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In general, antisemitism on college campuses takes one of 
three closely related forms: far-right, far-left, and Islamist. 
While some of these incidents are generated by the campus 
community, most involve outside groups and individuals 
coming on to campuses to promote antisemitic ideas or post 
antisemitic images.

At first glance, it might seem strange and even unbelievable 
that such diametrically opposed groups would or could use the 
same antisemitic ideas to support policies that are so radically 
different from each other. But they can do so because anti-
Jewish stereotypes are so deeply embedded in our culture.

We often make the mistake of thinking of antisemitism as a 
virus: a foreign body that attacks us from without, but it would 
be better to see it as a reservoir under our feet that people can 
draw upon. The image of the Jew in Western civilization as 
conspiring to do evil, of controlling levers of power, particularly 
through words and money, goes back well over a millennium. 

In the last few years, California-based white nationalist 
groups have come onto campuses, painting swastikas and 
putting up posters promoting white supremacism. For members 
of the Alt-Right, such as the infamous and now-retired Prof. 
Kevin MacDonald, Jews are a hostile elite controlling finance 
and media in order to promote multiculturalism, civil rights, 
immigration, and diversity, all as tools to breaking down white 
identity and resistance. 

Most of the recent examples of left-wing antisemitism on 
college campuses tend to involve student government elections 
and debates over BDS (Boycott, Divest, and Sanctions). For 
example, in 2020, student activists at USC launched a media 
campaign and circulated a petition on campus calling for the 
expulsion of a Jewish African-American student senator on 
the grounds that “a woman with years of internalized racism, 
classism, and Zionism behind her should not be given the 
luxury of being a USC student.”

Left-wing extremists tend to be less comfortable directly 
naming their hostile elite as composed of Jews, but rather use 
code phrases such as classists and Zionists, who use neoliberal 
values and colonial imperialism to oppress the working class 
and the indigenous peoples of the earth. 

Many of the incidents involving Islamist antisemitism on 
campus are often tied to annual “Israeli Apartheid Week” or 
BDS resolutions, though less often they involve antisemitic 
speakers invited to campus, such as the Nation of Islam’s Ava 
Muhammad, who was originally scheduled to speak at San Diego 
State University in early 2020, but whose invitation was cancelled 
after her antisemitic and anti-LGBTQ rhetoric surfaced. 

While there are major ideological and theological differences 
between the Nation of Islam and more normative Muslim 
extremists, such as Hamas, what they share is a belief in an 
international Jewish conspiracy to oppress Muslims and people 
of color.

It’s important to remember that anti-Zionism is not criticism 
of the policies of the State of Israel. Just as criticizing the 
policies of President Obama or President Trump doesn’t make 
one anti-American, so too criticizing the policies of this or that 
Israeli government doesn’t make one anti-Israeli. By contrast, 
anti-Zionism goes beyond criticism of particular government 
policies and calls for the elimination of the State of Israel and its 
replacement with some kind of one-state solution.

Is it possible to be anti-Zionist without being antisemitic? 
Yes, but only if one is consistent. If one opposes all forms of 
ethnic-based nationalism, such as Palestinian nationalism, 
Thai nationalism, Italian nationalism, etc., then it would not be 
antisemitic to also oppose Jewish nationalism; but to only single 
out Jewish nationalism is antisemitic. In addition, some Jews 
oppose Zionism because they are either opposed to an ethnic/
national conception of Jewishness or because they think that 
only God and the Messiah have the right to reestablish a Jewish 
state. They are not antisemitic in thinking so.

Most anti-Zionists, however, do not fall into those exceptions.
There is a strange and recent phenomenon in contemporary 

antisemitism and it isn’t limited to college campuses: extremists 
groups will try to defend themselves against the charge of 
antisemitism by claiming that they don’t hate all Jews, just the 
bad ones, and they claim that their support from or for good 
Jews means that they are not antisemites.

For far-right extremists, bad Jews are socialists and liberals, 
Jews like George Soros, while the good Jews are those who 
support white Christian nationalism, and oppose immigration 
and multiculturalism. For far-left extremists, on the other 
hand, bad Jews are capitalists and Zionists, Jews like Benjamin 
Netanyahu, while good Jews are those who oppose the existence 
of the State of Israel and support dismantling the neoliberal 
capitalist system. Even Islamist extremists have their own “good” 
Jews, namely those like Neturei Karta (a fringe Ultraorthodox 
anti-Zionist group).

Remember that the key marker for antisemitism is the use 
of anti-Jewish stereotypes. Contemporary antisemites will 
try to conceal their hatred behind support of or opposition to 
particular Israeli policies and politicians, but their use of images 
of a hostile elite controlled by Jews reveal who they really are.

At a time 
when all hope 
seemed to be 
lost – the darkest 
moments of 
Nazi oppression 
in the early 
1940s – Andrea 
Grosso Ciponte’s 
“Freiheit!” pulls 
the reader into the world of 
the White Rose resistance 
group, whose members 
believed that the power of the 
individual could overcome 
the madness of the majority. 

With steadfast bravery and 
unshakable dedication 
to their cause, Ciponte’s 
humanizing depiction of 
the White Rose group 
inspires faith and strength 
in the face of seemingly 
insurmountable odds.

“Freiheit!” may be 
particularly inspiring to 
young people. As a college 
student among millions, 
especially now, it is easy to 
believe that my peers and 
I can have no impact on 
the ever-turning wheels of 

history. Contrary to this idea, 
the graphic novel instills an 
enduring point: with enough 
willpower, every single 
individual can be an agent of 
change. And while the White 
Rose group was not able to 
ignite an overthrow of the 
Nazis, their leaflets reached 
millions of Germans, 
tipping the nation ever so 
slightly against the idea of 
war, genocide, and world 
domination, and preserving 
an honorable ethos that had 
been forced into hiding.

In addition to this, 
Ciponte’s engaging graphic 
novel will leave you with an 
appreciation for those who 
wish to bring light into our 
world, no matter the scope 
of their impact. With chilling 
imagery of vengeful Nazi 
officers contrasted with 
the bright, compassionate 
students of the resistance, 
“Freiheit!” demonstrates the 
importance of holding onto 
our values no matter the 
conditions we face.


