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reading programs; educational and playground 
equipment; funding of educational technologies; 
parent education, and arts and culture education. 
Special priorities may include at-risk and financially 
challenged students and those with special needs. 
Isaac’s wish is that grants from this fund will be 
broadly distributed to have the most impact.

Leaving a legacy, no matter what size, is important 
to the future of our community. Jewish Long Beach 
can partner with you to develop your own unique 
plan. Isaac cares about Jewish philosophy and is 
proud to be both Israeli and Jewish. He reflected, “You 
can’t take it with you so you should create a situation 
that will help you do well and leave a legacy.”     

Our community thanks Isaac for sharing his 
internal flame.

JEWISH LONG BEACH       LEAVING A LEGACY    

Share Your Flame to Make a Difference   
Sharon Kenigsberg  |   Director of Community Development, Jewish Long Beach

Just as a person lights one candle from another and the original flame is not diminished, so too, we are never lessened when we pass on our internal “flame” 
to another person. Numbers Rabbah 13:19

Most of us have been shaped by early experiences 
that influence how we approach the world. For Isaac 
Waksul his internal flame is a passion for leaving a 
legacy that will provide educational programs, tools 
and technologies that will impact young children 
from 0-5 years of age. Isaac attributes his lifelong 
drive for working hard and achieving success to 
events in his early years.  He believes the years from 
0-5 are the most impressionable and that excellent 
educational opportunities during those years lay the 
seeds for success later in life.

Isaac’s story starts in Israel, where he was born. 
His mother was from Poland and her entire family 
perished in the Holocaust except for one sister in 
America. Some family circumstances necessitated 
Isaac, at age 15, coming alone on a boat to the United 
States to live with his aunt and uncle in Brooklyn. 
The journey took two weeks and Isaac remembers 
pulling into New York Harbor during a huge snow 
storm. He had never seen snow in his life. This was 
only the first of the challenges he would face in his 
new environment.

Isaac was enrolled in Lincoln High in Brooklyn. 
Not knowing a word of English, it would have been 
easy to hang out with the many Israelis at school, 
speaking a language with which he was familiar. But 
in his youthful wisdom he chose the harder route, 
pursuing the academic track in high school which he 
amazingly was able to finish in two and a half years. 
Isaac is convinced that his inner drive came from 
“something right” in his early childhood.

After graduating from high school, Isaac went 
to State University of New York/Buffalo to study 
Industrial Arts. It was there that he was introduced 
to theatre - it changed his life. It was Isaac’s desire to 
be open and try new things, ideas and experiences, 

which led him to New York City where 
he got involved with stage managing, 
lighting and set design. This, in turn, 
led him to become the manager of 
the Atlanta Ballet for three years, as 
well as other work with theatre, dance 
and music staging. He also invented 
equipment for the stage. Isaac was 
always inventing things – resulting in 
the ownership of five patents! 

Isaac again asserts that his instinct 
to have no fear and to trust his own 
abilities had to come from somewhere 
deep inside that was ingrained in 
him as a child. He was willing to take 
risks and so his career continued in 
Hollywood where he worked on several 
movies for television. While movie production did 
not quite suit him, he then ventured into the world of 
corporate event production, eventually forming his 
own company, Waksul Associates Inc. This creative 
agency produced large-scale innovative projects for 
the likes of Apple and IBM. Where did this success 
come from?  According to Isaac, it “very likely molded 
during his 0 to 5 year experiences.”

Now retired from his company, Isaac wants to 
give back to the community. He shared, “My life has 
been lucky. The world has given me a lot. Goodness 
came to me and I want others to have the same 
opportunities.”    

To that end, Isaac plans to leave a legacy gift that 
will fund the Waksul Educational Endowment 
through Jewish Long Beach. This Endowment will 
bring together educational professionals to develop 
programs that will impact young children up to age 
5. Programs could include parent/teacher training;  
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Do you like the images you see and the 
words you read? 

Want more?

Subscribe to the CHRONICLE to support 
our e�orts to bring you the latest 
community news. There are three ways you 
can subscribe.

1 On our website: https://jewishlongbeach.org/
     jewish-community-chronicle

2 Use the envelope enclosed in this issue

3 Call 562.426.7601 ext. 1314Jewish Responses 
to a Crisis
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