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As a historically tempestuous 
election season hits its 
crescendo here in the United 
States, an intriguing, more 
positive geopolitical scenario 
is playing itself out across 
the Middle East. Throughout 
its seven-plus decades of 
existence, Israel has fought 

to secure its seat at the table 
of nation-states. Rejected at birth by its neighbors 
and eyed with caution by its European allies, Israel 
has relied on its own innovative spirit and military 
prowess, as well as the raw survival instinct of the 
Jewish people and the political protection of the 
United States, to thrive in a region characterized by 
perpetual sectarian turbulence. 

Israel’s strengths in the military, intelligence, 
economic, and scientific sectors—as well as its 
creation of a literal agricultural oasis in one of 
the world’s harshest desert ecosystems—have 
drawn the interest of other regional actors, many 
of whom have sought to enhance their own security 
and economic infrastructure through clandestine 
relationships with the Jewish state. Until now, most 
of these countries have maintained hostile public 
postures toward Israel, denying its right to exist and 
refusing to establish normal diplomatic or trade ties. 

However, recent decades have seen a sea change 
in the security priorities of the Arab, largely Sunni 
Muslim Persian Gulf states, which have traditionally 
stood as a bloc in solidarity with the Palestinian 
cause, thus denying themselves the benefit of fully-
developed military-industrial alliances with Israel. 
Iran and its surrogate in the Levant, Hezbollah, have 
emerged as clear and present threats to the stability 
of the oil-rich Gulf states, which have observed with 
increasing alarm the havoc that Iran has wrought 
in Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen. These proxy battles 
comprising the warming war of wills between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia have crept closer to Saudi, Emirati, 
and Bahraini shores and have levied increasing 
demands on Gulf-state defense resources.

The deep and lethal rift between the largely well-
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developed Sunni states and Iran, a Shiite theocracy, 
are rooted in fundamental differences in their 
interpretations of how Islam should be studied 
and practiced. Perhaps ironically, this Muslim-
world domestic dispute has created conditions in 
which the Arabs’ need to mitigate Iranian influence 
now supersedes their cultural proclivity to act as a 
political protector of the stateless Palestinians. Saudi 
Arabia and its neighboring Arab Gulf states now find 
themselves under a similar brand of existential threat 
to that which Israel has so successfully held at bay 
for the better part of a century. Furthermore, Israel 
and the Gulf states share a common geopolitical 
boogeyman in Iran, which despite crippling economic 
sanctions from the West, has managed to gain an 

increasingly disruptive foothold on the Arabian 
Peninsula and in the Eastern Mediterranean.    

This perfect storm of shared need for self-
preservation has yielded the Abraham Accords, a 
blockbuster agreement between Israel and Arab 
League members the United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain to establish normal diplomatic and economic 
relations, doubling the number of Arab states with 
which Israel now enjoys formal ties. Perhaps just 
as remarkable as the accords themselves is the fact 
that despite pleas from the Palestinian Authority to 
condemn the agreement, the Arab League, which has 
historically defended the interests of the Palestinians, 
refused to comment, tacitly endorsing this seismic 
regional realignment.

The accords represent not only an enhanced 
firewall against Iranian aggression, but also the 
relegation of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to the 
margins of the regional priority list. Meanwhile, each 
of these agreements is an anchor for Israel in the 
bedrock of the international community, rendering 
the conversation surrounding its legitimacy and right 

to exist largely obsolete and irrelevant.  
The recent moves in this diplomatic chess match 

have generated a number of intriguing questions. For 
instance, will Qatar, Iran’s closest Arab ally, double 
down on its alignment with Tehran and Hamas, 
or will it follow the threat of geographic isolation 
toward warmer relations with its Arab neighbors 
and Israel, thus distancing itself from the Iranian 
Mullahs? Will Europe continue to use the increasingly 
dubious specter of illegitimacy to pressure Israel into 
acquiescing to Palestinian statehood demands, or will 
the European Union (E.U.) take a more egalitarian tact 
as the Arab perspective on the issue shifts? 

The question of how to achieve Palestinian statehood 
in a manner that enhances regional security also still 
begs for a just solution. However, with the Arab world 
appearing to align with Israel, perhaps the Israelis will 
finally have partners with whom to blaze a pragmatic 
trail to an agreement for a lasting peace.

All of us who are committed to the long-term 
welfare of the Jewish people understand that Israel 
must remain a steadfast, secure bulwark against the 
deadly persecution of Jews, wherever they may reside. 
Should Israel ever cease to exist, global Jewry would 
likely eventually follow in disintegrating. Thus, the 
Abraham Accords and the geopolitical shifts they 
represent are to be unequivocally welcomed by us as 
Jews, regardless of domestic political affiliation and 
how we may plan to vote in the 2020 U.S. elections. 
Yes, the accords were brokered by the White House, 
but we should resist any temptation to view them 
through a partisan political lens. The reality is that 
regional security conditions necessitated an Arab-
Israeli détente. Were a different U.S. administration 
in place, Israel and its new Arab allies would still have 
established these ties, whether brokered publicly by 
the U.S., Egypt, Jordan, or the EU.

As we continue into 5781 and look toward the secular 
New Year, we would be wise to celebrate that which 
enhances the ability of the Jewish people to continue 
to thrive from generation to generation. Furthermore, 
let us relish this unprecedented opportunity to build 
bridges with other Semitic peoples, rooted in goodwill 
and a mutual commitment to tikkun olam. 

Zachary Benjamin 

The Chronicle welcomes your letters to the editor, 
articles and opinion pieces. Please send your Pulitzer-
worthy materials to chronicle@jewishlongbeach.org.  
We cannot guarantee if, or when, they will be 
published. Submissions may be edited as needed. 

“At the heart of 

what it means 

to be a Jew is to 

ask questions.”

    Rabbi Sandy      
    Eisenberg Sasso

. . . the Abraham Accords and the geopolitical 
shifts they represent are to be unequivocally 
welcomed by us as Jews, regardless of domestic 
political a�liation and how we vote in the 2020 
U.S. elections.

Join Jewish Long Beach and the 
Alpert Jewish Community Center on
Wednesday, December 2 at 5:00 pm 

for a FREE virtual Chanukah cooking 
demonstration. Learn how to make 
Apple Shrub, Abe Fisher’s Potato 
Latkes, Roman Artichokes with Arugula 
and Olive Oil, Poached Salmon, and 
Sfenj with Cinnamon and Sugar with 
Michael Solomonov, executive chef 
and co-owner of Zahav, the 2019 James 
Beard Foundation award winner for 
Outstanding Restaurant. Sit back, relax, 
and don’t forget to take notes. 

Register for this free cooking demo via jewishlongbeach.org/cooking-demo.


