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CONVERSATIONS

From the CEO’S Desk – Why This Passover Was Different From All Others
Zachary Benjamin | Chief Executive Officer Jewish Long Beach

As I write this column,
Erev Pesach is dawning over
a world that in many ways
feels foreign to us all. If the
scores of Passover greetings
flooding our e-mail inboxes
each day from Jewish
organizations around the
world are any indication,
Zachary Benjamin
then it seems that the
global network of Jewish communal professionals
successfully received the memo requiring us to
make public note of how this Passover is different
from all preceding Passovers.
Under normal circumstances, the cliché would
have quickly grown tiresome. However, within
the context of the current reality, it reads more
like a news headline, without a shred of irony,
than as a mere play on words. Indeed, we find
ourselves in times that are exceedingly unusual
and unfamiliar to most American Jews.
It is not the mere presence of the virus, or the
fact that the shocking has become mundane,
that makes this crisis remarkable from a Jewish
perspective. What sets this experience apart is
the fact that COVID-19 is utterly indiscriminate
in selecting its victims. The virus is colorblind,
unknowing of religious or cultural dichotomies,
and is ignorant of socioeconomic status. The
privileged are no doubt better equipped to weather
this crisis, with better access to basic resources,
medical care, and other critical needs than the
less fortunate. However, this natural disaster—and
I believe it is important to distinguish that this is
indeed a natural disaster—has arguably laid bare
more acutely than any other in recent memory the
vulnerabilities shared by us all, regardless of race,
class, or cultural affiliation.
Often, American Jewish communities are
shielded to some extent from the brunt of the
impact caused by national and global crises. The

socioeconomic success we enjoy as a people,
which has been the source of both immense pride
and lethal prejudice, often renders American
Jews minimally vulnerable to the ruin wrought by
natural and economic disasters.
In this case, however, American Jewish
communities have been swept into crisis along
with the broader communities to which we belong.
Jewish families are no less isolated from each other
than families of any other socio-cultural group.
American Jews are losing jobs, missing family
simchas and life cycle events, seeing friends and
family members fall ill, and are absorbing the
physical and mental toll of COVID-19’s ravages
at rates that at least feel no less devastating than

have redirected resources and in many cases
placed themselves at personal risk to ensure that
the isolated are well supplied with food and basic
needs, that the financially struggling remain safely
sheltered, that the mentally and physically ailing
find care, and that our children continue to receive
education and intellectual stimulation.
I have been humbled by the clear-eyed
decisiveness and menschkeit displayed the
remarkable board, volunteers, and staff of Jewish
Long Beach, who have moved mountains to ensure
that our own human, financial, and intellectual
resources are directed swiftly to where they are
most needed and to where their impact is most
significant and sustainable. It has been a privilege
to work with our partner organizations and
congregations in a collaborative effort driven by
the purest definition of our collective mission: to
ensure that every Jewish person in our sphere
has access not only to essential tangible needs,
but to compassion, empathy, and to the resources
of their Jewish communal institutions.
There is something inherently Jewish about
the experience of living in a world ravaged by the
effects of COVID-19. This crisis has instilled in all
of us—Jews and non-Jews alike—shared traumas,
a propensity toward caution and vigilance, and
perhaps some new neuroses, both healthy and
excessive. The question remains of how the human
experience will irrevocably change as we eventually
emerge from this slow-motion earthquake that has
disrupted our concept of how we interact with
each other and our environment. What I firmly
believe will not change, however, is the resiliency
and adaptability of the human spirit, as well as the
sense of purpose with which the Jewish people
carry out our obligation to be a light unto each
other, our families, and our communities.

As a Jewish communal professional, I have been
moved by the embodiment I have witnessed of
the Talmudic notion, kol yisrael arevim zeh b’zeh:
all Israel is responsible for one another.
those experienced by the general population.
As is the case in any time of trial, silver linings
have appeared, along with reason for immense
optimism and renewed faith in the humanitarian
instinct to both keep watch over our most vulnerable
and care for those with whom we share communal
spaces. As a Jewish communal professional, I have
been moved by the embodiment I have witnessed
of the Talmudic notion, kol yisrael arevim zeh b’zeh:
all Israel is responsible for one another. I have seen
congregations, Jewish agencies, Israel advocacy
organizations, and other local Jewish institutions
act swiftly, decisively, and compassionately to
serve Jews in imminent need. I have watched
the principles of lovingkindness and tzedakah,
which are so central to the Jewish spirit, manifest
themselves as spectacular displays of selflessness.
The women and men of our Jewish community

Re: Antisemitism and an Executive Order (Jan/Feb Issue)
Linda Adler | letter to editor via email

“At the heart
of what it
means to be a
Jew is to ask
questions.

Rabbi Sandy
Eisenberg Sasso

Having just read the article, I find I must
comment on some of the statements in it.
First, we are a religion, not an ethnoreligious community, way of life, nationality,
or race. Denying that we are a religion is
sometimes just fuel for the fire. It certainly
is the subject of ongoing, heated discussions
and arguments.
The article further states that Muslims,
Sikhs
and
other
ethno-religious
communities are often mischaracterized for
“being connected to a specific nation-state
or are singled out due to their ethnicity.” This
is why we must maintain that identification
as a religion, although that certainly does
not protect us, as history has shown. I am
sure many will disagree with me in future
responses.
Secondly, regarding the statement that
the president “is deeply unpopular among
American Jews...”, unbelievably at least
to me, he is also deeply popular among

that same group, mostly, they claim, because he
is such a good friend of Israel. His executive order
belies that since it has nothing to with Israel and
it does not specifically mention anti-Semitism.
Thus it provides no protection for Jewish students
on college campuses and “the broader Jewish
communities.”
Finally, the article itself is considered a “Feature
Story” in the publication. It is not a story. It is an
opinion and should be noted as such.
There are other statements that raised my
hackles; those noted above provide the most
concern for me.
The Chronicle welcomes your letters to the
editor, articles and opinion pieces. Please
send your Pulitzer-worthy materials to
chronicle@jewishlongbeach.org. We cannot
guarantee if, or when, they will be published.
Submissions may be edited as needed.
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The Responsibility to Have a Good Life
Edie Brodsky | Jewish Long Beach Board of Directors – VP Governance

I have been involved in our Jewish community for
many years now. I would like to share my personal
reasons with you. As some of you may know, my
parents are both survivors of the Holocaust.
As in many homes of survivors, life during the
holocaust was a forbidden topic as I was growing
up. As a child, I quickly learned that my parents
lived through something awful and terrible things
happened to them. I knew my father had lost his
parents and six of his eight siblings. So, my brother
and sister and I quickly understood that to speak
about it would drudge up bad memories for our
Mom and Dad. Instead we were to be happy, to
get educated, and to succeed in ways that they
were unable to because of their past. It was quite
a burden at times. For example, if we didn’t eat
our dinner, we were told of the hunger they had
known. If we complained about teenage dates and
problems, we were reminded that at least we had a
teenage life that they had been deprived of. Yes, we
had little in the way of stories, instead we had many
clear messages of the horror they experienced.
For a while, the stories went untold and their
three children made them happy. Until the time my
father became very depressed.
In addition to the depression, my father had other
medical problems, which led to a scheduled surgery.
When he awoke from the anesthesia he was back in
“Nazi Europe.” The nurses were startled, but this
was only the beginning. He became so depressed
that he was in and out of the Neuropsychiatric
Institute at UCLA. The psychiatrist told us that my
father harbored so much guilt for leaving his family
and running away from the Germans. That, along
with the guilt he felt for doing horrible and illegal

things to survive, which was now haunting him. He
needed to remember the past and he needed to talk
about it, but he couldn’t.
So, I will never really know all that happened
to my parents during the Holocaust. But, what I
do know is that I am alive because they dared to
do whatever it took to survive and were fortunate
enough to bring their family to a free land. I have
come to realize that I may not know all their stories
but I am free to make my own. I am the hope that
was worth surviving for. WE are that hope. It is
me and YOU that not only must make sure that this
never happens again, but that their survival means
something.
I give of my time and my funds to Jewish Long
Beach so that Israel may survive and so that we as
Jews have a homeland to go to whenever we want
or need to go. I give so that here in Long Beach we
have the programs and facilities to provide our
children, ourselves and our community with Jewish
culture and education and to help needy families in
times of crisis, which we have been able to do as the
COVID-19 pandemic has unfolded.
I have been fortunate. It’s easy to rationalize that
one cannot raise their pledge or give at all: a new
house, a remodel, childcare expenses, etc. But the
reality is that those of us with the ability to do our
part, however small, must give. Real suffering is
what Jews experience and will continue to do so as a
people if we don’t help ourselves. You have a chance
to step forward and make your Jewish difference.
Let us each make our Jewish story one of which we
can be proud.
Let’s make ours a good story.

Anna and Jack Chinski, Edie Brodsky’s parents.

Edie Brodsky is the president-elect of the Jewish Long Beach
Board of Directors.

Jewish Long Beach Women’s Philanthropy: Arlene Solomon Visions 2020
Susanne Reyto, Violins of
Hope, chair, Los Angeles
County, told us her
poignant story as a child
survivor of the Holocaust
and the amazing story of
the Violins of Hope. The
Violins of Hope programs
in conjunction with the
Long Beach Symphony
have been postponed until
winter of 2021.

Before the world was plunged into the COVID-19
pandemic, Jewish Long Beach Women’s
Philanthropy was blessed to be able to host its’
iconic Arlene Solomon Visions dinner on March 5.
More than 300 community members came together
to celebrate 15 amazing Women of Vision, learn
about the global impact of the work of Jewish Long
Beach, and were inspired to give to ensure that the
programs and services we support continue. We
look forward to a time when we can gather again.
Visions co-chairs, Joanne Lopez and Sheryl Stewart put
together an elegant evening from start to finish.

2020 Women of Vision | Back row (l – r): Donna
Berglas-Hess; Chanie Perelmuter; Florence Sudakow;
Ronya Fajnland; Dorothy Shapiro; Rachel Suojanen; Lisa
Bermundo; Gail Levy; and Lauren Friedman. Front row
(l – r): Sherri Sobel; Linda Simmons; Ann Martin; Fran
Itkoff; Marilyn Yassin; and Ava Weiss.
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Women’s Philanthropy
Cabinet member Wendy
Puzarne (right), presents
Woman of Vision award to
AJCC honoree Ava Weiss.

The Principal Second
Violin of the Long Beach
Symphony, Chloe Tardif,
opened the evening with
inspiring selections from the
Violins of Hope.
Pam Weinstein, of Women’s Philanthropy Cabinet,
presenting the Women of Vision award to Rachel Suojanen
and Lauren Friedman Jewish Long Beach honorees.

Photography by Jessie Butler.
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The Impact of Your Generosity
Community Comments | COVID-19 Relief Fund Update

Jewish Long Beach has been working to serve
our community during this time of need by
establishing the Jewish Long Beach COVID-19
Relief Fund with an initial commitment of $50,000
from our grantable funds.
We have also been blessed to receive to-date
more than $20,000 in additional philanthropic
contributions for COVID-19 relief, including a
very generous grant to the fund from the National
Council of Jewish Women. As of April 21, 2020,
Jewish Long Beach has made a total of nearly
$45,000 in grants from the COVID-19 Relief Fund
to local Jewish agencies and organizations.
These grants have funded the purchase of:
gift cards to be used for food and supplies by
vulnerable seniors and families in need; Passover
dinners and rent/utility assistance for isolated
and needy community members; counseling
services; remote learning tools and technologies
to continue meaningful student engagement at
all age levels; programming for Jewish college
students; and other critically important programs.
| | |

These funds have already had a huge impact
on our community as expressed by some of
the recipients. Rabbi Nancy Myers from Beth
David shared many notes of thanks from her
congregants who received support. Below are a
few of them:
“Thank you for the generous grant to our synagogue
which allowed it to provide me with a gift card.”
“What a wonderful surprise this is! This really
means a lot at this time of need.”
“Oh my goodness! Thank you for your
generosity of spirit at this quite distressing time.
Receiving your Walmart gift card brought us such
joy! You have blessed us tremendously . . . and we
are truly grateful!”
“We squealed with such delight and laughter,
you might’ve thought we won the Lottery! In the
reality of this season, to us, it’s just as impactful!
Again, we are so grateful. Thank you!”
“I cannot express enough my appreciation for
this gift and what it means for my family. The
timing couldn’t have been better. It’s a great relief
that we will now be able to get the groceries we
need to practice social distancing as strictly as
possible.”
“We are speechless and very grateful for this
gift during this tough time and we will find a way
to pay it forward, thank you again so much.”
“Many thanks to Jewish Long Beach for their
generosity, I am humbled and grateful. Jewish
Long Beach’s kindness is greatly appreciated.”
“Please thank Jewish Long Beach and express
how grateful I am for this gift card - a little
sunshine during these scary times. Everyone stay
safe thank you.”
“My family and I would like to take this time
to say thank you from the bottom of our hearts
for you and Jewish Long Beach for this generous
gift! This will definitely help through these tough
times! May G-d bless you all and I pray that you
and your family continue to stay strong and

prevail over these current circumstances.”
“With a heart full of gratitude for the kindness
that I found in the mail this afternoon I Thank you.”
“It will really help. We can’t leave the house
because we’re seniors with health problems.
Thanks for caring so much for your congregants.
And thank Jewish Long Beach for their generosity.”
“Thank you for thinking of me especially
through this time. I really appreciate it. This card
will definitely help to purchase any necessary
household needs.”
“Thank G-d for this gift card. We have been
praying for help. Thank you.”
| | |

Rabbi Shmuel Marcus from Chabad of Los
Alamitos told us that the thanks were incredible.
“One women cried saying she was worried
about telling her child that they could not afford
a cake for her birthday, he said, “and the little
grant helped her with basics and we provided a
birthday for a young child.”
Chabad also used the grant to provide 50 Seder
meals and one recipient remarked, “Thank you
again. G-d bless – you are the reason we are able
to have a Passover, otherwise we wouldn’t be able
to. You have no idea how much you are helping us.
G-d should repay you in a wonderful way.”
| | |

Early Childhood Education at Alpert Jewish
Community Center used the grant to distribute
hundreds of care packages to families, which
included projects and activities that the children
can do at home with their parents and then share
with their classmates via the class Facebook or
Zoom. The response from the children and their
families has been overwhelmingly positive.
One parent said, “Thank you all for your efforts
in getting the online groups and Zoom calls
going! They have strengthened the community
of our classroom and provided much needed
connectivity. For Marley, seeing her teachers and
classmates virtually and being able to interact
with them, even just hearing her teacher say her
own name and say hello brings so much comfort.”
Jeffrey Rips, Alpert JCC executive director
expressed, “A huge thank you to Jewish Long
Beach and their leadership for creating the
COVID-19 Relief Fund. Their vision and support
has helped us continue to touch the lives of our
ECE children and families, and most importantly
enabled us to reach out to those laid off staff
members who helped make our “J” the special
place that it is.”
| | |

The Hebrew Academy was most grateful for
the emergency relief funding that Jewish Long
Beach provided the organization during this
challenging time. “Your assistance helped us
financially and picked up our spirit knowing that
the community is there to support our children
and families,” noted Hebrew Academy Dean Rabbi

Yitzchok Newman.
One example is that we have distributed more
than 40 laptops and tablets to families and
educators so that students can access online
learning and live instruction. As we start the new
cycle of learning we have prepared many more
devices to distribute to our families.” (See the
article on page 12.)
| | |

Jewish Family and Children’s Service has
purchased groceries and basic needs for 14
Jewish seniors to date and is working with Hillel
and Hebrew Academy on providing counseling
services. (See article on page 13.)
| | |

Dr. Richard Marcus, chair of the Jewish Long
Beach Planning and Grants Committee remarked,
“The Committee spent the Fall redesigning its
processes to grow grants in a way that serves
the mission of the new Jewish Long Beach.
The COVID-19 pandemic rapidly changed the
immediate needs of our community. We pivoted
our efforts to concentrate on urgent response
through a Jewish Long Beach COVID-19 Relief
Fund.
We remain dedicated to Jewish Long Beach’s
Core Funding Priorities (Care, Advocate, Build,
and Engage), but recognize that our immediate
need is to help our community partners provide
the Care our community needs in this trying time.
I am so honored to work with a committee and
professional staff that in one week could move
from a grants process that takes weeks to one that
facilitates awards in a couple of days. On behalf
of the committee, I want to thank our community
partners and express how humbled we are to
watch their amazing innovation in providing
food, mental health counseling, early childhood
learning, senior assistance, and other forms of
support for our community members in need.”
| | |

Please visit the Jewish Long Beach
COVID-19 Resource Center on our website
jewishlongbeach.org, for access to information
from state and local government agencies, health
authorities, and Jewish organizations for the
general population, as well as for seniors, families,
those seeking Jewish engagement/education,
small businesses, and others.
Jewish Long Beach will continue to field
emergency grant requests from Jewish agencies,
organizations, and congregations, and to provide
access to information and resources for as long
as the crisis persists. Indeed, our entire staff
and lay leadership have dedicated themselves to
ensuring that we are able to be swift and nimble
in our response to this unprecedented set of
circumstances.
If you would like donate to the COVID-19
Relief Fund visit ( jewishlongbeach.org/
covid-19-updates) or call Yolanda Placencio at
562.426.7601 ext. 1314 to charge by phone.
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Grants Available for Teens and Young Adults for Programs in Israel
Sharon Kenigsberg | Director of Endowment & Community Development

The Bob Baldwin Memorial Fund at Jewish Long
Beach was established by the Baldwin and Linden
families to promote Jewish continuity by connecting
our teens to Israel through organized peer trips and
educational programs. The youth that benefit from
this wonderful gift are our future.
We realize that many of the 2020 programs may
be on hold now, but looking towards the future, no
doubt most of the Israel programs will resume.
Grants applications are available now for teens
(ages 13–19) planning to go on a trip/study program
to Israel. The program must be sponsored by an
approved non-profit organization.
Young adults (ages 20–30) who plan to go to
Israel for a volunteer or study program may also
apply. The applicant’s parents must reside in the
Greater Long Beach and West Orange County area.
Last year, six students received Baldwin grants.
The impact of their trips was transformative. Two
of the recipients share their stories.
Shane Myers Prunty went on the National
Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY) trip he writes:

“My experience on the ‘NFTY in Israel’ trip was
truly one-in-a-lifetime. From the moment I got on
that plane to Tel-Aviv I was dreaming about the vast
beautiful lands, the rich history of our people, and
the culture of modern Israeli life. When we arrived
we spent our first days in Tel Aviv before we left
for the Negev. My time in this beautiful desert was
compounded by the entertaining and kind staff that
accompanied us.
“Through my various conversations with them
I was able to make new friends and learn tons
about what it means to be an Israeli. Even if we had
stopped the trip there, I would have been happy.
“Luckily, we continued on to Jerusalem where we
explored the old city while being given an in-depth
explanation behind each monument from biblical
times to modern Israel. This city in Israel was
something truly different. I could feel the centuries
of history that this city went through, and it was
spectacular.
“Following this, we took a trip up north to the
Galilee valley. At this point we were given a set of

programs we could choose to attend. These included
Gadna (Army training, Social Action), a hike to the
Mediterranean, and Archeology. I chose the Army
training, which would turn out to be my best choice
so far in the journey. While at the base I learned

Shane Prunty (far right), enjoyed Army training during his
NFTY trip.

everything from Israeli squad tactics to the roots
and values of the IDF. Furthermore, our Amafakedet
(Commander) constantly brought us together to
(Continued on next page)

The Bob Baldwin Memorial Fund
Grants for Teens/Young Adults
for Travel and Study Programs to Israel

APPLY TODAY FOR A GRANT
SHARON KENIGSBERG
562.426.7601 ext. 1008
sharonk@jewishlongbeach.org

6 | CHRONICLE

|

MAY – JUNE 2020

JEWISH LONG BEACH

INFORMATION

discuss how we felt and what we wish to do with
our lives. It was an extremely moving program that
challenged us physically and emotionally.
“I can say by far this program had a big impact on
my life and how I view myself. Following this 4-day
training, we rejoined the rest of the group in Galilee.
From here we met Israeli teens to hang out with,
explored Israeli chocolate factories, and also took
trips to learn about the other cultural groups that
reside in Israel such as Druze and Muslims.
“Our journey would end in Jerusalem, where we
would spend the last couple days in a wonderful
hotel for night and morning, and then plenty of
more exercises in exploring the old city and its
culture. Overall, my time in Israel was one of the
best times of my life, and I will take what I learned
from it for the rest of my life.”
Mendel Volovick went on a summer trip with
a Chabad group states: “I would like to thank
everyone involved for making it possible [for me]
to go to Israel for the first time at the age of 14 for a
summer program.
“I had a really amazing experience, which may
not have been possible otherwise. Some of the
wonderful experiences I had were being able to
go to the shuk for fresh delicious Israeli food, and
seeing the wonderful diversity of people there every

day and going to the Kotel on
Friday nights, praying together,
hearing all the different Shabbat
melodies all around me and
feeling such a part of our unique
Jewish family and getting
inspired by the vibe that can be
found only at the holiest place
for Jews the world over.
“Other memories include:
Having our banquet dinner on
the last night of our program
on a patio overlooking the
western wall was a moment
to remember! To be able to see Seated on the far left, wearing sunglasses, is Mendel Volovick with his Chabad group
historical sights, like Masada, at Masada.
physical and spiritual experiences through this
graves of sages, and the caves used by the rebels
incredible opportunity.”
in the times of Chanukah, truly made our Jewish
Jewish Long Beach helps to ensure our future
history and celebrations feel more real than ever!
through the many different funds held on behalf
“Watching one of our chaperones getting stuck
of donors in the community. If you would like
on the way out of a tunnel was one of the more
more information on how to contribute to an
funny experiences we had as well!
existing fund, start your own fund, or receive a
“I was able to do all of this, and with a group
Baldwin Grant application, please contact Sharon
of friends, all because of this incredibly generous
Kenigsberg at sharonk@jewishlongbeach.org.
grant given for the trip by Jewish Long Beach and
the Bob Baldwin grant. I sincerely hope that others
can be as fortunate as I was and will be able to gain
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

Finding God in the Time of a Pandemic
Rabbi Howard O. Laibson | Rabbinic Contributor

As I write this, we have
recently participated in
Passover Seders. During
the seder, we pour out a
drop of wine or grape juice
for each of the plagues God
inflicted on the Egyptians
for Pharoah’s refusal to let
the Israelite slaves go. We
pour out the wine to indicate
that, since wine represents
joy, we decrease our joy
because people - including
the blameless - are suffering.
Today, we are in the midst
of another plague, COVID-19.
During our current, stressful
pandemic experience, many
are wondering or even
asking aloud: Where is God
in all of this? Did God send
this plague, as some form
of punishment? For what
sin(s)? Will God protect me if
I’m basically a good person?
Will God protect any of us?
The Rabbis of ancient days
embraced the teaching, “It
is not for us to understand
why the good suffer, and
the wicked prosper.” And in
truth, we mortals will never
comprehend the actions
of God completely. But
that doesn’t mean that we
shouldn’t make an effort to
comprehend God as well as
we can.
There are many legitimately

Jewish approaches to
understanding God. I’m not
going to summarize them
all in this space. There is
one, however, that especially
resonates with me. It is known
as Religious Naturalism. This
approach does not equate
nature with God, but rather
discovers and experiences
God in nature. In this view,
God is the energy in nature
which nurtures/motivates/
encourages life and growth.
We find evidence for this
in the way parents love
one another and create a
tiny spark of life which,
ultimately, grows into a man
or woman or non-binary
adult. We see more evidence
in how a plant will turn itself
toward the sunlight in order
to thrive. Even more evidence
is found in the ongoing (very
slowly) reality of evolution:
life is growth. The “Big
Bang,” which Jewish mystics
taught hundreds of years
before modern astrophysics,
began as God withdrew into
God’s self and then radiated
outward ever expanding,
creating the Universe, where
energy ultimately cooled to
become matter, and where
a different spark of energy
emerged, life - this, too, is
evidence of God nurturing life.

So, did God send our
current plague? I personally
don’t believe God works in
that manner. But I could
be wrong. However, to
me the more appropriate
questions are these: Given
that COVID-19 is upon us,
how should we respond?
Are there ways we can
imitate God? In other words,
what can we do to nurture/
motivate/encourage life and
growth?
1. We can remember that,
more important than any
other Jewish values, pikuach
nefesh -- the saving of a life is supreme. Thus we should
support health care workers
– EMTs, ambulance drivers,
doctors, nurses, respiratory
therapists, hospital workers
of every type – with all of
the materials they need to
save lives and to protect
themselves. They are doing
God’s work.
2. We should follow the
guidelines that authorities
establish to keep ourselves
and others safe and healthy.
That
means
STAYING
HOME. And when we must
go out, we should wear a
mask and remain six feet
away from others. Physical
distancing will save lives –

Rabbi Howard O.
Laibson,
Rabbi Emeritus,
Congregation Shir
Chadash;
Chair, Kehillah
Leadership
Council, Jewish
Long Beach

surely a Godly act.
3. To diminish the sense
of isolation that sometimes
accompanies staying home,
we should take steps to
reduce “social entropy.” Get
together frequently with
family members on Zoom,
FaceTime or whatever
platform with which you
are comfortable. Pick up the
phone and call these people,
as well as people you may
not know well but who may
appreciate hearing from you.
Within the needs of physical
distancing, create social
closeness as best as you can
with technology.
If we know anything about
God, God wants us to live
and to grow. If we want to
know where God is during
this time of pandemic, all
we need to do is to imitate
God. There we will find an
answer.

Rabbi David A. Cantor | Rabbinic Contributor
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reciting the same text on the
same night while eating the
same foods, and entertaining
the same thought – what
would it have been had I been
a slave in Egypt – we create
a commonality that links all
Jews throughout time and
space. I can say that I have
the Passover experience in
common with almost every
Jew living anywhere in the
world, and almost every
Jew of every generation for
the past thousand, or more,
years. It is a powerful bond.
This past month and
ongoing, all peoples of the
world are sharing a similar
experience. From Australia
to Zimbabwe, Alaska to
Florida, we are all finding
ourselves living under a
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similar set of restrictions.
We are all worrying about
the same virus, and we are
all wondering when life will
return to what it once was
before. This year we were
all partaking in the Passover
experience, huddling in
our homes with the blood
sealing the doors, waiting as
the Angel of Death passed
through our communities
and made its selections.
We are now all one people,
and in years to come the
children who are yet to be born
will not fully understand the
conversations we have with
each other when we talk about
when we were living in the
fear of the novel coronavirus.
For the Jews, that one night
of terror had a profound

Beit HaLev (I)
P.O. Box 2279
Seal Beach, CA 90740
Contact: Rabbi Galit Levy-Slater
Phone: 562-493-2680
Email: duets@icloud.com
Website: www.galityomtov.com

Beth David (R)
6100 Hefley St.
Westminster, CA 92683
Contact: Rabbi Nancy Myers
Phone: 714-892-6623
Email: tbdavid@templebethdavid.org
Website: www.templebethdavid.org
Chabad of Los Alamitos & Cypress (O)
12340 Seal Beach Blvd. Suite B-219
Seal Beach, CA 90740
Contact: Rabbi Shmuel Marcus
Phone: 714-828-1851
Email: smarcus@jewishcypress.com
Website: www.chabadlosal.com
Chabad of West Orange County/
Congregation Adat Israel (O)
5052 Warner Ave.
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
Contact: Rabbi Aron David Berkowitz
Phone: 714-846-2285
Email: info@chabadhb.com
Website: www.chabadhb.com
Congregation Lubavitch (O)
3981 Atlantic Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90807
Contact: Rabbi Yitzchok Newman
Phone: 562-596-1681
Email: yitzyg@aol.com
Congregation Shir Chadash (I)
6440 Del Amo Blvd.
Lakewood, CA 90713
Contact: Rabbi Mariana Gindlin
Phone: 562-429-0715
Email: csclakewood@dslextreme.com
Website: www.CongregationShirChadash.org
Congregation Sholom of
Leisure World, Seal Beach (C)
Mail to:

PO Box 2901
Seal Beach, CA 90740
Meet at: Clubhouse 3, Room 9
1421 Northwood Road
Seal Beach, CA 90740
Fridays 7:00 PM, and Saturdays 9:30 AM
Contact: President Carol A. Stern Levine
Phone: Direct - 562-505-3622
Phone: Membership - 562-430-7040
Email: congsholomlwsb@gmail.com
P’nai Or (I)
3955 N. Studebaker Road
Long Beach, CA 90808
Email: info@pnaior.org
Website: www.pnaior.org
Shul By The Shore (O)
3801 E. Willow Street
Long Beach, California 90815
Contact: Rabbi Abba Perelmuter
Phone: 562-621-9828
Email: rabbi@shulbytheshore.org
Website: www.shulbytheshore.org

Hoping for a Positive Outcome
We are living through a
moment of common narrative.
Narratives bind people
together. Ask someone of a
certain generation where
they were when Israel
declared its statehood, or
Kennedy was assassinated,
or Armstrong placed a foot on
the moon, or the towers fell,
and if you yourself had been
there for that experience, you
find that you have something
powerfully in common. Ask
any American how they
celebrated last Thanksgiving
and you can have a similar –
if less profound – experience.
I have always felt that the
Jewish observance of the
Passover Seder created a
common narrative that binds
the Jewish people together. By

Synagogue
Directory

Rabbi David
A. Cantor
Temple Beth
Shalom

impact, and its memory
serves to continue to bind us
together.
My prayer – if I am allowed
to hope for something positive
to come out of this collective
experience – is that this
time of social distancing will
serve to bring all individuals
and countries into a greater
sense of belonging to one
transnational people.

Surf City Synagogue (C)
Services held at the HB Central Library
7111 Talbert Ave.
Huntington Beach
Phone: 714-596-2220
E-Mail: info@surfcitysynagogue.org
Temple Beth Ohr (R)
15721 E. Rosecrans Ave.
La Mirada, CA 90638
Contact: Rabbi Mark Goldfarb
Phone: 714-521-6765
Email:office@tbolm.org
Website: www.tbolm.org
Temple Beth Shalom (C)
3635 Elm Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90807
Contact: Rabbi David Cantor
Phone: 562-426-6413
Fax: 562-426-7824
Email: office@tbslb.org
Website: www.tbslb.org
Temple Israel (R)
269 Loma Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90803
Contact: Interim Rabbi James Simon
Phone: 562-434-0996
Email: info@tilb.org
Website: www.tilb.org
Temple Ner Tamid of Downey (I)
10629 Lakewood Boulevard
Downey, CA 90241
Contact: Rabbi Daniel Mehlman
Phone: 562-861-9276
Email: info@downeytemplenertamid.org
Website: www.downeytemplenertamid.org
(C)=Conservative
(O)=Orthodox

(I)=Independent
(R)=Reform
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CCEJ News

You Shall Be Holy

Press Release

Rabbi Nancy Rita Myers | Rabbinic Contributor
Rabbi Nancy
Rita Myers,
Beth David

The first week of May, we
read in the Torah, Kedoshim
(Holiness). We are told, “You
shall be holy, for I, Adonai
your God, am holy.”
What does it mean to be holy?
In this Torah portion, it
means revering our parents,
being loyal to God, leaving
food for the poor, not taking
anything that isn’t our own,
being honest, looking out for
the vulnerable, and loving the
stranger, etc. What it means
to be holy is to recognize that
we have a special place in
this world. We are Jews. We
are given laws that imbue
sanctity in our lives. And we
act in holy ways when we are
good to those around us.
Even in this time of
uncertainty, it behooves us to

focus on what brings sanctity
to our lives. When do we feel
connected with something
bigger than ourselves? How
can we live according to our
values in a time of upheaval?
It starts with identifying
what our core values are and
why we live. As humans, we
need connection, we need
people. Even though we
can’t gather together like
before, we can pick up the
phone and call a friend or
relative. We can reach out
with compassion and caring
online and social media. And
we can express appreciation
to those who share our
homes with us.
As Jews, we need to
remember that as Pirkei Avot
teaches, “The world rests on
three things, Torah, worship,
and acts of lovingkindness.”
And so, how can we continue
to engage in Torah and study?
Well, we can use Zoom, live
streaming, Google chats and
more. We can also just open

COMMUNITY

up a book, read and learn.
Engaging our mind can help
us traverse the walls of our
homes. Worship and ritual
are important ways to mark
time and connect. Shabbat is
still here every week. We can
light candles and watch our
synagogue’s services online.
Prayers, blessings, and songs

© JFNA

can raise our spirits and
fortify us.
And then there are acts
of lovingkindness. Now even
more so, we need to explore

how we can help others. Some
of us are able-bodied and can
run errands for others. Those
of us who can’t go out, can
still give Tzedakah, make
contributions, no matter
how small. We can offer
compassion and empathy
to others who are alone
and fearful. A call can help
elevate one’s mood and give
hope to another.
This is a time for us to
dig deep. We must take the
time to identify our core
values and what makes us
who we are. And then act on
them! Life continues even
in times of uncertainty. We
must live purposefully and
joyfully. The Torah implores
us to remember that we are
a holy people. It impels us to
be the best version of ourselves
and know that we are here
for a reason and that life is
beautiful.
If we focus on our values,
our lives will be meaningful
and we will truly be holy.

JEWISHLONGBEACH.ORG

|

The California
Conference for
Equality
and
Justice is pleased
to
announce
that Reena Hajat
Carroll, MSW, has been
named Executive Director of
the nonprofit. Hajat Carroll,
is a social justice leader with
nearly 13 years of Executive
Director
experience. “I
am honored to work in
partnership with the board,
staff, and community to
advance CCEJ’s meaningful
and
relevant
mission.
Starting a new job during
a public health crisis is
challenging, but I am grateful
that our staff are serving our
community as we continue
to advocate for justice.”
CCEJ Board Chair Rosecarrie
Brooks shares, “I know our
entire community will join
me in welcoming Reena and
providing her with support
to successfully take the helm
of CCEJ.
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Creating a New Reality
Carol A. Beckerman

|

Editorial Coordinator Jewish Long Beach

While the Coronavirus has brought challenges and suffering, it has also been
the catalyst for creativity, healing and renewal. The imposed lockdown has
forced us to create new norms for ourselves, our businesses, the way we pray,
how we do our jobs, and how, and with whom, we communicate.
Our daily collective reality has changed. On April 16, 2020, the Business Insider
reported that Presidents Trump, Putin, and Macron, as well as UK Prime
Minister Johnson and Premier Xi Jinping have all agreed to a global ceasefire.
Images of our planet from space and on the ground show a planet healing
from the impact of a previously careless human occupation.
This existential threat has left many Americans, especially those living
paycheck to paycheck, unemployed. Many are unable to pay their rent, and
may join the growing legions of the homeless. Food insecurity has food banks
scrambling to replenish their stocks to meet the growing need for daily sustenance.
We are not hopeless; we can create new norms. Virtual proms and birthday
celebrations are touted over social media. While funerals and mourning are leaving
the bereaved seeking new ways to cope with loss, the Washington Post (April 21,
2020), reports that the download of mindfulness apps increased by 25 percent
during the week of March 29, from the weekly average in January and February.
Many in our community held their family Passover Seders using FaceTime,
Zoom, or other apps that allow us to be together, while being apart. Livestreamed
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Shabbat services are now commonplace.
New ways to approach and ultimately solve problems have broken through
the previous stranglehold of, “that’s how we do it.” The number of individuals
and companies making masks is staggering. A search for “face masks for sale
near me,” resulted in 1,640,000,000 hits.
Equally impressive is how industry after industry has stepped forward to
fill the void in the medical device sector after the FDA streamlined the path
for bringing new products to market. According to NASA’s website, they have
partnered with Virgin Galatic and Antelope Valley Hospital to provide alternate
solutions to the shortage of ventilation equipment and have already developed
a unique oxygen hood, which is currently in production.
Jewish Long Beach acted quickly to change its grant making process to serve
the immediate needs of the community. The creation of the COVID-19 Relief
Fund is documented on page 5. As with many other organizations, schools and
families, we at Jewish Long Beach have settled into the Zoom way of meeting.
Whether at home or in the office, it seems that the new norm has reminded
us that a work-life balance is required. We are more aware of where we need
to be and when, and like most businesses, are still experimenting with what is
normal. During this extraordinary time, we have the rare opportunity to create
our new normal - personally, locally and globally. What will yours look like?

ALPERT JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

COMMUNITY

We Miss Our Members!
Jeffrey Rips |

AJCC Executive Director

Two of my favorite Hebrew songs are Im Tirtzu Ein Zo Agadah by Debbie
Friedman and Ani Ve’ata Neshaneh Et Ha’olam by Arik Einstiein. Their
meanings? “If you will it, it is no dream,” and “you and I can change the world.”
These two songs have long been inspirational to me, but now, more so than ever,
are driving me day by day during our current pandemic.
“If you will it, it is no dream,” was first said by Theodore Herzl about the
land of Israel. My dream is to see our J once again filled with children laughing
and making new friends, seniors enjoying lunch, our fitness and aquatic centers
filled with people – the J once again full of life.

To make that dream a reality we need to embrace the words from Arik Einstein,
“You and I can change the world.” It will truly take our entire community – AJCC
staff, board, donors, and members – working together to ensure that we are
once again the warm, welcoming, safe, and secure environment open to all.
For now, I want to thank all of you for your continued support. And to all the
AJCC staff who continue to work creating virtual content in order to connect
with our members and seniors, and are dedicated to ensure that we are, and
will always be Your Center for Life.

During the Closure, Stay Connected with Us Virtually!

FITNESS
VIRTUAL
CONNECTION
Enjoy more than 15 ZOOM Fitness Classes, Monday through Friday!

Visit alpertjcc.org/fitness, then click on the virtual banner to view the schedule of classes.

JEWISH
VIRTUAL
CONNECTION
Visit our Jewish Virtual Connection page for “how to videos,”
educational and entertainment resources.

Go to alpertjcc.org/jewish-life-culture, then click on the virtual banner to view.
Stay connected with the Alpert JCC for the latest updates:
alpertjcc.org

alpert_jcc

AlpertJCC
JEWISHLONGBEACH.ORG
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HEBREW ACADEMY

Hebrew Academy’s Enduring Education
Dr. Bryn Harari

|

Dean of Students

In an unprecedented moment in history, and in response
to the global pandemic of the Novel Coronavirus, COVID-19,
The Hebrew Academy of Orange County swiftly transitioned
to an online Distance Learning program offering a full
academic curriculum for 330 students in preschool through
12th grade. Within days of making the shift, teachers
received training in a variety of online platforms to expand
their teaching repertoire and every student in the school
was provided access to all learning
materials and resources they needed
at home, including wireless devices
and laptops at no additional cost.
Books, workbooks, and school
supplies have been delivered to
families on a weekly basis to ensure
the most expansive and cohesive learning experience for students.
The transition, while monumental, was made easier by the fact that The
Hebrew Academy has been using a number of online learning platforms for
years. Google Suite - including Google Classroom, Docs, Slides, and Sheets, as well
as online access to our math and English
Language Arts curriculum are typical
components of the blended curriculum.
Teachers interact with students every
day by providing live instruction and
personalized assistance and support.
Students have access to one-on-one
tutoring daily from the Student Services
Coordinator and from Teaching Assistants.
Art, music, computers, and PE continue to
be made available via stimulating and engaging online instruction as well.
Project-based learning, a hallmark of The Hebrew Academy’s signature
curriculum, continues via Distance Learning. Students in Lower School will
debut their annual Jewish Hero projects via an online streaming presentation
in April, while continuing their annual mitzvah projects, supporting Jewish
and non-Jewish nonprofit organizations in Orange County, supporting seniors,
Holocaust survivors, and those in need of food and supplies. Middle School
students continue to work together using online collaboration platforms to
conduct research and service for their signature mitzvah project, known as the
Project of my Heart’s Desire (PHD).
Social Emotional Learning is
central to whole-brain learning
and the curriculum at The Hebrew
Academy. Through a generous grant
from Jewish Long Beach individual
counseling services continue to be
made available to students. Students
also have many opportunities to come
together socially (albeit remotely)
throughout the week, via supervised
online “recess” and free time “Shmoozes”, weekly assemblies, talent shows, and
award ceremonies.
While many things have changed in recent months, one thing that has not
changed is The Hebrew Academy’s commitment to an outstanding education
that serves the whole child and the whole family. Parents receive personal
communication and updates from teachers and Administration daily, to support
their learning. Distance learning for parents is available, as well, including
online video Q & A sessions and well-vetted and uniquely developed tools and
resources to support them in managing the Distance Learning experience.
Enrollment is now open for 2020- 2021 school year. To find our more about
our award winning enduring program that brings education to life, contact
admissions@hacds.com
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On the Front Line
Kathryn Miles |

JFCS Executive Director

With our
lives disrupted,
and in some
cases changed
forever, by the
coronavirus
pandemic, we want you to
know that JFCS is operating
remotely, helping people
through these most difficult
times. Here’s an update of
our programs and services:
• We are now offering a
free virtual support group,
“Coping in the Time of
COVID-19,” for all who feel
they could benefit from
connecting with others
to share feelings and gain
feedback. The group meets
Tuesdays from 11:30 a.m. to

1:00 p.m. and is facilitated by
Jennifer Coke from our social
work team.
• We have moved our
counseling
services
to
telehealth, including phone
and video, for both current
and new clients to conduct
much-needed therapy.
• Our social work team is
doing phone check-ins with
our Holocaust survivors and
seniors who receive our
services to decrease social
isolation and ensure that
they have food, medicine, and
other essentials. Volunteers
are running errands and
doing grocery shopping for
those in need, dropping
items at their homes while

JFCS volunteer Lauren Friedman
delivers food and essentials to
Stella Ungar who is sheltering in
place as a result of COVID-19.

practicing safe social distancing.
• We are teaming up
with the Long Beach Health
Department
and
other
agencies to do phone checkin’s with seniors on their
caseloads to assess their
resource needs.
• Our domestic violence
prevention and caregiver
support groups are operating
via videoconferencing for all
members who safely have
access to the internet.
• We are partnering
with the Hebrew Academy
and Downey Unified School
District to provide remote
support to their students.
If we can be of help to
you, please feel free to

call us at 562.427.7916
and leave a message. We
check messages frequently
throughout the day and
someone will return your
call within 24 hours, Monday
through Friday. Friday calls
will be returned on Monday.
Please share this information
with anyone you know who
might need to reach out to
us for assistance. Clearly,
the need for social services
will continue to grow and
will last far beyond the time
when face masks and social
distancing are in the past.
We are all in this together,
and we will get through it.
Please stay safe and be well.

Race With a View Goes Virtual!

Pattie Davidson | JFCS Director of Development and Communications

to take photos and selfies
along the way and upload
your results to our website
once you’ve reached your
own personal finish line. We
want to see everyone moving
for mental health awareness!
The coronavirus pandemic
has provided an opportunity
to re-envision Race With A
View, originally scheduled
for May 3. It will become a
month-long virtual event, still
coinciding with National
Mental Health Awareness
Month, as we move together
for awareness of the
importance of access to
mental health services for all
in our community — especially

We hope to re-schedule
an in-person Race With
A View in August, and all
who participate in Virtual
Race With A View will
automatically be registered

during these troubled times.
The virtual format allows
you, as a participant, to
choose when during the
month of May, where, and
how you walk or run. Register
at virtual.racewithaview.com,
create a team if you wish,
and participate at your
convenience, observing all
recommendations regarding
sa fety a nd physi c al
distancing, of course! Be sure

for the in-person event at
no further charge. Also,
participation in either event
qualifies you for the Long
Beach Trifecta 5k/10k Series
for Good.
Please make plans now
to participate. You’ll be
helping JFCS continue its
life-affirming work during
this time of crisis and as
we move forward, healing
together as a community.
For more information visit
racewithaview.com, and
to register, go to virtual.
racewithaview.com.

Early-bird registration prior
to May 1 is $30 and thereafter
$35. Team participants pay
$25 and students up through
age 2 2 pay $20 and can
register at these rates at any
time. T-shirts and finisher
medals will be available for
pick-up shortly after the
race, and all participants will
be notified by email of the
dates and times available for
pick-up.
JEWISHLONGBEACH.ORG

|

5780 IYAR - SIVAN - TAMMUZ

| 13

COMMUNITY

TRIBUTES

JEWISH
LONG BEACH

JFCS
GENERAL FUND

• Bonnie Lowenthal

GENERAL FUND

• Herschel Pilloff

• Jackie Jones

Beloved Father & Father-in-law

to Daniel & Shauna Pilloff

From Gail & Tom Levy

From Jewish Long Beach Board,
Leadership & Staff

IN HONOR OF BEING A
WOMAN OF VISION

IN MEMORY OF

• Gail Levy

• Howard Davis

From Bonnie Lowenthal

IN HONOR OF YOUR
ABOVE & BEYOND AWARD

• Mike Greenspan

From Lyn & Joel Epstein

Beloved Husband

to Elaine Davis
From Jewish Long Beach Board,
Leadership & Staff

IN MEMORY OF

IN HONOR OF YOUR 65th
ANNIVERSARY

• Howard Davis

• Binnie & Jack Berro

Beloved Husband

From Denise, Michele, 		
grandchildren, and Princess Abby

IN HONOR OF YOUR 65th
ANNIVERSARY

to Elaine Davis
From Lea & Dennis Gerber

IN MEMORY OF

Arthur Friedman

Binnie & Jack Berro

Beloved Father & Father-in-law

From The Pops Group: the Steins,
Slavitts, Kass’, and Feldmans

IN HONOR OF YOUR 65th
ANNIVERSARY

to David & Ellen 		
Friedman

From Jewish Long Beach Board,
Leadership & Staff

Binnie & Jack Berro

IN MEMORY OF

• Brownie Brown

From Melanie Spellens

IN MEMORY OF

Beloved Father & Father-in-law

• Norman Slomann

to Joyce & Hank Feldman

Beloved Husband

From Jewish Long Beach Board,
Leadership & Staff

to Gail Webster

IN MEMORY OF

From Binnie & Jack Berro

MEMORY OF

• Brownie Brown

• Dean Marinos

Beloved Father & Father-in-law

to Joyce & Hank Feldman

Beloved Father

to Sofia Riley

JEWISH
LONG BEACH

GENERAL FUND
IN MEMORY OF

IN HONOR OF YOUR
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY

IN

IN MEMORIAM

From Arlene & Rick Freeman

JEWISH
LONG BEACH
GENE LENTZNER
LEADERSHIP FUND

IN MEMORY OF

Beloved Sister & Sister-in-law

to CJ Harmatz & Mark
Levinstein

IN MEMORY OF

• Gene Lentzner
Beloved Husband & Father

to Ann Lentzner & Family

From Jewish Long Beach Board,
Leadership & Staff

From Myron Bloom
From Norma & Jan Stein
From Esther Langsam
From Pamela Kushner
From Jill & Lewis Rosenberg

IN MEMORY OF

• Allison Chasin
Beloved Daughter

to Laura & Neil Chasin

From Jewish Long Beach Board,
Leadership & Staff

IN MEMORY OF

• Gene Lentzner
Beloved Brother & Brother-in-law

IN MEMORY OF

Beloved Husband

to Judi & Gordon 		
Lentzner

From Judi & Gordon Lentzner

From Norma & Jan Stein
From Jill & Lewis Rosenberg

• Howard Davis
to Elaine Davis
IN MEMORY OF

IN MEMORY OF

Beloved Son

Beloved Son

• Lanny Warren

• Lanny Warren
to Elaine Warren

to Elaine Warren

From Judi & Gordon Lentzner

From Shirley Feiwell

IN MEMORY OF

• Kelly Hanna

Beloved Sister & Sister-in-law

to Catherine Hanna &
Steve Askin

From Jewish Long Beach Board,
Leadership & Staff

IN MEMORY OF

• Randy Katz

AJCC
PAULA BLUM SENIOR
ADULT FUND
IN MEMORY OF

• Charlotte Moskowitz
to Louis Moskowitz
From Hyam & Sheila Eglash
From Linda Krugman

Beloved Wife

to Rabbi David Klatzker

From Jewish Long Beach Board,
Leadership & Staff

For AJCC tributes please call:
562.424.3915 ext. 1012

Binne & Jack Berro
Cheryl Beiner
Susan Bernstein
Edie & Joel Brodsky
JoAnne & Scott Charmack
Sheila Craven
Amy & David Cymberg
Mona & Gary Doshay
Shirley Feiwell
Lindsey & Gary Fields
Arlene & Rick Freeman
Laurie & Brian Garabedian
Kevin Giser
Cynthia Gordon/Myron Wollin
Adrienne & Stuart Green
Kristie & Curtis Kaiser
Robert Karm & Phyllis Oster
Aaron & Leslie Kern
Irene & David Leib
Deborah & Daniel Lelchuk
Joanne & Gerald Levy
Arla Lewis
Nancy & Jim Linden
Ann & Mike Martin
Carol Masters
National National Council of Jewish
Women
Yolanda & Victor Placencio
Lisa Raufman
Kellie Sala
Doreen & Irwin Shuldiner
Louise Sperr
Norma & Jan Stein
Susan Stuhlbarg
David Tillman & Karen Zoller

For the Jewish Long Beach
COVID-19 Relief Fund:
562.426.7601 ext. 1314

IN MEMORY OF

From Binnie & Jack Berro

• Brownie Brown

TO ASSIST VICTIMS OF
COVID-19

Beloved Father & Father-in-law

to Joyce & Hank Feldman

From Mona & Gary Doshay

TO ASSIST VICTIMS OF
COVID-19

From Judi & Gordon Lentzner

IN MEMORY OF

• Lanny Warren

From Sigrid Simonson

Beloved Son

PIZER FUND

to Elaine Warren

IN HONOR OF YOUR 65th
ANNIVERSARY

From Jewish Long Beach Board,
Leadership & Staff

• Binnie & Jack Berro

IN MEMORY OF

• Kelly Hanna

From Madge Pizer

taking care of each other
is what community is all about.

Beloved Sister & Sister-in-law

BLAKEY FUND

IN HONOR OF YOUR NEW
GREAT GRANDSON
• Renee Simon
From Sandy Horwitz

to Catherine Hanna &
Steve Askin
From Jewish Long Beach Board,
Leadership & Staff

the friends and families of our Jewish community
with personal, compassionate care. Rely on us to help you create a personal,
meaningful memorial that truly honors the life it represents.

W E ’ RE P ROUD TO S E RV E

HAPPY 70th BIRTHDAY TO

IN MEMORY OF

• Lea Stern

• Howard Davis

From Harriet & Hunter Kaplan

Beloved Husband

MAZEL TOV – 65th
ANNIVERSARY

to Elaine Davis
From Sandy Horwitz

• Binnie & Jack Berro

GROMAN EDEN
Mortuary & Eden Memorial Park
MISSION HILLS

800-522-4875 GromanEdenMortuary.com

From Jewish Long Beach Board,
Leadership & Staff

To make a JFCS tribute, please
call: 562.427.7916
14 | CHRONICLE

JEWISH LONG BEACH
COVID-19 RELIEF FUND

|

For Jewish Long Beach tributes:
562.426.7601 ext. 1314
MAY – JUNE 2020

FD 1070 / FD 1070

IN MEMORIAM

NEWS

COMMUNITY

May their memory be a blessing
Brownie Brown
Allison Chasin
Howard Davis
Mark Fox
Arthur Friedman
Kelly Hanna

Jackie Jones
Ethel Kanne
Randy Katz
Julie Arms Meek
Sidney Schulman
Lanny Warren

We extend our condolences to the families and friends of
those who have recently lost a loved one.
If you know of someone who has recently passed and would
like them recognized in our publication, please send your
request to: chronicle@jewishlongbeach.org

3635 Elm Avenue Long Beach, CA 90807 Phone: 562-426-6413
Website: tbslb.org
JEWISHLONGBEACH.ORG
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T E M P L E I S R A E L LO N G B E AC H

“We strive for Temple Israel to be like Abraham’s tent, open on all sides, welcoming to all. In keeping with that philosophy, everyone who wishes
to be a supporting member of our community is welcome, regardless of the amount they are able to contribute.” Temple Israel Board of Directors

WE ARE PHYSICAL DISTANCING...
NOT SOCIAL DISTANCING!
YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN OUR
ONLINE “VIRTUAL” COMMUNITY

CONNECT WITH US AT WWW.TILB.ORG

Temple Israel understands the value of
maintaining community during these challenging
times. We are currently offering programming for
all ages, including Shabbat and holiday services,
online adult education classes, religious school,
and family and tot programming.

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU!

TEMPLE ISRAEL PROUDLY WELCOMES
OUR NEW SPIRITUAL LEADER

RABBI SCOTT FOX

JOINING OUR COMMUNITY IN JULY

Join us this Summer
for Shabbat Services and programs
and meet our new Rabbi.
BE PART OF THE GROWING EXCITEMENT!
WE ARE A DIVERSE AND INCLUSIVE REFORM CONGREGATION INSPIRING JEWISH LIFE IN LONG BEACH FOR OVER 96 YEARS!
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