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President’s Message 
By Evalyn Block

Passover Thoughts
Growing up, my most vivid memories regarding Jewish holidays are those of Passover. As a 
child, one might think it was Chanukah with its brightly lit candles, gift giving, latkes and spin-
ning dreidels. While I will admit, I did enjoy Chanukah, Passover stood out. It was special. It was 
spending time with my mother as we would change out our dishes for Pesach, look for chametz, 
and fill the house with wonderful aromas as we cooked together. It was the way my father would 
put a contemporary spin on the meaning of Passover, relating it to what was happening in the 
world at the time. It wasn’t until I was older that I grew to appreciate the true meaning of what my 
father was trying to teach us and what the significance was behind the retelling of the Exodus story.

Thus, here is a question that we are able to answer because we have matured enough to have gained understanding and 
wisdom: Why do we read the Torah and Haggadah year after year when the story hasn’t changed? The answer is because 
although the book is the same, and the story hasn’t changed, we have. We are not the same person we were last year, the 
world we live in has changed, and with it our perspective and our ideas.
Therefore, we look at the text with new eyes and we find new meaning behind the words we have read numerous times.
This year as we take part in the Seder let us remember how important it is to impart the meaning behind the story to all of 
our children, regardless of age, and to those gathered around our table. The story of our liberation from slavery to freedom 
has a timeless and contemporary message. What are these messages? (Continued on p. 3) 

In Memory of Evelyn Dantzic Geller, 1930-2017 
By Hanna B. Smith
Our friend Evelyn Dantzic Geller, who died on January 22, 
accomplished much during her lifetime. Yet for those who 
knew her, her most enduring legacy is her personality. Peo-
ple talk about Evelyn’s kindness, her enduring friendship, 
her loyalty to the causes that she espoused, reaching out to 
newcomers, her enjoyment of life, and especially her love of 
children and young people.
Evelyn grew up in Baltimore, Maryland, and attended col-
lege in the East, majoring in nursing and 
education and receiving master’s degrees in 
both. In 1968 Evelyn joined the University 
of Kentucky faculty as an instructor in medi-
cal and surgical nursing. Eventually, Evelyn 
became coordinator of the adult nursing divi-
sion and taught adult and gerontology nurs-
ing and pharmacology, both at the junior and 
senior level. 
When the Hospice program was initiated in 
the Bluegrass Region, Evelyn was appointed 
to its board of directors where she served for 
many years. She joined the Kentucky Nurses 
Association, on whose board she served and 
whose president she was from 1983 to 1984. 
After she retired, the KNA inducted Evelyn into their Sigma 
Beta Tau chapter as a lifelong honorary member. 
In addition to her distinguished career as a nurse educator 
Evelyn found time to contribute of her knowledge and exper-
tise to the local Jewish community. Evelyn joined Ohavay 
Zion Synagogue and the Lexington Chapter of Hadassah. 
She was also an early member of the Lexington Havurah. 

Evelyn grew up in a traditional household and received a 
good Jewish education, which she continued throughout her 
adult years. This included studying Jewish ethics related to 
the practice of medicine. Her Jewish identity was part of her 
and was reflected in her actions. As an ardent Zionist she vis-
ited Israel whenever possible. Eventually she spent her sab-
batical 6 months working and teaching at a hospital in Pet-
ach Tikvah. In Israel she became friends with Judith Steiner 
Freud, Dean of the School of Nursing at Hadassah Hospital. 

Evelyn joined the Havurah because of her 
commitment to egalitarian values in Judaism. 
She celebrated her adult bat mitzvah with the 
Havurah and participated in services, includ-
ing giving sermons.
Following her retirement Evelyn regularly 
attended Shabbat services at Ohavay Zion 
Synagogue. Evelyn was knowledgeable 
about Jewish subjects and always responded 
when the rabbi asked the congregation to 
comment about the weekly Torah portion. 
Evelyn’s remarks were always thoughtful 
and sometimes humorous. Evelyn liked get-
ting an Aliyah even when it became difficult 

for her to walk. For a while Evelyn taught the older children 
at the Religious School of Ohavay Zion. 
In 1986, upon the request of Rabbi Uriel Smith, Evelyn and 
Leon Cooper, chairman of the Ohavay Zion Synagogue’s re-
ligious committee, formed a Chevra Kadisha (Jewish burial 
society). The Chevra Kadisha was and still is open to all of 
the Lexington Jewish community. (Continued on p.2)
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Ask JFS: Raising Awareness of Child Abuse 
By Mimi Kaufman

Jewish Federation of the Bluegrass 
is one of the Community Partners 
with Prevent Child Abuse Ken-
tucky. April is Child Abuse Aware-
ness month. It is important to stop 
and give attention and thought to 
the occurrence of child abuse. If 
your child is a Religious School 
student there will be some litera-
ture coming home this month from 
Prevent Child Abuse Kentucky.

Education campaigns are necessary to keep the public aware 
of the problem and its implications. Abusive behavior is cy-
clic. And physical violence behavior escalates in every gen-
eration. Breaking the cycle is the goal.
Nationally, every year 3.6 million referrals are made to child 
protection agencies involving more than 6.6 million chil-
dren. A report is made every 10 seconds.
Child Abuse has consequences.
•Abused children are 25% more likely to experience teen 
pregnancy
•Abuse effects a child’s ability to learn to pay attention in 
school
•Abused teens are more likely to engage in sexual risk-tak-
ing putting themselves at greater risk for STD’s
•About 30 percent of abused neglected children will later 
abuse their own children, continuing the cycle
•In at least one study, about 80%  of 21 year-olds who were 
abused as children met the criteria for at least one psycho-

(Evelyn Geller tribute, continued from p. 1) Until then there had been no Chevra Kadisha in Lexington. Bodies needing 
to be prepared for burial according to Jewish tradition had to be taken to a funeral home in Louisville and then returned to 
Lexington for interment. 
Beth Goldstein, Evelyn’s friend and member of Ohavay Zion Synagogue, admired Evelyn for her sensitivity in training 
people to prepare the bodies for burial. She also tactfully elicited cooperation with Jewish burial customs from two local 
funeral homes. According to Ms. Goldstein, Evelyn, with her actions, thought to meet the needs of the total community. 
People willingly volunteered to carry out the difficult work of the Chevra Kadisha because they respected Evelyn. 
In spite of her worsening illness Evelyn was determined to live as normally as possible, continuing to meet her many re-
sponsibilities. According to her friend, Dr. Leon Ravvin, Evelyn’s fortitude and willpower had a quality that transcended 
her physical reality. “Evelyn’s character and personality were unusual, beyond average,” says Dr. Ravvin. She even had a 
bucket list of things she wanted to do, including an Alaska cruise and a hot-air balloon ride. She did both.
To further serve the Jewish community, Evelyn became certified as a mashgichah, someone qualified to supervise preparing 
kosher food. She was available for banquets held outside of the synagogue, working with local hotel chefs and their staff.
Evelyn was invested in Hadassah. She served as the local chapter’s president from 1978 until 1980 and also held other port-
folios. Following her chapter presidency Evelyn joined the board of the Central States Region. There she held the portfolio 
of Camp Young Judaea and served on the camp committee. 
Another of Evelyn’s concerns was the Jewish Federation. She served on its board and was its president from 1997 until1999. 
Evelyn chaired the Federation’s social services committee for several years until she became too ill.
Many people remember Evelyn’s wonderful relationship with children. She treated them like her own nieces and nephews 
and they accepted her as part of the family. Our children expected Evelyn to join us for Shabbat and holiday meals, parents 
told me. “Evelyn took me seriously, never talked down to a child,” says Penina Goldstein, now a teacher and a mother 
herself. A former Sunday school teacher at the Temple remembers Evelyn’s easy rapport with teenagers. Evelyn had been 
invited to talk to the class about death and dying. She put the class at ease and engaged the children in a lively discussion 
about this difficult topic. 
Famously, Evelyn kept chocolates in her tote bag to give to the children after Shabbat services at the synagogue.
These are some of the wonderful memories of Evelyn, and her memory is truly for a blessing.

logical disorder
Child Abuse and Substance Abuse.
•1/3 to 2/3 of child maltreatment cases involve substance use 
to some degree
•In one study, children whose parents abused alcohol and 
other drugs were three times more likely to be abused and 
more than four times more likely to be neglected than chil-
dren from non-abusing families
•As many as two-thirds of the people in the treatment for 
drug abuse reported that they were abused or neglected as 
children
•More than a third of adolescents with a report of abuse or 
neglect will have a substance use disorder before the age of 
18, three times as likely as those without a report abuse or 
neglect
Here are a few reminders of how we can all have a positive 
influence on children and parents every day.
1. Be a good example. Respect your family members. Use 
a courteous tone of voice with them. When children misbe-
have, let them know that you dislike what they did not who 
they are. Reward good behavior. Apologize when you are 
wrong.
2. Be a friend to a parent. Having a friend to confide in when 
you are angry with your children can help to ease the frus-
trations and tensions. Invite a parent to exercise with you 
to relieve stress. Children are usually better behaved when 
their parents are relaxed and happy.
3. Reach out to a relative or neighbor (Continued on p. 4)
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Campaign News 
By Tamara Ohayon

Thank You to our Super Sunday Donors and Volunteers
The 2017 Community Campaign kicked off on Sunday, February 26 with our annual Super Sun-
day phonathon.  With twenty volunteers and staff we were able to reach out to nearly 200 house-
holds.  Thank you to those who answered our call and committed to supporting our work.
Special thanks to volunteers Mike Ades, Evalyn Block, Gayle Bourne, Bruce Broudy, Jane Cha-
put, Gail Cohen, Erin Fulton, Lynn Furness, Jenn Garlin, Bob Grossman, Mickey Hernandez, 
Larry Kant, Bob Orbach, Linda Ravvin, Ricki Rosenberg, Judy Saxe, Ken Slepyan, and Hanna 
Smith for their assistance that day.

To date we have raised nearly $40,000 in pledges for this campaign year.
Looking ahead there will be many more opportunities to make a contribution to our 2017 Annual Community Campaign. 
The next big event will be our Major Gifts Champagne and Dessert reception with guest speaker Richard Sandler, Board 
Chair of the Jewish Federations of North America.
Of course, donations in honor of/in memory of someone, and special gift donations are always greatly appreciated. Volun-
teers are also vital to any community, and your time and assistance to JFB would be invaluable!
The list of 2016 donors is on page 8. Thank you!

(President’s Message, continued from p. 1) They are the im-
portance of remembering the past, the importance of opti-
mism and the importance of our responsibility to others.
The story of Passover is not just for us to remember our 
liberation from Egyptian bondage, but also to inspire us to 
strive for a greater measure of liberation from all the limi-
tations and distractions which impede us from being moral 
and ethical in our everyday life. Let us also remember that 
we were strangers in the land of Egypt and out of fear that 
our numbers might increase and impact negatively on their 
society, the ruler, in this case Pharaoh, placed us into servi-
tude. We have already seen this type of mindset in modern 
times with Japanese internment camps, and now we are wit-
nessing it again with the “stranger” in our land. History is 
the only way we can learn from our past. That is why it is so 
important to remember our past and heed the famous words 
of George Santayana: “Those who do not learn from the past 
are condemned to repeat it.”
The importance of never losing hope is critical in the Pass-
over story and has been paramount throughout Jewish histo-
ry. The relevance of hope in Passover is believing that Pha-
raoh would let our people go, that the bonds of slavery could 
be broken and that Jews would enter the promised land. To-
day those who live under repressive regimes, tyrannical rul-
ers, or who have fled their homeland, hope for the day when 
they can find a safe harbor and tyranny becomes a thing of 
the past. Without hope, all would be lost and a defeatist at-

titude would prevail. As Jews, we should understand all too 
well the power of hope, for was it not hope of liberation that 
sustained us during the Shoah? 
Finally, perhaps the greatest lesson today that we can take 
away from the retelling of our liberation from slavery to free-
dom is the importance of responsibility to others. Because 
we were slaves in Egypt we should have empathy for the 
oppressed, concern for the rights of strangers, the homeless 
and the impoverished. Because of our collective experiences 
throughout history and the injustice we are experiencing to-
day, as we experience the desecration of our cemeteries and 
the threats to our community centers, we should, more than 
anyone else, understand the pain and suffering brought on by 
prejudice and discrimination. We recall our suffering during 
Passover to remember and reinforce that we have a respon-
sibility to others to speak out, take action and commit our-
selves to right the wrongs of the world. We were entrusted 
to be a light among the nations and, to the best of our ability, 
try to repair the world.
I sincerely believe these three things; the importance of re-
membering the past, the importance of optimism and the 
importance of our responsibility to others, are the ideals we 
should reinforce and teach during Passover. We are very for-
tunate to have a ritual which allows us to pass down the les-
sons of standing up for equality, pursuing justice and stand-
ing up for the rights of the marginalized from generation to 
generation.

 

ISRAEL CONTEST 
Learn about Israel and win a prize! 

 

As part of our community Yom Ha’atzmaut Israel Independence Day 
celebration, Jewish Lexington will hold its first ever Israel Quiz on 

Sunday, April 30, 2017. Everyone can participate! 
 

There will be one quiz for Juniors ages 17 and under, and a different 
quiz for Seniors ages 18 and over. You must be present at the Yom 

Ha’atzmaut event to take the quiz. Participants with the top scores in 
each age group will win a prize. 

A list of quiz topics and more information is available at jewishlexington.org/israelquiz. B’hatzlacha! Good luck!
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Ask A Rabbi 
By Rabbi David Wirtschafter

Fourth Child Blues: A Question of Silence
Here’s a classic Jewish joke in honor of Passover: 
Q: “Why is it you Jews always reply to question with question?”
A: “Why do you ask?”
The participation of the fourth child “The One Who Doesn’t Know How to Ask” she’ano yodayah 
lishol leaves us at an uncharacteristic loss for words. “Who ever heard of a Jew without a question? 
And how can a question without words be answered?” Nothing about this fourth child makes any 

sense. Even number four’s name is confusing. What does the Hagaddah mean by “how?” Should this be taken developmen-
tally to mean that Four literally can’t speak? Perhaps it’s meant to be psychological? Four is too intimidated to speak. One, 
received tons of praise. Can’t top that. Two, was told off for being rude. Don’t want to go there. Three, got neither. Hmm. 
Maybe it’s meant to be taken intellectually? Four, doesn’t even know where to begin. Something akin to the interviewer so 
excited by the guest and so pressed for time that its difficult to determine what to ask.
Whatever the back story may be, all we have is silence, which is hard to interpret, especially for Jews. Do we have a silence 
of anger, protest, fear, amazement, bewilderment? Non-verbal though it may be, the parents at the seder are still expected 
to interpret and provide a response to the fourth child’s question. Interpretation, after all, is what’s been going on the entire 
time. We have no idea how satisfied or dissatisfied one, two, or three are with the way their questions were interpreted or 
responded to either.
What we do have is how the Hagaddah expects the parent to respond to Four’s silence. Ata patach lo. “You must open this 
child up.” Teach Four to ask. Help Four to ask. Inspire Four to ask. Tell the story of liberation in such a way that Four is 
bursting with questions. As in the Hagaddah, we too have people in our lives: patients, clients, students, congregants, col-
leagues, supervisors, friends, and family members who seem to present their questions through silence if they present them 
at all. A silence that baffles us, frustrates us. A silence that is difficult to interpret.
May we learn meaningful lessons from the examples set by the parent at the seder, positive and negative alike. May we be 
mindful that even praise has a price. Is child one’s question “wise” because the parent is pleased, or is the parent pleased 
because child one’s question is wise? May we consider that criticism has consequences. Is child two’s question “wicked” 
because of the words that were used or the tone that was taken? Was the harsh reply really warranted, and if so, why? 
May we ask ourselves how it is we know that the third child’s question was so “simple’?  Was the response on par with the 
sophistication of the question that was asked? (The Jerusalem Talmud switches the labels of the Babylonian, calling the 
“simple” child “wise” and the “wise” child “simple”.) And may we challenge ourselves to listen not only to sound but also 
to silence, so that we may formulate a wise response to child four’s wordless question. 

Our local rabbis write columns pertaining to a variety of topics. We encourage you to submit suggestions 
for columns you would be interested in reading to shalom@jewishlexington.org.

(Ask JFS, continued from p. 2)in need. Offer to babysit to give them a break.
4. Praise and encourage the children you know. Every child can benefit from a cheerleader who is not their own mom or 
dad. It can mean the world to a child. Be that positive force in a child’s life. Tell them if you are proud of them and give 
them compliments when deserved.
In summary, prevention is key in breaking cycles of neglect and abuse. However, it is also all of our responsibilities to report 
if you suspect abuse or neglect. You can actually make a report online with the Kentucky Cabinet for Children and Families 
as long as it is not a situation that requires an emergency response. 

Ask JFS is a monthly column covering a wide range of issues. If you have a problem or a concern that you would like 
addressed in this Shalom column, please send them either by mail to Jewish Family Services at 1050 Chinoe Road 
Suite 112, or by email to jfs@jewishlexington.org. You can always call with your confidential questions at (859) 269-8244.

JFS Caregiver Support Meeting 
 

Jewish Family Services’monthly Caregiver Support Meeting will be April 13, 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at 
Temple Adath Israel Sisterhood Lounge. This monthly meeting provides a confidential and supportive envi-

ronment to allow family members, friends and caregivers to meet regularly for mutual support, education, and 
exchanging of ideas with one another.

The group will continue to meet the 2nd Thursday of each month and you are open to join at anytime.

For more information, contact Mimi Kaufman, at jfs@jewishlexington.org.
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Midway 
By Reva Schottenstein

One of the things I love about liv-
ing in Lexington is that you can 
drive less than 30 minutes in any 
direction and find a charming little 
town to explore. One of the clos-
est and most charming towns in the 
heart of the bluegrass is Midway. 
Midway is just a twenty minute 
drive down Leestown Road. With 

its lovely Victorian homes and quaint Main Street shopping 
district, Midway is a great place to spend a weekend after-
noon.
The town was founded in the mid nineteenth century as a 
railroad town and still maintains this status, as cargo trains 
continue to pass through Main Street multiple times a day. 
An entire afternoon can be spent wandering through Mid-
way’s galleries and boutiques. With three different galleries 
and about a half dozen antique shops, Midway is the place to 
find unique local art and antiques to add that “only in Ken-
tucky” flair to your home’s décor.
My favorite of the antique shops is Calamity Jane Primi-
tives. This shop offers well-preserved antique home décor. 
Meandering through Calamity Jane Primitives can feel as 
though you are walking through a museum, with the items 

laid out together so intentionally. It is a unique trip through 
time from which you can take pieces back home.
Among the shops along Main Street there are also several 
great places to find refreshments. Midway can satisfy any 
hunger from chili dogs and milkshakes at Railroad Drug and 
Old Time Soda to fine dining at Heirloom. Two of the res-
taurants in town, Grey Goose and Darlin Jean’s Apple Cob-
bler Café both have plenty of outdoor seating, which you 
can’t beat on a spring or summer evening.
Midway’s treasures are not only to be found on Main Street. 
Be sure you spend some time walking or driving around the 
town to view the beautiful architecture of Midway’s homes. 
With quiet roads, Midway is very walkable. The homes that 
makeup the town’s neighborhood are beautiful examples of 
Victorian architecture with gabled roofs, gingerbread trim, 
and large front porches. There are also small historic shot-
gun houses, which have been lovingly restored.
Midway, in the heart of the Bluegrass, is an example of what 
gives this area so much of its character. The town is a living 
and breathing representation of the value that Kentuckians 
have for heritage and history.
Follow Reva’s local travel blog at thoroughlykentucky.com.

Farewell, Talia!  
By Talia Smolkin

Shalom to all,
I wanted to share with you that I am leaving my position here at Jewish Federation in mid-March. 
This was a very difficult decision because I deeply care for our work and this incredible commu-
nity. It is the relationships that I have with the staff, volunteers, donors, and community members 
that have brought tremendous joy and meaning to this work.
As many of you know, I have a particularly soft spot in my heart for PJ Library. PJ Library can 
spark Jewish life, and can be a beautiful point of connection for Jewish families as well as a great 
support for parents. I am so thankful that I will continue to see many of you around this wonderful 
community, and of course will remain a PJ Library parent!

I am grateful for the Jewish Federation of the Bluegrass. The range of what JFB does is incredible, from the new JFS Care-
giving Support Group, to monthly Jewish learning with our rabbis, to engaging with our fabulous PJ Library families. It has 
been an honor to be part of JFB.
Talia Smolkin

Community Yom HaAtzmaut Celebration 

 
Sunday, April 30, 12:30 p.m. 

Ohavay Zion Synagogue 
 

Celebrate Israel’s Independence Day with Lexington’s Jewish 
community! This year’s festival will include activities for all ages, 

including music, games, an Israel quiz, vegetarian Israeli street 
food by Izzy’s Kosher Catering, interactive exhibits, and much 

more! 
 

Contact Tamara for more information 
at tamara@jewishlexington.org.
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Jewish Federation of the Bluegrass’ 
Major Gifts Fundraiser

will be held
June 8!

 
Details to be announced.

For more information, contact 
Tamara Ohayon at

tamara@jewishlexington.org.

Israel 21c: Study finds clues to blood cancer in Arabs and Jews 
By Israel 21c Staff 
(Originally published online March 15 2017)

Some risk factors for B-cell non-Hodgkin lymphoma are the 
same in both groups, while others are unique to one or the 
other.
New light has been shed on the interplay between genes, 
environment and disease with the publication of an Israeli 
study on risk factors for non-Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL) in 
Jewish and Arab populations.
As of 2012, Israel ranked first in the world in NHL incidence 
rates. This blood cancer represents the fifth most common 
malignancy in Israel and the eighth most common malig-
nancy among West Bank Palestinians.
Yet despite living in close proximity, the two populations 
tend to differ in terms of lifestyle, health behaviors and med-
ical systems.
Israeli and Palestinian researchers, led by senior hematolo-
gist Dr. Ora Paltiel, director of the Hebrew University-
Hadassah Braun School of Public 
Health and Community Medicine, 
conducted a large-scale epidemio-
logical study of medical history, 
environmental and lifestyle factors 
among 823 Palestinian Arabs and 
Israeli Jews with B-cell non-Hodg-
kin lymphoma (B-NHL) and 808 
healthy controls.
Until now, most epidemiological 
studies of NHL have been carried 
out in North American and Euro-
pean populations, with a few fo-
cusing on East Asian populations and very few on B-NHL 
in Middle Eastern populations.
Using data from questionnaires, pathology review, serology 
and genotyping, they uncovered some risk factors common 
to both populations and other factors unique to each popula-
tion.
The data, reported in the peer-reviewed journal PLOS ONE, 
showed that in both populations, overall B-NHL was associ-
ated with recreational sun exposure, black hair-dye use, a 
history of hospitalization for infection, and having a first-de-
gree relative with a blood cancer. An inverse association was 
noted with alcohol use. Some exposures, including smoking 
and greater-than-monthly indoor pesticide use, were associ-
ated with specific subtypes of B-NHL.
The data also pointed to differences between the popula-

tions. Among Palestinian Arabs, risk factors included gar-
dening and a history of herpes, mononucleosis, rubella, or 
blood transfusion, while these factors were not identified in 
the Israeli Jewish population. In contrast, risk factors that 
applied to Israeli Jews only included growing fruits and veg-
etables, and self-reported autoimmune diseases.
The researchers concluded that differences in the observed 
risk factors by ethnicity could reflect differences in lifestyle, 
medical systems and reporting patterns, while variations by 
lymphoma subtypes infer specific causal factors for different 
types of the disease. These findings require further investi-
gation as to their mechanisms.
The fact that risk factors operate differently in different eth-
nic groups raises the possibility that environmental expo-
sures don’t have the identical effect in individuals of vary-
ing genetic backgrounds. But this could also be a function of 
many other factors such as diet, cultural habits, environmen-

tal and housing conditions.
“Apart from the scientific contribu-
tion that this research provides in 
terms of understanding risk factors 
for NHL, the study was an impor-
tant research cooperation among 
many institutions,” said Paltiel.
Those institutions included Hadas-
sah-Hebrew University Medical 
Center; Al Quds University; Au-
gusta Victoria Hospital; Beit Jalla 
Hospital; Hebrew University; Pal-

estinian Ministry of Health; Rambam Medical Center; Tech-
nion-Israel Institute of Technology; Chaim Sheba Medical 
Center; Meir Medical Center; and Tel Aviv University in 
Israel, and Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York.
“The study provided opportunities for training Palestinian 
and Israeli researchers, and will provide for intellectual in-
teraction for years to come. The data collected will also pro-
vide a research platform for the future study of lymphoma,” 
said Paltiel. “Epidemiologic research has the potential to im-
prove and preserve human health, and it can also serve as a 
bridge to dialogue among nations.”
The study was supported by a MERC/USAID grant, by the 
Israel Science Foundation and by the Hadassah University 
Hospital Compensatory Fund.
Source: https://www.israel21c.org/study-finds-clues-to-
blood-cancer-in-arabs-and-jews/

 

SAVE THE DATE!
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Movie Honoring a Righteous Gentile for 
Yom HaShoah 

 
On April 24 (Yom HaShoah) at 7:30 p.m., Michael 
and Gloria Rie and Jewish Federation of the Blue-
grass will sponsor a showing of “Disobedience” at 
the Kentucky Theater in respectful remembrance 

of Aristedes de Sousa Mendes, a Righteous Among 
the Nations at Yad Vashem. 

 
In June 1940 this devout Roman Catholic diplomat-

ic consul of neutral Portugal in Bordeaux, France 
chose to grant 30,000 transit visas to Jews and other 
“undesireables” to reach Lisbon in direct defiance 
of his government’s directive prohibiting this ac-
tion. This act of conscience directly permitted Dr. 

Rie’s grandparents and their children to come to the 
United States. Further details of time and voluntary 

donations will follow. 
 

Visit www.sousamendesfoundation.org for addi-
tional information on the film.

More information about the community Yom HaShoah

commemoration can be found on page 14.
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Thank you to our 2016 Annual Community Campaign Donors
General Campaign

$1-99
June Abisch-Wash
Ryann Akolkar
Linda Angelo
Alan van den Arend
Daniel Baker
Alan Barrish
Stacie and Michael Bass
Janice Brock
Gilson J. Capilouto
Francie Chassen-Lopez
Janice Crane
Anthony Davidson
Gladys and Sydney Edelstein
Evalynne and David Elias
Dusty Columbia Embury and Michael Embury 
Eve Podet and Michael Finucane
Dee Fizdale
Erin Fulton
Marilyn Getchell
Jonathan Golding
Helena Harvie
Cheryl and Eric Henson
Josephine Hernandez
Susan Isaacs, PhD
Minna Katz-Brown
Ilana Kline
George Levine
Chaya Litvin
Susie and Tim Magill
Elise and Joseph Anthony Mandel
Claudia Kane Michler and John Michler 
Jo Mink
Sheila and Robert Orbach
Carol and Jack Russell
Karen and Jerry Sander
Mark Scarr
Elaine and Dale Schermer
Dianne and Mark Schneider
Ruth Ann and David Scott
Pamela Silverman
Heidi Simons
Katy Miller and Brent Smith
Di Sobel and Greg Smith
Paul Tillier
Madelyn Twyman
Judi Wurmser and Paul Cable
30 anonymous
 
$100-499
Cynthia Beeman and Dennis Lynn
Gayle and Peter Bourne
Ann Buckholtz
Marilyn Cherson
Diana and Rick Clewett
Rabbi Sharon Cohen and Jeffrey Siegel

Elizabeth and Roger Piercy
Barbara Frommer
Robin and Daniel Geiger
Anne and Wayne Graff
Jane and Arthur Graham
Kenneth Graulich
Valerie Nicholson and Brent Haskell
Carol and Ronald Hustedde
Al Isaac
Darcie and Jim Jarman
Diane Bazell and Larry Kant
Eva and Alan Kaplan
Judy Goldsmith and Andrew Klapper
Deborah Aminoff and Steve Kraman
Amia Kurs
Dan Liebman
Patricia and Michael Marx
Susan and Wayne Masterman
Debbie Masters
Richard Milich
Jennifer Miller
Ross Moosnick
Deborah and Peter Nelson
Allen Paritz
Jeremy Popkin
Adele and Norman Potter
Jill Rappoport
Jenny and Jeffrey Rice
Mary Rosenbaum
Carol and Jack Russell
Erin and Seth Salomon
Diane and Mark Schneider
Roberta and Louis Shain
Marianne and Harold Sherman
Joel Siegel
Talia and Rabbi Moshe Smolkin
Jane and Charles Spiegel
Leona and Charles Stern
Laura and George Szekely
Olga and Constantine Vulakh
Elizabeth and David Wachtel
Jerry Wurmser
30 anonymous
 
$500-999
Michael Ades
Lisa and David Adkins
Jo and Robert Belin
Philip Berger
Jane and Leo Chaput
Elvira and Daniel Ellis
Diane and Martin Friedman
Lynn and Jim Furness
Beth and Jonathan Glixon
Barbara and Robert Grossman
Judy and Lou Hersh
Barry Irwin
Carol and Paul Mandelstam
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Thank you to our 2016 Annual Community Campaign Donors
Angie and Rich Ornstein
Karen Petrone and Ken Slepyan
Susan and Jack Westerman
10 anonymous

$1,000-4,999
Robert Baumann
Alan Bloomfield
Elizabeth and Bruce Broudy
Alison and Bret Caller
Jan and Jerry Cerel
Gail Cohen
Leon Cooper 
Vera Dubilier
Shirley and Gerald Dubilier
Kathy and David Feinberg
Irmgard and Hans Gesund
Adam Goldstein, 502print
Kathy and Michael Grossman
Mary Beth and David Henderman
Martin Kaplan
Marilyn and Arthur Lieber
Penny Miller Harris and Stuart Harris
Leon Ravvin
Rosenstein Family Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Marie and David Rudder
Stanley Saxe
Kae and Richard Schennberg
Patricia and David Shraberg
Walter Solomon
9 anonymous

$5,000-9,999
Mary Lynn and Eli Capilouto
Stephen Edelstein
Muir House Foundation Trust
Rosenthal Foundation
2 anonymous

$10,000+
Angela and Antony Beck
Phillip Hoffman
The Zantker Charitable Foundation

$40,000+
Steve Caller

Women’s Philanthropy

$1-99
Deborah Aminoff
Diane Arnson Svarlien
Leah Gayle Bourne
Mary Lou Fischbein
Lynn Furness
Kelly Hale
Mimi Kaufman
Julie Mickler

Deborah Nelson
Kae Schennberg
Beatrice Schumer
Brenda Starr
Marilyn Swan
Tina Trent
Maureen Wrobel
8 anonymous

$100-499
Vivian Bitensky
Jane Chaput
Kathy Feinberg
Fran Friedman
Judy Hersh
Jacquelyn Johnson
Marilyn Lieber
Debbie Masters
Annette Milch
Tamara Ohayon
Angie Ornstein
Etta Polla
Janet Scheeline
Kathy Stein
Leanne Zimmerman
9 anonymous

$500-999
Judith Baumann
Odette Kaplan
Judy B. Wortman
2 anonymous

$1,000-4,999
Marcia Blacker
Evelyn Dantzic Geller, z"l
Linda Ravvin
Harriett Rose
Judith Saxe
Hanna Smith
Terri Solomon
3 anonymous

$5,000-9,999
Simone Salomon
1 anonymous

$10,000+
Susan Caller
Nancy Hoffman
Ricki Rosenberg

We apologize for any inadvertent errors or omissions.

To make a 2017 contribution, visit jewishlexington.org 
or call Tamara Ohayon at (859) 268-0672.
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THE LEXINGTON CHAPTER OF HADASSAH 
Dianne Bazell, President • dbazell@qx.net

Excerpted from the Hadassah Shabbat Drash on “T’tzavveh” at Ohavay Zion Synagogue, 
March 11, 2017.
We Jews are a remembering people. Many of our mitzvot serve as reminders, helping us 
to maintain our consciousness of ourselves, individually and collectively, from our rising 
up until our lying down, year-in-and-year-out, as Jews. We are continually called upon to 
remember.
As Yosef Haim Yerushalmi observed in his essays on the commandment to remember, Zach-
or, both our basic rituals and our holidays are rituals of remembrance, biblically linked, that provide a shared network of 
practices reinforcing our identity through collective memory, relating what we do and what happens in our lives to biblical 
events. Some of us demand more reminding than others. We’re all aware of the variation among us Jews in sartorial, dietary, 
and calendrical observance, not to mention our interpretation of these codes. Some women, for example, find meaning, a 
sense of integrity, and a feeling of belonging in wearing a scheitel or a hat or a headscarf outside the home. Other women 
in other communities wear a kippa and tallis in the sanctuary. Still others, affiliated or not, feel no need for such markers.
To the extent that we live in a world where we are free to do any of this and respect our varied embrace of ritual reminders, 
we are blessed. To the extent that we look askance at our fellow Jews, whether for their expansive, or for their moderated, 
use of ritual reminders—and it goes both ways—we are weakened as a community.
All groups arguably are nourished and sustained by the presence both of those rooted in more stringent tradition-keeping 
and those who inspire, nourish, and reinvigorate the tradition by breathing in new interpretation (and new membership), as 
Jews have done to our advantage, throughout the world and for millennia. Rabbis or not, individually or collectively, we are 
constantly thinking, questioning, evaluating, interpreting and reinterpreting, and reminding ourselves of what we need to 
sustain ourselves as Jews. Just look at the varieties of Orthodox Judaism alone!
We draw discriminating lines of demarcation, especially when we decide what to moderate. (We’ve all heard, “I keep a 
kosher home, but I eat out with friends” or “I draw the line at shellfish.”) More interesting are the ritual reminders willingly 
adopted as acts of empowerment. The ancient ritual of the mikveh, for example, is being refracted through modern sensibili-
ties at “Mayyin Hayyim Living Waters Community Mikveh.” Founded over a decade ago by Anita Diamont, author of The 
Red Tent, it addresses not only traditional uses, but myriad transitional occasions unanticipated in Talmudic times.
Paradoxically, the impetus on the part of women to embrace some Jewish practices has provoked resistance from among the 
most ardent guardians of those very practices.
Women have overcome enormous opposition in order to study and chant Torah and become ordained as rabbis. Hadassah’s 
founder, Henrietta Szold, had to sign an agreement in 1903 with the president of Jewish Theological Seminary that she not 
seek rabbinical ordination in order to pursue advanced Hebrew and Talmudic studies there. Nevertheless, as the saying now 
goes, she persisted, and she contributed volumes of edited, translated, and original scholarship to the corpus of Jewish learn-
ing before ever venturing to Israel to found the organization and the hospital for which we remember her.
Today, women struggle to pray at the Kotel, the Western wall on the Temple Mount.
Hadassah, as an organization, supports the accommodation of egalitarian worship at the Kotel and advocates for the recogni-
tion of both Reform and Conservative movements of Judaism in Israel. The operant word here is “accommodation”—not the 
taking over of an entire space, but the accommodation of various levels of observance, with mutual respect.
Here in Lexington, our congregations and our Jewish community are letting go of old habits and finding new ways to work 
together in mutual respect—worshipping, studying, and engaging in social action expressive of Jewish values—for the ben-
efit of our own community and the wider world.
Our rabbis are demonstrating leadership that serves our community well, which is good, because news reports—whether 
from Whitefish, Montana, or Louisville, or down the street here in Lexington—remind us that the decades of safety to which 
we have grown accustomed in this country can no longer be presumed. Not only we adults, but also, especially, our young 
people, need each other’s support. Anything we can do to strengthen our connectedness, while respecting our diverse ritual 
needs, can only provide us with the sense of solidarity we all need in this increasingly tumultuous time.
Our Hadassah chapter is pleased to play an active role in drawing our community together. In planning Hadassah Shab-
bat Zachor joint services and all our events, we are careful to respect the customs, liturgical sensibilities, and observance 
requirements of both our congregations, as well as the independence of the unaffiliated. Our congregations and the wider 
community can take encouragement and inspiration from this and find avenues in which the members of our community can 
take further advantage of our collective resources and find new ways to work together.
And on this coming Pesach, Chag sameach! 

 
Submissions for the May 2017 edition of Shalom are due April 5! 

 
(Note the early deadline due to Passover!) Contributor articles are always welcome!
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The Lexington Havurah, founded in 1978, is a network of diverse people dedicated to Jewish learning and renewal, community building, 
and “tikkun olam” (repairing the world). A havurah is defined as a gathering or community of friends. The Lexington Havurah is affili-
ated with the United Synagogues of Conservative Judaism and the National Havurah Committee. Members plan, conduct, and share re-
sponsibility for all services. For additional information about services or membership in the Havurah, please contact Steve Shedlofsky at  
shedlof@uky.edu.

THE LEXINGTON HAVURAH 
Steve Shedlofsky, President • shedlof@uky.edu

By Judy Goldsmith

Once we were strangers in a strange land. We left the safety of our home to move to Egypt because of a dream of food in a 
hungry time, of cattle lean and fat, and a dreamer. There we settled, and the leadership that welcomed us was replaced by 
leaders who saw us as cheap labor. Next thing we knew, we were in the building trade, a crucial and underpaid part of the 
economy, a threat to the government at a time when our host country was otherwise preoccupied by military threats.
We left, following a charismatic leader who could call down vengeance on the land. We were homeless for a generation or 
two, lost and depending on handouts for food. But we persevered and found, finally, a new home.
Even then, nothing was given. We fought for what we got.
What does Passover celebrate? Is it the magic that Moses performed? The moments of contact with the divine throughout 
the narrative? The fact that, despite tyranny and oppression, despite 40 years of wandering in the dessert, we survived? Is it 
the rebirth of the Jewish people, emerging from Mizrayim, the narrow place, from a time of constriction into freedom? Or 
the connection, through history, myth, remembrance, and story-telling, to our ancestors and our history?
In a time of uncertainty, fear, and rising anti-Semitism, it is important to remember who we are, to rebirth our connections 
to community and history. It is also important that we connect, through analogy and through concrete acts of outreach, with 
other communities.
On Sunday, April 2, Francie Chassen-Lopez will show the Mexican film, Like a Bride, directed by Guita Schyfter.
Gloria and Michael Rie are sponsoring the film Disobedience at the Kentucky Theater on Monday, April 24, as part of the 
Federation’s Yom HaShoah events.
Looking further out, we might have an educational event and potluck on May 28. In June we may have one of our “Havdalah 
under the Stars.” Then we are asking everyone to start gathering old Havurah documents, photos, and memorabilia and in 
the latter half of July, we’ll have another event to sort the material and/or digitize it in order to submit it to Sarah Dorping-
haus, at the University of Kentucky. 
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WELCOME
Ohavay Zion Synagogue is a warm and welcoming congre-
gation in Lexington, Kentucky. Through the framework of 
Conservative Judaism, we explore our Jewish identities and 
form a community. We celebrate our diversity and wel-
come newcomers. Please join us!

CONGREGATIONAL PASSOVER SEDER
Please join us for our congregational Seder on Tuesday, 
April 11 at 6:00 p.m. as we celebrate our freedom, thank 
God, and delight in eating matzo ball soup, brisket, pota-
toes, vegetables, and a delicious (Kosher for Passover) des-
sert. We will drink our wine, juice or other beverages, and 
have a wonderful evening together. Prepaid RSVP’s are 
required. For additional information, please call the office 
at (859) 266-8050 or email us at office@ozs.org.

KIDS’ SHABBAT
Please join us for this month’s Kids’ Shabbat service on 
Friday, April 21 at 5:30 p.m.

Kids’ Shabbat is our monthly Shabbat Service for younger 
children. We light candles, drink grape juice, eat pizza, sit 
together on beautiful carpets, sing songs, and read amaz-
ing stories from the PJ Library. Newcomers and friends are 
always welcome! 

And please join us for the last Kids’ Shabbat of the year on 
Friday, May 20 at 5:30 p.m.

For more information or to RSVP, email Dominique Olbert 
at domino456@aol.com.

KABBALAT SHABBAT W/ STEWART HOME
Please join us on Friday, April 28 at 5:30 p.m. for our 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services along with our friends from 
Stewart Home. What a terrific way to begin the weekend, 
with a brief but spirited service and with beautiful melodies 
and wonderful friends. Everyone is welcome. Let’s bring in 
Shabbat together!

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
Please join us any Saturday morning of the year, as Ohavay 
Zion Synagogue celebrates Shabbat. We begin at 9:30 a.m.; 

though please feel free to join at any time during the ser-
vice. Our worship is filled with joyous song and fascinating 
Torah discussions. The service concludes around noon, and 
all are invited to schmooze over lunch after the service. 
This is a wonderful way to celebrate Shabbat and to meet 
some nice Jewish folks here in Lexington. Newcomers and 
friends are always welcome!

TUESDAY MINYAN WITH LEARNING FROM REB 
NACHMAN
Tuesday Minyan is a special time at OZS. During this brief 
service, students and adults both pray and learn together. 
There is a warm atmosphere and something for everyone to 
enjoy. Please join us Tuesday afternoons from 5:45 p.m. 
to 6:15 p.m. All are welcome!

STUDYING THE PROPHETS
Please join us Wednesdays at noon as we explore the book 
of Ezekiel through the teachings of our Jewish tradition. 
We have a wonderfully diverse group of learners and ter-
rific conversations. All are welcome!

TALMUD STUDY 
The Talmud Study group meets each Thursday morn-
ing for prayer, food, and study. The morning begins with 
a brief Shacharit service at 7:30 a.m., followed by a light 
breakfast, and then fascinating study of the Talmud. New-
comers are always welcome!

BACKPACKING FOR GOD’S PANTRY
Join us each month during the school year as backpacks 
are filled with food that children take home on weekends 
from Mary Todd Elementary School. All of the food is 
child-friendly, nonperishable, easily consumed and vitamin 
fortified. Check weekly announcements & Facebook for 
date & times. 

INTERESTED IN OZS?
Ohavay Zion Synagogue is a warm and welcoming Jewish 
community. If you are interested, or if you know someone 
who may be interested in learning more about Ohavay 
Zion Synagogue, please call the office at (859) 266-8050 or 
email Rabbi.Smolkin@gmail.com. We would love to hear 
from you!

OHAVAY ZION SYNAGOGUE 
2048 Edgewater Court • Kathy Grossman, President • (859) 266-8050

 

Jewish Federation of the 
Bluegrass is now hiring! 

Part-time and seasonal positions 
currently open.

For more information contact 
Tamara Ohayon or visit 

jewishlexington.org/career-center.
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WHO WE ARE 
Temple Adath Israel is a Reform Jewish congregation - We 
celebrate Torah, Justice, Tradition, and Faith. Our mis-
sion is to inspire Jews, to ensure a vibrant Jewish present 
and future by nurturing a multi-generational love for our 
tradition. Our “Community Center” approach to Judaism 
gives families a host of unique ways in which to love living 
relevant, soulful and experiential Jewish lives. Please call 
the Temple Administrator for more information if you are 
interested in affiliating with the Temple. The phone number 
is (859) 269-2979. 
 
PJ LIBRARY READING TIME 
TAI has dedicated space in our Youth Library and our 
Anita Mersack Outdoor Reading Garden for families 
to share in our growing collection of PJ Library Books, 
before, during, and after religious school. The collection is 
in our Youth Library and these books provide our young 
children with wonderful introductions to the magic of Jew-
ish storytelling. 
 
KOLLEL STUDY GROUP 
Kollel meets at 9:00 a.m. every two weeks in the TAI Li-
brary. The group explores cultural, ethical, and its histori-
cal aspects of our 4000-year tradition. The emphasis is on 
dialogue and exploration. Please join us any time. Our next 
sessions will be April 8 & 22 and May 6. 
 
JEWISH TEXTS 
We explore selected readings in rabbinic literature on alter-
nate Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. in the library. The discussion is 
always lively and informative and you can join the group 
anytime. We will meet on April 1, 15 & 29 and May 13. 
 
PARSHA 
Join us each Saturday morning at 11:00 a.m. in the library 
as we take a look at the Torah portion for each week. 
Various Temple members will lead some discussions and 
everyone will take turns. We will meet on April 1, 8, 15, 22 
& 29 and May 6.
 
SISTERHOOD NEWS 
Shalom Sisters! Can you believe that Passover is upon us? I 
would like to take this opportunity to wish all of you a joy-
ous Passover. Spring has definitely sprung and we are all 
eager to crack open those windows and get outside. With 
this time of year also comes the busyness of schedules. It 
can seem hard with meetings and after school activities but 
I encourage you to make time for Sisterhood. Sisterhood, 

it’s good for the soul!
In March we met for a Greek Girls Night Out! A group of 
us met at Athenian Grill and had a wonderful time. I know 
I’ve mentioned this before but it’s true! Good food and 
good company are just the thing to help get you through 
those super busy times. This was the last dinner out pro-
gram for the year. If you were unable to attend one of our 
dinners this year, don’t fret! We’ll begin dinners out again 
later on in the fall.
Even though it’s days away, I highly encourage everyone 
to attend the Passover Seder at the Temple. Mary Engel and 
her crew are like a Swiss clock and while they appear to 
put the Seder together effortlessly, it surprisingly requires a 
lot of work! If you’re interested in helping out please don’t 
hesitate to speak up. I know that there’s always room for 
more whether it’s helpers or attendees.
I would like to thank Faith Erdmann for the wonderful job 
she did with the Mitzvah Crib this past month! It takes a 
lot of work to gather the donations, coordinate and host the 
baby shower and Faith did a wonderful job. Thank you also 
to you, Sisters, and the entire congregation for your dona-
tions this past month. It feels great when our congregation 
comes together to help out those in need.
While it is still a month away, please do put Sisterhood 
Shabbat on your calendars. Sisterhood Shabbat will be Fri-
day, May 5 and services will begin at 7:00 p.m. I do hope 
to see many of you there!
If you are interested in becoming involved with Sisterhood, 
please don’t hesitate in contacting me at (859) 263-1859 or 
taisisterhoodpresident@gmail.com. B’shalom, Elissa

TEMPLE ADATH ISRAEL 
124 N. Ashland Avenue • Jonathan Miller, President • (859) 269-2979

ATTENTION PROUD 
GRANDPARENTS, PARENTS 

& STUDENTS  
We want to publish any original writing produced 

by our community’s elementary and high school-age 
children. If you’re proud of something written by one 

of our kids, either fiction or non-fiction, please email it 
to Barbara Goldman at shalom@jewishlexington.org.

 

 Shop on Amazon? 
Support JFB! 

 
Support Federation by using Amazon 

Smile every time you shop online.

Simply go to smile.amazon.com and 
select “Jewish Federation of the 

Bluegrass” as your charity of choice.

Every time you make a purchase,
Amazon will give a percentage to JFB!
Contact Tamara@jewishlexington.org 

with questions!
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CHABAD OF THE BLUEGRASS 
568 Columbia Avenue • (859) 813-0770 • chabadofthebluegrass@gmail.com

CHABAD OF THE BLUEGRASS 
Chabad of the Bluegrass, is one of more than 4,000 branch-
es of the Chabad Lubavitch Movement, the world’s largest 
international organization involved with Jewish educa-
tion and outreach programming. Chabad offers numerous 
options for Jewish learning on every level, including adult 
education, youth programs, and young adult activities. 
 
PRACTICAL PARSHA 
This weekly series gives you a concrete lesson from the 
Torah portion. Join us on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. at 
Chabad. Open to the entire community. 
 
WOMEN, WINE & WISDOM 
An evening for women ages 21+. This month’s discussion 
will cover Judaism’s take on food. Why do you eat? Join 
the discussion while, of course, enjoying fine wine and des-
serts, on April 27 at 7:00 p.m. For more information, please 
contact Shoshi Litvin via email or at (347) 746-3771. 
 
SHMURAH MATZAH 
Shmurah Matzah is handmade Matzah, guarded from the 
moment it was cut to prevent and leaven contamination. 

It is the Rolls Royce of Matzah. Would you like Shmurah 
Matzah for your Seder Table? Chabad would be happy to 
fill your request. 
 
CHOMETZ (LEAVEN) SALE 
The Torah commands us to have no leaven in our posses-
sion during the holiday of Pesach or Passover. Rabbi Litvin 
would be happy to help you carry out this unique Mitzvah, 
by facilitating the sale of your leaven. 
 
SEDER NIGHT 
Do you have Seder plans? If you don’t, Chabad would be 
happy to welcome you to their community Seders, on April 
10 at 7:45 p.m. and April 11, at 8:45 p.m. Please call the 
Chabad office for reservations.  
 
Wishing you a happy and Kosher Pesach! 
 
For more information, visit ChabadBluegrass.com or call 
(859) 813-0770.

 
Community Yom HaShoah 

Commemoration 
 

“Letters After Liberation”

Sunday April 23, 10:15 a.m.
Temple Adath Israel

Program will include:

Reading and table discussions of Holocaust 
survivors’ letters to family members 

after Liberation.

Memorial service and candle lighting

Honoring of local Holocaust Torahs

Presentation of Emilie Szekely Writing Project 
winning compositions

For more information contact (859) 268-0672 or 
rabbisharon@jewishlexington.org

 
Join us April 23, 10:15 a.m. for fun with 

our PJ friends at Temple Adath Israel.
 

RSVP to Mimi Kaufman at  
jfs@jewishlxington.org.

PJ Playgroup 
For families with young children 

to get together
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--- AROUND THE COMMUNITY --- 
Please note: Information for Around the Community comes to us from a variety of individuals and Jewish 

institutions. It’s a pretty haphazard arrangement; except for b’nai mitzvah, we do not have the resources or staff to collect 
information or research each item. If you would like to see an event or life passage in your family 

acknowledged here, please be sure we get the full and correct information as you would like to see it printed. Send notices 
to shalom@jewishlexington.org. Remember, we welcome photos too!

 

B’nai Mitzvah Announcements
With your upcoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah, the Jewish 
Federation of the Bluegrass wishes to announce your 

event in Shalom.  Please email Barbara Goldman, 
shalom@jewishlexington.org, the following informa-
tion by the 10th day of the month prior to the event 
for inclusion in Shalom. Please include the child’s 

name, when and where the event is being held, mitz-
vah project, names of parents and grandparents, and a 

photo.

Mazel Tov
Charlie & Jane Spiegel on becoming grandparents 
to Lakin Henry Spiegel, born on Valentine’s Day to 
proud parents Mike & Libby Spiegel. 
 
Jim Ridolfo, for winning the 2017 Conference on 
College Composition and Communication (CCCC) 
Research Impact Award for his book, “Digital Sa-
maritans: Rhetorical Delivery and Engagement in the 
Digital Humanities” 
 
Dr. Stephen C. Umansky for being elected president 
of the Lexington Clinic Board of Directors. 
 
Alain Stein for being elected to the Board of Directors 
of the Lexington Clinic. Mr. Stein is one of two non-
physicians elected to this board because of his leader-
ship role in the Lexington community.
Deborah and Peter Nelson on the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son Abraham Sutter Nelson.
The Szekely/Tackett families on the Bat Mitzvah of 
Emilie Tacket.

Show Your Support

Help us keep Shalom solvent! 
 

You may contribute online or mail a check to JFB, 
1050 Chinoe Rd Ste 112, Lexington, KY 40502. 

 
Please make checks payable to JFB 

and write "Shalom" on the 
memo line. 

 
GIVING LEVELS

Chai - $18; Double Chai - $36; Three Times Chai - 
$54; Haboneh (Builder) - $72; Gibor (Hero) - $90

Make a Donation to JFB in 
Someone's Honor or Memory 

 
Make a donation to the Jewish Federation in honor 
or memory of someone, or in celebration of a spe-
cial occasion, and help JFB nurture the values of 
tikkun olam (repairing the world), tzedakah (char-
ity and social justice) and Torah (Jewish learning) 
within our Jewish community at home and abroad.

Send us your special contributions with a note 
specifying its intent. Also, let us know if you would 
like your contribution published in this box in Sha-
lom. You may also make your special contribution 

online.
Celebrate your loved ones and support our Jewish 

community by giving a special contribution. Thank 
you for your support. 

 
Donations can be mailed to: 

Jewish Federation of the Bluegrass 
1050 Chinoe Road, Suite 112 

Lexington, KY 40502 
 

Thank you to these generous donors:
 

Hanna Smith in memory of Evelyn Geller 
Richard Greenberg in memory of Vickie Greenberg

ATTENTION PARENTS! 
 

We would love to feature your child’s Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah Drash in our next Shalom. Please send  

the text to shalom@jewishlexington.org. 
 

Consider sending a photo of your child 
along as well!

Want to receive Shalom 
by First Class mail?

Call (859) 268-0672 or email 
daniel@jewishlexington.org.
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