JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
January 11- February 13, 2018

ON THE MAP
On the Map tells the against-all-odds story of Maccabi Tel Aviv’s 1977 European Championship, which took
place at a time when the Middle East was still reeling from the 1973 Yom Kippur War, the 1972 Olympic
Massacre at Munich and the 1976 hijacking of an Air France flight from Tel Aviv. Through the lens of sports,
On the Map presents a much broader story of how one team captured the heart of a nation amid domestic
turmoil and the global machinations of the Cold War. As one of the players famously said, “Israel is now on
the map, not just in sport, but in everything.”
Date: Thursday, January 11, 2018
Language: English

Time: 7:15 P.M.
Running Time: 1 hr. 25 min.

Location: Regal Cinema Bell Tower
Tickets: $12

THE INVISIBLES
Berlin, February 1943: The Nazi regime declares the Reich’s capital “free of Jews”. At this point in time,
7000 Jews have succeeded in going underground. Almost 1700 will survive the horrors of the war in Berlin.
The Invisibles tells the stories of four young Jews who survive by living so recklessly, they become “invisible”.
The dramatic reenactments are supplemented with impressive interviews with the actual people whose lives
inspired this film. The two levels blend together into an intensive, emotionally moving film.
Date: Tuesday, January 16, 2018
Language: German w/ English subtitles

Time: 7:15 P.M.
Running Time: 1 hr. 50 min.

Location: Regal Cinema Bell Tower
Tickets: $12

SHELTER
Naomi Rimon, a Mossad agent, is sent on an easy mission: to protect Mona, a Lebanese collaborator, in a
safe house in Hamburg, Germany for two weeks. But there are no easy missions in this world, certainly not
in the world of espionage and intrigue. No one saw what was coming, no one knew that this supposedly quiet
“shelter” would turn dangerous and that new shelter would need to be found. In this game of deception,
beliefs are questioned and choices are made that are not their own. And yet their fate takes a surprising turn
in this thriller.
Date: Thursday, January 18, 2018
Language: English, Hebrew, Arabic
w/English subtitles

Time: 7:15 P.M.
Running Time: 1 hr. 33 min.

Location: Regal Cinema Bell Tower
Tickets: $12

DOUBLE FEATURE
TALIA

DREAMING OF A JEWISH CHRISTMAS
Talia is a young woman with Asperger's high
functioning autism. She has discovered a
passion for acting and filmmaking. This
documentary follows Talia on her journey to
learning her craft as an actress, as well as
developing her communication skills for life.
Rozzi Osterman, co-president of the Jewish
Federation and an award winning documentary filmmaker wrote and directed this film.
There will be a Q & A with Rozzi after the film.

26 minutes

Dreaming of a Jewish Christmas is an
offbeat, irreverent musical documentary
that tells the story of a group of Jewish
songwriters, including Mel Torme and
Irving Berlin, who wrote the soundtrack
to Christianity’s most musical holiday.
It’s an amazing tale of immigrant
outsiders who became irreplaceable
players in pop culture’s mainstream.

50 minutes
Date: Tuesday, January 23, 2018
Language: English

Time: 7:15 P.M.

Location: Regal Cinema Bell Tower
Tickets: $12

COMEDY ROAD
A young Jewish comedian from L.A. implored, cajoled and encouraged his professional colleagues
of all faiths to join him on a comedy tour in Israel. They came to a country many of them had never
thought about visiting and put themselves out on stage in front of an audience that might or might not
get their comedy and that might or might not be in the midst of a war or a wave of terrorism.
Comedy Row shows what it’s been like for them to perform, how they got along, the sights they saw
and the effect that Israel had on them.
Date: Thursday, January 25, 2018
Language: English

Time: 7:15 P.M.
Running Time: 1 hr. 16 min.

Location: Regal Cinema Bell Tower
Tickets: $12

THE WEDDING PLAN
Michal is a 32 year old Orthodox woman in Jerusalem whose fiancée announces he doesn’t love her.
Crushed, yet determined to get married anyway, the lonely Michal decides to keep her planned wedding date
which is just 22 days away, on the eighth night of Hanukkah. She pays the owner of the banquet hall already
reserved, sends out wedding invitations and puts her faith in God that a suitable groom will appear in time.
The Wedding Plan is more than a romantic comedy, it is a tale of belief, endurance, family and belonging.
Date: Tuesday, January 30, 2018
Language: Hebrew w/English subtitles

Time: 7:15 P.M.
Running Time: 1 hr. 50min.

Location: Regal Cinema Bell Tower
Tickets: $12

THE TESTAMENT
Yoel, a senior Holocaust researcher, is in the middle of a widely covered legal battle with powerful forces in
Austria, concerning a brutal massacre of Jews that took place toward the end of WWII in an Austrian village.
While investigating the incident, Yoel examines classified testimonies of Holocaust survivors and to his shock
and surprise finds a testimony given by his mother, a testimony he didn’t know existed. In it, she confesses
to a substantial secret from her past. Yoel, who’s conducting a double-investigation, personal and scientific,
is trapped between walls of silence— on one side denial of the Holocaust and on the other, his mother’s
silence regarding her past.
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2018
Time: 7:15 P.M.
Language: Hebrew, German, English, Yiddush w/English subtitles

Location: Regal Cinema Bell Tower
Running Time: 1 hr. 33 min. Tickets: $12

AN ACT OF DEFIANCE
In this riveting historical drama, ten political activists, including Nelson Mandela and his inner circle of Black
and Jewish supporters, face a possible death sentence for conspiracy to commit sabotage after they are
arrested by the apartheid South African government during a raid in the town of Rivonia during the summer of
1963. Bram Fischer, a sympathetic lawyer, risks his career and freedom to defend these men, attempting to
hide the fact that he, too, frequently convened on the farm where they were arrested.
Date: Tuesday, February 6, 2018
Time: 7:15 P.M.
Location: Regal Cinema Bell Tower
Language: English, Afrikaans w/ English subtitles
Running Time: 2 hr. 4 min.
Tickets: $12

RESTORING TOMORROW
In these divided times, religious institutions are losing young members and even closing their doors at an
alarming rate. Director Aaron Wolf’s personal journey of rediscovery comes alive in Restoring Tomorrow, a
universal story of hope as a treasured local temple near demise, is lifted up by a community’s determination
to achieve the impossible. Wolf’s journey explores how when any community puts their mind to it, the impossible becomes possible. Wilshire Boulevard Temple, a Los Angeles treasure built by the original Hollywood
moguls, needs to raise millions to restore its majesty and vibrancy, thus also restoring the future of the Jewish
community, the greater Los Angeles community and on a personal level, Wolf himself.
Date: Thursday, February 8, 2018
Language: English

Time: 7:15 P.M.
Running Time: 1 hr. 22 min.

Location: Regal Cinema Bell Tower
Tickets: $12

I’VE GOT TO BE ME
Sammy Davis, Jr.: I’ve Got to Be Me is the first major film documentary to examine Davis’s vast talent and
his journey for identity through the shifting tides of civil rights and racial progress during 20th century America.
Sammy strove to achieve the American Dream in a time of racial prejudice and shifting politics. He was the
veteran of increasingly outdated show business traditions trying to stay relevant; he frequently found himself
bracketed by the bigotry of white America and the distaste of black America; he was the most public figure to
embrace Judaism, thereby sealing his identity to another persecuted minority. The documentary features
interviews with stars like Billy Crystal, Norman Lear, Jerry Lewis, Whoopi Goldberg and Kim Novak.
Date: Tuesday, February 13, 2018
Language: English

Time: 7:15 P.M.
Running Time: 1 hr. 40 min.

Location: Regal Cinema Bell Tower
Tickets: $12

Series of 10 Evening Films: $108
Individual Evenings of Film: $12/each

