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The opportunity for a fresh start

 Debbie Sanford

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

For all of us, the High Holidays 
are a time of renewal – individ-
ual and communal. As Jews, we 

have the perfect reset button built into 
our calendar every year. This coming 
New Year is exceptional. The Federa-
tion has a new director, new program-
ming planned and a new look. As you 
can see on the front page, we are in-
troducing our new logo, rebranding the 
organization to be in line with all Jew-
ish Federations across the country. So, 
like I have done, and the Federation 
is doing, I would like to challenge all 
of you to push the reset button. Take a 
moment to reflect on the past year and 
think about the opportunity for a fresh 
start.

Let us reset, and find gratitude and 
compassion in the coming year. The 
isolation that came with the pandemic 
has been a very difficult time for most 
everyone, and chances are that if you 
are feeling a certain way, someone else 
is experiencing the same thing, too.

Over the past few months, I have 
been working on a federal grant. You 
may have seen some information about 
it in the news. It is an ARPA grant, and 
it is money to fund non-profit commu-
nity programming that addresses issues 
with depression and isolation in adults 
due to Covid. Well, I am happy to an-

nounce that we have been 
awarded a grant! The funds 
will help us grow our new 
Friendly Visitor Program. 
It also allows for me to 
hire a part-time employee 
to work on the program. I 
am happy to announce that 

as of the first week of September, Rab-
bi Michael Schorin will be onboard to 
assist Jewish Family Services in this 
necessary endeavor. 

If you are feeling alone, just want 

to talk or need a visitor, starting on 
September 6, please call 239.481.4449 
x2. Rabbi Schorin will coordinate vis-
its for himself and other Jewish Feder-
ation JFS volunteers. He will also work 
closely with Jodi Cohen on coordinat-
ing a grief support group, resuming our 
holiday gift bag deliveries and Friday 
Shabbat visits to senior facilities. He 
will also attend every Lunch Bunch 
to visit and talk with participants. We 
have funding for this program for the 
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By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

 Jodi Cohen

OOUURR  MMIISSSSIIOONN  

To strengthen and enrich the Jewish  
Community by providing and supporting 
philanthropic, educational and social   
service programs locally, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 
 

OOUURR  VVIISSIIOONN  

A Jewish Community that is based on 
Jewish values such as Tzedakah 
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking     
responsibility for one another). 

Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

FEDERATION NEWS

By Marsha Kistler, Federation President

The comfort factor: being a Jew  
in the larger world

Ever wonder why one of the first calls Jews 
make when moving to a new town is to a 
shul or Federation? Perhaps they’re looking 

for a comfortable home with like-minded people 
who share a common background, “family.” For the 

same reason, when we travel, we 
like to visit the local temples to 
check out the local community, 
often discovering commonalities 
with our own community. 

This is what I did most re-
cently when I found myself in 
Wall, South Dakota. The closest 
shul was 50 miles away in Rapid 
City. One quick call to the shul’s 
caretaker resulted in a lovely visit 

at the Synagogue of the Hills in Rapid City. This syn-
agogue, today the only Jewish community in Western 
South Dakota, traces its roots to the Gold Stampede 
days of 1876 when news of gold in the streams of 
Dakota’s Black Hills spread throughout the East. Jo, 
the Office Manager and former Educational Director, 
gave us a tour of this charming facility, a convert-
ed house donated by a congregant. As expected, the 
commonalities between this tiny congregation and 
Fort Myers’ congregations were many, even though 
Fort Myers and Rapid City are quite different. I im-
mediately felt at home in the familiar surroundings of 
the sanctuary and social hall.

Hopefully, there’s a welcoming community wait-
ing for your call. In my experience, that’s almost al-
ways been the case. One particular experience that 
stands out in my mind happened many years ago as 
I began my Junior Year Abroad Study Program in 
Aix-en-Provence, France. A fellow classmate and I 

decided to check out the local synagogue on our first 
Friday night in town. It being an Orthodox shul, the 
services were conducted in Hebrew and, of course, 
French. Riva and I were a bit out of our element, but 
we enjoyed the experience nonetheless. 

Immediately after the service, a young man ap-
proached us and invited us back to his house for 
Shabbat dinner. We were a bit reluctant to go any-
where with a complete stranger. Sensing our reser-
vation, he pleaded with us, “Please, my mother will 
be very upset with me if I don’t bring back any new 
students. The table is already set for you.” 

Tossing all caution to the wind, we went back to 
Jean’s home with him and, as promised, his lovely 
family was expecting us. They became our adopted 
family for the year, and we spent every major Jewish 
holiday as well as many Shabbat dinners with them, 
learning their Sephardic traditions and feeling the 
warm embrace of family.

If you’re new to our community, or even if you’re 
not new but feeling a need to connect with your roots, 
I urge you to call us at the Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties. We will welcome you with 
open arms and find a place for you that matches your 
interests. Whether it’s Jewish films, Israeli folk danc-
ing, event planning, Jewish Family Services serving 
the needy of our community, Friendly Visitor Pro-
gram, Jewish books and authors, our newly formed 
Community Relations Council, volunteering around 
the office, or just meeting some new friendly faces, 
we’re here for you and await your call.

On behalf of my family and the Federation’s 
Board of Directors, I wish you all a year filled with 
peace, good health, much joy and happy adventures. 
L’Shana Tovah!

Debbie Sanford...continued from previous page
next 30 months. After that, we will continue to seek 
grants and additional funding to hopefully continue 
growing the program. Volunteers are also needed! 
That is an integral part of this program.

Now onto other staffing news. I am sad to report 
that Ella Nayor will not be the Program Director as 
originally reported. Due to issues back home in New 
York with her aging parents, she is unable to work 
full-time in the capacity she is needed here in our  
office. Instead, Ella will be work-
ing on her true passion – Holocaust 
Education. With that said, we are 
proud to announce our new Ho-
locaust Education and Programs 
Department. The department will 
work closely with our new Com-
munity Relations Council, offer a 
speakers bureau for outreach and 
education in schools, and sponsor 
events throughout the year. For 
more information, see Ella’s article 
and the ad for the new department 
in this issue.

If you or someone you know 
has experience with engagement 
and programming, please con-
tact me. I need to fill this opening 
quickly, as our amazing season of 
programming is right around the 
corner.

When the shofar blasts and 
when we taste the apples and hon-
ey, and atone for our sins, let’s all 
pause to find something – no matter 

how small – for which we are grateful. Let’s each 
consider what we can do – for ourselves and for oth-
ers – that will help start off the year 5783 on the right 
foot. 

We are grateful to have your past and future sup-
port. Thank you! Together, we are ensuring the Jew-
ish future for generations to come.

Wishing you a sweet, healthy and happy New 
Year! L’Shana Tovah!

 VICTIMS & WITNESSES OF ANTISEMITISM

Please report incidents to the Jewish
Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Call 239.481.4449 x6
Due to recent incidents, the

Jewish Federation is collecting
reports for tracking patterns.

At the July Lunch Bunch hosted by Temple Beth Shalom
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By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

 Jodi Cohen

Some people are really angels pa-
rading around in human form. 
Roberta Parillo, a regular Feder-

ation food pantry volunteer, is one such 
person. As a volunteer at the Iona Hope 
Thrift Store, Roberta found out about 

a grant opportu-
nity through Iona 
Hope that Jewish 
Family Services 
applied for and 
received in July 
for $5,000! This 
money will be 
used to buy food, 
toiletries and gift 

cards for clients. Most angels prefer 
to remain anonymous, yet I am com-
pelled to thank Roberta for making a 
shiddach, a match, between Iona Hope 
and the Federation.
The Cadkin Foundation Food Pantry
Stuart Berman, whose official title is 
“Mensch Gadol” (Big Mensch), wrote 
and received another grant for $2,000 
to fill 100 bags of groceries and 25 
toiletry bags for The Cadkin Founda-
tion Food Pantry. Stuart rounded up 
his posse from Temple Beth Shalom to 
help him purchase, schlep and unload 
all of the food and supplies. A hearty 
thank you to Belle Berman, Robin  
Razowsky, Peter Seminauer, Larry  
Epstein and Ozzie.
Lunch Bunch
The fabulous congregants of Temple 
Beth Shalom hosted the July Lunch 
Bunch where a good time was had 
by all. As always, the food from our 
community partner, Jason’s Deli, was 
dee-lish! We played Bingo using cards 
I created in 2016 when the Lunch 
Bunch program first started. One card 

was filled with names of Jewish movie 
stars and the other card featured Yid-
dish words. Oh that you could have 
heard everyone explaining the Yiddish 
words!

The next Lunch Bunch is Wednes-
day, September 14 from noon to 1:30 
p.m. at the Alliance for the Arts, 10091 
McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers. The 
deadline to register is Friday, Septem-
ber 9, with your choice of sandwich 
and bread: tuna fish, egg salad or veg-
gie sandwich on either wheat or white 
bread. RSVP to me at jodicohen@ 
jfedlcc.org or 239.481.4449 x2.

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the pan-
demic, the Federation’s free Lunch 
Bunch program now serves one box 
lunch per person. RSVP by the dead-
line. If you cancel after 8:00 a.m. on 
the morning of the event, you will be 
asked to make a donation to cover the 
cost of your lunch. Thank you for your 
understanding.
Emergency assistance
I am not exaggerating when I say that 
the phone has been ringing nearly non-
stop. In July, the Federation helped 
several households with utility and 
electric bills, medication co-pays, hur-

ricane shutters, and temporary hous-
ing for a family of six. The stakes feel 
higher than ever for people whom I 
talk to that are on limited incomes with 
limited resources. They have no family 
nor friends they can call or rely on. One 
70-year-old woman lived in her car for 
73 days until she found a place to rent.

These are challenging times. Some 
days my level of compassion sags and 
the next thing I know I’m holding my 
Wrigley Field-size scoreboard and 
judging people. Oy. There are mo-
ments when I feel overwhelmed by the 
heightened amount of need that I read 
and hear about. I know I am not alone 
in feeling this way. I am grateful for 
our Federation family who buoys me 
up over and over again, whether it’s the 
pantry volunteers who arrive with such 
good cheer, or the folks at the Lunch 
Bunch whom I fall in love with every 
single month. I told the group a story 
about when I dressed up as a nun for 
a music video I was in years ago and 
new Lunch Bunch participant Leah 
Gersh said, “Oh, you must have made 
a beautiful nun!” That comment car-
ried me for days. Thank you to every-
one for being my constant north star. 
B’shalom.

FEDERATION NEWS
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    
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Local Seniors Services  
Lunch Bunch, a monthly gathering with a free lunch for older adults to meet 

and schmooze. 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es for Rosh         

Hashanah, Hanukkah and    Passover.  
Holocaust survivor outreach. 
 

Local Social Services  
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and referral       

services.  
Friendly Visitor Program. 
 

Local Emergency Services  
Food Pantry and gi� cards.  
Emergency nancial assistance grants to families and individuals in crisis.  
Local disaster outreach and assistance. 

HOW THE JEWISH FEDERATION SERVES  

Local Jewish Educa on and Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Cultural Programs 

for all ages including the  Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish author 
events, Out & About Films, Israel celebra�on, day trips,  
Israeli folk dancing ,PJ Library & TRIBE, a young adult group. 

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local,  na�onal and interna�onal Jewish 
issues.  

New CRC‐Community Rela�ons Council to address issues of 
an�‐Semi�sm and  Interfaith Rela�ons.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish 
community �es with Israel. Holocaust educa�on for middle 
and high school students in the community and a college 
campus Jewish life experience commi�ee. 

Volunteer opportuni�es for all ages. 
 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American 

Jewish Joint Distribu�on Commi�ee (JDC) for full‐spectrum 
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in 60+  
countries around the world.  

Partnership 2Gether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron 
Region in Israel.  

 
 

Jewish Community Founda on  
An endowment that ensures future social and educa�onal 

programming and support for our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in 

Israel.  
Jewish camp scholarships. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community         

enrichment.  facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC
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from Marsha & Mike Kistler 
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jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials 

Honoring a special person through a tribute gi  to the Jewish 
Family Services of Lee & Charlo e Coun es is a wonderful 
way to recognize a simcha or remember a loved one. Not only 
does your gi  show your family and friends that you care, it 
goes to work helping Jews in need and building vibrant      
communi es locally, in Israel and around the world. 

Make a Gift at  
jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials 

Honoring a special person through a tribute gi  to the Jewish 
Family Services of Lee & Charlo e Coun es is a wonderful 
way to recognize a simcha or remember a loved one. Not only 
does your gi  show your family and friends that you care, it 
goes to work helping Jews in need and building vibrant      
communi es locally, in Israel and around the world. 
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FEDERATION NEWS

By Ella Nayor, Holocaust Education Director
Federation’s new Holocaust Education Director

 Ella Nayor

Hello everyone! I am the soon-
to-be former Program Direc-
tor. Wait a second? Didn’t 

I just start that position at the Jewish 
Federation of Lee and Charlotte Coun-
ties? Yes, I did! And it was an amazing 
whirlwind of a month, learning and ab-
sorbing much about the Jewish Federa-
tion and its workings. 

But during this period, an ongoing 
and ever-increas-
ing rising tide of 
antisemitism, in-
cluding a spate of 
hateful vandalism 
at two area syna-
gogues, compels 
and necessitates 
the need for a Ho-
locaust Education 

and Programs Department at the Fed-
eration.

It is in this vein that I re-inroduce 
myself to you, our Jewish community 
and kehillah, as the new Jewish Fed-
eration of Lee and Charlotte Counties 
Holocaust Education Director. In this 
capacity I will specifically focus on ed-
ucating the community about the Holo-
caust and creating a space for remem-
brance, tribute to lost loved ones and 
enlightenment for building a brighter 
future with less hatred and fear.

The Jewish Federation’s new Ho-
locaust Education and Programs De-
partment will feature:

 ¡ Speakers and authors
 ¡ Outreach educational program-

ming for students in the local 
schools and community members

 ¡ Speakers bureau
 ¡ Library of Holocaust materials
 ¡ Remembrance wall of local resi-

dents’ families who perished in the 
Holocaust

 ¡ Opportunities to meet with remain-
ing Holocaust survivors and WWII 
liberators

 ¡ An annual collaborative effort with 
the Laboratory Theater of Florida to 
sponsor a Holocaust-themed play

 ¡ A Holocaust Film Festival that will 
bring exposure and understanding 
of the Holocaust as well as revenue 
to support this department
With a nearly completed master’s 

degree in Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies and nearly 15 years of creat-
ing programs at the Laboratory Theater 
of Florida with Holocaust survivors, 
WWII liberators and others remain-
ing from this dark time period, it is my 
goal and mission to create and deliver 
a comprehensive, dynamic and pro-
gressive Holocaust Education and Pro-
grams Department. 

At the moment, we are in the pro-
cess of developing a kick-off event in 
November to coincide with Kristall-
nacht – the Night of the Broken Glass 
in Nazi Germany in 1938. During 
Kristallnacht, Jewish shops and busi-
nesses were destroyed, and Jewish cit-
izens were attacked, rounded up and 
murdered. It will be kismet to inau-
gurate our new Holocaust Department 
with remembrance of the event that ini-
tiated the beginning of the Holocaust. 
Please keep reading L’CHAYIM for 
details of what will be a haunting and 
inspiring opening to the new Holocaust 
Department.

Over the next few months, we will 
be creating a library where you will be 
able to read books by local, national 
and global authors about the Holocaust, 

as well as having a space to meet and 
learn about the Shoah from experts, 
scholars, survivors, WW II liberators 
and witnesses. We will be connecting 
with area synagogues and schools to 
sponsor speaking events and showcase 
Holocaust films and art exhibitions.

Speaking of art exhibitions, in or-
der to raise funds for the new Jewish 
Federation Holocaust Department, we 
are sponsoring the Remember Us Art 
Exhibit and Auction at the Collabora-
tory from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, January 26. The exhibit will fea-
ture local and well-known artists such 
as Myra Roberts, whose Holocaust and 
genocide-based works will be high-
lighted. Ms. Roberts is a renowned 
artist with social commentary work 
and iconic Sanibel and Captiva Islands 
work. She will be donating her work 
and support to the Holocaust Depart-
ment.

The Remember Us exhibit will 

underscore the struggle within hu-
manity to overcome and embrace our 
differences– a struggle that without 
awareness and courage leads to death, 
destruction and annihilation – the Ho-
locaust. 

But with faith, courage and imag-
ination to see through a much larger 
lens, as a collective community we will 
overcome much more of our fears and 
hatred with those different than us. So 
please come join me at the Federation 
and help us build our very own Holo-
caust Department – one that will not 
only serve to remember our past and 
beloved dead lost to fear, hatred and 
indifference, but also to inspire change 
and hope for a unified and caring com-
munity.

For more information about the 
developing Holocaust Department or 
to help, donate or volunteer, please 
contact me at jfedholocaustdirector@
gmail.com or 239.281.7874.

from
CHAVURAT SHALOMCHAVURAT SHALOM
of SWFL (FELLOWSHIP OF PEACE)

An informal, unaffi liated group from every Jewish 
tradition who worship and learn together

CONTACT US: chavuratshalom@gmail.com
LEARN ABOUT US: chavuratshalomofsouthwestfl orida.org

May the New Year bring peace for Israel 
and good health for all of us

L’Shana
Tovah!
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KosherSoul

Free & Open To The Community
To register visit:

JewishFederationLCC.org

September 15th
12:30 PM

Zoom

KosherSoul

Free & Open To The Community
To register visit:

JewishFederationLCC.org

September 15th
12:30 PM

Zoom
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Temple Judea welcomes Leo Dworsky  
as High Holiday chazan
By Rabbi Marc Sack

The Temple Judea Ritual Com-
mittee loved the voice of High 
Holiday cantor candidate Leo 

Dworsky. Leo has an ex-
tensive Jewish and music 
background. Even more 
surprising is the fact that he 
is 19 years old and a soph-
omore at the University of 
Minnesota.

Leo began his canto-
rial training while in high 
school with Cantor Neil 
Newman, Cantor Emeritus of Min-
neapolis’ Beth El Synagogue. Cantor 

Newman says that Leo “has amazing 
interpersonal skills. He loves people,” 
and he “loves to teach.” He knew from 

the beginning that Leo had 
incredible potential. When I 
asked Leo why he aspires to 
be a chazan, he said, “I want 
to teach and serve.” 

Leo, a tenor, has sung 
the National Anthem for 
the Minnesota Twins and 
is part of the UM chamber 
singers and the Select Uni-

versity Singers’ Ensemble. In the last 
year, he had roles in the UM produc-

tions of Don Giovanni and Pirates of 
Penzance. When he was 11, he was 
part of the ensemble in a performance 
of Tosca. He made Dean’s List in his 
freshman year at UM. He was chosen 
to be a resident dorm advisor for this 
coming year. 

Leo also performs at charity events 
in the Twin Cities, many of which are 
for the Fraser School, a program for 
children with special needs. He tutored 
music at an elementary school, helping 
the students prepare for a performance. 

Leo attended Jewish Day School 
from grades 2-8. After his bar mitzvah, 
he became a teacher in his synagogue’s 
bar/bat mitzvah training program. He 
has sung in the congregation’s choir 
and is the music director at a Jewish 
summer camp. He began his cantorial 
training four years ago. 

We are excited to have this talented 
and inspiring young man lead our con-
gregation in prayer these High Holy 
Days.

Leo Dworsky

Oct-
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Dec
4 

Dec
13

Jan
5 

Feb
5-28
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EVENT, BRUNCHEVENT, BRUNCH
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JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL OFJEWISH FILM FESTIVAL OF
SOUTHWEST FLORIDASOUTHWEST FLORIDA

The Unrivaled Leader in Real Estate

fort myers resident for 
nearly 30 years

Susan Glasser
Realtor® Associate

239-281-3105
SusanLGlasser@gmail.com

John R. Wood Properties
15065 McGregor Blvd Ft. Myers 33908

Email debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
for more information.
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The High Holiday Services 5783

Join the New Year Celebration with

14486 A & W Bulb Rd           239-433-0201           www.tjswfl.org

“Shanah Tovah”
You are invited to

Just for Kids

* RSVP Required

September 17 September 25

September 26 September 27

October 4 October 5

SELICHOT
Program &
Service

8:30 PM EREV ROSH
HASHANAH
Congregational
Service
Children's
Programming*

5:30 PM

 9:30 AM ROSH 
HASHANAH
Congregational
Service
Children's
Programming*
Tashlich at home of
Leni and Marc Sack

4:30 PM

9:30 AM ROSH 
HASHANAH 
Congregational
Service

KOL NIDRE
Congregational
Service
Children's
Programming*

6:45 PM YOM KIPPUR
Congregational
Service
Children's
Programming*
Afternoon Program
Minchah & 
Reading of Jonah
N'ilah/Havdalah
Shofar Blowing

9:30 AM

4:30 PM
5:30 PM

6:45 PM
7:34 PM

High Holiday Services conducted by 
Rabbi Marc Sack & Leo Dworsky

Congregational Services are broadcast on Zoom

We wish you a year of health, well-being and peace!

Temple Judea welcomes Leo Dworsky  
as High Holiday chazan

Leo attended Jewish Day School 
from grades 2-8. After his bar mitzvah, 
he became a teacher in his synagogue’s 
bar/bat mitzvah training program. He 
has sung in the congregation’s choir 
and is the music director at a Jewish 
summer camp. He began his cantorial 
training four years ago. 

We are excited to have this talented 
and inspiring young man lead our con-
gregation in prayer these High Holy 
Days.
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

I hope you and your families had a 
wonderful summer! We are gear-
ing up for a busy fall as we expand 

the Museum and present a new slate of 
special programming.
Museum expansion
Construction will be getting underway 

shortly as we cre-
ate a new “North 
Wing” to the Mu-
seum. The plan is 
to break through 
into an adjacent 
suite and install 
new galleries, dis- 
plays and other 
features. Naming 
opportunities are 

available. For more information, please 
contact me at 239.263.9200 or susan@
hmcec.org. 
Movies That Matter SWFL returns
The Human Rights Film Coalition 
of SWFL will present its annual se-
ries of outstanding documentaries for 
community viewing and discussion. 
This year, the series will be re-named 
“Movies That Matter SWFL – The 
Steve Brazina Memorial Film Series,” 
honoring the late Steve Brazina who 
passed away earlier this year. Steve 
was instrumental in founding the series 
and film selections. 

Each of the three films presented 
will include an expert panel discus-
sion and audience Q&A. Please note: 
the discussion for the October 19 event 
will take place via Zoom. You will 
need to watch the film on your own 
prior to the Zoom discussion (see be-
low for details.) The November 2 and 
November 9 programs will return to 
the Paragon Theater - Pavilion location 
(833 Vanderbilt Beach Road, Naples, 
phone: 239.596.0008.) These will be-
gin at 6:00 p.m.; please arrive at 5:45 
p.m. for seating.

Tickets are required for each film 
(tickets required in advance for APART 
and Redlining films). Sponsorships are 
available. Buy your tickets at http://
weblink.donorperfect.com/MTM-
SteveBrazinaFilmSeries. 

Wednesday, October 19: The Best 
of Enemies” – via Zoom from 4:00 

to 5:00 p.m. The film highlights the 
true story of the unlikely relationship 
between Ann Atwater, an outspoken 
civil rights activist, and C.P. Ellis, a 
local Ku Klux Klan leader. During 
the racially charged summer of 1971, 
Atwater and Ellis come together to 
co-chair a community summit on the 
desegregation of schools in Durham, 
North Carolina. The ensuing debate 
and battle soon lead to surprising rev-
elations that change both of their lives 
forever. Please watch the film on your 
own on Netflix or other streaming plat-
forms prior to the discussion. NOTE: 
When searching for this film, be sure 
to include “The” in the title as there is 
a different film called Best of Enemies. 
A ticket purchase of $5 is required to 
receive the Zoom link.

Wednesday, November 2: APART 
– Paragon Theaters – Pavilion at 6:00 
p.m. This PBS documentary shares the 
stories of three unforgettable formerly 
incarcerated mothers who were jailed 
for drug-related charges. Now labeled 
as “felons,” the film shows their strug-
gles to overcome alienation and re-
adjust to life with their families. The 
number of women imprisoned in U.S. 
since the “War on Drugs” began has 
risen dramatically, and sadly, the ma-
jority of these women are mothers. Ad-
vance tickets required; the cost is $10.

Wednesday, November 9: Redlin-
ing – Paragon Theaters – Pavilion at 
6:00 p.m. Redlining: Mapping Inequal-
ity in Dayton and Springfield tells the 
story of families who were impacted by 
the practice of “redlining” when they 
tried to buy a home. The term comes 
from maps introduced in the 1930s 
which showed “risk” areas in cities and 
suburban areas for federally backed 
mortgages and home-ownership pro-
grams. “Risk” was determined almost 
entirely by race. Neighborhoods where 
no loans would be made were outlined 
in red, or literally “redlined.” Advance 
tickets required; the cost is $10.
A conversation with
filmmaker Ken Burns
Ken Burns’ new documentary, The 
U.S. and the Holocaust, will premiere 
this month on WGCU Public Media, 

our local PBS station, on three consec-
utive nights: Sunday through Tuesday, 
September 18-20 from 8:00 to 10:00 
p.m. The film examines the rise of Hit-
ler and Nazism in Germany within the 

context of global antisemitism and rac-
ism, the eugenics movement in the U.S. 
and race laws in the American South. It 
offers new insights into what leaders in 
the U.S. knew and what they chose to 
do with this knowledge. 
Viewers will see how in-
dividual actions impact 
many other lives – from 
the bravery of upstand-
ers to the dangers posed 
by indifferent citizens.

On Thursday, Octo-
ber 27 from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m., the Museum and 
WGCU will host a spe-
cial program at the Hilton 

 Susan
    Suarez

Naples. Ken Burns and co-producer 
Lynn Novick will join us virtually to 
discuss the creation of the film. Tickets 
are $50, with the proceeds benefiting 
the Museum and WGCU. The ticket 

price includes light 
hors d’oeuvres. A 
cash bar will be 
available. Sponsor-
ship opportunities 
are available. Seat-

ing is limited and tickets must be pur-
chased in advance on the Museum’s 
website at www.HMCEC.org.

We look forward to seeing you this 
fall at the Museum and our events!

COMMUNITY FOCUS

Look for more New Year greetings  
from members of our Jewish community 

throughout this issue.

Ken Burns
Lynn Novick  

(credit: WGCU Public Media)

Debbie Sanford & Family

The Zellner Family

Marsha & Mike Kistler

Edina & Alan Lessack

Judy & George Litman

Paula & Ira Zlatkin

Lindy Smith

Carolyn Gora
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Bat Yam Temple of the Islands
A Reform Jewish Congregation Serving Sanibel, Captiva, Fort Myers & Nearby Communities

2022 - HIGH HOLY DAYS WORSHIP - 5783

Invites You to Join Us

  RABBI STEPHEN FUCHS - CANTOR MURRAY SIMON 

Sanibel Congregational UCC -Fellowship Hall                
 2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957      More info Email batyamsanibel@gmail.com         

Selichot Saturday, September 17 at 7:00 pm - Discussion

Sunday, September 25 at 7:00pm EDT - Evening Service
Monday, September 26 
           10:00 am EDT - Morning Service
           12:45pm EDT - Tashlich Service at Sanibel beach 

Yom Kippur Tuesday, October 4   7:00pm EDT - Kol Nidre
Wednesday, Oct. 5   10:00 am EDT - Morning Service
                                       4:30 pm  Yizkhor & Neilah Service

           

 Rosh Hashanah

Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
JEWISH INTEREST

Lynn Novick  
(credit: WGCU Public Media)

Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jew-
ish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one  
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also 
identified as Jewish.

New TV series
Here are TV/streaming series with a 
Jewish connection that premiered last 
month or will premiere this month. 

A League of Their Own is an 
eight-episode Amazon series that be-
gan streaming (in its entirety) on Au-
gust 12. It is based on the hit 1992 
film of the same name. The series, like 
the film, is about an all-female (real) 
pro baseball league that was founded 
during WWII. 

The League series was co-creat-
ed by ABBY JACOBSON, 38, who 
was also the co-creator and co-star of 
the hit Comedy Central series Broad 
City. Jacobson also acts in League. 
She plays Carson Shaw, a top pitcher. 
The recurring cast includes MOLLY 
EPHRAIM, 36 (Last Man Standing on 
ABC), as Maybelle Fox, a player.

American Gigolo premieres on 
Showtime on Sunday, September 11 
and new episodes are released on sub-
sequent Fridays. It’s based on the hit 
1980 film of the same name. In the 
film, Richard Gere played Julian Kaye, 
a Hollywood gigolo who fell in love 
with a client, a wealthy married wom-
an. Kaye is framed for a murder, but 
at the end of film the wealthy woman 
gives the police alibi information that 
clears Kaye. 

The series alters the film’s end-
ing. As the series opens, Kaye (who 
is played by JON BERNTHAL,45) 
has just been released from jail after 
serving 15 years for a murder he didn’t 
commit. The series follows him as he 
makes contact with the wealthy wom-
an (played by Gretchen Mol) and tries 
to cope with the present. Meanwhile, a 
police detective decides to take a fresh 
look at the murder and uncovers a large 
conspiracy. 

Reboot, a comedy, premieres on 
Hulu on Tuesday, September 20. A 
Hulu press release lays outs the prem-
ise: “Hulu reboots an early-2000s fam-
ily sitcom, forcing its dysfunctional 
cast back together.” The “dysfunction-
al” cast includes Johnny Knoxville, 
Judy Greer (who has played several 
Jewish characters, but isn’t Jewish), 
PAUL REISER, 66, and RACHEL 
BLOOM, 35.
Ken Burns Holocaust documentary
The “big Jewish TV event” of this month 
is U.S. and the Holocaust, a three- 
episode PBS documentary that will air 
over three nights (Sunday-Tuesday, 
September 18-20, 8:00 - 10:00 p.m.). 
Here is the PBS description: “Inspired 
in part by the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum’s ‘Americans and 
the Holocaust’ exhibition and supported 

by its historical resources, the film ex-
amines the rise of Hitler and Nazism 
in Germany in the context of global 
antisemitism and racism, the eugenics 
movement in the United States and 
race laws in the American south. The 
series, written by Geoffrey Ward, sheds 
light on what the U.S. government and 
American people knew and did as the 
catastrophe unfolded in Europe.”

The documentary was co-directed 
by Ken Burns, LYNN NOVICK, 60, 
and SARAH BOTSTEIN, 46. The 
latter two have long collaborated with 
Burns, who is the most famous Amer-
ican documentary maker. The Holo-
caust was more than “just mentioned” 
in previous Burns films about WWII. 
He also made Defying the Nazis: The 
Sharps’ War (2016), about an Amer-
ican Unitarian minister who rescued, 
with his wife, hundreds of European 
Jewish refugees. Burns’ wife is Jew-
ish, and Sarah Botstein is the daughter 
of LEON BOTSTEIN, 76, a famous 
and still active music conductor who 
has been the president of Bard College 
since 1975.
Bar mitzvah musical
Finally, there is 13, a “very Jewish” 
Netflix original film that somehow 
eluded my radar before last month’s 
column was written. It premiered on 
August 12 and perhaps it has eluded 

your radar too. 13 is based on a 2008 
Broadway musical of the same name 
that got so-so reviews.

Eli Golden, a total newcomer, 
stars as Evan Goldman, the bar mitz-
vah boy. (I assume Golden is Jewish, 
but I haven’t “verified” him.) Goldman 
is a New York City kid about to hand 
out his bar mitzvah invitations when 
his life radically changes. His father 
leaves his mother for a young flight 
attendant. Evan and his mother Jessi-
ca (DEBRA MESSING, 52) flee to a 
tiny town in Indiana. They live with 
Jessica’s mother Ruth (RHEA PERL-
MAN, 74). The bar mitzvah is still on 
and Evan is tutored by his NYC rabbi 
(via Zoom) played by the very likable 
JOSH PECK, 35. 

There are few Jews in the town, 
and there are a few hateful remarks, 
but antisemitism is a quite minor theme 
in the film. “Teen politics” is the real 
theme. Early on, Evan becomes friends 
with two teens who aren’t popular in 
school.

 Things change when Evan man-
ages to get into the good graces of a 
very popular jock. This sets in motion 
a very complex series of events that  
ultimately force Evan to make hard, 
ethical choices about who will attend 
his bar mitzvah.

Read the current and recent issues of L’CHAYIM 
online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.



10 September 2022
Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
When High Holy Days were celebrated  
in a concentration camp
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

JEWISH INTEREST

The sound of the shofar rever-
berates throughout the camp 
as inmates collect breadcrumbs 

and fill a wooden bucket with water in 
preparation for Tashlich.

A week earlier, camp women put 
the finishing touches on a wedding 
gown fashioned from a bed sheet with 
a veil crafted from mosquito netting. 
The wedding gown had been used 

before – actu-
ally it had been 
altered 23 times 
– because it was 
shared among the 
24 Jewish brides 
who married un-
der the chuppah, 
in, of all places, a 
WWII concentra-
tion camp. 

It happened 
in southern Italy 

at the Ferramonti Concentration Camp 
where two rabbis, who were also camp 
inmates, not only officiated at wed-
dings but conducted High Holy Day 
services in each of the three synagogues 
that had been built and were regularly 
in use within the confines of the camp 
itself.

As we approach New Year 5783, 
it’s something to think about. After 
two years or more of Zoom services 
and maybe even more years before 
that when our Jewish observance was 

marginal, it’s somewhere between 
mindboggling and affirming to consid-
er how the traditions of our youth sur-
vived against incredible odds.

Although the Jews were held pris-
oner in the Ferramonti camp, amazing-
ly they were never harmed. With the 
blessing of a compassionate and coura-
geous camp commandant, the Jews set 
about doing what we’ve always done. 
In the face of disaster, persecution, de-
portation and loss, we turned tsuris to 
simcha, in this case, by making a Jew-
ish community.

Photographs displayed in the camp 
museum feature Jewish brides wear-
ing the bedsheet gown and bridal veils 
made from the mosquito netting that 
the camp administrators faithfully dis-
tributed to the Jewish inmates. 

The rabbis are pictured as well. 
When they weren’t officiating at wed-
ding ceremonies or naming one of the 
21 babies born in the camp, we see the 
rabbis leading Shabbat and festival 
services, sounding the shofar, shaking 
a makeshift lulav and etrog, or read-
ing from a Torah scroll that had been 
smuggled into the camp. 

“It is a little-known story that needs 
to be told,” says Simona Ciliberti, ad-
ministrator of the Ferramonti museum, 
which boasts an extensive collection 
of artifacts and photographs that offer 
visitors a glimpse of camp life that 
included a Hebrew school, a camp 

newspaper, social organizations, fami-
ly vegetable gardens, a drama society, 
soccer teams and the three synagogues 
– Orthodox, Reform and Zionist.

So it was that on October 6, 2019, 
75 years after the Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur services were held openly 
at the camp, the shofar sounded again – 
this time in recognition of, and in grat-
itude for, the Italian soldiers and local 
villagers who supported and protected 
the Italian Jews, the Eastern European 
Jews and Jewish survivors of the ill- 
fated ship, the Pentcho, who comprised 
the Ferramonti prisoner population.

“If Jews could worship in the Fer-
ramonti camp, then we should demon-
strate just what they were doing,” said 
Angela Yael Amato, concert violinist 
and board member of Congregation 
Ner Tamid del Sud, the synagogue lo-
cated near the camp that serves south-
ern Italy as the first active synagogue in 
Calabria in 500 years. Along with her 
son Alessandro, who is an award-win-
ning cellist, Ms. Amato arranged and 
performed traditional music that would 
have been played at the services and 
festivals that were held regularly at the 
camp. The program concluded with the 
duo’s moving performance of the Kol 
Nidre melody and Avinu Malkeinu, mu-
sical selections that are among the most 
familiar of High Holy Day melodies. 

Serving as Ba’alat Tekiah, I had 
the honor of sounding the shofar, the 
traditional ram’s horn that inaugurates 
the Jewish New Year. As the long low 
blasts filled the meeting hall, many 
guests were moved to tears. We sensed 

that each of the shofar’s four distinct 
tones represented a celebration of life, 
love, courage and the religious free-
dom afforded nearly 4,000 inmate Jews 
75 years ago. 

“Nothing can absolve Italy from 
its unholy alliance with Hitler,” says 
Caterina, a young mother who brought 
her two children to participate in the 
reenactment of the original Ferramon-
ti High Holy Day services. “But the 
world must know that even though  
Italy’s leadership aligned with the dev-
il, the villagers who lived here would 
not permit any harm to come to the 
Jews.” Simona agrees and takes it a 
step further when she says, “When 
Jews around the world learn of Ferra-
monti’s Jews, possibly it will renew 
our sense of pride in the resilience of 
our people. Maybe it will bring more 
Jews back home.”

* * *
Note: Rabbi Barbara will conduct 

Rosh Hashanah services at the Ferra-
monti camp. The service is in person 
for local Italian residents and lives-
treamed for those around the world. 
For more details, please email Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.
For 10 years, Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
served the Aviva Campus for Senior 
Life as resident rabbi. She now lives 
and works in Italy where she is rabbi 
of Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. In March 2022, the congrega-
tion brought five Ukrainian mothers 
and their nine children to Italy to find 
safety, tranquility and a new life. Con-
tact her at Rabbi@RabbiBarbara.com.

The Living Balance Sheet® can help you protect and grow 
your business making the most of  untapped potential. 
Using this revolutionary financial model, you can:

For your complimentary business valuation contact Brian Simon at 
(239) 246-8928 or brian.simon@afgfl.com

Find hidden value in your balance sheet.

Registered Representative of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). OSJ: 14021 Metropolis Ave. Fort Myers FL, 33912 (239) 561-2900. Securities products offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian. Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. 2019-79040 Exp. 5/21
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Are you looking for the perfect spot for your retirement?  
Come see what retirement living at Shell Point is all 
about. Since 1968, Shell Point has set the standard for 
retirement living in Southwest Florida. Located along the 
Caloosahatchee River in Fort Myers, Shell Point is just 

minutes from Sanibel Island and the Gulf of Mexico. The 
beauty of Shell Point’s waterfront location is unmatched, 
but what really sets Shell Point apart are the resort 
style amenities including boating, pickleball, tennis and 
championship golf — plus the assurance of Life Care.

Waterfront Living
at its Best!

®

CHOOSE A DATE for a small-group seminar and tour or schedule a 
private appointment at shellpoint.org/seminars or call (239) 990-2377.

 

EXPLORE SHELL POINT® TODAY! ATTEND A DISCOVERY 
SEMINAR & TOUR

Visit SHELLPOINT.ORG or call 1-800-780-1131.
Shell Point is located in Fort Myers, Florida, just minutes from the islands of Sanibel and Captiva.

Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc.  ©2022 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-4496-22
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Jewish composers who made it big in Hollywood
By Arlene Stolnitz

Every summer, I am asked, 
“Where was your article in the 
Federation paper? I looked for 

it and couldn’t find it!” I have always 
been honored to know that my articles 
have been missed. I thought this year 
an explanation is due. 

During the summer months I try to 
find topics of Judaic musical interest for 

my monthly col-
umn. Luckily, this 
summer I found a 
fascinating series 
of programs on-
line that forced me 
to ask myself the 
question, “How is 
it that so many of 
the composers and 
musicians I read 

about are Jewish?” Even after viewing 
the online programs, I still had no an-
swer.

These programs dealt with many 
topics related to Judaic and secular mu-
sic alike and were accompanied with 
audiovisual and musical clips. Pro-
grams included subjects such as Music 
and the Holocaust, Music of Terezin, 
The Search for an American Sound, 

The Impact of Jews on Classical Mu-
sic, Rhythm and Jews, Hollywood 
Scores and Film Music Composers 
from the ’50s to the ’90s. 

Some programs dealt with those 
musicians who escaped WWII and 
their displacement after the war years. 
The U.S., and especially Hollywood, 
was fertile ground for these composers. 
The program Hollywood Scores spoke 
about the huge contribution these com-
posers/musicians made in the ’40s and 
’50s in creating scores of so many of 
our favorite films. I learned about Ma-
rio Castelnuovo-Tedesco, a prolific 
Italian composer of Jewish heritage, 
who immigrated to the U.S. in 1939 
and eventually worked at MGM Stu-
dios. I never heard of him, and I am 
sure you didn’t either! He surely will 
be the subject of a future article. 

In an earlier column (unrelated to 
my summer research), I wrote about 
Leon Levitch, a classically trained 
musician from Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 
He was lucky enough to be one of the 
WWII Jewish refugees who came to 
Safe Haven in Oswego, New York, un-
der President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 
token plan. (The Legacy of Leon Lev-

itch; The Jewish News, October 2017) 
Like Castelnuovo-Tedesco, he too 
landed in Hollywood where he had a 
prolific career as a composer in film.

One series, From The Ten Com-
mandments to The Truman Show, dealt 
with film composers from the ’50s to 
the ’90s. Many of these were Jewish 
composers who were born in America 
and created music for westerns, action 
films, comedies and romance films. 
They included Aaron Copland, Leon-
ard Bernstein, Elmer Bernstein (no re-
lation) and members of the remarkable 
Newman family including Lionel, Al-
fred, Randy, David and Thomas. Many 
of the clips were familiar. They were so 
enjoyable, I thought I even might like 
to see some of these films again. Mov-
ies such as The Defiant Ones, On the 
Beach and Exodus credited names of 
composers with Jewish backgrounds. 

Ernest Gold (1921-1999), Johnny 
Mandel (1925-2020), Andre Previn 
(1929-2019) and Marvin Hamlisch 
(1944-2012) are a just a few of the 
names I encountered. It was interesting 
to learn of their struggles and successes 
in working in the film industry. 

I still have no answer to my ques-
tion: the mystery of why a tiny group 
like the Jewish people have been so 
creative. I welcome any thoughts you 
may have. Email me at arlenestolnitz@
gmail.com.

This year my column will deal with 
many of these musicians, their impact 
on the film industry and maybe help 
answer the “How is it…” question.
Arlene Stolnitz, a retired educator, is 
a regular contributor to Federation 
newspapers in Southwest Florida. Her 
interest in all kinds of Judaic music has 
led to her series of articles.

Bob & Reina Schlager  
& the Entire Mishpacha

Rabbi Nicole Luna & Joe Bord

Anne & David Joffe

Judith & Howard Mayer

Brenda & Jacob Buck

Lydia Gattanell

Richard H. & Judi Davis & Family

Have an item you’d like to share? Need to reach the editor of L’CHAYIM? Send an email to LChayim36@gmail.com.

 Arlene 
    Stolnitz
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SELICHOT
Saturday, Sept. 17
8:00 pm      Havdalah and Dessert      
                        Reception
9:00 pm      Selichot Service

ROSH HASHANAH
Sunday, Sept. 25
7:30 pm      Evening Service

Monday, Sept. 26
10:00 am    Morning Service
10:30 am    Junior Congregation
12:30 pm   Tashlich at Lakes Park
                      Be our guest for lunch
                      following Tashlich.
                      Families welcome.

Tuesday, Sept. 27
10:00 am    Morning Service 

CEMETERY MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
Sunday, October 2
10:30 am  Temple Beth El 
                     Garden of Memories

YOM KIPPUR
Tuesday, Oct. 4
7:30 pm     Kol Nidre

Wednesday, Oct. 5
10:00 am   Morning Service
10:30 am    Junior Congregation
  2:30 pm   Exploring The Book of Jonah
                       (Zoom only) 
  4:30 pm   Musical Meditation
  5:30 pm   Yizkor Service
  6:00 pm   Neila
                      Complimentary Break the      
                      Fast following service.

SUKKOT 
Monday, Oct. 10
 12:30 pm Lunch & Learn in the 
                     Sukkah

SIMCHAT TORAH
Sunday, Oct. 16
 5:30 pm    Simchat Torah Dinner 
 6:30 pm    Celebration/Service 

Monday, Oct. 17
10:00 am    Yizkor Service

Ticket information and reservation 
forms for all events are available on 
our website, or call/stop by our
office. All are welcome, regardless 
of financial ability. 

Those who purchase High Holiday
Visitor ticket(s) for the first time
are welcome to a complimentary
membership for the rest of 2022.

Tickets will be required whether in
person or on Zoom.

On the other side of our doors,
your spiritual home awaits.

HIGH  HOLY  DAY  2022/5783  SCHEDULE

16225 WINKLER ROAD  FORT MYERS  FLORIDA  33908   239-433-0018    www.templebethel.com
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Jewish composers who made it big in Hollywood
Ernest Gold (1921-1999), Johnny 
Mandel (1925-2020), Andre Previn 
(1929-2019) and Marvin Hamlisch 
(1944-2012) are a just a few of the 
names I encountered. It was interesting 
to learn of their struggles and successes 
in working in the film industry. 

I still have no answer to my ques-
tion: the mystery of why a tiny group 
like the Jewish people have been so 
creative. I welcome any thoughts you 
may have. Email me at arlenestolnitz@
gmail.com.

This year my column will deal with 
many of these musicians, their impact 
on the film industry and maybe help 
answer the “How is it…” question.
Arlene Stolnitz, a retired educator, is 
a regular contributor to Federation 
newspapers in Southwest Florida. Her 
interest in all kinds of Judaic music has 
led to her series of articles.

Have an item you’d like to share? Need to reach the editor of L’CHAYIM? Send an email to LChayim36@gmail.com.
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Rosh Hashanah brings back sweet 
memories – recipe by Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

I love this time of year, when the 
first signs of fall are obvious, and 
Rosh Hashanah is on its way. It’s 

the time of year that we Jews call the 
High Holidays. There are some factors 
in the atmosphere surrounding it in Is-
rael that I’ve never experienced any-
where else in the world that I’ve either 
lived or visited. This year’s occasion 
has an extra special flavor to it. It is the 
first time in many years that I have my 
father here with me. This brought back 
memories of my childhood in Israel.

I have very warm memories of Jaf-
fa, a beautiful port city that sits mid-
way between Tel Aviv and Bat Yam. At 
Rosh Hashanah, neighbors gave each 
other baskets of pomegranates from 
their yards with wishes for “Shanah To-
vah,” or “many years and good years.” 
The first taste at the start of the holiday 
– and to break the fast for Yom Kippur 
10 days later – was of honey sprinkled 
with pomegranate seeds, symbolic of 

wishes for a sweet year of plenty.
When it comes to Rosh Hashanah, 

families of Sephardic and Mizrahi or-
igin, like mine from Morocco, have 
a secret to share with the rest of the 
Jewish world: a unique Rosh Hasha-
nah Seder far beyond apples dipped in 
honey. On the first night of the holiday, 
we hold a special ceremony at home 
during which we recite blessings over 
a variety of foods that symbolize our 
wishes for the year ahead.

After a short ceremony, my grand-
mother Dalia (from my 
father’s side) served 
a festive dinner in her 
apartment. The meal 
began with a blessing 
over the sweet Mo-
roccan challah that is 
made circular to sym-
bolize a full, “round” 
year. Apple preserves 
called “tfah” were an-
other traditional Rosh 
Hashanah food on my 
grandmother’s holiday 

table. The name means “apple spoon 
sweets” because it was traditional-
ly served on individual spoons with a 
glass of water to welcome guests.

At every Moroccan Jewish festi-
val meal, the meal opens with a spread 
of cooked salads – carrots, peppers 
and eggplant dishes cooked in advance 
– and for the most part, suited to the 
year’s warm beginning of the New Year.

The meal continues with fish and 

lamb followed by the famous Mo-
roccan pastelito. But the best is yet to 
come: traditional Moroccan couscous 
was served with a sweet dried vegeta-
ble tanzia, Moroccan-inspired tzimmes. 
It’s a classic Moroccan dish, re-imag-
ined with sweet and savory flavors.

My family always had hon-
ey-dipped “cigars” filled with ground 
almonds, chebakia and Moroccan bak-
lava for dessert instead of the typical 
honey cake found in the majority of 
American Jewish homes.

When I came to the United States 
from Israel as a new bride in 2001, I 
brought just a few beloved recipes. 
Today, I still remember losing one of 
them: my grandmother Dalia’s recipe 
for tanzia. I was so heartbroken that I 
cried and cried. Losing the recipe felt 
like I had lost my grandmother.

I quickly wrote to my grandmother 
in Israel, asking her to send the recipe. 
It came on the very thin airmail paper 
used in those days. I’ve been a U.S. res-
ident for 21 years and I still have that 
letter sealed in a clear protective cover. 
Food stains, rips and yellowed tape are 
visible evidence of its use. Written in 
Hebrew, of course, my grandmother’s 
recipe used glasses, coffee cups and 
handfuls as measurements. I worked 
out more-standard measurements and 
still make the dried fruit tajine-tanzia.

This year, as always, I will wel-
come Rosh Hashanah with the taste of 
honey and a lifetime of sweet memories 
with Moroccan dried fruit tajine-tanzia. 
There is nothing more festive in my 
eyes than this joyful dish. During Rosh 
Hashanah, every Sephardic family in 
Israel would serve this on a bed of rice 
or couscous with a sprinkle of almond 
and honey to brighten it up. The colors 
are dark and rich, and the flavor is full 
of warm spices that wake up your taste 
buds. The combination of vegetables 
and dried fruit produces a harmonious, 
festive flavor. It’s a sweet way to add 
holiday joy to your meal.

Shanah Tovah Umetuka!

Ingredients:
• 2 tbsp extra light olive oil 
• 2 big onions cut into half-moons
• 1 tbsp brown sugar
• 1 tsp cinnamon
• ¾ cup golden raisins
• ¾ cups pitted dried prunes
• ½ cup dried apricot
• 1 cup dried figs
• 1/3 cup walnuts
• 2 cups water
• 3 tbsp silan (date syrup) or honey
• 1 tsp salt 
• ½ tsp crushed black pepper 
• 1/3 cup chopped almonds to 

garnish
 X Heat up oil in a wide nonstick pan. 

Add the onions with 1 tbsp sugar 
and caramelize the onions with the 
sugar on medium heat for about 15 
minutes until golden. Add the nuts 
and spices and mix for a minute.

 X Add the dried fruits, silan and wa-
ter. Sprinkle salt and pepper, mix 
well and bring to a boil.

 X Cover and cook on low for 30 min-
utes or until almost all the water 
evaporates.

 X Serve over Moroccan couscous or 
rice and garnish with chopped al-
monds.

Robert & Reina Schlager

Phyliss & Arthur Ohlstein
Jill Schreidell

Dr. David  
& Esta Berger

Look for Dalia Hemed’s recipes 
each month in L’CHAYIM
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Sweeten your 
new year.
 We have the High Holiday essentials you need and the recipes you’ll love. 
Find them at publix.com/highholidays.

Ingredients:
• 2 tbsp extra light olive oil 
• 2 big onions cut into half-moons
• 1 tbsp brown sugar
• 1 tsp cinnamon
• ¾ cup golden raisins
• ¾ cups pitted dried prunes
• ½ cup dried apricot
• 1 cup dried figs
• 1/3 cup walnuts
• 2 cups water
• 3 tbsp silan (date syrup) or honey
• 1 tsp salt 
• ½ tsp crushed black pepper 
• 1/3 cup chopped almonds to 

garnish
 X Heat up oil in a wide nonstick pan. 

Add the onions with 1 tbsp sugar 
and caramelize the onions with the 
sugar on medium heat for about 15 
minutes until golden. Add the nuts 
and spices and mix for a minute.

 X Add the dried fruits, silan and wa-
ter. Sprinkle salt and pepper, mix 
well and bring to a boil.

 X Cover and cook on low for 30 min-
utes or until almost all the water 
evaporates.

 X Serve over Moroccan couscous or 
rice and garnish with chopped al-
monds.
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Uncle Misha, the partisans and the Korets ghetto
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

Eighty years ago this month, on 
September 25, 1942, a Jewish 
partisan commander in the Vol-

hynia region of Ukraine, Moshe Gild-
enman – known to everyone as “Uncle 
Misha” – led a resistance movement as 
the Nazis were liquidating the ghetto at 

Korets. His story is 
one that deserves to 
be retold.

Born in Korets 
(then in Russian Po-
land) on January 1, 
1898, Moshe Gild-
enman was an ac-
tive member of the 
Jewish community, 

numbering some 6,000 people, until 
the outbreak of World War II in Sep-
tember 1939. Under the terms of the 
Nazi-Soviet Pact of August 1939, So-
viet forces entered Korets on Septem-
ber 17, 1939, after the Soviet invasion 
of eastern Poland.

After Germany invaded the So-
viet Union on June 22, 1941 – and 
through this, the Soviet-occupied zone 
of Poland – some 500 Jews managed 
to escape Korets before German troops 
entered the town on July 2, 1941. On 
August 8, 1941, Jewish men were 
called up for forced labor, only to be 
murdered on the outskirts of the city. 
Others were killed as the year pro-
gressed, and additional antisemitic 
measures were introduced. By the time 
winter came, the Jewish community of 
Korets was suffering from hunger and 
disease.

The Germans carried out an action 
against the Jews of Korets on May 21, 
1942, and more than 2,200 people, in-
cluding Moshe Gildenman’s wife and 
13-year-old daughter, were murdered 
near the village of Kozak. About a 
thousand survivors were then con-
centrated in a ghetto, where a Jewish 
Council (Judenrat) was established 
under Moshe Krasnostawski. The Jud-
enrat, in turn, maintained contacts with 
a small Jewish underground movement 
of about 20 fighters that Gildenman, by 
this stage known generally as “Uncle 
Misha,” and his son Simkha had estab-
lished. Their arsenal consisted of one 
pistol, five rounds of ammunition and 
some butchers’ knives.

On September 25, 1942, when the 
Nazis ordered the final liquidation of 
the Korets ghetto, Moshe Krasnost-
awski directed that it be set on fire, 
during which many people escaped. 
Uncle Misha led his small team, now 
reduced to only 11 fighters, to forests 
north of the town. There, after working 
their way through the woods for about 
two weeks, they met and took in the 
survivors of a group of Jewish fighters, 
and from this created a partisan unit. 
They were armed only with weapons 
they managed to capture, but in this 
they were effective. In one instance, 
they ambushed a unit of policemen and 
captured six rifles, two pistols and sev-
eral hand grenades. In others, they at-
tacked small police stations in the area 
and seized more weapons. From these 
beginnings, they fought both local Ger-

man Volksdeutsche (German-speaking 
residents living in the region) and their 
Ukrainian collaborators.

In January 1943, the group joined 
up with General Alexander Saburov, 
one of the leaders of the Soviet parti-
san movement in Ukraine and western 
Russia. Uncle Misha’s men aligned 
themselves with Saburov’s partisans, 
setting up an all-Jewish combat unit. 
Since Soviet policy did not permit 
segregated Jewish partisan units, oth-
er fighters, of Ukrainian origin, joined 
Uncle Misha’s ranks. The Jews in the 
unit became a minority, though it was 
always known specifically as Uncle 
Misha’s Jewish group.

They participated in numerous 
operations in the Zhitomir area, set-
ting mines and engaging in sabotage, 
until the region was liberated by Sovi-
et troops in October 1943. Some 500 
survivors returned to Korets after the 
liberation. At war’s end, many realized 
that there was little future for them re-
maining under Soviet rule, and after the 
war most of the survivors left the area 
altogether. Many emigrated to destina-
tions in Palestine/Israel or the West.

Uncle Misha and his unit, howev-
er, volunteered to stay on to continue 

the fight against the Germans. Now 
a soldier and no longer Uncle Misha, 
Moshe Gildenman was given the rank 
of captain and attached to an Engi-
neering Corps. He and his son Sim-
kha stayed together, fighting with the 
Soviet army during its advance across 
Poland and Germany, through to the 
capture of Berlin on May 2, 1945, and 
Germany’s surrender six days later.

With the war over, Simkha Gilden-
man returned to Korets. Upon identify-
ing the Ukrainian who killed his moth-
er and sister, he shot him on the spot.

For his part, Uncle Misha was dec-
orated for his efforts during the war. 
These military awards included the 
Soviet Order of the Red Star, the “War 
of the Homeland” medal and the Pol-
ish Order of the Cross of Grunwald. 
In 1950 he settled in Rehovot, Israel, 
where he died in 1958. His actions, on 
and after September 25, 1942, deserve 
to be remembered as an example of 
Jewish resistance in the face of over-
whelming odds during the Holocaust.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

 Paul  
    Bartrop

The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties is
creating a Holocaust Education department in response
to growing antisemitism and a need for education and

remembrance. The new department will sponsor
outreach programs in the schools and community as
well as host speaking, author and film events. We are

also in the process of creating a remembrance wall that
will highlight local loved ones lost in the Shoah. For
naming and other donor opportunities, or to share
stories, please contact JFED Holocaust Education

Director Ella Nayor at 
239-281-7874 or via email at

jfedholocaustdirector@gmail.com 

Jewish Federation 
of Lee and Charlotte Counties 

Holocaust Education and
Programs Department

Community Relations Council 
Lee & Charlotte  

CCRRCC  MMiissssiioonn  SSttaatteemmeenntt:  

The mission of the CRC of Lee & Charlotte is to    
proactively advocate for and ensure the rights,     
interests, and values of our Jewish community. 

WWee  AAddvvooccaattee..  EEdduuccaattee..  AAcctt..  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information or to join, contact 
Debbie Sanford at 239.481.4449 ext. 6  

 debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org  

Changing you address? Keep 
L’CHAYIM coming to your home. 

Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
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French wine: On the decline?
By The Wine Whisperer

 Jerry  
    Greenfield

In the wine world, France is consid-
ered “the mistress of wine.” Begin-
ning winemakers look to the French 

for inspiration and examples of what 
fine wine is “supposed to be.” After 

all, they’ve been 
at it for thou-
sands of years, 
ever since the 
Romans brought 
vines over to the 
regions along the 
Mediterranean. 
And for all that 
time, the French 
have been the 

most enthusiastic wine consumers in 
the world. Not anymore.

For decades, the number of bars 
and cafes in the country has been de-
creasing – from around 600,000 in 
1960 to just 34,000 today. Something 
like 7,000 of them close every year. 
And it’s not just a result of the pan-
demic.

Even worse, grape growers seem 
to be harvesting about half the amount 
that they did 10 years ago. What’s go-
ing on?

First, winemaking in countries 
like France, Spain and Italy has been 
a highly traditional family affair, with 
vineyards and estates handed down for 
generations, passed along to sons and 
daughters. That doesn’t seem to be 
happening any longer.

Some areas, like Champagne, are 
increasing production, but only slight-
ly. Others, like Bordeaux and sur-

rounding regions and the Loire Valley, 
have lost almost half their producers. 
In the southern region of Languedoc, 
once the largest provider of table wine, 
production is down over 40%.

The story is a lot different in the 
United States, mainly due to direct to 
consumer (DTC) sales. While the vast 
majority of bottles are sold through 
stores, supermarkets, bars and restau-
rants, in 2019, 6.6 million cases went 
from wineries to the front doors of 
buyers. Industry watchers agree that 
the same thing needs to happen in plac-
es like France.

Covid isn’t helping, as it has had a 
devastating impact on cafe and restau-
rant sales. Industry insiders believe 
that French wine producers need to 
“develop more profitable relationships 
with consumers.” This may also help 
boost the action in those deserted cafes 
and bistros.

We do have an advantage here in 
the U.S. since our online and internet 
system may be a bit more advanced 
than in other countries. This gives each 
of us instant access to sites like wine.
com, nakedwines, vivino and others. 
Plus, all major wine retailers offer on-
line purchases with wines either picked 
up in store or delivered right to your 
front porch. Other retailers and the 
wineries themselves encourage cus-
tomers (like me) to sign up for special 
wine deals that pour into my inbox on 
a daily basis. A few clicks (and a gen-
erous credit line) is all it takes.

I’m a big supporter of local wine 

merchants, and you should consid-
er them first when you’re thirsty. But 
whether you get your wine in a store 
or in the mail, I’m sure you’ll like our 
new suggestions.

Ramey Syrah Rodgers Creek 
Vineyard 2015 ($65) – It’s not un-
usual for winemakers to blend a bit of 
Viognier into a Syrah, and there’s 8% 
Viognier in this example, which cre-
ates a rounder, smoother mouthfeel. 
The 25 months in new French oak 
imparts more savory characters rather 
than fruit, so expect aromas and flavors 
of smoke, pepper, bacon and even a bit 
of citrus. Much more subtle than some 
fruit bomb Syrahs. WW 93

Bonterra Equinox Red Blend 
California 2018 ($16) – This winery 
prides itself on its commitment to cer-
tified organic and sustainable farming 
and winemaking practices. This blend 
is primarily Merlot and Petite Sirah, 
with a rich deep color and bold notes 
of mixed black fruit. WW 89 

Garofoli “Podium” Verdicchio 
Marche 2016 ($26) – This ageable 

white is fermented on the lees and ma-
tured in a bottle for six months before 
release. That gives it a creamy mouth-
feel, and hints of lime, apple, pear and 
almond. There’s also an interesting sa-
line note to it. WW 90
Ask the Wine Whisperer
What does the word “passito” mean on 
a wine label? – A. Perfetti, Miami

The word “passito” indicates that 
the grapes have been dried before being 
crushed. After harvest the grapes are 
left to dry for several weeks on straw 
mats or bamboo racks. This reduces 
the water content and concentrates the 
sugar. In many cases, it increases the 
alcohol content, too!
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er, a wine author, educator and consul-
tant. He is an adjunct professor in the 
wine program at Florida Gulf Coast 
University. Read his blog at www.wine 
whisperer.com. Jerry’s new book, He 
Lost it in the Catskills, is available on 
Amazon, or purchase your personally 
signed copy at catskillmemories.com.

Richard & Joan Davis & FamilySandy Abrahams  
& Arnie Flakowitz
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Keeping seniors 
safe. At home.

Ask about our $99
hospital-to-home 
packages!

(239) 590-8999
FortMyers-131.ComfortKeepers.com
Proudly Serving Lee, Collier & Charlotte Counties

© 2021 CK Franchising, Inc. Most offices independently owned and operated.  

HHA: 299992995

Our skilled employees are 
insured, bonded, and go 
through extensive screening, 
testing, and training to deliver 
exceptional care

• Bathing & Hygiene
• Transportation & 
  Mobility assistance
• Meal preparation
• Grocery shopping & Errands
• Medication reminders
• 1- to 24-hour care & Live-in    
  Companionship

Linda Sweet & Dan Zevin

Judith Adler

Naomi Lee Bloom

Arline & Rabbi Solomon Agin

Hal & Pam Arkin & FamilyCheryl & Barry Fulmer

June Rosner

Karin Fine

Claire Goldhagen & Family

Hy TuchmanMarty Freling

BRIEFS
HALF OF ALL JEWS NOW 
LIVE IN ISRAEL AND 
THAT IS A SOURCE OF 
STRENGTH

 ¡ A hundred years ago, in 1922, there 
were 14,400,000 Jews in the world. 
The centers of Judaism outside the 
U.S. were in central and eastern 
Europe – Berlin, Warsaw and Bu-
dapest. There seemed grounds for 
optimism. In 1922, the League of 
Nations awarded Britain the Pal-
estine British mandate, which con-
firmed the legitimacy of Britain’s 
promise in the Balfour Declaration 
of 1917 of a national home for the 
Jews. “The wandering Jews will 
at last have a home,” the London 
Times declared in April 1920.

 ¡ By 1939, the world Jewish popu-
lation had increased to 17 million. 
But Jews on the Continent faced a 
precarious future with the spread 
of antisemitism and the rise of Hit-
ler. Many sought to emigrate, but 
most countries closed their doors. 
And in 1939, the British govern-
ment in its White Paper severely 
limited immigration into the na-
tional home, proposing to end it 
entirely.

 ¡ In Chaim Weizmann’s words, the 
world was now divided between 
countries in which Jews were 
not allowed to live and countries 
which they were not allowed to en-
ter. By 1945, after the Holocaust, 

the world’s Jewish population had 
fallen to 11 million.

 ¡ Today it is just over 15 million. 
Jews have not made up the losses 
of the Holocaust. Between 1939 
and 2022, by contrast, the popula-
tion of the world has increased by 
250%. In the absence of the Holo-
caust, given a natural increase of 
population, there would perhaps 
have been a world Jewish popula-
tion of 40 million.

 ¡ Following the creation of Israel, the 
geographical balance of the world 
Jewish population has altered rad-
ically. In Palestine in 1939, there 
were only 450,000 Jews – three 
percent of the world’s total. Today, 
nearly seven million Jews, almost 
50 percent of the total, live in Is-
rael. In 1948, Jews emerged from 
powerlessness to become authors 
of their own destiny. (Prof. Vernon 
Bogdanor, (Jewish Chronicle - UK)

THE TREASURE  
OF THE JEWS
Andrew Lawler’s book, Under Jerusa-
lem: The Buried History of the World’s 
Most Contested City, surveys some of 
the colorful and fraught episodes that 
have played out underground over the 
past century and a half. The year 1865 
saw the creation of the Palestine Ex-
ploration Fund in London, where the 
founders included the archbishop of 
York, who “called for a new crusade 

to rescue from darkness and oblivion 
much of the history of that country in 
which we all take so dear an interest.” 
The explorers were inflamed by the 
possibility of grand findings from Jew-
ish antiquity.

A central problem affecting many 
Western observers is their narrative of 
a city “sacred to three faiths.” There is 
a failure to understand the unique cen-
trality of Jerusalem in Judaism or to 
admit that the city is of interest to other 
religions only because it was sacred to 
Jews first. Jerusalem has existed at the 
center of Jewish consciousness since 
Rome was a village on the Tiber and it 
has that role in no other religion.

Christianity cares about Jerusalem 
because Jesus and his followers were 
Jews who orbited the Jewish ritual cen-
ter on the Temple Mount. Islam built 
the Dome of the Rock on the Temple 
Mount because that was the site of the 
Jewish temple. Both religions have 
more important cities elsewhere but 

came here to claim they had supplant-
ed the numerically insignificant but 
historically imposing natives of Judea. 
The lack of interest in archaeology on 
the part of Arab residents is related to 
the common, and politically danger-
ous, knowledge that if you dig past 
the city’s Islamic and Christian layers, 
what you’re going to find is Jewish. 
(Matti Friedman, Jewish Review of 
Books)

ISRAELI FIRMS AND 
TOURISTS ARE PILING 
INTO MOROCCO 
For decades Israel was Morocco’s 
shadowy secret. Business between the 
two went through intermediaries, often 
Jewish-Moroccan exiles in Paris and 
intelligence agents.

Syrian tanks captured by Israel 
ended up in Morocco. Israelis helped 
fortify the wall that Morocco built to 
keep guerrillas out of Western Sahara.

continued on next page 
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Now, Israeli tourists are flocking 

in. Morocco expects 200,000 this year, 
up fourfold since the accord, 10 ten di-
rect flights a week.

Some Israelis come to rediscover 
family roots, since 700,000 Israelis are 
of Moroccan origin.

Trade delegations are piling in, 
too. “There’s such high interest, it’s 
crazy,” says an Israeli diplomat.

Israel Aerospace Industries is 
building two plants to manufacture 
drones and may even install a mis-
sile-defense system. (Economist - UK)

THE AMERICAN 
CHRISTIAN ZIONIST 
DREAM
On March 5, 1891, evangelical minis-
ter William Blackstone presented a pe-
tition to President Benjamin Harrison 
asking him to use his influence to per-
suade European leaders to prevail upon 
the Ottoman sultan to open the prov-
ince of Palestine for Jewish settlement 
and the creation of a Jewish national 
home.

Among the 400 signatures on 
Blackstone’s petition were J. P. Mor-
gan, John D. Rockefeller, Cyrus Mc-
Cormick, the editors of most of the 
leading American newspapers, leading 
clergymen from the East Coast and 
the Middle West, the chief justice of 
the Supreme Court, and the speaker of 
the House of Representatives. It had 

also been signed by prominent media 
corporations, including The New York 
Times.

For many of the signers, the peti-
tion merely expressed the long-held 
belief among both religious and secu-
lar people of the 19th century that the 
Jews, like the Greeks and the Italians, 
could regain some of their ancient glo-
ry and greatness if freed from foreign 
rule and oppression. Blackstone pre-
sented a new version of his petition to 
Woodrow Wilson in 1916 and saw his 
principles enshrined in American law 
in 1922.

On December 11, 1917, British 
forces under General Edmund Allen-
by entered Jerusalem unopposed as the 
Turks retreated, and for the first time 
since the Crusades a Christian power 
found itself in control of the city. The 
conquest of Jerusalem ignited a media 
firestorm across the U.S. The next year, 
Theodore Roosevelt wrote, “There can 
be no peace worth having” until “the 
Jews [are] given control of Palestine.”

The New York American comment-
ed in an editorial: “It is certainly true 
that the passage of Jerusalem into the 
hands of the Allies means the swift 
establishment of that re-gathered and 
redeemed Zion for which the world’s 
Jews have dreamed ever since the 
tribes were scattered in the breaking up 
of Israel.”

Support for Zionist aspirations in 
Palestine quickly became part of the 
boilerplate foreign policy prescriptions 
of American politicians in both major 
political parties. Franklin and Elea-
nor Roosevelt backed this idea; so did 

Herbert Hoover and Calvin Coolidge. 
(Walter Russell Mead, , a fellow at the 
Hudson Institute, and Professor of For-
eign Affairs and Humanities at Bard 
College. This is excerpted from his 
new book, The Arc of a Covenant: The 
United States, Israel, and the Fate of 
the Jewish People. Tablet)

ISRAEL’S WEST BANK 
SECURITY FENCE HAS 
BEEN A LIFESAVER
Col. (res.) Dr. Dany Tirza, who headed 
the Strategic Planning Unit of the Ju-
dea and Samaria Division in the IDF 
Central Command from 1994-2007, 
was the chief architect and planner of 

the West Bank security barrier, the con-
struction of which began 20 years ago.

Tirza, a research fellow at the Je-
rusalem Center for Public Affairs, 
said there were more than 3,000 Pal-
estinian attacks that originated from 
the West Bank from September 2000 
until the end of 2006 that resulted in 
the deaths of 1,622 people. From 2007, 
when most of the existing fence was 
up, until today, there have been 141 at-
tacks from the West Bank, that led to 
the killing of 100 people inside Israel. 
The fence was set up to save lives and 
the numbers show it succeeded. (Herb 
Keinon, Jerusalem Post)

Helene & Jorge Glocer

Phyllis & Berny Aronson

Judith Yevick

Beth & Russ Bogen

continued on next page 
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Israel’s first major period drama se-
ries, The Beauty Queen of Jerusa-
lem, was all set to shoot in Kiev at 

the beginning of 2020 when the pan-
demic shut the borders.

It seemed a bitter blow, stalling one 
of the most ambitious and high-budget 
local productions to date.

The lockdown provided some un-
foreseen benefits. The streets of Jeru-
salem, Acre and Safed were emptied of 
their usual bustle and became perfect 
film locations.

The historical American Colony 
Hotel, which would usually have been 
off limits due to guests, allowed filming 
in their elegant bar and leafy courtyard. 
And a dance party scene was shot at a 
museum closed due to the pandemic.

Also, internationally known Israe-
li actors Michael Aloni (Shtisel), Hila 
Saada (Beauty and the Baker) and Itzik 
Cohen (Fauda) suddenly had more 
flexibility in their schedules.

But filming locally did not seem at 
first to be of any benefit for Liron Co-
hen, costume designer of the sprawling 
family saga.

She had to frantically scout new 
sources for the wardrobe of the mul-
tigenerational characters, living in the 
time Jerusalem was part of the Otto-
man Empire, through the British Man-
date and Israel’s War of Independence.

continued from previous page
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ISRAEL’S ECONOMY  
GREW AT 6.8 PERCENT  
IN 2ND QUARTER OF 2022
Israel’s GDP grew 6.8% in the second 
quarter of 2022, after contracting by 
2.7% in the first quarter, the Central 
Bureau of Statistics reports.

The strong growth was attributed 
to a return to post-Covid routine with 
recoveries in the tourism, aviation, 
hospitality, restaurant and transport 
services sectors. (Guy Ben Simon, 
Globes)

2,300 JORDANIANS  
ARE WORKING IN EILAT 
Beginning August 1, 2022, up to 2,000 
Jordanian hotel workers and up to 300 
Jordanian workers in construction, in-
dustry and general sectors, were once 
again allowed to enter the Eilat region 

of Israel for work on a daily basis,  
as was the case before the Covid pan-
demic.

Oded Joseph, Deputy Director 
General for the Middle East at the Isra-
el Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said the 
move “symbolizes warmer relations 
with our neighbors on the other side of 
the border. We are happy for this co-
operation and hope to expand it in the 
future.” (Israel Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs)

ISRAEL RECORDS 
HIGHEST MONTHLY 
TOURIST ARRIVALS  
SINCE COVID OUTBREAK 
Israel recorded 249,900 tourist arrivals 
in July, the highest monthly total since 
the Covid pandemic hit the country in 
early 2020, Israel’s Central Bureau of 
Statistics reports.

However, the monthly number is 
still below the pre-pandemic level of 
February 2020, when 343,800 tourists 
arrived. (Xinhua - China)

IsraAID BRINGS SAFE 
WATER SYSTEMS  
TO UKRAINIAN CITY 
IsraAID has provided four reverse os-
mosis water filtration systems to the 
Ukrainian city of Mykolaiv, east of 
Odesa, where the water infrastructure 
was severely damaged in the fighting 
with Russia in April. Deputy Mayor 
Sergey Korenev noted that all Myko-
laiv residents will have free, round-the-
clock access to water.

IsraAID will provide ongoing 
technical support to ensure long-term 
sustainability. (IsraAID)

RUSSIAN JEWS SIDESTEP 
JEWISH AGENCY TO 
IMMIGRATE TO ISRAEL
Many Jews in Russia – spurred by po-
litical pressure and fears of a new Iron 

Curtain – have decided to forgo the 
long wait times for appointments at the 
Israeli embassy in Moscow and at The 
Jewish Agency for Israel and are mak-
ing their own way to Israel.

Ivan Kvasov, a biology teacher, 
left St. Petersburg for Israel with his 
wife and son in March, applying for 
Israeli citizenship once they landed in 
the country.

“Everything went very quickly,” 
Kvasov said. “There were some lines 
and so on, but in general everyone sup-
ported us.”

Former Jewish Agency chairman 
Natan Sharansky said, “I do recom-
mend to all those who more or less de-
cided already that their future is not in 
Russia to make this decision [on immi-
gration] as quickly as possible.” (Maya 
Margit, Ynetnews)

For daily news stories related to Israel & the  
Jewish world, visit www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

CRC
Meeting

Let's Talk about issues of
Antisemitism & Interfaith
Relations

A T  T H E  J E W I S H  F E D E R A T I O N

September 15
Thursday,

7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
9701 Commerce Center Ct.
Fort Myers, 33908

Guest Speakers: 
The Lee County Sheriff's Department

Visit: www.JewishFederationLCC.org to register.

Open to the
Community!

 

RSVP
REQUIRED

The Mission:
The CRC will

bring together
and mobilize
the Jewish

community on
critical issues—
amplifying our

collective
voice.
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How Israel’s vintage shops saved 
The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem

By Elana Shap, israel21c.org, August 3, 2022
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A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE
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systematic methods to create a visible 
difference in the cleanliness  

of your workspace.

BEST SERVICE AND PRICE
One of our primary goals is to  

provide clients with the absolute  
best service in the industry,  
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CONSISTENT RESULTS
By paying attention to the details, 

high touch spots and areas of concern, 
clients get an exceptional and  

consistent clean every time.
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• Microfiber tools to remove more dirt
• EPA registered disinfectants for virus and bacteria removal
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Israel has gained international acclaim for fast-paced TV dramas such as Fauda.  
Now Netflix is airing an Israeli-made period drama – which faced a drama of its own.

Israel’s first major period drama se-
ries, The Beauty Queen of Jerusa-
lem, was all set to shoot in Kiev at 

the beginning of 2020 when the pan-
demic shut the borders.

It seemed a bitter blow, stalling one 
of the most ambitious and high-budget 
local productions to date.

The lockdown provided some un-
foreseen benefits. The streets of Jeru-
salem, Acre and Safed were emptied of 
their usual bustle and became perfect 
film locations.

The historical American Colony 
Hotel, which would usually have been 
off limits due to guests, allowed filming 
in their elegant bar and leafy courtyard. 
And a dance party scene was shot at a 
museum closed due to the pandemic.

Also, internationally known Israe-
li actors Michael Aloni (Shtisel), Hila 
Saada (Beauty and the Baker) and Itzik 
Cohen (Fauda) suddenly had more 
flexibility in their schedules.

But filming locally did not seem at 
first to be of any benefit for Liron Co-
hen, costume designer of the sprawling 
family saga.

She had to frantically scout new 
sources for the wardrobe of the mul-
tigenerational characters, living in the 
time Jerusalem was part of the Otto-
man Empire, through the British Man-
date and Israel’s War of Independence.

“In Kiev it was all arranged that 
I would have access to a well-estab-
lished, enormous costume archive to 
replicate fashions from 1919 to the 
1940s. The studio there also had the 
advantage of a storage facility to keep 
the thousands of sets of clothes needed 
to dress 40 main characters and many, 
many extras.”

A graduate in fashion design from 
WIZO School of Design in Haifa, with 
10 years’ experience working in TV 
and movie productions, Cohen dis-
covered during her historical research 
what a melting pot Jerusalem was in 
the first half of the 20th century.

“It was a society made up of a 
wide range of ethnic and social groups 
speaking many languages – Hebrew, 
Ladino, Arabic, English and Turkish. 
Each group had its own distinct style 
of dress, made of different fabrics and 
with a variety of accessories,” she says.

“Some immigrants also trans-
formed themselves in their new home-
land, modifying heavy, woolen cloth-
ing to match the hot climate they now 
found themselves in.”
A fascinating discovery
The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem, based 
on the 2015 international bestseller by 
Sarit Yishai-Levy, includes all these di-
verse groups.

The central family are the Spanish- 

Judeo Ermozas. Rochel (Yuval Scharf), 
the unattainable love interest of Gabri-
el Ermoza (Michael Aloni), is from the 
tightly knit Orthodox Ashkenazi com-
munity.

There are also Irgun fighters (the 
Zionist paramilitary group), Arabs and 
whoever is ruling at the time, Turkish 
or British.

Cohen says what seemed at first 
like an overwhelming task turned into 
a fascinating discovery.

“The magic really began when I 
found the vintage community in Isra-
el. There are many people here of all 
ages, men and women, who collect and 
preserve vintage clothing. We started 
going from place to place and person 

to person collecting and buying.”
Nearly all the clothing and shoes in 

the series are original items from the 
1920s, ’30s and ’40s. Cohen says she 
was lucky to discover vintage stores 

such as By Kilo in Tel Aviv, Golda in 
Herzliya and the online site Betty in 
Vintage Land.

Other finds, she says, were made 
at estate sales and from private collec-
tors. Cohen also speaks excitedly of 
the one-of-a-kind wedding dress with 
19th century embroidery she found for 
the character Rosa (Hila Saada) in the 
studio of design duo Reuma and Yoel, 
who collect vintage fabric to incorpo-
rate into creations.

continued on next page 
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Curtain – have decided to forgo the 
long wait times for appointments at the 
Israeli embassy in Moscow and at The 
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wife and son in March, applying for 
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the country.

“Everything went very quickly,” 
Kvasov said. “There were some lines 
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The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem...continued from previous page
Hasidim and British officers
There was no need to search very hard 
for the costumes of the strictly devout 
Ashkenazi characters in the series as 
members of the Toldot Aharon com-
munity still wear the same black-and-
white stripe outfits until today.

Costumes of the British Mandate 
officers were also easy to obtain as a 
company in England specializes in his-
torically correct reproductions of mili-
tary uniforms.

Besides using costumes to em-
phasize the timeframe, they are also 
important to build the character’s per-
sona, and for this Cohen had to work 
strictly according to the brief of direc-
tor Oded Davidoff and screenwriters 
Shlomo Mashiach and Esther Namdar 
Tamam.

In the case of young, sensual beau-
ty Luna Ermoza (played by newcomer 

Swell Ariel Or), “we put her in reveal-
ing outfits showing her cleavage so that 
her liberated, sexy, flirty personality 
would be emphasized.”

Characters are also used to show 
the passing of time. “I chose the 
character of Rosa to show how wom-
en’s fashions evolve. For example, in 
the episodes which take place in the  

1920s, her dresses have low waists and 
are quite shapeless. In the ’30s, her 
dresses have a more defined waistline 
and skirts are to the knees.”
Exotic and silky
Of all the characters, Lebanese belly 
dancer Aishi (Luna Mansour) is Co-
hen’s favorite.

“I love Aisha for her feminist 
views. She uses her strong 
intuition and intelligence 
to navigate the male envi-
ronment she inhabits. She 
knows how to play the 
game,” Cohen says.

“Her garments come 
from a wider world than 
Rosa Ermoza, who is 
a housewife, and her 
neighbor, Victoria Franco 
(Mali Levy), who takes in 
people’s laundry. Aisha 

wears bold jewelry from India and fab-
rics that are more exotic and silky.”

Cohen, who has a Moroccan moth-
er and Polish father, is not the only one 
to have fallen in love with the charac-
ters and been swept up into a Jerusalem 
of years gone by.

“All of the cast and crew relat-
ed closely to one of the communities 
portrayed in the series. Everyone had 
a moment where they said it reminded 
them of their grandparents, their histo-
ry or of something nostalgic. For me 

though, it’s the clothing that was like 
a beating heart, bringing it all to life,” 
says the talented costume designer.
Elana Shap has an MA degree in Inter-
national Journalism from City Univer-
sity, London. She has covered a wide 
range of subjects for print and digital 
outlets in Israel and abroad including 
The Jerusalem Post, Jerusalem Report, 
The Forward and Aish.com. Food and 
fashion are her passions, and she is al-
ways on the lookout for a new trend or 
interesting find to write about. Elana 
was born in South Africa and has lived 
in Israel since 1991.

bob@gosouthnow.com

BOB 
VINIKOOR

Fort Myers REALTOR

239-258-1102

LET  ME  HELP  YOU
BUY  OR  SELL
YOUR  HOME!

Liron Cohen, costumer designer for The Beauty 
Queen of Jerusalem (photo courtesy of Liron Cohen)

Photo from The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem (photo by Nati Levi)
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A magical and mystical marsupial
By Keith Grossman

 Keith 
    Grossman

During the pandemic, I start-
ed the habit of looking at my 
phone’s photos from the same 

date in history. From that sentimental 
habit, I was recently reminded that for 
five days a year ago, we were fostering 
a non-domesticated animal against our 
will.

I am sitting on the toilet early in 
the morning. I just 
picked up a mag-
azine and started 
glancing through 
it, and I sudden-
ly sense a slight 
movement at the 
door into the bath-
room. I look over 
and I see, looking 
right at me, a baby 

possum. I say, “What the heck?” And 
the baby possum spots me at the same 
time. It looks at me and, on its face, I 
know it’s saying, “What the heck?”

I leap up. Fortunately, I had not yet 
done any business. As I rise, the pos-
sum quickly scurries to a corner of the 
bathroom. I am able to exit the bath-
room without incident. The possum is 
crouching in the corner. I can’t tell if 
it is fear or hunger in its eyes. I close 
the door quickly, thinking I have him 
trapped.

I sit down in the den and begin re-
searching on my phone how to remove 
a possum from the house. I suddenly 

realize I am not alone. I look up and the 
possum has rejoined me. How did that 
possum get out of the bathroom? This 
is a magical and mystical marsupial.

We are at a standstill. We are each 
claiming a piece of the house as our 
own. He dashes off to an unseen crev-
ice. As expected, he is playing possum.

But we’re not the only ones. A 
distressed woman in New Zealand 
contacted the police claiming she was 
being held hostage by a possum. Ev-
ery time she tried to leave her home, 
the possum charged at her, forcing her 
to remain in the home. Senior Ser-
geant Craig Dinnissen said, “When she 
would exit her house and attempt to 
reach her car, the possum would charge 
at her, and she would flee inside.”

We can’t let our situation deterio-
rate to that. I need to find a professional 
trapper.

Our hero is a young man, tall 
and confident. He is wearing a sweat-
stained company shirt and military 
trousers. His boots tromp through our 
home and attic. He barks out sugges-
tions: “The critter might have entered 
the house there; we need to block it 
off.”

He then puts out the welcome wag-
on – a cage to trap the possum. We just 
need that rascally rascal to take the 
bait.

Like Bill Murray, we wait patiently 
for the possum to make another appear-

ance. “You can hear the clock ticking, 
possum. Your time is up. You will go 
back to skulking in the darkness of the 
night, eating out of dumpsters. Your 
time as a domestic pet is over. You will 
be a rodent once again.”

The possum then makes another 
appearance. I hear a tiny little sound, 
a call that used to be from the wild, 
but is now our new household pet. The 
possum has his face buried in our dog’s 
bowl, aggressively chomping the pel-
lets. Upon my approach, he scampers 
off once again.

This time, I see where he hides. 
The magical marsupial finally paints 
himself into a corner. Our hero arrives 
with gloves and a locked box. He whis-
pers possum and reaches into the cor-
ner, grabbing our marsupial by the tail.

We are no longer housing this ro-
dent who snuck into our home in the 
shadows. We are no longer held cap-
tive. And this unwelcome guest is back 
in the wild, telling tales around a camp-
fire to the other creatures of the night. 
B’Shalom and Marsupial Tov, our little 
furry friend.
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Netflix for the holidays
By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President

I’m glad our kids can experience 
scrolling through Netflix sugges-
tions when we’re trying to find a 

movie for the family to watch. It gives 
them a taste of 
what it was like 
to go to a video 
store in the ’80s. 
A task that seems 
like it should take 
no more than 10 
minutes winds up 
taking an hour, 
and nobody is tru-
ly satisfied.

Anyway, we were scrolling through 
Netflix the other day, and its algorithm 
must have figured out we were Jewish 
because we got a whole list of High 
Holiday films. Here’s a breakdown:
Rosh Ha-Sauna, 2020, PG, 1h8m
When the air conditioning breaks right 
before High Holiday services, a Flor-
ida congregation turns to the Shabbos 
goy, Tommy MacGyver, to engineer a 
solution using only a paper clip, chew-
ing gum and a set of tefillin.
Row Shoshana! 2017, PG-13, 1h 36m
Hannah, the newly elected team captain 
of the Harvard women’s crew team, is 
forced to make a difficult choice when 
the big regatta is scheduled during the 
Jewish High Holidays.
Tekiah Mocking Bird, 1962, PG, 
1h36m
Mitchell, the public defender and sho-
far blower in a small Alabama town, 
defends a man falsely accused of kill-
ing a neighbor’s obnoxious parrot. Le-
gal ⚬ Drama ⚬ Birds
Rosh HaShania Twain, 2014, PG 
1h18m
An international musical icon’s tour 
bus is stranded during a blizzard in 
a shtetl outside Calgary. The local 
townspeople show Ms. Twain how 
they celebrate the new year. Charming 
⚬ Comedy ⚬ Small Town

Home Kippur, 2022, 10 episodes
Remodeling specialist Ben and his 
team perform home makeovers for 
Jewish families in this 10-episode real-
ity series. As a twist, none of the crew 
is allowed to eat until the project is 
done. 
Russia-shana 
This show has been removed from 
your queue.
Rosh Ha-shoulda, 2022, PG-13, 
1h36m
Filled with regret of roads not taken, 
a newly retired businessman uses the 
Days of Awe to plot a new course in 
life. Uplifting ⚬ Inspirational ⚬ Spiri-
tual
L’Shanah Tuba, 2013, PG-13, 1h8m
The Klezmatics, a Jewish folk music 
band, lose their tuba player just a few 
weeks before the biggest concert of the 
year. Where can they find a suitable re-
placement? Humorous ⚬ Light-hearted 
⚬ Music
Rosh Ha Sha Na Na, 1978, 54m
Fifties’ revival band Sha Na Na hosts 
a variety show special celebrating the 
Jewish holidays. Special guest appear-
ances by Sid Caesar, Soupy Sales and 
Chubby Checker.
Rosh Ha-shidduch, 2022, TV-MA, 
1h18m
Big city girl Rachel moves from Man-
hattan to a small town where a Yenta 
is eager to make a match with one of 
the community’s eligible young men. 
Rachel not only finds her soulmate 
but also learns the true meaning of the 
Jewish High Holidays. 

Funny thing, no one else seems to 
be able to find these on their Netflix 
feed. I’ll ask Debbie Sanford if maybe 
we can get a few of them for the Jewish 
Film Festival. 
Brian Simon is a former president of 
the Federation. His views are not nec-
essarily those of the Federation or its 
board.

 Brian 
    Simon

Source: The Jewish Experience, brandeis.edu/jewish-experience/index.html, May 13, 2022

According to the Anti-Defama-
tion League, 2021 was a low 
point in the history of Ameri-

can antisemitism.
The organization tallied 2,717 an-

tisemitic incidents for that year, the 
most since it began collecting data in 
1979.

In the newly published book An-
tisemitism on Social Media, a group of 
scholars examines how Twitter, Face-
book, TikTok and other platforms may 
be fueling this rise in the United States 
and globally.

Co-edited by Sabine von Mering, 
Director of the Center for German and 
European Studies, and Monika Hüb-
scher, a PhD candidate at the Universi-
ty of Haifa, Israel, it is the first compre-
hensive academic study of the subject.

Here are some of the book’s major 
findings and conclusions: 
Social media is helping extremist 
groups spread their message and 
recruit new members
In her chapter, the Southern Pover-
ty Law Center’s Cassie Miller writes 
that today’s right-wing movement is 
a loose, messy and decentralized con-
glomeration of groups, ideal for ex-
ploiting the loose, messy and decen-
tralized nature of social media.

When a group is banned on one 
platform, it can pop up on another plat-
form or have another group carry the 
ball forward. Miller says that when the 
extremist U.S.-based groups the Base 
and Atomwaffen Division collapsed 
in 2020, their absence “was hardly 
noticeable” on social media because  
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How social media fuels antisemitism
Source: The Jewish Experience, brandeis.edu/jewish-experience/index.html, May 13, 2022

According to the Anti-Defama-
tion League, 2021 was a low 
point in the history of Ameri-

can antisemitism.
The organization tallied 2,717 an-

tisemitic incidents for that year, the 
most since it began collecting data in 
1979.

In the newly published book An-
tisemitism on Social Media, a group of 
scholars examines how Twitter, Face-
book, TikTok and other platforms may 
be fueling this rise in the United States 
and globally.

Co-edited by Sabine von Mering, 
Director of the Center for German and 
European Studies, and Monika Hüb-
scher, a PhD candidate at the Universi-
ty of Haifa, Israel, it is the first compre-
hensive academic study of the subject.

Here are some of the book’s major 
findings and conclusions: 
Social media is helping extremist 
groups spread their message and 
recruit new members
In her chapter, the Southern Pover-
ty Law Center’s Cassie Miller writes 
that today’s right-wing movement is 
a loose, messy and decentralized con-
glomeration of groups, ideal for ex-
ploiting the loose, messy and decen-
tralized nature of social media.

When a group is banned on one 
platform, it can pop up on another plat-
form or have another group carry the 
ball forward. Miller says that when the 
extremist U.S.-based groups the Base 
and Atomwaffen Division collapsed 
in 2020, their absence “was hardly 
noticeable” on social media because  

other groups immediately filled in. 
Miller traces how beginning in the 

early 2010s, members of antisemitic 
groups began a campaign on social me-
dia using the message, “read siege,” a 
reference to a violently antisemitic text 
written by neo-Nazi James Mason in 
the 1980s.

Because the meme was coded, it 
wasn’t flagged as hate speech by the 
social media platforms, and it spread 
widely. Eventually, a Twitter user who 
went by the handle @ReidSeej fooled 
the celebrity gossip columnist Perez 
Hilton into saying “read siege” in a 
Christmas video. 

“Social media platforms, unwit-
tingly or not, have facilitated” anti- 
semitism, Miller writes, “and are, there- 
fore, implicated in the violence that 
emanates from it.”

However, it’s important to point 
out that antisemitic content represents 
a tiny fraction of the traffic on social 
media. In his chapter in the book, Mi-
chael Bossetta, a researcher at Swe-
den’s Lund University, says most stud-
ies find that antisemitic content makes 
up well under one percent of the total 
number of posts worldwide. In one ma-
jor survey, it was as little as 0.00015 
percent.

“The bulk of evidence points to 
antisemitic content being much less 
visible on social media than commonly 
perceived,” Bossetta concludes.
QAnon traffics in antisemitic tropes
The QAnon movement, which has 
used social media to move from the 
fringes to the political mainstream, 

would seem mostly focused on spread-
ing conspiracy theories about Donald 
Trump and the Democratic Party. 

But Armin Langer, a PhD student 
at Germany’s Humboldt Universi-
ty, argues in the book that even if the 
movement doesn’t truck explicitly in 
antisemitism, its conspiracy theories 
still draw on historically antisemitic 
lore and themes. 

Take the idea of the deep state. 
Langer traces its origins back to the 
late 18th century when the Prussian Lu-
theran pastor Johann Heinrich Schulz 
accused Jews of walling themselves off 
from the larger societies in which they 
lived to form a “state within a state” 
(“Staat im Staate”), governed by its 
own religious laws.

In the infamous antisemitic tract, 
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, the 
idea of a Jewish “state within a state” 
goes hand-in-hand with the concept of 
a Jewish world conspiracy. “Both these 
theories promote the idea of the exis-
tence of a secretive group that works 
according to their own rules, separately 
from the majority,” Langer writes.

Langer sees a parallel between 
QAnon’s obsession with the Jewish 
financier and philanthropist George 
Soros and past antisemitic conspiracy 
theories about the power of the Jewish 
banking family, the Rothschilds.

He also says that QAnon’s focus 
on pedophilia and sex abuse has roots 
in the blood libel, the long-held belief 
that Jews ritually sacrifice Christian 
children at Passover to obtain their 
blood for matzah.

Langer says QAnon’s adherents 
use “antisemitic dog-whistle politics,” 
referencing “people, terms and narra-
tives that may appear vague and harm-
less without context, but which signal a 
form of antisemitic hate speech.”
TikTok exposes children 
to antisemitism
“TikTok has become a magnet and a 
hotbed for violent and extremist con-
tent,” Israeli researchers Gabriel Wei-
mann and Natalie Masri write in their 
chapter. This is particularly alarming, 
they point out, because of the plat-
form’s huge popularity with tweens 
and teenagers. 

Weimann and Masri analyzed Tik-
Tok’s content between February and 
May of 2020 and 2021. They found 
a 41 percent increase in antisemitic 
posts, a 912 percent increase in antise-
mitic comments and a 1,375 percent 
increase in antisemitic usernames. 

Though the increases are large, 
the actual amount of content remains 
minuscule when compared to the total 
amount of material on the platform.

But TikTok’s huge user base – over 
one billion – means that even one post 
can reach a huge audience. An antise-
mitic song about Jewish people being 
killed in Auschwitz, for example, was 
accessed more than six million times 
worldwide. 

Weimann and Masri are especially 
troubled that TikTok had announced a 
crackdown on hate speech in October 
2020, yet their findings showed that 
antisemitic material was still being 
posted.
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COMMENTARY BRIEFS
LESSONS FROM A SHORT 
WAR IN GAZA
After the three-day war between 
U.S.-designated terrorist group Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) and Israel, 
we learn that the fate of “Palestine” is 
in the hands of the most extreme ele-
ments in Palestinian politics. Hamas, 
the terror group that controls Gaza, has 
been hard put to govern; its populari-
ty has shrunk as the group has failed 
to deliver any tangible improvements. 
Hamas blames the Jews; Hamas’ sub-
jects are quietly unsure whether the 
Jews are to blame, or just Hamas. They 
don’t dare say so.

Palestinian Islamic Jihad has been 
behind a continual stream of killings in 
recent years, and its sponsors in Iran 
have been pleased. As a result, the Is-
raeli government decided to take out 
PIJ’s top two leaders. Tehran’s efforts 
to elevate PIJ should not go unnoticed 
in Washington. Iran is not interested in 
the fate of Palestine; it is interested in 
the eradication of Israel. That’s why 
concentrating only on nuclear Iran, and 
not on terrorist Iran, missile-proliferat-
ing Iran, human rights-denying Iran, is 
a mistake.

Here’s the bottom line: It won’t 
matter how much land Israel gives up, 
because Palestinian maximalists own 
the decision-making, and they and their 
sponsors’ goal is the destruction of Is-
rael. (Danielle Pletka, senior fellow in 
foreign and defense policy studies at 
American Enterprise Institute)

CRINGEWORTHY 
HEADLINES FROM 
ISRAEL’S BATTLE  
AGAINST PALESTINIAN 
ISLAMIC JIHAD
During the fighting in Gaza, when Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad fired 1,100 rock-
ets at Israeli civilians, several interna-
tional media headlines displayed a bias 
against Israel exercising a fundamental 
right to defend itself.

An ABC News story was titled: 
“Israel strikes what it calls terrorist 
targets.” Yet the sites struck by Isra-
el weren’t alleged terrorist targets but 
were based on credible intelligence on 
PIJ members and infrastructure.

The Washington Post headline, 
“Israel cheers its wins, Gaza mourns 

The Days of Awe

 Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

continued on next page 
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Jewish trade secrets
Would you love to know 

the market’s secrets – 
when you can make 

more with less effort because you 
are ahead of the game?

Jewish mysti-
cism shares Jew-
ish trade secrets of 
the Jewish month 
of Elul – the last 
month of the Jew-
ish year which 
starts August 28 
this year.

The High Hol-
idays are well known and popular, 
but a little less known is the special-
ty of what comes first. 

The High Holidays take effort. 
We are in shul for hours, dressed 
in our finest, taking off from work, 
etc. Elul is that time when we can 
connect and cash in with much less 
effort. 

They say life is all about who 
you know; business is all about 
networking. It’s handy to have per-
sonal connections to those who are 

big stakeholders. Sometimes we get 
tipped off that a key person is going 
to be at a local event or somewhere 
else nearby. It’s an opportunity you 
can’t miss. 

Elul is that time when Hashem 
is readily available, like when the 
king travels on a journey and peo-
ple can go out to meet him in the 
fields.

Thankfully, G-d doesn’t travel 
with a heavy motorcade and anyone 
who wants can speak to him. All 
that’s needed is our desire to con-
nect and renew our commitment to 
him for the future. 

There are just 29 days of this 
special month this year, from Au-
gust 28 until September 25, the day 
before Rosh Hashanah. 

Let’s take advantage of this 
special time and be ahead of the 
game when Rosh Hashanah comes 
around. 
Rabbi Mendel Gordon is the Direc-
tor of Chabad at FGCU, serving 
Jewish students in Southwest Flor-
ida schools.

 Rabbi 
    Mendel
    Gordon

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Ted Epstein, 
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How social media fuels antisemitism...continued from previous page 
Jews in their 20s and 30s  
struggle with antisemitic  
attacks on social media
For young Jewish adults, the fear of be-
ing the target of an antisemitic attack 
on social media is omnipresent.

In his chapter, German social scien-
tist Quint Czymmek cites a 2019 study 
that found that young European Jews 
(ages 16-34) were more likely to have 
experienced antisemitic harassment or 
violence than older Jews and that these 
younger Jews said the internet and so-
cial media was where antisemitism is 
most problematic today. 

In-depth interviews Czymmek 
conducted with three young German 
Jewish adults revealed that being on 
the receiving end of an antisemitic 
social media post produced a sense 
of “loss of control,” “unawareness of 
what would happen next” and despair 
over “the silence of other users.”

The interviewees all said they had 
witnessed a substantial amount of an-
tisemitism on social media, and it typ-
ically took the form of anti-Israel in-
vective.

One of the study’s participants de-
cided to keep his Jewish identity on 
social media hidden. “This anonymi-
ty protects me very much,” he said. It 
“keeps the hate at bay.”

But another participant said she 
found the connections she forged with 
other Jews on social media supportive 
and vital in facing the threat of an-
tisemitism. “I have all this solidarity 
and this love, and this is so wonderful,” 

she told Czymmek.
All the participants felt they could 

not turn to outsiders for help with an-
tisemitism. “There is a strong feeling 
that real support would only come 
from the Jewish community,” Czym-
mek wrote. 
Don’t engage with antisemites 
on social media
According to Brandeis University’s 
Sabine von Mering, you shouldn’t re-
spond, share, repost or engage with the 
material in any way.

Social media’s algorithms reward 
content that elicits user responses, even 
if those responses are negative. Even 
if you denounce an antisemitic post 
or call out the person who published 
it, you increase the likelihood that the 
content will be promoted on the plat-
form.

Most platforms now have methods 
for reporting hate speech. Use those, 
von Mering said in an interview.

She also suggests finding ways 
to show empathy and solidarity with 
those who are being attacked, for ex-
ample, by declaring your solidarity 
with them on your own page. Solidar-
ity with victims of hate speech is very 
important, she said.

If you are a victim of antisemitism, 
it’s perfectly fine to seek support and 
comfort from your network on social 
media. Just don’t share the post in 
which you were attacked, von Mering 
said. Instead, create a new post, alert-
ing your friends and family.
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The Days of Awe
During the Days of Awe (the 10-

day period between Rosh Ha-
shanah, the Jewish New Year, 

and Yom Kippur, the Day of Atone-
ment), serious Jews strip away the ve-

neer of our righteous-
ness and prepare for 
God’s scrutiny. It 
is the culmination 
of an intense peri-
od of introspection 
and self-reflection in 
which we examine 
who we have been 
with an eye toward 
who we want to be. 

During the Days of Awe, we humbly 
acknowledge our shortcomings and re-
solve to improve in the year ahead.

Although the language of the 
prayers clearly addresses our relation-
ship to God, the significance of this pe-
riod does not diminish for those Jews 
who find themselves unable to relate to 
God in a personal sense. The process 
of self-examination, contrition and re-
solve can be as therapeutically valid 
for the atheist as for the Orthodox Jew, 
and everyone whose religious beliefs 
fall somewhere in between.

When Jews seek forgiveness for 
the shortcomings and wrongful acts, 
we do not ask for supernatural abso-
lution for shortcoming inherent in our 
nature. The Hebrew word for “sin” 
(chet) connotes an action that we re-
gret but which is within our power to 
correct. The Days of Awe provide us 
with a special opportunity – although 
certainly we should try to be aware of 
the impact of our actions all the time 
– to ponder, reconsider and adjust our 
behavior in a positive direction.

Yom Kippur arrives 10 days after 
Rosh Hashanah. On it we observe a 
complete fast and spend the entire day 
in prayer and meditation. 

It is important to note that no one 
should fast if doing so would cause a 
medical hardship. Such people are not 
only permitted to eat, they are com-
manded to do so.

One of the wonderful innovations 
of modern Jewish life is that many 
synagogues conduct massive food 
drives. We bring the food from which 
we abstain – and then some – to the 
synagogue to distribute to local food 
banks. What better way to enhance a 
venerable Yom Kippur tradition than to 
donate the food from which we abstain 
voluntarily to those whose “fast” is not 
voluntary at all?

Jewish tradition acknowledges that 
attaining the humility, contrition and re-
solve necessary for sincere repentance 
is no easy task. The Talmud accords the 
highest praise to one who successfully 
turns from his or her misdeeds, stating, 
“Where repentant sinners stand, even 
the thoroughly righteous cannot stand. 
Maimonides commented that the re-
ward for penitents is so great because 
they must exert even greater effort than 
the thoroughly righteous to avoid go-
ing astray.

In the eyes of the Sages, God is 
well aware of the difficulties of repen-
tance and is eager to do everything pos-
sible to help us return to the right path. 
In one parable, the rabbis liken God to 
a parent whose son was a distance of 
100 days from home. His friends ad-
vise him to return to his parents. He 
answered, “I cannot; I do not have the 
strength.”

His father sent him a message 
saying, “Come as far as you are able, 
and I will come the rest of the way to  
you.”

The story suggests that atonement 
during the Days of Awe is neither an 
act of God’s grace nor the result of hu-
manity’s unilateral struggle. It is rather 
the wonderful product of a Covenantal 
partnership which allows those who 
take the process seriously to enter the 
New Year feeling cleansed and re-
newed.

May the coming New Year be one 
of health and blessings for all of us!
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on San-
ibel Island.

 Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

It’s never too late  
to apologize
As we approach Rosh Hasha-

na, we begin thinking about 
a clean slate, a fresh start for 

the coming year. The key component in 
this spiritual exercise is making amends 

and apologizing to 
those whom we may 
have wronged or hurt 
during the past year. 
Making amends of-
ten requires a tre-
mendous amount of 
humility when the 
act of apologizing 
involves saying “I’m 
sorry” to someone, 

even if you believe you’re “right” and 
they’re “wrong.” It’s not easy to stay 
positive when facing negative situa-
tions or people. 

Jewish wisdom guides us to al-
ways give other people the benefit 
of the doubt. Hillel said, don’t judge 
a person until you’ve stood in their 
place. In other words, be sensitive to 
what’s going on in their life, family, 
marriage or job that might be causing 
them to express themselves negatively. 
Maybe what they need is more chesed, 
kindness, and more rachmanus, under-
standing and compassion, rather than 
to be judged or viewed unfavorably. 
Looking at others with a little more 
sensitivity may completely change the 
way in which we view them. If we look 
for the best in others, it’s easier for us 
to stay on a positive track.

For some, making amends to others 

is not an easy thing to do, but it may 
be even harder to say “I’m sorry” to 
ourselves. As we approach 5783, let’s 
be open to the possibility that we may 
have wronged ourselves and been our 
own worst enemies, held ourselves 
back from making progress and living 
up to our full potential. 

This year let’s think a little more 
about the sins we can commit against 
ourselves with negativity, envy, arro-
gance, fear and doubt. 

Every year, we’re given the op-
portunity to return to our more G-dly 
selves with the realization that we were 
created to have happiness, joy and suc-
cess in all we do. We have the choice 
to say, “I can’t do it, I can’t be it, I’m 
afraid to fail,” or we can say, “I can 
do it, be it, it’s never too late and any-
thing’s possible.”

Our thoughts and our behaviors are 
very closely linked. There’s a Yiddish 
proverb that teaches us, “Tracht gut, 
vet zain gut,” “think good and it will 
be good.”

Change is possible for us all at 
any stage of life. This year may we 
find healing in all our relationships 
and healing within our own hearts as 
we say “I’m sorry” to others and “I’m 
sorry” to ourselves. May the year 5783 
inspire us to be nothing less than the 
absolute highest and best possible 
version of ourselves! Shanah Tova  
U’metuka.
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.

 Rabbi 
    Lawrence
    Dermer

Commentary Briefs...continued from previous page 
its dead as cease-fire holds,” depicts 
Israel as a warlike country that enjoys 
inflicting harm. Someone just reading 
the headline would never know that Is-
rael’s Iron Dome missile defense sys-
tem shot down 300 rockets launched 
by Palestinian Islamic Jihad, saving 
many thousands of lives. (Gidon Ben-
Zvi, Honest Reporting)

MEDIA PUT ANTI-ISRAEL 
SPIN ON GAZA FIGHTING
Israeli communities near Gaza had 
been locked down since August 2 as 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad prepared to 
fire anti-tank missiles at Israelis near 
the border, when Israel launched a pre-
emptive strike against PIJ terrorists on 
August 5.

Many media outlets put their usual 
anti-Israel spin on the story. The Asso-
ciated Press ran a headline reading, “Is-
raeli strikes on Gaza kill 10, including 
senior militant.” The word “terrorism” 
is not mentioned once in the story. AP 

uses the euphemistic term “militants” 
to describe Islamic Jihad, also omitting 
the word “Palestinian” from the name. 
The AP also refers to Hamas, the ter-
rorist group that runs Gaza, as “mili-
tant,” although both groups are desig-
nated as terrorist groups by the U.S. 
government.

The New York Times ran a head-
line that omitted any mention of Pal-
estinian rockets, saying, “Israel Strikes 
Gaza as Tensions Rise.” The article 
mentions the rockets in the second 
sentence of the subheading, saying, 
“Militants responded with a volley of 
rockets into Israel.” The Times makes 
the 1,100-rocket barrage launched at 
Israeli civilians sound like a game. 
The fact that the media routinely view  
Israel’s conflict with its terrorist neigh-
bors through a lens that finds a moral 
equivalence between both sides is not 
only bad journalism, it’s morally re-
pugnant. (Jack Wolfsohn, National Re-
view)

How social media fuels antisemitism...continued from previous page 
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Reform Judaism  
and Tisha B’Av
The traditional liturgy for the ser-

vice for the Eve of Tisha B’Av is 
the normal evening service with 

the reading of the Book of Lamenta-
tions and a series of kinot (elegies) in-
serted between the Amidah and Aleinu. 

The kinot began to 
be written sometime 
between the 7th and 
10th centuries and 
have continued until 
modern times. They 
are often arranged in 
alphabetic form, in a 
variety of guises.

Originally relat-
ing to the destruction 

of the two Temples, they have been ex-
panded to include references to other 
tragedies that took place on Tisha B’Av: 
spies returning from 40 days in Israel 
with evil reports of the Land of Israel; 
Jewish people cry in despair, giving up 
hope of entering the Land of Israel; the 
first Crusade declared by Pope Urban 
II with 10,000 Jews killed in the first 
month; the Crusades brought death 
and destruction to thousands of Jews, 
totally obliterating many communities 
in Rhineland and France; Expulsion 
of Jews from England, accompanied 
by pogroms and confiscation of books 
and property; and the deadly bombing 
of the building of the AMIA (the Jew-
ish community center in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina), which killed 86 people and 
wounded some 300 others.

There are many others. Kinot tend 
to be rather long and very gloomy, in 
keeping with the day.

While keeping to a similar struc-
ture, the service was to include a his-
torical perspective, less poetic but 
more chronological. It utilizes material 

from a variety of sources, ancient and 
modern, from traditional Jewish texts 
and secular documents.

Yet, holding a service for Tisha 
B’Av inevitably must raise questions: 
Why do we need to commemorate the 
destruction of the Temples?

Surely from the viewpoint of a Re-
form congregation we are not looking 
for the Temple to be rebuilt. And if it 
was because we also lost the land, well 
has it not now been recovered?

For a long time, Tisha B’Av was not 
part of the Reform Movement’s calendar 
for these very reasons. But the emphasis 
on the Temple has, in more recent times, 
been superseded by a growing aware-
ness of the need to remember the other 
events of oppression and persecution 
that befell our people at this time of 
the year. This was partially brought 
about by the Shoah, which rightly has 
a separate day when we commemorate 
the victims of the Nazi Holocaust, but 
which highlighted the need for earlier 
catastrophes not to be forgotten.

There has also been a general move 
toward tradition, while probably not 
increasing observance of the laws and 
customs applicable to the day, i.e., fast-
ing, chanting Eicha (Lamentations), 
sitting on the floor, and the three-week 
period leading up to it, has generated a 
greater knowledge of Tisha B’Av. 

So it is that we feel that a short pe-
riod of prayer and reflection will not 
only serve to remind us of our tragic 
past, but also will create within us the 
will to work toward a world in which 
all nations can live together in peace 
and justice, thereby fulfilling the prom-
ises of our ancient prophets.
Cantor Barry Butensky serves at Tem-
ple Beth Shalom in Cape Coral.

 Cantor
    Barry
    Butensky
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*Naomi Bloom 
Stephen & Deborah Brown 
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Lisa Turnquist  
Arnold Vollmer 
Karen Whitman 
Judith Yevick 

*A challenge donation made by Naomi Bloom, to our 
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Difference  
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The presence of God in our sanctuaries

 Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

I visit synagogues when I travel. I 
look at architecture and design, but 
mostly I pay attention to the “syna-

gogue experience.” My best synagogue 
experience was in Frankfurt, Germany, 

in 2017. The syna-
gogue, rebuilt after 
the war, has a subtle 
beauty to it. The back 
of the pulpit was a 
wall of hexagons that 
were white on the 
bottom shading into 
a darker blue as they 
rose to the top. The 
windows also had 

Stars of David in them but the lines 
running through them were uneven, 
reminiscent of barbed wire. 

The best part of my time there was 
what happened after the service. The 
congregation had a catered sit-down 
lunch and I, not having a reservation 
and not speaking German, was slipping 
out the door. But the gabbai came up to 
me and said, “Are you not staying for 
lunch?” I explained that I was a guest 
and did not speak German.” He said, 

“I’ll sit with you. Please join us.” And 
he told me the story of the congrega-
tion: people who returned after the war, 
international businesspeople and Rus-
sian immigrants. Seventy-two years 
after the war, this congregation was 
celebrating life, mostly with its warm 
hospitality. 

This past summer, my wife Leni 
and I were in Asheville, North Car-
olina, and I called the Conservative 
synagogue to learn about any Covid 
protocols. (Masks were optional.) The 
woman with whom I spoke ended our 
conversation with, “Please join us 
for lunch.” I said I wasn’t sure of our 
plans, but she persisted, “We’d really 
love to have you.” Leni and I stayed 
and had great conversation with the  
members. 

Ezekiel 11:16 reads, “I have re-
moved them far among the nations and 
scattered them among the lands, yet 
I will be to them as a little sanctuary 
(miqdash m’at) in the countries where 
they shall come.” The prophet seems to 
be saying that God’s presence is itself 
the miqdash m’at, the little sanctuary. 

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

But the rabbis understood that it was 
our role to create that feeling of God’s 
presence, not only, but especially, in 
our houses of worship. We bring in 
God’s presence with our warmth and 
hospitality.

The Yu Aw Synagogue in Herat, 
Afghanistan, still stands though it is 
empty of Jews and has fallen into dis-
repair. But in the 1930s there was a 
vibrant congregation there. And there 
was a candy man, a member who hand-
ed out candy to all the children who ran 
through the aisles. 

My son, who lived in Tel Aviv for 
many years, was not very religious. 
But he brought his children on Shab-
bat mornings to a synagogue where 
a member came to the service with a 
pocket full of candies for the children. 
My grandchildren made a beeline to 
him as soon as they arrived (usually 

during the Torah reading). I believe it 
will be the candy man who will leave 
my grandchildren with a warm feeling 
for the synagogue.

The movement of regathering, after 
the last years of isolation and then cau-
tion, continues. I believe that gathering 
is an essential Jewish experience. My 
congregation will continue to broad-
cast its services for those who wish to 
daven at home, but I hope most people 
will choose to return to our sanctuary. 
More important than the rabbi (me), 
we will have a candy man – literally 
and figuratively – someone who hands 
out warmth with treats and words of 
welcome. This is how we will rebuild 
our miqdashim m’atim, the presence of 
God in our sanctuaries. 
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

EXPERIENCE OUR HIGHLY CURATED SELECTION OF
THE FINEST CHEESE, CHARCUTERIE, WINE,

CRAFT BEER AND GOURMET FOODS

Enjoy wine on premises  
at regular retail with no  

additional markup
Family owned and operated

Reserve our store for
private parties

WE HAVE KOSHER WINES
DINE IN • TAKE OUT

13251 McGREGOR BLVD, #108
FORT MYERS

next to The Melting Pot

239-313-6001
www.goldenrind.com

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS
WEDDINGS

BIRTHDAYS  • BRIS
ANNIVERSARIES

Stay connected all month long at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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“God is where  
we let God in”

 Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

The month before Rosh Hashanah 
involves a mystical High Holy 
Day ritual, the reciting of Psalm 

27 twice a day. The Psalmist cries out, 
“One thing do I ask of Adonai, how I 
long for it, that I may live in the House 

of Adonai all the 
days of my life, that 
I may look upon the 
sweetness of Adonai, 
and spend time in 
the Palace.” (Psalm 
27:4) 

But where is 
God’s house? At a 
time when many join 
for worship from 

the comfort of home, we recognize 
that God is not confined to the sanc-
tuary; God has never been confined 
to a place. Even when King Solomon 
was dedicating the First Temple in 
Jerusalem, he said, “Behold the high-
est heavens cannot contain You; How 
much less this House that I have built.” 
(I Kings 8:27) Our tradition imagines 
God following us, wherever we dwell, 
God is there. 

So let us imagine God as standing 
by our doorway, knocking on the front 
door, waiting to be invited in. How the 
Psalmist longs to let God in, to host 
God in their heart and their home. But 
when we host God, we are not passive, 
sitting and waiting. The Hebrew word 
used for dwell or live in, shivti, shares 

a root with the word t’shuvah, return. 
Creating space for God’s presence 

shifts the way we interact with every-
one in our home, from those present 
physically to those on the phone to 
those in our hearts. Elijah de Vidas, a 
mystical rabbi in Sfat, wrote: the Shek-
hinah, meaning God’s presence, does 
not reside except in a heart which is 
contrite.... A person must prepare a 
lovely dwelling place in his heart for 
the Shekhinah.

This means that an individual has 
to act humbly and avoid losing his tem-
per. For when he behaves in an arrogant 
manner, the Shekhinah takes flight. In 
other words, when God witnesses a 
sharp tongue, rude words or anger, God 
quietly gathers her coat and slips out 
the door. She is grieved. Shivti b’beit 
Adonai, dwelling in the House of God, 
means turning to God, again and again, 
staying aware of God’s presence, and 
creating a home, an atmosphere, that is 
worthy of the Divine. 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotsk 
once asked his followers where God 
was. “Everywhere of course,” they 
retorted, shocked that their teacher 
should even pose so elementary a ques-
tion. “No,” he replied, “God is where 
we let God in.” As we approach the 
High Holy Days, let us let God into our 
hearts and into our homes.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.
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For whom the shofar blows 
– a Rosh Hashanah thought
Rosh Hashanah is distinguished 

by the ceremony of sounding 
the shofar. There is no other 

ritual quite like it in any of the reli-
gions of the world. Why is the shofar 
used? Some say it is because the shofar 

was used to summon 
people to worship or 
to sound an alarm. 
Others maintain it is 
a memory of Mount 
Sinai because the 
shofar was sound-
ed when the Torah 
was given. There is 
another opinion that 
the shofar is sounded 

because a shofar will be blown before 
the coming of the messiah. The ac-
cepted explanation is that shofar and 
trumpet were used for the coronation 
of kings. On Rosh Hashanah, God is 
acknowledged as King of the universe 
and, therefore, it is appropriate to use 
the shofar. 

The rules of the shofar itself are 
interesting. It must be simple and un-
adorned, for so should be our prayers. 
The shofar must be curved like a per-

son bowed in prayer. The horn of a 
goat, sheep or antelope may be used 
for a shofar but not the horn of a cow. 
That is because the cow reminds us of 
the Golden Calf. 

During the centuries, many secret 
formulas were devised for the prayer 
that precedes the sounding of the sho-
far. It is told that a Rabbi Zev was to 
sound the shofar in the presence of the 
Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Hasi-
dism. Just prior to doing this, he looked 
for his piece of paper with the secret 
formula that he was going to use and to 
his dismay he had lost it. So, before the 
sounding of the shofar, he said to the 
Baal Shem Tov, “I am sorry, I hope you 
will forgive me.” And the Baal Shem 
Tov answered, “That is truly the secret 
formula of the payer for the shofar rit-
ual – to be moved to say to God and 
humankind, ‘Sorry, I hope you will for-
give me.’” 

“The principal task of the shofar is 
to arouse spiritual awe in the hearts of 
those who respond to it.”
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.

 Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

Rosh Hashanah: The King 
of the World is available
A king gave an open invitation to 

all his countrymen to visit him, 
telling everyone that they could 

come into the throne room to speak to 
him until noon. He also put out his pal-
ace treasures for display. Some of the 

countrymen paused 
to gaze at the weap-
onry. They became 
so absorbed that they 
did not see that time 
was passing. Others 
became fascinated 
by the jewels and fo-
cused their attention 
on them. Still others 
stopped to take in 

the beauty of the gardens and the trees, 
the artwork and sculptures. Each of the 
subjects found something in the palace 
that interested him and, indeed, mes-
merized him so much that he forgot 
about the king.

Among the subjects was a simple 
farmer. He did not understand weapon-
ry, jewels or gardens. But he was ex-

cited for the simplest reason: he had a 
chance to see the king. He did not stop 
to marvel at any of the king’s posses-
sions. Instead, he rushed straight to the 
throne room to see the king. And when 
noon came, he was the only one of the 
subjects who had seen the king.

Rosh Hashanah is a day when G-D 
reveals His Kingship. The palace is 
open. Some seek wealth, some seek 
friendship and some seek wisdom. And 
then there are those who seek nothing 
else but the King.

Nor will seeking the King cause 
one to lose out on the other periphery 
matters. Think for a second, when one 
comes face to face with the King, isn’t 
it logical to assume that the King will 
provide him or her with everything 
they need?

Happy New Year. Enjoy your Pri-
vate meeting with G-D.
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves at 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Flor-
ida.

 Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

Stay in touch throughout the month. 
Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information 
on upcoming community 
events and cultural activities, 
breaking news, updates from 
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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Chabad at FGCU update
By Rabbi Mendel Gordon

We have had an amazing sum-
mer at Chabad. Although 
school quiets down over 

summer, Chabad never stops. Students 
continued to enjoy Shabbat dinners 
and other events at Chabad. 

We also had incredible Zoom 
classes that students were able to join 
from home or wherever they were. We 
covered Jewish secrets to success, a 
sneak preview into Talmudic learning 
and a tour of the Beis Hamikdash, the 
holy Temple in Jerusalem, may it be 
soon rebuilt. 

A big thank you to all 122 friends 
who joined our summer raffle, help-
ing to support Jewish student life at 
FGCU. Thanks to you, students can 
have Shabbats, holidays, learning op-

portunities and a place to connect with 
other Jews. 

We are super excited to begin the 
new school year with a wonderful 
group of new Jewish freshmen and 
welcome them into the FGCU Jewish 
family. 

And a welcome to Israeli athlete 
Nadav Ohayon, who will be joining 
the FGCU soccer team. (FGCU has 
discovered that in addition to many 
amazing things Israel has, the country 
produces great soccer players, too!)

With the new semester upon us, we 
have an amazing set of events, holiday 
programs, trips and learning groups 
planned. If you know of any Jewish 
students coming to FGCU or at other 
schools in the area, please reach out. 

Emily Glick, Chabad at FGCU Student VP, at the Chabad table during the school’s orientation

FOCUS ON YOUTH

Marcia Can Help 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  DDeebbbbiiee  SSaannffoorrdd  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499    eexxtt..  66  oorr  ddeebbbbiieessaannffoorrdd@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg  

MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card  
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility  
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation  
and other essential services without  
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  

22001177. 

Chabad will have services for 
Rosh Hashanah on September 26 and 
27 on campus, and a big shofar-blow-
ing Rosh Hashanah express service on 
September 27. 

Chabad at FGCU services all Jew-

ish students at FGCU and other nearby 
colleges. 

For more information or to connect 
a student, contact me at 347.452.0489 
or rabbi@chabadfgcu.com, or visit our 
website at ChabadFGCU.com.
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Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

FAMILIES OF CHILDREN 6 MONTHS TO 8 YEARS QUALIFY!

RECEIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATIONRECEIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATIONRECEIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATION
WITH FREE JEWISH CHILDREN'S BOOKS

More Information, contact Debbie Sanford
(239) 481- 4449 (ext.6)

debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

Funded by: 

The Roth Family Foundation

Barbara Siegel, Mike & Marsha Kistler, 

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties

www.pjlibrary.org

J O S E P H  H O R O W I T Z

is that these programs will enhance
Jewish knowledge and identity in
preparation for participation in 
American Jewish life.1

3

2

is proud to offer the Stevan &
Marilyn Simon Family Scholarship. 
This scholarship is open to those at
least high school age who
demonstrate leadership qualities
and will be participating in a 2-week
or longer program in Israel. 
A short essay is required. 

OUR HOPE

TOP JEWISH FOUNDATION

THIS GRANT

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T  

J E W I S H F E D E R A T I O N L C C . O R G / S C H O L A R S H I P S

I S R A E L  T R A V E L  G R A N T  

is available through 
TOP Jewish Foundation of 
Lee & Charlotte Counties
and may be used for travel 
to Israel to participate in 
programs that are volunteer 
or educational in nature.

is for Jewish residents of either
county who are 25 years old or
younger and can demonstrate a
financial need. Academic standing
and community involvement may
also be considered. 

TEMPLE BETH EL SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Beth El Religious School
Allison Fego, 
Religious School Director
Temple Beth El Religious School re-
sumed in-person classes on Sunday, 
August 21 with tefilla and a Welcome 
Back Breakfast for all our students and 
families. We are utilizing the same en-
gaging Jewish curriculum that we used 
last year, ShalomLearning. 

This curriculum focuses on the 
values of Teshuvah (taking respon-
sibility for your actions), B’Tzelem 
Elohim (honoring the image of G-d in 
ourselves and others), Gevurah (using 
one’s inner strength to do what’s right), 
Achrayut (doing what you can to make 
the world a better place), Hakarat Ha-
tov (seeking joy and being grateful), 
Koach Hadibbur (understanding the 
power of words) and Shalom (helping 

to create a calmer, more 
peaceful world). 

If you are looking 
for a welcoming place to 

celebrate the High Holidays with your 
student(s), we would be happy to have 
you join us. Our students will be mak-
ing homemade jarred applesauce just 
in time for the High Holidays and will 
be fundraising by selling them at Shab-
bat services on Friday, September 23. 

Junior Congregation for Rosh Ha-
shanah will be at 10:30 a.m. on Mon-
day, September 26 (regular service 
starts at 10:00 a.m.), followed by Tash-
lich at 12:30 p.m. Junior Congregation 
for Yom Kippur will be at 10:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday, October 5 (regular ser-
vice starts at 10:00 a.m.).

We are very excited for all the 
fun things our students will be doing 
during this school year. Watch for ex-
citing pictures and news in the coming 
months. L’hitraot!

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
September     2:   7:28
September     9:   7:21
September  16:   7:13
September  23:   7:05
September  30:   6:57

FOCUS ON YOUTH
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FOCUS ON YOUTH

5783

Come make the New Year a Blast!    
14486 A & W Bulb Rd           239-433-0201           www.tjswfl.org

Kids' at

September 25

September 26

October 4

October 5

5:30 PM

 9:30 AM
ROSH HASHANAH

KOL NIDRE
6:45 PM

YOM KIPPUR
9:30 AM

EREV ROSH HASHANAH 

High
Holidays

Casual Rosh Hashanah Games
Family Service led by Tab Scribner
Aleph Bet Go Fish and more games

Casual Rosh Hashanah Games 
"Hopes for a New Year" (discussion + craft) 
"Shofar So Good" (practice w/shofarot)
Children's Service led by Tab Scribner
Snack 
Kid's Taschlich (outdoors)*
Challah Braiding (activity)
"Greetings for a New Year" (craft)

Casual Yom Kippur Games 
Family Service led by Tab Scribner
Teshuvah Texts (discussion & activity)
Love Rocks! (craft)
High Holiday Go Fish (game) 

Casual Yom Kippur Games
The Wrong Way to Nineveh (story)
Jonah and the Whale (craft)
"Al Chet"  Bullseye (discussion + activity)
Children's Service led by Tab Scribner
Snack (for those not fasting)
"Jonah and the Whale" Rehearsal
Performance of "Jonah and the Whale" 

September 18
10:30 AM

NEW YEAR FAMILY POTPOURRI

REVERSE TASHLICH*October 2
10:00 AM

A special in-school family pre-High
Holiday event. Selichot discussion &
activities, and Shofar Medic Lab.

Meet at Fort Myers Beach. Don't
forget your sunscreen and water!

For more information or to RSVP, please call
239-433-0201   

RSVP TODAY!   

October 14

5:30 PM

Outdoor Service* and Community Dinner

October 16

SUKKOT DINNER/PIZZA IN THE HUT

SIMCHAT TORAH

5:30 PM

Outdoor Service*, Children's Activities,
Community Dinner and Marshmallow
Roast*

* Weather Permitting

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
The Temple Judea Religious School 
kicked off its school year on August 21. 
As expected, it was great fun to see our 
families reconnect, and the children re-
kindle and make new friendships. It is 
amazing how much the children grow 
in the summer months, and even more 
amazing how much they remember!

Our next Tot Shabbat program will 
be on Friday, September 9 at 5:00 p.m. 
Toddlers of all ages are welcome. Our 
Kids’ High Holiday season will kick 
off on Sunday, September 18 with a 
“New Year Family Potpourri” program 
at 10:30 a.m.

The holidays will continue on Sun-
day, September 25 with kids’ activi-
ties and a family service at 5:30 p.m. 
This will be followed with a morning 
of activities and children’s services on 
Rosh Hashanah, Monday, September 

26 beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
On Sunday, October 2, 
we will participate in a 
“Reverse Tashlich” pro-

gram (please call our office for details) 
before holding our Kids’ Kol Kidre 
program on Tuesday, October 4 at 6:45 
p.m. For Yom Kippur, we will host the 
children again for activities and a chil-
dren’s service concluding with a chil-
dren’s performance of a dramatic play 
based on Jonah and the Whale.

Further into the year we host Suk-
kot and Simchat Torah family events. 

We are asking families to RSVP 
for our holiday events so that we can 
budget for supplies for the children. To 
RSVP, contact me at 239.433.0201 or 
tjswfledu@gmail.com, or scan the QR 
Code printed in our Kids’ High Holi-
days ad to the right.

We are still accepting enrollment 
registrations for our Religious School. 
Just because you missed our first day 
doesn’t mean you have to miss out. For 
more information about our Religious 
School, Tot Shabbat, High Holidays or 
other programming, please contact me.

 

Results of  
a recent  
national     
survey of 

25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
making a     

difference in the 
lives of families 
raising Jewish 

children.. 

The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

High School Students:  
Earn CAS Credits!

For a continuously updated  
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
A new year of Jewish history 
in Southwest Florida
Marina Berkovich
Southwest Florida is always chang-
ing. If you’ve lived here for more than 
just a few years, you already know it. 
Nothing stays the same. The culture 
is changing and the legacy of accom-
plishments and achievements often 
gets buried under the proverbial tomb-
stone of history.

Our loyal members and supporters 
know that our work includes The Soci-
ety’s original production, a documenta-
ry series, Southwest Florida Jewish Pi-
oneers. A film that was delayed by our 
common enemy Covid is next to be re-
leased: Jack Nortman, Box Car Giant. 
The date and time will be announced 
soon. We plan to release several new 
films in 2023, including those about 
Mitch Spaiser, the very first Jewish 
student at the Naples campus of FSW 
(formerly Edison college), and Dr. 
William Ertag, an early Naples Jewish 
physician. Register on JHSSWF.org to 
begin receiving event announcements, 
newsletters and other important infor-
mation specific to our Society. 

Many families participated in the 
foundation years of this Jewish com-
munity and we need your help to make 
sure they are duly reflected on the pages 
of our Virtual Museum of SW Florida 
Jewish History. You can already read 
about some of them in the Eyewitness 
Stories pages of JHSSWF.org and we 
encourage you to contribute your fam-
ily’s story and photos. Submit items to 
office@jhsswf.org and they will be re-
viewed and added as we progress. Ap-
propriate credit will be given.

Some individuals are better known 
to the community at large, so our per-
spective is not new, it is historical. 
When Myra Daniels admitted being 
Jewish, many were not pleased to learn 
that. Southwest Florida was lagging 
with its “Jews are Welcome” parades, 
so let us not blame Ms. Daniels for not 
acting “openly Jewish” even though 

her Jewish grandmother 
had a lot to do with the 
very stealth of starship 
Myra.

There were many 
tributes to Ms. Daniels upon her pass-
ing. Ours will cover the entirety of her 
legacy and has a tentative production 
date of 2023. We are currently seeking 
photos and footage that you may have 
from events where Myra Daniels spoke 
about her Jewish ancestry. Appropriate 
proprietary credit will be given.

Other individuals are not as widely 
known by the community. I met Dottie 
Magen when I joined the Collier Coun-
ty board of ORT America, where she 
was very actively involved. Dottie was 
a strong character and she let me know 
it within minutes. She was direct, ex-
pected quality results and knew a lot of 
what others operating in today’s cultur-
al vacuum may call “useless informa-
tion.” Her longtime service as art do-
cent at The Phil and its successor, Artis 
Naples, opened many homes to Dottie- 
led private tours and I was lucky to be 
there for some of them. Dottie left me 
her wonderful archives of our local, 
now defunct, ORT Chapter, which we 
will include in the Virtual Museum ar-
chives. If your organization wants to be 
properly reflected on our pages, please 
submit an article and photos to be con-
sidered for inclusion.

Learn more about the incredible 
individuals and families of early Jew-
ish SWFL eyewitness stories on the 
JHSSWF.org website. 

Shana Tovah 5783 to our mem-
bers, sponsors, supporters and readers.

We count on your support: Family 
Membership $54, Individual Member-
ship $36, Student Membership $18, 
Corporate Sponsor $300. Please join 
us online by entering the appropriate 
amount or mail your check to:
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

ORGANIZATIONS

The Jewish Federation Seeks 

Volunteers 
with Foreign Language Skills. 

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to Federation Board member Robert Thomas ritritrit@hotmail.com.  
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk  

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..  

In Gratitude
FOOD PANTRY 

Barbara Gribin, Doreen Kostel, Jodi Engelman, 
Judy Litman, Roberta Parillo, Stanley Plumly,
Susan Benson, Suzanne Orkin, Tracey Seigel

 
FRIENDLY VISITORS

Barbara Sirotkin, Carolyn Gora, 
Joyce Rosinger, Lindy Smith, Shari Davis, 

Rachelle Luna, Trudy Barch 
 

LUNCH BUNCH
 Bunny Lawrence, Carolyn Gora, 
Danuta Bunciewicz, Gail Mishler, 

Helaine Glickman, Helene Glocer, Joan Decter, 
Lois Jacobson, Robyn Green, Ruth Lefberg,
Sharon Berry, Sharion Boyd, Shirley Frank 
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Don’t forget to contact us with your change  
of address to continue receiving L’CHAYIM. 

 
Send address changes to  

loriramos@jfedlcc.org 
 

Jewishfederationlcc.org 
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CHAVURAT SHALOM
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold
and Marcia Rudin
The membership of Chavurat Shalom 
of Southwest Florida wishes everyone 
a joyous New Year. Rosh Hashanah, 
literally the Head of the Year, comes 
in at the onset of the Hebrew month 
of Tishrei. This year we celebrate the 
New Year, 5783, at nightfall on Sunday 
September 25. Rosh Hashanah is cel-
ebrated for two days, and this is true 
not only in the ‘galut’ but also in Israel. 
However, for Reform Jews, the holiday 
is one day. 

On Rosh Hashanah, Jews every-
where listen for the plaintive blasts of 
the shofar, that ancient instrument stir-
ring the hearts of our ancestors after the 
Exodus from Egypt as well as our own 
hearts today. The shofar helps us to 
harken to our long-ago roots while we 
vow repentance and make resolutions. 
The shofar is the reason that the Bible 
calls Rosh Hashanah by the name, Yom 
HaTru’ah, the Day of Blasting.

Chavurat Shalom will usher in its 
New Year events with members Rabbi 
Jim and Marcia Rudin leading the an-
nual Apples and Honey celebration via 
Zoom at sundown on September 26. 
The Chavurah’s annual Memorial Ser-

vice will take place via 
Zoom at 11:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, October 2. On 
Thursday, September 22 
at 11:00 a.m., Rabbi Ru-

din will present a program via Zoom ti-
tled “Fate, Family, Fasting: Three Eter-
nal Pillars of the High Holidays.” And 
on September 29 at 11:00 a.m., Rab-
bi Daniel Schiff will speak via Zoom 
about “Making Sense of the Book of 
Jonah.”

Pope Francis has honored Rabbi 
James Rudin by choosing him to be-
come a Knight Commander of the Or-
der of Saint Gregory, a Vatican group 
founded in 1831. The Pope cited Rabbi 
Rudin’s decades of outstanding global 
leadership in Catholic-Jewish relations 
as the American Jewish Committee’s 
Interreligious Affairs Director. The 
honorary papal knighthood is be-
stowed upon those individuals – peo-
ple of all religions – who have made 
significant positive contributions to hu-
man society. Rabbi Rudin will be feted 
in a ceremony in Boston in October led 
by Cardinal Sean O’Malley, the Arch-
bishop of Boston. Mazel Tov to Rabbi 
Rudin!

Chavurat Shalom’s Friday Night 
Shabbat Service via Zoom, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m., never misses a week. We 
would be happy if you would join us. 
Email chavuratshalom@gmail.com for 
the link. 

Chavurat Shalom (Fellowship of 
Peace) is an informal group from every 
Jewish religious tradition and meets to 
worship and learn together. People of 
all faiths and localities are welcome, 
including visitors and guests. Chavu-
rat Shalom is not affiliated with any 
organized movement. The group is 
community-led. Shabbat services are a 
blend of English and Hebrew, English 
readings and poems, Hebrew prayers 
recited or chanted, meaningful songs 
are sung. For more information and a 
schedule of events, please visit www.

chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org. 
Join with us now and lend your 

voice and thoughts for a Shabbat ser-
vice, help plan a Thursday program or 
Saturday Jewish current events session, 
or just come to be with your friends. 
It is a refreshing opportunity to learn 
while you participate. 

May the Hebrew year 5783 ush-
er in a time of peace in our hearts, in 
the land of Israel and the world. May 
all your days be sweet like honey, and 
may you make resolutions that you are 
able to keep!

HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011
Joyce Toub
One of the prime benefits of being 
a Hadassah member is receiving the 
award-winning Hadassah Magazine 
in your mailbox every other month. It 
features engaging, in-depth reporting 
and commentary on a wide variety of 
topics. The most recent edition offers 
articles on subjects ranging from abor-
tion to Ukraine, along with updates 
on the most recent medical advances 
at our hospitals in Jerusalem. Let me 
share some with you.

Writer Letty Cottin Pogrebin en-
gages us with a harrowing, first-person 
account of what life was like before 
Roe v. Wade. In 1973, that landmark 
Supreme Court decision gave us 50 
years when women had control over 
their bodies. Since the Court overruled 
Roe in June, Hadassah has been reaf-
firming its unwavering support for full 
and complete access to reproductive 
health services and a woman’s right to 
make health decisions according to her 
religious, moral and ethical values.

Israeli artist Zoya Cherkassky 
responds to the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine through her work. She made 
aliyah in 1991 and has become known 
as “one of the pillars of contemporary 
Israeli art,” synthesizing a variety of 
styles from pop art to Soviet realism. 
Her work has been exhibited through-
out Israel and the United States. She 
selected 10 drawings from her child-
hood: the bright, humorous pieces are 
compared to the present ones, depict-
ing foreboding and pain.

Hadassah’s involvement on the 
Polish border of Ukraine helps treat 

refugees at field hospi-
tals and refugee centers 
in Przemysl. Poland has 
not had to deal with trau-
ma patients from war-
torn countries for many, 

many years. Acts of terror that require 
trauma care are different. Hadassah 
had to teach the basics of disaster and 
mass casualty management. They pro-
duced a training simulation and set up 
real-time trauma guidance networks. 
These protocols are now globally rec-
ognized. 

Hadassah Magazine readers also 
learn about the latest Maccabiah 
Games, a two-week Olympic event 
that began July 12. More than 2,000 of 
the 10,000 athletes are women. Some 
of the top female athletes from the U.S. 
are profiled. The games bring together 
the best Jewish athletes from across the 
world, uniting our people, despite de-
nominational, political and socioeco-
nomic differences.

A heartwarming story comes from 
my own backyard – Saratoga Springs, 
New York. Iris Jourdan bequeathed 
a portion of her estate to Hadassah. 
Then, just before she died at the age of 
87, she requested that her antique vio-
lin be gifted to an Israeli musician. The 
valuable violin made in Italy over 100 
years ago was given to Ukrainian-born 
Ksenia Kozodoi, a graduate of Hadas-
sah’s Meir Shfeyah Youth Aliyah Vil-
lage. Now a violinist in the Jerusalem 
Symphony Orchestra, Kozodoi called 
the gift, “my dream come true.”

Dreams do come true! With a lot of 
hard work and ingenuity, Hadassah can 
make it happen!

If you aren’t yet a Hadassah mem-
ber, please contact me so you can join 
us in making more dreams come true.

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

ORGANIZATIONS
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TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

Hinei Mah Tov, how wonderful it is to 
be together again! How meaningful the 
words of Hinei Mah Tov become as we 
eagerly anticipate the beauty and maj-
esty of the High Holy Days together.

Temple Beth El is proud to wel-
come Karen Pincus as our Cantorial 
Soloist for the High Holy Days. Her 
sacred song and prayer will beauti-
fully enhance our High Holy Day ser-
vices. We also proudly welcome Eric 
Dochinger, cellist with the Naples Phil-
harmonic, whose haunting rendition of 
Kol Nidre is a never-to-be-forgotten 
experience each year.

We at Temple Beth El extend our 
warm welcome to our congregants, 
their friends and family, and communi-
ty members to High Holy Day services 
and festival celebrations, both spirited 

and solemn. Ticket infor-
mation and a full calen-
dar of all of our services 
and holiday events are 
available on our website 
at templebethel.com. You 
may also call the office at 

239.433.0018 for more information. 
On Selichot (Saturday, Septem-

ber 17 at 9:00 p.m.), we will perform 
the meaningful ritual of changing the 
Torah covers to white as we prepare 
to greet the year to come. Before the 
service, our Temple Beth El commu-
nity and guests are invited to a dessert 
reception and Havdalah.

Rosh Hashanah evening services 
(Sunday, September 25 at 7:30 p.m.) 
joyously ring in the new year, and be-
gin our time of prayer, self-reflection 
and repentance. Join us Monday, Sep-
tember 26 at 10:00 a.m. for the Morn-
ing Rosh Hashanah service, with Ju-
nior Congregation service at 10:30. 

Tashlich allows us to symboli-
cally cast our sins into the water in a 
meditative ritual. Join us for Tashlich 

following Rosh Hashanah services 
(approximately 12:30 p.m. at Lakes 
Park). Then, our Temple Beth El fami-
ly, congregants and guests enjoy lunch 
at Lakes Park, sponsored by Sisterhood 
and Men’s Club. 

Remember those who have gone 
before us at our Cemetery Memorial 
Service on Sunday, October 2 at 10:30 
a.m. All congregation and communi-
ty members are invited to this deeply 
meaningful service at Temple Beth El 
Garden of Memories, 3200 Michigan 
Avenue (located within the City of Fort 
Myers cemetery). 

Yom Kippur, the holiest day on the 
Jewish calendar, begins with Kol Nidre 
service on Tuesday, October 4 at 7:30 
p.m., featuring Naples Philharmonic 
cellist Eric Dochinger. On October 5, 
Yom Kippur morning service begins at 
10:00 a.m., with Junior Congregation 
at 10:30 a.m., followed by Zoom study, 
“Exploring the Book of Jonah,” at 2:30 
p.m., Musical Meditation at 4:30 p.m., 
Yizkor at 5:30 p.m. and Neilah at 6:30 
p.m. 

Following our concluding ser-
vices, celebrants are invited to a Break 
the Fast feast in the temple community 
center sponsored by Men’s Club. 

This year, the shofar will be blown, 
the songs will be sung, our lives will 
be touched and our souls will be up-
lifted. Together. We invite you to be a 
part of the High Holy Days at Temple 
Beth El. Ticket information and reser-
vation forms for all events, as well as 
detailed information about Sukkot and 
Simchat Torah celebrations coming in 
October, are available on our website 
at templebethel.com, or call or stop by 
our office. All are welcome, regardless 
of financial ability. Those who pur-
chase High Holy Day visitor tickets for 
the first time are welcome to a com-
plimentary membership for the rest of 
2022.

Follow Temple Beth El on Facebook 
(@TempleBethElofFortMyers) and on 
Instagram (@templebethelfortmyers). 
We look forward to welcoming ev-
eryone together. L’Shanah Tovah and 
G’mar Chatima Tovah.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

Rosh Hashanah
Our plans for the High Holy Days are 
in full swing. We encourage anyone 
new to Southwest Florida or visiting 
the area to contact us at batyamsanibel 
@gmail.com for information regard-
ing Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
services and events. Services are held 
at the Sanibel Congregational United 
Church of Christ. Schedule of Services:

• Saturday, 9/17, Seli-
chot, 7:00 pm
• Sunday, 9/25, Rosh 
Hashanah Evening Ser-
vice, 7:00 pm
• Monday, 9/26, Rosh 
Hashanah Morning Ser-

vice, 10:00 am
Tashlich
On September 26, following Rosh 
Hashanah morning services, we will 
have a brief Tashlich ceremony on 
the beach. We will cast shells into the 
ocean to represent the casting out of 
our sins. Email us for more information.

A Pot Luck luncheon, chaired by 
Elissa Karasin Samet, will be served 

in the clubhouse (1605 Middle Gulf 
Dr.) following Tashlich. Elissa will 
provide homemade chicken soup and 
kugel. You are encouraged to bring 
other items to round out the menu. 
Email Elissa at elissakarasinsamet@ 
gmail.com for more information and  
to reserve your place. 
Yom Kippur

• Tuesday, October 4, Yom Kippur 
(Kol Nidre), 7:00 pm

• Wednesday, October 5, Morning 
service, 10:00 am

• Congregants’ Hour, 12:00 pm
• Afternoon discussion and music, 

3:00 pm
• Yizkor & Neilah, 4:30 pm
• Break the Fast Meal, 6:00 pm

Congregants’ Hour
Since 2017, a much-appreciated part of 
Bat Yam’s Yom Kippur worship is our 
Congregants’ Hour, during which three 
members offer personal reflections on 
their lives as Jews and what Yom Kip-
pur means to them. Congregants’ Hour 
is a program that Rabbi Stephen Fuchs 
inaugurated in each of the congrega-
tions he served previously. This year, 
our speakers will be Michael Hoch-
schild, Toby Simon and Dr. Morton 
Tavel. 
Break the Fast with Bat Yam
Thank you to Judy Adler and Elissa 
Karasin Samet, who will supply all the 
basics. Everyone is invited to bring an-
other dish to the table. Please contact 
Edina Lessack (edinalessak@gmail.
com) to reserve your place and to let 

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

With limitless enthusiasm, creative 
programming and experience, Sha-
lom Life Center has been dedicated to 
changing the face of our Jewish com-
munity and engaging those seeking a 
new and deeper connection to Juda-
ism. As a sacred community commit-
ted to the ideals of welcoming every-

one in the “big tent” of 
trans-denominational 
Judaism, we are building 
a bridge to connect each 
other with the values and 
principles of our Jewish 
past, the moral/ethical 

demands of the present, and the vision 
and energy to build for a Jewish tomor-
row.

In addition to our in-person and 
livestream summer services and clubs, 
we are in the midst of finalizing our 
innovative and inspiring programs for 
next season. We are preparing to en-

sure an incomparable SWFL Jewish 
Community 5783 High Holiday Ex-
perience and are looking forward to 
sharing the High Holy Days with our 
extended family. 

Our choir will be back along with 
our amazing symphonic ensemble 
and world-renowned concert musical 
accompanists. Everyone is welcome 
to join our Shalom Life Center fami-
ly this High Holy Days season in our 
comfortable and picturesque sanctuary 
for Rosh Hashanah, Tashlich and Yom 
Kippur services; our Yom Kippur after-
noon healing and meditative concert; 

followed by afternoon Neilah and Yiz-
kor concluding Service; and our Fabu-
lous Break the Fast Feast! 

While our message is traditional, 
our worship is contemporary and our 
services combine meaningful prayers 
and soaring melodies.

For more information on guest 
tickets to join us for the High Holy 
Days, visit www.shalomlifecenter.org, 
call 239.218.3433 or email info@ 
shalomlifecenter.org. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where prayer is always inspira-
tional, meaningful and musical.

her know what you are bringing.
NOTE: Both the Rosh Hashanah 

lunch and Break the Fast meal are com-
plimentary. However, reservations are 
necessary to ensure we have room and 
food for all who wish to attend. Con-
tact us at batyamsanibel@gmail.com.
New cantor
Our beloved cantor, Murray Simon, has 
decided to retire following the High 
Holidays. Going forward, we expect to 
continue to welcome Murray and his 
wife Toby, as they have become an im-
portant part of the Bat Yam family. Our 
cantorial search has been very fruit-
ful, and currently we have two final-
ists for the position. As of press time, 
one of these candidates will sing at our 
Shabbat service on Friday, August 26, 
and the other on Friday, September 2. 
Please attend in person or via Zoom. 

We thank Bat Yam’s Cantorial 
Search Committee chaired by Judy Ad-
ler and its members: Melissa Congress, 
Edina Lessack, Howard Lorsch, Allan 
Sacks, Sheila Sklar and Riv Swartz. 
Upcoming season
Our weekly “in-person” Shabbat ser-
vices will begin Friday, September 23 
at 7:00 p.m. Zoom links will be pro-
vided for those unable to attend. Torah 
Study sessions are scheduled to begin 
on Shabbat, November 5 at 10:00 a.m.

We welcome guests and visitors to 
join us for all services and events. For 
more information, email batyamsani 
bel@gmail.com or call Vickie Fuchs at 
860.305.4876. 

Friday Night: Welcoming the Shabbat 
Services 6:45 p.m.; Saturday Morning: 
Kabbalah Class 9:00 A.M., Schacharit 
(Hodu) 10:00 a.m. 
High Holiday Services:
Sunday, September 18: Selichot ser-
vices at 1:15 a.m.

Sunday, September 25: Rosh Ha-
shana Evening services at 6:45 p.m. 

Monday, September 26: Rosh Ha-
shana Day 1 Kabbalah / Educational 
Service 9:00 a.m. Services at 10:00 
a.m. Shofar Blowing 11:30 a.m. Chil-

dren’s Program from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Evening 
Services 6:45 p.m.

Tuesday, September 
27: Rosh Hashana Day 2 
Kabbalah / Educational 
Service 9:00 a.m. Ser-

vices at 10:00 a.m. Shofar Blowing 
11:30 a.m. Children’s Program from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Evening Services 
6:45 p.m. Yom Tov Ends 7:52 p.m.

Tuesday, October 4: Kol Nidre/
Yom Kippur services at 6:45 p.m. Chil-
dren’s Program from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 5: Regular 
services at 9:00 a.m. Yizkor at 10:45 
a.m. Children’s Program from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Concluding Yom 
Kippur services at 5:30 p.m. Break-
the-fast meal at 7:44 p.m.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH
Fort Myers

(239) 433-7708
www.chabadswf.org
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TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

All High Holiday services will be con-
ducted by Rabbi Marc Sack and Canto-
rial Student Leo Dworsky. 

• The Holidays begin with a Selichot 
Program and Service on Septem-
ber 17 at 8:30 p.m. 

• Erev Rosh Hashanah is on Septem-
ber 25, with a Congregational ser-
vice and Children’s programming 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

• Rosh Hashanah Day One is on 
September 26, with a Congrega-
tional service and Children’s pro-
gramming beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

• Tashlich is at 4:30 p.m. at the home 
of Leni and Marc Sack. 

• Rosh Hashanah Day Two is on 
September 27, with a Congrega-
tional service beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

• Kol Nidre is on October 4, with a 
Congregational service and Chil-
dren’s programming at 6:45 p.m. 
Please join us for an Open House 

on September 14 at 7:00 
p.m. We invite every-
one who is interested in 
learning about Temple 
Judea to come hear about 
our programs and com-
munity, to meet Rabbi 

Marc Sack, our educational profes-
sionals and lay leadership. Refresh-
ments will be served. RSVP to Juny at 
239.433.0201. 

Tab Scribner, Director of Congre-
gational Learning, began Temple Judea 
Religious School on August 21. Sun-
day classes will resume September 11, 
with weekday Hebrew on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays. 

Tab will lead a Tot Shabbat service 
on Friday, September 9 at 5:00 p.m. 
with an interactive program of music, 
stories and crafts. Tot Shabbat is open 
to all families in our community. Con-
tact Tab at 239.433.0201 for more in-
formation. 

Rabbi Sack continues his intro-
duction to Judaism class on Mondays 
in September starting at 6:15 p.m. The 
class is a must for anyone interested 
in conversion to Judaism, but is open 
to all who have an interest in learning. 

Our full adult education programming 
will return after the High Holidays.

The next lunchtime Torah study, 
taught by Rabbi Sack, will be on 
Thursday, September 8. Classes are the 
held the first Thursday of each month 
at noon on Zoom. There is no cost to 
attend, and all levels of Jewish back-
ground are welcome. For login infor-
mation, please call the office. 

Temple Judea continues to sup-
port the Heights Center Outreach Pro-
grams. During the summer we sup-
ported a school supply drive for the 
Harlem Heights community children. 
We donated goods and money and 
helped with setup and distribution of 
school supplies. ‘Shoppers’ helped the 
children choose backpacks and sup-
plies. The kids were excited about their 
choices and that they are now prepared 
for the new school year. 

Chaverot, our women’s group, is 
planning activities for the fall. Do you 
enjoy reading? Would you like to be 
part of our book club? We would love 
to hear your book club suggestions. 
If Interested in Chaverot, please call 
Lynn Talone at 239.770.3013. 

Temple Judea continues to accept 

food donations for The Cadkin Founda-
tion Food Pantry at the Federation, and 
feminine hygiene products for Cycle 
Forward, which distributes products to 
women in need. There is a barrel out-
side for food donations and a basket in 
the lobby for Cycle Forward.

There are collection envelopes 
near the front door for contactless mon-
etary or gift card contributions. Contri-
butions may be mailed. Please call the 
office to ensure your contribution has 
been received.

Temple Judea is conducting in-per-
son services with an online Zoom op-
tion. Synagogue members can use the 
Zoom ID and password as published in 
our weekly Megillah. Non-local resi-
dents may contact the synagogue office 
for information. 
Regularly scheduled events: 

• Friday Shabbat services at 6:30 p.m. 
• Saturday Shabbat Services at 9:30 

a.m. Kiddush lunches on spon-
sored weeks. 

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m. in person and on Zoom. 

• Rabbi Sack’s lunchtime Torah 
study, the first Thursday of each 
month on Zoom.

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

The Community Free Synagogue’s 
main Sabbath worship now starts at 
11:00 a.m. followed by a dairy and fish 
qiddush luncheon. Parve and milchig 
dishes from home are welcome. Sha-
haris will also be Zoomed. To request 
a downloadable version of the C.F.S. 
Sabbath morning service, email syn-
free@comcast.net.

Sabbath is welcomed with candles 
and qiddush via Zoom from the Dia-
mond home at 7:00 p.m. every Friday 
Evening.

Sabbath morning Torah Study in 
the synagogue with the Rabbi precedes 
worship at from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. Now 
in its 25th year, Rabbi Diamond’s Sab-
bath morning Torah Study is the lon-
gest-running Jewish Adult Education 
program in Southwest Florida, and is 
joined online by students from around 
the nation and overseas on Zoom.

The Community Free Synagogue’s 
Zoom room is easily accessed at www.
fortmyerssynagogue.com.

The Tuesday 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. 
Zoom Adult Education series that 

started at the onset of the 
pandemic in 2019 contin-
ues uninterrupted every 
week. The broad range of 
subjects, often suggested 
by the students, is gener-
ally presented in two- or 

three-week units. The advanced readings 
are sent as part of a CFS “blast” a day 
or two before class. To be added to the 
mailing list, email synfree@comcast.net.

The new C.F.S. Women’s Benev-
olent Circle gathers each month for 
a restaurant luncheon to set its “be-
nevolent actions” (gmeelos hasadim) 
goal for the following 30 days. Recent 
projects have included collecting back-
packs and school supplies for Harlem 
Heights Elementary School and the 
restocking of The Cadkin Foundation 
Food Pantry at the Federation. 

The Circle is a continuation of the 
nashim rachmaniot (compassionate 
women) societies that were active in 
many cities in the Old World and in 
early America. It works in fulfillment 
of one of C.F.S.’s three founding pil-
lars: Prayer, Study and Benevolent 
Actions (torah, avodah, gmeelos hasa-
dim). To be added to the mailing list, 
email synfree@comcast.net.

Rosh Hashanah Eve worship be-
gins at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, Septem-
ber 25. Worship on both Rosh Hasha-

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

Rosh Hashanah is still a few weeks 
away and January 1 is even further, but 
a new era has started at Temple Beth 
Shalom. Our new cantor, Barry Buten-
sky, officially started on August 5. He 
was here earlier meeting people and 
organizing services and activities, and 
planning for big things at TBS.

We started out with a dinner donat-

ed and cooked by George 
and Lynn Laufer, fol-
lowed by a beautiful ser-
vice and oneg. The next 
day, we commemorated 
Tisha B’Av, something 
we had not done before. 

In the discussion that followed, we 
learned personal stories of fellow con-
gregants whom we hadn’t heard before. 
That was just the beginning. The days 
have been full of members exchanging 
ideas for fundraisers, fun activities, 
learning experiences and ways to get 
our name out in the community. We are 
planning themed dinners, game days, a 

concert, a mitzvah day and much more.
Several programs are already 

planned leading up to the High Hol-
idays. On September 3, we have a 
group going to the Broadway Palm 
to see Through the Decades. We will 
have an open house for prospective 
members or people just interested in 
joining us for the holidays on Septem-
ber 11 at 3:00 p.m. in the TBS Social 
Hall. Come meet our members and see 
our facilities. On September 22 we will 
have a program on three Jewish funny 
men, Jackie Mason, Jerry Lewis and 
Jerry Seinfeld. Guests are always wel-
come at any TBS activity, so come join 

us, have a great time and make some 
new friends.

We are anticipating High Holiday 
services that will be beautiful, inspir-
ing and unlike any other we have done 
in the past. We invite unaffiliated mem-
bers of the community to join us in our 
newly renovated sanctuary to listen to 
our new cantor and participate fully in 
the service. Information about our ser-
vices is in an ad in this issue, as well as 
at www.templebethshalomcc.org. You 
may also call 239.772.4555 or email  
templebethshalomcommunications@
gmail.com.her know what you are bringing.

NOTE: Both the Rosh Hashanah 
lunch and Break the Fast meal are com-
plimentary. However, reservations are 
necessary to ensure we have room and 
food for all who wish to attend. Con-
tact us at batyamsanibel@gmail.com.
New cantor
Our beloved cantor, Murray Simon, has 
decided to retire following the High 
Holidays. Going forward, we expect to 
continue to welcome Murray and his 
wife Toby, as they have become an im-
portant part of the Bat Yam family. Our 
cantorial search has been very fruit-
ful, and currently we have two final-
ists for the position. As of press time, 
one of these candidates will sing at our 
Shabbat service on Friday, August 26, 
and the other on Friday, September 2. 
Please attend in person or via Zoom. 

We thank Bat Yam’s Cantorial 
Search Committee chaired by Judy Ad-
ler and its members: Melissa Congress, 
Edina Lessack, Howard Lorsch, Allan 
Sacks, Sheila Sklar and Riv Swartz. 
Upcoming season
Our weekly “in-person” Shabbat ser-
vices will begin Friday, September 23 
at 7:00 p.m. Zoom links will be pro-
vided for those unable to attend. Torah 
Study sessions are scheduled to begin 
on Shabbat, November 5 at 10:00 a.m.

We welcome guests and visitors to 
join us for all services and events. For 
more information, email batyamsani 
bel@gmail.com or call Vickie Fuchs at 
860.305.4876. 

nah mornings starts at 10:00 a.m. A 
light lunch will be served at the con-
clusion of the Rosh Hashanah second 
day worship.

Kol Nidre is recited at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, October 4 followed by Yom 
Kippur Eve worship. The following 
morning worship resumes at 10:00 a.m. 
Yizkor will be recited after the haftar-
ah reading on Yom Kippur morning. 
Study with the Rabbi begins at 3:30 
p.m. Worship resumes at 5:00 p.m., 
continuing to the end of Yom Kippur 
at sunset. A break-the-fast follows for  

all in attendance.
Worship and study are open to all 

with no charge, membership require-
ment or funds solicitations. They are 
all Zoomed with open access.

Now in its 17th year and with the 
continued guidance of Rabbi Bruce 
Diamond, the Community Free Syn-
agogue meets at the S.W. Masonic 
Center, 10868 Metro Parkway, Fort 
Myers. It remains a community “open 
resource” without formal membership 
requirements whose activities are at no 
charge and open to all.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116
www.templeshalomfl.com

Temple Shalom’s programs and events 
committee has been extremely busy 
planning for the New Year 5783. The 
committee is comprised of the follow-
ing members: Judi Migdol, Odette Port, 
Joyce Gelfand, Wendy Sturdevant, Al 
& Elaine Lubiner, Marlene Friedman, 
Naomi Alexander and Rabbi Solomon 
Agin.

Some of the programs approved: 
Friday evening, October 14: David 

Bernstein, President of 
the Jewish Institute for 
Liberal Views; Wednes-
day afternoon, November 
16: Klezmer and More 
with Seth Kibel; Tuesday, 
December 13: The Music 

of Hanukkah and more with Jane Gal-
ler and Rabbi Agin; Sunday, December 
18: Outdoor lighting of the menorah 
and a special musical program

To be announced are the Monthly 
Lunch and Learn starting in October, 
and the Jewish Film Festival Series.

The above is only the beginning 
with more to come. Temple Shalom 
is truly the Center for Jewish Life in 
Charlotte County.

TEMPLE NEWS
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY

SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL  

10868 Metro Parkway  
(The S.W. Florida Masonic Center)             
Fort Myers, FL  33908 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Weekly Torah Study, Sabbath worship and  
Adult Education visit 
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com for the  
schedule of events and Zoom logon  
Information. 
All events are free and open to all 
 
 
 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 773-251-8862 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W. 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study:  
Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School:  
Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00 -7:00 p.m. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

19691 Cypress View Drive  
Fort Myers, FL 339067         
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail:  info@templebethel.com  
Learning Tree Preschool Director:  
Amy Amon  
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com                        
President: Reina Schlager                                    
Email: reinaschlager@aol.com                                 
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235               
Web site: www.templebethel.com                          
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;  
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai 
Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &  
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday   
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Suki Kelly  
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Enrichment night every Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom 
 

Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.JewishFederationLCC.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

P.O. Box 722, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Cheryl Fulmer, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
Speakers series - 11:00 a.m. Thursday 
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Our community relies on Federation, 
can we rely on you? 

DO GOOD. 
Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________ St: ______ Zip: __________ 

Phone: _________________________________________  

Email: __________________________________________           

Payment method:     Check       Credit Card        Bill me                    Total Enclosed $ __________________  

 
 
 

____________________________________  _________________      ___________________________________________   
Credit Card #                                                      Exp. Date                                       Signature                         
                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                            

Everything Federation does is made possible through the  
generous donations from members of our community. 
 

Please consider a gift of: 

 

$36 $72 $150 OTHER $__________ 
 
 

Make checks payable to: 
Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
9701 Commerce Center Court 
Fort Myers, FL  33908 

 
 
 

Or go online: jewishfederationlcc.org/annual-campaign 

           

       

RHA22 

Your support of the Jewish Federa�on of Lee & Charlo�e will 
make this Rosh Hashanah even more meaningful – make a signicant difference in the lives of those most in need – give today. 

 
As you know, the Jewish Federa�on works to bring about the change you want – and making a commitment today will help make it happen.  
Whether it's building a secure, inclusive Jewish community, providing cri�cal support to the most vulnerable here in Lee & Charlo�e, across 
the na�on and the world, enabling Ukrainian refugees to rese�le and rebuild their lives, or aiding thousands of Ethiopians to at last make 
Aliyah, and reunite with their loved ones in their homeland of Israel – it is with your generosity that the  Jewish Federa�on �relessly works 
to answer these vital needs and more. 

Your gi� today provides crucial support to the people who will need it most throughout the coming year and beyond. 

You want to feed hungry families and deliver the warmth of human comfort to homebound seniors? Your gi� to Federa�on helps get it 
done. 

You want cultural and recrea�onal programming to bring people together of all ages. Your gi� to Federa�on helps get it done. 

You want to build and strengthen a comprehensive security program in our Jewish community? Your gi� to Federa�on helps get it done. 

Your gi� today makes possible a year that provides and extends: 

 Essen�al safety‐net services 

 Jewish arts & culture 

 Vital educa�onal resources 

 Mental health and senior programming  

 And more – here in Lee & Charlo�e , across the na�on, in Israel, and over 70 countries worldwide. 

While we can't predict what the New Year will bring, I do know this. With your con�nued support and that of people like you, the Jewish     
Federa�on will be there as we always have, �relessly working here  in our community and around the globe to help those  in need and to 
build and ensure vibrant and ourishing Jewish life everywhere. 

Thank you in advance for making it possible with your gi� to the Jewish Federa�on. And, from my family to yours – wishing you a peaceful, 
happy, and safe 5783. Shana Tova! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

Debbie Sanford 
Execu�ve Director 

FEDERATION

SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL  

10868 Metro Parkway  
(The S.W. Florida Masonic Center)             
Fort Myers, FL  33908 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Weekly Torah Study, Sabbath worship and  
Adult Education visit 
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com for the  
schedule of events and Zoom logon  
Information. 
All events are free and open to all 
 
 
 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 773-251-8862 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W. 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study:  
Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School:  
Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00 -7:00 p.m. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

19691 Cypress View Drive  
Fort Myers, FL 339067         
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail:  info@templebethel.com  
Learning Tree Preschool Director:  
Amy Amon  
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com                        
President: Reina Schlager                                    
Email: reinaschlager@aol.com                                 
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235               
Web site: www.templebethel.com                          
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;  
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai 
Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &  
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday   
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Suki Kelly  
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Enrichment night every Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom 
 

Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.JewishFederationLCC.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

P.O. Box 722, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Cheryl Fulmer, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
Speakers series - 11:00 a.m. Thursday 
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Learn more about David at
www.DavidKleinHospitalBoard.com

Paid for by David Klein, Candidate for Hospital Board

VOTE FOR DAVID KLEIN like our community’s 
health care depends on it...Because it does.

EXPERIENCE. EXPERTISE. LEADERSHIP. 

FOR LEE HEALTH HOSPITAL BOARD DISTRICT 3

FOR DISTRICT

The ONLY candidate or board member with  
senior executive experience at health care 
delivery systems and insurance companies

10 years as CEO of a multi-billion-dollar, 
not-for-profit health insurance company  
and delivery system

Knows Lee Health as an advisor and  
active member of Lee Health Finance  
and Investment Committee

Demonstrated compassion for  
Lee County through distinguished  
leadership to United Way, FGCU  
and New Life Dream Substance  
Abuse Treatment Center

Outstanding track record 
as a board member, member  
and advisor to nationwide  
not-for-profit and for-profit  
health care companies

M E M B E R 
Temple Beth El

M A J O R  D O N O R 
Jewish Federation  

of Lee and  
Charlotte Counties

David Klein brings real health care business leadership 
to the Hospital Board when it needs it more than ever.


