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n Brian 
    Simon

By Brian Simon, Federation President
Celebrating the 5780s and 1980s

It occurs to me that we are getting 
ready to re-enter the ’80s. This 
Rosh Hashanah marks the begin-

ning of the year 5780. Although I am 
old enough to remember the 1970s, I 

consider myself 
very much a child 
of the ’80s. My 
favorite songs are 
from that era. I 
still believe Air-
plane! (release date 
July 1980) is the 
funniest movie I 
ever saw. Here are 
some comparisons 

between the 5780s and the 1980s. 
In 1980, Israel declared Jerusalem 

to be its capital. In 5780, the U.S. is one 
of the few countries that recognizes Je-
rusalem as the Israeli capital. 

The 1980s were about big hair. In 
5780, I have no hair. 

In the 1980s, the population of 
Lee County grew 63% from 205,266 
to 335,113. In the 5780s, Lee County’s 
population is projected to grow 19% 
from 754,000 to roughly 900,000. 
Charlotte County’s population grew 
90% from 58,460 to 110,975 in the 
1980s. Its current population is 184,998 
and projected to grow 21% to 224,000. 
About 1% of the Lee/Collier/Charlotte 
population is estimated to be full-time 
Jewish residents.

In 1980, the big movie event was 
the long-awaited sequel to Star Wars, 
The Empire Strikes Back. In 5780, the 
big movie event is the long-awaited 
sequel to Star Wars, The Rise of Sky-
walker.

The Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlotte Counties was incorporated in 
1986. In 5780, we operate a $436,000 
budget in the black; we purchased 
a building in 2009 and paid it off in 

2017; and Jewish Family Services 
serves hundreds of families each year. 

Most of the seniors who attend the 
Federation’s monthly Lunch Bunch 
were younger in 1980 than I am today 
(sigh). 

In the 1980s, parents worried that 
teenagers spent too much time watch-
ing TV and talking on the phone. In 
the 5780s, parents worry that teenag-
ers spend too much time watching TV 
on their phones. And they wonder why 
the kids do everything on the phone  
EXCEPT talk. 

As we begin this new ’80s decade, 
my wife Mindi and I would like to 
wish you a very happy new year. Also, 
I would like to thank you for your 
support of Federation. We have many 
things to be thankful for and much to 
look forward to.

Israeli aid in action  
in Puerto Rico

Federation’s Senior Lunch 
Bunch update

Holocaust Museum & Education 
Center moves to new location
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From the Board & Staff of the Jewish Federation 

 
 L’CHAYIM 

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

n Jodi Cohen

No day is ever the same at Jewish 
Family Services, even though 
a few things are regularly 

scheduled. On Wednesdays I distrib-
ute food from the pantry to anyone in 

Lee or Charlotte 
counties, regard-
less of religion or 
background, who 
makes an appoint-
ment. The first 
Tuesday of each 
month I pick up 
food at the Mid-
west Food Bank 

for the Federation pantry. And the 
free monthly senior lunch typically 
takes place on a Thursday mid-month.  
Everything else is up for grabs.

Not all of my senior clients have 
family members, or any relatives liv-
ing nearby who are available to help 
them buy groceries, get to doctor ap-
pointments or manage their finances. 

In these instances, I try to find out if a  
client is eligible for various services 
and connect them with appropriate 
resources. There are a variety of chal-
lenges I face when trying to obtain 
information about a client’s situation, 
such as the client may be hearing im-
paired and unable to talk on the phone, 
or they have a smart phone but don’t 
know how it works, or they don’t know 
where the correct paperwork is located.

I’ve been able to network with key 
people at various agencies during my 
tenure as the Jewish Family Services 
representative, and everyone has been 
incredibly generous in answering ques-
tions I might have regarding a client or 
providing guidance. The Federation 
mainly provides information and refer-
rals for clients, as we are not set up to 
case manage. 

One of my responsibilities is to 
report any incidents of elder abuse, in-
cluding ‘self-neglect,’ if deemed nec-

essary. This could be anything from 
someone being mistreated by another 
person or living in conditions that may 
be unsanitary or unsafe. Making a re-
port to the Florida Elder Abuse Hotline 
is serious and would only occur after a 
home visit, discussion with the client, 
and consultation with specific people. 
If it is determined that further inves-
tigation is warranted once a report is 
filed, an investigator is sent out fairly 
quickly. The follow-up could be any-
thing from the Area Agency on Aging 
contacting the client to arrange for ser-
vices or talking with out-of-state rela-
tives about necessary actions that need 
to be taken. 

Another responsibility of JFS is 
to work with Holocaust survivors who 
want to continue living at home and 
receive in-home care vs. going to live 
in a senior facility. If these clients need 
financial assistance for their in-home 

continued on page 2
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Jewish Family Services update...continued from page 1

Program notes

It is just about the end of summer and the begin-
ning of my favorite season, fall. This means I 
have officially been here for a year now, and the 

saying is true...time flies when you are having fun!
In a couple of weeks, 

please keep an eye on your 
mailbox for a special postcard 
listing our entire season of pro-
gramming and special events. 

As our calendar grows, so 
does the need for volunteers. 
Without our wonderful volun-
teers stepping up to the plate, 
many of our programs would 
not be possible. If you have 

some time to spare, please reach out to 
me to discuss the volunteer opportuni-
ties we will have available with this up-
coming season.

Before I came to Fort Myers, I 
was part of a Women’s Giving Circle 
(WGC). I have met so many awesome 
women here – giving women, caring 
women – and thought, WE NEED a 
Women’s Giving Circle. If you are not 
familiar with a circle, it all starts with a 
group of like-minded women. Women 
who want to make a real difference and have an im-
pact on the lives of women and children in Israel and 
Overseas. 

n Debbie 
    Sanford

By Debbie Sanford, Program Director
YOU vote to decide where the funds go and the 

individuals and organizations we help. YOU will re-
view grant requests from non-profit organizations, 
and as a group YOU will get to vote on where our 
money goes to help.

We would like to invite you to an Open House 
to learn more about the WGC. Chaired by Federation 
board member Karin Fine, we will meet on Sunday, 
November 17 at 3:00 p.m. at Karin’s home. Please 
mark the date on your calendar and join us! It is just 
$360 to join the circle and YOU will make a differ-
ence.

We have invited two organizations from Israel to 
speak about the tremendous impact that WGCs can 
make. There is also a great social aspect to a WGC. 

Depending on how much 
our circle members would 
like to do, dictates the 
number of social events 
we will hold throughout 
the year. The circle will of-
ficially operate November 
through March.

Please call or email 
me with any questions you 
may have, or to join our 
circle. You can reach me at 

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
From my family to yours, we wish you a happy 

and healthy New Year.

OUR MISSION 

To strengthen and enrich the Jewish  
Community by providing and supporting 
philanthropic, educational and social   
service programs locally, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 
 

OUR VISION 

A Jewish Community that is based on 
Jewish values such as Tzedakah 
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking     
responsibility for one another). 

care, the Federation works with them on applying for 
aid from The Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany, otherwise known as The Claims 
Conference. As per its website, The Claims Confer-
ence “cares for Holocaust victims by providing vital 
services. We provide direct payments to Holocaust 
survivors with funds received from Germany and we 
negotiate to expand and create programs.” One part of 
The Claims Conference’s mission “focuses on help-
ing now-elderly Holocaust victims age in comfort 
and dignity by keeping them living at home, healthy, 
fed and looked after by their local communities.” If 
you’re not familiar with The Claims Conference, I 
encourage you to visit its website to learn about this 
extraordinary organization: www.claimscon.org.

In July, the Federation provided food for 11 
households made up of 45 people. Thank you to the 
wonderful food pantry volunteers for keeping things 

going: Carolyn Gora, Randi and Payton Wolf, Judith 
Yevick, Laurie McConville, Suzanne Orkin, Karen 
Whitman, Phyllis Boyar, Barbara Gribin and Donna 
Cotler. 

JFS receives daily calls for assistance with every-
thing from help with rent to various bills. Let’s say 
someone is released from prison and is having trouble 
finding housing due to background checks. One of the 
ways Federation can help is by contacting a potential 
landlord and asking them to favorably consider this 
person as a potential renter. This was something I did 
for a client in July. 

Your generosity is apparent with your ongoing 
food donations and your support of the Marcia Can 
Help fund. Together we can, and are, making a dif-
ference to those who turn to the Jewish Federation in 
times of need.

Jewish Federation 
VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 
Help us deliver Rosh Hashanah Gift 

Bags to our Senior Community! 
 

Bags will be available for pick up    
at our office on:  

Wednesday, 9/11 — Friday, 9/13 
Please contact Debbie at  

239.481.4449 ext. 4  

or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
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Program notes
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ANTIQUE FURNITURE • TAPESTRIES • MOSAICS
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ALL MODERN & ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS
AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY • PIANOS
RUSSIAN ENAMEL • OIL PAINTINGS • OBJECTS D’ART

COPENHAGEN • HUMMELS

ORIENTAL RUGS • CHANDELIERS
ORIENTAL FURNITURE
ORIENTAL HARDSTONES
OBJECTS D’ART • PIANOS

ERTE BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS
CHINESE FURNITURE • PORCELAIN • HARD STONE

BIRD & MUSIC BOXES • ORIENTAL RUGS

BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES

Diamonds Gold CoinsROLEX Oil PaintingsEstate Jewelry Sterling Silver

Rolex • Cartier • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari & all Wrist and Pocket Watches
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard

Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol • Calder • Miro • George Nelson • Lepho • Paul Evans
• Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

DIAMONDS • SAPPHIRES
RUBYS • EMERALDS

ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY • WATCHES
ANTIQUES • ART OBJECTS • OIL PAINTINGS

GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE
OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

GOLD & SILVER COINS PAPER CURRENCY 14kt • 18kt • 22kt GOLD
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT 3rd Generation Expertise • Call Today

Chihuly Glass Russian Enamel Peter MaxJade Statues Picasso PotteryPatek Philippe
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BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS: BEANIE
BACKUS • HAROLD NEWTON • ALFRED HAIR • ETC

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637
24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067
Call Mr. Kodner: 1-561-822-7043
Email Us: Info@BruceKodner.com
Visit us: www.BruceKodner.com

Serving
Indian River,
St Lucie,

Martin, and
Palm Beach
Counties

3rd Generation
Expertise

INSTANT PAYMENT
CALL TODAY

BUYING: HIGHEST
PRICES PAID!

ROOKWOOD • B&G
WELLER • DODIE THAYER

MID CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
KPM • SEVRES • MEISSEN ROYAL VIENNA

ANTIQUE IVORY
JUDAICA • SWAROVSKI • HERREND

TIFFANY • DAUM • GALLE • ARTGLASS
BOHEM • ROYAL DOULTON

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE, & TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE • GEORG JENSEN • CARTIER
LALIQUE, WATERFORD, BACCARAT, DAUM, STEUBEN

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL
LIEBER • BIRKIN

BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS:
BEANIE BACKUS 

HAROLD NEWTON  •  ALFRED HAIR

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE  &  TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE  •  GEORG JENSEN  •  CARTIER  •  REED & BARTON  
WALLACE  •  BUCCELLATI  •  KIRK  •  STEIFF  •   INTERNATIONAL 
  LALIQUE  •  WATERFORD  •  BACCARATI  •  DAUM   •   STEUBEN

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  •  TAPESTRIES  •  MOSAICS 
CLOCKS  •  TIFFANY  •  STEUBEN  •  ART GLASS 

ALL MODERN & ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 
AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY  •  PIANOS  •  BIRD BOXES 
RUSSIAN ENAMEL  •  OIL PAINTINGS  •  OBJECTS D’ART 

COPENHAGEN  •  HUMMELS  •  ROYAL DOULTON  •  ROOKWOOD

ORIENTAL RUGS  •  CHANDELIERS  •  SCONCES 
ORIENTAL FURNITURE  •  JADE  •  CORAL  •  SILVER  •  PAINTINGS 

KPM  •  MEISSEN  •  SEVRES • ROYAL VIENNA  •  TEPLITZ 
ERTE  •  BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS  •  FREDERICK HART

3rd Generation Expertise Worldwide 
International Exposure 

INSTANT PAYMENT 
CALL TODAY

   Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637 
     24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067

Visit Us:  www.BruceKodner.com
Email Us:  Info@BruceKodner.com

Serving  
Sarasota, Manatee,  

Lee and Charlotte Counties
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BUYING! HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY  •  WATCHES  •  ANTIQUES  •  ART OBJECTS  •  OIL PAINTINGS

GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

GOLD & SILVER COINS PAPER CURRENCY
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT — HIGHEST PRICES PAID

      14kt • 18kt •  22kt GOLD
  3rd Generation Expertise  •  Call Today

DIAMONDS  •  SAPPHIRES  •  RUBIES  •  EMERALDS

Rolex • Cartier  • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari  &  all  Wrist and Pocket Watches 
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard 

Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol • Calder  • Miró • George Nelson • Le Pho • Peter Max 
Paul Evans • Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

Diamonds ROLEX Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver Patek Philippe Chihuly Glass Jade Statues Picasso Pottery Russian Enamel Handbags

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL 
LIEBER • BIRKIN • GUCCI

SAME DAY SERVICE. CALL TODAY!
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
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TRIBUTES

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your Tributes.  
Please send them to Lori Ramos  

at the Federation at loriramos@jfedlcc.org. 

In honor of Rebecca (Becky) Kon
from Cheryl & Barry Kon

In appreciation of Debbie Sanford
from Susan Kamener

In honor of Henry Smernoff’s 100th birthday
from Ian & Reeva Shaffer

Local �e�is� E�uca�on an� Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�on, Jewish genealogy,  Israeli folk       
dancing, social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local, na�onal and interna�onal Jewish issues.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint �istribu�on Commi�ee �J�C� for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in ���         
countries around the world. 

Partnership ��ether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and sociali�a�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency financial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Services 
Support families of children with special needs. 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal coopera�on and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

�e�is� Community �oun�a�on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term financial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

��� ��� ������ ���������� �� L�� � C�������� C������� S����� 

The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign provides the resources to strengthen 
and enrich our Jewish community locally, in Israel and around the world. 

 

This year please consider making an additional campaign contribution in honor or memory of a loved one.   
Because kindness is contagious, we would like to highlight your generosity in L’CHAYIM and notify personally those whom you honor.   

You may choose how your generosity is noted and how we share your mitzvah with the community.  

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 

The Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel Grant is available 
through the Community Foundation of the Jewish  
Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.  

The grant may be used for travel to Israel to participate  
in programs that are volunteer or educational in nature. 

THIS GRANT is for Jewish 
residents of either county 
who are 25 years old or 
younger and can demon-
strate a financial need. 
Academic standing and 
community involvement 
may also be considered.  

OUR HOPE is that these  
programs will enhance 
Jewish knowledge and 
identity in preparation for 
participation in American 
Jewish life. 

For more information or an application,  
visit our website at JewishFederationLCC.org. 

The Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel Grant is available 
through the Community Foundation of the Jewish  
Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.  

The grant may be used for travel to Israel to participate  
in programs that are volunteer or educational in nature. 

THIS GRANT is for Jewish 
residents of either county 
who are 25 years old or 
younger and can demon-
strate a financial need. 
Academic standing and 
community involvement 
may also be considered.  

OUR HOPE is that these  
programs will enhance 
Jewish knowledge and 
identity in preparation for 
participation in American 
Jewish life. 

For more information or an application,  
visit our website at JewishFederationLCC.org. 

Send an email to amypadilla@jfedlcc.org 

GET THE LATEST INFORMATION ON 
UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS, 
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES,  
BREAKING NEWS, 
UPDATES FROM ISRAEL & MORE. 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Sign up for e-blasts! 

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator

 INDIGENT FUND  FOOD PANTRY (cont.)

Jewishfederationlcc.org 

The Jewish Federation loves our 

GENEROUS DONORS 

Marty & Judy Freling  
Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Israeli Dancers 
Cheryl & Barry Kon 
Susan Kamener 
Ian & Reeva Shaffer 
Howard Silverman 

Joyce Bell 
Victor Gold 
Shalom Life Center 
Harry Cotton 
Rozzi Osterman 
Barb & Harvey Charter 
Nannett Palumbo 
Linda Maslow 
Connie Gievrini 
Renee Lane 
Susan Orkin 
Lise Plattner 
Bonnie Kasdan 
Jerry Wadro & Bernie Perlstein 
Phyllis & Bernard Aronson 
Jack Cohen 
Sara Krivisky 
Mindy Weinstein 

 FOOD PANTRY
Temple Beth El 
Temple Judea 
Israeli Folk Dancers 
Mellow Mah Jongg  
Jerry Snyderman 
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Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�on, Jewish genealogy,  Israeli folk       
dancing, social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local, na�onal and interna�onal Jewish issues.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint �istribu�on Commi�ee �J�C� for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in ���         
countries around the world. 

Partnership ��ether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and sociali�a�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency financial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Services 
Support families of children with special needs. 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal coopera�on and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

�e�is� Community �oun�a�on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term financial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

��� ��� ������ ���������� �� L�� � C�������� C������� S����� 

NEXT SENIOR LUNCH BUNCH:
Thursday, September 19 at 12:30 p.m.
Brookdale, 8351 College Parkway, Fort Myers
RSVP by Friday, September 13 to 
Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Senior Lunch Bunch update

Amavida hosted the Federa-
tion’s July luncheon and it was 
fantastic! Each and every staff 

member was friendly and helpful, es-
pecially at the end of the lunch when 
people were quickly taken to their cars 
so as to avoid the imminent rainstorm. 
The Amavida food and beverage de-
partment truly went all out for us. Ev-
erything was dee-lish, abundant and so 
beautifully arranged. 

The 68 luncheon participants were 
warmly greeted by 
the waitstaff, who 
took obvious de-
light in their guests 
and took the extra 
step to help anticipate needs and assist 
in any way they could. Debbie San-
ford and Karin Fine were the luncheon 
captains, and the volunteers were there 
to keep everything and everyone run-
ning smoothly. After lunch, the Yiddish 
Bingo was a big hit, as was the Jewish 

movie star bingo. A good time was had 
by all. Debbie asked each person about 
their experience, and people only had 
positive things to say. The Federation 
is grateful to Amavida for being such a 
generous community partner and looks 
forward to holding a lunch at Amavida 
on an annual basis.

The free monthly senior lunch is 
an opportunity for Jewish seniors to 
come together to nosh, meet new peo-
ple and learn a little something. The 

vibe is friendly and 
welcoming. There’s 
a short program af-
ter lunch and time to 
kibbitz. We can ar-

range rides for people who need them. 
People who attend for the first time get 
a ‘lunch buddy’ so they have someone 
to sit with them and introduce them 
around. There is always a place at the 
table for YOU! If you’d like to volun-
teer, please be in touch.

2019/5780 HIGH HOLY DAYS SCHEDULE 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

14486 A & W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 

 
 
 

For more information and 
High Holiday tickets, please 
call the Temple Judea Office  

at 239-433-0201 
 
 

www.tjswfl.org 
 
 

Selichot 
Saturday, September 21 
9:00pm     Reception, and Service 
 

Rosh Hashanah 
Sunday, September 29 
6:00pm      Family Service – Open to community 
6:30 pm     Congregational Service 

Monday, September 30 
9:30am       Congregational Service and Child Care 
10:30am     Youth Service 
4:30pm       Tashlich 

Tuesday, October 1 
9:30am       Congregational Service 
 

Kol Nidre 
Tuesday, October 8 
6:30pm       Family Service – Open to community 
6:45 pm      Congregational Service 
 
 

Yom Kippur 
Wednesday, October 9 
9:30am       Congregational Service and Child Care 
10:30am     Youth Service 
4:30pm       Afternoon Discussion 
5:30 pm      Minchah/N’ilah/Havdalah 
7:35pm       Shofar Blowing 
 

Sukkot 
Monday, October 14 
9:30am        Service 

Friday, October 18 
6:30pm        Shabbat Sukkot - Sukkot Dinner 

Saturday, October 19 
9:30am      Shabbat Service 

Sunday, October 20 
5:15pm      Spaghetti Dinner & Erev Simchat Torah 

Monday, October 21 
9:30 am     Sh’mini Atzeret/Simchat Torah 
                    (includes Yizkor) 
        

     High Holiday services conducted by Rabbi Marc Sack and Michael Scolnick 

AS SEENON TV

Homemaker/Companion Services

Personally Matched Caregivers, Prepare Meals, Light 
House Tasks,  Laundry & Linens, Shopping & Errands, 

Take to Appointments/Events, Social Interaction, Advocate 
Service, From a Few Hours to 24-Hour Care & More!

Personal Care & Nurse Services

Post Surgery or Hospital Stay Care, Mobility Help, ADL’s, 
Baths, Dressing, Personal Hygiene, Special Needs Care, 

Medication Management, Up to 24-Hour Care, Much More!

Providing exceptional care that makes 
senior’s lives better and happier!

Free Consultation. It’s easy …
Call us at (239) 243-8555

SeniorcareSouthwestFlorida.com

©2019 Each office is independently owned and operated. License HCS #232083, HHA # 299994663

Photos courtesy Helene Glocer
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This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support 
of our advertisers. Please be sure to use their products and services, 
and mention that you found them in L’CHAYIM.

This month’s
advertisers

Advanced Physical Therapy.....27
Ajax Paving Industries.............27
Alliance Financial Group.........20
Hal Arkin, Realtor®.................25
Art of Fashion and Moore.......23
Atrium at Liberty Park.............19
Gwen Baker, Realtor®..............23
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands.11
Dr. Daniel Bendetowicz............23
Bruce Kodner Galleries..............3
Candlewood Suites...................28
Cypress Cove............................16
Harold Eskin, Attorney.............23
FGCU.......................................28
FineMark Natl. Bank & Trust....26
Florida Specialists in Urology..23
Gateway Accounting & Tax Svcs.25
Susan Glasser, Realtor®...........23
Gordon’s Pool & Spa Service...23
Green Schoenfeld & Kyle, LLP..23
Gulf Breeze Hair Studio..........23
Gulf Coast Orthodontics..........21
Dr. David Heligman.................24
Henderson Franklin..................23
Higginson Tax & Accounting...23
Irving Lewin, Music Lessons....23

David Lovitch, Broker Assoc...23
Michael Shapiro Photography..33
Paragon Pools...........................23
PCC Tile...................................10
Pegasus Financial Consulting...26
Publix.......................................15
Alan J. Rubinstein, Attorney.....23
Seniors Helping Seniors.............5
Shalom Life Center....................8
Shell Point...................................7
SK Lawyers...............................23
Snyderman’s Shoes...................23
Taschner Periodontics...............13
Temple Beth El.........................17
Temple Beth El Gift Gallery.....10
Temple Beth Shalom................12
Temple Beth Shalom Rel. School.21
Temple Judea.........................5,14
Temple Shalom...........................6
The Bagel Factory....................23
The Community Free Synagogue.9
The Pampered Soul..................23
The Print Sh op Ink.....................9
Bob Vinikoor, Realtor®............13
Paul Weinstein, CFP®...............13

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION  

& HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE.

Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

n Susan
    Suarez

Greetings from the new Holo-
caust Museum & Janet G. and 
Harvey D. Cohen Center! Staff, 

interns and many dedicated volunteers 
spent the months of June and July dis-

mantling, packing 
up and readying 
the contents of the 
old museum to be 
moved to our new 
location at 975 Im-
perial Golf Course 
Blvd., Suite 108, 
Naples, FL 34110. 

In early Au-
gust, the expert 

exhibit installation team from Capitol 
Museum Services and a large United 
Moving van arrived in Naples. The 
moving van was filled with display 
cases, wall panels, illuminated displays, 
digital picture frames and mannequins, 
plus installation tools and equipment. 
Luckily, everything was unloaded 
and moved into the museum just be-
fore a monsoon-like afternoon storm 
hit. The team, working with Curator 
Cody Rademacher, then set up their 
work zones in the galleries, classroom, 
temporary exhibit space and reception 

area. They worked long hours for many 
days, checking and doublechecking that 
everything followed the master design, 

placed in proper order and displayed to 
its best advantage.

The universal first impression from 
everyone upon entering the new muse-
um is WOW! There is so much to take in 

at first glance. Guests enter via the light, 
airy reception area, which is anchored 
by the impressive Jerusalem-stone-clad  
reception desk. At the entrance to 
Gallery One is the large photo mo-

saic portrait of Anne Frank. 
From a series created by 
artist Robert Silvers, it is 
composed of thousands of 
small pre-WWII, WWII 
and Holocaust-period im-
ages. Our portrait was spe-
cially modified to include 
the black and white portraits 
of local SWFL Survivors 
and Liberators taken by 
photographer Erik Kellar 
for the Museum’s 10th an-

niversary. Many of them have worked 
as Museum Educators in our programs 
and/or participated in our Oral Visual 

History project, which preserves their 
testimonies about the Holocaust for 
future generations. Museum founding 
member and first curator, Lorie Mayer, 
is among those pictured.

We are grateful to the 
many donors who have given 
generously to the Capital 
Campaign for this new muse-
um. As in the previous muse-
um, information is presented 
in a logical and chronological 
sequence from the rise of the 
Nazi party to the postwar pe-
riod and now beyond that. It 
was important to all involved 
in the creation of this new 
museum that we preserved 
the connection to our local 
SWFL community by in-
cluding artifacts, documents 
and photographs donated by 
local residents. Throughout 
the museum you will find 
updated narratives and tech-

nology. Adding to the impact of 
the new museum is the profession-
ally designed exhibit lighting. The 
artifacts on display include both 
major pieces previously exhibited 
as well as never-before-seen items 
from our archived collections and 
recent donations. 

The additional space our new 
location provides enables us to 
now include exhibits dealing with 
the postwar period Displaced Per-
sons camps, as well as information 
on post-Holocaust genocides.

The 2019-2020 school year 
is already underway, and we have 
welcomed student groups to the new 
museum. With the larger classroom ca-
pacity and updated technology, we are 
looking forward to hosting many more 
school groups in the coming years. Our 
expanded parking will accommodate 
school and tour buses as well.

We look forward to welcoming you 
to our new home. Please save the date 

for our Grand Opening and Dedication 
Ceremony on Sunday, November 10 
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. We also hope 
to see you at the interesting exhibits 
and events we have planned for this 
coming year. Information is available 
on our website at www.Holocaust 
MuseumSWFL.org. 

In October, the “Movies That Mat-
ter” documentary film series returns for 
its second year. Each of the three films 
will be shown at the Paragon Pavilion 
Theater, 833 Vanderbilt Beach Road, 
Naples. Screenings will be at 6:30 p.m. 
An expert panel discussion will fol-
low the films to discuss how the issues 
covered affect SWFL and how to help 
combat them. Tickets are $10 and must 
be purchased online at www.Holocaust 
MuseumSWFL.org. Here are the dates/
films to be shown: Wednesday, October 
16 – Invisible Hands – about child labor 
and child trafficking; Wednesday, Octo-
ber 23 – A Place at the Table – about 
hunger in America; Wednesday, October 

30 – Heroin(e) – about three women 
battling the opioid epidemic.

For details on how you can support 
the museum’s education programs or 
sponsor exhibits and events, contact me 
at susan@HolocaustMuseumSWFL.org 
or call 239.263.9200. I am excited for 
you to see our new museum!

THE FRIENDLIEST AND ONLY REFORM SYNAGOGUE IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY. 
WE THRIVE ON LEARNING, PRAYER AND COMMUNITY SERVICE.

TEMPLE SHALOM  23190 Utica Avenue, Port Charlotte, FL
Offi ce 941-625-2116  •  President Judi Migdol 516-635-9871
www.templeshalomfl .com                         Please like us on Facebook

OPEN HOUSE
SEPTEMBER 15, 10:00AM–12:00NOON

Refreshments served

Relaxed Shabbat: Early Service/Dinner
Adult Education

Book Discussions/Meet the Author
Jewish Film Festival

High Holy Days and Festival Services
Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi

Ceramic Judaica Program
Weekly Mah Jongg
Religious School

Jewish Musical Events
Community Hanukkah Celebration

Karaoke Nights
Friday Evening Speaker Program

Sisterhood
Community Passover Seder

Mitzvah Day
Sukkot Decorating and Services

Community Outreach

Get to know our synagogue

To Embrace, Promote, and Teach Jewish Life and Values
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Discover the Perfect Setting for Your 
Retirement in Southwest Florida

Location. Location. 
Shell Point.

 
EXPLORE SHELL POINT TODAY!

ATTEND A DISCOVERY SEMINAR | 9:30 A.M.

Tuesday
 September 10

Tuesday
 September 17

Tuesday
 September 24

Tuesday
 October 1

Morton and Dorothy Zablotsky
(Oakmont)

EXPLORE TODAY!  Call (239) 529-4749 or 1-800-780-1131 or visit www.shellpoint.org
Shell Point is located in Fort Myers on the banks of the Caloosahatchee River just 2 miles from the Islands of Sanibel and Captiva. 

Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc. ©2019 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-4001-19

It’s Paradise Here
From the moment we came to Shell Point, we felt 
welcomed. After leaving our friends and family on 
the East Coast, we found an abundance of friendly 
neighbors, exciting programming and wellness 
opportunites. Seven years later, we couldn’t 
be happier in our beautiful home and with the 
wonderful life we’ve created in the community.

‘‘ ‘‘

Unparalleled setting. Unparalleled lifestyle.™

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

®

OUR COMMUNITY

for our Grand Opening and Dedication 
Ceremony on Sunday, November 10 
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. We also hope 
to see you at the interesting exhibits 
and events we have planned for this 
coming year. Information is available 
on our website at www.Holocaust 
MuseumSWFL.org. 

In October, the “Movies That Mat-
ter” documentary film series returns for 
its second year. Each of the three films 
will be shown at the Paragon Pavilion 
Theater, 833 Vanderbilt Beach Road, 
Naples. Screenings will be at 6:30 p.m. 
An expert panel discussion will fol-
low the films to discuss how the issues 
covered affect SWFL and how to help 
combat them. Tickets are $10 and must 
be purchased online at www.Holocaust 
MuseumSWFL.org. Here are the dates/
films to be shown: Wednesday, October 
16 – Invisible Hands – about child labor 
and child trafficking; Wednesday, Octo-
ber 23 – A Place at the Table – about 
hunger in America; Wednesday, October 

30 – Heroin(e) – about three women 
battling the opioid epidemic.

For details on how you can support 
the museum’s education programs or 
sponsor exhibits and events, contact me 
at susan@HolocaustMuseumSWFL.org 
or call 239.263.9200. I am excited for 
you to see our new museum!
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Introducing the Butterflies of Hope  
and Remembrance project
By Bette Zaret and Ida Margolis

The year 2020 is the anniversary 
of many very significant his-
torical events, from the 100th 

anniversary of the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment giving women the right 
to vote, to the 60th anniversary of the 
election of John F. Kennedy, to the 50th 
anniversary of the Kent State Massacre. 

Many 75th anniversaries of great 
significance take place in 2020, includ-
ing the anniversary of the end of WWII 
and the liberation of the Nazi concen-
tration camps. As a commemoration of 
these events, Southwest Florida will 
have many programs as part of a major 
yearlong initiative known as Butter-
flies of Hope and Remembrance. This 
project originated in Sarasota, and was 
suggested to become a SWFL initiative 
due to the vision and efforts of Bette 
Zaret and Dr. Andre Kraus. They have 
encouraged the involvement of numer-
ous organizations throughout SWFL, 
and a great number of important events 
have already been scheduled. 

The Butterflies of Hope and Re-

membrance project is not just a history 
lesson. It is a living project dedicated 
to promoting Holocaust education and 
human rights.

At the same time that the world 
is losing all World War II veterans, 
liberators and Holo-
caust survivors, there 
is a resurgence of an-
ti-Semitism and white 
nationalist groups that 
spread their insidious 
hatred. It is well known 
that the Holocaust didn’t 
start with killing, and 
most genocides didn’t 
start with killing. They 
started with measures of 
persecution, gradually 
increasing in gravity, 
from hatred, prejudice 
and discrimination to classification, iso-
lation and dehumanization. One of the 
most important lessons of the Holocaust 
is that we need to be vigilant and stop 
any form of persecution before it be-

comes genocide. We must not be lulled 
into passivity in the hope that “this too 
shall pass.”

We must educate for the future. 
Young people need to understand that 
prejudice, exclusion, stereotyping and 

intolerance have terrible 
consequences. We must 
teach kindness, respect 
and love of our fellow 
human beings, to stand 
up against acts of hate 
and, especially, not stand 
by to watch them happen. 
Thus, it is increasingly 
important to continue to 
educate our youth. 

The title of this proj-
ect was inspired by a poem 
entitled “The Butterfly,” 
written in 1942 by Pavel 

Friedmann while he was imprisoned in 
the Theresienstadt concentration camp. 
Friedmann was deported to Auschwitz 
in 1944, where he perished. In many 
cultures, butterflies are deep and pow-

erful representations of life and rebirth. 
People around the world view the but-
terfly as representing the wonder of 
nature, endurance, change, life, freedom 
and hope for a more beautiful future. 

During the coming year, many 
groups throughout Southwest Florida 
will be working with community part-
ners, schools, teachers, libraries, univer-
sities and faith-based organizations to 
support and participate in programming 
for this yearlong initiative. In addition to 
commemorative events, there will be a 
variety of educational programs, speak-
ers, films, musical programs, displays 
and art exhibits designed to involve the 
entire community. 

Please join us as we pay tribute to 
and honor those and their families who 
endured the atrocities of the Holocaust; 
to the Righteous Among the Nations 
who, at great risk, helped to rescue 
them; and to those who liberated them. 
Let’s stand up together to resist all ex-
pressions of discrimination and hatred, 

EXPERIENCE THE SEEDS OF  POSSIBILITY
Joyful     Inspirational     Musical     Traditional     Meaningful      

5780HIGH  HOLY  DAYS  

EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Reserve your seat today!
 
For tickets, schedule and 
more information visit
shalomlifecenter.org or call
239-218-3433 or Email:
info@shalomlifecenter.org

Join  Rabbi Lawrence and Robin Dermer 
along with your Shalom Life Center family for an 

extraordinary High Holy Days experience featuring our 
 choir, musical ensemble and world class accompanist. 

Rosh Hashanah, Tashlich, Kol Nidre,  a Meditative 
Healing Concert, Yom Kippur and our 

Fabulous Break the Fast Feast will be held at the 
Grandezza Country Club, 11481 Grand Oak Blvd., Estero

The Center for Judaic, Holocaust, 
and Genocide Studies at Florida 
Gulf Coast University (FGCU) 

will host its first-ever Scholar-in-Resi-
dence during September.

Dr. Jennifer Rich comes from 
Rowan University, New Jersey, and is 
Co-Director of the Rowan Center for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies. A 
well-known commentator on contem-
porary events relating to the Jewish 
community, she will present a number 
of lectures to FCGU students regarding 
aspects of education and the Holocaust.

Dr. Rich’s first address at FGCU 

continued on next page
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erful representations of life and rebirth. 
People around the world view the but-
terfly as representing the wonder of 
nature, endurance, change, life, freedom 
and hope for a more beautiful future. 

During the coming year, many 
groups throughout Southwest Florida 
will be working with community part-
ners, schools, teachers, libraries, univer-
sities and faith-based organizations to 
support and participate in programming 
for this yearlong initiative. In addition to 
commemorative events, there will be a 
variety of educational programs, speak-
ers, films, musical programs, displays 
and art exhibits designed to involve the 
entire community. 

Please join us as we pay tribute to 
and honor those and their families who 
endured the atrocities of the Holocaust; 
to the Righteous Among the Nations 
who, at great risk, helped to rescue 
them; and to those who liberated them. 
Let’s stand up together to resist all ex-
pressions of discrimination and hatred, 

Holocaust Scholar-in-Residence at FGCU  
to discuss the Second Generation
The Center for Judaic, Holocaust, 

and Genocide Studies at Florida 
Gulf Coast University (FGCU) 

will host its first-ever Scholar-in-Resi-
dence during September.

Dr. Jennifer Rich comes from 
Rowan University, New Jersey, and is 
Co-Director of the Rowan Center for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies. A 
well-known commentator on contem-
porary events relating to the Jewish 
community, she will present a number 
of lectures to FCGU students regarding 
aspects of education and the Holocaust.

Dr. Rich’s first address at FGCU 

will be a public lecture on Sunday, Sep-
tember 22 at 3:00 p.m. in Sugden Hall, 
Room 111. No registration is necessary, 
and parking is free.

She will speak on “The Future 
of Holocaust Memory,” based on her 
forthcoming book, Keepers of Memory. 
In this, she will discuss how the Second 
and Third Generations want the Holo-
caust to be remembered as we move 
forward to a time when the survivors 
are no longer with us.

This will be a “must see” event for 
all members of the community with an 
interest in how the Holocaust might  

be remembered in the future.
For more information, contact the 

Director of the Center, Dr. Paul Bar- 

trop (pbartrop@fgcu.edu), or Associate 
Director Jessica Evers (jevers@fgcu.
edu).

Jewish National Fund welcomes Joshua Mellits  
as Western Florida Director
Jewish National Fund (JNF) is 

proud to welcome Joshua Mellits 
as its new Western Florida Direc-

tor. In this new capacity, Mellits will 
be instrumental in helping JNF connect 
the people of Western Florida – which 
includes Sarasota, Fort Myers and  
Naples – to the land and people of 
Israel, as well as support JNF’s unique 
projects that enhance the lives of  
Israelis. 

Mellits joins JNF after working in 
the development department for the 
Committee for Accuracy in Middle East 
Reporting in America (CAMERA), 
heading donor engagement and fund-
raising events.

“I am so excited to join this won-
derful organization,” said Mellits. “As 
a proud alumnus of Alexander Muss 
High School in Israel (AMHSI-JNF), 
I am eager to utilize my skills, experi-
ence and devotion to Israel to advance 
JNF’s mission of developing commu-
nity, education initiatives and essential 
infrastructure.” 

Mellits spent much of his early 
years traveling to Israel, but credits 
his hands-on, experiential education at 
AMHSI-JNF for his dedication to the 
land. Mellits graduated from the Horn-
stein Jewish Professional Leadership 
Program at Brandeis University with an 
MBA in Non-Profit Management and an 

M.A. in Jewish Professional Leadership. 
He earned a B.S. in Journalism from 
Boston University. 

Sarasota Board President Dr. Bart 
Levenson looks forward to working 
with Mellits, and said, “We are excited 
for Josh to come onboard as we work 
toward educating the community about 
JNF’s vital mission to create a more 
prosperous future for the land and 
people of Israel.”

To learn more about Jewish Na-
tional Fund in Western Florida and 
connect with Joshua Mellits directly, 
please call 941.462.1330 x865 or email 
jmellits@jnf.org. Joshua Mellits

continued on next page

Butterflies of Hope...continued from previous page
with the hope of making this world 
a better place. For more information, 
please email Ida at GenShoahSWFL@
gmail.com. 
Save the dates for these 
upcoming programs:

 ¡ Sunday, November 17 at 2:30 p.m.: 
Kristallnacht Commemoration. 
Join us for the kickoff to Butter-
flies of Hope and Remembrance at 
Saint John the Evangelist Catholic 
Church, 625 111 Ave. N. No reser-
vations needed.

 ¡ Friday, January 10 at 2:00 p.m.: 
Film screening of Not the Last 
Butterfly at South Regional Li-
brary, 8065 Lely Cultural Parkway, 
Naples. Accompanying art exhibit. 
RSVP beginning in December at 
collierlibrary.org/events. 

 ¡ Wednesday, January 15 at 2:00 
p.m.: Discussion of Alyson Rich-
man’s historical novel The Lost 
Wife at South Regional Library. 
RSVP beginning in December at 

collierlibrary.org/events. 
 ¡ Sunday, January 26 at 2:00 p.m.: 

To commemorate International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, a 
film screening of Defiant Requiem, 
Temple Shalom, 4630 Pine Ridge 
Road, Naples. RSVP at holocaust 
museumswfl.org.

 ¡ Monday, January 27, time TBA: 
International Holocaust Remem-
brance Day film screening of The 
Boys of Terezin, Holocaust Museum 
& Cohen Education Center, 975 
Imperial Golf Course Blvd., Suite 
108, Naples. RSVP at holocaust 
museumswfl.org.

 ¡ Wednesday, March 18 at 6:30 p.m.: 
Film screening of Footsteps of 
My Father, presentation by Perry 
Switzen about his father, a libera-
tor, along with honoring liberators, 
Holocaust Museum & Cohen Edu-
cation Center. RSVP at holocaust 
museumswfl.org.

BAT MITZVAH

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your Life Cycle  
events – births, B’nai Mitzvah, engagements, etc.  

Submit your events to LChayim36@gmail.com. 

Olivia Shanti Kushner, daughter 
of Neena and Jonas Kushner and 
granddaughter of Roberta and Jef-
frey Kushner, will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Satur-
day, August 31.

Olivia, an 8th grader and a 
member of the National Junior 
Honor Society at Paul Laurence 
Dunbar Middle School, loves all 

animals, especially dogs! She also enjoys representing the school in tennis and 
band, along with playing violin, learning magic tricks, skateboarding, sewing 
and many other craft related projects. 

Olivia spent two weeks in Israel over the summer and had the amazing 
opportunity to read from the Torah at the Western Wall as well. 

For her mitzvah project, Olivia continued a year-long collection of food, 
toys and other supplies for the animals at Gulf Coast Humane Society. 

Olivia is grateful to all her Hebrew School teachers at Temple Beth El, 
Rabbi Nicole Luna and Morah Dale Cohen for their love and support in her 
commitment to Judaism. Olivia will enjoy celebrating this accomplishment 
with her family and friends.
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One family’s story of hope and triumph over evil

As the number of Holocaust 
survivors continues to dwindle, 
only a scant remnant remains 

to tell their stories and verify the facts. 
Scholars continue to explore the field, 
but testimony is so much richer than the 

results of research. 
Dr. Judy Stone, the 
daughter of survi-
vors and, with this 
book, the voice 
for both the sur-
vivors of a large, 
extended Jewish-
Hungarian family 
and their memo-
ries of those who 
perished, connects 

the past with the present in an inspired 
and chilling way.

The time came when Judy Stone 
knew that it was up to her to convey the 
traumas of her elders, giving meaning 
to their perseverance and courage, re-
membering their trials and tribulations, 
and acknowledging that the dead can 
tell no tales – whether those who died 
in the nightmare of the Holocaust or 
those who survived it either speechless 
or simply mortal. In the latter case, the 
author needed to get their stories before 
it was too late. 

It’s all here, the result of commit-
ted passion lifting the heavy weight of  
assumed responsibility. 

This is one of the answers to the 
haunting question “who will tell our 
story?” that becomes more pressing 
every year.

Dr. Stone has a second motive for 

Andrew Gross is a NY Times & bestselling author of nine novels, plus 
co-author of 5 novels with James Patterson. Other recent novels 

include: No Way Back, Everything To Lose  & most recently,                   
One Mile Under.   

Wednesday,  

November 13th 

6:00-7:30 P.M. 
9701 Commerce Center Ct. 

Fort Myers, Fl.  33908 

 

 

Thank you to our generous 
dinner sponsor: 

RSVP is Required  
239.481.4449 or email:  

debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

 

A light dairy dinner will be served. 

Free & open to the community. 

 

The Shalva Band: music that changes lives
By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

What better way to start the 
Jewish New Year than with 
the recognition of a band 

that defies convention and allows us 
to realize the potential of those often 
overlooked. We commend the Shalva 

Band for “inspir-
ing us to think 
differently about 
how we recognize 
disabilities.”

Take the Eu-
rovision contest 
this past May. 
Held in Tel Aviv, 
the audience was 
wowed by music 

groups from every country in the world. 
But over the top was the Shalva Band, 
which caused a virtual sensation with 

its unique sound and personality. This 
year, Israel chose the Shalva Band to 
represent the country in the Eurovision 
competition. This talented music group 
is comprised of eight musicians who 
perform by invitation around Israel in a 
variety of cultural and dignitary events. 
But this is a group with a difference! 
Each member of the group speaks en-
thusiastically about how music affects 
them personally.

The performers are musicians who 
live with a variety of physical dis-
abilities including blindness, Down 
syndrome, and physical and visual 
impairments. Wherever they perform 
they create a stir. And so it was with 
the Eurovision audience this year. 
Unfortunately, the group dropped out 
of the finals in order to avoid perform-

ing on the Sabbath. Efforts to bend the 
rules with the Eurovision leaders were 
unsuccessful. However, the band did 
not go unnoticed after an emotional 
performance at Thursday night’s semi-
final, where, in a guest appearance, it 
received widespread praise internation-
ally for its message of inclusiveness and 
acceptance. Performing the song “A 
Million Dreams,” the group was thrilled 
to receive many invitations from foreign 
countries directly after its performance.

The group was formed in 2005 as 
part of the rehabilitative efforts of the 
Israeli Shalva organization that supports 
individuals with disabilities and their 
families. As part of their work/study/
volunteer program, the talents of these 
students were discovered in their music 
therapy program. Their bios are readily 
available on the internet, and reading 
about the members of the band is an 
inspiring experience.

There is Tal Kima, who has Down 
syndrome and has been attending 
Shalva since the age of six. It was here 
that his talent for playing the drums 
was discovered. Anael Khalifa, who 
was born blind, began singing at the 
age of five. She moved to Israel from 
France when she was eight. Singing 
was a tool that helped her adjust to her 
new school when she could not speak 
the language. Dina Samteh was born in 
Manipur, India, and came to Israel at 
the age of 10. Despite being blind, she 
captivates audiences with her beautiful 
voice. Yair Pomberg grew up in Shalva 
programs and plays rap and percussion. 
In addition to playing in the band, he 

works in Cafe Shalva, the coffee shop. 
Guy Maman, a graduate of Music Com-
position at the Jerusalem Academy of 
Music and Dance, did not let his visual 
impairment stand in the way of being an 
accomplished keyboardist. Yosef Ova-
dia, who has Williams Syndrome, joined 
the band as singer and drummer. He has 
been part of Shalva programming since 
the age of seven. Singing in the band is 
a big part of his life. Sara Samuels has 
volunteered at Shalva for many years. 
She is a talented guitarist and has trav-
eled internationally with the band. 

Band Director Shai Ben Shushan 
has been directing the Shalva Band 
for 12 years. As a member of an elite 
army unit, he suffered a life-threatening  
injury. After an extensive rehabilita-
tion, he decided to give back to the 
community by creating a professional 
band. About the Shalva Band, he says, 
“It’s so moving to see they have become 
talented and professional musicians, 
and stand together with any musician 
out there.”

“Music lights up my life, music 
makes me equal,” so aptly stated by 
Yosef Ovadia.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sarasota 
Jewish Chorale, has sung in choral 
groups for over 25 years. A retired edu-
cator, she is a graduate of the Gulf Coast 
Community Leadership Foundation. A 
member of the Jewish Congregation 
of Venice, the Venice Chorale and the 
Sarasota Jewish Chorale, her interest 
in choral music has led to this series 
of articles on Jewish Folk Music in the 
Diaspora.

Y O U R  O N E - S T O P  S H O P  F O R  
Ceramic & Porcelain Tile, Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT),  
Decorative Mosaics and Carpet, plus all the tools  

and materials you’ll need for installation!

Mention you saw us in L’Chayim 
or show your military

veteran ID for an extra

5% OFF!

Fort Myers 239-267-1445
16165 S. Tamiami Trail 

Cape Coral 239-772-5815
916 SE 15th Avenuewww.pcctile.com

DIRECT IMPORTERS • LARGE IN-STOCK INVENTORY • GREAT PRICES

Stay connected all month long at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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n Phil  
   Jason

One family’s story of hope and triumph over evil
Book review by Philip K. Jason, Special to L’CHAYIM

As the number of Holocaust 
survivors continues to dwindle, 
only a scant remnant remains 

to tell their stories and verify the facts. 
Scholars continue to explore the field, 
but testimony is so much richer than the 

results of research. 
Dr. Judy Stone, the 
daughter of survi-
vors and, with this 
book, the voice 
for both the sur-
vivors of a large, 
extended Jewish-
Hungarian family 
and their memo-
ries of those who 
perished, connects 

the past with the present in an inspired 
and chilling way.

The time came when Judy Stone 
knew that it was up to her to convey the 
traumas of her elders, giving meaning 
to their perseverance and courage, re-
membering their trials and tribulations, 
and acknowledging that the dead can 
tell no tales – whether those who died 
in the nightmare of the Holocaust or 
those who survived it either speechless 
or simply mortal. In the latter case, the 
author needed to get their stories before 
it was too late. 

It’s all here, the result of commit-
ted passion lifting the heavy weight of  
assumed responsibility. 

This is one of the answers to the 
haunting question “who will tell our 
story?” that becomes more pressing 
every year.

Dr. Stone has a second motive for 

religious than others 
but generally followers 
of traditional Jewish 
customs, established 
and maintained house-
holds, educated them-
selves, ran businesses, 
and watched – with 
growing concern – 
the beastly takeover 
of Hungary and the 
ascendance of Nazi rule. In late 1938, 
they heard about Kristallnacht and then 
later (after German occupation) saw it 
paralleled in their hometown of Sáránd. 
Soon after, everything was gone. Hun-
garian Jews were either in hiding or 
essentially prisoners of the Nazi empire. 

Dr. Stone tells their stories, which 
include their various relationships, in 
an accessible, colorful style. We get to 
know them. We see them in full dis-

orientation after the Al-
lies turn the tide of war. 
We see them attempt 
(often with success) to 
rebuild their lives. We 
see most of them, each 
in his or her own time, 
decide that Hungary is 
not the place to con-
tinue their lives. We see 
them rebuilding lives 
and having families in 

the United States. We see their children, 
Dr. Stone’s generation, participate in the 
American Dream.

We witness family reunions, tem-
porary returns to Hungary and – ulti-
mately – the deaths of the Holocaust 
generation: Dr. Stone’s mother, as well 
as her aunts, uncles and cousins. We 
know there must have been instances 
and prolonged periods of trauma, yet 
their lives turned out to be the heart-
beat of resilience. With one exception, 

Resilience: One Family’s Story  
of Hope and Triumph Over Evil  

by Judy Stone, MD.  
Mountainside MD Press. 384 pages. 

Trade paperback $17.95.

bringing her family’s Holocaust experi-
ences, and the political backgrounds of 
those experiences, to the attention of 
readers. She sees, and hopes her read-
ers will see, the parallels between what 
happened in Europe before and during 
the Holocaust years and what has been 
happening once again in Europe as well 
as in the U. S. and elsewhere. She fears 
the rise of nationalism and isolation-
ism. She fears the vilification of the 
mainstream press and the proliferation 
of hate crimes. For her, the handwriting 
is on the wall – in blood! She is bringing 
us her family history, in context, so that 
such potential atrocities are recognized 
and snuffed out early, and the hideous 
mass crimes of the past will not be 
repeated. 

Many aspects of this book are 
remarkable, among them the simple 
fact that there were so many survivors. 
The extended Ehrenfeld 
and Glattstein families 
suffered in almost every 
way one can imagine. 
They were imprisoned 
into forced labor inside 
and outside of concen-
tration camps, places 
whose names we know 
all too well. They were 
tortured. They suffered 
from malnutrition, ex-
haustion and sheer barbarism. Among 
them were Judy’s mother and father. 
She writes at length about her parents’ 
siblings – her aunts and uncles. These 
people have stories now told because 
Judy drew their stories out, laboriously, 
and over a long period of time. 

Listen to the names: Magdus (the 
author’s mother), Bözsi, Miklos, Klari, 
Kati, Pista, Miki (the author’s father) 
and Sanyi. 

These Hungarian Jews, some more 

these survivors lived into their 
eighties and nineties. Only one 
person could write this impor-
tant and necessary book.
About the author
Dr. Judy Stone, with her long-
standing interest in genealogy 
and oral history, has fulfilled the 
wishes of her mother by research-
ing and writing her survivor fam-
ily’s memoir.

Professionally, she is an infec-
tious disease physician who is experi-
enced in conducting clinical research. 
She is the author of Conducting Clini-
cal Research: A Practical Guide for 
Physicians, Nurses, Study Coordinates, 
and Investigators, which is a text used 
widely in medical education.

For 25 years, she ran a solo practice 
in rural Cumberland, Maryland, and she 
now cares for patients part-time as a 
locum tenens (substitute) physician. She 
graduated from Washington University 
in St. Louis, then completed medical 
school at the University of Maryland, 
residency at Rochester General Hospital 
(New York) and a fellowship at West 
Virginia University.

Dr. Stone is a Forbes Pharma and 
Healthcare contributor and former col-
umnist for Scientific American.

Proceeds from this book are do-
nated by Dr. Stone to organizations that 
promote Holocaust education.
Philip K. Jason is Professor Emeri-
tus of English from the United States 
Naval Academy. He reviews regularly 
for Florida Weekly, Washington Inde-
pendent Review of Books, Southern 
Literary Review, other publications and 
the Jewish Book Council. Please visit 
Phil’s website at www.philjason.word 
press.com.

Dr. Judy Stone

Best wishes for a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year to our Bat Yam family and friends, whether in SWFL or elsewhere!

2019 – HIGH HOLY DAYS WORSHIP – 5780
RABBI STEPHEN FUCHS • CANTOR MURRAY SIMON

ABIGAIL ALLISON piano accompanist
Services are held in the Fellowship Hall of the SANIBEL CONGREGATIONAL UCC

2050 PERIWINKLE WAY, SANIBEL unless otherwise noted

NO TICKETS ARE REQUIRED for services, but donations are welcome
For more information, visit BATYAM.ORG

Selichot
EVENING SERVICE Saturday, SEPTEMBER 21 at 7:30pm, 1839 Farm Trail Road, Sanibel

Rosh Hashanah
EVENING SERVICE  Sunday, SEPTEMBER 29 at 7:30pm
MORNING SERVICE  Monday, SEPTEMBER 30 at 10:00am
TASHLICH (casting out of sins) Monday, SEPTEMBER 30 at 1:00pm, 1605 Middle Gulf Drive, Unit 128, Sanibel

Yom Kippur
KOL NIDRE  Tuesday, OCTOBER 8 at 7:30pm
MORNING SERVICE  Wednesday, OCTOBER 9 at 10:00am
 CONGREGANTS’ HOUR  following the morning service • featuring refl ections from three congregants
 SERVICE OF MUSIC & MEDITATION  3:00pm • featuring cellist Susannah Kelly and pianist Abigail Allison
AFTERNOON SERVICE  4:00pm • includes a discussion of the Book of Jonah, the Yom Kippur afternoon Haftorah, 
 and Yizkor/Memorial service
BREAK-THE-FAST  6:00pm in Heron Hall • Reservations required • Contact Esta Berger at erb1882@aol.com

Bat    Yam
2019 – HIGH HOLY DAYS WORSHIP – 5780

Bat    Yam
Temple of the Islands

A REFORM JEWISH CONGREGATION SERVING SANIBEL, CAPTIVA, FORT MYERS & SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES 

The Shalva Band: music that changes lives
works in Cafe Shalva, the coffee shop. 
Guy Maman, a graduate of Music Com-
position at the Jerusalem Academy of 
Music and Dance, did not let his visual 
impairment stand in the way of being an 
accomplished keyboardist. Yosef Ova-
dia, who has Williams Syndrome, joined 
the band as singer and drummer. He has 
been part of Shalva programming since 
the age of seven. Singing in the band is 
a big part of his life. Sara Samuels has 
volunteered at Shalva for many years. 
She is a talented guitarist and has trav-
eled internationally with the band. 

Band Director Shai Ben Shushan 
has been directing the Shalva Band 
for 12 years. As a member of an elite 
army unit, he suffered a life-threatening  
injury. After an extensive rehabilita-
tion, he decided to give back to the 
community by creating a professional 
band. About the Shalva Band, he says, 
“It’s so moving to see they have become 
talented and professional musicians, 
and stand together with any musician 
out there.”

“Music lights up my life, music 
makes me equal,” so aptly stated by 
Yosef Ovadia.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sarasota 
Jewish Chorale, has sung in choral 
groups for over 25 years. A retired edu-
cator, she is a graduate of the Gulf Coast 
Community Leadership Foundation. A 
member of the Jewish Congregation 
of Venice, the Venice Chorale and the 
Sarasota Jewish Chorale, her interest 
in choral music has led to this series 
of articles on Jewish Folk Music in the 
Diaspora.
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to 
be Jewish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish 
have at least one Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than  
Judaism – and don’t identify with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts 
to Judaism, of course, are also identified as Jewish.

Nate Bloom (see column above) has become a family history expert in 10 
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help 
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a 
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start 
with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:
Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number. 
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that 
goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible. 
The first search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also,  
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate 
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out 
great for them. So contact him about this as well.

Interested in Your  
Family’s History?

The Emmys – a Very Partial List
The Primetime Emmys, for excellence 
in TV, will be presented, on Fox, on 
Sunday, September 22. There will be 
no host. I won’t attempt to name all the 
Jewish nominees. I will limit myself to 
the acting categories. The number of 
Emmy categories is ever increasing, 
as are the number of nominees in most 
categories (used to be five, now it can 
be up to eight). Many categories, like 
guest star actor/actress, documentaries 
and music (composing) awards have 
been moved to the newish “Creative 
Arts” Emmys, which are presented on 
September 14 and 15. 

MICHAEL DOUGLAS, 74 (The 
Kominsky Method on Netflix), and 
EUGENE LEVY, 72 (Schitt’s Creek on 
Pop TV), are nominated for the Emmy 
for lead actor in a comedy series. There 
are four other nominees. NATASHA 
LYONNE, 40 (Russian Doll on Netflix), 
competes for lead actress in a comedy 
series with five other women. 

PATRICIA ARQUETTE ,  51 
(whose late mother was Jewish), com-
petes with JOEY KING, 20, for the lead 
actress in a limited series or TV movie 
Emmy. Their competition is a bit weird. 
Arquette is nominated for her star role 
in Escape from Dannemora, a limited 
Showtime series. King is nominated for 
her star role in The Act, a limited Hulu 
series. Arquette played King’s mother 
in The Act and earned a second Emmy 
nomination this year – for best support-
ing actress in a limited series – for her 
role in The Act. She is the only Jewish 
nominee in this supporting category. 

HENRY WINKLER, 73 (Barry 
on HBO), and ALAN ARKIN, 85 (The 
Kominsky Method), vie for the support-
ing actor in a comedy series Emmy. 
They compete with Tony Shalhoub, who 
isn’t Jewish, but is nominated for play-
ing a Jewish character in The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel on Amazon Prime. Three 
other actors also compete. 

ALEX BORSTEIN, 48 (Mrs. 
Maisel), and SARAH GOLDBERG, 
34 (Barry), vie for the supporting ac-
tress in a comedy series Emmy. They 
compete with Marin Hinkle, who isn’t 
Jewish, but plays a Jewish character in 
Mrs. Maisel. Three other actresses also 
compete. Meanwhile, JULIA GAR-
NER, 25 (Ozark on Netflix), snared an 
Emmy nomination for best supporting 
actress in a drama series. 

As I said, guest stars are relegated 
to the Creative Arts Emmys. ADAM 
SANDLER, 52, vies for the guest ac-
tor in a comedy series Emmy (Saturday 
Night Live), and MAYA RUDOLPH, 

47, is nominated as best guest actress in 
a comedy series (A Good Place). 

Creative Arts Emmys are also 
given for best actor and actress in a 
“short form comedy or drama series. 
No Jewish guys are “noms,” but three 
Jewish women snared nominations: 
ILANA GLAZER, 32, and ABBI  
JACOBSON, 35, the stars of the re-
cently concluded Broad City comedy 
series on Comedy Central, also starred 
in an “off-season” short sketch show 
called Hack into Broad City and are 
nominated for Hack. They compete with 
JESSICA HECHT, 54, who starred in 
Special on Netflix. 
Now for Something Very Different
Next month, I’ll cover the new TV 
shows that begin late this month (not 
many) or next month (many) with a 
Jewish cast member(s). But here’s 
something I get asked about frequently: 
the Jewish ties of those seeking the 
Democratic presidential nomination. 
Here goes:

Two candidates are “just plain 
Jewish” – Vermont Senator BERNIE 
SANDERS, 77, and author/lecturer 
MARIANNE WILLIAMSON, 67. 
Her father changed the family name 
Vishnevetsky to Williamson. Marianne 
was raised a Conservative Jew and 
does mention being Jewish in public 
speeches. 

Colorado Senator MICHAEL 
BENNETT, 54, is the son of a Protes-
tant father (with Mayflower passenger 
ancestry) and a Jewish mother. His 
mother, SUSANNE, was only a baby 
when she and her parents were impris-
oned in the Warsaw Ghetto. Susanne 
was smuggled out of Poland. Susanne’s 
mother found refuge in a Catholic con-
vent and her father managed to survive 
the labor camps. Bennett’s mother’s 
family, who came to the States in 
1950, were never observant Jews. The 
Senator’s father identified as a Chris-
tian, but was not churchgoing. Bennett 
was raised with exposure to both his 
heritages, but not really in any faith. 
He says he believes in God, but is not a 
practicing “anything.” 

Tom Steyer, a California billion-
aire who has long bankrolled a public 
relations campaign promoting the 
impeachment of Donald Trump, is the 
son of a non-practicing Jewish father 
and an Episcopalian mother. Around 
age 40, he decided to become an ac-
tive Episcopalian. In his campaign 
announcement, he did herald his fa-
ther’s WWII Navy service and his 
father’s time as a Nuremberg trials  
prosecutor.

High Holiday Service Schedule 
2019-5780

Please join us for any of the above services.  
Tickets are required for non-members.  

Please call the Temple Beth Shalom office  
for reservations and pricing at 239-772-4555.

Temple Beth Shalom
702 SE 24th Avenue

Cape Coral
239-772-4555

www.templebethshalomcc.org

Rosh Hashanah Services
Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, September 29
 7:30pm - Services
Rosh Hashanah, Monday September 30
 10:00am - Services
 11:00am - Children’s Service
 Light luncheon and Taschlich Ceremony following  
 the morning services at Temple Beth Shalom

Cemetery Visitation Service
Sunday, October 6
 11:00 am - Coral Ridge Cemetery (corner of   
     Chiquita and Pine Island Road) 
 We will remember and honor our dearly departed  
 loved ones – no matter where they are buried.

Yom Kippur Services
Tuesday, October 8
 7:30pm - Kol Nidre Service
Wednesday, October 9
 10:00am - 1:00pm - Morning Service
 11:00am - Children’s Service
 3:30pm - Mincha, followed by Yizkor Memorial and  
 Neilah Services, Concluding Shofar and Havdalah
 Approx. 6:00pm - Break-the-Fast at Sundown  
 (reservations required)

2
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The many colors of wine
By The Wine Whisperer

n Jerry  
    Greenfield

The first thing we need to re-
member about color in wine 
is that all grape juice is white. 

Red wine gets its color (and its flavor) 
when the juice is left on the skins of 
the crushed grapes for a certain period 
of time. White grape skins don’t impart 
color – that comes from the aging and 

how much con-
tact with oak (if 
any) the wine-
maker decides to 
use.

But under-
standing color 
is important be-
cause color and 
clarity give us 
important clues 

about what’s waiting for us when we 
get ready to swirl, sniff and sip.

The color and body of a wine is 
the result of both nature and nurture. In 
French they call the process of wine-
making elevage, which means “up-
bringing.” You make wine like you 
raise a child – according to them, any-
way.

It all starts, of course, in the vine-
yard. Certain grapes have more natu-
ral sweetness or acidity or color than 
others. Some are really black, others 
are purple. There are similar variations 
of color and intensity in white grapes. 
And color also depends on the level 
or ripeness when harvest time rolls 
around. But once in the cellar, it’s up 
to the winemaker to apply his or her 
style and approach to the final product. 
There are lots of ways to do that.

For red wines, how long do we 
leave the juice in contact with the 
skins? For example, rose wines are 
made by draining the juice off red 
grape skins very quickly, so it gets a 
very faint pink color. Longer contact, 
more color. Then, what else can we do 
to extract the most color, flavor and 
structure from the grapes?

First, we can “punch down.” After 
the crush, the skins rise to the top of the 
liquid and form a layer called a cap. If 
you press the skins back down into the 
juice (usually a few times a day) you’ll 
extract more color, flavor and other 
structural components. Having had the 
opportunity to do it myself, I can tell 
you it’s hard work.

Many wineries have a system that 
pumps the wine from the bottom of 
the vat to the top, and as it settles back 
down through the cap, more flavor and 
color come out. This is called “pump-
ing over,” which is also usually done a 
few times a day.

White wines don’t get color from 
skin contact. The color comes from 
two conditions: the age of the wine 
and its contact with oak. White wines 
gain color as they age, so darker wines 
will often be older. If the color is very 
pale, the wine is young and unoaked. 
A darker color is your tipoff that the 
wine has spent some time in a barrel. 
Also, the wine can be made sweeter by 
extended skin-to-juice contact and will 
have a bit more pigment in it.

So when you start evaluating your 
wine, tip the glass sideways over a white 
surface, notice the brightness and color 
intensity…then swirl, sniff and sip!

Here are some new favorites:
Ehlers Estate Cabernet Franc St. 

Helena 2015 ($65) – A premium offer-
ing from the heart of Napa Valley, an 
intense wine with plump red berry fla-
vors, black cherry, and well-balanced 
acidity and tannic structure. Decant 
this one for a while. WW 94

Ryder Estate Chardonnay Mon-
terey County 2017 ($13) – Stainless 
steel fermentation preserves the fresh 
fruit flavors of this aromatic Chardon-
nay. Savor the red apple and white 
peach aromas and flavors, accented by 
notes of vanilla and honey. WW 90
Ask the Wine Whisperer
I’m planning a vacation to Napa and 

Sonoma. What wineries should I visit? 
– Cameron S., Miami

The header of my Facebook page 
says, “The only thing more satisfying 
than drinking wine is discovering it.” 
So I suggest going to wineries you nev-
er heard of. Bypass the big elaborate 
tasting rooms and stop in at the smaller 
places off the main roads. There’s a 
good chance you’ll have a more per-
sonal experience, maybe spend some 

time with the winemaker – and you’ll 
find some great wines you didn’t know 
about before.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er. He is Creative Director of Green-
field Media & Marketing, and Wine 
Director of the international Direct 
Cellars wine club. His new book, Ask 
the Wine Whisperer, has just been pub-
lished. Read his other writings at www.
winewhisperer.com. 

Senior Outreach Program 

Let us know if you will be  
driving or if you would like  
a volunteer to pick you up. 

 
RSVP—Jodi Cohen 

239-481-4449, ext. 2 or 
jodicohen@jfedlcc.org 

Come out for lunch, see familiar  
faces and meet new friends at  

our free monthly senior lunches 

Thursday, September  19th 
12:30 PM 
Brookdale College Parkway 
8351 College Parkway 
Fort Myers 
RSVP by Friday, Sept. 13th 
 
Thursday, October 17th 
12:00 PM 
Temple Judea 
14486 A and W Bulb Rd. 
Fort Myers 
RSVP by Friday, Oct. 11th 

NEW LISTING! DON’T MISS THIS ONE!

9530 Mirada Boulevard, Fort Myers ~ $436,000
Beautifully designed, completely furnished, 

all new 4 BR/3 BA lakefront model home
Less than 1/2 mile from Health Park in the gated Mirada community

Two-Car Garage • Pool & Hot Tub • Screened-in Patio
Stainless/Granite • Solar Electric • Alexa Smart Home

Contact BOB VINIKOOR
239-258-1102 • bob@gosouthnow.com

Let me help you buy or sell your home!
www.GoSouthNow.com

“Our greatest marker of success is  
the client’s wholehearted trust
and confi dence in us.”
Weinstein Wilkes Financial Group
Raymond James Financial 
Services, Inc.

13720 Six Mile Cypress Parkway #1, Fort Myers, FL 33912
239-768-1490 • 888-768-1490 • raymondjames.com/weinsteinwilkes
Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, 
Inc. Weinstein Wilkes Financial Group is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of 

Raymond James Financial Services.

 

Ronny S Taschner  DDS 
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology 

 
Jennifer Taschner  DDS  MMSc 

Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology 
 

 
1645 Medical Lane,  Fort Myers, FL 

 
Phone 239-936-0635 

Visit Our Website  www.taschnerperio.com 
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The dish of the year: Israeli 
arayes – recipe by Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

My first kosher catering busi-
ness opened in Southwest 
Florida 20 years ago. It 

served food similar to the real Israeli 
food I was introduced to as I was grow-
ing up in Israel. We wiped pita through 
hummus and baba ghanoush. Almost 
nobody knew what falafel was, exactly, 
except that it was delicious. My “Middle 
Eastern/Israeli” catering business was 
one of the oldest in the area. Since then, 
when it comes to describing what it is 
to eat hummus and cucumber-tomato 
salads and the like, categorizing yourself 
in blanket terms like “Middle Eastern” 
or “Mediterranean” has been the norm.

But lately, you may have seen a new 
willingness to serve not just a general 
“Middle Eastern” cuisine, but Israeli 
food. It’s something that’s been happen-
ing across the U.S. with more Middle 
Eastern and Mediterranean chains and 
restaurants, many of them explicitly 
billing themselves as Israeli. It’s hard 
not to notice.

I love how today’s food trends have 
made Israeli food so popular. Otherwise, 
nobody would have heard of arayes – 
crispy, grilled pita bread sandwiches 
that are stuffed with seasoned minced 
meat. The meat can be beef or lamb. 
The pita can be baked, grilled or toasted. 
The main thing is that it’s crispy on the 
outside, juicy on the inside and delicious 
all over. The word arayes is the plural of 
arusa, which in Arabic means “bride.” 
Some ascribe the connection to the 
marriage of the pita and meat, or to the 
meat that is wrapped in the pita the way 
a bride is wrapped in her wedding dress.

This Levantine street food, which 
was virtually unknown in most parts of 
Israel until recently, has become more 
and more trendy in the past three or 
four years. In the last few years, places 
serving it have been popping up all over 
the country.

What I love even more than tradi-
tional arayes, is that chefs have 
been creating their own adapta-
tion of the classic for a fun twist, 
like Fish Arayes, and I’ve been 
seeing lots of other variations 
of the traditional filling as well.

These crispy meat sand-
wiches are very easy to prepare 
and are a great crowd pleaser. 
It’s no wonder that it became so 
popular and also that it’s man-
aged to stay trendy for quite a 
while.

While I’m usually one for turning 
tradition on its head, I loved my classic 
recipe so much that I went with it. To 
make these flatbread sandwiches, pitas 
are stuffed with minced or ground meat 
and traditional aromatics, and then 
baked for the perfect bite. My arayes 
features lamb and beef, seasoned with 
my own version of baharat – a Middle 
Eastern blend of spices like coriander, 
cardamom and allspice. On the side, 
you can serve with tahini and spicy 
tomato salad. 
Ingredients:

• 1 pound minced meat (lamb, beef, 
or mixed lamb and beef)

• 1 medium onion, finely chopped 
or grated

• 2 large cloves garlic, finely chopped
• 1 teaspoon salt
• ½ teaspoon ground black pepper
• 1 pinch coriander
• 1 pinch cardamom
• 1 pinch nutmeg
• 1 pinch cinnamon
• 1 teaspoon cumin
• 1 teaspoon allspice
• ¼ teaspoon harissa spice (optional)
• 1 cup fresh parsley leaves, chopped
• 1 jalapeno pepper 
• 1 tablespoon mayonnaise 
• 4 pita breads (or 8 mini)
• 1 tablespoon canola oil
• ¼ cup olive oil
• 4 medium tomatoes

• 2 cloves garlic
• juice of 1½ lemons
• 1 small red onion
• 2 tablespoons tahini paste
 X Preheat the oven to 375 F.
 X Begin with making the ground 

beef mixture so that it has time to 
marinate. Combine the ground beef 
with chopped yellow onion, ½ cup 
chopped parsley, 1 minced garlic 
clove, ½ jalapeno finely chopped, 
olive oil, cumin, salt, pepper, all-
spice, cinnamon, chopped parsley 
and mayonnaise. Mix well with 
your hands. If you are using the 
harissa spice, add it to the mixture 
as well. Then set aside.

 X For the tahini, add tahini paste, juice 
of ½ lemon, salt, pepper for taste, 2 
ice cubes, 1 tablespoon water and 1 
clove minced garlic into food pro-
cessor. Incorporate until it’s creamy 
and smooth. If too watery, add  

more tahini paste; if it’s too thick, 
add more water.

 X For the tomato salad, dice the to-
matoes and combine with diced red 
onion, remaining chopped parsley, 
remaining jalapeno, remaining lem-
on juice, salt and pepper for taste.

 X Cut the pita bread in half, making 
two moon shape pieces. (If you are 
using mini pita, you don’t need to 
cut the mini bread. Use it whole.) 

 X Stuff each one with a fistful of the 
spiced beef mixture. 

 X Using a brush, brush the bread with 
a little olive oil on both sides.

 X Preheat the canola oil in a large pan.
 X Sear the pitas beef-side down in 

the pan for 1 minute or until the 
beef has crisped up. Then, flip to 
the other sides of the pita and fry 
for 30 seconds each, until a crispy 
crust forms.

 X Transfer the crispy stuffed pitas onto 
a baking tray lined with parchment 
paper and enter into the oven to fin-
ish cooking the insides of the beef. 
Bake for 10-12 minutes. You can 
cut into one pita to check how done 
the beef is and make sure you don’t 
dry it out throughout the cooking 
process.

 X Remove the arayes from the oven. 
Arrange in a large serving platter.

 X Top with tomato salad and a drizzle 
of tahini and enjoy!

 

Sunday, November 17 

Home of Karin Fine 
Circle Chair 

Address provided when you RSVP. 

RSVP by November 5  
Debbie Sanford  239.481.4449 x4  

debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

For women who are motivated by 
Jewish values & inspired to make a  
direct impact overseas & in Israel  
with collaborative donations for  

women & children in need. 
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A bright new sunrise 
brings its greetings.

So gather the apples,  
all fresh and sweet.

Now a perfectly round  
challah to welcome a king.

Add the honey, and that’s 
a feast so sweet.

A bright new sunrise  
brings its greetings.

Happy new year from  
all your friends at Publix.

Day 1.
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n Dr. Paul 
    Bartrop

Explore
More.
• 5-Star Dining

• Salon and Spa

• Creative Arts Studio

• Indoor Heated Pool

Active Senior Lifestyle 

• Fitness Center and Daily  
 Classes

• Woodworking Shop

• Utilities and Housekeeping
 Included

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care Assisted Living  |  Skilled Nursing  |  Rehabilitative Care  |  Home Health Services

Cypress Cove at HealthPark  |  10200 Cypress Cove Dr., Fort Myers  |  239-317-8511

CypressCoveLiving.org

The prescient words of Chaim A. Kaplan
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

On September 1, 1939, Nazi 
Germany invaded Poland. 
Two days later, because of the 

invasion, Britain and France declared 
war on Germany. What did this mean 
for the Jews of Europe?

Chaim Aron Kaplan, a Jewish 
educator and diarist, chronicled the 

day-to-day events of 
the Warsaw Ghet-
to, making a record 
of life there under 
German occupation. 
His observations on 
September 1, 1939 
– 80 years ago this 
month – were among 
the most prescient 

thoughts offered on what the outbreak 
of war might connote.

Kaplan was born in 1880 in Goro-
dishche (Horodyszcze), a village in 
Belorussia in the Russian Empire. He 
was educated at the famous Mir yeshiva, 
and later studied at the Vilna (Vilnius) 
teachers’ college. In 1902 he moved 
to Warsaw, where he established an 
elementary Hebrew school. He would 
remain there as principal for the next 
40 years. In 1921 he visited the United 
States and, in 1936, Palestine, with the 
idea of joining his two children there. As 
he saw little economic future for him-
self, however, he returned to Warsaw.

Kaplan devoted his efforts to teach-
ing and writing. He began keeping a 
diary around 1933, and in September 
1939, at the very start of World War II, 
decided to detail Jewish life in Warsaw 
and thus preserve a record for posterity. 
This was to become Kaplan’s Scroll of 
Agony. His first entry, on September 1, 
1939, was chillingly prophetic: “This 
war will indeed bring destruction 
upon human civilization. … I doubt 
that we will live through this carnage. 

The bombs filled with lethal gas will 
poison every living being, or we will 
starve because there will be no means 
of livelihood.”

After Warsaw’s surrender to Ger-
man forces on September 27, 1939, 
Kaplan wrote, “The Nazis’ objective 
was to eliminate the Jews physically 
through a slow choking process.” By the 
time the ghetto was established formally 
on October 12, 1940, roughly 375,000 
Jews (nearly a third of Warsaw’s overall 
population), along with many refugees, 
were squeezed into an area that took up 
only 2.4% of Warsaw’s surface area. To 
make matters worse, Jews were only al-
lotted one-tenth of the required caloric 
intake and were subjected to forced 
labor, disease and slaughter. Kaplan 
commented on the frequent murder of 
Jews and the constant treatment they ex-
perienced, explaining that, “The Aryans 
are put to death after a short period of 
arrest; the Jews are killed without even 
a pretense of arrest.” He further detailed 
how the Nazis carried out many of their 
violent acts. “The murderers burst into 
a home in the middle of the night and 
put an end to a life.” 

Scroll of Agony, the published ver-
sion of the diary, would become one of 
the most powerful and inspiring testimo-
nies from the Holocaust period. Kaplan 
recorded his diary in small notebooks 
and focused primarily on daily experi-
ences. He attempted to remain objec-
tive despite the dire conditions, seeing 
his mission as preserving a record for 
posterity, focusing strictly on facts and 
situations as they appeared.

The diary recorded the events and 
experiences Kaplan witnessed himself 
or were told to him by members of 
the ghetto community. He set down 
his thoughts as well as conversations 
with friends and with those he met in 

the streets, tracking down firsthand 
information to provide immediacy and 
authenticity.

Keeping a diary or any sort of 
written testimony created many risks. 
However, Kaplan felt that recording 
his experiences was a responsibility. 
He continually expressed the hope that 
the diary would be saved, realizing 
its significance for future generations. 
As the Nazis intensified their murder-
ous activities, he worked faster, often 
writing several times a day in order to 
include every detail of the horror sur-
rounding him.

This sense of duty was emphasized 
in his entry of January 16, 1940: “Any-
one who keeps such a record endangers 
his life, but this does not frighten me. I 
sense within me the magnitude of this 
hour, and my responsibility toward it, 
and I have an inner obligation that I 
am not free to relinquish. … My record 
will serve as a source material for the 
future generation.” He wrote his diary 
so that others would someday be able 
to understand the Holocaust and never 
forget the Jews’ experiences during it. In 
1942, conditions in the Warsaw Ghetto 
worsened, as Kaplan wrote, “The Jewish 
section of Warsaw had become a city of 
slaughter.”

Indeed, Kaplan was less concerned 
about his own future than he was about 

the future of the diary. He knew he 
had to get it out of the ghetto if there 
was any chance that his observations, 
so carefully chronicled, would sur-
vive. Thus, in late 1942 he gave his 
diary to Rubinsztejn, a Jewish friend 
who did forced labor each day outside 
the ghetto. Rubinsztejn smuggled the 
notebooks out and delivered them to a 
Pole, Władyslaw Wojcek, who lived in 
the small village of Liw, near Warsaw. 
In the early 1960s, Wojcek moved to 
the United States, where he sold the 
notebooks. Eventually, they were ed-
ited, translated and published, and the 
diary has since appeared in editions in 
English, German, French, Danish and 
Japanese.

Kaplan’s final entry was made on 
August 4, 1942: “If the hunters do not 
stop, and if I am caught, I am afraid my 
work will be in vain. I am constantly 
bothered by the thought: If my life 
ends, what will become of my diary?” 
The diary did survive, but Kaplan and 
his wife did not. They were deported to 
Treblinka, where they were murdered 
in December 1942.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of History 
and the Dir. of the Center for Judaic, 
Holocaust, and Genocide Studies at 
Florida Gulf Coast University. He can 
be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.edu.

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!

Send your letters & comments to LChayim36@gmail.com.
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. Letters 
should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/
or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its 
advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received. 
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Wasserman Schultz introduces  
the TIME for Holocaust Survivors Act
U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman 

Schultz (FL-23) has introduced 
the Trauma-Informed Modern-

ization of Eldercare (TIME) for Holo-
caust Survivors Act, legislation which 
would help ensure that the roughly 
80,000 Holocaust survivors now living 
in the United States can get access to 
the specialized care and services that 
are tailored to their unique health needs.

“Holocaust survivors have endured 
the worst of human atrocities and de-
serve special care for the duration of 
their remaining years,” said Wasserman 
Schultz. “My district has among the 
largest populations of survivors in the 
country. The trauma and grief that these 
survivors endured is unimaginable. The 
TIME for Holocaust Survivors Act can 
tend to that unique pain in this closing 
chapter of their lives, and allow them 
to live out their remaining years with 
dignity.”

“The survivors of the Holocaust are 
a living testament to the indomitability 
of the human spirit,” said Rep. Donna 
Shalala (FL-27), who co-led the bill. 
“We have a duty to ensure that those 

who lived through the horrors of the 
Holocaust are cared for in their old age. 
This bill would bring us closer to mak-
ing sure that the specific needs of these 
survivors are fully met.”

“As victims of the very worst of 
humanity, Holocaust survivors deserve 
devoted care and support to address the 
horrific trauma they experienced,” said 
Rep. Elise Stefanik (NY-21), who also 
co-led the bill. “Many of these survivors 
call the state of New York home and 
depend on the full embrace of our com-
munities for comfort in their elder years. 
This bipartisan legislation will ensure 
we are able to care for the specific needs 
of the many Holocaust survivors living 
across the United States.”

The TIME for Holocaust Survivors 
Act designates survivors as a group with 
a significant social need within the Older 
Americans Act, and creates a portfolio 
within the Administration on Commu-
nity Living to take responsibility for 
Holocaust-related issues. 

The legislation also promotes 
technical assistance and training for 
nonprofits that serve older adults still  

experiencing the long-term conse-
quences of this historic trauma. In 
addition, TIME ensures that nutrition 
services through the Older Americans 
Act meet the special dietary needs of 
Holocaust survivors and others. 

More than 300 national, regional 
and local nonprofits from every state in 
the union have endorsed the TIME for 
Holocaust Survivors Act.

“It is our duty to honor and assist 
Holocaust survivors who experience 

unique trauma and health concerns 
directly related to their experience 
during the Shoah,” said William Da-
roff, The Jewish Federations of North 
America’s Senior Vice President for 
Public Policy. “We applaud Repre-
sentative Wasserman-Schultz for her 
leadership in introducing this bipartisan 
bill that will demonstrably improve 
the lives of Holocaust survivors across  
the nation.”

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

Like us on Facebook!
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By Jocelyn Gordon, www.israel21c.org, July 23, 2019

5,000 American IDF Lone Soldiers  
enjoy “Fun Day” at Israeli water park
SHEFAYIM, Israel, June 27 

– Some 5,000 Lone Soldiers 
– Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 

soldiers with no immediate family in 
Israel – gathered at Shefayim Water 
Park, Israel’s largest waterpark, just 
outside of Tel Aviv, for a day of rest and 
recuperation, earlier today.

The “Fun Day” was hosted by 
Friends of the Israel Defense Forces 
(FIDF ) in partnership with the IDF 
and Yachad Le’maan Ha’chayal (The 
Association for the Wellbeing of Israel’s 
Soldiers and The LIBI Fund).

There are some 6,116 Lone Sol-
diers from 80 countries serving in the 
IDF today. About 810 came from the 
United States, 546 from Ukraine, 459 
from Russia and 412 from France. Men 
comprise 66% of Lone Soldiers, while 
34% are women. Some 55% of Lone 
Soldiers serve in combat or combat-
support roles. 

FIDF cares for all Lone Soldiers 
serving in the IDF through the Lone 
Soldiers Program, which supports 
them financially, socially and emotion-
ally during and after their challenging 

military service. FIDF also sponsors 
flights for Lone Soldiers to visit their 
families and friends in their countries of  
origin.

The FIDF “Fun Day” at Shefayim 
Water Park benefitted Lone Soldiers 
from all IDF units. In addition to the 
park’s many attractions, the “Fun 
Day” featured a pool party with lead-
ing Israeli DJ Eran Barnea, game and 
fitness areas, and an all-day smorgas-
bord of barbeque and desserts. The 
Lone Soldiers also received essential  
information about life after their  
military service, including about the 
FIDF IMPACT! Scholarship Program, 
which grants college scholarships to  
Israeli combat veterans of modest 
means.

The FIDF “Fun Day” kicked off 
the second annual “IDF Appreciation 
Week,” June 26 - July 7, which will 
benefit more than 50,000 soldiers.

In addition to the Lone Soldiers, 
IDF unit commanders, non-commis-
sioned officers, high-ranking military 
officials and FIDF supporters also 
attended the “Fun Day” festivities to 

meet and personally thank these brave 
men and women in uniform for serving 
despite numerous challenges.

About Friends of the  
Israel Defense Forces (FIDF):
FIDF was established in 1981 by a 
group of Holocaust survivors as a 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization 
with the mission of offering educa-

tional, cultural, recreational and social 
programs and facilities that provide 
hope, purpose and life-changing support 

for the soldiers who 
protect Israel and 
Jews worldwide. 
Today, FIDF has 
more than 150,000 
loyal supporters and 
23 chapters through-
out the United States 
and Panama. FIDF 
proudly supports 
IDF soldiers, fami-
lies of fallen sol-
diers, and wounded 
veterans through a 
variety of innova-
tive programs that 
reinforce the vital 
bond between the 
communities in the 

United States, the soldiers of the IDF 
and the State of Israel. For more infor-
mation, visit www.fidf.org.

IDF Lone Soldiers enjoy “Fun Day” at Israeli water park  
(photo credit: Click Photography)

Each month, 4,000  
Jewish residents 
in Lee and Charlotte 
counties turn to  
L’CHAYIM for:
X Upcoming major events
X Community Directory
X Synagogue news
X Local Organization news
X Jewish Federation updates
X Community Calendar
X Holocaust Museum news
X Candle Lighting Times
X Business Directory
X Rabbinical Reflections
X Israel updates
X Photos of recent events
X and much more

Targeted Distribution
Reach our affluent, informed, health-conscious, and 
savvy readers who are looking for new and better ways 
to enrich their lives and those of their loved ones. 
L’CHAYIM – the monthly newspaper published by the 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties – is 
mailed to 4,000 residents in the area. Additional copies 
are available at the Jewish Federation office.

Life-Enriching Information 
Each month, readers of L’CHAYIM get news and updates 
on all Jewish-related local events including the Jewish 
Film Festival,  Jewish author programs,  holiday celebra-
tions, concerts, food festivals, book study groups, timely 
lectures, mah jongg and much more. They also get up-
dates from the area’s synagogues and numerous local 
Jewish organizations. It’s the place they turn to for com-
munity news, the community calendar, candle lighting 
times, and a business directory.

The exclusive way to reach the Jewish 
Community in Lee and Charlotte counties.

For more information  
or to place an ad in L’CHAYIM:

Call:   Lori Ramos at 239.481.4449 x5
Email:  LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org
Website:  Visit the L’CHAYIM page at  
  www.JewishFederationLCC.org

Grow your business with L’CHAYIM!
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JEWISH F ILM FEST IVAL

The Jewish Federation of 

Lee and Charlotte Counties 

Presents the 23rd Annual 

Jewish Film Festival 

of Southwest Florida

All � lms will be screened at the Regal Belltower Stadium 20.

Open seating at all � lms for general admission tickets.

Tickets will be mailed up to December 31. 

Tickets ordered after December 31 will be available 

after 6:00 p.m. inside the theater on the day of the show.

Tuesday, January 15 at 7:15 p.m.

Sunday, January 27 at 3:00 p.m.*

THE OSLO DIARIES
The year is 1992, and Israeli-Palestinian relations are at an all-time low. In an 

attempt to stop the bloodshed, a small group of Israelis and Palestinians meet 

in Oslo – secretly and against the law. The unsanctioned meetings that changed 

the Middle East forever are chronicled only by the negotiators’ diaries.

Language: English   Running Time: 1 hr. 37 min.

* Special Matinee at Bat Yam Temple of the Islands,

   2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island

Tuesday, January 22 at 7:15 p.m.

THE SAMUEL PROJECT
Eli gets to know his grandfather Samuel for the fi rst time when he makes him 

the subject of an animated art project for school. With dreams of becoming 

a professional artist, Eli discovers that his Jewish grandpa, a San Diego dry 

cleaner, was heroically saved from Nazi capture in Germany by a young wom-

an when he was a boy.

Language: English   Running Time: 1 hr. 32 min.

Thursday, January 17 at 7:15 p.m.

A BAG OF MARBLES
This heartwarming adaptation of Joseph Joff o’s enduring memoir tells the story 

of the Nazi occupation through the eyes of the two young Jewish boys. De-

spite their naiveté, their father knows that their best chance to escape the Nazi 

roundup is to fl ee on their own to Vichy, France, where their older brothers 

have found safe haven. Always one false move from tragedy, these tenacious 

children survive on courage, ingenuity and more than a bit of cunning as they 

make their precarious way through France hoping to reunite with their fam-

ily. More than anything, it’s their brotherly bond that gets them through their 

ordeals.
Language: French   Running Time: 1 hr. 53 min.

Sponsored by Sara and Brian Krivisky

Sunday, January 13 at 4:00 p.m.

THE GRADUATE
When The Graduate premiered in December 1967, its fi lmmakers had modest 

expectations for what seemed to be a small, sexy art-house comedy adapted 

from an obscure fi rst novel by an eccentric 24-year-old. Who knew this off beat 

story – a young man just out of college has an aff air with one of his parents’ 

friends and then runs off  with her daughter – would turn out to be a monster hit 

with seven Academy Award nominations.

*We will be joined by author Beverly Gray, author of Seduced by Mrs. Rob-

inson, for an in-depth look at The Graduate’s the infl uence on the future of 

fi lmmaking and explore how it rocked the late-sixties world, refl ecting and 

changing the era’s views of sex, work and marriage. Her insight into never-

before-revealed details will enlighten and entertain you.

Language: English   Running Time: 1 hr. 46 min.

Sponsored by Radiology Regional Center
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist

Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to 

be Jewish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish 

have at least one Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than 

Judaism – and don’t identify with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts 

to Judaism, of course, are also identifi ed as Jewish.

Nate Bloom (see column at le� ) has become a family history expert in 10 

years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help 

when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a 

full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start 

with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:

Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number. 

Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that 

goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible. 

The � rst search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also, 

several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate 

friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out 

great for them. So contact him about this as well.

Interested in Your 

Family’s History?

pieces once with tongs halfway 

through cooking.

 Take the chicken out of the oven 

and let it cool slightly. Use a sharp 

knife to slice the meat into small, 

thin shawarma-like pieces.

 Heat 1 tbsp of oil in a skillet on the 

stovetop over medium. Pour half of 

the chicken into the skillet and sauté 

for 3-4 minutes, until the smallest 

pieces of chicken turn brown and 

crisp. Season with additional salt 

and pepper to taste, if desired.

 Remove the cooked chicken from 

the skillet. Heat another 1 tbsp of oil 

and sauté the remaining chicken in 

the same way. Serve warm.

It’s Awards Season: 

The Golden Globes

The Golden Globe Awards are being 

televised live this year on NBC, on 

Sunday, January 6 at 8:00 p.m. Sandra 

Oh and ANDY SAMBERG, 40, will 

host. The Globes are an imperfect pre-

dictor of the Oscars. But the Globes cer-

emony is often more fun than the Oscars 

equivalent. Below are the confi rmed 

Jewish nominees and a number of non-

nominated Jews closely connected to a 

nominated fi lm or TV program. Unlike 

the Oscars, Golden Globes are given 

for excellence in TV, as well as in fi lm. 

Film Categories

TIMOTHÉE CHALAMET ,  22, 

(Beautiful Boy) is up for the best sup-

porting actor Globe, and RACHEL 

WEISZ, 48, (The Favourite) is a best 

supporting fi lm actress nominee. Cha-

lamet’s role was based on the real-life 

NIK SHEFF, now 36, who long battled 

drug addiction. Weisz played Lady 

Sarah Churchill. Sarah’s friendship with 

Queen Anne of England (1665-1714) 

was historically important. Honorable 

mention: Adam Driver, who isn’t Jew-

ish, got a supporting actor nomination 

for playing a Jewish police offi  cer in 

BlacKkKlansman, and Melissa McCar-

thy, who isn’t Jewish, is up for a lead 

actress Globe for playing the late writer 

LEE ISRAEL, who was Jewish, in 

Can You Ever Forgive Me?.

MARK RONSON, 33, is nomi-

nated for co-writing a best song nomi-

nee: “Shallow” from A Star is Born. 

Nominated for best original score are 

JUSTIN HURWITZ, 33, (First Man) 

and MARC SHAIMAN, 59, (Mary 

Poppins Returns). Hurwitz won two 

Oscars in 2017 for best score and best 

song (La La Land). Shaiman is best 

known for his score for the musical ver-

sion of Hairspray. Brief musical refer-

ences are made in the Poppins re-make 

to the mega-hit score of the original 

1964 Poppins fi lm. RICHARD SHER-

MAN, 90, who wrote the ’64 score with 

his late brother, ROBERT, consulted on 

the new fi lm. 

TV Categories

Acting: SACHA BARON COHEN, 

47, (Who is America?) and MICHAEL 

DOUGLAS, 74, (The Kominsky Meth-

od) vie for the Globe for best actor 

in a comedy. The varied characters 

Cohen plays frequently spoof real-life 

politicians, like former VP Dick Cheney. 

Douglas stars as Sandy Kominsky, an 

L.A. acting coach.

Two Jewish actresses, ALISON 

BRIE, 35, (Glow) and DEBRA MESS-

ING, 50, (Will & Grace) compete for 

best actress, TV comedy.

ALAN ARKIN, 84, who plays the 

title character’s agent and best friend 

in The Kominsky Method, is up for best 

supporting actor. He competes with 

HENRY WINKLER, 73, Barry.

ALEX BORSTEIN, 47, who plays 

the title character’s agent in The Marvel-

ous Mrs. Maisel, is nominated for a best 

supporting actress Globe. 

Finally, PATRICIA ARQUETTE, 

50, (Escape at Dannemora) whose late 

mother was Jewish, is up for best ac-

tress, mini-series/TV movie. 

Honorable mention: Rachel Brosna-

han, who isn’t Jewish, got a lead actress 

nomination for playing the Jewish title 

character in The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel. 

“Best” Awards: Film and TV

The Globes for best fi lm and the best TV 

show are given to the show’s principal 

producers, of whom there are many. 

My practice is to note if a Jewish direc-

tor or writer/creator is associated with 

that film or TV program. Two films 

nominated for best drama fi lm were 

co-written by Jews: BlacKkKlansman

(CHARLIE WACHTEL and DAVID 

RABINOWITZ, both 31) and A Star is 

Born (ERIC ROTH, 73). Also: a best 

animated fi lm nominee, Spider-Man: 

Into the Spider Verse, was co-written by 

RODNEY ROTHMAN, 45ish.

The Americans, created by JOE 

WEISBERG, 52, is up for best series, 

drama. It competes with the new Ama-

zon series, Homecoming, which is based 

on a podcast written by ELI HOROW-

ITZ, 41 and MICAH BLOOMBERG, 

40ish. These two guys are also heavily 

involved in the TV series. These TV 

series compete with Pose, an FX drama 

series that explores several New York 

City sub-cultures as they existed in the 

’80s. Pose was co-created by BRAD 

FALCHUK, 47, who recently wed 

GWYNETH PALTROW, 46.

The best musical or comedy series 

nominees include The Good Place, a 

fantasy series created by MICHAEL 

SCHUR, 43 (whose father was Jewish); 

The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, co-created 

by AMY SHERMAN-PALLADINO, 

52; and The Kominsky Method, created 

by CHUCK LORRE, 66. 

The nominees for best mini-series 

or TV movie include A Very English 

Scandal, a British series shown on 

Amazon. It was directed by STEPHEN 

FREARS, 77, a Brit. Scandal competes 

with Escape at Dannemora, which was 

directed by BEN STILLER, 53, and 

co-written by JERRY STAHL, 64, and 

MICHAEL TOLKIN, 68. Stahl wrote 

a memoir about being a drug-addicted 

writer which was turned into the dra-

matic 1998 fi lm, Permanent Midnight, 

in which Stiller starred. That fi lm, and 

getting clean for good, saved Stahl’s life 

and career.

$125
per person
DON’T MISS 
THE BIGGEST
ART EVENT 
OF THE YEAR!
VIP Party is 
an outdoor 
tented event -
rain or shine!  

 
  

VIP Experience

Sponsored by:

Experience ArtFest as a VIP

Receive VIP
Perks & FREE Parkin

g

ALL weekend!

Support the arts in this gathering of art connoisseurs

just like you as you enjoy all the benefits of being a VIP.

VIP Club Tent on Opening Night, Friday, February 1st

Overlooking the downtown waterfront and glorious sunset

– Gourmet hors d'oeuvres from 8 fine restaurants

– Wine and Beer / Music by Silver Sneakers Band

– 70 fabulous artists

VIP Club Tent Saturday & Sunday, February 2nd & 3rd

Garden setting overlooking the downtown waterfront

– Mimosas, coffee and scones to start your day

– Catered specialty lunch / Afternoon Snack Bar

– Wine, beer and more all day

– 215 fabulous artists

Easy reserved VIP parking all weekend!

February 2 & 3

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY! ArtFestFor
tMyers.com

OPENING N
IGHT

Feb.ruary 1,6pm

Edwards Drive & Hendry Street

Downtown Fort Myers Riverfront

Artist Gail Markiewicz, 
Ceramics

ELIMINATE YOUR PAIN

  RESTORE YOUR MOBILITY

    REGAIN YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE

Thomas S. Zeller, DPT & Associates

www.YourBestTherapy.com

Fort Myers 239-432-0556

Cape Coral 239-772-2363

All physical therapy is not the same…

Thank you for letting us show you 

what sets us apart from the rest!

AWARDED SW FLORIDA’S BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY &

REHABILITATION CENTER 5 YEARS IN A ROW!

• One-on-one care with all patients

• You will always receive the 

   personalized care you deserve

• Highly skilled and licensed therapists

• Relaxed, friendly and encouraging atmosphere

• Therapist-owned private practice

• Best of Southwest Florida recipient

“We invest ourselves personally in every patient’s   

  progress and goals. This is all part of having a

  true commitment and passion for what we do.”

REHABILITATION CENTER 5 YEARS IN A ROW!

THE RESULTS YOU WANT. THE CARE YOU DESERVE.

getting clean for good, saved Stahl’s life 
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Program notes By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry CoordinatorSenior Lunch Bunch update

December’s senior luncheon 

took place during Hanukkah 

and I was determined that ev-

eryone have latkes. I’d like to thank 

Federation volunteers Suzanne Orkin 

and Karen Whit-

man for joining 

me in making 

over 300 latkes. 

After a few hours, 

we were oily and 

smelly and we 

had a lot of fun. 

The only com-

plaint I heard dur-

ing the lunch was that the latkes were 

too small. Sue me!

Temple Beth El graciously wel-

comed us and we were delighted to be 

welcomed by Rabbi Nicole Luna and 

her one-year-old daughter Iris. Cantor 

Richard Bessman accompanied us on 

piano as we sang Hanukkah songs. Our 

delicious lunch was catered by com-

 Jodi Cohen

neXt SenIoR LUnCH BUnCH:

thursday, January 10 at noon

the Community Free Synagogue

(in SW Florida Masonic Ctr.) 10868 Metro Pkwy., Fort Myers

RSVP by Monday, January 7 to

Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org

UPCOMING FEDERATION 

EVENTS  

STAY TUNED. MORE INFO TO FOLLOW! 

2019 

 
 

JAN. 13 2019 Jewish Film Festival Opening Day Event – Jewish Film Festival, Regal                        
    

  Cinemas at Bell Towers Special Guest: Author Beverly Gray, “Seduced by                         
       

  Mrs. Robinson”.  Feature film, “The Graduate”. Special VIP Sponsor Reception.                    

  Sponsorship Opportunities Available. 

JAN. 15 - Jewish Film Festival  - Showings are Tuesdays & Thursdays. 

FEB. 12 

 

FEB. 18 PJ Library -  Presidents Day Fun Day 

 

FEB. 20 Read the Book; Skype the Author - “TBD” Free and open to the community.                        
      

  A light dairy dinner will be served.  

FEB. 26 Author Event – Alyson Richman, Lakes Library 

MAR. 5 Lion of Judah - Program and Speaker TBD 

MAR. 16 Queen Esther (Adults Only) Masquerade Ball 

MAR. 28 Author Event - B.A. Shapiro, “ The Collector’s Apprentice”                       
                         

            

  The Alliance for the Arts                         
        

APR. 14 PJ Library - Pre-Pesach Party 

APR. 28 Yom HaShoah Event  

MAY 8 Annual Meeting  

 The event, held at FineMark Bank, included a lively Q&A session

munity partner Jason’s Deli.

An enormous thank you to all of 

the volunteers who work before, dur-

ing and after the lunch to make sure 

everyone is tended to and taken care 

of. If you’d like to volunteer by driving 

a senior, baking a dessert, or helping 

with set-up or clean-up, please call me 

at 239.481.4449 x2.

I continue to describe the free 

monthly Federation lunches as having 

the feeling of a simcha, a celebration. 

Newcomers are easily included into 

the circle, regulars kibbitz up a storm 

with each other, shy people open up, 

and talkative people, well, they talk! 

The lunches are a great place to meet 

new people, be in community, have a 

nosh and learn a little something.new people, be in community, have a 

VISIT THE FEDERATION ONLINE AT:

www. JewishFederationLCC.org

social service    philanthropy     culture
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Friendly faces at Temple Judea 

Religious School
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Bunch update

In Memoriam: Lorie Mayer 

and Sabine van Dam
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    Simon

By Brian Simon, Federation PresidentWe are all on the same team

In late November, I attended the 

fi rst AIPAC Southwest Florida an-

nual event at the Hyatt Coconut 

Point. I attended not as a representa-

tive of Federation but as someone who 

was interested to 

hear the featured 

speaker, Bret Ste-

phens of The New 

York Times. 
Inside the con-

ference room, I 

noticed a slide on 

the projector with 

a cartoon picture 

of an elephant and 

a donkey with boxing gloves on, star-

ing at each other, trunk-to-snout, ready 

to fi ght. The caption said, “AIPAC is 

a bipartisan organization. Leave your 

gloves at the door.” 

Later in the evening, Mark Sachs, 

AIPAC’s North and Central Florida 

Area Director, gave a stirring talk about 

the dangers of politicization – turning 

every issue into a battle between “us” 

and “them.” He trumpeted AIPAC’s 

overwhelming bipartisan support for 

bills to support Israel. 

When Bret Stephens took the stage, 

he imagined taking a pair of American 

politicians – one from the far right 

and one from the far left – on a tour 

of Israel. He wanted to demonstrate to 

both of his imaginary guests how Israel 

lives its values and how those values 

are also American values – respect for 

the rule of law, care for the less fortu-

nate and technology for defense (and 

he meant defense from enemy attacks, 

not merely fi repower for the sake of 

military might). 

He pointed out that Israel is the 

only country in its region to refl ect 

the best values of the left – respect for 

the environment, respect for women’s 

rights and the rights of the LGBTQ 

community. He also noted, for those on 

the right, that the Israeli economy im-

proved signifi cantly in the 1990s after 

it absorbed thousands of immigrants 

from the former Soviet Union. Israel, 

he said, prioritizes its values before its 

interests. And the country is better for 

it. Stephens said America’s interests 

are best served by reliable allies on the 

far edges of the world. 

I have to tell you, bipartisanship is 

an issue close to my heart. I did not ex-

pect to hear it championed so eloquent-

ly. My concern for the U.S. is that both 

the left and the right are demonizing 

their political opponents, treating them 

as enemies. This is harmful to our po-

litical process, to our values and to our 

interests as Americans. 

In the question-and-answer ses-

sion after the presentation, I asked Mr. 

Stephens to speak more about the im-

portance of bipartisanship. He said if 

he had the power to vet political candi-

dates, he would ask each of them two 

questions: 1) When was the last time 

you changed your mind about an im-

portant subject; and 2) When was the 

last time you crossed the aisle to vote 

on an issue? 
I’ll share one last observation. At 

the start of the program, they played 

the national anthem of Israel and then 

of the US. The attendees stood atten-

tively for “Hatikvah.” When the “Star 

Spangled Banner” came on, people put 

their hands over their hearts and sang 

along. The lesson I took from this was, 

that even at an event to celebrate Israel, 

the attendees demonstrated their pri-

mary allegiance to the United States. 

We are all on the same team. We’re 

allowed our disagreements, but we 

have to be able to distinguish between 

a political opponent and an enemy. 

Political opponents argue over power. 

Enemies seek the destruction of the 

other side. Israel understands the dif-

ference.

SA
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QUEEN ESTHER  

MASQUERADE BALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

03.16.2019 
AND YOU THOUGHT PURIM 

WAS JUST FOR KIDS... 

Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida

                        Opening Day Event—Sunday, January, 13th

4:00 P.M. Regal Belltower Stadium 20

Exclusive *VIP Sponsor Reception, 2:00 P.M. at Society 13499 US 41, Suite E-518, Fort Myers FL 33907

When the Graduate     

premiered in 1967, its 

filmmakers had modest 

expectations for a small, 

sexy adaptation of an      

obscure first novel by an 

eccentric 24-year-old.     

The film was a monster hit, 

with an extended run in 

theaters and                           

7 Academy Award          

nominations.

Introduction to the film and Q & A with    

Beverly Gray , author of Seduced by Mrs.       

Robinson.  The book brings to light              

The Graduate’s influence on the future of 

filmmaking and explores how it rocked the 

late-sixties world, reflecting and  changing 

the era’s views of sex, work and marriage.  

Ms. Gray spent nearly a decade in the film 

industry as a story editor and has covered the 

entertainment industry for                            

The Hollywood Reporter. 

*Special Meet & Greet for Sponsors

Seduced by Mrs.       
              

entertainment industry for                            

To become a sponsor or for more information, please contact          

Debbie Sanford 239.481.4449, ext. 4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org                              
                             

                

Debbie Sanford 239.481.4449, ext. 4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org                              
                             

  

To purchase tickets, visit:      

www.jewishfederationlcc.org/JFF2019
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This High Holiday season, say “L’Shana Tova”
to your friends and family in Southwest Florida! 

Order Your
High Holiday Greetings Today!

SEE PAGE 36 
FOR FULL 
DETAILS
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Beautiful, amenity-rich community thoughtfully designed for great living
Exceptional dining program presented by Executive Chef

Daily social calendar focused on wellness, friendship and fun
Compassionate and highly trained staff available 24 hours a day

Studios, One-Bedroom and One Bedroom Deluxe with Den and Two Baths

A MERIDIAN SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

S U P P O R T I V E  I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G  ·  ASS I ST E D  L I V I N G  ·  E XC LU S I V E  M E M O RY  C A R E

WELCOME CENTER: (239) 215-1467  · 2565 Liberty Park Drive, Suite 6108 · Cape Coral, Florida 33909

www.atriumatlibertypark.com

ASSISTED LIVING LIC # PENDING 

Pre-Open Special!  First Residents Save Big. 
Top-Tier Membership Going Fast! Call Today: (239) 215-1467

CHARTER
RESIDENT

PROGRAM

- BE A MEMBER -

Welcome Home to 

Elevated  Senior Living 
Now Accepting Reservations for:

Supportive Independent Living, Assisted Living, or Memory Care

I went to Puerto Rico to see Israeli aid in action

By Jocelyn Gordon, www.israel21c.org, July 23, 2019

Earlier this year, I flew to Puerto Rico with ISRAEL21c and discovered just how much Israeli aid organization 
IsraAID has helped the people of the island in the wake of their worst disaster.

I was hustling through the winter 
winds of New York to get to the 
grocery store when I received a call 

that changed my life.
“Hey Jocelyn, I think there might be 

an opportunity for you to go to Puerto 
Rico with ISRAEL21c to use your 
Spanish.”

Puerto Rico continues to suffer from 
the fallout of Hurricane Maria, and very 
little support had been offered its people 
through the government. Other orga-
nizations filled in the gaps, and that’s 
where I came in.

Since August 2018, I have been a 
Digital Ambassador for ISRAEL21c, a 
nonprofit news organization that shares 
the innovations and global impact of Is-
rael in the 21st century. I never expected 

my dedication to the Spanish language 
and the State of Israel to intersect, until 
they needed me to help facilitate inter-
views on the island.

ISRAEL21c wanted to go to Puerto 
Rico and get a firsthand look at how the 
Israeli international humanitarian aid 
agency IsraAID was helping people put 
their lives back together, and I got to go 
along to help translate where needed.

A core Israeli value is that ev-
eryone and everything is connected. 

Consequently, Israel – in the form of 
IsraAID – was the first country to make 
it to Puerto Rico after Hur-
ricane Maria, despite the 
6,000-mile distance.

IsraAID arrived just 
a week after the hurricane 
and has made miracles hap-
pen on the island, including 
freshwater systems and 
psychosocial support for 
teens.

On one day of the 
mission, the ISRAEL21c 
team drove up winding, 
lusciously green terrain to 
the village of El Real, Patillas, where 
we helped IsraAID organize a com-
munity celebration for the inauguration 

of the water filtration 
system.

Without electric-
ity for eight months, 
clean water accessi-
bility had been a seri-
ous challenge on the 
island. IsraAID cre-
ated a water-filtration 
device using rocks and 
soil that does not re-
quire electricity to run.

One of the residents I spoke to said 
that the Israelis were los ángeles del 
cielo, or angels from the sky. He was 
surprised that Israel was the country 
providing this assistance and said the 
IsraAID staff truly became his family 
during this period of crisis.

One of the IsraAID staff, Hannah 
Gaventa, worked in Puerto Rico for 
five months with the organization after 
Hurricane Maria.

“The first thing we do when we ar-

rive in a country is a needs assessment. 
Anyone working in any international 

development organiza-
tion should be thinking 
about the partnerships 
and the communities,” 
Gaventa said. “It’s not 
about coming in and 
thinking that you know 
better, because you 
definitely don’t. We 
do use Israeli exper-
tise in water and social 
support, but it’s only 
in collaboration with 
communities, and it’s  

specific to that context.”
In addition to water sanitation, the 

other area that IsraAID chose to focus 
on in Puerto Rico was social support. 
The main psychosocial sup-
port program can be found 
at Aspira de Puerto Rico 
in Carolina, an organiza-
tion dedicated to keeping 
students in school. When 
we came to Aspira, the IS-
RAEL21c team experienced 
a similar trust-building ac-
tivity that IsraAID adminis-
ters to students.

Some people had a part-
ner to build a “house” by 
making an upside-down V with their 
arms, and everyone else stood beneath 
the “house” arms and were called “bun-
nies.” Sometimes the bunnies needed to 
find a new house, and other times, the 
houses needed to rearrange with another 
pair of arms. This simulation gave in-
sight into the urgency of movement and 
unpredictability during a hurricane.

After Puerto Rican teens participate 

in this seemingly lighthearted activity, 
they feel that they can be more open 
when a serious discussion about their 
feelings follows. I passed by the kids in 
the cafeteria on their lunch break, and 
they were full of smiles and ease due to 
programs like these.

The principal of the Aspira school 
revealed that because of IsraAID, he 
is full of esperanza, hope, that the  
island will be ready for the next  
hurricane. Tears filled his eyes when 
I asked what IsraAID meant to him.  
“IsraAID nos trata como la familia” – 
“IsraAID treated us like family.”

Being able to communicate with the 
citizens of Puerto Rico in a way that they 
could share their raw emotions through 
their native language brought out tears 
of my own. A person is a person, and it 

is clear that IsraAID made that message 
clear in its eagerness to help the citizens.

It was strange yet natural to be in 
Puerto Rico representing Israel and  
ISRAEL21c after Hurricane Maria as 
an American. Seeing IsraAID’s impact 
on the island made me realize that Is-
rael is setting a global example. We are 
all human, and we need to start acting  
like it.

IsraAID builds a water filtration unit in El Real, Puerto Rico, that can 
filter water even without electricity (photo courtesy IsraAID)

Water filtration system set up in El Real, Puerto Rico,  
by IsraAID (photo courtesy IsraAID)

Jocelyn Gordon in Puerto Rico 
(photo courtesy Nicky Blackburn)

tional, cultural, recreational and social 
programs and facilities that provide 
hope, purpose and life-changing support 

for the soldiers who 
protect Israel and 
Jews worldwide. 
Today, FIDF has 
more than 150,000 
loyal supporters and 
23 chapters through-
out the United States 
and Panama. FIDF 
proudly supports 
IDF soldiers, fami-
lies of fallen sol-
diers, and wounded 
veterans through a 
variety of innova-
tive programs that 
reinforce the vital 
bond between the 
communities in the 

United States, the soldiers of the IDF 
and the State of Israel. For more infor-
mation, visit www.fidf.org.

Grow your business with L’CHAYIM!
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TECHNION STUDENTS 
HAVE CREATED OVER 
2,000 COMPANIES
Entrepreneurship fever has made the 
Technion-Israel Institute of Technol-
ogy, Israel’s oldest university founded 
in 1912 in Haifa, one of the main fuses 
for the country’s roaring tech sector.

“Many of our graduates are run-
ning the economy,” said university 
president Peretz Lavie, who is stepping 
down in October after 12 years.

Technion students have created 
over 2,000 companies. The record for 
a single student is 21.

In a country known as start-up na-
tion, failure isn’t the end, Lavie says. 
“Israelis don’t stop asking questions.”

“In some countries if you fail, 
that’s the end of it. I know people here 
who succeeded on their 10th attempt.”

“In Japan, there is the same level 
of ambition as here, but it’s the failures 
that they cannot tolerate. In Brazil, if 

you have a failed start-up, you can’t 
apply for more grants.” (Eanna Kelly, 
Science Business - Belgium)

COST OF DESALINATED 
WATER IN ISRAEL  
FALLS BY 2/3
Arid conditions combine with popu-
lation growth and poor infrastructure 
to make water the Middle East’s most 
precious asset.

Israel has emerged as a world lead-
er in water technology after solving its 
own acute water crisis.

The country’s water revolution 
was accomplished through a combina-
tion of a national campaign to conserve 
and reuse dwindling water resources 
and a new wave of state-of-the art de-
salination plants.

Innovative water treatment sys-
tems recapture 86% of the water that 
goes down the drain for irrigation use.

Today, up to 80% of water for do-
mestic use flows from large coastal de-
salination plants.

Desalination used to be very ex-
pensive, but by incorporating advanced 
technologies, Israel has brought the 
price of desalinated water down to just 
a third of what it cost in the 1990s.

Tackling leakage is also a crucial 
element in water conservation. Israel’s 
7-8% leakage rate is the lowest in the 
world, compared to up to 30% in many 
other countries. (Mark Weiss, Irish 
Times)

MORE THAN FOUR 
MILLION TOURISTS SPENT 
NEARLY $6 BILLION  
IN ISRAEL IN 2018 
More than four million tourists visited 
Israel in 2018, spending $5.8 billion, 
the Israel Ministry of Tourism report-
ed recently. 77.5% of all tourists vis-
ited Jerusalem. 54.9% were Christian, 
27.5% were Jewish and 2.4% were 
Muslim. (Calcalist)

ISRAEL RANKED 10TH 
MOST INNOVATIVE 
COUNTRY
The annual Global Innovation Index 
ranks 129 world economies on 80 pa-
rameters including research, technol-
ogy and creativity. Israel placed 10th 
in the latest rankings. Israel was 11th in 
2018, 17th in 2017, 21st in 2016 and 22nd 
in 2015. (Times of Israel)

WILLIAM DAROFF NAMED 
CEO OF CONFERENCE OF 
PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR 
AMERICAN JEWISH 
ORGANIZATIONS
Jewish voices on both the left and the 
right of the political spectrum said that 
William Daroff, 51, the next CEO of 
the Conference of Presidents, is a “uni-
fier.” 

“This is probably the single most 
important professional appointment 
in the Jewish community, and...we’re 
very, very fortunate that we’re going to 
have somebody of William’s caliber in 
that position,” said Ron Halber, execu-
tive director of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council of Greater Washing-
ton. (Omri Nahmias, Jerusalem Post)

STANDARD AND POOR’S 
AFFIRMS ISRAEL’S  
AA- CREDIT RATING 
International financial services and 
credit rating agency Standard & Poor’s 
reaffirmed Israel’s global credit rating 
and economic outlook recently, giving 
it an AA- score with a stable outlook.

S&P cited that the Israeli economy 
has grown for 15 consecutive years, 
the low unemployment rate, and the 
fact that Israel’s high-tech industry is 
enjoying peak investment.

The Leviathan offshore gas field, 
which is expected to become fully op-
erational in 2020, will boost the econo-
my further. (Israel Hayom)

Marcia Can Help 
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MARCIA CAN HELP fund in 2017. 

Help us meet these pressing needs by contributing to the MARCIA CAN HELP fund.                  
For further information please contact Alan Isaacs at (239) 481-4449 or alanisaacs@jfedlcc.org. 

Marcia Can Help 

The Living Balance Sheet® can help you protect and grow 
your business making the most of  untapped potential. 
Using this revolutionary financial model, you can:

For your complimentary business valuation contact Brian Simon at 
(239) 246-8928 or brian.simon@afgfl.com

Find hidden value in your balance sheet.

Registered Representative of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). OSJ: 14021 Metropolis Ave. Fort Myers FL, 33912 (239) 561-2900. Securities products offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian. Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. 2019-79040 Exp. 5/21

Brian Simon, ChFC, CLU
Financial Professional

Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?
Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?

• See the big picture of  your
finances, both business and personal

• Adjust your strategies for optimal 
impact across the board

• Maximize your opportunities and the 
value of  your business

It’s insight you won’t find anywhere else.

Alliance Financial Group
14021 Metropolis Avenue Fort 

Myers, FL 33912

For daily news stories related  
to Israel & the Jewish world,  

visit the Federation’s website at  
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
CAPE CORAL

R E L I G I O U S  S c h o o l  2 0 1 9 / 2 0 2 0
 ( 2 3 9 ) 7 7 2 - 4 5 5 5

WE'D LOVE
TO SEE YOU

PLAY TO
LEARN

Let's Learn
Together

Wednesdays
4:30PM

AGES 4-14

Open House Sept. 4th5:30pm

First day is Sept. 11th

FREE TO ALL

 
 
 

In preparation for this hurricane season  
please remember to: 

 
 

 Fill out the form below and return it to us.  The information will be used only 
in an emergency to contact you and/or a relative.                                    

 Contact your county emergency operations center using the contact Infor-
mation below to receive guidance on how to prepare for an emergency. 

Lee County, Florida Division of Public Safety  
Emergency Management/Emergency Operations Center 
Phone: 239.533.3622  / Fax: 239.477.3636      
www.leeeoc.com 
 
Charlotte County Office of Emergency Management 
Phone: 941.833.4000 / Fax: 941.833.4081 
www.charlottecountyfl.com/emergency/index.asp 
 

Name:_______________________________________________________ 

Summer address: _____________________________________________ 

City/state/zip: ________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________ Fax: _______________ Cell: _______________ 

Email address: ________________________________________________ 

Please fill out the following information (print clearly): 

Emergency contact outside the area 

    Name:________________________ 

    Phone: _______________________ 

    Special Needs:_________________ 
         ___________________________ 

Please mail or email your information to: 

 
 

Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
9701 Commerce Center Court 

Fort Myers, FL  33908 

 
 

239.481.4449 x-5 or loriramos@jfedlcc.org 
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COMPARING GUN 
VIOLENCE IN ISRAEL  
AND THE U.S. 
In Israel, the annual rate of gun deaths 
per 100,000 people in 2015 was 
1.38%, with 111 deaths. In the U.S. it 
was 11.28% per 100,000, with 36,247 
deaths.

In Israel there are 6.7 firearms for 
every 100 people, for a total of 557,000. 
In the U.S. there are 120.5 weapons per 
100 persons, or 393 million firearms. 
(Patty Nieberg, Haaretz)

POLL: IS AMERICA 
EXPERIENCING  
EUROPE’S GROWING  
ANTI-SEMITISM?
The National Survey of Anti-Sem-
itism in America was conducted by 
McLaughlin & Associates in May 
2019 for the Hudson Institute’s Center 
for Religious Freedom. Attempts on 
college campuses to shut down pro-
Israel speakers is viewed by 54% as 
anti-Semitic, while 16% disagree. The 
Boycott, Divest and Sanction (BDS) 
movement is seen as anti-Semitic by 
53%, compared with 19% who dis-
agree. 48% think the U.S. should op-
pose BDS campaigns, compared with 
22% who disagree. 50% agree that 
“Being anti-Israel is the new anti-Sem-
itism, while 25% disagree.

It is not Islamophobic to criticize 
Congresswoman Ilhan Omar for her 
views on Israel, noted 63%, compared 
to 14% who said it was. 57% want Is-
rael to be the closest U.S. ally in the 
Middle East. 80% believe it is true that 
in the Holocaust six million Jews were 
targeted and exterminated, compared 
with 8% who said it was not true. 51% 
have a favorable opinion of Israel, 
21% unfavorable and 28% no opinion. 
(Hudson Institute)

JEWISH AGENCY BRINGS 
JEWS TO ISRAEL FROM 
ENEMY STATES
Jewish Agency Chairman Isaac Herzog 
told Israel Hayom in an interview that 
his organization operates clandestinely, 
in potentially dangerous ways, in order 
to make sure Jews reach the Land of 
Israel.

“Some of the olim (Jewish immi-
grants) we bring come from states that 
are considered enemies, and we can-
not disclose their origin even after they 
arrive because we worry about their 
families,” he said. “In some parts of the 
world, Jews are at a constant threat of 
being killed.”

Herzog said about 60 Jews arrived 
from enemy states over the past six 
months, saying that the covert methods 
the agency used to bring them to Israel 
would “send chills down your spine.” 
(Dan Lavie, Israel Hayom)

U.S.-ISRAEL MISSILE 
DEFENSE COOPERATION 
TIGHTENS
Israel’s new Arrow 3 interceptor, re-
cently tested in Alaska, provides Israel 
with the ability to defend against long-
range, advanced Iranian missiles like 
the Shahab 3, with interception deep in 
space. American and Israeli coordina-
tion on missile defense has been im-
portant for both sides.

The U.S. Army recently signed an 
agreement to acquire two Iron Dome 
batteries for defense against short-
range threats. David’s Sling, jointly 
developed by Rafael and Raytheon 
for middle-range threats and against 
cruise missiles, may ultimately serve 
the needs of the U.S. and its allies in 
Poland, Japan and South Korea, par-
ticularly if it is paired with the Patriot 
system.

Lasers are likely to be an important 
part of the next frontier in missile de-
fense. In recent years, the technology 
of solid-state lasers has made strides. 

But even when it is ready for deploy-
ment, it won’t be applicable for upper 
layers of defense. Lasers are expected 
to be particularly effective at short 
range as part of an existing system, like 
Iron Dome. (Jacob Nagel and Jonathan 
Schanzer, The Hill)

NEW ISRAELI SATELLITE 
AIMS TO DEEPEN 
UNDERSTANDING OF  
THE UNIVERSE
The Weizmann Institute of Science has 
partnered with the Israel Space Agency 
to launch a new scientific satellite in 
2023 to “help us answer some of the 
big questions in astrophysics,” said 
ULTRASAT principal investigator 
Prof. Eli Waxman.

Key areas of research will include 
the formation process of dense neutron 
stars that merge and emit gravitational 
waves, how super-massive black holes 
rule their neighborhoods, how stars ex-
plode, where the heavy elements in the 
universe come from, and the properties 
of stars that could have habitable plan-
ets.

Constructed entirely by Israeli 
scientists and engineers, Israel Space 
Agency director Avi Blasberger said 

the satellite will place Israel “at the 
forefront of a global movement to ex-
plore the universe with small, afford-
able satellites.” (Eytan Halon, Jerusa-
lem Post)

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 
AND THE JEWISH 
REFUGEES SHE SAVED: 
THE STORY OF THE  
SS QUANZA
The documentary film Nobody Wants 
Us tells the story of the 317 people 
aboard the SS Quanza. On August 9, 
1940, it sailed from Lisbon, Portu-
gal, to New York carrying more than 
300 passengers, most of whom were 
Jewish. 196 passengers disembarked. 
However, as per orders from the U.S. 
State Department, the remaining 121 
people weren’t allowed off. The ship 
sailed on to Veracruz, Mexico, where 
only 35 people were allowed off. Au-
thorities forced the remaining 86, 
mostly Belgian Jews, to stay on board. 
The passengers were then told they’d 
be sailing back to Europe.

On its return voyage the ship 
stopped for fuel in Hampton Roads, 
Virginia. American Jewish leaders 

Marcia Can Help 
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MARCIA CAN HELP fund in 2017. 

Help us meet these pressing needs by contributing to the MARCIA CAN HELP fund.                  
For further information please contact Alan Isaacs at (239) 481-4449 or alanisaacs@jfedlcc.org. 

Marcia Can Help 
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COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE 
REFORM 
10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers           
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center) 
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton  
Adult Educator: Jessica Evers 
Phone: (239) 466-6671 
E-mail: comfreesyn@gmail.com 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday        
at 6:30 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi 
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
TEMPLE JUDEA 
CONSERVATIVE 
14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 433-0201 • Fax: 433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.            
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;            
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m. 
Early childhood education: 
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism 
 
SHALOM LIFE CENTER                 
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 
7470 Hickory Drive Fort Myers, FL 33967          
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services 7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study 10:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/
ESTERO 
ORTHODOX 
24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood 
Centre) Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by             
a Kiddush 
 

TEMPLE BETH EL 
REFORM 
16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Preschool director: Jesyca Virnig 
President: Governance Committee    
Email: governancetbe@gmail.com                                          
Phone: 433-0018 • Fax: 433-3235 
Web site: www.templebethel.com 
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study 
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday 
Religious & Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday 
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 
 
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
REFORM 
702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
Rabbi Devora Buchen 
President: Harvey Wolfson 
Phone: 772-4555 • Fax: 772-4625 
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org 
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious School: Thursday 4:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) 
 
BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS 
REFORM 
Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Barry Fulmer 
Phone: 732-780-2016 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                
 
TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE 
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS 
REFORM 
23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: (941) 625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m. 
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
ORTHODOX 
204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: (941) 833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by                
a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
ORTHODOX 
5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah 
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD JEWISH CENTER  
OF CAPE CORAL 
ORTHODOX 
1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
 Shalom Life Center 
   Lawrence Dermer, Spiritual Leader - 218-3433 
• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
  Jacki Waksman - (954) 653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
  Brian Lipton - (941) 365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: (561) 988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: (941) 302-4500 
• Chevra Kadisha: 
  Gene Sipe - 841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
  Diane Schwartz - 732-539-4011 
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
  Odette Port - (941) 505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
  Joyce Rosinger - 437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: (800) 622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services: 481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund: (727) 536-5263 
  Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
  Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
  Nechamie Minkowicz - 822-2784 
 

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

Send updates and changes to the Directory below to loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
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The Art of Fashion and Moore
(in the Arcade in historic

downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner (239) 204-9759
2267 1st. St., Suite 12 info@artoffashionandmoore.com
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 www.artoffashionandmoore.com

RICK SNYDERMAN
Licensed Pedorthist

1900 Trailwinds Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Ph: (239) 939-2239
Fax: (239) 939-7792

We Specialize In All Widths
We Will Ship Anywhere

FIT • SERVICE • QUALITY

FORT MYERS

www.gskattorneys.com

1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919

239-936-7200
lowellschoenfeld@gskattorneys.com

Lowell S. Schoenfeld
Florida Board Certified Wills, 

Trusts & Estates Attorney 
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BRIEFS
rushed to press the refugees’ case. It 
was brought to the attention of first 
lady Eleanor Roosevelt, who appealed 
to her husband. She insisted that the 
men, women and children aboard the 
Quanza were “future patriotic Ameri-
cans” and not potential Nazi spies or 
Communist sympathizers.

“When the SS St. Louis was sent 
back [in 1939], [Eleanor Roosevelt] 
vowed it will never happen again. She 
knew their lives were at stake,” said 
Blanche Wiesen Cook, author of El-
eanor Roosevelt, a three-volume biog-
raphy. On September 11, the refugees 
were allowed entry.

The president’s intervention so 
outraged assistant secretary of state 
Breckinridge Long that he intensified 
efforts to halt immigration. By mid-

1941, virtually no wartime refugees 
were allowed into the U.S. (Cathryn J. 
Prince, Times of Israel)

PERCENTAGE OF ISRAELIS 
WITH COLLEGE DEGREES 
SOARS
In addition to Israel’s well-established 

universities, there are more than 60 
colleges offering more than 300 aca-
demic courses.

Since 1975, the percentage of Is-
raelis with college degrees has soared. 
According to an Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) study, Israel has the third-
most college graduates per capita in 
the world. Almost half of Israel’s adult 
population now has a bachelor’s de-
gree.

Tuition in publicly-funded institu-
tions is about $2,800 per year, while tu-
ition at private colleges could run three 
times higher. (Diana Bletter, Jerusalem 
Post)

COMMENTARY BRIEFS
WILL ARABS ACCEPT 
NORMALIZATION  
WITH ISRAEL?

 � Israel’s peace treaties with Egypt 
and Jordan were a result of their 
leaders coming to terms with the 
fact that fighting Israel was too 
costly and that it was therefore 
preferable to make peace. But the 
treaties were not about the public’s 
recognition of the legitimacy of  

Israel and the Zionist cause. 
 � The idea of “normalization,” as Is-

raelis like to call it, is unacceptable 
to most Arabs. It means acceptance 
of Israel as a natural facet of the 
Middle Eastern neighborhood. But 
they don’t, and they won’t (and 
they don’t think they should). 

 � There is an antipathy toward Israel, 
which is perceived as having im-
posed itself on the Arabs, inflicting 
a humiliating defeat upon them. It 

is too much for us to ask for them 
to not only accept Israel, but to 
embrace it too. This “cold peace” 
means that Israel must retain its 
military superiority to maintain de-
terrence. 

 � The Arab world has entered a 
protracted period of crisis, with 
declining economies and rapidly 
growing populations creating un-
manageable economic situations 
and instability. What happens if 
Jordan or Egypt collapses econom-
ically? How is Syria expected to be 
re-established? What lies ahead for 
the West Bank and Gaza? There 
is a zone of instability on Israel’s 
doorstep and it could blow up at 
any time. (Prof. Asher Susser in-
terviewed by Samuel Nurding, 
(Fathom-BICOM - UK)

WHEN WILL BRITAIN 
RECOGNIZE JERUSALEM 
AS THE CAPITAL  
OF ISRAEL?

 � British Home Secretary Sajid Javid 
traveled to Jerusalem and visited 
the Western Wall recently. His visit 
was especially noteworthy because 
the UK does not recognize Jerusa-
lem as the capital of Israel and, in 
fact, doesn’t recognize it as even 
being inside Israel. East Jerusalem, 
runs the UK position, is “part of 
the Occupied Palestinian Territo-
ries.” 

 � In many ways, Javid’s visit is a 
positive step forward in UK rela-
tions with a reliable ally that we 
have seldom treated as such. Since 

issuing the Balfour Declaration in 
1917, the UK has more often been 
a hindrance than a help to Zionism, 
from the White Paper to an institu-
tionally hostile foreign policy ap-
paratus. 

 � That this son of a Pakistani Mus-
lim immigrant is showing leader-
ship after a century of British error 
on the Jewish return to their an-
cestral homeland says something 
encouraging about the country we 
have become. 

 � As the UK heads for the EU exit, it 
will need all the friends it can get, 
but there is just one friendly nation 
whose seat of government the UK 
refuses to recognize and in whose 
capital it demurs from locating its 
embassy. 

 � Recognizing Israel’s capital and 
relocating our embassy there 
would go some way to righting the 
historical wrong of dividing up the 
Jewish people’s homeland and bar-
ring them from escaping there in 
their darkest hour. 

 � Recognizing a united Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel would concen-
trate Palestinian minds, too. There 
are no disincentives for a Palestin-
ian Authority that believes it can 
wait until a fully-formed state, 
with east Jerusalem as its capital, 
falls into its lap. 

 � The UK’s acceptance of Israel’s 
capital would underscore the risks 
of rejectionism. The more the Pal-
estinians say No, the less there 
might be to say Yes to. (Stephen 
Daisley, Spectator - UK)
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Connecting the dots
One weekend ago, 29 people 

were murdered in El Paso 
and Dayton. These two cities 

are now “registered” on the infamous 
list of Sister Cities of Slaughter. Las 

Vegas, Parkland and 
Pittsburgh are some 
of those other cities 
on the list. Sadly, we 
can only remember a 
few of them.

But it is not 
only about the cit-
ies where these in-
nocents have been 
murdered, it is also 

the locations where these events hap-
pen. Some have been secular sites, like 
a bar or concert. Some have been more 
religious like mosques, churches and a 
shul.

But it doesn’t really matter where 
it happens, does it? In all of these cities 
and in all of these locations, the people 
killed were killed for no apparent rea-
son. Whether the deceased are black, 
Hispanic, Asian or white, whether they 
are Muslim, Christian or Jew, it sim-
ply doesn’t matter. Their faith, or lack 
of same, doesn’t matter. Their race 
doesn’t matter either.

So what does matter here? It 
should mean something to us because 
it did, does and will keep happening. It 
should mean something to us because 
of all of the gaps in their families. Par-
ents, significant others and children 
have left their families, and they have 
left them bereft. How does one mourn 
a family member shot for no apparent 
reason? 

A long time ago, there was a sto-
ry about an elder brother (Cain) who 
killed his younger brother (Abel). 
Some scholars have claimed that Cain 

killed Abel because G-d liked Abel’s 
sacrifice but didn’t like his. Who 
knows? The only two brothers in the 
entire world and one kills the other. 
Afterwards, Cain hears the question, 
“Where is Abel your brother?” Cain’s 
response is classic. “I do not know. Am 
I my brother’s keeper?” (Gen.4:9) 

And so, for us, our first question 
must be “Who is our brother (or sis-
ter)?” Somehow, we have forgotten 
that we are all brothers and sisters, and 
we all have one Creator. Genesis then 
asks, “What have you done? The voice 
of your brother’s blood cries out to Me 
from the ground.” (Gen.4.10)

In the Hebrew, the word for blood 
is in the plural, teaching that not just 
Abel was murdered, but all of his de-
scendants, and all of their bloodlines 
were murdered as well. Multiply 29 x 
2.5 potential children, and that sum is 
only for one generation. Now multiply 
that by ten generations and we start to 
come to a much greater quantity.

Finally, a point needs to be made 
about the ground. The Hebrew Bible 
often references the ground as being 
alive. No matter who might be renting 
it, it always belongs and reverts to G-d. 
And for any people who do not respect 
the terms of the agreement, the rental 
rights can be terminated. We citizens 
of the U.S. have done some wonderful 
things and some pretty abysmal things. 
In the coming weeks, let us all take 
some time to reflect, to repair and to 
repent. As Rabbi Abraham Joshua He-
schel once wrote, “Few are guilty, but 
all are responsible.”
Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC, 
BCC is a Chaplain in Lee Health’s 
Department of Spiritual Services, and 
ministers at the Gulf Coast Medical 
Center.

n Rabbi 
    Michael J.
    Schorin

We have a serious 
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What do we do when our schools fail our children?
By Todd Cohn, Executive Director of Southern NCSY, July 15, 2019

Just recently, the South Florida Jew-
ish community collectively took 
a very deep breath when Spanish 

River High School Principal William 
Latson weighed in on the school’s ap-
proach to State-mandated Holocaust 
education. I was in complete and total 
shock when I learned of what had 
transpired just a few miles from our 
NCSY office. Principal Latson said 
he had to remain “politically neutral” 
when choosing how to educate our 
children about the Holocaust. He also 
stated in the email, “Not everyone 
believes the Holocaust happened and 
you have your thoughts, but we are a 
public school and not all of our parents 
have the same beliefs so they will react  
differently.” 

These disturbing events continue to 
be at the top of our radar as we wonder 
why the Holocaust is being reclassified 
as a belief and not fact. How did this 
one man find himself in the middle of 
one of the biggest challenges facing 
Jews today?

As the Executive Director of South-
ern NCSY, I find myself deeply invested 
in connecting our Jewish teens to their 
heritage and providing them the impor-
tant leadership skills needed to exact 
positive change not only in their local 
communities, but also in the world. 
It’s a task that I’m both personally and  
professionally extremely devoted to. 
We teach them about Israel advocacy, 

help them professionally network, teach 
them Torah, and provide them with 
social programs and charitable ones 
as well. 

One of our programs, JSU (Jew-
ish Student Union) operates in 60 high 
schools across South Florida – including 
Spanish River High School. At JSU, we 
seek to engage teens and strengthen their 
Jewish identity. Participation is always 
free and open to any teen, regardless of 
their Jewish background or denomina-
tion. 

With the continued increase in 
anti-Semitism and the unfortunate 
growth of Holocaust denial, I’m forced 
to re-examine our outreach teen pro-
gramming. I keep asking myself if we 
are doing enough. Perhaps a shift is in 
order? Maybe we need to arm our Jew-
ish teens with the ability to deal with 
encounters with Holocaust deniers in 
their own schools? Is that what it’s come 
to? Along the same lines, are adults in 
need of education as well? Are middle-
class, well-educated Boca Raton adults 
in need of a Holocaust literacy program 
of their own? Do school officials need 
to be taught how to handle those who 
incorrectly deny that portions of our 
world’s history never happened?

Today we are both burdened and 
blessed with instant news, breaking 
news, social networks, text messages, 
group messages and even fake news. In-
formation is at your fingertips 24/7/365. 

Some people receive information and 
are quick to draw often unmoving and 
irrational conclusions. There are people 
who bend over backwards not to offend 
while others speak their mind inappro-
priately in these forums and can incite 
a riot with just a few words. 

This brings me back to former 
Principal Latson. Whether or not he 
either personally or professionally holds 
the opinion that the Holocaust never 
happened, the situation should serve 
as a wake-up call. A wake-up call to 
the Jewish people and to the agencies 
around the world that are tasked with 
educating our children. Southern NCSY 
plans to lend a hand in making sure the 
students, parents and school officials at 
Spanish River High School (and other 
schools in South Florida) have not only 
a clear picture of the tragic history of 
the Jewish people, but are also armed 
with the confidence to stand behind Ho-
locaust programming. For it’s through 
education that we can both preserve our 
history and ensure that it never happens 
again.

About NCSY
Southern NCSY serves teens in Florida, 
Georgia, North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, Alabama and Arkansas.

Mission: NCSY is the premier or-
ganization dedicated to connect, inspire 
and empower Jewish teens and encour-
age passionate Judaism through Torah 
and Tradition.

Vision: NCSY is a national youth 
group where Jewish teens are encour-
aged to grow into leaders. We strive to 
create an environment that empowers 
teens to make informed and educated 
choices that further their commitment to 
passionate Judaism. We provide a range 
of regional and local educational pro-
grams. We believe in teaching through 
example, and our hand-picked advisors 
and staff model a diverse, passionate, 
open-minded and enthusiastic approach 
to Jewish life. NCSY enables each teen 
to fulfill his or her personal potential as 
a Jew, as a leader and as a valued com-
munity member.

For more information about South-
ern NCSY, visit southern.ncsy.org.
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A trip to savor (Part I)
Our congregation’s joint trip to 

Israel with Sanibel Congre-
gational UCC exceeded my 

fondest expectations!
The only previous interfaith jour-

ney to Israel I had undertaken was one 
that I co-led with an anti-Israel Arab 

professor from the 
Hartford Seminary 
20 years ago. It was 
not a joyful experi-
ence.

While I tried to 
present and model an 
open-minded “let’s 
listen to both sides of 
the conflict” perspec-
tive, the professor 

took us to a Palestinian village where 
his selected panelists heaped venom-
ous attacks on the very existence of 
the Jewish state as we sat in a beautiful 
auditorium community center built for 
that Arab village by the Government of 
Israel.

When the professor begged off our 
visit to the Holocaust Memorial at Yad 
Vashem, claiming he did not feel well 
(he was absolutely fine that evening), 
I truly regretted having agreed to co-
lead this “journey of understanding.”

By contrast, our joint trip this sum-
mer was an absolute joy. There were 42 
in our group, almost equally divided 
between Christians and Jews. My UCC 
counterpart, Rev. Dr. John Danner, was 
a model of sensitivity, open minded-
ness, wisdom and pastoral concern. 
I’d go with him again, to Israel or any 
other place of mutual interest.

For me one of the true highlights 
was accepting the invitation of Rabbi 
Ada Zavidov to deliver the D’var To-
rah at Kabbalat Shabbat services at 
Kehilat Har El in Jerusalem, the oldest 
Reform synagogue in Israel. On this 
visit to Har El, I spoke in English for 

n Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

the benefit of my wonderful group of 
fellow travelers about the vital prin-
ciples of human conduct found in the 
Holiness Code, Leviticus, chapter 19. 
It warmed my heart to know that ev-
ery ideal I expressed was an ideal that 
Dr. Danner and his congregants could 
wholeheartedly affirm. Our religious 
differences are real, but we share com-
mon moral values and a fervent desire 
to use our respective faiths as spring-
boards to help repair our broken world.

It was the second time in 5779 that 
I had the privilege of preaching at Har 
El. The first time, in October, I spoke in 
Hebrew about the lessons of the stories 
of Noah and the Tower of Babel. Then 
I was visiting my son Leo, who at 42 
made the decision to begin rabbinical 
studies and spend his first year of the 
five-year graduate program at Hebrew 
Union College in Jerusalem. 

On our recent trip it was just as im-
portant to me and my fellow Jews as it 
was to the Christians in our group to 
visit the holy places of their religion. 
Worship at the Church of the Redeemer 
in Jerusalem on Sunday morning, visits 
to the Church of the Nativity in Beth-
lehem, the Church of the Annunciation 
in Nazareth and the opportunity for our 
Christian friends to re-experience bap-
tism in the Jordan River were moving 
experiences for us Jews to better un-
derstand Christian roots and practices.

Pastor Danner, while scrupulously 
respecting boundaries, offered loving 
and Jewishly affirming explanations 
that enhanced all of our understanding.

There were so many other high-
lights of this wonderful journey, and I 
look forward to sharing them with you 
in next month’s essay.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on Sani-
bel Island.

We have a serious 
responsibility
There are many subjects that we 

often reflect on before the new 
year. One that we don’t of-

ten deal with is the synagogue and its 
members. This is a 
modest offering or 
proposal for serious 
thoughts about our 
relationships before 
entering the High 
Holidays.

The synagogue 
and its membership 
have a special part-
nership. Have you 

thought to ask? What are the contribu-
tions that the synagogue gives to its 
members? And what expectations does 
the synagogue have from its members?

What should a synagogue give to 
you?

• A sense of tradition
• Liturgical continuity
• Social gatherings
• Education, learning and growing 

opportunities
• Moral guidance (Is it good for us 

as a people? Is it good for all peo-
ples?)

• Emotional growth: joy of song, 
dance, pot lucks, a caring for each 
other
The Rabbi helps set the caring 

standard, guides all through the life 
cycle events, and participates in the 
life of the congregation. Dynamic ex-
changes have expectations and help 
fellow members feel good about each 
other. 

New people come as guests and 
leave as family. One of the responsibil-
ities of membership is to create a car-
ing community. When you study Torah 
together, and learn about Israel togeth-
er, and work together to help make this 
a better world, you grow together as a 
family that adds meaningful years to 
your well-being.

We operate on the assumption that 
the world is imperfect. Whatever ex-
pertise we build during our lives, we 
bring to bear on our country to make 
it better, to heal and save our planet 
for our children and grandchildren. We 
have a serious responsibility.

L’Shana Tova Tikatevu.
Rabbi Devora Buchen serves at Temple 
Beth Shalom in Cape Coral.

n Rabbi 
    Devora 
    Buchen
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Think good and  
it will be good
When we take a closer at 

the al cheits that we recite 
throughout the holy days, 

many of them relate to sinful “actions” 
that we may commit against each 
other causing hurt or injury. As we 

delve deeper into the 
machzor, we discov-
er a whole other cat-
egory. Al cheit she-
chatanu l’fanecha, 
b’harhur ha’lev, for 
the sin we committed 
against G-d in our 
innermost thoughts. 
This sounds like the 
Jewish thought po-

lice – incredible! Imutz ha’lev, hard-
ening our own hearts …netiyat garon, 
arrogance …einayim ramot, conde-
scension …azut metznstach, stubborn-
ness. Sins don’t only apply to others, 
we can sin against ourselves, where 
we’re the only ones who know about 
it. Recognition of this concept can be 
life changing!

When Jewish tradition warns us 
about sinning in our hearts, we’re re-
ally being alerted to how we could 
convince ourselves that we lack the 
certainty and conviction to do what we 
know deep down is good and right. Sins 
of the heart can discourage and deter 
us and cause us to sour our perspective 
on life. A negative outlook causes us to 
see the glass as half empty, perceiving 
a world where everyone is the enemy 
and out to get us. In this scenario we’re 
the victim and the perpetrator depriv-
ing ourselves of strength, hope and 
purpose. 

That’s why it’s so important for us 
to repent for sins of the heart just as we 
repent for sins against others. It’s often 
difficult to apologize to another, but it 
may be even harder to say “I’m sorry” 
to ourselves. 

Our thoughts and our behaviors are 
very closely linked. There’s a Yiddish 
proverb that teaches us: Tracht gut, vet 

zain gut, think good and it will be good.
It’s not easy to stay positive when 

facing negative situations or people. 
Judaism guides us to be dan le’chaf 
zechut, to always give other people the 
benefit of the doubt. Hillel said, Al ta-
din et chavercha ed she’tagia limkomo, 
don’t judge a person until you’ve stood 
in their place. In other words, be sen-
sitive to what’s going on in their life, 
family, marriage or job that might be 
causing them to express themselves 
negatively. Maybe what they need 
is more chesed, kindness, and more 
rachmanus, understanding and com-
passion, rather than to be judged or 
viewed unfavorably. Look for the best 
in others and it’s easier to stay on a 
positive track.

During the High Holy Days this 
year we will once again turn to the al 
cheits. When we do, we’ll surely be re-
minded of how we may have wronged 
or offended others so we can make 
amends. As we approach the new year, 
let’s also be open to the possibility 
that we may have wronged ourselves 
and been our own worst enemies, held 
ourselves back from making progress 
and living up to our full potential. This 
year, let’s think a little more about the 
sins we can commit against ourselves 
with negativity, arrogance, fear and 
doubt. 

Every year, we’re given the op-
portunity to return to our more G-dly 
selves with the realization that we were 
created to have happiness, joy and suc-
cess in all we do. We have the choice 
to say “I can’t do it, I can’t be it, I’m 
afraid to fail,” or we can say “I can 
do it, be it, it’s never too late and any-
thing’s possible.”

May 5780 inspire us to be nothing 
less than the absolute highest and best 
possible version of ourselves! Think 
Good and Be Good. Shanah Tova 
U’metuka.
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.

n Rabbi 
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In a democracy, some are 
guilty but all are responsible

I had a totally different column pre-
pared for this spot, but the August 
3rd gun slaughters in El Paso and 

Dayton erupted and I really felt the 
need to make this point, which also 
concerns The Days of Awe’s principal 
theme of repentance.

What really disgusts me is the 
trite, banal and completely predict-

able “thoughts and 
prayers” comments 
we’ve come to ex-
pect from too many 
would-be leaders at 
heart-wrenching times 
like these. It’s a com-
plete evasion of re-
sponsibility.

As Jews, we af-
firm that leaders are fundamentally 
responsible for the violence and blood-
shed in their communities and societies 
even if they are not personally guilty 
of the individual crimes. I could give a 
bunch of proof – texts and quotes – to 
back that up, but they are not needed 
since it’s really self-evident and I’d just 
be showing off.

What is more, to paraphrase Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua Heschel, in a democ-
racy, some are guilty but all are re-
sponsible. If we have insipid “PYOA” 
politicians as our civic leaders, it’s our 
own fault. These moral cowards are 
afraid of us, and instead of giving us 
resolute statements followed by deter-
mined corrective actions at time like 
these, we get gobbledygook pabulum. 

As the bard observed, “The fault, dear 
Brutus, is not in our stars / But in our-
selves, that we are underlings.” For-
tune may favor the bold, but not in 
watered-down democracies like ours. 
Our Lilliputian political factionalism 
creates these cowardly moral midget 
politicians who, by trying to offend no 
one, offend everyone!

You can easily see how this applies 
to our approaching Days of Awe. Dur-
ing worship, our liturgies have us all 
together recite page after page of con-
fessions for very many different sins, 
whether or not we committed them as 
individuals. As a community we stand 
up and take responsibility for what is 
going wrong around us as well.

It’s really very simple. Either we 
actually committed the sin or we aided 
and abetted it by our indifference, by 
looking the other way, by failing to set 
good examples ourselves, or by be-
ing complicit by withholding the right 
words and deeds that might stop the 
sinner from sinning again. We shrug it 
off as “not my problem” or “none of 
my business” or “why stick my neck 
out?”

Sure, it’s easy to point the finger 
elsewhere, especially in today’s Amer-
ica. But as Jews, we understand that if 
we want to know who is to blame, all 
we need do is look in the mirror.
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.
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service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

SAVE THE DATE
Jewish Federation of Lee  
and Charlotte Counties

presents 
Community Breakfast
Sunday, December 8

Heritage Palms Country Club,  
Fort Myers

For whom the shofar blows
Rosh Hashanah is distinguished 

by the ceremony of sounding 
the shofar. There is no other 

ritual quite like it in any of the reli-
gions of the world. 
Why is the shofar 
used? Some say it is 
because the shofar 
was used to summon 
people to worship or 
to sound an alarm. 
Others maintain it is 
a memory of Mount 
Sinai because the 
shofar was sounded 

when the Torah was given. There is an-
other opinion that the shofar is sounded 
because a shofar will be blown before 
the coming of the messiah. The ac-
cepted explanation is that a shofar and 
trumpet were used for the coronation 
of kings. On Rosh Hashanah, God is 
acknowledged as King of the universe 
and, therefore, it is appropriate to use 
the shofar. 

The rules of the shofar itself are 
interesting. It must be simple and un-

n Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

On Rosh Hashana, the theme of 
G-d as Parent and Ruler domi-
nates our prayers. “Our Father, 

Our King - Avinu Malkeinu” is sung 
with a memorable tune that stays with 
us even after we’ve left the synagogue.

The Baal Shem 
Tov taught that the 
love G-d has for each 
one of us is analo-
gous to and surpass-
es the love a parent 
has for an only child 
born in his old age.

Rosh Hashana is 
the anniversary of the 
creation of Adam and 

Eve. Thus, it corresponds to the rebirth 
of humanity and we re-establish our  
relationship as children of G-d on  
these days.

The sounding of the shofar is con-
nected to this central motif of Rosh  
Hashana, that of G-d as our Divine Par-
ent.

To better understand this, we look 
to another parable of the Baal Shem 
Tov.

An errant prince, an only son, trav-
eled far from the palace. After many 
years had passed, the prince yearned 
to be reunited with his father, the king. 
However, by the time he returned to 
his native land, he had forgotten his 
mother tongue. From deep within his 
soul a cry emerged, a cry that – no mat-
ter how estranged the child – a father 
could understand.

This fervent broken-hearted plea 
of “Father, it is I, your only son, help 
me!” broke through the barriers sepa-
rating father and son more eloquently 
than any words the prince might have 
uttered. At this moment, the king em-
braced the errant son.

For thousands of years the Jew-
ish people have wandered in exile. At 
times, we even seem to have lost our 
means of communicating with our  
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For whom the shofar blows
Rosh Hashanah is distinguished 

by the ceremony of sounding 
the shofar. There is no other 

ritual quite like it in any of the reli-
gions of the world. 
Why is the shofar 
used? Some say it is 
because the shofar 
was used to summon 
people to worship or 
to sound an alarm. 
Others maintain it is 
a memory of Mount 
Sinai because the 
shofar was sounded 

when the Torah was given. There is an-
other opinion that the shofar is sounded 
because a shofar will be blown before 
the coming of the messiah. The ac-
cepted explanation is that a shofar and 
trumpet were used for the coronation 
of kings. On Rosh Hashanah, God is 
acknowledged as King of the universe 
and, therefore, it is appropriate to use 
the shofar. 

The rules of the shofar itself are 
interesting. It must be simple and un-

adorned, for so should be our prayers. 
The shofar must be curved like a per-
son bowed in prayer. The horn of a 
goat, sheep or antelope may be used 
for a shofar but not the horn of a cow. 
That is because the cow reminds us of 
the Golden Calf. 

During the centuries, many secret 
formulas were devised for the prayer 
that precedes the sounding of the sho-
far. It is told that a Rabbi Zev was to 
sound the shofar in the presence of the 
Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Hasi-
dism. Just prior to doing this, he looked 
for his piece of paper with the secret 
formula that he was going to use and to 
his dismay he had lost it. So, before the 
sounding of the shofar, he said to the 
Baal Shem Tov, “I am sorry, I hope you 
will forgive me.” And the Baal Shem 
Tov answered, “That is truly the secret 
formula of the prayer for the shofar 
ritual – to be moved to say to God and 
mankind, ‘I am sorry, I hope you will 
forgive me.’”
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.

n Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

The shofar’s message
On Rosh Hashana, the theme of 

G-d as Parent and Ruler domi-
nates our prayers. “Our Father, 

Our King - Avinu Malkeinu” is sung 
with a memorable tune that stays with 
us even after we’ve left the synagogue.

The Baal Shem 
Tov taught that the 
love G-d has for each 
one of us is analo-
gous to and surpass-
es the love a parent 
has for an only child 
born in his old age.

Rosh Hashana is 
the anniversary of the 
creation of Adam and 

Eve. Thus, it corresponds to the rebirth 
of humanity and we re-establish our  
relationship as children of G-d on  
these days.

The sounding of the shofar is con-
nected to this central motif of Rosh  
Hashana, that of G-d as our Divine Par-
ent.

To better understand this, we look 
to another parable of the Baal Shem 
Tov.

An errant prince, an only son, trav-
eled far from the palace. After many 
years had passed, the prince yearned 
to be reunited with his father, the king. 
However, by the time he returned to 
his native land, he had forgotten his 
mother tongue. From deep within his 
soul a cry emerged, a cry that – no mat-
ter how estranged the child – a father 
could understand.

This fervent broken-hearted plea 
of “Father, it is I, your only son, help 
me!” broke through the barriers sepa-
rating father and son more eloquently 
than any words the prince might have 
uttered. At this moment, the king em-
braced the errant son.

For thousands of years the Jew-
ish people have wandered in exile. At 
times, we even seem to have lost our 
means of communicating with our  

Father. We are very much like the pro-
verbial prince, who when facing his  
father, the prince could only cry.

We are in pain not only because our 
self-created barriers separate us from 
G-d. But also because even when we 
wish to return we encounter all sorts 
of seemingly insurmountable obstacles 
borne of the national and spiritual exile 
of our people.

The shofar represents the word-
less cry of the only child within each 
of us. Chosen because of its simplicity, 
it symbolizes the incorruptible nature 
of the soul connected to the essence of 
G-d, Himself.

Transcending the conventional 
modes of communication, the shofar’s 
shattering wail arouses in us an aware-
ness of the most powerful bond uniting 
Father and child. No matter how far 
we may feel we’ve strayed throughout 
the year, no matter how muted or in-
adequate our ability to communicate 
with G-d, the shofar of Rosh Hashana 
enables us to reconnect in a more fun-
damental and powerful way than previ-
ously envisioned.

The “Great Shofar” sounded by 
G-d signaling the Messianic Age will 
pierce all barriers and penetrate be-
neath the surface of our very beings. 
When G-d sounds the Great Shofar, we 
will be able to express, completely and 
openly, the fundamental child/parent 
relationship we intrinsically have with 
G-d. The shofar of Redemption will 
usher in a time when the love between 
G-d and the Jewish people – concealed 
throughout our trial-ridden exile – will 
be fully revealed.

May we all be inscribed and sealed 
for a good and sweet year. But even be-
fore the New Year may we all find our-
selves in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem 
with the revelation of Moshiach, now.
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves at 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Flor-
ida.

n Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!

Send your letters and comments to Ted Epstein, 
L’CHAYIM Editor, at LChayim36@gmail.com.

Letters Policy
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. 
Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length 
and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM 
nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received. 

Please contact the area’s temples  
for their specific schedules  

and more information.

High Holiday services  
and events will take place  

on the following dates:
Erev Rosh Hashanah: Sep. 29
Rosh Hashanah: Sep. 30 & Oct. 1
Yom Kippur Eve: Oct. 8
Yom Kippur: Oct. 9

ELIMINATE YOUR PAIN
  RESTORE YOUR MOBILITY
    REGAIN YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE

Thomas S. Zeller, DPT & Associates
www.YourBestTherapy.com
Fort Myers 239-432-0556
Cape Coral 239-772-2363

All physical therapy is not the same…
Thank you for letting us show you 
what sets us apart from the rest!

AWARDED SW FLORIDA’S BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY &
REHABILITATION CENTER 6 YEARS IN A ROW!

• One-on-one care with all patients

• You will always receive the 
   personalized care you deserve

• Highly skilled and licensed therapists

• Relaxed, friendly and encouraging atmosphere

• Therapist-owned private practice

• Best of Southwest Florida recipient

“We invest ourselves personally in every patient’s   
  progress and goals. This is all part of having a
  true commitment and passion for what we do.”

REHABILITATION CENTER 6 YEARS IN A ROW!

THE RESULTS YOU WANT. THE CARE YOU DESERVE.
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From prophet of doom  
to prophet of hope

n Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

God has to physically force Jer-
emiah to become a prophet. 
It’s not unusual for a prophet 

to be reluctant, but God must physi-
cally overcome his resistance. The text 

says, “God put out 
His hand and touched 
my mouth and said to 
me, ‘Herewith I put 
My words into your 
mouth.’” (Jer. 1:9)

Jeremiah be-
comes a prophet 
whether he wants 
it or not. It makes 
sense that Jeremiah 

would not want the task because his 
job is to tell people that they are sin-
ners and their city is about to be de-
stroyed. Jeremiah criticizes the people 
for their faithlessness, and warns them 
that they will have no future if they do 
not radically change. Elie Wiesel said 
about Jeremiah, “Listen to him and you 
will lose all desire to eat, drink, raise 
children. People avoid him, turn away 
from him. He is a joy-killer, he forces 
us to look at what we refuse to see.” 
Despite this, we read Jeremiah as a haf-
tarah for Rosh Hashanah. 

During the time of Jeremiah, the 
kingdom of Israel has already been 
conquered by the Assyrians, and the 10 
tribes of Israel dispersed. The kingdom 
of Judah is small, weak and caught be-
tween the power struggles of the As-
syrians, Egyptians and Babylonians. 
This political instability causes the Is-
raelites to look to the foreign power as 
their protectors, not God. It is Jeremi-
ah’s job to remind people of the cov-
enant and to convince them to return 
to God and uphold justice or face the 
consequences. 

Jeremiah goes about his job in 
multiple ways. He has angry outbursts 
but he also realizes that mere words 
are not enough. He weeps constantly 
over the upcoming tragedy. He breaks 
a bottle to demonstrate how God will 
break those who disobey God’s teach-
ings. He walks the streets of Jerusalem 
with a wooden yoke around his neck 
to warn the people that they too will 
soon be under the enemy’s yoke. But 

still the people ignore Jeremiah. In one 
scene, the king reads Jeremiah’s scroll 
and the king takes a knife and cuts it up 
into pieces and throws it into the fire. 
They end up beating up Jeremiah and 
throwing him in prison. And we know 
the story ends: with their ultimate exile 
from the land of Israel and the tearing 
down of their Temple. 

So how do we make sense of Jer-
emiah, this prophet of doom? Why 
would we read him during Rosh Ha-
shanah? Jeremiah gives us an example 
of how to live through times of stress, 
of uncertainty, of despair. He struggles 
with doubt and he worries that uncon-
trollable forces will overcome him. He 
borders on despair, saying, “my heart 
is broken within me.” But he persists. 
He shouts at the kings, he pleads with 
the people, he prays to God, he writes 
down his prophecies. He insists on do-
ing something. And even when things 
look hopeless, he ends his period of 
prophecy with words of hope. He 
imagines the Israelites finally return-
ing to God, saying, “Receive me back, 
let me return, for you O Lord, are my 
God. Now that I have turned back, I 
am filled with remorse.” And how does 
God respond? According to Jeremiah, 
God will say, “Even when I have spo-
ken against him, I surely remember 
him. Therefore does My heart stir for 
him, I will surely show him mercy.” 
(Jer. 31:18-20)

Perhaps this is why the rabbis of 
the Talmud chose Jeremiah for our 
Rosh Hashanah haftarah reading. Jer-
emiah lived through immense sadness 
and misfortunate, but maintained faith 
that God would still remember the 
people. May we find in Jeremiah the 
inspiration that even when we struggle, 
even when we grapple with feelings of 
despair, even when the future seems 
uncertain, we can maintain hope that 
God’s heart will stir for us and God 
will show us mercy. Then we can enter 
the New Year reassured that when we 
return to God, God receives us back 
with love.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.

 

FORT MYERS/ SANIBEL GATEWAY

Newly Renovated!
FREE Parking
FREE High- Speed Internet
Complimentary Laundry Facility
Complimentary Fitness Center
24-Hour Candlewood Cupboard
Heated Pool, Gazebo, and 2 Gas Grills
Pet Friendly Hotel :) 

BOOK TODAY!
239-244-5770

MENTION THIS
AD AND GET
20% OFF BEST
AVAILABLE
RATE*

 

 

Bedrooms with fully equipped
kitchens, dishwasher, microwave, flat
panel TVs,  and desk area.
Minutes to Fort Myers Beaches &
Sanibel/Captiva Island, Shopping,
Golfing & Restaurants. 

9740 Commerce Center Court, Fort Myers FL 33908. 
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Center for Judaic, Holocaust,  
and Genocide Studies

Dedicated to educating all sectors of society about  
Jewish civilization, the Holocaust, and genocide through:
• scholarship
• outreach
• inquiry
• sharing knowledge
• preserving the record
• helping teachers
• encouraging students

Visit www.fgcu.edu/hc/
Dr. Paul Bartrop, Director
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God is crying

n Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

God cries when human beings 
suffer. Innocent people, men, 
women and children, God’s 

children, are being murdered in our 
streets and not enough is done to make 
us safer. 

In preparation 
for the holidays, I 
am reading The Holy 
Fire, Eish Kodesh in 
Hebrew. The Holy 
Fire was written by 
Kalonymus Kalman 
Shapira, a Hasidic 
rabbi who led a 
group of followers in 
the Warsaw Ghetto. 

Before he was taken in a transport and 
murdered, Rabbi Shapira buried his 
manuscripts in a container. The manu-
script entitled “Torah Insights from 
the Years of Wrath 5700 - 5702 [1939 
- 1942]” was translated and published 
in Israel in 1960 under the title, Eish 
Kodesh. The book was translated into 
English in 1994.

From the ghetto, Rabbi Shapira 
wrote this: … in the introduction to 
Midrash Lamentations Rabbah (*) … 
the angel said, “Sovereign of the Uni-
verse, let me weep, but don’t You 
weep.” God replied to him, “If you 
don’t let Me weep now, I will go to a 
place where you have no permission 
to enter, and weep there, as Scrip-
ture says, ‘My soul shall weep in  

secret.’” (Jeremiah 13:17)
Our world, thank God, bears no 

comparison to life in the ghetto. None-
theless, we are seeing all too frequent, 
senseless, random mass murders, in-
cluding, but by no means exclusively, 
of our own people. I believe that God 
is watching these regular horrors and 
is sobbing over this senseless loss  
of life. 

Isaiah 63:9 reads, “In all their af-
fliction, He was afflicted.” Ironically, 
there is some comfort in believing that 
God hurts along with us. God is not ab-
sent. God does not “not care.” Rather, 
God is overwhelmed by grief – a grief 
so great He must express it in the pri-
vacy of the Heavens – over the deaths 
of the innocents. 

I believe that people bring God’s 
presence in and push God’s presence 
out of the world. We must demand and 
work for a safer world for ourselves 
and our children. The country needs us 
to do that. God needs us to do that. 
(*) Lamentations is one of the Five 
Scrolls in the third section of the He-
brew Bible, Writings. It is a collection 
of dirges written after the destruction 
of the First Temple by the Babylonians 
in 586 BCE. Lamentations Rabbah is 
midrash, rabbinic homilies, based on 
the verses of Lamentations. 
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

Sign up for the Federation’s 
weekly e-blasts. Send an email 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
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Earn CAS Credits
The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
The moment I’ve been waiting for all 
summer has arrived. The kids are back 
and we’re ready to have some fun (and 
learn a few things while we’re at it). 
On Sunday, August 25, our Religious 
School students met for the first day of 
school. I’ve missed their smiles, their 
laughs and their genuine affection for 
each other. The first day of school is 
like a cross between a circus and a fam-
ily reunion. The anticipation could be 
seen in how the children greeted each 
other and how they flocked to their 
teachers. 

We met for an introductory assem-
bly to go over some of the new security 
enhancements in our school and some 
of the back-to-school basics. Natural-
ly, the kids could not have cared less 
until it came time to meet their teach-
ers and see their classrooms. After all 
the introductions, the children split up 
into their classes to have some bonding 
time with their teachers. Much of the 
day was spent reconnecting and play-
ing review games to get back into the 
mindset of religious school…and pick-
ing out their favorite snacks from the 
reception room. At the end of the day, 
the families congregated to reminisce 
and reconnect the bonds that hold us 
together as a school community. 

If you missed out on our opening 
day, it is not too late to explore what 

Temple Judea Religious 
School has to offer your 
family. For a private tour 
or meeting to discuss 

your religious education goals for your 
child(ren), contact me at 239.433.0201 
or tjswfledu@gmail.com. 

On Wednesday, September 4, we 
will host a Shofar Factory where the 
children will learn about shofars and 
then craft their own ram’s horn shofar. 
On Sunday, September 29 at 6:00 p.m., 
in our Religious School building, we 
will host a family Erev Rosh Hashanah 
service which is open to the commu-
nity. On Monday, September 30, we of-
fer children’s activities and a youth ser-
vice for children of families that attend 
the Congregational Rosh Hashanah 
Service at Temple Judea. On Tuesday, 
October 8 at 6:30 p.m., we will host a 
family service for Kol Nidre, also open 
to the community. On Wednesday, 
October 9, we offer children’s activi-
ties and a youth service for children of 
families that attend the Congregational 
Yom Kippur Service at Temple Judea. 

While these High Holiday pro-
grams are free, we do ask that you 
RSVP to me. We ask this to ensure that 
we have enough materials pre-made 
for all the children who attend. 

It’s been a long summer. I’m so 
glad that the school year is underway. 
If our opening day is any reflection on 
what this year will bring, it’s going to 
be an incredibly fun and rewarding 
year. I hope you’ll consider being part 
of the fun.

CHABAD HEBREW SCHOOL
Charlotte County

From prophet of doom  
to prophet of hope

BBYO happenings
By Jessica Zimmerman, Associate Regional Dir., North Florida Region

Jessica Zimmerman

BBYO is a teen-led youth orga-
nization. It offers leadership 
opportunities on a local, re-

gional and international scale that are 
not only attractive 
to prospective col-
leges, but also helps 
teens develop so-
cially, intellectually 
and emotionally. 
BBYO offers a safe 
space for teens to be 
teens in a world that 

is making it more difficult every day. 
Come learn about how you can be 

a leader in our community, how you 
can make Judaism more meaningful in 
your life, and find out how you can join 
your brothers and sisters from more 
than 40 countries to play on a bigger 
stage than ever before. Visit azabbg.
bbyo.org/ic to get a glimpse of what it 
is we do on an international scale.

This past summer, BBYO teens 
flourished at Jewish summer camps 
and at BBYO summer programs, and 
some have even traveled to Israel to 
take high school-level courses. With 
the summer ending, we look forward 
to bringing our excitement and pas-
sion for Jewish programming to cre-
ate a truly amazing year of Fort Myers 
BBYO.

We start this very exciting year 

with our Fall Kickoff at Rainbow River 
State Park for a tubing adventure on 
Sunday, September 8 from 8:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. We will tube down the 
ancient natural springs that make up 
much of our backyard in North Flori-
da. BBYO will provide transportation 
to and from Fort Myers.

Our first convention of the year, 
JEI (Jewish Enrichment Institute), will 
take place the weekend of November 
8-10. This convention will bring Jew-
ish teens together from as far as Tal-
lahassee to as close as Naples for an 
unforgettable weekend of engagement, 
fun and ritual at Day Springs Camp.

I will host our first BBYO par-
ent information session on Tuesday, 
September 17 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Jewish Federation office. Light 
refreshments will be provided. Please 
join us to learn more about BBYO 
in Fort Myers and our mission to of-
fer more Jewish teens, more enriching 
Jewish experiences.

To register for kickoff and to learn 
more about local programming, email 
me at jesszimmerman@bbyo.org.

We are searching for advisors for 
our Fort Myers BBYO chapters. Ad-
vising is a volunteer position and asks 
anywhere from six to 10 hours of your 
time a month. Please contact me if you 
are interested.

Sunday, October 13th at 1:00 P.M. 
Join us for stories, crafts & smoothies.  

This program is free but registration is required. 

debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org or 239.481.4449 x4 

For families with children 8 and under. 

 

 

Join us for... 

Hosted By: Temple Beth El 

16225 Winkler Rd., Fort Myers 

Chabad Hebrew School
Welcome to Chabad Hebrew School, 
the most innovative Hebrew School 
in Charlotte County. Our school is 
a trendsetter in creative Jewish edu-
cation for children ages 3-13. The 
Chabad Hebrew School offers an out-
standing program that will give your 
child a solid foundation in the funda-
mentals of Judaism, and will instill in 
your child the faith, beauty and values 
of our heritage.

Our First Taste Program, for ages 
3-5, gives children a great introduc-
tion to their wonderful heritage. Our 
Hebrew School Program is open for 

ages 6-13. Both pro-
grams begin on Sunday, 
September 8, and take 
place every Sunday from 

10:00 a.m. to noon. For our school year 
calendar, visit www.chabadofcharlotte 
county.com.

Our student body is made up of 
children from various backgrounds 
and affiliations. We encourage you, as 
a parent, to get involved, ask questions 
and keep in touch with our school. 
You may very well discover that your 
child’s Hebrew School education at 
Chabad Hebrew School will add an en-
riching spiritual dimension to the lives 
of your entire family.

For more information, please call 
Sheina at 941.258.0188.

secret.’” (Jeremiah 13:17)
Our world, thank God, bears no 

comparison to life in the ghetto. None-
theless, we are seeing all too frequent, 
senseless, random mass murders, in-
cluding, but by no means exclusively, 
of our own people. I believe that God 
is watching these regular horrors and 
is sobbing over this senseless loss  
of life. 

Isaiah 63:9 reads, “In all their af-
fliction, He was afflicted.” Ironically, 
there is some comfort in believing that 
God hurts along with us. God is not ab-
sent. God does not “not care.” Rather, 
God is overwhelmed by grief – a grief 
so great He must express it in the pri-
vacy of the Heavens – over the deaths 
of the innocents. 

I believe that people bring God’s 
presence in and push God’s presence 
out of the world. We must demand and 
work for a safer world for ourselves 
and our children. The country needs us 
to do that. God needs us to do that. 
(*) Lamentations is one of the Five 
Scrolls in the third section of the He-
brew Bible, Writings. It is a collection 
of dirges written after the destruction 
of the First Temple by the Babylonians 
in 586 BCE. Lamentations Rabbah is 
midrash, rabbinic homilies, based on 
the verses of Lamentations. 
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.
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TEMPLE BETH EL SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

At Temple Beth El, we believe that a 
solid Jewish education begins with the 
family. From our youngest to teens, we 
strive to create meaningful program-
ming and education to help strengthen 
the Jewish family. This month we fo-
cus our article on the programs and 
education of our youngest children.

Babies and Bagels: With a young 
family of her own, Rabbi Nicole Luna 
understands the desire for young Jew-
ish families to connect. She hosts an in-
formal Shabbat play date at her home 
for babies and toddlers. 

Tot Shabbat: Every first Friday 
of the month, Temple Beth El comes 
alive with little voices singing the  

Shema and Barchu as Tot Shabbat ser-
vices begin at 6:00 p.m. with a 30-min-
ute children’s service followed by a 
family Oneg. The goal of this program 
is for young families to come together 
in community and prayer.

Family Shabbat Dinners and 
Services: Our first family dinner and 
service is Friday September 13. Din-
ner begins at 6:00 p.m. followed by an 

early 7:00 p.m. service. 
One of the highlights of 
the service is the Reli-
gious School students on 

the bimah reciting prayers and leading 
the congregation in song. Dinners and 
services are a great way for our con-
gregants and families to commune to-
gether in the Friday night service.

Early Primary Education: Our 
youngest students in kindergarten 
through second grade are taught by 
Mrs. Barbara Tursky, who has been a 
member of Temple Beth El for over 
20 years and has been teaching in the 
Religious School just as long. When 
Rabbi Luna visited her home when 
she first came to Fort Myers and saw 
her teaching certificate hanging on her 
wall, she was quickly recruited to be-
come a Beth El teacher. With 30 years 
of teaching on Long Island and West-
chester County, New York, Mrs. Tur-
sky is a long-time educator who loves 
children. “I have loved every single 
child that I have taught, and each one 
has become my adopted child.” 

Mrs. Tursky loves to sing with the 
children and they quickly learn her 
favorite songs – “Apples and Honey” 
and the “Latke Pancake Song.” 

“The best part of teaching is that 
they also teach me, like how to skip 
down the halls,” says Mrs. Tursky. 

We are excited to have dedicated 
staff like Mrs. Tursky returning again 
this year! Joining Mrs. Tursky will be 
Tess Wilson, an Education Major at 
FGCU, who will be a teaching assis-
tant for our K-2 students. Tess became 
a Bat Mitzvah at Temple Beth El and 
is role model for staying active in the 
Jewish community after Bat Mitzvah 
and into college. 
Important upcoming dates:

 � Saturday, September 7 is our first 
“Lock-In” Movie Night. All Re-
ligious School and conforma-
tion students will enjoy dinner, 
Havdalah service, fun activities 

and a movie.
 � Friday, September 13: Shabbat 

dinner and family services. Join us 
for dinner and services where the 
students of the Religious School 
lead and participate.

 � Sunday, October 13: Camp Beth 
El Extended Day. Smoothies in the 
Sukkah from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m.
For more information, please call 

239.433.0018 or email religiousschool 
tbe@gmail.com.

DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! 
 

SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in  

Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

 

More information,     
contact Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

 

Results of  
a recent  
national     
survey of 

25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
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difference in the 
lives of families 
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children.. 
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Rabbi Nicole Luna and children at Tot Shabbat
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HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 963-9347

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771

HAZAK 55+ CHAPTER 
at Temple Judea

(239) 433-0201
Joyce Rosinger
HAZAK’s last summer dinner program 
will be on Sunday, September 15. If 
you are interested in joining us, please 
email your response or questions to the 

email address at the end 
of this article. 

Save the date for 
Thursday, November 14, 
when we will be visit-

ing the Octagon Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Punta Gorda. Plans are to have lunch 
after the tour. More information will 
be provided in the October issue of 
L’CHAYIM.

Temple Judea’s active HAZAK 
55+ Chapter is a chartered member of 
the United Synagogue of Conserva-
tive Judaism. HAZAK Chapters are for 
singles or couples. It’s an organization 
that enables members to meet and so-
cialize with each other. Our monthly 
programs vary in nature. Membership 
in the organization is open to the com-
munity. You are always welcome to 

join our group and attend any of our 
programs. The annual dues are a mod-
est $10 per person. Join HAZAK and 
meet new friends. 

For more information, contact 
Joyce or George Rosinger, or Andy 
Chernow at tjhazak@gmail.com.

From the darkness into the light
in 10,500 steps
Diane Schwartz
It was a Saturday in New York City 
– sunshine, museums and good food. 
All in advance of Hadassah’s National 
Convention.

Then it happened. A midtown 
Manhattan blackout! My roommate 
and travel buddy, Iris Shur, and I had 
enjoyed a nice dinner and got in line to 
see a Broadway show, a long-planned 
excursion.

Fate intervened, the blackout oc-
curred, the traffic was stopped and the 
show was canceled. We walked 12 
blocks, mostly in the dark, along with 
thousands of people. While we walked 
faster than traffic, we still made our 
way slowly.

When we finally made it back to 
our hotel, we joined mobs of people 
sitting on every surface and floor avail-
able. Two hours after our arrival, cheers 
rang out and clapping commenced as 
the lights came back on and power was 
restored. 

Happily, we were able to enjoy 

the company of close to 
1,000 Hadassah women 
from across the country 
as the convention began. 
For me, it was great to 
see and reconnect with 

Hadassah friends from my New Jersey 
days in Hadassah as well.

Now for the best light of all. The 
convention was eye-opening, warm, 
enlightening and inspiring. Here are 
some highlights:

Elan S. Carr, U.S. Special Envoy 
to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism, 
urged all to call out anti-Semitism for 
what it is, to be proud of who we are, 
and continue blazing paths forward to 
benefit our children and grandchildren. 
Eloquently, he said, “Israel is not just 
a country but history’s response to the 
world’s greatest evil.”

Bari Weiss, New York Times writ-
er and editor, was a singular voice in 
analyzing the rise of anti-Semitism 
in America. Her aptly named book, 
How to Fight Anti-Semitism, will be 
released this September. Growing up 
in the Squirrel Hill neighborhood of 
Pittsburgh, she attended and was a Bat 
Mitzvah at the Tree of Life synagogue. 
She was eloquent and passionate in her 
reporting following the murders in the 
synagogue as well as in her presenta-

tion to Hadassah delegates.
Hadassah International was repre-

sented by President Robert Dorfman. 
Hadassah International was started by 
Hadassah Past President Bernice Tan-
nenbaum 36 years ago. All activities 
support Hadassah Medical Organiza-
tion (HMO), which is considered more 
than a hospital but a key aspect of a 
world-class health system. Hadassah 
is represented in Australia, New Zea-
land, France, United Kingdom, Israel, 
Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, raising 
money through a “World Without Bor-
ders” strategy.

Dr. Zeev Rotstein, Director Gen-
eral of HMO, shared news about the 
new Ophthalmology Department pro-
grams including gene therapy treat-
ment for eye conditions and diseases, 
and training physicians from Africa, 
Saudi Arabia and the Palestinian Au-
thority. 

There were powerful remarks 
about Jewish life, life in Israel and 
Jewish interaction worldwide by Ste-
phen Flatow, who lost his 20-year-old 
daughter Alisa to terrorism in Israel. 
Also powerful were the words of Hen-
rietta Szold Award-winner, the Hon-
orable Dr. Irwin Cotler, a significant 
force in international organizations 
working against anti-Semitism.

It was all a truly ENLIGHTEN-
ING experience.

Remember to support Hadassah’s 
L’Chaim List honoring our children, 
grandchildren and families. Contact 
Carol Weisberg at carolw@tetragonia.
com.
SAVE THE DATE

 � Wednesday, October 16: JNF Blue 
Box Luncheon – contact Denise 
Sultan at dina4630@icloud.com 
or Patti Bloom at bloom1210@
yahoo.com

 � Sunday, October 27: Trivia 
Night – Contact Lee Henson at 
lhenson13@gmail.com

 � Wednesday, November 13: Fall 
Luncheon featuring the Crafty 
Women Mini Boutique – contact 
Elyse Morande at amorande@aol.
com

 � Wednesday, December 4: 
Knowledge and Nosh – contact 
Elyse Morande

 � Sunday, December 15: Keepers 
of the Gate Brunch – contact 
Ellen Harris at ehjh@comcast.
net or President Diane Schwartz 
at dianepschwartz@gmail.com or 
732.539.4011

In the year 5780
Marina Berkovich
One of the saddest experiences of my 
personal Jewish journey was in 2013 
Prague. While touring what remains 
of the once vibrant Jewish neighbor-
hood and its temples, I realized that I 
was walking on the cemetery of his-
tory – first they killed the Jews, then 
they gathered the artifacts that once 
belonged to Jews, now they are charg-
ing other Jews (and non-Jews) to tour 
the remnants of glorious Czech Jewish 
history.

I had a somewhat different ex-
perience at the tomb of Christopher 
Columbus in Seville, Spain, in 1984, 
when my tour guide, recognizing my 
Jewish face, confided in me that Co-
lumbus was a Jew who sailed to Amer-
ica with Jewish money. July 31, 1492, 
was the deadline the Jews in Spain had 
to decide – convert or leave. Nina, Pin-

ta and Santa Maria and 
other vessels left Spain 
on August 3, 1492, sail-
ing in the same direction, 
taking with them, with 

full knowledge of Queen Isabel, some 
special passengers. But then, the Jews 
of Spain were no more…

Moving to the New World… The 
very first Jew to set foot first in San 
Salvador, Bahamas, then on Hispanio-
la, the island that is now shared by Do-
minican Republic and Haiti, and most 
likely the very first known Jew on the 
American continent, was Columbus’s 
personal interpreter, Luis de Torres, a 
converso born Yosef ben Levy Ha-Ivri, 
who died the following year. The rest, 
as they say, is history.

Is it comforting or shocking to 
know that 25% of the Iberian Penin-
sula and its descendants carry Jew-
ish DNA? In July 1938, as the world 
turned away from its German Jews at 
the Evian Conference led by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, out of 32 na-
tions, only one – the Dominican Re-
public – agreed to help resettle those 

refugees and took in about 100,000. 
As we embark on the year 5780, 

some 527 years after Columbus’s jour-
ney, it is impossible to separate man 
from fiction. Did a Genovese Jew, 
whose family converted before arrival 
in Spain when he was a boy of two, 
really scribble in his ship’s log in He-
brew?

What is within our reach is to use 
our 21st century logic and our knowl-
edge of events to connect the dots of 
history, to string a story and pass it 
on, bringing hope to the future of our 
tribesmen in the wake of the ongoing 
Jewish tragedy of anti-Semitic perse-
cution.

In our stead there will come a dif-
ferent generation – more globalized, if 
you will, blurring lines between our es-
sentials until they are blended beyond 
our anticipation. 

Yet, unlike those who were forced 
to become conversos or were exter-
minated by the Nazis, we have sub-
stantially better means of preserving 
our trail and making new generations 
aware of and proud of their heritage. 

But are we doing all we can?
We are inspired by the year 5780! 

Compare it to America’s 527! 
We know it will be a meaningful 

Jewish year. L’Shana Tovah!
Don’t forget to join our mailing list 

to be notified of all events we offer dur-
ing the year. of Southwest Florida, we 
strive to preserve the eyewitness ac-
counts. The Eyewitness Stories are fea-
tured at the Virtual Museum of South-
west Florida Jewish History.

Membership in The Jewish His-
torical Society of Southwest Florida is 
open to anyone who is interested in our 
mission of local Jewish history preser-
vation.

Here’s how to reach us:
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

Ida Margolis
GenShoah SWFL presents many inter-
esting and important public programs 
each season, and the upcoming season 
will include especially significant pro-
grams. GenShoah’s mission statement 
is: “Promotion of Holocaust education 
and human rights, preservation of the 
history and memories of the Holocaust, 
connection of the Second Generation 
with one another, and support of the 
Holocaust Museum & Cohen Educa-
tion Center.” So even though Gen- 
Shoah is a 2g group, it is open to any-
one who is interested in the promotion 
of Holocaust education and human 
rights. 

Human rights issues will be high-
lighted and discussed at “Movies That 

Matter,” which will in-
clude three screenings 
of films presented by 
the Human Rights Film 
Coalition of Southwest 

Florida of which GenShoah is a mem-
ber. Each film will deal with current 
significant human rights issues, and 
facilitators with expertise in the top-
ics of the films will be present for  
a Q&A. 

GenShoah is also partnering with 
numerous organizations throughout 
SWFL to commemorate the 75th an-
niversary of the end of WWII and the 
liberation of the Nazi concentration 
camps. There will be numerous pro-
grams, including films and speakers, 
that will be announced throughout 
the season as part of the Butterflies of 
Hope and Remembrance Project. The 
kickoff to this project will take place 
at the Kristallnacht Commemoration 
at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 17 

at Saint John the Evangelist Catho-
lic Church, 625 111 Ave N, Naples. A 
special invitation has been extended 
to all survivors, children of survivors, 
and veterans to attend the event. If you 
would like more information about this 
program and upcoming programs, or 
if you know anyone in the area who 
helped liberate any of the Nazi con-
centration camps, please email me at  
genshoahswfl@gmail.com. 

In addition to the public events 
there will be two special programs for 
members of the Second Generation. On 
Sunday, December 15, the annual pot 
luck dinner will be held at a member’s 
home. On Sunday, February 9 there 
will be an opportunity for 2g members 
to share a personal story. 

GenShoah believes that support 
of the Holocaust Museum & Cohen 
Education Center is essential so that 
the museum can continue with its im-
portant and critical mission to “Teach 

the lessons of the Holocaust to inspire 
action against bigoty, hatred and vio-
lence.” GenShoah SWFL is an affin-
ity group of the museum, which sends 
out the GenShoah e-newsletter, helps 
sponsor and promote our programs, 
and often provides a venue for Gen-
Shoah programs and events. We do not 
charge a membership, as many Second 
Generation groups do. In keeping with 
our mission of supporting the museum, 
we ask that all those interested in the 
mission of GenShoah and who want 
to receive the GenShoah newsletter be 
members of the Holocaust Museum & 
Education Center. To become a mem-
ber, call 239.263.9200 or visit www.
HolocaustMuseumSWFL.org. 

More specifics and additional dates 
will be published in future editions of 
the L’CHAYIM and the GenShoah e-
newsletter. For additional information, 
email genshoahswfl@gmail.com.
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

The holidays are practically upon us al-
ready. It is almost like anticipating the 
first day of school. The snowbirds are 
coming back, year-round members are 
returning from vacation, activities are 
starting up, religious school is starting 
up, and the excitement is all around us.

By the time you read this, our new 
website should be ready to roll, we’ve 
had our first social of the new season 
with Neil Diamond at Cape Cabaret, 
we’ve had two pot luck dinners, a bar-

beque with the Iglesia 
Vida (you can tell we like 
our food), a ladies night 
out, and we are just be-
ginning.

Nancy Swanson and 
Danielle Urowsky gave 

the Rabbi a couple of Fridays off and 
did a beautiful service.

Going forward, we are starting a 
Tot Shabbat one Friday a month. Our 
new teacher, Sheerie Beauvais, will 
provide fun and creative learning ex-
periences for the little ones, followed 
by a pot luck dinner with the entire 
congregation. Afterwards, the adults 
and older children will have a regular 
Kabbalat Shabbat service followed by 
an Oneg Shabbat. 

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116
www.templeshalomfl.com

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

As the High Holy Day season ap-
proaches, Temple Judea, the egalitar-
ian Conservative congregation of Lee 
County, invites you to become a mem-
ber. Our congregation is a “family of 
families” and we pride ourselves on 
being a warm and supportive commu-
nity. We’d love to have you join us for 
our regular holiday services, as well as 
participate in services, classes, social 
events, social action projects and more 
throughout the year.

At 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 24, there will be an Open House 
Wine and Cheese Reception for new 
members and those interested in mem-
bership. It is an opportunity to meet the 
Rabbi and Director of Congregational 
Learning, as well as lay leaders of our 
shul. 

You can also find out more about 
membership at any time by calling the 
synagogue office.

Temple Judea will begin obser-
vance of the High Holy Days with a 
Selichot reception and service on Sat-

urday, September 21 at 
9:00 p.m. This reception 
and service are open to 
the community and there 
is no charge to attend.

Interactive High Hol-
iday services for families 

with young children will be held Erev 
Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, September 29 
at 6:00 p.m., and Kol Nidre, Tuesday, 
October 8 at 6:30 p.m. These two ser-
vices are also open to the community 
free of charge.

The regular Erev Rosh Hashanah 
service begins at 6:30 p.m. on Septem-
ber 29. Morning services will begin at 
9:30 a.m. on Monday, September 30, 
with a youth service scheduled to be-
gin at 10:30 a.m. On Tuesday, October 
1, services will again begin at 9:30 a.m.

Congregation members are invited 
to participate in Tashlich on September 
30 at 4:30 p.m. at the home of Rabbi 
Marc and Leni Sack. Directions to 
their home will be available in the syn-
agogue lobby after services. It’s time to 
toss those sins away!

On Friday evening, October 18 
there will be a Sukkot dinner after ser-
vices, and on Sunday evening, October 
20 there will be a Simchat Torah spa-
ghetti dinner before the service. Call 
Tab Scribner for more information.

Rabbi Solomon Agin, who serves 
Temple Shalom of Port Charlotte, 
was accepted into the membership of 
the Association of Clinical Pastoral 
Educators. The Association is highly 
regarded in the area of Pastoral Edu-
cation and Service. Rabbi Agin also 
holds membership in the American  

Association of Marriage 
and Family Therapy, 
and is a Board-Certified 
Chaplain with the Na-
tional Association of 
Jewish Chaplains. Rabbi 
Agin is the consulting 

Jewish Chaplain for Tidewell Hospital.
Temple Shalom, the Center of Jew-

ish Life, has many programs planned 
for the New Year 5780. Special appre-
ciation to the following: 
• Sylvia and Lesleigh Hershkowitz 

Foundation
• Ada Alpern Adult Education Fund

Speaking of Tab Scribner, our  
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab has been working hard over the 
summer planning a variety of hands-
on learning, interactive and stimulating 
lessons for the children in our Reli-
gious School. She has also planned a 
post-B’nei Mitzvah education program 
called Gesher, which includes inter-
generational mentoring, social outings, 
Jewish literature and modern Hebrew 
that can lead to high school credit. If 
you would like your children and teens 
to have a great Jewish education in a 
fun and inspiring environment with ex-
perienced teachers, then Temple Judea 
and Temple Judea Religious School 
are perfect for your family. Give Tab 
a call!

There is still time to become a 
member of Chaverot, Temple Judea’s 
Sisterhood. If you are a new member of 
Temple Judea as of Spring 2019, you 
receive a complimentary membership 
for the first year! Call the synagogue 
office for more information on how to 
join.

Rabbi Sack will teach an Introduc-
tion to Judaism class beginning Mon-
day evening, September 9. The class is 
for anyone wanting to learn more about 
Judaism and is a prerequisite for those 
considering conversion. Participants 

will learn about beliefs and prayer, 
Shabbat, holidays, dietary laws, ethics 
and values, history and modern com-
munities. Contact Rabbi Sack for more 
information.

Rabbi Sack will resume his month-
ly lunchtime Torah study on Thursday, 
September 5. The class is held the first 
Thursday of the month, at noon, at the 
offices of Myers & Brettholz. There is 
no cost to attend and all levels of Jew-
ish background are welcome.

Our monthly service of meals at 
the Salvation Army’s Meals with Com-
passion continues. Meals are served on 
Monday evenings and volunteers are 
needed for September and October. 
If you can help, email lindaidelson@
gmail.com. 
Regular scheduled events:

• Friday evening Shabbat services 
at 6:30 p.m., preceded each week 
with a wine and cheese reception 
starting at 6:15 p.m.

• Saturday morning Shabbat servic-
es at 9:30 a.m. followed by a Kid-
dush luncheon

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m. 

• The Rabbi’s Monthly Torah Study, 
the first Thursday of every month 
at noon at the offices of Myers & 
Brettholz

Our Religious School curriculum 
is also being revamped. Our educa-
tion committee believes that learning 
should be fun, and we want our chil-
dren to be excited to come and learn 
about and participate in our traditions. 
Temple Beth Shalom will have the 
most exciting, innovative Jewish Edu-
cation program around.

It is not just about the kids. Our 
leaders have been busy all summer put-
ting together a varied educational, cul-
tural and social program for the post-
bar/bat mitzvah students and adults. 
We are not ready to announce the de-
tails yet, but keep posted. Guests are 
always welcome and you won’t want 
to miss the fun. Email Sonia Norem-
berg at sonianoremberg@gmail.com if 

you would like to receive a copy of our 
email announcements.

Not everything is fun and games, 
and we take our religious and social 
outreach programs very seriously. Our 
High Holiday schedule will be posted 
on the website and published in our 
announcements. Friday night services 
begin every Friday at 7:30 p.m. and 
last about one hour. Saturday mornings 
we have a short Torah service followed 
by Torah study with the Rabbi. Brown 
Bag lunches, bowling, mahjong, Rosh 
Hodosh and more are ongoing. Check 
our announcements and visit https://
templebethshalomcc.org/ for the latest 
details.

Wishing all of you a healthy, joy-
ous New Year. Hope to see you at TBS.

• Sheldon and Marc Friedman Me-
morial Fund

• Robert Bader Lecture Fund
Here are just a few of the upcoming 
events and programs: 
• September 6, Relax Shabbat Early 

Service and dinner
• Book Club – “Lunch and Learn” 

with author Marcia Rudin (Tues-
day November 5)

• Friday evening, November 22 – 
Dr. David Bernstein, president of 
the Jewish Council of Public Af-
fairs following Shabbat Services

• Rabbi James Rudin annual talk 

following Shabbat Services on De-
cember 13 

• Ceramic Judaica with Dale Doyle
• Outdoor/Community Observance 

of Hanukkah and Music Program 
and treats – Sunday, December 22

• Trip to Sarasota Opera House – 
Cantor Azi Schwartz of the Park 
Avenue Synagogue, “From Bimah 
to Broadway”
Follow us in this newspaper for 

more programs and events. 
Temple Shalom is Charlotte Coun-

ty’s only Reform congregation affiliated 
with the Union for Reform Judaism. 

Rabbi Dermer arrives!
By Marc H. Kalman 
and Gail Thoen Kalman
Have you ever heard a story like this 
one?

Lawrence Dermer was a very suc-
cessful Cantorial Soloist at Temple 
Beth El in Boca Raton, which is a very 
large congregation of almost 1,300 
families. Lawrence and his wife Robin 
made a monumental decision to give 
up the security of his position and 
form the Shalom Life Center (SLC) in 
Southwest Florida. 

In 2015, they co-founded SLC 
with just a few families and began their 
journey.

If this wasn’t enough, about the 
same time that he and Robin co-

founded SLC, Lawrence 
personally committed to 
complete his formal stud-
ies in order to become 
a fully ordained rabbi. 
Lawrence and Robin 
have three beautiful chil-

dren, the oldest of which is also an or-
dained rabbi in New York. 

While this amazing story has many 
more chapters yet to be written, Law-
rence has now become Rabbi Law-
rence Dermer, having been ordained 
this past June. Now that Rabbi Dermer 
has achieved this goal, what does it 
mean for Shalom Life Center and its 
congregants that now number in the 
hundreds?

As part of the founding members 
of SLC that began in 2015, we feel that 
a period of tremendous growth and in-
novation lie ahead. Like many of our 
fellow congregants, we look forward 
to being part of establishing a perma-
nent physical home for our congrega-
tion where Rabbi Dermer’s joyous mu-

sical services can continue to fill the 
halls with services, classes, simchas, 
wisdom, love and peace. We also look 
forward to attending Rabbi Dermer’s 
seasonal concerts featuring the multi-
talented SLC band, which pay tribute 
to his musical roots and continually 
honor many of our greatest American 
musicians.

Like many of our fellow congre-
gants in their senior years, we never 
imagined becoming so involved with a 
congregation during our winter months 
in SWFL. Like so many others, we 
had raised our children, contributed to 
many building funds, and celebrated 
many simchas in our northern home-
town. 

When we moved to SWFL, we 
would never have thought that there 
would be such an innovative, warm, 
welcoming, diverse and musical con-
gregation like SLC. Very few like it 
exist in the United States. Each and 
every week, we look forward to attend-
ing services, worshiping and enjoying 

the friendship and warmth of our com-
munity, which has become our Shalom 
Life Center family. We love the many 
opportunities SLC offers its congre-
gants to be involved in Torah learning, 
Jewish traditions outreach and social-
ly-based activities. The amazing Onegs 
after Shabbat services have become 
legendary, and our High Holy Days 
services are beyond anything you’ve 
experienced. As an extra treat, we an-
ticipate that Rabbi Lawrence and Rob-
in will continue to outdo themselves 
and plan even more special programs, 
services and events for the 2019-2020 
season that often include exceptional 
speakers and entertainment.

We feel so blessed to be in this 
place at this time. Everyone is always 
welcome at SLC, so please come and 
say hello to Rabbi Lawrence and Robin 
Dermer and all of us at this truly unique 
and special place we call Shalom Life 
Center.

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

Schedule of Services for the Month of 
September & October 5780:
Friday Night: Welcoming the Shabbat 
Services – September 7:00 p.m., Octo-
ber 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Morning: Kabbalah Class 
9:00 a.m., Schacharit (Hodu) 10:00 
a.m., Children’s Program from 10:00 
a.m. to noon, Kiddush 12:15 p.m.
High Holiday Schedule:
Sunday, September 22: Selichot ser-
vices at 1:20 a.m.
Sunday, September 29: Rosh Hashana 
Evening services at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, September 30: Rosh Hashana 
Day 1 Kabbalah / Educational Service 
9:00 a.m., Services at 10:00 a.m., Sho-
far Blowing 11:30 a.m., Children’s 
Program from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
Evening Services 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 1: Rosh Hashana 
Day 2 Kabbalah / Educational Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Services at 10:00 a.m., 
Shofar Blowing 11:30 a.m., Children’s 
Program from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
Evening Services 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 8: Kol Nidre/Yom 
Kippur services at 6:30 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Program from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 9: Regular servic-
es at 9:00 a.m., Yizkor at 10:45 a.m., 

CHABAD LUBAVITCH
Fort Myers

(239) 433-7708
www.chabadswf.org

                   

MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT 
 

A tribute is a thoughtful gift honoring a 
special occasion , including birthdays, 
anniversary's, promotions, bar/bat 
mitzvah, or to express sympathy. 

Honoring a special person 
 
 
 

through a tribute gift to the Jewish Family Services of Lee &   
Charlotte Counties is a wonderful way to recognize a simcha 
(happy occasion) or remember a loved one. Not only does your 
gift show your family and friends that you care, it goes to work 
helping Jews in need and building vibrant communities locally, 
in Israel and around the world. 

 Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
 Births 
 Confirmations 
 Get well wishes 
 Job promotions 

 Loss of a loved one 
 New homes 
 Weddings 
 and much more 

A personalized Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
tribute card will be sent to the honoree or bereaved on your     
behalf, reflecting a personal message if you wish.   

MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT  

visit our website at jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials 
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CHABAD
Charlotte County
(941) 833-3381 

www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com

following Shabbat Services on De-
cember 13 

• Ceramic Judaica with Dale Doyle
• Outdoor/Community Observance 

of Hanukkah and Music Program 
and treats – Sunday, December 22

• Trip to Sarasota Opera House – 
Cantor Azi Schwartz of the Park 
Avenue Synagogue, “From Bimah 
to Broadway”
Follow us in this newspaper for 

more programs and events. 
Temple Shalom is Charlotte Coun-

ty’s only Reform congregation affiliated 
with the Union for Reform Judaism. 

Schedule of Services for the Month of 
September & October 5780:
Friday Night: Welcoming the Shabbat 
Services – September 7:00 p.m., Octo-
ber 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Morning: Kabbalah Class 
9:00 a.m., Schacharit (Hodu) 10:00 
a.m., Children’s Program from 10:00 
a.m. to noon, Kiddush 12:15 p.m.
High Holiday Schedule:
Sunday, September 22: Selichot ser-
vices at 1:20 a.m.
Sunday, September 29: Rosh Hashana 
Evening services at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, September 30: Rosh Hashana 
Day 1 Kabbalah / Educational Service 
9:00 a.m., Services at 10:00 a.m., Sho-
far Blowing 11:30 a.m., Children’s 
Program from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
Evening Services 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 1: Rosh Hashana 
Day 2 Kabbalah / Educational Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Services at 10:00 a.m., 
Shofar Blowing 11:30 a.m., Children’s 
Program from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
Evening Services 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 8: Kol Nidre/Yom 
Kippur services at 6:30 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Program from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 9: Regular servic-
es at 9:00 a.m., Yizkor at 10:45 a.m., 

Children’s Program from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
Concluding Yom Kip-
pur services at 5:00 p.m., 
Break-the-fast meal at 
7:40 p.m. 
Sunday, October 13: 

Sukkot services at 6:30 p.m.
Monday, October 14: Sukkot Day 1 
Kabbalah 9:00 A.M., Services at 10:00 
a.m., Children’s Program from 10:00 
a.m. to noon, evening service at 6:30 
p.m.
Tuesday, October 15: Sukkot Day 2 
Kabbalah 9:00 A.M. Services at 10:00 
a.m., Children’s Program from 10:00 
a.m. to noon, evening service at 6:30 
p.m.
Sunday, October 20: Shmini Atzeret 
services at 6:30 p.m., Rabbi’s Birthday 
Party
Monday, October 21: Sukkot / Shmini 
Atzeret Kabbalah 9:00 A.M., Services 
at 10:00 a.m. (Yizkor at 11:00 a.m.) 
Children’s Program from 10:00 a.m. 
to noon, services at 6:30 p.m. FOL-
LOWED BY A GRAND SIMCHAT 
TORAH PARTY
Tuesday, October 22: Sukkot / Simchat 
Torah Kabbalah 9:00 A.M., Services at 
10:00 a.m., Children’s Program from 
10:00 a.m. to noon, services at 6:30 
p.m.

Shana Tova. May you all be writ-
ten in the book of life and a year in-
fused with all blessings for prosperity, 
health and all that your heart desires.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH
Fort Myers

(239) 433-7708
www.chabadswf.org

The High Holidays with Chabad is an 
experience you don’t want to miss. 
All are welcome. Whether your back-
ground in Jewish prayer and practice 
is extensive or limited, the services 
will leave you feeling enriched, con-
nected, uplifted and energized to start 
your New Year in a most meaningful 
way. There is no seat charge; dona-
tions are greatly appreciated. Hebrew/
English prayer books will be provided. 
All High Holiday services are held at 
The Chabad Center, 204 E Mckenzie 
St., Unit B, Punta Gorda. For more in-
formation, please call 941.833.3381 or 
email info@chabadofcharlottecounty.
com.

We wish the entire 
Jewish Community, a 
Shana Tova, a Happy 
Sweet New Year.
Rosh Hashana Eve: Sun, 
Sep 29, Services 7:00 
p.m. 

Rosh Hashana Community Dinner: 
Sun, Sep 29, approx. 8:00 p.m.
RSVP by Sep 25 to 941.833.3381.
Rosh Hashana Day One: Monday, Sep 
30, Morning Service 10:00 a.m., Blow-
ing of the Shofar 12:15 p.m., Services 
followed by Kiddush and Tashlich
Rosh Hashana Day Two: Tue, Oct 1, 
Morning Service 10:00 a.m., Blowing 
of the Shofar 12:15 p.m.

Get into the High Holiday spirit 
with a Women’s Challah Bake! Join 
other women at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
October 3, as we knead, braid, learn 
and laugh together. For more informa-
tion and to RSVP, visit www.chabad 
ofcharlottecounty.com.

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

Candle lighting times:
September     6:    7:24
September  13:    7:16
September  20:    7:09
September  27:    7:01
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TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

What is more fun than a barrel of mon-
keys and more adorable than a basket 
of kittens? Tot Shabbat, that’s what. Tot 
Shabbat takes place on the first Friday 
of each month. The next one is Sep-
tember 6 at 6:00 p.m. If you enjoyed 
our August Bring-a-Friend Shabbat, 
you’ll love our next community Shab-
bat dinner, taking place on Friday, Sep-
tember 13 at 6:00 p.m., followed by 
Erev Shabbat services and community 
candle lighting at 7:30 p.m. We’ll pro-
vide the candles and the candlesticks.

French speakers: Wednesday, Sep-
tember 11 at noon in the TBE library is 
your next opportunity to speak French 
with your fellow Jewish Francophones. 
Vous êtes invités.

Where can you find good food, 
great company and conversation cen-

tered around Jewish con-
tent? Lunch & Learn, 
that’s where. Mark your 
calendar for the third 
Thursday of each month, 
and join us at Starz Res-
taurant at noon for an 

hour of relaxed and friendly eating 
and learning in a casual environment. 
Lunch & Learn welcomes the wider 
Jewish community. In fact, some of our 
newer TBE members ended up join-
ing TBE after trying us out at Lunch 
& Learn. The next Lunch & Learn is 
Thursday, September 19. Bring a friend 
with you if you like. 

Ah, summer. School’s out, traffic 
is down, and the living is easier, albeit 
hotter. But that was then, this is now: 
ah, fall...religious school and confirma-
tion class are in session, we hope for a 
quiet hurricane season, and here come 
the Jewish holidays already. Talmud & 
Life class, Torah study, and Rabbi Lu-
na’s summer sermons have been gently 
guiding us toward the High Holy Days.

The choir is getting ready, with 

rehearsals beginning on Thursday, 
September 5 at 6:00 p.m. New choir 
members are welcome; contact Can-
tor Bessman for more information 
(cantorbessman@templebethel.com or 
239.433.0018). Our band, consisting 
of an accordion, two keyboards and a 
flute, will perform the uplifting music 
together with the choir. From tradition-
al to contemporary, the Jewish holiday 
music we know and love from year to 
year and from generation to genera-
tion, adds something special to the ex-
perience. 

Our shofar blowers have perfected 
their skills. Our Torah silver has been 
polished with love and with care. Fresh 
flowers will grace the bimah. All the 
tallitot have been dry cleaned. Audio 
enhancers with new batteries can be 
borrowed for use during services. Eye-
glass readers are also available to bor-
row during services. 

Join us on Saturday, September 
21 for our Selichot dessert reception 
at 8:00 p.m., and Havdalah service at 
9:00 p.m. The venue for our tashlich 

luncheon on Rosh Hashanah is Lakes 
Park. Sponsored by Sisterhood, this 
luncheon is open to all High Holy Days 
ticket holders and their guests. Always 
special, our Yom Kippur musical medi-
tation interlude will include a mix of 
choir, piano, cello, plus a cappella mu-
sic sung by Cantor Bessman. And we 
look forward to the terrific break-the-
fast provided by our Men’s Club. 

Our gratitude goes out to TBE staff 
and volunteers – choir members, band, 
Ritual Committee, Mitzvah Commit-
tee, Sisterhood, Men’s Club and so 
many others, too numerous to mention, 
who have given so freely of themselves 
to make the High Holy Day observanc-
es special. A special shout out goes to 
Phyllis and Berny Aronson, who have 
choreographed these arrangements for 
the last five years. Todah rabah, Phyl-
lis and Berny. What would TBE do 
without you two? 

All of us look forward to warmly 
welcoming our congregants, families 
and guests. L’Shana Tova.

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Worship on the Days of Awe remains 
free and open to all. Please consult the 
ad in this issue or visit www.fortmyers 
synagogue.com for dates and times. 
There is safe, ample, off-street parking 
at our synagogue. 

“All hands on deck” at 11:00 a.m. 
on Sunday, September 29 as we pre-
pare our Community Hall to welcome 
the very large number of worshippers 
who join us on “the holidays.” 

Heartfelt thanks to our anonymous 
donors for underwriting the additional 

holidays music costs as 
well as the complimen-
tary break-the-fast at the 
end of the Day of Atone-
ment.

We are pleased to 
welcome renowned local 

cellist Tim Torres to our C.F.S. Musical 
Ensemble. Tim joins professional key-
board artist Joseph Brauer, volunteer 
flutist Laurie McConville with vocal-
ists Traci Pavel and Richard McCon-
ville. 

Friday evening dinners continue 
weekly throughout the year starting at 
6:30 p.m. There is no charge. Those 
who wish to bring a dish, salad or des-
sert are welcome to do so while avoid-
ing dairy ingredients. Vegetarian dish-
es are especially welcome. Worship 

begins at 7:30 p.m. conducted by our 
remarkable congregational hazzanim, 
gifted musician Joseph Brauer, and 
with a thought-provoking, educational 
message from the Rabbi. A social hour 
follows.

Sabbath morning Torah Study 
Breakfasts with the Rabbi also carry 
on year-round from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
in our Community Hall, 10868 Metro 
Parkway. A breakfast nosh is always 
welcome. Over its 22 years in Fort My-
ers, Rabbi Diamond’s Sabbath morn-
ing Torah classes have become a main-
stay of adult Jewish education. The 
weekly Torah and Haftarah are studied, 
accompanied by lively discussion and 
lots of “aha!” moments. It’s never too 
late to start!

The Community Free Synagogue 

provides free Jewish education includ-
ing personalized Hebrew tutoring to 
all Jewish young people ages 8 and 
above in our area. This special educa-
tional opportunity is enriched within a 
positive, wholesome congregation set-
ting that deeply values and welcomes 
young people and their families. There 
are no membership requirements. For 
more information, email synfree@
comcast.net or call the synagogue at 
239.466.6671.

Now in its 15th year, The Commu-
nity Free Synagogue is a contemporary 
alternative to the private membership 
model, enjoying broad-based partici-
pation throughout our area as a vital 
community resource. Every C.F.S.  
activity and program is free and open 
to all.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(732) 780-2016
www.batyam.org

A new cycle is beginning in the Jewish 
calendar for the year 5780. The High 
Holy Days will begin 20 days later this 
year than in 2018. Once again, Rabbi 
Stephen and Vickie Fuchs are open-
ing their home to congregants and 
visitors for a special Selichot service 
on Saturday, September 21 at 7:30 
p.m. Reflection and discussion of the 
special prayers and poems meant to 
help worshipers focus on their inner 
thoughts and strive for repentance will 
take place at 1839 Farm Trail Road on 
Sanibel.

For those who will gather for the 
High Holy Days services at Temple 
Bat Yam, they will be greeted by new 
prayer books, thanks to Lois Lorsch’s 
initiative, to replace the 40-year-old 
texts that were previously used. The 
new books, entitled Mishkan HaNe-
fesh, are a two-volume set – one book 
for use on Rosh Hashanah and the 
other for Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur. 
The new books feature fully transliter-

ated liturgy, many more 
options for Torah read-
ings, texts that provide 
background and context, 
poetry, additional read-
ings and commentary 
by Reform Movement 

thinkers as well as more egalitarian 
wording. It is anticipated that Rabbi 
Fuchs and Cantor Murray Simon will 
create a blend of the traditional prayers 
with new readings from the new prayer 
books.

High Holy Days services are held 
in Fellowship Hall on the campus of the 
Sanibel Congregational UCC at 2050 
Periwinkle Way on Sanibel. While no 
tickets are required for attendance by 
the Bat Yam community, guests or visi-
tors, donations are always appreciated.

Rabbi Fuchs will conduct the High 
Holy Days services with Cantor Simon 
beginning with Erev Rosh Hashanah 
on Sunday, September 29 at 7:30 p.m. 
Abigail Allison will provide piano ac-
companiment. Rosh Hashanah services 
are at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, Septem-
ber 30. At about 1:00 p.m., there will 
be a Tashlich service on the beach at 
1605 Middle Gulf Drive hosted by 
Michael and Elissa Samet. Kol Nidre 
is at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 8. 

Yom Kippur services are at 10:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday, October 9. The Yizkor/
Memorial portion of the service will be 
at about 4:00 p.m. The day of prayer 
ends with a Break-the-Fast at about 
6:00 p.m.

It is necessary to RSVP to Elissa 
Karasin Samet if you plan to attend the 
Tashlich service and contribute to the 
potluck luncheon to follow.

The Break-the-Fast requires a res-
ervation by October 4. Please contact 
Esta Berger at erb1882@aol.com for 
details.

The Peace Corps acquiesced and 
granted leave time for Rabbi Myra 
Soifer. She came to Fort Myers at the 
end of July for the 50th wedding anni-
versary celebration of Rabbi James and 
Marcia Rudin. Rabbi Soifer conducted 
Shabbat services on Friday evening at 
Temple Bat Yam before an audience 
that included clergy, family and friends 

– a very learned crowd.
Shortly before the anniversary 

weekend, Becky Kon hosted a gather-
ing of friends from near and far, also 
in Fort Myers. Having scheduled the 
luncheon for July 14, Bastille Day, 
the music and food all had a delightful 
light French touch.

With his return to Sanibel, Rabbi 
Fuchs will resume conducting weekly 
Shabbat services as of Friday, Septem-
ber 20, beginning at 7:30 p.m. Many 
thanks to all those who volunteered to 
lead a Shabbat service throughout the 
warm and wet summer months so that 
there would be weekly prayer.

We extend best wishes for a 
healthy and peaceful New Year to all 
of our Temple Bat Yam family and 
friends whether in SWFL or elsewhere 
in the U.S. We look forward to having 
everyone together again at Bat Yam 
very soon.

Send an email to amypadilla@jfedlcc.org 

GET THE LATEST INFORMATION ON 
UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS, 
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES,  
BREAKING NEWS, 
UPDATES FROM ISRAEL & MORE. 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Sign up for e-blasts! 

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
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luncheon on Rosh Hashanah is Lakes 
Park. Sponsored by Sisterhood, this 
luncheon is open to all High Holy Days 
ticket holders and their guests. Always 
special, our Yom Kippur musical medi-
tation interlude will include a mix of 
choir, piano, cello, plus a cappella mu-
sic sung by Cantor Bessman. And we 
look forward to the terrific break-the-
fast provided by our Men’s Club. 

Our gratitude goes out to TBE staff 
and volunteers – choir members, band, 
Ritual Committee, Mitzvah Commit-
tee, Sisterhood, Men’s Club and so 
many others, too numerous to mention, 
who have given so freely of themselves 
to make the High Holy Day observanc-
es special. A special shout out goes to 
Phyllis and Berny Aronson, who have 
choreographed these arrangements for 
the last five years. Todah rabah, Phyl-
lis and Berny. What would TBE do 
without you two? 

All of us look forward to warmly 
welcoming our congregants, families 
and guests. L’Shana Tova.

provides free Jewish education includ-
ing personalized Hebrew tutoring to 
all Jewish young people ages 8 and 
above in our area. This special educa-
tional opportunity is enriched within a 
positive, wholesome congregation set-
ting that deeply values and welcomes 
young people and their families. There 
are no membership requirements. For 
more information, email synfree@
comcast.net or call the synagogue at 
239.466.6671.

Now in its 15th year, The Commu-
nity Free Synagogue is a contemporary 
alternative to the private membership 
model, enjoying broad-based partici-
pation throughout our area as a vital 
community resource. Every C.F.S.  
activity and program is free and open 
to all.
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Order Your 
High Holiday Greeting Today! 

This High Holiday season, say 

SE

Sign up now for the October issue of L’CHAYIM for as little as 
$18 per greeting.  Choose from these sample greetings. 

It’s easy!  Just select your ad(s), then complete and return the 
form below! 

SEPTEMBER 
6 

DEADLINE 

ORDER FORM 

CHECK YOUR AD 
CHOICES BELOW: 

_____ #1A ($18) _____ #1D ($18) 
_____ #1B ($18) _____ #2A ($36) 
_____ #1C ($18) _____ #2B ($54) 

PRINT your family name(s) on the line below how you want them to appear: 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check for $________________ made payable to the Jewish Federation. 

Credit Card #__________/__________/__________/__________  Exp. ______/______ 

Mail to: Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
9701 Commerce Center Court * Fort Myers, FL  33908

FORM & PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

L’CHAYIM is continuing the practice of publishing your     
High Holiday greetings to your family and friends wherever they
may be. Order your greeting for the October 2019 issue of L’CHAYIM.

#1A:  $18 

#2A:  $36 #2B:  $54 

L’Shana Tova Tikatevu.

L’Shana Tova 

The Simon Family 

L’Shana Tova 
Umetukah 

Brian & Mindi The Simon Family 

The Simons 

Simon 

#1B:  $18 #1C:  $18 #1D:  D:  $18 

I want to place the following High Holiday greeting(s) in the October 2019 L’CHAYIM 

“L’Shana Tova” 
to your friends and family 

in Southwest Florida! 


