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The beauty of their faces

Ensconced in the middle of Le-
viticus, as part of the Holiness 
Code, is the following verse: 

“mipnei sayvah takum, v’hadarta pinei 
zakayn.” Danny Siegel, an expert on 

tzedakah and a poet, 
translates this as: 
“You shall rise be-
fore an elder and al-
low the beauty, glory 
and majesty of their 
faces to emerge.” 
(Leviticus 19:32)

As I see it, this 
is the mission of the 
Friendly Visitor Pro-

gram: “To allow the beauty, glory and 
majesty of their faces to emerge.” Not 
just honoring Mom and Dad, but rev-
erencing all of the elderly is a mitzvah. 

The question is how do we achieve 
this? The Friendly Visitor Program will 
help by inviting you to share a meal 
with someone, either at their place, 
your home or out on the town. It might 
be that you would enjoy reading to an 
elder and thus remind them of when 
they read to their kids and when their 
folks used to read to them.

How about playing a game of 
chess or checkers, Monopoly or Clue? 
I bet there are many elders who would 
appreciate your gamesmanship and 
your presence. Many seniors could use 
a little help around the house with light 
chores. Or maybe those who are some-
what tech savvy could help a senior 
Facetime with a grandchild. 

Sometimes, just calling once a 
week to check in and see if they need 

anything would be great. This too 
would let them know they are not 
forgotten. How many other ways can 
you think of to allow an elder's beau-
ty, glory and majesty to shine brightly? 
Some visitors might choose to watch a 
football game together (with or with-
out the six-pack!). Going for a walk on 
the beach or a drive around town could 
be a real treat. For those of you with 
green thumbs, maybe you could help a 
senior grow a plant or two. Glenn Mill-
er, anyone? Music does a powerful job 
connecting us with our memories. Why 
not spin a record together or call some-
thing up on your laptop that both you, 
and a senior, might enjoy.

The fact is, many of our seniors 
confront loneliness and depression on 

Introducing:

Herb Keinon

The Jerusalem Post

Tuesday, October 25that 6:00 PM

Herb Keinon is a senior contributing editor

and analyst, writing extensively on

diplomacy, politics and Israeli society.

A discussion on Israel &the Upcoming ElectionLive on Zoom
 
 

To register for this free event:
JewishFederationLCC.org/calendar

Zoom link will be provided when you register.
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By Jodi Cohen, Jewish Family Services Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

OOUURR  MMIISSSSIIOONN  

To strengthen and enrich the Jewish  
Community by providing and supporting 
philanthropic, educational and social   
service programs locally, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 
 

OOUURR  VVIISSIIOONN  

A Jewish Community that is based on 
Jewish values such as Tzedakah 
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking     
responsibility for one another). 
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Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin...continued from previous page
a daily basis. When you add in the enforced separa-
tion and fear that Covid brought, this may well be a 
difficult time for many of our seniors. As a Jewish 
community, we are called to be “rachamim b’nei ra-
chamim” – compassionate children of compassionate 
parents. And so we must learn to rise before the elder-
ly and to rise before this occasion. 

I invite all seniors reading this column to get in 
touch and let me know what kind of visit you would 
like to have. And I invite all those willing, whatever 

your age and talents, to come and join us in this won-
derful mitzvah. I trust that no matter how much time 
you devote to this, the rewards will be even greater 
than you can imagine – both for you and for our se-
niors.
Rabbi Michael J. Schorin serves as the JFS Commu-
nity Chaplain and Friendly Visitor Program Coordi-
nator for the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte 
Counties. This position is made possible by a grant 
from ARPA (The American Rescue Plan).

A new sense of purpose and joy

 Debbie Sanford

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Welcome to 5783! We are so excited at Fed-
eration for the new year and the many new 
ideas for programs and list of events that 

are circulating around our freshly painted and new-
ly decorated office. First, a giant and sincere thank 
you to everyone who has helped us get to this beau-
tiful point: Sara Krivisky, Harvey Charter, Christian 
Zogaib, Lori Ramos and Ian Sanford. Wait until you 
visit our office and see how warm and inviting it is. 
Of course, I had to put my feminine touch on a few 
things. You will love what you see and how it all 
makes you feel the next time you visit us.

I will always love programing, and since we 

have been short-staffed for some time, I have had 
the opportunity to work on our upcoming calendar of 
events. Lori has updated our online calendar, so when 
you get a chance, please visit our website at www.
JewishFederationLCC.org.

I have had my share of long articles the last few 
months, so I will spare you and keep this one short 
and sweet. The staff and I hope to bring a new sense 
of purpose and joy to the Lee and Charlotte communi-
ties. We are concentrating on collaborations and com-
munity engagement and growing our Jewish Family 
Services division to improve lives and connect you 
with our community’s many resources.

If you are in need of support, or just a friendly ear, 
I hope you will reach out and know that you have a 
friend here ready to listen. We are here for each other, 
and I am confident that our shared strengths will only 
continue to grow in the new year. With your support, 
we are able to spark change, improve lives and share 
traditions among generations. Thank you!

 Dena 
    Corkhill

By Dena Corkhill, Director of Engagement & Programs
An introduction

I am so happy to get started in my new role as Di-
rector of Engagement & Programs for the Jewish 
Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

I met Debbie Sanford in 
2019 as an attendee of some 
Tribe events. Fast forward to 
the summer of 2022 when I hap-
pened upon Debbie at a Cape 
Coral Chamber of Commerce 
event in which she let me know 
that she was hiring. I happened to 
be there accompanying my hus-
band who is a Chamber member 
because I was looking for a new 

role in my career. What are the chances?! You might 
even say it was bashert!

A little about me: I have a background in sales, 
but what appealed to me most about this position 

is that I yearn to establish a real connection to my 
Jewish heritage. I grew up in Boca Raton with my  
Jewish single mother and attended JCC summer 
camp. I now live in North Fort Myers with my hus-
band and four boys, ages 18, 16, 11 and five months. 
We enjoy swimming in our pool and going out on the 
boat on weekends.

I will be planning some super fun events this com-
ing season. Because I originally came to this organi-
zation as a Tribe member, I am really excited about 
planning some Tribe events for the 30s to 40s group. 
Also, I’d like to get some more PJ library events on 
the calendar. As a mom with a little one, this program 
is wonderful!

I look forward to getting to know all of you. 
Please come out and support our events and be sure 
to stop by and say hi.

Meet Me In Jerusalem
7-10 Days In Israel

CELEBRATE
ISRAEL'S 

75TH
BIRTHDAY

Book Now

Jewish Federation Organized Trip to Israel

Contact: Debbie Sanford
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org or 239.481.4449 x6

APRIL 17-23, 2023
EXTENDED OPTION, APRIL 23-26

OVERNIGHTS IN: TEL AVIV, NAHARIYA &
JERUSALEM

 
LAND, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY $3,750

$500 DEPOSIT RESERVES YOUR SPACE, DUE BY 12/31
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By Jodi Cohen, Jewish Family Services Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

 Jodi Cohen

Saturday Night Live alum Mike 
Myers performed a recurring 
talk-show character based on his 

former mother-in-law, a Jewish woman 
from Long Island. On “Coffee Talk,” 
(pr. Caw-fee Tawk), Myers’ character 
would become easily overwhelmed 
with emotion and exclaim, “Oy, I’m 
getting verklempt!”

As the person responsible for 
making sure the 
shelves in The 
Cadkin Founda-
tion Food Pantry 
are full, I my-
self often get 
verklempt due to 
the rise in food 
prices. While the 
Federation does 

get free food from The Midwest and 
Harry Chapin Food Banks each month, 
we actually purchase the majority of 
the food that we distribute to clients. 
That’s right – we buy most of the food 
for the pantry.

That is why your contributions to 
the pantry are deeply appreciated and 
make a difference. Whether you make 
online donations in honor or memory 
of someone, drop off food, order gro-
ceries to be delivered or send gift cards 
– every single thing you do makes it 
possible for Jewish Family Services to 
provide food for those in our commu-
nity who need help.

Our pantry client numbers are 
steadily growing each month, as are 
the calls for emergency assistance. In 
August we provided housing assis-
tance for a single mother and her three 
children, paid electric and utility bills, 
and provided gas gift cards to several 
new pantry clients. I made a shidduch, 
a match, between a brand new donated 
smart phone with a client whose cur-
rent phone was held together by rub-
ber bands. I was verklempt about the 
match, but in a good way.

JFS could use more volunteers 
to shop for groceries. Grocery orders 
placed online for delivery or pick-up 
limit the amount of food you can get 
vs. actually going in the store to shop. 

If you are interested in being a shop-
per, please be in touch. No big orders 
or heavy lifting, I promise.

A huge, heartfelt thank you to 
Community Free Synagogue members 
for their wildly successful food drive 
and the volunteers who helped shlep 
all the food into our small, but mighty 
food pantry. Pictured are Melinda Dia-
mond and Natalie Fulton.

Lunch Bunch
Thank you to Rabbi Marc Sack and the 
staff at Temple Judea for hosting the 
August Lunch Bunch. We had a blast 
with new faces, friends reuniting and 
people connecting with each other. As 
always, we ate delicious food from  
Jason’s Deli, our generous community 
partner.

Rabbi Sack showed us photos 
of synagogues from 
around the world as we 
discussed where the 
pulpits were located in 
each temple and why 
the position of the pul-
pits changed over time 
from the middle to the 
front of the sanctuary. 
Some of the photos were 
absolutely stunning, yet 
I couldn’t help but think 
about how hard it would 
be to clean some of 

those fancy, tall windows. Oy.
I describe the free monthly Lunch 

Bunch program as a simcha, a happy 
event that feels like a combination Bat 
Mitzvah/Wedding/Sweet Sixteen party. 
If you’d like to volunteer at the Lunch 
Bunch or simply attend, RSVP by the 
deadline listed each month WITH 
YOUR FOOD ORDER. If you don’t 

tell me your sandwich/bread prefer-
ence, I can’t order a boxed lunch for 
you!

Our new policy is that if you cancel 
your RSVP (by phone or email) after 
8:00 a.m. the day of the lunch or don’t 
show up, you will be asked to make 
a donation to cover the cost of your 
lunch. Thank you for understanding.

Here we are once again, at the 
High Holy Days. I send best wishes 
for a sweet year to everyone. May you 
be written in the Book of Life, in the 
Healthy section. May you reflect on 
your resilience during this past year and 
may your spirit find renewed strength. 
My prayer is that you find whatever 
makes your heart sing and do more of 
that, because if your heart is singing, 
my own heart will hear it. B’shalom.

FEDERATION NEWS

Above two photos: August Lunch Bunch attendees
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
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Local Seniors Services  
Lunch Bunch, a monthly gathering with a free lunch for older adults to meet 

and schmooze. 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es for Rosh         

Hashanah, Hanukkah and    Passover.  
Holocaust survivor outreach. 
 

Local Social Services  
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and referral       

services.  
Friendly Visitor Program. 
 

Local Emergency Services  
Food Pantry and gi� cards.  
Emergency nancial assistance grants to families and individuals in crisis.  
Local disaster outreach and assistance. 

HOW THE JEWISH FEDERATION SERVES  

Local Jewish Educa on and Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Cultural Programs 

for all ages including the  Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish author 
events, Out & About Films, Israel celebra�on, day trips,  
Israeli folk dancing ,PJ Library & TRIBE, a young adult group. 

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local,  na�onal and interna�onal Jewish 
issues.  

New CRC‐Community Rela�ons Council to address issues of 
an�‐Semi�sm and  Interfaith Rela�ons.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish 
community �es with Israel. Holocaust educa�on for middle 
and high school students in the community and a college 
campus Jewish life experience commi�ee. 

Volunteer opportuni�es for all ages. 
 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American 

Jewish Joint Distribu�on Commi�ee (JDC) for full‐spectrum 
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in 60+  
countries around the world.  

Partnership 2Gether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron 
Region in Israel.  

 
 

Jewish Community Founda on  
An endowment that ensures future social and educa�onal 

programming and support for our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in 

Israel.  
Jewish camp scholarships. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community         

enrichment.  
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Learn more about David at
www.DavidKleinHospitalBoard.com

Paid for by David Klein, Candidate for Hospital Board

VOTE FOR DAVID KLEIN like our community’s 
health care depends on it...Because it does.

EXPERIENCE. EXPERTISE. LEADERSHIP. 

FOR LEE HEALTH HOSPITAL BOARD DISTRICT 3

FOR DISTRICT

The ONLY candidate or board member with  
senior executive experience at health care 
delivery systems and insurance companies

10 years as CEO of a multi-billion-dollar, 
not-for-profit health insurance company  
and delivery system

Knows Lee Health as an advisor and  
active member of Lee Health Finance  
and Investment Committee

Demonstrated compassion for  
Lee County through distinguished  
leadership to United Way, FGCU  
and New Life Dream Substance  
Abuse Treatment Center

Outstanding track record 
as a board member, member  
and advisor to nationwide  
not-for-profit and for-profit  
health care companies

M E M B E R 
Temple Beth El

M A J O R  D O N O R 
Jewish Federation  

of Lee and  
Charlotte Counties

David Klein brings real health care business leadership 
to the Hospital Board when it needs it more than ever.

In memory of Judy Freling, October 26, 2019         
from Marty Freling 

In celebration of Marsha Kistler                               
from Naomi Bloom 
 

In celebration of Marsha Kistler’s Special Birthday      
from Debbie Sanford & Lee Strauss 
 
In honor of Debbie Sanford’s Birthday 
Lee & Mackenzi Strauss & Ian Sanford 
 

Stay in touch throughout the month. 
Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information 
on upcoming community 
events and cultural activities, 
breaking news, updates from 
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
denacorkhill@jfedlcc.org
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By Ella Nayor, Holocaust Education Director
“Kristallnacht: We Remember”

 Ella Nayor

The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties in con-
junction with the Shell Point 

Retirement Community is sponsoring 
“Kristallnacht: We Remember.”

The event will feature guest speak-
ers Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, senior rabbi 

of Bat Yam Tem-
ple of the Islands 
on Sanibel, and 
author and speak-
er; and Dr. Robert 
Hilliard, a Sani-
bel resident and 
World War II lib-
erator, hero, au-
thor and speaker.

Rabbi Fuchs, whose late father, 
Leo Fuchs, was arrested in Leipzig, 
Germany, on Kristallnacht, abused and 
sent to the Dachau Prison Camp. He 
speaks regularly in Germany and many 
other venues to urge peace, reconcili-
ation and the need to stand up for hu-
manity. 

Dr. Hilliard a, private at the time 
of WWII, along with a fellow private, 
procured food for starving liberated 
Holocaust survivors. He and his friend 
started a letter-writing campaign that 
snaked its way through the U.S. until 
landing on the desk of the President. 
From then on, drastic changes were 
made regarding the well-being of lib-
erated Holocaust survivors, with food 

and help being sent to Europe. Dr. Hil-
liard, at 97, is a social activist and im-
passioned speaker for humanity.

Kristallnacht, or the Night of the 
Broken Glass, refers to the night of  
November 9, 1938, when Jews were 
terrorized in Germany by Nazis and 
residents in retribution for the murder 
of a German official by a Jewish ref-
ugee. During the night, synagogues 
were smashed, Jewish shops were bro-
ken into, their glass windows shattered 
littering the streets with glass, and Jews 
were attacked, rounded up and impris-
oned and murdered. The event became 
known as the starting point for the  
terror and horror that would become 
the Holocaust.

Rabbi Fuchs and Dr. Hilliard will 
share their experiences and offer guid-
ance for overcoming hatred and indif-
ference. This event will also highlight 
the new Holocaust Education Depart-
ment at the Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties created during 

a rising tide of antisemitism in Lee 
County and Southwest Florida. The 
Federation sees the need to provide 
Holocaust and anti-hate education and 
programming within the communities’ 
schools and centers.

“Kristallnacht: We Remember” 
will be held at 400 p.m. on Thursday, 
November 10 in the Connie Brown 
Hall in the Tribby Arts Center at 17281 
On Par Boulevard, Fort Myers. There 
will be a musical accompaniment to 
the event performed by professional 
musicians Diane and Chuck Coffman. 

There is no charge for tickets. Seating 
is limited. Refreshments will be pro-
vided. To register for the event, visit 
JewishFederationLCC.org/calendar.

Speakers will be available to chat 
after the event and will have their cel-
ebrated books available for purchase.

For more information about the 
event or about the Holocaust Depart-
ment and opportunities for support and 
how to donate, please contact me at 
239.281.7874 or jfedholocaustdirector 
@gmail.com.

Dr. Robert Hilliard Rabbi Stephen Fuchs
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“Kristallnacht: We Remember”
There is no charge for tickets. Seating 
is limited. Refreshments will be pro-
vided. To register for the event, visit 
JewishFederationLCC.org/calendar.

Speakers will be available to chat 
after the event and will have their cel-
ebrated books available for purchase.

For more information about the 
event or about the Holocaust Depart-
ment and opportunities for support and 
how to donate, please contact me at 
239.281.7874 or jfedholocaustdirector 
@gmail.com.
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

Shana Tova, Happy New Year!
October programming
We hope you will join us this 

month for the amazing programs we 
have lined up! “Movies That Matter 
– The Steve Brazina Memorial Film 
Series” kicks off on Wednesday, Oc-

tober 19 at 4:00 
p.m. with a Zoom 
Expert Panel Dis-
cussion on the 
documentary, The 
Best of Enemies. 
This film is based 
on a true story of 
two unlikely al-
lies co-chairing 
a 1971 Durham, 

North Carolina, community meeting 
on school desegregation. The panel 
will feature Vincent Keeys, President, 
Collier County NAACP; Kathy Schill-
reff, St. Mark’s Episco-
pal Church Marco Island, 
Member Southwest Florida 
Diocese Race and Recon-
ciliation Committee; and 
Brian Lipton, Regional Di-
rector, West Coast Florida, 
American Jewish Commit-
tee. Please pre-watch the 
film on your own before 
the event. The Best of En-
emies is available on Am-
azon and many other streaming plat-
forms. Zoom tickets are $5, and the 
link will be sent 24 hours before the 
program begins. Visit www.hmcec.org 
and click on Event Tickets in the upper  

right corner to sign up. 
“Movies That Matter” Series Spon-

sorships are available. Visit hmcec.org 
for more information. Series Sponsors 
as of August 31 are: Sustainer: Porter 
Wright Morris & Arthur LLP; Support-
er: FineMark National Bank & Trust, 
Habitat for Humanity of Collier Coun-
ty; Patron: Ida and Jeff Margolis. 

The Museum is excited to be part-
nering with the Baker Museum of Ar-
tis—Naples on its new exhibit, Envi-
sioning Evil: “The Nazi Drawings” by 
Mauricio Lasansky. The exhibit is on 
display through February 19, 2023, 
and two special lectures at Artis—Na-
ples are planned. For more information 
on the exhibit and lectures, visit www.
artisnaples.org. 

On Thursday, October 27, the Mu-
seum and WGCU Public Media will 
co-host an event about The U.S. and 

the Holocaust, the new 
documentary by Ken 
Burns, Lynn Novick 
and Sarah Botstein. 
Join us at the Hilton 
Naples from 5:30 to 
8:00 p.m. for an over-
view of the six-hour 
film and a special 
private Zoom discus-
sion with filmmakers 
Ken Burns and Lynn 

Novick. They will discuss the inspi-
ration for, and creation of, their latest 
film. Sponsorships are available for 
this unique event. Tickets are $50 and 
must be purchased in advance. Light 

refreshments will be provided, and 
seating is limited, so don’t delay – get 
your tickets now. Proceeds benefit the 
Museum and WGCU Public Media. 
More information is available at www.
hmcec.org.
The continuing importance of our
Holocaust Education Programs
With the school year underway, we 

have scheduled Student Education Pro-
grams at schools across SWFL. Sadly, 
our region has not been spared in the 
rise of antisemitic incidents. Hateful 
flyers have been circulated in neigh-
borhoods and ugly signs have been 
waved at public gatherings. We pro-
vide teachers with many free resources 
to help them teach the lessons of the 
Holocaust – field trips at the Museum, 
in-classroom lessons, the traveling 
Boxcar exhibit, PopUp Museum dis-
plays at schools and Holocaust Survi-
vor talks. We work with thousands of 
students and teachers each year to be 
sure that children learn to turn away 
from these hateful messages and to fo-
cus on promoting mutual respect and 
peace.

Holocaust Survivor Heinz Wartski 
often tells local students that “nothing 
good comes of hate.” Students are riv-
eted as Heinz shares his story of how 
he and his family fled the Nazis, hid, 
joined up with Partisans in Italy, were 
imprisoned and eventually liberated, 
and moved to the United States. He 
explains that hatred is dangerous, and 
it is up to them, the next generation, 
to be aware of this and strive to be  

 Susan
    Suarez

Upstanders and speak against bigotry, 
hatred and violence.

Our community partnerships 
with public libraries, schools and uni-
versities, Gulfshore Playhouse, the 
Baker Museum, the Seminole Tribe, 
the NAACP, SWFL synagogues and 
churches, and more, help us reach 
thousands of students, teachers and 
others each year. These partnerships 
amplify the important message of our 
mission – teach the lessons of the Ho-
locaust to inspire action against bigot-
ry, hatred and violence. Each of us has 
the capability of being an Upstander. 
Coming in November and December 
Our full slate of programming contin-
ues as 2022 ends. Two more “Movies 
That Matter” films/Expert Panel Dis-
cussions will take place on Novem-
ber 2 and November 9 at the Paragon 
Theater – Pavilion in Naples. The 
annual Community Commemoration 
of Kristallnacht is scheduled for Sun-
day, November 6. Our annual winter 
fundraising event, The Luncheon, is 
Wednesday, December 7. This year’s 
Luncheon program features an ap-
pearance by author/actor Tom Dugan, 
performing excerpts of his one-man 
play, Wiesenthal. Learn about some of 
the unsung heroes of the Holocaust in  
Education Specialist David Nelson’s 
lecture series. 

Finally, the coming expansion of 
our facility will accommodate more 
exhibits, programs and students. Work 
should be complete next year, and we 
can’t wait for you to see it!

COMMUNITY FOCUS

We’re back! Artists flock to Florida for Hot Shows
After three long years, artists 

are on the road again looking 
for the best art fairs and art 

patrons across Florida. The local art 
show season launches October 22-23 
at JetBlue Park in Fort Myers with the 
Estero Fine Art Show.

“Some artists are traveling from as 
far as Texas and even California,” says 
Patty Narozny, Founder of Hot Works 
fine art shows. 

Narozny’s Hot Works Fine Art 
Shows are consistently recognized na-
tionally in the “Top 100 Art Shows in 
America.” After more than 20 years 
producing shows, she has earned the 
loyal following of thousands of art-
ists and patrons who attend her shows 
in Sarasota, Naples, Boca Raton and  
Estero/Fort Myers. 

The show features quality fine art 
and crafts created by award-winning 
artists. New homeowners will find 
amazing paintings and sculptures as 
well as authentically unique handmade 
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cleaning franchisees get the job  
done without any disruption  
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systematic methods to create a visible 
difference in the cleanliness  

of your workspace.

BEST SERVICE AND PRICE
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best service in the industry,  
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clients get an exceptional and  
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COMMUNITY FOCUS

We’re back! Artists flock to Florida for Hot Shows

J A N

2 6
5 P M  -
7 P M

C O L L A B O R A T O R Y ,
F O R T  M Y E R S

ARTISTS WANTED
A R T  S H O W  &

A U C T I O N

J E W I S H F E D E R A T I O N L C C . O R G

We are calling on artists to donate a piece of artwork that connects to the theme
of Remember Us - for all who have faced persecution, oppression and

extermination because of race, religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation. Pieces can be
in any medium that can be exhibited and is saleable. This includes paintings,

sculpture, mixed media, jewelry, fabric and photographic art. We are also
accepting children’s art that represents their understanding of people. Artwork can

be dropped off at the Jewish Federation office, during the month of December. 
Proceeds from the art auction will benefit the new Holocaust Education

Department and will help fund educational programming for students and 
the community at large. 

For more information, call Ella Nayor at 239-281-7874 or via email at
jfedholocaustdirector@gmail.com.

After three long years, artists 
are on the road again looking 
for the best art fairs and art 

patrons across Florida. The local art 
show season launches October 22-23 
at JetBlue Park in Fort Myers with the 
Estero Fine Art Show.

“Some artists are traveling from as 
far as Texas and even California,” says 
Patty Narozny, Founder of Hot Works 
fine art shows. 

Narozny’s Hot Works Fine Art 
Shows are consistently recognized na-
tionally in the “Top 100 Art Shows in 
America.” After more than 20 years 
producing shows, she has earned the 
loyal following of thousands of art-
ists and patrons who attend her shows 
in Sarasota, Naples, Boca Raton and  
Estero/Fort Myers. 

The show features quality fine art 
and crafts created by award-winning 
artists. New homeowners will find 
amazing paintings and sculptures as 
well as authentically unique handmade 

gifts in clay, glass, fiber, wood, jewelry 
and more – all made in a wide range of 
prices by top professional artists.

Smadar Livne, an award-winning 
artist born and raised in Israel, who 
creates unique and exciting works at 
her 2,500-square-foot studio in Ow-
ings Mills, Maryland, will be one of 

the participating artists. The paintings 
are mixed media acrylic on canvas. 
Blending photography and imagina-
tion printed on canvas, subtle messages 
are painted into each piece and require 
time for observation and reflection. 

Her art hangs in many private homes, 
Jewish centers, synagogues, and other 
venues around the world. 

Educated at Haifa University in 
Israel, Smadar has degrees in fine art, 
literature and architecture. She also 
continues her education in Jewish stud-

ies and philosophy. In addition to her 
creative work, Smadar enjoys traveling 
and time with family. Smadar is a wife 
and mother of three talented girls.

Narozny’s passion for encouraging 
young artists led her to create the Youth 
Arts Competition. Young artists from 
grades K-12 are invited to exhibit at 
each show, learn about a career in art, 
and compete for cash prizes and rib-
bons. Last year, one young artist sold 
a painting for $2,300! Cash awards 
and ribbons are presented by the non- 
profit Institute for the Arts & Educa-
tion. Local young artists are encour-
aged to apply to exhibit before the 
deadline of October 10.

Join us for great food and enter-
tainment! Admission and parking are 
free; optional donations are accepted. 
The art show takes place on Satur-
day and Sunday, October 22-23, from 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily. For more 
information, please visit www.artsand 
educationinc.org.

Smadar Livne
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Aaron Copland: New 
sounds from Hollywood
By Arlene Stolnitz

As promised, my articles this 
season will focus on Jewish 
composers who “made it big” 

in Hollywood.
I’ll bet you never knew that Aaron 

Copland, esteemed composer, writer, 
educator and con-
ductor, also wrote 
music for the mov-
ies! Neither did I, 
until this summer 
when I watched 
the streamed TV 
lectures by Eman-
uel Abramovits on 
“Jewish Compos-
ers in Hollywood.”

We are familiar with Copland’s 
distinctively American sound in works 
such as “Appalachian Spring,” “Ro-
deo” and “Fanfare for the Common 
Man.” The hallmark of his music is its 
utter simple elegance, a departure from 
much of the music written before this 
time, which often depended on full or-
chestral accompaniment. His life, too, 
reflected these same qualities, as evi-
dent in his home, Rock Hill, where he 
lived for the last 30 years of his life. 
Known as Copland House, it is located 
in Cortland Manor, New York, and has 
been named a historic landmark in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

But on to Aaron Copland, the man.
The borough known as Brooklyn 

has earned a reputation of producing 
a host of famous, as well as infamous, 
folks: Michael Jordan, Barbra Strei-
sand, Al Capone, Mel Brooks…to 
name a few. Aaron Copland, who was 
born on November 14, 1900, in Brook-
lyn, was the youngest of five children. 
As a schoolchild, he complained of 
being bullied by his schoolmates. His 
parents, Sarah Mittenthal and Harris 
Copland, were immigrants from Lith-
uania. Copland did not know until 
later in life that the family name was 
originally “Kaplan,” and was probably 
changed by an Ellis Island immigration 
official. 

They lived above the “family 
store,” H. M. Copland’s, which Cop-
land said was “a kind of neighborhood 
Macy’s.” All the children helped in the 
store, including Aaron, who often tend-
ed the cash register. He claimed this 
early training in his formative years 
was invaluable in learning the mean-
ing of hard work. In later years, Leon-
ard Bernstein once called him ”plain.”  
Copland’s response was, “What do you 
expect from the son of shopkeepers!”

The Coplands were active mem-
bers of Congregation Baith Israel An-
shei Emes, a conservative shul, where 
Aaron had his Bar Mitzvah.

A shy introverted youngster, Co-
pland wrote his first musical compo-
sitions at the age of eight. With lit-
tle family support, he searched for a 

teacher who was right for him. Eventu-
ally finding one, he took the train from 
Brooklyn to Manhattan for lessons. 
Thus began a journey that propelled 
him to the heights of musicality.

So how did Copland, a classical 
musician, get involved in the film in-
dustry? In the late 1930s, Hollywood 
was a place for concert hall composers 
to find work with lucrative pay in film. 
Copland recognized the opportunity 
and thought it was a way to increase 
his visibility as a composer. The 1940s 
were the most productive for Copland 
as he worked on many film scores such 
as William Wyler’s The Heiress and 
the film adaptation of John Steinbeck’s 
novel The Red Pony. 

He continued a very close associ-
ation with Leonard Bernstein through-
out the years even though they often 
sparred about musical questions. Still, 
they remained best friends until the end.

A quote I found stated, “Aaron 
stressed simplicity: Remove, remove, 
remove what isn’t needed.... Aaron 
brought leanness to America, which 
set the tone for our musical language 
throughout [World War II]. Thanks to 
Aaron, American music came into its 
own.”

In my research, I tried to find a 
“Jewish connection” in Copland’s mu-
sic. The only composition I could find 
was a piece entitled “Vitebsk: Study on 
a Jewish Theme,” written for violin, 
violoncello and piano (1929). Listen-
ing to it on YouTube, I found it quite 
challenging!

Learning about Copland’s life has 
sparked my interest in his home, Rock 
Hill. Located in the Hudson Valley Re-
gion of New York State, an hour north 
of New York City, his home is now the 
not-for-profit creative center for Amer-
ican music. Created in 1990 after Co-
pland’s death, it provides programs to 
support the studies of young compos-
ers and musicians. It includes coveted, 
all-expenses-paid residencies, post-res-
idency awards and performances that 
further advance their work.

It has been said that Copland’s 
personal qualities of generosity, gen-
tleness and sense of measure live on at 
Copland House. I am planning to visit 
this fall and will report back in a future 
column.

I will continue to ask the question 
raised in my column last month: “How 
is it that so many composers were Jew-
ish?” I am looking to my readers for 
your thoughts, and I welcome your 
emails to me at arlenestolnitz@gmail.
com.
Arlene Stolnitz, a retired educator, is 
a regular contributor to Federation 
newspapers in Southwest Florida. Her 
interest in all kinds of Judaic music has 
led to her series of articles.
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teacher who was right for him. Eventu-
ally finding one, he took the train from 
Brooklyn to Manhattan for lessons. 
Thus began a journey that propelled 
him to the heights of musicality.

So how did Copland, a classical 
musician, get involved in the film in-
dustry? In the late 1930s, Hollywood 
was a place for concert hall composers 
to find work with lucrative pay in film. 
Copland recognized the opportunity 
and thought it was a way to increase 
his visibility as a composer. The 1940s 
were the most productive for Copland 
as he worked on many film scores such 
as William Wyler’s The Heiress and 
the film adaptation of John Steinbeck’s 
novel The Red Pony. 

He continued a very close associ-
ation with Leonard Bernstein through-
out the years even though they often 
sparred about musical questions. Still, 
they remained best friends until the end.

A quote I found stated, “Aaron 
stressed simplicity: Remove, remove, 
remove what isn’t needed.... Aaron 
brought leanness to America, which 
set the tone for our musical language 
throughout [World War II]. Thanks to 
Aaron, American music came into its 
own.”

In my research, I tried to find a 
“Jewish connection” in Copland’s mu-
sic. The only composition I could find 
was a piece entitled “Vitebsk: Study on 
a Jewish Theme,” written for violin, 
violoncello and piano (1929). Listen-
ing to it on YouTube, I found it quite 
challenging!

Learning about Copland’s life has 
sparked my interest in his home, Rock 
Hill. Located in the Hudson Valley Re-
gion of New York State, an hour north 
of New York City, his home is now the 
not-for-profit creative center for Amer-
ican music. Created in 1990 after Co-
pland’s death, it provides programs to 
support the studies of young compos-
ers and musicians. It includes coveted, 
all-expenses-paid residencies, post-res-
idency awards and performances that 
further advance their work.

It has been said that Copland’s 
personal qualities of generosity, gen-
tleness and sense of measure live on at 
Copland House. I am planning to visit 
this fall and will report back in a future 
column.

I will continue to ask the question 
raised in my column last month: “How 
is it that so many composers were Jew-
ish?” I am looking to my readers for 
your thoughts, and I welcome your 
emails to me at arlenestolnitz@gmail.
com.
Arlene Stolnitz, a retired educator, is 
a regular contributor to Federation 
newspapers in Southwest Florida. Her 
interest in all kinds of Judaic music has 
led to her series of articles.

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah” brings a Boomer  
back to Jewish prayer
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

 Rabbi 
    Barbara  
    Aiello

That’s beautiful music. I love 
that song,” said Max as he 
poked his head into his friend 

Evan’s home office “man cave.” Evan 
agreed and went on to say that of all the 
popular music he’s placed on his myr-
iad electronic devices, Leonard Co-
hen’s “Hallelujah,” is his very favorite. 

“I love the man,” 
Evan said. Max 
agreed and point-
ed out that the 
popular compos-
er and singer was 
a “landsman,” a 
“MOT – Mem-
ber of the Tribe,” 
Jewish, just like 
them. 

Evan thought 
for a moment, 

then replied, “Cohen’s Jewish back-
ground could be why I identify with 
him as much as I do.” And indeed, Evan 
explained to Max that Mr. Cohen’s bi-
ography did not neglect his Jewish her-
itage. In fact, throughout his life Cohen 
highlighted his Jewish background be-
ginning with his birth into an Orthodox 
Jewish family in Quebec, Canada. His 
mother Masha was a Lithuanian Jew 
and daughter of a Talmudic scholar, 
and his great-grandfather was founder 
of the Canadian Jewish Congress. 

Cohen’s Hebrew name was Eliezer, 
and by that name Leonard Cohen was 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah at 
Quebec’s Congregation Shaar Hasho-
mayim, where he maintained mem-
bership throughout his life. Leonard 
Cohen knew he was a “Kohen” (of the 
Jewish priestly class) and he often said 
that his parents reminded him that he 
was a descendant of Aaron, the high 
priest of biblical fame. 

Evan opined that Cohen’s Jewish 
heritage informed the song “Hallelu-
jah.” “The song was based in part on 
Bible stories that featured King David, 
the author of many of the psalms. When 
I found that out, I started reading the 
psalms. Now I read them four or five 
times a week. Leonard Cohen brought 
me back to Jewish prayer,” said Evan.

Max could hardly keep from smirk-
ing. He knew Evan well. They grew up 
together. They went to Hebrew school 
together. They had Bar Mitzvahs the 
same year even though both thought 
the whole Bar Mitzvah thing kind of 
antiquated. “I remember how you told 
me that you only did your Bar Mitzvah 
for the money you got for gifts,” Max 
chided. “Now you’re praying? What 
gives?” Evan took no offense at Max’s 
comments. Instead, he took the oppor-
tunity to share the how and why of his 
renewed Jewish observance. 

Indeed, in sources like “My Jew-
ish Learning,” we find that the Book of 
Psalms is unusual in its format, some-
times referred to as poetic prayers that 
derive from song. In fact, the word itself 
comes from the Greek “psalmos,” which 
literally means “song accompanied by 
a stringed instrument.” In Hebrew, the 
word for “psalms” is “tehillim,” often 
translated as “songs of praise.” 

For Evan, it was Cohen’s melody 
that drove him to explore the origin of 
“Hallelujah,” – a journey that led him 
to learn more about the psalms them-
selves. Although some musicologists 
believe that “Hallelujah” does not cor-
respond to the traditional poetic for-
mat that characterizes the psalms, the 
song’s lyrics make reference to Bible 
stories, including David and Bathshe-
ba and Samson and Delilah. (“She tied 
you to a kitchen chair, She broke your 
throne, and she cut your hair, And from 
your lips she drew the Hallelujah.”) 

Evan also found that while delving 
into many of the Bible’s 150 psalms, 
that, just like the psalms themselves, 
Cohen’s “Hallelujah” lyrics explore the 
struggle between basic human desires 

and our desire for spirituality. That and 
the fact that the word “Hallelujah” it-
self appears 24 times in the Bible, each 
one found only in the Book of Psalms.

“That’s why I like the psalms and 
why I read one or two every morning,” 
Evan said. “I’m drawn to them because 
they express everything we humans 
experience – joy, fear, gratitude, rage. 
If I’m feeling it, I find it in the psalms. 
I see that I’m not alone.”

Not only Leonard Cohen, but 
notables like Rabbi Akiva, Johann 
Sebastian Bach and Mother Teresa 
would agree, especially since each one 
spoke about their relationship with 
the psalms’ gripping search for life’s 
meaning and purpose. 

“It’s my morning playlist,” Evan 
says. “Thanks to Leonard Cohen, I 
feel closer to Judaism when I read the 
psalms.”
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

“

*Save up to $136,000 on the entrance fee on select residence styles. Call for details.

Save thousands on our residences.

• Tropical views 
• Well-appointed, brightly lit kitchen 

• Screened-in terrace 
• Premier location 

• Personal, enclosed one-car garage 
• Valet services

• Resort-style amenities and services

Independent Living | Assisted Living 
Memory Support | Skilled Nursing | Rehabilitation

26455 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34134 

TheTerracesAtBonitaSprings.com

Assisted Living Facility 
License #12385 
COA #08075 

Look Forward to 

Peace of Mind
in 2023.  

Call Today & Save. 
239-303-4038

A SantaFe Senior Living Community

LIMITED-TIME
SAVINGS ON

WITH LIFECARE
SAVE THOUSANDS*
WHEN YOU DEPOSIT  

BY JANUARY 1.

RESORT-STYLE LIVING 
FEATURING THE 

ULTIMATE LUXURY:

Take a closer look inside! Scan the code 
with your smartphone for a virtual tour.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her  

new book, Aging Jewishly, available  
on Amazon. It makes a great gift!
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A royal rescuer during the Holocaust
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

 Paul  
    Bartrop

On October 30, 1942 – 80 years 
ago this month – a rescue of 
Jewish children threatened 

with deportation to Auschwitz took 
place in Belgium. 
The rescuer in this 
instance was not a 
resister in the usual 
sense, but royalty 
of the highest order. 
And this rescue was 
not an isolated inci-
dent.

Queen Elisabeth, 
also the Duchess in Bavaria, was Queen 
of the Belgians as the wife of King 
Albert I. She was born in 1876, and 
married Prince Albert, then heir to the 
throne of Belgium, on October 2, 1900. 
When Albert was crowned in 1909, she 
became queen. In 1934, King Albert 
died in a climbing accident in Bel-
gium’s Ardennes region, and Elisa-
beth became Queen Mother upon the  
accession of her son, Leopold III.

Belgium surrendered to Nazi Ger-
many on May 28, 1940. To facilitate 
the implementation of their Jewish 
policy, the Germans created a Jewish 
Council, the Association des Juifs en 
Belgique (Association of Jews in Bel-
gium, or AJB), which all Jews were  
required to join.

From the start, Elisabeth worked to 
assist the Jews of Belgium, now faced 
with the threat of deportation. Things 
came to a head in May 1942, when the 
persecution of Belgian Jews escalated.

On August 1, 1942, Elisabeth held 
an audience at the royal palace in Brus-

sels, called at the request of the AJB. 
Those attending informed her of the 
atrocities then being committed against 
Belgium’s Jews, giving harrowing de-
scriptions of conditions at the Mechel-
en/Malines transit camp. Throughout 
the summer of 1942, the Nazis had 
been preparing to deport the Jews, 
and after August 1942, two transports 
with about a thousand Jews each left 
for Auschwitz every week. Because of 
this, Mechelen was known as the “An-
techamber of Death.” The delegates 
described to Elisabeth the brutal condi-
tions at the camp, and what was facing 
the elderly and the children. She prom-
ised that she would apply herself to 
finding a way to stop the deportations.

She wrote immediately to Adolf 
Hitler asking that the deportations be 
stopped, appealing through the military 
governor of Belgium, General Alexan-
der von Falkenhausen, with the back-
ing of the Italian royal family and the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross. Falkenhausen, in turn, sent his 
civilian deputy, an SS officer named 
Eggert Reeder, to Berlin to clarify the 
policy with SS chief Heinrich Himmler.

Deferring to Elisabeth’s position, 
concessions were then made. A tele-
gram from Berlin promised that Jews 
with Belgian citizenship would not be 
deported or separated from their fam-
ilies. Those currently being held at 
Mechelen awaiting deportation, more-
over, could receive visitors. It was also 
agreed that Jewish men over the age of 
65, and women over 60, would not be 
deported.

This response was passed on to 
members of the AJB, who received the 
news with gratitude. The Queen Moth-
er’s secretary, Baron Edouard de Streel, 
cautioned them that given the changing 
fortunes of war and the Nazi regime, the 
promise might prove to be transitory.

He was right. On October 30, 
1942, the Germans arrested children 
at an orphanage in Wezembeek, not far 
from Brussels. Again, however, Elisa-
beth intervened, insisting that they be 
released, and again she was successful. 
The Germans let the children go.

In May 1943, Elisabeth visited 
a hospital in Borgerhout, Antwerp. 
Shocked by what she heard when she 
was there – that the Nazis were about to 
clear out the Jewish patients – she once 
more protested. This resulted in up to 
80 elderly and sick Jewish patients be-
ing given permission to remain in the 
hospital. Then, in June 1943, she once 
more protested on behalf of the Jews 
imprisoned in Mechelen, resulting in 
about 300 being released.

The constant intervention of Queen 
Mother Elisabeth in Jewish issues re-
sulted in the mass deportation of Jews 
with Belgian citizenship being sus-
pended for a full year. On September 3, 
1943, however, the Nazis made a con-
certed attempt to organize deportations 
to Auschwitz of all Belgian-born Jews 
in one fell swoop. Hundreds from Ant-
werp were arrested and taken to Mech-
elen. Upon learning of this, Elisabeth 
yet again protested, this time supported 
by the Catholic Cardinal (and Arch-
bishop of Mechelen), Jozef-Ernest van 

Roey. In frustration and anger, Eggert 
Reeder ordered their release.

With this intervention from the 
Queen Mother, the most intensive at-
tempt at the mass deportation of Bel-
gian Jews proved to be a failure.

This is not to say that deportations 
did not take place; transports continued 
to leave Mechelen throughout the entire 
period. Overall, possibly some 29,000 
out of the country’s 65,000 Jews were 
murdered during the Holocaust.

In addition to the larger expressions 
of protest in which Elisabeth engaged, 
she also intervened in several individ-
ual cases, frequently successfully. Her 
many actions in saving Jewish lives 
were so uncommon as to be almost 
without parallel. Only Princess Alice 
of Greece and Helen, Queen Mother 
of Romania, performed a similar role 
in rescuing Jews during the Holocaust. 
None were prepared to stand by and al-
low the mass deportation and murder 
of their own subjects to take place on 
their watch.

On May 18, 1965, in recognition of 
her efforts in standing up to the Nazis 
and resisting their campaign to anni-
hilate the Jews of Belgium, Yad Vash-
em recognized Elisabeth the Queen  
Mother as one of the Righteous Among 
the Nations. She died in Brussels a 
few months later, at the age of 89, on  
November 23, 1965.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

To Register visit:

www.JewishFederationLCC/calendar
Refreshments will be served.

or call 239.481.4449 x4

Dr. Hilliard a private at the time of WWII along with a fellow private procured food for starving
liberated Holocaust survivors. He and his friend started a letter writing campaign that snaked
its way through the U.S. until landing on the desk of the President. From then, drastic changes
were made regarding the well-being of the liberated Holocaust survivors. Dr. Hilliard at 97 is a
social activist and impassioned speaker for humanity.

 

Kristallnacht: We Remember

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties &
Shell Point Retirement Community Present

The event will feature guest speakers Rabbi Stephen Fuchs and 
Dr. Robert Hilliard, a World War II liberator, author & hero.

Thursday, November 10
4:00 PM

To Register Visit:

Connie Brown Hall in the Tribby Art Center, Shell Point 
17281 On Par Boulevard, Fort Myers

Rabbi Fuchs, whose late father Leo Fuchs, was arrested in Leipzig, Germany on Kristallnacht,
Nov. 9, 1938, was abused and sent to the Dachau Prison Camp. Rabbi Fuchs will share the 
 events surrounding Kristallnacht, the Holocaust and Antisemitism. Rabbi Fuchs speaks regularly
in Germany and many other venues to urge peace, reconciliation and the need to stand up for
humanity.
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jew-
ish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one  
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also 
identified as Jewish.
House of the Dragon
Before the “press” deadlines for the 
August and September issues, I didn’t 
have much “Jewish” information about 
the cast of House of the Dragon, a 
10-episode prequel to the mega-hit se-
ries Game of Thrones (GOT). House 
began streaming on HBO on August 
21, and I have that cast information 
now.

House is set 200 years before the 
events in GOT. As the series begins, 
the Seven Kingdoms are ruled by Vis-
erys, a popular king. He is the fifth 
member of the Targaryen family to rule 
the Seven Kingdoms. The Targaryen 
conquest of the Kingdoms, and their 
subsequent rule, was made possible by 
the Targaryens’ fire-breathing dragons. 
The dragons have a “mystical” tie to 
the family.

The pilot episode was directed by 
MIGUEL SAPOCHNIK, 48. He was 
born in the U.K., the son of Argentine 
Jewish parents. Sapochnik was the 
“go-to” director for the most spectac-
ular GOT battle episodes.

As with GOT, most of the cast is 
British. The recurring cast includes 
DAVID HOROVITCH, 76, as Grand 
Maester Mellos, a trusted advisor 
to Viserys. GOT fans know that a  
“Maester” is a scholar and/or scientist 
on the King’s payroll.

Horovitch is a busy British char-
acter actor. He’s the son of a Jewish 
father and a non-Jewish mother and 
was raised without religion. However, 
he has played several Jewish roles and, 
through them, he says, he’s learned 
something about Judaism.

FABIEN FRANKEL, 28, another 
Brit, plays Ser Criston Cole, an import-
ant regular cast member. Ser Criston 
rose from a “commoner” background 
to knighthood and he’s a great swords-
man. (In real life, Frankel is a trained 
fencer.) 

Frankel has so few acting credits 
that Wikipedia long-listed him as a 
House cast “regular,” but provided no 
biography at all. I researched his back-
ground and recently wrote up what I 
found for a weekly Jewish paper. Wiki-
pedia noticed my weekly column, and 
it added my info to Frankel’s bio, with 
credit to this writer.

Here’s what I found: Frankel’s fa-
ther was actor MARK FRANKEL. 
He was killed in a motorcycle/truck 
accident in 1996 at age 34. Mark was 
on the cusp of a big career. He had just 
started getting star roles in major Brit-
ish TV series. Mark was also a world-
class tennis player. He had a Jewish 
funeral.

Mark’s mother was an Indian Jew 
from Mumbai. His English Jewish fa-
ther served as a pilot in the Royal Air 
Force. Mark and his brother JOE were 
also skilled pilots. Joe did stunt flying 
and was killed (1991) during an air 
show.

Fabien was two years old when 
his father died, and his only sibling, 
a brother, was born posthumously. I 
don’t know much about Caroline Bes-
son, the brothers’ mother and Mark’s 
widow. She is French, was an ad com-
pany executive and has remarried. 
New Brooklyn police show
A new police show entitled East New 
York begins on CBS on Sunday, Oc-
tober 2 at 9:00 p.m. African American 
actress Amanda Ward stars as Regina 
Haywood, a police inspector who has 
just been promoted to lead a precinct 
in a historically poor Brooklyn neigh-
borhood that is just starting to gentri-
fy. Veteran character actor RICHARD 
KIND, 65, plays Capt. Stan Yenko, 
Hayward’s friendly and efficient right 
hand.
Inside a Jewish family 
– Queens, 1980
Armageddon Time opens in theaters 
on Friday, October 28. It was direct-
ed and written by JAMES GRAY, 
53. Gray grew up in a middle-class 
home in Queens, New York. He was 
the grandson (both sides) of Ukrainian 
Jewish immigrants. His films include 
Ad Astra, Little Odessa and Two Lov-
ers. The latter two have major Jew-
ish characters. These three films, like 
most of Gray’s films, received good  
reviews.

Gray’s new film is “pretty Jewish.” 
It is set in Queens in 1980. The central 
character is Paul Graff, a nine-year-old 
member of a middle-class Jewish fam-
ily. Paul’s dignified Ukrainian Jewish 
immigrant grandparents are played 
by Anthony Hopkins and TOVAH 
FELDSHUH, 73. His parents are 
played by Anne Hathaway and JER-
EMY STRONG, 43, best known for 
playing Kendall Roy on the hit HBO 
series Succession. Strong’s father is 
Jewish.

Much of the plot is about the dire 
problems of Paul’s black friend and 
family tensions. But there are quite a 
few Jewish moments like Paul’s grand-
father telling him that his grandmother 
saw Cossacks kill her family in front 
of her, and Fred Trump (yes, Donald’s 
father and a real 1980 Queens resident) 
asking Paul about the “origin” of the 
name Graff. Clearly, Trump is trying 
to ascertain if Paul is really German or 
“just” a Jew with a Germanic name.

Professionally Juried Fine Art & Craft Show
At JetBlue Park, 11500 Fenway South Dr, Fort Myers

All Art is Original, Personally Handmade & for Sale by the Artist Present at the Show
Voted in the top 100 Art Shows in the Nation

Sat, Oct 22 & Sun, Oct 23 ~ 10am-5pm Daily ~ Free Admission; $5 Parking Supports
Great Food & Live Entertainment 

Students! Call for Entries ~  Youth Art Competition – Grades K-8 or ages 5-13 ~ more info www.hotworks.org
Visit our Naples Fine Art Show, November 12 & 13 outdoors at Paradise Coast Sports Complex         

See Art, Love Art, Buy Art!™ 

www.hotworks.org   Facebook.com/HotWorksArtShows   Instagram @HotWorksArtShows   Smadar Livne, Mixed Media

HotWorks.org

Estero Fine Art Show™

October 22 & 23, 2022
At JetBlue Park, Fort Myers

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20
2:00 PM

IT'S TIME TO POP THE CORN!

REGISTER ONLINE: JEWISHFEDERATIONLCC.ORG

Temple Beth Shalom
702 SE 24th Ave

Cape Coral

Join us for a film and discussion. This is a free
event, registration is required.

Sign up for the Federation’s 
weekly e-blasts. Send an email 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
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Salmon in a Puff Pastry Blanket 
(Burekas) – recipe by Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Every fall, Jews around the world 
celebrate the festival of Sukkot 
by constructing a temporary 

dwelling called a sukkah. Building a 
sukkah is an icon of Sukkot. 

Celebrating Sukkot in Israel is 
much more than a sukkah. It is really 
one big carnival. I could feel a new 
holiday spirit in the air, a spirit that ex-
ists nowhere else. You will see sukkahs 
built in the yards or on balconies of 
many homes during Sukkot in Israel, 
and people dancing in the streets with 
the Arba Minim or four kinds (Etrog, 
Lulav, Hadas, Arava).

One of the most fun traditional 
ways Israelis symbolically honor the 
overflowing abundance of the harvest 
season on Sukkot is to serve stuffed 
foods. Some families like mine prepare 
burekasim (plural for burekas), a stuffed 
savory pastry, perfect for embracing 
the stuffed food tradition of Sukkot. A 
warm and melt-in-your-mouth burekas 
is one of the culinary “sins” that it is 
definitely recommended to sin for. And 
to our delight, on Sukkot it is custom-
ary to serve hot and fragrant burekasim 
while sitting in the sukkah. The custom 
was born sometime around the expul-
sion of the Jews from Spain and since 
then it has been zealously preserved 
among the Spanish communities. For 
them, hospitality with a tray of warm 
and crispy burekasim, which crackle in 
the mouth, testifies to the talent of the 
cook, and demonstrates the respect of 
the hosts to the guests, as stuffed food 
symbolizes abundance and wealth.  
Burekasim symbolize hospitality, de-
veloped culinary culture and style. 

Two elements of the Sukkot hol-
iday have been a highlight of my life 
in Israel. One has been the celebration 
of the sukkah at Safta’s (my grand-
mother’s) house with all uncles, aunts 
and cousins. The other is Safta’s secret 
recipe of the salmon burekasim she 
used to serve for dinner on the first 
night in the sukkah.

When I was a child, my Safta lived 
in the heart of Jaffa – a Jaffa very dif-

ferent from today’s modern city. She 
had 13 children, most of whom were 
already married and had children of 
their own.

Every year when the Day of Atone-
ment ended, after sunset, and after we 
broke the fast with a meal, the whole 
family would get into my dad’s car and 
drive to Safta’s to build a sukkah.

Within a few hours, a sukkah was 
standing. The adults hung white sheets 
on the wooden walls and a white cur-
tain on the small window, and then the 
children hung the decorations. From 
that evening until Sukkot (about four 
days), we would come every day to 
Safta with additional decorations and 
paper chains we made at home or 
bought at the store – until there was 
no more room and the sukkah was 
adorned like a queen.

On the eve of the holiday, we would 
all gather at Safta’s house. Each fami-
ly would come with its own food, but 
my grandmother’s special secret recipe 
for burekas salmon was the highlight 
of the evening. As far as my grand-
mother was concerned, it was obvious 
that everyone was coming. There was 
no other option for her at all. Everyone 
would come – about 40 people – and 
sit inside the sukkah. For my grand-
mother, who was a religious woman, 
we were the honored guests (Ushpiz-
in) of the sukkah. For her, we were the 
main decorations of the evening. And 
amazingly, I managed to get her special 
secret recipe for salmon burekas before 
she passed.

Have you ever had a salmon bu-
rekas? No?! You’re missing out. Take 
your salmon to the next level and make 
these gorgeous salmon burekasim.

This is an elaborate dish that re-
quires time, patience and a little skill to 
prepare. Some will serve small bureka-
sim, like delicate and beautiful jewels, 
which, however tiny their size may 
be, are equal to each other as if they 
were made by a machine. And some 
will serve one large tray with a large 
burekas that is looks like a challah loaf.

The secret to serving good bureka-
sim is in the baking. They should be 
baked so that they are well baked on 
the inside and come out with a brown 
and crispy coating.
Ingredients:

• 1 tablespoon mustard honey
• 1 teaspoon dried thyme
• 8 cloves garlic 
• 1 teaspoon salt
• ¼ teaspoon ground black pepper
• 1 tablespoon mayonnaise 
• 1 sheet frozen puff pastry thawed 

in the fridge
• 1 (or 4 small pieces) salmon fillet, 

skin removed
• 1 egg beaten
 X First, make the filling sauce. In a 

small bowl combine the yellow 
mustard honey and thyme. Mix ev-
erything together.

 X Lay the salmon filet on the cook-
ing tray and dry the filet with a 
paper towel. Cut eight slits spaced 
evenly in two rows in the filet large 
enough to place the garlic cloves 
into it, being careful not to cut all 
the way through the filet.

 X Season the salmon fillet with salt 
and pepper. Then roll out the pas-
try sheet on your counter in a size 
that’s good enough to fit the salm-
on (or cut it into halves). Spread 
mayonnaise on top of the pastry.

 X Place the salmon fillet in the center 
of the puff pastry sheet and leave 
about two inches around the edges. 

If the puff pastry sheet is not big 
enough, you can roll it out.

 X Top the salmon fillet with the sauce 
mixture using a spoon and spread it 
evenly. Brush the edges of the puff 
pastry sheets with a beaten egg and 
fold it by taking one side over the 
filling and then the other side over 
the first side.

 X Place the salmon on a greased bak-
ing sheet or one lined with parch-
ment paper seam side down.

 X Make crosshatch slits on the top 
of each salmon burekasim using a 
sharp knife.

 X Bake at 400°F for 30 minutes or 
until the pastry is golden.

Great food is our tradition.
Dine-In, To-Go, Curbside Pickup & Delivery
Fort Myers - Reflections Pkwy. @ Cypress Lake
Gulf Coast Landings - Alico Road and Ben Hill Griffin
Cape Coral - Santa Barbara near Veterans
Naples - Immokalee near Airport Pulling

MAHJONG, 
BRIDGE & CANASTA
AT THE 
JEWISH
FEDERATION
Mahjong -
Tuesday 
Afternoons
12pm-3pm

For more info visit:
JewishFederationLCC.org

Starting
October 25th

If you are interested in
leading either of these
groups, please contact
Dena at denacorkhill@
jfedlcc.org or call
239.481.4449 x4

Canasta & Bridge -
Wednesday
Mornings
10am-1pm

Look for Dalia Hemed’s recipes  
each month in L’CHAYIM
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Do you decant?
By The Wine Whisperer

 Jerry  
    Greenfield

As we always do, I opened a 
bottle of something nice to go 
with our dinner. And as we al-

ways do, I decanted it for an hour or so 
before my wife Debi started getting her 
ingredients together.

It makes a difference. Straight out 
of the bottle, the Chianti Classico I had 

chosen had very 
little aroma, and 
just a hint of the 
fruit and earth 
flavors we enjoy 
so much. But 
when dinner was 
served, the trans-
formation was 
amazing.

The texture 
was much smoother. The tannins, so 
obvious in my first sampling, had 
calmed down considerably. What had 
happened between the decanting and 
the enjoyment?

While decanting a bold red wine is 
a fairly standard practice, it still causes 
some spirited discussion among wine 
lovers. Some wines, especially old-
er ones, may simply fall apart if you 
decant them. The flavors and aromas 
just disappear. Example: Our friends 
Chuck and Ann McMinn, who own 
Vineyard 29 in Napa Valley, treated 
us to an older bottle of Cabernet from 
their extensive collection. We poured 
it straight into our glasses and the first 
sip was sensational. Five minutes later, 
all the flavors and aromas had disap-
peared. The wine just…went away.

But there are many winemakers 
and other experts who don’t believe in 
the decanting process at all. They say 
that it could possibly harm the wine. 

What decanting actually does is ex-
pose the wine to air. That’s why sim-
ply opening a bottle to “let it breathe” 
doesn’t do any good. The surface that’s 
exposed to air is about the size of a 
dime. The really good decanters have 
a broad, flat shape, which provides a 
larger surface and greater exposure.

The process of the wine “open-
ing up” is affected by several factors. 
First, as mentioned, is the size of the 
surface area. Temperature plays a role, 
too. More air enters a cool wine than 
a warmer one. Then there’s another 
reason to decant – the removal of sedi-
ment. I call it “the crunchies.”

When a red wine sits in a bottle 
for a long time, fruit solids and tar-
taric acid crystals settle to the bottom. 
They’re harmless, but not fun to sip 
on. So many experts, when decanting, 
make sure to leave just a bit of wine in 
the bottle so those elements don’t come 
out. We have a funnel with a fine screen 
in it that’s placed over the mouth of 
the decanter to filter out any sediment 
that might be in the bottle. If the bottle 
you’re opening has been stored on its 
side, it’s a good idea to leave it upright 
for a few hours before decanting.

There’s also a process called dou-
ble decanting, which we practice when 
we’re bringing a really good bottle to 
a friend’s house or a restaurant. We 
pour the wine from the bottle into the 
decanter, leave it sit for a while to open 
up, then pour it back in the bottle and 
replace the cork. This process exposes 
the wine to oxygen twice and provides 
more time for the release of aromatics 
and flavor components.

There’s one more process that’s 
even more controversial: giving the 

bottle a violent shake. Sparky Mar-
quis, the former owner of Mollydooker 
wines in Australia, used to do what he 
called the “Mollydooker shake.” He 
would open a bottle of his big, bold 
Shiraz, pour out a few ounces, replace 
the cap and shake the bottle like crazy. 
It made a difference, but it’s not every-
one’s favorite method. Use whatever 
process is most comfortable for you. 
And try these new suggestions.

Flat Top Hills Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon California 2017 ($16) – Black 
fruit on the palate with cocoa, vanilla 
and spice notes. Pleasantly long finish. 
WW 90

Robert Mondavi Pinot Noir 
Napa Valley 2017 ($28) – A charac-
teristic California Pinot, which is not 
a bad thing – snappy strawberry right 
up front, with tiers of black plum and 

cherry. A bit of mocha or chocolate 
around the edges and hints of rose and 
purple flowers. WW 91-92

Les Dauphins Côtes du Rhône 
Reserve Blanc 2018 ($11) – A nicely 
refreshing blend of Grenache, Mar-
sanne, Clairette and Viognier offering 
stone fruit flavors, plus a nice touch 
of peach and grapefruit. Lively acidity 
and some wisps of lemon on the finish. 
Good value and a great summer sipper. 
WW 87
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er, a wine author, educator and consul-
tant. He is an adjunct professor in the 
wine program at Florida Gulf Coast 
University. Read his blog at www.wine 
whisperer.com. Jerry’s new book, He 
Lost it in the Catskills, is available on 
Amazon, or purchase your personally 
signed copy at catskillmemories.com.

The Unrivaled Leader in Real Estate

fort myers resident for 
nearly 30 years

Susan Glasser
Realtor® Associate

239-281-3105
SusanLGlasser@gmail.com

John R. Wood Properties
15065 McGregor Blvd Ft. Myers 33908

If the puff pastry sheet is not big 
enough, you can roll it out.

 X Top the salmon fillet with the sauce 
mixture using a spoon and spread it 
evenly. Brush the edges of the puff 
pastry sheets with a beaten egg and 
fold it by taking one side over the 
filling and then the other side over 
the first side.

 X Place the salmon on a greased bak-
ing sheet or one lined with parch-
ment paper seam side down.

 X Make crosshatch slits on the top 
of each salmon burekasim using a 
sharp knife.

 X Bake at 400°F for 30 minutes or 
until the pastry is golden.

MAHJONG, 
BRIDGE & CANASTA
AT THE 
JEWISH
FEDERATION
Mahjong -
Tuesday 
Afternoons
12pm-3pm

For more info visit:
JewishFederationLCC.org

Starting
October 25th

If you are interested in
leading either of these
groups, please contact
Dena at denacorkhill@
jfedlcc.org or call
239.481.4449 x4

Canasta & Bridge -
Wednesday
Mornings
10am-1pm
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With over 30 years of experience, I help 
eliminate the guesswork in choosing the right 

senior living community that meets your needs 
and preferences. I look beyond the fancy décor 

and  evaluate facilities on:

Quality of care and services
Resident satisfaction
Health care violations

Operational stability

Financial viability
Overall lifestyle

239.595.0207
WWW.SENIORHOUSINGSOLUTIONS.NET

Bruce Rosenblatt
Owner/Senior Housing Advisor
Certified Dementia Practitioner

Senior Housing Solutions

Honest and knowledgeable advice about assisted living options...
AT NO COST TO YOU!

THE “MATCHMAKER” OF SENIOR HOUSING 
L� me help you find a m�ch!

�

WWW.SENIORHOUSINGSOLUTIONS.NET

BRIEFS
RARE DOCUMENT FROM 
FIRST TEMPLE PERIOD 
RETURNED TO ISRAEL 
The Israel Antiquities Authority has 
succeeded in repatriating a First Tem-
ple-period document, dated to the late 
seventh or early sixth century BCE, 
written in ancient Hebrew script.

In 2018, Professor Shmuel Ahituv 
encountered a photograph of the docu-
ment and the person who owned it was 
located in Montana.

The owner explained that the pa-
pyrus was given to his mother when 
she visited Jerusalem in 1965 by Jo-
seph Sa’ad, Curator of the Rockefeller 
Museum, and Halil Iskander Kandu, 

a well-known antiquities dealer from 
Bethlehem, who many years ago sold 
thousands of Dead Sea scroll frag-
ments.

Back home, his mother hung the 
framed scroll fragment on the wall.

The Antiquities Authority persuad-
ed the owner to transfer the fragile 
document to Israel, where it would be 
conserved in climate-controlled condi-
tions.

Dr. Joe Uziel, Head of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls Unit of the Israel Antiqui-
ties Authority, said, “Our collection is 
made up of 25,000 fragments which 
compose 1,000 manuscripts. Most of 
these manuscripts date to the Second 
Temple period 2,000 years ago and 
afterward. But what we are looking at 
here are three documents, written on 
papyrus, which date back to the First 
Temple period – 2,700 years ago.”  
(Israel Antiquities Authority)

THE JEWS AND ISRAEL 
ARE STILL WINNING,  
AND THE HATERS ARE 
STILL LOSING
Year after year, those who hate Jews 
and Israel bang their heads against the 
wall telling the world that Israel is the 
worst.

It must drive them nuts to see that 
after attacking Israel over so many de-
cades, that little Jewish state has been 
thriving like never before.

Year after year, the BDS activists 
on college campuses schlep their apart-
heid walls and scream that “from the 
river to the sea, Palestine will be free” 
– and they don’t get an inch closer to 
their goal.

More and more countries have 
caught on that in spite of the propagan-
da they hear about Israel, it’s in their 
interest to get along with the world’s 
only Jewish state and take advantage of 
Israel’s extraordinary array of innova-
tions in medical care, agriculture, cy-
bersecurity, AI, water technology and 
food security.

It has become one of the more cre-

ative and innovative societies dealing 
with some of the planet’s most urgent 
issues. (David Suissa, Los Angeles 
Jewish Journal)

SAUDI POLL: MAJORITY 
STILL REJECTS TIES  
WITH ISRAEL
According to a Saudi public opinion 
poll conducted on July 25-August 15, 
59 percent agree that “We cannot count 
on the United States these days, so we 
should look more to Russia and Chi-
na as partners.” Fifty-five percent say 
good relations with China, and 52 per-
cent say good relations with Russia, 
are important to the country, compared 
with 40 percent who say good relations 
with the U.S. are important.

Regarding normalization with Is-
rael, 42 percent agree that “people who 
want to have business or sports con-
tacts with Israelis should be allowed to 
do so.” But 57 percent still reject ties 
with Israelis. (David Pollock, Wash-
ington Institute for Near East Policy)

ISRAEL SECURITY 
AGENCY: OVER 300 
“SIGNIFICANT” TERROR 
ATTACKS FOILED THIS YEAR
Israel Security Agency chief Ronen 
Bar said recently, “We foiled 312 sig-
nificant terrorist attacks, stabbings, 
shootings and suicide attacks, and have 
made 2,110 arrests since the beginning 
of the year.” Bar cited an increase in 
shooting attacks against troops and ci-
vilians in the West Bank – 130 this year 
so far, compared to 98 in 2021 and 19 
in 2020.

Bar added, “Iran’s influence is ev-
ident in the terror arena wherever it is, 
in the countries [surrounding Israel], 
in the Palestinian arena, in Israel and 
in cyberspace.... Iran is the origin of 
most of the [terror] phenomena in the 
region and it also has a significant part 
in the instability we are experiencing in 
the Palestinian arena. Iran... is the un-
derlying problem of the Middle East.” 
(Emanuel Fabian, Times of Israel)



17October 2022
Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

For daily news stories related to Israel & the  
Jewish world, visit www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

MARKETPLACE

Art of Fashion
 and Moore   Syli

sh  
Com

fortable
  Different

The Art of Fashion and Moore
(in the Arcade in historic

downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner (239) 204-9759
2267 1st. St., Suite 12 info@artoffashionandmoore.com
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 www.artoffashionandmoore.com

RICK SNYDERMAN
Licensed Pedorthist

1900 Trailwinds Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Ph: (239) 939-2239
Fax: (239) 939-7792

We Specialize In All Widths
We Will Ship Anywhere

FIT • SERVICE • QUALITY

FORT MYERSwww.gskattorneys.com

1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919

239-936-7200
lowellschoenfeld@gskattorneys.com

Lowell S. Schoenfeld
Florida Board Certified Wills, 

Trusts & Estates Attorney 

 

3571 Del Prado Blvd North • North Cape Coral 543-2075 
8841 College Parkway • Ft. Myers 433-2245 est.1995 











Lake Suzy
Florida (941) 627-2001

Repairs • Salt Chlorine Generators • Heat Pumps 

henlaw.com • 239.344.1100

Divorce, 
Marital & 

Family Law
Jennifer 

Siegal-Miller

Business & 
Tax Planning

Guy E. 
Whitesman

Florida BarFlorida Bar
Board Certifi edBoard Certifi ed
Tax AttorneyTax Attorney

Wills, Trusts 
& Estates

Eric Gurgold
Florida BarFlorida Bar

Board Certifi edBoard Certifi ed
Wills, Trust and Wills, Trust and 
Estate AttorneyEstate Attorney

YOUR AD COULD BE 
HERE FOR AS LITTLE 
AS $33 PER MONTH!

CALL 239.481.4449 X5

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION

For more information, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  
or send an email to LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

Higginson Tax & Accounting, LLC 
Tax Preparation • Planning • Audit Representation 

Eric Higginson 
Certified Public Accountant 

239.935.6950 

www.higginsontax.com 

239.900.9743

The Jewish Federation thanks all our 
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COMMENTARY

Our “almost shlemazel” stories
By Keith Grossman

 Keith 
    Grossman

A shlemiel is a person who spills 
soup, and a shlemazel is the 
person who has soup spilled on 

him. At least, that’s the way it was ex-
plained to me. Truthfully, both a shle-
miel and a shlemazel are, well, losers. 

My wife Elisa loves a good pratfall 
even when she’s the shlemazel. Some-

one (sometimes 
her) lands on their 
bum and she falls 
into hysterics. The 
tears flow like a 
waterfall. This is a 
trait that has been 
passed down from 
the generations. 
Elisa’s mother was 
a shlemazel laugh-

er too. I can only assume her mother’s 
mother was one as well.

A good shlemazel complains about 
the soup being spilled on him. The 
shlemiel would say, “Thank God it’s 
not cancer.” Rather than appreciate 
the sentiment of the potential of an 
even worse catastrophe, the shlemazel 
would exclaim, “Do you think I have 
cancer?,” while still complaining about 
the spilled soup. That’s the way of our 
people. 

What if the shlemiel spilled the 
soup, though, and it missed the shlema-
zel altogether? The shlemazel sees the 
soup headed for him and a miracle oc-
curs. Not a drop lands on his tailored 
suit. He’s an “almost shlemazel.” It’s 
a miracle!

In Catholicism, there’s a type of 
art called “ex-voto,” Latin for, rough-
ly, “from the vow made.” In more plain 
terms, it can be called “divine thanks 
for near misses” or even “individu-
al misfortunes that were mollified by 
divine intervention.” These pieces of 
art were typically commissioned as a 
sign of religious thanks. This art can 
be looked at as a catalogue of human 
misfortune. They portray stories of 
miraculous recoveries from illnesses; 
escapes from work-related accidents, 
fires, weather disasters; happy resolu-
tions to stories of lost children, fami-
ly feuds, military executions, broken 
marriages, vehicular accidents and 
addictions. An example of the ex-voto 
type of art includes a flowerpot tum-
bling on a man’s head. Frida Kahlo and 
Diego Rivera had a collection of more 
than 1,000 ex-votos, which can be seen 
in the Blue House in Mexico City.

Ex-voto art developed from the 

votive ritual. Ex-voto comes from the 
same Latin root as votive, which is a 
symbolic expression of a wish, desire 
or vow. It could be lighting a candle, 
and maybe even attaching cloth or 
paper to the branches of a tree. Can 
we compare this to the letters people 
write and put between the bricks of the  
Western Wall?

What Jewish stories would make 
for good ex-voto, “almost shlemazel” 
art? Stories where we can thank God 
for the “near miss” rather than “what 
might have been.” I know, it seems 
counterintuitive. A divergent concept 
of biblical proportions. Is this even al-
lowed?

How about in Exodus when Moses 
and the Hebrews leave Egypt? They 
are saved from certain death and their 
prayers have been answered. Howev-
er, what we focus on is that they have 

to sojourn in the desert for 40 years, 
and then they arrive at the land God 
promises them only to discover their 
neighbors want to immediately destroy 
them. Can’t we just thank God for sav-
ing us from slavery and all the burdens 
that go along with enslavement?

Or how about in Genesis when 
Isaac is saved by God from Abraham’s 
hand at the sacrificial altar. What a 
blessing! God has spared Isaac. How-
ever, we have to throw into our histo-
ry that later in life, when Isaac’s eyes 
are dim, Jacob tricks Isaac and cheats 
Esau out of his blessing. We shouldn’t 
lose sight of the fact that Isaac is al-
most sacrificed…and God saves him! 
Dayenu! 

These are our ex-voto stories. Let’s 
embrace the “almost shlemazel,” for he 
has survived!

Naturally Florida
By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President

I moved to Southwest Florida in Oc-
tober 1994. I remember going to 
my car before my first day of work 

and thinking, “How is it this hot this 
late in the year?”

Since then, 
I’ve made peace 
with Florida sum-
mers. Call it the 
price we pay for 
mild winters. Part 
of the reason we 
live here is to call 
our friends up 
north during Jan-

uary and hear them complain about the 
latest polar vortex while we interrupt to 
say, “Hang on, I can’t hear you. The air 
conditioning just clicked on.”

Here are some things I’ve come to 
appreciate about nature and where we 
live.

It rains really hard, but it doesn’t 
last long. Plus, those heavy rains bring 
the temperature down to something 
more bearable. It’s a reminder that bad 
times don’t last forever, and things may 
be better on the other side.

The birds in Florida are huge. The 
ibises which frequent our neighbor-
hood, picking at the grass for worms 
and bugs, are twice the size of the rob-
ins, blue jays and cardinals where I 
grew up.

Side note: Cardinals and blue jays 
have baseball teams named after them. 
The only ibis I can think of in sports is 
the University of Miami’s mascot Se-
bastian.

Side note to the side note: We have 
an ibis in our neighborhood with a 
funky wing that we’ve named Alfred. 
He’s been around for many years, and 
it turns out ibises have lifespans from 
16-27 years.

Pelicans are funny to see in real 
life because my only experience with 
them growing up was in cartoons, and 
yeah, they kinda look like that.

The only red-winged blackbird I 
had seen before moving to Florida was 
on a sugar packet at Red Lobster. Also, 
they may be the most plainly named 
creature on earth. Even the yellow- 

bellied sapsucker or white-cheeked  
nuthatch get their jobs in their names, 
the same way we refer to Attorney 
Keith Grossman or Doctor Gerald 
Laboda. The red-winged blackbird 
is like if we named the Dalmatian 
“black-spotted white dog,” or myself 
“bald-headed handsome man.”

Lakes Park in Fort Myers is a trea-
sure with birds, trees and an occasional 
gator sighting.

Alligators are both terrifying and 
magnificent. On my first weekend as 
a sports photographer at WINK-TV, I 
was assigned to get video of a chari-
ty golf tournament on Sanibel Island. 
There was a giant gator on the course 
near a pond with a golf ball easily visi-
ble six feet in front of him. (Now that’s 
what you call a water hazard.) It was 
a great shot for TV, but I was so terri-
fied seeing my first gator that I couldn’t 
hold the camera steady. I was a good 
hundred feet away, but still I worried 
the thing might suddenly charge. The 
shot was so shaky that the only way we 
could use it on the news was to run it in 
slow motion so the camera movement 
was less jarring.

Seeing dolphins in the Gulf is 
magical. The fact that they play in the 
wakes of boats only makes them more 
endearing.

I can’t say I’ve made peace with 
hurricane season, but I once kicked 
an ant hill, and a million ants came 
screaming out of the hole. As far as I 
could tell, none of the ants were com-
plaining about the calamity or worrying 
about whether insurance would cover 
the damage. They just started working 
immediately to rebuild the hill. Weird-
ly, it made me feel better.

Some people call Southwest Flori-
da paradise. That’s a stretch. But there 
is beauty and wonder in all of God’s 
creation, and we get to see a lot of the 
really good stuff here. And we get to 
make fun of our friends back up north 
during the winter.
Brian Simon is a former president of 
the Federation. His views are not nec-
essarily those of the Federation or its 
board.

 Brian 
    Simon

Opinions printed in L’CHAYIM  
do not necessarily reflect those of  

the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte 
Counties, its Board of Directors or staff.
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Our “almost shlemazel” stories An accounting of our soul

 Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

A common piece of advice about 
dealing with temptation is that 
whenever you are tempted to 

do something wrong, imagine that 
your actions will be the leading sto-
ry on WINK news. But often we’re 

tempted by things 
that wouldn’t make it 
in the newspaper or 
on TV: staying in bed 
because we’re lazy 
or wasting too much 
time on the internet. 

Temptation is 
part of life. Judaism 
recognizes that we 
have an inclination 

to do good, called yetzer ha’tov, and an 
inclination to do wrong, called yetzer 
ha’ra. The yetzer ha’tov is portrayed 
as a poor but wise child. It is wise be-
cause it leads us to do the right thing; 
it is a poor child because people often 
ignore it. The yetzer ha’ra is portrayed 
as an old and foolish king. It’s a king 
because all parts of the body obey it; 
it’s foolish because it leads us down 
the wrong path; and it’s old because we 
never outgrow it. The yetzer ha’ra is 
with us from youth to old age. 

We all have moments when we are 
tempted by this old and foolish king, 
our yetzer ha’ra: tempted to erupt in 
anger, give less money to tzedakah, 
pass on a juicy piece of gossip, assume 
we are absolutely and positively right, 
respond with judgment instead of curi-
osity, impatiently wait for our turn to 
talk instead of listening deeply, hesi-
tate to give someone the benefit of the 
doubt. 

Deuteronomy offers an extreme 
but practical suggestion about how to 
control this old and foolish king inside 
us. When we enter the land of Israel, 
we must destroy all the sites where 
other nations worshipped their gods. 
We are to tear down the altars, smash 
the pillars, burn the sacred posts, cut 
down images of false gods and obliter-
ate their names. In other words, destroy 
any places, objects or people that could 

tempt us to sin. This advice is often 
repeated today for people in recovery, 
and it applies to us all. What are the 
things we need to get rid of so that the 
yetzer ha’ra, that old and foolish king, 
does not control us? 

Today, one of the most popular 
apps or programs you can download 
online is one that blocks email and so-
cial media for however long you need 
to be productive. It’s the modern-day 
equivalent of leaving the phone off the 
hook so you’re not interrupted. Some-
times we have to close the computer, 
turn off the television or stop going 
someplace. Just as Superman weakens 
when he gets near Kryptonite, so too 
do we weaken when we get near temp-
tation. The old and foolish king danc-
es with delight and urges us on. Only 
by avoiding and overcoming it, do we 
show true strength. 

In Genesis, God says to Cain, “Sin 
is always waiting for you at the door 
and eager to get you. But you can rule 
over it.” 

Sometimes we must not only avoid 
wrongdoing, but actively pursue the 
positive: listening instead of sharing 
our unsolicited opinion, giving gener-
ously instead of finding excuses, going 
out for a walk instead of spending too 
much time on YouTube, paying atten-
tion instead of being distracted. 

The High Holy Days are when we 
undergo the process called cheshbon 
ha’nefesh – an accounting of our soul. 
We remember times when we did yield 
to temptation, when the old and fool-
ish king, our yetzer ha’ra, led us to sin, 
and when the poor and wise child, our 
yetzer ha’tov, cried out but we did not 
listen. But lest our memories lead us 
to despair, or the energy needed to im-
prove seems too great, Judaism assures 
us we are not alone. God is our ally 
and our supporter. God sees our strug-
gle, accepts our honest defeats, and 
accompanies us on the journey back  
to good. 
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.
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Rosh Hashanah – The New Year, etc…
Whenever the High Holidays 

come around, it always 
seems that there is pres-

sure to make these days count more 
than others. From the perspective of 
the “Jew in the pew,” this is when we 

have the strongest 
sense of obligation, 
need or guilt to show 
up to shul. From the 
perspective of syn-
agogue leadership, 
this is when we can 
engage the greatest 
number of people 
and make sure our 
financial house is in 

order (our very own version of “Black 
Friday”). And from the perspective of 
clergy, this is when we have the chance 
to make the biggest difference in peo-
ple’s lives, when our hearts and our 
minds are open to the idea of change. 
I wonder though, do these days hold 
more importance for God? Or are the 
High Holidays no higher or lower than 
the rest of the year?

On one hand, the answer seems 

obvious. According to traditional 
Jewish theology, these are days when 
God writes our names in the Book of 
Life or Death, determining, in the im-
mortal words of the Un’taneh Tokef 
prayer, “Who shall live and who shall 
die.” God doesn’t judge us in this way 
any other day, and as such, these days 
would seem to hold greater weight and 
importance in regards to God’s rela-
tionship with human beings. It’s an 
important job for God and it’s an ex-
istential crisis for all of us. That’s a lot 
of pressure.

Since it’s such a critical element of 
the High Holiday experience, let’s deal 
for a moment with this theological con-
cept that God is opening the books of 
Life and Death, determining who shall 
live and who shall die. Some of us be-
lieve that God is actually writing our 
names in the Book of Life or the Book 
of Death, and some of us may see the 
psychological and sociological benefit 
in believing that God could be writing 
our names in these celestial books. But 
without taking a scientific poll, I have 
a feeling that many of us, if not the vast 

 Cantor
    Barry
    Butensky
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Maintaining the faith  
to rejoice
Throughout history our people 

have experienced times of un-
certainty and challenge. Even in 

the darkest of times, we continued to 
rejoice knowing with absolute faith we 

were always under 
the wings of G-d’s 
Divine protection. 
As we celebrate Suk-
kot this year, we can 
look more closely 
at what exactly is a 
sukkah, what it rep-
resents and how this 
holiday can improve 
our lives.

Our Torah says, “Live in sukkot 
for seven days: All native-born Israel-
ites are to live in sukkot so that your 
descendants will know that I had the 
Israelites live in sukkot when I brought 
them out of Egypt: I am the Lord your 
G-d.” (Lev. 23: 42-43)

The act of building a sukkah 
reminds us of miracles. Pesach is 
about the miracle of the exodus when  
HaShem delivered us from Egyptian 
bondage. Shavuot is the miracle of the 
revelation at Mount Sinai when G-d 
appeared to the entire nation of Israel 
and gifted us with our Sacred Torah. 
Sukkot is about G-d’s eternal protec-
tion for His people, lessening the hard-
ships of the journey across the desert 
followed by almost 2,000 years spent 
in exile. 

For centuries Jews lived in plac-
es that would prove to be temporary 
homes. From our expulsion in England 
in 1290, followed by the Spanish Ex-
pulsion in 1492, and the Portuguese in 
1497, we lived continuously with in-
security and uncertainty. This insecu-
rity is a metaphor for the meaning of 

Sukkot and the building of a sukkah, a 
temporary hut.

What is amazing is that we tradi-
tionally refer to the holiday as, z’man 
simchatenu, “our time of joy.” For 
centuries, we’ve managed to rejoice 
even during hard times. Our spiritu-
al strength reaffirms that faith is not 
something contingent on certainty. 
We remain steadfast and faithful even 
when we live through times of great 
uncertainty. The beauty of our Jewish 
traditions is that they are timeless and 
relevant in any age. This Sukkot may 
we have the faith to rejoice while fac-
ing the many challenges in these trou-
bled times in which we live. 

We’ve lived with insecurity and 
uncertainty for thousands of years and 
have not only survived but thrived. 
Our brothers and sisters in Israel are no 
strangers to a daily life filled with inse-
curity and uncertainty as they live sur-
rounded by enemies sworn to destroy 
our land and our people. Even with the 
constant threat posed by our enemies, 
Israel is ranked even higher than the 
U.S. on the happiness index of nations.

Maybe our ability to handle inse-
curity and uncertainty so well can be 
credited to the meaning of the holi-
day of Sukkot, when we leave behind 
the safety of our houses and sit in the 
sukkah, a fragile hut exposed to the 
elements. To be able to do so and still 
say, this is z’man simchatenu, our fes-
tival of joy, is the ultimate act of faith, 
which is the ultimate antidote to fear. 
Maintaining the faith to rejoice! This 
powerful message is one that we all 
need to be reminded of now more than 
ever. Chag Sameach.
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.

 Rabbi 
    Lawrence
    Dermer

majority of us, have a significant prob-
lem with this theological concept and 
in fact believe that God is not writing 
our names and determining our fates 
during these days. After all, how do 
we know it’s actually happening? And 
if it does happen, how much “prayer, 
repentance and charity” do we need to 
avert the evil decree as it says in the 
Un’taneh Tokef prayer? Does that mean 
that people who are bad/evil can sim-
ply do these actions and survive while 
good-hearted people who don’t will 
die? 

Today is not a day to be judged, 
but simply an opportunity to do what 
we should do all year around – show-
ing gratitude, being humble and loving 
deeply – while letting the cards fall 
where they may. If we embrace our 
skepticism, whatever our conception of 
God, God is doing today what God did 
yesterday and will tomorrow – nothing 
more and nothing less.

Our choice is to determine what is 
our natural state – are we optimists or 
are we pessimists (gratitude)? Do we 
help ourselves or do we help others 
(humility)? Do we open ourselves to 
love or are we fearful of being reject-
ed (love)? The answers are hardly clear 
cut, and we put pressure on ourselves 

during these days – existentially (re-
pentance), theologically (prayer) and 
financially (charity) – to be our most 
natural, truest selves.

That striving to be our most natu-
ral, truest selves should happen every 
day of the year, not just three, when 
we are talking with our children and 
grandchildren, and when we are stand-
ing in line at the supermarket. What’s 
more, if we are in a relationship with 
God, then through our conversations 
and our prayers with God every day 
we can ask for the sustenance we need 
to become our truest selves. Perhaps 
imagining that God is writing us in the 
Book of Life or Death will help spur 
us to become our truest selves. We can 
find that inspiration any day and any 
place, in the shul and out of the shul. 
All we need to do is simply take ev-
ery experience of life in stride. When 
we do, I believe that we will discover, 
affirm and love our truest selves. And 
that will surely be a beautiful day.

May this be a sweet new year, em-
bracing each other’s natural and truest 
selves.

Shanah Tovah Umtukah.
Cantor Barry Butensky serves at Tem-
ple Beth Shalom in Cape Coral.

The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties 
is creating a Holocaust Education department in
response to growing antisemitism and a need for

education and remembrance. The new department
will sponsor outreach programs in the schools and
community as well as host speaking, author and 

film events. We are also in the process of creating 
a remembrance wall that will highlight local loved

ones lost in the Shoah. For naming and other donor
opportunities, or to share stories, please contact 
JFED Holocaust Education Director Ella Nayor at 

239-281-7874 or via email at
jfedholocaustdirector@gmail.com 

Jewish Federation 
of Lee and Charlotte Counties 

Holocaust Education 
and Programs Department
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FROM THE BIMAH

A Yom Kippur Carol
Whether you prefer the 1951 

version starring Alastair 
Sim, the 1938 version star-

ring Reginald Owen, one of the more 
modern adaptations or perhaps the 
book first published in 1843, there 

is no question that 
Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol is a 
classic.

It is a classic 
Yom Kippur story, if 
there ever was one. 

As a child, who 
could resist the first 
act? I lived to hear 
Scrooge say, “Bah! 

Humbug!” It wasn’t until I was older 
that I began to appreciate the drama 
that unfolds.

Scrooge spends a restless night 
marked by four fateful encounters. The 
first is with the ghost of his late part-
ner, Jacob Marley. In life, Marley was 
Scrooge’s tight-fisted clone. In death, 
he walks about chained to his account 
ledger, wailing in misery.

The frightened Scrooge cries out 
to his partner, “But you were always a 
good man of business, Jacob!”

“Business!” answers Marley. “Man-
kind was my business. The common 
welfare was my business… charity, 
mercy, benevolence, forbearance. These 
were all my business. The dealings of 
my trade were but a drop of water in the 
comprehensive ocean of my business!”

The Hassidic Rabbi Levi Yitzhak 
of Berditchev, who died in 1810, two 
years before Charles Dickens was 
born, expressed Marley’s admonition 
to Scrooge in another way. Once, he 
saw a man hurrying down the street 
looking neither to the right or the left.

“Why are you hurrying so?” the 
Rabbi inquired.

“I am pursuing my livelihood,” the 
man answered.

“And how do you know,” the Rab-
bi continued, “that your livelihood is in 
front of you? Perhaps it is behind you, 
and you are running away from it.”

Such was Marley’s message to 
Scrooge: You are running away from 
your livelihood, but “I am here tonight 
to warn you that you have yet a chance 

and hope of escaping my fate.” As 
Marley leaves, he promises Scrooge 
that the spirits of his past, present and 
future will visit him.

The ghost of his past allows 
Scrooge to see the hurt inflicted on 
him that turned his life in its miserable 
direction. He sees himself as a boy in 
school, sitting alone during the winter 
recess, in his words, “a solitary child 
… neglected by his friends.”

Moving from his past to his pres-
ent, Scrooge encounters his nephew 
Fred and his clerk Bob Cratchit. They 
teach him that vast riches do not pro-
vide happiness, nor does their absence 
preclude it. In Bob Cratchit’s ailing 
son, Tiny Tim, Scrooge sees the oppor-
tunities to act righteously, something 
he has spurned for so long.

Scrooge’s final lesson allows him a 
peek into the future, to see how people 
scorn him after he is gone. With terror, 
he sees his chambermaid stealing the 
very sheets from his deathbed and the 
curtains from his bedroom and chor-
tling over his death.

Yom Kippur invites us to engage 
in a Personal Scrooge Experience – to 
imagine we are dead and ask, “What 
is the impact of our actions on those 
around us?”

Yes, once a year we need to spend 
a night like Scrooge. 

We need to hear and heed the les-
son: Mankind is my business… charity, 
forbearance, mercy and benevolence. 
These are all my business. We need to 
remember those who treat us kindly. 
We also must ponder: Will our death 
cause sadness or occasion relief?

“Spirit!” cried Scrooge, clutching 
the robe of Christmas Future. “Why 
show me this if I am past all hope?”

Scrooge, of course, was not past all 
hope. Neither are we.

Every year, the Yom Kippur Carol 
urges us to build lives of “charity, mer-
cy, benevolence and forbearance.”

It is not an easy thing to do, but if 
our efforts are sincere, infinite rewards 
await us – like those Scrooge enjoyed 
– at the end of the day.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on San-
ibel Island.

 Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

A personal interest  
in the Torah
Louis Brandeis was the first Jew 

on the United States Supreme 
Court. After he was sworn in 

with his hand resting on a Bible, he 
raised the Bible and said, “The ideals 

of the 20th centu-
ry are found in this 
book which contains 
the ideals of twenty 
centuries.” 

The Baal Shem 
Tov taught that ev-
ery person should be 
like a Torah. The Bi-
ble should not be flat 
words on a flat page 

but ideas and ideals that enter our lives. 
The words and teachings should enter 
a person so that he or she, in effect, be-
comes a living Bible. 

Simchat Torah marks the conclu-
sion of the reading of the Torah at the 
same time as the beginning of its read-
ing once again. It is traditional on this 
occasion to hold the Torah scroll aloft 
and dance with it. 

The late Elie Wiesel, the chronicler 
of the Holocaust, said that when he was 
in the concentration camp one Simhat 
Torah, the inmates were very sad and 
depressed because they did not have a 
Torah with which to dance. Elie Wie-
sel suddenly picked up a small child 
and said, “The Baal Shem Tov taught 
that every person is a Torah. This child 
will be our Torah.” He held the child 
aloft and everybody sang and danced 
around him.
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.

 Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

Giving Circle
What is a Women's Giving Circle?

The Women's Giving Circle empowers women as
funders, decision makers and agents of change. 

 Members contribute $360 and have an equal vote
where funds are distributed.

A chance to make an impact on the lives of women
and children in Israel & Overseas

Decide collectively where funds will be dispersed

Achieve greater impact as a circle

Meet new people & enjoy the company of other 
like-minded women of all ages in our community

To JOIN & for more information

contact Debbie Sanford at 239.481.4449 ext. 6
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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Read the current and recent issues of L’CHAYIM 
online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

By Rabbi Mendel Gordon

FROM THE BIMAH

“And you shall draw 
water with joy”
In the Book of Isaiah (12:3) it states, 

“And you shall draw water with 
joy from the springs of salvation.”
From this verse one might mis-

takenly conclude that the only water 
allowed to be poured upon the altar in 

the Holy Temple (on 
the second night of 
Sukkot) had to have 
come from a spring. 
But according to 
Jewish law, if for 
some reason it was 
impossible to ob-
tain water from the 
“spring of Shiloach” 
near Jerusalem, wa-

ter from the Temple’s basin could be 
used instead. This water was mei mik-
va, water that met the requirements for 
use in a mikva.

From this we learn that if the water 
was collected with the specific intent 
of performing this mitzva in a joyful 
manner, it was considered to be on the 
higher level of spring water. In other 
words, the source of the water was un-
important; the main thing was that it be 
drawn “with joy.”

Why is spring water superior to 
water which is obtained from any other 
source?

The answer is that the water of a 
natural spring flows spontaneously and 
directly from its source. For this rea-
son, there are no limits to its power 
to impart ritual purity. The water of a 
mikva, by contrast, must meet several 
stringent conditions before it can purify 

the person who immerses himself in 
it. The quantity of water in the mikva 
is likewise important; if less than a 
certain amount has been collected the 
immersion is invalid. Spring water, on 
the other hand, purifies in any amount, 
even if it is still flowing, and even if 
it has not been accumulated into a re-
ceptacle.

Water is intrinsically tasteless. 
Wine has a taste, a sweet flavor. Wine 
is therefore symbolic of the pleasure 
that is derived from a rational com-
prehension of Torah and mitzvot. Wa-
ter, which has no taste, is symbolic of 
our performance of mitzvot purely and 
simply because G-d has so command-
ed us.

The commandment to pour wa-
ter upon the altar – “And you shall 
draw water with joy” – thus alludes 
to a Jew’s unconditional obedience to 
G-d, his pure acceptance of the yoke 
of heaven. At the same time, our to-
tal submissiveness to G-d engenders a 
feeling of joy – delight and gratitude in 
being able to carry out His will.

When a Jew rejoices in the perfor-
mance of a mitzva, he merits that his 
“water,” his non-intellectual accep-
tance of G-d’s will, is transformed into 
the “springs of salvation.” For just as 
a spring is perpetually connected to its 
source, so too does he become perpet-
ually bound to G-d, meriting salvation 
in all his endeavors.
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves at 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Flor-
ida.

 Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

Everyone counts

 Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

Mike Krzyzewski retired this 
year after 42 years as head 
coach of the Duke Blue 

Devils basketball team. His career was 
spectacular: almost 1,200 wins, more 
than any other coach in Division I bas-
ketball; 13 Final Fours; five national 
championships. 

His first years were difficult with 
three losing seasons in a row. But 
Duke’s Athletic Director stuck with 

him. After a four-
game losing streak, 
he offered Coach K a 
five-year extension. 
What made Coach 
K so good? Former 
players and fellow 
coaches said “he was 
a master at getting 
everybody in his pro-
gram to do what he 

thinks they needed to do.” He under-
stood that “the last man on the bench 
might be the center of the social cir-
cle, that the guy playing the best might 
not be playing the hardest…” In other 
words, Coach K paid attention to his 
players as individuals. They knew that 
he cared about them – even when he 
was chewing them out. 

The management book, First, 
Break All the Rules, looked at the per-

formance of restaurants in the same 
chain located not far from each other, 
some over-performing their target, oth-
ers under-performing their target. What 
was the difference between them? The 
staff at the over-performing restau-
rants felt that the management knew 
them and cared about them personal-
ly. These people were most invested in 
their work.

A Catholic priest summed it up this 
way: “It’s all about taking care of the 
people.” 

In the Un’taneh Toqef prayer, cen-
tral to the High Holiday liturgy, it says 
that God examines us one by one. A 
terrifying line, but also comforting. 
God looks at each of us as individuals, 
cares about each of us as individuals. 
This is not only what God must do. It 
is what all people in positions of lead-
ership must do – pay attention to ev-
ery individual. Everyone counts. We 
care about every member of our com- 
munity. 

As Coach K knew, strength is built 
one person at a time. This is the essen-
tial lesson for all of us in positions of 
leadership and for anyone who works 
with others to build something good.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

   

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS 
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent  

Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us. 

Karin Fine 
Sherri & Ira Zucker 
The Cadkin Foundation 
Shalom Dancers 
Taryn Sasser 

Anonymous 
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help 
Naomi Bloom  
Barbara & Earl Magdovitz 
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein 

    INDIGENT FUND / MARCIA CAN HELP 
 Marty Freling 

Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Temple Judea 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Bat Yam 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Shalom Life Center 
Shalom Dancers 

Edward & Beverly Drucker 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 
H. Richard Hendler 
Linat Bahar 
Paul & Sylvia Simko 
William & Andi Horowitz 
Russell & Elizabeth Bogen 
 

    FOOD PANTRY 

Temple Judea 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Bat Yam 
Temple Beth Shalom 

Shalom Life Center 
Shalom Dancers 
James & Betty Rubenstein 

    LINDA F. IDELSON CULINARY DESIGN FUND 
Charles Idelson 
Carolyn Gora 
Anita Freedman 
Claire Goldhagen 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 

Anne Schwartz 
Andy & Debbie Shuping 
Hy Tuchman 
James & Betty Rubenstein 
 

 JFNA CRISIS IN UKRAINE FUND & OUR LOCAL  
JEWISH COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESETTLEMENT FUND 

 
 Sima Baker 

Howard & Debbie Baum 
Daniel Bendetowicz 
*Naomi Bloom 
Stephen & Deborah Brown 
Jeanette Burke 
Community Free Synagogue 
Paul Cornez 
Barry & Barbara Epstein 
Saundra Falk 
Steven Fischer 
Daniel & Ellen Fox 
Shirley & Byron Frank 
Carolyn Gora 
Robert Harris 
Alan Isaacs & Naomi Thomson 
Bonnie Kasdan 
Louise Kepple 
Lawerence Kessler 
Michael & Marsha Kistler 
Gail Koppelman 
Doreen Kostel 
Sheila & Jerry Laboda 
Clive & Sunny Lubner 

Ruth Lefberg 
Nancy Linkov 
Howard & Judith Mayer 
Nevin Mindlin 
Bernie & Toby Moss 
Arnold & Deborah Most 
Richard & Dee Olitsky 
John & Rozzi Osterman 
Julie & Jeff Pakrosnis  
George & Joyce Rosinger 
Betty Rubenstein 
Lubov Ruvinskaya 
Ronda Seifer Walis 
Donald & Martha Siegel 
Mark Silvermintz 
Sylvia Simko 
Brian & Mindi Simon 
Karen Slater 
Harold Stevelman 
Lisa Turnquist  
Arnold Vollmer 
Karen Whitman 
Judith Yevick 
 

*A challenge donation made by Naomi Bloom, to our 
local fund, matching all other donations up to a total  

of $10,000 in loving memory of Ron Wallace.  

TOGETHER  
We can make a 
Difference  
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Chabad at FGCU update
By Rabbi Mendel Gordon

With the current semester 
starting on a Friday, it was 
going to be interesting be-

cause the first day would lead straight 
into Shabbat. We were unsure if stu-
dents would find out fast enough where 
Shabbat happens. But as the sun was 
setting, the door at Chabad didn’t stop 
opening with more and more Jewish 
students coming. 

We set up for 20 and almost 40 
came. Somehow there is always room 
for another Jew, like the old Jewish 
saying that as long as there is room in 
the heart there is always space.

From there things kept pumping 
for Jewish life at FGCU Chabad. We 
had a welcome BBQ and a mini golf 
trip. Our FGCU Jewish family keeps 
growing. 

For Labor Day weekend, Matt 
Boggan and Preston Cohen, two of our 
student leaders, went on a special trip 
up north, spending Shabbat in Yeshiva 
at the Rabbinical College of America 
in New Jersey, getting a full immersive 
Jewish experience. That was followed 

FOCUS ON YOUTH

Marcia Can Help 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  DDeebbbbiiee  SSaannffoorrdd  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499    eexxtt..  66  oorr  ddeebbbbiieessaannffoorrdd@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg  

MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card  
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility  
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation  
and other essential services without  
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  

22001177. 

by a two-day student leadership confer-
ence run by Chabad on Campus inter-
national. Matt and Preston joined other 
student leaders from campuses all over 
America to collaborate and brainstorm 
on how to increase Jewish life on cam-
pus. We are looking forward to the big 
spike for FGCU Jewish life from the 
energy of this conference. 

We have just received new FGCU 
kippahs and we are offering them to do-
nors of our High Holiday campaign. If 
you would like one, please help make 
the High Holidays happen for the stu-
dents by going online at chabadfgcu.
com/donate.

We will be having Rosh Hashana 
services on campus on September 26 
and 27.

The sukkah at FGCU in front of 
Reed Hall (near parking lot 5) will be 
open to the public for the Sukkot holi-
day, October 9-17, with a lulav always 
inside for anyone who would like to 
make the lulav blessing. In addition, 
there is also a public sukkah by the 
freshmen dorms outside SoVi Dining.

Chabad at FGCU services all Jew-
ish students at FGCU and other nearby 
colleges. For more information or to 
refer a student, contact me at rabbi@
chabadfgcu.com or 347.452.0489.

Bryce, Jeg, Bailey and Nosson ready for Shabbat dinner (photo taken before Shabbat)

Benjy from Jupiter is proud of his new mezuzah
Stay in touch throughout  
the summer. Sign up for 
the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
denacorkhill@jfedlcc.org

Everyone counts
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J O S E P H  H O R O W I T Z

is that these programs will enhance
Jewish knowledge and identity in
preparation for participation in 
American Jewish life.1

3

2

is proud to offer the Stevan &
Marilyn Simon Family Scholarship. 
This scholarship is open to those at
least high school age who
demonstrate leadership qualities
and will be participating in a 2-week
or longer program in Israel. 
A short essay is required. 

OUR HOPE

TOP JEWISH FOUNDATION

THIS GRANT

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T  

J E W I S H F E D E R A T I O N L C C . O R G / S C H O L A R S H I P S

I S R A E L  T R A V E L  G R A N T  

is available through 
TOP Jewish Foundation of 
Lee & Charlotte Counties
and may be used for travel 
to Israel to participate in 
programs that are volunteer 
or educational in nature.

is for Jewish residents of either
county who are 25 years old or
younger and can demonstrate a
financial need. Academic standing
and community involvement may
also be considered. 

TEMPLE BETH EL SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Beth El Religious School
Allison Fego, 
Religious School Coordinator
Our Religious School students finished 
out last month learning about teshuvah. 
Our youngest students, in K-1, made 
Rosh Hashanah cards with bees and 
honeycombs on them and apple dec-
orations. Current-
ly they are learn-
ing about B’tzelem 
Elohim (honoring 
the image of God). 
Students will look 
at their families 
to understand the 
concept of B’tzelem 
Elohim and how we 
are all created both 
differently and the 
same. Students will 
examine their fa-

milial relationships and 
how they can use 
B’tzelem Elohim to make 
positive changes in their 

relationships. 
Some of the events that we have 

our kids participating in are our Reli-
gious School Sukkah Party on October 
9 and Simchat Torah celebration on 
October 16. Our talmidim are enjoying 
learning and spending time with their 
friends and teachers.

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
October     7:   6:50
October  14:   6:42
October  21:   6:36
October  28:   6:30

FOCUS ON YOUTH

Rabbi Nicole Luna with Temple Beth El Religious School students

FAMILIES OF CHILDREN 6 MONTHS TO 8 YEARS QUALIFY!

RECEIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATIONRECEIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATIONRECEIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATION
WITH FREE JEWISH CHILDREN'S BOOKS

More Information, contact Dena Corkhill
(239) 481- 4449 (ext.4)

denacorkhill@jfedlcc.org

Funded by: 

The Roth Family Foundation

Barbara Siegel, Mike & Marsha Kistler, 

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties

www.pjlibrary.org
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Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

FOCUS ON YOUTH

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
It’s a very exciting time at Temple 
Judea and our Religious School. Our 
classes have been in session for a few 
weeks now and the excitement from 
our children is difficult to contain. I go 
home with a sense of exhilaration after 
observing their learning. I’m especially 
happy with the joy our kids are bring-
ing to our weekday Hebrew program. 
Whether they are working cooperative-
ly or independently, they are so excited 
about learning this beautiful language 
of ours that it thrills my soul. 

We began our “Kid’s High Holi-
day” programming on September 18 
with a Family Potpourri event where 
we gathered together for activities cov-
ering all our Tishrei holidays. Then we 
held our Rosh Hashanah activities. It 
is so much fun having the kids for ex-
tended times on the holidays. We can 
do things that we usually can’t find 
the time to do. It is also fun to see our 
friends that we don’t normally see ex-
cept on holidays. 

On Sunday, October 2, we will 
participate in the global Reverse Tash-

lich initiative, with our 
program meeting at Fort 
Myers Beach at 10:00 
a.m. Feel free to join us 

for this invigorating community ser-
vice event. 

The High Holidays will contin-
ue with Yom Kippur. We will host 
the children again for activities and a 
children’s service, concluding with a 
children’s performance of a dramatic 
play based on “Jonah and the Whale.” 
Further into the year we host Sukkot 
and Simchat Torah family events. We 
ask families to RSVP for our holiday 
events so that we can budget for sup-
plies for the children. To RSVP, please 
contact me at 239.433.0201 or tjswfle-
du@gmail.com.

On October 14, we will have our 
Sukkot Dinner, and then on October 
16, our Simchat Torah program, which 
(weather permitting) will be outdoors 
with children’s activities, dinner, ser-
vice and marshmallow roast.

On October 17, I will take a breath 
because things will finally calm down. 
Our Tot Shabbat program will return 
on November 11 at 5:00 p.m. 

We are also still accepting en-
rollment registrations for Religious 
School. Just because you missed the 
start of the year doesn’t mean you have 
to miss the rest of it. 

 

Results of  
a recent  
national     
survey of 

25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
making a     

difference in the 
lives of families 
raising Jewish 

children.. 

The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

High School Students:  
Earn CAS Credits!

Please contact me for more infor-
mation about our Religious School, Tot 
Shabbat, High Holidays or other pro-
gramming.

* * *
Temple Judea Preschool
Suki Kelly,
Temple Judea Preschool Director
September was a very busy month 
for the students at Temple Judea Pre-
school. The children had fun exploring 
their five senses through many fun ac-
tivities in the classroom. The children 
also learned about the different swamp 
animals that live in our great State of 
Florida! We talked about alligators and 
lizards and the many birds that reside 
in our own backyards.

During our Rosh Hashanah theme, 
we worked with Tab Scribner, our Di-
rector of Congregational Learning, to 
do some fun New Year activities with 
the children. They sang songs, listened 
to the shofar and pretended to bake de-
licious apple cake in the make-believe 
kitchen. We hope everyone is having a 
sweet beginning to their new year! 

In October, the children will be 
doing fun activities for Sukkot in the 
sukkah and decorating it with their 
beautiful arts and crafts projects. The 
children will have an opportunity to 
eat snacks and lunch, and enjoy morn-
ing circle time or group time in the  
sukkah. 

The fire department will be making 
a visit to the preschool for Fire Preven-
tion Week. This is always one of the 
children’s favorite days. Firefighters 
will come to our school in their fire 
truck and speak to the children about 
how to be safe around fire and what to 
do if there is a fire in their house. The 
children always love to spray the hose 
at the end of the presentation. Thank 
you to Iona McGregor Fire for taking 
the time to come speak to our children.

TJP will be starting our Toddler 
Time program with Ms. Lisa in Jan-
uary. Ms. Lisa has been our Toddler 
Time teacher for over 10 years and has 
created a warm and loving environ-
ment where parents and children can 
come together to create fun art proj-
ects, sing songs, dance and even make 
a delicious snack together. Toddler 
Time gives children the experience of 
socializing with new friends, singing 
songs and creating beautiful artwork 
while spending time with their parent 
or guardian. It is a great opportunity for 
young families to meet other families 
and for your child to be introduced to 
the concept of a structured preschool 
setting. If you have a child who will 
be 12 to 18 months old by January, 
and are interested in joining our Tod-
dler Time program, please contact the 
preschool. We will begin enrollment in 
November.

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

Like us on Facebook!
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Stay connected all month long at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011
Joyce Toub
As I write this message, it is still sum-
mer. And as I think back upon this year 
and look forward to the High Holidays, 
I am astonished at how much has hap-
pened. What a year! 

Hadassah has stepped up to meet 
every challenge and continues to in-
novate, treat and expand its services. 
Here are a few recent examples:

 ¡ Hadassah‘s involvement in aid-
ing those fleeing from war-torn 
Ukraine has been well document-
ed. As the war continues to in-
tensify, Hadassah is ramping up 
operations to help deal with the un-
precedented humanitarian disaster. 

 ¡ The reversal of Roe vs. Wade has 
augmented Hadassah‘s advocacy 
that all women should be able to 
have reproductive rights. 

 ¡ Hadassah has been organizing an 
effort in the U.S. Congress to pro-
tect children from classrooms that 
teach hatred and antisemitism.

 ¡ Hadassah demands that Holocaust 
education is essential to combat the 
Holocaust deniers and those who 
think the content is too sensitive. 
Holocaust education teaches tol-
erance, diversity and inclusion so 

we can all live in a better 
world. If taught correct-
ly and effectively, it can 
open minds in numerous 
ways to address values, 
cultural beliefs, human 

rights, justice and reflections on 
humanity. These lessons are cer-
tainly relevant today.
Hadassah members and supporters 

are proud to be partners with Hadas-
sah’s healthcare superheroes who save 
lives every day. There’s the eye doctor 
who made a blind patient see. An ALS 
researcher who showed that patients 
with positive attitudes feel less pain. A 
cardiologist who was the first in Israel 
to repair a defective aortal aneurysm 
with minimum catheterization, instead 
of performing open-heart surgery with 
its many risks. Last month, Hadassah 
performed six liver and six kidney 
transplants in less than two weeks.

This year, Collier/Lee Hadassah 
will give you the opportunity to learn 
more each month about advocacy and 
miracles we can all be proud of. Please 
mark your calendars for:

 ¡ October 24: The League of Women 
Voters will address us via Zoom

 ¡ November 15: Welcome back lun-
cheon at Imperial Golf Club, fea-
turing Hadassah’s Crafty Women 
and Artistic Vendor Showcase

 ¡ December 4: Annual Major Donor 
Recognition Event

During the High Holidays we try 
to correct wrongs or omissions by ex-
tending compassion to others. Our fo-
cus is on prayer, reflection and gener-
osity. What better place is there to do 
this than to become involved in your 
community and Hadassah? Please join 
us! You’ll be contributing to the ben-

efit of all people everywhere. There 
are many ways you can donate to  
Hadassah.

I wish you and your families a 
wonderful New Year 5783! May you 
and your loved ones be inscribed for a 
year filled with health, joy and peace.

JEWISH WAR VETERANS
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400

(239) 246-3151
Eryka Aptaker
Our Post has returned from the summer 
doldrums. The Lee County Spirit of 
’45 event, honoring our WWII veter-
ans, was a very successful event orga-
nized and led by me, a Patron Member. 
We had a nice showing from our Post. 
A special “thank you” to Bob & Dottie 
Ruberto and Harvey & Barbara Char-
ter for assisting in setting up, with both 
Bob and Harvey participating in the 
ceremony. Our last remaining WWII 
veteran, Hy Tuchman, was able to at-
tend with guests and it was an honor to 
have him there. 

On Thursday, October 27 at 6:00 
p.m., the JWV Victor Paul Tuchman 
Post 400 is sponsoring an “Evening 
with our Sheriff, Carmine Marceno” at 
Temple Beth El, 16225 Winkler Road, 
Fort Myers. The event is planned for 
the whole Jewish community to be able 
to hear of the many programs run by the 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office. The Sher-
iff was eager to have the opportunity to 
speak at this event. We are hopeful that 
members of all the area temples and 
synagogues will attend this community 
event. With antisemitism on the rise, 
this is a good opportunity to address 
any issues. 

It is with great sad-
ness that we announce 
the passing of Patron 
Member Ed Drucker. Ed 
passed away on Septem-
ber 6, after some very se-

rious surgery. Ed was a great friend and 
a very enthusiastic participant in all 
Post 400 activi-
ties. He joined the 
Post to honor the 
memory of his fa-
ther, a WWII vet-
eran. Our sincere 
and deepest sym-
pathy to his wife 
Beverly. We will 
miss Ed greatly.

Recently, we have been very for-
tunate to add a number of new Veter-
an and Patron Members. As always in 
these articles, we ask that you consid-
er joining this amazing and dedicated 
group. Join us as we engage in bagels 
and cream cheese and great conversa-
tion. Our next meeting is scheduled for 
9:00 a.m. on Sunday, September 25 at 
the Federation office in Fort Myers.

To become a member or if you 
have questions, please contact Com-
mander Harvey Charter at hbcharter@
aol.com or 239.246.3151.

The Jewish War Veterans, founded 
in 1896, is the oldest continuing vet-
erans organization in America. We are 
challenged in the pursuit of new mem-
bers to keep our organization alive. 
With the loss of many of our WWII 
veterans, we are striving to have mem-
bers of our younger generation(s) join 
and show support to the JWV. We have 
a Patron membership for non-veterans. 
If your family members were veterans, 
think about honoring them by joining 
JWV Post 400. I joined in honoring 
the memory of my father, a Korean 
War veteran. It was the best decision 
I have ever made. This group has been 
a blessing in my life and some of the 
members have become like family 
to me. You would be a part of a very 
dedicated, committed and welcoming 
group of individuals. We hope to see 
you at our future meetings!

WWII veteran Hy Tuchman  
at the Lee County Spirit of ’45 event

Ed Drucker

Post 400 members at the Lee County Spirit of ’45 event
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CHAVURAT SHALOM
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold
and Marcia Rudin
The membership of Chavurat Shalom 
of Southwest Florida wishes everyone 
an easy Yom Kippur fast and a healthy, 
productive and peaceful New Year. 

To prepare for the High Holi-
days, Chavurat Shalom member Da-
vid Berger blew the shofar before ev-
ery Shabbat service via Zoom during 
the month of Elul. We also greeted the 
year 5783 with members Rabbi James 
and Marcia Rudin leading the annu-
al Apples and Honey celebration via 
Zoom at sundown on September 26. 
On September 22, Rabbi Rudin pre-
sented a program titled “Fate, Family, 
Fasting: Three Eternal Pillars of the 
High Holidays,” and on September 29,  

Rabbi Daniel Schiff 
spoke about “Making 
Sense of the Book of Jo-
nah,” both programs via 
Zoom. The Chavurat’s 
annual Memorial Ser-

vice, led by president Cheryl Fulmer, 
will take place via Zoom at 11:00 a.m. 
on Sunday, October 2. 

The Officers and Board of Direc-
tors of Chavurat Shalom wish to thank 
members who provided Shabbat ser-
vices, organized by Ellen Feingold, ev-
ery week throughout the summer. Be-
cause many members were traveling, 
a few hardworking people had to host 
the Zoom, plan the service, sing, recite 
readings and prayers, chant or read 
the weekly Torah portion and prepare 
the D’var Torah. Also, many thanks to 
member Sue Spohr for organizing the 
Rosh Hashanah honey jar project.

Chavurat Shalom’s beloved past 
president, Len Minsky, who passed 

away on February 21, was formally 
honored on Wednesday, August 10 by 
the Minsky family and the University 
of Maine Foundation. The celebration 
of his life was held at the Minsky Re-
cital Hall at the University of Maine 
in Orono. The venue was named af-
ter Leonard, an alumnus, and his wife 
Renee. Len served on the board of the 
UMaine Alumni Association and, with 
Renee, was honored as a life member 
of the University of Maine Foundation. 
He was the recipient of the Alumni  
Association Black Bear Award and 
Pine Tree Emblem award, and shared 
with Renee the Vincent Hartgen 
Award and the Stillwater Award. Ac-
cording to Renee, the memorial ser-
vice was a beautiful and joyful tribute  
to Len.

In late October, Pope Francis will 
honor Rabbi James Rudin as a Knight 
Commander of the Order of Saint Greg-
ory, a Vatican group founded in 1831, 
for his decades of outstanding global 
leadership in Catholic-Jewish relations 
as the American Jewish Committee’s 
Interreligious Affairs Director. Cardi-
nal Sean O’Malley, the Archbishop of 
Boston, will lead the ceremony in Bos-
ton. The honorary papal knighthood 
is bestowed upon individuals from 
all religions who have made signifi-

cant positive contributions to human  
society. 

Chavurat Shalom’s Program Com-
mittee, headed by Irene Skolnick, is 
lining up speakers for its weekly Thurs-
day 11:00 a.m. sessions. The programs 
will resume in November. Check the 
Chavurat Shalom website and the No-
vember issue of L’CHAYIM for details. 
The weekly Saturday 11:00 a.m. Len 
Minsky Current Events sessions will 
also begin again in November.

Chavurat Shalom’s Friday Night 
Shabbat Service via Zoom, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m., never misses a week.

If you wish to join us for any of 
these events, email chavuratshalom@
gmail.com for the link.

Chavurat Shalom (Fellowship of 
Peace) is an informal group from every 
Jewish religious tradition and meets to 
worship and learn together. People of 
all faiths and localities are welcome, 
including visitors and guests. It is not 
affiliated with any organized move-
ment and is community-led. Shabbat 
services are a blend of English and 
Hebrew, English readings and poems, 
Hebrew prayers recited or chanted, and 
songs.

For more information about Chavu-
rat Shalom, visit www.chavuratshalom 
ofsouthwestflorida.org. 

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
Marina Berkovich
A recent study of an archeological 
discovery published in Current Biol-
ogy mortified me. In the UK, human 
remains discovered during construc-
tion of a well turned out to be Jews 
murdered after the revered hero King 
Richard I and his “Jews are the near-
est thing to infidels” actions mobilized 
the knights into The Third Crusade. 
The antisemitic legislation of the Third 
Lateran Council of 1179 condemned 
usury and imposed many restrictions 
against Jews to legitimize such exter-
minations. In 1190, this Jewish family 
was murdered, most likely in a blood 
libel massacre, and thrown into a well. 
Seventeen bodies. Three of them sis-
ters. “Part of a historically attested ep-
isode of antisemitic violence on 6 Feb-
ruary 1190 CE,” the researchers wrote. 
When these bodies were discovered, 
science was available to test the six 
bodies with well-preserved DNA and 
made it possible to not only prove the 
horrors the Jews underwent then, but 
also that Ashkenazi Jews existed much 
earlier than was previously believed. 

Our effort is to preserve evidence 
of the vibrant Jewish History of South-
west Florida. May we be spared from 
modern-day attempts at crusades, for 
the number of enemies, just as the 
number of Jews, remains relatively 
proportional throughout history, ex-
cluding the horrific periods of violence 
that periodically threaten to wipe us all 
out. Somehow, we survive, and try to 
learn and teach more to enlighten those 
of our own persuasion and all others 
of the insurmountable horrors we were 
once subjected to, in the hopes of it 
never repeating again. 

One such individual in South-
west Florida is Jack Nortman, the man 
whose Box Car Foundation provides 
Holocaust education to tens of thou-
sands of visitors to The Box Car Trav-
eling Exhibit, now located at the Ho-
locaust Museum & Cohen Education 
Center in Naples.

The Jewish Historical Society 
original production of the Southwest 

Florida Jewish Pioneers 
documentary film, Jack 
Nortman, Box Car Giant, 
will be shown at a special 
event in partnership with 
South Regional Library 

on January 19, 2023, from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m. to celebrate 2023 Florida Jewish 
History Month.

Another Southwest Florida Jewish 
Pioneers film, Mitch Spaiser, Way Back 
Then, will be shown on February 6 at 
Chabad Naples.

Registration information to all sea-
son events will be announced in No-
vember.

There were not too many Jewish 
Pioneers in the middle of 20th centu-
ry in Southwest Florida. Every one of 
them left an indelible mark on the re-
gion. Honoring and remembering their 
achievements is a way to thank them.

We recently lost Murray Hendel. 
Please join us when we replay Mur-
ray’s Mile and learn about what one 
man can do.

The story of Jules Freeman, Lee 
County Jewish Pioneer, is going onto 
our website’s Eyewitness Stories Page. 
Jules came to this area in 1953 and pur-
chased 240 acres of Fort Myers, Tami-
ami Trail frontage. Over the following 
decades, the Freeman family built San 
Carlos Park and Three Oaks, helped 
establish FGCU, donated church and 
synagogue parcels, and park and com-
munity facilities. Jules and Jack Free-
man’s legacy is continued by their de-
scendants still living in SWFL.

We encourage you to contrib-
ute your story, photos, videos, and of 
course, support our efforts by donating 
your time, making contributions and 
purchasing memberships online. Fam-
ily Membership $54, Individual Mem-
bership $36, Student Membership $18, 
Corporate Sponsor $300. Please join 
us online by entering the appropriate 
amount or mail your check to:
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/
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efit of all people everywhere. There 
are many ways you can donate to  
Hadassah.

I wish you and your families a 
wonderful New Year 5783! May you 
and your loved ones be inscribed for a 
year filled with health, joy and peace.

It is with great sad-
ness that we announce 
the passing of Patron 
Member Ed Drucker. Ed 
passed away on Septem-
ber 6, after some very se-

rious surgery. Ed was a great friend and 
a very enthusiastic participant in all 
Post 400 activi-
ties. He joined the 
Post to honor the 
memory of his fa-
ther, a WWII vet-
eran. Our sincere 
and deepest sym-
pathy to his wife 
Beverly. We will 
miss Ed greatly.

Recently, we have been very for-
tunate to add a number of new Veter-
an and Patron Members. As always in 
these articles, we ask that you consid-
er joining this amazing and dedicated 
group. Join us as we engage in bagels 
and cream cheese and great conversa-
tion. Our next meeting is scheduled for 
9:00 a.m. on Sunday, September 25 at 
the Federation office in Fort Myers.

To become a member or if you 
have questions, please contact Com-
mander Harvey Charter at hbcharter@
aol.com or 239.246.3151.

The Jewish War Veterans, founded 
in 1896, is the oldest continuing vet-
erans organization in America. We are 
challenged in the pursuit of new mem-
bers to keep our organization alive. 
With the loss of many of our WWII 
veterans, we are striving to have mem-
bers of our younger generation(s) join 
and show support to the JWV. We have 
a Patron membership for non-veterans. 
If your family members were veterans, 
think about honoring them by joining 
JWV Post 400. I joined in honoring 
the memory of my father, a Korean 
War veteran. It was the best decision 
I have ever made. This group has been 
a blessing in my life and some of the 
members have become like family 
to me. You would be a part of a very 
dedicated, committed and welcoming 
group of individuals. We hope to see 
you at our future meetings!

Ed Drucker
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TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

Join us as the holidays continue at Tem-
ple Judea. All High Holiday services 
will be conducted by Rabbi Marc Sack 
and Cantorial student Leo Dworsky. 

On Sunday, October 2, we will 
participate in the global Reverse Tash-
lich initiative to clean up a portion of 
Fort Myers Beach, meeting there at 
10:00 a.m. All are welcome. Bring wa-
ter, sunscreen, vinyl gloves and bags 
for litter. 

Kol Nidre service begins at 6:45 
p.m. on October 4 with a Congrega-
tional service and Children’s program-
ming. Services begin October 5 at 9:30 
a.m. for Congregational and Children’s 
services. October 5 at 4:30 p.m. is an 
afternoon program, followed at 5:30 
p.m. with Minchah and the reading of 
Jonah. N’ilah and Havdalah are at 6:45 
p.m. with Shofar blowing at 7:34 p.m. 

Sukkot services are Monday, Oc-
tober 10 at 9:30 a.m. Shemini Atzeret 
services, including Yizkor, are Mon-
day, October 17 at 9:30 a.m. 

October 14 is the Sukkot Dinner. 
The October 16 Simchat Torah pro-
gram (weather permitting) will be out-
doors with children’s activities, dinner, 
service and marshmallow roast. 

Tab Scribner, Director of Congre-
gational Learning, continues Temple 
Judea Religious School with Sunday 
classes and weekday Hebrew on Tues-
days and Wednesdays. 

Tot Shabbat service will return on 

Friday, November 11 at 
5:00 p.m. with an inter-
active program of music, 
stories and crafts. Con-
tact Tab at 239.433.0201 
for more information. 

Rabbi Sack contin-
ues his introduction to Judaism class 
on Mondays starting at 6:15 p.m. The 
class is a must for anyone interested in 
conversion to Judaism but is open to all 
who have an interest in learning. Our 
full adult education programing will 
return after the High Holidays. 

The next lunchtime Torah study, 
taught by Rabbi Sack, will be on 
Thursday, November 3. Classes are 
held at noon on Zoom. All levels of 
Jewish background are welcome. For 
login information, please call the office 
at 239.433.0201. 

Temple Judea looks forward to 
working with the Heights Center for its 
Thanksgiving pantry feeding over 600 
at-risk families in the Harlem Heights 
area. The one-day pantry ensures fam-
ilies have a turkey and all the fixings. 

Hazak will share a movie and veg-
gie pizza at the social hall on October 
23 at 4:00 p.m.: Broadway Musicals: A 
Jewish Legacy.

Chaverot, our women’s group, is 
meeting in the sukkah (weather per-
mitting) on October 13 at 6:00 p.m. 
for Book Club: Lessons in Chemistry 
by Bonnie Garmus. Bring a pareve or 
dairy dinner; Chaverot will provide 
drinks and dessert. 

This is the first of many events 
we are planning for the 2022-23 pro-
gram year. We welcome your ideas 
and support. Please call Lynn Talone at 
239.770.3013. 

Temple Judea continues to ac-
cept food donations for The Cadkin 
Foundation Food Pantry at the Feder-
ation, and feminine hygiene products 
for Cycle Forward, which distributes 
products to women in need. There is a 
barrel outside for food donations and a 
basket in the lobby for Cycle Forward. 
There are collection envelopes near the 
front door for contactless monetary or 
gift card contributions. Contributions 
may be mailed. Please call the office 
to ensure your contribution has been 
received. 

Temple Judea is conducting in per-
son services with an online Zoom op-

tion. Synagogue members can use the 
Zoom ID and password as published 
in our weekly Megillah. Non-local res-
idents may contact the synagogue for 
information. 
Regularly scheduled events: 
• Friday Shabbat services at 6:30 p.m. 
• Saturday Shabbat Services at 9:30 

a.m. Kiddush luncheons resume in 
mid-October. 

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m. in person and on Zoom. 

• Rabbi Sack’s lunchtime Torah 
study, the first Thursday of each 
month on Zoom.

Temple Beth Shalom had a busy Sep-
tember. We hosted a Meet and Greet 
for new and potential members of our 
congregation, a Family Pre-Slichot 
dinner, and a lecture on the lives and 
loves of three famous Jewish comedi-
ans ( Jerry Lewis, Jackie Mason, Jerry 
Seinfeld). 

The month of Elul, as we began 

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116
www.templeshalomfl.com

Fifty people gathered at Temple Sha-
lom on Sunday, September 4 in honor 
of Labor Day. All were treated to a de-
lightful chicken dinner with great sides 
and apple pie. Odette Port led the team 
of wonderful workers, and Judi Migdol 
led the decorating committee. A great 
time was had by all who attended. This 
was the first activity of the year. 

A beautiful sukkah was donated to 
the temple. On Sunday, October 9 at 
4:00 p.m., members are urged to come 
out and help decorate the sukkah with 
beautiful fruits and vegetables repre-
senting the fall season. Following the 
decorating, there will be a pizza din-
ner and a service. Kindly let the office 
know if you plan to attend so that there 
will be ample food. 

On Friday, October 14, follow-
ing a brief Shabbat service, Dr. David  

Bernstein, author of the 
new book, Woke Anti- 
Semitism: How a pro-
gressive ideology harms 
Jews (Natan Sharansky 
wrote the foreword), will 
present. The Robert and 

Carolyn Bader Memorial Fund is the 
sponsor of this program. 

The first Lunch and Learn will be 
held on Tuesday, October 25 at 12:30 
p.m. This program is funded by the 
Lesleigh and Sylvia Hershkowitz Me-
morial Fund. There is no charge to at-
tend, however, you must call the tem-
ple to reserve your place. There is a 
limit of 15 participants. 

The Klezmer Concert will be 
held on Wednesday, November 16 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in the temple 
sanctuary. This event is funded by the 
Lesleigh and Sylvia Hershkowitz Me-
morial Fund. 

There are many other events and 
programs planned. Information will 
appear in future issues of L’CHAYIM. 
For more information, call the temple 
office at 941.625.2116.

TEMPLE NEWS

Community Relations Council 
Lee & Charlotte  

CCRRCC  MMiissssiioonn  SSttaatteemmeenntt:  

The mission of the CRC of Lee & Charlotte is to    
proactively advocate for and ensure the rights,     
interests, and values of our Jewish community. 

WWee  AAddvvooccaattee..  EEdduuccaattee..  AAcctt..  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information or to join, contact 
Debbie Sanford at 239.481.4449 ext. 6  

 debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org  

The Jewish Federation Seeks 

Volunteers 
with Foreign Language Skills. 

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to  Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x-2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk  

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..  
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otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to  Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x-2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 
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The Jewish Federation Seeks 

Volunteers 
with Foreign Language Skills. 

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to  Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x-1 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk  

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..  
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COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

The Community Free Synagogue’s 
main Sabbath worship now starts at 
11:00 a.m. followed by a dairy and fish 
qiddush luncheon. Parve and milchig 
dishes from home are welcome. Sha-
haris will also be Zoomed. To request a 
downloadable version of the CFS Sab-
bath morning service, email synfree@
comcast.net.

Sabbath is welcomed with candles 
and qiddush via Zoom from the Dia-
mond home at 7:00 p.m. every Friday 
Evening.

Sabbath morning Torah Study 
in the synagogue with the Rabbi pre-
cedes worship from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. 
Now in its 25th year, Rabbi Diamond’s 
Sabbath morning Torah Study is the 

longest running Jewish 
Adult Education program 
in Southwest Florida and 
is joined online by stu-
dents from around the 
nation and overseas on 
Zoom.

The Community Free Synagogue’s 
Zoom room is easily accessed on www.
fortmyerssynagogue.com.

The Tuesday 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. 
Zoom Adult Education series that start-
ed at the onset of the pandemic in 2019 
continues uninterrupted every week. 
The range of subjects, often suggested 
by the students, is very broad, reaching 
back from antiquity to the present day. 
Advanced readings are sent as part of a 
CFS “blast” a day or two before class. 
To be added to the mailing list, email 
synfree@comcast.net.

The Rabbi will conduct a com-
munity memorial service at Fort My-
ers Memorial Gardens at 2:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, October 2 and will help all 

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

Temple Beth Shalom had a busy Sep-
tember. We hosted a Meet and Greet 
for new and potential members of our 
congregation, a Family Pre-Slichot 
dinner, and a lecture on the lives and 
loves of three famous Jewish comedi-
ans ( Jerry Lewis, Jackie Mason, Jerry 
Seinfeld). 

The month of Elul, as we began 

to prepare for the High 
Holidays, is a time for 
all Jews to reflect, re-
pent, examine and re-set. 
Temple Beth Shalom has 
done just that. Our new 
spiritual leader, Cantor 

Barry Butensky, has brought a new en-
ergy, youthfulness and determination 
for all to participate in our Jewishness, 
our community and our daily lives. 

October continues our re-set! We 
will have our Friday Shabbat service in 
our remodeled sanctuary and available 
to all on Zoom. Our Sisterhood/Broth-
erhood will prepare a member-spon-

sored weekly Oneg Shabbat to cele-
brate birthdays, anniversaries, holidays 
or in remembrance of a passed loved 
one. On October 14, TBS will celebrate 
Sukkot with a holiday dinner under the 
stars. On October 16, we will joyously 
celebrate Simchat Torah as Family Day 
at TBS.

The TBS Book Club will continue 
to meet monthly, exploring not only 
Jewish-themed books but also books 
exploring the world around us, history, 
culture, art and love. 

Our Photography Club is planning 
another adventure. Anyone with a cam-
era or interested in learning to use their 

phone’s camera to enjoy a zoo, an ar-
chitectural site or perhaps a stunning 
garden is welcome to join. Saturday 
night is Movie Night. Movies from the 
1940s to current films are available to 
all on Zoom. Wednesday nights are en-
richment movies followed by discus-
sions with other viewers on Zoom.

Visitors are always welcome to 
any of our events. Check out our web-
site, www.templebethshalomcc.org, or 
email us at templebethshalomcomm 
unications@gmail.com for more infor-
mation. Of course, you can also call us 
at 239.772.4555 and leave a message. 
We will get back to you ASAP.

visitors recite qaddish at the graves of 
their loved ones. Free yizkor candles 
for Yom Kippur will be available com-
pliments of CFS. This is an ancient and 
important tradition.

Kol Nidre is recited at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, October 4 followed by Yom 
Kippur Eve worship. The following 
morning, worship resumes at 10:00 
a.m. Yizkor will be recited at the tra-
ditional time after the haftarah reading 
on Yom Kippur morning. The Commu-
nity Free Synagogue Mahzor can be 
easily downloaded from the CFS web-
site for those worshipping from home.

Study with the Rabbi begins at 
3:30 p.m. with readings about Yom 
Kippur from the Babylonian Talmud 
Tractate Yoma (The Day). Worship re-
sumes at 5:00 p.m., continuing to the 
end of Yom Kippur at sunset. 

A complimentary catered break-
the-fast courtesy of Fort Myers Me-
morial Gardens follows for all in atten-
dance. Those planning to participate 

are urged to email synfree@comcast.
net or call 239.466.6661 to enable an 
accurate count for Cohen & Cohen Ca-
tering.

The Annual CFS Sukkah topping 
is at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 
9. Come participate in the mitzvah of 
erecting a sukkah and them welcome 
Sukkot with a lulav and etrog in your 
community sukkah. Refreshments will 
be served in the sukkah.

Worship and study are open to all 
with no charge, membership require-
ment or funds solicitations. They are 
all Zoomed with open and immediate 
access through the synagogue website.

Now in its 17th year and with the 
continued guidance of Rabbi Bruce 
Diamond, the Community Free Syna-
gogue meets at the S.W. Masonic Cen-
ter, 10868 Metro Parkway, Fort Myers. 
It remains a community “open syna-
gogue” without formal membership 
requirements whose activities are free 
and open to all.

Bernstein, author of the 
new book, Woke Anti- 
Semitism: How a pro-
gressive ideology harms 
Jews (Natan Sharansky 
wrote the foreword), will 
present. The Robert and 

Carolyn Bader Memorial Fund is the 
sponsor of this program. 

The first Lunch and Learn will be 
held on Tuesday, October 25 at 12:30 
p.m. This program is funded by the 
Lesleigh and Sylvia Hershkowitz Me-
morial Fund. There is no charge to at-
tend, however, you must call the tem-
ple to reserve your place. There is a 
limit of 15 participants. 

The Klezmer Concert will be 
held on Wednesday, November 16 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in the temple 
sanctuary. This event is funded by the 
Lesleigh and Sylvia Hershkowitz Me-
morial Fund. 

There are many other events and 
programs planned. Information will 
appear in future issues of L’CHAYIM. 
For more information, call the temple 
office at 941.625.2116.

TEMPLE NEWS

239.481.4449 x2

FriendlyVisitor@jfedlcc.org

BEREAVEMENT
GROUP

We Are Here For You

Get support,  learn coping
methods and hear from others

deal ing with grief,  examine how
loss impacts us, and gain

strength, hope, and resi l ience.

The meetings will be facilitated
by Rabbi Michael J. Schorin,
Community Chaplain and

Friendly Visitor Coordinator.

Open to everyone. Registration is required.
$36 for a 6 week session. Sessions will take place at the JFS office, Community Room.

1st session starts Friday, November 4, 10:30am - 12:00pm
11/4, 11/11, 11/18. 12/9, 12/16, 12/23
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TEMPLE NEWS

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

Our Temple Beth El community is in 
full swing with a packed schedule of 
High Holiday services. Learn more at 
templebethel.com or call the office at 
239.433.0018. We welcome all to our 
annual Memorial Service on Sunday, 
October 2 at 10:30 a.m. in our very 
own cemetery, Garden of Memories, 
located within the City of Fort Myers 
Cemetery at 3200 Michigan Avenue. 
(Learn more about the Cemetery Com-
mittee and the Garden of Memories at 
templebethel.com under Community, 
then under Small Groups.) 

Our Religious School will hold a 
“Learn in the Sukkah” lunchtime event 
on Monday, October 10. Our festive 
Simchat Torah dinner and upbeat, 
meaningful service will take place on 
Sunday, October 16 beginning at 5:30 
p.m. Sisterhood will present a fash-

ion show on Wednesday, 
October 19. This is an 
evening event so all our 
working members can at-
tend.

“Security & Safety” 
are the new buzz words 

in Lee County in the Jewish communi-
ty. Sheriff Carmine Marceno will speak 
about “Security in the Jewish Commu-
nity” at Temple Beth El on Thursday, 
October 27 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. This 
event is sponsored by the Jewish War 
Veterans – Post 400.

Save the Date for Mitzvah Day, a 
community-wide event, on January 29, 
2023. We come together as a commu-
nity on Mitzvah Day with activities for 
all ages. 
Recurring Temple Beth El 
programs include:

• Drive in/Drop Off: October 4 from 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the parking 
lot. Donate non-perishable food 
items and feminine hygiene sup-
plies, critical to those in need right 
here in our community. 

• Tot Shabbat: October 7. Kid-friend-

ly service at 6:00 p.m. Come for 
the fellowship, the pizza and the 
fun. RSVP at 239.433.0018 to be 
sure we have enough food.

• Book Club: Wednesday, Octo-
ber 12 at 2:45 p.m. on Zoom. The 
Magic Strings of Frankie Presto 
by Mitch Albom is the October 
selection. On November 2, The 
Jews Should Keep Quiet by Rafael 
Medoff will be discussed. 

• Jewish History & Heritage Series: 
October 18 from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
on Zoom. 

• Shabbat Services open to all: Fri-
days at 7:30 p.m. live in the sanc-
tuary and on Zoom and streaming 
on Facebook. 

• 12-Step Recovery Group: Every 
Saturday at 11:00 a.m. on Zoom. 
This meeting is for anyone seeking 
an understanding of the Twelve 
Steps from a Jewish perspective, 
regardless of religious background. 
It is open to all seeking a path to 
recovery through Judaic spiritual 
principles. We are a fellowship of 
people who, through shared ex-

perience, strength, and hope, are 
recovering from alcohol, drugs 
and other addictions such as food, 
gambling, sex, shopping, etc... Our 
primary purpose is to gain insight 
and strength from Jewish tradition 
using the Twelve Steps and to carry 
this message of recovery to those 
who still suffer. We are not affili-
ated with AA, OA, GA, Al-Anon 
or any other anonymous group. 
We abide by the Twelve Steps and 
Twelve Traditions of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. The book we use is 
Twelve Jewish Steps to Recovery 
by Rabbi Kerry Olitzky & Stuart 
Copans, MD (second edition). 
To learn more about Temple Beth 

El and our special events, Shabbat ser-
vices and programs, visit templebeth 
el.com. There’s always something hap-
pening here: Current Events, Coffee & 
Chat, Theology & Life, Francophone 
Group, Hispanophone Group and more. 
Follow us on Facebook @Temple 
BethElofFortMyers, and on Instagram 
@templebethelfortmyers. You can al-
ways call the office at 239.433.0018.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

It feels like our September issue was 
just a week or so ago, yet, here we are. 
We hope you and your loved ones en-
joyed a meaningful Rosh Hashanah 
and are looking forward to Yom Kip-
pur and the wonderful fall holidays 
that follow. As a reminder, here are the 
remaining services for our High Holi-
days. All services are held in Fellow-
ship Hall at the Sanibel United Church 
of Christ. Note: Our Break the Fast 
meal will be in Heron Hall.

Tuesday, October 4, Yom Kippur 
(Kol Nidre), 7:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, October 5, Morning 
service, 10:00 a.m.

Congregants’ Hour, noon
Afternoon discussion and Music, 

3:00 p.m.
Yizkor & Neilah, 4:30 p.m.
Break the Fast Meal, 6:00 p.m. 

(Heron Hall)
Congregants’ Hour
Since 2017, a venerable and much-ap-
preciated part of Bat Yam’s Yom Kip-
pur worship is our Congregants’ Hour 
during which three members offer 
personal reflections on their lives as 
Jews and what Yom Kippur means to 
them. Congregants’ Hour is a program 
that Rabbi Stephen Fuchs inaugurated 

in each of the congrega-
tions he served previous-
ly: Columbia, Maryland; 
Nashville, Tennessee; 
and West Hartford, Con-
necticut. The program 
continues to this day in 

each of those congregations as well 
as Bat Yam. This year, our speakers 
will be Michael Hochschild, Toby Si-
mon and Dr. Morton Tavel. Come to 
services on Yom Kippur day and you 
will hear what makes this program so 
popular.
Break the Fast with Bat Yam
Thank you to Judy Adler and Elissa 
Karasin Samet, who will supply all 
the basics (lox, bagels, whitefish sal-
ad, etc.). Everyone is invited to bring 
another dish to add to the table. Please 
contact Edina Lessack (edinalessak@
gmail.com) to reserve your place and 
let her know what you are bringing.

As we noted in last month’s arti-
cle, Cantor Murray Simon is retiring 
after High Holiday services. We plan to 
honor him and Toby during our Break 
the Fast meal. Please be sure to attend 
and share in the love that will sur-
round both the Simons and our congre- 
gation. 

The Break the Fast meal is com-
plimentary. However, reservations are 
necessary to ensure we have room and 
food for all who wish to attend.
Cantor search update
Stay tuned to learn who will be our 
next cantor. We look forward to intro-

ducing him/her in the next issue! Many 
thanks to Bat Yam’s Cantorial Search 
Committee for all their hard work. The 
Chair is Judy Adler and the members 
are Melissa Congress, Edina Lessack, 
Howard Lorsch, Allan Sacks, Sheila 
Sklar and Riv Swartz. 
Upcoming season
Our weekly in-person Shabbat services 
are scheduled to begin Friday, Septem-

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

Shalom Life Center is Southwest Flor-
ida’s warm and welcoming home for 
contemporary Jewish life with a pas-
sionate commitment to community and 
spiritual growth where everyone is al-
ways welcome to be a part of a spiritual 

community, a warm and 
welcoming Shalom Life 
Center family!

Shabbat evening ser-
vices are held every Fri-
day at 7:30 p.m. both in 
person and on livestream. 

SLC welcomes everyone to experi-
ence joyful, meaningful and inspiring 
services, special events, activities and 
clubs, dinners, concerts and more all 
year long. 

Every Saturday morning at 10:00 

a.m. SLC offers an interactive and par-
ticipatory Torah study led by Rabbi 
Lawrence Dermer with a focus on the 
relevance of our timeless traditions and 
bringing the ancient wisdom of Torah 
into our daily lives. 

SLC offers individualized Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah preparation, weekly Torah 
study, Café Kabbalah, The Neshama 
Mamas Women’s Wisdom and Well-
ness Group, Book Club, The Shalom 
Shmoozers Social Club, special events, 
concerts, dinners and so much more. If 

you’d like to learn more, please send us 
an email or give us a call.

SLC also offers many other oppor-
tunities to enhance your Jewish life and 
learning, and further your involvement 
in community service while making 
friends in a welcoming community.

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where community is fami-
ly and prayer is always inspirational, 
meaningful and musical. For more in-
formation, visit www.shalomlifecenter.
org.

ber 23 at 7:00 p.m. Zoom links will 
be provided for those unable to attend 
in person. Torah Study sessions are 
scheduled to begin on Shabbat morn-
ing, November 5 at 10:00 a.m.

We welcome guests and visitors to 
join us for all services and events. 

For more information, please email 
batyamsanibel@gmail.com.

Please join us in celebrating Yom Kip-
pur and Sukkot.

Tuesday, October 4: Kol Nidre/
Yom Kippur services at 6:45 p.m. Chil-
dren’s Program from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 5: Regular 
services at 9:00 a.m. Yizkor at 10:45 
a.m. Children’s Program from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Concluding Yom 
Kippur services at 5:30 p.m. Break-
the-fast meal at 7:44 p.m.

Sunday, October 9: Sukkot ser-
vices at 6:30 p.m.

Monday, October 10: Sukkot Day 
1 Kabbalah 9:00 a.m. Services at 10:00 
a.m. Children’s Program from 10:00 
a.m. to noon and evening service at 
6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, October 11: Sukkot Day 

2 Kabbalah 9:00 a.m. 
Services at 10:00 a.m. 
Children’s Program from 
10:00 a.m. to noon and 
evening service at 6:30 
p.m. Havdalah at 7:38 
p.m.

Sunday, October 16: Shmini 
Atzeret services at 6:30 p.m. Rabbi’s 
Birthday Party

Monday, October 17: Sukkot / 
Shmini Atzeret Kabbalah 9:00 a.m. 
Services at 10:00 a.m. (Yizkor at 11:00 
a.m.) Children’s Program from 10:00 
a.m. to noon and services at 6:30 p.m. 
Followed by a Grand Simchat Torah 
Party

Tuesday, October 18: Sukkot / 
Simchat Torah Kabbalah 9:00 a.m. Ser-
vices at 10:00 a.m. Children’s Program 
from 10:00 a.m. to noon and services at 
6:30 p.m. Havdalah at 7:31 p.m.

Shana Tova! May you all be writ-
ten in the book of life and a year in-
fused with all blessings for prosperity, 
health and all that your heart’s desires.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH
Fort Myers

(239) 433-7708
www.chabadswf.org
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY

SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL  

10868 Metro Parkway  
(The S.W. Florida Masonic Center)             
Fort Myers, FL  33908 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Weekly Torah Study, Sabbath worship and  
Adult Education visit 
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com for the  
schedule of events and Zoom logon  
Information. 
All events are free and open to all 
 
 
 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 773-251-8862 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W. 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study:  
Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School:  
Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00 -7:00 p.m. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

19691 Cypress View Drive  
Fort Myers, FL 339067         
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail:  info@templebethel.com  
Learning Tree Preschool Director:  
Amy Amon  
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com                        
President: Reina Schlager                                    
Email: reinaschlager@aol.com                                 
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235               
Web site: www.templebethel.com                          
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;  
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai 
Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &  
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday   
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Suki Kelly  
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Enrichment night every Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom 
 

Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.JewishFederationLCC.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

P.O. Box 722, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Cheryl Fulmer, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
Speakers series - 11:00 a.m. Thursday 

ber 23 at 7:00 p.m. Zoom links will 
be provided for those unable to attend 
in person. Torah Study sessions are 
scheduled to begin on Shabbat morn-
ing, November 5 at 10:00 a.m.

We welcome guests and visitors to 
join us for all services and events. 

For more information, please email 
batyamsanibel@gmail.com.

2 Kabbalah 9:00 a.m. 
Services at 10:00 a.m. 
Children’s Program from 
10:00 a.m. to noon and 
evening service at 6:30 
p.m. Havdalah at 7:38 
p.m.

Sunday, October 16: Shmini 
Atzeret services at 6:30 p.m. Rabbi’s 
Birthday Party

Monday, October 17: Sukkot / 
Shmini Atzeret Kabbalah 9:00 a.m. 
Services at 10:00 a.m. (Yizkor at 11:00 
a.m.) Children’s Program from 10:00 
a.m. to noon and services at 6:30 p.m. 
Followed by a Grand Simchat Torah 
Party

Tuesday, October 18: Sukkot / 
Simchat Torah Kabbalah 9:00 a.m. Ser-
vices at 10:00 a.m. Children’s Program 
from 10:00 a.m. to noon and services at 
6:30 p.m. Havdalah at 7:31 p.m.

Shana Tova! May you all be writ-
ten in the book of life and a year in-
fused with all blessings for prosperity, 
health and all that your heart’s desires.
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Women'sDay

SIMONE KNEGO

D E C E M B E R
T U E S D A Y N O O N

S T .  C H A R L E S  H A R B O U R  Y A C H T  C L U B
1 5 9 0 0  S A I N T  C H A R L E S  H A R B O U R  B L V D

F O R T  M Y E R S ,  F L  3 3 9 0 8
 

T I C K E T S :  
L U N C H  &  A U T O G R A P H E D  B O O K ,  $ 5 0

 O R  B E  A  S P O N S O R :
V I P  M I M O S A  R E C E P T I O N ,  L U N C H  &  A U T O G R A P H E D  B O O K ,  $ 1 0 0

*Requires a $180 minimum gift to the Annual Campaign.
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author of the best-selling book, The Extraordinary Unordinary You, is a keynote speaker, wife, and
mother to six multi-cultural children. Simone was the 2018-2019 Co-Chair for the Jewish
Federations of North America’s National Young Leadership Cabinet and has participated in many
philanthropic missions around the world.  Her greatest desire is to help others recognize that
what they do matters—and it’s the little everyday things that can have the largest impact on the
world around us.

invitation to follow...

Recognizing & celebrating Women's Philanthropy in Lee & Charlotte Counties

 
Register: jewishfederationlcc.org/calendar

Limited Space

Reg is te r :  JewishFedera t i onLCC .o rg /ca lenda r

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

ELEANOR REISSA

Sunday, Dec. 4th (10am – 12pm)
 

Crowne Plaza Fort Myers at Bell  Tower Shops
 

$36/person

 

cordially invites you to attend our

is a storyteller: a Tony nominated director, a Broadway and television actress, a prize-
winning playwright and internationally renowned Yiddish singer. She was stunned to
discover a stash of 56 letters written in German, hidden inside an old leather purse 
she never saw before. 30 years later she finally had them translated.
 
Join us for an unforgettable look at the intimate and engaging 
The Letters Project, A Daughter's Journey.


