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ANTIQUE FURNITURE • TAPESTRIES • MOSAICS
ANTIQUE CLOCKS • ART GLASS

ALL MODERN & ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS
AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY • PIANOS
RUSSIAN ENAMEL • OIL PAINTINGS • OBJECTS D’ART

COPENHAGEN • HUMMELS

ORIENTAL RUGS • CHANDELIERS
ORIENTAL FURNITURE
ORIENTAL HARDSTONES
OBJECTS D’ART • PIANOS

ERTE BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS
CHINESE FURNITURE • PORCELAIN • HARD STONE

BIRD & MUSIC BOXES • ORIENTAL RUGS

BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES

Diamonds Gold CoinsROLEX Oil PaintingsEstate Jewelry Sterling Silver

Rolex • Cartier • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari & all Wrist and Pocket Watches
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard

Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol • Calder • Miro • George Nelson • Lepho • Paul Evans
• Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

DIAMONDS • SAPPHIRES
RUBYS • EMERALDS

ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY • WATCHES
ANTIQUES • ART OBJECTS • OIL PAINTINGS

GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE
OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

GOLD & SILVER COINS PAPER CURRENCY 14kt • 18kt • 22kt GOLD
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT 3rd Generation Expertise • Call Today

Chihuly Glass Russian Enamel Peter MaxJade Statues Picasso PotteryPatek Philippe
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BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS: BEANIE
BACKUS • HAROLD NEWTON • ALFRED HAIR • ETC

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637
24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067
Call Mr. Kodner: 1-561-822-7043
Email Us: Info@BruceKodner.com
Visit us: www.BruceKodner.com

Serving
Indian River,
St Lucie,

Martin, and
Palm Beach
Counties

3rd Generation
Expertise

INSTANT PAYMENT
CALL TODAY

BUYING: INSTANT CASH
HIGHEST PRICES PAID!

ROOKWOOD • B&G
WELLER • DODIE THAYER

MID CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
KPM • SEVRES • MEISSEN ROYAL VIENNA

JUDAICA • SWAROVSKI • HERREND
TIFFANY • DAUM • GALLE • ARTGLASS

BOHEM • ROYAL DOULTON

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE, & TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE • GEORG JENSEN • CARTIER
LALIQUE, WATERFORD, BACCARAT, DAUM, STEUBEN

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL
LIEBER • BIRKIN

$ $
$ $
$ $

See the ad on page 3 for all the details!See the ad on page 3 for all the details!
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Temple Beth El  
gets a makeover

Couscous Harvest Meal 
– recipe by Chef Dalia

Chabad at FGCU’s incredible 
holiday season

Have an item you’d like  
to share? Need to reach 
the editor of L’CHAYIM?  

Send an email to  
LChayim36@gmail.com.

  CCoommmmuunniittyy  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  
DDaattee   Sunday, January 9, 2022 

TTiimmee                 10:00 A.M. 

LLooccaattiioonn                              Heritage Palms  
                     Golf & Country Club                                         
 

CCoouuvveerrtt                                      $25/person 
 

Guest Speaker:   MMaarrcciiaa  JJoo  ZZeerriivviittzz 

  
  

cordially invites you to attend our 

For more information & registration, visit  
JewishFederationlcc.org/community-breakfast 

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

n Jodi Cohen

In my improvisation training we 
were always encouraged to do 
physical tasks in our scene work so 

we wouldn’t just stand around, trying 
to be clever. I can-
not comprehend 
how many (imag-
inary) towels I’ve 
folded, how much 
produce I have 
stacked and how 
many couches I 
have moved over 
the years. Man-

aging the Cadkin Foundation Food 
Pantry involves keeping daily track of 
our inventory, ordering, buying and 
unloading boxes of food, packing bags 
of groceries, packing bags of toiletries, 
moving the bags from the back to the 
front room, tracking the clients who 
visit the pantry and scheduling the vol-
unteers.

Ah, the volunteers. The people 
who show up to unload, sort, organize, 
lift, shlep, bend and pack food on a 

weekly, monthly or intermittent basis 
are the people who bring life to these 
‘mortal chores’ in service of Jewish 
Family Services food pantry clients. I 
could not do all that is required to run 
the pantry by myself, and thankfully I 
don’t have to. The spirit of 
the volunteers is one of gen-
erosity. Each person walks 
in with his or her own bright 
neshama, light. The work 
is physical and shvitzing is 
involved. While working 
together, people talk about 
what they’re binge-watch-
ing, travel, family, ailments 
and food. The kindness of the 
volunteers is also packed into 
each bag. My gratitude for the people 
who volunteer is boundless.

Gratitude is the theme this month, 
and why not? I was ending a call with a 
client whom I’ve become close to and 
she said, “I love you,” and then giggled 
out of embarrassment. It was a small 
moment, but a powerful one. Despite 

our roles or status, my connection with 
her is front and center. In September, 
JFS helped clients with light bills, wa-
ter bills, rent and gas money. I told one 
family that if they could make it to the 
pantry, I would give them a gas card. 

For some people it is that precarious. 
This is why everything that you do 

to support the Federation matters. One 
of my responsibilities is to relay how 
your generosity and thoughtfulness af-
fect the people whom the Federation 
serves. A previous client we helped  

continued on page 5
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L’CHAYIM invites correspondence on subjects of interest to 
Jewish people. Partisan political opinions will not be published, 
but opinions on subjects affecting the Jewish community are 
welcome. All inquiries regarding copy for L’CHAYIM should be 
directed to the editor. All news material must be very clearly 
printed or typed (not in all-capital letters) and double-spaced. 
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right to edit for space and content. 

Photographs should be clear, black-and-white or color 
prints. If you wish a photograph returned, include a stamped, 
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OUR FEDERATIONOUR FEDERATION

n Debbie 
    Sanford

OOUURR  MMIISSSSIIOONN  

To strengthen and enrich the Jewish  
Community by providing and supporting 
philanthropic, educational and social   
service programs locally, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 
 

OOUURR  VVIISSIIOONN  

A Jewish Community that is based on 
Jewish values such as Tzedakah 
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking     
responsibility for one another). 

Grow your business 
with L’CHAYIM.

Reach 4,000 local 
Jewish residents 

through this paper.
For more information  

or to place an ad, contact 
Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

To donate to the Federation’s 
Annual Campaign,  
call 239.481.4449  

or visit  
JewishFederationLCC.org

Program notes
By Debbie Sanford, Program Director

Make sure you save the date of Sunday, Jan-
uary 9 for our Community Breakfast. It 
will be held at the Heritage Palms Golf & 

Country Club in Fort Myers once again. It’s a beau-
tiful facility with delicious food. January is Florida’s 

Jewish Heritage Month, so we 
have the perfect speaker lined 
up for you.

It looks like I finally get to 
talk about the Jewish Film Fes-
tival of Southwest Florida. It’s 
happening and I’m so excit-
ed! Our screening committee 
screened films all summer and 
up until just a few weeks ago. 
As of right now, it will be in 

person with a virtual option. If anything worsens as 
far as the number of Covid cases increasing and the 
rate of vaccinations and booster shots in Lee County 
over the next couple of months, this could turn into 
an all-virtual festival. If this was to happen, the cost 
of your theater ticket will cover the virtual ticket. So, 
no worries, the show will go on! I know it is much 
more fun to meet at the theater and finally get to see 
everyone again, but safety comes first.

This is the festival’s 26th year. I think it gets better 
each year, and this time around will surely not disap-
point. We have an amazing lineup of films on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings again, as well as a few mat-
inees spread out throughout the schedule. There are 
some really special films that will make you smile on 

the opening and closing days. ALL the films are worth 
seeing, so if you can…attend! You can purchase your 
festival passes online starting Monday, November 1. 
Individual tickets will go on sale Wednesday, Decem-
ber 1. For tickets and more information, please visit 
www.JewishFederationLCC.org/JFF2022.

Sponsorships are a very important part of our 
film festival. It allows us to rent the Regal Theater 
and purchase the rights to these amazing films. It also 
allows us to offer quality programming throughout 
the year and social services to our community. Please 
consider becoming a sponsor. There are great perks 
for individuals and businesses. If you would like to 
learn more, please visit our website or contact me at 
239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.

The Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida 
takes place from Sunday, February 6 through Sunday, 
February 27
Other important dates to add to your calendar:

 ¡ Monday, December 6 – Lights and Laughter 
with Sharon Geller (Virtual)

 ¡ Sunday, January 9 – Community Breakfast at 
Heritage Palms Golf & Country Club

 ¡ Thursday, March 24 – Author Event at Lakes 
Regional Library (it’s about Mahjong)

 ¡ Sunday, April 24 – Holocaust Remembrance 
Program

 ¡ Sunday, May 1 – ISRAELFEST 2022
For more information or to register for any event, 

visit www.jewishfederationlcc.org.
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the opening and closing days. ALL the films are worth 
seeing, so if you can…attend! You can purchase your 
festival passes online starting Monday, November 1. 
Individual tickets will go on sale Wednesday, Decem-
ber 1. For tickets and more information, please visit 
www.JewishFederationLCC.org/JFF2022.

Sponsorships are a very important part of our 
film festival. It allows us to rent the Regal Theater 
and purchase the rights to these amazing films. It also 
allows us to offer quality programming throughout 
the year and social services to our community. Please 
consider becoming a sponsor. There are great perks 
for individuals and businesses. If you would like to 
learn more, please visit our website or contact me at 
239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.

The Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida 
takes place from Sunday, February 6 through Sunday, 
February 27
Other important dates to add to your calendar:

 ¡ Monday, December 6 – Lights and Laughter 
with Sharon Geller (Virtual)

 ¡ Sunday, January 9 – Community Breakfast at 
Heritage Palms Golf & Country Club

 ¡ Thursday, March 24 – Author Event at Lakes 
Regional Library (it’s about Mahjong)

 ¡ Sunday, April 24 – Holocaust Remembrance 
Program

 ¡ Sunday, May 1 – ISRAELFEST 2022
For more information or to register for any event, 

visit www.jewishfederationlcc.org.

BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS:
BEANIE BACKUS 

HAROLD NEWTON  •  ALFRED HAIR

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE  &  TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE  •  GEORG JENSEN  •  CARTIER  •  REED & BARTON  
WALLACE  •  BUCCELLATI  •  KIRK  •  STEIFF  •   INTERNATIONAL 
  LALIQUE  •  WATERFORD  •  BACCARATI  •  DAUM   •   STEUBEN

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  •  TAPESTRIES  •  MOSAICS 
CLOCKS  •  TIFFANY  •  STEUBEN  •  ART GLASS 

ALL MODERN & ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 
AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY  •  PIANOS  •  BIRD BOXES 
RUSSIAN ENAMEL  •  OIL PAINTINGS  •  OBJECTS D’ART 

COPENHAGEN  •  HUMMELS  •  ROYAL DOULTON  •  ROOKWOOD

ORIENTAL RUGS  •  CHANDELIERS  •  SCONCES 
ORIENTAL FURNITURE  •  JADE  •  CORAL  •  SILVER  •  PAINTINGS 

KPM  •  MEISSEN  •  SEVRES • ROYAL VIENNA  •  TEPLITZ 
ERTE  •  BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS  •  FREDERICK HART

3rd Generation Expertise Worldwide 
International Exposure 

INSTANT PAYMENT 
CALL TODAY

   Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637 
     24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067

Visit Us:  www.BruceKodner.com
Email Us:  Info@BruceKodner.com

Serving  
Sarasota, Manatee,  

Lee and Charlotte Counties
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BUYING! HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY  •  WATCHES  •  ANTIQUES  •  ART OBJECTS  •  OIL PAINTINGS

GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

GOLD & SILVER COINS PAPER CURRENCY
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT — HIGHEST PRICES PAID

      14kt • 18kt •  22kt GOLD
  3rd Generation Expertise  •  Call Today

DIAMONDS  •  SAPPHIRES  •  RUBIES  •  EMERALDS

Rolex • Cartier  • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari  &  all  Wrist and Pocket Watches 
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard 

Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol • Calder  • Miró • George Nelson • Le Pho • Peter Max 
Paul Evans • Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

Diamonds ROLEX Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver Patek Philippe Chihuly Glass Jade Statues Picasso Pottery Russian Enamel Handbags

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL 
LIEBER • BIRKIN • GUCCI

SAME DAY SERVICE. CALL TODAY!
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

AS SEEN 
ON TV

Real Estate & Trust Law
Don’t make a move without 

Antiques, Diamonds & Estate Jewelry, Live and Internet Auction this 
Sunday, August 30th 1:00 pm - Doors Open 11:00 am 

Join us for a great catered auction...Call (954) 922-2120 for d etails.

To preview auction now visit www. BruceKodner.com AU200
 AB181

BUYING RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE • AUTOMOBILES

PREMIUM PRICES FOR 
STERLING SILVER

FLATWARE & TEA SETS
GORHAM MARTELLE

GEORG JENSEN • CARTIER
WATERFORD • FINE CHINA DISHES

 LALIQUE • STEUBEN • LIBBEY 
HAWKES • METTLACH, DESIGNER 

HANDBAGS • BIRD & MUSIC BOXES

KPM • SEVRES • MEISSEN
ROYAL VIENNA • ANTIQUE IVORY

JUDAICA • SWARVOSKI
TIFFANY • DAUM • GALLE 

ROYAL DOULTON • ROOKWOOD 
 B & G • WELLER • LLADRO 
COPENHAGEN • HUMMELS

ANTIQUE FURNITURE • TAPESTRIES 
ANTIQUE CLOCKS • ART GLASS 

ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS

AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS 
MICRO MOSAICS

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY 
RUSSIAN ENAMEL

ORIENTAL RUGS • CHANDELIERS 
ORIENTAL FURNITURE

ORIENTAL HARDSTONES 
OBJECTS D’ART • PIANOS 

ERTE BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS

BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES
24 SOUTH DIXIE HIGHWAY, LAKE WORTH, FL 33460

Dade (305) 949-4545
Broward (954) 922-2120

Toll Free 1 (800) 356-3637
24 Hours On Call 1 (800) 920-0067

3rd Generation 
Expertise

Gemologist 
On Premises

Appraisals 
Upon Request

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

CALL TODAY!

HIGHEST PRICES PAID

Diamonds Watches Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver

AS SEEN 

ON TV

Diamonds Watches Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver

3rd Generation
Expertise

Gemologist
On Premises

BKG Antique Mall
Over 100 Dealers

Next Door to Gallery
561-533-7707

Toll Free (800) 356-3637

24 Hours On Call (800) 920-0067

Whether you are buying or selling property in Country Club Communities,
in today’s market it takes someone with knowledge of the communities, real estate law 

-

Broker-Associate, Attorney, Auctioneer

Boca Raton (561) 998-9999

new text

HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
DIAMOND & ESTATE JEWELRY . WATCHES . ANTIQUES . ART OBJECTS . OIL PAINTINGS
GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!
GOLD & SILVER COINS . PAPER CURRENCY 14kt . 18kt . 22kt GOLD

DIAMONDS .SAPPHIRES .RUBIES .EMERALDS
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT - HIGHEST PRICES PAID 3rd Generation Expertise . Call Today

 

DIAMONDS            ROLEX WATCHES DIAMOND JEWELRY GOLD COINS                OIL PAINTINGS   STERLING SILVER

and the ability to close the deal...that person is Dana F. Charles.

It’s Time to Call Dana F. Charles For all Your Real Estate Needs

Dana F. Charles I  561-350-8368 I DFCPALAW@AOL.COM

Picasso Works of Art & Ceramics 
Calder . Miro .  LePho . Beanie Backus & All Highwayman Paintings

 Rolex • Cartier • Patek Phillippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari Wrist Watches & Pocket Watches
       

Mid-Century 1950’s - 1980’s Furniture • Paul Evans • Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar
Harry Winston • David Yurman • Chimento • Buccellati • David Webb • Van Cleef & Arpels

 

STERLING SILVER
FLATWARE & TEA SETS

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  .TAPESTRIES  . MOSAICS  . CLOCKS
TIFFANY . GALLE . DAUM NANCY LAMPS &  AR T GLASS

AMERICAN . EUROPEAN & MODERN OIL PAINTINGS 
BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY  . PIANOS  . BIRD BOXES

RUSSIAN ENAMEL  . OIL PAINTINGS  AND OBJECTS D’ART
AMERICAN POTTERY . GEORGE ORR . ROOKWOOD . ROSEVILLE

ERTE BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS . FREDERICK HART
LLADRO . COPENHAGEN . ROYAL DOULTON . HUMMELS

ORIENTAL RUGS . CHANDELIERS . SCONCES
ORIENTAL FURNITURE . JADE . CORAL . SILVER & PAINTINGS

KPM . MEISSEN . SÈVRES . ROYAL VIENNA . TEPLITZ

SAME DAY SERVICE CALL TODAY!
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

GORHAM MARTELLÈ . GEORGE JENSEN . TIFFANY . CARTIER
BUCCELLATI . CHRISTOFLE . KIRK . STEIFF . WALLACE .REED & BARTON  

INTERNATIONAL &  ALL EUROPEAN  AND SOUTH AMERICAN STERLING SILVER
LALIQUE. BACCARAT. DAUM . STEUBEN . WATERFORD

    
HANDBAGS . CLOTHING . JEWELRY & SHOES

MID-CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
 ARE AT ALL TIME RECORD HIGHS!

LOUIS VUITTON . BIRKEN . CHANEL . HERMES . LIEBER . GUCCI

MID-CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
ARE AT ALL TIME RECORD HIGHS!

MID-CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
ARE AT ALL TIME RECORD HIGHS!

BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS:
BEANIE BACKUS 

HAROLD NEWTON  •  ALFRED HAIR

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE  &  TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE  •  GEORG JENSEN  •  CARTIER  •  REED & BARTON  
WALLACE  •  BUCCELLATI  •  KIRK  •  STEIFF  •   INTERNATIONAL 
  LALIQUE  •  WATERFORD  •  BACCARATI  •  DAUM   •   STEUBEN

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  •  TAPESTRIES  •  MOSAICS 
CLOCKS  •  TIFFANY  •  STEUBEN  •  ART GLASS 

ALL MODERN & ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 
AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY  •  PIANOS  •  BIRD BOXES 
RUSSIAN ENAMEL  •  OIL PAINTINGS  •  OBJECTS D’ART 

COPENHAGEN  •  HUMMELS  •  ROYAL DOULTON  •  ROOKWOOD

ORIENTAL RUGS  •  CHANDELIERS  •  SCONCES 
ORIENTAL FURNITURE  •  JADE  •  CORAL  •  SILVER  •  PAINTINGS 

KPM  •  MEISSEN  •  SEVRES • ROYAL VIENNA  •  TEPLITZ 
ERTE  •  BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS  •  FREDERICK HART

3rd Generation Expertise Worldwide 
International Exposure 

INSTANT PAYMENT 
CALL TODAY

   Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637 
     24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067

Visit Us:  www.BruceKodner.com
Email Us:  Info@BruceKodner.com

Serving  
Sarasota, Manatee,  

Lee and Charlotte Counties
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BUYING! HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY  •  WATCHES  •  ANTIQUES  •  ART OBJECTS  •  OIL PAINTINGS

GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

GOLD & SILVER COINS PAPER CURRENCY
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT — HIGHEST PRICES PAID

      14kt • 18kt •  22kt GOLD
  3rd Generation Expertise  •  Call Today

DIAMONDS  •  SAPPHIRES  •  RUBIES  •  EMERALDS

Rolex • Cartier  • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari  &  all  Wrist and Pocket Watches 
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard 

Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol • Calder  • Miró • George Nelson • Le Pho • Peter Max 
Paul Evans • Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

Diamonds ROLEX Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver Patek Philippe Chihuly Glass Jade Statues Picasso Pottery Russian Enamel Handbags

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL 
LIEBER • BIRKIN • GUCCI

SAME DAY SERVICE. CALL TODAY!
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 

OUR FEDERATIONOUR FEDERATION

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

MMAAKKEE  AA  TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTT  
 
 

Honoring a special person through a  
tribute gift to the Jewish Family Services  
of Lee & Charlotte Counties is a wonderful  
way to recognize a simcha or remember  
a loved one. Not only does your gift  
show your family and friends that  
you care, it goes to work helping Jews  
in need and building vibrant communities  
locally, in Israel and around the world. 

 
VViissiitt  oouurr  wweebbssiittee  &&  MMaakkee  aa  GGiifftt  
jjeewwiisshhffeeddeerraattiioonnllcccc..oorrgg//ttrriibbuuttee--mmeemmoorriiaallss  

 
A personal Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte 
Counties tribute card will be sent to the honoree  
or bereaved on your behalf, reflecting a personal 
message if you wish. 

TRIBUTES
In loving memory of Linda Idelson on her yahrzeit

from Jim & Betty Rubenstein

Sign up for the Federation’s 
weekly e-blasts. Send an email 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

Like us on Facebook!

Local Jewish Educa on and Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�ons, PJ Library,  Israeli folk dancing,    
social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly and weekly newsle�er to keep  
the Jewish community informed about local, na�onal and     
interna�onal Jewish issues and events.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint Distribu�on Commi�ee (JDC) for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in 60+         
countries around the world. 

Partnership 2Gether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and socializa�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency nancial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Engagement 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal collabora�ons and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

Jewish Community Founda on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term nancial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

H   J  F   L   C  C  S  
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Jewish Family Services update...continued from page 1

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

Changing your address? Keep 
L’CHAYIM coming to your home. 

Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

after a traumatic series of events came 
to get food recently and became emo-
tional as she told me about how much 
our support meant to her. The Federa-
tion doesn’t only provide financial re-
lief. We provide emotional and mental 
relief that comes from knowing there 
will be food on the table, hot water 
coming out of the tap and a working 
refrigerator. When you give to the Fed-
eration you may think you are merely 
writing a check, dropping off a case of 
beans or mailing in gift cards. What’s 
true is that you are providing a lifeline 
for people who come to JFS in crisis, 
who are scared and need help. Anytime 

the Federation is able to help someone, 
it is because of you. Thank you.

A big shout-out to congregations 
Temple Judea and Temple Beth El for 
the enormous amounts of food donated 
from their High Holiday food drives. 
Wowza! A big thank you as well to the 
Jewish Family Services volunteers who 
call our seniors and help run our food 
pantry: Arnie Obstein, Barbara Gribin, 
Carolyn Gora, Debbie, Doreen Kostel, 
Elise Sewall, Harriet Lipschutz, JoAnn 
Lewin, Jodi Engelman, Linda Silver, 
Ruth Lefberg, Samantha Guterman, 
Suzanne Orkin, Tracey Seigel, Valerie 
Franklin.

Staying present
By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President

n Brian 
    Simon

A journey of a thousand miles 
starts with a single step.  
– Lao Tzu

Living in the moment is a gift. 
That’s why they call it the present, 
y’all. – Ted Lasso

You know 
how you hear 
an idea, and for 
whatever reason, 
it seems to keep 
coming up in dif-
ferent ways from 
different places? 
I’ve been having 
that recently. 

I was reading 
the biography Boyd by Robert Coram. 
There’s a young fighter pilot who gets 
busted for DWI soon after arriving at 
Fighter Weapons School in the late 
1950s. The pilot was nearly court-mar-
tialed and figured the only way to sal-
vage his career was to become the first 
man ever to have a perfect academic 
record at the school – not just straight 
As, but score a 100 in every class in the 
curriculum. It was an overwhelming 
endeavor, so he couldn’t think about 
making 100 in every class. He had to 
focus on making 100 only in the class 
he was currently taking. Then, he fo-
cused on the next class. 

It reminded me of a story I just 
read about the Detroit Lions’ new 
coach, Dan Campbell, on theringer.
com. Campbell grew up on a cattle 
ranch in Texas. “When you realize the 
sun’s coming up, and you’re about to 
put in work until the sun goes down, 
you learn how to just dig in and go to 
work and grind.” Campbell said, “You 
get comfortable with being uncomfort-
able and it becomes second nature.”

And that reminded me of a story 
a friend told me about when he was 
a rising junior tennis star in his teens. 
He said he got a lot better when he 
unlocked the mental part of the game. 
“What was that?” I asked him. He said 
he learned the attitude, “We’re gonna 
be out here all day hitting the ball back 

and forth, and however long it takes, 
I’m going to be right here.”

I talked to Rabbi Marc Sack to see 
if there was a Jewish version of this 
concept. He thought of an interpreta-
tion of Exodus 12:24 from the Kotzk 
Rebbe. “And the Lord said to Moses, 
‘Come up to me to the mount and be 
there…’” “This seems redundant,” 
wrote the Kotzk Rebbe. “If Moses 
went up the mountain, of course he 
would be there. However, this is proof 
that a person can exert tremendous ef-
fort to reach the top of a mountain, yet 
without being there. He may be stand-
ing on the mountain, but his head may 
be elsewhere. The main thing is not the 
ascent, but being there, and only there, 
and not being below at the same time.” 

Stay present, understand that the 
journey is part of the destination and 
that you may not enjoy the journey.

This is from Morgan Housel’s 
economics blog: “Most things worth 
pursuing charge their fee in the form 
of stress, doubt, uncertainty, dealing 
with quirky people, bureaucracy, other 
peoples’ conflicting incentives, hassle, 
nonsense and general bull----. That’s 
the overhead cost of getting ahead.”

These are challenging times. 
There’s a lot of uncertainty, nonsense 
and general bull----. Sometimes, it 
gives me solace to know that people 
before me have gone through worse.

I’ll close with one last story. This 
came from Naomi Bloom of Fort My-
ers. She remembers asking her Bubbe 
Bloom how she walked from a shtetl 
near Vilnius to France where the Jew-
ish Agency was providing help to refu-
gees from the Czar’s pogroms.

Naomi said, “She gave me one of 
life’s great truths: you put your left 
foot in front of your right foot, your 
right foot in front of your left foot, and 
repeat that until you reach your goal, 
resting and praying along the way.”
Brian Simon is former president of the 
Federation. His views are not neces-
sarily those of the Federation or its 
board.
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It’s a tradition
By Keith Grossman

n Keith 
    Grossman

I recently saw an online media outlet 
proclaim that playing Tom Petty’s 
song “I Won’t Back Down” at Uni-

versity of Florida’s home games is one 
of college foot-
ball’s best tradi-
tions. It seems lu-
dicrous to call this 
a tradition. They 
have only been 
doing this for four 
years – since Tom 
Petty’s death.

My friends and 
I began debating 

whether this could possibly be consid-
ered a tradition. One friend said, “Four 

or five years isn’t the definition of a tra-
dition. It needs to be 10 years.”

Tradition is generally considered 
to be a custom originated in the past 
and being taught by one generation 
to the next to continue performing the 
custom.

In 1981, Edward Shils, in his book 
Tradition, put forward a definition of 
tradition that became universally ac-
cepted. According to Shils, tradition is 
anything which is transmitted or hand-
ed down from the past to the present.

But my skepticism remains un-
answered with these definitions. Who 
wrote them? A lawyer?

So really: how many times does 

something have to be done consecu-
tively before it is a tradition? Clearly 
the passage of time is important to es-
tablishing a tradition, but there seems 
to be no clear rule about how long that 
must be. Is two times enough? Three 
times? Does it have to be done for a 
generation at least?

And in the case of UF, does the fact 
that the Tom Petty song is played at ev-
ery home game, and not just annually, 
increase its progression toward tradi-
tion status? After all, that is six times 
per year.

Tradition means different things to 
different people. Maybe you feel if you 
do something twice, and you expect to 
continue to do it, it’s a tradition. May-
be until you do something 20 times, it’s 
just a good habit. Not a tradition.

In addition to the passage of time, 
sociologists identify two other things 
that are necessary to make something 
a tradition:

• a large group of people participat-
ing in the activity

• honor, respect or acknowledge-
ment of the past
Maybe the number of people par-

ticipating in the activity is inversely 
related to the length of time needed. In 
other words, the more people there are 
participating, the less time is needed. 
If it’s just you, it’s going to be a while 
before it’s a tradition.

Another friend argued about the 
Tom Petty song, “It is a tradition – just 

a new one.”
Maybe that’s a valid point (in a dif-

ferent way than my friend intended). 
I’m taking creative liberties here.

Maybe some old traditions need 
to go away and be replaced. If Tevye 
taught us anything, it’s that the world 
changes around us and so do traditions. 
Traditions encourage us to blindly fol-
low the past. They allow us to avoid 
thinking of something new in the pres-
ent. That doesn’t sound like a good 
thing.

There are certainly some college 
football traditions that just seem silly 
to an outsider. Mississippi State stu-
dents bring cowbells to the games. The 
University of Tennessee football team 
storms the field before kickoff by run-
ning through a “T” formed by the band 
members. Auburn fans celebrate by 
throwing toilet paper on oak trees.

What is all this insanity? Should 
we put a stop to this behavior?

There’s an old joke about going to 
shul. Ginsburg goes to shul to talk to 
God. Someone else goes to shul to talk 
to Ginsburg. This isn’t part of the joke, 
but it’s true that others go because it’s 
tradition.

I can understand going to shul to 
talk to Ginsburg. But going because it’s 
tradition? That seems old-fashioned. 
Maybe we should all start bringing 
cowbells. Or we could storm the bimah 
circling the rabbi. These would be new 
traditions.

Frye Commercial Group
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

SALES, INVESTMENT, ACQUISITION & DISPOSITION
HAL ARKIN

(239) 910-5363 cell • harkin@remax.net
Direct (239) 689-2246 • Offi ce (239) 489-0444

7910 Summerlin Lakes Drive, Fort Myers
www.ftmyerscommercial.com

Each Offi ce Independently Owned and Operated

REALTY GROUP
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a new one.”
Maybe that’s a valid point (in a dif-

ferent way than my friend intended). 
I’m taking creative liberties here.

Maybe some old traditions need 
to go away and be replaced. If Tevye 
taught us anything, it’s that the world 
changes around us and so do traditions. 
Traditions encourage us to blindly fol-
low the past. They allow us to avoid 
thinking of something new in the pres-
ent. That doesn’t sound like a good 
thing.

There are certainly some college 
football traditions that just seem silly 
to an outsider. Mississippi State stu-
dents bring cowbells to the games. The 
University of Tennessee football team 
storms the field before kickoff by run-
ning through a “T” formed by the band 
members. Auburn fans celebrate by 
throwing toilet paper on oak trees.

What is all this insanity? Should 
we put a stop to this behavior?

There’s an old joke about going to 
shul. Ginsburg goes to shul to talk to 
God. Someone else goes to shul to talk 
to Ginsburg. This isn’t part of the joke, 
but it’s true that others go because it’s 
tradition.

I can understand going to shul to 
talk to Ginsburg. But going because it’s 
tradition? That seems old-fashioned. 
Maybe we should all start bringing 
cowbells. Or we could storm the bimah 
circling the rabbi. These would be new 
traditions.
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

As we celebrate Thanksgiving 
and the Museum’s 20th an-
niversary this year, we have 

much to be thankful for. We are grateful 
to the Museum Founders for their fore-
sight in continuing the education mis-

sion of the “Out of 
the Ashes” project 
created by the stu-
dents and teachers 
at Golden Gate 
Middle School. It 
is amazing to see 
how the Museum 
has grown since 
that time. We’ve 
moved from small 

rental quarters to our own larger space 
and beautiful new state-of-the-art fa-
cility. The handful of early visitors has 
led to more than half a million people 
who have been impacted by our Holo-
caust Education programming. Each 
one has carried forth to share with fam-
ily and friends the importance of mu-
tual respect and the need to stand up to 
bigotry, hatred and violence.

We are grateful for the people who 
continue to support our mission – the 
donors who give so generously in sup-
port of our education programs; the 
volunteers who welcome our guests, 
lead our tours, serve on our board; and 
the educators who work with students 
and teachers. We appreciate the visi-
tors who come to learn more about the  
Holocaust and its lessons, those who 
attend our events, and the national and 

international audiences who now par-
ticipate in our Zoom programs. 

Thank you to all who participated 
in the 2021 “Movies That Matter” se-
ries of Zoom Film Discussions – our 
sponsors, expert panelists and The Hu-
man Rights Film Coalition of South-
west Florida partners who made this 
year’s virtual program such a success. 
The Coalition members are Temple 
Shalom, Jewish Federation of Great-
er Naples, GenShoah, Naples United 
Church of Christ, Jewish Community 
Relations Council, Holocaust Museum 
& Cohen Education Center. The series 
was also sponsored in part by the State 

of Florida, Department of State, Divi-
sion of Cultural Affairs and the Florida 
Council on Arts and Culture.
Private Tours and Zoom 
Presentations Available
Schedule a private group tour of the 
Museum with your synagogue, com-
munity or club today. Or if you prefer, 
we also offer Zoom presentations with 
Holocaust Survivors or 2Gs sharing 
their parents’ stories. Email us at info@
hmcec.org for more information.

New Special Exhibit in the 
Estelle and Stuart Price Gallery
This month we introduce a new exhib-
it – Vedem Underground in Terezin. It 
profiles the underground publication 
created by teenage boys imprisoned in 
the Terezin/Theresienstadt camp from 
1942 through 1944. It was run just like 
an actual magazine with the boys as 
the editors, writers and illustrators. It 
included non-fiction and fiction arti-
cles, cartoons and other sections. Only 
a handful of the boys survived after 
the war. Approximately 83 issues were 
created and some of the pages survived 
the war, having been hidden in a box, 

buried and retrieved when the war was 
over. The exhibit is presented in part-
nership with the Vedem Underground 
Project and will be on display through 
February 22, 2022.
Kristallnacht Community 
Commemoration
The annual community commemora-
tion of the 83rd anniversary of Kristall-
nacht takes place on Sunday, Novem-
ber 7 at 3:00 p.m. at St. Agnes Church 
in Naples. It is open to the public and 
free of charge. The guest speaker will 
be Rabbi Micah Greenberg. It is spon-
sored by the Catholic-Jewish Dialogue 
of Collier County, Jewish Community 
Relations Council of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Naples, Diocese of 
Venice in Florida, GenShoah of SWFL 
and the Museum. For more informa-
tion, email CJDialogue@naples.net.
The Luncheon – 20th Anniversary
Kickoff Event
Next month, we will kick off the 20th 
anniversary celebration with The Lun-
cheon event on Thursday, December 
2 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. at the 
Arthrex One Event Center in North 
Naples. The program will feature the 

premiere of a new short play, Remem-
ber – The Abe Price Story by Jeffrey 
Binder. Abe Price was a Holocaust 
Survivor and Museum co-founder who 
led an extraordinary life of courage 

and triumph over adversity. The play 
was produced by Gulfshore Playhouse, 
Founding and Producing Artistic Di-
rector Kristen Coury and Managing 
Director Joel Markus. Proceeds bene-
fits the Museum’s education programs. 
More information on tickets and spon-
sorships is available at www.HMCEC.
org.

See our website for information 
regarding the mask, vaccine and test 
policy for this event. The Arthrex 
One Event Center is located at 1370 
Creekside Blvd., Naples.
Giving Tuesday 2021
This year, Giving Tuesday will take 
place on Tuesday, November 30. 
Please consider making a contribution 
to support the Museum’s education 
programs. Your generosity allows our 
education programs to reach students 
and teachers across SWFL, informing 
the next generation about the impact 
they can have on our communities by 
treating others respectfully, and stand-
ing up to bigotry, hatred and violence. 
We will send out more information on 
Giving Tuesday later this month. 
AmazonSmile
Did you know another way to benefit 
our education programs is to shop on 
smile.amazon.com? Simply select our 
museum as your charitable organiza-
tion of choice before you begin. Ama-
zon will then donate 0.5% of the price 
of your eligible AmazonSmile pur- 
chases to us. Your shopping will not 
only be fun – you will be helping to 
support our education programs. 

Wishing you and your families a 
safe and Happy Thanksgiving! I hope 
to see you at the Museum and on  
Zoom!

n Susan
    Suarez

 
 

Join Us as We Celebrate Our 20th Anniversary! 
 

The Luncheon 
Thursday, December 2, 2021 

11:30am – 1:45pm 
Arthrex One Corporate Event Center 

1360 Creekside Blvd, Naples, FL 
 

    
(Abe Price photo credit: Erik Kellar Photography) 

 

Join us at the new Arthrex Event Center for lunch and the premiere of 
the new short play “Remember: The Story of Abe Price” by Jeffrey 

Binder. Abe Price was a Holocaust Survivor and Museum co-founder 
who led an extraordinary life of courage and triumph over adversity. The 

play was produced by Gulfshore Playhouse. Founding and Producing 
Artistic Director Kristen Coury. Managing Director Joel Markus. 

 

Sponsorship Packages are available: 
 

Remembrance Sponsor $15,000      Hope Sponsor $5,000 
 

Testimony Sponsor $10,000             Inspire Sponsor $2,500 
 

Patron Sponsor $1,000 
 

Tickets are $150 each 
Event Program Advertising: 5” x 8” Page ($500); 5” x 4” Half Page ($250) 

 

For more information on details and COVID safety protocols, please call 
239-263-9200 ext. 207 or email donor@hmcec.org. Proceeds benefit 

Museum Education programs. 
 

The Holocaust Museum & Janet G. and Harvey D. Cohen Education Center 
975 Imperial Golf Course Blvd., Suite 108, Naples, FL 34110 

239-263-9200          www.HMCEC.org          Info@HMCEC.org bob@gosouthnow.com

BOB 
VINIKOOR

Fort Myers REALTOR

239-258-1102

LET  ME  HELP  YOU
BUY  OR  SELL
YOUR  HOME!
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
premiere of a new short play, Remem-
ber – The Abe Price Story by Jeffrey 
Binder. Abe Price was a Holocaust 
Survivor and Museum co-founder who 
led an extraordinary life of courage 

and triumph over adversity. The play 
was produced by Gulfshore Playhouse, 
Founding and Producing Artistic Di-
rector Kristen Coury and Managing 
Director Joel Markus. Proceeds bene-
fits the Museum’s education programs. 
More information on tickets and spon-
sorships is available at www.HMCEC.
org.

See our website for information 
regarding the mask, vaccine and test 
policy for this event. The Arthrex 
One Event Center is located at 1370 
Creekside Blvd., Naples.
Giving Tuesday 2021
This year, Giving Tuesday will take 
place on Tuesday, November 30. 
Please consider making a contribution 
to support the Museum’s education 
programs. Your generosity allows our 
education programs to reach students 
and teachers across SWFL, informing 
the next generation about the impact 
they can have on our communities by 
treating others respectfully, and stand-
ing up to bigotry, hatred and violence. 
We will send out more information on 
Giving Tuesday later this month. 
AmazonSmile
Did you know another way to benefit 
our education programs is to shop on 
smile.amazon.com? Simply select our 
museum as your charitable organiza-
tion of choice before you begin. Ama-
zon will then donate 0.5% of the price 
of your eligible AmazonSmile pur- 
chases to us. Your shopping will not 
only be fun – you will be helping to 
support our education programs. 

Wishing you and your families a 
safe and Happy Thanksgiving! I hope 
to see you at the Museum and on  
Zoom!

Temple Beth El gets a makeover
By Carolyn Gora

Flash back to Rosh Hashanah 
2017. A week before Rosh Ha-
shanah, Southwest Florida was 

visited by Category 4 Hurricane Irma. 
Huge old oak trees were toppled, elec-
tricity was out in areas of Lee County 
for a week or more, roofs and build-
ings were damaged. Temple Beth El’s 
building sustained enough damage that 
Rosh Hashanah services took place 
at Cypress Lake United Methodist 
Church. And that’s how 5778 began.

Yom Kippur services that year 
were held in the sanctuary. Repairs 
to the building were made. Services, 
programs and religious school contin-
ued. High Holy Day services in 2018 
and 2019 were held in the temple’s 
sanctuary. Meanwhile, damage from 
Hurricane Irma was taking its toll. 
Temple Beth El’s roof was leaking and 
mold was found in the building. With 
help from a team of concerned people, 
TBE’s insurance came through for the 
necessary repairs. A Building Commit-
tee was formed, a builder was hired 
and plans were made. 

Flash back to High Holy Days 
2020. Covid-19 kept congregants quar-

antined and out of the building. Right 
before the holidays, the renovation 
started. Since the building was now a 
worksite, Rabbi Nicole Luna wouldn’t 
be able enter the building to Zoom 
High Holy Days services live from the 
sanctuary. 

Rabbi Luna had little time to pre-
pare, orchestrate and tape the services 
in advance (including aliyahs, Torah 
readings and downloaded music by re-
nowned cantors) before the renovation 
began. It was a tremendous and suc-
cessful undertaking. 

Rabbi Luna and the temple’s staff 
moved out of the building and worked 
remotely. She created weekly vlogs 
sharing her daughters’ challah-making 
skills. Zoom became the vehicle for 
everything at Temple 
Beth El (and everyone 
else). While it felt like 
the world stood still, an 
army of workers were 
using the time to com-
plete the TBE project.

Fast forward to 
summer 2021. Temple 
Beth El’s makeover 
is now complete from 
top (new roof) to bot-
tom (repairing a broken 
sewage pipe). All the 
obvious and invisible repairs and re-
placements were completed. Most no-
ticeable are new wooden floors in the 
entry and Dubin Center, and the state-
of-the-art bathrooms with touchless 

hand towel and soap dispensers. Even 
the parking lot smells new. 

Welcome 5782! It’s a new year and 
a renewed Temple Beth El building. 
2021’s High Holy Days services were 

held in person in the sanctuary and on 
Zoom. TBE’s congregants are grateful 
to everyone who made the makeover a 
reality and proudly invite you to stop 
by and see it for yourself.

HANUKKAH
AT TEMPLE BETH EL

JOIN OUR CELEBRATIONS

templebethel.com

Temple Beth El’s new exterior

Redoing the Dubin Center

Redoing the interior entrance
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Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
The Holocaust’s official beginning  
compels the story of an extraordinary man

Dr. Paul Bartrop

Theresienstadt is established
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

Theresienstadt (in Czech, Terezín) 
is located approximately 35 
miles northwest of Prague. Un-

der Germany’s Nazi regime in occupied 
Czechoslovakia during World War II, 

it was the location of 
a ghetto, a concen-
tration camp and a 
transit camp for Jews 
prior to being sent to 
their death at Aus-
chwitz. The camp 
was enclosed within 
a fortress constructed 

by the Habsburg Empire as a defense 
against Prussia during the eighteenth 
century. Eighty years ago this month, 
on November 24, 1941, Theresienstadt 
commenced operations officially. It was 
to function until May 8, 1945, when it 
was liberated by the Red Army.

The original fortress was built 
between 1780 and 1790. Named by 
Emperor Joseph II after his mother, 
Empress Maria Theresa, the fortress 
also served as a prison during the 19th  

century. During World War I, it held 
political prisoners, including Gavrilo 

Princip, the Bosnian Serb who assas-
sinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand and  
his wife, Countess Sophie Chotek, on 
June 28, 1914 – generally acknowledged 
as the spark that ignited the war.

During the Holocaust, Theresien-
stadt had two key functions. It was a 
transit site for Czech Jews being deport-
ed to other camps, especially Auschwitz. 
In addition, it served as a labor camp 
where elderly, disabled, or so-called 
“prominent” Jews were housed. The 
Nazis called the camp a “spa town,” 
lying to the world that those detained 
in Terezín were well treated “retirees.” 

By 1940 it was resolved to trans-
form Terezín into a ghetto and concen-
tration camp. Initially, prisoners were 
Jews from Czechoslovakia who began 
arriving on November 24, 1941. June 
1942 saw the first German and Austri-
an Jews come in, harbingers of tens of 
thousands of others from Germany and 
Austria deported there in subsequent 
months. Hundreds of Dutch and Danish 
Jews arrived during 1943.

The first transport from Theresien-
stadt left on January 9, 1942. Its desti-

nation was the ghetto at Riga, Latvia. 
Throughout the year, large numbers of 
Jews from Theresienstadt were deported 
to the euphemistically named “East,” 
where most were killed immediately, 
either in the death camps located in 
Poland or at mass execution sites such 
as Kalevi-Liiva (Estonia) and Maly 
Trostenets (Belarus).

The Nazis continued to refer to 
Theresienstadt in glowing terms as a 
“model Jewish settlement” to keep the 
outside world from learning the true 
scale of the Holocaust.

After receiving negative press about 
the German deportation of Danish Jews 
to Theresienstadt, the Nazis allowed 
members of the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to pay a 
visit there in June 1944. As part of the 
preparations for the ICRC visit, 7,503 
sick, elderly and disabled people were 
sent to the so-called “family camp” at 
Auschwitz in May. From the SS per-
spective, such people had no place at 
Theresienstadt, which was being broad-
cast to the world as the “ideal” Jewish 
settlement – a town for the Jews, as it 
was euphemistically named.

The visiting ICRC officials were 
impressed with cultivated gardens, clean 
and renovated barracks, and freshly 
painted buildings. Camp officials even 
ensured that the Jewish inmates held 
social and cultural events, including 
the children’s opera Brundibár. A film 
was made of the visit, but once the 
ICRC personnel left, deportations from 
Theresienstadt resumed. Most of those 
featured in the film were dead before it 
was shown. The deportations continued 
until October 1944.

At least 150,000 Jews, including 
15,000 children, were interned or 
passed through Theresienstadt between 
1941 and 1945. Around 90,000 of these 
were deported to death or concentration 
camps in the East, and most perished. 
Of some 5,000 children transported to 

Treblinka or Auschwitz, at least 90% 
were murdered. Within the camp, the 
death toll was estimated at 33,000, 
with most dying from disease, illness, 
malnutrition, exposure or abuse. By 
mid-1942, the camp authorities had to 
build a crematorium just outside the 
walls, processing up to 200 bodies daily.

Unlike most concentration camps, 
Theresienstadt boasted a vibrant cultural 
scene. Because the prisoners included 
many scholars, philosophers, artists, 
writers, teachers, actors and musicians 
of all types, inmates benefited from 
concerts, plays, lectures, art exhibits 
and other cultural events. The library 
at Theresienstadt held several thousand 
volumes, and although it was forbidden 
to teach children, older prisoners held 
daily classes for hundreds of young 
inmates.

On May 2, 1945, with Soviet forces 
approaching, camp personnel handed 
control of Theresienstadt to the ICRC. 
Soviet troops officially liberated the 
camp on May 8, 1945, finding just 
17,247 survivors still alive.

After the war, Czechoslovak au-
thorities put several SS members 
who had served at Theresienstadt on 
trial, including all three of those who 
had acted as commandant during the 
camp’s existence. Siegfried Seidl and 
Karl Rahm were extradited to Czecho-
slovakia, tried, convicted and executed 
for their crimes. Convicted in absentia 
and sentenced to death, Anton Burger 
managed to evade arrest and lived under 
a false name in West Germany until his 
death, aged 80, in 1991.

The town today is divided into the 
small fortress and the former ghetto 
from the Nazi era, where the Ghetto 
Museum and other sites are located.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus of 
History and the former Director of the 
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Re-
search at Florida Gulf Coast University.

         

Don’t forget to contact us with your change  
of address to continue receiving L’CHAYIM. 

 
 
 

Send address changes to 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org 

 
 

      Safe Travels 

Heading South 
 

for the Season? 

 

For dates and times and to RSVP contact 

Marsha Kistler at                                     
marshatemple2012@gmail.com  

All ages and levels of experience are       
welcome! 
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Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
The Holocaust’s official beginning  
compels the story of an extraordinary man
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her new 

book, Aging Jewishly, available on  
Amazon. It makes a great Chanukah gift!

Tropical views, perfect for couples
One-bedroom with den deluxe residence 

 (1,207 square feet)
Well-appointed and brightly lit kitchen

Screened-in terrace
Premier location

Personal one-car garage
Valet services

Our COVID-19 Response: Since the onset of this pandemic, we have proactively implemented stringent safety protocols and precautions for the 
protection of residents and staff. These measures make our retirement living community a safe choice for all who live and work here. SantaFe Senior 

Living communities have been among the first to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, and we remain steadfast in our commitment to safety.

LIMITED-TIME
AVAILABILITY

THE ENTRANCE FEE

WHEN YOU  
DEPOSIT BY  

NOVEMBER 30

5% OFFFeaturing

The  TuscanThe  TuscanThe  Tuscan
A SAVINGS UP TO $43,998.50*

*Restrictions apply

Independent Living | Assisted Living 
Memory Support | Skilled Nursing | Rehabilitation

26455 S. Tamiami Trail  
Bonita Springs, FL 34134 

TheTerracesAtBonitaSprings.com

Assisted Living Facility License #12385 | COA: #08075 

Get Moving  
and Saving Today!  

Call  239-303-4038.

A SantaFe Senior Living Community

It was November 9 and 10, 1938, 
when the streets of major German 
cities were covered with sparkling 

shards of glass, but unbeknownst to 
the world, those 
pieces were the 
initial testimony 
to the unspeak-
able Nazi horror 
yet to come. Of-
ficials did noth-
ing while Jewish 
homes, businesses 
and synagogues 
were destroyed. 

Streets were littered with broken glass, 
so much so that the rampage became 
known as “Kristallnacht” or “The Night 
of Broken Glass” – the event that marks 
the official beginning of the Holocaust. 

Kristallnacht happened 83 years 
ago. Forty years ago, I found myself in 
Australia, where I chanced to meet an 
extraordinary man who, 14 years ago, 
passed away quietly in an assisted living 
community in the south of France.

The man I met in Adelaide, Aus-
tralia, all those many years ago was a 
performer. At that time, I worked in the 
theater as well. Our professional puppet 
troupe provided the opening act for none 
other than the world-famous pantomime 
artist, the great Marcel Marceau. We 

became friends, mostly because our 
connection was more than theatrical. 
Marceau and I bonded as Jews, however 
it would be several more decades before 
I learned of Marceau’s creative courage 
at saving Jewish children from certain 
death at the hands of the Nazis. 

Marcel Marceau was born Marcel 
Mangel and grew up Jewish in Stras-
bourg, France. For more than 60 years 
he performed professionally in what he 
called “the art of silence.” As a small 
boy he imitated the antics of Charlie 
Chaplin, amusing his friends while he 
developed his craft.

When the Nazis invaded France, 
Marceau was only 16 years old, but he 
knew enough to change his surname to 
Marceau in order to hide his identity. 
He joined the French resistance, forging 
new identity cards for desperate Jewish 
families. 

Later, his dedication to orphaned 
Jewish children led him to concoct 
a daring plot to save nearly 100  
six-, seven- and eight-year-olds whom 
Marceau had in his care. Posing as 
a scout leader assigned to take these 
youngsters on a hike, Marceau had 
his charges dress in heavy coats, hats, 
scarves and boots and follow him in a 
dangerous trek over the Alps to safe 
passage into Switzerland.

Marceau recalled how he employed 
his pantomime skills to encourage the 
little ones not to speak. And being an 
accomplished magician, he performed 
sleight-of-hand tricks for a group of 
Nazi guards, who were so mesmerized 
that they didn’t notice that the children 
had walked right through the checkpoint 
to freedom.

Although we maintained contact 
over the years, it was only shortly before 
his death in 2007 that Marceau disclosed 
his work with the French Resistance 
and how he was able to save the lives 
of Jewish children. In fact, Marceau, an 
acclaimed international performer who 
starred in dozens of films and theatrical 
productions, had this to say about his 
life: “My greatest accomplishment was 
guiding the children to safety.”

Marceau spoke those words from 
his apartment in an assisted living fa-
cility where he spent the last two years 
of his life. And it was there, among 
his aging friends, that he shared these 

remarkable and important memories.
This year, as we approach the 83rd 

anniversary of the beginning of the 
Holocaust, Marcel Marceau’s story be-
comes even more poignant, especially 
because he waited so long to share it. 
In care facilities throughout the world 
there are survivors who have Holo-
caust stories that need to be heard. If 
you know someone with a story to tell, 
encourage them to speak up. On this 
year’s Kristallnacht memorial day, in 
honor and memory of those lost, those 
saved and those like Marcel Marceau 
who were the saviors, if you have yet to 
share your own story, now is the time to 
consider doing so. 
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

Treblinka or Auschwitz, at least 90% 
were murdered. Within the camp, the 
death toll was estimated at 33,000, 
with most dying from disease, illness, 
malnutrition, exposure or abuse. By 
mid-1942, the camp authorities had to 
build a crematorium just outside the 
walls, processing up to 200 bodies daily.

Unlike most concentration camps, 
Theresienstadt boasted a vibrant cultural 
scene. Because the prisoners included 
many scholars, philosophers, artists, 
writers, teachers, actors and musicians 
of all types, inmates benefited from 
concerts, plays, lectures, art exhibits 
and other cultural events. The library 
at Theresienstadt held several thousand 
volumes, and although it was forbidden 
to teach children, older prisoners held 
daily classes for hundreds of young 
inmates.

On May 2, 1945, with Soviet forces 
approaching, camp personnel handed 
control of Theresienstadt to the ICRC. 
Soviet troops officially liberated the 
camp on May 8, 1945, finding just 
17,247 survivors still alive.

After the war, Czechoslovak au-
thorities put several SS members 
who had served at Theresienstadt on 
trial, including all three of those who 
had acted as commandant during the 
camp’s existence. Siegfried Seidl and 
Karl Rahm were extradited to Czecho-
slovakia, tried, convicted and executed 
for their crimes. Convicted in absentia 
and sentenced to death, Anton Burger 
managed to evade arrest and lived under 
a false name in West Germany until his 
death, aged 80, in 1991.

The town today is divided into the 
small fortress and the former ghetto 
from the Nazi era, where the Ghetto 
Museum and other sites are located.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus of 
History and the former Director of the 
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Re-
search at Florida Gulf Coast University.



 1212 L' CHAY IM L' CHAY IM NOVEMBER 202 1 NOVEMBER 202 1 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties JEWISH INTERESTJEWISH INTEREST

Stars of DavidCouscous Harvest Meal 
– recipe by Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Made Possible by the 
Arthur and Beatrice 
Michaels’ Endowment 
Fund for Adult Senior 
Programs and Services 

Monday 
December 6 
2021 • 7pm  
Via Zoom

About the importance of laughter in Judaism with examples taken 
from the Torah, the Talmud and including, of course, jokes!

SHARON GELLER is a comedic actress who has appeared on 
SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE 4 times and on THE TODAY SHOW  as “Lucy.” 
Since 2012, Sharon has performed in the national touring 
company of the off-Broadway hit “OLD JEWS TELLING JOKES.” 

FREE!  
Open to the community in 

celebration of the last  
night of Hanukkah.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

A Night ofA Night of &&        LIGHTS      LAUGHTER          LIGHTS      LAUGHTER          
                          with Sharon Geller’swith Sharon Geller’s    

JFEDSRQ.ORG/events

To register, visit 

For more information   
contact Jeremy Lisitza
at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org  
or 941.343.2113

As a girl growing up in an Israe-
li Moroccan family, I lived for 
couscous. I always knew when 

someone in the neighborhood was 
making it. A familiar aroma would fill 
the air around the house and beyond. 
It would come and go, each time with 
a different blend of alluring smells: 
cumin and turmeric, allspice and ras el 
hanout, simmering lamb, carrots and 
chickpeas, all carried in the 
steam of the couscous. It was 
too much to take. I would run 
straight home and ask, “When 
are we making couscous?

In Israel, Jewish North 
African families eat couscous 
on Friday nights and it’s a fa-
vorite for holidays and family 
celebrations. Although it is 
considered a poor man’s dish, 
couscous symbolizes good 
luck and prosperity, In Mo-
roccan homes, making cous-
cous is an expression of love, 
generosity and hospitality. In 
my Moroccan family, to be 
invited for the Friday night 
meal means ‘join us for cous-
cous.’ And if you were invit-
ed for the holidays, it was a 
privilege indeed. 

On my last trip to Israel, 
three years ago, right after my grand-
mother passed away the family gath-
ered in Safta Dalia’s apartment in Bat 
Yam to celebrate her and remind one 

another of her love. Most importantly, 
we spent the evening talking about all 
of Safta’s recipes. We all agreed that 
the one most beloved for us is for cous-
cous that Safta would serve with a tag-
ine lamb and vegetable soup.

I moved to the United States to raise 
a family, but I remain deeply connected 
to Israel. On every trip to Israel, when I 
landed at Ben Gurion Airport, the first 

order of business was to drive to Safta’s 
home for tagine lamb and bowls of her 
perfect couscous. I had arrived at her 
kitchen and there she was sitting in 

her couscous corner where she would 
spend hours before the family’s arrival 
making couscous from scratch. First, 
she spread semolina wheat onto a large 
round platter, sprinkling it with salted 
water and sometimes flour. Then she 
rolled the grains with her hands, add-
ing more water and flour as necessary, 
until the couscous granules formed. 
The couscous was then sifted through 
a special sieve to form equal-size bits. 
The couscous was then steamed in a 
special dish called a couscousière, sim-
ilar to a steaming pot. It was placed in 
the upper perforated section, and the 
stew that accompanied it in the lower 
pan. After the first steaming process, 
the couscous was left to cool, mixed 
then steamed several times more be-
fore serving.

She served her stews over the 
couscous in a covered earthenware pot 
called a tagine, with the couscous in 
the center, meat on top and vegetables 
around it. She would always prepare 
vegetables to accompany the couscous, 
ensuring each member of the family 
got their favorites.

You may be familiar with the 
five-minute couscous that’s available 
in supermarkets, but hand-rolled cous-
cous, the kind my grandmother used to 
make fresh every Friday, requires a lot 
of patience, practice and time-consum-
ing labor.

The process is so lengthy that even 
Moroccans, myself included, prefer 
ready-made couscous these days.
Lamb Tagine with Couscous
Ingredients:

• 1 tsp ground cumin
• ¼ tsp cayenne pepper
• ½ tsp turmeric
• ½ tsp ground allspice
• 5 bay leaves
• 1 cup dry white wine
• 1½ tsp salt 
• 2 lbs lamb shoulder, cut into  

1½-inch cubes
• 4 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
• 2 medium onions, coarsely 

chopped
• 6 cloves garlic, minced
• 5 carrots peeled and cut into  

2" chunks
• 2 potatoes peeled and cut
• 4 cups chicken broth 
• 1 can chickpeas drained
• 2 cups couscous
• 2 cups water
• 2 tbsp olive oil or butter
• 1 tsp sea salt
• ½ tsp freshly ground black pepper
• ½ cup minced parsley 

Making the couscous: 
 X To start the couscous, rinse it un-

der cold water and then strain in a 
sieve to remove some of the excess 
starch.

 X Next, combine the water, salt,  

pepper and olive oil (or butter), 
bring to a boil and then pour over 
the couscous. Cover tightly with 
plastic wrap. Let sit for approxi-
mately 10 minutes to rehydrate. 
Uncover and fluff with a fork. 

Making the lamb tagine:
 X In a small bowl, combine cumin, 

cayenne pepper, turmeric, allspice, 
and ½ tsp of salt. Mix thoroughly. 
Place the lamb on a large plate and 
sprinkle the spice mixture over it. 
Place the seasoned lamb in a zip-
per-sealed plastic bag, close the 
bag and massage the lamb to even-
ly coat the meat with the spices. 
Refrigerate for 4 to 6 hours. Re-
move lamb from refrigerator 15 
minutes prior to cooking.

 X In a heavy-duty pot, heat olive oil 
over medium-high heat. Working 
in batches, if necessary, sear the 
lamb on all sides, about 2 minutes 
per side. Remove seared meat from 
pot and set aside on a plate.

 X Add onions and sauté until trans-
parent, about 5 minutes. Add garlic 
and bay leaves and sauté until fra-
grant, about 1 minute. Add carrots, 
potatoes and chickpeas. Stir them 
to coat with the onion mixture. 
Continue to cook for 2 more min-
utes. Add chicken broth and wine, 
stir to mix well. Return the lamb 
to the pot, add remaining 1 tsp salt 
and mix well. Raise heat to high 
and bring liquid to a boil. Reduce 
heat to low and partially cover 
pot, leaving sliver of space open at 
the top. Continue to simmer for 2 
hours, stirring occasionally.

 X Remove cover from the pot and 
simmer for another 30 minutes, al-
lowing sauce to thicken.

 X To serve, place ½ cup of couscous 
in a wide, shallow soup bowl. 
Top with the lamb, carrots, po-
tatoes and a generous portion of 
sauce from the pot. Garnish with  
parsley.

Changing you address? Keep 
L’CHAYIM coming to your home. 

Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jew-
ish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one  
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also 
identified as Jewish.
New Saturday Night Live Hebrew
SARAH SHERMAN, 27, is one of 
three new cast members who joined 
Saturday Night Live last month. She 
grew up on Long Island and graduated 
from Northwestern Univ. in Chicago in 
2015. Shortly thereafter, she co-founded 
a Chicago-based ensemble company 
called Helltrap Nightmare. The compa-
ny, made up of “edgy weirdo” comics, 
put on monthly shows that Sherman 
hosted. She was voted Chicago’s best 
comic (2016) in a “big-time” reader 
poll. Sherman’s high school nickname 
was “Squirm” because, she said, she was 
really skinny and gross and squirmy. 
She embraced the nickname and Sar-
ah Squirm was Sherman’s Helltrap 
Nightmare stage name. She told Hell-
trap audiences to “embrace their inner  
squirm.” 

A Vice Magazine journalist who 
interviewed Sherman (2019) began his 
piece by noting, “Helltrap Nightmare is 
billed as an ensemble. But it really is the 
Sarah Squirm Show.” 

Somehow, the interview landed 
on the topic of Jewish vs. Catholic 
guilt. Here is most of what Sherman 
said: “I wasn’t raised to be told I was 
bad, or that there were sins inside 
me I needed to exorcise. I think Jews 
post-Holocaust are raised like, ‘We are 
the chosen people.’ I’ve always been 
taught that I’m gifted and a genius… 
Jewish guilt is more like my dad… He’s 
always calling me up on a High Holiday: 
‘Did you go to shul?’ I’m like, ‘No.’ 
And he always says, ‘Just remember, six 
million in the oven, that’s all I’m gonna 
say.’ That’s Jewish guilt.”
Judge Judy
On Monday, November 1, JUDY 
SHEINDLIN, 78, better known as 
“Judge Judy,” will return to the “me-
dia bench” in a new series called Judy 
Justice. I say “media” and not “TV 
bench” because Judy Justice will only 
be streamed. It will not be on broadcast 
TV. Long story short: even though Judge 
Judy was one of the highest-paid people 
on TV (well over a million dollars per 
episode), she and CBS had a falling- 
out.

The new series will stream on IMDb 
TV, which is owned by Amazon. It is a 
free app (with ads) that you can down-
load or add to your Roku/Apple TV/
Amazon Fire app lineup. A new episode 
will stream every weekday. It’s prom-
ised that the new show will be “jazzier.” 
Details are scarce, save for the “reveal” 
that Sheindlin will wear a burgundy red 
judge’s robe. 

Judge Judy’s new law clerk is 

SARAH ROSE, her granddaughter. 
Rose, who is about 25, is now in law 
school. It’s unclear if Rose is Judy’s bio-
logical granddaughter. Judge Judy had a 
son and daughter with her first husband, 
a Jewish lawyer. Her second husband, 
the late Judge JERRY SHEINDLIN, 
had three children by his first marriage 
and Judge Judy helped to raise them. 
Judy, to her credit, refers to all five of 
her “kids” as her grandchildren. Three 
of her “grands” are lawyers.
Other New Shows
Hawkeye, a Disney+ series, begins 
streaming on Wednesday, November 
24. It’s another entry in the “Marvel 
Universe” with a complex backstory. 
Suffice it to say that the heroes are  
Clint Barton/AKA Hawkeye (Jere-
my Renner), a master archer, and his 
protégé, Kate Bishop, (also) AKA 
Hawkeye. HAILEE STEINFELD, 24, 
plays Barton. 

The Shrink Next Door is an eight- 
episode limited series that will begin 
streaming on Apple TV+ on Friday, 
November 12. It is based on a hit 2019 
podcast of the same name. In the early 
’80s, MARTY MARKOWITZ, a 
wealthy man suffering from depression, 
was referred to Dr. ISAAC HERSCH-
KOPF, a psychiatrist. (Markowitz, now 
79, is played by PAUL RUDD, 52.) For 
about 30 years, Herschkopf (played by 
Will Ferrell) controlled Markowitz’s 
life and finances. He went so far as to 
take over Markowitz’s palatial home 
and moved Markowitz into a guest 
house. Spoiler alert: Good guys win. 
Markowitz finally regained control of 
his life. Other patients who had been 
taken advantage of came forward after 
the podcast aired and Herschkopf lost 
his license last April.
Ghostbusters Returns
Paul Rudd has a big supporting role in 
the film Ghostbusters: Afterlife, which 
opens in theaters on Friday, November 
19. It’s a sequel to the two hit Ghost-
busters movies released in the ’80s. 
IVAN REITMAN, now 74, directed 
those two films. Ivan’s son, JASON 
REITMAN, 43, is the director of Af-
terlife. Jason also co-wrote the Afterlife 
script with GIL KENAN, 44, a screen-
writer/director who was born in the UK 
and raised in Israel. 

There are “new actors” in lead parts, 
but the whole original Ghostbusters 
cast returns for a cameo – or more – in-
cluding the late HAROLD RAMIS, a 
Ghostbusters co-star who also co-wrote 
the original films. Ramis appears as Dr. 
Egon Spengler via “faux historical” 
clips from the original flicks.
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Arlene Stolnitz

Can I drink wine  
from a can?
By The Wine Whisperer

n Jerry  
    Greenfield

The idea of buying a can of wine 
just seems so…so…crazy, 
somehow. After all, wine has 

been contained in bottles ever since 
people discovered how to make glass. 
But who says it has to be like that? 
Canned wine came onto the market 
about 10 years ago and went from a 

curiosity to a sta-
ple in practically 
no time at all. 
Here’s why.

First, there’s 
c o n v e n i e n c e . 
You can take liq-
uid in cans any-
where – beach-
es, boats, parks. 
And most cans 

contain a single serving, which allows 
the consumer to control every portion. 

Second, according to a story on 
BBC News from May 2020, the Coro-
navirus pandemic led many states to 
scrap their open container laws. They 
started allowing “to go” alcoholic bev-
erages since people started distanc-
ing and drinking outside. This made 
canned alcoholic beverages an obvi-
ous choice. More people discovered 
them, and more people have stuck with  
them.

But Giselle Sigala, Sommelier at 
New York’s Chelsea Wine Vault, said 
that since these wines are so new, there 
is still a lot of inconsistency in the way 
they are produced. That means many 
consumers may believe – sometimes 
with good reason – that canned wines 
are made from low-quality grapes, that 
they’re cheap and sweet, and that they 
won’t last long. So more “serious” 
wine consumers are staying away.

But industry observers like Jim 
Doehring, President and Founder of 
Source Code Beverage, offers a differ-
ent outlook. He says there are levels of 
quality in canned wine just like there 
are in bottles. Some producers are put-
ting high-quality juice in these (lowly) 
containers.

Another factor is where canned 
wines are consumed, which includes 
outdoor venues, because cans are con-
venient and portable. This means pro-
ducers are less concerned with wine 
and food pairing, and lean toward 
lighter, more fruity varietals.

So there’s some kind of what you 
might call an identity shift going on 
here. Instead of wine being a stuffy, 
formal beverage to be enjoyed only 
at candlelit dinners, having it in cans 
makes it more of a casual quaff. 

So, whether you obtain it in a bottle 
or a can, I hope you enjoy the follow-

ing recommendations, either formally 
or casually.

The Prisoner Napa Valley 2017 
($38) – This is the wine that launched 
The Prisoner Wine Company. Original-
ly developed by Dave Phinney, whom 
I call “The Mad Blender of Napa Val-
ley,” it set the bar for unconventional 
blends made in a rich, fleshy style. A 
blend of Zinfandel, Cabernet, Petite 
Sirah, Syrah and Charbono, there are 
huge aromas and flavors of cherry, dark 
chocolate, raspberry, pomegranate and 
vanilla. The flavors go on forever. A 
personal favorite. WW 95

Flat Top Hills Red Blend Cali-
fornia 2016 ($16) – A medium-bodied 
red with hints of cinnamon and spice, 
accented by bright raspberry. Mostly 
Zinfandel and Merlot. WW 89

Mi Sueño Syrah Napa Valley 
2016 ($55) – An Old World varietal 
with a New World twist. Aged for 20 
months in mostly new French oak, 
this bold interpretation offers softly 
rounded tannins on the finish. But be-
fore that, you’ll get concentrated aro-
mas of warm earth and black berries. 
On the palate the fruit flavors persist, 
with hints of vanilla and white pepper 
around the edges. WW 92

La Crema Pinot Noir 40th An-
niversary 2018 ($100) – Made in a 
definite Burgundian style, this bottling 
celebrates the winery’s history in the 
Sonoma area. The predominant aroma 
and flavor is raspberry, enhanced by 
rose petal and cedar notes. Jammy fla-
vors abound, including plum and black 
cherry with hints of mocha and silky 
tannins on the finish. WW 95

Domaine Anderson Pinot Noir 
Anderson Valley 2015 ($40) – The 
cool marine climate of Anderson Val-
ley is ideal for Pinot Noir cultivation. 
A nose of black plum and roses leads 
you to flavors of red berries and hints 
of cinnamon. The 15 months in oak 
helps to seamlessly integrate the fla-
vors. WW 90
Ask The Wine Whisperer
I’ve heard that Winston Churchill was 
a big fan of Champagne and drank a 
lot of it. Does anyone know how much 
he actually drank? 
– Caroline L., Stuart, FL

According to Churchill’s own writ-
ings, he estimated that he drank over 
42,000 bottles during his adult life, or 
about a bottle and a half a day.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er, a wine author, educator and consul-
tant. He is an adjunct professor in the 
wine program at Florida Gulf Coast 
University. Read his blog at www.wine 
whisperer.com.

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

The Jewish Federation Seeks  

Volunteers  
with Foreign Language Skills.  

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to Federation Board member Robert Thomas ritritrit@hotmail.com.   
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk    

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..    
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JewishFederationLCC
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To Bigotry No Sanction:  
An American Jewish cantata
By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

Recently, a historic event in 
America’s history was the 
source for an important new 

musical work, To Bigotry No Sanc- 
tion…To Persecution No Assistance. It 
was commissioned and presented by 
Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel 
(KI) in Elkins Park, Philadelphia. 

Known as a contemporary Jew-
ish cantata, its composer, Jonathan 
Comisar, just happens to be from 

my hometown, 
Rochester, New 
York. Jonathan is 
a graduate of the 
Eastman School 
of Music in Ro- 
chester, Oberlin 
C o n s e r v a t o r y 
and Hebrew Un-
ion College of  
Sacred Music. His 

impressive credentials in composing 
music, too numerous to be mentioned 
here, can be found online. Actually, I 
knew Jonathan’s family back in Roch-
ester since our families belonged to the 
same temple. I even shared Hebrew 
School carpooling with his mom. His 
brother is married to the daughter of a 
good friend of mine, who only recent-
ly passed away. In a shiva call for my 
friend last month, I was able to connect 
with the family and share the article I 
have written. Small world!

Jonathan’s cantata is so relevant to 
the world we live in today, so I could 
not resist writing about the compari-
son. Here’s the story.

On August 17, 1790, the Hebrew 
Congregation of Newport, Rhode Is-
land (known today as Touro Syna-
gogue), presented a letter, written by 
its representative, Moses Seixas, to 
President George Washington on his 
visit to the city. Washington’s visit was 
largely ceremonial, but Seixas, know-
ing Washington’s views on religious 
freedom, took the opportunity to write 
the letter on behalf of his congregation, 
“The children of the Stock of Abra-
ham.” In his letter, Seixas welcomed 
the newly elected president and stat-
ed that although much of world Jewry 
lived under the rule of monarchs and 
despots, members of his congregation 
looked forward to “a great new Ameri-
can experiment insuring their valuable 
rights as free citizens.”

Washington’s response, using 
some of the text from Seixas’ letter, is 
what is remembered today, and forms 
part of the lyrics of the cantata. It was 

the first affirmation of the free and 
equal status of Jews as American citi-
zens and laid the groundwork for much 
of what was written later regarding the 
separation of church and state. It is es-
pecially pertinent today.

“All possess alike liberty of con-
science and immunities of citizenship. 
It is now no more that toleration is spo-
ken of, as if it was by the indulgence 
of one class of people, that another en-
joyed the exercise of their inherent nat-
ural rights. For happily the Govern-
ment of the United States, which gives 
to bigotry no sanction, to persecution 
no assistance, requires only that they 
who live under its protection should 
demean themselves as good citizens.

May the children of the Stock of 
Abraham who dwell in this land, con-
tinue to merit and enjoy the good will 
of the other inhabitants; while every-
one shall sit under his own vine and fig 
tree; and there shall be none to make 
him afraid.”

Washington’s response is on dis-
play in the Memory Gallery, American 
Treasures of the Library of Congress.

I am intrigued by the concept of 
this cantata, especially knowing how 
relevant it is in today’s world. The 
professional performance of this stun-
ning work is conducted by Kensho 
Watanabe, featuring members of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra and a multicul-
tural choir. Introductory readings are 
by renowned interpretive actor Dean  
Malissa as George Washington.

The discussion with the compos-
er, which follows the performance, is  
especially meaningful. “Do we have 
wisdom? If we have wisdom to make 
the best use of the advantages with 
which we are now favored, we cannot 
fail…”

These are the words buried in the 
letter written by George Washington to 
the Jews of Newport.

The question remains and is still 
germane today. “Do we have the wis-
dom?”

I urge you to listen to this wonder-
ful work in its entirety at bit.ly/ki-tbns.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of all 
kinds has led to this series of articles 
on Jewish Folk Music in the Diaspora.

	 	 COLLIER/LEE	HADASSAH presentsT H E

SYMPOSIUM 
WOMEN’S	HEALTH	&	WELLNESS:	BODY,	MIND	&	SPIRIT

PROCEEDS	FROM	THIS	EVENT	SUPPORT	HADASSAH	MEDICAL	ORGANIZATION

PRESENTING SPONSOR

CO-SPONSORS

ADVOCATES

SUPPORTERS

TO REGISTER contact Carol Weisberg at 
carolw@tetragonia.com to pay and receive your link 

FEE $36 per person, payable by credit card or check

Elyse & Bob Morande          Debby & Jeff Waranch

Majestic Kitchen & Bath, Inc.          Wood, Buckel & Carmichael

VIRTUALLY	•	DECEMBER	1	•	10am	—	12noon

SELF-CARE
FOR

MENTAL HEALTH
Judith Belmont, MS

Psychotherapist,  
consultant,  
author and

motivational  
speaker

CARE
FOR THE

CAREGIVERS
Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, DSW

President/CEO  
of Naples Senior
Center @JFCS,

consultant 
and author      

NUTRITION
AND WOMEN’S 
HEART HEALTH

Dee Harris, RD
Registered/Licensed  
Dietitian-Nutritionist, 

Certified Diabetes  
Educator, owner of 
D-Signed Nutrition

LIVING A LONGER, MORE
PURPOSEFUL LIFE
Marc Agronin, M.D
Senior VP Behavioral Health and CMO for 
Miami Jewish Health’s MIND Institute,  
noted speaker and author

PANEL

KEYNOTE

SPECIAL INTERLUDES

THE VITALITY
OF MOVEMENT

Susan Gold  
Falkenstein

THE POWER
OF LAUGHTER

The Delightful  
Mrs. Dorio

THE MAGIC
OF MUSIC
Frannie Faith  
Southworth

Our premiere symposium is an interactive  
webinar that will enlighten with information and 
tools to grow stronger, more resilient and vibrant 

 – while integrating the unique aspects  
of women’s physical and mental health.

Friend of Hadassah

Jewish Federation
OF GREATER NAPLES

Jewish Federation

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
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Ronny S Taschner  DDS 
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology 

 
Jennifer Taschner  DDS  MMSc 

Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology 
 

 
1645 Medical Lane,  Fort Myers, FL 

 
Phone 239-936-0635 

Visit Our Website  www.taschnerperio.com 

Harold Grinspoon becomes 2,000th person  
to sign Jewish Future Pledge
More than 2,000 Jews of all backgrounds from around the world have committed to allocate  
at least half of the charitable giving at their passing to secure the Jewish future.

On Monday, October 11, noted 
Jewish philanthropist Harold 
Grinspoon – the Founder of PJ 

Library, LIFE & LEGACY® and JCamp 
180 – became the 2,000th signer of the 
Jewish Future Pledge. Individuals from 
around the world have taken the Jewish 
Future Pledge, committing that at the 
time of their passing, at least 50% of 
their philanthropic resources will be 
earmarked for causes and organizations 
that support the Jewish people and/or the 
State of Israel. 

Launched in 2020, the Jewish Fu-
ture Pledge can be signed by anyone 
who wants to help secure the Jewish 
future, regardless of their age, back-
ground, net worth or how much they 
plan to leave to charity. It has rapidly 
expanded partnerships with Jewish or-
ganizations across North America.

The diverse group of pledgers are 
from across the U.S., Canada, Mexico, 
Brazil, Panama, Ireland, UK and Israel, 
and share the common goal of securing 
the Jewish future for generations to 
come. 

“I want future generations to ex-
perience a world that allows them to  
embrace their Jewish roots, find mean-
ing in Jewish living and stand tall 
with pride,” said Harold Grinspoon 
upon signing the pledge. “We must 
cultivate philanthropic giving to secure 
the future of the Jewish programs and 
organizations that are the fabric of our 
community.”

Grinspoon established the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation (HGF) in 1991 
with the mission of enhancing Jewish 
life. The Foundation’s philosophy is 

infused with Harold’s business acumen 
and works to promote visionary ideas, 
dynamic partnerships, with a focus on 
return on investment and a drive to un-
derstand and meet the needs of people 
served.

“During my lifetime and upon my 
passing, nearly all my assets will be 
directed to the Harold Grinspoon Foun-
dation so that together with other philan-
thropic partners we can strengthen and 
grow the Jewish community through 
welcoming, engaging and stimulating 
opportunities for connection with our 
Jewish tradition and with one another,” 
Grinspoon added. 

“We are honored that Harold Grin-
spoon has become the 2,000th signer 
of the Jewish Future Pledge. These 
pledgers are helping to ignite a surge in 
Jewish pride and proving that they care 
about sustaining the Jewish people,” 
said Jewish Future Pledge Founder 
Mike Leven. “I am thrilled to see the 
rapid growth of pledgers joining our 
movement. The community we have 
built is proof of just how bright the 
Jewish future can be through our unified 
commitment to one another and the next 
generations.”

In the last year, Leven has also 
spearheaded the launch of the Jewish 
Youth Pledge, an initiative that asks 
Jewish teens to commit their time, talent 
and energy over the course of their life-
time to strengthen the Jewish people and 
the land of Israel. With the assistance of 
several test organizations – JNF, AEPi, 
NCSY and BBYO – the Jewish Youth 
Pledge has garnered the support of near-
ly 3,000 pledgers. 

About the Jewish Youth Pledge
The Jewish Youth Pledge asks Jewish 
teens and young adults, ages 13-29, to 
take active roles throughout their life-
times to strengthen the Jewish people 
and the land of Israel. It calls on them to 
actively contribute their unique talents 
in a range of ways to strengthen global 
Jewry, committing to the local Jewish 
community and the land of Israel.

About the Jewish Future Pledge
The Jewish Future Pledge is a world-
wide movement inspiring Jews of all 
backgrounds to commit that from the 
charity they leave at their passing, no 
matter how large or small, at least half is 
earmarked to support the Jewish people 
and/or the State of Israel. Learn more at 
jewishfuturepledge.org.

   

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS 
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent  

Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us. 

Karin Fine 
Sherri & Ira Zucker 
Cadkin Foundation 
Shalom Dancers 
Mellow Mah Jongg 

Anonymous 
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help 
Naomi Bloom  
Barbara & Earl Magdovitz 
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein 

    INDIGENT FUND / MARCIA CAN HELP 
 Marty Freling 

Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Temple Judea 
Edward & Beverly Drucker 
Taryn Sasser 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 
Lawrence & Claudette Kessler 
Barry & Cheryl Fulmer 
Russell & Elizabeth Bogen 
Jay & Carolyn Mirowitz 
Toby & Sandi Sauls 
Roberto & Rachelle Luna 

Chavurat Shalom of SWFL 
Stuart & Toni Morgenstein 
George & Joyce Rosinger 
Roberta Parillo 
Ronny & Marie Taschner 
Gene & Andrea Sipe 
Sidney & Diane Jensen 
Larry & Tobi Morgan 
Rosalyn Shraiar 
Carolyn Gora 
Bruce & Robin Jacobs 

    FOOD PANTRY 

Temple Beth El 
Temple Bat Yam  
Temple Judea 
Jane Pennells 
Jordan & Andrew Matthews 
Vickie & Aaron Tutnick 
Robyn Green 
Community Free Synagogue 

The Krivisky family 
Victor Gold 
Ruth Lefberg 
Laurie Morris 
Diane & Neil Greene 
Judy & George Pittman 
Sharion Boyd 
David Helligman 

TOGETHER  
We can make a 
Difference  

    LINDA F. IDELSON CULINARY DESIGN FUND 
Charles Idelson 
Carolyn Gora 
Anita Freedman 
Claire Goldhagen 

Anne Schwartz 
Andy & Debbie Shuping 
Hy Tuchman 
James & Betty Rubenstein 
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   2022 Jewish Film Festival Ticket Information 
    

Regal Belltower Stadium 20 Theaters 
PLUS a VIRTUAL TICKET OPTION 

SERIES OF 10 FILMS:    $118 (discounted rate)            
                    INDIVIDUAL FILM TICKETS:    $13 each 

Festival Passes available (ONLINE) on 11/1, Individual tickets available (ONLINE) on 12/1   
 

                               
                                             FILMS                                                     DATES

 
 
Only 1 VIRTUAL PASS is required per household! Virtual Pass is for VIRTUAL SCREENINGS ONLY! 

Howie Mandel: But Enough About Me 
               

Sunday (Matinee), February 6                                                       
3:00 P.M. 

Persian Lessons 
 

Tuesday, February 8                                                                         
7:15 P.M. 

Aulcie Thursday, February 10                                                                     
7:15 P.M. 

Tiger Within Monday (Matinee), February 14                                                   
3:00 P.M. 

Latter Day Jew Tuesday, February 15                                                                      
7:15 P.M. 

A Starry Sky Above The Roman Ghetto Thursday, February 17                                                                     
7:15 P.M. 

Asia Tuesday, February 22                                                                       
7:15 P.M. 

My Name is Sara Thursday, February 24                                                                     
7:15 P.M. 

They Ain’t Ready For Me Yet Friday (Matinee), February 25                                                       
3:00 P.M. 

Abe Sunday (Matinee), February 27                                                     
3:00 P.M. 

To purchase your festival pass, virtual pass and individual tickets visit: 
www.JewishFederationlcc.org/JFF2022 

*Sponsorship opportunities are available* 
For more information please email Debbie Sanford - debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org or call 239.481.4449 x4 

First global searchable database contains more than 
2,500 official Jewish discrimination Acts over 2,000 years
Researchers found 2,626 confirmed official Acts and 198 probable official Acts that paint a broad 
picture of Jewish discrimination for nearly 2,000 years in 50 different countries and territories.

Over a decade of research un-
covered thousands of official 
anti-Jewish Acts created by 

governments, militaries and churches 
or dominant religions for nearly 2,000 
years.

The extensive research is now 
presented as a free searchable database 
at OAJA.org, home of the Official An-
ti-Jewish Acts Project. The website is 
built around a search box that can be 
used to access the Acts with a keyword 
search. A suggested search dropdown 
menu helps users get started. Sources, 

dates and place citations are included 
for each Act.

The Acts occurred in many forms, 
such as laws, regulations, church 
canons, royal proclamations, decrees, 
ordinances, writs and final court deci- 
sions. To be included in the OAJA.org 
database, an Act must be clearly written 
to be anti-Jewish. These official discrim-
inatory Acts and laws often limited the 
work, marriage, travel, habitation and 
congregation of Jews specifically. Some 
Acts levied taxes and fines on Jews that 
were not applied to other demographics 

or religions, and others expelled or 
banned Jews from certain areas and 
occupations.

The goal for OAJA.org is to bring 
to light these historical events and en-
courage others to look for answers to the 
questions that may surface after seeing 
the extent of the discrimination.

Official Anti-Jewish Acts is a proj-
ect of the A-Mark Foundation, a non-
profit that presents unbiased political 
and social information to advance 
education, discussion and debate. 
OAJA.org is a “work-in-progress” that 

grows as the researchers probe various  
national archives.

The foundation explained the rea-
soning behind this project, saying, “It 
is common knowledge that Jews have 
been discriminated against (as have 
many others), but few are aware that 
official Jewish discrimination has been 
going on for almost 2,000 years and in 
so many different parts of the world. 
This compendium of Official Anti- 
Jewish Acts reaches back 2,000 years  
to authoritatively verify the persistence 
of this pernicious hatred.”

   

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS 
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent  

Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us. 

Karin Fine 
Sherri & Ira Zucker 
Cadkin Foundation 
Shalom Dancers 
Mellow Mah Jongg 

Anonymous 
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help 
Naomi Bloom  
Barbara & Earl Magdovitz 
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein 

    INDIGENT FUND / MARCIA CAN HELP 
 Marty Freling 

Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Temple Judea 
Edward & Beverly Drucker 
Taryn Sasser 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 
Lawrence & Claudette Kessler 
Barry & Cheryl Fulmer 
Russell & Elizabeth Bogen 
Jay & Carolyn Mirowitz 
Toby & Sandi Sauls 
Roberto & Rachelle Luna 

Chavurat Shalom of SWFL 
Stuart & Toni Morgenstein 
George & Joyce Rosinger 
Roberta Parillo 
Ronny & Marie Taschner 
Gene & Andrea Sipe 
Sidney & Diane Jensen 
Larry & Tobi Morgan 
Rosalyn Shraiar 
Carolyn Gora 
Bruce & Robin Jacobs 

    FOOD PANTRY 

Temple Beth El 
Temple Bat Yam  
Temple Judea 
Jane Pennells 
Jordan & Andrew Matthews 
Vickie & Aaron Tutnick 
Robyn Green 
Community Free Synagogue 

The Krivisky family 
Victor Gold 
Ruth Lefberg 
Laurie Morris 
Diane & Neil Greene 
Judy & George Pittman 
Sharion Boyd 
David Helligman 

TOGETHER  
We can make a 
Difference  

    LINDA F. IDELSON CULINARY DESIGN FUND 
Charles Idelson 
Carolyn Gora 
Anita Freedman 
Claire Goldhagen 

Anne Schwartz 
Andy & Debbie Shuping 
Hy Tuchman 
James & Betty Rubenstein See the following 2-page spread for information on all 10 films  

in the 2022 Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida.
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Sunday, February 6 at 3:00 p.m.
Howie Mandel: But 
Enough About Me
This revealing documentary follows the life and career 
of Howie Mandel, a veteran comedian, actor and pro-
ducer arguably most known for his battle with OCD and 
being a judge on America’s Got Talent rather than for 
his comedic genius. The film explores his early years 
in the comedy industry and how he became a star on 
one of the most beloved television series ever, St. Else-
where. We follow Howie on the road while he performs 
over 200 stand-up performances each year to behind 
the scenes at AGT, and personal time with his family. 

The film also explores his personal struggles with OCD. Through powerful on-stage 
moments, intimate interviews and archival footage of his early performances, we dis-
cover how Howie emerged from being a carpet salesman to become one of the most 
famous and paradoxically approachable performers in the world. Raw, funny and 
touching, the provocative story is told from the intriguing and wild early days to his 
unprecedented success. 
Comedy Documentary, English, 88 Minutes

The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte 
Counties Presents the 26th Annual  

Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida
Films will be screened at the Regal Belltower and online!

Open seating at all films for general admission tickets.
Festival Passes available on Monday, November 1

Individual tickets available on Wednesday, December 1
The series of 10 films is $118  ~  Individual films are $13 each

JEWISH F ILM FEST IVALJEWISH F ILM FEST IVAL

Tuesday, February 8 at 7:15 p.m.
Persian Lessons
1942: Gilles, a young Belgian man, is arrested by the 
SS and sent to a concentration camp, where he avoids 
execution by convincing the guards he’s Persian – not 
Jewish. But then, he’s tasked with teaching Persian to 
the officer in charge of the camp’s kitchen, who dreams 
of opening a restaurant in Iran once the war is over. To 
survive, Gilles invents a language to teach the eager 
German. When the two men’s unusual relationship be-
gins to incite jealousy and suspicion, Gilles becomes 
acutely aware that one false move could expose him.
Drama, German/French/Persian with Subtitles, 
127 minutes

Thursday, February 10 at 7:15 p.m.
Aulcie
In 1976, Aulcie Perry was playing basketball in Harlem 
when scouts from Maccabi Tel Aviv spotted and signed 
him. A year later, he led the team to its first European 
Championship, converted to Judaism and become an Is-
raeli citizen. His rise to fame was precipitous, and his 
relationship with supermodel Tami Ben Ami became 
the subject of relentless media attention, solidifying his 
status as one of Israel’s biggest stars. But behind the 
scenes, he had a growing drug addiction that culminat-
ed in his arrest and imprisonment. Since his release he 
has committed himself to uplifting those suffering from 
drug abuse and addiction. 
Documentary, English/Hebrew with Subtitles, 
72 minutes

Monday, February 14 at 3:00 p.m.
Tiger Within
An unlikely friendship between a troubled, homeless 
teen and a Holocaust survivor sparks larger questions of 
ignorance, fear, lies, family, love, forgiveness and our 
divided world in this moving story.
Drama, English, 98 Minutes (Explicit Language)

Virtual Passes are per household  
and are for virtual screenings only.
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To purchase your Festival Pass, Virtual 
Pass and individual tickets, visit 

JewishFederationlcc.org/JFF2022

Tuesday, February 15 at 7:15 p.m.
Latter Day Jew
This documentary follows H. Alan Scott, a gay former 
Mormon/converted Jew/cancer survivor/writer-comedi-
an, as he finds his spiritual path and prepares for his Bar 
Mitzvah. 
Documentary, English, 85 Minutes

Thursday, February 17 at 7:15 p.m.
A Starry Sky Above 
the Roman Ghetto
When Sofia finds an old snapshot in a neglected suit-
case, she’s mesmerized by the child’s picture. As details 
emerge – the child’s name, separation from her par-
ents during a Gestapo raid and rescue by a nun – Sofia 
commits to honoring the girl’s memory by staging an 
original play with classmates and friends from a nearby 
Jewish high school. A talented ensemble injects youth-
ful energy into this inspiring story about the importance 
of memory, coexistence and reconciling generational 
frictions.
Drama, Italian with English Subtitles, 100 Minutes

Tuesday, February 22 at 7:15 p.m.
Asia
Asia concentrates on her job as a nurse while Vika hangs 
out at the skate park with her friends. Their routine is 
shaken when Vika’s health rapidly deteriorates. Asia 
must step in and become the mother Vika so desperate-
ly needs. Vika’s illness turns out to be an opportunity to 
reveal the great love within this small family unit.
Drama, Hebrew, 85 Minutes

Thursday, February 24 at 7:15 p.m.
My Name is Sara
This film is based on the true-life story of a 13-year-
old Polish Jew. After a grueling escape to the Ukrainian 
countryside, Sara steals her best friend’s Catholic 
identity and finds refuge in a small village, where she 
is taken in by a farmer and his young wife. She soon 
discovers the dark secrets of her employers’ marriage, 
compounding the greatest secret she must strive to pro-
tect, her true identity.
Drama, English & Polish, 111 Minutes

Friday, February 25 at 3:00 p.m.
They Ain’t Ready  
for Me
Tamar Manasseh is an African American rabbinical stu-
dent who is leading the fight against senseless killings 
on the south side of Chicago. Every day, Tamar, the vi-
vacious, self-assured and magnetic mother of two, sits 
on the corner of 75th Street and South Stewart Avenue 
in the Englewood section of Chicago. This is the ghetto, 
where poverty, unemployment, addiction and violence 
are rampant. Tired of waiting for politicians to do some-
thing, Tamar took the situation into her own hands. 
Documentary, English, 95 Minutes

Sunday, February 27 at 3:00 p.m.
Abe
The Israeli-Jewish side of his family calls him Avram. 
The Palestinian-Muslim side, Ibrahim. His first-gener-
ation American agnostic lawyer parents call him Abra-
ham. But the 12-year-old kid from Brooklyn who loves 
food and cooking prefers Abe, and tries to unite his fam-
ily through his culinary skills.
Comedy Drama, English, 89 Minutes

Sponsorship opportunities are available. 
For more information, contact Debbie 
Sanford at debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org  

or 239.481.4449 x4.  
Or complete the form on page 6.
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Celebrating 20 years of  
pain management excellence, 

providing uniquely advanced skills 
and technology for restored 

comfort and mobility.

Jonathan S. Daitch, MD 
Ivan A. Samcam, MD 
Aileen H. Padilla, DO 

8255 College Parkway, South Fort Myers 
 239-437-8000 • APMSS.net

Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Daitch proudly support L’CHAYIM and the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
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SURVEY: 2/3 OF JEWISH 
COLLEGE STUDENTS  
FEEL UNSAFE 
A survey of 1,027 members of the 
predominately Jewish fraternity AEPi 
and the leading Jewish sorority AEPhi 
conducted in April found that 70% of 
the students personally experienced 
or were familiar with an antisemitic 
attack in the past 120 days, with more 
than 65% feeling unsafe on campus 
and one in 10 fearing physical attack.

Furthermore, 50% of students said 
they felt the need to hide their Jewish 
identity.

The survey also found that 84% 
were supportive of Israel, 83% consid-
ered other Jews extended family and 
56% had traveled to Israel. (Brandeis 
Center for Human Rights under Law)

BELGIUM’S CONSTITUTIONAL 
COURT UPHOLDS BAN 
ON JEWISH RITUAL 
SLAUGHTER
On Thursday, September 30, the Con-
stitutional Court of Belgium upheld a 
ruling by the European Court of Justice 
that member states of the EU can ban 
religious slaughter. Jewish groups have 
condemned the ban on ritual slaughter 
which they see as a severe limitation 
on religious freedom. In 1933, one of 
the first laws the Nazis enacted was a 

ban on kosher animal slaughter.
The Constitutional Court recog-

nized that the general ban on slaughter 
without stunning entailed a restriction 
on freedom of religion of Jews and 
Muslims, whose religious laws prohib-
it the consumption of meat of stunned 
animals. But the court said the ban on 
slaughter “responds to a pressing social 
need and is proportionate to the legiti-
mate objective pursued of promoting 
animal welfare.”

Yohan Benizri, president of CCO-
JB, the coordination committee of Bel-
gian Jewish organizations, declared, 
“This is mostly a shame for our coun-
try.... Are we to accept that hunting is 
permitted for cultural reasons in this 
country while a millennial presence in 
the region would not justify a similar 
exception?... Legally and politically, 
we will continue fighting this.” (Yossi 
Lempkowicz, European Jewish Press - 
Belgium)

NEW U.S. COMMAND 
CENTER TO MONITOR 
ANTISEMITIC THREATS
The Secure Community Network 
(SCN), the security arm of The Jew-
ish Federations of North America and 
the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations, has 
opened the National Jewish Security 
Operations Command Center (JSOCC) 

in Chicago, where intelligence analysts 
and security professionals can monitor 
and track threats to the Jewish commu-
nity and coordinate responses with lo-
cal, state and federal law enforcement.

The SCN said it saw a 125% in-
crease in the reporting of incidents and 
issues related to the Jewish community 
in 2020, a trend that appears to be con-
tinuing in 2021. (Faygie Holt, Israel 
Hayom)

A PRO-ISRAEL SUMMIT 
IN ERBIL BREAKS NEW 
GROUND
On September 24, a remarkable event 
took place in Iraq. In the northern city 
of Erbil, 312 Iraqis – predominately 
Sunnis but also Shiites – gathered to 
demand that their country enter into 
relations with Israel and its people via 
the Abraham Accords, and they did this 
while risking the wrath of Iran and its 
military proxies. The participants were 
religious leaders, youth protesters and 
college professors.

The calls for arresting the partic-
ipants are a chilling reminder of the 
limits of expression in Iraq – a sign of 
the leverage Iran continues to exert, 
but also an indication that Iran fears 
the message of the Erbil conference. 
Nothing could be more threatening to 
everything that Iran seeks in Iraq and 
the region than the expansion of peace, 

especially if it is coming from the 
ground up.

In the Middle East, Americans can-
not impose their values, remake societ-
ies or produce peace from the outside. 
But the U.S. does have a responsibility 
to support practically and materially 
those who will fight for themselves 
and embody the very values Americans 
believe in. The U.S. has a stake in the 
survival and success of the Erbil con-
ference-goers. (Dennis Ross, Foreign 
Policy)

WHY THE WORLD WOULD 
BE A LESSER PLACE 
WITHOUT ISRAEL
Israel has posted accomplishments few 
other countries can equal. Israel’s sci-
entific and technological achievements 
are astounding. Israel is responsible for 
an extraordinary range of innovations, 
from the discovery of quasicrystals 
to the understanding of the structure 
and function of ribosomes, from the 
Feldenkrais method of exercise thera-
py to drip irrigation, and from the in-
vention of tiny cameras that can travel 
through the body (endoscopy) to the 
development to flexible stents.

Israel played a massive role in 
the creation of mobile and internet 
telephony (Viber), instant messaging 
(ICQ), facial recognition and USB 

BRIEFS

continued on next page 
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WHY ANAGO IS THE SUPERIOR CHOICE FOR COMMERCIAL CLEANING!®

• Ranked #1 in Janitorial • Available 24/7 • Competitive Pricing • Two-Hour Response Guarantee
• Consistent & Dependable • Green Cleaning Experts • Total Satisfaction Guarantee • Fully Insured and Bonded

With more than 30 years in the commercial cleaning franchising industry,  
Anago has helped pioneer this sector by developing standards and practices 

that others replicate. 

Our franchisees provide Scheduled Cleaning, Carpet Cleaning, Ceramic, Tile and Grout Cleaning, Day  
Porters, Emergency Cleanup, Exposed Surfaces Disinfection, Hard Surface Floor Care, Restrooms, Special 
Event Cleanup, Spring Cleaning, Window Washing and much more.

YOUR CLEANING NINJAS
Our efficient and stealthy  

cleaning franchisees get the job  
done without any disruption  
to the flow of your business.

A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE
Our franchise owners use 

systematic methods to create a visible 
difference in the cleanliness  

of your workspace.

BEST SERVICE AND PRICE
One of our primary goals is to  

provide clients with the absolute  
best service in the industry,  

at a competitive price.

CONSISTENT RESULTS
By paying attention to the details, 

high touch spots and areas of concern, 
clients get an exceptional and  

consistent clean every time.

BIG OR SMALL…

WE CLEAN THEM ALL®

239-206-2520
anagoswfl.com

WITH ANAGO YOU GET:
• A partner with a 98% retention rate

• Calendaring system ensures all tasks are completed as scheduled
• Inspection/survey process ensures compliance to your specs

• Microfiber tools to remove more dirt
• EPA registered disinfectants for virus and bacteria removal

• Dedicated client services rep to assist with your needs

SERVING  COLLIER,  LEE,  CHARLOTTE,
SARASOTA  &  MANATEE  COUNTIES

Celebrating 20 years of  
pain management excellence, 

providing uniquely advanced skills 
and technology for restored 

comfort and mobility.

Jonathan S. Daitch, MD 
Ivan A. Samcam, MD 
Aileen H. Padilla, DO 

8255 College Parkway, South Fort Myers 
 239-437-8000 • APMSS.net

Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Daitch proudly support L’CHAYIM and the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
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flash drives. The Intel 8088 chip that 
first powered personal computers was 
developed in Israel. Then there is the 
marvel of the Iron Dome system that 
zaps incoming missiles out of the sky.

Israel attracts venture capital in-
vestments at about a third the rate of 
the entire European Union, with a pop-
ulation 50 times smaller. This has driv-
en Israel’s per capita GDP to $44,000/
year, higher at present than that of Brit-
ain, France, Spain and Italy (and three 
times that of Greece). It has one of the 
most stable currencies, lowest rates of 
inflation and highest foreign reserve 
levels per capita in the world. Israel has 
the 12th highest number of Nobel prizes 
per capita, the 14th highest number of 
scientific publications per capita, and 
publishes more books per capita than 
the U.S. This is not bad for a country 
whose existence has been challenged 
by powerful neighbors since day one. 
(Dan Perry, Times of Israel)

BRITISH SPY SAVED 
10,000 AUSTRIAN JEWS 
DURING WWII
British spymaster Col. Thomas Kend-
rick secured passports for 10,000 des-
perate Austrian Jewish refugees during 
WWII. Historian Dr. Helen Fry tells 
the story of Kendrick’s Vienna oper-
ation in a new biography, Spymaster. 
Fry said Kendrick “was a senior mem-
ber of the Secret Intelligence Service 

(SIS) or what we know today as MI6.” 
Posted to Vienna in 1925 as SIS station 
chief, Kendrick, assisted by secretary 
and fellow agent Clara Holmes, ran 
the most sophisticated spy network in 
Europe, under the cover of being the 
passport control officer at the British 
Consulate.

On March 12, 1938, the Third 
Reich annexed Austria, changing the 
fate of Austria’s 200,000 Jews almost 
overnight. By April, more than 7,000 
Jewish men had been arrested and sent 
to concentration camps like Dachau. 
Working 15-hour days, Kendrick and 
his team processed up to 175 appli-
cations a day as hundreds of terrified 
families besieged the building.

Just four days after the Nazis en-
tered Austria, British cabinet minis-
ters tightened visa restrictions to enter 
Britain. Visas were still not required 
for British dominions or self-govern-
ing colonies, so Kendrick began to 
send people to countries like Southern 
Rhodesia. He stamped 1,000 tempo-
rary visas to Palestine for young men 
to “attend a sports camp,” added chil-
dren to the passports of British busi-
nessmen returning to the UK, issued 
false passports and handed out per-
mits to Jews who had received “fake  
baptisms.”

Forced to flee Vienna after being 
betrayed to the Gestapo by a double 
agent, Kendrick returned to Britain 
where, with the help of 100 German 
Jewish refugees, he secretly bugged 
the rooms of German prisoners of war, 
providing vital intelligence in the war. 
(Jewish Chronicle - UK)

THE NEW HAIFA BAYPORT 
TERMINAL: ARE U.S. 
CONCERNS OVER CHINA 
JUSTIFIED?
September 1, 2021, marked the start 
of operations in Haifa of the SIPG 
Bayport Terminal, owned by Chinese 
company Shanghai International Port 
Group. A 2011 report on the cost of liv-
ing and competition in Israel found that 
the productivity at Israel’s outdated 
seaports was 15-25% lower than else-
where in the Mediterranean, imposing 
unnecessary annual costs of hundreds 
of millions of shekels on the Israeli 
consumer.

Israel’s outdated ports lack ade-
quate container capacity and are un-
suitable for huge container ships. Some 
cargo must be moved from a large ship 
to a smaller ship that is able to anchor 
in Israel. In response, the Israeli gov-
ernment decided to construct two new 
private container terminals near Haifa 
and Ashdod to operate alongside the 
existing ports.

Some in the U.S. argue that Bay-
port’s management by a Chinese state-
owned company is a provocative sym-
bol of treacherous cooperation with 
America’s archrival. The fact is that 
the port operator is a private Israeli 
company, indeed owned by a Chinese 
company, yet most of its employees 
are Israelis, apart from a few Chinese 
management staff. Bayport is subject 
to Israeli law, and in emergencies must 
operate according to the instructions of 
the Israeli security authorities.

The port’s eight cranes, made by 

Chinese company ZPMC, are tech-
nology-rich machines equipped with 
sensors and communications, raising 
concerns that they could be used for 
espionage. ZPMC manufactures 70% 
of these advanced cranes in the world. 
This year, ZPMC cranes were pur-
chased by ports in San Francisco and 
South Carolina.

According to reports, the subject of 
China never came up in the August 27 
meeting between President Biden and 
Prime Minister Bennett. Israel signed 
the contract for the Bayport terminal 
in 2015, before Washington’s official 
declaration in 2017 of the era of Great 
Power Competition with Beijing. A 
considerable part of the criticism of 
Israel derives from judging past deci-
sions according to present conditions, 
and from echoing unexamined claims. 
(Galia Lavi and Brig.-Gen. (ret.) Assaf 
Orion, Institute for National Security 
Studies-Tel Aviv University)

ISRAEL TO DOUBLE 
VOLUME OF WATER  
SOLD TO JORDAN
The volume of water that Israel sells 
to Jordan will double and is likely to 
reach 100 million cubic meters over 
the next year, following an agreement 
signed Tuesday, October 12.

Since the mid-1990s, Israel has 
sold 50 million cubic meters of water 
annually to Jordan. Ten years ago, this 
amount was raised to 60 million cubic 
meters.

Israel has been selling water to Jor-
dan since the 1990s at the especially 

continued on next page 



 2222 L' CHAY IM L' CHAY IM NOVEMBER 202 1 NOVEMBER 202 1 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties ISRAEL & THE JEWISH WORLDISRAEL & THE JEWISH WORLD

WWhhaatt  iiss  aa  WWoommeenn’ss  GGiivviinngg  CCiirrccllee??  

 

 

 

 

To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
 

WWhhaatt  iiss  aa  WWoommeenn’ss  GGiivviinngg  CCiirrccllee??  

 

 

 

 

To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
 

WWhhaatt  iiss  aa  WWoommeenn’ss  GGiivviinngg  CCiirrccllee??  

 

 

 

 

To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
 

WWhhaatt  iiss  aa  WWoommeenn’ss  GGiivviinngg  CCiirrccllee??  

 

 

 

 

To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
 

WWhhaatt  iiss  aa  WWoommeenn’ss  GGiivviinngg  CCiirrccllee??  

 

 

 

 

To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
 

continued from previous page

BRIEFS
cheap tariff of $0.04 per cubic meter, 
far lower than the $2.48 rate per cubic 
meter paid by Israeli consumers.

This latest agreement hikes the 
price to $0.65, which means Israel is 
still subsidizing the cost of water for 
Jordan.

Israel’s Minister of Infrastructures, 
Water and Energy Resources, Karine 
Elharrar, said the “agreement to increase 
the amount of water is an unequivocal 
statement that we want good neighborly 
relations.” (Guy Lieberman, Globes)

CURIOUS ISRAELIS 
EMBRACE BAHRAINI 
VISITORS
Mohammed Saleh, an official with 
Bahrain’s Education Ministry, recently 
stood, bowed and sat a few feet away 
from the Western Wall in Jerusalem’s 
Old City as he went through the Mus-
lim liturgy, decked out in an immacu-
late white robe, sandals and a red-and-
white keffiyeh. Saleh and eight other 
Bahraini businessmen flew to Israel on 

the new direct Gulf Air route from Ma-
nama to Tel Aviv, in a visit organized 
by Sharaka (“partnership” in Arabic), 
an NGO founded by Israeli, Bahraini 
and Emirati social entrepreneurs in the 
wake of the 2020 Abraham Accords.

Wherever they walked in the Old 
City, the Bahrainis experienced the 
welcoming, inquisitive and charmingly 
intrusive Israel that pleasantly surpris-
es so many first-time visitors. Yet in 
some places, they encountered young 
Palestinian men who called them trai-
tors. The Bahrainis were unfazed, say-
ing the verbal attacks were rather tame 
compared to what they’ve experienced 
on social media and from Palestinians 
living in Bahrain.

Khawla Al Shaer, who works at a 
pharmaceutical company in Bahrain, 
said she was struck by the warmth of 
the welcome she received. “We saw a 
lot of care and love and hospitality,” she 
said. “There are very beautiful, lovely, 
friendly people,” said Nayla Al Meer, 
a PhD student and official in the Youth 
and Sports Ministry. Fatema Al Harbi, 
who works for the Education Ministry, 
noted, “I saw a lot of Arab Israelis and 
Arabs. They love living here.” (Lazar 
Berman, Times of Israel)

ISRAELI-AMERICAN 
ECONOMIST WINS  
NOBEL PRIZE
Economist Joshua Angrist, cofounder 
and codirector of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology’s School Ef-
fectiveness & Inequality Initiative, has 
won a Nobel Prize in Economics along 
with David Card of UC-Berkeley and 
Guido Imbens of Stanford University.

Ohio-born Angrist, a 61-year-old 
dual American and Israeli citizen, spe-
cializes in econometrics and labor and 
education economics.

He will share half the $1.14 mil-
lion prize money with Imbens for their 
“methodological contributions to the 
analysis of causal relationships” – us-
ing natural experiments to understand 
how economic policy impacts the labor 
market.

According to the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences, “The framework 
they created has radically changed 
how researchers approach empirical 
questions using data from natural ex-
periments or randomized field experi-
ments.”

Angrist has a master’s and doc-
torate from Princeton University. He 
lived in Israel for three years in the 
1980s and was a senior lecturer at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem from 
1991 to 1996. In 1994, Angrist served 
on the Israeli Finance Ministry’s Work-
ing Group on Israeli-Palestinian Labor 

Market Relations. He returned to He-
brew Univeristy as a Lady Davis Fel-
low in 2004-2005.

Angrist’s colleague and friend, 
Prof. Victor Lavy, at Hebrew Univ-
eristy’s Bogen Family Department of 
Economics, shared, “Joshua Angrist 
is a loyal friend of the State of Israel 
and of Hebrew University. For decades 
now, he has been my research partner 
and a close personal friend. I’m so hap-
py for him and proud of his amazing 
achievement.”

Angrist got his first Nobel Prize 
nomination in 2019. Now he has be-
come the 13th Israeli to win the coveted 
award, and the third to win it in eco-
nomics. Behavioral economist Daniel 
Kahneman won it in 2002, while game 
theoretician Robert Aumann won the 
prize in 2005. (Abigail Klein Leich-
man, ISRAEL21c.org)

ISRAELIS SPIRIT 
VULNERABLE AFGHANS 
FROM TALIBAN-LED 
COUNTRY
Israeli activists, philanthropists and aid 
workers have helped rescue 125 Af-
ghans at risk from Taliban retribution 
in a complex and hush-hush operation 
that happened in early October.

The Afghans, which include judg-
es, human rights activities, journalists, 
TV presenters, scientists, artists, diplo-

continued on next page 

For daily news stories related to 
Israel & the Jewish world, visit 

the Federation’s website at  
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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On Zoom 
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$$1188  ––  ppeerr  
hhoouusseehhoolldd  

The Living Balance Sheet® can help you protect and grow 
your business making the most of  untapped potential. 
Using this revolutionary financial model, you can:

For your complimentary business valuation contact Brian Simon at 
(239) 246-8928 or brian.simon@afgfl.com

Find hidden value in your balance sheet.

Registered Representative of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). OSJ: 14021 Metropolis Ave. Fort Myers FL, 33912 (239) 561-2900. Securities products offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian. Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. 2019-79040 Exp. 5/21

Brian Simon, ChFC, CLU
Financial Professional

Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?
Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?

• See the big picture of  your
finances, both business and personal

• Adjust your strategies for optimal 
impact across the board

• Maximize your opportunities and the 
value of  your business

It’s insight you won’t find anywhere else.

Alliance Financial Group
14021 Metropolis Avenue Fort 

Myers, FL 33912

Market Relations. He returned to He-
brew Univeristy as a Lady Davis Fel-
low in 2004-2005.

Angrist’s colleague and friend, 
Prof. Victor Lavy, at Hebrew Univ-
eristy’s Bogen Family Department of 
Economics, shared, “Joshua Angrist 
is a loyal friend of the State of Israel 
and of Hebrew University. For decades 
now, he has been my research partner 
and a close personal friend. I’m so hap-
py for him and proud of his amazing 
achievement.”

Angrist got his first Nobel Prize 
nomination in 2019. Now he has be-
come the 13th Israeli to win the coveted 
award, and the third to win it in eco-
nomics. Behavioral economist Daniel 
Kahneman won it in 2002, while game 
theoretician Robert Aumann won the 
prize in 2005. (Abigail Klein Leich-
man, ISRAEL21c.org)

ISRAELIS SPIRIT 
VULNERABLE AFGHANS 
FROM TALIBAN-LED 
COUNTRY
Israeli activists, philanthropists and aid 
workers have helped rescue 125 Af-
ghans at risk from Taliban retribution 
in a complex and hush-hush operation 
that happened in early October.

The Afghans, which include judg-
es, human rights activities, journalists, 
TV presenters, scientists, artists, diplo-

mats, and even cyclists, arrived in Al-
bania on October 2 after being evacu-
ated from Afghanistan to a neighboring 
country.

The operation took weeks to ar-
range and was a collaborative effort 
by the governments of the United 
Arab Emirates and Albania, activists 
and donors including businessman and 
philanthropist Sylvan Adams.

The effort was facilitated by 
non-profit Israeli humanitarian aid 
organization IsraAID, which offers 
disaster response in the wake of nat-
ural and man-made crises all over the 
world, and which has been helping ref-
ugees from all over the world for many  
years.

This was the second evacuation of 
vulnerable people from Afghanistan 
that the group has coordinated since 
the Taliban overran Kabul on August 
15 and seized control of the troubled 
country.

On September 6, 42 women, girls 
and family members were spirited out 
of the country to the United Arab Emir-
ates.

IsraAID CEO Yotam Polizer, who 
took part in the mission, said the last 
few weeks of negotiations were intense 
and difficult, and the situation was con-
stantly changing, with new plans being 
made on an almost daily basis.

“We are delighted to be able to say 
that our main focus now is on ensur-
ing the evacuees have everything they 
need while they begin the process of 
building new lives for themselves,” he 
said. “We are committed to supporting 
both of these groups for the long term.”

“What we did in this operation to 
extract and resettle these Afghan wom-
en was simply practicing the ancient 
Jewish cultural imperative of Tikkun 
Olam, which means improving our 
world,” said Israeli-Canadian Adams.

The people evacuated are consid-
ered particularly vulnerable under the 
Taliban’s harsh and violent rule, and 
many of the women and girls were 

continued from previous page
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symbols of female empowerment 
and leadership in Afghanistan in the 
pre-Taliban days.

After escaping the country, they 
were granted safe passage through a 
neighboring country to the UAE and 
Albania, before long-term resettlement 
in countries including Canada, France 
and Switzerland.

IsraAID has also launched an ini-
tial needs assessment mission to Alba-
nia, where the group of 125 evacuees 
join more than 1,000 Afghan refugees 
currently in the country. IsraAID’s 
team will assess access to crucial ser-
vices and plan to provide ongoing as-
sistance to Afghan refugees while they 
stay in Albania.

The mission to save Afghan na-
tionals was the initiative of Israeli jour-
nalist Danna Harman, who gathered a 
group of friends to try to rescue the 
Afghans.

“If there is a bright spot in the story 
of Afghanistan’s latest crisis, it would 
be how many regular people, Afghans 
and those who care about Afghanistan 
alike, came together to respond to calls 
for help,” said Harman.

“None of us know what life in Af-
ghanistan will look like now, and it is 
not for us to judge who is in graver 
or lesser danger. But, I believe, it be-
hooves us all to listen to and respect 
anyone’s cry for help and, moreover, 
if we can, reach out our hands to  
assist.”

Others involved in the rescue mis-
sion included international NGO Team 
Humanity, an anonymous family foun-
dation, Chairman of the Euro Asian 
Jewish Congress Aaron G. Frenkel, 
Honorary President of the Euro Asian 
Jewish Congress Alexander Mashkev-
ich, The Centre for Israel and Jewish 
Affairs, Union Cycliste Internationale 
President David Lappartient and Len 
Blavatnik.

“We would like to thank the gov-
ernments of Albania and UAE for their 
hospitality and willingness to provide 
safe passage to these vulnerable people 
out of Afghanistan, and to the govern-
ments worldwide who have prioritized 
them for resettlement,” said Polizer. 
(Nicky Blackburn, ISRAEL21c.org)

For daily news stories related to 
Israel & the Jewish world, visit 

the Federation’s website at  
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

COMMENTARY BRIEFS
THE AFTERMATH OF  
THE IRON DOME VOTE
The recent House vote on $1 billion 
in supplemental Iron Dome funding 
– 420 in favor, 9 opposed, 2 present – 
is even more one-sided than it looks. 
The vote was commonly portrayed as 
part of the Obama-era memorandum 
of understanding that provides $3.8 
billion in annual security assistance to 

Israel, but the Iron Dome request was a 
supplemental funding request coming 
on top of the $500 million for missile 
defense that is part of the annual $3.8 
billion. Despite all the attention that 
cutting, conditioning or restricting se-
curity assistance to Israel has received, 
only eight House Democrats voted 
against providing even more security 

continued on next page 
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Marcia Can Help 
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  22001177. 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  AAllaann  IIssaaaaccss  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499    eexxtt..  66  oorr  aallaanniissaaaaccss@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg..  
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assistance to Israel.

It is difficult to look at this vote 
and still credibly talk about the Demo-
cratic Party having been taken over by 
anti-Zionism. The vote also reveals the 
overreach in trying to portray Israel in 
the same light as the globe’s worst ac-
tors and serial human rights violators; 
it is not a portrayal that aligns with 
policymakers or with the sentiments of 
most Americans.

The lesson is that there is and will 
remain wall-to-wall support for Israeli 
security when it is unambiguously clear 
that security is indeed the issue. Those 
who want to downgrade the U.S.- 
Israel relationship will get nowhere 
with spurious charges and legislative 
overreach. (Michael Koplow, Israel 
Policy Forum)

A SILENT ARAB SPRING IS 
SPROUTING IN ISRAEL

 ¡ I was thinking about Rep. Rashida 
Tlaib’s recent accusation that Isra-
el is an “apartheid” state while at 
a cafe in Mamilla mall in Jerusa-
lem. Next to my table sat a young 
Muslim woman wearing hip jeans 
and an elegant head scarf, ordering 
lunch and working on her laptop. 
You can read a thousand tweets 
and media commentaries, but 
when you actually walk the streets, 
“apartheid” is probably the last 

word you’d want to use to describe 
this place.

 ¡ As Arab-Israeli Yoseph Haddad 
recently asked: Is Samer Haj Ye-
hia, the chairman of Israel’s larg-
est bank, Leumi, living under an 
apartheid regime? And what of Dr. 
Masad Barhoum, director gener-
al of Galilee Medical Center, or 
George Karra, the Supreme Court 
justice? And what of the Arab doc-
tors, lawyers and police officers, 
the Arab members of Knesset and 
the ministers? Are they living in an 
apartheid state too?

 ¡ The prosaic reality of Arab-Jewish 
relations is driven by answers to 
simple questions, such as: Am I al-
lowed to have a coffee here, to get 
a university degree there, to hang 
out at this park, to get a job in this 
hotel, to vote for this candidate, to 
take my kids to this hospital? The 
answers are the sharpest rebuttal to 
the apartheid charge.

 ¡ Many Arab citizens are still bitter 
about Israel’s very existence. But 
for the first time in Israel’s histo-
ry, an Arab-Muslim party is part 
of its governing coalition. This 
is a hopeful sign that pragmatic 
needs in the Arab sector are super-
seding the ideological toxins that 
feed passions but leave stomachs 
empty. That would be in keeping 
with the new spirit of the Abraham 
Accords, which are reshaping Is-
rael-Arab relations around mutual 
interests. (David Suissa, Los Ange-
les Jewish Journal)
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What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Ted Epstein, 

L’CHAYIM Editor, at LChayim36@gmail.com.
Letters Policy

Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. 
Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length 
and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM 
nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received. 

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

Connecting the dots
In her wonderful book, Torah Jour-

neys: The Inner Path to the Prom-
ised Land, Rabbi Shefa Gold finds 

herself meditating on the death of Mo-
ses. She asks where he is buried and 

is told, “It’s not out 
there. Moses is bur-
ied within you.” But 
it is not just Moses. 
Abraham and Sarah 
are also inside of us. 
When we raise our 
voices to complain 
of social injustice, 
there stands Abra-
ham, as if he never 

left us. When we wait for those we 
love to return from one place to anoth-
er, there are the tears of Sarah waiting 
for Abraham to restore their son Isaac 
to her.

We speak not only of the positive 
characters of the Hebrew Bible, but 
of the evil ones as well. Have any of 
us never played the role of Pharaoh, 
standing in the way of our best selves? 
We might even have played the role 
of Balaam from time to time, willing 
to curse in the pursuit of fattening our 
IRAs.

n Rabbi 
    Michael J.
    Schorin

As we have just begun re-read-
ing the Torah, I would like to suggest 
to you that the biblical characters are 
not just one-time expressions of peo-
ple dealing with life, love and mean-
ing. They are models, archetypes and 
guides for how we may behave. To be 
honest, we could even call them actors. 
One of our most famous actors, Antho-
ny Hopkins, once said the following: 
“Acting is just a process of relaxation, 
actually. Knowing the text so well and 
trusting that the instinct and the sub-
conscious mind, whatever you want to 
call it, is going to take over.”

For many of us, we read the para-
sha and see the narrative as foreign to 
us. Important but not integral. What if 
we turned it around? What if we stud-
ied the parasha to see what the charac-
ters are expressing and what they might 
be feeling? If you look at the Akedah, 
the near sacrifice of Isaac recorded in 
Genesis 22, what was Abraham feel-
ing? What is Isaac’s motivation in go-
ing along with it? But don’t stop there! 
What if you received such a command-
ment? How would you be emoting as 
you walk together with your child to 
their sacrifice?

A man by the name of Peter Pitzele 
wrote a book called Scripture Win-
dows: Towards a Practice of Bibliodra-
ma. Sometimes called psychodrama as 
well, this is a process of interpretive 
role-playing to better understand the 
biblical text. Of course, this means 
that it also becomes a process of un-
derstanding ourselves as well. Sounds 
a lot like Anthony Hopkins, doesn’t 
it? Bibliodrama, as well as acting, re-
quires a close listening to the script 
(or the text). Thus, Reid Scott says, 
“Acting is reacting. You can’t react if 

you’re not paying attention, if you’re 
not listening.” 

So, as we recite the text, let’s re-
ally listen to what is happening in the 
text and to how we are hearing it in our 
souls. After all, we never know when 
Mr. DeMille is going to call us for our 
close-up.
Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC, 
BCC is a Chaplain in Lee Health’s 
Department of Spiritual Services, and 
ministers at the Gulf Coast Medical 
Center.

Each month, 4,000  
Jewish residents 
in Lee and Charlotte 
counties turn to  
L’CHAYIM for:
X Upcoming major events
X Community Directory
X Synagogue news
X Local Organization news
X Jewish Federation updates
X Holocaust Museum news
X Candle Lighting Times
X Business Directory
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X Israel updates
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X and much more

Targeted Distribution
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ways to enrich their lives and those of their loved ones. 
L’CHAYIM – the monthly newspaper published by the 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties – is 
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are available at the Jewish Federation office.

Life-Enriching Information 
Each month, readers of L’CHAYIM get news and updates 
on all Jewish-related local events including the Jewish 
Film Festival,  Jewish author programs,  holiday cele-
brations, concerts, food festivals, book study groups, 
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or to place an ad in L’CHAYIM:
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Grow your business with L’CHAYIM!



 2626 L' CHAY IM L' CHAY IM NOVEMBER 202 1 NOVEMBER 202 1 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

Art of Fashion
 and Moore   Syli

sh  
Com

fortable
  Different

The Art of Fashion and Moore
(in the Arcade in historic

downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner (239) 204-9759
2267 1st. St., Suite 12 info@artoffashionandmoore.com
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 www.artoffashionandmoore.com

www.gskattorneys.com

1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919

239-936-7200
lowellschoenfeld@gskattorneys.com

Lowell S. Schoenfeld
Florida Board Certified Wills, 

Trusts & Estates Attorney 

Paul Weinstein, CFP®

Managing Partner, WWFG
Branch Manager, RJFS

13720 Six Mile Cypress Pkwy #1 • Fort Myers, FL 33912
239-768-1490 • 888-768-1490 Toll Free • 239-768-1935 Fax

paul.weinstein@raymondjames.com

Securities offered through
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC

RAYMOND JAMES®

FROM THE B IMAHFROM THE B IMAH

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

Gratitude means recognizing the good
The concept of gratitude plays a 

major role in Jewish thought. 
We give thanks to G-d for our 

very soul, the gift of eternal life. We 
express gratitude to our parents for 

giving us physical 
life, for taking care 
of us, raising, feed-
ing and loving us. 
Our sacred Torah is 
teaching us the value 
of two simple words, 
“thank you.”

We should nev-
er forget that every-
thing we’ve achieved 

is due to our partnership with G-d. If 
we ignore The Divine assistance we re-
ceive, we may become arrogant, lead-
ing us down the path of self-defeating 
and self-destructive behaviors. 

We’re reminded of this concept in 
the story of the Exodus with the illus-
tration of Moses’ incredible display of 
humility in standing by our people and 

leaving behind his former life in the 
Egyptian palace. Conversely, Pharaoh 
was the embodiment of ego, consider-
ing himself a god as he took credit for 
everything and exclaimed, “This is my 
Nile, I created it.” We all know how it 
turned out for Pharaoh and the Egyp-
tians.

We’re called to bless G-d through-
out our day as a constant reminder of 
the value of gratitude that should be a 
strong force in our life. Oftentimes, we 
complain about what we feel is miss-
ing and what we don’t have rather than 
look at what we’ve accomplished and 
all that we have to be truly thankful 
for. The choice is ours: the glass can be 
half full or half empty. When we awake 
with the appreciation of the Blessing of 
another day of life, all our gripes and 
complaints become diminished. In 
short, the key to happiness is not want-
ing what you don’t have but being hap-
py with what you do have. The Pirke 
Avot teaches: “Who is rich? The one 

n Rabbi 
    Lawrence
    Dermer

who is happy with his/her lot.”
The term for gratitude in Hebrew is 

hakarat ha’tov, which literally means 
“recognizing the good.” When we’re 
able to “recognize the good,” even in 
little ways, it will allow us to notice the 
good in other parts of our lives. Grati-
tude multiplies, and the more we give 
thanks, the more reasons we will find 
to be thankful. 

In Judaism, Thanksgiving is tra-
ditionally mentioned three times ev-
ery day, in the “Birkat Hoda’ah” or 
“Thanksgiving Blessing.” We also 
give thanks by saying a blessing be-
fore we eat with the Birkat Hamazon 
or grace after meals. Expressing our 
gratitude to G-d for the bounty of the 
earth is also a very Jewish thing to do. 
We say “Modim anachnu lach…” “We 
are thankful…” Every day of the year 
we’re called to keep God’s blessing on 
our lips and in our hearts.

Our generation has been blessed 
to witness events that no one thought 

were possible just a few years ago. 
How can we be anything other than 
grateful for living in a time when the 
Jewish homeland, Eretz Yisrael, has 
been miraculously established, grown 
and flourished beyond our wildest 
dreams? We’ve returned to the prom-
ised land after 1,900 years in exile. 
Gratitude! We should be grateful for 
the freedom to practice and express 
ourselves Jewishly whether we choose 
to live here or in Israel.

This year may we all bring an at-
titude of gratitude toward everyone in 
our lives as we give thanks to G-d who 
is the source of all our shared ideals 
and our beloved Torah. May we be de-
termined to partner with G-d to repair 
the world through acts of generosity, 
caring and loving kindness. 

Happy Thanksgiving!
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.

What would you do?
Generally, a “breakthrough” is 

a good thing – a solution to a 
frustrating problem that seems 

very complex until that “Aha!” break-
through moment when it suddenly 
seems clear and simpler.

Nowadays, a breakthrough can 
be not so good, like 
when the Covid virus 
breaks through our 
vaccine shields which 
were once thought to 
be bulletproof. 

As many of you 
know, I was one of 
very many who ex-
perienced that kind 

of breakthrough just before Rosh Ha-
shanah. I am grateful to God for the 
alignment (kavanah in Hebrew) of my 
decision just a few weeks before to 
cancel in-person worship for the holi-
days with what was going to happen. 
There is even thanksgiving we offer, 
barukh shekeevanee, when God aligns 
us that way, or causes our thinking to 
align with others far wiser than us. 
Otherwise, I would likely have been 
the “Spreader in Chief” at my syna-
gogue at the worst possible time!

I am also grateful for all the concern 
that was expressed. I was relieved when 
the two Mrs. Diamonds at home tested 
negative and then eventually I did too.

Over seven decades, I have nar-
rowed down my “operating proce-
dures” to some pretty basic rules. Di-
amond’s Rule# 3 is: It is easier to get 
into a situation than it is to get out of  
it. Its corollary is: It always seemed like 
a good idea at the time. An example 
would be: It’s simpler deciding when 
to take shelter than knowing when it is 
safe to come out.” 

That’s my situation at my syna-
gogue, and I keep on getting it wrong. 
One of the jobs of a leader is to encour-
age the people to seek safety as danger 
approaches and then tell them when it 
is safe to return to their accustomed 

routines and places. 
As Rule #3 states, it was easy for 

me to see when we needed to close our 
actual doors (although it took me too 
long to give in to “going virtual” since 
it felt like surrendering). But I have re-
peatedly been too eager to get back to 
my “accustomed routines” which, in 
my case, involves affecting lots of oth-
er people who are part of what I do. For 
example, although it seems ridiculous 
now, when I canceled our Seder sup-
per early in April 2020, I immediately 
started thinking of a Pesah Shaynee, 
the backup Passover allowed by the 
Torah a month later! Who knew?

By nature, the moment there seems 
to be a glimmer of hope, I jump all over 
it rather than giving it time to play itself 
out. In the case of Covid and resuming 
in-person activities at the synagogue, 
this has amounted to lots of false starts 
causing frustration and confusion.

Is it safe enough to resume our 
weekly dinners? And of equal or even 
greater importance, regardless of the 
hard-to-know objective conditions 
around here, do people feel safe enough 
to come out for them? Are they right to 
feel and act as if things are unsafe, or is 
it my role to show them conditions are 
safer enough now to return to some-
thing closer to normalcy at the shul? 

But are they, and if they are, what’s 
to say that some other more virulent it-
eration of this virus will not circle back 
again as it did this summer and once 
again upend our plans? How long must 
we wait to find out?

Of course, surrendering to the un-
knowable and doing nothing is the eas-
iest choice. But that’s not the stuff of 
leadership, and it certainly isn’t me. It’s 
my job show the way, but what to do in 
the face of uncertainty? So help me out 
here. What would you do in my place? 
Email me at synfree@comcast.net.
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.

n Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond

n Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

Eating as a Jew
Is a fish in the shape of a shrimp 

kosher? Are imitation bacon bits 
kosher? Is fake pork kosher? The 

answer is no, yes and no. These ques-
tions arose because it 
was announced that 
Impossible Foods, 
the plant-based meat 
company, is releas-
ing a long-awaited 
new product, Im-
possible Pork. But, 
unlike the Impossi-
ble Burger, it won’t 
be certified kosher. 

There is nothing about the ingredients 
of Impossible Pork or the preparation 
that conflicts with Jewish dietary laws 
since it is completely plant-based. 
However, in the words of Rabbi Men-
acham Genack, CEO of the Orthodox 
Union’s kosher division, “In terms of 
sensitivities to the consumer, it didn’t 
get it.” 

Sensitivities around food have 
been an issue since Genesis. When 
human beings and even animals were 
first created, they were meant to be 
vegetarian. Genesis 1:29 reads, “God 
said, ‘See, I give you every seed-bear-
ing plant that is upon all the earth and 
every tree that has seed-bearing fruit; 
they shall be yours for food.’” 

It’s not until after the flood that 
God allows for small animals to be 
eaten. The Torah then goes into ex-
plicit details about which animals are 
kosher and not kosher. However, our 
tradition is savvy enough to realize 
that a BLT sandwich is still tempting. 
The desire to taste kosher versions of 
treif, non-kosher foods, goes back to 
the Talmud. In the Talmud, a pious 
woman named Yalta would seek out 
kosher foods that tasted like forbidden 
foods. She explained that for any item 
God prohibited, God also permitted a 
similar item. Pork may be treif, but the 
brain of a kosher shibuta fish tastes just 
like it. Yalta even asked her husband 

to find her something which tastes like 
meat cooked in milk, which is a defi-
nite no-no. Apparently, roast udders 
were the answer, which I definitely ha-
ven’t tried. But the point is that fake or 
imitation treif goes back as far as the 
Talmud. 

Our tradition tells us that we 
shouldn’t try and say, “I don’t want 
to eat non-kosher food.” Instead, we 
should say, “I would like to, but what 
can I do? My Father in heaven has de-
creed upon me not to.” In other words, 
to avoid non-kosher foods because we 
don’t like the taste or find them disgust-
ing would not be a mitzvah. The mitz-
vah is refraining from them despite the 
fact that bacon and lobster may be deli-
cious. So, ironically, eating fake bacon 
fulfills the mitzvah. It shows that we 
obviously want to eat it, but are finding 
a kosher means to do so. 

But there are limits. The question 
was asked, would fish in the shape of 
shrimp be kosher? In 1989, Reform 
rabbis said no. The main concern was 
a principle called marit ayin, literally, 
appearance to the eye. Someone could 
see you eating the fish in the shape of 
shrimp and think that shrimp was ko-
sher or that you were breaking a com-
mandment. Also, rabbinic Judaism 
built fences around the law to be cer-
tain no violations would occur. Perhaps 
eating fake shrimp would tempt one 
into trying out the real thing.

Ultimately, the disagreements and 
debates encourage us to pay attention 
to the food we eat and the reasons we 
do so, whether for health concerns, 
ethical reasons or religious practices. 
Eating as a Jew, whether traditionally 
kosher or not, is about being intention-
al about what we consume, acknowl-
edging there are limits and finding 
like-minded people to enjoy a good 
meal with.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.
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PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION

The Jewish Federation thanks all our 
advertisers for their continued support! 

Without them we would be unable  
to provide our readers with L’CHAYIM.  

We invite other businesses in our 
community to explore this valuable 

advertising opportunity.

For more information, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  
or send an email to LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
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n Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

Proud to be a Zionist
In my article last month, I wrote, 

“Sadly, many young Jews are reso-
nating to the anti-Israel voices that 

echo so loudly on college campuses 
and in the public square.”

Furthermore, for 
many, Zionism has 
become a dirty word. 
For me, Zionism and 
the Land of Israel are 
integral parts of what 
it means to be a Jew.

Too many Jews 
are ignorant of its 
history and therefore 
vulnerable to the pro-

paganda of those who condemn Israel 
as an outlaw state of Jews who arrived 
in the ’40s to steal the Palestinians’ 
land. More and more self-hating Jews 
join the antisemitic chorus that uses 
such terms as “racist,” “ethnic cleans-
ing,” “apartheid” or even “Nazi,” to 
describe the policies and actions of the 
Israel government.

Our connection to Israel did not 
begin in 1947 when the United Nations 
voted for the creation of a Jewish state. 

It did not begin in 1917 when Lord Ar-
thur James Balfour, Foreign Secretary 
of Great Britain, issued the famous 
Balfour Declaration affirming the right 
of the Jewish People to a homeland in 
what was then Palestine.

No, the unbroken physical and 
emotional connection between us Jews 
and that land dates, as the Book of 
Genesis attests to, the beginning of our 
emergence as a people 4,000 years ago. 
We, not today’s Palestinians, are the 
indigenous population of our ancient 
homeland.

For several hundred years until 
the end of World War I, the vast land 
area of the Middle East was under the 
control of the Ottoman Turks. Since 
the Ottoman Empire collapsed at the 
end of World War I, more than Arab 
peoples have realized their hopes for 
nationhood, sovereignty and recogni-
tion from the world community. Jews 
also lived in the land controlled by the 
Ottoman Empire. Why does the world 
begrudge us one tiny sliver of land to 
realize our national aspirations?

After the Holocaust, the world 

n Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

realized that had there been an Israel 
to which Jews could flee, Hitler never 
would have destroyed 2/3 of European 
Jewry. And so, the United Nations vot-
ed to partition the land into two small 
states: one Arab and one Jewish. The 
Jews of the world rejoiced that our 
2,000-year-old hope for nationhood 
was finally a reality. 

But the Arab world had other 
plans. They vowed to drive the new 
Jewish nation into the sea. They failed. 
For 19 years following, the Arab world 
boycotted Israeli goods and terrorized 
her borders.

In 1967, the Arabs again mobilized 
for an all-out military attack. They 
closed the straits of Tiran to Israeli 
shipping and ordered United Nations 
troops to leave the Sinai Desert. 

There lay Israel, ready, as Egypt’s 
President Gamal Abdul Nasser prom-
ised, for his troops to “drive Israel into 
the sea.” Amazingly, though, as Jews 
of the world trembled for her surviv-
al, Israel launched a preemptive strike 
against its enemies. In six days, Israel 
drove the Egyptian army across the Si-
nai Desert to the other side of the Suez 
Canal. In fierce fighting, they drove the 
Syrian troops off the Golan Heights 
where for years they had terrorized 
the citizens of Israel’s northland with 
bombs and Katusha rockets.

During those early June days 
when Israel’s survival lay in the bal-
ance and her brave soldiers had more 
than enough worry fighting Egypt on 
the southwestern front and Syria in the 
north, Jordan stood poised to invade 
Israel from the east. Israel’s Prime 
Minister, Levi Eshkol, sent a radio 
communiqué to King Hussein of Jor-
dan warning him to stay out of the war 
and declaring that Israel has no desire 
to engage his troops or cross into East 
Jerusalem.

King Hussein ignored Prime Min-
ister Eshkol’s warning and joined his 
Arab brethren in their effort to wipe 
Israel off the map of the world. His 

troops invaded West Jerusalem.
Those were the toughest battles of 

the war, but Israel liberated East Jeru-
salem and drove Jordan’s troops to the 
other side of the Jordan River. That is 
how the West Bank came into Israel’s 
hands.

Immediately after the war, Israel 
offered to sit down and make peace 
with all its enemies. The Arab world 
met at Khartoum, the capital of the 
Sudan, and responded to Israel’s offer 
with a declaration history has called 
the “three no’s.” There would be no 
recognition of Israel, no negotiations 
with Israel, and no peace.

Subsequent years have seen our 
enemies commit unspeakable acts of 
terror against the Jewish state, foment 
two major Arab uprisings and two hor-
rible wars in Lebanon. And today, a 
nearly nuclear Iran calls Israel a stain 
that they intend to wipe off the face of 
the earth. 

With Hezbollah to the north, 
Hamas to the south and Iran to the 
east, Israel continues to face formida-
ble odds to survive, and she needs our 
support

Being a Zionist does not mean we 
relinquish the right to criticize any pol-
icy of Israel’s that we think is wrong. 
But none of us should allow our crit-
icism to provide aid and political am-
munition for those – Jews and non-
Jews alike – who seek to destroy the 
Jewish state.

As Prime Minister Naftali Ben-
nett reminded the world in his recent 
speech at the United Nations, Israel 
lives in a very bad neighborhood. We 
must never forget that if the Arab states 
renounce terror, lay down their arms 
and acknowledge Israel’s right to exist, 
there will be peace. But if Israel lays 
down its arms or relaxes its vigilance, 
there will be no Israel.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on San-
ibel Island.

American House residents and students in the sukkah

Josh Dubin and Alex Reich

Struggle & blessing
Nothing worthwhile in life ever 

emerges without a certain ten-
sion and even pain. The birth 

of a baby, the building of a business, 
the creation of a career, the devel-

opment of a happy 
family life are all the 
products of people 
who are determined 
to wrestle with a 
challenging situation 
until it yields a bless-
ing. The remarkable 
thing is that we real-
ly never obtain any-
thing in life except 

by facing stress. As it challenges us, it 
tempers our iron and makes it steel. 

This theme of tempering through 
stress is illustrated in the following true 
story. America has produced only one 
great form of the violin. The original 
maker searched all his life for wood 
which would enable the violin to have 
a certain haunting and beautiful reso-

nance. He finally found the wood in the 
timberline, the last stand of trees above 
the Rockies, 12,000 feet above sea  
level. Up there where the winds blow 
so fiercely and steadily, the bark to the 
windward has no chance to grow. All 
the trees lean in one direction. But they 
stand firm and they do not fall to the 
ground. That wood, after facing years 
of challenge of the elements, is so res-
onant and beautiful that it sings to the 
touch of the bow. 

All of us all our lives will have to 
face stressful elements. Like our an-
cestors the Maccabees, we must have 
the courage to think, we must have the 
tenacity that love demands, we must 
have the desire to be and become ev-
erything that we might be in time. We 
must hold life firm, and in everything 
that we face we must be prepared to 
struggle and to hold fast until we have 
found our satisfaction.
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.

Bickering Jews

n Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

I chuckled when I read about the 
last Jew in Afghanistan. Zebu-
lon Simentov left Afghanistan in 

mid-September, but only after turning 
down earlier opportunities to get out. 

Mr. Simentov was 
refusing to give his 
wife, from whom he 
was estranged for 
many years and who 
lived in Israel, a get, 
a Jewish writ of di-
vorce. He knew that 
once he left Afghani-
stan, some Jewish au-
thority would compel 

him to authorize the get. (This is in 
fact what happened.) The Afghan gov-
ernment was thrilled to get rid of him. 
Twenty years ago, Simentov was one 
of two remaining Jews in Afghanistan. 
Back then, the Taliban imprisoned both 
of them, but they bickered so much that 
the guards freed them. (I’d like to think 
this was a clever ploy, but somehow, I 
doubt it.)

Bickering Jews. The Chanukah 
story we learned as kids was the cele-
bration of the recapturing of the Jerusa-
lem temple from forces of the Seleucid 
Greek ruler, Antiochus IV. That is par-
tially true. What really provoked the 
Maccabean revolt was that the temple 
priests were too cozy with the Seleu-
cid rulers. These priests, the Jerusa-
lem aristocracy, were enamored with 
the Greek lifestyle, including styles of 
clothing, language and education. To 
solidify their power, they converted Je-
rusalem into an independent polis, city-
state, removing its control from the 
people of the countryside. The Hash-
man (Hasmonean) family, a rural clan 
of priests, led a rebellion against the 
Jerusalem priests in 164 BCE. While 
the sequence of events is not clear, it is 
likely that the Seleucid forces came in 

to suppress a Jewish civil war.
There is a dark piece of our com-

munity – we Jews sometimes let our 
disagreements get out of hand. The 
rabbis said that the Second Temple was 
destroyed in 70 CE because of sinat 
chinam, baseless hatred. There may be 
historical truth to this. Then too, vari-
ous Jewish sects were fighting against 
each other. 

We Jews celebrate disagreement. I 
believe our ability to debate and con-
sider conflicting ideas is what kept us 
vibrant for 4,000 years. But our love 
of disagreement must be balanced by 
a commitment to K’lal Yisrael, the “to-
tality of the Jewish People.” Concern 
for other Jews, even those with whom 
we strongly disagree, must be our ulti-
mate commitment. 

Let me briefly change the subject. 
In antiquity, Sukkot was the most im-
portant festival of the year. It was the fi-
nal harvest holiday when people made 
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem to celebrate 
together. Interestingly, the haftaroth 
we chant on Sukkot have a messianic 
theme. The Jewish messianic ideal is 
of our people coming together to cele-
brate in Jerusalem. 

The Book of Maccabees says that 
the holiday of Chanukah is based on 
Sukkot. It was celebrated for eight days 
because, months earlier, the people had 
not been able to celebrate the eight-day 
festival of Sukkot in the temple. 

This gives us insight into the real 
miracle of Chanukah. Somehow, for 
eight days, we put our disagreements 
aside to celebrate together. This is the 
power of those lights: they can bring 
us to celebrate our freedom and culture 
together. Maybe, this year, even Zeb-
ulon Simentov will feel the power of 
those lights.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.
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Proud to be a Zionist
Chabad at FGCU’s incredible holiday season
By Rabbi Mendel Gordon

FGCU Jewish students had an in-
credible holiday season. Starting 
with Rosh Hashanah, we got to-

gether for a wonderful brisket dinner. 
The door kept swinging open with 
more and more students walking in to 
celebrate. On the second day, we had 
a large crowd for shofar blowing with 
tashlich in the center of the campus. 

On Yom Kippur many students 
fasted for the first time, or used the 
DIY Yom Kippur booklets we gave 
out, concluding with a great breakfast.

Then it was on to Sukkot. That’s 
where the real fun started. In addition 
to the large sukkah at Chabad of Bo-
nita Springs, we had two sukkahs on 

campus – one in the center of the main 
campus and a second near the fresh-
men dorms. 

We had an awesome time. On 
the first night of Sukkot, students en-
joyed a falafel and shawarma dinner at 
Chabad. The sukkah was packed wall 
to wall. On the following days we had 
Subs in Sukkah on campus, and an 
open snack bar for students to pop by 
and enjoy anytime. 

The Sunday of Sukkot saw a girls’ 
night out, painting the message of Suk-
kot. We each have something unique, 
and when we unite, together we com-
plete each other.

The holiday celebrations didn’t 
just stay on campus. We brought the 
joy to others as well. A group of stu-
dents helped put up a sukkah at Amer-
ican House assisted living, giving the 
eight Jewish residents there a chance 
to celebrate the holiday. It was a lot 
of work to put up a sukkah and take it 
down in one day, but it was well worth 
it, seeing the excitement of our senior 
friends stepping into a sukkah for the 
first time in many years. 

The grand finale of the holiday 
season concluded with Simchat Torah, 
celebrating the completion of the Torah 
and starting again from the beginning. 

We joined Chabad 
of Bonita Springs 
for a lively celebra-
tion with singing 
and dancing with 
the Torahs. “It was 
the first time I held 
a Torah since my 
bar mitzvah,” Alex 
remarked.

Another spe-
cial part of Sim-
chat Torah during 
the day, was when 
two students, who 
are Kohanim, gave 

the special Kohen blessing. Preston did 
the blessing for the first time in his life, 
following the tradition of many gener-
ations of Kohanim back to the times of 
Moses.

The holidays may have ended, but 
the joy, connection, energy and Jewish 
pride are something we’ll take with us 
into the rest of the year!

For more information or to get in-
volved, contact me at chabadfgcu@
gmail.com or 347.452.0489, or visit 
chabadfgcu.com.

Joseph Horowitz 
Israel Travel Grant 

available through the  
Community Foundation 

of the Jewish Federation  
of Lee and Charlotte Counties..    

 

is proud to offer the SStteevvaann  &&  MMaarriillyynn  SSiimmoonn  FFaammiillyy  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp.  

 
 
 

This scholarship is open to those at least high school age who 
demonstrate leadership qualities and will be participating in a      
2-week or longer program in Israel.  

 

A short essay is required.  
 
 
 

For more information, and to access the application, visit the    
TOP Jewish Foundation website at topjewishfoundation.org  

For more information   
visit jewishfederationlcc.org 

At girls’ night out in the  sukkah, students painted the message of Sukkot

American House residents and students in the sukkah

Josh Dubin and Alex Reich

Students Preston Cohen, Carley Scolnik, Levi 
Centanni and Alex Alvarez with Dolly and Ginger
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TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
September 2021. What a month it was. 
I still cannot get over the excitement 
from September. As the month pro-
gressed, I thought for sure we would 
run out of energy, but it seems our ac-
tivity only grew throughout the month. 

It all started innocently enough 
with Rosh Hashanah, online. Follow-
ing the congregational service, several 
of our families tuned in for a “High-
lights of Rosh Hashanah” program. 
Because our youngest children don’t 
get into the sanctuary that often (espe-
cially since the Covid-19 pandemic be-
gan), we felt it was important to bring 
them inside. We toured the synagogue, 
reviewed what we had learned about 
Rosh Hashanah and then discussed 
what makes Rosh Hashanah different 
from other days. We were thrilled to 
have Cantor Matthew Austerklein join 
us, chanting for the students, and our 
Rabbi Marc Sack read a story to the 
students. We concluded our Rosh Ha-
shanah program with shofar blowing. 
It was so much fun. I only wish we 

could have been together 
in person. 

In the middle of the 
holidays, we participat-

ed in a JNF-sponsored 9/11 education 
program. Because our students are 
too young to have lived through the 
events of 9/11, it is important that we 
teach about its importance, relevance 
and impact. We learned about how our 
community heroes protect us and what 
they did that day, how the anniversary 
of 9/11 is important to our community 
heroes, and how the United States and 
Israel are connected through the trag-
edy. We also learned about the 9/11 
memorial in Je-
rusalem. Letters, 
coloring pages 
and a framed print 
of the 9/11 memo-
rial in Jerusalem 
were sent to the 
Iona McGregor 
Fire Station 74. 
We hope to invite 
our heroes to join 
us next year in 
person. 

A few days 
later it was Yom 
Kippur, and we 
met again online, 

this time for an inter-
active reading of Jonah 
and the Whale. It was 
so much fun seeing the 
children’s faces light 
up as they read from 
the slides (especially 
since in our version 
of the story, the whale 
burps up Jonah up). 
Again, my only wish 
was that we could have 
met in person and acted 
it out as a play. 

Just when we 
thought the holidays 
were wrapping up, we 
decided to try some-
thing new and celebrate 
with “Sushi in the Suk-
kah” on Friday, Sep-
tember 24. The sushi 
event was more geared 
for adults, but before 
the reservations could 
be tallied, we realized 
20 children would be 
attending. It should go 
without saying, we or-

 

Results of  
a recent  
national     
survey of 

25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
making a     

difference in the 
lives of families 
raising Jewish 

children.. 

TEMPLE BETH EL SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Beth El Religious School
Alyssa Raab
In September and the beginning of Oc-
tober, things really picked up at Tem-
ple Beth El Religious School! We are 
making new friends as our community 
expands. Ten new families joined in on 
the fun and learning. Our students dec-
orated our sukkah with beautiful upcy-
cled flower garlands made from water 
bottles, construction paper lanterns, 
and paper chains covered generously 
with stickers. We shook the lulav and 
the etrog in the sukkah, and sang morn-
ing blessings together, led by Rabbi 
Nicole Luna and student volunteers.

We learned about the holidays of 
Sukkot and Simchat Torah. Our young-
est students made small edible sukkahs 
and flags, talked about healing and 
made “hugging hands” to share with 
someone who needs healing. They 
sampled homemade matzah ball soup 
brought in by Morah Lindsay.

Our middle class went into the 
sanctuary and learned about the Torah 

scrolls with Morah Jessi-
ca and Rabbi Luna and 
crafted their own Torah 
out of construction paper. 

They practiced singing different ver-
sions of the aleph bet song while learn-
ing about Jewish values, and practicing 
our Hebrew vocabulary and letters. 

Our oldest class had fun playing 
“Shimon says” with Morah Judy and 
Morah Paula as a brain break between 
all their learning about Jewish values, 
Hebrew and the blessings. 

The Confirmation class held a dis-
cussion with Rabbi Luna to prepare for 
their upcoming visit to the Gulf Coast 
Humane Society. 

What’s next? With morning prayers 
taking place outdoors due to Covid, 
we are excited for the potential “cold 
fronts” that Floridians look forward to 
at the end of each fall. We plan to add 
an “Ask the Rabbi” box for students to 
submit questions (they come up with 
some good ones). We are already look-
ing toward Hanukkah preparations and 
ideas. And, as always, we look forward 
to seeing what the students will get up 
to each week!

dered pizza too. We didn’t get to eat 
our “Pizza in the Hut” because a storm 
arrived, but we moved indoors and a 
good time was had by all. 

On Sunday, September 26, our 
children met in the sukkah and had 
my favorite meal: Cereal in the Suk-
kah. We shook our lulavs, enjoyed our 
breakfast with the rabbi and then went 
inside to do some Israeli dancing with 
our friends at the Jewish Federation. 

Then, on the next night, we met yet 
again for Simchat Torah! The weather 
could not have been better. Rabbi Sack 
conducted an outdoor service, and 
families came and had fun together. We 

painted our faces, decorated Simchat 
Torah flags, played games and roasted 
marshmallows. Even the deputy got in-
volved in s’more fun. We also got to 
(finally) eat our pizza in the hut. 

I’m tired just reviewing all of that. 
I’m so glad October is a normal month.

For more information about Tem-
ple Judea Religious School or our pro-
gramming, contact me at 239.433.0201 
or tjswfledu@gmail.com.

Students learn about the Torah scrolls with Morah Jessica and Rabbi Nicole Luna

Sibling rivalry knows no bounds, even with tic-tac-toe

Israeli dancing with friends

Facepainting fun
Learning about the lulav and etrog  

with Rabbi Marc Sack
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Earn CAS Credits
The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

PPJJ  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  RRAADDIIOO  LLIIVVEE!!  
 

Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids       
music — anytime, anywhere.    

Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online  
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs 

from hundreds of artists across the globe. 
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks       

for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime. 
 

• Listen to the music online 

• Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play       
or Tune In Radio  
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from hundreds of artists across the globe. 
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks       

for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime. 
 

• Listen to the music online 

• Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play       
or Tune In Radio  

PPJJ  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  RRAADDIIOO  LLIIVVEE!!  
 

Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids       
music — anytime, anywhere.    

Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online  
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs 

from hundreds of artists across the globe. 
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks       

for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime. 
 

• Listen to the music online 

• Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play       
or Tune In Radio  

DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! 
 

SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in  

Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

 

More information,     
contact Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
November     5:   6:24
November  12:   5:21
November  19:   5:18
November  26:   5:17

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

Students learn about the Torah scrolls with Morah Jessica and Rabbi Nicole Luna

Learning about the lulav and etrog  
with Rabbi Marc Sack
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HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011

SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
REFORM 

 

10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers            
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center) 
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton  
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner  
each Friday at 6:30 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with  
the rabbi every Saturday morning  
from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 773-251-8862 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 
(in the Bernwood Centre)  
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W. 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study:  
Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School:  
Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00 -7:00 p.m. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

PO Box 61346 
Fort Myers, FL 33906          
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail:  info@templebethel.com  
Learning Tree Preschool Director:  
Jesyca Virnig    
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com                        
President: Hank Betchen                                     
Email: HankTBE@gmail.com                                  
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235               
Web site: www.templebethel.com                          
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;  
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai 
Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &  
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday   
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
Rabbi Devora Buchen 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org 
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious School: Wednesday  
4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen:  
Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
Organizations:  
Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Family Service  
(1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 

www.Jewishfederationlcc.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

P.O. Box 722, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Leonard E. Minsky, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
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CHAVURAT SHALOM
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

ORGANIZATIONSORGANIZAT IONS

Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold
and Marcia Rudin
We have entered into November, the 
transition between autumn and winter, 
the month of Thanksgiving. While not 
as dense with holidays as September 
was this year, November has several 
critical dates too. Election Day is Tues-
day, November 2. Daylight Savings 
Time ends on Sunday, November 7. It 
is necessary to remember Kristallnacht 
on Tuesday, November 9. Veterans 
deserve remembrance of their contri-
butions on behalf of the country on 
Thursday, November 11. Thanksgiving 
Day is on Thursday, November 25.

One can see some connections be-
tween the Sukkot harvest holiday and 
the American Thanksgiving holiday. 
Before sailing to the New World, the 
Pilgrims lived for a decade among Se- 
phardic Jews in Holland and observed 
Jewish holidays including the Sukkot 

harvest festival. The first 
American Thanksgiving 
meal of local foods was 
eaten together outdoors 
by the Native Americans 

and the Pilgrims. Jews are encouraged 
to welcome friends and family to dine 
in the sukkah. Thanksgiving today con-
tinues to feature seasonally inspired 
foods from the harvest together with 
family and friends.

Chanukah starts on Sunday, No-
vember 28. Taking all health precau-
tions, there will be an in-person Cha-
nukah party on Sunday, December 5 
at 1605 Middle Gulf Drive on Sanibel. 
Details to follow.

The members of Chavurat Sha-
lom of SWFL are thankful for all that 
has been accomplished together this 
past year. There is a Shabbat service 
every Friday evening in which ev-
eryone from all religious traditions is 
welcome to participate. The Shabbat 
service is lay-led. Services are a blend 
of English readings and poems, and 
Hebrew prayers and comforting songs. 
That means that interested participants 

may take whatever part is comfortable. 
Come to one of the Friday Shabbat ser-
vices via Zoom starting at 7:30 p.m., 
lasting for about one hour, by sending 
an email to chavuratshalom@gmail.
com. 

We are thankful for the ongoing 
Thursday Talk Series at 11:00 a.m. 
in November. On November 4, Ellen  
Feingold will speak on the seven spe-
cies of plants that are mentioned in 
the Bible and their value for health. 
The historical context and impact of 
Kristallnacht will be presented by 
Rabbi James Rudin on November 11. 
Another wonderful “text of the month” 
chosen by Rabbi Myra Soifer will be 
discussed on November 18. So that 
everyone may celebrate Thanksgiving 
Day on November 25, there will be no 
Chavurat Shalom program. To join the 
classes and receive the Zoom link, send 
a request to the above email address. 

We are thankful for the Saturday 
morning Jewish Current Events start-
ing at 11:00 a.m. led by Leonard Min-
sky, President of Chavurat Shalom. 
Join us and share your opinion about 

any number of vital current events 
concerning the U.S., Israel and Jews 
anywhere in the world. This is the per-
fect way to keep up to date in a quick-
ly changing world and to express your 
views. Request the Zoom link from the 
email address above.

There are people in need of sup-
port due to the loss of a loved one. 
The next grief session is scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 24 at 6:00 p.m. 
on Zoom. Anyone who may benefit 
from a supportive group focused on 
grief is welcome to participate. Send 
an email request to chavuratshalom@
gmail.com.

Simply put, we are thankful that 
we have each other in these uncertain 
days. Chavurat Shalom is a welcom-
ing community committed to the study 
and celebration of our Jewish cultural 
heritage and religious traditions. Come 
and join us and be with friends. Visit 
the up-to-date website at www.chavu-
ratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org for 
the current schedule or send an email 
to the address noted above for informa-
tion and Zoom links to programs.

HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011
Joyce Toub
Lynn Wilner, twice Collier/Lee Ha-
dassah President, and one of the most 
caring, sensitive people I have ever 
met, is no longer with us. After fight-
ing breast cancer for many years, she 
passed away on September 18, just two 
days after Yom Kippur.

Lynn was one of the first women I 
met when I moved to Naples in 2016. 
She was a dedicated, knowledgeable, 
inspiring woman, always ready to 
serve and help out. When you’re sur-
rounded by wonderful people such as 
Lynn, and a string of other wonderful 
role models, you see boundless possi-
bilities of the good you can do in this 
world. For me, the vehicle is Hadassah. 
Lynn would want it this way. A Hadas-

sah Perpetual Yahrzeit 
for Lynn was donated by 
many Hadassah mem-
bers.

A passage from the 
High Holiday services 

gives us both a glimpse of the past and 
the future that I share with you:

If we must face disappointment, 
help us to learn patience.

If we must face sorrow, help us to 
learn sympathy.

If we must face pain, help us to 
learn strength.

If we must face danger, help us to 
learn courage.

If we must face failure, help us to 
learn endurance.

If we achieve success, help us to 
learn gratitude.

If we attain prosperity, help us to 
learn generosity.

If we win praise, help us to learn 
humility.

If we are blessed with joy, help us 
to learn sharing.

If we are blessed with health, help 
us to learn caring.

Caring is what Hadassah is all 
about! Please join us for our upcoming 
programs that will educate, enlighten 
and engage you. 

On October 25, Dina Kraft of “The 
Branch,” Hadassah’s podcast, will dis-
cuss relationships between Israelis and 
Arabs. A longtime foreign correspon-
dent, Kraft has reported for The New 
York Times, Los Angeles Times and The 
Christian Science Monitor. She was a 
2012 Nieman Fellow at Harvard Uni-
versity and received the 2020 B’nai 
B’rith World Center-Jerusalem Award 
for Journalism.

On November 16, our program 
will feature Patricia Levinson, Ha-
dassah International Communications 
Chair. She will give us an overview of 
Hadassah’s interventions globally and 

how they have handled the Covid epi-
demic. Patricia was born in South Af-
rica and has a degree in biochemistry 
and an MBA. She has served on the 
National Board/National Assembly for 
Hadassah for 31 years. I met Patricia 
about 40 years ago and each year her 
Hadassah involvement has increased.

On December 1, we’ll offer our 
Symposium, “Body, Mind and Spir-
it,” a Webinar on Women’s Health and 
Wellness from 10:00 a.m. to noon. The 
interactive program will feature a panel 
discussion with three experts who will 
examine self-care for mental health, 
care for the caregivers and nutrition 
on women’s heart health. Our keynote 
speaker will discuss living a longer, 
more purposeful life. Interludes rang-
ing from music to body movements and 
humor will be interspersed throughout. 
It is an event not to be missed. Please 
check our eblasts and Hadassah Hap-
penings for additional information.

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
Champions of local Jewish history
Marina Berkovich

The headline of this article is our 
relatively new catchy tagline. Because 
we are very into our mission, which in-
cludes an ongoing celebration of contri-
butions Jews have made in Southwest 
Florida and the positive impact they’ve 
made on the entire community, we like 
to garner as much support around it as 
we possibly can. It is said locally that 
people give more charitable support to 
organizations where help to children is 
involved. Are there any children on the 
receiving end of our work? Let’s make 
that connection together by preserving 
the local Jewish history for the young-
er generations piece by piece, creating 
a historical trail they will one day be 
proud to share with their own children. 
Thus, we will be ensuring the continu-
ity of passage that generations prior to 

ours did not have.
In a recent interview 

I gave, I was asked to 
comment on the very 
dark history of SWFL 

as it relates to the Jews, especially in 
Collier County and Naples. It is a fairly 
recent history, not even a half-century 
old. And since the Jewish Historical 
Society of SWFL was formed in 2010, 
we are on a mission of collecting and 
maintaining a positive record of Jew-
ish accomplishments in SWFL. They 
are numerous and continue to accumu-
late faster than we can trail them. And 
the best and most important achieve-
ment of them all is a vibrant, thriving, 
friendly, growing Jewish community 
– a result of the work of individuals, 
organizations and Federations, who 
spent the last three decades investing 
in this effort precisely because of that 
dark and ugly past. 

Our goal is never to erase the past. 
What happened, happened, and we 
have witnesses to testify to its veracity, 
and anecdotally and substantively pro-

vide us with situations and dates of cer-
tain events. But we cannot, as a group 
of people, make ourselves victims of 
abuse, because that does not lead to 
a desired environment for adults and 
youth. We need to be proud of who 
we are at all times. We are embraced 
by non-Jews when we proudly stand 
together and with Israel and unapolo-
getically practice our faith. We proudly 
teach our next generations – in addition 
to what they are learning at temples 
and synagogues – the history of our 
local Jewish community, its interaction 
with community at large, and its con-
tributions of skill, knowledge, talent, 
resources and vision. This has helped 
our Jewish brethren in every corner of 
the earth.

On January 16, 2022, we will cel-
ebrate Florida Jewish History Month 
with our own steel magnolia, Rosalee 
Bogo, whose determination and per-
severance have brought the Collier 
County/Greater Naples Jewish com-
munity into its current upward slope. 
On February 6, we are partnering with 

The Holocaust Museum and Cohen Ed-
ucation Center to honor Jack Nortman 
and to raise matching funds for the FE 
and Jack Nortman Boxcar Education 
Grant, so generously given by them.

Please save the dates for these 
two fabulous Sunday brunch events, 
buy tickets online or call us. There are 
many sponsorship and donor opportu-
nities.

Help us fulfill our mission of his-
torical preservation and education: 
Family Membership is $54; Individual 
Membership is $36; Student Member-
ship is $18. Please join us online by en-
tering the appropriate amount or mail 
your check to:
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/
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L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers,  
committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.

Changing your address? 
Keep L’CHAYIM coming 

to your home. Email 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

This November, we share the warmth 
and glow of our Chanukah candles 
with all our friends and family. 

The vitality of the Temple Beth El 
congregation is enhanced by our vi-
brant committees, a few of which are 
highlighted below. We welcome every-
one to join in all we offer to our South-
west Florida community. 

Temple Beth El has many weekly 
classes and discussion groups that cov-
er a wide area of interests. New this 
year is our Zoom meeting featuring 
“Twelve Jewish Steps to Recovery” 
book study. This program has been an 
enormous success, offering resources 
and community for those battling ad-
diction. With great pride, we’ve seen 
this meeting expand from a few indi-
viduals in a conference room to now 
having participants from across the 

United States and as far 
away as Israel. All are 
welcome, and details are 
available on our website.

Have you wondered 
where to find clear, ob-
jective sources of infor-

mation about Israel? This has been a 
goal of Temple Beth El’s Israel Com-
mittee, and it recommends three web-
sites: camera.org, honestreporting.
com and standwithus.com. The Israel 
Committee is dedicated to fighting an-
ti-Zionism and antisemitism. Contact 
Jerry Kobrin at jerrytbe@gmail.com 
for further information on the Israel 
Committee.

The Mitzvah Committee contin-
ues to provide opportunities for con-
gregants and friends to do mitzvot to 
improve our world and to improve 
ourselves in the process. Making an 
impact in Southwest Florida, we have 
collected hundreds of pounds of dona-
tions at the monthly Drive In Drop Off 
food and feminine products drop-off 
days. Donations are accepted at Temple 
Beth El on the first Tuesday at 10:00 

a.m. We welcome you to check us out! 
Contact tbemitzvahcommittee@gmail.
com for further information.

Plan to attend the next TBE Book 
Club virtual gathering on Wednesday, 
November 3 at 2:45 p.m. to pick the 
book selections for the remainder of 
the season. All are welcome.

Sisterhood programming resumes 
with two exciting programs. In mem-
ory of Kristallnacht, the movie Double 
Protection will be shown on Sunday, 
November 7 at 1:00 p.m.. Produced by 
Jacqueline Bril Ruberto, it is a love sto-
ry about three generations of the Bril 
family. The movie is dedicated to her 
parents who miraculously survived the 
Holocaust. There will be a Q&A with 
her after the screening. 

On Thursday, December 16 at 7:00 
p.m., join Sisterhood for a funny, nos-
talgic, musical show, “Fabulous Fan-
ny – The Songs and Stories of Fanny 
Brice.” It will be livestreamed. This 
fundraiser for Sisterhood will cost $18 
per household. 

The year 2022 will bring more 
movies with Jewish themes, motiva-

tional speakers and, of course, our 
March 30 Sheila Duerden Memorial 
Mah Jongg Tournament. Our website 
at templebethel.com is your source of 
information for all upcoming programs 
and events.

The very popular Men’s Club- 
sponsored virtual Bingo started up 
again in October and will continue on 
Sunday, November 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

Finally, looking to the future, Tem-
ple Beth El is proud to announce that 
Lincoln Must will be called to the To-
rah as a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, No-
vember 20. Mazel Tov! We send our 
best wishes to Lincoln and his family 
on reaching this milestone. 

May we all enjoy a safe and joy-
ous Chanukah and Thanksgiving. To 
learn more about Temple Beth El and 
our programs, visit templebethel.com. 
Follow us on Facebook @Temple 
BethElofFortMyers and on Instagram 
@templebethelfortmyers for updates, 
information and more details about our 
community experiences.

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

The Community Free Synagogue’s 
weekly Sabbath Eve meals should be 
resuming soon. Please visit www.fort-
myerssynagogue.com for details. Until 
then, worship on Sabbath Eve contin-
ues at 7:00 p.m. both in person at the 
synagogue and on Zoom, which is 
easily accessed via the congregation’s 
website.

Torah Study is on Zoom only on 
Sabbath mornings starting at 9:30 
a.m. Weekly Adult Education is every 
Tuesday starting at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 
only. Weekly Zoom classes with Rabbi 
Bruce Diamond have been continuing 
without interruption for 18 consecutive 
months, covering a vast range of Jew-
ish learning. The most recent unit, a 
history of Jewish immigration to North 

America, will be con-
cluding in early Novem-
ber. For more informa-
tion and weekly reading 
assignments, email syn-
free@comcast.net.

Mazel Tov to Rab-
bi Diamond and family at the arrival 
of his newest grandniece, Ezri Noa 
Diamond, born to Joshua and Taryn  
Diamond.

Best wishes to David Heligman 
and Claudia Rands who will marry in 
early November.

Deepest sympathies are extended 
to Steve Starr on the September pass-
ing of his mother Sara, and to Emily 
Semansky at the death of husband Bar-
ry, also in September.

Now in its 16th year, the Commu-
nity Free Synagogue, led by its found-
er, Rabbi Bruce Diamond, meets at the 
S.W. Florida Masonic Center, 10868 
Metro Pkwy., Fort Myers. All programs 
and events are free and open to the pub-
lic without membership requirements.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

Shalom Life Center is Southwest Flor-
ida’s warm and welcoming home for 
contemporary Jewish life with a pas-
sionate commitment to community and 
spiritual growth where everyone is al-
ways welcome!

In addition to our uplifting, musi-
cal and meaningful Livestream Shab-
bat experience every Friday night at 
7:30 p.m., we are excited to be return-
ing to in-person worship with “Shabbat 
Under the Stars.” Everyone is always 
welcome to join us as we experience 
Shabbat together under our beautiful 
Southwest Florida skies. 

Every Saturday morning at 10:00 
a.m. SLC offers an interactive and par-
ticipatory Torah and Kabbalah study 
led by Rabbi Lawrence Dermer with 

a focus on the relevance 
of our timeless traditions 
and bringing the ancient 
wisdom of Torah into our 
daily lives. 

SLC offers individ-
ualized Bar/Bat Mitz-

vah preparation, Torah and Kabbalah 
study, Women’s Circle, Men’s Club, 
Book Club, Yiddish Culture Club, 
special events, concerts, dinners and 
so much more. If you’d like to learn 
more, please send us an email or give 
us a call.

SLC also offers many other oppor-
tunities to enhance your Jewish life and 
learning, and further your involvement 
in community service while making 
friends in a warm and welcoming com-
munity. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center where community is family and 
prayer is always inspirational, mean-
ingful and musical. For more informa-
tion, visit www.shalomlifecenter.org.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

Bereishit is a beginning. We begin 
reading the Torah again, we begin a 
new year, and at Temple Beth Sha-
lom we are beginning a new stage in 
our history. After 18 years as Rabbi at 
Temple Beth Shalom, Rabbi Devora 
Buchen has transitioned from Rabbi 
to Rabbi Emeritus, and we hope she 
will continue to be an active part of our 
congregation for many years to come.

Services will continue to be held 
weekly and will be led by a combina-
tion of members, guest cantors, can-
torial soloists and, we hope, a student 

rabbi. The congregation 
is excited to have the 
opportunity to try out a 
variety of different styles 
and options, including 
new melodies to the tra-
ditional prayers, services 

all in English, new readings and more.
Although we will be without a rab-

bi for the foreseeable future, we contin-
ue to be a strong and vibrant congrega-
tion. The close friendships and feelings 
of family will help us weather the chal-
lenges and achieve new heights.

Now that the holidays are over and 
the weather is cooling off, the activities 
are picking up. We have an enrichment 
night every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., 
and Saturday night movies also at 7:30 
p.m. Rosh Hodesh will start again on 
Thursday, November 4 and the topic 

will be Women’s Prayers. The Book 
Club will meet on Thursday, October 
28 to discuss Gateway to the Moon by 
Mary Morris. Game Day was so much 
fun that we made it a monthly activity. 
What started out as a few friends tak-
ing pictures has morphed into the TBS 
Photography Club. Tot Shabbat will 
also resume in November.

Guests are always welcome at 
Temple Beth Shalom and we invite 
you to join us for Shabbat services and 
all of our activities. For more informa-
tion, call 239.772.4555 or email temple 
bethshalomcommunnications@gmail.
com. For more up-to-date information, 
visit our website at www.templebeth 
shalomcc.org.
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America, will be con-
cluding in early Novem-
ber. For more informa-
tion and weekly reading 
assignments, email syn-
free@comcast.net.

Mazel Tov to Rab-
bi Diamond and family at the arrival 
of his newest grandniece, Ezri Noa 
Diamond, born to Joshua and Taryn  
Diamond.

Best wishes to David Heligman 
and Claudia Rands who will marry in 
early November.

Deepest sympathies are extended 
to Steve Starr on the September pass-
ing of his mother Sara, and to Emily 
Semansky at the death of husband Bar-
ry, also in September.

Now in its 16th year, the Commu-
nity Free Synagogue, led by its found-
er, Rabbi Bruce Diamond, meets at the 
S.W. Florida Masonic Center, 10868 
Metro Pkwy., Fort Myers. All programs 
and events are free and open to the pub-
lic without membership requirements.

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

Adult Education classes began Mon-
day evening, October 18 and will con-
tinue Monday evenings through the 
end of November. There is still time to 
enroll, and the classes are open to the 
community:

• Poetry of the Parasha from 6:15 
to 7:15 p.m. with Rabbi Michael 
Schorin

• Haftaroth 101 from 6:15 to 7:15 
p.m. with Tab Scribner

• Nexus Points in Jewish History 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. with Rabbi 
Marc Sack

• Hebrew Reading for Beginners 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. with Tab Scrib-
ner
Rabbi Sack’s monthly lunchtime 

Torah study will be on Thursday, No-

vember 4. The class is 
held the first Thursday 
of each month, at noon, 
at the offices of Myers 
& Brettholz. There is no 
cost to attend, and all lev-
els of Jewish background 

are welcome. Call Rabbi Sack for more 
information.

Chaverot has several activities 
planned for the next few months. 
Chaverot members began a month-
ly “Let’s Walk, Let’s Talk” stroll that 
started October 21. The first walk was 
around Lakes Park. The next walk 
will be on Thursday, November 18 at 
9:00 a.m. around Lakes Park. Morning 
weather is just right for a nice walk. 
Afterwards, those interested will go for 
a cup of coffee and “a nosh.” Contact 
Leni Sack or call the synagogue office 
if you are interested.

A new monthly Chaverot Lunch 
and Learn program is beginning at 
Temple Judea. Come to the introduc-
tory session to share ideas and plan for 

future lunches. Bring a dairy lunch; 
we’ll provide the drinks. Lunch and 
Learn will begin on Wednesday, No-
vember 10 at 11:30 a.m. RSVP to the 
synagogue office or to Leni.

The next book club discussion is 
on Tuesday, November 16 at noon. The 
book to be discussed is The Rose Code 
by Kate Quinn. The meeting will be in 
person at the synagogue. Bring a dairy 
lunch. We can also Zoom the discus-
sion for those unable to attend. Check 
with the synagogue office for Zoom in-
formation.

Mark your calendars for a Hanuk-
kah celebration at the synagogue on 
Friday evening, December 3. There 
will be Shabbat evening services, din-
ner and fun activities for all. Come spin 
some dreidels with us!

Temple Judea continues to accept 
food donations for the Jewish Federa-
tion food pantry and menstrual prod-
ucts for “CYCLE FORWARD” – a 
program that distributes menstrual 
products to women in need. There is a 

barrel by the front door of the shul for 
cans and boxes of food, and a basket in 
the lobby for the donations to CYCLE 
FORWARD. 

There are also collection envelopes 
on the front door for contactless mon-
etary or gift card contributions. Please 
call the synagogue office if you make 
such a contribution. Contributions can 
also be mailed.

Wishing everyone a Happy Ha-
nukkah!
Regularly scheduled events:

• Friday evening Shabbat services 
at 6:30 p.m. Friday evening ser-
vices are preceded with a wine and 
cheese reception at 6:15 p.m.

• Saturday morning Shabbat ser-
vices at 9:30 a.m. (no Kiddush 
lunches at this time)

• Morning minyan every Monday  
at 9:00 a.m. 

• Rabbi Sack’s monthly lunchtime 
Torah study sessions the first 
Thursday of each month at noon at 
the offices of Myers & Brettholz

Send an email to amypadilla@jfedlcc.org 

GET THE LATEST INFORMATION ON 
UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS, 
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES,  
BREAKING NEWS, 
UPDATES FROM ISRAEL & MORE. 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Sign up for e-blasts! 

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

Our services during the High Holy 
Days, Sukkot and Simchat Torah were 
meaningful, educational and emotion-
al – a perfect blend to enter our hearts 
and minds. 

Rabbi Stephen Fuchs’ sermon on 
Yom Kippur focused on the effects 
the anti-Israel voices have on college 
campuses and in public gatherings. 
Unfortunately, many young people are 
drawn in due to a lack of knowledge 
or awareness of what has gone on in 
the past and continues still. Jews who 
are ignorant of Israel’s history are vul-
nerable to the propaganda of those who 
condemn Israel.

Had there been an Israel during 
the Second World War, Hitler never 
would have destroyed ⅔ of European 
Jewry. Being a Zionist does not mean 
we relinquish the right to criticize any 

policy of Israel’s that we 
think is wrong. But none 
of us should allow our 
criticism to provide aid 
and political ammunition 
for those – Jews and non-
Jews alike – who seek to 

destroy the Jewish state. 
We must never forget that if the 

Arab states renounce terror, lay down 
their arms and acknowledge Israel’s 
right to exist, there will be peace. But 
if Israel lays down its arms or relaxes 
its vigilance, there will be no Israel. 
Simchat Torah
Five years ago, when Stephen Fuchs 
was chosen to become Bat Yam’s rab-
bi, his responsibilities were to lead 
High Holy Day services and then re-
sume his duties on November 1. Rabbi 
Fuchs said he would rather continue 
to lead the congregation without any 
break. From the very beginning of his 
tenure, therefore, Rabbi Fuchs has not 
been a part-time or seasonal rabbi. He 
has served as our full-time spiritual 
leader. One of the joyous results has 
been our observance of Simchat Torah. 

Our members and visitors – Jews and 
non-Jews alike – have always enjoyed 
the concise summaries Rabbi Fuchs 
gave of the five books of the Torah, as 
well as his leading the unrolling of the 
Torah scrolls. 

With Covid, he was sensitive to the 
fact that many congregants might not 
want to be in the sanctuary for the un-
rolling and re-rolling, so this year, he 
took a different approach, and Edina 
and Alan Lessack offered to help. Each 
took one of the Torahs and set them on 
the table. Then they recited the bless-
ings for the final reading in the book 
of Deuteronomy. Rabbi Fuchs then 
opened the second Torah, the Lessacks 
recited the blessings, and Rabbi Fuchs 
read the first lines of the book of Gen-
esis. Thus, we observed the ritual of 
reading the end immediately followed 
by reading the beginning. There is  

never an end, but an ongoing cycle.  
After the reading, they removed the 
white Torah mantles used for the High 
Holidays and dressed the scrolls in the 
ones used for weekly Shabbat services 
the rest of the year.
Education/Programming
Vickie Fuchs has graciously agreed to 
continue heading our Education Com-
mittee. We have several surprise speak-
ers planned, which will bring pleasure 
to all. Watch your emails for our an-
nouncements of these sessions.
Partners to Help the Hungry
Bat Yam and the Sanibel Congregation-
al United Church of Christ have joined 
together for joyous occasions, educa-
tion and trips. One activity that we join 
together for is stocking the F.I.S.H. pan-
try in Sanibel and a food pantry in Fort 
Myers. On the first Thursday of each 
month, members of both congregations 

volunteer between 
11:00 a.m. and 
1:00 p.m. People 
drive by with their 
food and paper 
good donations in 
their cars, and our 
volunteers collect 
and deliver these 
donations to the 
pantries. Please 
mark your calen-
dars and consider 
either volunteer-
ing or donating.

Rabbi Stephen Fuchs with Edina and Alan Lessack
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