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FEDERATION NEWS

 Rabbi Dr. 
    Michael J.
    Schorin

By the time you read this col-
umn, Passover will have come 
and gone. The Haggadah will 

have been read and discussed. The 
wine, brisket and charoset will all have 
been consumed. And the memories 

will have been made. 
Even the remaining 
matzah crumbs will 
have been discovered  
and cleaned away.

So, what happens  
now? For many of us,  
nothing. We may now  
be free, but many of 
us will return to our 
normal life and activ-

ities. Others of us will look forward to 
the holiday of Shavuot, arriving in just 
seven weeks. In preparation for the hol-
iday of the Torah’s revelation, some of 
us will observe the mitzvah of counting 
the Omer. Each night, we will watch the 
remaining days decrease as we climb 
towards the revelation at Sinai.

We have all heard the Biblical phrase: 
“Let my people go.” But that is not  
the whole sentence. What Moses tells 
Pharoah is: “Let my people go — that 
they may serve me.” Our freedom from 
slavery is not just about leaving Egypt, 
but about being free to come closer  
to Hashem.  

So, this period of counting the Omer 
is a wonderful time to explore a new 
mitzvah or refresh an old one. Maybe 
you could choose to light Sabbath can-
dles, put on tallit and tefillin, or even 
give money to zedakah/charity for 
each of these seven weeks. Whatever 
you choose to do, your deed does not 
need to be perfect. As human beings, 
very few of our acts are without fault. 
What really matters is our intention to 
come a little closer to Hashem.  

Our sages spoke of three ways of 
serving G-d. There are deeds of kind-
ness, prayer and study. Jacob is famous 
for his love of studying the Torah. Isaac 
is remembered for his love of prayer.  
And Avraham Avinu, Abraham, our 
father, is renowned for his love of 
doing acts of kindness.

The Talmud, in Masechet Berachot, 
compares these three to the legs of a 

stool. Even if a stool needs all three 
to not tip over, the Talmud still asks 
which is the greatest of all of these. 
The answer is that deeds of kindness 
are the most important leg of the stool. 
As it says, “for even if the stool has 
two broken legs, if the third is deeds of 
kindness, it can still stand.” I may not 
choose to sit on it, but somehow, it can 
still stand.

What acts of kindness can you do in 
the next few weeks? How easy would 
it be to call an old friend just to see 
how they are doing? Maybe you could 
invite someone over to your house to 
share a home-cooked meal? If you are 
crossing a bridge, what if you choose 
to pay the toll for the person behind 
you? Imagine the surprise, the joy and 
the gratitude that you would evoke in 
another person. How wonderful that 
would be!  

As we get ready for the Giving of 
the Torah, may we all find new, and 
old, ways of showing we are ready 
to receive it. What a great use of our  
freedom that will be.

Please note: Our next Bereave-
ment Support Group will start on Fri-
day, July 1. We will not begin taking 
registration until June. Stay tuned for  
more details. 

The importance of acts of kindness
By Rabbi Michael J. Schorin

OUR MISSION
To strengthen and enrich 
the Jewish Community by 
providing and supporting 

philanthropic, educational 
and social service programs 

locally, in Israel and
throughout the world.

OUR VISION
A Jewish Community that is 
based on Jewish values such 
as Tzedakah (benevolence), 
Tikkun Olam (repairing the 

world) and K’lal Yisrael  
(taking responsibility  

for one another).

OF GREATER NAPLES

Our freedom from  
slavery is not just  

about leaving Egypt,  
but about being free  

to come closer  
to Hashem.  

Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlo� e Counties Holocaust Education 

and Programs Department
The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties is 
creating a Holocaust Education department in response 
to growing antisemitism and a need for education and 

remembrance. The new department will sponsor outreach 
programs in the schools and community as well as host 

speaking, author and fi lm events. We are also in the process 
of creating a remembrance wall that will highlight local 

loved ones lost in the Shoah. For naming and other donor 
opportunities, or to share stories, please contact 
JFED Holocaust Education Director Ella Nayor at 

239-281-7874 or via email at
jfedholocaustdirector@gmail.com 

OF LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES
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God’s invisible choreography
Jewish Family Services update 
 
By Jodi Cohen, Jewish Family Services Coordinator

 Jodi Cohen

We are a busy species, sched-
uling and planning endlessly 
in our calendars. However, 

I believe there is an “invisible chore-
ography” taking place in our lives that 
is God’s handiwork. The coincidences, 
the unexplainable, the moments that 
almost didn’t occur or happened in spite 

of endless obsta-
cles, these are all 
part of the invisi-
ble choreography.  
I once heard some- 
one say, “I believe 
in God in retro- 
spect,” and a part  
of me does, too. 
People suddenly 

appeared, opportunities surfaced, detours  
caused a zig instead of a zag, situations 
that created heartache also provided 
openings that led me to where and who 
I am today. 

My father used to say to me, “You 
love everyone right away!” as if that 
was a defect, a weakness. For the most 
part, I do love everyone right away and 
appreciate that my goodness can locate 
someone else’s goodness in a heartbeat; 
that my mischief can sniff out other 
people’s mischief no matter how well- 
behaved they may be acting. How the 
people whom the Federation

helps say “thank you” in ways that 
allow me to feel their gratitude down in 

my kishkes. How the people who vis-
ited my pop-up poetry table at IsraelFest 
donated so generously to the food pan-
try tip jar. How I look around at every-
one during Shabbat services at shul and 
feel an infinite connection. How Alan 
Cadkin and I laughed forwards and 
backwards when he dropped off the gift 
cards. How everyone at Temple Beth 
Shalom’s 50th anniversary party spar-
kled like the jewels they are. And, espe-
cially, how my colleagues at the Federa-
tion rock and roll.

Why do I go on and on about myself 
and what I believe? Because invisible 
choreography brought me to the Jewish 
Federation, where I get to be of service 
in ways that are meaningful. Because 
my heart is bursting with so much love 
recently. Gratitude and amazement 
never go out of style. Like Jell-O, there 
is always room for more.

What is making my heart sing? How, 
at the March Lunch Bunch, I danced 
next to Shirley Matlin (soon-to-be 99 
years old), who wiggled joyfully in 
her seat. How my friends, Suzanne and  
Stuart, hiked across the grounds under 
the hot sun at the Celebrating Israel 
@75 event to bring me food and drink. 

How the Cadkin Foundation food pan-
try volunteers lovingly arrange all the 
items on the porch being given away to 
clients. How the people whom the Fed-
eration is able to help say “thank you” in 
a way that makes me feel their gratitude 
down in my kishkes. How the people 
who visited my pop-up poetry table at 
IsraelFest donated so generously to the 
food pantry tip jar. How I look around 
at everyone during Shabbat services and 
feel an infinite connection. How, in our 
few seconds together last month, when 
Alan Cadkin dropped off gift cards, we 
laughed uproariously. How everyone at 
Temple Beth Shalom’s 50th anniversary 
party sparkled like the jewels they are. 
And, especially, how my colleagues at 
the Federation rock and roll.

Lunch Bunch update
Thank you to Senior Care Authority 
and Wayforth, our March Lunch Bunch 
sponsors. Laura Davis and Tracey Mel-
lion spoke to the group about their com-
panies and the services they provide to 
help people find a new place to live and 
make the transition. 

A big thank you to Temple Beth Sha-
lom congregants for hosting the March 
Lunch Bunch. They always make us 
feel so welcome! Thank you to Jason’s 
Deli, our delicious community partner.

Our entertainer was a wonderful 
musician named Mike, who played 

instrumental music in the 
background during lunch 
and then played songs that 
we sang and danced to 
afterwards.

The Federation Lunch Bunch is a 
free monthly program for anyone who 
would like to mix and mingle with other 
Jewish people, have a little nosh and 
enjoy a short program after lunch. It’s 
a wonderful event and there is always 
a place at the table for you. To volun-
teer, sponsor or register for a lunch, 
contact me at jodicohen@jfedlcc.org or 
239-284-2116.

Resources for seniors
• Senior Planet (https://seniorplanet.

org/) is an online magazine with arti-
cles about everything from book clubs 
to going online to sex columnists. They 
offer many free classes and always have 
uplifting articles about people pursuing 
their passion at all ages.

• Free cellphone and discounted 
internet services for seniors with an 
annual income less than $20,000. Go 
to AffordableConnectivity.gov or call 
1-877-384-2575 to request an applica-
tion. Once your application is approved, 
you can contact a participating internet 
service provider to start receiving your 
monthly discount. 

Senior Living and Care Solutions

 A
U
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 2,300 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

FEDERATION NEWS

Local Seniors Services  
Lunch Bunch, a monthly gathering with a free lunch for older adults to meet 

and schmooze. 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es for Rosh         

Hashanah, Hanukkah and    Passover.  
Holocaust survivor outreach. 
 

Local Social Services  
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and referral       

services.  
Friendly Visitor Program. 
 

Local Emergency Services  
Food Pantry and gi� cards.  
Emergency nancial assistance grants to families and individuals in crisis.  
Local disaster outreach and assistance. 

HOW THE JEWISH FEDERATION SERVES  

Local Jewish Educa on and Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Cultural Programs 

for all ages including the  Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish author 
events, Out & About Films, Israel celebra�on, day trips,  
Israeli folk dancing ,PJ Library & TRIBE, a young adult group. 

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local,  na�onal and interna�onal Jewish 
issues.  

New CRC‐Community Rela�ons Council to address issues of 
an�‐Semi�sm and  Interfaith Rela�ons.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish 
community �es with Israel. Holocaust educa�on for middle 
and high school students in the community and a college 
campus Jewish life experience commi�ee. 

Volunteer opportuni�es for all ages. 
 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American 

Jewish Joint Distribu�on Commi�ee (JDC) for full‐spectrum 
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in 60+  
countries around the world.  

Partnership 2Gether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron 
Region in Israel.  

 
 

Jewish Community Founda on  
An endowment that ensures future social and educa�onal 

programming and support for our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in 

Israel.  
Jewish camp scholarships. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community         

enrichment.  

 

In honor of Joyce Rosinger of 64 years 
from George Rosinger 
 
In honor of Jodi Cohen's Birthday 
from Doreen Kostel 
 
In honor of Jerry Appeal 
from Judy Litman 
 
In honor of Laurie Morris 
from Lindy Smith 
 
In memory of Naomi Breman 
from Stephanie, Karen, & Matthew Levin 
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239.481.4449 x2

Nancyklein@jfedlcc.org

BEREAVEMENT
GROUP

We Are Here For You

Get support,  learn coping
methods and hear from others

deal ing with grief,  examine how
loss impacts us, and gain

strength, hope, and resi l ience.

The meetings will be facilitated
by Rabbi Michael J. Schorin, 

JFS Community Chaplain

Open to everyone. Registration is required.
$72 for a 6 week session. Sessions will take place at the JFS office,

Community Room. Dates: July 7, 14, 21,28, August 4, 11
10:30am - 12:00pm

 

Help us make attending Jewish  
summer camp more possible
It’s the best thing you can do for your local Jewish children and grandchildren
 
By Carolyn Gora, Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties Board Member

Jewish children living in our com-
munity are at a disadvantage. It’s 
obvious that our Jewish commu-

nity has few organized activities and/
or organizations that give our Jewish 
youth opportunities to meet their Jew-
ish peers. Previously, our local syna-
gogues had a USY and Junior USY and 
BEFTY (NFTY) and Junior BEFTY. 
Currently, there is a BBYO that con-
sists mostly of Naples youth.

I grew up in St. Petersburg, Flor-
ida, where there was one Reform syn-
agogue and one Conservative syna-
gogue and not that many Jewish kids. 
I was the only Jewish girl in my high 
school’s graduating class. St. Peters-
burg’s Jewish community, at that 
time, was probably as small as Fort  
Myers is now. 

When Camp Coleman, the Reform 
movement’s southeastern camp, opened,  
my parents didn’t hesitate to send  
me and my sister the first year. We  
made life-long Jewish friends. I was 
a CIT and a counselor. It sealed my  
Jewish identity.

When my husband was very ill, he 
told our children that he regretted that 
we didn’t go on vacations during the 
summer, instead of sending them to 
summer camp. They told him, “It was 
the best decision that you ever made. 
We loved camp!”

If you want your Jewish kids or 
grandchildren to have a strong Jewish 
identity, then they need to meet Jewish 
kids from other communities, to partic-
ipate in Jewish rituals with their peers 
and enjoy being Jewish through song, 
activities and rituals. Nothing can be 
replicated like kids participating in  
services and praying with each other 
outside in nature. 

Sending our local children to sum-
mer camp is the best investment in 
our children’s Jewish futures and our 
Jewish community’s future. We need 
to get our Jewish kids out of here and 
let them have the life-changing experi-
ence of Jewish summer camp.  

All research indicates the same. 
“Overnight Camp: A Rite of Pas-
sage for Jewish Kids” states “Jewish 

overnight summer camps are unpar-
alleled experiences for Jewish kids. 
Starting in the United States more than 
125 years ago, five generations (and 
tens of thousands) of Jewish children, 
teens and young adults have experi-
enced joy and nature, discovered their 
identity, built lifelong friendships and 
increased connections to Jewish com-
munity, traditions, values and culture.”

“Camp Works – The Long-Term 
Impact of Jewish Overnight Camp 
Evidence of 26 Jewish Population 
Studies on Adult Jewish Engagement” 
stated, “Camp attendance was bound 
to be associated with an increased like-
lihood of adult participation in every  
area probed.”

The surveys also indicated that 
adults who attended Jewish overnight 
summer camps “have an increased 
inclination to practice Jewish behav-
iors in their lives and bring an increased 
inclination to value and seek out the 
experience of Jewish community.”

What can our community do? 
Obviously, send our Jewish youth to 

overnight summer camps, but it may 
not be affordable for all families so, 
starting this year, our Jewish Feder-
ation will be offering partial scholar-
ships through the Jewish Overnight 
Camp Scholarship. This is a schol-
arship for regional (Southeast USA) 
camps: Camp Coleman (Georgia), 
Camp Ramah (Georgia) and Camp 
Judea (North Carolina) for Jewish ele-
mentary and middle school children 
who live in Lee and Charlotte counties.

Campers who receive the schol-
arship are requested to write a thank 
you note or article about their experi-
ence that will appear in our newspaper, 
L’Chayim.

An additional scholarship opportu-
nity is available for first-time Jewish 
campers, who attend a Jewish camp at 
OneHappyCamper.com.

I encourage members of our com-
munity to contribute to our future by 
contributing to this scholarship that 
helps our local Jewish youth have the 
experience of a lifetime. 
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PLEASE SEE PAGES 16-17 FOR MORE PHOTOS FROM THIS EVENT.

Jewish community celebrates  
Israel @ 75 at IsraelFest
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We have great news to share! 
Our education department 
offices have just relocated 

into the Museum’s new north wing! 
Students and teachers will soon be 
using the new Herbert H. Schiff class-
room space there as well. 

Thanks to careful planning by the 
Museum Board, the architect, David 
Corban, and PBS Contractors, the dem-
olition and construction in the adjoin-

ing suites never 
disrupted activi-
ties or programs 
in the Museum. 
This was made 
possible by the 
decision to delay 
breaking through 
the shared wall 
until later this 
month, after “sea-

son” and the school year-end. Once 
the two wall openings are completed, 
Capitol Museum Services (CMS) 
will begin the installation of the north 
wing’s new displays and exhibits, 
including the important Auschwitz 
Gallery and the Shelley and Stephen 
Einhorn Gallery for “Other Genocides 
and Human Rights.”

Please note that the Museum will 
be closed from approximately May 
25 to July 10, 2023 for construction 
and installation of the new exhib-
its. Please visit our website, www.
HMCEC.org, for further updates on the 
closure and reopening dates. 

A few naming opportunities are 
still available — please contact me 
for details at Susan@hmcec.org or 
call 239-263-9200. A Grand Opening 

ceremony will be held this fall, and we 
hope you will attend! More informa-
tion on the ceremony will be available 
in the coming months.

May programs
Wednesday, May 3 – “Movies That 
Matter – Steve Brazina Memorial 
Film Series” Zoom panel discussion. 
We invite you to join us for the Zoom 
panel discussion of the documentary 
“APART” on May 3 from 4 to 5 p.m. 
(EDT U.S. and Canada). This docu-
mentary looks at the impact on women 
incarcerated on drug-related charges 
and their families. Zoom panelists 
will include Tammy Franklin, associ-
ate director of Academy Programs at 
Prison Fellowship, and a representa-
tive from Avow’s counseling program 
for children with incarcerated parents. 
Visit www.hmcec.org to RSVP. One 
week prior 
to the Zoom 
discussion, a 
link to watch 
“ A PA R T ” 
will be sent  
to all RSVPs.  
The Zoom 
panel discus- 
sion link will  
be sent 24  
hours prior to 
the program. 

Sunday, May 7 – VE-Day –  
Complimentary Museum admis-
sion with RSVP. Since the Museum 
is closed Monday, May 8 for VE Day, 
we will offer complimentary admis-
sion on Sunday, May 7. Due to space  
limitations, an RSVP is required.  

Visit our website, www.HMCEC.org, 
to sign up.

Local connections  
to one of our exhibits
Have you seen our informative 
exhibit on the post-war displaced per-
sons camps in the Bobbi and Randy  
Heiligman Gallery? These camps were 
created by the Allies to help house  
millions of homeless refugees after 
WWII. In addition to civilians fleeing 
battlefronts, refugees included newly 
liberated Holocaust survivors and 
slave laborers. 

Refugees were originally housed 
according to their country of origin. 
Early into the displaced persons era, 
survivors had to live in very close 
quarters with virulently antisemitic 
neighbors. Aware of this, the Inter-
governmental Committee on Refu-
gees recommended to President Tru-
man that special camps be created 
to shield Jewish displaced persons 
from further harm. He forwarded the 
report to Supreme Allied Commander 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, who  
ordered it done.

As living conditions began to 
improve for them, survivors became 
more hopeful. It was possible to find 
the whereabouts of family members 
who may have survived, as was the 
case with late local survivor Abe Price. 
He was able to find out where one of 
his brothers was. Once Price immi-
grated to the U.S., he petitioned his 
congressional representatives to help 
bring his brother here to join him. 
You can see copies of Price’s letter  
in our exhibit. 

Old friends were reunited and new 
friends became family for those who 
had no one left. People met, fell in love 
and got married. There are stories of 
the same wedding dress being used by 
many refugee brides in a camp because 
of the scarcity of material.

Approximately 2,000 babies were 
born in these new displaced per-
sons camps, including several of our 
Museum volunteers such as Hadassah 
Schulman and Shirley Besikof. Schul-
man, the Museum’s oral and visual 
history project coordinator, was born 
in the Landesberg Displaced Persons 
Camp. The small child’s coat in the 
exhibit belonged to Schulman. It was 
created by her mother, Mania Licht 
Kohn, from a coat she wore during 

her imprisonment in Auschwitz and 
Bergen-Belson. Her mother had been 
a seamstress before the war. The coat 
included a small fur collar — her father 
had been a furrier before the war began.

Besikof, a guest relations and edu-
cation volunteer, was born in the Ber-
gen-Belson Displaced Persons Camp. 
Her mother and father were students 
before the war and endured multi-
ple concentration camps during the 
Holocaust. They met after the war in 
the Bergen-Belson Displaced Persons 
Camp, where they lived from 1945-
1949. Shirley said her father had a 
favorite story he told often about their 
immigration to the U.S. When he asked 
one of the American soldiers in early 
1949 if he had ever heard of their des-
tination, St. Paul, Minnesota, the sol-
dier laughed and said, “you are going 
to Siberia!” Shirley is the child in the 
stroller in this photo, taken in front of 
one of the barracks at Bergen-Belson. 

Exciting 2023-2024 programs
In addition to opening the north wing, 
we are completing program and exhibit 
planning for July 2023 through June 
2024. We will host several field trips 
from local summer camps, offer a new 
“Movies That Matter” series in the fall, 
host the Grand Opening of the North 
Wing, and feature exciting, new spe-
cial exhibits in the expanded Estelle 
and Stuart Price Gallery: “Forgeries 
of the Holocaust,” “Stitching History” 
and “Lawyers Without Rights.”

We hope to see you this month or 
join us in July when we reopen! 

 Susan
    Suarez

At the Museum
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO
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Editor’s Note: Persons in bold 
are deemed by Nate Bloom to 
be Jewish for the purpose of 

this column. Persons identified as Jew-
ish have at least one Jewish parent and 
were not raised in, or identify with, a 
faith other than Judaism. Converts to 
Judaism, of course, are also identified 
as Jewish.

This month, the number of Jewish- 
related movies and streaming series is 
the largest since just before the pan-
demic. So, I can’t go into much detail, 
but I can alert you to the basic info. 
And I have a few April “catch-ups.”

“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel”
As just about everybody knows, the 
“Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” is a hit 

Amazon Prime series about a (fictional) 
Jewish comedian in the ’50s and ’60s. 
This season will be the series’ last. 
The current 9-episode season began 
on April 14 and will conclude with the 
May 26 episode. 

“Judy Blume Forever”
On April 21, Amazon Prime began 
streaming “Judy Blume Forever,” 
a documentary about Judy Blume, 
84. She’s a famous author of novels 
mostly for “tweens” and young adult 
audiences. The respected Hollywood 
Reporter gave the film a rave review, 
noting: “[The film] looks at the leg-
acy of the pioneering young adult 
fiction writer at a time when many 
of the issues she confronted — book  

banning, abortion, antisemitism — are 
still shockingly topical.”

“Are You There God?  
It’s Me, Margaret”
On April 28, the film “Are You There 
God? It’s Me, Margaret,” opens in 
theaters. It is based on a Judy Blume 
novel of the same name. For decades, 
Blume turned down offers to make her 
best-seller into a movie. Blume now 
says that “the [new] film is better than  
my novel.”

Margaret is a 12-year-old girl who 
is trying to cope with puberty. She’s 
also trying to find out what religious 
belief is “right.” Her mother isn’t  
Jewish, her father is Jewish, and she’s 
been raised secular. Benjamin Safdie, 
37, plays Margaret’s father. 

“White House Plumbers”
“White House Plumbers” is a 5-epi-
sode HBO series that begins streaming 
on May 1. It follows the activities of  
hired agents (nicknamed plumbers)  
who were directed by President Nixon 
and his aides to spy on political  
rivals. The operation came to an end 
when several plumbers were caught 
(1972) trying to break into a Demo-
cratic Party office within the Watergate  
office building.

David Mandel, 52, directed the 
series. Ike Barinholtz, 46, costars as Jeb 
Magruder, a Nixon reelection “honcho”  
who directed the plumbers. 

“A Small Light”
Also starting on May 1 is “A Small 
Light,” an 8-episode series. It tells the 
Anne Frank family story from a little 
different perspective. It is based on a 
memoir by Mies Giep (1909-2010), an 
employee of Otto Frank, who risked 
her life to hide the Frank family from 
the Nazis. New episodes stream first 
on the National Geographic channel 
on Mondays, then stream the next 
day on Disney+. Liev Schreiber, 55, 

plays Otto Frank, the only member of 
his immediate family to survive the 
Holocaust. Bel Powley, 31, an English 
actress, plays Giep. (Powley’s mother 
is Jewish). 

I am pretty sure, but not certain 
(yet) that Ashley Brooke, who plays 
Anne’s sister, Margo, is Jewish. I am 
almost certain that Billie Boulett, who 
plays Anne, isn’t Jewish. 

“Jewish Matchmaking”
“Jewish Matchmaking,” an 8-episode 
reality series, will begin streaming on 
Netflix on May 3. The official descrip-
tion says, “When Jewish singles are 
ready to get serious, they call on 
Aleez Ben Shalom to find their perfect 
romantic match from across the U.S. 
and Israel.”

“Bupkis”
“Bupkis” is an 8-episode comedy 
series that, in the words of the public-
ity release, “provides a heightened, fic-
tionalized version of Pete Davidson’s 
real life.” Pete Davidson plays himself. 
Edie Falco (“The Sopranos”) plays 
Pete’s mother. “Bupkis,” (which means 
‘nothing’ in Yiddish), begins streaming 
on the Peacock channel on May 4.

Brad Garrett, 62 (“Everybody 
Loves Raymond”) is listed high in the 
“Bupkis” credits, so I guess his part is 
big — he plays “Roy.” Another series 
regular is Simon Rex, 48. He plays a 
character named “Ice Pop.” Twenty 
years ago, Rex had a couple of good, 
but short-lived TV series roles. Then 
his career “just died.” He made a huge 
comeback as the star of “Red Rocket,” 
a hit 2021 indie film.

“Silo”
A 10-episode series that begins stream-
ing on Apple+ on May 5, “Silo” is 
based on a bestselling trilogy of “dys-
topian” novels. The official description 
says, “In a toxic dystopian future where 

A movie, a reality show, a documentary  
and four new series
Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Stars of David Contributing Columnist
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continued on page 9
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a community exists in a giant silo hun-
dreds of stories deep underground, 
men and women live in a society full 
of regulations they believe are meant 
to protect them.”   

Advance publicity doesn’t detail 
the “back story” of most of the main 
characters. I can tell you that Rashida 
Jones, 47, costars as “Allison.”  

“Platonic” 
Another 10-episode Apple+ series, 

“Platonic,” begins on May 24. This 
comedy/drama was created and written 
by Seth Rogan, 40; Nicholas Stoller, 
47; and Francesca Delbanco, 46. 
Stoller also directs. 

Rogen and Rose Byrne play pla-
tonic friends who reconnect after a 
long rift. Their renewed friendship 
is “all-consuming” and sometimes  
hilarious. 

What do bonfires, potatoes and 
weddings have in common? 
They’re all connected to the 

holiday of Lag B’Omer. The holiday 
is customarily celebrated with a bon-
fire and potatoes roasted over the fire. 
And what about the weddings? Lag  
B’Omer is the only day you are allowed 
to have a wedding during the counting  
of the Omer.

While you may have never heard 
of this holiday, Lag B’Omer is popular 
and widely beloved in Israel — and it’s 
time we Americans learned to enjoy  
it, too. 

But first, a little bit of the past of 
this unfamiliar holiday, which begins 
on the evening of Monday, May 8 this 
year. Lag B’Omer is the 33rd day of the 
Omer, a seven-week period that begins 
on the second evening of Passover. 
During this time, we count each day 

until the holiday of Shavuot begins. 
While the Omer connects two joyous 
holidays — Passover, which celebrates 
freedom from slavery, and Shavuot, 
which celebrates the revelation of the 
Torah at Mount Sinai — the Omer is a 
period of semi-mourning.

Among the non-Orthodox Jews in 
Israel, Lag B’Omer is usually an excuse 
for friends and family to get together 
and have a bonfire. In the early evening 
on the holiday, many people light fires 
and cook all sorts of campfire foods, like 
hot dogs, baked potatoes and marshmal-
lows roasted on a stick. Even if you’re 
not an outdoorsy type of person, trust 
me when I say it’s lots of fun.

My earliest memories of Lag 
B’Omer take me back to grade school 
in Israel.  

It starts about a week or so before 
the holiday. Groups of children gather 

after school with shopping carts, or 
anything with wheels really, and they 
are on the hunt. Anything is fair game 
— if it’s abandoned and made of wood, 
it is mounted onto the cart and trans-
ported to secret stashes where piles of 
wood sit in building shelters, behind 
the dumpsters or in backyards. Lag 
B’Omer is coming!

As a little girl, we used to have a 
neighborhood bonfire, roasting pota-
toes and onions and marshmallows 
(you won’t find s’mores in Israel), sing-
ing songs and laughing together. As in 
years past, the celebration included two 
main goals: have the biggest fire and 
stay up as late as you can. We could not 
wait until we got to sixth grade, when 
we were allowed to stay out the whole 
night with our friends. When I was in 
preschool, we would sing songs for 
the holiday, perhaps make bows and 
arrows to symbolize the mutiny against 
the Romans, the myth of Bar Koch-
vah’s victory. The educational part, or 
any way of addressing the meaning of 
Lag B’Omer, completely disappeared 
as I got older. It became the holiday of 
bonfires, that’s it!

The non-Orthodox Kibbutznikim 
wanted to maintain the tradition of 
celebrating Lag B’Omer in Eretz Yis-
rael (the land of Israel), while making 
it relative and more meaningful to the 
establishment of a more modern and 
less religious Israel. 

Imagine my surprise when I learned, 
much later, that the myth we learned 
about growing up has nothing to do 
with the holiday! For us, the potatoes 
were the most important part.

As a child in Israel, we didn’t need 
an excuse like Lag B’Omer to make a 
bonfire and it didn’t matter what time 
of year it was. No child was immune 
to the charms of the magical whisper-
ing of the fire. We did “field cooking” 
— that’s what our youth group coun-
selor called it — and swallowed the 
culinary outcome with blind delight. 
It didn’t matter whether the fire was 
big or small, whether we cooked on 
a field-made stove out of a piece of 
found iron, or whether it was right on 
the fire, whether we used tools or just 
our own 10 fingers. We collected just 

about everything we saw around us 
that had potential to turn into a field-
cooked meal.

How to make the  
perfect hot potato
Take a potato, cover in aluminum foil, 
and toss it in the fire. Let it sit there. 
When it is soft (don’t touch, use a 
skewer!), take it out and slowly open 
the foil. If the potato skin is all charred 
and black, it’s ready! Dig in and eat! 
That is one of the best things I remem-
ber about Lag B’Omer!

In light of the potato’s popularity 
on the holiday, I am going to share my 
family version for Israeli potato salad.

My recipe for potato salad is usu-
ally a big hit during the Lag B’Omer 
holiday, as it pairs nicely with grilled 
food and is easy to make ahead of time. 
Perfect for an outdoor BBQ with your 
friends and family! I like to have this 
salad with any meal, whether there is a 
BBQ or not. It’s a delicious salad that 
can be enjoyed any time of the year. 

Making a delicious potato salad 
from scratch doesn’t have to be com-
plicated or time-consuming. With the 
right ingredients and a few simple 
steps, you can whip up an easy and 
Israeli potato salad that will impress 
your guests and family alike. 

Israel’s bonfire holiday
By Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Israeli Potato Salad
Ingredients
7 potatoes, peeled
4 carrots, peeled
⅓ cup peas
4 hard-boiled eggs
4 pickles
2 Tbsp. mayonnaise
2 Tbsp. brown mustard
Salt and pepper by your taste

Instructions
1. Chop the potatoes and the carrots into 

tiny cubes, adding them to a pot of 
water.

2. Simmer on medium heat until these 
vegetables are soft and tender.

3. Add the peas to the mix, cooking for 
several minutes more before straining 
all ingredients.

4. Dice some pickles while you’re at it!
5. Cut the hard-boiled eggs.
6. Place everything in one bowl, then 

mix with mayonnaise, mustard, salt 
and pepper, stirring thoroughly until 
combined.

7. Refrigerate the potato salad until you 
are ready to serve.

8. Serve and enjoy!

a movie, a reality show...continued from page 8



10 May 2023
Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

JEWISH INTEREST

HURRICANE RELIEF
ASSISTANCE

We now have a case
manager and social
worker on staff!

For assistance, please call 239.481.4449 ext. 1 and leave a
message. Your Federation is here to assist with resources,
financial assistance, claim paperwork and mental health.

Visit JewishFederationLCC.org to
complete a disaster assistance form.

 Jerry  
    Greenfield

There are about 50 countries in 
Africa, but only eight of them pro-
duce wine. As you might expect,  

South Africa leads the pack, and it’s the 
seventh largest wine producer in the  
world. It’s been a few years since I intro- 

duced South African 
wines in this col-
umn, and I’ve sam-
pled some good ones 
recently, so I think 
the region is ripe for 
another look.

The first wines  
in the country were 
made over 300 years  
ago by Dutch col-

onists, but it wasn’t until the 1990s 
that South Africa really began to take 
its place in the wine world. There are 
lots of reasons for that, chief among 
them the international trade sanctions 
that were imposed because of apart-
heid. Secondly, the culture was more 
oriented toward beer and the country 
is one of the world’s top beer markets. 

I’m told that beer costs less than  
Coca Cola over there. I’ll have to ask 
Alan if that’s true.

Winemaking in the country took 
a big leap forward in the late 1600s, 
when French Huguenots immigrated 
to escape religious persecution in their 
home country. Being French, they 
brought some winemaking expertise 
with them.  

Most winegrowing regions have 
one or two indigenous grape varietals: 
Napa has cabernet, New Zealand has 
sauvignon blanc. In South Africa, the 
workhorse grape has traditionally been 
pinotage. Unfortunately, it’s a hybrid 
that was created about 90 years ago and 
it’s not generally capable of making the 
quality of wine that can compete in the 
international marketplace. Thankfully, 
in the past 10-15 years, they’ve turned 
toward the more classic varietals and, 
today, there are some high-quality bar-
gains to be had.

Every country has different meth-
ods of classifying their wines. In South 

Africa, an “estate” is about the same 
as a chateau in France. That means the 
grapes must be grown and fermented 
on the property. Wines are also labeled 
by varietal, as in the U.S.: chardonnay, 
merlot, etc.  

The major wine regions are around 
Cape Town because the climate is sim-
ilar to the warmer areas along the Med-
iterranean. The names you’ll see on the 
label include Constantia, Franschhoek, 
Paarl and Stellenbosch, which has a 
university that includes a viticultural 
department. So, they’re getting serious.

Traditionally, most of the wines 
from South Africa have been white. 
Their chenin blanc, which they call 
Steen, is generally world class, fol-
lowed closely by chardonnay, riesling 
and sauvignon blanc. They’re also get-
ting good at sparkling whites, some 
made in the traditional Champagne 
method, others made more like pro-
secco or Spanish cava.  

The reds, which include shiraz 
and cabernet, are almost all aged  

in American oak, which gives them  
a particular richness. You can expect 
flavors of cherry, plum and coffee … 
and a pleasant smokiness which is 
the result of a (harmless) virus that 
has affected South African grapes  
for decades.  

My pick of the week from South 
Africa is Mulderbosch Cabernet 
Sauvignon Rosé 2020. It’s a medium 
pink rose color in the glass, with aro-
mas of roses and lavender. The palate 
shows notes of rose petals, pomegran-
ate and strawberry, with some refresh-
ing tartness on the finish. WW 90.  

Drink more wine. Write to me  
with questions.

Jerry Greenfield, the Wine Whis-
perer, is Creative Director of Green-
field Advertising Group. His new book, 
“Secrets of the Wine Whisperer,” is 
now available through his website or 
on Amazon. Read his other writings at 
www.winewhisperer.com. 

Another look at South Africa
By Jerry Greenfield, the Wine Whisperer

Grow your business with L’CHAYIM.
Reach 2,300 local Jewish residents through this paper.

For more information or to place an ad, contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5 or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
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In February, a light went out in 
the world of American popular 
music. After a lifetime of creating  

music that was often thought of as 
“shmaltzy” or “make-out” music, Burt 

Bacharach passed 
away peacefully at 
the age of 95.

A beloved icon  
for several genera- 
tions of fans, Bach- 
arach achieved a 
myriad of acco-
lades for his pop-
ular music as well 
as screen music. 

Today, everyone can hum his tunes, 
whether it is “Raindrops Keep Fallin’  
on My Head,” “Alfie,” or one of  
hundreds of other songs he wrote.

Bacharach was born in Kansas City, 
Missouri in 1928 to Irma and Mark 
Bertram (Bert) Bacharach. His father 
was a well-known newspaper journal-
ist and his mother a “would-be” painter 
and songwriter. By the time he was 4 
years old, his family had moved to 
Kew Gardens, New York City where 
he grew up. He attended Forest Hills 
High School and graduated in 1946.

Like so many parents of gifted chil-
dren who are musically inclined, his 
mother pushed him and saw that he had 
piano lessons at an early age. In later 
years, Burt said he always thought he 
would be a classical pianist. However, 
he hated practicing and often skipped 
out, getting a fake ID to attend 52nd 
Street nightclubs. He was fascinated 
with jazz rhythms and was able to hear 
the “greats” like Dizzie Gillespie and 
Charlie Parker, who, much later, were 
an influence in his style. 

After the bebop musicians, his 
most serious influence was the French 
composer, conductor and teacher, 
Darius Milhaud, who was considered 
one of the key modernist composers. 
Milhaud taught many future jazz and 
classical composers, including Burt  
Bacharach, Dave Brubeck, Philip Glass,  
and others.

The family were nonpracticing 
Jews. I read a comment he made later in 
his life in which he stated that the kids 
he knew were all Catholic. He knew 
he was Jewish but didn’t want any-
one to know about it. There was a lot 
of antisemitism during his growing-up 
years, which affected his religious out-
look. And, yet, Jonathan Freedman, 
author of “Klezmer America: Jewish-
ness, Ethnicity, Modernity,” stated in 
Jewish Week in 2013, that what made 
Bacharach’s music Jewish was his 
“wild play with time signatures;” he 
calls Bacharach “audacious and exper-
imental,” much like Gershwin’s chord 
changes. Bacharach is seen by Freed-
man as an example of what Jewish 
artists do as they “enter popular forms 
and make them their own.”

His collaboration with Dionne  
Warwick was famously known, and her 
statement upon his death revealed their 
close association and affection for each 
other despite their “ups and downs.”

Bacharach had four wives, the most 
well known being Angie Dickinson. 
His last marriage in 1993 to Jane Han-
sen, 32 years his junior, was his most 
successful. They remained together, 
virtually out of the spotlight, until his 
death at age 95.

American Masters on PBS recently 
featured a program on Burt Bacha-
rach, which I viewed with anticipation, 
recalling my love of his music when I 
was much younger. Upon hearing his 
songs, I was surprised to realize how 
much music has changed since those 
days. The music sounded very styl-
ized and repetitive, almost primitive 
in style. The music we hear these days 
(which I don’t always like) has evolved 
into much more complex forms. 

I wonder about your thoughts on 
this …

Arlene Stolnitz, a retired educa-
tor, has been a regular contributor 
to Federation papers in Southwest 
Florida. Her interest in all kinds of 
Judaic music has led to this series  
of articles. 

 Arlene 
    Stolnitz

The loss of a beloved 
music icon
By Arlene Stolnitz
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Giving Circle
What is a Women's Giving Circle?
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and children in Israel & Overseas

Decide collectively where funds will be dispersed

Achieve greater impact as a circle

Meet new people & enjoy the company of other 
like-minded women of all ages in our community

To JOIN & for more information

contact Debbie Sanford at 239.481.4449 ext. 6
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What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Sharon Hood, 
L’CHAYIM Editor, at sharon@marketcrank.com.

Letters Policy
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime 

phone. Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right 

to edit for length and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the 

viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or 

publish every letter received. 
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JEWISH INTEREST

Changing your address? Keep 
L’CHAYIM coming to your home. 

Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

The Jewish Federation Seeks 

Volunteers 
with Foreign Language Skills. 

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to  Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x-2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk  

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..  
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Jewish Family Services Volunteers

For all you do and the spirit 

in which you do it.

My mother, of blessed mem-
ory, loved living in America. 
With her Americanized name 

(from Channa to Helen), she set out 
to take America  
by storm. From 
hotel maid to 
cleaning lady for  
one of Pittsburgh’s  
prominent fam-
ilies to an office 
job in a grocery  
store, she immersed  
herself in what 
became her own  
American dream. 
And, like so many  
others, she became  

thoroughly American by employing  
the best teacher she could find — 
American television.

Mom especially loved the variety 
shows of the 1950s, and The Ed Sullivan 
Show was one she never missed. Singers, 
dancers, comedians, musicians, Mom 
loved it all, but at the top of her list was 
a zaftig Jewish singer from Ukraine. She 
was born Sonya Kalish and she called 
herself “the last of the red-hot mamas!” 
She was America’s Sophie Tucker 
and she recorded a popular song that  
doubled as the title of her autobiography:

Some of these days, Oh, you’ll miss 
me honey

Some of these days, you’re gonna 
feel so lonely

And when you leave me, I know it’s 
gonna grieve me

You’ll miss your sweet, sweet Mama 
some of these days.

My dad played Sophie’s song on the 
trumpet and my mother sang the lyrics 
of what became her official theme song 
— something she used to her great 
advantage. When we didn’t agree with 
her, which to my mother was a capital 
offense, she’d burst into song: “Some 
of these days you’re gonna miss me 
honey …” And when the kids didn’t 
want to follow Mom’s directions, 
she’d punctuate the argument with the 
lyrics we never forgot, “You’re gonna 
miss your sweet, sweet Mama some of  
these days!” 

And you know what? She was right. 
Here we are, approaching Mother’s 
Day 2023, which marks 109 years 
since my mother’s birth and nearly 35 
years since her passing, and I can’t get 
over how many times I would like to 
hear her husky smoker’s voice end-
ing every mother-daughter conflict 
with “You’re gonna miss me some of  
these days.”

Lazer Gurkow (Chabad.org) writes 
about Jewish mothers and reminds 
us of the courage of our matriarchs, 
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, 
and includes in his list Moses’ mother, 
Yocheved, and her “anguish as she 
placed her son in a basket and cast him 
upon the Nile.” Imagine Yocheved’s 
joy at her daughter Miriam’s audacious 
plan to recommend her as wet nurse 
to her own baby. Then imagine Yoch-
eved’s fear as she lived in the palace 

of the wicked Pharaoh, forced to hide  
her true identity.

Gurkow asks, “Where did these 
Jewish mothers find the courage?” If 
you don’t know, Gurkow encourages 
us to ask our mothers who will be 
happy to tell us that when a need arises, 
the Jewish mother simply responds.

That’s what Teresina did when her 
baby son, identical twin to my hus-
band, Enrico, became gravely ill. 
Enrico recalls that times were hard in 
Italy during the war years. Poverty was 
rampant, food was scarce and medicine 
nonexistent. Everyone suffered, espe-
cially children. So many little ones got 
sick and many of these children died. 
Sadly, little Renato was one of the Ital-
ian children who didn’t survive.

Enrico explained, “My mother 
always told me that it was not only 
devastating to lose her baby son, but 
what made it worse was to see how 
I reacted. Renato and I were identi-
cal twins and I missed him terribly. 
Mama told me that I cried day and 
night. When I couldn’t be consoled, 
Mama came up with a plan. She 
approached Great Aunt Vincenzina 
to ask for her hand mirror.  It was 
a beauty, made of silver and mother 
of pearl, and Auntie was reluctant to 
part with it. But Mama prevailed. She 
brought the mirror home and when I 
cried for Renato, Mama handed me 
the mirror. I looked into the mirror 
and, since we were identical twins, 
the face I saw was my brother’s face. 

I remember how I stopped crying and 
I smiled.”

Enrico’s mother may not have 
known it then, after all, she had six 
children to care for and her objec-
tive was to calm her wailing little 
boy. How could she have known the 
important part that Aunt Vincenzina’s 
mirror would play in her surviving 
son’s life? Teresina saw the need and, 
like Jewish mothers everywhere, she 
responded and, in doing so, she helped 
her little boy keep the memory of his 
brother alive. “We were so young 
when Renato died,” Enrico says, “But 
thanks to my mother, I will always 
remember him.” 

Our mothers often serve as the mir-
ror of our memories. The things they 
said, the skills they taught, the songs 
they sang — even Sophie Tucker songs 
— these form the reflections in our 
own spiritual mirrors. 

On Mother’s Day, we hold the mir-
ror in our hands, a mirror that allows us 
to look deeply into our souls so that we 
see, reflected in the glass, the memo-
ries of the mothers we’ve loved. 

For 10 years, Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
served the Aviva Campus for Senior 
Life as resident rabbi. Her most pop-
ular columns are now published in her 
new book, “Aging Jewishly,” available 
on Amazon books. Rabbi Barbara now 
lives and works in Italy, where she is 
rabbi of Italy’s first Reconstruction-
ist synagogue. Contact her at rabbi@ 
rabbibarbara.com. 

No matter our age, we still miss our mothers
Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
 
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

 Rabbi 
    Barbara  
    Aiello
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MARKETPLACE

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION  

AND HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE

For more information, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  
or send an email to LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
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downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner (239) 204-9759
2267 1st. St., Suite 12 info@artoffashionandmoore.com
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 www.artoffashionandmoore.com

RICK SNYDERMAN
Licensed Pedorthist

1900 Trailwinds Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Ph: (239) 939-2239
Fax: (239) 939-7792
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We Will Ship Anywhere
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1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919
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lowellschoenfeld@gskattorneys.com

Lowell S. Schoenfeld
Florida Board Certified Wills, 

Trusts & Estates Attorney 

 

3571 Del Prado Blvd North • North Cape Coral 543-2075 
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Higginson Tax & Accounting, LLC 
Tax Preparation • Planning • Audit Representation 

Eric Higginson 
Certified Public Accountant 

239.935.6950 

www.higginsontax.com 

239.900.9743

The Jewish Federation thanks all our 
advertisers for their continued support! 

Without them we would be unable  
to provide our readers with L’CHAYIM.  

We invite other businesses in our 
community to explore this valuable 

advertising opportunity.

The exclusive way to reach the Jewish Community  
in Lee and Charlotte counties.

henlaw.com • 239.344.1100
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Wills, Trusts &
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JEWISH INTEREST / COMMENTARY

By the winter of 1936-1937, the 
SS State that was being con-
structed in Nazi Germany was 

becoming more and more established, 
with permanent structures built along 
tightly constructed and organized 
lines. Across Germany, the adminis-

tration of concen-
tration camps had 
been consolidated 
under a govern-
ment body known 
as the Inspector- 
ate of Concentra- 
tion Camps, run-
ning the entire 
apparatus under 
centralized con-

trol. This meant nothing other than  
the institutionalization of the con-
centration camp as part of the overall 
social system.

Earlier, in 1935, the camp at Oran-
ienburg — not far from Berlin — had 
been terminated to make way for a new 
one a few miles away at Sachsenhau-
sen, which was finally instituted in 
September 1936. The month of August 
1937 saw the establishment of a large 
camp at Buchenwald, near Weimar, 
and for nearly a year thereafter, there 
were just four camps in all of Germany: 
Dachau, Sachsenhausen, Buchenwald, 
and a camp for women at Lichtenburg. 
The first three of these camps blan-
keted most of Germany. Sachsenhau-
sen covered north Germany and Ber-
lin, Buchenwald guarded the socialist 

heartland of Thuringia, and Dachau 
served Bavaria and the south.

In the spring of 1938, a new camp 
was built at Flossenbürg, in northeast-
ern Bavaria, not far from the Czech 
border, together with Mauthausen, near 
Linz, which opened immediately after 
the Nazi invasion of Austria on March 
12 that year.

Flossenbürg camp was situated out-
side a village of the same name. The 
surrounding area had large deposits of 
granite, which Nazi economic planners 
anticipated could be quarried using 
forced labor from the camp once it had 
been built and the inmate population 
settled on a proper footing.

Flossenbürg’s main camp received 
its first prisoners — 100 individuals 
from Dachau — on May 3, 1938, 85 
years ago this month. Administered by 
the SS, the camp was first designed to 
be a prison for German men who were 
considered “asocial” as well as for 
repeat criminal offenders. It was not 
intended to be a camp for Jews. In fact, 
it was not until 1944 that Jews were 
sent to Flossenbürg in any numbers.

Having been established in May 
1938, by the end of the year, the  
prisoner population had grown to  
about 1,500.

In early 1940, after the start of 
World War II, Czech and Polish pris-
oners, among them captured resistance 
fighters, began arriving at the camp. 
By the end of 1941, Flossenbürg had 
a prisoner population of 3,150; an 

additional 1,750 Soviet prisoners of 
war were housed in a separate com-
pound. More political prisoners and 
resistance fighters arrived during 1942 
and 1943 from France, Germany, the 
Soviet Union and the Netherlands. 

Inmates worked in the quarries as 
originally intended, but as the war pro-
gressed, more were put to work in Ger-
man aircraft factories and other SS-op-
erated installations nearby. Nearly 100 
subcamps were erected to accommo-
date these workers, all under the Flos-
senbürg umbrella.

Before August 1944, perhaps 
only 100 Jews had been imprisoned 
at Flossenbürg, but from the start of 
that month, Jews, mainly from Poland 
and Hungary, began to be sent to the 
camp. By January 1945, at least 10,000 
were concentrated there while, in the  
winter of 1945, another 13,000 Jews 
flooded Flossenbürg and its subcamps. 
Many had been forcibly moved from 
camps in the east as Soviet troops 
pushed German forces westward. By 
now, the camp’s population had swelled 
to nearly 40,000, including some 
11,000 women. It peaked at 53,000 
(with 14,500 in the main camp) in  
March 1945.

Conditions were horrific. Meager 
food rations, lack of proper sanitary 
facilities and virtually no medical care 
doomed thousands to death from star-
vation, disease and overwork. Beatings 
and harsh punishments killed hundreds 
of others, and the more senior inmates, 

most of them habitual criminals who 
had been locked up for years, preyed 
on newer detainees. Rape and sexual 
exploitation were commonplace, and 
the corrupt camp administration did 
nothing to stop such activities. 

The mortality rate at Flossenbürg, 
while never reaching the levels seen 
at other death camps, was nonetheless 
shocking. In 1941, more than 1,000 
Soviet prisoners of war were executed 
there. That same year, 500 Poles were 
shot dead, and, in March 1945, 13 
Allied prisoners of war, including an 
American, were hanged. These deaths 
did not include the thousands who died 
in other ways; the total number who 
died at Flossenbürg and its subcamps 
is estimated to be about 30,000 (of 
whom 3,515 were Jews), out of a total 
of 97,000 who had been in the camp at 
one time or another.

In April 1945, as United States 
troops closed in on Flossenbürg, the 
Nazis ordered an immediate evac-
uation of the entire camp complex.  
All able-bodied prisoners were sent  
on a forced march toward Dachau; 
those unable to undertake the jour-
ney were shot or left for dead. At least 
7,000 prisoners died in this process, 
principally by starvation and exhaus-
tion. When Flossenbürg was finally 
liberated on April 23, U.S. troops 
found just 1,500 people, many of them 
wracked by hunger and disease and 
barely alive. 

 Paul R. 
   Bartrop

Flossenbürg, a camp of terror
By Paul R. Bartrop, Professor Emeritus of History, Florida Gulf Coast University

Elisa posted a photo on Face-
book, which was commented on 
by a person whose name she did  

not recognize. It 
turns out the name 
is a nom de plume 
of a friend who 
has moved from 
Fort Myers.

A nom de plume  
is a fancy, French 
word for a pen 
name; a pseud-
onym – a name 

usually attributed to writers, which 
they use to hide their real identity. A 
nom de plume is an interesting con-
cept with an interesting history. Many 
famous female authors have used 
noms de plume, including the Brontë 
sisters, Jane Austen, Agathe Christie 
and Mary Ann Evans (who wrote as  
George Eliot). 

Erica Jong says, “A woman’s name 
on a book practically guarantees mar-
ginalization — which is why so many 
geniuses, from the Brontë sisters to 
George Sand and George Eliot, chose 
to use male noms de plume.”

And the use of noms de plume 
hasn’t been limited to the ladies. 
Mark Twain’s real name was Samuel 
Langhorne Clemens. He chose “Mark 
Twain” because it was a phrase he 
heard frequently during his time as a 
riverboat pilot on the Mississippi River.

George Orwell was born Eric 
Arthur Blair. He used “George Orwell” 
to separate his personal life from his  
writing career.

Dr. Seuss was really Theodor Seuss 
Geisel. He used “Dr. Seuss” because he 
was not allowed to continue working as 
a cartoonist under his real name after he 
was caught drinking during Prohibition.

Author Kurt Vonnegut had a recur-
ring fictional character named Kilgore 
Trout, who was an unsuccessful science 
fiction author. Trout’s name was based 
on a real-life science fiction author 

named Theodore Sturgeon. Trout’s con-
sistent presence in Vonnegut’s book has 
led many to speculate he was actually 
the author’s alter ego. Author Philip 
José Farmer then took the name Kilgore 
Trout as a nom de plume.

I suggest we all should have a nom 
de plume that we share with the world. 
When you have a good nom de plume, 
it’s like you’re wearing a mask. You can 
be whoever you want to be — bolder, 

wittier, more adventurous. You can 
distance yourself from a past persona. 
This name can carry more weight and 
significance than the name your par-
ents gave you. You have the power to 

choose how the world sees you. It is 
not just for superheroes and villains.

It would allow you to fly under  
the radar and maintain a certain level 

What would your nom de plume be

 Keith 
    Grossman

When you have a good 
nom de plume, it’s like 
you’re wearing a mask. 

You can be whoever 
you want to be — 

bolder, wittier, more 
adventurous.

continued on page 15
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 Brian 
    Simon

“I don’t know if Momma was right 
or if it’s Lieutenant Dan. I don’t 
know if we each have a destiny, 

or if we’re all  
 just floating around 

accidental- l ike 
on a breeze …”  
~ Forrest Gump

Isaac Osin’s life  
story is worthy of 
a movie. Through 
the years, Osin 
kept popping up 
around famous 

world events — the Cuban revolution, 
the Vietnam War, the Olympics. He 
didn’t meet any U.S. Presidents but he 
did trade Olympic pins with celebri-
ties, politicians and the president of a  
Fortune 500 company. Let’s take a look.

Scene: Havana Airport, 
April 26, 1961
Osin’s family is fleeing Cuba. His dad 
had escaped a few months before and 
was waiting in Miami. Osin, his two 
sisters and their mother were supposed 
to leave the week before, but the Bay 
of Pigs invasion delayed them. 

A militia man insists that Osin for-
feit a U.S. silver dollar, but the boy 
refuses. The coin was special to him, a 
gift from his father. There’s a big com-
motion. By the time it’s resolved, Osin 
discovers his mother has a new baby in 
her arms. 

Osin recalls the experience, “I said, 
‘What is this?’ and she said, ‘Shut up, 
shut up!’ Somebody gave her a baby. 
Literally gave her a baby.” They took 
the 40-minute flight to Miami, and 
Osin’s mom delivered the child to 
someone at the airport. “We don’t 
know nothing about that baby. I’ve 
been intrigued about that baby for 62 
years,” he adds.

Scene: Miami, May 1962
Osin is called to the Torah for his bar 
mitzvah. “I didn’t speak English and 
my rabbi didn’t speak Spanish, so 
we communicated in Yiddish,” Osin 
says. He is actually a few months shy 
of his 14th birthday. The ceremony 
was delayed because he suffered a 
fractured skull in a bike accident the 
previous summer and spent four days  
in a coma. 

Scene: New Orleans, 1967
A friend recommends Osin become a 
stockbroker. He passes a test and starts 
working in the firm’s service depart-
ment but is soon drafted into the Army.

Scene: A Shau Valley,  
Vietnam, September 16, 1969
It is Osin’s 21st birthday. He is 
wounded by shrapnel from a grenade. 
He returns to duty but finishes his  
service in December.

Scene: Miami Beach, 1973-74
Osin may be suffering from PTSD, but 
it hasn’t caught up with him yet. He 
buys a kosher bakery with help from 
his father and uncle. It’s not a success-
ful business. He has a new dream — to 
become a comedian. He starts working 
at an old burlesque club. “I thought I 
was funny, he says. I liked to tell sto-
ries and jokes.” After a year in the club, 
he decides to move to California.

Scene: Los Angeles, 1974
Osin has started acting school. He 
recalls, “I was not prepared. And they 
kept telling me to lose my accent. I lost 
the accent, but it keeps finding me!” 
One good thing comes out of acting 
school — Osin meets his wife, Sue.

Scene: Los Angeles,  
VA Hospital, 1979 
The PTSD has caught up with Isaac. 
He is diagnosed with “delayed stress” 
and spends 6 weeks in the hospital get-
ting treatment. “Pretty much, they told 
me that I should just get over it,” he 
recalls. “You don’t just get over it.”

Scene: Los Angeles,  
July 1984
The Olympics are in town. Isaac is 
trying to make a couple bucks selling 
movie posters that he fished out of the 
dumpsters from a side job at Univer-
sal Studios. “Nobody wanted a poster,” 
he says. “I traded a poster for a pin. 
It was an LA Olympics Coca-Cola 
baseball pin. I put the pin on my hat, 
and somebody offered me $75 for the 
pin. It opened my eyes to ‘What is  
this pin business?’”

Montage
Isaac makes $20,000 in less than a 
month. “I was hustling, just selling, 
‘Give me this pin. Give me $5 dollars, 
I take these two. Give me one, give me 
two.’ I was using the stock market tech-
niques that I learned a little bit about 
how to wheel and deal and trade.”

Trading commemorative pins be- 
comes Isaac’s career path. He goes 
to every Olympics, summer and win-
ter, from Los Angeles 1984 to Van-
couver 2010. He opens his own shop. 
The games aren’t all great. The bomb 

in Atlanta 1996 shuts down his stand 
for days (Isaac leaves just before the 
explosion). Sydney 2000 is a loser. He 
leaves Beijing 2008 before the games 
even begin. 

He goes to Super Bowls. He goes to 
World Cups (he’s arrested in Germany 
in 2006 for selling tchotchkes without 
the required local license). 

Montage ends with a shot of a com-
puter screen showing the eBay website. 

Scene: Ft. Myers, FL 2012
Isaac and Sue have retired to South-
west Florida. Isaac still trades a few 

things on eBay, the website that 
changed the memorabilia business, but 
it’s only a hobby. He’s not hustling. 
He still has a lot of inventory that he 
keeps in storage. Much of the inven-
tory will be destroyed 10 years later in  
Hurricane Ian.

Scene: Ft. Myers,  
present day
Isaac is introducing the Florida Vet-
erans Film Festival at Alliance of the 
Arts, scheduled for December 2023. 
He has already written and directed his 
own short film, “22 Every Day,” about 
a Vietnam veteran with PTSD. The title 
refers to the number of veterans who 
die by suicide. 

Isaac’s plans for the festival were 
interrupted, first by Ian — he and Sue 
were displaced for six months because 
of flooding — then, by a cancer diag-
nosis. But he presses on. He plans to 
trade again when the Olympics return 
to LA in 2028.

“I’m keeping myself busy,” Isaac 
says. “I got a couple of short movies 
that I want to make, and we’ll see.”

Fade to black. 

Destiny or accidental-like?

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
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Sue and Isaac Osin

of privacy. People won’t know who 
you are and what you’re up to. You 
can go to the grocery store without  
being identified.

You’ll also have fun coming up 
with backstories and personas. It’s like 
playing dress-up, but for grown-ups.

Of course, coming up with a good 
nom de plume is easier said than done. 
You can’t just pick a name out of a hat 
— you need something that reflects 
your unique style. Maybe something 

that’s memorable and catchy. And 
if you don’t like it, you can always 
change it up again.

I might take the name Mediate Justice, 
a name that conveys a sense of balance 
and fairness. It’s also short and memo-
rable, which makes it easy to remember. 
And maybe most importantly, it has a 
certain superhero vibe to it. Or maybe 
Benjamin Law. It has a more traditional 
legal feel to it, as well as gravitas. I’ll let 
you know what I concoct. Or will I? 

nom de plume...continued from page 14



16 May 2023
Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

COMMENTARY

Jewish community celebrates  
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It is such a joy in life to share a 
good meal with a friend. Whether 
at home or a restaurant, lingering 

over a light lunch or delicious dinner, 
engrossed in conversation, enjoying 
coffee and dessert, and feeling com-

fortable in the famil-
iar presence of a 
friend is one of life’s 
pleasures. Sharing a  
meal is not confined 
to friends and fam-
ily, however. We read 
about sharing a meal 
with God in the book 
of Leviticus. This 
ritual between the 

Divine, the ancient priests and Isra-
elites, can deepen the meaning of our 
personal experience of friendship. 

The ritual as outlined in Leviticus, 
is called the zevach sh’lamim, the sac-
rifice of well-being, an offering of live-
stock. Zevach also means a feast, so 
another way of thinking about this is 
a holy barbeque. The priest slaughters 
the animal, burns the fat on the altar 
as an offering to God, then the priest 
and the people who brought the offer-
ing enjoy the rest as a shared meal. 
It’s called a zevach sh’lamim because 

it’s a feast that represents shalom —  
harmony and peace. 

But there’s one more aspect to this 
holy barbeque that cannot be left out 
— an ingredient that makes food taste 
better and is required in all sacrifices 
according to biblical instructions. 
Leviticus 2:13 tells us, “You shall sea-
son your every offering of meal with 

salt; you shall not omit from your meal 
offering the salt of your covenant with 
God; with all your offerings you must 
offer salt.”

What is striking here, is not just 
the salt, which would definitely make 
the meat taste better, but the phrase, 
melach brit, salt of the covenant. What 
does salt have to do with our covenant 

with God? We think of signs of the 
covenant perhaps being the rainbow in 
the sky after the story of Noah, or the 
tablets that Moses brought down the 
mountain. Why is salt part of the meal 
and part of the covenant between God 
and Israel? 

Salt, we know, is a preservative. It 
ensures provisions last and endure. Sit-
ting down at a table and eating a meal 
together forms a bond. Bonds between 
partners, loyalty, enduring relationships 
— all of this comes from the ritual of 
the biblical offering, of the priests and 
Israelites sharing a meal with God of 
meat and salt. 

And this is what eating with friends 
creates for us as well — a bond between 
friends. Over a meal, we tell stories, 
share confidences, express our opin-
ions and draw closer to each other. Our 
sense of connection builds and grows 
when we eat with friends — a covenant 
of friendship. 

Salt also represents generosity. A 
Chasidic rabbi explained, “Just as salt 
makes food tastier, so should each per-
son make an effort that his or her acts, 
their mitzvot, should be offered to God 
as one would offer a gift to a friend — 
with love, warmth and affection.” 

When you plan a dinner with 
friends, you think carefully about the 
menu, what foods they love or what 
foods they avoid. Or you decide on 
a bistro with a good atmosphere and 
delicious menu options. A boring meal 
or subpar restaurant will not do, you 
want the extra special ingredient, the 
salt that shows you care. 

Sitting down for a meal with a friend 
is not simply filling our stomachs. It is 
a holy covenantal act. It is an act that 
draws us back to the meals between the 
ancient priests, Israelites and the Divine 
presence. Those meals required salt, an 
ingredient that represents loyalty, gen-
erosity and character. It reminded the 
Israelites to remain committed to God, 
to be more generous and better people. 

Enjoying a meal with friends 
strengthens our bonds, it brings out  
our generous spirits and, hopefully, 
through conversation, reflection, example  
and encouragement, our character is 
enhanced so that our relationship with 
our friends and with God is preserved 
and endures for many years to come. 

Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers. 

Preserving relationships with friends and God
By Rabbi Nicole Luna

 Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

Shavuot – Torah – Redemption
By Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz

The Midrash relates that G d 
chose Mt. Sinai for the giving 
of the Torah because it was “the 

smallest of all moun-
tains,” emphasizing 
the importance of 
humility. If so, how-
ever, one might ask, 
why didn’t G d give 
the Torah on a plain 
or in a valley?

Implied is that the 
choice of a mountain 
indicates the need for 

a certain degree of self-esteem. Both 
these qualities — humility and self- 
esteem — are necessary for our acqui-
sition of Torah.

An individual who is beset with 
egotism cannot connect with G d. As 
the Talmud states, “[With regard to] 
any person who possesses haughtiness 
of spirit, the Holy One, blessed be He, 
declares, ‘I and he cannot both dwell in 
the world.’” 

In our daily prayers, we express the 
link between humility and Torah study 
by requesting in direct succession, “Let 
my soul be as dust to all; open my heart 
to Your Torah.”

Nevertheless, humility alone is 
insufficient for the acquisition of Torah. 
A person who lacks strength of char-
acter and self-esteem will be unable to 
overcome the many obstacles that can 
obstruct his way to the observance of 
the Torah.

Humility and pride need not be mutu-
ally exclusive. Pride and self-esteem 
do not always stem from self-concern, 

nor are they always the result of an 
individual’s perception of his personal 
virtues. A positive self-image and feel-
ings of self-esteem flow naturally from 
a healthy outlook on life. No one needs 
a reason to feel good about himself. 
The very fact that he exists, that G d 
created him, is reason enough for one 
to experience self-worth.

These feelings are enhanced by our 
awareness of the connection to G d we 
are able to establish through the Torah. 
The knowledge that we can fulfill G d’s 
will through the observance of mitzvos 
is the greatest possible source of per-
sonal strength.

From this perspective, the qualities 
of humility and pride may be seen as 
complementary. Humility encourages 
the development of an ever-deeper 
connection to G d, which, in turn, 
increases the above-described mode of 
self-esteem.

The feeling of pride produced by 
a connection to G d is more power-
ful than the feeling generated by the 
appreciation of one’s positive virtues. 
Self-centered pride is limited by the 
finite scope of one’s qualities and can 
be dampened by a formidable individ-
ual or challenge. The personal strength 
derived from a commitment to fulfill  
G d’s will, by contrast, is reinforced 
by G d’s infinity. No obstacle is able to 
stand in its way.

Shavuos, the 6th of Sivan, also 
shares a connection to the culmination 
of the initiative begun at the giving of 
the Torah: the era of the Redemption. 
Our rabbis compare the giving of the 

Torah to the forging of the marriage 
relationship between G d and the Jew-
ish people. The era of the Redemption, 
they explain, serves as the consumma-
tion of that bond.

This process leading from Sinai 
to redemption also relates to two sig-
nificant events in our national history 
that occurred on the 6th of Sivan: the 
passing of King David and the passing 
of the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of 
the chassidic movement. The Jewish 

mystic tradition teaches us that the 
totality of a person’s Divine service 
is revealed on the day of his passing. 
Thus, the fact that King David and 
the Baal Shem Tov passed away on 
Shavuos implies that the spiritual con-
tributions they made share an integral 
bond with the theme of that day.

King David represents the epitome 
of Jewish monarchy. This attribute will 
reach consummate expression in the 
era of the Redemption when Mashiach 
will restore monarchy to Israel.

The Baal Shem Tov initiated the 
widespread dispersion of spiritual 
knowledge. His teachings represent 
a foretaste of the era of the Redemp-
tion when “the occupation of the entire 
world will be solely to know G d.”

Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves  
at Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest 
Florida. 
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“Just as salt makes food 
tastier, so should each 
person make an effort 

that his or her acts, 
their mitzvot, should be 
offered to God as one 
would offer a gift to  

a friend …”

The personal strength 
derived from a 

commitment to fulfill  
G d’s will, by contrast,  

is reinforced by  
G d’s infinity.

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
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May 19: 7:51 p.m.

May 26: 7:54 p.m.
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Calling it a career
By Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs

Ecclesiastes, (chapter 2) reminds 
us there is a time for every 
purpose under heaven. When 

I turned 77 a few 
weeks ago, it dawned 
on me with stark clar-
ity that it was time to 
bring down the cur-
tain on my tenure as 
spiritual leader of 
Bat Yam Temple of 
the Islands.

It has been my 
great privilege the 

past six years to serve this remarkable 
congregation. I will always, of course, 
be a rabbi, and I will await in wonder 
to see what new plans the Eternal One 
has in store for me.

When I retired the first time, in 2012,  
from my position as Senior Rabbi of 
Congregation Beth Israel in West Hart-
ford, Connecticut, people asked “What 
are your plans?” I honestly answered, 

“read more, write more and, beyond 
that, we’ll see.”

I could never have imagined the 
blessings the “we’ll see” had in store for 
me these past 11 years: serving as Presi-
dent of the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism; serving as guest rabbi in Milan 

and Florence, Italy; spending significant 
parts of five years teaching and preach-
ing in Germany; and then serving Bat 
Yam Temple of the Islands.

Our tradition teaches (although 
most scholars doubt this is historically 
true) that King Solomon wrote three 

biblical books: Song of Songs, a book 
of love poetry when he was a young 
man; Proverbs, a book of wisdom in 
middle age; and Ecclesiastes, with its 
sober look at life as an older man.

Although I hardly approach Solo-
mon’s wisdom, I have been blessed to 
find true love as a young man. The lov-
ing marriage I have shared with Vickie 
for nearly 49 years has sustained me 
through the many joys and the few dis-
appointments of my career.

I have tried my best to share what 
wisdom I have gained in my sermons 
and lectures over the years and in the 
seven books I have written. Now that 
I am older, I look back on my 50-year 
rabbinical career and reach the import-
ant conclusion Ecclesiastes teaches 
(chapter 1) — “Vanity of vanities, 
everything is vanity.” 

How true I find those words today.
What is truly important is not rec-

ognition or material rewards. I do not 

deny that I have striven for and enjoyed 
a measure of those things, but the joy 
does not last that long and, looking 
back, they matter very little. 

What I shall always cherish are the 
times when something I did or said 
made a real difference in someone’s 
life. It was in those moments, or when 
someone reminded me of them, that I 
truly felt God’s pleasure.

As they did back in 2012, people 
are starting to ask me, “What will you  
do now?”

The truth is I have not given it 
much thought yet. For the time being, 
I am proud to become Bat Yam’s  
rabbi emeritus.

In addition, I will add, “I’ll read 
more, write more, and beyond that, 
we’ll see.”

Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves 
at Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on 
Sanibel Island. 
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A marriage made in heaven
Let me “count” the ways
By Cantor Barry Butensky

Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot are 
the three biblical pilgrimage fes-
tivals that celebrate the seasonal 

harvests — spring, summer and fall. In 
the days of the First and Second Temples,  

our ancestors would 
converge on Jerusa-
lem on these festi-
vals, bringing offer-
ings from their crops 
and flocks to the 
Temple.

Yet, Passover and 
Shavuot are uniquely 
connected and inter-
dependent. If you 

attended a seder, you’ll recall that Pass-
over is far more than a harvest holiday; it 
commemorates the exodus from Egypt 
and the beginning of the Jews’ history as 
a free nation. Shavuot, according to rab-
binic tradition, marks the next milestone 

in our Jewish journey: the receiving of 
the Torah at Mount Sinai.

Linking the two holidays in this way 
artfully illustrates that freedom is not 
an end in itself; liberation from Egypt 
becomes purposeful only after the Isra-
elites take on responsibility for the Torah 
at Sinai. This may feel counterintuitive 
in a culture where personal freedom is 
upheld as the highest value. Yet, Juda-
ism claims that freedom finds its fullest 
expression in our willing commitment 
to standards of behavior and action that 
are not determined by us alone.

Think of the seven-week journey 
from Passover to Shavuot as a time to 
contemplate the meaning of personal 
freedom. How do we liberate ourselves 
from the many idolatries of mind and 
heart that often confound and confuse 
us? Our intention is to arrive at Sinai 
with an open and loving heart, ready to 

hear the will of the Creator of the Uni-
verse in a new way.

The rabbis often use marriage as a 
metaphor for the relationship between 
God and the Jewish people. They 
describe Passover as the courtship and 

Shavuot as the wedding, when bride and 
groom commit themselves to each other 
in a covenantal relationship. The Torah, 
in this scenario, is the ketubah, or wed-
ding contract. Many synagogues today 

reenact this symbolism when taking the 
Torah out of the ark on Shavuot morn-
ing, decorating a chuppah (marriage 
canopy) with flowers and even read-
ing a “ketubah,” binding God and the  
Jewish people together.

Although the Shavuot-Sinai con-
nection articulated by the rabbis is not 
found in the Torah itself, the depen-
dence of Shavuot on Passover is. 

Here’s a fun fact: Shavuot is the only 
holiday in the Torah for which no spe-
cific calendar date is articulated. How 
do we know when to observe Shavuot? 
Count seven weeks (49 days) from 
Passover. The 50th day is Shavuot. And 
that is the literal meaning of the word 
“Shavuot” —  “weeks!” 

May these weeks of counting lead 
you to both liberation and renewed 
commitment.

Chag Sameach! 
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What I shall always 
cherish are the times 

when something I  
did or said made a  
real difference in 
someone’s life.

Think of the  
seven-week journey  

from Passover to 
Shavuot as a time  

to contemplate  
the meaning of  

personal freedom.
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The evening news broadcast I 
watch opens with 25 minutes  
of crises and disasters but closes  

with a segment, “There’s good news 
tonight,” during which we are shown 
stories of individuals doing wonder-
ful acts of personal kindness. Perhaps 
the network doesn’t want its view-
ers to be totally depressed. Perhaps it 

wants to convey the 
message that, while 
the big picture may 
look gloomy, on the 
ground, there are 
lots of regular people 
doing good stuff. It 
is this latter message 
that I wish to give in 
this column.  

Tablet, the online 
Jewish magazine, recently published 
an article about an updated survey of 
American Jewish life. The picture is 
not great. Only 34.3% of American 
Jews are affiliated with a synagogue, 
with 16.3% describing themselves as 
active. Fifty-six percent of Jews attend 
a synagogue seldom, if ever, and 16% 
describe themselves as “alienated.” 
Seventy-five percent report that Shab-
bat is not meaningful for them. And 

while the percentage of Jews who iden-
tify as Orthodox has stayed constant at 
10%, the number of Jews who identify 
as Conservative (my movement) and 
Reform has declined.  

We must put these numbers in con-
text, but that won’t make us feel much 
better. A 2020 survey of all Americans 
reported that one in four had no reli-
gious affiliation. Other statistics show 
that this number only grew during the 
pandemic. (Pre-pandemic: 25% had 
never attended a religious service; in 
2023, that number grew to 33%.) Four 
out of 10 American adults between 
ages 18 and 29 have never attended a 
religious service. 

It gets worse. Americans are spend-
ing much more time alone. Between 
2014 and 2019, the amount of time 
spent with friends dropped by 37%. 
This number only increased during and 
after the pandemic.  

Back to our own community, 46% 
of Jews report that they have prayed. 
Fifty-five percent describe themselves 
as “very” or “moderately” spiritual, 
and 62% called themselves “some-
what religious.” But only 21% of Jews 
have attended a synagogue service in 
the last 3 months.  Clearly, many Jews 

are searching for Jewish connection 
but are not finding what they want in 
today’s synagogues.  

There is “some good news tonight.” 
Seventy-two percent of people said 
that being Jewish was very import-
ant to them, and 65% want their chil-
dren and grandchildren to be involved  
with Judaism.  

What does all this mean for those  
of us in the synagogue business? I  
have a few thoughts.  

1. We must be constantly welcom-
ing to those who visit our synagogues, 
in person and online.  

2. We must regularly provide a 
range of excellent programming that 
is open to the entire community. Many 
Jews want a “drop-in” relationship 
with a synagogue. Sometimes it takes 

two to three years of connection before 
a person or family is open to joining.  

3. My experience is that there are 
many people — some in relationships 
with Jews, some who are just looking 
for a faith tradition — who are inter-
ested in learning about or becoming 
Jewish. Intro to Judaism classes must 
be a regular part of our agenda. Many 
of those who choose Judaism become 
our most active members.  

4. Our synagogues must be both 
places of comfort and community and 
be active in the outside world. People 
want to connect with groups that are 
doing something important.  

I am not one who believes that the 
sky is falling. But, it is clear that com-
munal activity across the American 
landscape is contracting and chang-
ing. I believe that constant welcoming 
and excellent programming for Jews 
of all ages will keep us strong during 
this time of change. Our synagogues 
must be welcoming places for those  
looking for comfort and a community 
of purpose.  

Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple 
Judea in Fort Myers. 

Engaging our community
By Rabbi Marc Sack
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Only 34.3% of  
American Jews are 

affiliated with  
a synagogue, with  
16.3% describing 

themselves  
as active.

This month, we celebrate Shavuot,  
which began as an ancient har-
vest festival. We also observe 

the holiday as the giving of the Torah 
on Mount Sinai. We traditionally stay 
up all night and study Torah, our sacred 
and ancient document that never 
changes. What is changing is us. Each 
year, it’s as if G-d has once again given 
us the gift of our Torah’s wisdom. We 

may study the same 54 Parshiyot every 
year, but each time we do, the message 
will be different. If we’re willing to lis-
ten, the Torah will provide the answer 
to all our life’s questions.

The word Torah means “instruc-
tion” or “teaching.” The Torah is cer-
tainly a historical document, but it can 
be so much more. Even if we study on 
a regular basis, how many of us can say 

that Torah is the main source of teach-
ing in our lives?

Rabbi Ben Bag-Bag said it best, 
“Continually study Torah for every-
thing is in it.” When we study, we 
uncover new and relevant messages 
that can assist us with present-day 
challenges. Ben Bag-Bag’s advice still 
holds true.

If we’re unemployed and having 
difficulty finding a job, we can read 
how G-d fed the entire population for 
40 years in the desert. From this, we 
learn how our entire livelihood is really 
coming from G-d. We need to do our 
part by going out and collecting the 
manna, meaning taking the action of 

looking for a job. When we make the 
initial effort, we’re inviting Divine 
assistance. Once we take the first 
step, G-d will guide us and illuminate  
our path.

If we’re looking for marital advice, 
we can find it in the Torah. The shining 
example might just be the great respect 
the husband has for the wife and how 
he is ready to defer to her judgment. 
It also shows that we must be sensi-
tive to our spouse. How’s that for free  
marriage counseling?

What about domestic and foreign 
policy? Take the drowning of the 
Egyptians at the Red Sea. When the 
malachim (angels) wanted to praise 

G-d, the answer was, 
“How can you sing 
while my children 
are drowning?” 

Even though G-d 
had to punish his 
children, it was not a 
moment to celebrate. 
To this day, we see 
Torah values in use 
by the IDF as they 

act with great care to protect innocent 
lives in any military operation.

Our Torah is more relevant today 
than ever before and its timeless mes-
sages are just waiting to be put to 
good use in providing a guiding light 
designed to help us navigate our turbu-
lent modern world. The best way for us 
to grow Jewishly is to open our hearts 
and minds to the benefits of learning 
and living Torah values. 

Each year, on Shavuot, we’re called 
to re-receive our Torah and weave it 
into the fabric of our lives. When we 
bring our sacred traditions closer to 
our homes and our lives, we may find 
a new definition of Torah for a modern 
age, a timeless Divine blueprint for a 
happy, healthy and successful life.

Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves  
at Shalom Life Center of Southwest 
Florida. 

Torah — the original self-help book
By Rabbi Lawrence Dermer
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If we’re willing  
to listen, the Torah  

will provide the  
answer to all our  
life’s questions.
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In the manner of Moses
A thought for Shavuot
By Rabbi Soloman Agin D.D.

The finest literary study of Moses 
was done by Thomas Mann in 
a little book that is now out of 

print. With his keen mind and gifted 
pen, he penetrates the character of this 
great man.  

In the climax of Moses’ life, Mann 
portrays him standing on the volcanic 
ash of Mt. Sinai. With powerful arms, 
Moses rips two huge, irregular pieces 
from the mountainside. Then, he 

seizes a sharp stone 
and begins the hard 
tedious job of carv-
ing the 172 Hebrew 
letters on the two 
stones.  In the prim-
itive setting, this task 
takes 39 days. 

On the 40th day, 
as he is about to 
descend with the two 

tablets of law, he pauses to survey the 
commandments. He examines his work 
and notices that the impressions on the 
rock are hardly visible at a distance. 
But where on this dry, barren area, he 
asks himself, will he find color to high-
light the Hebrew characters?  

Then, suddenly, he takes a jagged 
rock and slashes his hand and with his 

own blood, he traces over the letters. 
Having accomplished this task, he 
descends from the mountain to give 
them, through his people, to humanity.  

This is the crux of the Ten Com-
mandments. They must be written 

with a person’s life blood or they are 
nothing. A religious person does not 
worship the Ten Commandments, he/
she lives them. He/she does not pay 
them lip service, but he/she gives them  
service of the mind and the heart.  

If was Maurice Samuel who said, 
“The Ten Commandments assert that 
the force in the making of a civilized 
people is God’s will and that with-
out God’s will there is formlessness  
and void.”  

Rabbi Soloman Agin serves at  
Temple Shalom Port Charlotte. 

A religious  
person does  
not worship  

the Ten  
Commandments,  

he/she  
lives them.

Pesach has come and gone, and 
now we are barreling towards 
the end of the school year. It’s 

been a wild year here at Temple Judea  
Religious School. I think anytime a 
hurricane blows through town and 
disrupts operations, it makes for a 
wild year. It also makes for a year  
of opportunity.

Working as a mobile school, all 
our teachers had to plan differently, 
knowing they weren’t in their own 
classrooms, and projects could not 
sit out from week to week. We had 
to be more proactive in our planning. 
Rather than planning for one week at 
a time and simply gathering materials 
from the supply room the morning of, 
we had to plan weeks in advance so 
that materials could be retrieved from  
off-site storage. 

For our students, it meant taking 
more responsibility for their use of 
space. This was a great lesson in mind-
fulness and respecting others — even 

others who are not in the room with us 
in that moment. It meant being more 
careful with the tables and chairs, 
cleaning up after ourselves and leav-
ing the room ready for preschool the  
following morning. 

For me, it was about balancing 
logistical needs. Which classrooms 
could be used from week to week? Is 
the social hall available (because the 
older children fit better in the larger 
chairs and tables) or is another group 
using it today? My goal was to mini-
mize the negative impacts of losing the 
use of our regular classrooms and keep 
the school motoring along. Despite 
the upheaval, it was a year of growth 
for us, as we welcomed several new  
families into our own. 

For more information about the 
Temple Judea Religious School, our 
spring programs or volunteer oppor-
tunities, please contact Rena Essrog, 
our religious school committee chair,  
by email at rfessrog@msn.com. 

TEMPLE JUDEA RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Fort Myers

Tab Scribner, Director of Congregational Learning

APPLICATION
DEADLINE

 
MAY 30TH

2023

Regional
(Southeast USA)

Camps

For more information, contact Debbie Sanford
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org or visit;

jewishfederationlcc.org/scholarships

Summer 2023
Jewish Overnight
Camp Scholarship

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties
camp scholarship program helps families with 
elementary and middle school children with the
cost of tuition for regional Jewish overnight camps.

To be eligible, campers must live in either Lee or
Charlotte Counties, identify as Jewish, and be

registered to attend an eligible overnight camp.
Camp scholarships are based on financial 

need and awarded by the scholarship review
committee as part of an anonymous 

review and allocation process.
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FOCUS ON YOUTH

April 28, 2023

Scholarship applications are now available for
Jewish residents of Lee and Charlotte
Counties, Florida, wishing to pursue
postsecondary education.

Applicants must be under 30 years of age and
priority will be given to full-time students.
Funding is limited and decisions will be based
primarily on financial need.

For guidelines and application process, 
visit our website at
jewishfederationlcc.org/scholarships

DEADLINE:

ELIGIBILITY:

APPLICATION:
PROCESS

Scholarships are made available from designated funds 
held by TOP Jewish Foundation.

Fall 2023
Educational Scholarships

Available

TEMPLE BETH EL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Fort Myers

Allison Fego, Religious School Coordinator

So many fun things in March!! 
The first weekend in March, 
Temple Beth El and Temple 

Judea had our combined Purim Carni-
val. With the help of members, parents 
and students, we had a great time all 
together. There were tons of games, 
including Purim Derby, Purim Pong, 
King Ahausverous’ Cookie Roll and 
Haman’s Hot Air Boat Race. We also 
had freshly made popcorn, cotton 
candy, pizza and our own Sheriff’s 
Department ice cream truck. 

The following night at Temple  
Beth El, we had our A Beatles Purim-
Spiel & Megillah Reading. Our own 
fourth grade student, Joshua Fego,  

did a great job playing none other  
than Haman!

One of our older students, Jacoby 
Litvak, celebrated becoming a bar 
mitzvah. He did a fabulous job read-
ing from Torah and leading his service.  
We are all very proud of him!

In classes, our second- through 
fourth-grade students spent time focus-
ing on our developmental lens — fam-
ily relationships. Students took time to 
think about all their family members 
and reflect on the support and love they 
get from them. The kids had a chance 
to reflect on a specific family member 
that supports them and made a card to 
show their hakarat hatov for all the 

good they do. They also learned about 
the importance of hakarat hatov and 
family through contemplating the story 
of Purim and thinking about the four 
mitzvot of the holiday. The kids had 
fun learning what the Hebrew words 
were for different family members and 
were told to go home that day and call 
their family members by those words.

In our K- first-grade class, the stu-
dents talked about Passover and what 
the story of Passover signifies. They 
also talked about how each part of the 
seder plays a very important role in the 
retelling of the story. Students even got 
to design and make pillowcases to put 
on their chairs that we can recline on 
during the seder. Students also made 
their own seder plates to be used during 
their family seders.

Older students continue to learn 
about Purim and Passover. While learn-
ing and reviewing all things regarding 

Passover, they talked about how the 
holiday relates to the modern times we 
are in right now. 

Our religious school is excited and 
preparing for our Open House on April 
23 from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. If you 
read this article before then, we invite 
anyone that has Pre-K to seventh-grade 
students to come and see what we are 
all about. The parents and children 
will join in the grade-appropriate class 
and get to experience our time in the 
classroom along with getting to cook 
in the kitchen and prepare food for a 
Yom Ha’atzmaut celebration. They 
will make Israeli salad and hummus, 
then join outside at 11 a.m. for a BBQ, 
crafts and schmoozing. We will finish 
out our open house with a birthday 
cake for Israel. If interested in joining, 
contact Religious School Coordina-
tor Allison Fego at religiousschool@ 
templebethel.com. 

Jacoby Litvak becoming a bar mitzvah

Aaron Raab, Gabby Sanders, Dahlia Bluton and Abigail Fego  
made their own Seder plates for Passover.

Iris Luna-Bord building her boat from wooden 
sticks for Haman's Hot Air Boat Race

Joshua Fego dressed as Haman during 
Temple Beth El’s PurimSpiel.
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May at Temple Judea brings 
opportunities for learning 
and holiday celebrations. 

Tab Scribner, director of congrega-
tional learning, continues Temple 
Judea Religious School with Sunday 
classes and weekday Hebrew on Tues-
days and Wednesdays. Sunday, May 
7 will be the concluding session of 
Temple Judea religious school for this 
season. Tot Shabbat will be held Fri-
day, May 12 at 5 p.m. with music and  
creative activities.

Lunchtime Torah study with Rabbi 
Sack is Thursday, May 4. Classes are 
held at noon on Zoom. All levels of 
Jewish background are welcome. For 
login information, please call the office 
at 239-433-0201. 

Shavuot services, including Yizkor, 
are Friday, May 26 at 9:30 a.m. 

Temple Judea continues to sup-
port the Heights Center with school 
supplies. We have collected, sorted 
and helped distribute supplies to the 
Heights community the last three years. 

Hazak is planning for an enjoyable 
gathering in May. Please contact Joyce 
Rosinger for information by calling 
239-849-0246.

Chaverot’s next book club is Thurs-
day, May 4 at 6 p.m. in the social hall. 
Our book, “The Day the World Came 
to Town” by Jim DeFede, is about 9/11 
in gander Newfoundland. The musi-
cal, “Come From Away,” was based 
on these events. Please bring your own 

dairy or pareve dinner, chaverot will 
provide dessert and drinks.

Temple Judea continues to accept 
food donations to the Cadkin Foun-
dation Food Pantry at Jewish Federa-
tion and feminine hygiene products for 
Cycle Forward. There are collection 
envelopes near the front door for con-
tactless monetary or gift card contri-
butions. Contributions may be mailed. 
Please call the office to ensure your 
contribution has been received.   

Temple Judea is conducting in-per-
son services with an online Zoom 
option. Synagogue members can use 
the Zoom ID and password as pub-
lished in our weekly Megillah. Non- 
local residents can contact the syna-
gogue for information. 

Regularly scheduled events
• Friday evening Shabbat services at 

6:30 p.m. preceded by wine and cheese 
at 6:15 p.m.

• Saturday morning Shabbat ser-
vices at 9:30 a.m. Kiddush luncheons 
will be served every Shabbat. To spon-
sor, contact JoAnn Lewin. 

• Morning minyan every Monday  
at 9 a.m. 

• Rabbi Sack’s lunchtime Torah 
study is the first Thursday each month 
on Zoom. 

We’d love to see you in person or 
on Zoom. 

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com
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WWW.TOPJEWISHFOUNDATION.ORG

Ellen Weiss
Executive Director

813.769.4785
ellen@topjewishfoundation.org

Marcy Friedland
Chief Development Officer

239.263.4205
mfriedland@jewishnaples.org

Together, we are ensuring a Jewish future.

Please contact us to learn how you can make a
charitable gift today while preserving your cash

for immediate or future needs.

Give appreciated assets,
& avoid paying capital
gains tax

Receive a charitable
deduction for your gift
which can lower your
tax bill

Receive lifetime income
benefits for you and your
family

Make greater gifts than
you ever thought possible

Ways to benefit
from making

 non-cash gifts to
your favorite

charities:

The Foundation of the
Jewish Federation of

Greater Naples

The month of April concluded as 
a month filled with many activi-
ties and events.  

On Monday, April 3, there was a 
delightful music program, “The Music 
of Passover and More” with Jane Gal-
ler and Rabbi Agin on bass. The pro-
gram was sponsored by the Lesleigh 
and Sylvia Hershkowitz Memorial 
Fund. A wonderful time was had by the 
many people who attended.  

The annual Seder was held on 
Wednesday, April 5, the first night of 
Passover. The 90 people who attended 
had a beautiful and meaningful Seder 
led by Rabbi Agin. This was the 20th 
year that Rabbi Agin led the Passover 
Seder for Temple Shalom.  

Friday evening, April 7, the Sabbath 
of Passover, a very special Passover 
Oneg Shabbat, came together under the 
watchful eye of Al and Elaine Lubiner. 
All was kosher for Passover.

On Friday, April 14, a Shabbat Service  
honored those celebrating a birthday or an  
anniversary. Rabbi Agin joined David 
Katz in a musical service for that Shabbat.

On Tuesday, April 18, the annual 
Harry and Emmy Loeb Holocaust 
Community Remembrance Day Ser-
vice was held at Temple Shalom. The 
chorus from North Port High School 
under the direction of David Sommer  
presented music that was sung by 
those in concentration camps. The 
Temple was filled. In addition, 11 can-
dles were lit representing the six mil-
lion Jews and five million non-Jews 
whose lives were lost as a result of  
the Holocaust.

Friday, April 21, Temple Shalom 
celebrated the 75th Anniversary of the 
State of Israel with a special Service 
and Oneg. Many thanks to the special 
committee for its assistance.  

In March, Rabbi Agin announced 
that he was stepping down as Rabbi of 
Temple Shalom after 20 years on its 
pulpit. Rabbi Agin’s final service will be 
Friday, August 5. Rabbi Agin concludes 
57 years as a pulpit rabbi, of which 18 
years was rabbi of Temple Beth El as his 
title of Emeritus indicates. 

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201 • www.tjswfl.org

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116 • www.templeshalomfl.com
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CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
Fort Myers

(239) 433-7708 • www.Chabadswf.org

We are grateful to Commu-
nity Free Synagogue online 
Torah student Dr. Douglas 

Zippel, a surgeon in Tel-Aviv, for vis-
iting with us on Zoom to explain the 
protesters’ point of view on present 
matters at issue now in Israel’s polit-
ical life. His presentation was lucid 
and the “Q&A” that followed was  
very constructive.

Thanks to the C.F.S. volunteers who 
manned our table Federation’s IsraelFest. 
Since it was very close to Passover, 
they distributed the rabbi’s handcrafted  
afikomen matzot. All of the nearly 100 
were gone in the first half hour!

We welcomed more than 130 par-
ticipants at our two Community Free 
Seder suppers. Once again, we are 
deeply indebted to Baron and Kim 
Cohen of Cohen & Cohen Catering 
for donating the wonderful food for 
our sedarim. The spirit was joyous  
and uplifting.

On Friday evening, April 21, the 
Cohens also prepared the evening meal 
to celebrate Baron’s son Sean’s first 
birthday since his tragic death earlier 
this year. Love never dies.

Free Sabbath eve meals begin at 
6:30 p.m. each and every Friday. They 
are open to the public and free. You are 

welcome to bring a nondairy dish to 
share, dessert or a bottle of wine. Wor-
ship follows at 7:30 p.m., followed by 
a social hour.

Sabbath morning Torah Study at the 
Rabbi’s home (7210 Falcon Crest Court 
in Forest Country Club) is from 9:30  
to 11 a.m. each week. A light breakfast 
is served. It is also Zoomed to students 
around the world via the C.F.S. Zoom 
room, easily accessed through the 
synagogue’s website, www.fortmyers 
syagogue.com.

Now in its 18th year, Rabbi Diamond  
leads the Community Free Synagogue, 

which is “modern traditional,” observ-
ing traditional forms of worship and 
study while embracing more inclu-
sive contemporary values and ethi-
cal standards. It meets on the Unity 
of Fort Myers campus at 11120  
Ranchette Road.

All C.F.S. events and programs 
are free, open to all, without financial 
solicitations or membership require-
ments. Its purpose is to enable the 
“work of the sacred” — study, wor-
ship and benevolence in a harmo-
nious setting of mutual respect and  
genuine affection. 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 247-4556 • www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Teffilin at Israeli Fest  

Volunteers at the C.F.S. IsraelFest booth with the handcrafted  
afikomen matzot they gave away 

Rachel B. tastes the afikomen she found at 
the 1st Night Community Free Seder. Her 
prize was chocolates from mom and dad!

Madison shares the afikomen with  
Rabbi Diamond.

Baron and Kim Cohen with the Diamonds at the C.F.S. 2nd Night Seder.  
Cohen & Cohen Catering donated both nights' suppers.

What a great Passover holiday. 
Thanks to all who joined  
and celebrated with us.

Please join us for the following:

Prayers 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 7 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Friday evening, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Torah study
Live class – Kabbalah class, Saturday 
at 9 a.m.; Jewish Law class, Saturday 
at 7:45 p.m.
Online classes – https://www.youtube.
com/@Rabbiminkowicz

Community Holiday  
celebrations
Lag B’Omer Bonfire, Tuesday, May 9 
at 7:30 p.m.

Shavuot
Thursday, May 25, 7:45 p.m.

Friday, May 26, 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Reading of the 10 Commandments 
from the Torah, 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, May 27, 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Yizkor, 10:45 a.m.

Shmura Matzah distribution to our community
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April was a full month of activi-
ties at Temple Beth El, with our 
huge presence at IsraelFest, 

our second night Seder at the Club at 
Grandezza, Men’s Club’s Wigs & Waf-
fles event, the showing of “Shalom Ita-
lia” in remembrance of Yom HaShoah, 
and our own Israel Independence Day 
Celebration held April 26th.  

May has arrived, and we start out 
the month with B’nai Mitzvah. Mazel 
tov to the Schwartz family as twins, 
Kai and Joshua Schwartz, are called to 
the bimah to read from the Torah and 
celebrate their B’nai Mitzvah on Satur-
day, May 6! 

Temple Beth El wishes all moth-
ers everywhere a happy Mother’s Day 
on Sunday, May 14. On Friday night, 
May19, Cantor Beth Schlossberg will 
share the bimah with Rabbi Luna. We 
will have a group candlelighting and 
religious school confirmation. Please 
come support our young adults with 
your presence that Friday evening. Our 
children are our future.  

Sisterhood will be holding its 
monthly Ladies who Lunch at Il 
Pomodoro Italian restaurant at noon on 
May 23. Join in the fun. You need not 
be a member to attend, but you do need 
to register. Contact the office at 239-
433-0018 or register by email.  

Please join Temple Beth El in a 
celebration of life service with brunch 
for Paul Simko to be held Thursday, 
May 25 at 10:30 a.m. Donations may 
be made in honor of Paul through the 
website while registering for the event 
or make your check payable to Temple 
Beth El via U.S. mail.   

Recurring Temple Beth  
El programs

• Nonperishable food items can be 
dropped off in the temple lobby shop-
ping cart whenever the building is open.

• All are welcome Saturday morn-
ings at 9 a.m. for Torah study with 
Rabbi Luna on Zoom.

• Book club is held the first Wednes-
day of the month at 2:45 p.m. on Zoom.

• Tot Shabbat is May 5 and June 2. 
This is a kid-friendly service at 6 p.m. 
Come for the fellowship, the pizza 
and the fun. Please RSVP by calling  
239-433-0018 to be sure we have 
enough food.

• History & Heritage of Our People 
is the third Tuesday of the month — 
May 16 at 7 p.m. on Zoom.

• Shabbat services are open to all 
on Fridays at 7:30 p.m. live in the 
sanctuary, on Zoom and streaming  
on Facebook.  

• 12-Step Recovery Group meets 
every Saturday at 11 a.m. on Zoom. 
Experience the 12 steps from a Jewish 
perspective, seeking a path to recov-
ery through Judaic spiritual principles. 
We are a fellowship of people who are 
recovering from alcohol, drugs and 
other addictions such as food, gam-
bling, sex, shopping, etc... The book 
we use is “Twelve Jewish Steps to 
Recovery” by Rabbi Kerry Olitzky & 
Stuart Copans, M.D., second edition.

To learn more about Temple Beth 
El and our special events, Shabbat ser-
vices and recurring programs, visit our 
website at templebethel.com. There’s 
always something happening here, and 
our members make it happen: Current 
Events, Coffee & Chat, Theology & 
Life, Francophone & Hispanophone 
Group, Environmental Group, Solo 
Travelers, Caring and Visitations. 

Follow us on Facebook: @Temple 
BethElofFortMyers and Instagram:  
@templebethelfortmyers. You can always  
contact the office at 239-433-0018. 
Temple Beth El … where everyone 
matters. 

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018 • www.templebethel.com

Howard Weinstein, Michael Altman, Howard Ben-Asher and Flo and Larry Giltman

Karen Quanstrom, Phyllis and Berny Aronson 

Shalom Life Center is Southwest 
Florida’s premier warm and 
welcoming home for contem-

porary Jewish life with a passionate 
commitment to community and spiri-
tual growth, where everyone is always 
welcome to be a part of our amazing 
SLC family!

Shabbat evening services are held 
every Friday at 7 p.m. from May to Sep-
tember and at 7:30 p.m. from September 
through April. Every Saturday morning 
at 10 a.m., SLC offers an interactive and 
participatory Torah and Kabbalah study 
led by Rabbi Dermer with a focus on the 
relevance of our timeless traditions and 
bringing the ancient wisdom of Torah 
into our daily lives. 

SLC offers individualized bar/
bat mitzvah preparation, Torah and 

Kabbalah study, Women’s Circle, 
Men’s Club, Book Club, Yiddish Cul-
ture Club, The Shalom Shmoozers 
Social Club, special events, concerts, 
dinners, and so much more. If you’d 
like to learn more, please send us an 
email or give us a call.

SLC also offers many other oppor-
tunities to enhance your Jewish life 
and learning and further your involve-
ment in community service while  
making friends in a warm and welcom-
ing community. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where community is family 
and prayer is always inspirational, 
meaningful and musical. For more 
information, visit  www.shalomlife 
center.org. 

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433 • www.shalomlifecenter.org

TUESDAYS    12 ~ 3 P.M.
 

Jewish Federation Community Room
9701 Commerce Center Court * Fort Myers

 

 

MAHJ   NG

Demonstration & lessons for beginners can
be available upon interest.

For more information, 
contact Mindi Weinstein at
mindiweinstein@yahoo.com

NEW & experienced 
players welcome!
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555 • www.templebethshalomcc.org

Our 50th Anniversary Gala, a 
spectacular black-tie event, 
was a huge success. Thank you 

to all the Temple Beth Shalom members 
who helped make it so very wonderful: 
Helene Glocer, Jorge Glocer, Stephanie 
Levine, Peri Pantazes, Lea Rosenberg, 
Steve Hertz, Maxine Morris, Rocky 
Baker, Ruthie Belkin, Robin Razowsky, 
Denise Simenauer and Peter Simenauer. 
Without them, it couldn’t have been 
possible. Very special thanks go to Can-
tor Barry Butensky, who so masterfully 
led us from planning stages to fruition 
for this joyous occasion.

Our Passover Seder was held the 
second night of Passover and was 

catered by Miceli’s Restaurant, with 
specialized Passover foods made by 
temple members. We had more than 
70 guests who enjoyed the food and 
wonderful service. If you missed it, 
you missed the very best chopped liver 
ever! It was prepared by none other 
than our multitalented Cantor Barry.  
It was to die for! 

If you haven’t been to Temple Beth 
Shalom lately, we invite you to come 
and see what a delightful synagogue we 
are. Besides having members who will 
greet you with open arms, our build-
ing has been completely remodeled, 
inside and out, with beautiful stone 
walls in our sanctuary, new flooring 

everywhere, new lighting, new security 
cameras, and much more. The social 
hall is beautiful and large enough to 
host grand parties such as weddings, 
bar mitzvahs, anniversaries, and so on.  
We have a commercial kitchen and 
huge lighted parking lot. Call us if you 
would like to see the hall and are inter-
ested in renting the newly remodeled 
facility. It is one of the best halls avail-
able in the Greater Fort Myers area!

New Member Shabbat
We will hold our New Member Shab-
bat on May 13. It will be a delightful 
event. Anyone interested in attending 
is welcome.

Book Club
Our TBS Book Club continues to be 
an enjoyable and educational time. Our 
members read and discuss books cho-
sen to inform and inspire. The book we 
are now reading is “The Song of the 

Jade Lily,” a lush and provocative story 
of World War II history, family secrets, 
a Jewish refugee, a fierce friendship 
and how the power of hardship and 
courage can shape us all.

Mahjong
Mahjong is back at TBS! Starting on 
Wednesday, May 10 at TBS and con-
tinuing every Wednesday from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., we will host mahjong for 
anyone wanting to play. Bring your set 
if you have one and bring your card, 
although there will be extras avail-
able. Snacks will be served and there 
will be teachers for anyone wanting  
to learn.

We hope that all of you had an 
inspiring Passover and delicious Seder. 
We want all Jews in the Greater Fort 
Myers area to know that we are think-
ing of you and wishing you the very 
best during this time of reflection  
and renewal. 

Temple Beth Shalom celebrates 50th anniversary
By Helene Glocer 

Life begins at 50! And if you don’t 
believe it, just ask the members 
of Temple Beth Shalom.

We celebrated our 50th anniversary 
with a huge gala in our newly remodeled 
building. Just as we are not your usual 
congregation, our celebration reflected 
our desire to go above and beyond in all 
we do.

It was not just a celebration of our 
congregation, but also of the Greater 
Lee County community of which we are 
part. We took the opportunity to honor 
Dr. Lawrence Antonucci, CEO and pres-
ident of Lee Health. Dr. Antonucci was 
a key person in helping the citizens of 
Lee County through the pandemic and 
all the other health crises that we face. 
Part of the revenue from our ad journal 
will go toward his special projects.

The gala itself surpassed our wild-
est expectations. The decorations were 
gorgeous, the appetizers, meals and des-
serts catered by Café You were superb 

and not anything like you have ever had 
at a similar event. The music by Lucky 
Penny had everyone up and dancing. 

The event started with a Havdalah 
service. Every table had a Havdalah 
candle, wine and spice box and every-
one participated. The speeches were 
short, some humorous and all interest-
ing. The silent auction had some beau-
tiful art and jewelry donated by local 

artists and businesses. There were also 
some fabulous timeshare resort stays.

A big thank you to the Gala Com-
mittee and Cantor Barry Butensky, who 
worked so hard to make this a success 
and showed us what we are capable of. 

This is just the beginning. Come 
check us out and be part of the wonder-
ful things we will achieve in our second 
half century. 

Jessica Lamb lights the Havdalah candle 

The Gala Committee

Diana and Bob dance the night away
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MONDAY, MAY 22    
 12:00-1:30 PM

AMAVIDA 
7650 Gladiolus Drive
Fort Myers, FL 33908

RSVP by Thursday, MAY 18

TUESDAY, MAY 16     
 12:00-1:30 PM

Temple Shalom Charlotte 
Harbor & The Gulf Islands

23190 Utica Ave.
Port Charlotte, FL 33949
RSVP by Friday, MAY 12

New lunch location!

Free!
FUN!

Food!
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jodicohen@jfedlcc.org or 239-284-2116
Let us know if you need a ride.

TEMPLE NEWS

Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the 

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

Bat Yam Temple of The Island Passover 2023
By Tanya Hochschild

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862 • www.batyam.org

It is a pleasure, as always, to bring 
our community news of Bat Yam. 
March and April were busy months. 

Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer presented a talk 
at Shell Point on the Jews of Cuba, 
which was very well received. Rabbi 
Stephen Fuchs gave a sermon for the 
Sanibel UCC, currently meeting at the 
Rescue Church, the UCC’s temporary 
home. He gave another talk at Shell 

Point to educate people on Passover. It 
was attended by many non-Jews and, 
as with his Purim program, the group 
was very engaged and impressed with 
his knowledge.

We hosted a showing of the film 
“God on Trial,” a thought-provoking, 
sad documentary about prisoners of 
Auschwitz, many of whom were wait-
ing to be called to what would be their 

death.  These men decided to hold a trial 
to decide if God was guilty or innocent 
of causing the Jewish plight. It was a 
powerful afternoon with animated dis-
cussion following the film.  

On a lighter note, our annual meet-
ing took place at the Federation build-
ing. Alan Lessack was able to step down 
after a multiyear presidency because 
new leaders were now ready to take 
his place. Janice Block Chaddock was 
installed as president, Sandy Teger as 
1st vice president, Annette Pacyga as 
2nd vice president, Nancy Greenberg 
and Sheila Sklar as recording and cor-
responding secretaries, and Joel Vogel  
as treasurer.

Bat Yam was proud to participate in 
celebrating Israel’s 75th anniversary. We 
had a table at the Art Alliance on April 
2. The crowd was joyful and responsive. 
Thanks to all who stopped by.

We are excited about celebrating our 
first seder with both rabbis leading it. 
Tanya Hochschild, who writes our “Bat 
Yam Matters” newsletter and chairs the 
Writers Group at Shell Point, has gra-
ciously offered to help with our monthly 
L’Chayim articles. Her first is in this 
issue. It’s a cheery take on seder prep at 
Bat Yam. Enjoy!  

Come visit us Friday nights at 7 p.m. 
for services at the Jewish Federation. 

Like racehorses out of the gate, 
the Bat Yam Seder Committee 
made offers to cater the entire 

Passover meal for 50 guests. Less than 
5 minutes after the start of the meeting, 
all the courses were covered; herring, 
chopped liver, charoset, chicken soup 
with matzo balls, brisket, Sephardic 
chicken, two different kinds of kugel, 
10 pounds of candied carrots, all sym-
bolic foods for the seder plate and 
desserts, including many Pesach deli-
cacies and fruit salad. One brave soul 
offered to make 129 matzo balls. 

A few days before Passover, emails 
started circulating from the various cooks:

Chopped Liver: “Just quartered 
about 40 onions! And not a tear! 
Breathing through my mouth worked! 
Wearing surgical gloves is my idea to 
keep the onion stench off my hands. 
Cooking for 50 is humungous!”  

Brisket: “Okay, I don’t want to be 
that person, but 40 pounds of raw 
brisket isn’t a walk in the park! After 
I chopped the garlic, sliced the onions 
and prepared each of these beauties, 
I spent five days reading on the inter-
net how to get the smell out of my 
apartment!” 

Charoset: “Thankfully, multiple 
freezers allowed me time to peel 10 
pounds of apples. I hope everyone 
comes with a major appetite! For those 
who don’t eat meat, there is always  

the three large Costco bags of aspara-
gus to consume.” 

The congregant who tackled Sep-
hardic chicken gets an A for effort. 
This is her story: Publix did not 
have 16 pounds of boneless, skinless 
chicken thighs, but with staff help and 
the dexterity of one of the butchers, 
our enthusiastic cook received her full 
order, which not only included chicken 
thighs, but onions, celery, carrots, apri-
cots and pomegranate juice. This was 
the first time she ever accepted an offer 
for help wheeling her cart out to the car 
and unloading it.  

Having only white horseradish was 
solved when a congregant came across 
bottles of red horseradish in Sarasota. 

The committee hit a snag when they 
went looking for the symbolic food 
that’s on every seder plate. Baileys 
always provided the lamb shank bone 
(which stands in for the ancient lamb 
sacrifice), but Baileys is not open yet, 
thanks to Hurricane Ian. After futile 
sorties to area supermarkets, frozen 
shank bones were found online. And 
so it was that another capable commit-
tee member cooked them, removed the 
meat, then roasted them so they could 
be added to the seder plates, together 
with the parsley (representing spring), 
the charred egg (the burnt offering 
brought in Temple days), the charoset 
(mix of wine, fruit and nuts) and the 

moror (a bitter herb, which conjures 
the bitterness of slavery). 

Because Passover is essentially a 
family celebration in the home, our 
congregation was thankful when a 
beautiful downstairs space in a private 
home was offered. The host and host-
ess prepared the tables for the seder, 
resplendent with cloths, napkins, can-
dles, vases for flowers and silverware 
on every table. The room was arranged 
so that everyone would have a view 
of our rabbis, who were leading the 
service. On the tables were specially 
printed Haggadahs, the book dedicated 
to honor the Exodus story. Passover is 

the feast of freedom and, this year, as in 
previous ones, the reading of the Hag-
gadah, the songs and the questions and 
answers added to our ongoing story of 
a momentous event in the history of the 
Jewish people. 

When Bat Yam congregants recall 
celebrating Passover 2023, we will 
remember that, in spite of the pan-
demic, in spite of Hurricane Ian, in 
spite of not being in our usual hall, we 
celebrated together in a big way! 

N.B. The names of the cooks are 
purposely being withheld. Only com-
pliments will reveal their names! 
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HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011

We have just celebrated Pass-
over, recounting the story of 
our Exodus from Egypt by 

a “mixed multitude.” Since its incep-
tion, Hadassah has focused on help-
ing immigrants and refugees, studying 
their issues from cultural and histori- 
cal perspectives.

Today’s refugees from many lands in 
turmoil remind us that the socialization 
of people must be built on kindness; we 
must be a beacon to humanity by wel-
coming the stranger and saving lives.

Our recent Hadassah magazine 
highlights the plight of Mizrahi Jews. 
Their heritage, their secular and cul-
tural characteristics of Judaism are so 
foreign to Ashkenazic and Sephardic 
Jews. Hence, they experience prejudice 
for being Jewish from both Jews and 
non-Jews. Too often, they are victims 
of racism as well as antisemitism.

Mizrahim followed the lead of our 
ancestors, with their own modern-day 
departure from Arab lands: Morocco, 
Tunisia, Libya, Syria, Iraq, Yemen, and 

others. It’s much the same path that 
Jews took during the Exodus.

National Hadassah President Rhoda 
Smolow wrote that we live in an era 
of diversity awareness, where Israel is 
trying to integrate Ashkenazi, Sephardi 
and Mizrahi Jews.

Israelis and many Jews around the 
world observe three important cele-
brations that come immediately after 
Passover. The first is Yom Hashoah, 
Holocaust Memorial Day, starting at 
sundown on April 17. At sundown on 
April 24, Yom Hazikaron begins. That 
is Israel’s Memorial Day to remember 
those who died fighting to establish 
the state of Israel, as well as all mil-
itary personnel killed in active duty. 
That’s followed the next day by Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, Israeli Independence Day, 
marking the official date when the state 
of Israel was established.

Next month, I hope to elaborate 
on Hadassah‘s mini medical mira-
cles. Please look forward to our new 
“Expanding Horizons Plus,” which 
will include some live and some  
Zoom presentations. 

Mark your calendar 
April 27 at 10:30 a.m. 
A Remembrance of Raoul Wallenberg, 
A Righteous Gentile
Judit Price will discuss this Swedish 
diplomat, a humanitarian and hero 
who saved 90,000 Jews from the  
gas chambers, including Price  
and her mother.

May 10 at 10:30 a.m.
The Conversation 
Rabbi Adam Miller, senior rabbi  
of Temple Shalom, will lead  
an interactive discussion  
on antisemitism.

May 22 at 3:30 p.m.
Stephani Bakes 
Bakery chef Stephani Schwartz  
is back by popular demand with  
a Zoom presentation where she  
will share her skill and recipes.

I am looking forward to seeing you 
at all our upcoming events! 

Hadassah focuses on 
helping immigrants  
and refugees
By Joyce Toub, Collier/Lee Hadassah President

Jewish War Veterans 
Victor Paul Tuchman  
Post 400
By Eryka Aptaker

JEWISH WAR VETERANS
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400

(239) 246-3151

Slowly but surely, we are coming 
back from the effects of Hurri-
cane Ian. While our membership 

needs to be increased, the Jewish War 
Veterans Post 400 continues to serve 
our veterans and community. 

During our meeting in February, 
we had the honor of listening to mem-
ber Jerry Tuttle provide a presentation 
called “Judaism and Mathematics.” 
Based on his presentation, there appears 
to be many unanswered questions as 

to the origins of certain mathematical 
principles and coinciding numbers, as 
they pertain to Judaism. It was a fasci-
nating presentation.

In lieu of our March meeting, post 
members gathered for an outing in Punta 
Gorda to see the Vietnam Veterans Wall. 
Our Honor Guard was present to read a 
speech and our Commander played taps 
at the wall in memoriam of those who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice. The Viet-
nam War’s place in our national story 
is remembered March 29, a day when 
most schools and workplaces stay open, 
and observances are typically kept 
among those of our wartime generation. 
Those of that generation understand the 
significance of National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day, which has been observed 
since 2017, when former President 
Trump signed the Vietnam War Veter-
ans Recognition Act. 

This year marks the 50th anniver-
sary of the day the last U.S. combat 
troops departed from Vietnam, closing 
the curtain on a long and complicated 
time in world history. Even years after 
Saigon fell, we continue to lose more 
members of our military who served 
during that time. Agent Orange-related 
illnesses, PTSD and other wounds of 
war take their toll, more and more, as 
the years pass. While historians con-
tinue to debate and second-guess the 
strategies and decisions of America’s 
political leaders during the Vietnam 
War, the noble service of the men 
and women who served there should  
not be forgotten. 

As Sunday, April 2 rolled around, 
the post participated in IsraelFest, 
held at the Alliance for the Arts in Fort 
Myers. This year celebrated Israel’s 
75th birthday and numerous organiza-
tions were there to show their support. 
There was food, music and dancing. It 
was a wonderful time! 

More importantly, the Victor Paul 
Tuchman Post 400 had a table there in 
an effort to raise funds for the Nordhau-
sen Concentration Camp flag. This is 
an ongoing effort and, for those of you 
who don’t understand the significance 

of this flag, it was made by survivors 
of the Nordhausen Concentration 
Camp after liberation. They used their 
uniforms to make an American flag 
and the stars on the flag are the Stars  
of David. 

The flag hangs at the American 
Legion in downtown Fort Myers. It had 
sustained some mold/water damage. 
We are trying to raise funds to have 
this flag restored, as it is an important 
part of our history. Please help us. We 
cannot let this flag fall into ruins. There 
is no “take two” on this. Please don’t 
let the memory of these survivors fall 
to the wayside. We must never forget. 

As always, in these articles, we ask 
that you consider joining this amazing 
and dedicated group. Come join us as 
we engage in bagels, cream cheese and 
great conversation. The Jewish War 
Veterans, founded in 1896, is the old-
est continuing veteran’s organization in 
America. We are challenged in the pur-
suit of new members to keep our orga-
nization alive. With the loss of many 
of our WWII veterans and older mem-
bers, we are striving to have members 
of our younger generation(s) join and 
show support to the JWV. 

We have a Patron membership for 
non-veterans. If your family mem-
bers were veterans, think about hon-
oring them by joining the JWV Post 
400. I joined in memory of my father, 
a Korean War veteran. It was the best 
decision I have ever made. This group 
has been a blessing in my life and some 
of the members have become like fam-
ily to me. You would be a part of a very 
dedicated, committed and welcoming 
group of individuals. We hope to see 
you at our future meetings! 

Our next meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, April 30, 9:30 a.m., at the  
Jewish Federation in Fort Myers. In 
May, there will be no regular meeting, as 
our post will be engaging in Memorial  
Day services. 

To become a member or if you have 
questions, please contact Commander 
Harvey Charter at hbcharter@aol.com 
or 239-246-3151. 

Honor Guard at the Vietnam Wall in Punta Gorda

Berny Aronson, Marshall Lieberman and Robert Ruberto at the JWV Israelfest table
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Friendly Visitor Program
Visit, call or Zoom

   We're inviting volunteers to call, Zoom or meet in
person with one or two people on a regular basis.
   Stories and connection are what make the world
go 'round. Why not make a friend and perform a
mitzvah at the same time?

Interested in The Friendly Visitor Program?
Call Nancy Klein: 239-481-4449 x2 or

friendlyvisitor@jfedlcc.org

ORGANIZATIONS

Iwant to know who I am, so I need to 
know who you’ve been.” ~ Gabriela  
Garcia, author of “Women and Salt”

“If I don’t find out who they are, 
how will I know who I am?” ~ Eleanor 
Reissa, author of “The Letters Project: 
A Daughter’s Journey”

Children of Holocaust survivors 
may have many things in common, 
but there is one item that stands out as 
distinctly different. How open were the 
survivors to their children about their 
Holocaust experience? This distinction 
is probably true for any parent/child 
relationship, regardless of whether or 
not there is the trauma of genocide in 
the mix.

Asking questions to one’s family 
members is one thing. Asking ques-
tions to complete strangers rises to 
another level. Louis Schmidt recently 
spoke in Southwest Florida about 
his experience as an interviewer of 
Holocaust survivors for the USC  
Shoah Foundation.

Schmidt started his career in the 
1960s as a reporter at Look maga-
zine, then became a senior producer 
for the NFL, where he won three 
Emmy and four Ace Awards and was 
the recipient of the silver medal from 
the International Film and Television 
Festival of New York. When Steven 
Spielberg announced, after he won 
the Oscar for “Schindler’s List” in 
1994, that he was setting up a founda-
tion to record interviews with 50,000 

Holocaust survivors, Schmidt didn’t 
hesitate to contact him to get involved 
with the project. (https://sfi.usc.edu/
search-page?search=louis+schmidt)

“There is great power in remem-
brance,” says Schmidt, whose purpose 
as an interviewer was to preserve his-
tory by putting a human face on his-
toric events. He was well-trained in 
both asking questions about horrific 
experiences and being objective in  
his responses.

In many instances, he was able to 
provide answers to the survivors’ fam-
ilies for questions they didn’t even 
know to ask. 

Schmidt talked about the “pain-
ful, personal journeys through dark-
ness … through the cobwebs of time” 
that he witnessed as an interviewer. 
Although he didn’t share the specific 
questions he asked, he was very clear 
to tell his current audience about the 
need for everyone to bear witness, 
quoting Elie Wiesel, “Whoever hears 
a witness, becomes a witness,” and 
Maya Angelou, “There is no greater 
agony than telling a story that is hidden  
within you.” 

It is possible that some of us were 
afraid to ask those questions for  
fear of what might be unleashed. We  

weren’t sure how we would be able  
to respond.

If you attended the Yom HaShoah 
program in Naples last month, you saw 
a play about a local survivor’s story. 
Abe Price, like so many survivors, is 
no longer present. Schmidt reminded 
us that now, “…never again depends 
on you.” 

If you are from a Holocaust- 
impacted family, it is never too late to 
ask questions and search for answers. 
The questions may be as basic as find-
ing out what hobbies your father had 
growing up or as difficult as finding out 
the exact names of your mother’s sib-
lings who perished in Europe. Perhaps 
there is a cousin to your father who is 
still alive and who played with him as a 
child. Perhaps there is a ghetto identity 
card that lists all your mother’s siblings 
that is available on a website.

GenShoah SWFL brings together 
not just children of survivors (second 
generation), but anyone who finds 
resonance in the mission: Promoting 
Holocaust education and human rights, 
preserving the history and memories of 
the Holocaust, connecting with other 
second- and third-generation families, 
and supporting the Holocaust Museum 
& Cohen Education Center. 

There are no fees. Just the opportu-
nity to learn, be active and be together. 
To get on the membership list and 
receive ongoing information, contact 
genshoah@hmcec.org. 

Do you know who you are?
By Shelley Lieb and Ida Margolis

Louis Schmidt

Marcela Katz Guggenheim visits the GenShoah SWFL table at Celebrate Israel @75.

Ida Margolis and Michael Gurtman & Fran Gurtman welcome  
inquiries about GenShoah SWFL at Celebrate Israel @75.
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Marcia Can Help
a fund of the Jewish Federation and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card distribution, and crisis grants to
prevent utility cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation and other essential services
without which none of us can live.                                        

Inspired by the recognition that these needs
   must be addressed in our community, and 

 as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, a 
long-time resident of Sanibel 

and social activist. Her 
husband Jack 

established the 
MARCIA CAN HELP 

fund In 2017.

 

Help us meet these pressing needs by 
contributing to the MARCIA CAN HELP fund.   

For further information please contact
Debbie Sanford at (239) 481-4449 ext. 6 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771

In March, the “Local Jewish History 
Film Festival” brought important 
and impactful stories of local Jew-

ish individuals who helped establish 
the Jewish presence in Southwest Flor-
ida and/or demonstrated to everyone 
who cared to learn just how important 
individual stories are. It is important 
for each Jewish individual to remem-
ber that people may judge the entirety 

of the Jews based on one individu-
al’s behavior and interactions. It has 
always been like that. Chances are, it 
will always be like that. 

During the festival, we presented 
four Southwest Florida Jewish Pioneers 
documentaries, which we produced. 
The films are about Irving Berzon, 
Richard Segalman, Murray Hendel 
and Gene Goodman, who illuminated  

the way to relevancy and the impor-
tance of being connected to a situation 
or a place.

It is vital to know and understand 
the history of the region. On average, 
1,650 people currently move to Flor-
ida daily. This is an increase from 
1,000 daily averages over the previous 
decade. It has been proven that, while 
escaping the north, migrants bring the 
same values and ideals to the Sunshine 
State. It has been noted in Southwest 
Florida that many immediately apply 
their northern mode to their new south-
ern environs, without first studying or 
even observing how, what and why 
things have been done. 

The Southwest Florida Jewish Pio-
neers documentaries are educational 
for both Jewish and non-Jewish view-
ers, imparting relevancy and expecta-
tions of continuity that the early Jewish 
Southwest Florida left for successor 
generations. Our Jewish community, or 
subculture, as I like to refer to it, plays 
a significant role, despite its usual pro-
portionate 1% of the general popula-
tion share. 

Jews have built, organized, 
improved and expanded. Of course, 
in the process, some of the accom-
plishments may have been counterpro-
ductive as they destroyed or removed 
things — as progress tends to. But as 
we see the turnover in population and 
newcomers are many, we increase 
our efforts to educate, preserve and 
promote the contributions by Jews to 
Southwest Florida. 

May films
As we commemorate Jewish American 
Heritage Month (JAHM), we reeducate 
the new arrivals and willing to review 
old-timers with important stories of 
creation of Lee and Charlotte Counties’ 
Jewish Federation and early Collier 

County Jewish history. Both programs 
have no fee and will be at the Nina Iser 
Jewish Cultural Center.

On Tuesday, May 2 at 3 p.m., we 
will present “Southwest Florida Jewish 
Pioneers: Helen Weinfeld.” This docu-
mentary is about Naples’ very first, ini-
tially self-appointed Jewish historian, 
who documented and preserved much 
of the early story of Jewish life in  
Collier County. 

On Tuesday, May 9 at 3 p.m., we 
will share the story of “Southwest Flor-
ida Jewish Pioneers: The Labodas of 
Fort Myers.” This film covers the days 
of Lee and Charlotte counties’ Jewish 
communities as told by their Jewish 
Federation co-founder Sheila Laboda 
and her husband, Dr. Jerry Laboda.

Are you interested in sponsoring 
this or any other event? Your gener-
osity helps us continue our research 
and make the next films. No amount is 
too small, and you may donate online,  
by mail or by contacting us at office@ 
jhsswf.org.

You may now purchase Jewish His-
torical Society of SWFL memberships 
online or mail us a check. A family 
membership is $54; individual mem-
bership is $36; student membership 
is $18; and corporate sponsorship is 
$300. If mailing a check, please send 
to The Jewish Historical Society of 
Southwest Florida, 8805 Tamiami Trail 
North, Suite #255, Naples, FL 34108.

We can be reached at 833-547-
7935 (833-JHS-SWFL), www.jhsswf.
org or office@jhsswf.org. The Virtual 
Museum of SWFL Jewish History is 
located online at http://jewishhistory 
southwestflorida.org/.

The Jewish Historical Society of 
Southwest Florida is a section 501(c)
(3) charitable organization. Contribu-
tions are deductible to the fullest extent 
allowed by law. 

The month of May brings the 
Jewish people two holidays. 
The first, Lag B’Omer, begins 

at sunset May 8 and ends the follow-
ing evening. Lag B’Omer is the 33rd 
day of the Counting of the Omer and 
serves as a break in the rules during the 
time of the Omer counting. Weddings 
and other celebrations are allowed 
on that day. The Torah, in Leviticus, 
requires the counting of 49 days. The 
Omer counting starts the second night 
of Passover and concludes at the begin-
ning of Shavuot. It serves to connect 
the two observances. 

On the 49th day of the Omer, 
Shavuot begins, this year at sunset on 
May 25, and ends two days later. In 

ancient Israel, Shavuot was associated 
with the first of the wheat harvest that 
was to be brought to the Temple in Jeru-
salem. Today, the holiday focuses on the 
giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. 

For the summer months of 2023, 
when many Chavurat Shalom members 
are elsewhere and focused on their pri-
mary abodes or traveling, we will fol-
low snowbird guidance. There will be 
a Friday Shabbat service every week 
at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom and informal 
Tuesday Zoom “Schmooze” sessions, 
but the Thursday Speakers Series and 
Saturday Len Minsky Current Events 
sessions will pause until autumn. 

This year, our members are espe-
cially scattered because of the effects 

of Hurricane Ian, so we have added 
another “Schmooze” Zoom session 
every month to help us stay in touch 
with each other. We will have informal 
Zoom “Schmoozes” twice a month, 
on the second and fourth Tuesdays at 
7:30 p.m. The May Zoom “Schmooze” 
schedule is Tuesday, May 9 and Tues-
day, May 23.  

To obtain Zoom links for our Shab-
bat services, welcoming everyone from 
all religious traditions to participate, or 
for our informal “Schmooze” sessions, 
email chavuratshalom@gmail.com or 
write to 20031 Sanibel View Circle, 
Unit 202, Ft. Myers 33908, our tempo-
rary address due to Hurricane Ian.

We will plan special programming 
for the High Holy Days in September.

A special Chavurat Shalom proj-
ect is the collection of donations 
from members to be disbursed by the  
Tzedakah Committee. In the past, 
committee members voted to donate 
to nonprofit organizations aligned 
with the demands of the COVID pan-
demic. Last year, the focus for distri-
bution of funds was the well-being of  

women and children in our local com-
munity (Fort Myers), our national 
community and in Israel, as well as 
helping victims of the war in Ukraine. 
This year, after a special Purim-Pass-
over appeal, we are focusing on help-
ing victims of Hurricane Ian through-
out the Ft. Myers and Sanibel areas. 
Also, a portion of the funds was 
directed to the JOINT Distribution 
Committee to aid victims of the war 
in Ukraine. This donation was made in 
memory of the first Yahrzeit of our past  
Chavurat Shalom president, Leonard  
Minsky, whose family emigrated to the 
U.S. from Ukraine. 

Chavurat Shalom is a welcoming 
community committed to the study 
and celebration of our Jewish cultural 
heritage and religious traditions. Come 
join us and be with friends. Visit the 
up-to-date website at www.chavurat 
shalomofsouthwestflorida.org for the 
current schedule or send an email 
to chavuratshalom@gmail.com for 
information and to obtain Zoom links  
to programs. 

Be relevant, do relevantly, 
get relevancy
By Marina Berkovich, JHSSWF President

Fellowship of peace
By Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold and Marcia Rudin

CHAVURAT SHALOM OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

Read the current and recent issues of L’CHAYIM  
online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Results of a  
recent  national  
survey of 25,000  

families conducted  
by PJ Library

Parents in Lee and Charlotte 
counties whose children  
are enrolled in PJ Library 

participated in the survey.

PJ Library is  
making a difference in  

the lives of families raising  
Jewish children..

J O S E P H  H O R O W I T Z

is that these programs will enhance
Jewish knowledge and identity in
preparation for participation in 
American Jewish life.1

3

2

is proud to offer the Stevan &
Marilyn Simon Family Scholarship. 
This scholarship is open to those at
least high school age who
demonstrate leadership qualities
and will be participating in a 2-week
or longer program in Israel. 
A short essay is required. 

OUR HOPE

TOP JEWISH FOUNDATION

THIS GRANT

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T  

J E W I S H F E D E R A T I O N L C C . O R G / S C H O L A R S H I P S

I S R A E L  T R A V E L  G R A N T  

is available through 
TOP Jewish Foundation of 
Lee & Charlotte Counties
and may be used for travel 
to Israel to participate in 
programs that are volunteer 
or educational in nature.

is for Jewish residents of either
county who are 25 years old or
younger and can demonstrate a
financial need. Academic standing
and community involvement may
also be considered. 

Federation Men’s Division at the Minnesota Twins 
vs. Pittsburgh Pirates baseball game 
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY

SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL  

11120 Ranchette Road              
Fort Myers, FL  33966 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
Phone: 239-247-4556  
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Free Friday dinner each week at 6:30 PM  
open to all followed by worship at 7:30 PM  
Weekly Torah Study, Sabbath worship and  
Adult Education visit 
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com for the  
schedule of events and Zoom logon  
Information. 
All events are free and open to all 
 
 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Friday evening Services at the Jewish            
Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
9701 Commerce Center Court, Forty Myers 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 773-251-8862 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W.  
Cape Coral, FL 33914  
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski  
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com  
Web site: chabadcape.com 
Sunday - Friday 8:00 A.M Shacharit 
Friday Evening 5:30 P.M. 
Saturday Kabbalah Class 9:00 A.M. 
Shabbat Services 9:30 A.M. 
Kiddush Luncheon 12:00 P.M. 
Hebrew School of the Arts Sunday 10:00 
A.M - 12:30 P.M 
JLI Classes Monday 7:00 P.M. 
Torah Study Tuesday 7:30 P.M. 
Women's Weekly Class Wednesday  
11:30 A.M. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

19691 Cypress View Drive  
Fort Myers, FL 339067         
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail:  info@templebethel.com  
Learning Tree Preschool Director:  
Amy Amon  
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com                        
President: Reina Schlager                                    
Email: reinaschlager@aol.com                                 
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235               
Web site: www.templebethel.com                          
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;  
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzvah 
10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &  
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday   
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Suki Kelly  
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Enrichment night every Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom 
 

Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.JewishFederationLCC.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

20031 Sanibel View Circle unit 202 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Cheryl Fulmer, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
Speakers series - 11:00 a.m. Thursday 


