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Thank you, Alan!
By Barbara Siegel, Federation Co-President

About 15 years ago, I joined 
the Federation board at the 
same time that Alan Isaacs 

became our executive director. I have 
had a firsthand view of the leadership, 
guidance and care that Alan has had  

for our Federation 
and community. I 
would like to share 
some insights with 
you.

Alan has a 
strong commitment 
to, and passion for, 
the Federation vi-
sion and mission. 
In fact, we did not 

have a stated mission before Alan’s 
arrival. He was instrumental in devel-
oping the mission and vision, and has 
consistently used them in guiding the 
decision making for the Federation. He 
has also been a strong advocate and 
defender of our Jewish values of Tik-
kun Olam, Tzedakah and K’lal Yisrael 
– repairing the world, benevolence and 
taking responsibility for one another. 

As our executive director, Alan 
has helped us to have a stronger and 
richer Jewish community. During his 
tenure, there has been an expansion 
of the depth and quality of our social 
service, educational and philanthropic 
programs. He has been a voice for the 
needs of the least fortunate by making 
the food pantry a priority and remind-
ing us that feeding the hungry is a spe-
cial responsibility. Under his leader-
ship we have seen important programs 
flourish, including the Senior Lunch 

Bunch, PJ Library, Jewish Film Festi-
val and author events. Alan is a tireless 
and knowledgeable advocate for Israel 
and has made the allocation to Israel a 
priority in our budget. 

Alan was at the forefront in finding 
us a real home in our beautiful Feder-
ation building where we meet safely 
and are comfortable. We have room 
for Jewish Family Services and many 
kinds of programing. He has recruit-
ed and motivated the staff, board and 
community volunteers to contribute to 
our efforts.

It has been said, “Two Jews, three 
opinions.” A true strength of Alan’s is 
to respect the diversity of Jewish life in 
our community. He has welcomed the 
voices of affiliated and nonaffiliated 
Jews as well as non-Jewish community 
leaders. At a time of political divisive-
ness, he has kept shalom bayit – peace 
in the house.

As he concludes his tenure as our 
executive director, Alan has been in-
strumental in planning and executing 
a smooth transition with our incoming 
executive, Debbie Sanford. I would 
like to thank him for his leadership, 
friendship and love of our Jewish com-
munity. Thank you for carrying the 
torch so ably and now handing it off so 
gracefully. 

Alan, we wish you health, joy and 
fulfillment in your retirement. We are 
glad you will have the time to enjoy 
Naomi and the rest of your family. 
Take satisfaction in knowing you have 
made a difference in the lives of many.
May we go from strength to strength.
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Happy retirement, Alan!
By Sherri Zucker, Federation Co-President

I want to take this opportunity to thank Alan Isaacs 
for serving as our executive director for the past 
15 years. Our Federation has grown and evolved 

in so many positive ways as we’ve adjusted to meet 
the needs and desires of the 
community. Under Alan’s guid-
ance we have become a stronger, 
more relevant organization.

With Alan’s leadership, we 
have focused on enhanced and 
innovative programing as well 
as meaningful support and con-
nection with Israel. A momen-
tous occasion was the acquisi-
tion of our own building, which 

has given us a physical space that has been important 
in a practical sense but is also significant in a more 
aspirational sense. 

Of all the things that have been accomplished 

with Alan at the helm, the most meaningful to me is 
the expansion of Jewish Family Services. Alan’s so-
cial work background made him well suited to see the 
need in our community and the potential for growth. 
During Alan’s tenure we have created or expanded 
the food pantry, the Senior Lunch Bunch program, 
the Marcia Can Help Fund, the role of the JFS case-
worker, educational scholarships for post-secondary 
education, the Joseph Horowitz Grant for young peo-
ple traveling to Israel, the Friendly Visitor Program 
for homebound seniors and Interpretive Services. It’s 
quite an impressive list of accomplishments.

I wish Alan a retirement that is as fulfilling as his 
career has been. I know he’ll enjoy spending more 
time with his family and engaging in his favorite lei-
sure pursuits. I would also like to express gratitude 
from my heart and on behalf of the entire Federation 
family for providing the leadership that has posi-
tioned us so favorably for the future.

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Spotlight on Shirley Matlin

They refer to her as “The Queen” at the Cape 
Coral Art Center. Why? Because someone 
transports all of her art supplies to the Center 

every week where she gets to sit in the one comfy 
chair with arms and wear the headlamp they bought 
for her to use when she paints, since her vision isn’t as 
good as it used to be. Oh, and also because at 98 years 
old, Shirley Matlin is the senior artist at the Center.

When telling me about the headlamp she wears 
at the studio, Shirley said, “It’s not that my hair is so 
gorgeous to begin with, but when I take it off and go 
home, oy vey iz mir.”

Shirley is originally from New York and over the 
years when she traveled, she was always curious to 
find the potters and the painters. She liked to visit 
galleries and studios to learn how things were made. 
Finally, when she retired from nursing, her husband 
said to her, “Listen, you’re always asking everybody 
questions about everything, why not just do it your-
self?” And so, Shirley took up pottery, learning how 
to make her own clay and create functional items on 
the wheel such as cups, bowls, vases and jars with 
lids.

When Shirley and her hus-
band came to Florida 32 years 
ago, she was disappointed with 
the ceramics program and took 
up painting. She didn’t know 
that you could buy canvases that 
were already made. Shirley took 
a painting class where everyone 
was more experienced than her. 
The class was a mixture of lev-
els and if you had questions, 
the teacher would help you, but 
couldn’t spend a lot of time with 
one person. Shirley learned how 
to paint little by little.

Her doctor said to her, “The 
reason you’re alive is because 
your mind is so active.” 

Shirley considers herself 
fortunate to have such terrific 

support from her friends at the Cape Coral Art Center 
as well as from her Friendly Visitors from the Jewish 
Federation, Lindy Smith and Carolyn Gora.

Shirley Matlin with two of her paintings
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Alan Isaacs 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 

 
 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
and a 

after 15 years of service to the  
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.  

 

Wednesday, May 4, 2022 
6:00 P.M.  ~ 8:00 P.M. 

 

Cocktail reception and a light dinner  

 
 
 
 
 

FineMark Bank 
8695 College Pkwy, Fort Myers 

 
 
 

Space is limited. RSVP by May 1 to loriramos@jfedlcc.org 

 Debbie 
    Sanford

Program notes
By Debbie Sanford, Program Director

It looks like this will be the last arti-
cle I write as the Federation’s pro-
gram director. Next month (June) I 

will be sitting behind the big desk, with 
big(ger) responsibilities and I am ready 
and looking forward to it. So for now, 
let me entice you into attending the 

biggest events of 
the year! Here is 
what’s happen-
ing in May.

Our Annual 
Meeting is being 
held on Wednes-
day, May 4 from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
This year it is 
special as we 

will celebrate Alan Isaacs and his ac-
complishments over the past 15 years. 
The party will be held at the new Fine-
Mark Bank, 8695 College Parkway, 
Fort Myers. There is no charge but 
consider making a tribute donation in-
stead. Tributes have their own special 

page on our website at www.Jewish 
FederationLCC.org.

Then a week and a half later, on 
Sunday, May 15 from 2:00 to 5:00 
p.m. it’s time for ISRAELFEST at the 
Alliance for the Arts, 10091 McGregor 
Blvd., Fort Myers. It has been so long 
since we have gathered together on 
this scale and since we have celebrat-
ed Israel’s birthday. It is going to be an 
amazing afternoon. Please attend and 
please tell your friends, family, neigh-
bors, everyone! If you can’t tell, I am 
really excited to spend the afternoon 
with you. 

The majority of Jewish organiza-
tions in our area, as well as compa-
nies from Israel and all across Florida, 
will be participating. Under our Israeli 
Tech and Innovation tent you will find  
Watergen, Auro Air, E Concrete and 
Intuition Robotics offering demon-
strations. On stage, enjoy Klezmer & 
Israeli music by the Yiddish Cowboys, 
humor by Ron Feingold who will also 

serve as our Emcee for the day, Rabbi 
Lawrence Dermer, WOLC band and a 
Krav Maga demonstration. Our Israe-
li dancers will perform and then lead 
dances for everyone to join in.

Stop and say hi to our Jewish War 
Veterans. Visit the PJ Library station to 
make tie-dye t-shirts and Hebrew name 
bracelets. The Community Free Syna-
gogue will have a photo booth where 
you can take your picture with an Israe-
li backdrop, and Temple Beth El will 
be there with its entire Judaica Shop. 
You can also visit with Temple Judea, 
Shalom Life Center, Temple Beth Sha-
lom, JNF, Hadassah and others.

I can’t forget to talk about the food 
– probably the favorite part of the day. 
Mana Mana, a restaurant in Clearwa-
ter, will be there. Ami is the owner and 
makes the best falafel I’ve ever had. Ev-
erything he offers is made from scratch 
and authentic. There will be other food 
vendors offering traditional Israeli food, 
Mediterranean selections, desserts and 

drinks. You will not leave hungry!
I encourage you to come at 2:00 

p.m. and stay for the full three hours! 
There will be shade and plenty of chairs 
so you won’t miss any of the perfor-
mances on stage. PLUS…the first 250 
people through the front gate will re-
ceive a FREE SWAG BAG from the 
Jewish Federation. It’s a perfect tote 
to use to shop our many vendors and 
take home fun items.

I need to thank a few people for 
their assistance leading up to the festi-
val, plus some sponsors: Pastor Gaspar 
and Word of Life Church; Jan Klein 
for leading all the volunteers; Feder-
ation board member Valerie Franklin 
for taking the reins on the vendor area; 
sponsors Dunkin’s Diamonds, Elli-Q, 
WearTheFund and Shemtov Title; and 
festival friends Jerry Kobrin, Karin 
Fine, Mike & Marsha Kistler and Pam 
& Harold Arkin.

I look forward to seeing you at 
these events.

Shirley Matlin with two of her paintings
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
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L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

TRIBUTES
In memory of Chloe

from Andrea Tick

In honor of Ruth Zaritsky
from Carol Lovitch

In memory of Harvey Cohen
from April Richards

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

Local Jewish Educa on and Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�ons, PJ Library,  Israeli folk dancing,    
social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly and weekly newsle�er to keep  
the Jewish community informed about local, na�onal and     
interna�onal Jewish issues and events.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint Distribu�on Commi�ee (JDC) for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in 60+         
countries around the world. 

Partnership 2Gether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and socializa�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency nancial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Engagement 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal collabora�ons and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

Jewish Community Founda on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term nancial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

H   J  F   L   C  C  S  

EDITORS:
Arthur & Johanna Willner

REPORTERS:
Joan Newman

“Thank you” to the following supporters of  L’CHAYIM 
for their contributions to help underwrite the cost of 
bringing news of the local, national and international 

Jewish community to your mailbox every month!

                         
 

Honoring a special person  
through a tribute gift to the  
Jewish Family Services of Lee  
& Charlotte Counties is a  
wonderful way to recognize a  
          simcha or remember a  
           loved one. Not only does  
               your gift show your family  
                  and friends that you care,  
                      it goes to work helping  
                          Jews in need and  
                          building vibrant  
                          communities locally,  
                          in Israel and around the world. 
 

                                                            

MMAAKKEE  AA    
TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTT  

MMaakkee  aa  GGiifftt  aatt  
jjeewwiisshhffeeddeerraattiioonnllcccc..oorrgg//ttrriibbuuttee--mmeemmoorriiaallss  
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By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

 Jodi Cohen

Every day I think of the saying, 
“If you want to make God laugh 
– just tell God your plans,” be-

cause on the way to work I review my 
to-do list and then once I arrive and 
listen to my phone messages, all bets 

are off as I hear 
the universe guf-
fawing loudly. I 
also never know 
who will be on 
the other end and 
what kind of as-
sistance someone 
may need when 
my phone rings.

In April, I fielded calls about a sud-
den $500 rent increase for a 78-year-
old man on a fixed income; people who 
could no longer continue supporting 
their childhood friend in decline; var-
ious adult children living outside of 
Florida whose parents were in hospi-
tals in Fort Myers and needed to find 
new living facilities upon their parents’ 
release; a woman whose parents es-
caped Ukraine via Poland and asked if 
the Federation could help with immi-
gration fees. Most stunning was a call 
from a woman who whispered while 
asking for help to get out of her situa-
tion, afraid that her husband might hear 
her. 

When I asked a regular food pantry 
client, who seemed very subdued, how 
she was doing, she said, “If your eyes 
are open, you have to fight.”

More and more people are reach-
ing out to the Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties as our reputa-
tion as a reliable resource of informa-
tion, referrals and assistance continues 
to grow. Thank you for your contribu-
tions, food donations, gift cards, vol-
unteering and support. Your continued 
generosity makes it possible for the 
Federation to meet the growing needs 
of our communities.
Lunch Bunch update
On April 6 the Federation had its first 
Lunch Bunch in two years! The lunch 
was held outdoors at Temple Judea 
and, oh boy, was it windy. Something 
about the combination of how we tried 
to keep everything from blowing away 
mixed with the palpable joy of seeing 
old friends and welcoming new peo-
ple made it a lively event with a sense 
of adventure. A heartfelt thank you to 
Sara and Brian Krivisky for sponsor-
ing the re-launch of the program. A 
huge shout out to staff members Greg 
Connel, Juny Zogaib and Tab Scribner 
at Temple Judea for their help. Rabbi 
Marc Sack talked about the history of 
the Haggadah and told us where the 

largest Seder is held every year. (You’ll 
never guess where!) The Federation 
is grateful to Jason’s Deli for being a 
loyal community partner. (See photos 

from this event on page 6.)
If you are interested in volunteer-

ing for the Lunch Bunch, the Federa-
tion food pantry or the Friendly Visitor 
program, come on down! Call or email 
me at 239.481.4449 x2 or jodicohen@
jfedlcc.org.
The Cadkin Foundation 
Food Pantry 
Local hero Stuart Berman 
wrote and received anoth-
er grant (his third!) from 
Foresters Financial to buy 
food to pack 100 bags of 
groceries and 25 bags of toi-
letries for the Federation’s 
Cadkin Foundation Food 
Pantry. Thank you to Stuart 
and Belle Berman, Ted El-
kins, Robin Razowski and 
Marlene Einstein of Temple 
Beth Shalom for shopping, 
schlepping and unloading 
all of the food and toiletries 
into the social hall. It takes 
a dedicated village to do the 
literal heavy lifting and end-

less schvitzing to fulfill this enormous 
mitzvah. Thank you to Federation vol-
unteers Judy Litman, Roberta Parillo, 
Elise Sewall and P. Levine for packing 
the 100 bags.

Every month, the Federation vis-
its the Midwest Food Bank (MFB) to 
complete what I consider the ultimate 
shopping experience. We drive into the 
warehouse and tell the friendly volun-
teers which boxes of food we’d like. 
They put the food on a trolley, load 
it into the car and then we drive out. 
MFB is a national organization, and 
it is partnering with Convoy of Hope 
to send Tender Mercies packages of 
food to the people of Ukraine. MFB 
prepared a shipment of nearly 240,000 
servings of Tender Mercies. Convoy 
of Hope provided transportation to the 
countries helping Ukrainian refugees. 
The food was picked up at its Morton, 
Illinois, location in March and readied 
for shipping as you can see in the photo 
below.
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When I was growing up, one 
of the prevalent dystopian 
fears was that people would 

be reduced to numbers. Bob Seger 
even had a song about it. The first lines 
were:

To workers I’m just another drone
To Ma Bell I’m just another phone
The phone number was a perfect 

example of turning people into num-
bers, although in the ’70s and early 
’80s it was generally one number per 
family. At some point, people started 

adding a “teen 
line” so their kids 
wouldn’t tie up 
the family phone 
gabbing with their 
friends all eve-
ning. Remember 
what a “busy sig-
nal” was?

At the risk of 
giving in to the 

dystopian fears, I liked phone numbers. 
I still remember many of them from my 
childhood. Some make sense, like our 
family’s home phone or my grandpar-
ents’, which stayed the same until my 
grandmother passed a few years ago. 
Similarly, my parents’ closest friends 
still have the same home phone as they 
did 50 years ago. They are outliers in 
that they still have a home phone.

Here’s a list of the people from my 
childhood whose numbers I remem-
ber: Mark Epstein, Jeff Riffe, Michael 
Sullivan, Andy Ingolia, Paul Hembree, 
John Borserine and Raphael Freeman. 
(I happened to see Raphael’s number in 
a junior high directory, and it was our 
home phone backwards.)

Now, we all have cell phones, and 
you don’t have to remember any num-
bers. I just look in my phone for my 
wife Mindi, and it calls her.

I actually do know the cell num-
bers for my family. It helped that I 
gave the kids numbers that had some 

 Brian 
    Simon

Lunch Bunch at Temple Judea on April 6
Photos by Ted Epstein
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Conspiracies abound
By Keith Grossman

 Keith 
    Grossman

I don’t believe in large-scale con-
spiracies, like there’s some global 
cabal orchestrating sightings of 

Bigfoot and the Loch Ness Monster. 
The truth is I believe Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin landed on the moon. I 
believe Princess Diana’s death was an 

accident. I don’t 
believe there was 
a second shoot-
er on the grassy 
knoll. And if the 
earth is flat, does 
it really matter?

Although I 
don’t subscribe to 
these conspiracies, 
I do believe there 

are forces at work frustrating our daily 
lives – things that make our regular ac-
tivities a little harder and that compa-
nies could make a little easier, if they 
wanted.

For instance, while preparing for 
Passover, it was brought to my atten-
tion that matzoh is placed in the box 
vertically, but the seams are meant to 
be broken horizontally. We must pull 
the whole bag out and flip it. Or just 
leave it alone and be vertically chal-
lenged. Why do they do that to us? Are 
Streit’s and Manischewitz in cahoots to 
make us April’s fools?

Once I realized their collusion, 
other jokes perpetrated by commercial 
enterprises came to my attention.

For example, why do hot dog buns 
come in packages of eight and hot dogs 
come in packages of 10? Supposedly, 
it’s because grocers like to sell hot dogs 
by the pound and each average hot dog 
weighs approximately 1.6 ounces. 
Therefore, 10 hot dogs in a package 
weigh a pound.

I’m not buying this explanation, 
though. Hebrew National hot dogs 
come in packages of seven and it 
weighs a pound. Obviously, these hot 
dog manufacturers can figure out how 
to make eight hot dogs that cumulative-
ly weigh a pound, so we have the exact 
same number of hot dogs and buns. 

Instead, the Hebrew National family is 
laughing at the rest of us while we’re 
trying to figure out what to do with the 
extra bun. I hope they really do have to 
answer to a higher authority.

And getting back to critiquing 
Jewish holidays, why don’t sukkahs 
come with a lulav and an etrog? Obvi-
ously, we’re going to need these items. 
Nobody builds a sukkah and then says, 
“Well, I don’t really need the lulav and 
etrog.” These sukkah manufacturers 
should offer the whole package as a 
starter kit, and don’t treat the lulav and 
etrog like an accessory for which you 
can upcharge me. Even Apple gives me 
a charger when I buy my new iPhone. 
And furthermore, it’s not like once I set 
up my sukkah and realize I’m missing 
the lulav and etrog, I can just run down 
the street to the Sukkah Depot.

And another Jewish holiday thing. 
Since we’re supposed to have two 
challahs for Shabbat, wouldn’t it be 
great if Publix sold them as BOGO? 
I mean, I’m a patron in your bakery 
every week. Give me a break on my  
bread!

But no. Instead, Publix is aligned 
with Goodyear, which sells tires indi-
vidually, but convinces me I need to 
buy two. Sell the tires in pairs and let’s 
be done with it. Instead, the employees 
are chuckling at me in the back room 
while I’m grappling with the possibili-
ty that I really only need one tire.

You don’t have to be a “flat earther” 
to see these conspiracies abound.

How come you can buy bagels in a 
baker’s dozen, but not donuts?

Why does lemonade have imita-
tion flavoring, but furniture polish con-
tains real lemon juice?

All these companies are clear-
ly having some fun at our expense. 
They’re laughing at us while we’re 
trying to read their instructions, while 
we’re trying to figure out why we have 
extra parts, and while the engine light 
comes on and the car is running fine. 
Someone in Central Intelligence really 
needs to investigate all this.

“I feel like a number”
By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President

When I was growing up, one 
of the prevalent dystopian 
fears was that people would 

be reduced to numbers. Bob Seger 
even had a song about it. The first lines 
were:

To workers I’m just another drone
To Ma Bell I’m just another phone
The phone number was a perfect 

example of turning people into num-
bers, although in the ’70s and early 
’80s it was generally one number per 
family. At some point, people started 

adding a “teen 
line” so their kids 
wouldn’t tie up 
the family phone 
gabbing with their 
friends all eve-
ning. Remember 
what a “busy sig-
nal” was?

At the risk of 
giving in to the 

dystopian fears, I liked phone numbers. 
I still remember many of them from my 
childhood. Some make sense, like our 
family’s home phone or my grandpar-
ents’, which stayed the same until my 
grandmother passed a few years ago. 
Similarly, my parents’ closest friends 
still have the same home phone as they 
did 50 years ago. They are outliers in 
that they still have a home phone.

Here’s a list of the people from my 
childhood whose numbers I remem-
ber: Mark Epstein, Jeff Riffe, Michael 
Sullivan, Andy Ingolia, Paul Hembree, 
John Borserine and Raphael Freeman. 
(I happened to see Raphael’s number in 
a junior high directory, and it was our 
home phone backwards.)

Now, we all have cell phones, and 
you don’t have to remember any num-
bers. I just look in my phone for my 
wife Mindi, and it calls her.

I actually do know the cell num-
bers for my family. It helped that I 
gave the kids numbers that had some 

meaning to me. Sander got a variation 
of my number in college. I used to 
keep a phone book from the Universi-
ty of Texas from my freshman year. I 
kept it for years after I graduated, but I 
eventually threw it out. I wish I would 
have kept it just to see if it included 
Matthew McConaughey, or Luke and 
Owen Wilson.

Sari got a blend of numbers we 
used to have when Mindi and I first 
moved in together. With cell phones, 
it is possible that our kids could only 
have one phone number their entire 
lives, or at least until some new tech-
nology replaces the phone number.

In 1976, Saturday Night Live ran 
a skit titled Jeopardy 1999 (yes, SNL 
did a Jeopardy skit before Alex Tre-
bek became host), in which all the 
contestants’ names included numbers 
like Danny M125 and Laraine A270. 
What’s not funny now is that one of the 
categories was Mutant Viruses.

Certain numbers are important 
in Judaism. The number 7 represents 
Shabbat. The number 18 means “life,” 
and the number 40 is how many differ-
ent ways the Federation board is taught 
to ask for your financial support. For 
example, you could give to the cam-
paign, support L’CHAYIM, start a do-
nor advised fund, donate a life insur-
ance policy, give a legacy gift to the 
foundation...

The NCAA basketball tournament 
is a celebration of numbers. All the 
teams in the tournament are assigned 
a seeding from 1 (the best) to 16 (hap-
py to be there). The first weekend is 
all about how a 15-seed beat a 2-seed 
or a 12-seed beat a 5. Right before the 
tournament, I got really excited about 
trying out a new mathematical for-
mula to help me in a contest with my 
friends. I entered all the data into a 
spreadsheet, and I was so happy when 
I made my selections. By the first af-
ternoon of the tournament, I was sunk.  

 Brian 
    Simon

My numbers weren’t very lucky.
Numbers are practically holy in 

baseball: Babe Ruth’s 60 home runs 
(and Roger Maris’ 61 with an asterisk); 
Bob Gibson’s 1.12 ERA; Ted Williams’ 
.406 average. Coincidentally, 4:06 is 
now the average time it takes to play 
a Major League game now, amiright?

I guess all the world has been 
turned into numbers, namely ones and 
zeroes, in the digital universe. A pic-
ture may be worth a thousand words, 
but several thousand digital words can 
now create a picture on a screen.

Bob Seger would say, “I feel like 
a number.”

But even as we live in the some-
what dystopian future, numbers seem 
like the least of our problems.

* * *

Tribute to Alan Isaacs
I want to add a few words to pay tribute 
to Alan Isaacs. Alan has been a steady-
ing force in his role as executive direc-
tor of our Federation. He was exactly 
what we needed when he was hired 
15 years ago. He leaves us in a better 
place than when he came. When times 
were lean during the Great Recession, 
Alan and his wife Naomi made person-
al sacrifices for the benefit of the Fed-
eration. I have enjoyed working with 
him as a member of the board, and I 
am glad that he and Naomi are staying 
in town as he retires. Congratulations, 
Alan, and thank you for all your work.

Brian Simon is former president of 
the Federation. His views are not nec-
essarily those of the Federation or its 
board.
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Shabbat of Solidarity
On Friday night, April 8, Tem-

ple Judea and Temple Beth 
El hosted the Naples branch 

of the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America (UNWLA) for an 
outdoor Shabbat service and dinner at 
Temple Judea. Over 150 people from 
the two congregations and the UNW-
LA attended. 

During peacetime, the UNWLA 
supports Ukrainian culture and educa-
tion in the U.S. and Ukraine. During 
this war, they are supporting refugees 
in Europe and providing food, cloth-
ing and medical support to people in 
Ukraine. 

The gathering, the first time Tem-
ple Judea and Temple Beth El held a 
joint Shabbat service, was full of spir-
it. Volunteers from both congregations 
prepared and served the dinner. The 
different communities blended natural-
ly, sitting at tables with people they did 
not know. Rabbi Nicole Luna of Tem-
ple Beth El said, “Whether it was Tem-
ple Judea congregants chatting with 
Temple Beth El congregants, or mem-
bers of the Jewish community convers-
ing with members of the Ukrainian 
community, everyone felt the sense of 
solidarity and mutual connection.” 

The evening was intended as a 
fundraiser for UNWLA. 
With the underwriting of 
Naomi Bloom, close to 
$6,000 was raised. 

During the service, a 
woman who had recent-
ly arrived in Naples from 
Ukraine with her 13-year-
old grandson spoke. The 
boy, David, brought an art 
project from his American 
school on which he dis-
played the many symbols 

of life in Ukraine, including a Jew-
ish star. The woman, a physician in 
Ukraine, told how she left behind her 
husband and adult children to fight 
the war in the Ukraine. She was most 
grateful to a member of the Naples 
Jewish community for sponsoring her 
passage to the U.S.

The program was initiated by Rab-
bi Marc Sack of Temple Judea because, 
as he said, “Our people felt during the 
Shoah that the world did not see or care 
what was happening to the Jews of Eu-
rope. Ukrainian Ameri-
cans should not feel the 
same.”

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED! 

We need help with: 

 Set-Up 

 Clean-Up 
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 Food/Vendor Area 

 Stage area 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers 

Interested in joining us? 
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House! 
 Tuesday, March 30th, 6PM 

 Tuesday, April 12th, 6PM 

 Tuesday May 3rd, 2PM 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd, Fort Myers 

Contact Debbie: 239.481.4449 x4 or 

debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
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Alliance for the Arts 
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

Happy Spring! In addition to 
bringing warmer temperatures 
and flowers, Spring always 

makes us hopeful. Hopeful that we can 
make a difference in some way to make 
life better for ourselves, families and 
communities. We hope our world be-
comes more peaceful, particularly this 
Spring with the war raging in Ukraine 

and the increase 
in violence in our 
cities and towns. 
Anthropologist 
Jane Goodall said, 
“What you do 
makes a differ-
ence, and you 
have to decide 
what kind of dif-
ference you want 

to make.” What kind of difference will 
you make?

We seek to make a difference in the 
lives of those with whom we interact 
through our education programs, tours 
and events. By sharing the lessons of 
the Holocaust, we encourage students 
and members of the public to take a 
stand and act against bigotry, hatred 

and violence. We also hope that they 
will share what they learn here with 
their families and friends, thereby 
making an even greater difference in 
their communities. 

Good news! The Educator Study 
Trip is scheduled for early June, after a 
two-year delay due to Covid. Thanks to 
generous contributions from our Gen-
Shoah of SWFL members, the Muse-
um is providing financial assistance 
to three teachers to go on this learning 
journey to important sites in Germa-
ny and Poland. The trip is organized 
by the Holocaust and Human Rights  
Education Center in White Plains, New 
York, which has been leading this trip 
for teachers for many years.

The “Portraits of Remembrance” 
short stories project created by mem-
bers of GenShoah of SWFL continues 
to grow. Members have contributed 
essays about family members, such as 
a parent or grandparent, who are Holo-
caust Survivors, as well as those family 
members who may have perished. The 
stories are written to be shared with and 
read by the middle and high school stu-
dents in our education programs. This 

brings a personal connection to the his-
tory they are studying. The stories also 
make sure that the family members’ 
legacy will not be forgotten. You can 
see the stories collected to date by vis-
iting our website.

GenShoah is a group for the chil-
dren and grandchildren of Survivors. 
If you would like to join and become 
involved in the “Portraits of Remem-
brance” project or other programs, 
contact me at susan@hmcec.org.

Each May 8 we celebrate the day 

 Susan
    Suarez

of the Allies’ formal acceptance of 
the German forces’ unconditional sur-
render ending World War II. In honor 
of VE Day on Sunday, May 8, we are 
offering complimentary admission to 
the Museum. Space is limited, and you 

must reserve your space ahead of time 
on our website at www.hmcec.org.

This year, May 8 is also Mother’s 
Day, and all of us at the Museum send 
best wishes to mothers everywhere!

I look forward to seeing you at the 
Museum!

EXPERIENCE OUR HIGHLY CURATED SELECTION OF
THE FINEST CHEESE, CHARCUTERIE, WINE,

CRAFT BEER AND GOURMET FOODS

Enjoy wine on premises  
at regular retail with no  

additional markup
Family owned and operated

Reserve our store for
private parties

WE HAVE KOSHER WINES
DINE IN • TAKE OUT

13251 McGREGOR BLVD, #108
FORT MYERS

next to The Melting Pot

239-313-6001
www.goldenrind.com

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS
WEDDINGS

BIRTHDAYS  • BRIS
ANNIVERSARIES

Student group looking at the Boxcar Exhibit
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Hadassah’s 2022 Inspiring Women award winners
By Diane Schwartz

Arlene Stolnitz

The Freedman Jewish music collection: a labor of love

Hadassah’s 2022 Inspiring 
Women Award event was 
held virtually due to Covid re-

strictions. However, the awards were 
presented in person in advance of the 
event.

Award-winners Robin Mintz and 
Susan Pittelman accepted the Lynn 
Wilner Inspiring Women Award for 
their years of involvement and leader-
ship at the Jewish Federation of Great-
er Naples Jewish Book Festival, an 
outstanding community event.

Award-winner Naomi Bloom, en-
trepreneur, business strategy advisor, 
consultant and philanthropist, accep- 
ted the Lynn Wilner Inspiring Women 
Award for her generosity and philan-
thropic leadership in her communi-
ty. Marsha Kistler, Treasurer of the  

Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte 
Counties assisted Hadassah in honor-
ing Naomi.

Award-winner Linda Oberhaus, 
CEO of the Naples Shelter for Abused 
Women and Children, was recognized 
for her expertise, leadership of her or-
ganization, volunteerism in her field 

and dedication to assisting victims 
of domestic violence and trafficking. 
Assisting Hadassah in recognizing 
Linda’s many accomplishments was 
Thomas Leipzig, Chairman of the 
Board of the Naples Shelter for Abused 
Women and Children.

Through its programs, training 
and work around the globe, Hadassah 
empowers women to learn and lead in 
their career, volunteer and community 
leadership roles. With this emphasis 
in mind, the Collier/Lee Chapter of 
Hadassah created the Inspiring Wom-
en event to recognize the importance, 
value and impact empowered women 
make in our communities. The honor-
ees have used their leadership skills, 
dedication, experience, generosity and 
time to make a difference in their orga-
nizations and the quality of our lives. 
Ultimately, their efforts impact our 
communities.

Hadassah is proud to honor these 
Inspiring Women with the Lynn Wil-
ner Award in recognition of the chap-
ter’s late past-president who inspired 
so many women to join and become 
active in Hadassah. The award is pre-
sented to the honorees in recognition of 
Lynn and as a legacy to her leadership 
and commitment.

WHY ANAGO IS THE SUPERIOR CHOICE FOR COMMERCIAL CLEANING!®

• Ranked #1 in Janitorial • Available 24/7 • Competitive Pricing • Two-Hour Response Guarantee
• Consistent & Dependable • Green Cleaning Experts • Total Satisfaction Guarantee • Fully Insured and Bonded

With more than 30 years in the commercial cleaning franchising industry,  
Anago has helped pioneer this sector by developing standards and practices 

that others replicate. 

Our franchisees provide Scheduled Cleaning, Carpet Cleaning, Ceramic, Tile and Grout Cleaning, Day  
Porters, Emergency Cleanup, Exposed Surfaces Disinfection, Hard Surface Floor Care, Restrooms, Special 
Event Cleanup, Spring Cleaning, Window Washing and much more.

YOUR CLEANING NINJAS
Our efficient and stealthy  

cleaning franchisees get the job  
done without any disruption  
to the flow of your business.

A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE
Our franchise owners use 

systematic methods to create a visible 
difference in the cleanliness  

of your workspace.

BEST SERVICE AND PRICE
One of our primary goals is to  

provide clients with the absolute  
best service in the industry,  

at a competitive price.

CONSISTENT RESULTS
By paying attention to the details, 

high touch spots and areas of concern, 
clients get an exceptional and  

consistent clean every time.

BIG OR SMALL…

WE CLEAN THEM ALL®

239-206-2520
anagoswfl.com

WITH ANAGO YOU GET:
• A partner with a 98% retention rate

• Calendaring system ensures all tasks are completed as scheduled
• Inspection/survey process ensures compliance to your specs

• Microfiber tools to remove more dirt
• EPA registered disinfectants for virus and bacteria removal

• Dedicated client services rep to assist with your needs

SERVING  COLLIER,  LEE,  CHARLOTTE,
SARASOTA  &  MANATEE  COUNTIES

Naomi Bloom with Marsha Kistler

Linda Oberhaus with Thomas Leipzig

Changing your address? 
Keep L’CHAYIM coming 

to your home. Email 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
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Arlene Stolnitz

The Freedman Jewish music collection: a labor of love
By Arlene Stolnitz

The Robert and Molly Freedman 
Jewish Sound Archive has been 
called “one of the most import-

ant resources in the world for the study 
of Jewish culture, folklore, history, 
linguistics and literature through the 
medium of sound.” It can be seen in 
person and online at the Penn Librar-
ies, University of Pennsylvania. The 

Freedmans do-
nated their col-
lection to Penn 
in 1998, when 
they could no 
longer house it in 
their Philadelphia 
home.

The Penn Li-
braries website 
describes the ar-

chive as containing more than 40,000 
songs, nearly 6,000 albums and 1,500 
pieces of sheet music. It contains Yid-
dish songs, klezmer music, vaudeville 
acts and much more collected over 
60 years by the Freedmans. The mu-
sic comes from the United States, the 
former Soviet Union, Israel and other 
countries where Jews have lived.

Historically, it has always been dif-
ficult to define the term “Jewish Mu-
sic.” The Freedman Sound Archive has 

described Jewish music as “all genres 
of music produced by the Jewish people 
throughout the diaspora.” This includes 
Israeli jazz, rock and pop; Jewish songs 
in Yiddish, Hebrew, Ladino and other 
languages of the diaspora; instrumen-
tal music, including klezmer and clas-
sical; folk music from many countries; 
theater music, including Broadway 
musicals; Holocaust music; religious 
music such as Chassidic and cantori-
al. The music represents Ashkenazi, 
Sephardi and “Oriental” traditions of  
Judaism. 

The Freedman Archive also col-
lects spoken-word recordings such 
as oral histories, poetry recitations, 
humor and comedy, theater and radio 
programs. The Freedman Archive is 
located in Room 453 of the Van Pelt 
Dietrich Library Center, Kislak Center 
for Special Collections and Rare Books 
at the University of Pennsylvania, Phil-
adelphia. The complete collection in-
ventory can be found on the Library’s 
online catalogue at sceti.library.upenn.
edu/freedman/.

In perusing the catalogue, I was 
especially interested in Russian mu-
sic because of my own heritage. A few 
results I found interesting are “Songs 
of Odessa,” “Goodbye Odessa” and, 

most notably, a talk by Professor Jar-
rod Tammy, University of North Car-
olina, who wrote “City of Rogues and 
Schnorrers, the Myth of Odessa, City 
of Sin.” These are also available for 
viewing on YouTube.

Robert and Molly were raised in 
immigrant families in which both En-
glish and Yiddish were spoken. With 
cultural backgrounds steeped in rich 
Judaic tradition, they grew up in homes 
that resonated with Hebrew and Yid-
dish songs. 

The Freedmans began collecting 
recordings early in their marriage.  
According to Robert, an attorney, it 
was a labor of love which grew as they 
acquired recordings during their trav-
els. Robert credits Molly with pursuing 
the purchase of the recordings wher-
ever they went. In their travels, rather 
than taking additional excursions, they 
would look for “out of the way” plac-
es to find new and unusual musical re-
cordings. Eventually, as the collection 
grew, researchers at the University of 
Pennsylvania learned about it, asking 
the Freedmans to bring the music to 
their Jewish Folklore classes. When 

the collection grew too large for their 
home, the Freedmans donated it to 
Penn, where it continues to grow. 

In an interview, Robert thinks back 
to the beginning. “When I started prac-
ticing law,” he says, “I had limited am-
bitions. I wanted to be one of the best 
real estate lawyers in Philadelphia. 
Eventually, I started thinking: You’re 
crazy. You want your tombstone to 
say ‘He wrote good leases’? Now, I’ll 
certainly have a musical note on my 
grave.”

The Freedmans, now in their 90s, 
also have a legacy in mind. “We’ve 
brought back to life something every-
one thought was dying,” Robert says 
proudly.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of 
all kinds has led to this series of ar-
ticles on Jewish Folk Music in the  
Diaspora.

bob@gosouthnow.com

BOB 
VINIKOOR

Fort Myers REALTOR

239-258-1102

LET  ME  HELP  YOU
BUY  OR  SELL
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Rabbi Barbara Aiello

By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jew-
ish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one  
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also 
identified as Jewish.

A new dose of Bayer
I Love That for You is an eight-episode 
comedy series that premiered on Show-
time on April 29. VANESSA BAYER, 
40, co-created the series and plays the 
star character, Joanna Gold. (As I write 
this, it hasn’t been disclosed whether 
Gold is a Jewish character.) 

Bayer is best known as a Saturday 
Night Live cast member (2010-2017). 
Jewish viewers will vividly remember 
her recurring SNL/Weekend Update 
appearances as Jacob, the Bar Mitzvah 
boy. Bayer created this character and 
wrote Jacob’s SNL skits. When Bay-
er was 15, she was diagnosed with 
leukemia which, obviously, she sur-
vived. Her experience with leukemia, 
Bayer says, partially inspired her new  
series.

As I Love That for You begins, Jo-
anna gets her dream job – hosting on 
a shopping channel. But Joanna really 
isn’t that good a host and she knows 
she is about to be fired. So she tells ev-
eryone at work that she had childhood 
leukemia (true) and it has returned (a 
lie). Her colleagues rally around her, 
but her parents warn Joanna that this 
lie will come back and bite her.

Veteran actor JASON SCHWARTZ- 
MAN, 41, plays Joanna’s nice boy-
friend. Jason’s late father, a film pro-
ducer, was Jewish. His mother is ac-
tress Talia Shire (The Godfather). Shire 
is the sister of Francis Ford Coppola. 
Jason was raised secular.
Superheroes and sci-fi heroes
Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of 
Madness (opens Friday, May 6) is a su-
perhero movie based on Marvel comic 
hero Dr. Strange (played by Benedict 
Cumberbatch). The plot, as with all 
“Marvel Universe” films, is super con-
voluted, so I won’t go into it here. 

Here’s the Jewish angle: The film 
is directed by SAM RAIMI, 62, who 
has a raft of superhero film credits (cre-
ator, director, producer, etc.). Raimi’s 
wife of 29 years is the daughter of the 
late LORNE GREENE, the Bonanza 
star; MICHAEL STUHLBARG, 51, 
has a supporting role as Nicodemus, 
a rival of Dr. Strange; and Elizabeth 
Olsen, who isn’t Jewish, co-stars as 
superhero Wanda Maximoff. In the 
comics, Maximoff is Jewish. In the 
“Marvel Universe” films, her Jewish 
“backstory” has been “scrubbed out.” 
This is a sadly common practice that’s 

not limited to Marvel flicks. 
On Thursday, May 5, Star Trek: 

Strange New Worlds begins stream-
ing on Paramount+. It is a prequel to 
the original Star Trek series. Trekkies 
know that the 1960s original series 
had a failed pilot episode that was later 
“cut up” and crafted into two “flash-
back” Star Trek episodes. Christopher 
Pike was the Enterprise starship cap-
tain in the failed pilot. Strange New 
Worlds follows Pike’s adventures 
during the decade before Captain Kirk  
(WILLIAM SHATNER) took com-
mand. 

There are no Jewish actors in the 
main cast, but it’s interesting to note 
that Ethan Peck, the grandson of Greg-
ory Peck, plays Mr. Spock. The Jewish 
“contribution” is behind the scenes. 
The three series creators are Jewish: 
AKIVA GOLDSMAN, 59, ALEX 
KURTZMAN, 48, and JENNY LU-
MET, 55. All three have many “Trek 
Universe” credits. The series composer 
is NAAMA “Nami” MELUMAD, 33, 
an Israeli who, in 2019, became the 
first woman ever to score a Star Trek 
episode. 
Maverick redux and more
Top Gun: Maverick opens in theaters 
on Friday, May 27. It is a sequel to Top 
Gun (1986), a huge box-office hit that 
starred Tom Cruise as Pete “Maver-
ick” Mitchell, a student at the Navy’s 
fighter pilot school. The sequel finds 
Maverick (Cruise) leading a group of 

recent pilot school graduates on a very 
dangerous secret mission.

Oscar-winner JENNIFER CON-
NELLY, 51, plays Penny, Maverick’s 
love interest. Penny is a single mother, 
bar owner and the daughter of an ad-
miral. (Connelly’s mother was Jewish. 
She’s always been secular.)

Bosch, a series about Harry Bosch, 
an LAPD detective, streamed on Am-
azon Prime from 2014-2021. A spin-
off, entitled Bosch: Legacy, will begin 
streaming on Friday, May 6 on the 
newish IMDb.com streaming service 
(free, with ads). In Legacy, Bosch is 
retired from the LAPD and is working 
as an investigator for Honey Chandler, 
a defense attorney. 

MIMI ROGERS, 66, co-stars as 
Chandler. Born Miriam Spickler, Rog-
ers is the daughter of a Jewish father 
and non-Jewish mother. She was raised 
a Scientologist. She broke with that re-
ligious cult about 15 years ago.

I recently had the pleasure of inter-
viewing Cantor RISELLE BAIN, 74, 
the spiritual leader of Temple Israel of 
Highlands County. She has long-stand-
ing ties to the Greater Tampa area. Her 
father fought for the light-heavyweight 
boxing championship of the world. Her 
showbiz career began when she played 
“Young Miriam” in the blockbuster 
film The Ten Commandments (1956). 
I hope I’ve whetted your appetite for 
more info. Look for many more details 
in the June issue.
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Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
When parents and adult children are estranged
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

The cellphone chimed the first few 
bars of Jimmy Buffett’s “Mar-
garitaville,” jolting Julie out of 

her 10-minute afternoon nap. “Did I 
catch you sleeping?” It was Beth, Julie’s 

oldest friend – the 
only person other 
than her husband 
that Julie speaks 
with every day.

Julie respon- 
ded with a sigh. 
“Yup, I was nap-
ping, which is a 
whole lot better 
than  th ink ing 

back to Passover and, again this year, 
an empty chair at the table.” 

“Elijah? You were thinking about 
Elijah’s empty chair?” Beth was con-
fused. “You told me you guys had a 
great Seder.” 

Julie sighed again. “We did, but 
when I see Elijah’s chair all I can think 
of is Andy. It’s been six years since we 
had a Seder together.”

Andy is Julie’s adult son and al-
though one might assume so, Andy 
has not died. Julie’s grief is the result 
of a parent/child estrangement that 
began six years ago and continues to 
this day. And Julie says that she has 
no idea what precipitated Andy’s total  
disassociation from his parents and 
siblings.

Julie is not alone. In her article, 

“Family Estrangement – What Causes 
It and How to Deal with It” (Parenting 
for Brain, March 2022), author Pamela 
Li highlights that the estrangement 
that occurs most often is the broken 
relationship between adult children and 
their parents.

In fact, a study on Family Estrange-
ment determined that “Seven percent 
of adult children are estranged from 
mothers, while 27% have no contact 
with their fathers.” In addition, a 2015 
survey found that among a group of 354 
college students, 44% had experienced 
some type of family estrangement.

Yet studies show that there is no one 
type of interaction or style of parenting 
or one type of family conflict that will 
trigger an estrangement, but there is one 
thing for certain: “parents and children’s 
reasons for estrangement differ signifi-
cantly from one another.”

Julie echoes this frustration when 
she says, “I just don’t know what hap-
pened. I look back on things I said and 
did, and I can’t figure it out. One day he 
stopped calling. He didn’t answer my 
texts, and through a friend I heard that 
Andy decided to stop visiting us. I asked 
for a reason. I got nothing.”

Julie and Andy’s estrangement, 
painful as it is, is not uncommon. In 
fact, current studies indicate that, “A 
higher proportion of estranged parents 
than estranged children do not know 
exactly why they are estranged, which 

means children are more likely to initi-
ate estrangement than parents.”

If you and your adult child are 
estranged, what can you do? In Julie’s 
case, she began to call Andy obsessively, 
at first leaving lovingly voice mail mes-
sages. When she received no response, 
her messages became angry and accusa-
tory. That’s when Julie realized that her 
approach was harmful and unhealthy for 
all involved. 

Author Debbie Pincus, writing in 
Empowering Parents, states, “But here’s 
the reality: it was not your choice to 
sever the relationship. Although you 
may have contributed to the tensions 
between you, you are not responsi-
ble for your child’s choice to cut you  
off.” 

Pincus shares five options that par-
ents estranged from their adult children 
can apply in an attempt to resolve the 
broken relationship:
1. Get Support – Consider joining 

a parenting support group or get 
professional help for dealing with 
your sense of grief and loss. 

2. Don’t Respond by Cutting Off 
Contact – Send birthday and hol-
iday messages, notes and emails. 
Send warmth, love and compassion 
as you get on with your life. 

3. Don’t Feed the Anger – Pincus 
believes that “anger is natural but 
not helpful,” and recommends that, 
without assigning blame, parents 

should take an objective look at 
family dynamics.

4. Listen to Your Child Without 
Defending Yourself – “If the door 
opens with your child, listen with 
an open heart.” Pincus recommends 
that parents who are willing to look 
at themselves have better chance at 
reopening lines of communication.

5. Focus on Yourself, Not Your Child 
– Let go of your pent-up resent-
ments and the emotional pain that 
the estrangement brought about. Put 
your efforts into making changes 
in your own attitude and behavior, 
and demonstrate that you forgive 
your child.
Beth heard the agony in her friend’s 

voice. “Understanding and compassion 
can come from an unlikely source,” 
Beth said, as she quoted a famous 
Jewish young woman generally not 
described as a parenting guru. “Anne 
Frank said, ‘Parents can only give good 
advice or put them on the right paths, but 
the final forming of a person’s character 
lies in their own hands.’”
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.
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Dr. Paul Bartrop

The sacrifice of the Baum group
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

Yom Ha’Atzmaut is a time for mangal 
– recipe by Chef Dalia
Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Israeli Inde-

pendence Day, always follows 
soon after Passover. This year, 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut is on Thursday, May 
5. Israelis will be heading outdoors for 
the delight of the grill.

As with most days of importance, 
a lot of the celebrations revolve around 
food. In Israel, Yom Ha’Atzmaut is 
identified with BBQ, known in Hebrew 
as mangal. Herds of Israelis will set up 

a mobile grill station with folding ta-
bles and chairs in any empty spot in an 
over-crowded park, sidewalk or beach 
boardwalk. They will feast on kebabs 
(grilled meat patties), shishliks (chick-
en skewers), hummus, tahini and many 
other varieties of salads. Disposable 
grills are found all over the country 
for sale just for this purpose. While the 
burgers are sizzling on the grill, it’s the 
perfect occasion to enjoy quality time 
with friends and family. The holiday 
itself is the start of the Israeli grilling 
season, which lasts throughout the en-
tire summer.

To be truly Israeli, you need to un-
derstand the culture of mangal, other-
wise known as al ha-esh (on the fire) 
or barbecue. Drive around Israel on 
Yom Ha’Atzmaut and the most notice-
able part of the national celebrations 
will be a cloud of smoke hovering over 
the country, from all of the mangals in  
every park, forest, garden or balcony.

Everyone does it. Ashkenazi 
or Sephardic, everyone has a mangal at 
one point or another, but especially 
on Yom Ha’Atzmaut when the whole 
country has a day off without the re-
strictions of a religious holiday.

Most of the time, big, Ameri-
can-type grills are not put to use. In-
stead, a tiny portable, often dispos-
able charcoal grill that cooks low 
to the ground is used. Look out for 
your knees, because crouching down 
over the grill is the way most Israelis  
cook.

Unfortunately, 21 years of Amer-
ican barbeque has rubbed off on me. 
Last year, I decided to celebrate the 
holiday at my house. My friends were 

Herbert Baum and his wife Mar-
ianne were the founders, at the 
end of summer 1937, of an  

anti-Nazi resistance group in Germany. 
In 1942, 80 years ago this month, they 
undertook an action for which they 
would pay the supreme sacrifice.

Born in Moschin, eastern Ger-
many, on February 10, 1912, Herbert 

Baum moved to Ber-
lin with his family 
when he was a baby. 
Upon leaving school 
he became an elec-
trician. By 1926 he 
was an active mem-
ber of several left-
wing Jewish youth 

movements, and in 1931 he joined 
Germany’s Young Communist League.

Marianne Cohn, whom he had 
known since they were both young, 
had joined in 1930. In 1934, after she 
and Herbert were married, they were 
directed by the Communist Party to 
contact Jewish organizations with 
which he had worked in earlier times. 
A small circle of Jewish friends and ac-
quaintances was organized by Herbert 
and Marianne, meeting frequently to 
discuss ways to circumvent Nazi an-
tisemitism.

By the time of the Kristallnacht 
pogrom on November 9-10, 1938, the 
group had grown to nearly 100. After 
Jewish organizations were banned in 
1939, the group grew larger and, of 
necessity, more secretive. It retained 
its leftist and communist identity, 

while recognizing and maintaining its  
Jewish origin.

In 1940, Herbert was drafted into 
a forced labor unit at the Siemens- 
Schuckertwerke electrical engineer-
ing company in Berlin. While here, 
he engaged in left-wing propaganda, 
leading to many more recruits from 
among those at the plant. For some 
who were communist but not Jew-
ish, the idea of resistance proved to 
be a problem owing to the alliance 
signed between the Soviet Union and 
Nazi Germany in August 1939. For 
the Jews, however, there was little  
option.

From 1941 onwards, members of 
Baum’s network among the Siemens 
workers saw that if they were to escape 
deportation to concentration camps, 
they would have to mount some sort 
of underground resistance while at the 
same time making it seem they were 
vital for the war effort. Their under-
ground activities at this time focused 
on the preparation and distribution of 
anti-Nazi propaganda leaflets.

At the beginning of May 1942, 
Germany’s Minister of Propaganda, 
Joseph Goebbels, organized an enor-
mous exhibition at the Lustgarten, right 
in the heart of Berlin. This exhibition, 
entitled “The Soviet Paradise,” was in-
tended to dehumanize the Russian en-
emy and reinforce an anti-Soviet (and, 
through this, an anti-Jewish) mindset 
among the population. Its fundamental 
goal was to justify the war against the 
Soviet Union, and well over a million 

people visited while the exhibition was 
running.

Baum and his circle, recognizing 
that their actions could always be only 
symbolic – they knew that they could 
not by themselves topple the Nazi re-
gime – decided to let symbolism con-
front symbolism.

On May 18, 1942, a group of sev-
en Baum members – Herbert and Mari-
anne Baum, Hans Joachim, Gerd Mey-
er, Sala Kochmann, Suzanne Wesse 
and Irene Walther – set several fires 
around the exhibition that were timed 
to ignite simultaneously. Some mem-
bers had been cautious about such an 
action, fearing that Nazi retribution 
could well see the plan backfire against 
Berlin’s Jews. Others thought the time 
was ripe for such an act, and that delay 
would lose the initiative.

The fires were quickly extin-
guished, however, and within days, 
hundreds of Jewish Berliners, includ-
ing all seven participants and most 
of the other members of the Baum 
group, were arrested by the Gestapo. 
Marianne and Herbert were arrested 
on May 22, 1942. He was taken first 
to the Siemens plant and ordered to 
identify fellow workers who were part 
of the conspiracy. Refusing to reveal 
anything, he was subsequently tortured 
in Berlin’s Moabit Prison, where he 
died on June 11, 1942. The Gestapo re-
ported his death as a suicide. Marianne 
was executed in Plötzensee prison on 
August 18, 1942, along with Joachim 
Franke, Hildegard Jadamowitz, Heinz 
Joachim, Sala Kochmann, Hans-Georg 
Mannaberg, Gerhard Meyer, Werner 
Steinbrink and Irene Walther.

Other resisters in the Baum group 
were caught and tried in succeeding 
months. Most were executed at Plöt-
zensee on March 4, 1943: Heinz Rot-
holz, Heinz Birnbaum, Hella Hirsch, 
Hanni Meyer, Marianne Joachim,  

Lothar Salinger, Helmut Neumann, 
Hildegard Löwy and Siegbert Rotholz. 
Overall, the deaths of the Baum group 
members represent a tragic roll call of 
lost youth and dashed hopes. The av-
erage age of those in the inner circle 
was 22. Charlotte Päch, aged 32, was 
the oldest in the group, and was nick-
named “Grandma” by the others.

Moreover, not all were Jewish; 
Franke, Jadamowitz, Mannaberg and 
Steinbrink were all non-Jewish com-
munists. Ultimately, of the 32 mem-
bers of the group who lost their lives, 
22 were executed by decapitation, nine 
died in death camps, and one – Herbert 
Baum himself – through torture. Only 
five members of the Baum group sur-
vived the war.

As an act of resistance to the Ho-
locaust, the question must be asked: 
Was it worth it? The press was forbid-
den to report on the fire, and no official 
news was released regarding the Baum 
group or the fate of its members. Yet 
the partial destruction of the exhibit 
on the Lustgarten must have present-
ed something of a shock to Goebbels 
and the Berlin Nazis. A small but well- 
organized Jewish resistance circle had 
challenged a major Nazi propaganda 
enterprise, in the heart of the German 
capital, more than nine years after the 
Nazis had come to power. Little won-
der that the punishments were so over-
whelming and devastating.

The Baum group, quite simply, 
rocked the Nazi establishment as few 
other resistance movements in Germa-
ny had to that time. Today, 80 years af-
ter the event, their sacrifice is worthy 
of pause and respect.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.
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The sacrifice of the Baum group Yom Ha’Atzmaut is a time for mangal 
– recipe by Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Israeli Inde-
pendence Day, always follows 
soon after Passover. This year, 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut is on Thursday, May 
5. Israelis will be heading outdoors for 
the delight of the grill.

As with most days of importance, 
a lot of the celebrations revolve around 
food. In Israel, Yom Ha’Atzmaut is 
identified with BBQ, known in Hebrew 
as mangal. Herds of Israelis will set up 

a mobile grill station with folding ta-
bles and chairs in any empty spot in an 
over-crowded park, sidewalk or beach 
boardwalk. They will feast on kebabs 
(grilled meat patties), shishliks (chick-
en skewers), hummus, tahini and many 
other varieties of salads. Disposable 
grills are found all over the country 
for sale just for this purpose. While the 
burgers are sizzling on the grill, it’s the 
perfect occasion to enjoy quality time 
with friends and family. The holiday 
itself is the start of the Israeli grilling 
season, which lasts throughout the en-
tire summer.

To be truly Israeli, you need to un-
derstand the culture of mangal, other-
wise known as al ha-esh (on the fire) 
or barbecue. Drive around Israel on 
Yom Ha’Atzmaut and the most notice-
able part of the national celebrations 
will be a cloud of smoke hovering over 
the country, from all of the mangals in  
every park, forest, garden or balcony.

Everyone does it. Ashkenazi 
or Sephardic, everyone has a mangal at 
one point or another, but especially 
on Yom Ha’Atzmaut when the whole 
country has a day off without the re-
strictions of a religious holiday.

Most of the time, big, Ameri-
can-type grills are not put to use. In-
stead, a tiny portable, often dispos-
able charcoal grill that cooks low 
to the ground is used. Look out for 
your knees, because crouching down 
over the grill is the way most Israelis  
cook.

Unfortunately, 21 years of Amer-
ican barbeque has rubbed off on me. 
Last year, I decided to celebrate the 
holiday at my house. My friends were 

pleasantly treated to a do-it-yourself 
hamburger and hot dog buffet. They 
loved it, but one year was enough of a 
departure from the custom. This year 
we are back to the mangal. We are go-
ing to picnic and grill just like in Israel. 
I can’t wait for my husband to dust off 
the grill and lay down some of my own 
chicken shawarma shipudim (skewers) 
made from pargiot (boneless, skinless, 
dark meat chicken cutlets). Traditional 

shawarma is made 
from turkey. How-
ever, the pargiot 
version gives you 
the same taste, but 
is more tender. In 
the last few years, 
pargiot have become 
easier to find even 
in the U.S. They’ve 
been popular in Isra-
el for years. Pargiot 
are moist, tender, 
juicy and perfect for 
a Yom Ha’Atzmaut 
celebration at home. 
And, yes, my sha-
warma recipe tastes 
exactly like the sha-
warma I’ve had at 
street food vendors 
in Israel.

You can cele-
brate your own Is-
raeli BBQ wherever 
you are, just like in 

Israel, with my chicken shawarma rec-
ipe. Then pick a spot in a park or your 
backyard, play some Israeli music and 
invite some friends to join in the party. 
Yom Ha’Atzamaut Sameach!
Ingredients:
For the chicken shawarma skewers:

• 5 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
• 1 teaspoon ground cumin
• 1 teaspoon freshly ground black 

pepper
• 1 teaspoon ground turmeric
• 1 teaspoon kosher salt
• ¾ teaspoon ground coriander
• ½ teaspoon allspice, optional
• ½ teaspoon sweet paprika
• ½ teaspoon garlic powder
• 12 skinless, boneless chicken 

thighs cut into 2-inch-thick pieces
For the grilled vegetables:

• 1 pound asparagus, trimmed
• 1 pound cherry tomatoes, 

stemmed
• 4 carrots, cut lengthwise in half
• 1 zucchini, cut into ½-inch slices
• 1 red onion, cut into wedges
• 3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
• 1 teaspoon ground cumin
• 1 teaspoon freshly ground black 

pepper
• 1 teaspoon ground turmeric
• 1 teaspoon kosher salt
• ¾ teaspoon ground coriander
• ½ teaspoon sweet paprika
• ½ teaspoon garlic powder
 X Soak one dozen bamboo skewers 

in warm water.
 X Marinate the chicken: In a medi-

um bowl, whisk together the ol-
ive oil, cumin, pepper, turmeric, 
salt, coriander, paprika and garlic 
powder. Blend until you have one  

even color.
 X Add the chicken thighs and toss to 

coat, ensuring the spice rub gets 
into all the folds and crevices of 
the thighs. Cover and refrigerate 
for at least 30 minutes and up to 12 
hours.

 X Skewer chicken on soaked bamboo 
skewers and set aside.

 X Make the grilled vegetables: Pre-
heat grill to medium high heat. 

 X In a medium bowl, whisk together 
olive oil, cumin, turmeric, garlic, 
paprika, salt and pepper.

 X Brush olive oil mixture onto the 
asparagus, tomatoes, carrots, zuc-
chini and red onion. Let sit for 10-
15 minutes.

 X Transfer vegetables to a grill bas-
ket; place basket onto the grill. 
Cook, turning occasionally, un-
til vegetables are lightly burnt all 
over, about 10-12 minutes. Set 
aside.

 X Cook the chicken on the grill over 
medium-high heat until almost 
smoking. Cook the chicken un-
til golden with crispy edges, 5-6  

minutes per side. 
 X Transfer grilled shawarma skewers 

to a platter with grilled vegetables. 
Drizzle with tahini and parsley. 

 X Serve right away, with harissa, if 
using, on the side. Or lightly toast 
pitas and stuff them with hummus 
tahini and Israeli salad. 

Lothar Salinger, Helmut Neumann, 
Hildegard Löwy and Siegbert Rotholz. 
Overall, the deaths of the Baum group 
members represent a tragic roll call of 
lost youth and dashed hopes. The av-
erage age of those in the inner circle 
was 22. Charlotte Päch, aged 32, was 
the oldest in the group, and was nick-
named “Grandma” by the others.

Moreover, not all were Jewish; 
Franke, Jadamowitz, Mannaberg and 
Steinbrink were all non-Jewish com-
munists. Ultimately, of the 32 mem-
bers of the group who lost their lives, 
22 were executed by decapitation, nine 
died in death camps, and one – Herbert 
Baum himself – through torture. Only 
five members of the Baum group sur-
vived the war.

As an act of resistance to the Ho-
locaust, the question must be asked: 
Was it worth it? The press was forbid-
den to report on the fire, and no official 
news was released regarding the Baum 
group or the fate of its members. Yet 
the partial destruction of the exhibit 
on the Lustgarten must have present-
ed something of a shock to Goebbels 
and the Berlin Nazis. A small but well- 
organized Jewish resistance circle had 
challenged a major Nazi propaganda 
enterprise, in the heart of the German 
capital, more than nine years after the 
Nazis had come to power. Little won-
der that the punishments were so over-
whelming and devastating.

The Baum group, quite simply, 
rocked the Nazi establishment as few 
other resistance movements in Germa-
ny had to that time. Today, 80 years af-
ter the event, their sacrifice is worthy 
of pause and respect.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.
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Buying wine online
By The Wine Whisperer

 Jerry  
    Greenfield

Fortunately, Florida is one of only 
16 states that allows wineries 
and retail stores to ship wine di-

rectly to consumers. That means you 
can buy wine online and someone will 
bring it right to your door. I’m a big fan 

of supporting lo-
cally owned wine 
stores, but there 
are times you can 
find rare wines or 
hard-to-get vin-
tages from larger 
retailers in major 
cities.

Online wine 
sales were grow-

ing before Covid, absolutely. But even 
though the worst of the effects are be-
hind us, the situation still accelerated 
a trend toward online shopping, trans-
forming consumer habits and shaping 
new business models in a matter of 
weeks.

People who had perhaps never con-
sidered going online to buy wine be-
fore have done so for the first time this 
year, prompting much of the wine trade 
to invest in their online operations, and 
fast. So sales through this channel have 
gone through the roof – clear evidence 
that consumer habits are changing.

In response, a lot of retailers have 
improved their sites, with better graph-
ics and easier user interfaces. And 
there are more retailers than ever that 
don’t have a physical location, doing 
all their business through the internet. 
It’s paid off because many consumers 
started stockpiling wines. However, 
there’s a disadvantage. While you can 
conveniently visit a local wine shop 
and bring home a bottle or three of dif-
ferent wines, online retailers generally 
require a minimum order of three, six 
or even 12 bottles. So orders got bigger 
during the year and a half of the pan-
demic, usually by the case.

The other new phenomenon has 
been the advent of “virtual tastings.” 
Since retailers were not able to hold in-
store tastings, they started doing them 
online. You’d get an email offering an 
assortment of three or four different 
wines, order them, then join a Zoom 
call at a certain time to taste through 
them with someone from the retailer. 
That’s not going away, so now you can 
get the samples delivered to your door 
and discuss them online, sometimes 
with the actual winemaker. Before, 
you’d have to go the winery to do that. 
This particular activity has become an 
important online marketing tool and 
sales builder. It has also created vir-
tual communities of wine lovers who 
now meet and chat about the wines 
in new ways. In fact, collectors and  

aficionados log on to these virtual 
events from across the country – and 
even around the world.

The online aspect has also allowed 
smaller producers to get a share of the 
market. It’s hard for a limited-produc-
tion winery to find a distributor who 
can put bottles on the shelf in different 
markets, but it’s easy to get the word 
out to interested consumers through 
the many channels of online market-
ing. This has allowed aficionados to 
find and sample wines that might never 
be available at their local retailer.

Here’s one more benefit. Many 
people, confined to quarters with a lot 
of time and not much to do, have start-
ed taking online courses in a variety 
of topics. I teach online wine classes 
through GetSetUp, a worldwide edu-
cational organization that offers free 
classes in dozens of topics aimed at 
learners over 55.

Meanwhile, I offer my latest rec-
ommendations for your consideration, 
purchased either online or at your 
friendly neighborhood wine shop.

Charles Krug Generations Red 
Blend Napa Valley 2014 ($55) – A 
Bordeaux blend of Cabernet, Petit 
Verdot, Merlot and Malbec with con-
centrated black cherry, blueberry and 
notes of fresh roasted coffee. The deep 
structure nicely supports the relatively 
high alcohol content. Well balanced. 
WW 90

Shannon Ridge Ovis Cabernet 
Sauvignon Round Mountain Vine-
yard 2016 ($58) – Fermented in bar-
rels and aged for 30 months, this deftly 
balanced Cabernet offers opulent aro-
mas of dried cherry and cranberry, with 
hints of bitter chocolate. Brooding on 
the palate with notes of cherry, oak, 
nuts and cassis. WW 89-90

Shannon Ridge Ovis Petite Sirah 
Betsy’s Vineyard 2016 ($60) – Har-
vested from 30-year-old vines, gen-
erous aromas of black fruit, including 
blackberry and plum. These flavors are 
tinged with notes of chocolate and to-
bacco, with hints of cinnamon on the 
persistent finish. WW 89-90
Ask the Wine Whisperer
How many grapes does it take to make 
a bottle of wine? – Sharon F., Atlanta

Generally, one bottle of wine is 
made from about 2.5 pounds of grapes, 
or approximately 1,200.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er, a wine author, educator and consul-
tant. He is an adjunct professor in the 
wine program at Florida Gulf Coast 
University. Read his blog at www.wine 
whisperer.com. Jerry’s new book, He 
Lost it in the Catskills, is available on 
Amazon, or purchase your personally 
signed copy at catskillmemories.com.
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BRIEFS

EGYPT, ISRAEL EXPAND 
ECONOMIC TIES
Egypt and Israel held talks on March 
31 to discuss ways of expanding their 
economic and trade relations, in the lat-
est sign of warming ties between Cairo 
and Jerusalem. In 2021, bilateral trade 
between Egypt and Israel reached $330 
million a year, an increase of 63% from 
2020. Israel’s Minister of Economy and 
Industry, Orna Barbivai, said new mea-
sures will help double bilateral trade to 
$700 million within three years.

The Qualified Industrial Zone 
(QIZ) program established by the 
U.S., which came into force in 2005, 
allows products jointly manufactured 
by Egypt and Israel duty-free entry 
into the U.S., provided that Israeli 
components represent 11.7% of these 
products. There are 1,124 companies 
registered under the QIZ protocol as 
of February 2022, the vast majority of 
which produce textiles (80%). Exports 
under the QIZ protocol hit $1.2 billion 
in 2021 and made up 37% of Egypt’s 
total exports to the U.S.

Tarek Fahmi, a professor of politi-
cal science at Cairo University, thinks 
the current momentum in Egyptian-Is-
raeli relations was triggered by the 
recent U.S.-sponsored normalization 
deals. “Egypt and Israel seek to deliver 
a message through this cooperation that 
their relations are solid and are expand-
ing.” However, while many Egyptians 
are not averse to trade with Israel, the 

Egyptian public is wary of deepening 
ties with the Jewish state. (Mohamed 
Sabry, Al-Monitor)

ISRAEL’S EXPANDING 
“WAR BETWEEN WARS” 
WITH IRAN
The Israeli military says it has carried 
out more than 400 airstrikes in Syr-
ia and other parts of the Middle East 
since 2017 as part of a wide-ranging 
campaign targeting Iran and its allies. 
Israeli leaders refer to the campaign as 
the “war between wars,” aimed at de-
terring Iran and weakening Tehran’s 
ability to hit Israel in the event of an 
open war. 

“It’s not 100% success,” said Maj.-
Gen. Amikam Norkin, who retired 
recently as head of Israel’s air force, 
where he served as architect of the 
campaign. “But without our activity, 
the situation here might be much more 
negative.”

Among the targets hit are Russian- 
supplied air-defense systems, drone 
bases operated by Iranian military ad-
visers, and precision-guided missiles 
bound for Hizbullah in Lebanon. The 
strikes have also killed more than 
300 people, including Iranian military 
commanders, militants backed by Teh-
ran and Syrian soldiers, according to 
Stephane Cohen of NorthStar Security 
Analysis, an Israel-based consulting 
firm.

The campaign has resulted in Iran’s 

forces largely retreating from positions 
near the Israeli border to safer spots in 
eastern Syria, said Carmit Valensi, a 
research fellow at Israel’s Institute for 
National Security Studies. 

Israel has also used small quadcop-
ter drones to carry out strikes inside 
Iran, according to people familiar with 
the covert campaign. (Dion Nissen-
baum, Wall Street Journal)

AMERICANS STILL PRO-
ISRAEL, PALESTINIANS 
GAIN SUPPORT
Fifty-five percent of Americans now 
sympathize more with the Israelis and 
26% with the Palestinians, based on 
Gallup’s annual World Affairs Survey 
for 2022, conducted February 1-17.

While still wide, Israel’s advantage 
has narrowed since 2013 as sympathy 
for the Palestinians has edged higher, 
while sympathy for Israel has dimin-
ished slightly.

Whereas 64% of adults 55 and 
older and 57% aged 35 to 54 are more 
sympathetic toward Israel, this drops to 
40% among those under 35.

Liberal Democrats favor Palestin-
ians over Israel by 52% to 28%, while 
conservative and moderate Democrats 

favor Israel over Palestinians by 50% 
to 28%. Conservative Republicans fa-
vor Israel by 84% to 9%. (Lydia Saad, 
Jerusalem Post)

U.S. POLL: SYMPATHY  
FOR THE PALESTINIANS 
DOES NOT MEAN 
HOSTILITY TO ISRAEL
Gallup’s annual poll on attitudes to-
ward Israel and the Palestinians shows 
that 71% of the U.S. public have a fa-
vorable or mostly favorable opinion of 
Israel in 2022. The favorability line has 
remained pretty even over the last 12 
years. Overall support for Israel did not 
suffer when Netanyahu went to battle 
with Obama against the Iranian nucle-
ar deal. In 2014, when the Obama-Net-
anyahu battles were in full swing, 71% 
of Democrats had a favorable opinion 
of Israel, the highest rating among 
Democrats in the last 22 years.

Favorability to Israel fell from 75% 
in 2021, due largely to Republicans, 
as favorable opinions dropped from 
91% in 2020 to 81% in 2022. Among 
Democrats, favorability dropped from 
67% to 63%. However, the higher 
rating among Republicans has been a  
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For daily news stories related to Israel & the 
Jewish world, visit the Federation’s website 

at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

constant going back to 1989. Yet Dem-
ocrats have not stopped being support-
ive of Israel. A 63% favorability rating 
does not make an anti-Israel party.

Gallup also asks with which side 
people sympathize more: Israel or the 
Palestinians. Since 2018, sympathy for 
the Palestinians has been on a steady 
rise, and sympathy for Israel on a slight 
decline, from 59% in 2018 to 58% in 
2021 and 55% in 2022. While 38% of 
Democrats say they are more sympa-
thetic to the Palestinians, that does not 
necessarily mean they are hostile to Is-
rael.

Sympathy for the Palestinians 
among Democrats has to do with a lib-
eral worldview that maintains that the 
weak are in the right. In the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict, Israel is the mightier 
party. (Herb Keinon, Jerusalem Post)

ISRAELI ARABS SEE RISE 
IN STANDARD OF LIVING, 
LIFE EXPECTANCY AND 
EDUCATION
Arab society in Israel is being revolu-
tionized by a rise in the standard of liv-
ing, life expectancy and education. The 
number of Arab citizens of Israel was 
1,595,300 at the end of 2020, 17.2% 
of the total population. They are 83% 
Muslim, 9% Druze and 8% Christian. 
Over the last two decades, life expec-
tancy for both Arab men and women 
has increased by three years, similar to 
the equivalent increase among Jews.

The median number of years of 
education among Arabs has risen dra-
matically. In 1985, the median was 7.7 
years for Arab women and 9.3 for Arab 
men. In 2017, the median for both sex-
es was 12 years. Matriculation rates in 
the Druze system are even higher than 
in the Jewish school system.

The number of Arab undergradu-
ate students and their share of the total 
student population has almost doubled 
over the last decade, from 10% in 2009-
2010 to 18.3% in 2019-2020. Students 

for an MA degree have risen from 6.5% 
in 2009-2010 to 14.6% in 2019-2020. 
The proportion of Arab Ph.D. students 
rose from 3.9% in 2009-2010 to 7.3% 
in 2019-2020.

In 2000, Arabs constituted 4.8% 
of civil service employees. By 2020 
it reached 13.2%. The percentage of 
Arab board members in government 
companies has risen from 1.2% in 
2000 to 12% in 2018. (Dr. Nasreen 
Haddad Haj-Yahya, Israel Democracy 
Institute)

2022 DEMOGRAPHIC 
UPDATE: A SOLID JEWISH 
MAJORITY WEST OF THE 
JORDAN RIVER
Israel’s Jewish fertility rate exceeds its 
Muslim fertility rate. In 2020, the Jew-
ish fertility rate (number of births per 
woman) was 3.00, while the overall 
Arab fertility rate was 2.82. In 2021, 
Jewish births were 76% of total births. 
The unique growth in Israel’s Jewish 
fertility rate is attributed to optimism, 

patriotism, attachment to Jewish roots, 
communal solidarity, a frontier men-
tality and the positive Jewish attitude 
toward raising children. Israel’s Arab 
life expectancy (78 for men and 82 for 
women) is similar to the U.S. life ex-
pectancy and higher than that of any 
Arab or Muslim country.

Moreover, Palestinian census fig-
ures are inflated. Half a million Pal-
estinians who have lived overseas for 
over a year are included in the popu-
lation census, in violation of interna-
tionally accepted rules. Double-count-
ed and included in the Israeli census 
and the Palestinian census are 350,000 
Jerusalem Arabs who possess Israe-
li ID cards. Also double-counted are 
150,000 Arabs from Gaza and the West 
Bank who married Israeli Arabs and  
received Israeli ID cards.

The PA census ignores the an-
nual net emigration of mostly young 
Arabs from the West Bank (28,000 in 
2021). The number of Arab deaths in 
the West Bank has been systematically 
under-reported. For example, a recent 
Palestinian population census included 
Arabs who were born in 1845.

In 2021, there was a 68% Jewish 
majority in the combined area of pre-
1967 Israel and the West Bank (7.5 
million Jews, 2 million Israeli Arabs 
and 1.5 million West Bank Arabs). De-
spite conventional wisdom, there is no 
Arab demographic time bomb. There 
is, however, an unprecedented Jewish 
demographic tailwind. (Yoram Etting-
er, The Ettinger Report)

THE RIDDLE OF MODERN 
ISRAEL’S REMARKABLY 
HIGH BIRTH RATES
Israel has all the features normally as-
sociated with ultra-low fertility rates: 
high levels of education among wom-
en, high levels of urbanization, high 

levels of income. Yet from the 1990s 
Israel’s fertility rate started to rise.

Today it is slightly above three 
children per woman, compared to 1.6 
in the UK and 1.7 in the U.S. No other 
country in the OECD (Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment), with a fully developed econo-
my, scores above two.

Israel has shown that the trend 
can be bucked and that it is possible 
to combine modernity and prosperity 
with a healthy level of childbearing.

Certainly, the birth rate of Haredim 
in Israel is sky-high, but moderately re-
ligious and secular Israelis have much 
larger families than their counterparts 
in rich countries in Europe, North 
America and East Asia. (Paul Morland, 
Jewish Chronicle - UK)

ISRAELI CURRICULUM 
CONTINUES TO SPREAD  
IN JERUSALEM’S  
ARAB SECTOR
After five-and-a-half decades of the 
single rule of the Palestinian curricu-
lum, the Israeli program and the Israeli 
matriculation are gaining a foothold in 
Jerusalem’s Arab sector.

The construction of new schools 
has greatly helped to encourage the 
transition, with 32 new educational 
institutions established in the last six 
years in eastern Jerusalem at a standard 
similar to every new school in Israel.

 In September 2021, 13,000 Arab 
students studied according to the Is-
raeli program, compared to 5,000 five 
years ago – a jump of 160%.

Young interviewees said the 
change in outlook was due to the reali-
zation that employment prospects were 
limited in the Palestinian market, so it 
was preferable to pursue integration 
into the Israeli market. (Peggy Cidor, 
Jerusalem Post)

WHY IS ISRAEL THE 
WORLD’S 9TH-HAPPIEST 
COUNTRY?
Israel was ranked the 9th-happiest 
country in the world this year, despite 
its political polarization and constant 
fears of wars or terrorist attacks.

Israeli psychology professor Tal 
Ben-Shahar explained why. First, Is-
rael is a country with a very strong 
social network. “The number one dis-
tinguishing characteristic in happy 
countries is a very strong social net-
work where there is support from fam-
ily and friends.”

Second, being a country that of-
ten has been attacked by its neighbors, 
and a people who have been victims 
of persecution for thousands of years 
gives many Israelis a sense of mutual 
reliance.

Third, the Israeli army, in which 
service is mandatory for young men 
and women, helps unite Israelis and 
gives many a sense of purpose. (An-
dres Oppenheimer, Miami Herald)



  1919  L' CHAY IM MAY 2022L' CHAY IM MAY 2022  
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

Art of Fashion
 and Moore   Syli

sh  
Com

fortable
  Different

The Art of Fashion and Moore
(in the Arcade in historic

downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner (239) 204-9759
2267 1st. St., Suite 12 info@artoffashionandmoore.com
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 www.artoffashionandmoore.com
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PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION

The Jewish Federation thanks all our 
advertisers for their continued support! 

Without them we would be unable  
to provide our readers with L’CHAYIM.  

We invite other businesses in our 
community to explore this valuable 

advertising opportunity.

For more information, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  
or send an email to LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
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ISRAELI CURRICULUM 
CONTINUES TO SPREAD  
IN JERUSALEM’S  
ARAB SECTOR
After five-and-a-half decades of the 
single rule of the Palestinian curricu-
lum, the Israeli program and the Israeli 
matriculation are gaining a foothold in 
Jerusalem’s Arab sector.

The construction of new schools 
has greatly helped to encourage the 
transition, with 32 new educational 
institutions established in the last six 
years in eastern Jerusalem at a standard 
similar to every new school in Israel.

 In September 2021, 13,000 Arab 
students studied according to the Is-
raeli program, compared to 5,000 five 
years ago – a jump of 160%.

Young interviewees said the 
change in outlook was due to the reali-
zation that employment prospects were 
limited in the Palestinian market, so it 
was preferable to pursue integration 
into the Israeli market. (Peggy Cidor, 
Jerusalem Post)

WHY IS ISRAEL THE 
WORLD’S 9TH-HAPPIEST 
COUNTRY?
Israel was ranked the 9th-happiest 
country in the world this year, despite 
its political polarization and constant 
fears of wars or terrorist attacks.

Israeli psychology professor Tal 
Ben-Shahar explained why. First, Is-
rael is a country with a very strong 
social network. “The number one dis-
tinguishing characteristic in happy 
countries is a very strong social net-
work where there is support from fam-
ily and friends.”

Second, being a country that of-
ten has been attacked by its neighbors, 
and a people who have been victims 
of persecution for thousands of years 
gives many Israelis a sense of mutual 
reliance.

Third, the Israeli army, in which 
service is mandatory for young men 
and women, helps unite Israelis and 
gives many a sense of purpose. (An-
dres Oppenheimer, Miami Herald)
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Marcia Can Help 
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  22001177. 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  AAllaann  IIssaaaaccss  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499    eexxtt..  66  oorr  aallaanniissaaaaccss@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg..  

Ten amazing archeological finds, discovered by accident
In Israel, people who are out and about regularly stumble upon, come across 
or even just lean on what turn out to be ancient treasures.
By Naama Barak, March 31, 2022, ISRAEL21c.org

It’s no secret that Israel is brimming 
with amazing archeological finds, 
ranging from huge palaces to mar-

ble toilets.
While some of the discoveries are 

the result of backbreaking archeolog-
ical digs, many others were simply 
stumbled upon by people going about 
their business.

And we’re not just talking about 
the odd coin or two – like the 11-year-
old girl who unearthed a 2,000-year-
old silver coin this week – but about 
mind-blowing and history-changing 
artifacts such as the Dead Sea scrolls, 
first unearthed by Bedouin shepherds 
in the 1940s.

Since then, countless people have 
unexpectedly come across ancient trea-
sures, enriching our understanding of 
the past and the people who inhabited 
it.

To celebrate the fabulousness of 
all these accidental discoveries, here 
are 10 of the best ones in recent years.
Scuba diver stumbles on 900-year-
old Crusader sword off the Carmel 
coast
Just recently, an Israeli man scuba div-
ing off the coast in northern Israel spot-
ted several ancient artifacts lying on the 
seabed that were probably uncovered 
by shifting sands. Among them were 

pottery shards, stone anchors and, most 
excitingly, a meter-long sword dating 
back to the Crusader era. The sword 
was preserved in perfect condition, al-
beit covered in a crust of seashells and 
sediment, and once it is cleaned up and 
researched it will be made available for 
public viewing.
Eleven-year-old stumbles on ancient 
amulet on family hike
Eleven-year-old Zvi Ben-David was 
out hiking with his family in southern 
Israel earlier this year when he came 
across a small pottery figurine believed 

to be an ancient amulet that was meant 
to protect children or increase fertility. 
The amulet is in the shape of a wom-
an wearing a scarf but is otherwise 

bare-chested and was probably in use 
in the fifth or sixth centuries BCE. The 
discovery is pretty rare, and the Isra-
el Antiquities Authority has only one 
such other figurine, but these were ap-
parently common back in the day and 
believed to bring good luck and ensure 
protection.
Ancient sarcophagi get lost at zoo, 
then unearthed anew
With a headline so good it can’t be any-
thing but true, it turns out that earlier 
this year two Roman-era coffins were 
uncovered for a second time after be-
ing forgotten at the Ramat Gan Safari. 
Originally found in the zoo’s parking 
lot many years ago, they were moved 
near the African savannah zone where 
they were forgotten and disappeared 
beneath sand and thick vegetation.

Now, in the midst of construction 
for a new wildlife hospital, the head of 
the African savannah zone noticed the 
two coffins jutting out of the ground 
and reported them. The 1,800-year-old 
sarcophagi were finally transferred to 
the Israeli National Treasures reposito-
ry, where they are being better looked 
after.
Soldier stumbles on rare coin from 
two millennia ago
A rare coin dating back to the Roman 
Empire was discovered earlier this 

year by a soldier in the middle of an 
IDF training exercise, no doubt lending 
a magical touch to an otherwise dusty 

event. The coin bears an image of Ro-
man Emperor Antoninus Pius and was 
minted in 158-159 CE. Its reverse side 
depicts the Syrian moon god, Men, 
along with the inscription “of the peo-
ple of Geva Philippi” and the date it 
was minted.

The identification of the place 
of minting is what makes the coin so 
rare, with only 11 other such examples 
known. According to the Israeli Antiq-
uities Authority, the original owner of 
the coin probably lost it while traveling 
one of the roads in the area. The coin 
waited some 2,000 years to be picked 
up again.

continued on next page

Eleven-year-old Zvi Ben-David receives a 
certificate of appreciation for good citizenship  
for turning in his ancient figurine find (photo by 

Oren Shmueli/Israel Antiquities Authority

The ancient coin unearthed by an Israeli soldier 
depicting the Syrian moon god Men. (photo by  

Nir Distelfeld/Israel Antiquities Authority)
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Ten amazing archeological finds...continued from previous page 

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

Ancient tombstone found while 
clearing nature paths
A tombstone dating back some 1,400 
years was recently unearthed in south-
ern Israel by an Israel Nature and Parks 
Authority worker out clearing nature 
paths, revealing interesting details 
about the life of its occupant. Accord-
ing to the inscriptions on the tombstone, 
it belonged to a lady called Maria who 
apparently led such an immaculate life 
that her loved ones thought it a fact 
worth mentioning on her grave. The 
somewhat surprising inscription was 
chiseled into the stone in Greek, along-
side the date of Maria’s death – Febru-
ary 9 of an unspecified year.
Six-year-old discovers rare 
3,500-year-old tablet
Last year, when six-year-old Imri Elya 
was visiting an archeological site with 
his parents, he noticed a tiny tablet 
on the ground and picked it up. There 

were two figures engraved on it – a man 
leading a naked captive with hands 
folded and tied behind his back. The 
tablet shows the free man with curly 
hair and a full face, while his captive is 
thin, and his face is elongated. Arche-
ologists believe the tablet was made in 
the Late Bronze Age, between the 12th 
and 15th centuries BCE, at a time when 
the Egyptian Empire ruled the area, 
and as such sheds light on difficult  
aspects of life back then.
Boy forages for mushrooms, ends 
up finding ancient artifact
Last winter, 13-year-old Stav Meir 
went foraging for mushrooms follow-
ing some rain and ended up stumbling 
on an archeological artifact brought to 
the surface by the downpour: a stone 
slab with some Greek inscriptions, 
which was identified as a Byzantine- 
era burial inscription that likely be-
longed to a wealthy individual from the 
Caesarea area, where modern-day Meir 
also resides.
Eight-year-old Israeli boy stumbles 
across fertility goddess figurine
A young boy made an Indiana 
Jones-worthy discovery a few years 
ago when he came across an ancient 
fertility goddess figurine while walk-
ing in nature with his family. Itai 
Halperin, who was eight at the time, 
stumbled upon the ceramic statuette 
from the Iron Age, around the 10th to 
6th centuries BCE. To thank him for his 
good citizenship, the Israel Antiquities 
Authority enabled his class to partici-
pate in a real dig and tour its archive, 
no doubt making him the coolest kid in 
the classroom.

On way to work, man leans against 
4,500-year-old treasure
Electrician Ahmed Nassar Yassin from 
the Lower Galilee was walking down 
a dirt road on his way to a customer’s 

home when he leaned against a moun-
tain ridge. The rock crumbled, expos-
ing ancient-looking storage jars, pour-
ing vessels and a copper dagger blade. 
Yassin collected the find and reported 
it to the authorities, who identified the 
stash as artifacts from the Intermediate 
Bronze Age some 4,500 years ago. The 
artifacts seem to have been placed in a 
burial cave to accompany their inhab-
itants on their journey to the afterlife, 
according to the customs of the time.
Woman taking a walk finds 
1,700-year-old stone busts
A few years ago, a woman spotted 
something sticking out of the ground 
while taking a walk with her husband 
near the northern city of Beit She’an. 
The couple called the Israel Antiquities 
Authority, whose representatives they 
joined in unearthing two limestone 

busts dating back to the Late Roman 
period in the third and fourth centuries 
CE. According to the specialists, these 
types of busts were usually placed in 
or near burial caves and may be rep-
resentations of the deceased. The two 
discovered busts were created in the 
Oriental style, representing a shift from 
a Classical style to a more local one.
Naama Barak is a writer at ISRAEL21c. 
A PhD student at the Hebrew Univer-
sity of Jerusalem, she loves all things 
history and politics. Food and fashion 
come a close second. Prior to joining 
ISRAEL21c, Naama worked for Isra-
el’s leading English-language dailies 
and cutting-edge startups.

Imri Elya with the ancient tablet and certificate of 
recognition from the Israel Antiquities Authority 

(photo courtesy of IAA)

Electrician Ahmed Nassar Yassin with  
the ancient treasures he found (photo courtesy  

of Israel Antiquities Authority)

Nir Distelfeld, Israel Antiquities Authority Theft 
Prevention Unit inspector, with the two busts  

in Beit She’an (photo by Eitan Klein/ 
Israel Antiquities Authority)

                         
 

Honoring a special person  
through a tribute gift to the  
Jewish Family Services of Lee  
& Charlotte Counties is a  
wonderful way to recognize a  
          simcha or remember a  
           loved one. Not only does  
               your gift show your family  
                  and friends that you care,  
                      it goes to work helping  
                          Jews in need and  
                          building vibrant  
                          communities locally,  
                          in Israel and around the world. 
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Each month, 4,000  
Jewish residents 
in Lee and Charlotte 
counties turn to  
L’CHAYIM for:
X Upcoming major events
X Community Directory
X Synagogue news
X Local Organization news
X Jewish Federation updates
X Holocaust Museum news
X Candle Lighting Times
X Business Directory
X Rabbinical Reflections
X Israel updates
X Photos of recent events
X and much more

Targeted Distribution
Reach our well-informed, health-conscious and savvy 
readers who are looking for new and better ways to en-
rich their lives and those of their loved ones. L’CHAYIM 
– the monthly newspaper published by the Jewish Feder-
ation of Lee and Charlotte Counties – is mailed to 4,000 
residents in the area. Additional copies are available at 
the Jewish Federation office.

Life-Enriching Information 
Each month, readers of L’CHAYIM get news and updates 
on all Jewish-related local events including the Jewish 
Film Festival,  Jewish author programs,  holiday cele-
brations, concerts, food festivals, book study groups, 
timely lectures, mah jongg and much more. They also 
get updates from the area’s synagogues and numerous 
local Jewish organizations. It’s the place they turn to for 
community news, candle lighting times and a business 
directory.

The exclusive way to reach the Jewish 
Community in Lee and Charlotte counties.

For more information  
or to place an ad in L’CHAYIM:

Call:   Lori Ramos at 239.481.4449 x5
Email:  LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org
Website:  Visit the L’CHAYIM page at  
  www.JewishFederationLCC.org

Grow your business with L’CHAYIM!

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

Why didn’t God stop the Holocaust?
Perhaps the question people ask 

me more than any other is, “Why 
didn’t God stop the Holocaust?”

For perspective on this challenge 
to the Eternal One, I turn to the third 
story in Genesis, the Story of Cain and 
Abel. (Genesis, chapter 4)

That story teaches me more about 
what God is and what God is not better 

than any story ever 
written.

God is the voice 
of our conscience 
urging us to do what 
is just and right. But 
– and this “but” is 
huge – God does not 
force us to do any-
thing. 

When God ac-
cepted Abel’s offering and rejected 
Cain’s, Cain was understandably angry 
and jealous. God warned Cain of the 
danger that lurks unless he curbs his 
anger. But Cain ignored God’s warn-
ing and killed his brother. Since Cain 
was determined to ignore God’s voice 
and kill Abel, God did not prevent him 
from doing so.

How profound a point is that? Here 
is the takeaway.

The fourth chapter of the first book 
of the Torah instructs us not to expect 
God to stop holocausts or any other act 
of evil. God exhorts Cain and us not 
to make rash and foolish decisions, 
but God does not stop us from making 
them.

When Cain is angry and jealous be-
cause God accepted his brother Abel’s 
offering and not his, God warned him 
that unchecked anger and jealousy can 
lead to evil acts. “Sin couches at the 
door,” God told Cain, “but you can rule 
over it!” (Genesis 47)

Cain ignored God’s warning. So 
did Hitler.

After Cain kills Abel, God asks, 
“Where is Abel, your brother?”

And in the voice of a petulant child, 
Cain answers, “I don’t know. Am I my 
brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4:9)

God’s answer rings out across the 
millennia: “Of course you are!” 

That is the whole point. If God’s 
goal in creating the world is for human 
beings to create a just, caring and com-
passionate society, then we can only 
achieve that goal is if we assume re-
sponsibility to be our brother’s or our 
sister’s keeper.

The story of Cain and Abel is truly 

 Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

profound. In 16 short sentences, the To-
rah teaches us some of life’s most sig-
nificant truths, and one of those truths 
answers the question: Why didn’t God 
stop the Holocaust?

The story of Cain and Abel teach-
es God wants us to do what is just and 
right, but God does not stop us from 
doing evil. When evil runs rampant as 
it did during the years of the Holocaust, 
and as it does today, it is humanity’s  

responsibility, not God’s.
(This essay is the abridgment of 

a chapter in Rabbi Fuchs’ recently re-
leased book, 75 and Me: Glimpsing a 
Half Century Through Rabbinic Eyes, 
published by MAZO Publishers, Jeru-
salem.)
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on San-
ibel Island.

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters & comments to  LChayim36@gmail.com

Letters Policy
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. Letters 
should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/
or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its 
advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received. 

Read the current and recent  
issues of L’CHAYIM online at  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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Greeting another person
Judaism takes greeting another per-

son very seriously. In the Talmud, 
Rav Huna teaches, “If one greets 

another and that person does not re-
turn the greeting, the person is called 
a robber.” What exactly are they steal-
ing? Well, imagine waving at someone, 
calling out hello, only to be ignored, 

rebuffed. It’s embar-
rassing. That person 
is stealing our digni-
ty, our pride. 

Our tradition even 
goes further. Rav 
Huna also said, that 
if you know someone 
has a habit of greet-
ing you, if it’s not a 
stranger but someone 

you expect will say hello to you, you 
are obligated to not simply respond, but 
to greet them first, for it says in Psalms 
34:15, “Seek peace and pursue it.” 

The Talmud has no trouble making 
the leap from pursuing peace to saying 
hello to someone first because in the 
Talmud the language for “to greet” is 
“li-ten lo shalom,” literally meaning, 
“to give peace.” So a traditional Jewish 
greeting is “shalom aleichem,” mean-
ing, “peace be upon you.” The proper 
response is “aleichem shalom,” the 
words flipped to make clear it’s a re-
ply, meaning “unto you peace.” And 
if you don’t respond, then not only are 
you robbing that person of their pride, 
you’re also robbing them of peace 
and unity. The stakes are high in Ju-
daism regarding something as simple 
as saying hello, greeting a neighbor or 
engaging in idle chat, but this ancient 
wisdom also plays out today.

The great urban activist Jane  

Jacobs wrote about the social function 
of casual conversations and exchanges: 
waving at a neighbor across the street, 
exchanging words about the weath-
er with the checkout clerk, greeting 
a friendly acquaintance. “Most of it 
is utterly trivial,” she wrote in 1961’s 
The Death and Life of Great American 
Cities, “but the sum is not trivial at all. 
The sum of such casual, public contact 
at a local level,” she continued, “is a 
feeling for the public identity of a peo-
ple, a web of public respect and trust.” 
In other words, unity and peace. 

So much of public discourse to-
day is based on declaring a hot take 
– a hastily conceived opinion, usually 
meant to be attract attention by being 
provocative and divisive. But it is the 
simple conversations and pleasantries 
about the weather, the long line, the 
sports game, where we begin to rec-
ognize the familiar humanity in one 
another. It is why the Talmud tells us 
that stopping to chat with our neighbor 
across the street is pursuing peace.

The Talmud offers one more sug-
gestion for a greeting. We learn, “The 
sages mandated that a person should 
greet another with the name of God,” 
as it is said in the book of Ruth, “Boaz 
came from Beit Lehem and he said 
to the those harvesting, ‘May God be 
with you.’”

So when we wish someone a “good 
morning” with a friendly smile, chat 
about the traffic with the receptionist 
or strike up a conversation at the Oneg, 
we not only encounter a fellow human 
being, we stand before no less than the 
image of God.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.

What it means to be  
“A Light to the Nations”

 Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

On May 5, 1881, 6 Iyar on the 
Hebrew calendar, anti-Jewish 
riots broke out in Kyiv. These 

pogroms led to the spreading of Zionist 
ideas in Russia (Ukraine was then part 
of Russia) and the formation, in 1882, 
of the Chov’vei Tziyon, the “Lovers of 
Zion,” the first organized modern Zi-
onist movement. Fourteen years later, 
on 6 Iyar 1896, Theodore Herzl’s Der 

Judenstaat, was pub-
lished in English un-
der the title, The Jew-
ish State. In 1948, on 
5 Iyar, David Ben 
Gurion proclaimed 
the State of Israel. 

One hundred and 
forty one years later, 
there is another kind 
of violence in Kyiv. 

As the world turns, there is a Jewish 
president in Ukraine and the violence 
is not directed against our people 
(though they are certainly caught up 
in the turmoil). And today, the State of 
Israel is a vibrant country that should, 
in my opinion, take in Jews, and  
non-Jews, who are looking for safe  
haven. 

I am an old-fashioned Zionist. I 
love the Israel that took in Jewish ref-
ugees from around the world. And, be-
cause I look to Israel to be “or lagoy-
im,” a “light to the nations,” a beacon 
of Jewish values, I want Israel to take 
in those non-Jews who need a place to 
live in safety, if only until they can re-
turn to a democratic Ukraine. 

Of course, everything Jewish is 
complicated. The Law of Return of-
fers automatic citizenship to anyone 
with one Jewish parent, grandparent 

or a Jewish spouse. As of now (the be-
ginning of April), about 15,000 Ukrai-
nians have arrived in Israel since the 
war began, two-thirds of whom do not 
meet the requirements for automatic 
citizenship. Estimates are that there are 
200,000 Jews in Ukraine. It is likely 
that many of these people will come 
to Israel in the months ahead. It is 
my opinion that Israel should open its 
doors to all these people, and that we, 
North American Jews, must financial-
ly support the resettlement of the Jews 
and non-Jews who wish to make Israel 
their home.

The long-term benefits to Israel’s 
economy are not the point, but I’ll men-
tion them anyway. The Jews from the 
Former Soviet Union brought a high 
level of skill in medicine, engineer-
ing and computer technology, as well 
as music, art and literature. As Prime 
Minister Netanyahu once famously 
said to President Putin, “Do you have 
another million Russian Jews to send 
me? I’ll take them any day.”

The point is not what these refu-
gees can bring to Israel. It is this: 80 
years ago, when our people needed a 
place to go, many countries, including 
the United States, shut their doors. We 
must not do the same. 

As of this writing, we are seeing 
atrocities and the indiscriminate bomb-
ing of civilian targets. Israel and Amer-
ican Jews are in a position to help. This 
year, 6 Iyar is May 6. I hope there will 
be many more immigrants, Jewish and 
non-Jewish, in Israel. This mitzvah has 
our name written all over it.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

The Jewish Federation Seeks  

Volunteers  
with Foreign Language Skills.  

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to Federation Board member Robert Thomas ritritrit@hotmail.com.   
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk    

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..    

The Jewish Federation seeks 
Volunteers 

with Foreign Language Skills

Read the current and recent  
issues of L’CHAYIM online at  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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Honoring the 74th anniversary  
of the State of Israel 
There is a story that comes out 

of Russia which may be fiction, 
but it does express a truth about 

Jewish life. The secret police in the So-
viet Union knocked 
upon the door of a 
Russian Jew. They 
accused him of cor-
responding with a 
foreign agent named 
Rabinovitz in Israel. 
The Jew laughed and 
explained that he had 
been writing letters 
to his brother Hayim 

Rabinovitz, who happened to live in 
Tel Aviv. The Russian policeman then 
said, “But don’t you know that you are 
not supposed to be in contact with any-
one abroad?” The Jew answered with a 
shrug and said, “You don’t understand. 
I am abroad and he is at home.”

Wherever we may live, America or 
elsewhere may be our home, but Israel 
is the homeland of the Jewish people. 

Israel is not paradise, and it has its 
problems, but it is the center of Jewish 
experience in the modern world. Even 
more than that, what the State of Israel 
has achieved in humanitarian and res-
cue efforts, in the arts and sciences, in 
the resurrection of the Jewish spirit, 
in building up barren wastelands and 
settling cities, in its advances in edu-
cation, in the establishment of a dem-
ocratic government, and in preserving 
Jews and Judaism, entitles it to a moral 
claim on our lives. 

Israel’s welfare and existence de-
serve the highest priority in the life of 
every Jew. Indeed, personal loyalty 
to Israel today, even as in the past, is 
one of the litmus tests of Jewishness. 
To what we personally are willing to 
give to Israel, to lend to Israel, to invest 
in Israel, to speak up for Israel, to visit  
Israel – to exactly that same extent do 
we feel our Jewishness. 
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.

 Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

The power of words
Words are instruments that 

may be used to create har-
mony and they are also 

weapons which we can use to destroy. 
The book of Proverbs teaches, “Death 

and life are in the 
power of the tongue.” 

In our Torah, 
when someone was 
found guilty of the 
sin of lashon hara, 
they would be re-
moved from the 
community, forced 
to isolate until such 
time that they could 

be healed and realize the harm that was 
caused by speaking ill of another.

Lashon hara, slanderous speech, 
is insidious. You could be guilty and 
not even be aware of it. How is this 
possible? It’s all about the kavannah. 
What’s the real intention behind the 
words you’re about to speak? The book 
of Proverbs, also says, “As a man that 
pretends to play and casts firebrands, 
arrows and death, so is the man who 
practices deceit upon his neighbor and 
says halo n’sachek ani, I’m only jok-
ing, I’m just kidding around.” 

Be very careful with your words. 
In Midrash we are taught, “Evil talk is 
like an arrow. A person who unsheathes 
a sword can regret his intention and re-
turn it to its sheath. But the arrow can-
not be retrieved.”

Even if you missed the Oscars a 
few weeks back, you still likely heard 
about the “slap that was heard around 
the world.” Will Smith got up and gave 
Chris Rock a major zetz in kup, a slap 
in the face, all because he didn’t like 
Rock’s joke. Initially, many thought 
this was part of the script, but no, this 
was the real thing. So Will Smith is the 
bad guy, right? 

Will demonstrated a complete lack 
of self-control and certainly a lack of 
decorum befitting of the Oscars. Will 

set a terrible example that it’s accept-
able to solve our differences with vio-
lence. On this we can all agree. How-
ever, the physical pain Chris Rock 
experienced by being slapped in the 
face likely faded away in a few min-
utes. But the emotional pain inflicted 
upon Will Smith listening to a “joke” 
about his wife who is bald because of 
an illness, is the kind of pain that can 
last much longer, maybe even a lifetime. 
Words hurt and people are sensitive. 

The person who says, “Sticks and 
stones can break my bones but names 
will never harm me,” is usually a some-
one who has been bullied or hurt emo-
tionally and speaks this cliché seeking 
comfort through a veil of tears.

Our words have great power, so 
let’s choose them very carefully and 
wisely. Our words have the power to 
encourage, lift and inspire, and they 
have the power to damage and even de-
stroy relationships. And this is a pow-
erful message for us because it is true 
that we tend to hurt the worst, the ones 
we love the most. Let’s think first about 
the consequences of our words before 
we speak them. Will they cause hurt, 
shame, embarrassment and separation, 
or will they encourage, lift and inspire, 
bringing us closer together? The choice 
is ours.

Let’s improve the spiritual health 
of our community and all our relation-
ships by speaking more words of ap-
preciation, and apologizing and mak-
ing amends for any past hurtful words 
that may have slipped from our lips. 
Lashon tov and never lashon hara. 
Speak good, G-dly words and never 
bad ones.

We can all experience the power of 
positive words. If we allow G-d to be 
behind every word we say, our words 
will be the building blocks of a life 
filled only with the good.
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.

 Rabbi 
    Lawrence
    Dermer

Tiqqun, a corrective remedy
“Today I am calling to mind my 
misdeeds.” (Genesis 41:9)

But before I do, let me share my 
enthusiasm about our Federa-
tion’s new executive director, 

Debbie Sanford. I have watched more 
than a few fill this position over the 
years, and I have a really good feeling 
that Debbie is exactly the person that 
is needed at this time. Qadimah – for-
ward we go!

The particular misdeed in question 
today is not actually a 
deed but a persistent 
attitude that I know is 
wrong and struggle to 
shake off as best I can.

I was born 30 
years too soon to feel 
that being gay is nor-
mal and no big deal, 
and I beat myself up 

pretty hard about it because I know 
that’s true. As far as I can tell, the only 
problem that gays face is mindless prej-
udice, or in the case of some political 
leaders, deliberate prejudice. But still, 
in my kishkes, I have to be honest with 
myself about the ignorant attitudes that 
seeped into me as I was coming of age, 
when gays were a comedian’s punch-
line or a TV caricature. 

If you were born in the 1940s or 
’50s, you probably not only know ex-
actly what I mean but may harbor the 
same guilty feelings that I do about 
this, right?

So, what’s prompting me to come 
out of the “prejudice closet” just now? 
It’s really very simple. I need to disas-
sociate myself from autocrats like Pu-
tin of Russia, Orban of Hungary and, 
dare I say, DeSantis of Florida, who are 
exploiting low-brow anti-gay feelings 
to score political points. 

If they tried this about Jews, much 
of the world would come down on them 
in a heartbeat, but when it comes to ho-
mophobia, it is mostly just shrugged 
off as political stunts. 

It should not be shrugged off.
It is the Jewish way to seek a 

tiqqun, a corrective remedy, when we 
find ourselves harboring unworthy at-
titudes, whether or not we actually act 
on them. I need to tell you that import-
ant parts of life have been spent seek-
ing tiqqunim for my unwanted neg-
ative feelings about gays. Sadly, you 
can’t do an effective tiqqun for anyone 
but yourself!

Find yourself a copy of Randy 
Shilt’s book, Conduct Unbecoming, 
and look up the chapter titled 
“Straights,” which starts by my con-
fronting the military over its unlawful 
treatment of its gay airmen and wom-
en when I was an Air Force chaplain. I 
ended up facing the possibility of real 
time in the stockade and more, and I 
was warned by my friends in and out 
of uniform to back off for my own  
sake.

But I didn’t, because for me it was 
more than a matter of civil liberties for 
THEM – it was a tiqqun and maybe 
even an act of tshuvah (penance) for a 
sin nobody but me knew I was com-
mitting because it was a darkness on 
my soul and in my heart that needed 
a remedy.

I could go on with other instances 
like this, but I won’t, because I don’t 
want you to think I’m bragging about 
being some kind of moral hero because 
I am not. Just the opposite. I harbored 
and still harbor sin about this that I can-
not leave unaddressed because it is a 
real sickness that can fester.

And finding myself in the un-
wholesome and unwanted company of 
some famous unsavory type drives this 
home for me, and drives me to make 
this public confession, which for Jews 
is an integral part of repentance and 
improvement.

Might you consider a similar 
tiqqun as medicine for whatever preju-
dices you have that make you ashamed 
of yourself? What can you do to help 
heal yourself?
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.

 Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond

Send an email to amypadilla@jfedlcc.org 

GET THE LATEST INFORMATION ON 
UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS, 
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES,  
BREAKING NEWS, 
UPDATES FROM ISRAEL & MORE. 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Sign up for e-blasts! 

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org



  2525  L' CHAY IM MAY 2022L' CHAY IM MAY 2022  
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesCOMMUNITY DIRECTORYCOMMUNITY DIRECTORY

SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
REFORM 

 

7210 Falcon Crest Drive               
Fort Myers, FL  33908 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner  
each Friday at 6:00 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship is at 1068 Metro  
Parkway every Friday at 7:00 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with  
the rabbi every Saturday morning  
from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 773-251-8862 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W. 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study:  
Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School:  
Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00 -7:00 p.m. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

PO Box 61346 
Fort Myers, FL 33906          
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail:  info@templebethel.com  
Learning Tree Preschool Director:  
Jesyca Virnig    
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com                        
President: Reina Schlager                                    
Email: reinaschlager@aol.com                                 
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235               
Web site: www.templebethel.com                          
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;  
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai 
Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &  
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday   
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Enrichment night every Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom 
 

Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.Jewishfederationlcc.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

P.O. Box 722, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Leonard E. Minsky, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
Speakers series - 11:00 a.m. Thursday 

The power of words
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Chabad at FGCU update
By Rabbi Mendel Gordon

Shternie and Carley having Purim fun on campus

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
That’s a wrap. In an instant, kids were 
everywhere, and now everyone is leav-
ing for the summer. I guess that is what 
happens when you are too busy having 
fun – the end sneaks up on you.

Temple Judea Religious School 
has had an exciting spring. After Tu 
B’shvat, we shared in Purim fun with 
our friends at Temple Beth El, and then 
read the Megillah with the Temple Ju-
dea congregation. Then we had to sell 
all our hamantaschen because Pesach 
was just around the corner. For Pass-
over we held our own “Escape from 
Egypt” to make the connection be-
tween Passover and Shavuot. Is anyone 
up for seconds of Matzah Pizza? 

I’d like to give a few special Thank 
Yous as we wrap up this spring. I really 
need to thank our parents, who made 
our family programming so much 
better. This is why we do it. To our 
teachers, there aren’t enough thanks. 

You make the magic hap-
pen. To our kiddos, you 
have all been awesome 
this year, trying new 

things, working with each other, shar-
ing (ideas, not germs) and having fun 
while learning. To the Israeli dancing 
group, who showed patience beyond 
measure, teaching our students a mul-
titude of Israeli dances, I owe you all. 
To the Temple Judea congregation: the 
congregational support of our school 
is tremendous as always, and none of 
what we do would be possible without 
that support. Thank you all. 

Our final Tot Shabbat program of 
the spring will be held on Friday, May 
13 at 5:00 p.m. Please join us for our 
Tot Shabbat Trifecta: music, stories 
and crafts. 

We are already accepting enroll-
ment registrations for Religious School 
in the fall, since we know that back-
to-school season can be a little hectic. 
For more information about this, our 
Tot Shabbat, Religious School or oth-
er programming, please contact me 
at 239.433.0201 or tjswfledu@gmail.
com.

TEMPLE BETH EL SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Beth El Religious School
Alyssa Raab
In April we kicked Religious School 
back off after Spring Break. The young-
est class (PK - 1st grade) learned about 
the story of Passover and made pillow-
cases they could use on the pillows that 
support us while reclining during the 
Seder. The students in grades 2-4 stud-
ied Shalom Bayit (a peaceful home) 
and explored different ways to greet 
each other. They also worked on the 
Mah Tovu prayer. Students in grades 
5-6 continued their Hebrew and Jewish 
History studies with Moreh Steven. 

On the second Sun-
day in April we had an 
early Passover celebra-
tion in the form of a 

Chocolate Seder! The students also re-
viewed the Four Questions in a short-
ened class (due to the Seder). On April 
23 we had Havdalah Movie Night, a 
service led by Rabbi Nicole Luna fol-
lowed by a movie in the Dubin Center. 

We are looking forward to a Com-
munity Shabbat Dinner (a fundraiser 
for the Religious School) on Friday, 
May 13. Our end-of-year Religious 
School celebration will take place at 
Lakes Park on Sunday, May 22. It’s 
hard to believe that the year has passed 
so quickly. We hope everyone has a 
safe and fun summer!

Purim started with an exciting 
evening celebration in costumes 
with the Megillah reading, danc-

ing and lots of fun. On Purim day, 
students joining a second Purim cele-
bration with a jungle-themed sit-down 
dinner bringing the spirit up to new 
heights. 

Rabbi Sholom Wechtor joined us 
for Purim to ensure that we would also 
be able to have Megillah readings and 
celebrations for the local seniors the 
students visit on a regular basis. 

The week after Purim, we had  

Parents Shabbat with many of the stu-
dents’ parents joining us for the Shab-
bat experience. It was so nice to see 
so many parents coming from the east 
coast to celebrate Shabbat with us. 
FGCU a source of Torah
Always looking to bring Jewish life 
at FGCU to new heights, we recently 
printed the Tanya, a base book of Jew-
ish and Chasidic philosophy, on cam-
pus. This helped make FGCU not just a 
place where Judaism is celebrated, but 
a source from where Torah can spread 
to other places. 

The Tanya, written by Rabbi 
Shneur Zalman of Liadi, was first 
printed in 1798 in Russia and fast be-
came a comment book in many Jewish 
homes and an inspiration to thousands. 
It has since been reprinted all over the 
world, making it the Jewish book with 
the most printings in the world. FGCU 
was print number 7,874.

Copies of the Tanya are being giv-
en to every Jewish student at FGCU to 
be the start for their personal Jewish 
libraries.

We would like to thank Shmuel 

Forshner, who helped arrange and 
sponsor the printing.

A big mazal tov to our seniors who 
are graduating in May. We wish them 
well in all their future endeavors.

Chabad at FGCU caters to all 
Jewish students at FGCU and other 
local collages. For more information 
regarding student programing or to 
connect a student, please contact me at 
347.452.0489 or rabbi@chabadfgcu.
com.

Joseph Horowitz 
Israel Travel Grant 

available through the  
Community Foundation 

of the Jewish Federation  
of Lee and Charlotte Counties..    

 

is proud to offer the SStteevvaann  &&  MMaarriillyynn  SSiimmoonn  FFaammiillyy  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp.  

 
 
 

This scholarship is open to those at least high school age who 
demonstrate leadership qualities and will be participating in a      
2-week or longer program in Israel.  

 

A short essay is required.  
 
 
 

For more information, and to access the application, visit the    
TOP Jewish Foundation website at topjewishfoundation.org  

For more information   
visit jewishfederationlcc.org 

Keith Goldberg excited to get an FGCU Tanya

At the Hamentash Bake-Off are Jeffery Schour, Preston Cohen and Emily Glick
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You make the magic hap-
pen. To our kiddos, you 
have all been awesome 
this year, trying new 

things, working with each other, shar-
ing (ideas, not germs) and having fun 
while learning. To the Israeli dancing 
group, who showed patience beyond 
measure, teaching our students a mul-
titude of Israeli dances, I owe you all. 
To the Temple Judea congregation: the 
congregational support of our school 
is tremendous as always, and none of 
what we do would be possible without 
that support. Thank you all. 

Our final Tot Shabbat program of 
the spring will be held on Friday, May 
13 at 5:00 p.m. Please join us for our 
Tot Shabbat Trifecta: music, stories 
and crafts. 

We are already accepting enroll-
ment registrations for Religious School 
in the fall, since we know that back-
to-school season can be a little hectic. 
For more information about this, our 
Tot Shabbat, Religious School or oth-
er programming, please contact me 
at 239.433.0201 or tjswfledu@gmail.
com.

On the second Sun-
day in April we had an 
early Passover celebra-
tion in the form of a 

Chocolate Seder! The students also re-
viewed the Four Questions in a short-
ened class (due to the Seder). On April 
23 we had Havdalah Movie Night, a 
service led by Rabbi Nicole Luna fol-
lowed by a movie in the Dubin Center. 

We are looking forward to a Com-
munity Shabbat Dinner (a fundraiser 
for the Religious School) on Friday, 
May 13. Our end-of-year Religious 
School celebration will take place at 
Lakes Park on Sunday, May 22. It’s 
hard to believe that the year has passed 
so quickly. We hope everyone has a 
safe and fun summer!

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
May     6:   7:45
May  13:   7:49
May  20:   7:52
May  27:   7:56

The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

High School Students:  
Earn CAS Credits!

PPJJ  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  RRAADDIIOO  LLIIVVEE!!  
 

Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids       
music — anytime, anywhere.    

Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online  
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs 

from hundreds of artists across the globe. 
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks       

for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime. 
 

• Listen to the music online 

• Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play       
or Tune In Radio  
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DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! 
 

SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in  

Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

 

More information,     
contact Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

Keith Goldberg excited to get an FGCU Tanya
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CHAVURAT SHALOM
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

ORGANIZATIONSORGANIZAT IONS

Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold
and Marcia Rudin
Chavurat Shalom was founded at the 
same time that Covid and Zoom en-
tered our vocabulary. Thus, Chavurat 
Shalom members have been able to 
provide an accessible and meaningful 
way to safely experience services and 
education. For the summer months of 
2022, when many members are else-
where and focused on their primary 
abodes or traveling, Chavurat Shalom 
will follow snowbird guidance. There 
will be a Friday Shabbat service every 
week, but the Thursday Speakers Se-
ries and Saturday Current Events will 
be paused until the autumn. There will 
be programing for the High Holy Days.

Despite the very recent loss of our 
first Chavurat Shalom president, Leon-
ard Minsky, the decision was made to 
celebrate Purim with its primary mes-
sage of the Jews prevailing against an 

enemy. The Purim par-
ty and Purim shpiel in 
March were great fun. 
The weather was perfect 
for the outdoor gathering. 

The script and direction by Jo Ann and 
Stan Katz were ideal for the volun-
teers. Everyone joined in the singing. 
The cast was: Harriet Edwards as the 
storyteller; Rabbi Jim Rudin as King 
A; John Voorhees as Haman (boo); 
Myra Klahr as Esther; and Barry Ful-
mer as Mordecai. The official sing-
ing Chavurettes were: Marcia Rudin,  
Barbara Epstein, Karen Bach and Jo 
Ann Katz. The delicious hamentashen 
were direct from Brooklyn.

A special Chavurat Shalom project 
is the collection of donations by our 
Tzedakah Committee. Last year, the 
committee members voted to donate 
these funds to non-profit organiza-
tions aligned with the demands of the 
Covid pandemic. This year, the focus 
for distribution of funds is the well-be-
ing of women and children in our local 
community of Fort Myers, our national 
community and in Israel. Most of the 

outpouring of donations in memory of 
Leonard Minsky have been designat-
ed for tzedakah. The annual tzedakah 
appeal results will be enhanced by 
those donations in memory of Leon-
ard. Chavurat Shalom will be able to 
make meaningful contributions to or-
ganizations selected by the Tzedakah 
Committee.

Passover is a customary dividing 
line between those snowbirds who go 
north to be with family for the Seder(s) 
and those who decide to have family 
come to them and to enjoy the warm 
weather a bit longer. As a consequence, 
Chavurat Shalom opted to provide a 
Zoom Seder on the second night, Sat-
urday, April 16. Kathy Zoss crafted a 
Haggadah suitable for a Zoom Seder 
and participation by all those linking 
in. Everyone held up their matzo and 
gladly drank the wine together. It was a 
way to recreate the exodus from Egypt, 
a seminal event about which we are 
constantly reminded, even though we 
were in separate homes.

The other important news to share 
is the outcome of the March annual 

meeting for Chavurat Shalom at which 
a new board of officers and directors 
was approved. For 2022, the board is 
composed of President Cheryl Fulmer, 
1st Vice-President Ellen Feingold, 2nd 
Vice-President Kathy Zoss, Secretary 
Irene Skolnick, Treasurer Barry Roth 
and Directors Marcia Rudin, Evelyn 
Clark, Esta Berger and Don Bachman. 
Best wishes for a productive year!

Shabbat services take place every 
Friday evening starting at 7:30 p.m., 
welcoming everyone from all religious 
traditions to participate. Join us via 
Zoom by sending an email to chavurat 
shalom@gmail.com to secure the link.

Chavurat Shalom is a welcoming 
community committed to the study and 
celebration of our Jewish cultural heri-
tage and religious traditions. Come and 
join us and be with friends. Visit the 
up-to-date website at www.chavurat 
shalomofsouthwestflorida.org for the 
current schedule or send an email to 
the address above for information and 
Zoom links to programs.

HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011
Joyce Toub
In my bereavement group the other 
day, I couldn’t help but wonder how 
we all dealt with the sadness of losing 
our spouses and how united we were 
in feeling and understanding what each 
of us had gone through. Most of us 

had an incredible support 
system in a country that 
wasn’t war torn. We had, 
and have, our homes, all 
material possessions and, 
most of all, each other. 

Yes, America certainly has its issues, 
but when I think of Ukraine and all that 
is happening there and what people 
went through during WWII and other 
war-torn countries that were destroyed, 
I just can’t imagine. 

Hadassah is in a strange situation 
of not being able to “blow its own 
horn,” but I need you to know how 
courageous and meaningful Hadassah 
has been on the Ukrainian-Polish bor-
der. For weeks the world has watched 
devastating events continue to unfold 
in this crisis. Hadassah teams from 
HMO were the first responders to go 
in and assist with medical attention. 
They set up emergency hospital units 
in Przemysl, Poland, and got doctors to 
come in on a rotating basis to help treat 
thousands of refugees who are trauma-
tized by bombings and facing many 
other challenges. 

Plans constantly change and Ha-
dassah teams must choose where the 
neediest are. First, they help those suf-
fering from hypothermia and frostbite, 
a result of waiting hours to cross the 
border. Hadassah doctors are teaching 
other doctors and students in Lublin, 
Poland, how to care for the wounded. 
And they are transporting patients who 
need special treatment, for example, 
cancer patients, to Israel. 

In Hadassah’s Meir Shfeya Youth 
Aliyah Village, workers are helping 
teenage refugees, many without par-
ents. Their stress is a complex prob-
lem. Hadassah is trying to make these 
young people feel safe and meet their 
basic needs, while helping them get 
through their recent upheaval.

The first wave of refugees to come 

through were not as needy as those 
coming through in recent days. The 
current group has had to protect them-
selves from bombings, fleeing from 
place to place before finding refuge. 
They need basic support to build a new 
life; their lives were destroyed. We are 
not talking about a few hundred, but 
millions who need to re-organize their 
lives and need healing. I can’t help but 
wonder how all these people who have 
run from terror and the only homes 
they have ever known are going to re-
gain their foothold. I am so proud of 
what Hadassah has done and continues 
to accomplish. 

Closer to home, I’d like to tell you 
about some of our Collier/Lee Hadas-
sah successes. Last month, we salut-
ed four local “Inspiring Women” in a 
Zoom webinar and participated in two 
Hadassah Shabbats. See the photo be-
low of some Hadassah members and 
Hadassah associates (males) on the 
Temple Shalom bimah on Friday night, 
March 18. 

We’ve just started our next “Ex-
panding Horizons III” series, which 
continues through November 7. We’ve 
planned our first in-person meeting 
since February 2020. It was thrilling to 
plan and will be even more thrilling to 
attend.

Please continue to look at our eb-
lasts and Hadassah Happenings, and 
join us for our upcoming activities! 

Hadassah members and associates on the Temple Shalom bimah  
for Hadassah Shabbat on Friday night, March 18
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Hadassah members and associates on the Temple Shalom bimah  
for Hadassah Shabbat on Friday night, March 18

At the installation of officers at the Department of Florida meeting are: JWV National Commander Alan 
Paley, Jr. Vice Commander Isaac Osin, Commander Harvey Charter, Sr. Vice Commander Robert Ruberto, 

Jr. Vice Commander Herb Lutsky and Department of Florida Commander Larry Jasper

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
May is Jewish American 
Heritage Month
Marina Berkovich
Historical relevance and context play 
major roles in times of peace and a 
much more significant one in times of 
crises. As we are coping with increased 
antisemitism in the U.S. and, once 
again, an escalation of terrorism in Is-
rael, I search for explanations of seem-
ingly disjointed events taking place 
far away from one another, because I 
believe that everything is contextually 
connected. The universe and our Jew-
ish teachings send us periodic verifica-
tions of this.

It is imperative to not rush to judg-
ment. Or so we hear every time there is 
a report of shootings. Yet, we all rush to 
whatever the judgment our own moral 
framework serves up. We lost the abil-
ity to not judge. We possess different 
degrees of curiosity, knowledge, infor-
mation and the ability to store, process 

and extract it. Our logi-
cal interpolation yields 
different results because 
each of us have different 
logic that, coupled with 

our emotional ranges, brings us to dif-
ferent conclusions or predictions of the 
outcomes. How can you judge anyone, 
anything, without the full and proper 
context?

After time passes, we dust off and 
hope to preserve intact, the look and 
feel of any era that was as recent as 
WWII or the Civil War. How possible 
is it to encompass everything about 
the historical context of the individ-
ual sharing their journey? A person 
places his interpretation of events he 
witnessed, participated in or is hearing 
about through the prism his own mind’s 
limitations. The level of our education 
varies and so do our specialized inter-
ests. Many historically important facts 
scoot by unnoticed in the general chaos 
of our escalating information overload. 
We are literally bombarded by facts, 
figures, stats, names, titles and such. 
Everything becomes a little bit less crit-
ical in this historical whirlwind. Some-

where in our universe our next Jules 
Verne is penning Around the World 
in One Hour, and Elon Musk already 
gladly purchased the first 10,000 books 
to make it a 2022 bestseller. How rel-
evant to this cacophonic bombardment 
is SWFL Jewish history, is not for us 
to decide. That will be decided by the 
future generations of people who will 
carry forward our mission or allow it 
to disintegrate with newer and more 
immediately rewarding layers of facts 
and excitement under our very noses, 
or maybe, over our dead bodies.

Recent world events will impact 
every Jew everywhere in ways we are 
not yet able to ascertain. In the early 
1950s, Stalin exterminated USSR Jews 
and labeled them “rootless cosmop-
olites” whilst not acknowledging the 
factual genocide of Jews, now known 
as the Shoah, the Holocaust. Shameless 
revisionists are always busy writing 
the truth out of history, like what just 
happened to notable, prolific Ukrainian 
filmmaker Sergei Loznitsa. His most 
recent film, Babi Yar. Context, presents 
the inconvenient to Ukraine truth about 
Kiev’s most famous massacre. He was 

expelled from the Ukrainian Film 
Academy, like in Stalin’s cosmopo-
lites purges, for his artistic collabora-
tions with Russians. A huge majority 
of American Jews hail from Ukraine. 
We will be presenting History of Jews 
in Ukraine in May and June. Check 
our website for dates, times and to  
register.

We need your help in carrying out 
the mission of historical preservation 
and education. You can start helping by 
joining or renewing: Family Member-
ship $54, Individual Membership $36, 
Student Membership $18, Corporate 
Sponsor $300. Please join us online 
by entering the appropriate amount or 
mail your check to:
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

JEWISH WAR VETERANS
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400

(239) 246-3151
Eryka Aptaker
We’ve had much to be proud of and 
much to share. While we are a veter-
ans organization and try to convey the 
importance of supporting our veter-
ans, it is time to show the side of us 
which proves that we enjoy time spent 

with each other outside 
of meetings and veteran 
functions. 

On the evening of 
February 16, we gathered 

as a group to see an Everblades game. 
We sat in the veterans skybox, were 
visited by the cheerleaders and, speak-
ing for myself, I think I had a small 
crush on Swampee, the team’s mascot. 
A very fun time was had by all! 

Another group outing on the eve-
ning of March 19 had us gather for 
dinner at Saigon Paris Bistro. With a 
group of 26 people, we took up the en-
tire back room. There was wonderful 
food and a lot of great conversation. 
It’s heartwarming that we like to spend 
time together, as a group and as a sec-
ond family. 

Just a reminder that on Sunday, 
May 15, Israelfest will take place at Al-
liance for the Arts in Fort Myers. (See 
the back page of this issue for more 
information.) The Jewish War Veter-
ans will have a booth. Please be sure to 
stop by and chat with us.

At our March 27 meeting, we had a 

wonderful guest speaker. Rabbi James 
Rudin, a prominent author and pub-
lic speaker, is an international leader 
in interreligious relations. He was a 
member of the American Jewish Com-
mittee’s professional staff for 32 years, 
where he served as the organization’s 
Interreligious Affairs Director. Rabbi 
Rudin is currently the AJC’s Senior 
Interreligious Adviser. He is extremely 
knowledgeable about Ukraine, having 
been there multiple times. He served 
in the U.S. military from 1960-1962. 
His home base was Itazuki Air Force. 
Rabbi Rudin gave us a wonderful edu-
cational talk on the current happenings 
in Ukraine. There is still a significant 
Jewish community in Ukraine, and 
we are all praying for their safety and 
peace. 

Much to his chagrin, Commander 
Harvey Charter will remain as our 
Commander. We’re very blessed to 
have him. On April 10, our quarterly 
Department of Florida meeting took 
place. While there, JWV National 
Commander Alan Paley and Depart-
ment of Florida Commander Larry Jas-
per installed our elected officers. 

We ask that you consider joining 

this amazing and dedicated group. 
In May, we will not have our regular 
breakfast meeting. We will be paying a 
visit to the Holocaust Museum in Na-
ples. To become a member or if you 
have questions, please contact Com-
mander Harvey Charter at hbcharter@
aol.com or 239.246.3151. 

The Jewish War Veterans, founded 
in 1896, is the oldest continuing vet-
erans organization in America. We are 
challenged in the pursuit of new mem-
bers to keep our organization alive. 
With the loss of many of our WWII 
veterans, we are striving to have mem-
bers of our younger generation(s) join 
and show support to the JWV. We have 
a Patron membership for non-veterans. 
If your family members were veterans, 
think about honoring them by joining 
the JWV Post 400. I joined in honor-
ing the memory of my father, a Korean 
War veteran. It was the best decision I 
have ever made. This group has been 
a blessing in my life and some of the 
members have become like family 
to me. You would be a part of a very 
dedicated, committed and welcoming 
group of individuals. We hope to see 
you at our future meetings!

At the Florida Everblades game

Eryka Aptaker with Swampee

Read the current and previous editions of L’CHAYIM online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

This month, Temple Beth El will cel-
ebrate our ability to gather together in 
person, worship and meet old friends 
and new, in our beautiful, sacred tem-
ple space. We warmly invite congre-
gation and community members to 
participate in the many resources and 
events that Temple Beth El has to offer 
in May.

We all know that food pantries are 
in need. Can you be the change that 
helps Southwest Florida families? Par-
ticipate in the monthly Drive In Drop 
Off on May 3 between 10:00 and 11:00 
a.m. in front of the temple. Donations 
are also accepted at the temple office. 
Particularly needed are canned tuna, 
peanut butter, soup, cereal, feminine 
products, gas cards and, of course, do-
nations.

Temple Beth El is excited to pres-

ent a special event on 
May 5, highlighting the 
many aspects of the re-
markable country that is 
Israel. The movie Isra-
el Inside: How a Small 
Nation Makes a Big Dif-

ference is hosted by former Harvard 
lecturer and now faculty at the Interdis-
ciplinary Center in Herzliya, Israel, Dr. 
Tal Ben Shahar. He examines the core 
character strengths that have enabled 
Israelis to turn a barren desert into a 
flourishing nation. Come in person to 
enjoy Israeli snacks and decorations at 
6:30 p.m., followed by the movie and 
presentation at 7:00 p.m. Zoom is also 
available. This event is sponsored by 
the Israel Committee, Sisterhood and 
Men’s Club. 

Calling all babies, toddlers, pre-
schoolers and their siblings! Tot 
Shabbat brings young Jewish families 
together at a kid-friendly service to 
welcome in Shabbat with fun, music 
and song with Rabbi Nicole Luna. It 
will be preceded by a pizza dinner for 
the youngsters. Mark your calendar for 

May 6 at 6:00 p.m. Call Rabbi Luna at 
239.433.0018 for more information. 
Congregation members and communi-
ty members are all welcome. 

Cantor Beth Schlossberg joins us 
on May 6 and 27. Everyone is warmly 
welcomed, in person or on Zoom, ev-
ery Friday evening to bring in Shabbat.

A unique opportunity will be of-
fered on May 12. To raise awareness of 
the nature and benefits of cognitive be-
havioral therapy, a special Zoom event 
will be presented by congregant Paul 
Kling. 

Shabbat Together allows Religious 
School students to participate in the 
service. Come on May 13 starting at 
5:30 p.m., with Shabbat service at 6:30 
p.m., and help us honor our amazing 
Religious School teachers. 

The Israel Committee has big 
plans for the month of May. The sig-
nature event will be the TBE table at 
the Federation’s Israelfest on May 15, 
which promises to be one of the best 
ever! There will be activities, informa-
tional literature and free gifts. In addi-
tion, Israel Committee’s popular lec-

ture series, “The History and Heritage 
of Our People,” continues on May 17. 
Last month’s lecture featured the topic 
of “The Dreyfus Affair and its After-
math.” Come for the learning and join 
in the lively discussion following.

Let’s remember those who have 
served on this Memorial Day. Join us 
in prayer and remembrance at a Me-
morial Day Service with Rabbi Nicole 
Luna and the Jewish War Veterans Post 
#400. Gather on Sunday, May 29 at 
10:00 a.m. at the Temple Beth El Gar-
den of Memories, 3200 Michigan Ave-
nue, Fort Myers. For more information, 
email parkintbe@gmail.com. 

Finally, the happiest of news: 
Zachary Shuster will become a Bar 
Mitzvah on June 4. An early Mazel Tov 
to Zachary and his family!

To learn more about Temple Beth 
El and our special events, Shabbat 
services and recurring programs, visit 
templebethel.com. Follow us on Face-
book @TempleBethElofFortMyers and 
on Instagram @templebethelfortmyers 
for updates, information and more de-
tails about our community experiences.

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Our ancient invitation to the Seder de-
clares: “Let all who are hungry come 
and eat, all who are in need come to 
make pesah.” We are grateful to those 
who enable us to offer free Passover 
Seder suppers to all want to partici-
pate: honorable menshcen like Kim 
and Baron Cohen of Cohen & Cohen 
Catering who donate the lavish meals; 
Jerry Friedman, who crafts the artisan 
horseradish sauce; Publix, for cover-
ing much of the cost of the gefilte fish 
and matzah; and the rabbi who bakes 
the traditional matsot for each table  

used to open the meal.
While the synagogue 

never solicits and engages 
in any kind of fundraising, 
scores of households have 
sent in generous Passover 
contributions without be-

ing asked to “pay it forward.” 
As the traditional prayer for those 

who faithfully provide for the needs of 
the community states: “May the qa-
dosh barukh hoo reward them, remove 
all sickness from them, heal their bod-
ies, forgive their sins and send blessing 
and success to all their undertakings...” 
(haqadosh barukh hoo yishalem skha-
ram, yasir myhem kol mahalah vyir-
pha’ lkhol goopham vyislah lkhol ‘avo-
nam, vyshilakh brakhah vhaslahah 
lkhol ma’asay ydayhem…) The prayer 
is offered after Sabbath and Festival 

Torah readings as one of the communal 
me shbayrakh benedictions.

Coming to Israelfest on Sunday af-
ternoon, May 15? If you are, be sure 
to visit our area where you will find an 
Empire Photo Booth and can be pho-
tographed “virtually” at one of Israel’s 
famous landmarks of your own choos-
ing. Tell your friends that you visited 
the Kotel, Masada or Tel Aviv for the 
afternoon! The booth and staffing are 
made possible through the generosity of 
Max Weinberg, a.k.a Mark Diamond, 
owner  of Black Tie Entertainment and 
Southwest Florida’s premiere simhah 
DJ.

Best of successes to the Federa-
tion’s newest executive director, Deb-
bie Sanford. While there will never be 
another Alan Isaacs, who brought the 
Federation to where it is today, Deb-
bie’s palpable energy, enthusiasm and 
positivity bode well for the organiza-
tion!

Weekly C.F.S. Friday evening din-
ners begin at 6:00 p.m. They are free 

and open to all, but please consider 
bringing a dish, salad, dessert or bottle 
of wine. No dairy dishes please! Wor-
ship begins at 7:00 p.m., followed by a 
social hour.

Each Sabbath morning at 9:30 a.m., 
breakfast and Torah Study are at the 
rabbi’s home in Forest Country Club. 
The study is also on Zoom and is easily 
accessed at www.fortmyerssynagogue.
com. All are welcome. The guard at the 
gate will give you directions.

Tuesday evening Adult Education 
continues at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom only. 
To get your weekly reading assign-
ments, email synfree@comcast.net.

Now in its 17th year and with the 
continued guidance of Rabbi Bruce 
Diamond, the Community Free Syna-
gogue meets at the S.W. Masonic Cen-
ter, 10868 Metro Parkway, Fort Myers. 
It is a Jewish community open resource 
without formal membership require-
ments whose activities are open to all 
for free and without financial solicita-
tions.

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

Shalom Life Center is Southwest Flor-
ida’s warm and welcoming home for 
contemporary Jewish life with a pas-
sionate commitment to community 
and spiritual growth where everyone 
is always welcome to be a part of our 
amazing SLC family!

Shabbat evening services are held 
every Friday at 7:30 p.m. both in per-
son and on Livestream. SLC welcomes 
everyone to experience joyful, mean-
ingful and inspiring services, special 
events, activities and more all year long. 

Every Saturday morning at 10:00 
a.m., SLC offers an interactive and 
participatory Torah study led by Rab-
bi Lawrence Dermer with a focus on 
the relevance of our timeless traditions 

and bringing the ancient 
wisdom of Torah into our 
daily lives. 

SLC offers individ-
ualized Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
preparation, Torah and 
Kabbalah study, Wom-

en’s Circle, Men’s Club, Book Club, 
The Shalom Shmoozers Social Club, 
Yiddish Culture Club, special events, 
concerts, dinners and so much more. If 
you’d like to learn more, please send us 
an email or give us a call.

SLC also offers many other oppor-
tunities to enhance your Jewish life and 
learning and further your involvement 
in community service while making 
friends in a warm and welcoming com-
munity. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where community is fami-
ly and prayer is always inspirational, 
meaningful and musical. For more in-
formation, visit www.shalomlifecenter.
org.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

         

Don’t forget to contact us with your change  
of address to continue receiving L’CHAYIM. 

 
 
 

Send address changes to 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org 

 
 

      Safe Travels 

Heading North 
 

for the Season? 
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TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

We congratulate our Director of Con-
gregational Learning, Tab Scribner, 
on earning her Master’s in Jewish Ed-
ucation from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary (JTS). On May 19, Tab will 
participate in a commencement cere-
mony at JTS in New York. Rabbi Marc 
Sack and other friends will be in atten-
dance to watch this special event. Tab’s 
knowledge and accomplishments con-
tinue to enrich our congregation.

Tab is currently busy with activities 
to end this school year, while already 
planning for the 2022-23 year. She 
will be leading Tot Shabbat services 
on Friday, May 13 at 5:00 p.m. with an 
interactive program of music, stories 

and crafts. Tot Shabbat is 
open to all families in our 
community. Call Tab at 
the synagogue office for 
more information.

Rabbi Sack will be-
gin another Introduction 

to Judaism class on Monday, April 
25. There is still time to register for 
the class at the beginning of May. The 
class is a must for anyone interested in 
conversion to Judaism but is open to all 
who have an interest in learning. 

The next monthly lunchtime Torah 
study class, taught by Rabbi Sack, will 
be on Thursday, May 5. The class is 
held the first Thursday of each month 
at noon on Zoom. There is no cost to 
attend, and all levels of Jewish back-
ground are welcome. 

Call Rabbi Sack at the synagogue 
office for more information about ei-
ther of the two classes.

Chaverot events through the month 

of May includes another book swap 
and lunchtime meet-up. On Tuesday 
evening, May 24 at 7:00 p.m., the book 
The Wick and the Flame by Hilari T. 
Cohen will be discussed. The book is 
about the adventure and romance of 
young Israeli pioneers and fighters as 
they work to establish the state of Isra-
el. RSVP to Leni Sack.

Temple Judea continues to accept 
food donations for The Cadkin Foun-
dation Food Pantry and menstrual 
products for Cycle Forward, a program 
that distributes the products to women 
in need. There is a barrel near the front 
door of the shul for cans and boxes of 
food, and a basket in the lobby for do-
nations to Cycle Forward.

There are also collection envelopes 
near the front door for contactless mon-
etary or gift card contributions. Contri-
butions can also be mailed. Please call 
the synagogue office to ensure your 
contribution has been received.

Temple Judea is again conducting 
in-person services, with a Zoom option 
still available. Programs and events will 
also be held inside. Currently, wearing 
a mask in the synagogue is optional, 
and is open to change if CDC guide-
lines and recommendations change.
Regularly scheduled events:

• Friday evening Shabbat services at 
6:30 p.m.

• Saturday morning Shabbat ser-
vices at 9:30 a.m. Kiddush lunches 
after services twice monthly.

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m. We’d love to see you in 
person; services also available on 
Zoom.

• Tot Shabbat: Check with the syna-
gogue for summer dates. 

• Rabbi Sack’s lunchtime Torah 
study sessions, the first Thursday 
of each month at noon on Zoom.

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

After a community Zoom Seder in 
2020 and no community Seder at all 
in 2021, Temple Beth Shalom got back 
in the swing with a catered in-person 
Seder led by Cantor Beth Schlossberg. 
Although the joy of celebrating togeth-
er again made for an especially mean-
ingful holiday, at the same time, the 
tragedy unfolding in Ukraine reminded 

us that freedom is a con-
stant struggle that should 
not be taken for granted.

Looking forward, 
there are all kinds of ac-
tivity going on at Temple 
Beth Shalom. The TBS 

Book Club meets the third Thursday 
of every month in Jaycees Park in 
Cape Coral. The book for May is The 
Last Kings of Shanghai by Jonathan 
Kaufman. The Photography Club had 
a great time at the Peace River Gardens 
in April and is considering going to 
Marie Selby Gardens in Sarasota next. 
Sign up for our weekly email commu-

nications to get the details on the Pho-
tography Club outings, Saturday Mov-
ies and Wednesday Documentaries.

Sadly, our seasonal members are 
heading back to points north, including 
our Lay Leader and his wife, Marc & 
Marlene Einstein. We will miss them. 
It will be hard to fill Marc’s shoes, but 
Friday night services will go on with 
a combination of guest cantors, speak-
ers and our TBS trio of singers. We 
also plan on starting a series of Friday 
night Shabbat dinners and some Adult 
Education Programs on such topics 
as Three Female Justices: Ruth Bad-
er Ginsburg, Sonia Sotomayor, Elena  

Kagan, as well as Julia Child and  
Rachael Ray.

In June, we are looking forward to 
the Bar Mitzvah of Ryan Brucker, who 
has been working very hard with Rabbi 
Emeritus Devy Buchen. It will be the 
first Bar Mitzvah we have celebrated 
since before the pandemic.

For more details on any of our 
programs or to subscribe to our week-
ly communications, send an email to 
templebethshalomcommunications@
gmail.com or call 239.772.4555 and 
someone will be sure to call you back. 
Guests are always welcome at any of 
our activities.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

Rabbi Stephen Fuchs’ latest book was 
launched in early April. It is a compi-
lation of essays chronicling events that 
shaped his life and his views. Read-

ing his words 
makes you feel 
as though he is 
speaking direct-
ly to you. Rab-
bi Fuchs has a 
unique style that 
sends his mes-
sages straight to 
your mind and 
your heart. Su-

san Shuman, the compiler of the book 
and a member of Rabbi Fuchs’ for-
mer pulpit in West Hartford, remem-
bers how, during a class, he could 
hold a group mesmerized for two to 
three hours. She is quoted as adding, 
“What’s even more impressive is that 
he possesses that rare talent of writing 
every bit as eloquently as he speaks.” 

Members and friends are invited 
to purchase one or more copies. Email 
BatYamSanibel@gmail.com to order 
and pay whatever you can afford. Rab-
bi Fuchs has graciously offered to do-
nate all proceeds back to Bat Yam.
Dedication of portable ark
Bat Yam members and visitors started 

off April with the oppor-
tunity to attend a very 
special Shabbat service. 
Peter and Jocelyn Saltz 
had arranged to have a 
portable ark designed for 
use in the main sanctuary 

during winter months when our Shab-
bat attendance was too large to be ac-
commodated in Fellowship Hall. Due 
to Covid restrictions, we did not use 
the sanctuary, and we decided to for-
mally dedicate the ark at this service. 
We were happy to honor Ken Casella, 
who designed and donated the beau-
tiful stained glass insert. To celebrate 
the success of our recent fundraising 

campaign, those who attended the ser-
vice were treated to a gorgeous and 
delicious Oneg generously hosted by 
the Peter & Jocelyn Saltz and Elissa 
& Michael Samet. Another reason to 
celebrate was the 95th birthday of one 
of our founders, Mel Bleiberg. Mel 
was the first president of Bat Yam and 
is still an active member of our board. 
Warmest greetings to Mel from the en-
tire congregation.
Food and paper drive
Bat Yam and the Sanibel UCC contin-
ue to work together on joint projects. 
We run the Food Drop-Off program on 
the first Thursday of each month from 
9:00 to 11:00 a.m. If you would like to 

participate, simply drive by the church, 
and volunteers will take your bags and/
or cartons from your car, which will 
then be distributed to F.I.S.H. and the 
Gladiolus Food Pantry. Non-perishable 
items and paper goods are welcome 
and appreciated.
Schedule of services
Led by Rabbi Stephen Fuchs and Can-
tor Murray Simon, our season’s ser-
vices continued through the end of 
April. 

From May to September, services 
will be led by volunteers on the sec-
ond Friday of each month (May 13, 
June 10, July 8, August 12, September 
9). We invite you to volunteer for one 
of these dates. You are free to decide 
whatever style service you wish to 
lead, and you can do it alone or with 
others you choose. In past years, we 
have had some innovative evenings, 
and we encourage people to be as cre-
ative as they wish. The leader(s) usu-
ally choose a place to meet for dinner 
where participants can gather at about 
5:00 p.m. with services beginning at 
7:00 p.m. It is a warm and inviting way 
to begin Shabbat. For more informa-
tion or to volunteer for one of the dates 
listed, please email batyamsanibel@
gmail.com. We look forward to your 
participation.

Guests are always welcome to our 
services and programs. For informa-
tion, please send us an email.

Until we see you in person, warm 
wishes for a happy and healthy sum-
mer!Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, Ken Casella and Jocelyn & Peter Saltz with the portable ark
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SSUUNNDDAAYY    MMAAYY  1155    22--55PP..MM. 
Alliance for the Arts 
10091 McGregor Blvd 
Fort Myers, FL  33919 

 Watergen 
 Auro Air 
 EConcrete 
 Elli.Q 

TTEECCHH  TTEENNTT TTHHEE  SSHHUUKK 

FFoorr  sseeccuurriittyy  ppuurrppoosseess,,  wwee  aasskk  tthhaatt  yyoouu  pprree--rreeggiisstteerr  ffoorr    
tthhiiss  eevveenntt  aatt  jjeewwiisshhffeeddeerraattiioonnllcccc..oorrgg//iissrraaeellffeesstt--22002222  

Jerusalem  
Café  

 Taste of Israel by        
      Mana Mana Restaurant 
 Vegan Tropical 
 Kosher Pickles & Olives 
 Limonana  

 Art 
 Jewelry 
 Judaica 
 Authors 
 Henna 
 Face Painting/Tie-Dye 
 Tumblers/t-shirts 
 Soaps & Body Scrub 
 Honey and Elderberries 
 and much more... 
 

CCLLIIMMBB  TTHHEE  2222  FFTT..  RROOCCKK  WWAALLLL 

EVENT SPONSOR 

YYiiddddiisshh  CCoowwbbooyyss  
RRoonn  FFeeiinnggoolldd--MMCC  
IIssrraaeellii  DDaanncciinngg  

KKrraavv  MMaaggaa  
&&  mmoorree……    

  

OONN  TTHHEE  SSTTAAGGEE 

Get your 
FFRREEEE  SSWWAAGG  BBAAGG  

 

      at the Federation Table. 
         Limited to the first  
     250 through the gate. 

STAGE SPONSORS 

Participating Organizations: Community Free Synagogue, Hadassah, Jewish War Veterans, PJ Library, Shalom 
Life Center, Temple Beth El, Temple Beth Shalom, Temple Judea, and more...  

ART SPONSOR 


