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      Brian Simon 

 

V.P. - ADMINISTRATION              Michele Laboda 

CO-V.P. - EDUCATION &                 Sara Krivisky &                                                                                                  
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“Art Beyond Boundaries” exhibit showcased  
at Alliance for the Arts during March
Art Beyond Boundaries” has 

been packed and shipped and 
continues its journey to the 

Federation of Charlotte, North Caro-
lina. During the month of March, our 
Fort Myers community visited the Al-
liance for the Arts to enjoy the exhi-
bition. This is another example of the 
Alliance for the Arts’ continuous col-
laboration with the Federation.

The exhibit started with an open-
ing reception at the Alliance sponsored 
by our Jewish Federation. Krista John-
son, Director of Exhibitions at the Al-
liance for the Arts, estimated that there 
were over 200 guests that Sunday 
evening. The seven Fort Myers artists 
were there to share their personal ex-
periences as participants in the exhibit 
that included collaboration with their 
Israeli partners.

During March, the artists gave 

multiple tours in the gallery. Many 
local Jewish organizations scheduled 
personalized tours. Included were 
Temple Judea’s Hazak, Temple Beth 
El’s Sisterhood, WCA, and the Federa-
tion’s Social Club and Senior Lunch.

There was also a Saturday morn-
ing “Walk and Talk,” and a Saturday 
evening artists’ demonstration for the 
March SOCO (South of Colonial). 

Three school groups came on field 
trips and there were even some private 
tours.

The project was a huge success 
thanks to Juli Bobman, Celeste Borah, 
Carolyn Gora, Janice Heligman, Shir-
ley Litman, Elise Sewall, Gale Sham-
blott and Herb Sklar and the staff of the 
Alliance for the Arts.

“
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Friday, May 5
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Grow your business 
with L’CHAYIM.

Reach 5,000 local 
Jewish residents 

through this paper.
For more information  

or to place an ad, call Jim  
at 239.634.6923  

or send an email to  
JamesLewin@jfedLCC.org.

For a continuously updated calendar of events, 
visit www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

Program notes

n Leni Sack

The community is invited to a screening of a 
documentary entitled There Are Jews Here, 
about four once-thriving American Jewish 

communities, now fighting for survival. 
The story of a synagogue in Latrobe, Pennsylva-

nia, is told by longtime member 
Mickey Radman, who keeps 
the doors open long enough for 
the Bat Mitzvah of the shul’s 
oldest member’s granddaugh-
ter. In Butte, Montana, Nancy 
Oyer tries to maintain her com-
munity while struggling with 
her personal health. In Laredo, 
Texas, a young interfaith cou-
ple is torn between reviving 

their fading community or moving to a thriving one 
in San Antonio that can nurture the spiritual growth 
of their young family. And in an interesting twist, 
there’s the story of a Los Angeles family that takes up 
Dothan, Alabama’s bold offer to provide Jews up to 
$50,000 to relocate to their community.

These four stories were made into a movie by 
producer/director Brad Lichtenstein, who grew up in 
Atlanta. His reason for making this documentary: “I 
didn’t know one million Jews live in small communi-
ties. I discovered a new world in making this film. A 
Jew myself, what I knew was my experience growing 
up in Atlanta and living in New York and Milwaukee 
– large cities where we are free to define ourselves 
Jewishly in any way we wish. But for Jews living in 
small communities, identity is a daily urgent chal-
lenge. If they don’t personally uphold their communi-
ties and live affirmative Jewish lives, they and their 
legacies could fade away forever.”

The documentary will be shown on Thursday, 
May 11 at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Free Syna-
gogue, 10868 Metro Parkway (SW Florida Masonic 
Center) in Fort Myers. The event is co-sponsored by 
CFS and the Jewish Federation. There is no cost to at-
tend and refreshments will be served. Moviegoers are 
encouraged to bring a can or box of food to donate to 
the Federation’s Food Pantry. 

Mark your calendars to attend the Federation’s 
annual meeting on Tuesday, May 9 at 7:00 p.m. The 
new board will be installed and awards will be given 
to community volunteers. It’s a great chance to get to 
know the leadership of the Federation, to hear about 
this past year’s accomplishments, and to learn about 
plans for the coming year. We invite you to join us for 
a delightful evening with delicious refreshments.

Many thanks to the clergy and lay leaders who 
participated in our annual Holocaust Memorial Ser-
vice held on April 23 at Temple Beth El. Special 
thanks to Rafi Ruiz and Randi Kashi for their beauti-
ful and soulful violin and piano duet of the Schindler’s 
List theme. Also, a special thank you to choir director 
Suellen Kipp and the choir that included members of 
the Jewish community and the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Fort Myers. The blending of their voices 
was a very meaningful part of the service. Thanks 
as always to Dr. Paul Bartrop, guest speaker, for his 
knowledgeable and informative talk about music and 
the Holocaust. And of course, thank you to the sur-
vivors who continue to inspire us with their commit-
ment to life and to preserving the memory of those 
who perished during the Shoah.

I look forward to seeing many of you at our up-
coming events.

Lions preview “Jewish pioneers” film
How much is known about local Jewish his-

tory and Jewish life in Fort Myers from the 
1960s until now? As the attendees at the an-

nual Lion of Judah dinner found out, quite a lot is 
known, especially by “Jewish pioneers” Sheila and 
Jerry Laboda. The Labodas were the first Lee County 
residents to be interviewed by Marina Berkovich for 
the series of films she and her husband, Alexander 
Goldstein, are producing entitled “Southwest Florida 
Jewish Pioneers.” The films are personal accounts of 
people who helped establish and expand the Jewish 
presence in Southwest Florida. 

Lions enjoyed a delicious dinner hosted by Fine-
Mark Bank, welcomed new Lion, Ellen Esformes, 

learned a little about the interesting backgrounds of 
the filmmakers, and delighted in the wonderful stories 
told by Sheila and Jerry throughout the film. It was an 
entertaining evening enjoyed by all.

Rozzi Osterman, Marina Berkovich, Michele Laboda, Sara Krivisky, Robin Correnti

Lani and Sheila Laboda

Senior Lunch Bunch
By Helene Glocer

The Senior Lunch Bunch is continuing to grow 
and spread its wings. We went to the Alliance 
for the Arts in March and saw the wonderful 

exhibit of local and Israeli artists. Carolyn Gora and 
Juli Bobman told some of the stories behind the art 
pieces and everyone got to admire the talent exhibited 

there. This was a totally different experience than any 
of the other lunches and was very exciting.

April’s lunch was at Shalom Life Center, and fea-
tured music by Lawrence Dermer. This, too, was a 
new and different experience. No one can complain 
that they are bored by the lunches.

We will be going back to the 
Community Free Synagogue in May 
and Brookdale College Parkway in 
June. July will bring us back to our 
roots at Temple Beth Shalom, where 
we can recharge our batteries.

The atmosphere at these lunches 
is one of a nurturing community, 
where seniors can feel comfortable 
in the company of other Jewish se-
niors and share their experiences. 
Many have made new friends or 
renewed old acquaintances. Volun-
teers will pick up anyone wanting to 
attend and, of course, there is never 
a charge for anything.
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Providing leading edge treatment to relieve: 

       There is no need to live in 

                 CONSTANT PAIN! 

Sciatica 
Back Pain 
Neck Pain 
Neuralgia 
RSD/CRPS 
Cancer Pain 
Shingles Pain 

Joint Arthritis 
Spinal Stenosis 
Herniated Discs 
Sacral Fractures 
Post-Surgical Pain 
Spinal Pain and Auto Injuries 
Vertebral Compression Fractures 

Jonathan S. Daitch, MD 

Michael E. Frey, MD 

Accepting New Patients! 
 

239.437.8000 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8255 College Parkway 
Fort Myers, FL  33919 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.apmss.net 
 

Michael E. Frey, MD       Jonathan S. Daitch, MD 

Rozzi Osterman, Marina Berkovich, Michele Laboda, Sara Krivisky, Robin Correnti

there. This was a totally different experience than any 
of the other lunches and was very exciting.

April’s lunch was at Shalom Life Center, and fea-
tured music by Lawrence Dermer. This, too, was a 
new and different experience. No one can complain 
that they are bored by the lunches.

We will be going back to the 
Community Free Synagogue in May 
and Brookdale College Parkway in 
June. July will bring us back to our 
roots at Temple Beth Shalom, where 
we can recharge our batteries.

The atmosphere at these lunches 
is one of a nurturing community, 
where seniors can feel comfortable 
in the company of other Jewish se-
niors and share their experiences. 
Many have made new friends or 
renewed old acquaintances. Volun-
teers will pick up anyone wanting to 
attend and, of course, there is never 
a charge for anything.
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Sunday 
March 1st 

The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign provides the resources to  
strengthen and enrich our Jewish community locally, in Israel and around the world.   

YOUR SUPPORT 

Promote 
KINDNESS Share your 

MITZVAH 

Strengthen & enrich 
JEWISH COMMUNITY Honor/

Remember 
A LOVED ONE 

This year please consider making an additional campaign contribution in honor or in memory of a loved one.  
Because kindness is contagious we would like to highlight your generosity in L’CHAYIM and notify personally those whom 

you honor. You may choose how your generosity is noted and how we share your mitzvah with our community.  

Local Jewish Education and Culture  
 Community-wide Jewish Education and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Festival, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebration, Jewish genealogy,  Israeli folk       
dancing, social groups, etc.  

 L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local, national and international Jewish issues.  

 Community Relations activities include monitoring  anti-
Semitism and issues of separation of church and state in the 
community.  

 Israel Advocacy and Initiatives to strengthen local Jewish      
community ties with Israel. Holocaust Education through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
 Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communities in 60+         
countries around the world. 

 Partnership 2Gether relationship with the Hadera-Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
 Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facilities  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
 Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
 Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and socialization. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
 Non-sectarian, individual and family outreach, information and 

referral services. 
 Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
 Food Pantry. 
 Emergency financial assistance. 
 Education and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Services 
 Support families of children with special needs. 
 SAT preparatory classes for high school students.  
 Volunteerism. 
 Organizational Collaboration. 
 Assessment and Planning. 
 

Jewish Community Foundation 
 An endowment that ensures the long-term financial base of 

charitable, social and educational programs in our community. 
 Needs-based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
 Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

How the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties Serves 

 Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel 
 Grants Available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel Grant is available through 
the Community Foundation of the Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties. The grant may be used for travel to 
Israel to participate in programs that are volunteer or          
educational in nature. Our hope is that these programs will 
enhance Jewish knowledge and  identity in preparation for 
participation in American Jewish life. This grant is for Jewish 
residents of either county who are 25 years old or younger 
and can demonstrate a financial need. Academic standing 
and community involvement may also be considered. For 
more information or an application, please visit our website at 
www.JewishFederationLCC.org or contact the Federation at 
239-481-4449, ext. 4 or email loriramos@jfedlcc.org. 
 

TRIBUTES
In memory of Judy Goldenberg
from Gerald & Sheila Laboda

Generous Donors: 
Anonymous Angels 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Judea 
Mellow Mah Jongg Ladies 
Israeli Dancers 
Andrea & Gene Sipe 
Herbert & Sheila Sklar 
Stuart & Toni Morgenstein 
Gerald & Sheila Laboda 
Robert & Bette Batson 
John & Martha Wolf 
Kent & Freda Confeld 
Steve Bernstein 
Krivisky Family 
Neville Shevloff 
Louis Klein 
Victor Gold 
Steen Metz 
 

Temple Beth Shalom 
Shalom Life Center 
Phyllis Silver family 
Sol & Shirley Soloway 
Howard Silverman 
Community Free Synagogue 

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your Tributes.  
Please send them to Lori Ramos  

at the Federation at loriramos@jfedlcc.org. 

Thanks to the following supporters of  L’CHAYIM  
for their contribution to help underwrite the cost of  

bringing news of the local, national and international 
Jewish community to your mailbox every month!

EDITORS:
Jack Cohen

REPORTERS:
Steve & Vicki Zellner

Robert & Bette Batson
Vanessa & Jay Sax

SUBSCRIBERS:
Lore Rosenstrauch

Glenn & Laura Schilstra
Natalie Fulton
Richard Sobel

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

to 239.481.4449 x3
or lenibsack@jfedlcc.org

  Thursday, May 11 
  Community Free Synagogue 
  10868 Metro Pkwy., Fort Myers  
  (R.S.V.P. by May 8)

  Thursday, June 22 - Brookdale  
  7460 Lake Breeze Drive, Fort Myers  
  (R.S.V.P. by June 19)

  Tuesday, July 18 - Temple Beth  Shalom 
  702 SE 24 Ave., Cape Coral 
  (R.S.V.P. by July 14)

  Space limited - first-come basis
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 Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel 
 Grants Available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel Grant is available through 
the Community Foundation of the Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties. The grant may be used for travel to 
Israel to participate in programs that are volunteer or          
educational in nature. Our hope is that these programs will 
enhance Jewish knowledge and  identity in preparation for 
participation in American Jewish life. This grant is for Jewish 
residents of either county who are 25 years old or younger 
and can demonstrate a financial need. Academic standing 
and community involvement may also be considered. For 
more information or an application, please visit our website at 
www.JewishFederationLCC.org or contact the Federation at 
239-481-4449, ext. 4 or email loriramos@jfedlcc.org. 
 

On behalf of the Jewish community of Lee and Charlotte counties, the Jewish Federation thanks all those who contributed to    
furthering our mission “To strengthen and enrich the Jewish community by providing and supporting philanthropic, educational 
and social service programs locally, in Israel and throughout the world.” 

2016 Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

 Honor Roll 

including corporate, program, PJ Library, Indigent Fund and Food Pantry contributions 

Advanced Pain Management & Spine Specialists 
Jonathan S. Daitch, MD & Michael E.Frey, MD 
Howard & Brenda Sheridan 

Sheryl Lipman 
Lee & Gene Seidler 
John & Martha Wolf 

Ron Wallace & Naomi Bloom 
Morton & Beth Crane 
Larry & Terri Eisenfeld 
FineMark National Bank & Trust 
Byron & Shirley Frank 
Charles Weisinger 

Kenneth & Gwenda Asher 
Jack Cohen 
Nancy Dwyer 
Alan & Eva Freeman 
William & Cimbria Harwin 
Max Jacobs 
James & JoAnn Lewin 
Ronny & Marie Taschner 
Stephen & Vicki Zellner 

Richard & Judi Davis 
Herbert & Linda Fried 
Lydia Gattanell 
Jerry & Debi Greenfield  
Richard & Renee Lane 
Earl & Barbara Magdovitz 
George & Amy Markovich 
James & Betty Rubenstein 
Rabbi Marc & Leni Sack 
Betty Seidel 
Allen & Elizabeth Shevach 
Marjorie Tichnor 

Stuart & Juli Bobman 
Shirley Boscov 
Herbert & Sylvia Brenner 
Steve & Kathy Brettholtz 
Community Free Synagogue 
Richard & Joan Davis 
Robert & Darlene Duvin 
Barry & Barbara Epstein 
Deb Gold 
Harvey & Barbara Goldberg 
Jacob Goldberger 
Bruce Greenberg 
Harold Grinspoon 
Donald & Bluma Herman 
Alvin & Miriam Kaplan 
Elaine London 
Mellow Mah Jongg 
Stuart Meyers 
Miromar Outlets 
Robert & Lynne Mogell 
Radiology Regional 
Cathy Reiman & Jay Rosman 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Judea 
Miles & Joan Thomson 
Dr. Ron & Kathy Toll 
Marsha Weiner 
Evelyn White 
Jack & Nancy Wiadro 
Judy Williams 
James & Loren Wolper 
Stan Zell 
Leonard & Susan Zimmerman 

Rachel H.M. Abraham 
Harold & Pamela Arkin 
Howard & Nancy Barrow 
Robert & Bette Batson 
Temple Bat Yam 
Howard & Debbie Baum 
Stanley & Helen Beck 
David & Esta Berger 
Zelda Dubin 
ENT Specialists of Florida 
Daniel & Ellen Fox 
Brian & Amy Fox 
Mark Freeman 
Jorge & Helene Glocer 
Melvin & Sheila Goldstein 
Carolyn Gora 
Shirlene Grasgreen 
Steven & Julie Guterman 
David & Jodi Gutstein 
H. Richard Hendler 
David & Anne Joffe 
Alan & Harriet Josephson 
Mark & Elyse Kaplovitz 
Dale Reiss & Jerome King 
Michael & Marsha Kistler 
Ron & Lin Klein 
Alan & Edina Lessack 
Barry & Amy Marz 
Norman & Joan Newman 
Martin & Enid Packard 
PCC Tile 
Linda Phillips 
Marvin & Lesley Porter 
Lloyd & Midge Rauch 
Jerry Ladendorf & Sharon Rosenberg 
Russ Bilgore & June Rosner 
Robert & Dottie Ruberto 
Robert & Reina Schlager 

21st Century CARE 
Jonathan & Betty Abraham 
Andrea Abrams 
John & Marlene Adler 
Rabbi Solomon & Arline Agin 
Bennett & Paula Agranove 
Hymie Akst 
Shelly Albert 
Beatrice Allen 
Larry & Elaine Amdur 
Earl & Barbara Anderson 
Clara Apseloff 
Nancy Armocida 
Ann Arnoff 
Marvin & Mona Aronow 
Bernard & Phyllis Aronson 
Howard & Caryn Atkin 
Paul & Kandra Attwood 
Tricia Aulls 
Jeff & Jennifer Avon 
Barry & Rona Axelrod 
Freida Axelrod 
Lionel & Norma Axelrod 
M. Charles & Elizabeth Bakst 
David & Dana Baldinger 
Sorelle Baldwin-Koch 
Beverly Banks 
Joel & Barbara Barlow 
Stan & Sharon Barton 
Gail Bass 
Jeffrey & Judi Bayer 
Edna Beal 
Robert & Roberta Jo Belin 
Joyce Bell 
Daniel & Lisa Bendetowicz 
Jerry & Pat Ben-Dov 
Frank & Elsie Berglas 
Robert & Isabel Bernson 
Rabbi Steven & Rhonda Bernstein 
Sharon Berry 
Barbara Bertman 
Rosmary Bertolotti 
Jeffrey & Jill Bisker 
Bari-Lynn Blitefield 
Nathan & Wendy Blyveis 
Richard & Shari Bornfreund 
Cynthia Boyer 
Hal & Bucky Bozof 
Harvey & Carol Brand 
Mark & Laura Brennaman 
Harold & Renee Bretner 
Craig Brotheim 
Babette Brown 
Robert & Jeanette Burke 
Ellen Burnett 
Bonnie Bursten 
Thomas Cardone 
Lane & Barbara Carlin 
Donna Lanthier & Larry Castillo 
William & Rachel Cherkis 
Howard & Francine Chester 
Sanford & Sandra Cohen 
Harvey Cohen 
Paul & Odelle Coker 
Harry & Bea Colter 
Kent & Freda Confeld 
Bella Cook 
Daniel & Nancy Cooper 
Mark & Donna Cooper 
Paul Cornez 
Joseph & Sheila Cramer 
Ron & Paula Creed 
Ronald Davis 
Lawrence & Wendy Davis 
Anthony & Charen De koven 
David & Jacki Dearie 
Lorry & Linda Delman 
Gerald Desalva 
Richard & Rhonda Diner 
Irwin & Esta Doliner 
Jan Doss 
Edward & Beverly Drucker 
Barbara Druckman 
Henri & Josephine Dyner 
Barry & Susan Ebbets 
Bruce Edelson 
Stanley & Linda Ehrlich 
Roland Eisenberg 
Steve & Phyllis Ershowsky 
Hal & Kathy Eskin 
Matt & Rhoda Ezra 
Irene Faerber 
Saundra Falk 
Ilana Farkas 
Alex & Ayala Farkash 
Marc & Judy Farron 
Henry & Debbie Feinberg 
Gene Feinberg 
Bruce & Diane Fenton 
Geraldine Fergal 
Susan Ferkel 
Alison Fijman 
Emmi Fischl 
Dorit Fisher 
Jack Flaherty 
Kevin & Lisa Fleishman 
Robert & Silvia Flipse 
Arlene Foreman 
Irv & Sharon Forsch 
Richard & Gail Foster 
Neal & Barbara Frank 
Samuel Frazer 
Muriel Freedman 
Stanley & Rebecca Freeman 
Doug & Olga Freeman 
Howard Freidin 
Ira & Anita Freifeld 
Martin & Judith Freling 
Irwin & Carol Friedman 
Donald & Barbara Friedman 
Elaine Friedman 
Marilyn Froim 
Richard & Judi Fuchs 
Barry & Cheryl Fulmer 
Alan & Sandie Gamiel 
Glen Gardberg 
David & Marilyn Gardner 
Joe & Hillary Gates 
Arthur & Phyllis Geller 
Richard & Ruth Gerson 
Micki Gillespie 
Ginny Gioia 
Bernard & Joan Glaser 
Susan Glasser 
Donald & Caryl Godiner 
Howard & Jane Gold 
Joseph & Marcia Goldberg 
David & Patricia Goldberg 
Morton Goldberg 
Susan Block & Terri Goldberg 
Shelly Goldenberg 
Claire Goldhagen 
Jules & Barbara Goldschneider 
Paul & Marilyn Goldstein 
Harold & Cheryl Goldstein 
Bob & Diane Goldstein 
Leon Goldstein 
Elaine Goldwater 
Steve & Toni Goodman 
Milton & Andrea Goodman 
Stan & Helen Goodman 
Irene Goodman 
William & Ferne Gorchester 
Newton Gordon 
Robert J. & Stefani Gossen 

Diane Goukler 
Dr. William & Marsha Gray 
Arthur & Lori Greenberg 
Neil & Diane Greene 
Jerry Greene 
Richard & Joyce Greenwald 
Doug & Barbara Gribin 
Arkady Grinberg 
Bonnie Grossmann 
Marcia Hanwit 
Avi & Hannah Harpaz 
Gary & Sandra Harrell 
Roger & Jean Harris 
Sidney & Rita Harris 
Robert & Marilyn Harris 
Carlyn Harrison 
Heidi Hazelcorn 
Carol Heligman 
Charlotte Hirsch 
Michael & Tanya Hochschild 
Stuart Hodes 
Ginger Horton 
S. Fredric & Ann Horwitz 
Richard Hymes 
Howard & Suzi Imanuel 
 Israeli Dancers 
Celia Jacoby 
Lynn Jaffe 
David & Barbara Jaffe 
Floyd & Florence Jamison 
Sidney & Diane Jensen 
Gloria Joseph 
Nir Kabaretti 
Maurice & Carol Kabili 
John & Sandra Kampner 
Rheta Kanen 
Yale & Jean Kanter 
Jerry & Susanne Kantor 
Edward & Michele Kaplan 
Louis & Sharon Kapp 
Bonnie Kasdan 
Gerald Kash 
Mike & Randi Kashi 
Roberta Kauffman 
Arlene Keller-Carlson 
Joseph & Bernice Kelley 
Robin Kessler 
Roy Kessluk 
Jeannette Keyser 
Louis & Ruth Klein 
Mike Klein 
Jed & Jan Klein 
Hartley & Adair Kleinberg 
Cary Kleinfield 
Jerry & Hilary Kobrin 
Frank & Debra Kohn 
Jack & Norma Kohn 
Donald & Sandy Komito 
Abbe Forman & Shelly Komito 
Rebecca Kon 
Doreen Kostel 
Harry Sparling & Harriet Jo Kotlar 
Boris & Inna Kotlyar 
Marcelle Kouser 
Jean Kramer 
June Kruger 
Sherwin & Susan Kruger 
Israel & Arlene Krupka 
Gerald Kumin 
Gloria Kummins 
Stephanie Tokson & Herb Kupferschmid 
Bert Kurland 
Dr. Andrew & Julie Kurtz 
Jeffrey & Roberta Kushner 
Marty & Janice Labell 
Lani Laboda 
Ben Post & Debbie Laites 
Harold & Joan Lang 
Gerald & Phyllis Langberg 
Matthew & Roberta Lawrence 
Jeff Lazar 
Frank & Jean Lazovick 
Aaron & Leatrice Lebowitz 
Helen Leddy 
Phyllis Lee 
Ruth Lefberg 
Lorraine Levey 
Yale & Anna Levin 
Stanford Levin 
Shirley Levine 
Robert & Carol Levine 
Linda Levine 
Natalie Levitt 
Abe & Pat Levy 
Max & Karen Liberles 
Harry Lichtcsien 
Jack & Lois Lichtenstein 
Marshall & Barbara Lieberman 
Eric & Nancy Linkov 
Barbara Lippson 
Robert Lipshutz 
Doris Lipshutz 
Barry Litofsky 
Robert & Leslie Loscher 
Alvin & Elaine Lubiner 
Joel Rosenberg & Sandra Lurey 
Martin & Penny Lustik 
Steve & Paula Machlin 
David & Penny MacIntyre 
Gary & Marlena Maisel 
Simone Malak 
Ira & Marsha Malamut 
Robert & Mary Beth Mandelkorn 
Natalie Manning 
Irving Mansfield 
Marianne Mansfield 
Mildred Marateck 
Ruth Margolin 
Jeff & Ida Margolis 
Herb & Jean Marks 
Shelia Marquardt 
Tino Martinez 
Nick Rock & Jeri Marts 
Arthur & Sandy Mason 
Charles & Betty Massie 
Iris Mather 
Howard & Judith Mayer 
Donald & Randi McAlpine 
Beverly Meisel 
Bernie & Beverly Melmed 
Dr. Marc & Cindy Melser 
Alex Menkes 
Steen & Eileen Metz 
Deborah Meyers 
Fran Miller 
Thomas Miller 
Melvin & Jacqueline Milstein 
Mark & Barbara Mintz 
Beverly Leah Mitchell 
Linda Moon 
Shoshanna Moreland Zimmerman 
Stuart & Toni Morgenstein 
Laurie Morris 
Dr. Maxine Morris 
Toby Moss 
Florence Nalven 
Arthur & Reba Nassau 
Wilbert Needleman 
Robert A. Newman 
Murray & Charlotte Newton 
Leonid Kremenchuker & Ita M Neymotin 
Seymour Nodell 
Esther O'Brien 
Arthur & Phyllis Ohlstein 
Charles & Nancy Olender 
Richard & Dee Olitsky 
Francoise Onufer 
Fran Orlofsky 
Jeffrey & Julie Pakrosnis 
Nannette Palumbo 
Howard & Donna Parker 
David & Gloria Parsons 
Candace Patton 
Ruthe Paul 
Martin & Esther Pokedoff 
Paul Policella 
Michael & Caren Polk 
Odette Port 
Marsha Poster 

Jerry Williamson & Pauline Chusid 
Gary & Robin Correnti 
Jonathan & Barbara Daitch 
Nancy Diamond 
Daniel & Chely Dosoretz 
Jack & Ellen Esformes 
Herbert & Judy Goldenberg 
Gulf Coast Orthodontics 
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A. 
William & Andi Horowitz 
Charles & Linda Idelson 
Investor's Security Trust 
Naomi Thomson & Alan Isaacs 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 
Brian & Sara Krivisky 
Eric Dochinger & Michele Laboda 
Gerald & Sheila Laboda 
Judith Leeder 
Clive & Sonya Lubner 
John & Rozzi Osterman 
Judi Roth 
Barbara Siegel 
Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Jerry & Barbara Snyderman 
Paul Weinstein 
Guy & Ilene Whitesman 
Ira & Sherri Zucker 

$30,000 & above 

$20,000 - $29,999 

$10,000 - $19,999 

$5,000 - $9,999 

$2,500 - $4,999 

$1,800 - $2,499 

$1,000 - $1,799 

$500 - $999 

$1 - $499 (continued) $1 - $499 (continued) 

$1 - $499 

Ruth Segel 
Adam & Elise Sewall 
Shalom Life Center 
Martin & Betteann Sherman 
Brian & Mindi Simon 
Gene & Andrea Sipe 
Irwin & Arlyn Stein 
Ira & Ailene Stein 
Sidney & Ruth Steiner 

$500 - $999 (Continued) 

PJ & Cindy Prechtel 
Carol Price 
Dr. Michael & Catherine Raab 
Paula Raboy 
Mike Rappaport 
Robert & Melinda Rayder 
Jerry & Robin Razowsky 
Janet Richardson 
Gail & Michael Richter 
Joan Ring 
E. C. & Carol Roark 
Murray & Jeanette Robbins 
Martin & Lorraine Robinson 
Betty Rogan 
Michael & Carol Rosenberg 
Norma Rosenberg 
Lore Rosenstrauch 
Jan Rosenthal 
George & Joyce Rosinger 
Dolly Roth 
Larry & Eileen Roth 
Barbara & Lisa Roth 
Michael & Lynda Rubenstein 
Daved & Paula Rubien 
Michael & Felinda Rubin 
Jacob Rubin 
Alan J. & Esta Rubinstein 
Herb & Barb Rubinstein 
Russell & Laurie Rucks 
Sari Rutt 
Lubov Ruvinskaya 
Al & Joan Saltz 
Toby & Sandi Sauls 
Jacob & Vanessa Sax 
Manis Sax 
Janet Bailin & Eugene Scarzafava 
Harold Schechter 
Eugene Scheel 
Philip & Carol Scheiber 
Shirley Schiffman 
Eilene Schiller 
Lawrence & Leslie Schoenfeld 
Lowell & Michelle Schoenfeld 
Jill Schreidell 
Lionel & Marcia Schuman 
Scott & Sonia Schwartz 
Alvin & Eileen Schwartz 
Gary Schwartz 
Martin & Gayle Schwartz 
Barbara Schwartz 
Elliot & Diana Schwartz 
Mae Folb & Herbert Schwartz 
Marcia Schwarz 
Gabriel & Elaine Sedloff 
Seaman & Ruth Sedockin 
Lana Segal 
Rosalie Segal 
Larry & Diane Seidenstein 
James & Millie Sernovitz 
Joel Shapiro 
Samuel Shapiro 
Harry & Claire Shapiro 
Diane Share 
Daniel Sharff 
Leonard & Margaret Shecht 
Nathan & Ruth Sheckman 
Gal Nir & Dina Shein 
Judith Sherman 
 Philip & Carla Sherwin 
Mark & Susan Sherwin 
Neville Shevloff 
Rosalyn Shraiar 
Lois Shulman 
Karen Siegel 
Robert & Carolyn Siegel 
Robert & C. Elaine Siegel 
Howard & Verna Siegel 
Bernard & Harlene Siegel 
Jack & Janet Sigman 
Howard Silverman 
Richard & Pamela Simon 
Dennis & Brooke Simon 
Joseph & Yvonne Simon 
Ethel Sinow 
Herb & Sheila Sklar 
Gary & Mary Skogebo 
Irene Skolnick 
Gary Ittner & Joshua Sky 
Robert & Elaine Sless 
Judy Sloane 
Herbert & Adrienne Sobelman 
Barry & Jay Solomon 
Gene & Dorit Solomon 
Sol & Shirley Soloway 
Stan & Judith Spiegel 
Valentin & Alla Stadnik 
Leo & Jill Stanley 
Gary & Alicia Starr 
Max & Yetta Steinberg 
Ira & Dorothy Steinberg 
Jerry & Judith Stephens 
Stuart & Stephanie Stern 
Aaron & Roz Stern 
Paula Streeter 
Joel & Renee Sugar 
Linda Sweet 
Richard & Susan Talbott 
Ronald & Lynn Talone 
Elizabeth Greco & Arthur Tanenbaum 
Joel & Sylvia Taub 
Marlene Tehrani 
Paul & Marilyn Tenenbaum 
Fred & Linda Tepper 
Dr. Janice Nord & Robert Tholemeier 
Ken & Lisa Tolep 
Lisa & Paul Tritel 
Don Asselin & Judy Tritel 
Shlomo & Sheila Ullmann 
Arnie & Leslie Vollmer 
Bobbye Waksler 
Francine Waldman 
Joseph & Alice Walzer 
Robert Warren 
Ruth Wassermann 
Felice Weinberg 
Ileane Weinberg-Flores 
Marsha Weiner 
Marvin & Judy Weiner 
Howard Weisberg 
Max & Anita Weisglass 
Stephen & Susan Wener 
Ed & Judy Wessel 
Lyra Wexler 
Sylvia White 
Gloria Whitesman 
Stephen & Esther Wiener 
Sid Wilker 
Steven & Linda Winer 
Jessie Winer 
Walter & Arnee Winshall 
Andrew & Judith Wolff 
Rhoda Wolsky 
Irwin & Judy Wrubel 
Judith Yevick 
Pat Yormak 
Selma Young 
Morton & Dorothy Zablotsky 
Nancy Zaretzky 
William & Bonnie Zeff 
Ilya & Emma Zeldes 
Selma Zemel 
Marilyn Zheutlin 
Herbert & Ruth Zimmer 
Ira & Paula Zlatkin 
Suzanne Zoss 
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By Amy Snyder, Executive Director, Holocaust Museum & Education Center of SWFL
Jan Karski’s Mission for Humanity exhibit

As part of our 5-8-10 Project 
Education Program, 8th graders 
come to the Museum for a field 

trip. After they tour the Museum and 
review with our Education staff what 

they have learned, 
they meet with 
a Holocaust sur-
vivor. For many 
students, the field 
trip is their first 
in-depth intro-
duction to both 
World War II and 
the Holocaust. 
And for most, if 

not all, of them, the visit marks the first 
time they have met someone who has 
directly experienced that history and its 
consequences. 

As we have seen over and over since 
we began our Education programs, the 
interaction of students and survivors 
provides the most important and long-
term lesson of all. Our mission is to 
inspire students and the public to take 
positive action against bigotry, hatred 
and violence. When students meet the 
human being who has suffered this big-
otry, hatred and violence just because of 
their or their parents’ religion, it makes 
a powerful impact. 

This current school semester, we 
incorporated our exhibit, The World 
Knew – Jan Karski’s Mission for Hu-
manity, into the field trip curriculum 
as well. Jan Karski’s life encapsulates 
so many of the virtues we encourage 
students to have. His personal story is 
another example of someone who lived 
the history they are studying. They learn 
about courage and perseverance through 
his experience as a spy and underground 
operative, gathering evidence of Nazi 
atrocities in Poland against the Jew-
ish people. They learn of his bravery 
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Hadassah Non-fiction Book Club members

Hadassah book club ends season with  
Words That Hurt, Words That Heal
By Ida Margolis

A few years ago, the Collier-Lee 
Chapter of Hadassah started 
the Hadassah Non-fiction Book 

Club and discussed many outstanding 
books. Since the inception of the Jewish 
Book Festival, the group has decided 
to include books written by authors 

who would be appearing as part of the 
festival.

In addition to the books from 
Festival authors, the group read and 
discussed the acclaimed book by Rabbi 
Joseph Telushkin, Words That Hurt, 
Words That Heal: How to Choose Words 

Wisely and Well. 
Since the book 

club meets at mem-
bers’ homes, this ne-
cessitates limiting the 
number who can at-
tend. But there is no limit to the number 
of additional Collier/Lee Chapter of Ha-
dassah book clubs that can be set up, just 
like there is no limit to the wonderful 
choices of books available for discus-
sion. In fact, there is also a “Hadassah 
Book Club North” that meets in Estero, 
Bonita Springs and Fort Myers. 

If you are interested in this group, 

contact Judy Donaldson at jkadonald-
son@yahoo.com or call 336.813.4522. 
If you would like more information or 
if you are interested in starting another 
club, call some of your friends and email 
me at ida.margolis2@gmail.com so 
that a notice can be put in an upcoming 
Hadassah Happenings bulletin. Happy 
reading.

Local athlete to represent USA in the  
20th Maccabiah Games in Israel this summer
Adam Henry, a 14-year-old 

Southwest Florida native, has 
devoted most of his life to fut-

bol (soccer). He has been a dedicated 
Goalkeeper since he was nine years 
old and is trained by some of the top 
coaches in the sport. 

Adam was booked to go to an elite 
College ID camp this January. When 
he heard about the National Maccabiah 
East Coast tryouts he took a detour and 
decided to attend. After all, Henry said, 
the Maccabiah Games in Israel occur 
only once every four years. The next 
weekend West Coast tryouts were held. 
When the rosters were announced, 
Adam was one of 20 players selected 
from the nationwide tryouts to com-
pete as a member of the Maccabi Na-
tional Soccer (01-02) Team USA in the 
20th World Maccabiah Games! 

The World Maccabiah Games, of-
ten referred to as the “Jewish Olym-
pics,” are held every four years in Is-
rael. Notable past participants include 
Olympic Champion Mark Spitz and 
Olympic Women’s Gymnastics team 
captain and gold medalist Aly Reis-
man. The Maccabiah is the third larg-
est multi-sport competition in the 

world, behind only the Olympics and 
the World University Games. 

Adam will travel to Israel in July 
as part of the 1,200+ delegation rep-
resenting the United States. This year 
they are expecting 10,000 participants 
from 80 countries, the largest gather-
ing in the 85-year history of the Mac-
cabiah.

Adam has played for the last three 
years in the United States Soccer De-
velopmental Academy, the top league 
in the country and a feeder to the U.S. 
National Team. He proudly plays for 
Weston FC Academy in the USSDA. 
“As soon as our end-of-year national 
showcase finishes with Weston in June, 
I fly straight to Israel to join my Mac-
cabia team. When we get there, Mac-
cabi USA has an amazing program set 
up for us called Israel Connect,” said 
Adam. Maccabi USA’s educational 
and cultural component that all Juniors, 
Youth and Open athletes participate in 
prior to competing in the Maccabiah 
Games. It is designed so that the ath-
letes are able to immerse themselves 
in the history and culture of Israel and 
interact with its people, which fosters a 
lifelong connection to Israel.

“Our Maccabiah coach, who 
played in the games in 2009, has al-
ready been in touch with each player 
on the team and has put together group 
chats and conference calls so we can 
all get to know each other,” Adam con-
tinued. “He monitors our training and 

sends us motivating messages on a 
regular basis. Once we get to Israel we 
will have a week to get to know each 
other better, train together and tour Is-
rael. I look forward to making lifelong 
friends as we go for the Gold.” 

Peter Mellor, the former USA Na-
tional Teams assistant and coaching 
education staff goalkeeping coach and 
former USL national Technical Direc-
tor, has coached Adam for three years. 
“Adam is a very talented and dedicated 
GK that has worked with passion and 
diligence to get to this point in his pur-
suits. I am proud of him and wish his 
Maccabiah team great success in the 
games,” said Peter. 

The 20th Maccabiah Games run 
from July 4 - July17. Starting with 
Opening Ceremonies, similar to the 
Olympic Opening Ceremonies, it will 
be an amazing experience filled with 
excitement and pride. 

Adam said, “Team USA is going 
to compete to bring home the Gold! In 
addition, my teammates (from all parts 
of the United States) will gather with 
Jewish athletes from all over the world 
to compete, as we build Jewish pride 
and identity through sports.”Adam Henry

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your Life Cycle  
events – births, B’nai Mitzvah, engagements, etc.  

Submit your events to LChayim36@gmail.com. 

B’NAI MITZVAH
Jacob Anthony Benbenisty, son of Siobhan and Keith 
Benbenisty and brother to Noah and Josh, will be called to 
the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, May 27.

Jake is a 7th grader at Canterbury School. He is an ac-
complished student and baseball player, playing for the 
Canterbury Cougars and our local Little League Cubs. Jake 
has a love for all animals, but especially for dogs. For his 
mitzvah project, Jake will be volunteering at the Humane 

Society. He is also collecting old blankets and towels for the Humane Society 
and local veterinary clinics.

Jake thanks Rabbi Luna, Dale Cohen and all of his religious school teach-
ers at Temple Beth El over the years for preparing him for this celebrated event.

Nancy Schwartz who will be called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah on Sabbath morning, May 27, at the Community 
Free Synagogue.

Nancy holds a bachelor’s and master’s degree in French 
Literature, and has followed a career as a systems engineer 
in medical business information technology. Her other pas-
sion has always been tennis, and she continues to play com-
petitively in the Lee County Tennis League. She is also at-
tempting to learn mah jongg, though with limited success.

Nancy celebrates a 52-year marriage to David and they have two sons and 
five grandchildren, all of whom currently reside in Massachusetts.

Nancy is a graduate of The Community Free Synagogue’s Intensive Prayer-
book Hebrew Ulpan.

Studying family history brings more than just historical knowledge,   
it builds relationships. Learning the stories behind names and dates   

teaches a personal history that explains more than just how each  
person came to be.     EVERYONE WELCOME. 

 
 Jewish Genealogy SIG (Special Interest Group) 

Next meeting:  Thursday, May 11 
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 

 

LEARN HOW TO BEGIN RESEARCH INTO YOUR FAMILY’S HISTORY  
OR GET HELP FINDING NEW STRATEGIES TO ENHANCE THE SEARCH 

YOU HAVE ALREADY STARTED. 

 

                          There is no cost to attend.    
RSVP to Leni at lenibsack@jfedlcc.org or 239.481.4449 x3 

The community is invited to  
a special movie presentation of 

“THERE ARE JEWS HERE” 
Thursday, May 11 

7:00 p.m. 
 

This first-run movie about the survival of small-town 
Jewish communities is sponsored by the  

Community Free Synagogue and the Jewish Federation. 

 There is no cost to attend and         
refreshments will be served. 

Moviegoers are encouraged to bring  
a can or box of food to donate to the 

Federation Food Pantry. 

The movie will be shown at: 

     Community Free Synagogue 
10868 Metro Parkway 

Fort Myers  33919 

 

 WEEKLY ISRAELI DANCING 
  

    Dancing will resume in  
                        the fall of 2017 

 

All ages (10 to 96) are welcome to 
join us.  All  levels of dance           

experience are welcome.  Wear  
comfortable shoes, bring a water 

bottle 
  

BRING A FRIEND! 

See you Sundays. 

RSVP  a must  by Fridays at noon 

to Marsha Kistler  

  marshatemple2012@gmail.com  

 
 

 

Reach 5,000 local 
Jewish residents 

through L’CHAYIM.
For more 

information  
or to place an ad,  

call Jim at 
239.634.6923 or 
send an email to 

JamesLewin@jfedLCC.org.
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For information:  www.pflagnaples.org or 239-206-3267 
 

 “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for people 
to dwell together in unity.”   Psalm 133 

 

                                 

PFLAG 
Tenth Annual  

Interfaith Convocation 
    

Sunday, May 7, 2017 3:00 PM 
Temple Shalom 

4630 Pine Ridge Road, Naples 
 

PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) invites people of all faiths to 
worship together.  Sharing religious traditions and rituals unites us in promoting acceptance 
and belonging for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender persons and their families in our 
community. 

PLEASE PRAY WITH US!  
Reception to follow Service 

 

Welcoming Houses of Worship 
Bat Yam – Temple of the Islands * Beth Tikvah * Cornerstone United Methodist * Emmanuel Lutheran Church * First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) * Fort Myers Congregational United Church of Christ * Jewish Congregation of Marco Island * Lamb of God 
Lutheran-Episcopal Church * Lighthouse Congregational UCC * Mayflower Congregational United Church of Christ * Naples Jewish 
Congregation * Naples United Church of Christ * Samudrabadra Buddhist Center * St. John the Apostle MCC * St. Monica’s Episcopal 
Church * Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church * Temple Shalom * The Baha’I Faith * Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Greater 
Naples * Unitarian Universalist Church of Fort Myers *  Unity of Naples Church * Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church 
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n Amy
    Snyder

By Amy Snyder, Executive Director, Holocaust Museum & Education Center of SWFL
Jan Karski’s Mission for Humanity exhibit

As part of our 5-8-10 Project 
Education Program, 8th graders 
come to the Museum for a field 

trip. After they tour the Museum and 
review with our Education staff what 

they have learned, 
they meet with 
a Holocaust sur-
vivor. For many 
students, the field 
trip is their first 
in-depth intro-
duction to both 
World War II and 
the Holocaust. 
And for most, if 

not all, of them, the visit marks the first 
time they have met someone who has 
directly experienced that history and its 
consequences. 

As we have seen over and over since 
we began our Education programs, the 
interaction of students and survivors 
provides the most important and long-
term lesson of all. Our mission is to 
inspire students and the public to take 
positive action against bigotry, hatred 
and violence. When students meet the 
human being who has suffered this big-
otry, hatred and violence just because of 
their or their parents’ religion, it makes 
a powerful impact. 

This current school semester, we 
incorporated our exhibit, The World 
Knew – Jan Karski’s Mission for Hu-
manity, into the field trip curriculum 
as well. Jan Karski’s life encapsulates 
so many of the virtues we encourage 
students to have. His personal story is 
another example of someone who lived 
the history they are studying. They learn 
about courage and perseverance through 
his experience as a spy and underground 
operative, gathering evidence of Nazi 
atrocities in Poland against the Jew-
ish people. They learn of his bravery 

to continue this work even after being 
betrayed, captured and tortured by the 
Nazis earlier in the war. They learn 
the importance of being prepared and 
believing in yourself, no matter who 
you are dealing with, as he did when 
he personally presented his important 
information to the Allied leaders and 
requested their military help for Poland. 
Finally, they learn that your actions can 
make a difference to others, even if it 
may not seem so at the time.

At one point in the brief Karski 
film we show the students, he is being 
interviewed late in life, and is overcome 
with emotion discussing how he wishes 
he could have done more to save more 
people.

As when they listen to a survivor, 
the students’ attention is so focused, 
and you could hear a pin drop. They 
are in the moment with the speaker, 
and a connection is being made in their 
minds and hearts so deep, you know it 
will never be forgotten. Here is a man 
who repeatedly risked his life during the 
war and continued to speak out for the 
rest of his life about injustice, lamenting 
the fact that he didn’t do enough. At the 
end of the field trip, the students fill out 
activity sheets with questions based on 

Karski’s life. Their reflections on how 
Karski’s actions might influence their 
own are often quite insightful. Here are 
just a few of the remarkable answers 
from our 8th graders:

Would you risk what Karski risked? 
“Yes, I would, because no one should go 
through what the Jews went through and 
I believe that what they did was cruel 
and unjustified.” “I would risk what 
Karski did to save others because even 
if something happens to you, you would 
be saving a lot of people.”

Do you see Karski as a hero? Did he 
succeed or fail? “I do see Jan Karski as 
a hero. He succeeded in his mission to 
tell the world what was going on with 
the Nazis and the Jews. A person can be 
heroic while failing because in the end 
you might not get what you want, but 
it is certain that along the way you will 
inspire someone to complete what you 
were not able to finish. Failing is not 
always a bad thing. That person may 
choose not to give up and then come 
back with a resolve that is way bigger 
than before. Other than this along the 
way, you may meet people who want 
to achieve the same goal that you do 
and you can work together to make sure 
that injustices are taken care of. Not all 
superheroes wear capes.”

In case you didn’t know, Jan Kar-
ski was honored by Yad Vashem as 
Righteous Among the Nations for his 
actions in trying to save Jews during 
the Holocaust. If you would like to 
learn more about this remarkable man, 
we invite you to visit the Museum. The 
World Knew – Jan Karski’s Mission for 
Humanity is on display through Sunday, 
May 14. We know once you learn about 
Jan Karski, you will be as inspired as our 
students have been.

Students from East Naples and Corkscrew Middle Schools at the Museum
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sends us motivating messages on a 
regular basis. Once we get to Israel we 
will have a week to get to know each 
other better, train together and tour Is-
rael. I look forward to making lifelong 
friends as we go for the Gold.” 

Peter Mellor, the former USA Na-
tional Teams assistant and coaching 
education staff goalkeeping coach and 
former USL national Technical Direc-
tor, has coached Adam for three years. 
“Adam is a very talented and dedicated 
GK that has worked with passion and 
diligence to get to this point in his pur-
suits. I am proud of him and wish his 
Maccabiah team great success in the 
games,” said Peter. 

The 20th Maccabiah Games run 
from July 4 - July17. Starting with 
Opening Ceremonies, similar to the 
Olympic Opening Ceremonies, it will 
be an amazing experience filled with 
excitement and pride. 

Adam said, “Team USA is going 
to compete to bring home the Gold! In 
addition, my teammates (from all parts 
of the United States) will gather with 
Jewish athletes from all over the world 
to compete, as we build Jewish pride 
and identity through sports.”
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to 
be Jewish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish 
have at least one Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than  
Judaism – and don’t identify with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts 
to Judaism, of course, are also identified as Jewish.

Nate Bloom (see column at left) has become a family history expert in 10 
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help 
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a 
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start 
with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:
Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number. 
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that 

goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible. 
The first search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also, 
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate 
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked 

out great for them. So contact him about this as well.

Interested in Your  
Family’s History?

Major League Tribe Members 
The following is a list of Jewish players 
on a Major League baseball team roster 
as of opening day (April 1). All these 
players (save the last one, below) have 
at least one Jewish parent and don’t 
identify with a faith other than Judaism.

RYAN BRAUN, 33, outfielder, 
Milwaukee Brewers. A six-time All-
Star, Braun came back in 2016 after 
two previous sub-par seasons. He batted 
over .300 and hit 30 homers.

ALEX BREGMAN, 23, infielder, 
Houston Astros. He made his Major 
League debut last July, and hit a respect-
able .265 after a slow start. His family 
belongs to the oldest synagogue in New 
Mexico, where Bregman had his bar 
mitzvah.

CRAIG BRESLOW, 36, pitcher, 
Minnesota Twins. Another bar mitz-

vah boy, Breslow has played for many 
teams. He hit a rough patch in 2016  
and was sent to the minors. He pitched 
for Team Israel last September and 
helped them qualify for the World Base-
ball Classic. Minnesota offered him a 
Major League contract shortly before 
the Classic tournament began, so he had 
to opt out of the tournament competition 
in March. (Team Israel stunned every-
one by making it to the tourney’s second 
round, after beating favorites Korea, 
Taiwan and the Netherlands.) 

SCOTT FELDMAN, 34, pitcher, 
Cincinnati Reds. Like Breslow, Feld-
man has pitched for many teams and 
has struggled for the last two seasons. 
Like Breslow, he planned to pitch for 
Team Israel, but opted out when the 
Reds offered him a one-year contract 
late in January. 

IAN KINSLER, 34, second base, 
Detroit Tigers. This four-time All-Star 
team member really hit in 2016, smash-
ing 28 homers and setting a new Tiger 
season record (8) for lead-off homers. 
He’s also a great fielder.

JOC PEDERSON, 24, outfielder, 
Los Angeles Dodgers. A streak hitter, he 
has great stretches and long slumps. In 
2016, he hit 25 homers, but only batted 
.246. On opening day 2017, he hit a 
grand-slam homer – the first Dodger to 
do so since 2000. He played for Team 
Israel in 2013. 

KEVIN PILLAR, 28, outfielder, 
Toronto Blue Jays. Another bar mitz-
vah boy, Pillar overcame a slow start 
and ended up having had a good 2016 
season. He’s also a great fielder.

DANNY VALENCIA, 32, in-
fielder, Seattle Mariners. A good hitter, 
Valencia, who had a bar mitzvah, will 
probably be a designated hitter this year, 
with stints at first base. 

Reasonable people can differ wheth-
er to include Ty Kelly, 28, a New York 
Mets infielder who played for Team 
Israel this year. His mother is Jewish, 
but he was raised more Catholic than 
Jewish – and he now seems unsure 
where he stands religiously.
No Lie: Weigert Shines
The HBO seven-part series Big Little 
Lies, which ended on April 2, garnered 
great reviews and big ratings. If you did 
see it, it’s probably still resonating with 
you. If you didn’t see it, you should. 
The third episode introduced ROBIN  
WEIGERT, 47, as Dr. Reisman, a 
therapist who begins treating Celeste 
(Nicole Kidman) and her violent hus-
band, Perry. In the last two episodes, 
Reisman becomes an important charac-

ter who sagely advises Celeste on how 
to save her life. I hope Weigert’s sterling 
performance quickly leads to meatier 
roles for her.  

I spoke to her in 2006, not long 
after she got an Emmy nomination for 
playing Calamity Jane in Deadwood, 
and she said she was hoping to land 
enough good indie film roles to have a 
career comparable to Catherine Keener. 
Now, she’s probably too old for that 
path, but with so many new streaming 
outlets, a series starring role could be 
in her future. 
Five Mensches Came Back
The original, three-part Netflix docu-
mentary series Five Came Back is  
good enough that it’s worth subscribing 
for one month just for it. The title re-
fers to five Hollywood directors WWII 
(Frank Capra, John Ford, John Hus-
ton, George Stevens and WILLIAM 
WYLER) who put patriotism ahead of 
career and enlisted in the army or navy 
to make films for and about the armed 
forces during. Prominent contemporary 
directors narrate the interwoven stories 
of the five (STEVEN SPIELBERG, 
70, “does” Wyler; LAWRENCE KAS-
DAN, 68, “does” Stevens, and so on).

There’s a lot of Jewish-related 
content in the series. The most, logi-
cally, comes in the Wyler segments. 
He won the Oscar three times for best 
director, and risked his life to make 
perhaps the best WWII documentary, 
Memphis Belle. Belle” is posted now on 
Netflix with other WWII films made by 
these directors. One footnote: director 
ANATOLE LITVAK, discussed in the 
series, also enlisted. It’s not mentioned 
he was Jewish, too. His WWII film work 
was important.

Susan Glasser, Realtor®

John R. Wood Properties
15065 McGregor Blvd. #105
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
In front of Gulf Harbour

SusanLGlasser@gmail.com
Mobile: (239) 281-3105
Office: (239) 472-2411

For All Your Southwest Florida  
Real Estate Needs

Lee County resident  
for more than 20 years
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Specializing in  
 outpatient hip and  
 knee replacement

n Phil  
   Jason

Book review by Philip K. Jason, Special to L’CHAYIM

Once dead, man finds himself spiritually adrift  
with no navel to guide him

An Unexpected Afterlife,  
by Dan Sofer. Privately published.  

284 pages. Trade paperback $14.95.

Dan Sofer’s book is an unexpect-
ed mind-opener. It asks a funda-
mental question about the pos-

sibility of life after death. The perspec-
tive is Jewish, and the subsequent ques-

tions are manifold. 
If one’s afterlife 
identity mirrors 
that of one’s origi-
nal span of years, 
and if the new be-
ing (or reactivated 
being) returns to 
the world he or 
she left, how will 
those who knew 
this person react? 

Suppose this happens to you. Will 
those who believe that you had died now 
think you had deceived them for some 
nefarious reason? Or will 
they suspect that your reap-
pearance is a fraud? What is 
your place in this world – or 
the next?

Sofer makes the theo-
reticals concrete. Moshe 
Karlin, a man who ran a 
successful business dis-
patching taxis in Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv, awakens one morning on 
the stony grounds of the Mount of Ol-
ives Cemetery. He is not only without 
clothes, but he is also without a navel; 
thus, he is no longer “born of woman.” 
He quickly finds out that two years have 
passed since his demise and that his wife 
is soon to marry his former best friend, 
a man who has poisoned the vulner-

able woman against him. Though only 
recently undead, Moshe is determined 
to win her back.

Trying to reestablish his former life, 
Moshe discovers that his positive view 
of himself was not shared by others. He 
was not a great husband or father. Has 
he been given a second chance?

Sofer soon populates the novel 
with a series of similar resurrections, 
individuals who accompany Moshe on 
this eerie journey toward reaffirmation 
and vision. Is this collection of returnees 
the early sign of ancient prophesies be-
ing realized? 

Moshe and his growing entourage 
are protected and counseled by a kind, 
though perplexed, neighborhood rabbi. 
Soon, an important council of rabbis 
is convened to pass judgment on these 
strange happenings. Readers will be 
surprised by the council’s conclusion.

Rabbi Yosef is a finely drawn 
character whose dedication to helping 

this oddball collection 
threatens his status and 
the well-being of his 
own family. These re-
turnees are, paradoxi-
cally, familiar strang-
ers. To Rabbi Yosef, 
they are still God’s 
creatures and deserv-
ing of compassion and 

justice. Let the renowned rabbis argue 
over whether these theological misfits 
are angelic or demonic, Rabbi Yosef 
will feed them, clothe them, shelter 
them, and in all the ways that he can – 
comfort them. 

Then there is Eli Katz. Yes, a 
present-day Elijah the Prophet. Or a 
time-traveling Elijah. Or a man whose 

recent injuries and near-
death experiences have 
triggered a hallucinated 
identity. His mission is to 
prepare the world for the 
Resurrection. Dan Sofer 
employs this madcap 
character to pay homage 
to and yet question the 
efficacy of prophetic 
tradition. This strand of 
the novel is a magnificent tour de force. 

How does Sofer give a sense of 
reality to his fantasy materials? Well, 
for one thing he gets into his characters’ 
heads so fully that we believe in their 
observations and see and feel the way 
they do. Moreover, he sets them into the 
very real neighborhoods of present-day 
Jerusalem with a degree of detail that 
has authenticity. By firmly rooting us 
in that reality, Sofer opens the door 
that allows us to walk into and accept 
the “what if” world of his imagination. 

Another “unexpected” character-
istic of this book is that Sofer has a 
lighthearted touch, a leavening that 
keeps hardships and serious theological 
concerns from pushing readers into de-
pression. The book also offers more than 
a little teaching, a surprising amount of 
wit, and a good-sized cast of strong sup-
porting characters. This highly original 
novel is likely to be controversial in the 
best of ways: provoking thought and 
discussion. 

About Dan Sofer
Dan was born under the 
sunny blue skies of South 
Africa in 1976. A tradition-
al Jewish upbringing and 
warm community moved 
Dan to study and volunteer 
in Israel as an adult. In 2001, 
Dan made Jerusalem his 
home, and the city’s sights, 
sounds, legends and spirit 
of adventure fill his stories. 

When not writing tales of romantic 
misadventure, he creates software for 
large corporations. “Dan Sofer” is a pen 
name of Daniel J. Miller.

Dan writes tales of romantic mis-
adventure, many of which take place 
in Jerusalem. His earlier novel, A Love 
and Beyond, won the 2016 Best Books 
Award for Religious Fiction. An Unex-
pected Afterlife is presented as Book I 
of The Dry Bones Society series. The 
next book in the series, An Accidental 
Messiah, is coming later this year. 

Dan Sofer’s books are readily avail-
able in print and ebook editions via the 
major Internet bookstores. Or find him 
at http://dansofer.com.
Philip K. Jason is Professor Emeritus 
of English from the United States Na-
val Academy. He reviews regularly for 
Florida Weekly, Jewish Book World, 
Southern Literary Review, and other 
publications. Please visit Phil’s website 
at www.philjason.wordpress.com.

Dan Sofer
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ter who sagely advises Celeste on how 
to save her life. I hope Weigert’s sterling 
performance quickly leads to meatier 
roles for her.  

I spoke to her in 2006, not long 
after she got an Emmy nomination for 
playing Calamity Jane in Deadwood, 
and she said she was hoping to land 
enough good indie film roles to have a 
career comparable to Catherine Keener. 
Now, she’s probably too old for that 
path, but with so many new streaming 
outlets, a series starring role could be 
in her future. 
Five Mensches Came Back
The original, three-part Netflix docu-
mentary series Five Came Back is  
good enough that it’s worth subscribing 
for one month just for it. The title re-
fers to five Hollywood directors WWII 
(Frank Capra, John Ford, John Hus-
ton, George Stevens and WILLIAM 
WYLER) who put patriotism ahead of 
career and enlisted in the army or navy 
to make films for and about the armed 
forces during. Prominent contemporary 
directors narrate the interwoven stories 
of the five (STEVEN SPIELBERG, 
70, “does” Wyler; LAWRENCE KAS-
DAN, 68, “does” Stevens, and so on).

There’s a lot of Jewish-related 
content in the series. The most, logi-
cally, comes in the Wyler segments. 
He won the Oscar three times for best 
director, and risked his life to make 
perhaps the best WWII documentary, 
Memphis Belle. Belle” is posted now on 
Netflix with other WWII films made by 
these directors. One footnote: director 
ANATOLE LITVAK, discussed in the 
series, also enlisted. It’s not mentioned 
he was Jewish, too. His WWII film work 
was important.
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Passing the torch

Bronislaw Huberman
By Arlene Stolnitz

n Dr. Paul 
    Bartrop

The month of May 2017 sees the 
75th anniversary of an act of Jew-
ish heroism and sacrifice now all 

but forgotten in the popular awareness. 
It is appropriate at this time that we 
remember it.

Herbert Baum and his wife Mari-
anne were the found-
ers, at the end of 
summer 1937, of an 
anti-Nazi resistance 
group in Germany. In 
May 1942 they were 
responsible for or-
ganizing a dramatic 
protest against Na-
zism right in Berlin, 

in the heartland of Reich Propaganda 
Minister Joseph Goebbels.

Born in Moschin, eastern Germany, 
on February 10, 1912, by 1926 Herbert 
Baum was an active member of a num-
ber of left-wing Jewish youth move-
ments. In 1931 he joined Germany’s 
Young Communist League. In 1934, 
after Baum and his childhood sweet-
heart Marianne Cohn were married, they 
were directed by the Communist party 
to make contact with a number of Jew-
ish organizations with which Baum had 
worked in earlier times. A small circle 
of friends and acquaintances formed 
and then grew. Most of them were Jew-
ish, and they met frequently to discuss 
ways to circumvent Nazi anti-Semitism. 
Almost immediately they nominated 
Baum as their chairman.

By the time of the Kristallnacht 
pogrom in November 1938, the little 
group had grown to nearly 100 young 
Germans who would attend meetings at 
various times to discuss their options. 
After Jewish organizations were banned 
in 1939 the group grew larger – and, of 
necessity, more secretive.

In 1940 Baum was drafted into 
a forced labor unit at the Siemens-
Schuckertwerke, an electrical engineer-
ing company based in Berlin. While 
here, he engaged in party propaganda, 
leading to many more recruits from 
among those at the plant. For some who 
were communist but not Jewish, the idea 
of resistance proved to be a problem on 
account of the alliance signed between 
the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany 
in August 1939. For the Jews, there 
was little option; they could not afford  

“The true artist does not create art as 
an end in itself; he creates art for human 
beings. Humanity is the goal.”

The legendary life of Bronislaw 
Huberman, known as the founder 
of the Israel Philharmonic Or-

chestra, bears telling for those who have 
not heard the story before.

A Jewish Polish violinist, Huber-
man was a “wun-
derkind” who, as 
early as the age of 
10, showed great 
promise as a vir-
tuoso performer 
touring Europe in 
frequent perfor-
mances. His fa-
ther, recognizing 
his son’s unusual 
talent, exploited 

his son’s genius to make money. At 
the age of 12 Huberman played for 
Johannes Brahms who reportedly was 
“moved to tears” when he played for 
him. This was a time when violin prodi-
gies were thought of as “pop stars” of 
the day.

Huberman’s lifelong friendship 
with Arthur Rubinstein began as a result 
of an invitation by Rubenstein’s parents 
who wanted their six-year-old son to 
meet the 11-year-old violinist, having 
heard him in concert.

It was not until the death of his 
father that Huberman enrolled in the 
Sorbonne in Paris to further his educa-
tion. After his graduation he resumed 
his musical career but with a different 
perspective, not only as an elite musi-
cian but as a politically aware humanist.

In 1929 Huberman visited Palestine 
for the first time. It was then that he be-
gan to think of bringing classical music 
to the Promised Land.

In 1933, with Hitler’s rise to power 

in Germany, Huberman recognized 
the threat to Jews. According to Rob 
Huberman, Bronislaw’s direct rela-
tive, Bronislaw was able to obtain exit 
documents for 70 Jewish musicians 
fired from orchestras throughout Cen-
tral Europe and bring them to Palestine 
for his idea, a newly formed symphony 
orchestra. Remarkably, these musicians 
and their families were among the nearly 
1,000 Jews Bronislaw saved from the 
Holocaust.

On December 26, 1936, Huberman 
presented the orchestra he had founded 
in a makeshift auditorium at the Levant 
Pavilion in Tel Aviv. Called the Palestine 
Symphony Orchestra, its first conductor 
was the renowned Arturo Toscanini, an 
Italian patriot and humanitarian who left 
his native Italy as a protest against Fas-
cism and boycott of Nazi Germany. He 
accepted Bronislaw’s invitation as con-
ductor of the inaugural performance as 
a tribute to humanitarianism, canceling 
his existing engagements. Huberman 
himself did not play with “his” orchestra 
since he wanted the orchestra itself to 

capture the limelight and international 
headlines.

After the creation of the State of 
Israel in 1948, the orchestra became 
known as the Israel Philharmonic Or-
chestra.

In the words of Zubin Mehta, Mu-
sic Director of the Israel Philharmonic 
Orchestra, “I bow my head in deepest 
respect to one of the greatest artists of 
the twentieth century who sacrificed 
both his time and money in bringing 
forward the creation of a great orchestra. 
I hate to think what the cultural situation 
in Israel would be today without the 
tremendous effort of this great human 
being who was Bronislaw Huberman.” 

Huberman’s biography is told in the 
compelling book Orchestra of Exiles 
by Josh Aronson and Denise George. It 
was also a PBS documentary released 
in 2012.

There is an interesting story regard-
ing the Gibson Stradivarius owned by 
Huberman, an antique violin fabricated 
by Antonio Stradivari of Cremona in 
1713. The violin was stolen twice while 
owned by Huberman, the last theft tak-
ing place in Carnegie Hall in 1936. He 
never saw it again.

The Gibson Stradivarius is present-
ly owned by renowned violinist Joshua 
Bell, who purchased it for a little under 
the $4,000,000 asking price. 
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups for 
over 25 years and also sings in Venice’s 
Chorale (formerly Exsultate!). Her 
interest in choral music has led to this 
series of articles on Jewish folk music 
in the Diaspora.

Saturday, May 6, 7pm
Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall at FSW • Tickets from $22 

A beautiful new fully-staged production, co-produced by 
the Gulf Coast Symphony and Gulfshore Opera. Madama 
Butterfly tells the heartbreaking story of an innocent young 
geisha who gives up everything to be with an American Naval 

officer. Filled with Puccini’s most expansive melodies, 
Madama Butterfly is at the top of a very short list of most 

performed and best loved operas of all time.

TICKETS: 239.481.4849 • GulfCoastSymphony.org
SYMPHONY OFFICE: 239.277.1700

Performance accessible to all patrons.

Drs. Peter 
& Eleanor BlitzerSponsored in part by:

AN EVENING OUT WITH  
THE JFED SOCIAL CLUB 

for Dinner and a Show 
Right Bed, Wrong Husband 

 BROADWAY PALMS       THURSDAY, JUNE 22         7:30 P.M. 
  Cost is $47/person.  Seating is limited. 

          RSVP by May 12 to Leni 

                239.481.4449 x3 or lenibsack@jfedlcc.org 

Stay connected all month long at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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Jewish heroes in the belly of the beast
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

The month of May 2017 sees the 
75th anniversary of an act of Jew-
ish heroism and sacrifice now all 

but forgotten in the popular awareness. 
It is appropriate at this time that we 
remember it.

Herbert Baum and his wife Mari-
anne were the found-
ers, at the end of 
summer 1937, of an 
anti-Nazi resistance 
group in Germany. In 
May 1942 they were 
responsible for or-
ganizing a dramatic 
protest against Na-
zism right in Berlin, 

in the heartland of Reich Propaganda 
Minister Joseph Goebbels.

Born in Moschin, eastern Germany, 
on February 10, 1912, by 1926 Herbert 
Baum was an active member of a num-
ber of left-wing Jewish youth move-
ments. In 1931 he joined Germany’s 
Young Communist League. In 1934, 
after Baum and his childhood sweet-
heart Marianne Cohn were married, they 
were directed by the Communist party 
to make contact with a number of Jew-
ish organizations with which Baum had 
worked in earlier times. A small circle 
of friends and acquaintances formed 
and then grew. Most of them were Jew-
ish, and they met frequently to discuss 
ways to circumvent Nazi anti-Semitism. 
Almost immediately they nominated 
Baum as their chairman.

By the time of the Kristallnacht 
pogrom in November 1938, the little 
group had grown to nearly 100 young 
Germans who would attend meetings at 
various times to discuss their options. 
After Jewish organizations were banned 
in 1939 the group grew larger – and, of 
necessity, more secretive.

In 1940 Baum was drafted into 
a forced labor unit at the Siemens-
Schuckertwerke, an electrical engineer-
ing company based in Berlin. While 
here, he engaged in party propaganda, 
leading to many more recruits from 
among those at the plant. For some who 
were communist but not Jewish, the idea 
of resistance proved to be a problem on 
account of the alliance signed between 
the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany 
in August 1939. For the Jews, there 
was little option; they could not afford  

any political dilemmas.
From 1941 onwards, members of 

Baum’s network at Siemens saw that if 
they were to escape deportation to con-
centration camps they would have to 
mount some sort of underground resis-
tance while at the same time making it 
appear as though they were vital to the 
war effort. Their underground activities 
at this time focused on the preparation 
and distribution of anti-Nazi propaganda 
leaflets, rather than physical confronta-
tion.

At the beginning of May 1942 
Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels 
(who was also the Gauleiter of Berlin), 
organized an enormous exhibition at the 
Lustgarten, right in the heart of Berlin. 
This exhibition, entitled “The Soviet 
Paradise,” was intended to dehuman-
ize the Russian enemy and reinforce 
an anti-Soviet (and, through this, an 
anti-Jewish) mindset among the popula-
tion, thereby justifying the war against 
the Soviet Union. Well over a million 
people visited while the exhibition was 
running.

Baum and his circle, recognizing 
that their actions could always be only 
symbolic – they knew that they could 
not by themselves topple the Nazi re-
gime – decided to let symbolism con-
front symbolism.

On May 18, 1942, a group of seven 
Baum members – Herbert and Marianne 
Baum, Hans Joachim, Gerd Meyer, Sala 
Kochmann, Suzanne Wesse and Irene 
Walther – set a number of fires around 
the exhibition that were timed to ignite 
simultaneously.

The fires were extinguished quickly 
by the authorities, and within days 
hundreds of Jewish Berliners, includ-
ing all seven participants and most of 
the other members of the Baum group, 
were arrested by the Gestapo. Herbert 
Baum was taken to the Siemens plant 
and ordered to identify fellow workers 
who were part of the conspiracy. Refus-
ing to reveal anything, he was subse-
quently tortured mercilessly in Berlin’s 
Moabit prison, and died on June 11, 
1942. The Gestapo reported his death 
as a suicide. Marianne was executed 
in Plötzensee prison on August 18, 1942, 
along with group members Joachim 
Franke, Hildegard Jadamowitz, Heinz 
Joachim, Sala Kochmann, Hans-Georg 

Mannaberg, Gerhard Meyer, Werner 
Steinbrink and Irene Walther.

Other resisters in the Baum group 
were caught and tried in succeed-
ing months. Most were executed at 
Plötzensee on March 4, 1943: Heinz 
Rotholz, Heinz Birnbaum, Hella Hirsch, 
Hanni Meyer, Marianne Joachim, 
Lothar Salinger, Helmut Neumann, 
Hildegard Löwy and Siegbert Rotholz. 
Overall, the deaths of the Baum group 
members represent a tragic roll call of 
lost youth and dashed hopes. The aver-
age age of those in the group’s inner 
circle was 22; Charlotte Päch, aged 32, 
was the oldest in the group, and was 
nicknamed “Grandma” by the others.

Moreover, not all were Jewish; 
Franke, Jadamowitz, Mannaberg and 
Steinbrink were all non-Jewish commu-
nists. Ultimately, of the 32 members of 
the group who lost their lives, 22 were 
executed by decapitation, nine died in 
death camps, and one – Herbert Baum 
himself – through torture. Only five 
members of the Baum group survived 
the war.

As an act of resistance to the Holo-

caust, the question must be asked: was 
it worth it? The press was forbidden to 
report on the fire, and no official news 
was released regarding the Baum group 
or the fate of its members. 

Yet the partial destruction of the 
exhibit on the Lustgarten, 75 years 
ago this month, must have presented 
something of a shock to Goebbels and 
the Berlin Nazis. A small but well-
organized resistance circle of Jewish 
communists had challenged a major 
Nazi propaganda enterprise, in the 
heart of the German capital, more than 
nine years after the Nazis had come to  
power.

Little wonder, it might be argued, 
that the punishments were so over-
whelming and devastating. The Baum 
group, quite simply, rocked the Nazi 
establishment as few other resistance 
movements in Germany had to that time. 
May their memory be for a blessing. 
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of History 
and the Director of the Center for Ju-
daic, Holocaust, and Genocide Studies 
at Florida Gulf Coast University. He 
can be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.edu.

It is with mixed feelings that I write 
this article, as it will be my last sub-
mission. Sorrow, as I enjoy writing 

and it has been a privilege sharing the 
stories of the forgotten Jews behind the 
fences of a prison. Joy, as shortly af-
ter the next article comes out in June, I 
will be home. 

Over the past year and a half, I, 
along with others, have shared our sto-
ries and the difficulty of being a Jew 
in this type of environment. Collec-
tively, we have found anti-Semitism 
from both the staff and other inmates 
including, unfortunately, those in the 
chapel whom one might think would 
not behave in such a manner. Donated 
supplies have been stolen or allowed 
to spoil, requests to observe holidays 
ignored, and services been interrupted 
and cut short. 

We also have the so-called Food 
Jews. Guys who either are Jewish but 
only show up for food, or non-Jews 
who want to pretend they are one of us 
so they can get some stuff, too. Need-
less to say, it can be incredibly frustrat-
ing to maintain our faith in circum-
stances like that. 

Yet, not all are like those I just 
mentioned. Others try to help but are 
ignorant of how we practice our faith. 
Those we try to educate – sometimes 
successfully, sometimes not. 

I mention all this because – like my 

freedom – I once took for granted the 
ability to practice my faith openly and 
without prejudice. Much like most of 
you reading this. I no longer do, hav-
ing experienced what I have over the 
past eight years. Soon, I will be able to 
enter a synagogue with a greater appre-
ciation for being able to do so. 

I leave behind my Jewish broth-
ers who are not able to do that as yet. I 
sincerely ask that you offer up a prayer 
on their behalf. I certainly will. A vis-
iting rabbi once suggested that I recite 
the Traveler’s Prayer on a daily basis, as 
we are on a journey in here. I’m looking 
forward to arriving at my destination. 

Just in case you are curious, I am 
heading back to the Gainesville area 
where I will be taking over a company 
that’s waiting for me. I’m looking for-
ward to being a productive member of 
society again. 

Even though this is my last article, 
it will not be the last from our group 
here at Charlotte Correctional Institute. 
One of my brothers will be taking over 
my duties, keeping our voices alive. 

Finally, I wish to express my thanks 
to Alan Isaacs and the L’CHAYIM staff 
for allowing our voices to be heard. I 
also wish to express my gratitude to 
Sharon Rosenberg for her “transla-
tion” of our handwritten articles into a 
finished, typed product. It has been a 
privilege serving my community.

Independently owned, family oriented.
Together we celebrate tradition.

Keeping Memories Alive.

1589 Colonial Blvd. 
 Fort Myers, FL 33907

www.fortmyersmemorial.com
239-936-0555 ~ 877-936-0555
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Israeli Hamburger – recipes by Dalia Hemed

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Israel’s In-
dependence Day, is around 
the corner (May 1 this year). 

Traditionally, Yom Ha’Atzmaut is a 
day off from work for Israelis, a day to 
spend with family and celebrate Isra-
el’s independence. This year is Israel’s 
69th birthday!

Israel’s Independence Day is a 
day of celebration and synonymous 
with BBQ, known in Hebrew as the 
“mangal.” Israelis, who like to travel 
in packs, fill up backyards and pub-
lic parks, set up mobile grill stations, 
folding tables and chairs, and feast on 
kabobs, shishliks (chicken skewers), 
hummus, tahini and many other variet-
ies of salads.

Just thinking about all the deli-
cious spiced grilled meats and veggies 
stuffed into fresh pita with hummus 
and other salatim (salads) makes me 
hungry. My favorite part is kabobs (Is-
raeli hamburger), and in honor of this 
special day, I thought it would be fun to 
share my family’s secret kabob recipe. 

Kabobs are the little mini-spiced 

burgers my grandmother used to make 
when I was a kid in Israel. I used to 
watch her in her Israeli restaurant 
kitchen while she worked, studying 
the way she would chop the herbs and 
spice the meat. Her method of soaking 
a slice of bread in oil, then shredding 
it and stirring it into to the meat, adds 
moisture. You can cook the kabobs by 
frying them, or grill them in your home 
oven during the warmer months. This 
year we are back to the mangal, and I 
am going to grill them for that smoky 
char-grilled flavor. I love to serve the 
kabobs with sriracha mayo sauce.
Ingredients:
• 1 lb ground beef
• 1 slice white bread, crust removed
• 1½ tbsp extra virgin olive oil
• 1/4 cup fresh flat-leaf parsley, 

finely minced
• 2 tbsp onion, very finely minced
• 1 egg
• 1½ tsp cumin
• 1 tsp paprika 
• 1/4 tsp garlic powder
• 1/4 tsp cayenne pepper 

• ½ tsp salt
• ½ tsp pepper
• Salt and pepper
• Vegetable oil for frying, or olive 

oil for grilling (optional)
Sriracha Mayo Sauce ingredients:
• 1/3 cup good quality mayonnaise
• 2 tsp sriracha sauce
 X Place ground beef in a medium 

mixing bowl.
 X Cut the crust off your piece of 

bread. Pour olive oil onto a small 
plate. Soak the bread in the olive 
oil, turning the slice once, till all 
the oil is soaked up by the bread.

 X Shred and crumble the oil-soaked 
bread into tiny pieces and add it 
to the meat along with the parsley, 
onion, egg, cumin, garlic powder 
and cayenne pepper. Add salt and 
pepper.

 X Stir ingredients with a fork and/
or clean hands until the spices and 
herbs are well blended with the 
meat. 

 X Gather the meat mixture in 1/4 
cupfuls and make small thick pat-
ties.

 X Cook the patties. If grilling, brush 
the Israeli burgers before you start 
cooking.

 X Brush the burgers with olive oil 
periodically as they grill to keep 
them nice and moist.

 X Grill for 15-20 minutes till cooked 
through to desired doneness. Cook-
ing times may vary by grill type.

 X If you prefer not to grill the Israeli 
burgers, you can cook them in a 
skillet using 1/4 cup of oil. Heat 
the oil over medium heat till hot 
but not smoking. Fry the burgers 
for 10-15 minutes, flipping occa-
sionally, till cooked through to de-
sired doneness.

Sriracha Mayonnaise: 
 X Mix mayonnaise together with 

sriracha sauce in a small bowl till 
well blended, adding more srira-
cha for spice if desired. Serve as a 
sauce for the Israeli burgers.

Catching up
By The Wine Whisperer

n Jerry  
    Greenfield

The wine business is, in one 
sense, like any other. Winemak-
ers want to get their products in 

front of the public. Some companies 
advertise their wares on television, 

or radio, or in 
n e w s p a p e r s . 
Wine producers 
have different 
strategies.

One of the 
great things 
about being a 
journalist in gen-
eral – and a wine 
journalist in par-

ticular – is that wineries and their pub-
lic relations firms send out sample bot-
tles, in the hope that we will evaluate 
the wines and recommend them to our 
readers. As you know, I do that faith-
fully in this space every month.

However, the supply far exceeds 
the space I’m given, as well as the lam-
entable infrequency of my column, so 
bottles tend to stack up in the cellar, 
awaiting my attention and evaluation. 
The backlog recently got so large I in-
vited some very knowledgeable and 
discriminating wine friends over for 
a massive tasting session, where we 
sampled, critically discussed, and rated 
about 20 different wines. We were very 

happy when we finished.
So this column is a kind of “catch 

up” piece, where I’m listing several 
wines we particularly enjoyed. I hope 
you like them as well as we did. And 
please persist to the Q&A at the end…
it’s an especially interesting topic.

Matanzas Creek Merlot Sonoma 
2013 ($30) – A full-bodied effort, dark 
ruby in the glass and bold aromas of 
chocolate and red fruit. Very fruit for-
ward, and certainly a great food wine. 
WW 90-91

Avignonesi Rosso di Montalcino 
2014 ($17) – This “baby Brunello” 
would be great with grilled meats. Me-
dium-bodied on the palate, flavors of 
red currant, cherry and violets. WW 89

Concannon Petite Sirah 2014 
($11) – Great value, and a steal at the 
price. A big, dark, black wine in the 
glass, it delivers aromas of warm earth 
and smoke, but fruit flavors on the pal-
ate. You’ll enjoy the complexity of 
the blackberry, raspberry, black pep-
per, baking chocolate and mushroom. 
Lovely. WW 89-90.

Bousquet Malbec Tupungato Val-
ley Mendoza Grande Riserva 2013 
($25) – A wine that’s very much about 
the place and the soil…an Old World 
style. Bold flavors of earth, truffle and 
black tobacco. WW 88

Kendall-Jackson Chardonnay 
Grand Reserve 2015 ($14) – From the 
middle-range of the KJ portfolio, this 
is a great everyday sipper. Medium 
bodied, with balanced oak notes sup-
porting apple and lemon flavors. WW 
87-88

Meomi Chardonnay California 
2015 ($13) – Grapes are blended from 
three very diverse regions in this wine. 
It’s bold and creamy with a buttery 
mouthfeel and an entertaining hint of 
buttered popcorn. Straightforward fla-
vors of pear and white peach. WW 88
Ask the Wine Whisperer
I’ve read some articles recently about 
“vegan” wines. Can you clarify what 
this term means? – Harris G., Port St. 
Lucie

This isn’t the first question I’ve 
received about the issue of so-called 
“vegan” wines. This term is starting to 
enter the vocabulary of the wine world, 
and there’s a lot of confusion about it. 
So let me try to answer it in some de-
tail.

Wine is made from fruit, which 
is about as vegan as things get. What 
could there possibly be in the bottle 
that comes from animals? Well, it turns 
out there are two things.

Often, wine is put through a pro-
cess called “fining.” This is a way to 

clarify the liquid and get rid of any 
floating fruit solids that remain after 
fermentation and the “racking” of the 
wine from the big vats into smaller bar-
rels. Fining involves putting some sub-
stance in the wine that’s heavier than 
the liquid. It settles to the bottom, tak-
ing the particles with it. For centuries 
winemakers have used either gelatin 
or egg whites as fining agents. Both 
are derived from animal products, and 
that’s what has the vegans on edge.

More recently, many winemakers 
use another pure inert material such as 
bentonite, which is a clay formed by 
the weathering of volcanic ash. So it’s 
a mineral. It also has a strong negative 
charge, so it pulls impurities toward it. 
The problem is that while some bottle 
labels will tell you the product is “un-
filtered and unfined,” it will never tell 
you whether it was fined…or what 
kind of fining agent was used. So the 
concept of “vegan” wines will remain 
somewhat problematic, at least for the 
time being.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er. He is Creative Director of Green-
field Advertising Group, as well as a 
wine consultant, educator, and writer. 
His book, Secrets of the Wine Whis-
perer, is now available on Amazon or 
at www.winewhisperer.com. 
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SNOWBIRDS, 
newspapers don’t fly… 
however, your address will! 

      Going North? 
         

Don’t forget to contact us with      
your change of address  to             

continue receiving L’CHAYIM. 

 

Send address changes to: 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org 

or call: 239.481.4449 ext-4 
 

      Safe Travels 

It’s all about the base
By Jean Campaiola Harris

There are many ways to help Is-
rael. We can read, write, donate, 
lobby and, of course, pray. Each 

is vital, but sometimes you want to roll 
up your sleeves and DO something.

Would you believe me if I told you 
some of my most meaningful, exhila-
rating experiences in Israel happened 
on an army base?

My husband Roger and I are not 
native born Israelis. Our “tours” in the 
IDF were not the mandatory service of 
every Israeli. We served through Sar 
El, known in America as Volunteers 
for Israel.

The idea for Sar El began in IDF 
General Aharon Davidi’s mind. During 
the 1982 Lebanon War, Israel mobi-
lized its reserves – all men up to age 
45. The General knew that once the re-
servists left their farms to defend their 
country, the crops would rot in the field.

But he also knew many diaspora 
Zionists wanted to help. So like any 
good matchmaker, he got the volun-
teers to Israel and Sar El was born.

In the beginning, volunteers 
worked on the kibbutzim. During the 
first Gulf War in 1991, Roger picked 
bananas on Kibbutz Deganya Alef. The 
grounds still have rusted Syrian tanks 
from the Six-Day War, a reminder of 
how close the Syrians came during 
those frightening times. Roger de-
scribes it as exhausting, and the most 
rewarding physical labor he has ever 
done. 

Since then, Israel has changed, and 
with it, Sar El. Most volunteers are 
now placed on military bases. 

And so was I on my first trip to 

For a continuously updated  
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.
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It’s all about the base
By Jean Campaiola Harris

There are many ways to help Is-
rael. We can read, write, donate, 
lobby and, of course, pray. Each 

is vital, but sometimes you want to roll 
up your sleeves and DO something.

Would you believe me if I told you 
some of my most meaningful, exhila-
rating experiences in Israel happened 
on an army base?

My husband Roger and I are not 
native born Israelis. Our “tours” in the 
IDF were not the mandatory service of 
every Israeli. We served through Sar 
El, known in America as Volunteers 
for Israel.

The idea for Sar El began in IDF 
General Aharon Davidi’s mind. During 
the 1982 Lebanon War, Israel mobi-
lized its reserves – all men up to age 
45. The General knew that once the re-
servists left their farms to defend their 
country, the crops would rot in the field.

But he also knew many diaspora 
Zionists wanted to help. So like any 
good matchmaker, he got the volun-
teers to Israel and Sar El was born.

In the beginning, volunteers 
worked on the kibbutzim. During the 
first Gulf War in 1991, Roger picked 
bananas on Kibbutz Deganya Alef. The 
grounds still have rusted Syrian tanks 
from the Six-Day War, a reminder of 
how close the Syrians came during 
those frightening times. Roger de-
scribes it as exhausting, and the most 
rewarding physical labor he has ever 
done. 

Since then, Israel has changed, and 
with it, Sar El. Most volunteers are 
now placed on military bases. 

And so was I on my first trip to 

Israel in 2004. Roger and I served on 
Batsap, a communications base near 
Tel Aviv. I was assigned to the wom-
en’s barracks and Roger the men’s. 
Our madricha, our soldier instructor, 
felt sorry about separating us, so she 
posted us at the same work station re-
pairing tank antennas.

We were taught how to salvage a 
part from here and a part from there 
until we could assemble a fully func-
tioning device. Then we’d paint it and 
call it new. It was simple, but necessary 
work.

The soldiers were amused by us. 
They couldn’t understand why we’d 
come to Israel to do this. They would 
offer me a chair, or a coffee. They 
recommended Tel Aviv for sightsee-
ing. But over time they saw our pride 
in getting antennas repaired, helmets 
painted (200 in one day!), and even 

complicated headsets rewired. They 
stopped offering us coffee and brought 
us more antennas.

The typical stint is three weeks, 
and since many soldiers speak Eng-
lish, we could get to know them. They 
are usually 18-20 years old, and curi-
ous about us. One young woman shyly 

told us she thought we were crazy. “We 
must do this, this is our country. But 
why do you do this?” she asked. We 
told her we feel this is our country too.

Many volunteers return again and 
again. My friend Mark has served over 
a dozen times and has published a book 
about it. (Army Fatigues by Mark Wer-
ner, 2008). He says over 4,000 people 
serve each year, and volunteers per-
form a significant portion of the work 
done on these bases. Mark describes 
the motivations of devoted Christians 
and their commitment to the Jewish 
people, religious Jews and their con-
nection to the land, older folks who 
still want to contribute (we worked 
with a British man in his 80s), young-
er ones searching for adventure, for-
eigners considering aliyah, and those 
like Mark himself, children of Holo-
caust survivors, who want to ensure a 
strong Israel, a haven for the Jewish  
people.

So what is the draw? It is certainly 
not the food (it is not so good, but it 
is kosher and there’s plenty of it) nor 
the accommodations (a too thin mat-
tress in a room with people who snore 
louder than my husband does). Neither 
is it the scenery (warehouses and bar-
racks) or the fashionable clothing. The 
uniform is fully depreciated and guar-
anteed not to fit. 

For my second Sar El tour in 2009 
(Roger’s third) we were assigned to 
Matsrap, a medical supply base just 
outside Tel Aviv. Our job was to re-
stock paramedic packs. We received 
the packs from the field, discarded the 
used equipment and refilled with new 
items. Because this is the Middle East, 
there was an additional pack in case of 
a chemical attack.

A 19-year-old soldier introduced 
me to Leonard Cohen in this ware-
house. He brought in his boom box 
every morning and we’d hum along 
to the Israeli songs while we worked. 

He couldn’t believe I did not know 
Cohen’s music, so he brought in those 
CDs. I’ll always remember sweating in 
my too big uniform, packing my para-
medic kits, all the while praying for our 
soldiers to the sounds of “Alleluia.” 

At Batsap, I roomed with an ob-
servant woman from Australia. At 
Matsrap, I roomed with five women 
from four different countries (Russia, 
England, France, Canada), while Rog-
er roomed with a Christian man from 
Denmark. One of my roommates was 
an Iranian Jew, a ballet dancer who 
had once performed for the Shah. Her 

husband, a college professor, proudly 
wore a different Jewish t-shirt every 
day because he could not do this with-
out fear in France.

There’s an old saying, “rak Israel,” 
which means only in Israel. It refers to 
the unbelievable, heartwarming thing 
that can only happen in that special 
place.

Matsrap runs a program for Israelis 
with developmental disabilities. These 
soldiers serve as we did, on non-com-
bat bases. As Dan Senor wrote in Start-
Up Nation, much of Israel’s success 
as a high-tech incubator can be traced 
to the challenging, maturing effect of 
army service. There’s understand-
ably great support and admiration for 
those who serve, but it never occurred 
to me how there’s a flip side – that not 
serving, even for a valid reason, could 
make someone feel left out and further 
handicap them. Through this program, 
those who formerly couldn’t serve, do 
so, and with pride. Only in Israel.

The IDF is an army so often unfair-
ly portrayed as a colonizing, occupying 
force. From its efforts to protect every 
civilian life, we know it is the most hu-
mane army in the world. And with this 
effort they go even a step further. The 
IDF understands what it means to serve 
(and not to serve), and they figured out 
how to include even more of the Jew-
ish people to help protect Israel.

So what’s great about this way to 
help Israel? For me, bonding with the 
soldiers, meeting volunteers from all 
over the world, building a little piece 
of the state with my own hands, and 
getting touched by the miracle that is 
modern-day Israel.

If you too want to roll up your 
sleeves on an army base, please check 
out the website vfi-usa.org or feel free 
to email me at jcampaiola@aol.com. I 
can connect you with Sar El “veterans” 
in our community who are also happy 
to discuss their service.

Jean with some of the helmets to be painted

Roger at the warehouse with new supplies

Roger with the 19-year-old soldier (next to Roger) who introduced him to Leonard Cohen’s music

Jean with a proud soldier

Jean (second from left) with her volunteer roommates
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Pulling water from air, making calls without touch
By Abigail Klein Leichman, ISRAEL21c, www.israel21c.org, March 28, 2017
A crowd of 18,000 at AIPAC Policy Conference gets a close-up look at amazing Israeli technologies.

At the Israel Innovation Show-
case at the annual AIPAC Poli-
cy Conference in Washington, 

D.C., earlier this week, more than 
18,000 Israel advocates learned about 
a technology to extract water from air; 
an Arab-Israeli business accelerator; a 
touch-free smartphone; a user-friendly 
security system for public venues; and 
a dance program breaching barriers be-
tween Jews and Arabs in northern Israel.

Elliot Brandt, AIPAC Managing Di-
rector of National Affairs, said the show-
case exemplified the Israeli “mindset of 
unrelenting determination to overcome 
all barriers and conventional thinking 
… to defend and protect and heal and 
transform the world.”

To kick off the showcase on March 
26, Prof. Alan Dershowitz introduced 
Water-Gen of Rishon LeTzion, whose 
patented GENius technology generates 
clean drinking water from the air.

Water-Gen’s “plug and drink” At-
mospheric Water Generator, said to be 
the world’s most energy-efficient mod-
ule of its kind, can serve the water needs 

of single households to entire countries, 
requiring only electricity or solar power.

According to the World Health Or-

ganization, tainted water is one of the 
factors causing 1.7 million children an-
nually to die during their first five years.

Water-Gen also has portable water 
filtration solutions for emergencies and 
relief efforts, including Spring, a light-
weight battery-operated system.

This April, Water-Gen is launching 
its first pilot study in Miami-Dade Coun-
ty, Florida, which will be analyzed as a 
prototype for additional U.S. locations.

“Water-Gen is focused on improv-
ing the quality of life for billions world-
wide who suffer from inaccessibility 
to safe drinking water and thus saving 
millions of lives,” said Dershowitz, who 
noted that “no country in the world has 
contributed more to lifesaving technol-
ogy in a mere 69 years than the nation 
of Israel.”

All AIPAC delegates had a chance 
to try Water-Gen units for themselves.
Arab-Israeli business accelerator
Fadi Swidan and Eitan Sella came 
from Nazareth to talk about Hybrid, 
the Israeli Ministry of Economy and 
Industry’s accelerator for startups in the 
Arab sector.

Swidan and Sella co-direct this 
unusual accelerator that leverages the 
expertise and connections of alumni of 
the famed IDF Intelligence Corps’ Unit 
8200. This elite group of veterans has 
spawned some of Israel’s most success-
ful high-tech executives.

Hybrid favors startups with at 
least one Arab cofounder, but above all 
seeks to build thriving businesses. As 
Sella noted, “We’re not doing anyone 
a ‘favor’ except the industry of Israel.”

Agreements with the Tel Aviv and 
Haifa municipalities and with com-

panies such as SAP and EMC enable 
Hybrid startups to get free workspace 
near where the founders live.

In its first year, Hybrid accepted 
nine early-stage startups and also 
worked with another 20 more mature 
startups. Many Hybrid alums are now 
scaling up under the umbrella of the 
Economy Ministry’s Agency for Small 
and Mid-Sized Enterprises.

“Things are going very well. We’re 
seeing lots of small successes in invest-
ment and employee recruitment,” says 
Swidan, whose staff will soon begin 
working with eight to 12 candidates for 
the next cohort.

One successful graduate is Mindo-
Life, a Haifa smart-home IoT and cyber-
security company headed by two Arab 
and two Jewish cofounders. Swidan tells 
ISRAEL21c: “They have paying cus-
tomers in Europe and in Israel and are 
ready now for the next stage of grants 
from the Israel Innovation Authority and 
from a special program for exports. “

Sella mentioned NIMD (Noninva-
sive Medical Devices) in Jerusalem, 
whose Muslim, Jewish and Christian 
cofounders are developing a thermal 
ablation treatment for cancer.
Smartphones and security checks
Oded Ben-Dov, cofounder and CEO 
of Sesame Enable, came onstage with 
Gary Fisher, a user with multiple 
sclerosis from Washington State, to 
demonstrate how the company’s touch-
free smartphones and tablets allow 
mobility-impaired people to make calls, 
read email, go on social networks, play 
games – activities most people take for 
granted.

Two years ago, Caesarea-based 

Sesame Enable teamed up with Google 
and Israel’s Beit Issie Shapiro to distrib-
ute its revolutionary motion-tracking 
technology free of charge to every 
Israeli who needs it.

“Now we have hundreds of active 
users in Israel and in other countries, and 
we’re looking forward to penetrating the 
U.S. market,” says Ben-Dov. There’s 
even a user in Saudi Arabia.

Sesame Enable just closed a financ-
ing round and plans to open a U.S. of-
fice this year. Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
Kansas, Oregon, Montana, Missouri and 
Texas all are in some stage of approv-
ing a subsidy for qualified residents to 
receive this assistive technology.

Ben-Dov explained more about the 
history and impact of Sesame Enable 
during Startup Stories, a side event at 
the Policy Conference.

Attendees also saw a presentation 
by Lisa Dolev, founder and CEO of 
Qylur Intelligent Systems, a Palo Alto-
based American-Israeli company whose 
self-service Qylatron Entry Experience 
is making security checks faster and 
more user-friendly at airports, stadiums, 
amusement parks, cultural venues, malls 
and other large public places – including 
the Rio Olympics and Levi’s Stadium 
in California.

Qylatron uses cutting-edge tech-
nologies including Industrial Internet 
of Things (IIoT), adaptive machine 
learning and artificial intelligence. 
Dolev said Qylur technology could 
be applied beyond security to other 
decision-making situations such as in 
agriculture or fracking.

Alan Dershowitz and Elliot Brandt of AIPAC 
drink water from a Water-Gen unit  
onstage at the Policy Conference

continued on next page 
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Minds in Motion
In a separate presentation at the Policy 
Conference, Virginia Senator Tim 
Kaine introduced the Richmond Ballet’s 
Minds in Motion Israel program.

This two-week project uses the 
power of dance to break down barriers 
between two northern Israeli popula-
tions: Jewish students at Beit Yitzhak 
Elementary School in Emek Hefer 
and Arab-Israeli students at Al-Salam 
School in the village of Kalansuwa. 
Each school’s participants learn half of 
an original dance and then meet to put 
it all together.

In 2015, for the first time, the young 
dancers did a joint performance before 
1,500 people. And in January 2017, Is-
raeli filmmaker Lior Netzer documented 
the program by filming staff, teachers 
and students over the course of several 
days.

“Minds in Motion has been in ex-
istence for 22 years in Virginia, and in 
Israel for the last eight years, with seven 
programs so far,” says Cat Studdard, 
director of outreach for the Richmond 

Ballet.
A board member of the Richmond 

Ballet and of the Virginia-Israel Advi-
sory Board made the connection.

“At the initial program, students 
at both schools felt a lot of concern 
about having a joint experience,” says 
Studdard.

“Even this year, at our first per-
formance at the Arab school, the 200 
students from Jewish school were late 
arriving and the Arab children were 
concerned the kids just wouldn’t show 
up. But they came and everyone relaxed, 
and the students were eager to meet one 
another. They do three performances so 
you see how their relationship devel-
ops through their dance collaboration. 
They’re excited about having that experi-
ence of sharing it.”
Abigail Klein Leichman is a writer and 
associate editor at ISRAEL21c. Prior 
to moving to Israel in 2007, she was 
a specialty writer and copy editor at a 
daily newspaper in New Jersey and has 
freelanced for a variety of newspapers 
and periodicals since 1984.

continued on next page 

OHIO TO PURCHASE 
RECORD $61 MILLION 
IN ISRAEL BONDS
State of Ohio Treasurer Josh Mandel 
said April 3 he will purchase $61 million 
in Israel bonds to hit back at the anti-
Israel boycott movement and because 
the bonds are a good investment.

Following acquisitions in previous 
years, the purchase will leave the state 
with more Israel Bonds than any other 
governmental body in the U.S. (Stuart 
Winer, Times of Israel)

GOOD DEEDS DAY  
IN ISRAEL 
More than a million Israelis marked 
Good Deeds Day on March 28. 
Launched in 2006 by businesswoman 
and philanthropist Shari Arison, now 
nearly all municipalities in the country 
and hundreds of schools, businesses, 
organizations and the IDF offer their 
services as part of the project.

The activities included volunteers 
painting houses and daycare facilities 
for the elderly; cleaning up beaches 
and parks; renovating daycare facili-
ties for children at risk; planting and 
tending community gardens; packing 
and delivering food packages for the 
needy; and recycling projects. Among 

my favorites are volunteers who cut hair 
to be donated to make wigs for cancer 
sufferers.

The Israeli state education system 
considers fostering a spirit of volunteer-
ing an essential part of the curriculum. 
Students from 10th grade on have to 
volunteer 60 hours a year in projects 
including helping in hospitals, clinics 
and old-age homes; serving with the am-
bulance, police or fire services; repairing 
old computers for those unable to afford 
new ones; and helping children with 
illnesses and disabilities. (Liat Collins, 
Jerusalem Post)

ISRAELI ECONOMY 
OUTPERFORMED  
OECD NATIONS IN 2016
The Israeli economy grew by 4% in 
2016, double the U.S. growth rate and 
2.3 times higher than the average growth 
among Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development members, 
the Bank of Israel said March 29.

Israel had a record $12.4 billion 
surplus in its current account balance 
of payments; unemployment dropped 
to 4.8%; and public debt dropped to an 
all-time low of 62.8% of GDP. (Zeev 
Klein, Israel Hayom)
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How deep are your roots?Bravo, Ambassador Haley!
By David Harris, AJC CEO, March 22, 2017

United Nations member states 
have had an Israel obsession 
for a very long time. It’s taken 

many forms and done countless dam-
age, mostly to the good name of the 
world body. 

What this obsession hasn’t done is 
advance the prospects for peace by even 
one inch. If anything, it’s only made that 
quest more elusive because of the one-
sidedness of the approach. 

Successive U.S. administrations 
have tackled the problem, some with 
more success than others. 

Enter Nikki Haley as America’s new 
UN ambassador. 

During the Bush 41 era, the infa-
mous “Zionism is racism” resolution, 
adopted by the UN General Assembly 
in 1975, was repealed, one of the rare 
instances in UN history when such a 
reversal occurred. 

In the Clinton years, Israel’s 50-
year inability to vie for a UN Security 
Council seat was ended, when it finally 
became a member of one of the five re-
gional blocs – the Western European and 
Others Group (WEOG) – that determine 
candidacies, after which the Jewish state 
announced it would run for a seat for the 
2019-20 cycle. 

In the Obama administration, Israel 
was able to join the WEOG group in 
Geneva as well, in addition to becoming 
a member of JUSCANZ, another impor-
tant consultative body. Moreover, for 
the first time in UN history, an Israeli, 
Ambassador Danny Danon, was elected 
to serve as chair of one of the six UN 
General Assembly Main Committees 
– the Legal Committee – overseeing 
an important slice of the multinational 
body’s work. 

Each of these steps was critically 

important, and none came easily. But 
more remains to be done if the UN is 
to fulfill its own charter’s commitment 
to the “principle of sovereign equality” 
of all member states, large and small. 

Israel is the only country in the 
world – in the world! – with a separate, 
and permanent, agenda item, #7, at 
the Geneva-based UN Human Rights 
Council. 

No other member state, including 
serial human-rights violators such as 
North Korea, Syria and Iran, gets its 
own agenda item. Only the sole liberal 
democracy in the Middle East is treated 
in this blatantly biased manner because 
that’s the way it works – the bad guys 
circle the wagons to protect one another, 
and, at the same time, gang up on Israel, 
creating an automatic majority against it. 

Moreover, Israel is the only coun-
try that’s the daily target of three UN 
bodies established, funded and staffed 
solely for the purpose of advancing the 
Palestinian cause and bashing Israel 
– the Committee on the Exercise of 
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestin-
ian People; the Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting 
the Human Rights of the Palestinian 
People; and the Division for Palestin-
ian Rights in the UN’s Department of 
Political Affairs. 

To top it off, Israel is targeted annu-
ally by some 20 UN General Assembly 
resolutions and countless measures in 
other UN bodies, from the World Health 
Organization to the Human Rights 
Council. 

Indeed, astonishingly, Israel is 
on the receiving end of more such ef-
forts each year than the other 192 UN 
member states combined. No one can 
seriously argue that this is remotely war-

ranted, but it’s a reality because in every 
UN body, except the Security Council 
where the United Sates has the power 
of veto, it’s all about majority voting. 

When close to two-thirds of the 
world’s nations belong to the Non-
Aligned Movement, and when they 
elected Iran as their chair, followed now 
by Venezuela, that just about says it all. 
With the Arab League and the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation as two of the 
pillars of the group, anti-Israel decisions 
are a foregone conclusion. 

But the fight is not over. In fact, it 
may have barely begun. To Ambassador 
Haley’s credit, it didn’t take long to 
make clear where she, and the admin-
istration she represents, stand on the 
remaining roadblocks to Israel’s full and 
equal participation in the world body. 

In February, she said: “It is the UN’s 
anti-Israel bias that is long overdue for 
change... The United States will not 
hesitate to speak out against these biases 
in defense of our friend and ally Israel.” 

Earlier this month, she slammed 
a report of the UN’s Beirut-based 
Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia that maliciously accused 
Israel of being “guilty of the crime of 
apartheid.” She called it “anti-Israel pro-

paganda,” and urged that the UN disas-
sociate itself from it, which, to his credit, 
UN Secretary-General Guterres did. 

And when the UN Human Rights 
Council met in Geneva earlier this week 
to take up issues under notorious agenda 
item #7, Ambassador Haley declared, 
echoing past U.S. policy but hinting at 
a possibly more aggressive stance: “The 
United States will not participate in 
discussions under Agenda Item 7 at the 
Human Rights Council in Geneva, other 
than to vote against the outrageous, one-
sided, anti-Israel resolutions.” 

Ambassador Haley, you have quick-
ly established yourself as a courageous 
and unbending voice of principle in a 
setting where the word is more often 
observed in the breach than as a matter 
of course by some member states. 

May your efforts lead to the changes 
still needed if the UN is to become the 
world body that President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt envisioned when he first lent 
his support to the noble idea. 

Bravo, Ambassador Haley!

THE BIGOTRY OF 
“INTERSECTIONALITY”
Alan M. Dershowitz, 
Gatestone Institute
Intersectionality – the radical academic 
theory which holds that all forms of 
social oppression are inexorably linked 
– has become a code word for anti-
American, anti-Western, anti-Israel and 
 anti-Semitic bigotry. On college cam-
puses, intersectionality has forced artifi-
cial coalitions between causes that have 
nothing to do with each other except a 
hatred for their fellow students who are 
“privileged” because they are white, 
heterosexual, male and especially Jewish.

Flyers were recently plastered 
around the University of Illinois (UIC) 
campus stating: “Ending white privi-
lege starts with ending Jewish privi-
lege.” This practice resembles the vile, 
anti-Semitic propaganda of the 1930s, 
when Der Spiegel blamed so-called 
disproportionate Jewish wealth for Ger-

many’s losing WWI and the country’s 
subsequent economic downturn. Most 
successful Jews, like most successful 
people of other religions and ethnici-
ties, earned this success by hard work, 
not special privilege. Despite finishing 
first in my class at Yale Law School, I 
was rejected by all 32 of the law firms 
to which I applied.

The linking of unrelated “victimiza-
tions,” despite their tenuous connec-
tions, leads to the forming of alliances 
between causes that at best, have noth-
ing to do with each other. Their only 
common feature is that to join, they 
must demonize the nation-state of the 
Jewish people.

The essence of anti-Semitism is the 
bigoted claim that if there is a problem, 
then Jews must be its cause. All decent 
people must join in calling out intersec-
tionality for what it is: a euphemism for 
anti-American, anti-Semitic and anti-
Israel bigotry.
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ISRAEL APPOINTS 
FEMALE MUSLIM ARAB 
DIPLOMAT
The Israel Foreign Ministry on April 
5 appointed Rasha Atamny, 31, as first 
secretary at the Israeli Embassy in An-
kara, Turkey, making her Israel’s first 
female Muslim Arab diplomat.

Israel’s first female Arab diplomat, 
Christian-Arab Rania Jubran, the daugh-
ter of Supreme Court Justice Salim 
Jubran, worked for the ministry from 
2006 to 2009.

Israel also has several male Muslim 
and Christian Arab diplomats. (Dov 
Lieber, Times of Israel)

EL AL WINS  
WORLD INNOVATION 
COMPETITION FOR  
NEW BLANKET
El Al Airlines won first place in the 
World Innovation Competition at the 
Hamburg International Airport Fair for 
its “wearable blanket.”

The blanket has holes for the head 
and arms, allowing passengers to slip 
into it without it falling off as they sleep. 
(Amit Cotler, Ynet News)

NETANYAHU LAUDS U.S.-
ISRAEL COOPERATION  
ON MISSILE DEFENSE
At a ceremony on April 2, marking the 
operational integration of the David’s 
Sling air defense system, with the 
participation of Vice Admiral James 
Syring, Director of the U.S. Missile 
Defense Agency, Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu said: “Admiral, today marks 
an important milestone in our joint 
development of cutting-edge missile 
defense technologies. We face, both of 
us, increasingly sophisticated threats, 
but we have repeatedly demonstrated 
that together we can meet these chal-
lenges a lot better than any one of us 
could do so alone.”

“But despite the importance that I 
attribute to our defensive capabilities, I 
reiterate: Whoever seeks to hit us – will 
be hit. Whoever threatens our existence 
– places himself in existential danger. 
This approach has ancient sources. Not 
far from here is the Ela Valley where 
David defeated Goliath with his sling. 
King David defended the People of 
Israel against its enemies 3,000 years 
ago. He did so with a combination 
of extraordinary daring and extraor-
dinary ingenuity.” (Prime Minister’s  
Office)



17 L' CHAY IM MAY 20 1 7 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesFROM THE B IMAH

Read the current and recent issues of L’CHAYIM 
online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

n Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

How deep are your roots?
In the Talmud it is recorded that the 

great Rabbis of old used to utilize 
the outdoors as a natural classroom. 

Rabbi Yohanan taught in a vineyard, 
Rabbi Eliezer used to sit on a rock with 

his students gathered 
about him, Rabbi 
Akiba liked to lec-
ture in the shade of a 
broad-leaved fig tree.

Once, a young 
student came to Rab-
bi Akiba and said, 
“Teach me about 
faith.” Rabbi Akiba 
showed him a tiny 

sprout and he said, “Pull it up.” The 
young man did so quite easily with 
his fingers. Then the sage showed him 
a young sapling and told the young 
man, “Pull that one up.” The lad did it 
with just a little more effort. Then he 
showed him a small shrub and asked 
him to remove it from the earth. With 
both hands and a little more strength, 

the young man tore it out of the soil. 
Finally, the Rabbi showed him a full-
grown tree and he requested, “Uproot 
it!” The student put his hands around 
the tree and pulled with all his might 
but he could not even shake a leaf. If 
our roots are deep, if our religion is 
grown and mature, no one can uproot 
it. Remember this, your faith will al-
ways be as strong and as powerful as 
are your roots.” 

And what is it that roots require? 
Roots demand cultivation and nur-
turing. They must continually be re-
freshed and cared for. Faith, in a simi-
lar manner, requires constant concern 
and nourishment. It requires our con-
stant tending through study, thought 
and periodic recommitment. Roots in 
trees and in faith must not be neglect-
ed. They connect us with the nourish-
ing earth and keep us growing ever 
upward.
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.

“Smikhah”
The Jewish term for “ordination” 

is “smikhah.” It derives from 
the Hebrew root “SMKH,” con-

noting a “laying upon” of hands. It is 
the verb used in the Torah to describe 
how Moses confers his authority upon 

his successor Joshua: 
“Now Joshua bin 
Nun was filled with 
the spirit of wis-
dom for Moses had 
laid (“samakh”) his 
hands upon him, so 
the people of Israel 
obeyed him, doing 
as Yah commanded 
Moses (Deut 34:9).

Thus, in theory, the authority of 
one who received “smikhah” derived 
from a discipleship with the one who 
gave it to him – a great and, for centu-
ries, an unbroken chain that stretched 
back to Sinai. This is expressed in 
the opening words of the “Adages of 
the Fathers” (Pirqe Avot): “Moses re-
ceived Torah from Sinai who transmit-
ted it to Joshua, who transmitted it to 
the Judges, who transmitted it to the 
Prophets, who transmitted it to Men of 
the Great Assembly...who transmitted 
it to Simon the Just. etc...who transmit-
ted it to Hillel and Shammai.” The list 
of transmission then continues to the 
succession of the Rabbanim, the Patri-
archal scions of the Dynasty of Hillel, 
down to the 3rd century C.E. Simeon, 
son of the greatest of the Patriarchs, Ju-
dah the Nasi (“the Noble”). 

In classical Jewish law, the ul-
timate source of “smikhah” was the 
Rabban, the patriarch endorsed by the 
Roman emperor, who held supreme re-
ligious authority over the Jews of Ju-
dea, renamed Palestine by the Emperor 
Hadrian after the 2nd century C.E. di-
sastrous Bar-Kokhva Revolt. 

Only sages in the land of Israel or-
dained by the Rabban and the court op-
erating under his authority were called 
“rabbi.” Therefore, the very many sag-
es living outside the jurisdiction of the 
Rabban in Mesopotamia did not hold 
formal “smikhah.” Instead, they sim-
ply used the honorific title “rav” and 
received “reshoot hora’ah,” license to 
teach, judge, impose penalties, and rule 
concerning “first fruits” (“bekhorot”). 
This license was granted after studying 
and apprenticing under a more senior 
sage, generally the head of one of the 
several academies (“yeshivot”) up and 
down “the rivers of Babylon.”

At the end of the 4th century C.E. 

the Byzantine Emperor Theodosius I 
put an end to rabbinical ordination in 
the Land of Israel and forbade future 
gatherings of the Sanhedrin, a senate 
made up of rabbis officially ordained 
by the Rabban. Not long afterwards, 
Theodosius II put an end to the office 
of the Rabban itself, so when Gam-
liel VI died in 425, there no longer 
was anyone with the authority to grant 
“smikhah,” and so there were no more 
“rabbis” per se. Thus, the great leg-
endary chain of transmitted authority 
directly from Sinai mentioned above 
came to an end over 1,500 years ago.

This situation persists to our pres-
ent day despite a number of attempts 
to reinstitute the practice of Halakhic 
“smikhah.” Ashkenazic Jewish reli-
gious authorities are known in Hebrew 
by the honorific title “Rav,” meaning 
“master.” Sephardic Jews simply call 
their religious leader “Hakham,” sage. 
Both derive their authority through a 
“reshoot hora’ah” conferred by their 
“Rav Muvhaq,” their most authorita-
tive teacher whom they have served 
and with whom they have discipled for 
a number of years. 

One of the primary expectations 
of one upon who this authority is 
conferred is that they go on to raise 
up others like themselves to continue 
and spread their good work in keeping 
with the introductory Pirqe Avot ad-
monition: “Raise up many disciples” 
(Avot1:1), since a “Rav” can only be 
made by another “Rav” who is pre-
pared to devote years of careful atten-
tion upon the suitable student.

Rabbinical schools and Jewish 
seminaries are modern inventions, 
mostly in Western Europe and the 
United States, where congregations 
hired “professional rabbis” and ex-
pected them to work, like Protestant 
pastors, as functionaries within their 
organizations, primarily conduct-
ing worship, preaching, visiting the 
sick, and working with their Sunday 
schools, also modeled on Western 
Protestantism. While these modern 
Rabbinical schools confer what they 
call “smikhah” on their graduates, it is 
a professional degree attesting that the 
recipient is trained to function within 
the modern synagogue organization, 
with the title “Rabbi” essentially an 
honorific throwback to the Classical 
Age.
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.

n Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond

n Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

“Nu! When are you 
moving here?”
My son in Tel Aviv rarely goes 

to synagogue. But when he 
does, it’s to a modern Ortho-

dox congregation where there are a lot 
of other Anglos like him. On my recent 
visit, we were sitting with his friends 

at Kiddush and one 
of them says to me, 
“Nu! Now you’ve 
got a grandson here. 
You’ve got no ex-
cuse. When are you 
moving here?” It’s 
been a while since 
someone asked me 
that question. 

I’ve done two 
year-long study programs in Israel: 
1973-1974 was my junior year of col-
lege when I studied at Hebrew Univer-
sity; 1979-1980 was my fourth year of 
rabbinical school. During those years, 
it was common to hear this question. I 
remember listening to a lecture by an 
American-born professor who told us 
that Israeli culture was too harsh and 
we American Jews could “bring civil-
ity” to Israel. Ben Gurion wanted all 
Jews to move to Israel, and long after 
he was out of office, the effort to get 
American Jews to “make aliyah” was 
still going strong. 

Back then, the question was real 
for me. Both by the education I got 
at my home congregation, and what I 
heard in my family, I was primed to 
fall in love with Israel. And I did. The 
whole country felt like the close-knit 
Jewish community in which I grew  
up. 

Most importantly, family life felt 
stronger there. People traveled from 

one city to another to be together for 
Shabbat. This was not just Orthodox 
families. Shabbat dinner seemed to be 
universal, for observant and secular 
families alike. 

But the tug of my family in the 
States and my desire to be a Conser-
vative rabbi, for whom there would 
be little work in Israel, were strong. 
I stayed in this country and became a 
congregational rabbi. 

I’m not sure why my son and his 
wife made aliyah six years ago. His 
mother and I did not talk frequently 
about Israel at home. Maybe he sensed 
my unresolved love of that country 
and made the decision that I could not. 
Whatever drew him there, I feel only 
pride. My son, his wife (also American 
born) and my grandson are Israelis. 

Now, when I go to visit, I am re-
minded of all that I fell in love with 
44 years ago. My kids have Shabbat 
dinner with friends, other couples like 
them who have made aliyah. I see par-
ents on playgrounds with their children 
in the early evening. And there are peo-
ple walking on streets at all times of the 
day. Israel is still the close-knit Jewish 
neighborhood where I feel so much at 
home. I don’t know what moved my 
son to make aliyah but his decision re-
opened an inner struggle that I thought 
was resolved years ago. 

My work as a rabbi in America is 
to open as many Jewish doors for as 
many people as I can. If I can share my 
love of Israel with my congregants, that 
will be good enough. For right now. 
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

FineMark National Bank & Trust is proud to 
consistently earn a 5-star rating from Bauer Financial, 
the nation’s leading independent bank rating � rm*. We 
attribute our success to the meaningful relationships we 
build with our clients. � e better we know you, the better 
we can serve you.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •  Charleston  •  Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
239-461-5900  •  www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5. 
Trust and Investment Services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.

paganda,” and urged that the UN disas-
sociate itself from it, which, to his credit, 
UN Secretary-General Guterres did. 

And when the UN Human Rights 
Council met in Geneva earlier this week 
to take up issues under notorious agenda 
item #7, Ambassador Haley declared, 
echoing past U.S. policy but hinting at 
a possibly more aggressive stance: “The 
United States will not participate in 
discussions under Agenda Item 7 at the 
Human Rights Council in Geneva, other 
than to vote against the outrageous, one-
sided, anti-Israel resolutions.” 

Ambassador Haley, you have quick-
ly established yourself as a courageous 
and unbending voice of principle in a 
setting where the word is more often 
observed in the breach than as a matter 
of course by some member states. 

May your efforts lead to the changes 
still needed if the UN is to become the 
world body that President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt envisioned when he first lent 
his support to the noble idea. 

Bravo, Ambassador Haley!

COMMENTARY BRIEFS
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A Passover postscript: My 
quarrel with the Haggadah

The anchor of Jewish time

n Rabbi 
    Myra 
    Soifer

Judaism teaches us to be attached 
to holiness in time; to learn how 
to consecrate sanctuaries that 

emerge from the magnificent stream of 
a year. (Abraham Joshua Heschel)

Heschel is hardly the first to ob-
serve Judaism’s propensity for sanc-

tifying time. As a 
people who were of-
ten without place, or 
moving from place 
to place, or only so-
journing in a place...
perhaps we had no 
choice. Place was too 
tenuous. Time could 
be counted upon. 
And time is clearly 

the gift of an Almighty deity. Voila…
time became our unit of the sacred! 
Once a week, there is Shabbat. The 
moons mark our festivals. And those 
festivals return, year in and year out.

As much as Judaism has long been 
the timepiece of my life, this sanctity of 
time became all the more crucial to me 
when I first joined the ranks of South-
west Florida snowbirds, some three-
plus years ago. I haven’t seen a winter 
in four years, and I commented to a 
friend “back North” (ok, really “back 
West” in Reno) that I was very often 
seasonally confused. Never mind, that 

it was December. I kept referring to 
“summer,” as the sun shone brightly on 
my ever-tanning skin.

That friend – who coincidentally 
came from Southwest Florida – com-
miserated. “I know what you mean. 
Lucky for you, you’re Jewish. You’ve 
got a religion that anchors you in time.”

Indeed. No matter how turned 
around I may become, no matter where 
my sojournings, Judaism orients me. 

For the past three-and-a-half sea-
sons, I’ve driven my RV from Reno 
to Sanibel for the privilege of serving 
as Bat Yam’s “snowbird rabbi.” I’ve 
sojourned among many of you on our 
beautiful barrier islands and across the 
causeway in Fort Myers. It’s been my 
pleasure to have met you all, whether 
only briefly or more deeply.

Jewish time will mark my next ad-
venture as – just about on Rosh HaSha-
nah! I’ll be heading to Rwanda with 
the Peace Corps. I’ll have to figure 
out Jewish time in a whole new hemi-
sphere! But no matter that challenge, 
our calendar will ground me, and 
memories of Southwest Florida will 
bring a smile of gratitude.

This has been an awesome sojourn. 
Thank you and blessings.
Rabbi Myra Soifer serves at Bat Yam 
Temple of the Islands on Sanibel Island.

There are so many different ver-
sions of the Haggadah now 
available that it is totally confus-

ing. But as a child there was no prob-
lem. Every year, we all used the free 
Maxwell House Coffee version, usu-

ally wine-stained. 
Zeyda presided, so 
there was no ques-
tion that it was Ko-
sher for Pesach. But 
since then, there is a 
debate.

One group is 
preoccupied by time. 
So the 60-minute 
Seder has been chal-

lenged by the 30-minute version. Rest-
less, fidgety and bored children are 
now pacified by cartoon favorites like 
Dr. Suess. (I did not know he was Jew-
ish.)

Now my concerns, hopefully, are 
more substantive and follow the focus 
of an excellent recent book, A Night of 
Questions. My misgivings are, in fact, 
accompanied by a set of questions. The 
first has to do with the appearance, or 
more accurately, the disappearance of 
Moses from the story. Where is he? 
More to the point, why is he so con-
spicuously absent? But it was not al-
ways so. In a number of earlier Hag-
gadahs, Moses appears at least once; 

in a few others twice. Yet clearly his 
presence or absence is pivotal and in-
tentional.

An instructive way to begin is with 
a quick comparison between Purim and 
Passover. In the former, God is com-
pletely absent, in the latter totally om-
ni-present. Why? Because not only are 
the stakes higher but also the stage and 
the levels of the players. This is nothing 
less than a divine conflict between two 
gods – Pharaoh the Sun God and the 
God of the Jews – between he bond-
age of obedience and the free choice of 
freedom. The prize? The Jewish people 
invested and worthy of choice, and a 
God who proclaimed, “I brought you 
out of Egypt to be your God.” 

Nothing, even Moses, should 
cloud, deflect or compete with the 
magnificent simplicity of such a divine 
preference and love for His people. 
Passover not only celebrates God’s un-
contested victory, but also concludes 
with a unique mutual creation story 
which redeems the original one and 
sets both Jews and their God on a new 
way of reenacting the story of Passover 
with new insights and God’s compas-
sionate interventions on our behalf – 
especially in Jerusalem!
Rabbi Devora Buchen serves at Temple 
Beth Shalom in Cape Coral.

n Rabbi 
    Devora 
    Buchen

n Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

Connecting with Israel
Rabbi Abba used to kiss the 

cliffs of Akko [in Israel]. Rabbi 
Chanina used to repair pot-

holes in its roads…And Rabbi Chiya 
ben Gamda would roll around in its 
dust, in fulfillment of the verse ‘Your 

servants take delight 
in its stones and cher-
ish its dust’ (Psalm 
102:15). – Talmud, 
Ketubot 112a-112b

As we prepare 
this month to cel-
ebrate Yom Ha’Atz-
maut, Israel Indepen-
dence Day, I do not 
expect anyone to roll 

around in the dust of Israel like Rabbi 
Chiya ben Gamda. But in the above 
vignettes, our Talmudic sages express 
their love for Israel through physical 
engagement with the land. 

From the rabbis of the Talmud to 
the early Zionists, supporters of the 
land of Israel worked the soil, bathed 
in the Jordan River, and hiked in the 
Negev desert. An Israeli folk song, 
“Zum Gali Gali,” from the time of the 
birth of the State of Israel, states that 
the pioneer is meant for work and work 
is meant for the pioneer. To support  
Israel, to love Israel, to engage with  
Israel meant to work the land. 

So how do we Jews in the Dias-

pora connect with Israel? Certainly our 
prayers mention the land of Israel, we 
learn about Israel through our sacred 
texts, and we keep up with the news. 
But how do we engage with the land 
itself? What is our modern-day equiva-
lent of kissing the cliffs, repairing pot-
holes or rolling in dust? First I would of 
course encourage everyone to visit Is-
rael. Nothing compares to being there. 
But until your next trip, here are three 
Israeli organizations worth checking 
out that are doing innovative and im-
portant work regarding the physical 
land and environment of Israel: 

 Î Kibbutz Lotan (in Lotan, Israel, 
30 miles from Eilat): kibbutzlotan.
com – a Reform Eco-Jewish com-
munity committed to environmen-
tal protection in Israel

 Î Society for the Protection of Nature 
in Israel: natureisrael.org – Israel’s 
oldest environmental organization

 Î Biblical Museum of Natural Histo-
ry (in Beit Shemesh, Israel): bibli-
calnaturalhistory.org – zoo, natural 
history museum, and Torah educa-
tion center
May our explorations of Israel, 

even from afar, bring us closer to eretz 
zavat chalav u’dvash – the land flow-
ing with milk and honey.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.Earn CAS Credits

The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested,  
please send the  
following information to  
LeniBSack@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

Center for Judaic, Holocaust,  
and Genocide Studies

Dedicated to educating all sectors of society about  
Jewish civilization, the Holocaust, and genocide through:
• scholarship
• outreach
• inquiry
• sharing knowledge
• preserving the record
• helping teachers
• encouraging students

Visit www.fgcu.edu/hc/
Dr. Paul Bartrop, Director
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TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Liz Singer,
Director of Congregational Learning
Students in grades 3 and 4 led Temple 
Judea’s hugely popular musical Shab-
bat on March 31. They did a great job 
in leading the congregation, particu-
larly with their rendition of Leonard 
Cohen’s “Hallelujah/Lecha Dodi.” 
Students also provided percussion for 
“Tov L’Hodot,” and helped with “Mi 
Chamocha” and “Shema.” They taught 
the congregation about some of the 
things they have been learning in class, 
such as their favorite prayers and holi-
days.

The following Sunday, the Reli-
gious School students indulged in a 
Chocolate Seder. An ice cream drum-
stick replaced the shank bone, sour 
gummy worms replaced maror, and we 
made charoset out of pudding, choco-
late chips and marshmallows. The kids 
read through the entire Seder and were 
emphatic about drinking all four cups 
of chocolate milk.

We have our Final Friday Musical 
Shabbat on April 28 and we are having 
a class Shabbat for the 5th and 6th grade 
on May 5. We will be having dinner 
the evening of May 5. If you are inter-
ested in joining us, RSVP to Leslie at 
239.433.0201 or tjswfl@gmail.com by 
May 3. The cost is $10 for adults and 
$7 for kids.

Temple Judea Preschool
Joann Goldman, Director
I would like to thank the community 
and all of our parents for their support. 
Your dedication to our preschool is tru-
ly appreciated. This year has been an 
exciting one. We have had the pleasure 
of watching your children grow and 
develop in so many areas. The children 
have learned to work together and com-
municate with each other in a positive 

manner. For many this 
was their first introduc-
tion to a school setting. 
We hope they have had a 

wonderful learning experience. 
Thank you for allowing us to be 

a part of their lives. We have truly en-
joyed them.

We would like to congratulate the 
parents of our graduates. We hope that 
your children will cherish the memo-
ries we have created together, and that 
happiness follows them through their 
lives. I can’t believe it is time to say 
goodbye, but goodbye seems so final. 
We are choosing to say we will see 
each other again in the future. We will 
miss you!
Summer Camp at Temple Judea: 
June 5 - July 28 
Temple Judea Preschool Camp begins 
June 5. There is nothing like the energy 
of summer camp. The excitement and 
delight that summer camp offers is an 
experience that all preschoolers need. 
Children look forward to the change 
in routine from preschool to camp. 
Children will enjoy a wide variety of 
indoor and outdoor activities while 
learning new skills, working coop-
eratively with others, and engaging in 
creative outdoor play. Our caring staff 
ensures individual attention, maximum 
participation and success for each 
camper. Best of all, each day at camp is 
filled with summer fun! Your child will 
be inspired to explore, create, play and 
socialize during our weekly themes. 
Children will participate in fun move-
ment games and musical exploration 
while learning cooperation. We will 
have weekly visitors performing for 
our campers.
Preschool Registration
Please call 239.482.1121 to learn more 
about the many programs we offer at 
Temple Judea Preschool. We accept 
children ages 18 months to 5 years of 
age. Preschool begins August 7. We 
have limited space available.

SIGN UP TODAY!   
Enrollment is open to families raising Jewish children  
between the ages of six months to eight years  

living in Lee & Charlotte counties. 
 

 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at 
www.pjlibrary.org 

For more information, contact Leni Sack at  
lenibsack@jfedlcc.org or 239.481.4449 x3 

 

SHARE the experience of 
reading with your children 

as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

Funded in Lee & Charlotte 
Counties by the Roth  

Family Foundation and the 
Asher Family Foundation . 

TEMPLE BETH EL SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Beth El Religious School
Dale M. Cohen, R.J.E., MA, Educ.
Religious School Director
Dear Parents of the Religious School,
It is hard to believe but we are already 
in our final month of religious school 
for this year. We have so many won-
derful programs planned right up until 
the end of the year!
These are our programs for May:
• On Wednesday, May 3, during re-

ligious school, we will be having 
a ‘special treat.” Rabbi Shalom 
Hammer (from Israel) will be visit-
ing us and speaking to our students 
about Israel. He is a motivational 
speaker for the Israel Defense 
Forces and currently writes for the 
Jerusalem Post. Rabbi Hammer 
will be a wonderful speaker for 
our students as he is engaging and 
charismatic in his delivery. This is 
another excellent learning oppor-
tunity for our students.

• On Sunday, May 7 we will be 
honoring our teachers, assistants 
and volunteers during a special 
assembly to be held at 11:30 a.m. 
We invite all parents to come back 
as we honor our staff at this time. 
Regular religious school will begin 
at 9:30 a.m.

• Saturday, May 13 will be our final 
Junior congregation of the year. 
This program is tailored for stu-
dents in grades 4-7 to introduce 
the Saturday morning liturgy. It is 
a wonderful way for our students 
to learn the prayers and blessings, 
in preparation for their Bar and Bat 

Mitzvahs.
• On Sunday, May 14 
there will not be school 
in honor of Mother’s 

Day. Please remember to treat your 
mothers with all the love and re-
spect they deserve!

• On Friday, May 19 we will have 
a special Confirmation Service at 
7:30 p.m. During this service, we 
will be honoring our 9th grade Con-
firmands. We are so proud of them 
and the commitment and dedica-
tion they have shown to their Juda-
ism. Mazel Tov! Remember, this is 
just the beginning! “Hebrew Chai” 
will be coming to Temple Beth El 
for our students in grades 10-12. 
There will be more information to 
follow.

• Sunday, May 21 will be our last 
day of religious school. We will 
enjoy a wonderful off-site celebra-
tion at Zoomers. Please stay tuned 
for all the details. It will be an awe-
some way to end the year!

• On Saturday, May 27, Jake Ben-
benisty will be called to the Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah. I am so proud of 
Jake and his accomplishments. We 
wish him and his family much hap-
piness from this most auspicious 
day.
It has been a spectacular year at 

Temple Beth El Religious School and I 
am so thankful to my incredible staff of 
volunteers, assistants and employees. 
We are truly just like a close-knit fam-
ily. I would like to wish Elana Beame 
and Ranata Goodman the best of luck 
as they move on to their future endeav-
ors. We will miss them, and wish them 
much naches and mazel.

FOCUS ON YOUTH

Connecting with Israel

Sign up for the Federation’s weekly e-blasts. 
Send an email to lenibsack@jfedlcc.org.



20 L' CHAY IM MAY 20 1 7 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties ORGANIZATIONS

JEWISH WAR VETERANS
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400

(239) 246-3151
Eryka Aptaker
A wonderful and informative meeting 
took place on March 26. Thank you to 
Bert Kurland for filling in as our Chap-
lain. Our Commander Harvey Charter 
reported back on his successful visit to 
the Post in Sarasota. It was a wonderful 
and productive visit. 

Our guest speaker was (ret) Gen-
eral Michael Goldstein. I have never 
seen our members as quiet as they were 
through this speaker’s presentation. 
Here are the highlights: 

The National Guard State Partner-

ship Program (NG SSP) 
links U.S. states with 
partner countries around 
the world for the purpose 
of supporting security co-

operation. Many of the proposed tasks 
were accomplished through the use of 
Joint Contact Teams (JCT). General 
Goldstein was serving in the Vermont 
Army National Guard and was part of 
a JCT to interface with the Republic 
of Macedonia, the country with whom 
Vermont is partnered. He deployed 
with his colleagues in March 1996 and 
told his interpreter that he did not eat 
pork. She asked if he was Jewish and 
told him of an event being held by the 
Jewish community in Skopje, Macedo-
nia, which he attended. She took three 

of them to the event which commemo-
rated the day all the Jews were rounded 
up by Bulgarian Fascists under super-
vision of the Nazis. It was explained to 
them that on March 11, 1941, all the 
Jews were rounded up and brought to a 
tobacco factory in Skopje. From there, 
they were shipped in three train loads, 
departing March 22, 25 and 29 to Treb-
linka, where they were all immediately 
gassed. 

General Goldstein soon became 
friends with several of the community 
leaders and has been invited back for 
the yearly commemoration ever since. 
He and his wife attended on March 11, 
2000. At the same time, the first syna-
gogue built in Europe since the Ho-
locaust was dedicated. General Gold-
stein was honored with the first aliyah. 
In 2005, he was invited to attend the 
groundbreaking ceremony for a Holo-
caust Museum which was completed in 
2011 and had also attended the official 
opening of that on March 11, 2011. The 
money was supplied by the govern-
ment of Macedonia as compensation 
for property taken from Jews who no 
longer have heirs. 

Thank you General Goldstein for 
the fascinating and informative presen-
tation! 

Several other announcements/hap-
penings: At our next meeting, we will 
hold our election of officers with instal-
lations being held at our May meeting. 

ZIONIST ORG. of AMERICA 
Southwest Florida Chapter

(239) 597-0855
Jerrold L. Sobel
There was a time not so long ago when 
people scoffed at the idea of Jews liv-
ing in Southwest Florida. Today we are 
fortunate to live in a thriving Jewish 
community supported by many Jewish 
organizations under the umbrella of the 
Jewish Federation of Collier County. 
Whether Hadassah, the Israel Advo-
cacy Committee or a myriad of other 
groups, our community is exposed to 
presentations and films germane to 
Jewish interests. In preparing for these 
highly educational and entertaining 

programs we sometimes 
tend to neglect inform-
ing our audiences who 
we are and what we stand 
for on issues relating to 

Israel and Judaism as a whole.
In brief background: The Nation-

al Zionist Organization of America 
(ZOA) is the oldest pro-Israel organi-
zation in the United States. With of-
fices around the country and in Israel, 
the ZOA is dedicated to educating the 
public, elected officials, media and 
college/high school students about 
the truth of the ongoing and relentless 
Arab war against Israel.

As a recognized Chapter, the ZOA 
of Southwest Florida, adheres to, re-
spects and supports the following poli-

cies of the National Organization:
1) To continue to foster and 

strengthen the concept of Jewish re-
naissance through the rebirth of Israel 
as a nation in its ancient homeland.

2) To educate the public about 
threats to Israel, fight anti-Semitism 
through any and all lawful means, and 
strive for the survival of Judaism wher-
ever Jews may be, particularly in the 
United States of America.

3) To aid in the further develop-
ment of the State of Israel as the home 
of the Jewish people and the spiritual 
and cultural center of Jewish life.

4) To foster among its members, 
and particularly among Jewish youth, 
the objectives and ideals of Judaism, 
through a program of education, and 

On May 3 at 6:30 p.m., we will partici-
pate at the JROTC Awards Ceremony 
to be held at Suncoast Credit Union 
Arena. On May 5 at 7:30 p.m. we will 
attend a service at Shalom Life Center 
for Israel Independence Day. 

The Scholarship Committee for the 
Herb Schwartz Memorial Scholarship 
was selected. The amount of the schol-
arship has been set to $500. We are ac-
tively seeking scholarship candidates. 
The criteria and process for the schol-
arship is as follows: The Post annually 
awards to one deserving high school 
senior or student presently attending 
a college or university. To qualify, the 
applicant must be a Jewish student 
from the Lee/Charlotte community. 
The scholarship will be awarded to a 
student with good grades and a finan-
cial need. The Post committee will 
pick the scholarship winner. To qualify, 
please send a copy of grades and a let-
ter expressing achievements and need 
to Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400 JWV, 
c/o Harvey Charter, 11024 Lakeland 
Cir., Fort Myers, FL 33913. This must 
be received no later than June 1. The 
scholarship will be awarded shortly  
afterwards. 

Our next meeting will be on Sun-
day April 30 at 9:30 a.m. at the Jew-
ish Federation offices. We are actively 
seeking new members. Come join us 
for breakfast and make new friends. 

HAZAK 55+ CHAPTER 
at Temple Judea

(239) 433-0201
On Sunday, May 21 at 4:00 p.m. join 
HAZAK to see the special movie Holes 
in My Shoes at Temple Judea. The film 
is an amazing portrait of a very special 
man, Jack Beers, who grew up in ex-
treme poverty in the Lower East Side 
of New York City. Snacks and soft 
drinks will be served at a low cost of 
$3 for HAZAK members and $5 for 
nonmembers. The program is open to 
the community. The group will have 
dinner after the film at Sweet Tomatoes 
on US 41 in Fort Myers. For additional 
information and to RSVP, call Shirley 
Schiffman at 239.395.0135.

Join HAZAK and meet new 
friends. Temple Judea’s HAZAK 55+ 

Chapter is for singles or 
couples. It is an orga-
nization formed by the 
United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism to 

enable members to meet and social-
ize with each other. Temple Judea’s 
active HAZAK Chapter is a chartered 
member of the USCJ. Dues are a mod-
est $5 per year per person. Member-
ship in the organization is open to 
the community and we welcome new 
members. For additional information, 
please call George or Joyce Rosinger at 
239.437.1566, or Bunny or Matt Law-
rence at 239.245.7708.

to strengthen the spiritual unity of the 
Jewish people.

5) To build a bridge of understand-
ing between the Jewish people of the 
United States and the Jewish people in 
other countries, especially in Israel.

6) To gather and spread informa-
tion among its members and the public 
at large, with respect to happenings and 
events that may affect Israel and the 
Jewish people.

7) To foster and encourage among 
its members an abiding appreciation 
for the democratic way of life in the 
United States of America and the ide-
als upon which it is grounded.

8) To oppose all efforts of imposi-
tion of a two-state solution on the State 
of Israel.

Banner presented to General 
Goldstein after being honored  

with the first aliyah at  
a synagogue in MacedoniaGeneral Michael Goldstein speaks to the Post members

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
Denying the undeniable
Marina Berkovich
Jews in all corners of the Earth have 
been striving to reestablish what was 
so cruelly taken away and destroyed 
in WWII. The State of Israel and unity 
under the auspice of The Jewish Fed-
erations of North America give most 
of us an extra edge of strength to car-
ry on, in part, for those whose voices 
were brutally silenced. Yet many other 
voices were being silenced in many 
countries since the end of that war, al-
beit by not so bloody a measure, but 
with permanent damage to those who 
were kept silent.

Some of the early Southwest Flor-
ida Jewish settlers arrived to the area 
before there were any traces of a Jewish 
community. They have shared with us, 
sometimes unwillingly or unwittingly, 
just how harsh the reality of being the 
only Jew was to them. I will keep my 
three Naples sources anonymous and 
will not unmask them, because they 
still want to hide and remove the mask 
only if and when they feel like it. A uni-
fying thread between these witnesses is 
that they had to pretend they were non-
Jews, because they were told – yes, 
told – in no uncertain terms that Jews 
are not and will not ever be welcome to 
Naples, even for vacation. 

Source #1 claims to have a pho-
tograph of a real estate agency in the 
1960s that had a window sign to that 

effect. Source #2 has 
a last name that is un-
mistakably Jewish, like 
Goldstein or Schwartz, 
yet insists that beginning 

with the 1970s, the family was able to 
hide their Jewish identity by success-
fully telling everyone they were Italian. 
I’m told by non-Jews, they deceived no 
one.

Source #3 has pretended to be a 
Gentile for so long, she sounds like an 
anti-Semite, or maybe she’s overact-
ing? Known as a successful, if quite 
ruthless, local businesswoman, she 
chastised me for establishing the Jew-
ish Historical Society. “Do you see oth-
ers calling theirs a Christian Historical 
Society? You are the ones who bring 
hatred into this world with your Jewish 
greed inside your Jewish churches,” 
she decried angrily. “And why do you 
need pictures in this brochure? Why 
do you want everyone to see who the 
Jews are? That’s how you start divid-
ing people. You all need to learn to 
love people.” Completely missing the 
point of our conversation, she denied 
the importance of collecting and pro-
tecting the information about the Jew-
ish contribution to this region, where 
she’s lived and prospered for several 
decades. 

She continued ranting, eventually 
admitting the deep guilt she feels for 
whatever she was “forced to do” to 
succeed here. Then, in the next wave, 
she called the Jews a spectrum of de-
rogatory names, rounding off with, “I 
want nothing to do with them, but I’m 
glad I have a Jewish brain. I used it 

very well deceiving everyone. And still 
do! That works for me.”

Every interviewee’s perspective is 
essential to gaining the full picture of 
what life was really like for the early 
Jews of Southwest Florida. I send dai-
ly blessings and wishes of excellent 
health and longevity to my three won-
derful sources. Collier County’s 10,000 
strong and growing Jewish community 
will remember you.

Please reserve January 21, 2018, 
for a very special annual event.

To learn more, visit the Virtual 
Museum of Southwest Jewish History 
at www.jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.
org. 

Our Mission
Collecting, protecting and preserving 
Jewish history to celebrate the contri-
bution by Jews in Southwest Florida 
every day of every year is part of our 
mission.

Become a member of JHSSWF, a 
sponsor, business associate, volunteer 
and/or donor. Contact us at:
The Jewish Historical Society
of Southwest Florida
899 Vanderbilt Beach Road, Suite 116, 
Naples FL 34108
239-566-1771 ~ www.jhsswf.org

The Jewish Historical Society of 
Southwest Florida is a section 501(c)
(3) charitable organization. 

What do you think?
Need to reach the editor of 

L’CHAYIM? Send an email  
to LChayim36@gmail.com.
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Chapter is for singles or 
couples. It is an orga-
nization formed by the 
United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism to 

enable members to meet and social-
ize with each other. Temple Judea’s 
active HAZAK Chapter is a chartered 
member of the USCJ. Dues are a mod-
est $5 per year per person. Member-
ship in the organization is open to 
the community and we welcome new 
members. For additional information, 
please call George or Joyce Rosinger at 
239.437.1566, or Bunny or Matt Law-
rence at 239.245.7708.

HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(239) 370-6220
Karen Cohn
Hadassah has always been a fundrais-
ing organization for projects in Israel. 
For the last few years it has been rais-
ing money for the Sarah Wetsman Da-
vidson Tower in which is located one 
of the best research departments in the 
world, studying many areas of medi-
cine.

I just read an article about the 
surgical department’s operating room 

nurses. They are dedi-
cated professionals who 
work long hours. Some-
times that means family 
plans get put on hold. To 

help their children understand the im-
portant work they do at the hospital, 
they organized an outing for their chil-
dren. Last Hanukkah they organized a 
visiting day for the 46 children of the 
staff. These VIP guests visited the op-
erating suites five floors underground 
from the first floor of the Tower. They 
suited up in surgical gowns and toured 
the high-tech operating rooms. Since 
this was such a huge success, they plan 

to make it a Hanukkah tradition. The 
surgeons heard about what they did 
and are now making plans for their 
children to participate. Kudos for these 
dedicated doctors and nurses who save 
lives day in and day out and probably 
never see their patients again. Their 
children now have a greater apprecia-
tion of their parents’ jobs.

Through the Hadassah Medical 
Organization (HMO), its two hospitals, 
the world-renowned Trauma Center 
and its leading research facility located 
in Jerusalem, people are served without 
regard to race, religion or nationality.

Our local Hadassah Chapter had a 

wonderful end-of-year lunch with Mi-
cheal Korb, the former Senior Editor 
of Gulfshore Life magazine and syn-
dicated columnist for Tribune Media 
Services. He talked about all the things 
he did and had us all laughing. Thank 
you Elyse Morande for all your work 
in setting this up.

This month our board is working 
hard at getting our dates and programs 
ready for next season. Also, Lynn 
Weiner, chairperson for the nomination 
committee, is full speed ahead in filling 
open spots on our board. If anyone is 
interested, email Lynn at lynninaples@
yahoo.com.

HUMANISTIC JEWISH HAVURAH
of Southwest Florida

(239) 495-8484
Walk on Water – let’s go to the movies
Paula Creed
An award-winning Israeli film will be 
on the program for the Sunday, May 
14 meeting of the Humanistic Jewish 
Havurah of Southwest Florida. We’ll 
gather at 1:30 p.m. for “coffee ’n chat” 
before the film starts at 2:00 p.m. sharp. 

The event takes place in the Fed-
eration’s David G. Willens Community 
Room, 2500 Vanderbilt Beach Road, 
Suite 2201, Naples. Contact Dena 
Sklaroff to make your reservation at 
denas27@aol.com or 239.591.0101.

Walk on Water is about Eyal, an 
Israeli intelligence agent, a member of 
the Mossad who performs the duties of 
a detective, and a professional killer. 
He is assigned to act as a tour guide for 
a young German man who is visiting 
his sister in an Israeli kibbutz. The Ger-

man siblings’ grandfather 
was a Nazi believed to 
have escaped to Argen-
tina, and the Mossad is 
trying to track him down 

to kill him.
American film critic Daniel Garrett 

writes: “Walk on Water is a film that of-
fers pleasure and insight, including the 
pleasure of insight, as it explores fam-
ily, politics – the relationship between 
Germans and Israeli Jews, and the pos-
sibilities for friendship, love and sex. 
Its characters are made believable by 
their moods and their thoughts, wheth-
er it is cheer or bitterness that they feel. 
What does the present owe the past, 
and how much must the personal yield 
to the political? How can honesty and 
hope coexist? Walk on Water offers im-
ages of Istanbul, Israel and Germany 
that alone make the film worth seeing. 
More than seventy locations in Israel 
and Germany were filmed in less than 
a month.”

“Walking on water” brings up an 

apparition of Jesus walking on wa-
ter. This tale has become a metaphor 
when referring to an impossible task. 
The phrase is widely used to refer to 
the performance of extraordinary un-
dertakings, as in the titles of books that 
aim to show individuals how to break 
through their personal limitations and 
achieve dramatic success.

From a scientific perspective, 
an act of walking on water would be 
anomalous because it doesn’t fit with 
what we know to be possible. In the 
film, when Eyal and the young German 
are near the Sea of Galilee, the young 
German walks on the edge of a log 
over and into the water. Eyal tells him 
that he can’t actually walk on water, 
and the German replies that he thinks if 
someone is pure enough and practices 
enough he can walk on water, a child-
like thought. At the end of the film this 
thought is revisited.

Our ethics are rarely descriptions 
of what we are. More often they are 
proscriptions against what we might 

become – and they call us back after 
we have strayed, providing direction. 

From the beginning of human self-
awareness, men and women have been 
struggling with the question, “How 
should I behave?” When it comes to 
human behavior, we tend to be very 
judgmental. We have a whole set of 
encouraging words to support certain 
behavior – “right,” “fair,” just” “mor-
al.” We have a whole set of intimidat-
ing words to condemn other behavior 
– “wrong,” “unfair,” “unjust” “immor-
al.”

Faith handles ought as easily as it 
handles is, while humanist thought on 
is and ought is complicated. The ten-
sion between reality and desire is often 
far apart. The world does not always 
correspond to the world we want. Val-
ues are different from facts, but both 
are judged. Some are good. Some are 
bad. Some are right. Some are wrong.

A discussion following the film 
will provide ample opportunity to con-
sider these questions. 

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 963-9347
“Thank you”
Ida Margolis
Recently, the Collier-Lee Chapter of 
Hadassah Non-Fiction Book Club 
discussed the book Words That Hurt, 
Words that Heal by Rabbi Joseph 
Telushkin. In this short book with the 
subtitle How to Choose Words Wisely 
and Well, Telushkin, through examples 
and anecdotes, explains the harm in 
spreading gossip, rumors or others’ 
secrets, and how unfair anger, exces-
sive criticism or lying undermine true 
communication. While the majority of 
this book explains the damage words 
can cause, there is a short but power-
ful section about using words well and 
phrases that should be used more of-
ten. During the book discussion, our 
group agreed that while most people 
have difficulty refraining from nega-
tive speech, it should not be too diffi-

cult to remember to use 
statements that express 
caring, love and grati-
tude. True that it should 
not be too difficult, but 

often people may simply forget. One of 
the phrases Telushkin says to use more 
often is “Thank You.” 

Anyone who has been in charge of 
an event or chaired a committee knows 
that things rarely get done without the 
help of many, many people. And while 
a chair may thank those people, when 
thinking about all that they have done, 
additional gratitude should often be of-
fered. At award shows, the recipient 
often has such a long list of people to 
thank, that he or she gets “led” off the 
stage with music. Often the prize win-
ner, before beginning, adds that he or 
she hopes that no one has been forgot-
ten, and wants to be forgiven for any 
oversight. Hopefully, the person some-
one has forgotten can forgive the omis-
sion when the thank yous are given, be-
cause if that were not the case, people 
would often be hesitant to give thanks. 

As the GenShoah 2016-17 pro-
graming season is drawing to a close, I 
would like to begin to thank those who 
worked in so many ways to help make 
programs happen. My thank yous in-
clude: Amy Snyder, Executive Director 
of the Holocaust Museum, who gave 
her support to GenShoah programs in 
so many ways; Steve Brazina, Program 
Chair of GenShoah, who spent count-
less hours previewing films and negoti-
ating to get the pubic performance rights 
for the films; Joan Hogan, who designs 
and sends out the monthly GenShoah 
enewsletters; Shelley Lieb, who leads 
book discussions, helps get GenShoah 
SWFL information posted on the Gen-
Shoah International website, and other 
assistance; Marina Berkovich, Steen 
Metz, Jonathan Brent, Shirley Besikoff 
and all speakers at our programs; Ted  
Epstein, for the great job he does 
monthly with L’CHAYIM, which al-
lows GenShoah to publicize its events;  
Yvonne Holtzman, for hosting the 
pot luck dinner; Beth Tikvah, Temple 
Shalom, the Naples Italian American 

Foundation, along with the Holocaust 
Museum, for providing a venue for 
GenShoah programs; all volunteers at 
programs; Bonnie Stein, who helped 
set up the GenShoah trip to the Florida 
Holocaust Museum in St. Petersburg; 
Jeff Margolis, who helped host guest 
speakers and deliver materials to ven-
ues; those who made donations to help 
defray the cost of the programs; those 
who gave input in determining pro-
grams and sent positive emails; those 
who supported and attended programs.

While expressing my gratitude to 
the individuals above (so sorry if I for-
got anyone), I must express gratitude 
to those in our community who have 
supported the Holocaust Museum and 
its mission, and to the survivors in our 
community who have shared their im-
portant stories. 

If you would like information 
about GenShoah SWFL or to receive 
our monthly enewsletter, please email 
me at genshoahswfl@icloud.com. 

SHALOM LIFE CENTER 
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
The home of hope
Lawrence & Robin Dermer
One of the most incredible moments in 
our history is when Moses sees God in 
the burning bush and asks what name 
should be used when people ask him 
who He is. God answers with these 
words from the Tanach: Ehyeh asher 
Ehyeh.

Some translations interpret this 
as, ‘I am what I am’ or ‘I am the One 
who is.’ These do not really represent 
the literal meaning, which is, ‘I will be 
what I will be.’ The Jewish idea of God 
is not only what is past or present but 
what can be in the future. Herein lies 
the very core of our anthem, the idea 
of hope. Hope in the face of adversity 
is what makes us so unique. Hope is 
what sustains us throughout the centu-

ries. As Jews we hope for 
an age of peace when we 
say, “Lo Yisa Goi – na-
tion will not lift up sword 
against nation.”

Our Jewish beliefs are the founda-
tions of Western civilization. We be-
lieve in human freedom but we’re still 
living in a world where not every nation 
shares this belief. We have our share of 
challenges in the 21st century and must 
find new ways to combat the new anti-
Semitism and the mask it hides behind 
in the growing delegitimation of Israel. 
With hope, faith and innovation, the 
nation of Israel continues to grow and 
flourish and shine the light of freedom 
in a very dark neighborhood.

It’s no coincidence that so many 
of us are dedicated to fighting pov-
erty, disease and injustice. After the 
Holocaust we didn’t focus on revenge. 
We looked to the future returning to 
our home where our national anthem 
is Hatikvah, ‘the hope.’ Even with so 

much opposition to our presence in the 
Middle East we stood for freedom in 
an area of the globe where these ide-
als are severely lacking. Today Israel is 
still the only free society in the Middle 
East.

To be Jewish is to maintain hope 
in a world that is desperately in need 
of repair. Every mitzvah, prayer, act of 
charity, and deed of loving kindness 
brings more hope to humanity. Judaism 
is the struggle between the world that 
is and the world that could be. Judaism 
is our tradition, and Israel is our home, 
the home of hope.

We invite the entire community 
to join us at Shalom Life Center for a 
Shabbat in celebration of our home of 
hope, Israel, on Friday, May 5 at 7:30 
p.m. We will be commemorating the 
50th anniversary of the Six-Day War 
when Jerusalem was reunified. We 
are excited to welcome members of 
the local Jewish War Veterans Post as 
well as our very special guest speaker, 

Major Alon Wald, the son of Captain 
Rami Wald z”l, who fought with the 
55th Paratroopers Brigade in Jerusalem 
during the Six-Day War, and was killed 
while leading the penetration into Am-
munition Hill. Alon was less than a 
year old when his father gave his life 
for his country. Alon served his coun-
try in Elite IDF units, the Israeli Secret 
Service (Shaba”k), and led security op-
erations in Israeli embassies and avia-
tion services around the world. 

Join us for Shabbat services ev-
ery Friday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday 
mornings for Torah study at 10:00 
a.m. From Yiddish Culture Club, Book 
Club, Men’s Group, Sisterhood, Wom-
en’s Circle, Choir and BBYO, there are 
so many ways to enhance your Jewish 
life at Shalom Life Center. Visit our 
website at www.shalomlifecenter.org 
for more information on our many 
clubs, programs and special events.

What do you think?
Need to reach the editor of 

L’CHAYIM? Send an email  
to LChayim36@gmail.com.
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TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

On Monday evenings throughout May, 
Director of Education Liz Singer con-
tinues to teach her two classes: “Mak-
ing Jewish Prayer Meaningful” and 
“Basic Hebrew Reading.” On the same 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 274-7485
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Thanks to the C.F.S. volunteers who 
did their part in making the Jewish 
Community Picnic on March 26 such 
a success, and to Federation Program 
Director Leni Sack for bringing us all 
together. A special to tip of the hat to 
C.F.S. Clown-in-Residence Lauren 
“Ziggy” Zagoren for bringing lots of 
smiles with his balloon novelties!

Deepest condolences to the family 
of Paula Maurer on her untimely pass-
ing at the end of March.

The Community Free Synagogue 
is grateful to the many volunteers and 
donors who enabled us to welcome 
over 170 participants at no charge to 
this year’s Community Free 2nd Night 
Seder on April 11. Thanks to those 
who provided the meal: Lee Pavel 
(brisket), Melinda Moore (chicken), 
Jo Ann Cristea (haroset), Gerry Fried-

man (horseradish sauce), 
Steve Starr (potatoes and 
vegetables), Rabbi Bruce 
Diamond (home-baked 
matzah), along kitchen 
helpers Lenore and Jay 
Friedland, Joan Glaser 

and Stephanie Dressman. Also thanks 
to Laurie McConville and Laurie Starr 
for the home-baked macaroons and to 
John Introcelli and Kelly Schwartz for 
the gourmet chocolate matzah cookies.

A thank you goes to all those who 
came to set the tables that afternoon 
and to rabbinical student Terri Gold-
berg for keeping track of all those who 
wished to attend. Of course, once again 
much of the organizing and shopping 
was done by indefatigable C.F.S. coor-
dinator Natalie Fulton and chief kitch-
en maven Steve Starr.

This year, the Ma’ot Hitim (mon-
ey for our Passover provisions) came 
from Dr. David Heligman of the Insti-
tute for Orthopaedic & Sports Medi-
cine, Dr. Alan Tannenbaum of Primary 
Care Associates, Donnell Sullivan and 
our always generous friends at Fort 
Myers Memorial Gardens, Dr. Larry 

Salberg of The Neurological Institute 
& Specialty Centers, and a number of 
anonymous donors. Their support en-
ables us to fulfill the great mitzvah of 
Seder hospitality to “all who need” at 
no cost to the participants in this sacred 
meal.

On Thursday, May 11, once again 
C.F.S. will be welcoming a Federation-
sponsored Senior Lunch organized by 
volunteers from the Federation. There 
is so charge for this, but please call 
Leni Sack at 239.481.4449 x3 to let 
them know you are coming.

Also on May 11, starting at 7:00 
p.m., the Federation will join us in spon-
soring the Southwest Florida premiere 
screening of There Are Jews Here, a 
new documentary about four towns 
with dwindling Jewish populations, and 
what steps are being done to preserve 
their communities. Admission and re-
freshments are free and open to all. 

You are encouraged to join us for 
a special Sabbath morning service on 
May 27 starting at 10:00 a.m., during 
which adult Hebrew students Linda 
Shuster and Nancy Schwartz will help 
conduct worship, be called to the Torah 
to read their portions, and offer special 
remarks in celebration of becoming 

B’not Mitzvah. 
The congregation deeply appre-

ciates the dedication and skill of rab-
binical student Tom Miess in prepar-
ing these women for this meaningful 
occasion, which is an outgrowth of the 
two-month intensive workshop that 
both he and Terri Goldberg conducted 
for nearly 20 adult students. A catered 
Qiddush Luncheon will be served for 
all in attendance.

On Tuesday, May 30 the syna-
gogue will welcome Shavu’ot, the Fes-
tival of Pentecost, with worship begin-
ning at 7:00 p.m. During the service, 
Rabbi Diamond will confer the “reshut 
hora’ah” (permission to serve as a 
community rabbi) upon Terri Goldberg 
and Thomas Miess, who are complet-
ing more than three years of study and 
preparation for ordination. A social 
hour will follow.

Each Friday evening at 6:30 p.m., 
The Community Free Synagogue 
serves a traditional Sabbath dinner. It 
is free and reservations are never re-
quired. At 7:30 p.m., the Sabbath is 
welcomed with prayer and song. A cof-
fee hour follows worship.

 Every Saturday morning at 9:30 
a.m., C.F.S. offers a light breakfast 
followed by a lively discussion of the 
week’s Torah portion until 11:30 a.m. 

The purpose of The Community 
Free Synagogue, led by Rabbi Bruce 
Diamond, is “Study, Worship and Be-
nevolent Acts” practiced tradition-
ally but with progressive values. The 
synagogue does not sell memberships 
or solicit funds. All of its events and 
programs, including youth and adult 
Jewish education, are open to all and 
always free. The synagogue meets at 
the Southwest Florida Masonic Center, 
10868 Metro Parkway, in South Fort 
Myers. For more information, please 
visit www.fortmyerssynagogue.com.

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

TEMPLE NEWS

This year has been an outstanding one 
at Temple Shalom. This Passover, our 
Congregational/Community Seder ex-
ceeded 120 people. It came to a point 
where we had to turn people away. 
That was sad but we simply ran out of 
space, books, etc.

This was the year that the Holo-
caust Service was formally changed to 
the Harry and Emmy Loeb Commu-
nity Holocaust Day of Remembrance 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE 
REFORM 
10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers           
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center) 
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton 
(bubbienat@juno.com) 
Music director: David Pincus 
Phone: (239) 274-7485 
E-mail: comfreesyn@gmail.com 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday        
at 6:30 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi 
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
TEMPLE JUDEA 
CONSERVATIVE 
14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Jennifer  Manekin 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Elizabeth Singer  
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 433-0201 • Fax: 433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.            
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;            
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m. 
Early childhood education: 
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative  
Judaism 
 
CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/ESTERO 
ORTHODOX 
24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood 
Centre) 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by             
a kiddush 
 

TEMPLE BETH EL 
REFORM 
16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Temple educator: Dale Cohen, Ma.Ed., R.J.E 
Preschool director: Jesyca Virnig 
President: Ellis Rabinowitz 
Phone: 433-0018 • Fax: 433-3235 
Web site: www.templebethel.com 
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study 
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday 
Religious School: 9:30 a.m.-noon Sunday 
Hebrew School: 5:00-6:30 p.m Wednesday 
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 
 
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
REFORM 
702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
Rabbi Devora Buchen 
President: Arnie Schwartz 
Phone: 772-4555 • Fax: 772-4625 
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org 
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious School: Thursday 4:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) 
 
BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS 
REFORM 
Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Myra Soifer 
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: (239) 579-0296 (Oct-May) 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantorial Soloist: Douglas Renfroe 
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Nov-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Oct) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism               
(formerly UAHC) 
 
TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE 
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS 
REFORM 
23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Carol Roark 
Phone: (941) 625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m. 
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
ORTHODOX 
204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: (941) 833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by                
a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
ORTHODOX 
5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah 
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD JEWISH CENTER  
OF CAPE CORAL 
ORTHODOX 
1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
 Shalom Life Center 
   Lawrence Dermer, Spiritual Leader - 218-3433 
• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
  Jacki Waksman - (954) 653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
  Brian Lipton - (941) 365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: (561) 988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: (941) 302-4500 
• Chevra Kadisha: 
  Gene Sipe - 841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
  Lynn Weiner - 598-1009 
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
  Odette Port - (941) 505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
  Joyce Rosinger - 437-1566 
• Humanistic Jewish Havurah: 
  Paula Creed - 495-8484 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: (800) 622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services: 481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund: (727) 536-5263 
  Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
  Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
  Nechamie Minkowicz - 822-2784 
• ORT - Gulf Beaches Chapter 
  Marina Berkovich - 566-1771 

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

Send updates and changes to the Jewish Directory 
below to loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

The Alliance for the Arts was the loca-
tion for Temple Beth El’s March Sister-
hood event. Temple member Carolyn 
Gora and Celeste Borah talked about 

Danielle (above) and Abigayl (at right) practice their 
matzah-making skills during C.F.S. Youth Education

Gerry Friedman prepares fresh horseradish sauce 
for the C.F.S. 2nd Night Seder



23 L' CHAY IM MAY 20 1 7 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

On Monday evenings throughout May, 
Director of Education Liz Singer con-
tinues to teach her two classes: “Mak-
ing Jewish Prayer Meaningful” and 
“Basic Hebrew Reading.” On the same 

evening, Rabbi Sack, 
teaches his “Introduction 
to Judaism” class.

The monthly musical 
Shabbat evening service 
will be held on Friday 
evening, May 5 at 6:30 

p.m. The lively and spiritual service 
will be led by Liz and Avi Gev, an Is-
raeli musician who taught music and 
drama at Kehilat Tzion, a conservative 
congregation in Jerusalem. Avi and his 

wife live in Fort Myers, and Temple 
Judea is excited to have them partici-
pate in synagogue life. There will be 
a dinner following services. Reserva-
tions are required for the dinner. Please 
call the synagogue office.

On Sunday morning, May 7 at 9:00 
a.m., there will be a Sunday School 
Family Breakfast. While everyone 
looks forward to the summer vacation, 
it’s been a great year for the staff and 
students of the school. 

The monthly lunchtime Torah 
Study with Rabbi Sack will be on 
Thursday, May 4 from noon to 1:00 
p.m. at the offices of Myers Brettholtz.

Congregants continue to volun-
teer at Sally’s Café, a Salvation Army-
sponsored program to feed the home-
less and those in need. To volunteer, 
call the synagogue office.

For more information about Tem-
ple Judea, please check our website or 
call the synagogue office.

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

As the season winds down and life 
takes a more leisurely pace, regular 
activities at Temple Beth Shalom con-
tinue uninterrupted during the summer 

months. Regular Friday 
night services, Saturday 
morning Torah study, 
mah jongg, Rosh Hodosh 
gatherings, and Lunch 
& Learn with the Rabbi 
will be ongoing. A sum-

mer bowling league is now forming. 
All are welcome at all activities. Call 
the temple office at 239.772.4555 or go 
to www.templebethshalomcc.org for 

times and dates.
The last few months have been 

full of activity. The Gatlin social in 
March was a huge hit and will be re-
peated next year. The Passover Seder 
was sold out. The Brotherhood picnic 
at Jaycees Park was lots of fun, and 
brunch at Jason’s Deli was delicious. 
The Sam Belkin Golf Tournament was 
a great fundraiser and a great way to  
socialize.

Temple Beth Shalom members 
love to do things together and will 
come up with outings, lunches and oth-
er activities all summer long. Just give 
us a call to join in on the next fun activ-
ity, or join us for a Friday night service 
and feel the warmth and friendship our 
members and rabbi offer. 

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

TEMPLE NEWS

Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the  

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
 lenibsack@jfedlcc.org

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(239) 579-0296
www.batyam.org

As of April 30, Rabbi Myra Soifer ends 
her relationship with Bat Yam in order 
to pursue other interests including a 
two-year commitment with the Peace 
Corps. In parting, Rabbi Soifer’s Bat 
Yam bulletin message about the 9th 
plague, as described in the Passover 
Haggadah, was offered to guide us and 
will remain relevant. She instructs us 
to mend human relationships, to ad-
dress the plight of the oppressed, and 
to overcome the darkness.

An active search is underway for 
another rabbi with all the requisite tal-
ents to follow Rabbi Soifer.

It is appropriate to acknowledge 
that she “raised the bar” for Friday 
Shabbat services and Bat Yam Adult 
educational programming. Examples 
of what Rabbi Soifer made avail-

able to congregants are: 
Thursday Torah classes 
focused on a different 
off-season portion each 
week; Schmooze with 
the Rabbi twice monthly 
for informal conversation 

in a Sanibel coffee shop; Torah reading 
in Hebrew every Friday evening dur-
ing the Shabbat service followed by the 
English translation and explanation of 
the meaning of the portion; Saturday 
Hebrew reading class using the linear 
“Chumash/Devorim” as the text; Sat-
urday morning special series of topics 
that were a blend of the religious and 
the secular that generated many ques-
tions and good discussion for partici-
pants; Tu B’Shevat Seder with fruits 
and nuts to nosh on while celebrating 
the holiday; Purim celebration in cos-
tume, rhyme and song; Passover Seder 
service engaging more than 125 par-
ticipants; year-end Memorial Service 
to allow our snowbirds to gather to rec-
ognize members lost during the year; 
annual pulpit exchange with Reverend 

John Danner at our host church; inter-
faith classes with Reverend Danner 
and a Muslim imam.

The departure of Rabbi Soifer 
coincides with the end of the active 
“high” season activities at Bat Yam. 
Saturday morning classes should start 
again on November 4.

On Sunday, May 7 at 3:00 p.m., the 
tenth annual Interfaith Convocation or-
ganized by Naples PFLAG (Parents, 
Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays) will take place at Temple Sha-
lom, 4630 Pine Ridge Road, Naples, 
followed by a reception. The event in-
cludes clergy from more than twenty 
Welcoming Houses of Worship in Lee 
and Collier Counties, including Temple 
Bat Yam. Its purpose is to unite peoples 
of all faiths and to share religious tra-
ditions meant to promote acceptance 
and belonging for LGBTQI persons 
and their families in our communities. 
It is always a very emotional program. 
It is open to all who wish to celebrate 
the gift of diversity and a vision of har-
mony.

The community Passover Seder 
held on April 10 at the newly renovated 
Sanibel Community House was a won-
derful celebration for the 125 in atten-
dance. Many thanks to Annette Pacyga 
and Sue Danford for coordinating this 
successful event.

The special Bat Yam Yom HaS-
hoah memorial service on April 21 
included guest speaker Renee Sugar, a 
Holocaust survivor and Bat Yam mem-
ber.

Barry Fulmer represented Bat Yam 
at the community-wide Yom HaShoah 
memorial service held on April 23 at 
Temple Beth El. Barry was asked to 
read some of the names of the victims 
who perished.

Friday night Shabbat Services 
will continue every week at 7:00 p.m. 
thanks to volunteer congregants. We 
look forward to having you join us at 
our meeting place, the Sanibel Con-
gregational United Church of Christ at 
2050 Periwinkle Way on Sanibel. 

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116
www.templeshalomfl.com

This year has been an outstanding one 
at Temple Shalom. This Passover, our 
Congregational/Community Seder ex-
ceeded 120 people. It came to a point 
where we had to turn people away. 
That was sad but we simply ran out of 
space, books, etc.

This was the year that the Holo-
caust Service was formally changed to 
the Harry and Emmy Loeb Commu-
nity Holocaust Day of Remembrance 

Service. It was held at 
the temple and attendees 
came from all faith back-
grounds. It was a mean-
ingful moment as we lit 
eleven candles represent-
ing the Six Million and 

Five Million. Truly a special time at 
Temple Shalom.

Our adult education concluded its 
program, “The Meaning of Prayer,” led 
by Dr. Linda Wein. The program was 
based upon the Milton Studies. Each 
session brought great knowledge of 
prayer to all who participated.

On Sunday, April 30, five individ-
ual Torah scrolls were presented to the 
temple by Max and Anita Weisglass. 

The scrolls were brought to the tem-
ple by Rabbi Mosheh Klein of Klein 
Brothers of Brooklyn, New York. Rab-
bi Klein is a scribe. Each scroll rep-
resents a book of the Torah. This was 
a special time for the Temple Shalom 
congregation.

The concluding session of “Lunch 
and Learn” with the Forward conclud-
ed on Tuesday, April 25. Many thanks 

to the Forwards Foundation for its sup-
port.

Yom Ha’Atzmaut will be observed 
on Friday, April 28. The congregation 
will be treated to a variety of sweets 
made in Israel and the singing of He-
brew songs.

For information about Temple 
Shalom, please call the temple office at 
941.625.2116. 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE 
REFORM 
10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers           
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center) 
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton 
(bubbienat@juno.com) 
Music director: David Pincus 
Phone: (239) 274-7485 
E-mail: comfreesyn@gmail.com 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday        
at 6:30 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi 
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
TEMPLE JUDEA 
CONSERVATIVE 
14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Jennifer  Manekin 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Elizabeth Singer  
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 433-0201 • Fax: 433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.            
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;            
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m. 
Early childhood education: 
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative  
Judaism 
 
CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/ESTERO 
ORTHODOX 
24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood 
Centre) 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by             
a kiddush 
 

TEMPLE BETH EL 
REFORM 
16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Temple educator: Dale Cohen, Ma.Ed., R.J.E 
Preschool director: Jesyca Virnig 
President: Ellis Rabinowitz 
Phone: 433-0018 • Fax: 433-3235 
Web site: www.templebethel.com 
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study 
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday 
Religious School: 9:30 a.m.-noon Sunday 
Hebrew School: 5:00-6:30 p.m Wednesday 
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 
 
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
REFORM 
702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
Rabbi Devora Buchen 
President: Arnie Schwartz 
Phone: 772-4555 • Fax: 772-4625 
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org 
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious School: Thursday 4:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) 
 
BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS 
REFORM 
Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Myra Soifer 
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: (239) 579-0296 (Oct-May) 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantorial Soloist: Douglas Renfroe 
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Nov-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Oct) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism               
(formerly UAHC) 
 
TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE 
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS 
REFORM 
23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Carol Roark 
Phone: (941) 625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m. 
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
ORTHODOX 
204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: (941) 833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by                
a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
ORTHODOX 
5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah 
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD JEWISH CENTER  
OF CAPE CORAL 
ORTHODOX 
1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
 Shalom Life Center 
   Lawrence Dermer, Spiritual Leader - 218-3433 
• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
  Jacki Waksman - (954) 653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
  Brian Lipton - (941) 365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: (561) 988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: (941) 302-4500 
• Chevra Kadisha: 
  Gene Sipe - 841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
  Lynn Weiner - 598-1009 
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
  Odette Port - (941) 505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
  Joyce Rosinger - 437-1566 
• Humanistic Jewish Havurah: 
  Paula Creed - 495-8484 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: (800) 622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services: 481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund: (727) 536-5263 
  Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
  Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
  Nechamie Minkowicz - 822-2784 
• ORT - Gulf Beaches Chapter 
  Marina Berkovich - 566-1771 

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

The Alliance for the Arts was the loca-
tion for Temple Beth El’s March Sister-
hood event. Temple member Carolyn 
Gora and Celeste Borah talked about 

their experience as artists 
in the art exhibition “Art 
Beyond Boundaries,” a 
collection of 50 works 
created by artists from Is-
rael and the United States 
with eight participating 

artists from Lee County. An artist from 
Israel was paired with an artist from 
the U.S. to create two separate pieces 
of work based upon a psalm. This ex-

hibition presents the Book of Psalms 
as a source of inspiration and em-
powerment unbounded by limitations 
of location or language. The show’s 
original opening was in Israel, and it 
is currently traveling throughout the 
Southeast United States.

Carolyn and Celeste shared their 
personal experiences with the project, 
which paired artists from Southeast-
ern U.S. Federations and Israeli art-

ists from Hadera-Eiron. Both artists 
discussed their particular artwork and 
how they and their partners collabo-
rated via virtual online meetings, get-
ting to know one another, and learning 
and sharing their artistic inspiration to 
create the illustrations of their selected 
psalm.

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

Like us on Facebook!
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Each month, 5,000  
Jewish residents 
in Lee and Charlotte 
counties turn to  
L’CHAYIM for:
X Upcoming major events
X Community Directory
X Synagogue news
X Local Organization news
X Jewish Federation updates
X Community Calendar
X Holocaust Museum news
X Candle Lighting Times
X Business Directory
X Rabbinical Reflections
X Israel updates
X Photos of recent events
X and much more

Targeted Distribution
Reach our affluent, informed, health-conscious, and 
savvy readers who are looking for new and better ways 
to enrich their lives and those of their loved ones. 
L’CHAYIM – the monthly newspaper published by the 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties – is 
mailed to 5,000 residents in the area. Additional copies 
are available at the Jewish Federation office.

Life-Enriching Information 
Each month, readers of L’CHAYIM get news and updates 
on all Jewish-related local events including the Jewish 
Film Festival,  Jewish author programs,  holiday celebra-
tions, concerts, food festivals, book study groups, timely 
lectures, mah jongg and much more. They also get up-
dates from the area’s synagogues and numerous local 
Jewish organizations. It’s the place they turn to for com-
munity news, the community calendar, candle lighting 
times, and a business directory.

The exclusive way to reach the Jewish 
Community in Lee and Charlotte counties.

For more information  
or to place an ad in L’CHAYIM:

Call:   Jim Lewin at 239.634.6923
Email:  JamesLewin@jfedlcc.org
Website:  Visit the L’CHAYIM page at  
  www.JewishFederationLCC.org

Grow your business with L’CHAYIM!
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JEWISH F ILM FEST IVAL 

The Jewish Federation of 

Lee and Charlotte Counties 

Presents the 21st Annual 

Jewish Film Festival 

of Southwest Florida

All � lms will be screened at the Regal Cinemas Bell Tower.

Open seating at all � lms for general admission tickets.

Tickets will be mailed up to December 31. 

Tickets ordered after December 31 will be available 

after 6:00 p.m. inside the theater on the day of the show.

Sponsorship 

opportunities are 

available that include 

reserved seating. See 

the form on page 18.

Thank You to these 

Sponsors of the 

Jewish Film Festival:

Principal Sponsor

Lin & Ron Klein

Barbara & Barry 
Epstein

Zelda Dubin 
Memorial 

Philanthropic 
Fund

Marsha & Mike 
Kistler

 Anna & Yale Levin 

Cheryl & Michael 

Goldstein

Lynda & Michael 

Rubenstein

Thursday, January 19 at 7:15 p.m.

FANNY’S JOURNEY
Fanny’s Journey is an incredible tale of bravery, strength and survival – a 

story of a daring young girl who will stop at nothing and fear no one. In 

1943, 13-year-old Fanny and her younger sisters were sent from their 

home in France to an Italian foster home for Jewish children. When the 

Nazis arrive in Italy, their caretakers desperately organize the departure 

of the children to Switzerland. Suddenly left on their own, these eleven 

children will do the impossible to reach the Swiss border in order to 

survive.
Language: French       

Running Time: 1 hr. 34 min.

Thursday, January 12 at 7:15 p.m.

SABENA HIJACKING: 

MY VERSION
This docu-drama is based on previously undiscovered audio recordings 

of former pilot Captain Reginald Levy. Captain Levy, now deceased, was 

in command of Sabena Flight 571 from Brussels, Belgium, to Tel Aviv on 

May 8, 1972, when it was hijacked by four members of Black September, 

the armed wing of Fatah or PLO. The fi lm fi nally shares the untold story 

of what exactly took place on the fl ight throughout the 30 hours of nerve-

wracking captivity. It fuses candid interviews with dramatic reenactments. 

It takes viewers into the aircraft to witness the events fi rsthand as the 

hijackers threaten to explode hand grenades unless 300 prisoners were 

released. The result is a fast-paced fi lm full of suspense, which poses 

historical and political questions that helped to shape the Israel of today.

Language: English /Hebrew/Arabic/French           

Running Time: 1 hr. 38 min.

Tuesday, January 17 at 7:15 p.m.

IN SEARCH OF 
ISRAELI CUISINE
This fi lm is a portrait of the Israeli people told through food. It is drawn 

from the more than 100 cultures that make up Israel today. Through 

interviews with chefs, farmers, home cooks, vintners and cheese makers, 

to visits to farms, markets, restaurants and kitchens, audiences will 

discover that this hot, multi-cultural cuisine has developed only in the 

last 30 years. In that short time, Israel went from being one of the poorest 

countries in the world to one of the most advanced. Its sophistication 

mirrors the current state of the Israeli people and their food: secular, 

outward looking and innovative. The chef/guide of the fi lm is Michael 

Solomonov, the James Beard award-winning chef/owner of Zahav and a 

number of other restaurants in Philadelphia.

Language: English   Running Time: 1 hr. 34 min.

Tuesday, January 24 at 7:15 p.m.

KEEP QUIET
As Vice President of Jobbik, Hungary’s far-right extremist party, 

Csanad Szegedi regularly espoused anti-Semitic rhetoric and 

Holocaust denials. He was a founder of the Hungarian Guard, 

a now-banned militia inspired by the Arrow Cross, a pro-Nazi 

party complicit in the murder of thousands of Jews during 

WWII. Then came a revelation which transformed his life. 

Szegedi’s maternal grandparents were revealed to be Jewish and 

his beloved grandmother an Auschwitz survivor who had hidden her faith fearing further persecution. Keep 

Quiet depicts Szegedi’s three-year journey as he is guided by Rabbi Boruch Oberlander to embrace his 

newfound religion, forced to confront the painful truths of his family’s past, his own wrongdoing, and the 

turbulent history of his country. But is this astonishing transformation a process of genuine reparation and 

spiritual awakening or is he simply a desperate man with nowhere else to turn?

Language: English, Hebrew with English subtitles   Running Time: 1 hr. 30 min.

Dr. Brian and Sara Krivisky  

Linda & Charles Idelson 

Martha & John Wolf

Helene & Jorge Glocer  
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ISRAEL & THE JEWISH WORLD

JEWS & 

BROADWAY  

BROADWAY &

SOCIAL CHANGE

RABBI KENNETH KANTER

Thursday, February 9 at 7:30pm

Opera Naples

2408 Linwood Avenue, Naples

Rabbi Kanter presents We Jews On Broadway, a sing-along history 

of the American musical from the Gay ’90s operetta of Romberg & 

Friml… through Berlin, Kern, the Gershwins and Rodgers & Hart… to 

Sondheim, Mel Brooks and Kander & Ebb – the Broadway of today.

$50.00 General seating • $75.00 Benefactor Preferred seating

Event concludes with an elegant wine and dessert reception

Tickets are available at naplesjewishcongregation.org or mail 

your check made out to Naples Jewish Congregation, along with 

your name, address and phone number, to: NJC, PO Box 111994, 

Naples FL 34108, Attn Tickets

Friday, February 10 at 7:30pm

Unitarian Universalist Congregation

6340 Napa Woods Way, Naples • Free admission!

Rabbi Kanter will be our guest at Shabbat services, and will trace 

the dominant role played by Jewish composers in Tin Pan Alley. 

From Irving Berlin and George Gershwin to Jerome Kern and Billy 

Rose, these songs are musical companions to American history.

Rabbi Kenneth Kanter is a nationally known author  

and entertainer focusing on the Jewish influence 

on American popular music. Viewers have called 

his unique sing-along concert/ lecture events  

“high-energy,” “inspiring,” “exhilirating,”  

“an absolutely superb night of entertainment 

and joy” and “the kind of event we will long remember.”

RABBI KENNETH KANTER

,” 

an absolutely superb night of entertainment 

W A R M  •  R E F O R M  •  A F F O R D A B L E  •  A D U LT

NAPLES JEWISH CONGREGATION

Shabbat services are held every Friday night at the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 6340 Napa Woods Way, Naples

More information at 239-431-3858 or www.naplesjewishcongregation.orgShabbat services are held every Friday night at the 

SOCIAL CHANGE
SOCIAL CHANGE
SOCIAL CHANGE

RABBI KENNETH KANTER
RABBI KENNETH KANTER
RABBI KENNETH KANTER
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Exhibit “Drawing Against Oblivion” has local connection Israel rushes aid to the world’s worst earthquakes

By Nicky Blackburn, ISRAEL21c, www.israel21c.org, September 13, 2016Israel is often one of the fi rst countries on the ground to offer 

humanitarian aid after the world’s most devastating earthquakes.

When Krishna Devi Khadka, 

was pulled out of the rubble 

of a hotel fi ve days after a 

devastating 7.8 magnitude earthquake in 

Nepal on April 25 2015, the fi rst people 

she saw were Israeli.

Khadka, a maid at the hotel, had 

been trapped in an air pocket covered 

by a corpse. She was rescued after a dra-

matic 10-hour operation led by IsraAID, 

an Israeli humanitarian aid organization.

The 24-year-old was taken imme-

diately to the only working hospital in 

Kathmandu, a large fi eld hospital run by 

the Israel Defense Forces (IDF).

Khadka was one of thousands of 

people across Nepal who survived the 

fi rst quake and the second magnitude 

7.3 quake that followed two weeks later, 

thanks to Israeli aid. The two quakes 

were a catastrophic double blow for Ne-

pal that left 9,000 people dead, 22,000 

injured and hundreds of thousands of 

homes, offi  ces and temples destroyed 

or damaged.
Israel was one of the fi rst countries 

to send humanitarian aid to Nepal, and 

the range and breadth of that aid from 

so many sectors of Israeli life – the 

government, the military and various 

NGOs – was so significant that the 

Nepalese today regard Israel as a source 

of inspiration.
According to fi gures compiled by 

CNN, Israel sent more personnel to the 

disaster scene than any other country.

The IDF arrived in Nepal two days 

after the fi rst quake, with a team of 

260 physicians and search-and-rescue 

experts. Within 12 hours they had set 

up a fi eld hospital in Kathmandu, the 

IDF’s largest ever, which included two 

operating tents, four intensive-care 

tents, 60 hospital beds, and specialists 

in neonatal and adult care.

The team brought 95 tons of hu-

manitarian and medical supplies from 

Israel, and during their stay they treated 

1,600 patients, performed more than 85 

surgeries and delivered eight babies.

They also fortifi ed 332 public build-

ings, and conducted safety and survival 

workshops for 605 Nepalese citizens.

Israeli civilian NGO IsraAID also 

arrived two days after the quake, with 

an emergency relief team of doctors 

and search-and-rescue specialists. The 

team quickly established a temporary 

field clinic in the Sindhupalchowk 

district of Nepal, one of the worst-hit 

areas.
The organization brought sup-

plies and medical services, and opened 

psychologist-staffed safe spaces for 

children left wandering the streets after 

the quake.
Community development nonprofi t 

Tevel b’Tzedek (The Earth in Justice), 

which has been carrying out humanitar-

ian work in Nepal since 2007 and al-

ready had a team on the ground, rushed 

to help, providing connections, training 

and understanding of the region to other 

NGOs arriving on the scene.

Magen David Adom (MDA) sent 

out a trained disaster delegation includ-

ing 10 paramedics and two physicians, 

and later distributed building supplies 

and food to 800 Nepali families.

The Dream Doctors sent medical 

clowns to bring relief and cheer to 

survivors.
Other Israeli NGOs – ZAKA, 

United Hatzalah, Natan International 

Humanitarian Aid and Israeli Flying 

Aid – were also involved in rescue, 

recovery and relief operations in Nepal 

along with FIRST, a consortium of 

Israeli government and army rescue 

services.
Over a year later, Tevel b’Tzedek 

and IsraAID are still at work in Nepal, 

off ering training and support to help 

villagers get back on their feet.

Tevel b’Tzedek runs a youth ser-

vice program modeled after Israel’s 

Shnat Sherut, year of national service, 

in earthquake-devastated villages to 

help rebuild communities. Tevel also 

runs a variety of recovery programs 

in agriculture, education, disaster-risk 

reduction, resilience, crisis interven-

tion and income generation for some 

25,000 villagers in six of Nepal’s most 

impoverished regions.

IsraAID runs a variety of humani-

tarian projects in Nepal and plans to be 

there for at least three more years. The 

organization distributes warm clothing 

to Nepali children, has brought in Israeli 

specialists to train local NGOs to run 

an emotional support hotline, and has 

set up a beekeeping cooperative staff ed 

by women who lost their homes and 

sources of income in the earthquake.

The organization also trained six 

theater troupes to present plays in 

earthquake-aff ected districts, to relay 

information about community resilience 

and trauma, a model that is now being 

adopted by UNICEF.

Nepal was not the fi rst time that 

Israel has rushed to provide aid in the 

wake of a deadly earthquake. Israeli 

humanitarian workers have helped out 

after earthquakes in India, Turkey, Peru, 

and the devastating earthquake and 

tsunami that hit Southeast Asia in 2004.

Here are the main earthquakes where 

Israel has given aid since 2010:

  Jan 2010: Israel gained worldwide 

praise for the speed and effi  ciency 

with which it off ered aid to Haiti 

in the wake of a catastrophic 7.0 

magnitude earthquake that killed 

around 160,000 people and left 

280,000 buildings destroyed. Five 

years later, Israel was still in Haiti 

helping rebuild the community.

  Feb 2011: A 6.3 magnitude earth-

quake in New Zealand, which killed 

185.
  March 2011: The 9.0 magnitude 

earthquake and tsunami in Tohoku, 

Japan, which killed some 16,000 

people and left 230,000 homeless. 

As in Haiti, Israeli aid organizations 

remain in Japan today long after 

all other foreign aid organizations 

have left. Aid workers are helping 

to build a mental health support net-

work in the country, and recording 

the testimonies of survivors.

  April 2015: A double earthquake 

in Kumamoto City, Japan, which 

killed 49 and injured 3,000.

  Feb 2016: A 6.4 magnitude earth-

quake in Taiwan, which killed 117 

people, 115 of them in one residen-

tial building in Kaohsiung City.

  April 2016: The 7.8 magnitude 

earthquake in Ecuador, which killed 

661 and injured nearly 28,000 

people.
To view more stories on Israel’s 

exceptional humanitarian aid efforts 

abroad in the My Name is Israel aid 

exhibition, or to download the exhibit 

for display, visit http://www.israel21c.

org/exhibition/my-name-is-israel/.

Editor and Israel Director, Nicky 

Blackburn has worked extensively as a 

journalist and editor both in Britain and 

Israel for a range of national and inter-

national publications including Travel 

Weekly, Israel High Tech Investor

and The Times of London. She was 

the High-Tech Correspondent for The 

Jerusalem Post.

A baby is born at the IDF fi eld hospital in Nepal 

(Photo courtesy of the IDF)

IsraAID working in the Gongabu district of 

Kathmandu (Photo: IsraAID/Mickey Noam Alon)

The IDF fi eld hospital in Nepal

...Then you want to give us a call. The product has a 

fixed rate of 5% per annum or higher, paid monthly!  

No waiting around until the end of the term  

to receive your interest!

For more information, please contact

Bruce Greenstein, LUTC 

Tim Shaw Financial Consultants

(239) 425-9707 ~ Bruce@Timshaw.com

IF YOU ARE NOT MAKING 

5% ON YOUR MONEY

 Your Principal and Interest are SECURED 

 No long term commitments – 

short duration of about a year

 This is NOT an ANNUITY 

 This is NOT STOCKS, OPTIONS or a REIT 

 This is NOT Gold, Silver or any other 

Commodity 

 There are NO TRANSCTION FEES OR 

COMMISSIONS for you to pay EVER!

100% OF YOUR MONEY GOES  

TO WORK FOR YOU IMMEDIATELY!
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By Amy Snyder, Executive Director, Holocaust Museum & Education Center of SWFL

It is hard to believe we have come 

to the end of another year, and 

2017 is fast approaching! We look 

forward to welcoming you in 2017 

with a number of 

very special pro-

grams and events. 

Please visit our 

website at www. 

H o l o c a u s t M u

seumSWFL.org 

and look for our 

January column 

to provide addi-

tional details.

Annual Luncheon

The Museum’s Annual Luncheon will 

be held on Thursday, December 15 from 

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at The Ritz-

Carlton Beach Resort, 280 Vanderbilt 

Beach Road, Naples. Host Sponsors for 

the event are Estelle and Stuart Price.

Our guest speaker is author Louise 

Borden, who will discuss her book, The 

Journey that Saved Curious George. 

The book describes the “story behind 

the story” of the creation of the much-

loved Curious George character. Be 

prepared to learn a lot of “curious” facts 

about everyone’s favorite monkey. Did 

you know that his original name wasn’t 

George? Or that he wasn’t the main 

character starring in the books created 

by H.A. and Margret Rey? Or that he 

almost never got to be famous at all? Ms. 

Borden will fi ll you in on all the details. 

She is also the author of several 

children’s books dealing with World 

War II and the Holocaust. Five of her 

books will be available for purchase at 

the event as a set for $60. Titles included 

are The Journey that Saved Curious 

George – 75th Anniversary Edition, 

The Little Ships: The Heroic Rescue 

at Dunkirk in World War II, Across the 

Blue Pacifi c, The Great-

est Skating Race and 

His Name Was Raoul 

Wallenberg. The set can 

be pre-ordered with a 

signed bookplate, at no 

extra charge, and will 

be ready for pickup at 

the event. 
Luncheon tickets 

are $150 per person, and 

sponsorships are avail-

able. Dress is business 

casual. Net proceeds 

benefit the education 

programs of the Ho-

locaust Museum & Education Center 

of SWFL. For more information on 

reservations and sponsorships, please 

contact Development Specialist Tim 

Morrison at Tim@HolocaustMuseum

SWFL.org or call 239.263.9200. 

Memorial Garden Art Installation 

nearing completion

The Museum’s Memorial Garden 

Art Installation in 

our front windows 

is nearing comple-

tion. As mentioned in 

our October column, 

artist Juan Diaz cre-

ated the four beautiful 

panels in, and as part 

of, the LIGHT Per-

formance Art Style 

Series for which he is 

well known. 
When he received 

the Memorial com-

mission from the Museum, Mr. Diaz 

considered options for its creation. Con-

templating the tragedy of the Holocaust 

and “all of the genocides 

which had occurred in 

history and continue 

to occur in the modern 

world,” he “decided to 

create a work of art that 

would convey seren-

ity and beauty, always 

keeping in mind our 

hopes, to live in bal-

ance, peace and love 

in the world society, 

moving away from our 

mistaken primitive ways 

of thinking and going 

forward with the lessons 

learned.”
Entitled “The Garden, 2016,” the in-

dividually-framed painted backgrounds 

feature an idealized meadow scene. The 

memorial “tribute fl owers” created dur-

ing the November workshops will be 

incorporated into the design. Under Mr. 

Diaz’s direction, some were created by 

Holocaust survivors in honor of the fam-

ily members they lost, and others were 

created by the families of Holocaust sur-

vivors and camp liberators we worked 

with in our education programs who 

have passed away. The community also 

participated by creating tribute fl owers 

for relatives lost in the Holocaust, as 

well as garden landscape fl owers created 

by students and the public to fi ll in the 

garden background scene. 

The offi  cial unveiling of the Memo-

rial Garden will take place in late Janu-

ary 2017 as part of the commemoration 

of International Holocaust Remem-

brance Day. 
The Museum is located at 4760 

Tamiami Trail North, Suite 7, in Naples. 

It is open year-round Tuesday through 

Sunday; closed Monday and major Jew-

ish and U.S. holidays

We extend our best wishes for 

Happy Holidays to you and your 

family.

Photo Credit for Curious George image above: 

The requested images from the cover are used 

in the book by permission of the de Grummond 

Children’s Literature Collection, The University of 

Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS.

The Garden, 2016 - Acrylic on Treated Muslin Fabric, 6’2” x 16’3” Diptych (Each Panel: 6’2” x 8’1” and 6’2” x 8’2”) 

Created in and part of the LIGHT Performance Art Style Series. Artist: Juan Diaz©

Coming up at the Holocaust Museum

A DAY TO SALUTE OUR SOLDIERS

An IntroductIon to the FrIends oF the IdF

A SPECIAL PERFORMANCE

OF POPULAR AND TRADITIONAL 

ISRAELI SONGS PERFORMED 

BY ISRAELI SOLDIERS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13Th  2016

7:00PM - CONCERT

TEMPLE ShALOM  

4630 PINE RIDGE ROAD  NAPLES, FL 34119

EvEnt Chairs:

ELLAINE AND RICk ROSEN

$90 PATRON VIP SEAT

*PATRON SPONSORS ARE INvITED TO A PRIvATE 

cOckTAIL REcEPTION bEFORE ThE PERFORMANcE

$18 GENERAL ADMISSION SEAT

FREE AGES 12 AND UNDER

to PurchAse tIckets onlIne: https://www.fidf.org/naples-IdF-ensemble16

FOR TICkETS CALL FIDF GREATER MIAMI ChAPTER  

305.354.8233  |  jAIME.SAGONA@FIDF.ORG

Phone (305) 354-8233 | Fax (305) 354-8296 | e-mail Miami@FIdF.org

Friends of the Israel defense Forces is a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit organization. 

contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.

With special guest  

Rayna Rose Exelbierd 

StandWithUs  

Southeast High School Coordinator 

Sunday, January 15, 2017     

 
 

4:00 P.M. - 6:30 PM 

 

Jewish Federation  

9701 Commerce Center Court - Fort Myers 
 
 
 
 
 

Pizza & beverages will be served 

 Hear a first-hand account of 

how one student overcame 

anti Semitism at Florida       

Atlantic University 

 
 Learn about what's happening 

on college  campuses today 

with regard to the Boycott,  

Divestment & Sanctions (BDS) 

movement, Students for      

Justice in Palestine and other 

anti-Israel movements. 

Facing anti-Israel sentiments on college campuses: 

 
 

A PROGRAM FOR 11TH AND 12TH GRADERS 

 

Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

and 

 
 
 

Guests are welcome.  Space is limited. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R.S.V.P to Leni Sack: 239.481.4449 ext. 3  

or lenibsack@jfedlcc.org 

Happy Holidays to you and your 

Read the current and previous editions of L’CHAYIM online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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By the time you read this we will 

have voted to elect the next 

president of the United States 

and, hopefully, he or she will have 

received a clear mandate to lead our 

country. We, as Jews, have endured, 

through our long history as wander-

ers, the hazards of life under dictators, 

monarchs and other manifestations of 

governance into which we have had 

little, if any, input. We have often been 

the victims of these rulers and their 

whims, in some cases to mortal eff ect. 

The Jewish destiny resided often in the 

hands of a capricious individual and a 

hostile society.
I think that it is important in these 

weeks following the election to refl ect 

on our standing today as Jews in our 

society, in our country and in our com-

munity, and to appreciate what we, 

as Jews, have accomplished and will 

continue to accomplish irrespective of 

who governs this country.

While I know intimately of Jews 

in our community who struggle to put 

food on the table, we are a community 

that is suffi  ciently strong and caring 

to help. While some of us suff er the 

anguish of isolation and loneliness, 

our community reaches out and sup-

ports. While some Jewish communities 

around the world still fi ght anti-Sem-

itism, repression and poverty, we are 

alert and provide relief.

We cannot predict with any as-

surance how we as individuals and as 

a community will be aff ected by the 

outcome of the election. It is reason-

ably safe to assume however, that the 

needs of our community will not re-

duce in quantity or urgency. It is sad 

to realize that, in my years 

in Jewish philanthropy, 

neither a Democratic nor a 

Republican administration 

has materially aff ected in a 

positive manner those who 

need help the most. There 

is never enough public assistance to go 

around. And that’s where the Jewish 

Federation comes in and where you, as 

individuals, can have a decisive impact 

on the outcome no matter who presides 

over our country.

I call on you to reconcile with the 

election outcome as soon as possible 

and begin again to further the mission 

of our Federation and our community

“To strengthen and enrich the Jewish 

community by providing and support-

ing philanthropic, educational and so-

cial service programs locally, in Israel 

and throughout the world” and to pur-

sue our vision of “A Jewish communi-

ty that is based on Jewish values such 

as Tzedakah (benevolence), Tikkun 

Olam (repairing the world) and K’lal 

Yisrael (taking responsibility for one 

another).”

Anti-Israel media bias 

and how to fi x it!
A CAMERA Letter-Writing Workshop

Think the media are biased?

If you answered yes, you’re 

not alone. Americans’ trust in 

the media has sunk to an all-time low, 

according to a Gallup survey released 

this past September. 

Confi dence in the mass media “to 

report the news fully, accurately and 

fairly” plunged to its lowest level in 

Gallup polling history. Only 32% of 

those polled said they had a great deal 

or fair amount of trust in the news. 

News about Israel can be particu-

larly distorted and unfair. In Septem-

ber, the same month in which the Gal-

lup poll came out, the Committee for 

Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in 

America (CAMERA) prompted cor-

rections from 20 major news outlets 

that had published false information 

about the Jewish state.

CAMERA, the oldest and largest 

Middle East media monitoring organi-

zation in the world, will be presenting a 

workshop to teach local residents how 

to combat media bias. The workshop, 

to be held on Monday, December 5 at 

1:00 p.m. at Temple Beth El (16225 

Winkler Rd, Fort Myers), is co-spon-

sored by the Jewish Federation of Lee 

and Charlotte Counties and Temple 

Beth El.
The workshop will be led by Sarit 

Catz, the international director of 

CAMERA’s letter-writing team, a net-

work of 17,000 volunteers who respond 

to distorted news coverage of Israel.

Catz will speak about recognizing 

media bias and then conduct a hands-

on letter-writing workshop that will 

provide attendees with the tools needed 

to respond thoughtfully and eff ectively 

to faulty reporting. 

“I don’t believe there’s a journalis-

tic conspiracy to denigrate Israel,” said 

Catz. “But coverage does frequently 

suff er from a number of serious prob-

lems that CAMERA’s staff  and letter 

writers seek to fi x and prevent.”

Journalists, she said, are sometimes 

just uneducated about Middle East his-

tory. “Reports can lack crucial histori-

cal context,” she said. “Our researchers

The Jewish Federation 

of Lee and Charlotte 

Counties Presents 

the 21st Annual 

Jewish Film Festival 

of Southwest Florida. 

See pages 16-17 for 

complete details.

 

David G. Dalin, an ordained rabbi and 

historian, is the author, co-author or 

editor of eleven books on American 

Jewish history and politics, and Jewish 

Christian relations. He has taught at 

Ave Maria University, and at the University of Hartford, 

has been a visiting professor at the Jewish Theological  

Seminary of America, a Research Fellow at Stanford    

University and a  Visiting Fellow at Princeton University.    

Based on his book, Dr. Dalin will talk about the role and 

experiences of Jews in various  presidential  administra-

tions. He will illuminate the history of  Jewish - presiden-

tial relations, presidential  appointments of Jews to politi-

cal positions, and the history of presidential views and 

policies on Jewish interests and concerns. 

 

 Guest Speaker :                   Dr. David Dalin  

 Topic :                        The Presidents of the  

                        United States and the Jews:   

   From Abraham Lincoln to Barack Obama 

 
 

  
    

CROWNE PLAZA 

13051 Bell Tower Drive 

Fort Myers 

Couvert: $18/person 
 

RSVP to Leni by December 7 

239.481.4449 x3 or 

lenibsack@jfedlcc.org 

JEWISH FEDERATION 

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST 

Sunday, December 11 

10:00 a.m. 

Yisrael (taking responsibility for one 


