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ANTIQUE FURNITURE • TAPESTRIES • MOSAICS
ANTIQUE CLOCKS • ART GLASS

ALL MODERN & ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS
AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY • PIANOS
RUSSIAN ENAMEL • OIL PAINTINGS • OBJECTS D’ART

COPENHAGEN • HUMMELS

ORIENTAL RUGS • CHANDELIERS
ORIENTAL FURNITURE
ORIENTAL HARDSTONES
OBJECTS D’ART • PIANOS

ERTE BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS
CHINESE FURNITURE • PORCELAIN • HARD STONE

BIRD & MUSIC BOXES • ORIENTAL RUGS

BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES

Diamonds Gold CoinsROLEX Oil PaintingsEstate Jewelry Sterling Silver

Rolex • Cartier • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari & all Wrist and Pocket Watches
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard

Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol • Calder • Miro • George Nelson • Lepho • Paul Evans
• Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

DIAMONDS • SAPPHIRES
RUBYS • EMERALDS

ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY • WATCHES
ANTIQUES • ART OBJECTS • OIL PAINTINGS

GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE
OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

GOLD & SILVER COINS PAPER CURRENCY 14kt • 18kt • 22kt GOLD
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT 3rd Generation Expertise • Call Today

Chihuly Glass Russian Enamel Peter MaxJade Statues Picasso PotteryPatek Philippe
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BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS: BEANIE
BACKUS • HAROLD NEWTON • ALFRED HAIR • ETC

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637
24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067
Call Mr. Kodner: 1-561-822-7043
Email Us: Info@BruceKodner.com
Visit us: www.BruceKodner.com

Serving
Indian River,
St Lucie,

Martin, and
Palm Beach
Counties

3rd Generation
Expertise

INSTANT PAYMENT
CALL TODAY

BUYING: INSTANT CASH
HIGHEST PRICES PAID!

ROOKWOOD • B&G
WELLER • DODIE THAYER

MID CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
KPM • SEVRES • MEISSEN ROYAL VIENNA

JUDAICA • SWAROVSKI • HERREND
TIFFANY • DAUM • GALLE • ARTGLASS

BOHEM • ROYAL DOULTON

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE, & TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE • GEORG JENSEN • CARTIER
LALIQUE, WATERFORD, BACCARAT, DAUM, STEUBEN

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL
LIEBER • BIRKIN

$ $
$ $
$ $

See the ad on page 3 for all the details!See the ad on page 3 for all the details!
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Support the Lone Soldiers  
of the IDF

A cinematic love letter to 
Haifa’s multicultural humanity

Jewish War Veterans - Victor 
Paul Tuchman Post 400 update

Have an item you’d like  
to share? Need to reach 
the editor of L’CHAYIM?  

Send an email to  
LChayim36@gmail.com.

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

n Jodi Cohen

In the movie The Wizard of Oz, there 
is a tornado, Dorothy hits her head 
and Toto reveals the man behind 

the curtain. Then Dorothy wakes up 
and the loved ones gathered around her 

bed tell her there 
was a bad torna-
do and they were 
worried about her 
head wound.

In real life, 
the tornado that 
hit Fort Myers on 
Sunday, January 9 
left devastating 

wreckage. With generous donations 
from St. Charles Harbour Foundation 
and several other Federation members, 
Program Director Debbie Sanford and 
I went to the Tropicana Mobile Home 
Park on January 14 to hand out gift 
cards and see what kind of help peo-
ple needed. There was a door stuck in 
a tree. There were mangled pieces of 
metal that had once been walls, roofs 
and carports. There were large spaces 
where mobile homes once stood. We 
saw one side of the street completely 
demolished while the other side looked 
sedate, with lawn chairs under the car-
port, and flowers blooming in pots near 
the front steps.

Six days after the tornado, Lee 
County Human and Veteran Services 
(LCHVS) set up a Multiple-Agency 
Resource Center (MARC) in the big 
gym at the Wa-Ke Hatchee Park and 
Recreation Center. People affected by 
the tornado could come in, have an in-
take conversation in which they report-
ed the extent of their property damage 
and find out what kind of help they 
may be eligible to receive. After their 
assessment, people could talk with all 
the various agencies that had tables set 
up and were there to help. Harry Chap-
in Food Bank, Midwest Food Bank and 
the South Fort Myers Food Pantry Co-
alition showed up over the following 
weeks with boxes of food for people.

The Jewish Federation had a table 
at the MARC where Debbie and I saw 
photos and videos of the extensive 
damage and heard story after story of 
what people had survived. The people 

who lost their homes, roofs, carports, 
windows and electricity were expe-
riencing post-traumatic stress. The 
generosity of people who didn’t have 
much or any damage was astounding. 
They made food, helped pass out the 
food that the Red Cross brought those 
first days, offered empty bedrooms and 
even empty mobile homes to those 
who were suddenly homeless.

Debbie and I handed out gift cards 
for Walmart, Publix and gas. We told 
people that we may also be able to help 

with some bills that were coming due. 
So many people cried when we of-
fered them the gift cards. The people 
we met were overwhelmed, fatigued, 
desperate. One woman said she had 
been trapped in her mobile home after 
the tornado. One woman said that her 
service dog was traumatized by what 
happened. One man who lived near 
both of the mobile home parks hit by 
the tornado, lost his home, his truck 
and his possessions. He is 70 and has 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED! 

We need help with: 

 Set-Up 

 Clean-Up 

 Crafts 

 Food/Vendor Area 

 Stage area 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers 

Interested in joining us? 
 

Please attend our Volunteer Open 
House! 
 Wednesday, March 16th, 6PM 

 Wednesday, April 13th, 6PM 

 Tuesday May 3rd, 2PM 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd, Fort Myers 

Contact Debbie: 239.481.4449 x4 or 

debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

ISRAELFEST — SUNDAY, MAY 15TH, 2-5 P.M. 
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L’CHAYIM 

L’CHAYIM invites correspondence on subjects of interest to 
Jewish people. Partisan political opinions will not be published, 
but opinions on subjects affecting the Jewish community are 
welcome. All inquiries regarding copy for L’CHAYIM should be 
directed to the editor. All news material must be very clearly 
printed or typed (not in all-capital letters) and double-spaced. 
Electronic submissions encouraged. The editor reserves the 
right to edit for space and content. 

Photographs should be clear, black-and-white or color 
prints. If you wish a photograph returned, include a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope of appropriate size.

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties  disclaims 
responsibility or endorsement of the views expressed by the 
writers and claims by advertisers.

Jewish news published monthly by
Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties
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 (239) 481-4449
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APRIL ISSUE  
EDITORIAL DEADLINE:

Monday, March 7

OUR FEDERATIONOUR FEDERATION

OOUURR  MMIISSSSIIOONN  

To strengthen and enrich the Jewish  
Community by providing and supporting 
philanthropic, educational and social   
service programs locally, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 
 

OOUURR  VVIISSIIOONN  

A Jewish Community that is based on 
Jewish values such as Tzedakah 
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking     
responsibility for one another). 

Grow your business 
with L’CHAYIM.

Reach 4,000 local 
Jewish residents 

through this paper.
For more information  

or to place an ad, contact 
Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

To donate to the Federation’s 
Annual Campaign,  
call 239.481.4449  

or visit  
JewishFederationLCC.org

n Debbie 
    Sanford

Program notes
By Debbie Sanford, Program Director

Chag Purim Sameach. We have fun (and tasty) 
plans for our PJ Library families for Purim, 
starting with a carnival at Temple Beth El, 

then baking hamentashen at Chabad of Cape Coral. 
Who doesn’t love good hamentashen? PJ Library 
families can contact me to register for both events.

Unfortunately, a lot of our 
Jewish Book Council authors 
are not traveling due to Covid. 
So we have postponed our 
March 24 author event at Lakes 
Library. We hope to reschedule 
Annelise, author of Mahjong, 
in the fall. Keep an eye out for 
her and other wonderful author 
events.

We hope you enjoyed the 
Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida. I thank 
all the sponsors for their continued support, and can’t 
forget to thank our film festival chairs and committee. 
Planning starts in the early summer, and we work on 

the festival for months, so a big THANK YOU to all 
of them!

Israelfest plans are in full swing now. We changed 
the date and have a new location, so please mark your 
calendars for Sunday, May 15 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
at the Alliance for the Arts. It will be a really nice, 
OUTDOOR event, so please attend. There will be lots 
to see, taste and hear, so you won’t want to miss it. If 
you are interested in being a vendor, see the form in 
the ad on the back page of this issue. 

If you can volunteer, please join us at a volun-
teer open house on Wednesday, March16 at 6:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, April 13 at 6:00 p.m. and Tuesday, May 
3 at 2:00 p.m. We will meet at the Alliance to get a 
lay of the land and make plans. We need volunteers 
to help with set-up, clean-up, the vendor area, crafts, 
and food and stage areas. 

To register for any Federation event or for more 
information, email me at debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org. 
Stay well and hope to see you soon!

PUBLISHERS:
Lydia Gattanell

EDITORS:
Arlene Foreman

David & Esta Berger
Gerald & Sheila Laboda

REPORTERS:
Sam & Beth Kaler

Eugene Scheel
James & Millie Sernovitz
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Thomas Cardone
Deborah Meyers

SUBSCRIBERS:
Howard & Sofia Parish

Daniel Porecki
Diane Goukler
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“Thank you” to the following supporters of  L’CHAYIM  
for their contributions to help underwrite the cost  

of bringing news of the local, national and international  
Jewish community to your mailbox every month!

bob@gosouthnow.com

BOB 
VINIKOOR

Fort Myers REALTOR

239-258-1102

LET  ME  HELP  YOU
BUY  OR  SELL
YOUR  HOME!
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BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS:
BEANIE BACKUS 

HAROLD NEWTON  •  ALFRED HAIR

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE  &  TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE  •  GEORG JENSEN  •  CARTIER  •  REED & BARTON  
WALLACE  •  BUCCELLATI  •  KIRK  •  STEIFF  •   INTERNATIONAL 
  LALIQUE  •  WATERFORD  •  BACCARATI  •  DAUM   •   STEUBEN

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  •  TAPESTRIES  •  MOSAICS 
CLOCKS  •  TIFFANY  •  STEUBEN  •  ART GLASS 

ALL MODERN & ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 
AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY  •  PIANOS  •  BIRD BOXES 
RUSSIAN ENAMEL  •  OIL PAINTINGS  •  OBJECTS D’ART 

COPENHAGEN  •  HUMMELS  •  ROYAL DOULTON  •  ROOKWOOD

ORIENTAL RUGS  •  CHANDELIERS  •  SCONCES 
ORIENTAL FURNITURE  •  JADE  •  CORAL  •  SILVER  •  PAINTINGS 

KPM  •  MEISSEN  •  SEVRES • ROYAL VIENNA  •  TEPLITZ 
ERTE  •  BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS  •  FREDERICK HART

3rd Generation Expertise Worldwide 
International Exposure 

INSTANT PAYMENT 
CALL TODAY

   Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637 
     24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067

Visit Us:  www.BruceKodner.com
Email Us:  Info@BruceKodner.com

Serving  
Sarasota, Manatee,  

Lee and Charlotte Counties

•  
IN

ST
AN

T C
AS

H 
  •

   I
NS

TA
NT

 CA
SH

  •
    

IN
ST

AN
T C

AS
H 

  •
   I

NS
TA

NT
 CA

SH
  •

    
IN

ST
AN

T C
AS

H 
  •

   I
NS

TA
NT

 CA
SH

  •
    

IN
ST

AN
T C

AS
H 

  •
   I

NS
TA

NT
 CA

SH
  •

    
IN

ST
AN

T C
AS

H 
  •

   I
NS

TA
NT

 CA
SH

  •
  INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •  INSTANT CASH  •      INSTANT CASH    •

INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •  INSTANT CASH  •      INSTANT CASH

NSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH  •    INSTANT CASH   •   INSTANT CASH    •        

BUYING! HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY  •  WATCHES  •  ANTIQUES  •  ART OBJECTS  •  OIL PAINTINGS

GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

GOLD & SILVER COINS PAPER CURRENCY
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT — HIGHEST PRICES PAID

      14kt • 18kt •  22kt GOLD
  3rd Generation Expertise  •  Call Today

DIAMONDS  •  SAPPHIRES  •  RUBIES  •  EMERALDS

Rolex • Cartier  • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari  &  all  Wrist and Pocket Watches 
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard 

Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol • Calder  • Miró • George Nelson • Le Pho • Peter Max 
Paul Evans • Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

Diamonds ROLEX Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver Patek Philippe Chihuly Glass Jade Statues Picasso Pottery Russian Enamel Handbags

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL 
LIEBER • BIRKIN • GUCCI

SAME DAY SERVICE. CALL TODAY!
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

AS SEEN 
ON TV

Real Estate & Trust Law
Don’t make a move without 

Antiques, Diamonds & Estate Jewelry, Live and Internet Auction this 
Sunday, August 30th 1:00 pm - Doors Open 11:00 am 

Join us for a great catered auction...Call (954) 922-2120 for d etails.

To preview auction now visit www. BruceKodner.com AU200
 AB181

BUYING RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE • AUTOMOBILES

PREMIUM PRICES FOR 
STERLING SILVER

FLATWARE & TEA SETS
GORHAM MARTELLE

GEORG JENSEN • CARTIER
WATERFORD • FINE CHINA DISHES

 LALIQUE • STEUBEN • LIBBEY 
HAWKES • METTLACH, DESIGNER 

HANDBAGS • BIRD & MUSIC BOXES

KPM • SEVRES • MEISSEN
ROYAL VIENNA • ANTIQUE IVORY

JUDAICA • SWARVOSKI
TIFFANY • DAUM • GALLE 

ROYAL DOULTON • ROOKWOOD 
 B & G • WELLER • LLADRO 
COPENHAGEN • HUMMELS

ANTIQUE FURNITURE • TAPESTRIES 
ANTIQUE CLOCKS • ART GLASS 

ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS

AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS 
MICRO MOSAICS

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY 
RUSSIAN ENAMEL

ORIENTAL RUGS • CHANDELIERS 
ORIENTAL FURNITURE

ORIENTAL HARDSTONES 
OBJECTS D’ART • PIANOS 

ERTE BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS

BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES
24 SOUTH DIXIE HIGHWAY, LAKE WORTH, FL 33460

Dade (305) 949-4545
Broward (954) 922-2120

Toll Free 1 (800) 356-3637
24 Hours On Call 1 (800) 920-0067

3rd Generation 
Expertise

Gemologist 
On Premises

Appraisals 
Upon Request

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

CALL TODAY!

HIGHEST PRICES PAID

Diamonds Watches Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver

AS SEEN 

ON TV

Diamonds Watches Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver

3rd Generation
Expertise

Gemologist
On Premises

BKG Antique Mall
Over 100 Dealers

Next Door to Gallery
561-533-7707

Toll Free (800) 356-3637

24 Hours On Call (800) 920-0067

Whether you are buying or selling property in Country Club Communities,
in today’s market it takes someone with knowledge of the communities, real estate law 

-

Broker-Associate, Attorney, Auctioneer

Boca Raton (561) 998-9999

new text

HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
DIAMOND & ESTATE JEWELRY . WATCHES . ANTIQUES . ART OBJECTS . OIL PAINTINGS
GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!
GOLD & SILVER COINS . PAPER CURRENCY 14kt . 18kt . 22kt GOLD

DIAMONDS .SAPPHIRES .RUBIES .EMERALDS
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT - HIGHEST PRICES PAID 3rd Generation Expertise . Call Today

 

DIAMONDS            ROLEX WATCHES DIAMOND JEWELRY GOLD COINS                OIL PAINTINGS   STERLING SILVER

and the ability to close the deal...that person is Dana F. Charles.

It’s Time to Call Dana F. Charles For all Your Real Estate Needs

Dana F. Charles I  561-350-8368 I DFCPALAW@AOL.COM

Picasso Works of Art & Ceramics 
Calder . Miro .  LePho . Beanie Backus & All Highwayman Paintings

 Rolex • Cartier • Patek Phillippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari Wrist Watches & Pocket Watches
       

Mid-Century 1950’s - 1980’s Furniture • Paul Evans • Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar
Harry Winston • David Yurman • Chimento • Buccellati • David Webb • Van Cleef & Arpels

 

STERLING SILVER
FLATWARE & TEA SETS

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  .TAPESTRIES  . MOSAICS  . CLOCKS
TIFFANY . GALLE . DAUM NANCY LAMPS &  AR T GLASS

AMERICAN . EUROPEAN & MODERN OIL PAINTINGS 
BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY  . PIANOS  . BIRD BOXES

RUSSIAN ENAMEL  . OIL PAINTINGS  AND OBJECTS D’ART
AMERICAN POTTERY . GEORGE ORR . ROOKWOOD . ROSEVILLE

ERTE BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS . FREDERICK HART
LLADRO . COPENHAGEN . ROYAL DOULTON . HUMMELS

ORIENTAL RUGS . CHANDELIERS . SCONCES
ORIENTAL FURNITURE . JADE . CORAL . SILVER & PAINTINGS

KPM . MEISSEN . SÈVRES . ROYAL VIENNA . TEPLITZ

SAME DAY SERVICE CALL TODAY!
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

GORHAM MARTELLÈ . GEORGE JENSEN . TIFFANY . CARTIER
BUCCELLATI . CHRISTOFLE . KIRK . STEIFF . WALLACE .REED & BARTON  

INTERNATIONAL &  ALL EUROPEAN  AND SOUTH AMERICAN STERLING SILVER
LALIQUE. BACCARAT. DAUM . STEUBEN . WATERFORD

    
HANDBAGS . CLOTHING . JEWELRY & SHOES

MID-CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
 ARE AT ALL TIME RECORD HIGHS!

LOUIS VUITTON . BIRKEN . CHANEL . HERMES . LIEBER . GUCCI

MID-CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
ARE AT ALL TIME RECORD HIGHS!

MID-CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
ARE AT ALL TIME RECORD HIGHS!

BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS:
BEANIE BACKUS 

HAROLD NEWTON  •  ALFRED HAIR

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE  &  TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE  •  GEORG JENSEN  •  CARTIER  •  REED & BARTON  
WALLACE  •  BUCCELLATI  •  KIRK  •  STEIFF  •   INTERNATIONAL 
  LALIQUE  •  WATERFORD  •  BACCARATI  •  DAUM   •   STEUBEN

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  •  TAPESTRIES  •  MOSAICS 
CLOCKS  •  TIFFANY  •  STEUBEN  •  ART GLASS 

ALL MODERN & ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 
AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY  •  PIANOS  •  BIRD BOXES 
RUSSIAN ENAMEL  •  OIL PAINTINGS  •  OBJECTS D’ART 

COPENHAGEN  •  HUMMELS  •  ROYAL DOULTON  •  ROOKWOOD

ORIENTAL RUGS  •  CHANDELIERS  •  SCONCES 
ORIENTAL FURNITURE  •  JADE  •  CORAL  •  SILVER  •  PAINTINGS 

KPM  •  MEISSEN  •  SEVRES • ROYAL VIENNA  •  TEPLITZ 
ERTE  •  BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS  •  FREDERICK HART

3rd Generation Expertise Worldwide 
International Exposure 

INSTANT PAYMENT 
CALL TODAY

   Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637 
     24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067

Visit Us:  www.BruceKodner.com
Email Us:  Info@BruceKodner.com

Serving  
Sarasota, Manatee,  

Lee and Charlotte Counties
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BUYING! HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY  •  WATCHES  •  ANTIQUES  •  ART OBJECTS  •  OIL PAINTINGS

GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

GOLD & SILVER COINS PAPER CURRENCY
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT — HIGHEST PRICES PAID

      14kt • 18kt •  22kt GOLD
  3rd Generation Expertise  •  Call Today

DIAMONDS  •  SAPPHIRES  •  RUBIES  •  EMERALDS

Rolex • Cartier  • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari  &  all  Wrist and Pocket Watches 
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard 

Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol • Calder  • Miró • George Nelson • Le Pho • Peter Max 
Paul Evans • Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

Diamonds ROLEX Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver Patek Philippe Chihuly Glass Jade Statues Picasso Pottery Russian Enamel Handbags

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL 
LIEBER • BIRKIN • GUCCI

SAME DAY SERVICE. CALL TODAY!
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

the festival for months, so a big THANK YOU to all 
of them!

Israelfest plans are in full swing now. We changed 
the date and have a new location, so please mark your 
calendars for Sunday, May 15 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
at the Alliance for the Arts. It will be a really nice, 
OUTDOOR event, so please attend. There will be lots 
to see, taste and hear, so you won’t want to miss it. If 
you are interested in being a vendor, see the form in 
the ad on the back page of this issue. 

If you can volunteer, please join us at a volun-
teer open house on Wednesday, March16 at 6:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, April 13 at 6:00 p.m. and Tuesday, May 
3 at 2:00 p.m. We will meet at the Alliance to get a 
lay of the land and make plans. We need volunteers 
to help with set-up, clean-up, the vendor area, crafts, 
and food and stage areas. 

To register for any Federation event or for more 
information, email me at debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org. 
Stay well and hope to see you soon!

bob@gosouthnow.com

BOB 
VINIKOOR

Fort Myers REALTOR

239-258-1102

LET  ME  HELP  YOU
BUY  OR  SELL
YOUR  HOME!
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 
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L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

MMAAKKEE  AA  TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTT  
 
 

Honoring a special person through a  
tribute gift to the Jewish Family Services  
of Lee & Charlotte Counties is a wonderful  
way to recognize a simcha or remember  
a loved one. Not only does your gift  
show your family and friends that  
you care, it goes to work helping Jews  
in need and building vibrant communities  
locally, in Israel and around the world. 

 
VViissiitt  oouurr  wweebbssiittee  &&  MMaakkee  aa  GGiifftt  
jjeewwiisshhffeeddeerraattiioonnllcccc..oorrgg//ttrriibbuuttee--mmeemmoorriiaallss  

 
A personal Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte 
Counties tribute card will be sent to the honoree  
or bereaved on your behalf, reflecting a personal 
message if you wish. 

TRIBUTES
In memory of Deanna Kaufman

from Marvin & Lesley Porter
from Rozzi & John Osterman

In honor of Marsha Kistler
from Hank & Diane Schwartz

In memory of Lorraine Rae Traiger
from Deborah Cupps

Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the  

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

Local Jewish Educa on and Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�ons, PJ Library,  Israeli folk dancing,    
social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly and weekly newsle�er to keep  
the Jewish community informed about local, na�onal and     
interna�onal Jewish issues and events.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint Distribu�on Commi�ee (JDC) for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in 60+         
countries around the world. 

Partnership 2Gether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and socializa�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency nancial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Engagement 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal collabora�ons and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

Jewish Community Founda on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term nancial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

H   J  F   L   C  C  S  
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Jewish Family Services update...continued from page 1
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demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
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or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support 
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Gordon’s Pool & Spa Service...19
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no family to help him.
The leadership and staff of LCHVS 

were terrific. LCHVS and all the agen-
cies involved in the recovery process 
had a check-in call every morning to 
talk about new resources, funding de-
velopments and updates to the spread-
sheet created so all of us could track 
who needed help, what was needed 
and what needs were being addressed. 
Since I’ve never been involved in the 
follow-up after a natural disaster, I 
was impressed with all the resources, 
the flow of information and how hard 
everyone worked to move the recovery 
process forward.

To say that I’ve experienced a new 
level of humility as a result of being in-
volved in this project doesn’t even be-
gin to cover it. It is a rare occurrence, 
but I have no words to articulate what 
it’s been like to witness the catastrophe 
that occurred as well as the recovery 
and resilience of each and every person 
I’ve encountered.

Meanwhile, back at the ranch (the 
Federation), the dedicated volunteers 
continue doing everything required 
to keep the small but mighty Cadkin 
Foundation Food Pantry serving those 
in our community who need food. Vol-

unteers also continue to make calls 
through The Friendly Visitor program 
to stay in touch with those who appre-
ciate hearing a ‘hello’ from someone. 
It takes a village. The Federation is a 
magnificent village.

My heart thump-thumps with grati-
tude for Arnie Obstein, Barbara Gribin, 
David Levinson, Doreen Kostel, Elise 
Sewall, Ellen and Richard Bickel-
man, Harriet Lipschutz, Janet Stradley, 
Jodi Engelman, Joyce Rosinger, Judith 
Yevick, Judy Litman, Karen Whitman, 
Katie Keen, Lindy Smith, Roberta Paril-
lo, Ruth Lefberg, Samantha Guterman, 
Suzanne Orkin, Tracey Seigel, Trudy 
Barch and Valerie Franklin.

Thank you for your gifts, your do-
nations, the gift cards and food that you 
drop off. Thank you to the synagogues 
whose members contribute to the food 
pantry on a regular basis. There are so 
many stories to share every month. We 
are all worn out from the pandemic, 
and when you add a lack of electricity, 
water, transportation, housing and food 
to the equation, it just compounds the 
struggle. Every single thing you do to 
support the Federation makes it possi-
ble for Jewish Family Services to help 
the people who reach out.

Elise Gold Sewall 
“Transparency and Reflection” 
 

 

  

SSoolloo  SShhooww  

  

  

Opening Night 
Friday, March 4th, 2022 
5:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.   

Alliance for the Arts 
Theatre Gallery  
10091 McGregor Blvd.  
Fort Myers, Florida  33919 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE



 66 L' CHAY IM L' CHAY IM MARCH 2022 MARCH 2022 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties OUR FEDERATIONOUR FEDERATION

“My pants better  
get to Boston”

The Living Balance Sheet® can help you protect and grow 
your business making the most of  untapped potential. 
Using this revolutionary financial model, you can:

For your complimentary business valuation contact Brian Simon at 
(239) 246-8928 or brian.simon@afgfl.com

Find hidden value in your balance sheet.

Registered Representative of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). OSJ: 14021 Metropolis Ave. Fort Myers FL, 33912 (239) 561-2900. Securities products offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian. Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. 2019-79040 Exp. 5/21

Brian Simon, ChFC, CLU
Financial Professional

Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?
Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?

• See the big picture of  your
finances, both business and personal

• Adjust your strategies for optimal 
impact across the board

• Maximize your opportunities and the 
value of  your business

It’s insight you won’t find anywhere else.

Alliance Financial Group
14021 Metropolis Avenue Fort 

Myers, FL 33912

The metaverse is coming
By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President

n Brian 
    Simon

The metaverse is coming. The 
metaverse is already here. 
The metaverse is (or will be) “a 

fully-realized digital world that exists 
beyond the one in which we live,” ac-
cording to The New York Times. It is 
an immersive experience where peo-

ple interact with-
in a virtual real-
ity world. Wired 
magazine says, 
“Talking about the 
metaverse now is 
a bit like talking 
about ‘the inter-
net’ in the 1970s: 
the building blocks 
are being put in 

place, but no one knows exactly what 
it will look like.”

Here’s one way it might look: You 
put on a headset and, poof, you are en-
veloped in a virtual world. You look in 
the virtual mirror and see your avatar. 
Maybe it sort of looks like you, may-
be not. It was your choice. You wear 
virtual clothes that you purchased on-
line. You never have to ask anyone if 
it makes you look fat because online, 
we’re all thin! You’re inside your vir-
tual home that you’ve also purchased 
online. You go out and interact with 
your online friends. Your friends may 
be located anywhere in the physical 
world. You play video games togeth-
er or attend a virtual concert. Your life 
online is different than the one you 
live in Florida. Your friends are differ-
ent. Freed from the limitations of your  

own body, you are different. 
We are already conditioned for this 

second life. We live in many “virtual” 
worlds that are both real and fantasy at 
the same time. Know any sports fans? 
I can spend hours each week watching 
a game, listening to podcasts about the 
game, and reading stories online about 
the game. The game exists in the phys-
ical realm, but it’s not real. All of pro-
fessional sports is fantasy. The thrills 
and emotion feel real. I still can’t talk 
about how the Kansas City Chiefs lost 
to the Cincinnati Bengals, and I’m sure 
Buffalo Bills fans would say the same 
thing about their game against Kansas 
City. But, the thrills and emotion come 
from a trick that we play on ourselves 
to believe the results matter. 

Cable news is fantasy too, unfortu-
nately with real-world implications. It 
exists to stir up emotion and reinforce 
existing biases. The personalities and 
storylines that drive it are as pretend as 
the social media world that runs par-
allel. 

And then there’s Hollywood. Star 
Wars movies and series exist in a “uni-
verse.” Marvel Studios calls it the Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe (MCU), which 
includes a “multiverse.” Disney World 
and Universal Studios (that name has 
become ironic, hasn’t it?) allow fans to 
enter the physical equivalent of virtu-
al reality. The first time I walked into 
Harry Potter World at Universal, I liter-
ally felt transported to a different place.

Actually, it will be interesting to 
see what happens to theme parks after 

By Keith Grossman

n Keith 
    Grossman

My pants better get to Bos-
ton.”
That is what the gentle-

man in line in front of me states as we 
are waiting to board a Delta airplane. 
He is speaking in a distressed, agitat-
ed tone to his wife. It quickly becomes 

apparent the Delta 
staff had forced 
him to gate check 
his carry-on lug-
gage because of 
the overflow of 
passengers. 

It seems the 
man and his wife 
are returning from 
a tropical vacation 

in Miami, and he is wearing shorts. 
They are returning to their home city 
of Boston, where it is wintry cold. I un-
derstand why the gentleman has some 
concern, but he is being so melodra-
matic about it, as if he had just been 
told his prized show dog had suddenly 
died. He simply will not shut up about 
his displeasure. 

His wife attempts to calm him 
down, and he responds by saying he 
will be okay. He explains he is taking 
a “prepare for the worst, hope for the 
best” approach. I am having a hard 
time seeing the “hope for the best” part 
of his approach. He is doing a good 
job keeping that packed away, like his 
wayward pants.

Besides his ill-chosen shorts, his 
whiny, negative attitude is showing.

I wonder what his thought process 
was when he was packing. He obvious-
ly decided shorts would be his travel-
ing pants. But he knew he was going to 
cold weather. Was it too hard to swap 
pants? Were his shorts some sort of 
ritualistic good-luck pants? Did it not 
occur to him that he would have to 
possibly check in his carry-on luggage 
because everyone else brings too many 
and too large carry-on bags?

And honestly, he got to check his 
bag for free, and perhaps he will not 

have to wait 30 minutes at the carou-
sel! In fact, he probably was trying to 
pass off a giant hiking backpack as a 
carry-on. His complaining is now irri-
tating me even more.

There’s a scene from the original 
Airplane movie in which a television 
talking head discusses the distressed 
airplane and says something like, 
“They bought their tickets. They knew 
what they were getting into. I say let 
them crash.” I feel aligned with that 
thinking when considering the plight 
of our man from Boston. 

I didn’t accompany the gentleman 
to Boston, so I wonder what happened 
with his pants. Did Paul Revere come 
clopping through the Boston airport 
on horseback announcing, “Your pants 
are coming! Your pants are coming!” 
Or did the man stand at the baggage 
carousel forlornly looking for his  
estranged pants? Did he have to trans-
port his bare-kneed body through the 
icy Boston snow, all the while com-
plaining in his wife’s muffled ear  
about the jerks at Delta Air Lines? 
Were his pants still sitting in the Miami 
airport, packed away with his Hawai-
ian shirts and guayaberas, enjoying the 
warm weather and drinking piña cola-
das?

Perhaps his pants wound up in the 
luggage graveyard in Scottsboro, Ala-
bama. That’s where you can find Un-
claimed Baggage, the only place in the 
U.S. you can buy lost luggage. And at 
bargain-basement prices.

At Unclaimed Baggage, you can 
find things you would expect, like 
clothing, jewelry and electronics. If 
you’re lucky, maybe you can find 
Versace runway gowns, elaborately 
hand-painted kimonos, suits of armor 
or an aluminum fire suit. If you’re re-
ally lucky, you might chance upon Neil 
Diamond’s xylophone, Paul McCart- 
ney’s jacket or a set of McDonald’s 
arches. And somewhere in that moun-
tain of lost and found, I imagine my 
Boston friend’s pants.

“

the metaverse. Why would anyone 
want to drop thousands of dollars to go 
stand in line for hours waiting for rides 
when they could purchase similar ex-
periences for $50?

We already use avatars to repre-
sent us in texting and social media. My 
Bitmoji character is bald like me, and 

maybe his eyes 
and face are the 
same shape as 
mine, but he 
doesn’t really 
look like me. 

The point 
is, whatever the 
metaverse may 

become, we’re already becoming con-
ditioned to it. Heck, due to the pandem-
ic, many of us even attend synagogue 
online. Perhaps years from now you’ll 
see my avatar in a virtual shul. I hope 

he looks like he’s paying attention, or 
lost deep in prayer, even if I’m not. 

* * *
An addendum to last month’s arti-

cle: It was astutely pointed out to me 
that I wrote an entire column about 
being a bad gift-giver and didn’t even 
mention how easy it is to give a gift to 
the Federation! I’m so bad at gift-giv-
ing, I can’t even write about it! We have 
partnered with TOP Jewish Foundation 
to plan for the future of our Federation. 
There are so many ways to structure 
gifts that may provide for great tax 
benefits and support a legacy of philan-
thropy. Please feel welcome to call me, 
Alan Isaacs or Debbie Sanford to dis-
cuss the opportunities for giving.
Brian Simon is former president of the 
Federation. His views are not neces-
sarily those of the Federation or its 
board.
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Students on a docent-led tour in the Museum

Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

Recently, we were privileged to 
honor a true hero at our annu-
al fundraising event, “Triumph 

of Courage.” Lieutenant-General, the 
Honourable Roméo Dallaire (Ret’d), a 
celebrated advocate for human rights, 
is the epitome of an “Upstander.” He 
was the Force Commander of the Unit-
ed Nations Assistance Mission for 

Rwanda prior to 
and during the 
worst genocide 
since the Holo-
caust. He warned 
the internation-
al community of 
the increasingly 
dangerous situ-
ation caused by 
hate-fueled vio-

lence in the country. Instead of allow-
ing him to intervene, he was ordered 
to withdraw his troops. He and a small 
contingent of Ghanaian and Tunisian 
soldiers and military observers, how-
ever, felt it was their moral obligation 
to remain behind. Disobeying orders, 
they fought to protect those who had 
sought refuge from the violence with 
the UN forces. He said he lives every 
day with the terrible tragedy he wit-
nessed. He has devoted himself to ed-
ucating people about the importance 
of conflict resolution and addressing 
human rights issues around the world. 
The world needs more “Upstanders” 
like General Dallaire. 

When you look at the “Ten Stages 

of Genocide” classification by Dr. Gre- 
gory Stanton, Founding President of 
Genocide Watch, it is shocking to see 
that a number of contemporary human 
 

rights violation issues clearly fall 
within his ranking system. Why ha-
ven’t we learned from the lessons of 
the Holocaust? Each day the news 
carries reports of hate-fueled violence 
against those deemed “other.” Coun-
tries continue to allow the persecution 
of minority groups. Why does disinfor-

mation about the Holocaust and other 
genocides continue to circulate? Why 
are the deniers of the Holocaust, the 
most-documented genocide in history, 
still given credence? 

In past columns, we’ve shared sur-

vey results which revealed the lack of 
basic information about the Holocaust 
on the part of many adults and college 

students in the U.S., as 
well as in Europe. A re-
cent study among teen-
agers found, unsurpris-
ingly, that most get their 
news from social me-
dia. This also includes 
their knowledge of the 
Holocaust and its histo-
ry. Given the amount of 
disinformation circulat-
ing on that platform in 
general, it is more im-
portant than ever to sup-
port the organizations 

like our museum which offer credible 
Holocaust Education programs. 

Our Student Education programs 
and Teacher Workshops provide not 
only factual and historical information 
about the Holocaust, but the personal 

n Susan
    Suarez

stories of local Southwest Florida resi-
dents who are survivors and liberators. 
Sharing those stories forges important 
personal bonds with the young people 
and adults who hear them. We know 
stories like these have a lasting impact 
because of the comments we receive 
from museum visitors and former 
School Field Trip students. We can help 
change people’s behavior. We teach 
the lessons of the Holocaust to inspire 
people of all ages to act against bigotry, 
hatred and violence. It will take all of 
us to diminish hate in our world. Our 
positive actions on behalf of those in 
need, and our respect and empathy for 
others can make all our communities 
a better place. One person’s smallest 
act of kindness can make a big differ-
ence. 

Join our efforts and be that person 
for your family, friends and neighbors. 
Make a difference. You, too, can be an 
“Upstander” like General Dallaire.
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Students on a docent-led tour in the Museum
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Dr. Karen Ezrine

Collier/Lee Hadassah announces Dr. Karen Ezrine 
as Guest Speaker at Inspiring Women Virtual Event
Karen M. Ezrine MD will be the 

guest speaker at Collier/Lee 
Hadassah’s Inspiring Women 

Virtual Event on Sunday, March 13. 
Dr. Ezrine is currently Hadassah Na-
tional Chair of Hadassah International 
and Immediate Past Chair of Hadassah 
Medical Organization (HMO). She has 
also served on the Hadassah National 
Board.

Originally from Philadelphia, Dr. 
Ezrine graduated from the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania, received her MD 
from the Thomas Jefferson University 
School of Medicine and did a residen-
cy in Internal Medicine at University 
of Maryland in Baltimore. She did a 
three-year fellowship in medical oncol-
ogy at the Baltimore Cancer Research 

Program of the National Cancer Insti-
tute. She is board certified in Internal 
Medicine and Oncology. 

After private prac-
tice, she joined the Office 
of Disability of the Social 
Security Administration 
working closely with var-
ious health professionals 
to develop a number of 
medical policy materi-
als in a number of crit-
ical areas such as HIV/
AIDS and cardiovascular 
disease, among others. 
As co-chair of the Hadassah National 
Physicians Council, her role included 
planning and leading three Continuing 
Medical Education Programs in Israel 

and serving as the Hadassah represen-
tative for the Victor Center for Preven-

tion of Jewish Genetic 
Diseases. She also con-
tinues her work with Ha-
dassah’s health education 
initiatives. 

The Inspiring Wom-
en’s program also fea-
tures virtual presentations 
of Special Interludes 
including an inspiring 
modern dance by Lorelei 
Chang from dancEnlight 
and Hadassah’s shared 

creativity while dealing with Covid.
The Collier/Lee Chapter of Hadas-

sah has created the Inspiring Women 
Event to recognize the importance,  

value and impact that empowered 
women make in our communities. Ha-
dassah is proud to honor these Inspir-
ing Women.

The honorees are Naomi Bloom, 
entrepreneur, software innovator and 
philanthropist; Linda Oberhaus, human 
services executive, social work expert 
and advocate; Robin Mintz, communi-
ty leader, volunteer and magazine pro-
duction editor; and Susan Pittelman, 
community leader, volunteer and book 
publisher. 

You are invited to mark your cal-
endar for the March 13 webinar at 
11:00 a.m. to help honor Hadassah’s 
Inspiring Women. To register and re-
ceive the link, contact Rona Senior at 
ronasenior@gmail.com.
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On March 14, 1937 – 85 years 
ago this month – Pope Pius 
XI issued a papal encyclical 

entitled Mit Brennender Sorge (“With 
Burning Concern”). Its formal title 
was “Encyclical of Pope Pius XI on 

the Church and the 
German Reich to the 
Venerable Brethren 
the Archbishops and 
Bishops of Germa-
ny and Other Ordi-
naries in Peace and 
Communion with the 
Apostolic See.”

While his message was a condem-
nation of the Nazis’ excesses in Ger-
many, it contained no explicit mention 
of the Jews. Five days later, on March 
19, 1937, he issued a further encycli-
cal, Divini Redeptoris (“On Atheis-
tic Communism”), in which he con-
demned persecutions in Russia, Spain 
and Mexico.

Who was Pius XI, and are there 
any clues in his life story that might 
have pointed toward the dramatic proc-
lamation in Mit Brennender Sorge?

Reigning between 1922 and 1939, 
Pope Pius XI was born Ambrogio Da-
miano Achille Ratti on May 31, 1857, 
in Desio, Italy. He was ordained a 
priest in 1879, thereafter earning three 
separate doctorates from the Gregorian 
University of Rome. He then became a 
professor in a seminary.

He entered Vatican service in 
1911, beginning his diplomatic career 
in 1919 when he was posted as Pa-
pal Nuncio to the newly independent  
Poland. He helped establish a working 
relationship with the Polish govern-
ment, while also seeking an accommo-
dation with the Bolsheviks in Russia. 
In 1921, he served as Archbishop of 

Support the Lone Soldiers of the IDF
By Jerry Kobrin, Temple Beth El Israel Committee

The Israel Committee of Temple 
Beth El recently conducted a 
very successful congregational 

campaign to raise money for the Lone 
Soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF). 

A lone soldier is a young Jewish 
man or woman who emigrates from 
their home country (makes Aliyah) 
to Israel by themselves without their 

family. While proudly serving in the 
IDF, they have no family to stay with 
for Shabbat or when on leave. Con-
sequently, a number or facilities and 
dormitories have sprung up in Israel to 
give them a “home away from home.” 
One such dormitory is on kibbutz Sde 
Eliyahu.

Our committee inquired about di-
rectly supporting the lone soldiers. The 

gift most desired was a coffeemaker 
for their room. The photo below shows  
the happy soldiers receiving their gifts 
and expressing thanks to Temple Beth 
El. 

Our committee welcomes addi-
tional donations for this effort, which 
will be an ongoing project as more 

soldiers rotate through the dormitory. 
Please call the Temple Beth El office 
at 239.433.0018 to donate. One hun-
dred percent of your donation will be 
used for directly supporting the lone 
soldiers. For more information, contact 
me at jerrytbe@gmail.com.
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Dr. Paul Bartrop

The Pope’s declaration, March 1937
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

On March 14, 1937 – 85 years 
ago this month – Pope Pius 
XI issued a papal encyclical 

entitled Mit Brennender Sorge (“With 
Burning Concern”). Its formal title 
was “Encyclical of Pope Pius XI on 

the Church and the 
German Reich to the 
Venerable Brethren 
the Archbishops and 
Bishops of Germa-
ny and Other Ordi-
naries in Peace and 
Communion with the 
Apostolic See.”

While his message was a condem-
nation of the Nazis’ excesses in Ger-
many, it contained no explicit mention 
of the Jews. Five days later, on March 
19, 1937, he issued a further encycli-
cal, Divini Redeptoris (“On Atheis-
tic Communism”), in which he con-
demned persecutions in Russia, Spain 
and Mexico.

Who was Pius XI, and are there 
any clues in his life story that might 
have pointed toward the dramatic proc-
lamation in Mit Brennender Sorge?

Reigning between 1922 and 1939, 
Pope Pius XI was born Ambrogio Da-
miano Achille Ratti on May 31, 1857, 
in Desio, Italy. He was ordained a 
priest in 1879, thereafter earning three 
separate doctorates from the Gregorian 
University of Rome. He then became a 
professor in a seminary.

He entered Vatican service in 
1911, beginning his diplomatic career 
in 1919 when he was posted as Pa-
pal Nuncio to the newly independent  
Poland. He helped establish a working 
relationship with the Polish govern-
ment, while also seeking an accommo-
dation with the Bolsheviks in Russia. 
In 1921, he served as Archbishop of 

Milan. After Pope Benedict XV died 
on January 22, 1922, Ratti was elected 
to the papacy on the 14th ballot on Feb-
ruary 6, 1922, taking the name Pius XI.

Scholarly and bookish by nature, 
Pius XI was an activist pope who in 
many ways embraced modernity and 
did not shy away from using new media 
like the radio, with which he broadcast 
the Church’s message and teachings to 
a wide audience. He also greatly accel-
erated evangelism by sponsoring more 
missionaries throughout the world and 
by ordaining more priests and other 
clerical personnel.

It was in the diplomatic realm, 
however, that Pius’s reign had the most 
far-reaching effect. Although he dis-
trusted Italian fascism and eyed Benito 
Mussolini warily, in 1929 he signed the 
Lateran Treaty with Mussolini’s gov-
ernment. This created an understand-
ing between the Church and state in 
which both parties pledged not to inter-
fere in the affairs of the other. In return, 
Mussolini agreed to recognize Vatican 
City as a sovereign state within Italy, 
something that had not existed since 
the days before Italian unification.

Pius soon ran afoul of Mussolini’s 
regime. In 1931, he authored a papal 
letter in which he stated that one could 
not be a fascist and a Catholic at the 
same time. Not surprisingly, the Vati-
can’s relations with Mussolini soured. 
This did not stop Pius from negotiating 
a second Concordat on July 20, 1933, 
this time with Adolf Hitler’s Nazi re-
gime in Germany. Although later criti-
cized for doing so, the Pope’s view was 
that communism was a worse scourge 
than fascism or Nazism. He thus sought 
to protect Catholics and Catholic cler-
gy in Germany while hoping that Hit-
ler would continue to act as a bulwark 

against Soviet communism.
Hitler largely ignored the Concor-

dat, and by the late 1930s Pius had be-
gun to denounce Nazi ideology. He also 
castigated Mussolini for copying the 
Nazis’ antisemitism with Italy’s new 
racial legislation beginning in 1938.

However, the encyclical Mit Bren-
nender Sorge showed that Pius was 
more than concerned with the anti-hu-
man ideologies espoused by Nazism. 
Given the specificity of its country fo-
cus and the audience for whom it was 
intended, the encyclical was published 
in German rather than the usual Latin. 
In view of a lack of any further state-
ments of condemnation of Nazi actions 
from the Vatican, it became the great-
est papal reproach of National Social-
ist Germany across the duration of the 
Third Reich.

It was not, however, a condem-
nation of Nazi racial or antisemitic 
policies, but essentially a document 
focusing on Hitler’s non-observance 
of Germany’s Concordat with the Vat-
ican, particularly involving those in-
volved in Catholic education – a tac-
tic that would enable Pius to criticize 
Hitler without entering the sphere of 
politics, which he had long ago re-
jected as an area into which he would  
venture.

As a censure of Hitler, the encyc-
lical had little direct impact, though 
thousands of copies were smuggled 

into Germany, where it was dissemi-
nated widely. While Mit Brennender 
Sorge did not deal with Nazi racial 
practices, a second pastoral letter, Hu-
mani Generis Unitas (“The Unity of 
the Human Race”), a direct denuncia-
tion of racism and Nazi antisemitism, 
was prepared one year later, but never 
published – after which the Vatican, 
under Pius XI’s successor, Pius XII 
(Eugenio Pacelli, 1876-1958; reigned 
1939-1958), retreated into a period of 
self-imposed silence on the matter of 
the Jews and the Nazi regime.

Pius XI reigned as Pope from 1922 
until his death in 1939. Throughout his 
pontificate, he spoke out against rac-
ism, unwarranted persecutions, total-
itarianism and excessive nationalism. 
He was outspoken in his dislike of 
fascism, communism and Nazism, and 
was the first pope to address seriously 
the subject of Christian ecumenism.

Pius XI died in the Vatican on Feb-
ruary 10, 1939, only months before 
World War II began. Ever since then, 
two questions have dominated: Would 
the world have been a different place 
had he lived for just three or four more 
years? What sort of world would it 
have been? We can only speculate.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.
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soldiers rotate through the dormitory. 
Please call the Temple Beth El office 
at 239.433.0018 to donate. One hun-
dred percent of your donation will be 
used for directly supporting the lone 
soldiers. For more information, contact 
me at jerrytbe@gmail.com.
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Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her new 

book, Aging Jewishly, available on  
Amazon. It makes a great gift!

Arlene Stolnitz

The Garden of the Finzi-Continis –  
an important and disturbing new opera
By Arlene Stolnitz

I am continually asked where I get 
the material I write about. A di-
verse range of interesting topics 

from a variety of sources and a “nose 
for news” explains my interest in the 
variety of subjects I write about. One 
thing though is a constant: anything I 
write about has to be Judaically related.

So where does it all come from? 
I subscribe to a 
wide range of 
Jewish publica-
tions worldwide. 
Also, I am on the 
mailing list of 
Federation papers 
across the Unit-
ed States, much 
like the one you 
are reading today. 

The smallest tidbit of an article can be 
the impetus for me to do research, as 
long as it has some Jewish content. 
And over the last five years I have writ-
ten about some amazing subjects!

Which leads me to my latest “find,” 
a musical composition based on the 
well-known Finzi-Continis story.

On January 27, 2022, a major new 
contemporary opera, The Garden of 
the Finzi-Continis, was presented in a 
sold-out world premiere in New York 
City at the Edmond J. Safra Hall in the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage - A Living 
Memorial to the Holocaust. Finzi-Con-
tinis was co-produced by The New 
York City Opera Company and Nation-
al Yiddish Theater Folksbiene. It was 
in the making for over 10 years.

Labor Day, Rosh Hashanah, Thanksgiving, 
Chanukah: Enough already! Can we bring the 
generations together with a new diaspora calendar?
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Long before Covid complicated 
Jewish observance, there were 
ominous signs that participation 

in synagogue life, especially Holy Day 
and festival services, was on the de-
cline. Dependent as we Jews are on the 
Hebrew calendar, rabbis and congre-
gants found themselves at the mercy of 
the secular diaspora agenda, so much 

so that in 2021 
we tried to shoe-
horn a first day 
Rosh Hashanah 
celebration into 
Labor Day and 
a Chanukah fes-
tival three days 
after Thanksgiv-
ing. Could it be 
time to bring the 

generations together with a new dias-
pora calendar?

Consider this. Young families who 
traveled long distances to Thanksgiv-
ing dinner at bubbe’s house often faced 
school and work responsibilities in the 
following week and could not remain 
for Chanukah. The result? For many 
families, the l’dor v’dor experience of 
sharing the Festival of Lights with the 
generations was lost. 

In recent years, some synagogues 
have confronted the problem head on 
by adding parallel services and cel-
ebrations on weekend days so that a 
majority of congregants could attend. 
For example, in 2021, Purim fell on 
secular February 25, a Thursday eve-
ning. To combat the obvious lack of 
participation they were sure to face, a 
number of synagogues offered a Purim 
observance on February 28, the follow-
ing Sunday afternoon. From Boston to  
Atlanta to Shreveport, synagogues 
sidestepped the Hebrew calendar and 
opted instead for a calendar date that 
made diaspora sense. 

Emphasizing the crisis facing syn-
agogues post-Covid, Jewish Journal 
editor and author David Suissa asks, 
“How Will Synagogues Reinvent 
Themselves? (Hint: It Won’t Be with 
Zoom)” (11/4/21). Suissa says, “The 
vast majority of American synagogues 
are looking at an uncertain future… In 
short, synagogues will improve their 
odds of bringing back the crowds if 
they open up to new ideas and new 
thinking.”

One idea might be a diaspora cal-
endar that would create the opportunity 
for more Jews to participate consistent-

ly in synagogue life. That means that 
for Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and 
all the Jewish holidays, congregants 
would have the option to attend a lay-
led service on the Hebrew date, or a 
diaspora service that would fall on the 
same day or the same weekend every 
year.

Here’s how it works. Rosh Ha-
shanah can occur at any time between 
September 5 and October 5, which ac-
counts for our annual musings, “The 
Holy Days are late (or early) this year.” 

But what if the Holy Days like 
Rosh Hashanah were consistent? What 
would it mean to Jewish families if 
they knew that September 17 is always 
Rosh Hashanah while Kol Nidre is al-
ways September 25 and Yom Kippur is 
always September 26? 

Or what if Erev Rosh Hashanah 
always fell on the third Friday of Sep-
tember so that the two-day New Year 
observance as well as Kol Nidre and 

Yom Kippur consistently occurred on 
weekend days?

How was your Chanukah this year? 
Was the transition from turkey to latkes 
a smooth one? For many Jewish fami-
lies, this year’s Chanukah was a chal-
lenge, not only because it fell so close 
to Thanksgiving, but because both the 

first night and the eighth night, when 
traditional Chanukah celebrations often 
are held, were also school and work 
nights. Not to mention that the entire 
eight-day celebration was especially 
challenging for families that had to 
navigate between Jewish tradition and 
secular society. But what if Chanukah 
was consistent as well, occurring at a 
time when secular society is celebrat-
ing a national holiday? 

Given that Chanukah can begin 
as early as late November or as late 
as the end of December, securing the 
holiday at a time consistent with school 
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Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her new 

book, Aging Jewishly, available on  
Amazon. It makes a great gift!

Arlene Stolnitz

The Garden of the Finzi-Continis –  
an important and disturbing new opera
By Arlene Stolnitz

I am continually asked where I get 
the material I write about. A di-
verse range of interesting topics 

from a variety of sources and a “nose 
for news” explains my interest in the 
variety of subjects I write about. One 
thing though is a constant: anything I 
write about has to be Judaically related.

So where does it all come from? 
I subscribe to a 
wide range of 
Jewish publica-
tions worldwide. 
Also, I am on the 
mailing list of 
Federation papers 
across the Unit-
ed States, much 
like the one you 
are reading today. 

The smallest tidbit of an article can be 
the impetus for me to do research, as 
long as it has some Jewish content. 
And over the last five years I have writ-
ten about some amazing subjects!

Which leads me to my latest “find,” 
a musical composition based on the 
well-known Finzi-Continis story.

On January 27, 2022, a major new 
contemporary opera, The Garden of 
the Finzi-Continis, was presented in a 
sold-out world premiere in New York 
City at the Edmond J. Safra Hall in the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage - A Living 
Memorial to the Holocaust. Finzi-Con-
tinis was co-produced by The New 
York City Opera Company and Nation-
al Yiddish Theater Folksbiene. It was 
in the making for over 10 years.

The opera is based on the semi-au-
tobiographical novel of the same name 
written in 1962 by Italian Jewish author 
Giorgio Bassani. In 1970, Italian film 
producer Vittorio de Sica directed the 
critically acclaimed movie (Italian: Il 
Giardino dei Finzi-Contini). The book, 
as well as the film, tells a tragic story of 
the lives of an upper-class Italian Jew-
ish family who thought they could cre-
ate a safe haven for themselves during 
Mussolini’s Fascist era of the 1930s. 
Often considered one of the best films 
of the Holocaust, it won an Academy 
Award in 1972 for Best Foreign Film 
and was nominated for Best Adapted 
Screenplay.

The opera was written by librettist 
Michael Korie and composer Ricky Ian 
Gordon, who both have Jewish roots. 
Korie found it important to go back 
to the book itself to get the original 
meaning of the text. The role of Micol 
Finzi-Contini is played by Rachel Blau-
stein, whose connection is a personal 
one. Her paternal grandfather is a survi-
vor who lost family after the Vel’ d’Hiv 
Roundup in Paris. During the roundup 
of the Jews, the inevitable end to the 
race laws, a Hashkiveinu for European 
Jewry is heard. Both Korie and Gordon 
are dedicating their work to their late 
fathers, thus connecting to their Jewish  
heritage.

In the words of Gordon: “I want-
ed to create my Italian opera. I wanted 
to enter that sort of August, summery, 
trees waving in the wind, the heat of 
the flowers, the garden, that sort of 

overripe sexuality, the yearning – the 
whole thing felt so perfumed by the 
Tuscan hillsides… Right now in this 
country, I don’t know that you can 
open minds with an opera, but I think 
we can respond.”

I was greatly moved when hearing 
of the collaboration between The New 
York City Opera Company and Nation-
al Yiddish Theater Folksbiene because 
it is such a timely topic. Even though 
I knew the film from years ago, with 
the current rise of antisemitism and the 
many problems we face as Jews today, 
I found this story painfully relevant. 

I recommend a fascinating inter-
view on YouTube with the Hon. Guido 
Calabresi, former Dean of Yale Law 
School and Senior Judge of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals, Second Circuit. His 
family is connected to the Finzi-Con-
tinis and he gives much interesting 
background for the book and the film. 

He asks the questions: How true are 
these stories, and are they accurate? 
And how will the opera deal with 
them?

The Garden of the Finzi-Continis 
was performed January 27 through 
February 6 at the Museum of Jewish 
Heritage in New York.

P.S. In a future column, I will 
tell the fascinating story of how I 
came to write this music column  
series in the first place.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of all 
kinds has led to this series of articles 
on Jewish Folk Music in the Diaspora.

Yom Kippur consistently occurred on 
weekend days?

How was your Chanukah this year? 
Was the transition from turkey to latkes 
a smooth one? For many Jewish fami-
lies, this year’s Chanukah was a chal-
lenge, not only because it fell so close 
to Thanksgiving, but because both the 

first night and the eighth night, when 
traditional Chanukah celebrations often 
are held, were also school and work 
nights. Not to mention that the entire 
eight-day celebration was especially 
challenging for families that had to 
navigate between Jewish tradition and 
secular society. But what if Chanukah 
was consistent as well, occurring at a 
time when secular society is celebrat-
ing a national holiday? 

Given that Chanukah can begin 
as early as late November or as late 
as the end of December, securing the 
holiday at a time consistent with school 

vacations and reduced work schedules 
might offer families the opportunity 
every year to bring children, parents 
and grandparents together. 

If Chanukah fell annually from 
December 21 through December 28, 
there would be time for our families to 
hear the stories, to kindle the light and 
to give a beautiful Jewish event the ka-
vanah (attention) that it deserves while 
rekindling traditions that form the bed-
rock of a vibrant Jewish life. 

A radical idea? Not really, especial-
ly when we consider what some histo-
rians believe actually happened during 
the time of the Maccabees, when Jews 
rescheduled an important Jewish holi-
day to a more convenient time.

In 2005, Rabbi Mark Glickman 
penned an article in The Seattle Times 
that posed the question: “Why is Ha-
nukkah eight days long?” Rabbi Glick-
man explains that the answer is found 
in the observance of another Jewish 
holiday, the festival of Sukkot. The 
rabbi writes, “Sukkot is an eight-day 
celebration that usually occurs in Sep-
tember or October, when Jews were 
supposed to have made pilgrimages to 
the Temple to offer sacrifices to God.” 

However, because the Temple was 
under siege, the Jews could not observe 
Sukkot. Approximately two months 
later, after the Temple was restored, the 
elders of the community decreed that 
Sukkot would be celebrated at a differ-

ent time. The Jews would adjust their 
festival dates to observe the eight days 
of Sukkot in December, in the Hebrew 
month of Kislev. So significant was 
this change that the holiday that year 
was known as Sukkot B’kislev, or De-
cember Sukkot!

Could it be that the Covid pan-
demic brought about a crisis in Juda-
ism as monumental as the Temple un-
der siege? David Suissa thinks so. He 
writes, “When the Second Temple was 
destroyed nearly 2,000 years ago, our 
religion went through another earth-
quake… (but) we overcame that de-
struction by being creative, resourceful 
and resilient.… We survived by staying 
connected to our tradition and to one 
another.”

Our person-to-person connections 
form the foundation of Jewish life. Our 
Hebrew calendar, perfect as it is for Is-
rael, is an obstacle in the diaspora. It is 
worth considering a diaspora calendar 
and, with Sukkot B’kislev as our guide, 
this time of upheaval could be the right 
time for a change that would revive 
synagogue life by meeting the needs of 
diaspora Jews.
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello...continued from previous page
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Lights…Camera…Wine!
By The Wine Whisperer

n Jerry  
    Greenfield

One of our favorite genres of 
feature films is the movie 
about wine. Documentaries 

can be very informative and entertain-
ing, like SOMM: Into the Bottle, which 
I show to my university wine class. It 
consists of 10 short segments that deal 
(often irreverently) with all aspects of 
winemaking, appreciation and con-
sumption.

But what we really love are the 
films that depict the world of wine and 

the people in it, 
sometimes with 
tongue in cheek 
and sometimes 
with reverence, 
even awe. We 
know that the 
world of wine is 
a very big place, 
so there’s plenty 
of room for film-

makers to interpret and portray it in all 
kinds of ways.

And, since many of us have been 
spending more time at home than nor-
mal the past two years, we all could 
use some fascinating entertainment. I 
hope you’ll log in to your Netflix or 
Amazon Prime accounts and share a 
few favorites. Don’t forget to enhance 
your movie watching with a nice glass 
of something special.

A Good Year (2006) – Russell 
Crowe stars in this delightful film 
about the transformational power of 
the wine life. He plays a British bond 
trader who’s something of a jerk. One 
day he gets a call that he’s inherited a 
winery in the fabulous French wine re-
gion of Provence. He goes there with 
every intention of dumping the place, 
but the charm of the wine life (and the 
woman he meets) turns him into a fair-
ly decent chap.

Bottle Shock (2008) – In this true 
story, the late Alan Rickman plays the 
owner of a wine store in Paris who 
staged the most important event in the 
history of American wine. The Paris 
tasting of 1976 came to be known as 
the Judgement of Paris and elevated 
the reputation of American wine to 
world-class status. Rickman decides 
to bring some California wines back 
to Paris and have the greatest critics 
in the country taste them blind against 
the finest Bordeaux and Burgundies. 
Of course, everyone thought he was 
nuts, but to their total astonishment – 
and the complete embarrassment of the 
French – two American wines win the 
competition. A good, if somewhat ro-
manticized interpretation of an historic 
event.

Sideways (2004) – Most of my 
wine friends think this is the best 
wine movie ever made. Paul Giamatti 

plays Miles, a depressed eighth-grade 
English teacher from San Diego, and 
a complete wine snob. He takes his 
old college roommate (Thomas Ha-
den Church) up to wine country for a 
week of golf and tastings in advance 
of Church’s wedding. Hilarity, ro-
mance and confusion ensue in this sur-
prise sleeper hit, and there are several 
charming insights into the attraction 
and delight of good wine.

When you have your watch party, 
consider opening some of our new fa-
vorites.

Fort Ross Pinot Noir “FRV” 
Sonoma Coast 2016 ($52) – On the 
nose, you’ll enjoy alluring scents of 
raspberry and cherry, along with some 
distinctive meaty notes and a touch of 
violets. The flavors are robust, includ-
ing characteristic raspberry, red cher-
ry and gentle hints of warm earth and 
spice. WW 92

B.R. Cohn Cabernet Sauvignon 
Sonoma County 2016 ($35) – Bruce 
Cohn, the founder, is the former man-
ager of the Doobie Brothers, and they 
do a concert at the winery every year. 
At least they used to. This rich Caber-
net has touches of Merlot, Petit Verdot 
and Malbec. Hugely complex, offering 
spice notes on a frame of rich black 
fruit. Hints of cinnamon, vanilla and 
coffee, and a finish that just won’t quit. 
WW 94

Garofoli “Macrina” Verdicchio 
Marche 2018 ($15) – Great value in a 
light, easy-to-drink white. Mostly fla-
vors of lemon and maybe even a hint of 
smoke. The wine is also vegan. WW 86

Selvapiana Chianti Rufina 2016 
($19) – The profile of this wine is right 
down the middle – an archetype of Chi-
anti offering sensations of rich black-
berry and herbs in a medium-bodied 
frame. WW 92

Gilgal Cabernet-Merlot Go-
lan Heights 2014 ($16) – This 50-50 
blend is nicely aromatic, delivering 
mixed red and black fruit flavors with 
a slight hint of orange and spice. The 
12 months of aging help to round it out 
and make it nicely approachable. The 
Israelis have come a long way. WW 89
Ask the Wine Whisperer
What was the most expensive bottle of 
wine ever sold? – Jena W., Fort Myers

In 2018, a bottle of 1945 Domain 
de la Romanee Conti Burgundy was 
sold at auction for $558,000.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er, a wine author, educator and consul-
tant. He is an adjunct professor in the 
wine program at Florida Gulf Coast 
University. Read his blog at www.wine 
whisperer.com. Jerry’s new book, He 
Lost it in the Catskills, is available on 
Amazon, or purchase your personally 
signed copy at catskillmemories.com.
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Chocolate Oznei Haman Filled with 
Halvah – recipe by Chef Dalia
When I moved to the U.S., I 

was amazed to discover 
what a disappointing re-

sponse Purim got from the majority of 
Jews here. As an Israeli, I definitely felt 
the cultural difference.

Purim just isn’t a big deal here in 
the U.S., and for most American Jews, 
this holiday, which I find so extremely 
spirited, is filled with childhood mem-
ories of Hebrew School Purim parades. 
For my Jewish American friends, Pu-
rim isn’t a holiday that they relate to 

as adults, aside from, maybe, a love of 
hamantaschen.

Growing up in Israel, Purim was 
always a big deal. From choosing 
my costume (I always wanted to be a 
Queen Esther and pretend to be beau-
tiful and powerful) to fussing over 
mischloach manot (or shalach manos). 
These little Purim gifts baskets that 
hold treats and goodies are exchanged 
in Israeli classrooms. They are shared 
with neighbors, friends, family and, 
especially, poor people on Purim. I 
loved the store-bought type of Oznei 
Haman (yummy triangle Purim cook-
ies) that they gave us at school, and the 
fun events that were often staged in our 
schoolyards with games and activities. 
It was truly a festive and exciting day.

Purim is about dancing, being 
drunk from happiness and being your-
self, even if you are hidden behind a 
costume. 

Purim in Israel can be kind of 
extravagant. But for me it’s all about 
Oznei Haman, a sweet holiday mem-
ory that appears every year. Although 
my kids grew up learning that the trian-
gular shape of the iconic Purim cookies 
are called hamantaschen, which sym-
bolize the evil Haman’s hat, in Israel, 
the desserts are called Oznei Haman 
(Haman’s Ears). The treats in Israel are 
made with shortbread dough, sweeter 
and crisper than what you can find in 
the stores in the U.S.

The pastries in Israel come stuffed 
with classics like poppy seed, though 
surprisingly not jam, which has little 
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Chocolate Oznei Haman Filled with 
Halvah – recipe by Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

When I moved to the U.S., I 
was amazed to discover 
what a disappointing re-

sponse Purim got from the majority of 
Jews here. As an Israeli, I definitely felt 
the cultural difference.

Purim just isn’t a big deal here in 
the U.S., and for most American Jews, 
this holiday, which I find so extremely 
spirited, is filled with childhood mem-
ories of Hebrew School Purim parades. 
For my Jewish American friends, Pu-
rim isn’t a holiday that they relate to 

as adults, aside from, maybe, a love of 
hamantaschen.

Growing up in Israel, Purim was 
always a big deal. From choosing 
my costume (I always wanted to be a 
Queen Esther and pretend to be beau-
tiful and powerful) to fussing over 
mischloach manot (or shalach manos). 
These little Purim gifts baskets that 
hold treats and goodies are exchanged 
in Israeli classrooms. They are shared 
with neighbors, friends, family and, 
especially, poor people on Purim. I 
loved the store-bought type of Oznei 
Haman (yummy triangle Purim cook-
ies) that they gave us at school, and the 
fun events that were often staged in our 
schoolyards with games and activities. 
It was truly a festive and exciting day.

Purim is about dancing, being 
drunk from happiness and being your-
self, even if you are hidden behind a 
costume. 

Purim in Israel can be kind of 
extravagant. But for me it’s all about 
Oznei Haman, a sweet holiday mem-
ory that appears every year. Although 
my kids grew up learning that the trian-
gular shape of the iconic Purim cookies 
are called hamantaschen, which sym-
bolize the evil Haman’s hat, in Israel, 
the desserts are called Oznei Haman 
(Haman’s Ears). The treats in Israel are 
made with shortbread dough, sweeter 
and crisper than what you can find in 
the stores in the U.S.

The pastries in Israel come stuffed 
with classics like poppy seed, though 
surprisingly not jam, which has little 

traction in Israeli bakeries. Beloved Is-
raeli flavors such as halvah spread and 
hazelnut nougat are everywhere. And 
growing in popularity are chocolate 
spread-filled centers; the soft spread 
hardens during cooking, ultimately 
resembling a Hershey’s Kiss hiding 
within a shortbread surface.

As is the case with sufganiyot on 
Hanukkah, Oznei Haman have become 
a big thing to watch for each year. 
Bakeries intentionally release mar-
keting campaigns to promote a new 

year’s special flavors, 
and travelers stop in 
to try a different kind 
each day in the month 
leading up to Purim, 
which this year starts 
on March 16.

My mother and 
grandmother would 
make them only occa-
sionally because the 
dough is a little labor- 
intensive to make and 
work with. But in my 
household, Purim has 
been the holiday on 
which I have taken 
something “tradition-
al” and turned in on its 
head! Exactly like they 
do in Israel.

It has become the 
minhag (custom) in 
my house to make ha-
mantaschen, but not 
the kinds you are cer-
tainly used to. For my 

children, no prune! No poppy seeds! 
Instead, we have new and modern fla-
vors to please even the youngest pal-
ate – peanut butter and jelly, Reese’s 
peanut butter cup, Skittles… you name 
it. We invent new yummy fillings each 
year. This year, I combined two of 
my favorite ingredients into delicious 
Chocolate Oznei Haman filled with 
halvah. I make batches of dough with 
my children. Though it takes their fin-
gers a few tries to get things just right, 
we fold the dough into triangles in the 
shape of Haman’s funny hat and wait 
in anticipation as they bake, diving in 
right away, blowing on their sweet in-
sides so we can savor that first bite.

We make sure to bake enough to 
give away as presents to family, friends 
and neighbors. We make bags of mish-
loach manot, fulfilling the mitzvah of 
giving gifts to our loved ones. Enjoy 
celebrating this Jewish holiday, fulfill-
ing the many mitzvot Purim provides!
Ingredients
For chocolate dough:

• 1/2 cup dark chocolate, broken 
into cubes

• 1 cup flour
• 10 tablespoons cold butter cut into 

cubes
• 5 tablespoons powdered sugar
• 2 tablespoons cocoa powder
• 1 tablespoon orange zest
• a pinch of salt
• 1 egg yolk
• 1-2 tablespoons cold water 

(optional, as needed)
• To fill: Halvah spread

For decoration: 
• 1/2 cup white chocolate 

Preparation:
 X Chocolate dough: In a food proces-

sor, combine dark chocolate and 
flour, and grind together until all 
the chocolate has been ground and 
chocolate flour is obtained.

 X Add butter, powdered sugar, co-
coa, zest and salt. Process until the 
mixture is crumbly.

 X Add the egg yolk and water grad-
ually and only enough for dough 
to form (try to use as little water 
as possible). Form the dough into 
a ball, cover in cling wrap and re-
frigerate for an hour or two.

 X Heat the oven to 350 degrees. Line 
a baking tray with parchment pa-
per.

 X Roll the dough onto a floured sur-
face until it is approximately 1” 
thick, then cut into circles.

 X Take a teaspoon of halvah spread 
and place it in the center of the 
dough.

 X Fold the dough on three sides to 
the center to form a triangle, and 
lightly pinch them together.

 X Place on the prepared baking tray 
and bake for 15-20 minutes until 
golden.

 X Allow to cool completely to room 
temperature.

Decoration: 
 X In a microwave-safe bowl, place 

the white chocolate cubes and melt 

in the microwave for 30 seconds or 
until melted.

 X Transfer the melted chocolate to a 
small drizzle bag and drizzle thin 
stripes over the Oznei Haman.

 X Cool the decorated Oznei Haman 
for about 10 minutes in the freezer 
to stabilize the chocolate.

Chef’s Tips:
 X Instead of halvah spread you can 

use any other spread you like.
 X Instead of white chocolate, you can 

decorate the Oznei Haman with 
melted milk or bitter chocolate.

 X Keep the Oznei Haman in an air-
tight container for up to a week.

AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL GROCERY STORE
www.MurphyandDavids.com

BRING YOUR BEST
TO THE TABLE

WITH MURPHY & DAVID’S CORNED BEEF

GREAT FORREUBENS,TOO!
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jew-
ish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one  
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also 
identified as Jewish.

Catwoman is Jewish
The Batman opens in theaters on Fri-
day, March 4. There is a long back- 
story on the production of this new en-
try in the Batman odyssey. Suffice it to 
say that it’s pretty much a “new start” 
for the Batman series. So many “new 
starts” probably would have surprised 
BOB KANE (1915-1998), who creat-
ed the Batman comic character.

The Caped Crusader is played by 
Robert Pattinson (Twilight Saga films). 
As the film opens, billionaire Bruce 
Wayne has already “become” Batman, 
but is not yet a seasoned crime fighter. 
Here’s the basic plot: Batman pursues 
the Riddler, a major “baddie.” The 
Riddler (Paul Dano) is a serial killer 
who targets the elites of Gotham City. 
While hunting the Riddler, Batman un-
covers corruption that implicates his 
own family. He is forced to make new 
allies to catch the Riddler and clean up 
the corruption.

ZOE KRAVITZ, 33, plays Cat-
woman, a character with criminal 
baggage who, nonetheless, has often 
helped Batman. Her real identity is 
Selina Kyle, and in this film, Kyle is a 
nightclub worker who moonlights as a 
cat burglar. She chances to meet Bat-
man, and her desire to help vulnerable 
people leads her to ally with Batman. 
Advance reports say that this film will 
emphasize the Selina part of Catwom-
an’s life.

Kravitz identifies as a “secular 
Jew.” Her father, musician Lenny 
Kravitz, had a Jewish father and an 
African American, not Jewish, moth-
er. (He identifies as a Christian.) Her 
mother, actress LISA BONET, had a 
Jewish mother and a non-Jewish, Afri-
can American father.

Kravitz is the first Jewish woman 
to play Catwoman. However, I will 
note that African American actress/
singer Eartha Kitt, who played Cat-
woman on the ’60s Batman TV show, 
was a huge Israel supporter and record-
ed some Yiddish songs. Her only child, 
Kit Shapiro, is married to a Jewish man 
and I think (but haven’t confirmed)  

she converted to Judaism.
Tailor meets gangsters
The Outfit opens in theaters on Friday, 
March 18. British actor Mark Rylance 
plays Leonard, an English tailor who 
crafts suits for the very wealthy. A per-
sonal tragedy leads him to leave the 
U.K. He opens a small tailor shop in 
a run-down part of Chicago. The only 
people who can afford to buy his fancy 
suits are a family of vicious gangsters. 
ZOEY DEUTCH, 27, co-stars as a 
woman who ends up helping Leonard 
as he gets involuntarily involved in the 
gang’s deadly business.
The ’80s Lakers
The eight-episode HBO series Win-
ning Time: The Rise of the Lakers Dy-
nasty premieres on Sunday, March 6. 
It’s about the “wild ride” of the NBA 
(National Basketball Association) team 
during the ’80s. The Los Angeles Lak-
ers had the great Magic Johnson, a very 
colorful owner, and the first “hot danc-
ing” cheerleaders.

JASON SEGEL, 42, plays Lak-
ers coach Paul Westhead. He led the 
Lakers to a championship in 1980 and 
was fired two years later after clashing 
with Magic. Coach Pat Riley, who re-
placed Westhead, and won four cham-
pionships in the ’80s, is played by 
ADRIEN BRODY, 48. (Actresses 
MOLLY GORDON and LOLA 
KIRKE appear in much smaller roles.)
Theranos mess
The Dropout is a six-episode mini-se-
ries that will premiere on Hulu on 
Thursday, March 3. The first three ep-
isodes will air that day, with the last 
three shown on successive weeks. It 
tells the story of the rise and fall of 
Elizabeth Holmes, the now infamous 
head of the medical company Theranos 
(which falsely claimed it had a way to 
test for many conditions with a single 
drop of blood).

Amanda Seyfried stars as 
Holmes. The large supporting cast in-
cludes STEPHEN FRY, 64, HART 
BOCHNER, 64, and EBON MOSS-
BACHRACH, 44. 

Fry plays Ian Gibbons, a British 

biochemist who worked for Theranos. 
Gibbons committed suicide (2013) 
shortly before he was supposed to tes-
tify in a lawsuit about the company’s 
blood-testing technology. Bochner 
plays LARRY ELLISON, 77, the bil-
lionaire founder of Oracle, the famous 
software company. Ellison was an ear-
ly investor in Theranos, and his back-
ing helped persuade others to invest in 
the company.

Moss-Bachrach (Girls) has the 
best role of his career. He plays John 
Carreyrou, the dogged Wall Street 

Journal reporter whose stories about 
Theranos were critical to exposing the 
company’s rampant fraud.

By the way, while Elizabeth 
Holmes is not Jewish, she is a remote 
descendant of CHARLES FLEISCH-
MANN (1833-1897), the founder of 
the famous yeast company that bears 
his last name. His yeast revolutionized 
baking. If you used it, things “rose” 
and stayed that way. Holmes hoped to 
revolutionize blood testing, but all she 
produced was a product that totally  
deflated investors’ hopes.

Marcia Can Help 
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  22001177. 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  AAllaann  IIssaaaaccss  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499    eexxtt..  66  oorr  aallaanniissaaaaccss@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg..  

A 98-YEAR-OLD 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR 
BUILT A MASSIVE TIKTOK 
FOLLOWING TO COMBAT 
DENIERS 
Lily Ebert, now 98, survived the death 
camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau. After 
liberation, Ebert promised herself she 
would tell people what had happened 
there. Now, living in London, Ebert is 
keeping that promise with the help of 
her 18-year-old great-grandson, telling 
her story to millions of people on Tik-
Tok. Since February 9, 2021, they have 
posted more than 380 videos, drawing 
in 1.7 million followers and amassing 
25 million likes.

Ebert, born in Hungary, arrived 
with her family in Auschwitz when she 
was 20. Guards took her mother, broth-
er and sister to the gas chambers the day 
they arrived. In total, more than 100 of 
Ebert’s relatives died in the Holocaust. 
In her videos, Ebert talked about how 
the Nazis gave their captives so little 
food that some died of hunger. She 
told viewers about the smell of burning 
flesh and how, when she returned to the 
death camp years later, she felt like she 
was smelling it again. Female Nazis 
killed prisoners’ babies. 

   

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS 
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent  

Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us. 

Karin Fine 
Sherri & Ira Zucker 
Jackie & Alan Cadkin 
Shalom Dancers 
Mellow Mah Jongg 

Anonymous 
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help 
Naomi Bloom  
Barbara & Earl Magdovitz 
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein 

    INDIGENT FUND / MARCIA CAN HELP 
 Marty Freling 

Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Temple Judea 
Edward & Beverly Drucker 
Taryn Sasser 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 
Steve & Toni Goodman 
Richard Bornfreund 

Alan & Harriet S. Josephson 
Robert & Bette Batson 
Amazon Smile 
Barry & Barbara Epstein 
Gene & Andrea Sipe 
Rosalyn Shraiar 
Sharon Boyd 
Steven & Julie Guterman 

    FOOD PANTRY 

Temple Beth El 
Temple Bat Yam  
Temple Judea 
Ruth Lefberg 
Victor Gold 
Cindi McIntyre 
Shalom Life Center 
Jerry & Barbara Snyderman 

The Simons 
Arnie Obstein 
Judith Yevick 
Suvanne Orkin 
Victoria Sweet 
Linda Silver 
Robin Green 

TOGETHER  
We can make a 
Difference  

    LINDA F. IDELSON CULINARY DESIGN FUND 
Charles Idelson 
Carolyn Gora 
Anita Freedman 
Claire Goldhagen 

Anne Schwartz 
Andy & Debbie Shuping 
Hy Tuchman 

Stay connected all month long 
at JewishFederationLCC.org
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Marcia Can Help 
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  22001177. 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  AAllaann  IIssaaaaccss  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499    eexxtt..  66  oorr  aallaanniissaaaaccss@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg..  

A 98-YEAR-OLD 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR 
BUILT A MASSIVE TIKTOK 
FOLLOWING TO COMBAT 
DENIERS 
Lily Ebert, now 98, survived the death 
camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau. After 
liberation, Ebert promised herself she 
would tell people what had happened 
there. Now, living in London, Ebert is 
keeping that promise with the help of 
her 18-year-old great-grandson, telling 
her story to millions of people on Tik-
Tok. Since February 9, 2021, they have 
posted more than 380 videos, drawing 
in 1.7 million followers and amassing 
25 million likes.

Ebert, born in Hungary, arrived 
with her family in Auschwitz when she 
was 20. Guards took her mother, broth-
er and sister to the gas chambers the day 
they arrived. In total, more than 100 of 
Ebert’s relatives died in the Holocaust. 
In her videos, Ebert talked about how 
the Nazis gave their captives so little 
food that some died of hunger. She 
told viewers about the smell of burning 
flesh and how, when she returned to the 
death camp years later, she felt like she 
was smelling it again. Female Nazis 
killed prisoners’ babies. 

In a video viewed 25 million times, 
she shows the number that Nazis tat-
tooed into her left forearm. “My num-
ber is A-10572. That is what I was,” 
she said.

In a recent video for International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day that was 
viewed 1.2 million times in five days, 
Ebert said, “The Holocaust was the 
biggest crime against humanity. Nev-
er before were factories – factories – 
built for killing people. I was there in 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. I am a witness.” 
((Jonathan Edwards, Washington Post)

EMIRATI OFFICIAL: WE 
ACCEPT ISRAEL AS PART 
OF THE REGION
Senior Emirati official Dr. Ali Al Nu-
aimi, who helped pave the way for 
the Abraham Accords, told the Jewish 
News the impact of the normalization 
agreement with Israel had “exceed-
ed” all expectations within a year. He 
suggested his generation of Arabs had 
been “hijacked by a narrative that cre-
ated hate between us” and his govern-
ment was taken aback by the level of 
support on the Israeli street for warmer 
relations.

The process has confirmed that 
people in the region have changed, Al 

Nuaimi said. “The Arab people are fed 
up with wars and terrorism, they want 
peace.... The Israelis have changed, 
the Palestinians have changed and the 
Arabs have changed. Some leaders 
didn’t yet change but they will. Now 
when Israelis visit the UAE they see 
with their own eyes that we are Arab, 
we are Muslim, but we believe they are 
part of the region. The message that 
went to them in the last 70 years was 
that they are not accepted. That when-
ever there is an opportunity to destroy 
Israel it will be taken. They see from 
our people, not only our leadership, it’s 
different.” (Justin Cohen, Jewish News 
- UK)

ISRAEL APPROVES  
$95 MILLION JOINT 
RESEARCH FUND WITH UAE
On Sunday, January 23, Israel’s cabi-
net approved a joint Israel-UAE R&D 
fund to encourage collaboration on 
technological innovation, and to help 
Israeli companies access resources that 
are not available in Israel. Israel will 
allocate NIS 15 million a year over the 
next decade and the UAE will provide 
matching funds, for a total of NIS 300 
million ($95 million). (Lazar Berman, 
Times of Israel)

THE ARAB WORLD IS  
RE-EMBRACING JEWS
From Morocco to the Gulf, a surpris-
ing number of Arab countries are wel-
coming back Jews and embracing their 
Jewish heritage.

The failures and excesses of Arab 
nationalism and Islamism have forced 
many countries to rethink chauvinist 
dogmas.

“The Arab world has too many 
problems to still care about Palestine,” 
says Kamal Alam, an expert on Syria. 
“Instead, they look at Israel and Jews 
as models for running a successful 
country that feeds itself without oil.”

Most Arabs have no memory of the 
big Arab-Israeli wars of last century. 
Milder opinions have been encouraged 
by leaders who see the Jewish state as a 
potential trade partner and ally against 
Iran.

Saudi Arabia has not formally 
made peace with Israel, but the king-
dom – once one of the world’s most 
closed and intolerant countries – now 
welcomes Jews, even Israelis (travel-
ing on foreign passports).

Hebrew can be heard at fairs and 
festivals. An Israeli mentalist performed 

continued on next page 

Stay connected all month long 
at JewishFederationLCC.org
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at a recent royal party. Anti-Jewish cal-
umnies have been culled from Saudi 
textbooks.

Muhammad bin Salman, the crown 
prince and de facto ruler of Saudi Ara-
bia, has defied the clerics by sponsor-
ing archaeological digs of Jewish sites 
in the hopes of one day attracting Jew-
ish sightseers.

In Egypt, the government of Ab-
del-Fattah al-Sisi is renovating Jewish 
cemeteries and what was once the big-
gest synagogue in the Middle East.

The regime of Bashar al-Assad in 
Syria is restoring synagogues and has 
reached out to the many Syrian Jews 
in New York, hosting a delegation of 
them in Damascus. (Economist - UK)

ISRAEL TO REPAIR, 
PROTECT HERITAGE SITES 
IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA 
Israel’s Jerusalem Affairs and Heritage 
Ministry plans to allocate $3.2 million 
for the preservation, rehabilitation and 
rescue of heritage sites in Judea and 
Samaria. Dozens of archaeological 
sites have been targeted by the Pales-
tinian Authority (PA) and antiquities 
robbers in the Palestinian territories. 
Recently, Israel Hayom reported that 
antiquities robbers had caused signifi-
cant damage to an ancient Roman am-
phitheater in Samaria. Last year, Pal-
estinian roadwork destroyed portions 
of a 3,200-year-old wall on the biblical 
site of Joshua’s altar on Mount Ebal, 
near Nablus.

Funding will go toward reconstruc-
tion work at Sebastia, which served as 
the capital of the kingdom of Israel 
during the period of the First Temple, 
and for efforts to better protect archae-
ological sites. Further funding will be 

allocated toward reconstruction work 
at the Hasmonean royal winter palaces, 
a complex of Hasmonean and Herodi-
an buildings from the Second Temple 
period near Jericho, after local Arab 
vandals damaged the site.

Minister Ze’ev Elkin said, “The 
destruction of the sites, which is be-
ing carried out under the auspices of 
the PA, is destroying the history of 
the entire region.... The conservation 
of heritage sites in Judea and Samaria 
is a national mission.” (Efrat Forsher,  
Israel Hayom)

THE CAMPAIGN TO 
WEAKEN IRAN HAS 
BEGUN
On Tuesday, February 1, Israeli Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett told the Insti-
tute for National Security Studies in 
Tel Aviv:

 ¡ In a Middle East that is constantly 
changing, “we must make friends 
and neutralize enemies. The Unit-
ed States has been, and will always 
be, our best friend, but Washington 
has its own set of interests, which 
we must honestly admit do not al-
ways overlap with ours.... Its inter-
est in the region is dwindling. The 
United States is currently focused 
on the Russian-Ukrainian border, 
and it is in a strategic conflict with 
China.”

 ¡ “This is the reality.... We must act 
within existing circumstances, not 
in a world that we wished exist-
ed.... In the geopolitical arena... a 
void that is created is immediately 
filled. The U.S. presence in the re-
gion can be filled, God forbid, by 
the forces of terrorism and hatred 
or, with the right steps, it can be 
filled by Israel.”

 ¡ “Our region is full of people who 
get up in the morning, every morn-
ing, with one purpose: to disturb 
the peace... and create a perpet-

ual state of chaos and war. This 
is prevalent from the Houthis in  
Yemen to Hizbullah in Lebanon, 
from Shiite militias in Iraq to 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad in Gaza. 
What these extremists all have in 
common is that their invoice is sent 
to Tehran at the end of the month.... 
When it comes to the majority of 
threats against us, Iran is the head 
of the axis and the ‘head of the  
octopus.’”

 ¡ “The campaign to weaken Iran has 
begun. This campaign is being con-
ducted in multiple fields: nuclear, 
economic, cyber, overt and covert 
operations, both by ourselves and 
in collaboration with others.”

 ¡ “The missile may have been 
launched from Beirut or from 
Gaza, but the address is Tehran. 
The weaker Tehran is, the weaker 
its affiliates are. The hungrier the 
octopus is, the less reach it has 
with its tentacles. Then on our bor-
der we encounter something much 
weaker. The logic is clear.”

 ¡ “On the other hand, the removal of 
sanctions and the flood of billions 
of dollars for this regime means 
more rockets, more UAVs, more 
terrorist cells, more cyberattacks 
and malign activities... not only 
against us but also against our 
American allies in the region and 
other allies.... No agreement will 
prevent us from protecting the cit-
izens of Israel.” (Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett, Prime Minister’s 
Office)

AMNESTY UK PUBLISHES 
A FALSE, BIASED AND 
ANTISEMITIC REPORT
The State of Israel absolutely rejects all 
the false allegations that appear in the 
report released recently by Amnesty 
UK. The report recycles lies, inconsis-
tencies and unfounded assertions that 
originate from well-known anti-Israeli 
hate organizations. Repeating the same 
lies over and over does not make the 
lies reality, but rather makes Amnesty 
illegitimate.

The report denies the State of Is-
rael’s right to exist as the nation state 
of the Jewish people. Its extremist lan-
guage and distortion of historical con-
text were designed to demonize Israel 
and pour fuel onto the fire of antisem-
itism.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Yair 
Lapid said, “Amnesty was once an 
esteemed organization that we all re-
spected. Today, it is the exact oppo-
site.... Amnesty does not call Syria an 
‘apartheid state’ – a country whose 
government murdered half a million of 
its own citizens – nor Iran or any other 
corrupt and murderous regime in Af-
rica or Latin America.... If Israel were 
not a Jewish state, nobody in Amnes-
ty would dare argue against it.” (Israel 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

AMNESTY TRIES TO 
DISTORT MY ARAB 
IDENTITY
As an Israeli Arab who grew up in 
Nazareth, Amnesty International’s re-
cent report tries to distort my identity. 
Israeli Arabs like me live under the 
democratically elected government of 

Israel with equal rights like any Jew-
ish citizen. No matter how many times 
Amnesty International tries to erase my 
identity to advance its political agenda, 
that doesn’t make it the truth.

I was a soldier in the Israel De-
fense Forces protecting the north of 
Israel – where most of the Israeli-Ar-
ab community lives – from terrorist 
rocket attacks by Hizbullah. I was also 
a commander of dozens of Jewish sol-
diers. What kind of “apartheid” would 
let Arabs give orders to Jews?

A recent report by the Israel De-
mocracy Institute showed that the ma-
jority of Israeli Arabs identify as Arab 
or Israeli Arab. Only 7% identify as 
Palestinian. In our Arab-Israeli com-
munity, the majority want to live in 
peace with Jews. Many already are an 
integral part of Israeli society.

If Israel has a racial issue with 
Arabs, why did we then make peace 
with Morocco, UAE, Egypt, Jordan 
and Bahrain? (Yoseph Haddad, CEO 
of the NGO Together - Vouch for Each 
Other, which aims to create better un-
derstanding and cooperation between 
Israeli Arabs and Israeli Jews, Jerusa-
lem Post)

WHOOPI GOLDBERG 
ISN’T THE ONLY ONE WHO 
DOESN’T UNDERSTAND 
ANTISEMITISM
Whoopi Goldberg recently declared 
that “the Holocaust wasn’t about race,” 
because it was “two groups of White 
people.” Her co-hosts pushed back. 
Joy Behar noted that the Nazis were 
obsessed with race, and Sara Haines 
reminded Goldberg that Jews were not 
considered White in Nazi Germany. 
Within eight hours, Goldberg had apol-
ogized, saying, “I’m sorry for the hurt 
I have caused.”

But her comments reflect a disturb-
ing ideology that is growing increas-
ingly rampant: a concerted effort to re-
write the history of the Jewish people 
and render the nature of antisemitism 
as nebulous and as nonspecific to Jews 
as possible. It’s an ideology that tries 
to turn Jews into White people, that 
tries to erase Jewish vulnerability and 
oppression, and which myopically cat-
egorizes the hatred against them into 
American considerations of what rac-
ism looks like. But Jews predate these 
categories (and America, as a nation) 
by thousands of years.

As I watched Goldberg, I found 
myself thinking of my Berlin-born 
grandmother. She remembers that she 
wasn’t allowed to go to the park, the 
pool or have a bicycle. She wasn’t al-
lowed into restaurants. She couldn’t 
go to the theater, the movies, museum 
exhibits or the beach. These racial dis-
criminations were state sponsored. She 
carries the trauma of that exclusion 
with her to this day.

The Nazi Nuremberg laws were 
highly specific, based on calculating 
the amount of Jewish blood in a per-
son’s veins. To describe the Holocaust 
as “not about race” betrays a profound 
ignorance of what the Holocaust en-
tailed. The failing here is that Gold-
berg’s misunderstanding is all too 
common. (Daniella Greenbaum, Wash-
ington Post)
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Israel with equal rights like any Jew-
ish citizen. No matter how many times 
Amnesty International tries to erase my 
identity to advance its political agenda, 
that doesn’t make it the truth.

I was a soldier in the Israel De-
fense Forces protecting the north of 
Israel – where most of the Israeli-Ar-
ab community lives – from terrorist 
rocket attacks by Hizbullah. I was also 
a commander of dozens of Jewish sol-
diers. What kind of “apartheid” would 
let Arabs give orders to Jews?

A recent report by the Israel De-
mocracy Institute showed that the ma-
jority of Israeli Arabs identify as Arab 
or Israeli Arab. Only 7% identify as 
Palestinian. In our Arab-Israeli com-
munity, the majority want to live in 
peace with Jews. Many already are an 
integral part of Israeli society.

If Israel has a racial issue with 
Arabs, why did we then make peace 
with Morocco, UAE, Egypt, Jordan 
and Bahrain? (Yoseph Haddad, CEO 
of the NGO Together - Vouch for Each 
Other, which aims to create better un-
derstanding and cooperation between 
Israeli Arabs and Israeli Jews, Jerusa-
lem Post)

WHOOPI GOLDBERG 
ISN’T THE ONLY ONE WHO 
DOESN’T UNDERSTAND 
ANTISEMITISM
Whoopi Goldberg recently declared 
that “the Holocaust wasn’t about race,” 
because it was “two groups of White 
people.” Her co-hosts pushed back. 
Joy Behar noted that the Nazis were 
obsessed with race, and Sara Haines 
reminded Goldberg that Jews were not 
considered White in Nazi Germany. 
Within eight hours, Goldberg had apol-
ogized, saying, “I’m sorry for the hurt 
I have caused.”

But her comments reflect a disturb-
ing ideology that is growing increas-
ingly rampant: a concerted effort to re-
write the history of the Jewish people 
and render the nature of antisemitism 
as nebulous and as nonspecific to Jews 
as possible. It’s an ideology that tries 
to turn Jews into White people, that 
tries to erase Jewish vulnerability and 
oppression, and which myopically cat-
egorizes the hatred against them into 
American considerations of what rac-
ism looks like. But Jews predate these 
categories (and America, as a nation) 
by thousands of years.

As I watched Goldberg, I found 
myself thinking of my Berlin-born 
grandmother. She remembers that she 
wasn’t allowed to go to the park, the 
pool or have a bicycle. She wasn’t al-
lowed into restaurants. She couldn’t 
go to the theater, the movies, museum 
exhibits or the beach. These racial dis-
criminations were state sponsored. She 
carries the trauma of that exclusion 
with her to this day.

The Nazi Nuremberg laws were 
highly specific, based on calculating 
the amount of Jewish blood in a per-
son’s veins. To describe the Holocaust 
as “not about race” betrays a profound 
ignorance of what the Holocaust en-
tailed. The failing here is that Gold-
berg’s misunderstanding is all too 
common. (Daniella Greenbaum, Wash-
ington Post)
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VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED! 

We need help with: 

 Set-Up 

 Clean-Up 

 Crafts 

 Food/Vendor Area 

 Stage area 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers 

Interested in joining us? 
 

Please attend our Volunteer Open 
House! 
 Wednesday, March 16th, 6PM 

 Wednesday, April 13th, 6PM 

 Tuesday May 3rd, 2PM 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd, Fort Myers 

Contact Debbie: 239.481.4449 x4 or 

debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

ISRAELFEST — SUNDAY, MAY 15TH, 2-5 P.M. 

A cinematic love letter to Haifa’s multicultural humanity

By Abigail Klein Leichman, February 6, 2022, ISRAEL21c.org

New documentary, Breaking Bread, focuses on Arab and Jewish chefs who work jointly 
on creating dishes in a city known for multicultural coexistence.

In today’s world, where we are 
bombarded with stories about 
division, I was driven to tell 

the story of Breaking Bread, which is 
about commonality,” said Beth Elise 
Hawk, writer and director of a newly 
released documentary about Haifa’s 
A-Sham Arabic Food Festival.

Founded in 2015 by microbiologist 
Nof Atamna-Ismaeel, the first Israeli 
Arab to win Israel’s reality show Mas-
terChef, the festival brings together 
Arab and Jewish chefs who work joint-
ly on creating dishes in a city known 
for multicultural coexistence.

Each chef puts a personal spin on 
traditional recipes handed down over 
generations.

“When the chefs cook together in 
the kitchen, political and religious la-
bels fall to the wayside, and what’s left 
in their wake are human beings with 

“ striking similarities,” Hawk said.
She heard about the annual festival 

on a radio show that she was listening 
to while sitting in Los Angeles traffic. 
When she got home, she messaged At-
amna-Ismaeel on Facebook.

Hawk came to Haifa for five weeks 
to prepare for the filming and get ac-
quainted with Arabic cuisine.

“Many of the film’s featured dish-
es are unfamiliar to sophisticated food-
ies,” she said. “Dishes like mussakhan 
(a traditional Palestinian dish of roast-
ed sumac chicken atop caramelized on-
ions and laffa bread), taashimi (Levan-

tine whole fish baked 
in a crust) and manti 
(lamb dumplings) are 
not well known here 
in the United States. 
So, it has been a joy 
to help generate inter-
est in these dishes.”

Hawk also got 
acquainted with the 
city itself.

“Little did I know 
that once I’d arrive in 

Haifa, the chefs, the city, the food, the 
humanity would provide a magical nar-
rative far exceeding my expectations,” 
she said. “In a way, Breaking Bread is 
a love letter to Haifa.”

Atamna-Ismaeel, the film’s pri-
mary subject, “believes encouraging 

contact between opposing sides leads 
to a better understanding and improved 
relations. She exudes charm and wit, 
is creative and talented. But it’s her 
quips like, ‘I don’t believe there’s any 
room for politics in the kitchen,’ and 
her tenacity to bridge the gap, to make 

small steps, hoping that they will lead 
to huge ones, that make her an inspira-
tional protagonist in Breaking Bread,” 
said Hawk.

Atamna-Ismaeel selected the chefs 
and paired them up for the festival.

“I would film a pair of chefs, and 
it would become obvious, in the mo-
ment, that they would be stars of the 
film. For example, the pairing of chefs 
Shlomi Meir and Ali Khattib was a gift 
from the cinema heavens. Their natural 
bond over parallel missions was emo-
tional and organically embodied the 
themes of the film.

“You have Shlomi, a third-genera-
tion owner of Haifa’s Maayan Habira 
restaurant, propelled by his mission 
to continue the legacy of his deceased 

grandfather’s cooking. Everything 
Shlomi touches in his kitchen, from the 
meat smoker to the antiquated refrig-
erator he refuses to update, resurrects 
the memory of his grandfather,” Hawk 
said.

“And then you have Ali, propelled 
by his desire to 
continue the leg-
acy of his grand-
mother’s unique 
Syrian dishes by 
introducing them 
into the Israeli cu-
linary scene. And 
the first step in this 
journey is to teach 
Shlomi, at the fes-
tival, how to make 
his grandmother’s 

yogurt, bulgur and lamb soup named 
kishek. Shlomi and Ali are mirror im-
ages. They recognize themselves in 
each other.”

Hawk engaged Jewish Israeli cin-
ematographer Ofer Ben Yehuda, and 
Egyptian-born composer Omar El-
Deeb. Breaking Bread won an audi-
ence award at the Napa Valley Film 
Festival.
Abigail Klein Leichman is a writer and 
associate editor at ISRAEL21c. Prior 
to moving to Israel in 2007, she was 
a specialty writer and copy editor at 
a major daily newspaper in New Jer-
sey and has freelanced for a variety 
of newspapers and periodicals since 
1984.

A-Sham Arabic Food Festival founder Dr. Nof Atamna-Ismaeel in Breaking Bread  
(Photos courtesy of Cohen Media Group)

Plated manti (lamb dumplings) pictured in Breaking Bread 

Kanafeh, an Arab dessert, pictured in Breaking Bread 

Shlomi Meir and Ali Khattib in a scene from Breaking Bread
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Antisemitism is  
self-destructive
Antisemitism is irrational. It is 

the product of a sick mind or 
a sick society, and is the ex-

pression of people who have need to 
ventilate their hatred. 
Hitler was paranoid 
and he succeeded in 
making a confused, 
angry German nation 
paranoid. There was 
no rhyme or reason 
for it. This was clas-
sic antisemitism. 

There is a sto-
ry from the Talmud 

which indicates exactly how this pro-
cess works. 

One day a Jew passed the imperial 
train and saluted the Roman Emperor 
Hadrian, who waxed furious, “You, a 
Jew, dare to greet the Emperor! You 
shall pay for this with your life!” Later 

that day, another Jew passed the Em-
peror and did not greet him. “A Jew 
dares pass a Roman Emperor without 
saluting?” Hadrian exclaimed. “You 
shall be killed!” To his puzzled court-
iers, Hadrian explained, “I hate Jews, 
so I use any excuse to destroy them.” 

But the more accurate observa-
tion is that antisemitism is ultimately 
self-destructive. 

An historian by the name of Olive 
Schreiner once observed, “The study 
of the history of Europe teaches this 
lesson: the nations which dealt fairly 
with the Jew have prospered; the na-
tions that tortured and oppressed them 
wrote out their own curse.” 

Antisemitism hurts the Jew, but  
the hate it generates harms its perpe-
trators. 
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.

n Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin DEADLINE: 

  
ELIGIBILITY: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APPLICATION: 
PROCESS 

April 29, 2022 
 
Scholarship applications are now available 
for Jewish residents of Lee and Charlotte 
Counties, Florida, wishing to pursue     
postsecondary education.   

Applicants must be under 30 years of age 
and priority will be given to full-time       
students. Funding is limited and decisions 
will be based primarily on financial need.  
 
For guidelines and application process,  
visit our website at jewishfederationlcc.org 
 

Scholarships are made available from designated  
funds held by the Jewish Community Foundation.  

Fall 2022 
Educational Scholarships 

Available  

Fighting hate

n Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

The Hashkiveinu prayer, the sec-
ond of the two prayers said after 
the Sh’ma in the evening ser-

vice, asks God to protect us while we 
sleep. We ask that God “spread over us 

His shelter of peace” 
to keep us safe from 
those dark forces 
“that go bump in the 
night.” 

In Siddur Lev 
Shalem, the siddur 
we use at our con-
gregation, the words 
“Remove from us 
enemies, pestilence, 

sword, starvation and sorrow; remove 
the evil forces that surround us,” are 
in smaller font. Over these words is 
the instruction, “Some omit on Shab-
bat.” During our service, the prayer is 
read aloud in English, and we include 
them. Since the siddur was published 
in 2016, the world has changed a lot. 
We must still pray that God protect us 
from “the evil forces that surround us,” 
both natural and man-made. We saw 
one of those man-made forces of evil 
target the Jewish community in Texas 
in January. 

In a few weeks, we will celebrate 
the holiday of Purim. There are two 
distinct parts of this holiday. The part 
most of us think of is when we wear 
masks, make lots of noise and drown 
out the name of Haman. There’s even a 
custom of getting drunk. It’s meant to 
be a raucous celebration. But the Shab-
bat before Purim is called Shabbat 
Zakhor, the Shabbat of Remembrance, 
when we remember how close Haman 
came to killing the Jews of Persia. The 
Book of Esther says that Haman was a 

descendant of a desert tribe, the Ama-
lekites, who attacked us when we first 
left Egypt. On Shabbat Zakhor, we read 
a passage from the Torah where we are 
commanded to never forget their cruel-
ty of this people; to wipe it out.

But just two chapters before that 
passage about wiping out Amalekite 
cruelty is the commandment that we 
must not hate the Egyptians. After all, 
the Egyptians took us in when we need-
ed a place to go! How can we not hate 
the Egyptians but never forget what 
Amalek did to us? I think the Torah is 
saying this: People change. The Egyp-
tians were kind to us, then they were 
not. They could be kind to us again. 
But unfortunately, until the messiah 
comes, there will always be hatred and 
cruelty in the world, directed against us 
and others, and we must always work 
to wipe that out. 

We Jews are great at holding op-
posing ideas at the same time and 
saying they’re both right. In our time, 
we must protect ourselves, fight an-
tisemitism, and build ties with every 
one of our neighbors. Judea Pearl, the 
father of journalist Daniel Pearl, who 
was murdered by Muslim terrorists (of 
unclear affiliation), said, “Hate killed 
my son. Therefore, I am determined to 
fight hate.” We fight hate by building 
friendships wherever we can. We can 
let go of our anger at the Egyptians and 
wipe out Amalek at the same time. 

In Hashkiveinu, we pray that God 
will remove the evil forces that sur-
round us. I think we are the ones who 
must do that, and that God will be with 
us when we do. 
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

 

For dates and times and to RSVP contact 

Marsha Kistler at                                     
marshatemple2012@gmail.com  

All ages and levels of experience are       
welcome! 
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Don’t get so upset!” “Put a 
smile on your face.” “Sha, 
sha. Don’t cry. Everything 

will be okay.”
It’s hard to keep track of what the 

latest trend is in expressing or sup-
pressing one’s feelings or how deep 

one should (or must) 
dig in order to get to 
the essence of what 
one truly feels.

So, what’s a Jew 
to do when the Jew-
ish month of Adar 
begins and we’re 
told that the standard 
“Serve G-d with joy” 
and “It is a great 

mitzva to be continually joyous” is 
supposed to be intensified?

Fake it!
Yes, you read correctly. Pretend 

as if you are really happy. You’ll be 
amazed at the results.

A Chasid wrote to the Tzemach 
Tzedek (the third Rebbe of Chabad) 
and told him that it was difficult for 
him to attain a level of “joy.” The Reb-
be answered, “Thought, speech and ac-
tions (the three ‘garments of the soul’) 
are the three main parts of a person’s 
behavior, and he was given control 
over what he thinks, speaks and does 
according to his desire.

“A person must guard what he 
thinks, thinking only thoughts that 
cause joy; he must keep away from 
speaking about matters that are sad and 
depressing; and he must act as if he has 
a full and joyous heart, to show joyous 
mannerisms even if that is not how he 
feels at the moment. Ultimately it will 
be this way in actuality.”

In a similar vein, a Chasid came to 

SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
REFORM 

 

7210 Falcon Crest Drive               
Fort Myers, FL  33908 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner  
each Friday at 6:00 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship is at 1068 Metro  
Parkway every Friday at 7:00 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with  
the rabbi every Saturday morning  
from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 773-251-8862 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W. 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study:  
Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School:  
Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00 -7:00 p.m. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

PO Box 61346 
Fort Myers, FL 33906          
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail:  info@templebethel.com  
Learning Tree Preschool Director:  
Jesyca Virnig    
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com                        
President: Hank Betchen                                     
Email: HankTBE@gmail.com                                  
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235               
Web site: www.templebethel.com                          
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;  
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai 
Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &  
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday   
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Enrichment night every Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom 
 

Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.Jewishfederationlcc.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

P.O. Box 722, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Leonard E. Minsky, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
Speakers series - 11:00 a.m. Thursday 
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A victim reflects
What a shocking surprise it 

was to discover that one of 
the four hostages in the hor-

rific event in Colleyville, Texas, was a 
former Bar Mitzvah and Confirmation 
student of mine, Jeff Cohen. I called 

Jeff, and we spoke 
for nearly 45 min-
utes.

He had always 
been a bright, se-
rious and critical-
ly thinking student 
who asked probing 
questions and made 
astute observations. 
Those qualities that I 

noticed in him as an adolescent were 
very apparent in the 57-year-old man 
with whom I spoke on the phone.

We spoke about the Torah por-
tion, the Holiness Code from Levit-
icus, chapter 19, that we studied to-
gether long ago. We observed how its 
ringing proclamation, “you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself,” (Leviticus 
19:18) played out in Rabbi Charlie  
Cytron-Walker’s action in “welcoming 
the stranger” into the synagogue and 
offering him a cup of tea. We talked 
about the sad conflict that sometimes 
exists between the Torah’s ideals and 

the practical realities of the world in 
which we live.

After Confirmation and high 
school graduation, Jeff studied at Carn-
egie Mellon University and became “an 
engineer like my dad.” He had worked 
for NASA as a Systems Analyst.

I recalled that he, his parents and 
his sisters rarely missed a Shabbat 
service when he was young, and that, 
in addition, his parents availed them-
selves of almost every Adult Learning 
opportunity our synagogue, Temple 
Isaiah in Columbia, Maryland, offered.

“All those things we grew up 
with,” he noted, “I still do. I can’t count 
how many times over the years I have 
quoted you,” he continued (making my 
day), “about the Jewish imperative to 
do what we can to make the world a 
better place. But as far as belief goes, I 
think of myself as an observant Reform 
Jewish atheist.”

To clarify, he added, that as a sci-
entist he finds belief in God difficult, 
but that he finds meaning and comfort 
in the rhythms of Jewish life.

Blow by blow, Jeff then recalled 
the horrific 11 hours of terror he en-
dured. He pointed out emphatically, 
“We were not rescued, and we were not 
released. We escaped.”

n Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

Jeff surreptitiously dialed 911 when 
the gunman turned away so that the 
police would be alert to the situation. 
“Yes,” he added, “there were moments 
when I feared things would end very 
badly.”

Then, Jeff spoke of the climactic 
moment when the gunman ordered the 
hostages to kneel. “I gave him my most 
hardened glare and mouthed the word, 
‘No!’”

Finally, he shared that when the 
gunman put down the weapon, Rabbi 
Charlie Cytron-Walker threw a chair at 
him, and the three hostages left in the 
room ran for their lives to the exit.

“Now, that it’s over, “I asked him, 
what are your takeaways?”

He answered:
1. Active-shooter training saved 

our lives.
2. The FBI did a great job of 

keeping the gunman talking. He was 
happy to talk.

3. The gunman really thought 
Jews have “all the power,” and so the 
way to get the al-Qaeda operative out 
of prison was to take Jewish hostages.

As I hung up the phone, I reflect-
ed. After the Tree of Life shooting in 
Pittsburgh in October 2018, it seemed 
like the entire non-Jewish world rose 
up in horror. Three plus years later, af-
ter Poway, Jersey City and many other 
antisemitic incidents, it seems, “not so 
much.” 

Attacks against Jews and Jewish 
institutions have become expectations, 
not surprises. Already tight synagogue 
budgets are stretched to, and in some 
cases beyond, the breaking point by 
the amount we must spend on building 
security.

We are at a difficult crossroads in 
Jewish life, and I admit I do not have 
the solution. But the one prescription 
I will offer is the last observation Jeff 
Cohen made to me when we spoke: 
“We must stand up and challenge an-
tisemitic stereotypes. When we don’t 
challenge them, people latch onto them 
and they proliferate.”
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on San-
ibel Island.

Be happy

n Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

Don’t get so upset!” “Put a 
smile on your face.” “Sha, 
sha. Don’t cry. Everything 

will be okay.”
It’s hard to keep track of what the 

latest trend is in expressing or sup-
pressing one’s feelings or how deep 

one should (or must) 
dig in order to get to 
the essence of what 
one truly feels.

So, what’s a Jew 
to do when the Jew-
ish month of Adar 
begins and we’re 
told that the standard 
“Serve G-d with joy” 
and “It is a great 

mitzva to be continually joyous” is 
supposed to be intensified?

Fake it!
Yes, you read correctly. Pretend 

as if you are really happy. You’ll be 
amazed at the results.

A Chasid wrote to the Tzemach 
Tzedek (the third Rebbe of Chabad) 
and told him that it was difficult for 
him to attain a level of “joy.” The Reb-
be answered, “Thought, speech and ac-
tions (the three ‘garments of the soul’) 
are the three main parts of a person’s 
behavior, and he was given control 
over what he thinks, speaks and does 
according to his desire.

“A person must guard what he 
thinks, thinking only thoughts that 
cause joy; he must keep away from 
speaking about matters that are sad and 
depressing; and he must act as if he has 
a full and joyous heart, to show joyous 
mannerisms even if that is not how he 
feels at the moment. Ultimately it will 
be this way in actuality.”

In a similar vein, a Chasid came to 

the Alter Rebbe asking how he could 
help a fellow Jew who made out as if 
he were pious but was actually quite 
a sinner. The Alter Rebbe declared, 
“May the words of the Mishnah be ful-
filled upon him!”

The Chasid was taken aback. 
He had hoped for some practical and 
pleasant advice. Not what seemed to be 
a curse!

Then the Alter Rebbe explained, 
“The Mishnah says that a person who 
pretends to be a pauper but is not, will 
ultimately become a pauper. So, too, 
this man who pretends to be pious but is 
not, should ultimately become pious!”

As indicated in both of these sto-
ries, the initial step to being happy is 
even to go so far as to pretend we are 
happy even if we are not. Eventually, 
the play-acting will no longer be acting 
but actual. This “put on a happy face” 
attitude encompasses our religious du-
ties but extends to our interactions with 
others, as well.

Judaism teaches “Receive all peo-
ple happily” and “Receive all people 
with a cheerful countenance.” Receiv-
ing people happily is an inward ex-
pression of one’s feelings. Even if we 
aren’t inwardly, genuinely happy to see 
someone, at least we should greet them 
with a cheerful countenance, an exter-
nal expression of joy.

“Even if your heart does not re-
joice when someone visits you, pretend 
to be cheerful when he arrives,” a great 
Sage once taught.

So, be happy, it’s Adar. And even if 
you don’t feel happy, fake it until you 
do!
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves at 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Flor-
ida.

“
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Joseph Horowitz 
Israel Travel Grant 

available through the  
Community Foundation 

of the Jewish Federation  
of Lee and Charlotte Counties..    

 

is proud to offer the SStteevvaann  &&  MMaarriillyynn  SSiimmoonn  FFaammiillyy  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp.  

 
 
 

This scholarship is open to those at least high school age who 
demonstrate leadership qualities and will be participating in a      
2-week or longer program in Israel.  

 

A short essay is required.  
 
 
 

For more information, and to access the application, visit the    
TOP Jewish Foundation website at topjewishfoundation.org  

For more information   
visit jewishfederationlcc.org 

Lo Tirtzach!
Does anyone observe all Ten 

Commandments? Most of us 
would say there’s one we’ve 

never violated: “Thou shalt not kill!” 
The Hebrew for this commandment 

reads “Lo Tirtzach!” 
which literally means 
“Do not murder!” Of 
course, we’d say we 
haven’t killed or mur-
dered anyone. Be- 
fore answering so 
confidently, we should 
recall that our tradi-
tion teaches that the 
prohibition against 

murder can be violated by physically 
killing, using words against someone 
and by simply remaining silent. 

In January, Malik Faisal Akram 
held four hostages, including Rabbi 
Charlie Cytron-Walker, at Congrega-
tion Beth Israel in Colleyville, Texas. 
We’re thankful that all the congregants 
survived and deeply grateful to the 
brave men and women of Texas law 
enforcement, SWAT teams and FBI. 

Initially, the FBI said at a press 
conference, “The Texas synagogue hos-
tage taker’s demands were specifically 
focused on issues not connected to the 
Jewish community. We do believe from 
our engaging with this subject that he 
was singularly focused on one issue, 
and it was not specifically related to the 
Jewish community. But we’re continu-
ing to work to find motive.” 

It’s obvious that this hostage cri-
sis was specifically targeting Jews in 
a synagogue on Shabbat. Should we 
accept the conclusion that an armed 
Islamic radical taking Jewish hostages 
with the goal of freeing Aafia Siddiqui, 
a convicted murderer and Islamic rad-
ical, is not motivated by antisemitism? 

The idea of having to protect our-
selves with security at U.S. synagogues 
is unfortunately something new. It’s 
been commonplace in Europe, but it’s 
terrifying that this has come to the U.S. 
During Israel’s Gaza war in May, Jews 
were being threatened and beaten in 
New York City, Los Angeles and St. 
Louis. 

Perhaps we should entertain the 
possibility that current U.S. policy 
may encourage antisemitism by legiti-
mizing radical Islamic regimes. Should 
the current administration reward Iran 
with an agreement that eases sanctions 
and provides U.S. taxpayer funds that 
will be used to finance further acts of 
terror? Should we be silent? Or should 
we demand that our administration 
take the position that any regime sup-
porting another Holocaust and stating a 
desire to kill all the Jews will never be 
recognized or negotiated with.

Is it possible that legitimizing re-
gimes like the mullahs in Iran or the 
Taliban in Afghanistan results in the 
targeting of Jews all over the world and 
ultimately in our own backyard?

We must not remain silent. Due to 
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powerful Jewish voices, our message 
is heard. In addition to the Anti-Def-
amation League, Kenneth Marcus, 
the founder of the Brandeis Center 
for Human Rights, said, “The FBI got 
it wrong. The attack was obviously a 
matter of antisemitism.” Roz Roth-
stein, CEO of StandWithUs, said, “The 
notion the hostage-taker did not target 
the Jewish community is insulting and 
disappointing.”

The FBI heard us and walked back 
their initial statement. They followed 
up by saying, “All of us at the FBI are 
relieved the hostage situation in Col-
leyville, Texas, was resolved without 
physical injury to those taken hostage. 

We never lose sight of the threat ex-
tremists pose to the Jewish community 
and to other religious, racial and ethnic 
groups.”

MLK said, “In the end, we will 
remember not the words of our ene-
mies, but the silence of our friends.” 
Let’s never forget. Words we speak 
or don’t speak are equally powerful. 
Let’s use our power of speaking or not 
speaking carefully and wisely. Then 
can we claim to be observing the com-
mandment thou shalt not murder, “Lo  
Tirtzach!” 
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.
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Welcoming the stranger
On a recent Wednesday morn-

ing, a stranger walked up to the 
front entrance of Temple Beth 

El, wanting to come in. It was only 
days after an armed gunman took four 

worshippers hostage 
in the sanctuary of 
Congregation Beth 
Israel in Colleyville, 
Texas. The temple 
visitor turned out to 
be a recent transplant 
to the area, looking 
for a congregational 
home, but the experi-
ence made me reflect 

on a question that has been on the mind 
of every Jewish professional since the 
trauma of Colleyville. How do we 
balance our real and obvious security 
needs with our desire to be welcoming 
to strangers? How do we give the mes-
sage of, “We want you to join us, this is 
your Jewish home, or even, we want to 
help,” while still having locked doors 
and armed guards? This is not an ei-
ther/or question of security versus wel-
coming; this is both/and. We can and 
must do both, at the same time. 

The issue of how we treat the 
stranger arises in our Torah. We are 
commanded, “You shall not oppress 
the stranger, for you know the feelings 
of the stranger, having yourselves been 
strangers in the land of Egypt.” 

We remember what it’s like to be 
an outsider and we’re called to never 
mistreat the stranger. This is so deeply 
a part of our Jewish DNA, our motiva-
tion for helping others, that, as Rabbi 
Shai Held points out, it’s easy to miss 
that this is actually a radical and not 
obvious idea. He writes, “The Torah 
could have said, since you were tyr-
annized and exploited and no one did 
anything to help you, you don’t owe 
anything to anyone; how dare anyone 

ask anything of you? But it chooses the 
opposite path.” 

Our experience of oppression, our 
experience of antisemitism, our expe-
rience of fear must expand our hearts, 
not contract them. The animating prin-
ciple of the Jewish people is not one of 
fear and isolation, but of love and care, 
of loving the stranger. Again, this does 
not mean we ignore the necessary pre-
cautions to protect ourselves. It means 
we do so while holding tight to what 
we are protecting, to God’s mitzvot.

Exodus calls upon us to respond 
with empathy to the stranger because 
we were strangers in Egypt. Deuter-
onomy takes this a step further, telling 
us, “The Eternal your God is God su-
preme and Eternal supreme, the great, 
the mighty, the awesome God, who 
shows no favor and takes no bribe, 
but upholds the cause of the fatherless 
and the widow, and loves the stranger, 
providing the stranger with food and 
clothing. You too must love the strang-
er, for you were strangers in the land 
of Egypt.” 

Our God is a great, mighty and 
awesome God, not because of power or 
the ability to smite enemies. Our God 
is a mighty God because the Divine 
acts with fairness, love and care. We 
are commanded to walk in God’s ways 
by loving the stranger as well. The de-
liberations about security and welcom-
ing are overwhelming and sometimes 
difficult to determine. But we can and 
must do both. Our fears and concerns 
about safety are real and must be ad-
dressed. The command to welcome the 
stranger is also integral to who we are 
and who God is. We are protecting not 
only ourselves, but the people that God 
wants us to be.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters & comments to  LChayim36@gmail.com

Letters Policy
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. Letters should be 
no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/or accuracy. Letters do 
not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge 
or publish every letter received. 
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Each month, 4,000  
Jewish residents 
in Lee and Charlotte 
counties turn to  
L’CHAYIM for:
X Upcoming major events
X Community Directory
X Synagogue news
X Local Organization news
X Jewish Federation updates
X Holocaust Museum news
X Candle Lighting Times
X Business Directory
X Rabbinical Reflections
X Israel updates
X Photos of recent events
X and much more

Targeted Distribution
Reach our affluent, informed, health-conscious, and 
savvy readers who are looking for new and better 
ways to enrich their lives and those of their loved ones. 
L’CHAYIM – the monthly newspaper published by the 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties – is 
mailed to 4,000 residents in the area. Additional copies 
are available at the Jewish Federation office.

Life-Enriching Information 
Each month, readers of L’CHAYIM get news and updates 
on all Jewish-related local events including the Jewish 
Film Festival,  Jewish author programs,  holiday cele-
brations, concerts, food festivals, book study groups, 
timely lectures, mah jongg and much more. They also 
get updates from the area’s synagogues and numerous 
local Jewish organizations. It’s the place they turn to for 
community news, candle lighting times and a business 
directory.

The exclusive way to reach the Jewish 
Community in Lee and Charlotte counties.

For more information  
or to place an ad in L’CHAYIM:

Call:   Lori Ramos at 239.481.4449 x5
Email:  LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org
Website:  Visit the L’CHAYIM page at  
  www.JewishFederationLCC.org

Grow your business with L’CHAYIM!

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

My “sacred imagination”
Part of loving/revering God is liv-

ing with the mystery, not claim-
ing that you know what really 

can’t be known and, even worse, mak-
ing false claims in “His Name.”

When someone tells you, “I’ve got 
you all figured out,” 
it’s really an attempt 
to dominate or dimin-
ish you. You certain-
ly wouldn’t want to 
say that to someone 
you love or to a dear 
friend. No one even 
has themselves “all 
figured out.” How 

much more so anyone else? And to fig-
ure anything at all out about God is the 
depth of hutzpah.

So when people start a sentence 
with, “God is...” or “God wants...,” I 
tune them out since whatever they say 
next is impossible to know and very 
likely untrue. Some who talk that way 
are being sincere, bless their hearts, but 
just as many or more are charlatans ea-
ger to get something of yours – your 
money, your time, your work or even 
your whole life!

But since we really have no oth-
er option, those of us who choose to 

have a God, have to use what I call our  
“sacred imaginations.”

As you know, mostly we use our 
imaginations not in a good way. 

In prehistoric times, maybe it was 
good thing to be able to imagine a sa-
ber-toothed tiger in the tall grass ready 
to pounce on us. It made us more alert, 
since we don’t have the acute sense of 
smell, hearing and sight that other prey 
animals use to protect themselves.

But nowadays that kind of imag-
ination is about as useful as another 
vestige we have from the Stone Age, 
the appendix. Both can flare up in dan-
gerous ways.

But my “sacred imagination” makes 
me feel more secure “when I walk in the 
shadow of the valley of death” (a bad 
translation, but you get the idea!). My 
“sacred imagination” helps me to aim 
high even if it might be a total waste of 
time and effort. Most of all, I use my 
“sacred imagination” to create the God 
that I need, and that makes we want to 
be a better and more peaceful man.

If I am right and there really is a 
God like the One I imagine, then hoo-
ray! If there isn’t, what have I lost 
(a nod to Pascal)? I was still better 
and more peaceful than I otherwise  
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might have been.
But here’s my main point is this 

piece: The fruits of my “sacred imag-
ination” can only be eaten by me. I 
wouldn’t dream of imposing them on 
others or making preposterous claims 
that they are actually from a God. That 
is what I call blasphemy and a viola-
tion of “The Third Commandment.” 

If someone wants to use me as 
some sort of role model and sees in me 
something they might want for them-
selves and they ask me, I am happy to 
share those fruits, but with a double 
dose of humility, as Micah urged a long 
time ago.

Because you are reading this, I 
imagine you don’t have much else to 
do at the moment, so let me tell you 
when I started thinking like this. It be-
gan at the age of 11.

I am the product of a failed indoc-
trination attempt of more than 13 years 
of yeshivah. My family was sort of 
observant, but it was a lot looser than 
what was being hammered away at in 
school. Most of my classmates came 
from much more Orthodox homes, so 
things went pretty smoothly for them at 
school. But not for me. Although some-
times I felt that I was there under false 

pretenses, from the age of 11 on I never 
felt like a sinner. That’s when it came 
to me: “How could the Mind that was 
responsible for this and whatever other 
universes might exist care about what I 
eat or how I spend my Saturdays?” That 
would make God a pretty small-minded  
obsessive-compulsive type, right?

Or maybe it was just the kind of 
people who made this stuff up thou-
sands of years ago and their willing ac-
complices in the 20th century, some of 
whom were teaching my classes.

So, from the age of 11, I decided 
that my God was going to be bigger 
and better than that, and I was off to 
the races! That’s when I decided to be-
come a rabbi.

I mean no disrespect by this to 
those who believe that the Transcen-
dent God does in fact care about what 
I eat and whether or not I flip a light 
switch on Saturday. I do respect every-
one’s religious thinking no matter how 
wrong and even silly it seems to me. 
But keep it to yourself and leave me 
alone, and I’ll be happy to do the same 
for you!
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.

Welcoming the stranger

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters & comments to  LChayim36@gmail.com
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no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/or accuracy. Letters do 
not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge 
or publish every letter received. 
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Results of  
a recent  
national     
survey of 

25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
making a     

difference in the 
lives of families 
raising Jewish 

children.. 

Chabad at FGCU update
By Rabbi Mendel Gordon

Classes have resumed for spring, 
bringing a hive of activity at 
Chabad. We kicked things off 

with a welcome-back BBQ and had a 
large crowd of students at Shabbat din-
ner.

Students are diving into a whole 
line of new Jewish classes, taking the 
time to major in themselves and learn-
ing more of their Jewish heritage. 
Class topics in January and February 
included a Jewish approach to happi-
ness, the Torah’s perspective on mod-
ern policies, and Soul Maps exploring 
how we can best utilize our inner Jew-
ish energy. 

We are very proud that one of our 
students has started to wear his yarmul-
ke around campus, proudly displaying 
his Jewish pride. Sam has shared with 
us that he gets a lot of respect and posi-
tive response from fellow students. 

Our Jewish leadership team is 
working hard on planning Jewish 

events on campus, including an en-
counter with IDF soldiers, a Jewish 
Heritage Day, various themes for Shab-
bats and a Birthright trip this summer. 

Chabad at FGCU services all Jew-
ish students at FGCU and other nearby 
colleges. For more information, or to 
connect a student, please contact me at 
347.452.0489 or chabadfgcu@gmail.
com, or visit chabadfgcu.com.

Sam proudly wearing his yarmulke on campus

Students enjoying the welcome-back BBQ: Alliya, Sasha, Preston, Julian, Carley, Jarrad

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Preschool registration 
for the 2022-23 School Year
Joann Goldman, 
Temple Judea Preschool Director
At our preschool, we have imple-
mented a curriculum that works for all 
children. It is crucial to offer ongoing 
learning opportunities. Our program is 
based on the individual needs of every 
child. Our curriculum encourages chil-
dren to make choices and be indepen-
dent thinkers. Hands-on activities are 
offered throughout the day.

The children participate in learning 
centers such as technology, literacy, 
science, music and movement, math 
and art. Our language and literacy pro-
grams encourage and enhance talking, 
describing, scribbling and dictating 
stories. 

We start off our morning with yoga 
stories and add yoga poses for our 
students. Creative storytelling helps 
children learn while acting out the 
stories. The benefits of yoga are more 
than exercise. It helps children focus, 
improves motor skills and gives them 
an outlet for self-expression. Children 
who can express themselves have few-
er meltdowns. It is a great way to start 
our day.

Our current students have complet-
ed registration. We are now opening 
registration to the community. We have 
very limited space available. If you are 
interested in learning about our school, 
please call 239.482.1121 for more in-
formation. We accept children ages 18 
months to five years of age. We offer 

part-time and full-time 
programs. 

Temple Judea Pre-
school offers a camp 

program for those who are registered 
in our preschool program. Our camp 
program will begin Monday, June 13.

* * *
Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
We are settling into our spring routine 
of religious school. Depending on the 
weather, we are sometimes indoors 
(masked), and sometimes outdoors. 
The children really enjoy the outdoors. 
It’s a little more work for the teachers.

The greatest fun of the year has 
been our time learning Israeli danc-
ing with the Israeli dancing group that 
meets on Sunday mornings. It has been 
great fun being able to host them once 
a month and borrowing some of their 
time.

We have also enjoyed getting to 
know some of our new students who 
joined us mid-year. We are really look-
ing forward to seeing our friends again 
at Temple Beth El for this year’s Purim 
Carnival. It is always good when our 
kids can get together and have a day 
of it. I will be biting my lip about the 
weather every day until then.

Speaking of Purim, our older stu-
dents will be participating in our Me-
gillah reading on Wednesday, March 
16. For more details, please call our 
office as things may change as local 
Covid conditions evolve. 

For more information about Tem-
ple Judea Religious School or our pro-
gramming, contact me at 239.433.0201 
or tjswfledu@gmail.com.

TEMPLE BETH EL SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Beth El Religious School
Alyssa Raab
In February, in honor of Tu B’Shevat, 
our confirmation class braved one of 
the coldest days of the year to plant 
some native trees and our state flower 
(coreopsis) in the Temple Beth El pre-
serve.

February was Jewish Disabili-
ty Awareness Month, and in honor of 
that, our Confirmation class recently 
studied different Jewish values about 
dignity, behavior and being an exam-
ple to others. They watched clips from 
the TV show What Would You Do? to 
spark discussion about how Jewish 
values apply in different scenarios. 

Earlier in February, as part of the 
Tu B’Shevat lesson, students in grades 
2-4 recognized and practiced the bless-
ings for different foods (fruit, vegeta-
bles and bread) by cutting out pictures 
of different foods and matching them 
with the correct blessing. At this point 
in the year, the class has already learned 
15 Hebrew letters, so they have been 
reviewing what they learned. Our PK 
-1st graders made trail mix and planted 
parsley. We had a special snack time 
that centered around the shivat hamin-
im (seven species).

Students from PK through 
4th grade learned about Bal 
Taschit (Don’t Waste) in the 
context of environmental 
stewardship and recycling. We 
talked about our responsibil-
ity as Jews toward the earth. 
Our PK - 1st graders rinsed 
and upcycled the bottles from 
their orange juice at snack 
time to create beautifully dec-
orated vases to which they 
added tissue paper and pipe 
cleaner flowers to complete. 
Students in grades 2-4 com-
pleted a survey of their habits, 
studied the letter tet and their 
Hebrew vocabulary words, 
and created posters on their 
own ideas of how to be good 

environmental stewards. 
Students in grades 5-6 
continue working hard 
studying prayers. During 

our most recent tefilah (at the time this 
article was written), they helped lead 
the V’ahavta. They are also delving 
into Jewish history with new teacher 
Moreh Steven, exploring the origins of 
the Jewish people.

We look forward to the Purim Car-
nival hosted at Temple Beth El on Sun-
day, March 13. We will have the Pu-
rimspiel at 9:30 a.m. followed by the 
Carnival from 10:00 a.m. to noon. 

Tot Shabbat will be Friday, March 
4 at 5:30 p.m. Join us for pizza and 
singing!
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The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

High School Students:  
Earn CAS Credits!

PPJJ  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  RRAADDIIOO  LLIIVVEE!!  
 

Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids       
music — anytime, anywhere.    

Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online  
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs 

from hundreds of artists across the globe. 
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks       

for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime. 
 

• Listen to the music online 

• Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play       
or Tune In Radio  
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Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
March     4:   6:13
March  11:   6:16
March  18:   7:20
March  25:   7:23

DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! 
 

SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in  

Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

 

More information,     
contact Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

part-time and full-time 
programs. 

Temple Judea Pre-
school offers a camp 

program for those who are registered 
in our preschool program. Our camp 
program will begin Monday, June 13.

* * *
Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
We are settling into our spring routine 
of religious school. Depending on the 
weather, we are sometimes indoors 
(masked), and sometimes outdoors. 
The children really enjoy the outdoors. 
It’s a little more work for the teachers.

The greatest fun of the year has 
been our time learning Israeli danc-
ing with the Israeli dancing group that 
meets on Sunday mornings. It has been 
great fun being able to host them once 
a month and borrowing some of their 
time.

We have also enjoyed getting to 
know some of our new students who 
joined us mid-year. We are really look-
ing forward to seeing our friends again 
at Temple Beth El for this year’s Purim 
Carnival. It is always good when our 
kids can get together and have a day 
of it. I will be biting my lip about the 
weather every day until then.

Speaking of Purim, our older stu-
dents will be participating in our Me-
gillah reading on Wednesday, March 
16. For more details, please call our 
office as things may change as local 
Covid conditions evolve. 

For more information about Tem-
ple Judea Religious School or our pro-
gramming, contact me at 239.433.0201 
or tjswfledu@gmail.com.
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CHAVURAT SHALOM
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

ORGANIZATIONSORGANIZAT IONS

Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold
and Marcia Rudin
Chavurat Shalom of SWFL welcomes 
the month of March because it includes 
the holiday of Purim. This year, Purim 
begins at sundown on Wednesday, 
March 16, also known as the 13th day 
of Adar II in the Hebrew calendar. This 
year is a leap year in the Hebrew calen-
dar and includes an extra month, hence 
Adar II, to align the moon and sun.

Remember to look up in the night 
sky on Purim because there will always 
be a full moon on Purim and then, ex-
actly one lunar month later, the full 
moon means it is Passover.

Purim is the story of Esther, the 
beautiful Jewish queen to the Persian 
King Ahasuerus. This King is thought 
to be Xerxes I who died in 465 BCE. 
Esther’s bravery saves her people from 
the evil antisemite Haman who was the 
grand vizier of the empire. The story 

has much to tell us, espe-
cially as a reminder that 
today’s “new” antisem-
itism is in fact very old 
antisemitism.

To celebrate Purim, Covid permit-
ting, there will be a casual in-person 
outdoor get-together on Sunday, March 
13 on Sanibel. Wear a costume for the 
occasion and help act out the Megillah. 
Reply to chavuratshalom@gmail.com 
to make your intentions known.

Shabbat services take place every 
Friday evening in which everyone 
from all religious traditions is welcome 
to participate. Services are a blend of 
English readings and poems, and He-
brew prayers and comforting songs 
led by volunteers. That means that 
interested participants may take what-
ever part is comfortable for them. You 
may wish to sing a prayer in your fa-
vorite melody. Join us at one of the 
Friday Shabbat services via Zoom 
starting at 7:30 p.m., lasting for about 
one hour, by sending an email to  
chavuratshalom@gmail.com to secure 
the link.

The March lineup for the free Thurs-
day Speakers Series starts on March 3 
with Richard Weisberg, professor of 
Constitutional Law and founder of the 
Holocaust/Human Rights Program at 
the Cardozo School of Law, Yeshiva 
University. As a scholar of Vichy law, 
he will talk about the antisemitism in 
Vichy-controlled France. 

On March 10, Ambassador Peter 
Galbraith will help us understand 
“Afghanistan: Why we lost? Who is 
to blame? What next?” Ambassador 
Galbraith was an Assistant Secretary 
General of the UN for Afghanistan in  
2009.

On March 17, the Purim holi-
day will be explained by Dr. Parvis 
Sadighi, a cardiovascular surgeon, who 
was born in Shushan, Iran, and whose 
family history is intermingled with  
Purim.

On March 24, Rabbi Myra Soifer, 
speaking from Reno, Nevada, will fo-
cus on “Vashti: Purim’s Other Wom-
an,” using Jewish source texts that will 
be provided in advance of the class.

The last program of the month, 

on March 31, features John Cassani, 
Calusa Waterkeeper for the Caloosa-
hatchee River Citizens Association, 
who will explain the “Water Quality in 
South Florida: Challenges and Oppor-
tunities.” John has been involved with 
the ecology of Southwest Florida since 
1978.

Saturday morning Jewish Current 
Events starts at 11:00 a.m. and is mod-
erated by Leonard Minsky, President 
of Chavurat Shalom. Join us and share 
your opinion about any number of vi-
tal current events concerning the U.S., 
Israel and Jews anywhere in the world. 
Request the Zoom link from the email 
address above.

Chavurat Shalom is a welcoming 
community committed to the study 
and celebration of our Jewish cultural 
heritage and religious traditions. Come 
and join us and be with friends. Visit 
the up-to-date website at www.chavu-
ratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org for 
the current schedule or send an email 
to the address noted above for informa-
tion and Zoom links to programs.

HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011

Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the  

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

Joyce Toub
I just returned from a workshop em-
phasizing how important the concept 
of community is. After a discussion of 
“I” and “We” and belief systems, we 
formed independent groups of 4-5 peo-
ple, with each group trying to solve a 
problem. We realized we couldn’t do 
it on our own. We needed the help of 
our other surrounding groups. This was 
one great analogy playing out, show-
ing us the importance of interactions 
in society. We couldn’t do it on Zoom 
because there was no one place to start, 
no one step-by-step method to follow. 
We each had our own individual ways 
of solving codes and our own tech-
niques of how to get from one point to 
another. Why am I telling you all this?

Whether it’s synagogue, temple, 
Federation or Hadassah, we are all 
communities that need each other. We 
need to interact, and when the time is 
right, face-to-face, in person! We can 
collaborate with each other using the 

strengths of each individ-
ual. For now, let’s con-
centrate on Collier/Lee 
Hadassah.

Collier/Lee Hadas-
sah is a group of dedicat-

ed women trying to fund two world-
class medical and research centers in 
Israel. In America, and many other 
international locations, Hadassah has 
shared knowledge and expertise, espe-
cially trying to fight our current enemy, 
Covid-19. Hadassah Medical Organi-
zation has served as a beacon of heal-
ing with an ultra-modern complex that 
rivals the finest hospitals and research 
facilities anywhere in the world. 

Hadassah also sponsors youth Ali-
yah villages which provide education, 
psychological support and love, all 
in a safe and secure environment that 
fosters independence, self-esteem and 
success. The villages serve students 
who have been unsuccessful in oth-
er educational frameworks and are at 
risk of being abandoned to the streets. 
These villages take in broken children 
and make them whole.

We women of Collier/Lee Hadas-
sah are trying to overcome the chal-

lenge of this time when we cannot meet 
in person. We are trying to entertain 
and educate using Zoom presentations. 
We are giving you a chance to help us 
help others heal. Please participate in 
our excellent upcoming programs.

On March 13, we will have a very 
special program on Inspiring Women. It 
was originally planned as an in-person 
tribute but will now be held as a Zoom 
webinar. The Lynn Wilner Award, in 
recognition of the chapter’s late past 
president who inspired so many to join 
and become active and Hadassah, will 
be presented to the honorees.

It’s exciting to recognize our hon-
orees – Naomi Bloom, Linda Ober-
haus, Robin Mintz and Susan Pittel-
man – not only for their individual 
accomplishments, but for their impact. 
Geared to the community as well as 
Hadassah members, attendees and sup-
porters of these Inspiring Women will 
have the opportunity to celebrate their 
talents, gifts and passion for what they 

do through. Please look for our an-
nouncements in this paper and online.

The Women’s Zionist Organiza-
tion of America had its first meeting 
on Purim in 1912. The group took the 
name Hadassah, the Hebrew name for 
Esther, for its organization and contin-
ued her legacy of bravery and action. 
The new organization’s first act was to 
collect money for Palestine to provide 
pasteurized milk to infants and new 
mothers, and to eradicate trachoma, an 
infection that was robbing thousands 
of their vision. The organization, 110 
years later, must still collect funds to 
maintain these prestigious hospitals. 
To celebrate Hadassah’s 110th birth-
day, we are having a special Hadassah 
Shabbat at Temple Shalom in Naples 
on Friday, March 18, and a special 
Hadassah Shabbat at Beth Tikvah in 
Naples on Saturday, March 19. Please 
join us in celebrating 110 years for this 
wonderful organization.

The Jewish Federation Seeks  

Volunteers  
with Foreign Language Skills.  

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to Federation Board member Robert Thomas ritritrit@hotmail.com.   
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk    

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..    
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JEWISH WAR VETERANS
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400

(239) 246-3151
Eryka Aptaker
A very interesting and full meeting 
was held on January 30. New guests 
and members were present: Bob Stone, 
Danielle Ciccoli and adorable Zara at 
11 months old. Danielle served in the 
U.S. Army from 2004-2012 and was in 
Iraq when Saddam Hussein was hung. 
Bob served in Med Service-Air Force 
from 1955-1958. Welcome all! 

We had a moment of silence for 
beloved member Dr. Sanford “Sandy” 
Cohen, who passed away January 24. 
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Cory James, Steven Goldstein, Isaac Osin, Cmdr. Harvey Charter, Rabbi Nicole Luna,  
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg, Mike Kashi, Bob Ruberto, Herb Lutsky

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
Marina Berkovich
The 1926 hurricane, the end of the 
Florida land-speculation boom, and 
the 1929 stock market crash, which 
some still insist was triggered by 
those land speculators, happily began 
to end the “for Christians only” win-
tering-in-Florida attitudes. It would 
take many decades for it to become 
the norm. There are so many stories of 
what transpired behind closed doors 
in Southwest Florida. Just consider 
the widespread Jew hatred after seven 
years of the Independent Jew campaign 
in Detroit, which was initiated and sup-
ported by Henry Ford Sr. 

That’s why I am always very grate-
ful when our Jewish History of SWFL 
preservation efforts resonate to a broad-
er community, and inspire and promote 
further interest and involvement. 

During this year’s Florida Jewish 
History Month, Katie Fogarty, a stu-
dent journalist from FGCU, reached 
out to us for a story she was assigned 
and became enthralled by the fascinat-
ing challenges and accomplishments 
of the early Southwest Florida Jews. 
The result was an article published on 
wgcu.org. 

It was very helpful to me, as I nav-
igated with Katie through this story, 
that we have archived a copy of the 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Char-
lotte Counties’ 2001-2002 calendar, 
pieces of which made it into Katie’s 
article. The Rosen brothers and Lee 
Ratner captivated the student’s imagi-
nation. It’s important to point out that 
my own knowledge and possession of 
the electronic copy of the calendar are 
due to Sheila Laboda’s interest and in-

volvement in the Jewish 
community for over six 
decades and being part of 
its history. She made sure 
the Jewish Historical So-

ciety of SWFL had access to it. Her 
husband, Dr. Gerald Laboda, is a wide-
ly acknowledged SWFL Jewish history 
expert. I was very happy to share their 
expertise, legacies and photos with  
Katie. Relatively new to the region, she 
had no idea of the monumental efforts 
by Jews in the overall post-WWII era 
development of SWFL. Non-Jews are 
always surprised and even shocked to 
learn how relatively recent everything 
Jewish here is. In this case, it was how 
much Jewish sweat, money, tears and 
labor went into creation of the paradise 
we all call home now.

You can read Katie’s article, “Flor-
ida Jewish History Month: A look 
into contributions of Jewish people in 
Southwest Florida,” on wgcu.org.

Notice: We rescheduled our ma-
jor fundraiser to January 29, 2023, 
because of Covid-related concerns 
and closures. But we are happy to an-
nounce that next year we will hold this 
NEVER AGAIN event at the same 
venue with the same program, in part-
nership with The Holocaust Museum 
and Cohen Education Center, honoring 
Jack Nortman for his unyielding efforts 
to protect and preserve the legacy of 
the Holocaust. All attendees will have 
the opportunity to view the premiere of 
the Southwest Florida Jewish Pioneers 
documentary Jack Nortman, Boxcar 
Education Giant; visit the boxcar, the 
only traveling exhibit with an authen-
tic transport, on the premises of the 
Hilton Naples; and participate in the 
matching grant to further the Holo-
caust education mission which our or-
ganization’s leadership wholeheartedly  
supports.

We need your help in carrying out 
the mission of historical preservation 
and education. You can start helping by 
joining or renewing: Family Member-
ship $54, Individual Membership $36, 
Student Membership $18, Corporate 
Sponsor $300. Please join us online 
by entering the appropriate amount or 
mail your check to:

The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

JEWISH WAR VETERANS
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400

(239) 246-3151
Eryka Aptaker
A very interesting and full meeting 
was held on January 30. New guests 
and members were present: Bob Stone, 
Danielle Ciccoli and adorable Zara at 
11 months old. Danielle served in the 
U.S. Army from 2004-2012 and was in 
Iraq when Saddam Hussein was hung. 
Bob served in Med Service-Air Force 
from 1955-1958. Welcome all! 

We had a moment of silence for 
beloved member Dr. Sanford “Sandy” 
Cohen, who passed away January 24. 

Sandy was a longtime 
member of the JWV, a 
decade-long member of 
the Board of Directors 
for Lee Health and spent 

four of those years as Chairman of the 
Board. Prior to retiring, he had a long 
career in pediatrics. He had addition-
ally served in the U.S. Army Medical 
Corps. He was a very accomplished 
man who will be greatly missed! A big 
“thank you” to our Honor Guard (Bob 
Ruberto, Bernie Aronson, Isaac Osin 
and Herb Lutsky) for attending and 
participating in Sandy’s funeral ser-
vice.

We enjoyed a wonderful guest 
speaker, Dennis Simon, a lifetime 
member of our Post. Dennis is a VA 
Veterans Service Officer and had pre-

viously worked for the county in plan-
ning. Dennis gave us interesting and 
important information with reference 
to those veterans who needed help in 
finding their way through the VA sys-
tem. Thank you, Dennis, for the infor-
mative presentation. 

As a last-minute addition to this 
article, two teenagers face felony hate-
crime charges after they vandalized the 
home of Rabbi Mendy Greenberg, who 
leads the Chabad of Bonita Springs, 
Estero & FGCU. They destroyed a 
mailbox, broke a car window and de-
faced a driveway by spray-painting the 
sidewalk with big red lettering, spelling 
out the word “Jew’s.” On Sunday, Feb-
ruary 6, an event was held at Chabad 
of Bonita Springs, during which, mem-
bers of JWV - Victor Paul Tuchman 

Post 400 visited to show our solidarity.
As always in these articles, we ask 

that you consider joining this amazing 
and dedicated group. Come join us as 
we engage in bagels and cream cheese 
and great conversation. Our next meet-
ing is scheduled for Sunday, March 27 
at 9:30 a.m. at the Jewish Federation. 
To become a member or if you have 
questions, please contact Commander 
Harvey Charter at hbcharter@aol.com 
or 239.246.3151. 

The Jewish War Veterans, founded 
in 1896, is the oldest continuing vet-
erans organization in America. We are 
challenged in the pursuit of new mem-
bers to keep our organization alive. 
With the loss of many of our WWII 
veterans, we are striving to have mem-
bers of our younger generation(s) join 
and show support to the JWV. We have 
a Patron membership for non-veterans. 
If your family members were veterans, 
think about honoring them by joining 
JWV Post 400. I joined in honoring 
the memory of my father, a Korean 
War veteran. It was the best decision 
I have ever made. This group has been 
a blessing in my life and some of the 
members have become like family 
to me. You would be a part of a very 
dedicated, committed and welcoming 
group of individuals. We hope to see 
you at our future meetings!Danielle Ciccoli & Zara

 
Visit www.JewishFederationLCC.org to register.  
Visit www.JewishFederationLCC.org to register. 
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TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116
www.templeshalomfl.com

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

Temple Beth El showcases a feast of 
new programming in 2022, and March 
is no exception. Cantor Marshall Port-
noy visits Temple Beth El for Shabbat 
services on March 18 at 7:30 p.m. A 
giant in the Reform movement, Can-
tor Portnoy was described by Debbie 
Friedman as, “Thoughtful and gentle, 
mindful and kind, this loving soul takes 
the listener, with every note he sings, to 
a place of hope and calm.” Join us on 
March 18, and every Friday evening, to 
welcome in Shabbat, either in person 
or virtually.

Don’t miss the final episode of our 
Winter Lecture Series, “Fascinating 
History and Famous Jewish Charac-
ters,” as we learn about the amazing 
life of a Communist spy, Agent Sonya. 
Join us on March 7 and visit our web-
site for Zoom information.

The Mitzvah Com-
mittee of Temple Beth 
El, in association with 
the Children’s Network 
of Southwest Florida, 
presents a unique oppor-
tunity to truly make a dif-

ference in the lives of families in our 
area. The youth involved with the Chil-
dren’s Network have been neglected 
and/or abused and had been removed 
from their family. Upon reunification, 
mentoring is instituted, when avail-
able. Help this great organization make 
more mentoring available! The Fami-
ly Mentor Program assists struggling 
families who need role models and 
parenting skills. It is a one-on-one, one 
hour per week commitment to help a 
family make a bridge back to normal 
life. Learn how you, personally, can 
help by joining this interactive instruc-
tional program on March 10 at 7:00 
p.m. Visit templebethel.com and click 
on the Family Mentoring Program for 
more details.

Did someone say “Haman?” Boo! 
On March 13, our Purim Megillah 

Spiel at 9:15 a.m. will be followed by 
our fantastic Purim Carnival for Tem-
ple Beth El and Temple Judea reli-
gious school students (and anyone else 
who would like to attend), from 10:00 
a.m. until noon on the Temple Beth El 
grounds. Join us for the festivities!

The Israel Committee is showcas-
ing a new lecture series entitled “The 
History and Heritage of Our People.” 
Wide ranging and thoughtful, the lec-
ture series will take place on March 15 
and continue on the third Tuesday of 
every month. Come for the learning 
and join in the discussion following.

Sisterhood programming is es-
pecially vibrant and varied in March. 
On March 3 at 7:00 p.m., the Region-
al Director from Sharsheret will speak 
about hereditary cancer in the Jewish 
community. March 6 at noon brings a 
unique look at Barbra Streisand with 
“Hello, Gorgeous,” virtually touring 
Streisand’s exhibit at the Jewish Muse-
um of Florida-FIU. 

The Sheila Duerden Memorial Maj 
Jongg tournament on March 30. Reg-
istration is still open for this highly 

anticipated, once-a-year tournament. 
Doors open at 8:30 a.m. Continental 
Breakfast is available before the 9:30 
a.m. playtime. Events include door 
prizes, raffles and Chinese buffet. Bam! 
Information and registration are avail-
able on our website.

Our Bids and Bites Gala has been 
rescheduled for April 3 at 5:00 p.m. 
What are the Bids? We have fantas-
tic vacation homes, specialty jewelry, 
sports memorabilia, gift certificates, 
home goods, artwork and much more. 
What are the Bites? Our talented mem-
ber chefs will prepare dishes appeal-
ing to all tastes. This event is open to 
the public. The cost is $36 per person. 
Reservations can be made by calling 
the office at 239.433.0018 or online at 
templebethel.com.

To learn more about Temple Beth 
El and our special events, Shabbat 
services and recurring programs, visit 
templebethel.com. Follow us on Face-
book @TempleBethElofFortMyers and 
on Instagram @templebethelfortmyers 
for updates, information and more de-
tails about our community experiences.

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Deepest sympathies are extended to 
Susan Block on the death of her mom 
Edith; to Warren Green who lost his 
wife Judith; to David Pincus and his 
family who lost his father Robert; and 
to the family of Susie Gerstein.

Mazel Tov to Sam Lefkowitz and 
Nicole William on their March 14 wed-
ding at the rabbi’s pond, and to Peppie 
Tandhasetti and Robert Vosburg, to be 
married at the rabbi’s pond on March 
20.

Purim will be cel-
ebrated on March 17 
starting at 7:00 p.m. 
Along with the reading 
of the Megillah and Pu-
rim sing-along, this year 
will feature Purim Bingo 

with all proceeds going to the needy. 
Purim means “lots” (as in lottery). Ha-
man used his to plan our destruction. 
Purim Bingo is using “lots” for the 
good! Watch the synagogue website at  
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com for de-
tails.

The synagogue will host two free 
Seder suppers on the first two nights of 
Passover in mid-April with the gener-
ous help of Cohen & Cohen Catering. 
This year, seating is limited to 75 each 

night and is by reservation only. Invi-
tations with reservation details will be 
sent out via the USPS in mid-March. 
If you are not on our mailing list and 
want a letter, send your mailing ad-
dress to synfree@comcast.net.

Weekly C.F.S. Friday evening din-
ners begin at 6:00 p.m.. They are free 
and open to all. Please consider bringing 
a dish, salad, dessert or bottle of wine. 
No dairy dishes please! Worship begins 
at 7:00 p.m., followed by a social hour.

Each Sabbath morning at 9:30 a.m., 
breakfast and Torah Study are at the 
rabbi’s home in Forest Country Club. 
The study is also on Zoom and is easily 
accessed at www.fortmyerssynagogue.
com. All are welcome. The guard at the 
gate will give you directions.

Tuesday evening Adult Education 
continues at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom only. 
To get your weekly reading assign-
ments, email synfree@comcast.net.

Now in its 17th year and with the 
continued guidance of Rabbi Bruce 
Diamond, the Community Free Syna-
gogue meets at the S.W. Masonic Cen-
ter, 10868 Metro Parkway, Fort Myers. 
It is a Jewish community open resource 
without formal membership require-
ments. Its activities are open to all for 
free and without financial solicitations.

Its mission of Torah, Avodah, Gmi-
loot Hasadim (TA”G), Sacred Study, 
Worship and Altruism is taken from the 
Pirqe Avot.

On Friday, February 11, Temple Sha-
lom observed Jewish Music Month 
featuring the music of Craig Taubman 
and David Glaser. Dr. David Katz, at 
some future date, will incorporate the 
music into the Shabbat service. Rabbi 
Solomon Agin assisted Dr. Katz, play-
ing the bass. The take-home Oneg 
Shabbat was sponsored by Berna 
Goldberg honoring the Bat Mitzvah of 
her granddaughter Gwen Goldberg. 

On Friday evening, 
March 18, join us for 
“Moisheh Kapoyer” Shab- 
bat. The reading of the 
Megillah will start with 
the blessing of the Shab-
bat candles and the kid-

dush. Then the special Oneg with ha-
mentashen and other treats will follow. 
Music will be under the direction of 
Dr. David Katz. This will be a joyous 
Purim.

Temple Shalom is hopeful to bring 
back in person the many programs that 
have been postponed. If you would like 
to be informed of all our programs, 
please call the office at 941.625.2116.

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

Shalom Life Center is Southwest Flor-
ida’s warm and welcoming home for 
contemporary Jewish life with a pas-
sionate commitment to community 
and spiritual growth where everyone is 

always welcome to be a 
part of our amazing SLC 
family.

We are so excited for 
our upcoming interfaith 
event. Join with your 
SLC family and our in-

terfaith partners on Thursday, March 
10 for a special screening of the doc-
umentary Life Will Smile. The film re-
counts the unique story where all 275 
members of the Jewish community on 

the Greek island of Zakynthos were 
protected and saved from the Nazis by 
their fellow Zakynthians. The film’s 
award-winning producer, Steven Prio-
volos, will also be joining us on Thurs-
day and will be a special guest speaker 
the following night during Shabbat ser-
vices. Everyone is welcome to join us 
for this free, fabulous interfaith event 
followed by a lavish dessert recep-
tion. Many thanks to Diane and David 
Schneider for generously sponsoring 
and bringing this wonderful Shabbaton 
to our entire community. Make sure to 
RSVP today by emailing us at info@
shalomlifecenter.org.

It’s almost time to celebrate Pesach 
together again. This year, our Shalom 
Life Center Seder will be even more 
wonderful than ever before. If you’ve 
celebrated Pesach with us before, you 
know that a Shalom Life Center Seder 
is beautiful, traditional, musical, inter-
active and probably unlike any Seder 
you’ve ever attended. Please join us 
for the best Seder experience of your 
life on April 15 at the beautiful Belle 
Lago Country Club. For more informa-
tion and to RSVP, call 239.218.3433 or 
email info@shalomlifecenter.org.

Every Saturday morning at 10:00 
a.m., SLC offers an interactive and par-

ticipatory Torah and Kabbalah study 
led by Rabbi Lawrence Dermer with a 
focus on the relevance of our timeless 
traditions and bringing the ancient wis-
dom of Torah into our daily lives. 

SLC offers individualized Bar/
Bat Mitzvah preparation, Torah and 
Kabbalah study, Women’s Circle, 
Men’s Club, Book Club, The Shalom 
Shmoozers Social Club, Yiddish Cul-
ture Club, special events, concerts, din-
ners and so much more. If you’d like to 
learn more, please send us an email or 
give us a call.

SLC also offers many other oppor-
tunities to enhance your Jewish life and 
learning, and further your involvement 
in community service while making 
friends in a warm and welcoming com-
munity. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where community is fami-
ly and prayer is always inspirational, 
meaningful and musical. For more in-
formation, visit www.shalomlifecenter.
org.

Need to reach the editor 
of L’CHAYIM? Send an 

email to  
LChayim36@gmail.com.
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TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

On the first and third Saturdays of each 
month, Shabbat morning services are 
outside in the parking lot, followed by 
outside kiddush luncheons. A protec-
tive covering shields attendees from 
the sun. Temple Judea wants everyone 
to feel safe, whether attending a ser-
vice or other event. Masks continue 
to be required for indoor services and 
programs. 

Temple Judea will celebrate Purim 
beginning with a Purim Carnival on 
Sunday morning, March 13. The annu-
al event, held jointly with Temple Beth 
El, will be outside at Temple Beth El. 
There will be games and refreshments 
and fun for all. The carnival is open to 
the community.

Purim festivities continue Wednes-
day evening, March 16 with the read-
ing of the Megillah. As of the writing 
of this column, no decision has been 
made about whether the festivities 
will be outside or inside. Whatever 

the location, there will 
be a dinner at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by the reading 
of the Megillah. The cel-
ebration will conclude 
with delicious haman-
taschen for dessert. Cos-

tumes are encouraged!
Chaverot, Temple Judea’s Sister-

hood, invites members and guests to 
create their own mezzuzot. Tab Scrib-
ner will teach us how to use clay to make 
a mezuzah and then share ideas of how 
we might decorate them. The class will 
be on Sunday, March 6 at 12:30 p.m. 
The cost is $18 for Chaverot members 
and $25 for non-members. It includes 
the cost of the supplies and snacks that 
will be provided. RSVPs are needed no 
later than Thursday, March 3. Call the 
synagogue office to reserve a space.

Join Chaverot members for a 
“Books and Baubles” swap meet on 
Sunday, March 27 at 12:30 p.m. Bring 
up to five books you’ve already read 
and up to five pieces of costume jewel-
ry you no longer wear – and get ready 
to swap. How many you bring is how 
many you get to pick – up to five items 
of each. Bring a dairy or parve lunch; 
we’ll provide drinks and dessert. The 

cost to participate is $5 for members 
and $10 for non-members. RSVP to the 
synagogue office no later than Friday, 
March 25. The above Chaverot events 
will be held outside. 

We have a treat for the Chaverot 
Book Club meeting on Tuesday, March 
22 at 7:00 p.m. The book to be dis-
cussed is A Day Like This by Kelly Mc-
Neil, who will be joining us on Zoom 
to talk about her book and answer any 
questions. If you are not a member of 
Chaverot, but would like to join us for 
this event, please call the synagogue 
office. 

Tot Shabbat, on the second Friday 
night of each month, is an interactive 
service with music, crafts and stories 
for families with young children. Join 
Morah Tab on Friday, March 11 at 5:00 
p.m. for this fun in-person service.

Rabbi Sack’s monthly lunchtime 
Torah study is on Thursday, March 3 
at noon at the offices of Myers & Bret-
tholtz. There is no cost to attend, and 
all levels of Jewish background are 
welcome. Call Rabbi Sack for more 
information.

Temple Judea continues to accept 
food donations for The Cadkin Foun-
dation Food Pantry and menstrual 

products for CYCLE FORWARD, a 
program that distributes menstrual 
products to women in need. There is a 
barrel near the front door of the shul for 
cans and boxes of food, and a basket in 
the lobby for the donations to CYCLE 
FORWARD. 

There are also collection envelopes 
on the front door for contactless mon-
etary or gift card contributions. Please 
call the synagogue office if you make 
such a contribution. Contributions can 
also be mailed.
Regularly scheduled events:

• Friday evening Shabbat services 
at 6:30 p.m. Friday evening ser-
vices are preceded with a wine and 
cheese reception at 6:15 p.m.

• Saturday morning Shabbat ser-
vices at 9:30 a.m. (no Kiddush 
lunches at this time unless the ser-
vice is outside)

• Morning minyan every Monday  
at 9:00 a.m. 

• Tot Shabbat the second Friday eve-
ning of each month at 5:00 p.m.

• Rabbi Sack’s monthly lunchtime 
Torah study sessions the first 
Thursday of each month at noon at 
the offices of Myers & Brettholtz

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

February has been an exciting month 
for us at Temple Beth Shalom. We had 
Cantor Beth Schlossberg back for a 
second time, this time in person. We 
watched two movies from the Jew-

ish Federation’s Jewish 
Film Festival together as 
a group, gathered in the 
park to remember long-
time member and friend 
Marsha Petrone, and 
watched four fascinating 

documentaries on different events in 
Jewish history. The Photography Club 
visited Babcock Ranch. 

Finally, we had an unexpected vis-
it and TED Talk by David Razowsky, 

a master improv instructor. He’s the 
former Artistic Director of the Second 
City Training Centre, a co-founder of 
the Annoyance Theatre, and the host 
and creative force of ADD Podcast 
with Dave Razowsky and Ian Foley. 
He has performed with the likes of 
Steve Carell, Stephen Colbert, Amy 
Sedaris and Rachel Dratch.

We are looking forward to March, 
starting with the Book Club on March 
3 at 1:00 p.m. at Jaycee Park. The  

Netanyahus by Joshua Cohen will be 
discussed. Bring your lunch and enjoy 
the company.

For more information on upcom-
ing events, special services and fun ac-
tivities, please send an email to temple 
bethshalomcommunications@gmail.
com or call 239.772.4555 and leave a 
message. Guests are always welcome.

ticipatory Torah and Kabbalah study 
led by Rabbi Lawrence Dermer with a 
focus on the relevance of our timeless 
traditions and bringing the ancient wis-
dom of Torah into our daily lives. 

SLC offers individualized Bar/
Bat Mitzvah preparation, Torah and 
Kabbalah study, Women’s Circle, 
Men’s Club, Book Club, The Shalom 
Shmoozers Social Club, Yiddish Cul-
ture Club, special events, concerts, din-
ners and so much more. If you’d like to 
learn more, please send us an email or 
give us a call.

SLC also offers many other oppor-
tunities to enhance your Jewish life and 
learning, and further your involvement 
in community service while making 
friends in a warm and welcoming com-
munity. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where community is fami-
ly and prayer is always inspirational, 
meaningful and musical. For more in-
formation, visit www.shalomlifecenter.
org.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

Our Bat Yam programming contin-
ues to grow and diversify. Thanks to 
our “crew” (and you know who you 
are), the Zooms are better than ever. A 
few weeks ago, Vickie Fuchs (thanks, 
Vickie) arranged for us to see a mar-
velous video about the miraculous sur-
vival of 1,564 Czech Torah scrolls and 
the towns where Jews lived, including 
Boskovice, where Bat Yam’s treasured 
Czech Torah is from. The book, Light 
Beyond the Shadows, by Sheila Pallay 
and Julius Muller, was the basis of our 
program. Sheila and Julius spoke along 
with Lois Roman, Trustee of the Me-
morial Scrolls Trust, which oversees 
the legacy of the 1,564 Czech Torahs 
that survived the Shoah.

Coming up this month is anoth-
er program you won’t want to miss. 
Presented by Rabbi Robert Leib of 
Old York Road Temple Beth Am in 
Abington, Pennsylvania, this virtual 
tour is a treasury of Rabbi Leib’s own 
photographs taken over the course 
of the congregation’s 12-day tour of  

Morocco. A native of 
South Africa, Rabbi Leib 
wanted to return to Afri-
ca, but also, he wanted 
to visit a markedly dif-
ferent Jewish communi-
ty from that in which he 

was raised. He was interested in ob-
serving and meeting the remnants of 
the Sephardi community of Spain and  
Portugal that emigrated to this area  

after the Expulsion at the end of the 
15th century. During this virtual tour, 
narrated by Rabbi Leib himself, you 
will “visit” five cities in Morocco. You 

will travel in time, visiting religious 
sites, palaces, cemeteries, restaurants, 
marketplaces and even 21st century 
food franchises. Sit back, relax and en-
joy the ride. 

One of the many blessings of Bat 
Yam Temple of the Islands is our warm 
relationship with the Sanibel Congre-
gational United Church of Christ. Rab-
bi Stephen Fuchs and Pastor John Dan-
ner hit it off from the start, and their 
relationship has only grown stronger 
one time. John has decided to retire and 
will be leaving his pulpit in April. We 
are sad, yet grateful for having had him 
in our lives. Every year, Bat Yam and 
SUCC have a pulpit exchange during 
the first weekend in February. John 
gives the sermon at our Friday night 
Shabbat service, and Stephen preaches 
during both of their Sunday morning 
services. The exchange was especially 
poignant this year, because we real-
ized it would be the last one with John. 
The “pair” were happy to be together 
during their last joint Shabbat.

We have shared many joint activ-
ities with SCUCC, including classes, 
the monthly food drive and, of course, 
our trip to Israel in 2019.

Our latest project is the Memory 
Café, which, actually is an interfaith 
program involving every congregation 

in the area. Memory Café is a free pro-
gram designed to address the feelings 
of isolation often expressed by those 
dealing with memory impairment or 
dementia and their caregiver and loved 
ones. Although there are separate pro-
grams for the memory-impaired and 
caregiver communities, this one is de-
signed specifically for the combined 
group. Those attending participate in 
activities and enjoy entertainment, 
music, refreshments and socialization 
together. Volunteers from the partici-
pating congregations serve as greeters 
and hosts, 

The program draws upon the re-
sources of the Dubin Center in Fort My-
ers and FISH (Friends in Service Here) 
on Sanibel. Depending on the status of 
indoor gatherings and Covid-19, the 
first Memory Café was slated to take 
place toward the end of February.

Weekly Friday night Shabbat ser-
vices continue at 7:00 p.m. in person 
and on Zoom. Saturday morning class-
es continue, also on Zoom.

Members of the community are 
welcome to join us at any time. In ad-
dition to services and classes, if you 
hear of a speaker or program, feel free 
to email us for more information or a 
Zoom link.Need to reach the editor 

of L’CHAYIM? Send an 
email to  

LChayim36@gmail.com.
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Featuring 

 Watergen 
 Israel-style shuk with vendors 
 live performances & entertainment 
 crafts, face painting & henna 
 climb the “Masada” rock wall 
 tastes of Israel in the "Jerusalem Café” 
 fun for all ages 

Alliance For The Arts * 10091 McGregor Blvd. * Fort Myers  

SUNDAY  MAY 15  2-5PM 
OPEN 
to the 
Public 

 

NEW DATE AND LOCATION!! 

 

Community Partner & Vendor Registration Form 

www.JewishFederationLCC.org 

Organization or Vendor Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________ City:_____________________ ST:________  Zip: __________ 

Phone: ____________________________   Contact Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 

Registration Options  
 

_______ $75 Vendor fee (tenting, 1 table & 2 chairs)         

_______ $50 Non-Profit Organizations & Exhibitors fee (tenting, 1 table & 2 chairs)  

_______ $36 Vendor fee (10’ x 10’ Space Only)       

 

     _______$10/additional table _______$3/additional chair      Total Cost:  $____________________  

 

 

 

Credit Card Information: 

Card #: __________________________________________________Expires: _______________ 
 

Please return completed form to:  

Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte  Counties 9701 Commerce Center Court,  Fort Myers, FL  33908   
 

 

More info?  
239.481.4449 x4 

FREE 
ADMISSION 


