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Program notes

JFNA statement

By Debbie Sanford, Program Director

I

hope you enjoyed the 25 anniversary Jewish Film Festival. Thank
you to our sponsors for their continued support!
Until we get back to normal with
in-person programming, our virtual
calendar for the next few months is
packed! We will bring you authors,
celebrations, remembrances, films and
a virtual tour series of
Jewish Argentina, France
and Spain.
I’d like to thank a
new program sponsor, Dr.
Daitch at Advanced Pain
Management & Spine
Specialists. Dr. Daitch will be sponsoring our Out & About film series for the
next three months, as well as a couple
of other programs.
A sort of follow-up to our Jewish

Film Festival: Out & About brings
stimulating, cultural and educational
films to you virtually this year due to
Covid. But when we are back to normal, you will be able to attend one of
these films at a library, synagogue or
similar public venue. For now though,
you get to enjoy the films in the comfort of your home and stay safe.
The schedule for
Out & About films is on
the programming calendar below. The films
are easy to watch. Just
click on a link and enter a password. They are
all free of charge! To register for the
film links, please visit www.Jewish
Federationlcc.org/Virtual-Events.
Stay safe everyone. Chag Sameach.
Happy Passover.

th

B

elow is a statement from The Jewish Federations of North America
(JFNA) made by Mark Wilf, Chair of the Board of Trustees, and Eric Fingerhut, President & CEO, on January 7, 2021. We bring it to you here as
representative of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties’ view.
Following yesterday’s horrifying assault on our nation’s democracy, we were gratified that calm was restored quickly and Congress
went back to their important work of certifying our election process.
We all must return to the important work ahead.
Before us are a series of immense challenges and we cannot fully
tackle them unless we come together. Death tolls related to Covid-19
are at alarming levels and we have seen domestic unrest rise to unacceptable proportions. Our social service sector has been overtaxed
and under resourced.
As Jews, we know personally and painfully the dangers of unchecked hatred. We also know that with great determination and conviction to our core values, our country can heal and grow stronger. We
affirm our belief in the stability of our government, its institutions and
the peaceful transition of power. We are committed to devoting our
communal energy to working with people of all faiths and creeds to
heal and move forward.

Y o u r Fe d e r a ti o n t e a m p r e s e n ts a FU N s e a s o n o f VI R T U AL p r o g r a m m i n g .

Get your passports ready….
Coming Soon!
Virtual Jewish Tour Series

VIRTUAL EVENTS CALENDAR
April

March

4/1 Out & About Films

3/4

4/6 Sidney Friedman
Musical Mentalist

A virtual tour visiting: Out & About Films

Argentina



Paris

3/17



Spain

Read the Book; Zoom the
Author

Register at:
www.JewishFederation
lcc.org/Virtual-Events

June

5/6

6/3

Out & About Films

Virtual Tour of
Jewish Spain

4/7 Community Holocaust
Remembrance Program

5/23

4/22 TRIBE Social Hour

Virtual Tour of
Jewish Paris

4/26 & 4/27 Virtual Tour of
Jewish Argentina
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Jewish Family Services update

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator

M

y role in the Jewish community changed
once I began working at the Federation. In
the Before Times (pre-pandemic), if I was
at an event, any event, people would come up to me in
the lobby, the parking lot, even
the ladies’ room (!), to say, “I’ve
got food in my car for the pantry,” “Here’s a check I’ve been
meaning to mail” or “Could you
use a set of dishes?” I look forward to resuming my post as
The Roving Collector once the
carousel of life begins turning
 Jodi Cohen
again.
My heart and soul have also been influenced by
my work at the Federation, in large part because of
the ways so many of you model a generosity of spirit
and support unparalleled to anything I’ve ever experienced. There is a man who brings food to the pantry
every two weeks because he brings two bags when he
shops – one for his own groceries and one for pantry
donations. There are anonymous donors who sponsor different families every year to ensure they have
a Happy Hanukkah. When my father passed away,
many, many people made donations to the pantry in
his honor. Various seniors on limited incomes donate
food to the pantry. My own friends not only donate
gift cards and food, but they show up to help unload,
organize and pack bags during crunch times. There
was the Sunday afternoon I picked up stashes of quarters from them so a client could do her laundry after
living in her car for a month.
A Federation member whom I met professionally
told me that his family donates food to the Federation
pantry through their synagogue. I told him how much
we appreciate it, as the number of clients has tripled
since the pandemic began. Shortly after we met, he
showed up at my office door with a stack of gift cards.
The Cadkin Foundation provides gift cards every
month for all of the pantry clients, enabling people to
buy fresh food.
And then there is the family who said, “Please
let us know if there is ever a special situation where
a client needs help.” I called on them when a family
was facing eviction. When I sent a
‘thank you’ letter to the family who
provided assistance, they replied,
“Please let us know how we can
help in the future.”
This is who we are, this is our
community. I am honored to be
part of our Federation family. Everyone who is able, contributes
what they can, whether it be food,
time, energy, money or gift cards.
Continuously. Everyone practices
the Jewish values of Tzedakah (benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking
responsibility for one another), ensuring that the Federation is available to provide assistance to the
Jews and non-Jews who call the
Federation and say, “Can you help
me?”
The work I do is both heartbreaking and inspiring at the same
time. I’m reminded of a scene in
the movie Kramer vs. Kramer.

After Dustin Hoffman’s character has transformed
into a mensch, he’s sitting on a park bench with Jane
Alexander’s character, who is lamenting about something. He doesn’t say a word as he gently puts his
hand up to her cheek where she leans on it. Such tender kindness. Every time someone comes to get food
or calls for help, I am presented with an opportunity
to practice Tzedakah,
Tikkun Olam and K’lal
Yisrael. One night I
dreamt that I taped the
word ‘compassion’ to
the handle of my office
phone. Ah, what a lovely idea from my subconscious. As you can see
in the photo, life imitates dreams.
Speaking of Tzedakah, I’ve volunteered
several times over the
years but have never witnessed the dedication, loyalty and stamina of the Federation volunteers. There
are so many moving pieces to keeping the pantry
stocked, organized and ready to serve clients every
week. When people tell me what a great job I’m doing with the pantry, I reply that it’s the Volunteer Village that keeps everything humming smoothly and
how everyone ‘kicks tush.’ My heartfelt thanks to
the following people: Barbara Gribin, Barbara Henry, Carolyn Gora, Debbie Feinberg, Doreen Kostel,
Elise Sewall, Harriet Lipschutz, Jayl Solomon, Karen
Whitman, Laurie McConville, Laurie Morris, Linda
Silver, Mary Beth & Rachel Mandelkorn, Randi &
Payton Wolf, Robert Thomas, Suzanne Orkin, Tracey
Seigel, Valerie Franklin.
As poet William Stafford wrote, it will take us
“millions of intricate moves,” before we are on the
other side of the pandemic. In the meantime, people all over Lee and Charlotte counties will continue
reaching out to the Federation for help. Every single thing you do to support the Federation makes a
difference. Thank you in advance for your ongoing
support.

For a continuously updated
calendar of events, visit
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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OUR FEDERATION
The Board and Staff of the
Jewish Federation
Lee & Charlotte Counties

wish you a

Chag Pesach
Sameach
TRIBUTES

In memory of Jerry Arzy
from Steve & Toni Goodman
In memory of Harley Ellman
from Rick & Judi Davis
In memory of Rachel Kushner
from Rick & Judi Davis
In honor of Mel Lev’s 80th Birthday
from Rick & Judi Davis

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your Tributes.
Please send them to Lori Ramos
at the Federation at loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
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The best Purim shpiel ever
By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President

M

ordecai: Did I ever tell you
about the time...
Mottel: The time you and
Cousin Esther saved all the Jews of
Shushan? Yes, Uncle Mordecai. You
tell it every year.
Mordecai: What year is this?
Mottel: It’s somewhere in the 4th century BGSC.
Mordecai: BGSC?
Mottel: Before Goyim Start Counting.
Mordecai: Why
aren’t they counting yet? What are
they waiting for,
the Mashiach?
Mottel: Something
like that.
Mordecai: Anyway, there I was,
 Brian
sitting near the
Simon
gate of the king’s
palace, having my lunch. I had some
rice, some goat, some matzah...
Mottel: You eat matzah? It’s not even
Passover yet!
Mordecai: What can I say? Sometimes,
I like my bread unleavened. Anyway, I
heard these two guards, and it sounded
like they were plotting something.
Mottel: They were plotzing, you say?
Mordecai: No! I said “plotting.” Plotzing is what I did after I heard what they
were up to. They were plotting to kill
King Ahashverosh!
Mottel: You don’t say.
Mordecai: Yes, I do say. I took a few
more nibbles of my goat and rice, so
as not to cause any alarm, and then I
packed up to find Cousin Esther. I told
her about the plot, and she told the
king. Ahashverosh had both of those
guys killed and my good deed was recorded in the king’s diary.
Mottel: Here’s the thing about the diary. They write it in cuneiform script.
Who uses cuneiform? How do you
even spell Mordecai in cuneiform?
Mordecai: Now that you mention it,
maybe that’s why the king kept calling me “Cobra Kai.” Anyway, they record my good deed, which is fortunate
because right after that is when that
mamzer Haman...
Mottel: Ptooey!

Mordecai: You said it. That pointyeared monster should only lie in the
ground and make bagels. So that’s
when he comes into the story. He
goes parading through the streets of
Shushan, making a big tzimmis, not
wearing a mask mind you, and demanding that everyone bow down to
him. I said, “I’m not bowing down to
you, and please stay at least six feet
away from me.” Then, he makes a federal case out of it!
Mottel: I know, I know. And then he
gets the king to give an edict to kill
all the Jews and you persuade Cousin
Esther to intercede. We’ve heard your
Purim shpiel many times.
Mordecai: So, what else have we got to
talk about?
Mottel: I heard they’ve built a new
temple in Jerusalem. It’s supposed to
be even better than the first one.
Mordecai: Jerusalem? When am I going to travel all the way to Jerusalem?
Mottel: You should go next year.
Mordecai: Everybody always says that.
“Next year in Jerusalem!” That should
be their tourism slogan.
Mottel: It beats the one they’re using
now, “If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let
my right hand wither...”
Mordecai: Yeesh, that’s dark.
Mottel: I know, right?
Mordecai: I just want that you should
remember.
Mottel: Remember what?
Mordecai: Remember Purim. Remember that there are people who come
along that want to kill us. Haman...
Mottel: Ptooey!
Mordecai: Exactly, he should gey in
drerd. Anyway, he wasn’t the first. I
have a feeling he won’t be the last to
have it in for the Jews. They try to kill
us, but we win.
Mottel: So, let’s eat!
Mordecai: Exactly! Why don’t you
come over? I’ll make us some matzah.
Mottel: If it’s not too much trouble.
Mordecai: It’s no trouble. I don’t even
have to wait for the dough to rise.
Brian Simon is former president of the
Federation. His views are not necessarily those of the Federation or its
board.

6

OUR COMMUNITY

L' C H AY I M M A R C H 2 0 2 1
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

W

e are excited to announce
our special program for
Triumph 2021 – “Triumph
of Memories.” The virtual event will
take place later this month. For details, please visit our website at www.
HMCEC.org.
The featured speaker will be Stephen D. Smith, Ph.D., the Finci-Viterbi
Executive Director of the USC
Shoah Foundation. The program
will also include
an original “curated experience”
section featuring
commentary by
 Susan
our own SWFL
Suarez
Survivors and Museum community members. Triumph
is our annual fundraising event benefitting our Student and Teacher Education programs.
Dr. Smith also holds the UNESCO Chair on Genocide Education, is a
founder of the UK National Holocaust
Centre and the Kigali Genocide Memorial in Rwanda, and patron of the South
Africa Holocaust & Genocide Foundation. He lectures widely on issues relating to genocide, and works to ensure
the important eyewitness testimony
provided by Survivors of genocide and
other crimes against humanity is heard
and utilized to educate and inspire people to fight hate and prevent its escalation to violence. A current project

of the USC Shoah Foundation is “Dialso increased for our middle school
mensions in Testimony,” which creates
virtual Education programs. Our Edholographic images of Survivors for an
ucation Department continues to reinteractive Q&A experience.
lease each month a new Teacher EduHere at the Museum, we know
cation workshop module on the topic
the incredible and lasting
of genocide, complete
impact the testimonies of
with lesson plans and
SWFL Holocaust Survivors
student activities. We
and Liberators have on our
are hosting limited
visitors, students and teachcapacity, small group
ers. We are grateful to those
tours for school Field
who have participated in
Trips, Private groups
our Oral Visual History
and our new “specialProject, ensuring that their
ty tours” offerings. We
stories have been preserved
are also accommodatfor future generations.
ing requests by schools
We look forward to
and community groups
Stephen D. Smith, Ph.D.
an enlightening evening
for our PopUp Musewith Dr. Smith. Viewers can also subum exhibit. Interested in more informit questions for Dr. Smith to address
mation? For virtual School programs,
during the program.
small group Field Trips and PopUp
A variety of Sponsorship packMuseums, please contact Sam Parages are available for Triumph 2021.
ish, Director of Operations/Education
All sponsors will receive recognition
Specialist, at sam@HMCEC.org. To
in Triumph promotional materials, on
book a private tour for small groups or
the Museum’s website and during the
to sign up for a specialty tour, please
Zoom program. For more information
contact David Nelson, Education
on tickets and Sponsorship packages,
Assistant, at david@HMCEC.org.
please contact me at susan@HMCEC.
org or 239.263.9200.
In other Museum news, we continue to follow and maintain CDC guidelines to help keep visitors, Volunteers
and Staff members safe. The SWFL
“Season” is here and in order to stay
within our Covid-19 capacity limits,
we strongly encourage pre-purchased,
timed-entry tickets. Bookings have
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PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT
OUR FEDERATION & HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE.

This month’s
advertisers

LOVE!

This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support
of our advertisers. Please be sure to use their products and services,
and mention that you found them in L’CHAYIM.

At Norman Love Confections,
award-winning chocolate
is the

star of the show!

Artisan Chocolate | Gourmet Gifts | Desserts & Pastries | Coffees & Teas | Gelato and More!

VISIT US ONLINE FOR LOCATIONS & HOURS
www.NormanLoveConfections.com
FORT MYERS

MCGREGOR

Our popular Zoom programs continue to draw increasingly larger audiences from across the U.S. and Canada.
We cover a variety of topics related to
the Holocaust and human rights issues,
often with special guest interviews, as
well as Docent lectures. To be notified
of upcoming programs, please visit our
website and sign up for our monthly
e-newsletter.
We hope you will join us for Triumph 2021. It promises to be a special event. Thank you again for your
continuing support of our mission and
programs. Your generosity allows us
to impact the thousands of students,
teachers, residents and visitors who
visit or participate in our programming.
Inspired by what they learn here, they
then share the lessons of the Holocaust
with many others. Thanks to you there
is an enormous ripple effect of people
now willing to take action against bigotry, hatred and violence.
I hope you and your families continue to stay safe, and we hope to see
you at the Museum or on Zoom soon!
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For the best retirement destination

JUST

ADD WATER

SHELL POINT’S WATER AMENITIES
■ Waterfront location on the Caloosahatchee

■ Fishing, boating, sailing and kayaking

■ Marina with free boat dockage

■ Beaches just minutes away on Sanibel,
Captiva Island and Fort Myers Beach

■ Residences with expansive water views

ATTEND A DISCOVERY
SEMINAR & TOUR

EXPLORE SHELL POINT TODAY!

CHOOSE A DATE at shellpoint.org/seminars or call (239) 529-4749.
Only Shell Point provides all the resort-style amenities you love — including boating with free boat dockage
and direct Gulf access, resort-style pools, championship golf, racquet sports, dining, arts and entertainment —
along with an unparalleled waterfront location and the peace of mind that comes with Lifecare.
Private tours are also available if you prefer.

®

®

Unparalleled setting. Unparalleled lifestyle.™
Shell Point is located along the Caloosahatchee River in Fort Myers, Florida, just minutes from the islands of Sanibel and Captiva.
Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc.

©2021 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-4339-21

WE ABIDE BY CURRENT CDC GUIDELINES TO PROTECT YOUR HEALTH AND THE SAFETY OF OUR RESIDENTS AND STAFF. WE WILL NOTIFY YOU ABOUT WHAT TO EXPECT BEFORE ARRIVING FOR YOUR TOUR.
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What makes a “Good Man” a hero of the
Capitol siege or a hero of the Holocaust?
By Ida Margolis

F

or a number of months, I have
been writing about “Heroes,
Heroines and Helpers,” the GenShoah and Holocaust Museum theme
for this season. It was decided that the
theme would include not only heroes
of WWII and the Holocaust, but heroes
of any era, and not only well-known
heroes, but lesser-known heroes and
unsung, quiet heroes.
I have already written about a variety of heroes and heroines, from inspiring Holocaust survivors, to poet
and martyr Hannah Senesh to “Righteous Among the Nations” Master Sergeant Roddie Edmonds. I have heard

from kind readers that they have been
moved, educated and impressed by
many of these stories. Recently, I was
inspired by the actions of one Capitol
guard during the siege of the U.S. Capitol on January 6.
You may not have heard the name

of the U.S. Capitol Police Officer, but
it is likely that you saw one man luring
a mob of protesters away from the Senate floor as they breached the Capitol
building. You likely saw a video of one
man facing a group of protestors, one
man who appears to be standing alone.
You may have viewed the video in disbelief when it appeared that protestors
who got into the building made their
way to the hallway outside the Senate
chamber.
You may have seen Eugene Goodman shove a protester who was making
his way to the front of the group. You
may have seen him pick up his baton
off the floor as rioters
flooded through the
doorway. You may
have wondered why
Goodman was alone,
why no other police
officers were there
facing the crowd with
him. I wasn’t quite
sure where he was
leading the angry
looking crowd, but
soon I heard that this
lone officer led the mob away from the
unguarded door of the Senate. I also
soon heard that his judgment and heroism likely prevented much bloodshed.
If you try to find out more about
Eugene Goodman, you can easily find
out he is a U.S. Army veteran who

served in Iraq, and that he served with
the U.S. Capitol Police for about 10
years. You will also likely find that
many people have labeled Eugene
Goodman a “true American hero,” and
a petition was started to give Goodman
the Congressional Medal of Honor.

personal danger rescued 2,500 Jewish children in Poland? Most people
couldn’t, and that is understandable.
But could you be like Jan Karski, join the resistance and report to
Western Allies about the extermination of European Jews, as he did, be-

Phil Jason, Dr. Robert Hilliard (current activist and WWII hero), Jeff Margolis

When reading about the actions
of Goodman, I felt such gratitude and
admiration for the courage of this one
man. At the same time, I wondered
what makes someone take such risks
for others. I have read numerous stories, as I am sure you have, about so
many bystanders and, worse, the perpetrators during the Holocaust. And I
am sure you have also read the stories
of the heroes of the Holocaust. Do you
think you would have had the courage of an Irena Sendler, who at great

ginning in 1940? Or could you be like
local resident Dr. Robert Hilliard, who
as a 19-year-old in the U.S. Army, after WWII wrote letter after letter to try
to get help for the displaced persons in
terrible conditions at St. Ottilien outside
of Munich? Are you willing to do what
91-year-old Hilliard does currently, and
that is to use your words to fight hate?
As Elie Wiesel said, “There may
be times when we may be powerless to
prevent injustice, but there must never
be a time when we fail to protest.”

S

10

OUR COMMUNITY

L' C H AY I M M A R C H 2 0 2 1
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

Andi & Bill Horowitz
Andi & Bill Horowitz
Sara & Brian Krivisky & Radiology Regional
Sara & Brian Krivisky & Radiology Regional
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands
Paul
&
Sylvia
Simko
Paul & Sylvia Simko

Barbara
Fine, Lin
Lin&
&Ron
RonKlein,
Klein,Julia
JuliaPerry
Perry
Barbara&&Barry
BarryEpstein,
Epstein, Karin
Karin Fine,
Leni
Reeva Shaffer,
Shaffer,Dean
Dean&&Tami
TamiTraiger
Traige
Leni&&Rabbi
RabbiMarc
MarcSack,
Sack, Ian
Ian &
& Reeva
Jill
Carlos Weil
Weil
Jill &
& Carlos

Phyllis
Nancy Barrow,
Barrow,Russell
Russell&&Elizabeth
Elizabeth
Bogen
Phyllis&&Berny
BernyAronson,
Aronson,Howard
Howard &
& Nancy
Bogen
Byron
Gora,Marsha
Marsha&&Mike
MikeKistler,
Kistler,
Byron&&Shirley
ShirleyFrank,
Frank, Carolyn
Carolyn Gora,
Jim
CPALLC,
LLC,Mindi
Mindi&&Brian
Brian
Simon
Jim&&JoAnn
JoAnnLewin,
Lewin,Barbara
Barbara B Siegel
Siegel CPA
Simon
Marsha
Steve &
&Vicki
VickiZellner
Zellner
Marsha Weiner,
Weiner, Steve
Barbara
HymieAkst,
Akst, Hal
Hal&
&Pam
Pam Arkin, Judi
Bob
Goldstein
Barbara
&&Hymie
Judi &
&Richard
RichardDavis,
Davis,Diane
Diane&&
Bob
Goldstein
Lynn
Jaffe
PeterGoldberg,
Goldberg, Francine
Francine Krenik,
Krenik, Kushner
Mayster
Lynn
Jaffe
&&Peter
Kushner&
&Kushner
KushnerAttorneys,
Attorneys,Inna
Inna
Mayster
Lynda&&Ian
IanAdler-Noy,
Adler-Noy,John
John & Rozzi
Parrish
Lynda
Rozzi Osterman,
Osterman,Howard
Howard&&Sofia
Sofia
Parrish
Susan&&Michael
MichaelRees,
Rees,George
George &
& Joyce
Talone
Susan
Joyce Rosinger,
Rosinger, Ronald
Ronald&&Lynn
Lynn
Talone
Avner Yonai,
Yonai, Judith
Avner
JudithYevick
Yevick

239-337-4263
239-337-4263

OUR COMMUNITY

L' C H AY I M M A R C H 2 0 2 1
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

11

Bat Yam Temple of the Islands to host
Nefesh Mountain Bluegrass Band Concert
By Maria Hochschild, Concert Committee Chair

B

at Yam Temple of the Islands
invites you to its annual fundraiser concert on Sunday March
7 at 4:00 p.m. The afternoon musical
event, which will be livestreamed for
virtual viewing, stars Cantor Murray
Simon of Sanibel’s Bat Yam Temple of the Islands, Reverend Dr. John
Danner of Sanibel Congregational
United Church of Christ, and a husband-and-wife team, Doni Zasloff and
Eric Lindberg. Zasloff and Lindberg
started Nefesh Mountain Bluegrass
Band.
Nefesh means “soul” and the
Nefesh Mountain Bluegrass Band is a
favorite of both Jewish and non-Jewish fans who enjoy the mashup of

Jewish liturgy with bluegrass melodies.
Bluegrass music is a genre of American roots music that developed in the
1940s in the Appalachian region of the
United States. The name Earl Scruggs
is synonymous with Bluegrass music.
He was known for an energetic and innovative three-finger picking style on
the banjo.
Bluegrass was born from many
strands of American life, mostly describing day-to-day life on the farms
and in the hills. It is now performed
and enjoyed around the world. Zasloff talks about how Nefesh Mountain
Bluegrass band represents diversity
in bluegrass. Theirs is a contemporary bluegrass band that spreads the

message of the joy and the magic of
American roots music. Their repertoire
often includes songs by Bob Dylan and
Woody Guthrie.
The group (Zasloff and Lindberg,
Alan Grubner on violin and Tim Kiah
on bass and vocals) has been active
since 2014 and has toured the U.S.,
Canada, Israel, England and Australia.
They perform at concert halls, festivals, workshops, schools, camps and
synagogues. They have been featured
in Rolling Stone, BBC World News,
Billboard and Bluegrass Today among
others.
Bat Yam’s annual fundraiser concert, has, in previous years, enjoyed
sold-out performances. Attendance for

this year’s concert is on a first-comefirst-served registration basis. The concert is free to the public, but donations
are encouraged and welcomed. Additional benefits are available for sponsors of the concert.
The event on Sunday, March 7 at
4:00 p.m. promises to make it a special
afternoon. Rabbi Stephen Fuchs and
members of the congregation are looking forward to welcoming you. The
virtual performance venue is likely to
be packed, so make sure you score a
ticket. You can register by sending an
email with the subject heading “concert” to batyamsanibel@gmail.com.

Sunday in New York with Temple Beth El
By Carolyn Gora

W

hat better way to experience
New York City than with a
bagel brunch and a tour of
a museum? On January 31, members
of Temple Beth El spent the better part
of their Sunday in The Big Apple, sort
of. Congregants picked up their fresh
bagel box, from The Speckled Egg,
at Temple Beth El’s parking lot and
headed home for a virtual tour of the
NYC Jewish Museum.
Nelly Benedek, the tour guide, created an outstanding tour, including a
virtual trip to the museum’s deli, Russ
& Daughters. Nelly guided us through
the museum’s permanent collection,
pointing out interesting stories and
connections.
One of the memorable stories is
about the artwork by Kehinde Wiley,
the contemporary African American

er

n

artist who painted President Obama’s
portrait. Wiley is known for his realistic portraits with colorful, patterned
backgrounds. The artist traveled to Israel in mid-2000. His visit inspired him
to paint large-scale portraits of Israeli
youth from diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds. He lets his subjects
choose poses mirroring those found in
classical European art.
When he researched for appropriate backgrounds influenced by Jewish
ritual objects, he turned to the Jewish
Museum. He completed 14 portraits
that were displayed in a temporary exhibit, “The World Stage Israel,” at the
museum.
For the background of his paintings, he found papercuts, an intricate
form of Jewish folk and ceremonial art.
He incorporated the museum’s “Miz-

rah” from 1887 by Israel Dov Rosenbaum into his final work from 2011
titled “Alios Itzhak.” The museum was
able to purchase the painting and put it
on display next to the papercuts so they
could be viewed together.
Also highlighted was Mel Bochner’s “The Joys of Yiddish.” Participants viewed his conceptual piece,
owned by the museum, that spelled out
Yiddish slang words using the English
alphabet. To add to the story, Nelly also
showed us a photo of his 2017 installation around the façade of Munich’s
Haus der Kunst (House of Art). His
string of negative Yiddish slang words
on this museum, in Germany, was a
powerful statement. This artist has
chutzpah.
During the tour, Nelly gave us

a taste of the history of the museum,
its building and its collections (which
they call Accumulations). Originally,
the museum was an accumulation of
Jewish artifacts donated to the museum. For example, they currently have
accumulated the largest menorah collection in the world. The museum has
expanded its collection to include artworks by famous Jewish artists and of
Jewish people and subjects. The question came up about “What is Jewish
Art?” You will have to visit the museum for that answer.
Getting the opportunity to go outside the confines and comfort of our
homes by attending a brilliant virtual
tour was refreshing. It proves that if
you can’t go New York, New York can
come to you!

The Jewish Federation Seeks

Volunteers

with Foreign Language Skills.
The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services
otherwise available in our community. We would like to help break this language
barrier.
If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they communicate with
various social service agencies.

Do you speak

Ronny S Taschner DDS
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology

Jennifer Taschner DDS MMSc
Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology

Spanish, Russian, French, Creole, Haitian, Mandarin, etc.?
Please share your gift of language with the needy in our area.

1645 Medical Lane, Fort Myers, FL
Phone 239-936-0635

Send your response to Federation Board member Robert Thomas ritritrit@hotmail.com.
We will contact you as needed. Thank you.

Visit Our Website www.taschnerperio.com
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JEWISH INTEREST

Stars of David

By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also
identified as Jewish.
D.C. Universe Stuff
pleted and he didn’t edit it. Now, HBO
Superman & Lois, a new CW series,
Max, looking for good material during
premiered on February 23 and moves
the pandemic, allowed Snyder to reto its regular time slot on Tuesday,
edit the film and add so much unused
March 2 (9:00 p.m.). This iteration
film that Snyder says it’s a very differof the Man of Steel saga finds Clark
ent movie. Called Zach Snyder’s JusKent (Superman) and Lois Lane martice League, it will premiere on Thursried, with two sons, and looking to live
day, March 18. Cast members include
again in Smallville, Clark’s boyhood
GAL GADOT, 35, as Wonder Womhome. EMMANUELLE CHRIQUI,
an, EZRA MILLER, 28, as the Flash,
45 (Sloan on Entourage), has a recurand JESSE EISENBERG, 37, as Lex
ring role as Lana Lang, an old friend
Luthor.
of Clark who still lives in Smallville.
The Grammys
Also appearing in a recurring role is
The Grammy Awards was moved from
STACEY FARBER, 33. She plays
January 5 to Friday, March 14 (CBS,
Leslie Larr, a business honcho. Both
8:00 p.m.) for the “usual reason.” Most
actresses are Canadian. Chriqui’s parGrammys are not awarded on TV. Here
ents were Sephardi Moroccan Jews
is a “sampler” of Jewish nominees in
who settled in Montreal. Farber grew
the “TV worthy” categories:
up in Toronto and, like many Cana¡ JACK ANTONOFF, 36, and
dians, got her start with a big role on
AARON DESSNER, 44, for
the popular Canadian series DeGrassi
producing an Album of the Year
High: The Next Generation. Next year,
nominee (Taylor Swift, “Folkshe will also have a recurring role on
lore”). Dessner is also nominated
Virgin River, a hit Netflix drama sefor co-writing a Song of the Year
ries. By the way, American producers
nominee, “Cardigan.” Antonoff is
love to film in Canada because its less
also nominated for a Producer of
expensive and they get big tax credthe Year award.
its for hiring Canadian actors. Both
¡ BURT BACHARACH, 92, is up
Virgin River and Superman & Lois are
for Best Traditional Pop Album
filmed in Vancouver.
honors for “Blue Umbrella.”
In 2017, the film Justice League
¡ HAIM (a band made up of three
was released to so-so reviews. For
Jewish sisters whose last name is
a variety of reasons, director Zach
“Haim” – ESTE, 34, DANIELLE,
Snyder left the film before it was com32, and ALANA, 29 – is nominated

for Best Rock Performance with
“The Steps.”
¡ NICK VALENSI, 40, of the band
The Strokes, got a nom for Best
Rock Album for “The New Abnormal.”
¡ DRAKE, 34, got a nom for Best
Melodic Rap Performance with
“Laugh Now Cry Later.” He’s up
for another Grammy (Best Rap
Song) for writing this tune.
Neil Diamond
NElL DIAMOND, who turned 80
on January 24, gave a long interview
to Parade (January 10) and the news
is surprisingly good. In July 2018, he
was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease and immediately stopped touring.
He now lives a comfortable life in an
expansive cabin in the Colorado Rockies, accompanied by his wife and his
dog. Unlike Linda Ronstadt, who also
has Parkinson’s, his voice has not been
affected by the disease. He says, “In a
strange way, I think I am singing better
than I ever have. It’s probably because
I’m not on the road singing full out and
tearing up my voice. Also, I take my
medication. I do my exercise and my
workouts.”
Last November, he released “Classic Diamonds.” He reworked 14 of his
biggest hits for the CD. Diamond was
backed by a symphony orchestra. He

told Parade he is working on an album of completely new songs. Also, at
Parade’s request, he selected his favorite seven hit songs. He included
“America,” which he wrote for the
1980 remake of The Jazz Singer. In
the film, Diamond also played the title role, a cantor’s son who becomes a
popular singer. He told Parade, “[The
song] was the story of my grandparents
coming to America for that freedom.
My grandmother, ‘Bubbe Molly,’ came
to America in steerage…when she
was 12, escaping Jewish oppression in
Russia. My other grandparents had
similar stories. It’s a musical expression of being free.”
Billy Holiday’s Woes
The original Hulu film The United
States vs. Billy Holiday” began streaming on February 26. Holiday (19151959), an African American jazz singer, is most famous for singing “Strange
Fruit,” an anti-lynching song written
(1937) by ABEL MEEROPOL. The
FBI and others didn’t like her civil
rights activism, and they used the excuse of her drug addiction to hound her
for decades. The film heavily focuses
on her long relationship (briefly sexual) with famous (Southern white) actress Tallulah Bankhead (NATASHA
LYONNE, 41).

For a continuously updated
calendar of events, visit
www.JewishFederationLCC.org

Proud To Support L’Chayim and the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties

Over 20 years of providing Southwest Florida
with advanced skills and technology in pain
management to restore comfort and
mobility without invasive surgery.

Jonathan S. Daitch, MD • Ivan A. Samcam, MD • Aileen H. Padilla, DO
8255 College Parkway • South Fort Myers • 239-437-8000 • APMSS.net

JEWISH INTEREST

t
d
e
n
a
e
s
.
e
e
n
d
-

L' C H AY I M M A R C H 2 0 2 1
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

COVID-19 IS

RESHAPING THE
FUTURE OF SENIOR
LIVING, AND SENIOR
CHOICE AT HOME
IS THE FUTURE.

-
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Long before the Coronavirus
pandemic, more than 90% of older
Americans expressed a desire to
remain in their homes as they age.

s
A

Now, more than ever, older
adults are looking for solutions to
remaining at home as they age.
If you want to remain at home,
Senior Choice at Home offers:

Learn why thousands
of people like yourself
have chosen a Continuing
Care at Home Program.

✓ Personal Care Coordination
✓ Priority Access to Healthcare Services
✓ Asset Protection and Security
✓ Peace of Mind

Join us for a

Lunch & Learn!

FRIDAY, March 12 at 11 a.m.
OR
TUESDAY, March 23 at 11 a.m.

ome”

“I’m staying h

t, I was
When COVID hi
in the
able to remain
fety of my
comfort and sa
ks to my
own home, than
at Home
Senior Choice
membership!

Senior Choice
-Phyllis Shelton,
ber
at Home mem

Sanibel Community House

2173 Periwinkle Way in Sanibel
We are taking precautionary measures to ensure the safety of our guests,
residents & staff. This includes keeping guests 6 feet apart during events.
Upon entering, you will need to fill out a health screening form, get a
temperature check, wear a mask, and wash hands or use hand sanitizer.

1333 Santa Barbara Blvd.
Cape Coral, FL 33991
www.SeniorChoiceAtHome.com

Senior Choice at Home is a Volunteers of America membership-based community. Learn
more at voa.org. AL #12982, HHA #299993155, HHA #299991969, SNF #1188096

RSVP
239.323.5957

for you and your friend to
reserve your seats today!
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Pastelito – Sephardic Kugel
– recipe by Chef Dalia

P

assover, which celebrates the
exodus of the Jews from Egypt,
this year begins on Saturday,
March 27.
At this time of the year, wherever
Jews gather to talk, the conversation
turns to Passover. It is a holiday every
Jewish household looks forward to all
year and the most celebrated holiday in
American Jewish life.
The center of attention of the entire evening is the recital of the Haggadah, which utilizes symbolic foods
and wine throughout the ceremony. I’d
like to kindly call Passover the Jewish
Thanksgiving. I have fond and familiar, but slightly different, memories
of the celebration with my family as a
child in Israel. I grew up with spices,
colors and very bold flavors. It’s very
different from the foods that most of
American Jews with roots in Eastern
Europe ate growing up. But I have to
say that I can see a growing interest in
Sephardic and Israeli foods. They have
become more popular among chefs and
foodies trying to make their food more
interesting and lively, much like you
find in Israel.
I have lots of Passover memories
from the past 20 years celebrating the
holiday in America, including cooking
big fat Passover Seders for some of the
synagogues in Southwest Florida, and
hosting a huge Israeli Seder for 100
people in my house. But when asked to
recall memories of Passover, I immedi-

ately go to my Passovers in Israel.
When American Jews sit down for
their Passover Seder, the foods that decorate their holiday table may not look,
smell or taste anything like the Passover foods eaten by my family. Sephardic Jews, who come from Spain, North
Africa and the Middle East, combine
the aromatic spices, the exotic fruits
and the nutritious vegetables of their
regions into Jewish cuisine.
So while American Jews, primarily Ashkenazi Jews from Europe, cook
up gefilte fish, roast chickens, fry potato kugel and bake flourless chocolate
cake for the holiday, my Sephardic
family baked pastelito (Sephardic kugel: mashed potato with meat mixture),
topped matzos with matbucha (spicy
tomato sauce), filled matzo-meal crusted kibbeh with chopped lamb or beef,
infused vegetable soup with turmeric, chopped sticky dates for dipping
(charoset), and spiced their fish, meats,
stews and desserts with bold flavors
such as cinnamon, cardamom, baharat,
ras el hanout, ginger, cumin and sumac.
Living far away from family for
the past 20 years has changed the essence of Passover and I find that keeping the traditions that I remember from
childhood are even more important. I
remember the long family tables at my
Grandmother Dalia’s house where the
kids sat together at the end of the table.
The Seder plate had all of the recognizable spaces but they were overflowing

BRING YOUR BEST
TO THE TABLE
WITH MURPHY & DAVID’S CORNED BEEF

GREAT F
O
REUBEN R
S,
TOO!

AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL GROCERY STORE
www.MurphyandDavids.com

with different elements. I still love all
the traditions and how you stop every
so often to eat something that symbolizes something big and meaningful.
I remember the maror (horseradish)
so much. We would always compete,
down at the kids’ table, who could eat
more at one time. Some put it on the
matzo and some ate it straight up. We
were all red with teary eyes from the
heat and the laughter. The smells coming from the kitchen were delicious –
the best food smells ever.
The Seder went on with lots of
noise, lots of commotion and, most importantly, lots of love. Dish after dish
came out of the tiny Israeli kitchen: a
huge variety of colorful salads, spiced
Moroccan fish, and sweet dishes filled
with dried fruit and honey. Sure, it’s
hard to imagine a Passover dinner
without those dishes, but one of the
staples of our Seder meal is a Sephardic dish, a type of a casserole, we refer
to as pastelito, sometimes pastela or
a meat casserole. It is served by Moroccans for Passover Seder and special
occasions, but is tasty anytime yearround. It is usually made with potato,
meat and eggs.
I am sharing the recipe as my
grandmother made it for our family
and as she has taught it in community
cooking classes. This version is made
with ground beef, although ground turkey works as well. The spices in the
filling make it particularly flavorful,
while the hardboiled eggs add great
texture – crispy on the outside and
yummy inside.
Whether you are a Sephardic or
Ashkenazi Jew, why not stimulate your
palate and delight your guests with the
following holiday dish that Sephardic Jews all around the world will be
enjoying this Passover. Chag Pesach
Same’ach!
Ingredients:
• 1 lb ground beef
• 3 tbsp (nondairy) butter
• ½ tsp cumin
• 1 tsp turmeric (for meat)
• 1/8 tsp nutmeg(for meat)
• ½ tsp salt (for meat)
• ¼ tsp pepper (for meat)
• 3 lb potatoes, boiled in salted
water and drained
• 1 tsp turmeric (for potatoes)
• 1 tbsp salt (for potatoes)
• ½ tsp pepper (for potatoes)
• 2 tbsp chicken consommé (for
potatoes)
• ½ tsp nutmeg (for potatoes)
• 4 eggs, boiled, peeled and sliced
• 1 egg, beaten (for potatoes)
• 1 egg, beaten (for
egg wash)
• 2 tbsp chicken
consume
• 1 tbsp melted
(nondairy) butter
X In a deep pan on medium heat, add 3 tablespoons (nondairy)
butter. Add ground
beef and start to
brown, using a fork to
break up ground beef.

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed
can be reached at
daliahemed@msn.com.

X Add cumin, turmeric, nutmeg, salt
and pepper and set aside.
X Preheat oven to 400F.
X In a big bowl, grate the boiled potato (on the large side of a grater),
add, salt, black pepper, nutmeg,
chicken consommé, turmeric and
egg, and mash the potatoes to a
mashed potato mixture. Separate
into two portions.
X Grease the inside of a large casserole dish (8” x 13”) using 1 tablespoon of nondairy butter and
gently spread half of the mashed
potato mixture evenly across the
bottom.
X Spoon and spread the meat mixture
evenly over the first layer, trying
not to compress the layer of potato
underneath.
X Place the egg slices over the meat
mixture.

X Lightly spread the remaining potato mixture over the egg layer.
X Brush the egg wash over the top
layer of potatoes.
X Make a pattern (or just lines) using
the bottom of the fork.
X Bake for 45-60 minutes until top
starts to turn golden brown.
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Sarah Live!
By Arlene Stolnitz

I

f you follow my column each
month, you know I am always
looking for a connection, and this
month is no exception. Several years
ago, knowing my interest in Judaic music, my nephew by marriage in Rochester, New York,
Sidney Aroesty,
z”l, asked me if
I knew a singer named Sarah
Aroeste. The similarity of the last
names intrigued
him. As a matter
of fact, much earArlene Stolnitz
lier, I had heard
of her through a radio program devoted to Jewish music, “The Sunday

Simcha,” on WMNF 88.5 FM from
Tampa, Florida. Every Sunday, the

hosts would play selections of Jewish
music on the program, and listening to
it gave me a great way to learn about
the music and singers they featured.
On one Sunday, I heard the beautiful
voice of Sarah Aroeste as she sang the
music she is known for, Ladino melodies.
What happened next, I thought
I would never divulge. The host that
day told of an “up and coming” Ladino singer, Sarah Aroeste. He pronounced the name differently than my
nephew, emphasizing the “o” as in
“Ar-oh-es-te.” Immediately, I called
the station and spoke to the host to let
him know he was wrong! I told him
very authoritatively that I KNEW the
correct pronunciation was “Ah-reste.” The conversation got pretty heated and even got to the point that he
spoke about it on air referring to me,
unnamed! Thinking about it now, I
realize I had a lot of chutzpah since I
had not even checked it out.
Recently, the name Sarah Aroeste
came up again when a friend of mine
in Jupiter, Florida, invited Sarah to a
Zoom session for her Sisterhood. My
friend thought I would be interested
in attending. I did, and that is when I
became aware of Sarah’s fascinating
story.
First, here’s a little refresher on
the history of the language known as
Ladino. Based on the ancestry of over
1,000 years, the Jewish people are
divided into two main groups. Ashkenazim who came from Eastern Europe
and spoke Yiddish (a mix of German
and Hebrew), and Sephardim who
came from the Iberian Peninsula and
Arabic lands and spoke Ladino (a
blend of Spanish and Hebrew). Each

group has its own set of customs, songs
and traditions based on influences from
the regions they came from.
Sarah Aroeste, singer and cultural
activist, has long been committed to the
preservation of the Ladino language,
making it accessible to audiences and
creating projects with young people
to increase their familiarity with Ladino. She has produced many albums
for children as well as adults which are
easily found on YouTube, Facebook
and her website, saraharoeste.com.
I am personally intrigued by her
recent venture known as The Monastir
Project. Sarah’s inspiration comes from
her family’s roots in Greece and Macedonia, formerly known as Monastir.
Her grandfather was born in Monastir,
which once had a thriving Jewish population. Since the end of WWII, no Jews
remain. However, there is a wealth of
Macedonian Jewish music.
Writing original works and singing in Ladino, Sarah has done extensive work in researching the music of
Monastir. She has worked tirelessly
to keep Ladino music alive for a new
generation. For a more complete description of her work in preserving the
music of Monastir, I suggest reading
her article in the February 18, 2018,
issue of Tablet magazine.
Recently, I have had the pleasure
of corresponding with Sarah. Here are
her thoughts on Ladino:
“I always like to convey that my
work is grounded in the fact that Ladino is not a dead, ancient language. It is
still part of a living, vibrant community
and culture. I’m proud of the work I’ve
done in the last 20 years to bring Ladino to new audiences, both young and
older! From composing original music
in the language to working with young
families, I hope people learn that Ladino is still very much alive today.”
For further information about Sarah, go to saraharoeste.com, facebook.
com/saraharoeste, youtube .com/saraharoeste and twitter.com/saraharoeste.
* Correction from my January
2021 article: Cheryl Lester is Associate Professor Emerita at the University
of Kansas.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sarasota Jewish Chorale, is a member of
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A
retired educator from Rochester, New
York, she has sung in choral groups
for over 25 years and also sings in
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in
the preservation of Jewish music of all
kinds has led to this series of articles
on Jewish Folk Music in the Diaspora.

Like us on Facebook!

ConneCt
with your Jewish Community

www.facebook.com/
JewishFederationLCC
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Bat Yam
Temple of the Islands
announces the return of
our annual CONCERT!
This year's virtual musical
extravaganza is

A CANTOR,
A PASTOR AND A
BLUEGRASS BAND
featuring
NEFESH MOUNTAIN!

Doni Zasloff and Eric Lindberg of
NEFESH MOUNTAIN

* Attendance is Free to the public *
* Virtual seats are limited *

* Concert sponsors receive
additional musical benefits *

Register now for your
free ticket (link) at
www.batyam.org
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Wine trends – what to expect

A

By The Wine Whisperer

L

ike most pursuits and professions, the wine world is ever-changing. Wines go in and
out of style and new winegrowing regions catch the attention (and the dollars) of wine buyers. A few years back,
most California Chardonnays were
subjected
to
heavy oak treatment. Then the
fashion
tilted
back the other
way and people
developed a taste
for purer, more
fruit-forward fla Jerry
vor profiles.
Greenfield
So it might
be a good idea to look ahead a bit, especially considering the current global
situation, and try to divine what might
be in store for wine lovers in the coming months.
First, industry professionals have
noted a trend toward wines from Oregon and Washington State. Of course,
Oregon is best known for Pinot Noir
and Chardonnay, and maybe consumers have become a bit tired of the

“typical” California style of these
varietals. Example: A few years ago,
I was at the New York Wine Experience, and Wine Spectator Senior Editor Bruce Sanderson and I sampled
down a whole row of California Pinot
Noirs. There must have been 10 or 12
tables, and the wines all tasted remarkably similar, with upfront aromas and
flavors of strawberry…one after the
other.
In Oregon, they tend to make their
wines in a more Old World style, perhaps because several winery owners
from Burgundy have bought vineyards
there. There is a bit more complexity, more layers of flavor, more earth,
spice, cedar, smoke and leather.
There has been a swing toward
wines from Washington State as well.
The winegrowing region is in the dry
land east of the Cascade Mountains,
and quite a hike from the cities on the
west coast. But since it’s colder and
drier there, the big reds, like Cabernet Sauvignon and Syrah, are more
reserved and austere than those same
varietals grown in California. A distance of around 1,000 miles makes

Cooking in the
Time of Covid

Recipes from the best Jewish
Cooks in SWFL

for a completely different climate
down south, where the grapes ripen
more fully, resulting in wines that are
more dense, more plush and a lot more
fruity.
Maybe the trend is going toward
a more reserved, classic flavor profile.
Plus, the prices of Washington State
wines tend to be a bit more consumer
friendly. That’s a biggie.
Another trend that will certainly
have long-term effects on the wine we
drink is climate change. Many experts
maintain that vineyards will be affected not so much by increasing warmth,
but by volatility in the weather patterns. While it’s true that French grape
growers are thinking about moving
their vineyards farther north because
of increasing temperatures, events
like heat spikes or unexpected frost,
drought, hail and flooding are really keeping vineyard managers up at
night.
And then there are wine prices.
The industry predicts that the volume
of production will slightly decrease
(because of weather patterns?) and
prices could rise just a bit. Might be a
good idea to stock up now and fill all
those empty slots in your collection.
Hope you enjoy these new recommendations.
Lions Head Panthera Chardonnay Russian River 2017 ($35) – The
extended aging in new French oak
gives this sumptuous Chardonnay deep
notes of candied lemon, smoke and
crème brulée. A distinctive style. WW 89

C

Lions Head Lion Tamer Cabernet Sauvignon Napa 2017 ($60) –B
Mostly Cabernet, with touches of Petite
Sirah and Malbec, this mouth-filling
red hits all the right notes. There are
black fruits, cherries, coffee, oak and
chocolate all over the place, and it’s all
nicely integrated on the palate. A winner. WW 97
Gva’ot Dances in White Blend
Israel 2016 ($27) – A blend of 75%
Chardonnay and 25% Gewürztraminer, this wine clearly demonstrates that
the Israeli wine industry is making its
mark on the international scene. The
palate is a mélange of spice and tropical fruit that will go nicely with Thai or
other Asian cuisines. WW 88
Ask the Wine Whisperer
Why is French oak so widely preferred
for making wine barrels? – David L.,
Port St. Lucie
Winemakers use French oak because the grain of the wood is very
tight, and the barrels impart more subtle flavors and characteristics to the
wine. The average age of a French
oak tree used for wine barrels is 170
years.
Jerry Greenfield is the Wine Whisperer, a wine author, educator and consultant. He is Creative Director of
Greenfield Media & Marketing, and
an adjunct professor in the wine program at Florida Gulf Coast University.
His book, Ask the Wine Whisperer, is
available on his website. Read his blog
at www.winewhisperer.com.

“

to benefit
Temple Beth Shalom

$18

For information, contact Robin
robin0317@me.com

Hacienda
A dazzling, sublimely funny
debut that follows three
unforgettable women who fight
back after life kicks them in the
teeth.

The daughter of a local
Federation friend, Anna Cox
will be joining us via Zoom to
discuss her new book.
Available on Amazon and at
all bookstores.
Please register online to
receive the Zoom link.
Register at www.JewishFederationlcc.org/Virtual-Events
Generously sponsored
by:
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Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old

Caregiving during Covid: What not to say

–By Rabbi Barbara Aiello
e
y brother and I made plans
g
to have Mom move to ase
sisted living. But that was
d
before Covid hit the nursing homes,
l
so we kept Mom at home. My brother helps some,
but I am Mom’s
main caregiver.
%
It’s been almost
a year and I’m
t
burned out, exs
hausted and on
e
edge. My family
and friends mean
r
well, but some of
Rabbi Barbara Aiello
the things they
say – well, it’s clear they just don’t get
d
it!” – Shira K.
,
Shira K. is not alone. Her words
could have been said by hundreds,
maybe thousands of family members
who, during the long months of the
pandemic, provide the majority of daie
ly care to an elderly family member.
h
In fact, according to Vitas Health
0
Care and other agencies and organizations, regardless of the Covid crisis,
“Family members and close friends
continue to provide daily care (to frail
f
elderly men and women).” That means
d
that caregivers can be the front-line
recipients of well-meant but often mis.
guided commentary that hurts more
s
than it helps.
g
Just ask Ann Brenoff, whose writing on the subject was nearly prophet-

M

“

ic. Indeed, well before the pandemic
took hold, Brenoff alerted readers to
what has become an important issue for
those who serve as caregivers. Writing
for the Huffington Post six years ago
(“A Dozen Things You Should Never
Say to a Caregiver,” October 29, 2015),
she highlighted 12 specific comments
often made to caregivers like Shira,
that, for the most part, “won’t go over
well.” These are the highlights of what
caregivers wish others wouldn’t say:
“I could never do what you do!”
Brenoff notes that no one knows when
they themselves will be thrust into the
role of caregiver, having to spring into
action when a loved one needs help.
Brenoff found that caregivers felt that
“whether you think you will be up to
the task when your time comes is pretty irrelevant to someone already doing
it.” A better alternative – a kind compliment.
“You’re so brave!” Caregivers
who responded to Brenoff’s survey said
that courage has nothing to do with the
care they give. Others said that assigning superhero status to caregiving is a
way to create distance between family
members and friends who might step
back from helping because they’ve deified the caregiver to the point that they
feel they could never measure up.
“If you ever need a break, just
call me. Let me know what I can do
to help.” Caregivers surveyed point-

ed out that a vague comment is not as
helpful as a specific offer. Like Shira,
caregivers are often exhausted and
burned out and would appreciate concrete help such as “I am bringing dinner to your home. What night is best
for you? Would you prefer chicken,
beef or pasta?”
“You really must make time for
yourself.” Most caregivers understand that balance in life is important.
“We’re not martyrs,” Shira says. She
agrees with most caregivers who ask
for specificity. If a friend or family
member notices that the caregiver has
no personal down time, offer to provide her/him with time and space. One
caregiver says, “Buy a bag of groceries, shovel the snow, wash the car, walk
the dog, sit with the patient [so that] the
caregiver has a free hour or two, bring
coffee and a newspaper, do the dishes,
vacuum the house, clean the bathroom
– the list is endless.”
“God never gives us more than
we can handle.” The Jewish mystics,
among others, taught that God is not
the giver of trouble, so for this reason it
is moot to affirm that God will not give

you more trouble than you can handle.
Instead, as Jews we are taught that we
work in partnership with the God of
our understanding. In this partnership,
based upon gratitude and faith, we are
taught that we are not alone in our difficulties and that a working relationship
with God will provide us with strength.
Ann Brenoff reports that according
to a 2015 survey from AARP and the
National Alliance for Caregiving, approximately one in three Americans is
providing care to someone who is ill,
disabled or elderly. In that same study,
78% of the caregivers said they needed help. Thanks to the Covid epidemic
and its effects on an aging population,
the challenges facing family caregivers is particularly acute. For caregivers
like Shira, what we say and how we
say it can make more of a difference
than we might think.
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva
– A Campus for Senior Life as resident rabbi for 10 years. She now lives
and works in Italy where she is rabbi
of Italy’s first Reconstructionist synagogue. Contact her at Rabbi@Rabbi
Barbara.com.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular
columns are now published in her new
book, Aging Jewishly, available on
Amazon. It makes a great gift!

LIMITED-TIME
AVAILABILITY

The Hacienda
STARTING AT $530,525

Featuring 5% OFF

ONE-BEDROOM + DEN – 1,127 SQ. FT.

THE ENTRANCE FEE
WHEN YOU
DEPOSIT BY
MARCH 31

DW

TERRACE
10'-8" x 7'-0"

DINING
ROOM
8'-4" x 10'-6"

KITCHEN
9'-0" x 11'-10"

Premium views, perfect for couples

REF

SUNROOM
9'-0" x 4'-6"

A SantaFe Senior Living Community

Beautiful entry foyer

P

One bedroom, one and a half bathrooms
MASTER
BEDROOM
11'-4" x 15'-2"

LIVING ROOM
13'-0" x 15'-6"

DEN
10'-0" x 12'-0"

Terrace, sunroom & den
MECH

W/D

L
WALK-IN
CLOSET
7'-4" x 7'-0"

BATH
6'-0" x 6'-4"

MASTER BATH
11'-2" x 6'-8"
CLOSET
ENTRY

Large enclosed garage with valet service & storage locker
Open kitchen with separate dining room
Tray ceilings & crown molding

Get Moving
and Saving Today!
Call 239-303-4038.
26455 S. Tamiami Trail | Bonita Springs, FL 34134
TheTerracesAtBonitaSprings.com

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Support
Skilled Nursing | Rehabilitation

Floor plans
are subject to change.
Actualthe
dimensions
may vary.
Our COVID-19
Response:
Since
onset
of this pandemic, we have proactively implemented stringent safety protocols and precautions for
the protection of residents and staff. These measures make our retirement living community a safe choice for all that live and work here. Our
community has been among the first to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, and we remain steadfast in our commitment to safety.

Assisted Living Facility License #12385 | COA: #08075
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8 smart technologies to help us get traveling again
From remote check-in to finding medical care in your language,
these solutions will ease us safely back into tourism in Covid-19 times.
By Brian Blum, israel21c.org, February 4, 2021

I

srael has long been a hotbed of
travel technology. But of the 300plus Israeli startups ISRAEL21c
estimates are in the travel space, most
are dedicated to helping tourists figure
out where to go, what to eat, when and
where to stay and how best to get there.
Covid-19 has upended that side
of the travel business for now. But Israeli companies are once again at the
forefront – in this case, creating technologies that can help keep travelers
healthy in our new pandemic reality.
When it’s finally safe – or at least
safer – to travel, Israeli travel tech
companies will play an important role.
We’ve chosen eight to feature.
Binah.ai
Would you trade spontaneity for the
ability to dine out, go to a concert or fly

skin to read vital signs associated with
a higher likelihood of Covid-19 infection.
The software can be embedded into
the website of a restaurant, airline or
concert venue so you could do a scan at
home in advance of arrival using your
computer’s camera. If all looks normal, you’d get a pass to present. Binah
measures heart rate, oxygen saturation,
respiration rate, mental stress level and
heart-rate variability with accuracy between 80% to 99%. The company is
working toward FDA approval now.
As You Stay
Have you ever arrived early at your
hotel only to discover your room was
still being cleaned? That was a mild
annoyance before Covid-19; now it’s
risky business, as it may mean spending more time in a public area
waiting for the key to be ready.
As You Stay allows travelers to choose their check-in and
check-out times precisely – and
to save money by paying prorated rates if they’re arriving late
(or to spend less if they need a
late check-out but not a full extra
night). By not forcing everyone
Binah.ai monitors vital signs using just your smartphone
to depart and arrive at the same
overseas again? Binah.ai thinks that’s
time, housecleaning can be staggered,
a fair bargain during a pandemic. The
hotels can operate more efficiently, and
company’s software scans a person’s
guests can minimize standing in line at

the common 3:00 p.m. check-in time.
SeeTrue
The biggest risk of flying in the midst
of the pandemic is not on the plane

SeeTrue helps security-check lines move faster

but maintaining social distance in the
usually crowded and snaking security-check line prior to boarding. Artificial intelligence-based software from
Israeli startup SeeTrue can help speed
up the process by 30% or more.
SeeTrue’s tech plugs into existing
scanners to automatically alert screening staff to any suspicious objects in
a passenger’s carry-on luggage. That
means agents open 50% fewer bags
than they normally do, and as a result, faster movement at the conveyer
belt.
Another benefit: less physical contact between agents and bags. That’s
important for travelers but also the
agents: 2,885 TSA workers in the U.S.
have tested positive for Covid-19 to
date and nine have died.

Wishbox
What SeeTrue does for airport security
lines, Israeli startup Wishbox wants to
do for hotel check-ins. The company’s
software integrates with existing hotel management systems and booking
engines such as Booking.com to send
out smart messages to guests by email,
SMS and WhatsApp.
The system allows the hotel to collect information from arriving guests
(passport scans, security deposits, late
check-out requests, e-signatures of
documents) without contact. Travelers
therefore spend less time in line at the
front desk. Wishbox users can also purchase hotel services, such as meals and
room upgrades, remotely.
Wishbox can even replace the
in-person concierge desk by recommending trips, tours and local attractions. The system can also send out a
health questionnaire for guests to complete prior to arrival.
WishTrip
WishTrip helps attractions such as
zoos and parks reopen safely by adding
staff-to-guest communication tools.
Download the WishTrip app for the
attraction you’re visiting, and the staff
can chat with you online, minimizing
face-to-face contact and lines.
A mapping system shows opercontinued on next page

The Cure For The Stay-At-Home Blues
The country's leading mentalist
SIDNEY FRIEDMAN, as seen on
numerous TV shows including
the TODAY SHOW & 20/20, w ill
perform an exciting VIRTUAL
EVENT. Join us and interact in an
evening of amazement and fun for
your entire family.

Tuesday, April 6, 7:00 P.M.
~NO CHARGE~
What Sidney Friedman does can only be described
as a demonstration of extraordinary mind power
feats, telepathy and his unique music mindreading
ability. Sidney will literally read your mind from
1000 miles away from his 4-camera ZOOM studio
in Chicago!!!

To Register: www.JewishFederationlcc.org/virtual-events

Sponsored by:
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8 smart technologies...continued from page 18
that’s where Fetcherr is starting due
menus in order to avoid problems othators how many people are at a particular site and the guests’ locations.
to Covid-19. Companies “don’t have
er systems have understanding when
Staff can then push out alerts notifying
a clue what’s going on,” CEO Roy
people speak naturally, in a non-strucguests of overcrowding and directing
Cohen told ISRAEL21c. “We provide
tured way. Touchless.ai is a pivot for
them to quieter areas.
certainty in uncertain times.”
Israeli startup Hi Auto, which builds
Updates on safety guidelines and
Touchless.ai
speech-recognition technology for cars.
customized Covid-19 welcome mesIf you’re hesitant about interacting
Air Doctor
sages can be delivered as well. There’s
with a touchscreen in a public space
You’re in a foreign country and you
a site map for visitors and WishTrip
in the age of Covid-19 – say, receiving
fear you might have Covid-19. Who
can overlay the locations of dedicated
are you going to call? How
handwashing stations, alerting visitors
do you find a trusted doctor
when they’re near one – an important
locally? Does the doctor the
hygiene reminder.
hotel recommends speak
Fetcherr
your language?
Even as a return to commercial tourism
Air Doctor’s app conseems far in the future, eager jetsetters
nects travelers to physicians
are speculating, “What will it cost?”
according to language, locaWill airfares jump to make up for lost
tion, medical specialty and
time and lower capacity? Or will they
reviews. In December 2019,
plunge to incentivize reluctant tourthe company added a teleChoosing dishes at a food kiosk no longer has to involve
touching
the
screen
ists? The same question applies to homedicine service enabling
tels and attractions.
travelers to virtually meet with physiyour boarding pass from an airport kiFetcherr uses artificial intelligence
cians who speak their native tongue.
osk – Israeli startup Touchless.ai says:
to predict prices up to a year in the fuTalk, don’t touch.
ture with 90% accuracy, even in the
Its Chrome browser extension alevent of a “black swan” event like a
lows developers to add voice control
global pandemic.
to their touchscreens with no new codThe product is for companies,
ing. Simply say commands like “up,”
not consumers, and not just for travel
“down,” “save” and “checkout.”
(Fetcherr ran its initial tests on prodA Touchless-powered interface
uct data from Amazon), although
adds numbers to existing onscreen

A FIVE STAR INDEPENDENT, ASSISTED LIVING
AND SKILLED NURSING COMMUNITY
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ordinator
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Member
Five Star Team
7
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Since
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Since 20
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There is no substitute
for experience.
Located directly on the Caloosahatchee River in Fort Myers, where residents
enjoy spectacular views, Calusa Harbour is a full-service, resort-style senior living
community offering spacious and comfortable apartments for independent
living and assisted living, as well as skilled nursing care, rehabilitation services,
outpatient therapy, and respite/short stays for those with more specialized needs.
Our many exceptional senior living services and amenities include restaurant-style
dining, social and recreational activities, waterfront lanai and heated swimming
pool, fishing dock, game room, fitness center, full-service beauty salon, library,
transportation, 24-hour staff, laundry and housekeeping.
• Delicious all-day dining in brand-new facilities
• Large-size apartments ideal for hosting friends
• Only continuing care community in
Southwest Florida with no buy-in
• Enjoy activities galore in our soaring atriums
• $7 million renovation project now complete
• Experienced staff makes your care a priority

Call (239) 309-1969
to schedule a tour

2525 First Street Fort Myers, FL 33901

www.CalusaHarbour.com

Assisted
Living
Facility
#6066

J.D. Power 2019 Certified Senior Living Community Program recognition is based on successful completion of an audit, exceeding a customer experience
benchmark through a survey of recent claims servicing interactions, and a Financial strength rating. For more information, visit jdpower.com

Specializing in
outpatient hip and
knee replacement
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As the Coronavirus pandemic hit,
the company saw a 150% jump in use.
Insurance from Israeli insurer Phoenix
allows tourists to use Air Doctor abroad
with no out-of-pocket fees (Phoenix is
an investor in Air Doctor).
The company is also partnering
with mobile operators who can promote
Air Doctor to enhance users’ peace of
mind. The app is live in 42 countries
and includes a list of Covid-19 testing
sites in 28 countries.
Brian Blum has been a journalist and
high-tech entrepreneur for over 20
years. He combines this expertise for
ISRAEL21c as he writes about hot new
local startups, pharmaceutical advances, scientific discoveries, culture,
the arts and daily life in Israel. He
loves hiking the country with his family (and blogging about it). Originally
from California, he lives in Jerusalem
with his wife and three children.
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BRIEFS
ISRAEL LAUNCHES
SOCIAL MEDIA EFFORT
TO REACH ARAB YOUTH IN
WAKE OF PEACE ACCORDS

SHARING LIGHT FOR
REMEMBRANCE - April 7,2021
By participating in this program, you build the
next link in the chain of memory.
On the night of Yom HaShoah we will
light a yellow candle to shine a light of
memory, a light of education, and a light
that we will never forget. You will help
to keep the memory of the Shoah alive and to

Israel is deploying a social media unit
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
introduce Arabs to Israeli perspectives
on key security issues, such as the
threat posed by the Iranian regime and
its proxy groups in the region. Yonatan
Gonen, 34, head of the unit’s Arabic
team, said, “Without social media we
would not have been able to reach such
a large audience in the Arab world because...most Arab media is very hostile
to us.”
The unit’s Israel Arabic page on
Facebook has 2.8 million fans. One
recent post, which received more than
6,000 “likes,” shows a beaming group
of Arabs, one wearing a veil, sitting in
a restaurant in Dubai with Israeli tourists. Another Facebook post juxtaposes glamorous photographs from Saudi
Arabia and the UAE with the ruins of
countries where Iran’s proxies wield
influence, such as Syria and Iraq. “We
want to show the Arab world that we
have a shared challenge, not just with
the Iranian regime but also on regional
development,” said Gonen.
The unit also runs Persian social
media channels which reach one million users in Iran. In addition, up to
a third of the unit’s 400,000 Twitter
followers are in Saudi Arabia. (James
Rothwell, Sunday Telegraph - UK)

remember what happens when good people do not
stand up.

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO PICK-UP
YOUR FREE CANDLE AT THE
FOLLOWING LOCATIONS & TIMES:
•

•

•

Temple Beth El - 3/21, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
16225 Winkler Rd., Fort Myers
Jewish Federation - 3/23, 12 p.m.-4 p.m.
9701 Commerce Center Ct., Fort Myers
Copperfish Books - 3/24, 2 p.m. -4 p.m.
212 West Virginia Ave., Punta Gorda
Presented by:
Temple Beth El & The Men’s Club
Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte
Community Clergy



NEW SAUDI POLL SHOWS
SHARP RISE IN SUPPORT
FOR ISRAEL TIES

A new public opinion poll commissioned by the Washington Institute
shows that the Saudi public is increasingly open to contacts with Israel.
41% call the agreements between
Israel and the UAE and Bahrain a “positive development, while 54% label the
agreements as negative.
37% agree that “people who want
to have business or sports contacts with
Israelis should be allowed to do so,”
compared to 9% who agreed in June
2020. 61% disagree, compared to 86%
in June. (David Pollock, Washington
Institute for Near East Policy)

WOMEN SERVING IN
THE ISRAELI NAVY

Sgt. Jessica Klempert, 22, the first female machinist to serve on an Israeli
Navy missile ship, is responsible for
monitoring the ship’s machines and operating its generators and motors. She
was one of the four sailors entrusted
to bring Israel’s new Sa’ar 6-class corvette warship, the INS Magen, to the
country from Germany. “The adrenaline on a missile ship is crazy,” says
Klempert. “You always feel like you’re
part of something secret. You’re doing
something that no one knows you did,
which is kind of a shame, but still – it’s
a good feeling.”
continued on next page
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BRIEFS
continued from previous page

Capt. Shira Klieger, 23, an electronics and defense officer, has served
-on all the Israeli Navy’s Sa’ar 5 ships.
eNow her job is to make the Magen
-operational. “My goal is to determine
when there is a threat to the ship, and
ndeploy the proper response so that
-threat doesn’t hit the ship or any asset
ewe are defending, like a natural gas
drilling rig,” she explains.
Twenty out of the 80 personnel
t
who
will be serving on the ship are
h
expected
to be women. (Bat-Chen
”
eEpstein Elias, Israel Hayom)

%
THE
n

IDF BEDOUIN UNIT:
PROTECTING ISRAEL’S
BORDER, ADVANCING
THE COMMUNITY

The IDF Bedouin Reconnaissance Bat-talion protects the Israel-Gaza border
iand is a ticket for Israeli Arabs to enter Israeli society. Forty percent of the
-battalion are non-Bedouin Muslim Areabs, Christians and Circassians. While
dthese soldiers can serve in other units,
-many Israeli Arabs do not speak Heebrew well enough to do so.
Lt.-Col. David Ron, the commander
of the battalion, said, “My
s
ebattalion is more of a ‘comfort zone’
gfor them: They speak Arabic here and
,hang around with people who are more
slike them. But on the other hand, we
are also a home for those who tried to
join other units in the IDF, but it didn’t
work out. So instead of leaving completely, they can come here.” Yet Ron
stressed that whenever it comes to operational actions, speaking in Hebrew
is mandatory.
In addition, there is an entire educational and economic apparatus operating within the battalion. They study
Hebrew at different levels as well as life
skills, such as learning to go through a
job interview or open a bank account.
(Udi Shaham, Jerusalem Post)

UK EXHIBIT HIGHLIGHTS
JEWISH RESISTANCE TO
THE NAZIS

“Jewish Resistance to the Holocaust,”
an exhibition at London’s Wiener Holocaust Library, draws on a unique collection of photographs, manuscripts
and over 1,000 eyewitness accounts.
“There was Jewish resistance to the
Holocaust across Europe,” said Dr.
Barbara Warnock, the library’s senior
curator. Warsaw and Bialystok were
two of the seven major and 45 smaller
ghettos in occupied Poland and the Soviet Union where Jewish underground
groups operated. In dozens of ghettos, including Krakow, Vilna, Kovno,
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Bedzin and Czestochowa, Jews took
up arms against their persecutors.
In the Minsk ghetto, up to 10,000
Jews successfully escaped, many of
whom joined the Soviet partisans. Jews
led six prisoner rebellions in concentration and death camps, with at least
18 occurring in slave labor camps. In
the uprising at Sobibor on October 14,
1943, coordinated by Polish Jewish resisters and Soviet Jewish prisoners of
war, 300 prisoners escaped, of whom
47 survived the war. There were 144
prisoners who escaped from Auschwitz.
Up to 30,000 Jews served as armed
partisan fighters in Russia, Ukraine
and the Baltic states. The Avengers,
a Jewish partisan group operating in
the Lithuanian forests, is credited with
killing over 200 enemy soldiers, rescuing at least 70 Jews and destroying
180 miles of train tracks. Jews were
also over-represented in the resistance
movements of Germany, Austria and
Western Europe. In Belgium, the Comite de defense des Juifs saved some
2,400 Jewish children. (Robert Philpot,
Times of Israel)

FIRST ISRAELI NOVEL
TRANSLATED INTO
MOROCCAN ARABIC

For the first time, an Israeli novel has
been translated into Arabic in Morocco and will be sold in Moroccan bookstores.
The groundbreaking novel, A Girl
in a Blue Shirt, was written by Prof.
Gabriel Bensimhon of the Steve Tisch
School of Film and Television at Tel
Aviv University.
The novel, published by Yediot
Books in 2013, tells the love story of
an immigrant boy from Morocco and
an Israeli-born girl who is in love with
a Holocaust survivor. It takes place
against the background of the early
years of the State of Israel and the influx of immigrants from Morocco.
The book was chosen for translation by Prof. Mohamed Elmedlaoui of
the Mohammed V University of Rabat and was translated by his student,
Dr. Ayashi Eladraoui.
“I grew up in the town of Sefrou in
Morocco until I immigrated to Israel at
the age of 10,” recounted Bensimhon.
“As an academic, I have studied
Moroccan culture extensively. There
was always a warm corner in my heart
for the rich and multifaceted aspects
that characterize the Moroccan culture.
As a Moroccan Jew, I feel that I have
come to realize a dream: the fact that
my works are read in my hometown is
a source of great personal pride.”
The news follows the re-establishment of diplomatic relations between
Morocco and Israel in December. (Tess
Levy, israel21c.org)

For daily news stories related to
Israel & the Jewish world, visit
the Federation’s website at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

AL License #13261
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AL License #13261
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“If Only Israel Syndrome”

By David Harris, CEO of American Jewish Committee (AJC), February 9, 2021

I

“

f Only Israel (IOI) syndrome,” a
term I began using several years
ago, is the misguided notion,
peddled in the name of Israel’s “best
interests” by some in the diplomatic,
academic and media worlds, that if
only Israel did this or that, peace with
the Palestinians would be at hand.
Poor Israel. If only it had the visual acuity of these “enlightened” souls,
everything would be hunky-dory. After
all, according to them, Israel holds all
the cards, yet refuses to play them.
The thinking goes: Why can’t
those shortsighted Israelis figure out
what needs to be done – it’s so obvious to us in Brussels, Paris, Dublin and
Stockholm, in our ivory towers from
Cambridge to Berkeley, and as commentators on BBC and CNN – so the
conflict can at long last be brought to a
screeching halt?

Thus, if only Israel stopped any
settlement building. If only Israel understood that Gaza’s tunnel-diggers
and rocket-builders don’t really mean
it when calling for the Jewish state’s
extinction. If only Israel restrained itself rather than responding to terrorist
attacks against Israeli targets.
If only Israel stopped assuming
the worst about Iran, Hezbollah and
Hamas. If only Israel went the extra
mile with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. If only Israel
got beyond its Holocaust trauma. If
only Israel...
The point is, for the IOI crowd, it
always seems to boil down to Israel.
And the syndrome has only been
strengthened by its adherents’ assessment of the current Israeli government,
of course.
Many media outlets, from the

Associated Press to CBS News to Der
Spiegel, branded Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as “hardline,” or some
variation thereof, from the get-go.
Their word choice simply reinforces
the notion that the conflict is all about
alleged Israeli intransigence, while
avoiding any descriptive judgment of
a seemingly unassailable Abbas, other,
perhaps, than “aging.” It’s important to
underscore a few basic points too often
lost in the din.
First, the current Israeli government follows on the heels of previous
governments that sought to achieve
peace based on a two-state settlement
with the Palestinians – and failed. Each
of those governments went far in attempting to strike a deal, but, ultimately, to no avail.
Prime Minister Ehud Barak, joined
by President Bill Clinton, tried mightily to reach a pathbreaking agreement
with PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. As
confirmed by Clinton in his autobiography My Life, the answer was, in effect, a thunderous rejection, including
denying any historical Jewish connection with Jerusalem, accompanied by
the launching against Israel of a deadly
wave of terror attacks, which came to
be known as the second intifada.
And, not to be forgotten, a unilateral Israeli withdrawal from southern
Lebanon also took place during the
Barak era. It was met by the entrenchment of Hezbollah, committed to Israel’s destruction, in the vacated space.
Then, Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, who had also earned the media’s
label of “hardline,” defied his own Likud Party – indeed, he left it to create a
new political bloc – and uprooted thousands of settlers to leave Gaza entirely.

It was the first chance ever for Gaza’s
Arab residents to govern themselves.
Neither the occupying Egyptians or
Ottoman Turks had ever done this for
Gaza.
Had Gazans seized the opportunity
in a constructive manner, they might
have created unstoppable momentum
for a second phase of significant Israeli withdrawal from the West Bank.
Instead, Gaza quickly turned into a terrorist redoubt, realizing Israelis’ (and
Egyptians’) worst fears.
Then, Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, urged on by Washington, pressed
hard for a deal with the Palestinians on
the West Bank. According to the late
Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat, the
Israeli offer “talked about Jerusalem
and almost 100% of the West Bank.”
Not only was it not accepted, but no
counter-proposal from the Palestinian
side was ever forthcoming.
Prime Minister Netanyahu inherited a situation in which: (a) Hamas
holds the reins of power in Gaza since
2007, spends precious funds on digging tunnels and amassing missiles to
attack Israel, and teaches children to
aspire to “martyrdom;” (b) Hezbollah
continues to gain strength in Lebanon,
thanks to Iranian largesse, and has an
estimated 100,000+ missiles and rockets in its arsenal, which its leaders
claim can reach any point in Israel;
(c) the Palestinian Authority has been
AWOL for years from the negotiating
table; and (d) Iran continues to call for
Israel’s destruction, while enhancing
its own military capability, entrenching
itself in Syria and supporting Hamas.
So, before Israel gets further lectures
on what needs to be done, perhaps we
continued on next page

SNOWBIRDS,
newspapers don’t fly…
however, your address will!

Going North?
Don’t forget to contact us with
your change of address to
continue receiving L’CHAYIM.
Send address changes to:
loriramos@jfedlcc.org
or call: 239.481.4449 ext-5
Safe Travels
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David Harris...continued from previous page
should take stock of what’s transpired
that settlements (and checkpoints) can
– and why.
be removed if needed.
There
have
been
several
bold
IsBut until the Palestinian side recs
raeli
efforts
since
2000
to
create
a
ognizes
Israel’s legitimacy, and stops
.
breakthrough
–
and
repeated
failures.
viewing
the Jewish state as an “interr
And that doesn’t include Netanyahu’s
loper” that can be defeated militarily or
unprecedented 10-month settlement
swamped by “refugees” – who are in
freeze, at the urging of the Obama admost cases third- and fourth-generation
descendants of the original refugees
tministration, and the Palestinian Authority’s
refusal
to
seize
this
opportufrom a war started in 1948 by the Arab
m
nity
to
break
the
stalemate.
world – then whatever the IOI folks
The vast majority of Israelis yearn
call for will be a secondary issue in the
.
for
peace
and
understand
the
price
the
real world.
country
will
have
to
pay
in
territory
Until this recognition is reflected in
d
and, presumably, displaced population.
Palestinian textbooks, where children
have been taught for generations that
-Poll after poll proves their readiness,
but
only
if
they
are
assured
that
lasting
Israelis are modern-day “Crusaders” to
d
peace,
not
new
phases
in
the
conflict,
be driven out, the hope for a brighter
n
future, alas, is dim.
ewill be the outcome.
Tellingly,
few
see
that
possibility
Until the Palestinian Authorie
on
the
horizon
anytime
soon,
though
ty
succeeds
in building a serious and
m
accountable governing structure, in”when an opportunity came from the
United
Arab
Emirates,
linked
to
Israel
cluding enhanced capacity (and will)
o
dropping
any
plans
for
annexation
in
to combat extremism and incitement,
n
parts of the West Bank, Israel quickly
Israel will have no choice but to operchose the UAE deal.
ate in the West Bank to prevent attacks
Israelis
don’t
have
to
be
pushed,
against its civilian population.
s
prodded,
nudged,
cajoled
or
pressured
And until the forces seeking Israe
el’s annihilation – from Iran’s current
-to seek a comprehensive peace beyond
the current treaties with Egypt and Jorregime to Hamas to Hezbollah – can
dan, and now, notably, normalization
be contained, there will be a long shadow cast over the road to peace. Some
hagreements with the UAE, Bahrain,
Sudan
and
Morocco.
More
than
any
would argue this view gives the spoil,
other
nation,
they
have
lived
with
the
ers too much power over the process.
n
absence of true, lasting peace for nearRather, it simply acknowledges the
ly 73 years, and know full well the
inescapable realities faced by Israel, a
physical, psychological and economic
country 1.3% the size of Iran, 11% the
toll it has inflicted on the country.
size of neighboring Syria and, in AmerRather, they must be convinced
ican terms, the size of New Jersey.
g
the tangible rewards justify the risks
Israel doesn’t need still more lecfor
a
small
state
in
a
tough
area.
Those
tures
on the importance of peace. Rathg
rewards begin with acceptance of Iser, it needs genuine partners, starting
rael’s
rightful
place
in
the
region
as
a
in Ramallah. Without them, peace re.
Jewish-majority
state
living
in
secure
mains elusive. With them, it becomes
s
and
internationally
recognized
borinevitable.
e
ders. And this, more than settlements,
checkpoints or any of the other items
on the IOI bill of particulars, gets to the
essence of the conflict.
The 2005 Gaza disengagement, not
to mention the earlier withdrawal from
the vast Sinai Peninsula, demonstrated

The AJC West Coast
Florida office, located in
Sarasota, can be reached
at 941.365.4955.

We may be keeping our distance,
but we are in this together.

Stay Calm.
Stay Connected.

Is Your Business Worth
More Than You Think?
Find hidden value in your balance sheet.
The Living Balance Sheet® can help you protect and grow
your business making the most of untapped potential.
Using this revolutionary financial model, you can:
• See the big picture of your
finances, both business and personal
• Adjust your strategies for optimal
impact across the board

Brian Simon, ChFC, CLU
Financial Professional

• Maximize your opportunities and the
value of your business

Alliance Financial Group
14021 Metropolis Avenue Fort
Myers, FL 33912

It’s insight you won’t find anywhere else.

For your complimentary business valuation contact Brian Simon at
(239) 246-8928 or brian.simon@afgfl.com
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Israel Handyman Inc.
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Fort Myers REALTOR

Stay Active.
239-258 -1102

bob@gosouthnow.com

24

COMMENTARY

L' C H AY I M M A R C H 2 0 2 1
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

Bring Your Highest Expectations

Susan Glasser
Realtor Associate

239-281-3105

SusanLGlasser@gmail.com
John R. Wood Properties
15065 McGregor Blvd
Ft. Myers 33908

Fort Myers resident for over 28 years

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent
Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us.
Anonymous
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help
Naomi Bloom & Ron Wallace
Barbara & Earl Magdovitz
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein
The Cadkin Foundation

Taryn Sasser
Karin Fine
Sherri & Ira Zucker
Shalom Dancers
Mellow Mah Jongg

Connecting the dots

J

ust about one month ago, I underwent cardiac surgery. Thank G-d,
everything went well and I am on
the road to recovery. But between the
effects of medicine
and exhaustion, I experienced a moment
of clarity and remembered an essay
I hadn’t thought of in
years.
It is called “To
 Rabbi
Hold with Open
Michael J. Arms” and was writSchorin
ten by Rabbi Milton
Steinberg, who is most well-known
for writing the novel As a Driven Leaf.
Rabbi Steinberg was the leader of Park
Avenue Synagogue in New York, a
Ph.D. in philosophy, and one of the
primary expositors of the Reconstructionist Movement. Obviously, he was a
very busy man.
After one of his heart attacks, he
was recuperating in Texas. When he
was finally allowed to walk outside,
he experienced a moment of bliss. He
describes the ‘sky overhead was very
blue,’ a ‘faint wind blew off of the
plains,’ and he felt the ‘golden glow of
the sunlight.’ He realized how precious
each of our moments are and wanted to
shout this truth from the rooftops. He
states, “I want to urge myself and all
others to hold the world tight – to embrace life with all of our hearts and all
of our souls and all of our might.”
But Rabbi Steinberg knew this
wasn’t the whole Megillah either. Is
there any moment, any feeling, any
relationship we can hold onto with
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T

a closed fist? Obviously, we cannot.
Whether it is the relentless ticking of
the clock or our youth, we cannot stop
the process of time and change. He says,t
“This, then, is the great truth of human
existence. One must not hold human
life too precious. One must always be
prepared to let it go.” To hold tight and
to let it go might sound like a contradiction, but only if we are looking from a
physical viewpoint. Steinberg suggests
that when we look at life from a spiritual
viewpoint, the tug of war dissolves.
“G-d,” he says, “is the third element, the new force that resolves the
terrible contradiction, the intolerable
tension of life.” The presence of G-dt
intensifies the very opposing feelingsT
we have. The sunset is more beauti-r
ful, the smiles of our loved ones, thet
gratitude for a new day are all the morew
precious for having been created by the
Source of All Life.
i
And therefore, we can let go oft
them more easily, because we know
these moments don’t belong to usi
alone. We were gifted them for a mo-a
ment, but they were always a loan to bea
recalled. Steinberg says, “There is poi-a
gnancy and regret about giving themd
up, but no anxiety. When they slip fromk
my hands, they will pass to hands bet-n
ter, stronger and wiser than mine.”
s
In the meantime, I hope we will all“
hold tight, let go and enjoy every mo-a
ment we are gifted.
Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC,
BCC is a Chaplain in Lee Health’s
Department of Spiritual Services, and
ministers at the Gulf Coast Medical
Center.
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The roles of synagogues

T

here is a small town up north
that has two churches and one
synagogue. All three have had
the same problem with squirrels in
their buildings. Each
called a meeting of
their congregants to
decide what to do.
One church decided that it was
pre-destined and preordained, and they
 Rabbi
would just have to
Devora
live with and bear
Buchen
the burden.
The second church decided that
they should take a human approach.
They gently trapped the squirrels and
released them in a park at the edge of
town. Three days later all the squirrels
were back in the church.
The synagogue simply voted them
in as members. Some of them drop in
twice a year.
We are experiencing a pandemic of unprecedented proportions. We
are forced to become a virtual synagogue. New people, people from
around the country, and old friends
drop in, as do many of our young
kids who are eager to participate in a
new virtual warmth. And what do we
say and how do we greet our visitors?
“Welcome. Happy to see you. How
are you? Would you like to read next

week? Not sure? You can always make
a last-minute decision.”
Such a welcoming attitude does
not just happen. It is built up and built
upon a number of other prior choices
and convictions. Everyone is welcome,
welcome as family. The only requirement is that they want to be here.
Given such commitments, welcoming those of you who are with us
sometimes is an extension of who we
are, and above all, our vision of one
people under God.
What expectations? At least three.
First, the synagogue – yes, the virtual synagogue should be a sanctuary
– a place where we can retreat and feel
safe and at peace.
Second, it should be a place where
people smile most of the time, pray,
greet each other, share naches, virtually arm in arm, holding hands.
Third, the primary role of our synagogue is to raise the ordinary and the
everyday to be somewhat larger and
more important so that our grasp is
ever greater than before.
I ask you now to reach out and virtually hold hands so that our individual
lives and the life of each congregation
be extended and renewed. May we all
stay well and safe during these trying
times.
Rabbi Devora Buchen serves at Temple
Beth Shalom in Cape Coral.

The timeless miracle
of Passover

T

he Passover Seder is traditionally a time for us to get together
with family and friends. This
year, for most of us, an in-person communal Passover Seder will be replaced
with a virtual experience. These days,
many of us can’t even be in the same
house as our own
parents or children.
But there will
still be Passover just
the same. Some of us
will attend a Seder
with only their immediate family, and
 Rabbi
many with Zoom or
Lawrence FaceTime.
Dermer
This year, Passover can generate new meaning and
a deeper appreciation of the circumstances our ancestors faced while
guiding us through what we are living
through now.
Every generation is obligated to
see themselves as slaves who were
brought out from Mitzrayim. Why?
A connection to the Exodus story
in our generation is an affirmation that
miracles not only occurred in the past,
but they can happen to us in the present.
When G-d appeared to Moses in the
form of a burning bush, the message
was clear. G-d was telling Moses that
the Exodus was not the only challenge
we would face. There would be future
challenges, exiles, persecutions and
pandemics. G-d’s promise was eternal.
G-d essentially said to Moses, “I will

be with you now as you suffer and I
will be with you in all future challenges, but if you believe and have faith, I
will deliver miracles to save you.”
This is a message we all need to
be reminded of now as we continue to
face the ongoing challenges posed by
the pandemic. With emunah shleyma,
absolute faith in G-d, we will be Blessed with the serenity and certainty that
this too shall pass.
Feeling as though we were slaves
in Egypt can teach us to say “dayeinu,
whatever I have is enough and I have
gratitude for all my Blessings. I may
still be quarantined at home but thank
G-d I have a roof over my head and
food in the refrigerator.” We’re taught
in Pirkei Avot, “Who is wise? The one
who is content with his lot.”
This Passover let’s try to remember that the holiday is much more than
just a history lesson of celebrating
freedom from Egyptian bondage. The
Exodus teaches us to believe in miracles. Pesach teaches us that true freedom is being happy with where we
are at this very moment, appreciating
what we have and not focusing on what
we lack. Freedom is the faith, the certainty that no matter how difficult our
circumstances, G-d is always working behind the scenes and ready with
a new miracle. All we have to do is
believe!
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.

“A Jewish custom
is Torah!”

A

ccording to the Chabad tradition, the four questions at the
Passover Seder are asked in
the following order:
1. On all nights
we need not dip even
once, and on this
night we do so twice.
2. On all nights
we eat chametz
(leavened bread) or
matza, and on this
 Rabbi
night only matza.
Yitzchok
3. On all nights
Minkowicz
we eat any kind of
vegetable, and on this night maror (bitter herbs).
4. On all nights we eat sitting upright or reclining, and on this night we
all recline.
What is the reason for this particular sequence?
We cannot say that the questions
are ordered according to importance,
for if they were, the obligation to eat
matza on Passover – a mitzva explicitly stated in the Torah – would have
been first. By extension, eating maror,
which in our times is a mitzva decreed
by our Rabbis, would have been second. Reclining, symbolic of freedom,
would have been third, and the question as to why we dip twice would have
been last, as it is only a custom.
Are the questions arranged according to the chronological progression of
the Seder? Again, the answer is no, for
the first thing we do is to make Kiddush, and the wine is then drunk in
a reclining position. If the questions
were asked sequentially, “reclining”

would have preceded “dipping,” for
the vegetable is dipped in salt water
only after Kiddush.
“Dipping,” however, is the first
question that is asked by the Jewish
child. The “dipping” is what initially
attracts his attention and catches his
eye, despite the fact that it is not a mitzva explicitly mentioned in the Torah
nor one even decreed by our Rabbis.
The child’s curiosity is aroused, precisely by a Jewish custom.
There are some who contend that
every effort must be made to observe
the Torah’s mitzvot no matter how difficult the circumstances, even demonstrating self-sacrifice when necessary.
But in their opinion, Jewish customs
are not so important. If it is hard to
keep a custom, they are willing to forgo it and downplay its significance.
The order of the questions at the
Pesach Seder, however, teaches that
one must never belittle the importance
of a minhag Yisrael, a Jewish custom.
It is precisely the custom that is mentioned first in the Hagada. The custom
stimulates the child to go on to ask the
other questions.
It is specifically our Jewish customs that distinguish us from our
non-Jewish surroundings. For it is
only when a Jew observes these customs that his uniqueness is apparent,
as we say, “You have chosen us from
among the nations.” “A Jewish custom
is Torah!”
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves at
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Florida.
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We Jews celebrate Earth Day throughout the year

S

ince 1970, the United States
has celebrated Earth Day every April. By contrast, ancient
Jewish celebrations throughout the
year remind us of our responsibility to
safeguard the fragile
planet God has entrusted to our care.
Almost all of our
Jewish observances
reflect environmental
concerns.
Passover begins
 Rabbi
this year on Saturday,
Stephen
March 27. The FesFuchs
tival celebrates our
liberation from bondage in Egypt, but
its earliest roots lie in ancient spring
planting festivals as the karpas, the
greenery on our Seder plate, reminds
us. If we do not care sufficiently for our
earth, the ground will no longer be able
to receive seed and sprout vegetation.
Shavuot, which arrives this year
on Sunday, May 16, became for our

Sages the Day we received the Torah
on Mount Sinai. In the Torah itself,
though, Shavuot celebrates the first
summer fruits and the barley harvest.
Both Shavuot and the Harvest
Festival of Sukkot remind us that unless we take pains to ensure an enduring supply of clean water and air, the
growth and harvest of nourishing food
stuffs cannot continue.
Rosh Hashanah is the anniversary of the creation of the world and a
strong reminder that God entrusted
this Eden-like orb to our care with instructions to “till it and to preserve it.”
(Genesis 2:15)
On January 27 this year we observed Tu B’Shevat, which we know
as the “Birthday of the Trees.” In reality, though, Tu B’Shevat has been our
Jewish Earth Day since the time of the
Mishnah at least 1,800 years ago.
When Tennessee Senator Albert
Gore Jr. began his campaign of environmental awareness (which led to his

receiving the Nobel Prize for Peace in
2007), he asked me to prepare “a closing homily” for the first meeting of the
initiative held in Nashville, the city
where I then served as rabbi. On that
occasion, I adapted a venerable Hasidic story told in many different ways
about a magnificent goat that lived
long ago. The goat had horns so long
and beautiful that when he lifted his
head, he could touch the stars, and they
would sing the most beautiful melody
that anyone had ever heard.
One day, a man encountered the
goat, and a brilliant idea jumped into
his head. “I could make my wife a gorgeous jewelry box for her birthday from
a piece of one of the goat’s horns.”
The man approached the goat and
explained, “I want to make a jewelry
box from just a small piece of one of
your horns. It won’t hurt when I cut it
off, and I’ll just take a small piece. You
won’t even miss it!”
The friendly goat lowered his head
to accommodate the man’s request.
The jewelry box the man made was

indeed beautiful, and his wife adored
it. Proudly, she showed it to all of her
friends who soon wanted one just like
it. Before long, people inundated the
goat with requests to “cut off just a
small piece” of one of his horns. Soon,
of course, the goat could no longer
reach the stars, and that most beautiful
melody was forever silenced.
In the Passover story, which we
shall soon relive, Pharaoh’s advisors
warned him before the plague of locusts ravaged the land, “Do you not yet
know that Egypt is nearly destroyed.”
(Exodus 10:7)
That warning should ring out to us
across the millennia. “Do we not realize that our earth is nearly destroyed.”
Although it is too late for the goat
to make the stars sing, it is not too late
for us to save our planet and vouchsafe
clean water, clean air, sufficient food
and a beautiful earth for future generations.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on Sanibel Island.

A tale for Pesach

O
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nce a week, I read a story to
the four-year-olds in our preschool. Right before Passover,
I read Dr. Seuss’ Yertle the Turtle. It is
one of my favorites
(together with The
Little Red Hen). Yertle the Turtle is about
the nature of oppression and the power
of anyone to start a
movement to throw
 Rabbi
it off. I want our
Marc
children to learn that
Sack
when they are young.
Oppression is about power for its
own sake. “’What’s THAT?’ snorted
Yertle. ‘Say what IS that thing that
dares to be higher than Yertle the King?
I shall not allow it! I’ll go higher still!
I’ll build my throne higher! I can and
I will! I’ll call some more turtles. I’ll
stack ’em to heaven! I need ’bout five
thousand, six hundred and seven!’” Tyrants believe that all people, and turtles,
exist for their personal use and they are
threatened when they are challenged.
One of my Haggadot, A Night to
Remember, cites the book Incidents in
the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs, who was born a slave in North
Carolina. “My master met me at every
turn, reminding me that I belonged to
him. He told me that I was his property; that I must be subject to his will in
all things. My soul revolted against the
mean tyranny.”
According to Dr. Seuss, who wrote
as much for parents as he wrote for
children, it takes the power of one to
topple the throne. “That plain little turtle below in the stack, that plain little
turtle whose name was just Mack, decided he’d taken enough. And he had.
And that plain little lad got a little bit
mad and that plain little Mack did a

plain little thing. He burped! And his
burp shook the throne of the king!”
Again, from A Night to Remember,
“… the Holy One said to Pharaoh’s
daughter: ‘Moshe was not your son,
yet you raised him, so too you are not
my daughter by birth but I will call you
my daughter, Bat-ya.’ From this we
learn that there are ‘righteous Gentiles
who have a portion in the world-tocome.’ In every generation, the Divine
Shekhina spreads its wings over us and
raises up men and women from the
Jewish people and from the nations of
the world whose courage and spiritual strength save us from arbitrariness,
from terror and from indifference that
rise up against us to annihilate us.”
Theodor Seuss Geisel, many of
whose writings had a strong political
and message, wrote Yertle the Turtle in
1958 about Adolf Hitler and authoritarianism. (He wrote Horton Hears a Who
in 1955 about isolationism.) When I
read Yertle to our four-year-olds, I want
them to start thinking about freedom,
how it cannot be taken for granted, and
that they, like all of us, can do something to protect it. All of them can be
that little turtle named Mack. As I’ve
learned hearing them talk about how
important it is to wear a mask, this is
not too young to plant important seeds
in their brains.
Yertle the Turtle, I tell them, is a
story about Passover. It ends with,
“And the turtles, of course … all the
turtles are free as turtles and, maybe,
all creatures should be.”
I hope our children, even at four,
can begin to internalize how precious
is the gift they have and that they, like
all of us, have a responsibility to protect it.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple
Judea in Fort Myers.
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Remembering our foundational story of redemption

H

ermann Cohen was a 19th century Jewish philosopher who
promoted the idea that the
Jewish purpose was to live out and
model universal ethics. Jews must always be striving to
do the most good
possible. So when he
traveled to Tel Aviv
at the turn of the century and saw Jews
sunbathing and relaxing on the beach,
 Rabbi
he told his companNicole
ion in a disapprovLuna
ing voice, “Those
fellows just want to be happy!” This
statement about those who just wish to
retreat and happily enjoy the sunshine
reflects not only his focus on ethics, but
also Jewish norms.
Throughout Jewish history, we do
not dwell in content ease but rather experience restless energy. Our Jewish
history, beginning with the expulsion
from the Garden of Eden, to the wandering in the desert, to exile from the
land of Israel, to the Zionist dream, is
a story about movement, about striving

toward something better.
But constant striving is exhausting,
can feel depleting and can wear you
down. Cohen had to grapple with what
truly motivates us as Jews, what keeps
us going, whether in living out his imperative to be ethical exemplars or in
our engagement with the world as it is
today. His idea of ethics was built upon
the idea of a God who brings us out of
Egypt, who sets us free from slavery,
from oppression, from hopelessness –
who cares about the course of human
history and sets it towards justice.
But Judaism does not expect us
to rely on faith alone. Instead, in our
Torah we read about the ultimate Passover ritual that takes our fatigue and
our uncertainty, and imbues it with
meaning. Passover, as described in the
Torah, is nothing like the celebratory
Passover Seders in our own homes today. The original Passover in Exodus
is stark and involves simply eating
a sacrificial lamb, unleavened bread
and bitter herbs. We are commanded
to eat it quickly with our sandals on
our feet and our staff in our hand, as if
ready to run out of Egypt. This is not a

leisurely, comfortable meal, but it is
full of meaning. We are reenacting our
last meal in slavery and we are anticipating freedom. During the Passover
Seder, we experience the discomfort of
slavery but we prepare for something
better. The biblical Passover meal is
not comfortable, it is not easy, it is not
like lying on the beach. But it promises us something greater than fleeting
bliss, it promises us the meaning of
freedom.
The Israeli poet Yehuda Amichai
relates the famous line, “my heart is
in the east and I dwell in the west,” to
the Jewish condition. We live in the

in-between, between exile and Jerusalem, between slavery and freedom,
between injustice and justice, between
fear and hope. Amichai writes, “Oh
what a world this is, where the heart
is in one place and the body in another.” What a world this is when being
well-informed is at odds with staying
sane. The Jewish response is not to relax on the beach, at least not forever,
but to gather together with neighbors
and friends, to remember our foundational story of redemption and, together, to march to the Promised Land.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple
Beth El in Fort Myers.

Candle lighting times:
March
March
March
March

5:
12:
19:
26:

6:13
6:17
7:21
7:24

The meaning of matzah

M

atzah, unleavened bread, is
called lechem oni. The second Hebrew word carries
with it several different meanings.
The first and oldest use of lechem
oni is “the bread of
affliction or oppression.” Matzah is a
slave bread. That is
because it is not enriched but is simply
flour and water. It
is bread that can be
 Rabbi
made quickly. ThereSolomon
fore, it becomes a
Agin
symbol of slavery
and our commitment to work on behalf
of freedom.
The second meaning of lechem
oni is “the bread of poverty.” Since
matzah is made of just flour and water and no other ingredients, it is the
cheapest form of bread. It is the bread
of poor people. It is a reminder of our

responsibility to deal with the problem
of hunger.
The third meaning of lechem oni
is “the bread over which much is answered.” The word ‘Haggadah’ literally means ‘the telling.’ The Seder service tells the children, and incidentally
the adults, the answers to some basic
questions about history and life itself.
Judaism is a repository of wisdom
which offers a guide to the conduct of
a good life. In fact, someone once observed that the problem today is that
Judaism has the answers but we contemporary Jews have forgotten the
questions. Perhaps, if we ask again the
meaning of matzah, we will find some
very significant answers to the questions of life.
Best wishes to all for a happy,
healthy and safe Passover.
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple
Shalom in Port Charlotte.
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the month. Sign up for the
Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on
upcoming community events
and cultural activities, breaking
news items, updates from
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

DISCOVER
THE FUN!

SHARE the experience
of reading with your
children as they grow with
PJ Library books.

SIGN UP TODAY!
Enrollment is open to
Jewish families with
children between the
ages of six months to
eight years
living in
Lee & Charlotte Counties.

RECEIVE
THE GIFT
OF FREE
JEWISH
CHILDREN’S
BOOKS
MAILED TO
YOUR HOME
EVERY MONTH!
Funded by the

Roth Family
Foundation
More information,
contact Debbie Sanford
239.481.4449 ext. 3
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org

FOCUS ON YOUTH
homes for online class
and study, thank you.
To the families who recognized their children’s
need to be in person, and bring them to
class, sometimes as the sole in-person
participant, thank you. To our teachers, who have navigated a much harder
year of countless holiday and secular
school calendar breaks, and learning
how to deliver instruction online, thank
you. It is much more work, even if it is
done in your bunny slippers.
On Sunday, February 28, we will
host our friends from Temple Beth
El for the 3rd Annual Purim Carnival. There will be kids, games, crafts,
masks, facemasks and hand sanitizer
everywhere! Hidden behind the masks,
though, there will be fun.
For more information on Temple
Judea Religious School or our programming, please contact me in our office at 239.433.0201 or at tjswfledu@
gmail.com.
***
Temple Judea Preschool
Joann Goldman,
Temple Judea Preschool Director
This past year was a challenging one
for our staff and families. During the
time we closed in early 2020, our staff
held classes for every age group on
Zoom every day. Our amazing staff
came into the school and we videoed
mini-performances that were sent to
our students on a regular basis. Our
staff read books while parents could
watch with their child/ren before bedtime. As challenging as this was, it was
a special time for us to stay connected
to all of our families. We did an amazing job working as a team.
When we reopened at the end of
May, we implemented new rules. We

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner,
Director of Congregational Learning
It is hard to believe that it has been a
year now since Covid-19 disrupted our
normal ways of doing things. Both in
our school, and outside our school, I
am amazed at the ways in which we
have grown, changed and adapted to
this new reality.
We have come to learn how important having reliable internet is to
avoid that garbled, interrupted audio
sound that makes instruction incomprehensible. We have also learned how
much more important the sound of
laughter is to keeping us sane.
We have learned how to do drivethrough events and pack supply kits so
that everyone has what they need to
participate. We have also learned that
there is no substitution for the excitement in kids getting to see each other,
even if it’s masked, outdoors and socially distanced.
We have learned our thresholds for
“Zoom fatigue” and how to “read the
room” when the kids get that “glazed
over” look that indicates they have had
their fill. We have also learned what
our kids remember, and what they do
not, and how we can plan for next year
to fill in the gaps that have occurred
because of the strangeness of this year.
I want to thank our families and
teachers who have been continuously
adapting their lives around their regular schooling and ours to make the
experience as normal for the children
as possible. To the families who have
carved out the space and time in their
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Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids
Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids
music — anytime, anywhere.
music — anytime, anywhere.
Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online
Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs
streaming
radio station
with more
than
from hundreds
of artists
across
the2,000
globe.songs
from
hundreds24/7
of artists
globe.
Music
is available
with across
specialthe
music
blocks
Music isfor
available
24/7
with
special
music
blocks
Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime.
for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime.

•
•
•
•

Listen to the music online
Listen to the music online
Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play
Download
the free app on ITunes, Google Play
or Tune In Radio
or Tune In Radio

L' C H AY I M M A R C H 2 0 2 1
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

wanted to make it as safe for our families and students. We do not allow visitors into our school at this time. We
continue to have an organized drop-off
and pick-up thanks to all of our parents. We social distance in the hallways
and we have separate playtimes on the
playground. Our staff does a great job
keeping our classrooms sanitized and
safe as we always have. We take each
student’s temperature at drop-off and
we social distance during learning centers.
Dr. Seuss is on the loose at Temple Judea Preschool. We will celebrate
the birthday of Dr. Seuss in March. The
children will have a chance to read the
classic tales of Dr. Seuss as we make
some fun art projects, create some
green food and wear some fun hats.
“It’s RHYME TIME! In Pre-Kindergarten, we will also focus on the
works of Dr. Seuss to further enhance
the concept of rhyming. Participating
and playing with sounds of language
(rhymes/syllables) is an important
pre-reading skill. Watch for “Hey Diddle, Diddle” and “Jack Be Nimble”
projects. There is overwhelming evidence that early learning of nursery
rhymes and rhythmic poems, songs
and chants significantly enhances early reading skills and phonemic awareness. Nursery rhymes also teach musical awareness and help with memory.
Teaching time began for our Pre-K
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students last month. Students took the
spotlight and shared their knowledge
about their subject of choice with their
friends. This confidence-building program continues throughout the month.
Fred E. Bear had more homes to
visit and is living large in Pre-K homes.
The children enjoy sharing the weekend with Fred E. Bear and love writing
and drawing in their journal about the
experience they’ve had. When they return to school, the children are proud to
stand in front of the classroom sharing
the adventure they had.
Temple Judea Preschool registration for the 2021-22 school year: We
have implemented a curriculum that
works for all children. It is crucial to
offer ongoing learning opportunities.
Our program is based on the individual
needs of every child. Our curriculum
encourages children to make choices
and be independent thinkers. If you are
interested in learning about our program, call 239.482.1121. Please do not
wait as there is limited space available.
At this time, we do not allow visitors into our facility, but we are happy
to meet you outside on our playground
where you will have an opportunity
to meet the teacher, or in front of our
school where we have a place to sit
and talk. All appointments need to be
scheduled in advance.
We accept children ages 18 months
to five years of age.

Results of
a recent
national
survey of
25,000
families
conducted by
PJ Library
Parents in Lee
and Charlotte
counties whose
children are
enrolled in
PJ Library
participated in
the survey.

PJ Library is
making a
difference in the
lives of families
raising Jewish
children..

Earn CAS Credits
The Jewish Federation of Lee
and Charlotte Counties is
interested in hearing from
teenagers in high school who
might like to earn CAS credits
though various work in the
Jewish community.
If you are interested, please
send the following information
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)
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With students back at school, Chabad at FGCU
gears up for a new semester
By Rabbi Mendel Gordon

A

s the spring semester commenced at FGCU on January 11, Chabad was on hand
to welcome back the students at their
home away from home on campus. In
addition to our regular Shabbat get-togethers, where students wine, dine and
mingle each week, Chabad hosted a
welcome-back barbeque, marking the
beginning of what will prove to be yet
another semester filled with inspiration, fun and, of course, (kosher) food.
Many returning students were rejoining in-person studies after a period of virtual study. To jump-start the
camaraderie and social acclimation,
Chabad hosted a night out at Congo
River Golf, where students socialized
and mingled with new Jewish friends
in a safe environment.
A girls’ night saw dozens of students craft their own scented candles
while they learned about the significance of candle lighting in Jewish tradition, for Shabbat and holidays.
In an exciting development,
Chabad has commenced a brand-new
course on Jewish medical ethics, giving
an age-old take to cutting-edge, mod-

ern dilemmas. Can I unplug grandma?
Can doctors play G-d? Who should be
vaccinated first? As the world grapples
with a raging pandemic, these sensitive
moral issues are evermore relevant,
with hospitals, medical staff and even
laymen forced to make life-changing
decisions with enormous ramifications.
Shabbat of January 23 saw students gather in commemoration of
10 Shevat, marking 70 years of the
leadership of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
– Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, of
righteous memory – who assumed the
mantle of leadership that day in 1951,
exactly a year after the passing of his
father-in-law and predecessor, Rabbi
Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, of righteous memory, a distant relative.
Students explored his storied
life and legacy, and the visionary behind the thousands of Chabad centers
worldwide, whose life’s mission had
an impact on every Jew. “Every Jew is
infinitely precious,” he taught, exhorting his followers to reach every Jew
with love.
At close of Shabbat, a Havdalah
ceremony was held, marking the con-

clusion of the week and the transition
brate or just meet Jewish students your
into the next, with fire, wine and aroage. For more information, or to get
matic spices. Special for that week was
involved, contact me at 347.452.0489
the monthly Kiddush Levanah prayer,
or ChabadFGCU@gmail.com. Please
when we gather under the clear, moonbe sure to visit our website at Chabad
light sky and recite a prayer blessing
FGCU.com.
the new moon. As the moon
waxes and wanes, so do we,
the Jewish people.
Chabad will host socialdistanced Passover Seders
for students on March 27 and
28. For more information
or to RSVP, email Chabad
FGCU@gmail.com.
Chabad at FGCU caters to all Jewish students
in Southwest Florida, providing a home away from
Morgan Weiss (senior) and Kayla Boxenbaum (class of 2020)
home. Join us to learn, cele-

Girls Craft Night

Joseph Horowitz
Israel Travel Grant
available through the
Community Foundation
of the Jewish Federation
of Lee and Charlotte Counties..

Getting to know other Jewish students at miniature golf

The Jewish Federation Seeks

Volunteers

with Foreign Language Skills.
The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services
otherwise available in our community. We would like to help break this language
barrier.
If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they communicate with
various social service agencies.

Do you speak
Spanish, Russian, French, Creole, Haitian, Mandarin, etc.?
Please share your gift of language with the needy in our area.

For more information
visit jewishfederationlcc.org

is proud to offer the Stevan & Marilyn Simon Family Scholarship.
This scholarship is open to those at least high school age who
demonstrate leadership qualities and will be participating in a
2-week or longer program in Israel.
A short essay is required.
Send your response to Federation Board member Robert Thomas ritritrit@hotmail.com.
We will contact you as needed. Thank you.

For more information, and to access the application, visit the
TOP Jewish Foundation website at topjewishfoundation.org

ORGANIZATIONS
HADASSAH

Collier/Lee Chapter
(732) 539-4011
Joyce Toub
One hundred and nine years ago on
February 24, 1912, Hadassah was
born. Thirty-eight women met at Temple Emanu-El in New York City to
promote Jewish institutions and enterprises in Palestine. After visiting
Palestine and witnessing the dreadful sanitary and health issues present,
Henrietta Szold had organized this social service group for the betterment of
humanity with a focus on health care.
The group initially called themselves
“The Daughters of Zion,” and since the
meeting was held close to the holiday
of Purim, the New York City chapter
named themselves Hadassah, Queen
Esther’s Hebrew name. After all, Esther had saved her people, and likewise,
this chapter wanted to save their people
in Palestine, and the name “Hadassah
“ officially replaced the “Daughters of
Zion” in 1914.
In those early years, emphasis was
targeted to train nurses on malaria,
cholera, trachoma and
maternity cases, and clinics were
established in Jerusalem. Thirty-eight
women have now grown to more than
330,000, and those few clinics have developed into world-renowned medical
centers in Ein Kerem and Mt. Scopus,
and have shared their knowledge and
expertise across the globe.
In the U.S., Hadassah advocates
on behalf of women’s rights, religious
autonomy and U.S.-Israel diploma-
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cy. In Israel, Hadassah
supports education, research, Youth Aliyah
(programs for underprivileged youth) and
women’s initiatives.
Look how far we have come as I
share some projects being worked on
right now:
An innovative stem cell treatment
has led to significant clinical improvements with progressive multiple sclerosis, not only halting the progression
of MS but leading to improvement in
neurological ability. After six months,
in 73% of the cases, not only did the
patients not experience disease progression, but they also improved.
Another invention aims to help
comatose brain-injured patients. In Intensive Care Units, monitors can measure and record patients’ pupils’ reaction to light. A tightening of the pupils
(the most basic part of the brain stem)
is still active. If there is no reaction, it
means the patient’s condition is deteriorating and that either medication or
surgery are needed to halt possible further brain damage. The device would
immediately alert ICU staff to any abnormal findings.
To quote from Gayle Dorio’s
poem:
“What would we do without this noble
organization?
Oh no, that question boggles the
imagination!
Please write a check, sign up for an
annual gift.
Put it in the mail. It will give you such
a lift!”
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MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT
Honoring a special person through a
tribute gift to the Jewish Family Services
of Lee & Charlotte Counties is a wonderful
way to recognize a simcha or remember
a loved one. Not only does your gift
show your family and friends that
you care, it goes to work helping Jews
in need and building vibrant communities
locally, in Israel and around the world.

Visit our website & Make a Gift

jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials
A personal Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte
Counties tribute card will be sent to the honoree
or bereaved on your behalf, reflecting a personal
message if you wish.

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford
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Fall 2021
Educational Scholarships
Available
DEADLINE:
ELIGIBILITY:

April 30, 2021
Scholarship applications are now available
for Jewish residents of Lee and Charlotte
Counties, Florida, wishing to pursue
postsecondary education.
Applicants must be under 30 years of age
and priority will be given to full-time
students. Funding is limited and decisions
will be based primarily on financial need.

APPLICATION:
PROCESS

For guidelines and application process,
visit our website at jewishfederationlcc.org

Scholarships are made available from designated
funds held by the Jewish Community Foundation.








What is a Women’ss Giving Circle?
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To
join
and
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Debbie
Sanford
To
join
and
for
more
information
call
Debbie
Sanford
To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford
239.481.4449 x4
x4 or
or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
239.481.4449
239.481.4449
x4
or
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, wrote,
“My reaction was that
the rioters in that insurrection were in a sacred
space. It reminded me of Kristallnacht.
I have attended the annual Days of
Remembrance of the Holocaust in the
Rotunda of the Capitol since the first
ceremony in 1979. The sight of those
mobs in that space was shocking.”
Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, whose father had been in Kristallnacht, wrote,
“I felt appalled that such chaos actually
penetrated the halls of Congress.”
“It was a sad day for our country,”
said Dr. Stuart Mest, Holocaust Museum docent. “The Beer Hall Putsch
came to mind as I watched TV that
day.”
Richard Stein noted that his immediate reaction was a “stomach-turning realization and revelation about
who these troops storming the Capitol
really are. America agrees, ‘Never
Again.’”
Shelley Lieb, daughter of Auschwitz survivors, wrote, “For me, it
was getting two hits. My first thoughts
were connected to how this could be
happening in America. And my almost
immediate second thoughts were connected to what happened in Europe

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
(239) 963-9347

2gs reflect on January 6
Ida Margolis
Most people reading this know what
GenShoah SWFL is and may in fact be
2gs. But to clarify, GenShoah is shortened from Generations of the Shoah.
‘Shoah,’ from the ancient Hebrew
word for ‘calamity,’ has become a standard term for the Holocaust. 2gs refers
to individuals who are children of Holocaust survivors, the second generation. There are 2g groups in the U.S.
and internationally, such as Generations of the Shoah International (GSI),
which was one of the inspirations for
our group.
I frequently get emails from GenShoah members, often regarding instances of antisemitism. On January
6, the date of the storming of the U.S.
Capitol, I heard from many people,
including a number of 2gs, who expressed exactly what I was thinking. I
later asked some 2gs to send comments
about how they felt watching the events
unfold on January 6. Here are some of
the comments I received:
Steve Ludsin, former member of

during WWII and imagining my survivor parents’ response if they were still
alive and watching these seditious rioters. Did they ever really feel safe in
America? I clearly remember them declaring that it could happen here, that
we must never forget.”
“I abhor any kind of unwarranted
violence, destruction and civil unrest,
be it in the nation’s capital or mainstream America,” said Sol Awend. “We
are Americans, first and foremost, with
no room for demagoguery and disrespect!”
Betsy Dougatz said, “As a 2g, I
have a sensitivity to a hostile world
scenario and January 6 confirmed to
me what I always knew. I know I have
a certain inner resilience and at the
same time a deep vulnerability to outside threats. It was a total catastrophe
at the Capitol and no doubt that, given
the right circumstances, potential perpetrators can threaten our world. I had
a variety of reactions, mainly disbelief,
and at the same time a real true reality.
I felt grateful that my father didn’t live
to witness January 6 and, for that matter, the last four years of heightened
tension in a country that he truly loved.
To see my father’s ‘Golden Land’ torn
apart would have broken his heart all
over again.”

When Rene Geist, daughter of survivors and author, was asked her feelings as a Canadian, she stated, “I was
horrified. I have my kids and their families living in the U.S. I have friends
there. I live there for five months of the
year. I agonized, would the U.S. ever
recover? Could the U.S. recover from
this most dangerous virus – deadlier
than Covid? I think my reaction was
the result more of being a Jew than a
Canadian or a Floridian. The mob forcing its way into the Capitol, causing
unrestrained damage, brought the book
burnings of 1933 Germany clearly to
the forefront of my thoughts. And of
course, the Nazi shirt worn by one of
the rioters reminded me that antisemitism is far from dead in America.
Thinking as a Canadian Floridian, I felt
so sad that my United States had fallen
to such lows. But when I watched the
inauguration two weeks later, I shed
tears as I saw the heights the U.S. is capable of achieving, and remembered to
where it had sunk just a short time ago.
I’m left with a small hope that enough
Americans are willing to be upstanders, not bystanders, to make a vital difference.”
That is my hope as well.

Marcia Can Help
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation
and other essential services without
which none of us can live.

Inspired by the recognition that
these needs must be addressed in our
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen,
a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her
husband Jack established the MARCIA CAN HELP fund in 2017.

Marcia Can Help

Help us meet these pressing needs by contributing to the MARCIA CAN HELP fund.
For further information please contact Alan Isaacs at (239) 481-4449 or alanisaacs@jfedlcc.org.
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ing us to take a different,
more detached look at
what we have been eyewitnesses to.
The Song Meister,
a Southwest Florida Jewish Pioneers
film about Naples’ notable centenarian, Songwriters Hall of Famer Gene
Goodman, concluded Florida Jewish History Month at a presentation
hosted by the Naples Depot Museum.
During the Q&A, I pointed out that
Gene started in the music business in
the late 1930s, working for his older
brother, Benny. Imagine that! Or better, would you like to hear him tell you
about it in his own words? There is so
much information, music and memories in the film. It’s worse seeing twice.
We will repeat it on Sunday, March
21 during the Spring 2021 Southwest
Florida Jewish Pioneers Series via
Zoom. Register on the Events page at
www.jhsswf.org.
These educational broadcast-quality documentaries are created from
eyewitness testimonies and are only
part of the work we do. We are in the
process of expanding the Virtual Museum of Southwest Florida Jewish History by including materials about local
Jewish successes and connections to

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
(239) 566-1771

Marching forward
Marina Berkovich
So many things are happening virtually these days, it’s difficult to be everywhere or do everything. I am particularly grateful to everyone who reaches
out in reflection to our programs to
share their own story.
In January we celebrated Florida’s
Jewish History Month and The Jewish
Historical Society’s 10th Anniversary
Celebration with Bill Barnett at our
first ever virtual Zoom fundraiser, a
successfully wonderful event. We premiered the Southwest Florida Jewish
Pioneers documentary film The Mayor
with a Heart about Bill Barnett, fourtime Mayor of the City of Naples.
We are humbled to bring our organization’s mission of promoting awareness of contributions by Jews to new
audiences that are interested in history
of the region. It was great celebrating
Florida Jewish History Month together.
Major events happen all the time.
We may not realize we have been in
them until time marches forward, forc-

teach history from a positive perspective.
Ruth R. Wisse, the Martin Peretz
Professor of Yiddish Literature, Professor Emeritus of Comparative Literature at Harvard University, a noted
scholar of Yiddish literature and of
Jewish history and culture, writes in
her Fall 2020 essay “…30 years ago,
in a Commentary magazine article titled ‘How They Teach the Holocaust,’
noted historian and intellectual Lucy
Dawidowicz raised serious concerns
about the distorted curricula and questionable outcomes… Consulted as an
authority on what she called the ‘war
against the Jews,’ Dawidowicz undertook a thorough study of (Holocaust)
materials, leading her to question the
wisdom of encouraging ‘oppression
studies’ in the absence of any robust
teaching of history. Dawidowicz concluded… by citing the Sixth Commandment: ‘Thou shalt not murder.’
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This, she wrote, was ‘the primary lesson of the Holocaust,’ and if invoking
a biblical commandment would violate
the doctrine of the separation of church
and state, ‘something is clearly wrong
with both our system of education and
our standards of morality.’”
Our SWFL Jewish Pioneers come
from various beginnings and fairly represent the diversity of the Jewish people in our area. If you have a story to
share, email us at office@jhsswf.org.
Have you joined our mission yet?
Family Membership is $54; Individual
Membership is $36. Mail checks to:
The Jewish Historical Society
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

Send updates and changes
to the Jewish Directory below
to loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

TEMPLE BETH EL

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908
Rabbi Nicole Luna
E-mail: info@templebethel.com
Learning Tree Preschool Director: : Jesyca Virnig
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com
President: Hank Betchen

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950
Rabbi Simon Jacobson
Phone: 941-833-3381
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by
a kiddush
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m.

REFORM

ORTHODOX

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES

Email: HankTBE@gmail.com

Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235
Web site: www.templebethel.com
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday
Religious & Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday
Judaica Gift Gallery
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
REFORM

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990
Rabbi Devora Buchen
President: Peter Simenauer
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday
Religious School: Wednesday 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m.
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood,
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.)

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
REFORM

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs
President: Michael Hochschild
Phone: 971-561-7888
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com
Cantor: Murray Simon
Web site: www.batyam.org
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr)
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept)
Adult Education:
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr)
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism

TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS
REFORM

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675
Rabbi Solomon Agin
President: Judith Migdol
Phone: 941-625-2116
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com
Web site: templeshalomfl.com
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m.
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m.
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m.
Organizations: Sisterhood
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
REFORM

10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center)
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919
Rabbi Bruce Diamond
(bdiamond5@comcast.net)
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton
Phone: 239-466-6671
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday
at 6:30 p.m.
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m.
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

TEMPLE JUDEA
CONSERVATIVE

14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908
Rabbi Marc Sack
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org
President: Dan Fox
Director of Congregational Learning:
Tab Scribner
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com
Web site: www.tjswfl.org
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m.
Early childhood education:
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years;
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL

19691 Cypress View Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33967
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer
Phone: 239-218-3433
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org
Shabbat Evening Services 7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept)
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study 10:00 a.m.

CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/
ESTERO
ORTHODOX

24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood
Centre) Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg
Phone: 239-949-6900
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by
a Kiddush

CHABAD LUBAVITCH
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
ORTHODOX

5620 Winkler Road
Fort Myers, FL 33919
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org
Web site: www.chabadswf.org
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at noon
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m.

CHABAD JEWISH CENTER
OF CAPE CORAL
ORTHODOX

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski
Phone: 239-963-4770
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com
Web site: www.chabadcape.com
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m.
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by
Kiddush luncheon
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m.
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m.
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m.
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee):
Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053
• AJC (American Jewish Committee):
Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500
• Chevra Kadisha:
Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter:
Diane Schwartz - 732-539-4011
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County):
Odette Port - 941-505-1409
• Hazak 55+ Chapter:
Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 800-622-8017
• Jewish Community Services: 239-481-4449
• Jewish National Fund:
Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida
941-462-1330 ext. 865
Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733
• Jewish War Veterans:
Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida:
Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784
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Once again C.F.S.
will conduct a Passover
“Let My People Grab and
Fort Myers
Go” from 3:00 to 5:00
(239) 466-6671
p.m. on Friday, March 26
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com
in the synagogue’s parking lot to help you prepare for your home Seder the following
You’re invited to our gala online Zoom
evening. Passover goodie bags will inMegillah reading starting at 7:00 p.m.
clude Kim Cohen of Cohen & Cohen’s
on Thursday, February 25, featuring
hamets-free cake and gourmet haroset,
the rabbi’s hilarious PowerPoint Purim
Gerry Friedman’s 5-alarm horseradish
4.0. Masks are a must! For Zoom logsauce, the rabbi’s authentic homemade
on information, visit the synagogue’s
matzah, and copies of the rabbi’s “Stay
website at www.fortmyerssynagogue.
at Home Seder” for those unable to
com.
print them out. Of course, it’s all free,
but please email synfree@comcast.net
or call 239.466.6671 so we can prepare
your bag.
The Community Free Synagogue
will continue to use Zoom only for
its worship and educational programs
until the pandemic threat has substantially diminished. C.F.S.’ Zoom Meeting number I.D. and passcode for all
programs are published on the C.F.S.
From the C.F.S. PowerPoint Purim 4.0
website.

Each week, Sabbath Eve worship
begins at 7:00 p.m., led by Rabbi Bruce
Diamond with liturgists Rich McConville and Traci Pavel. Toward the end
of the worship, Zoom mics are opened
to all with names to share at the recitation of the Qaddish.
At 24 years, Rabbi Diamond’s
immensely popular 9:30 a.m. Sabbath
morning Torah Study is our area’s longest running Jewish Adult Education
program. Selections of each week’s
Torah sedra are examined in-depth,

Luna, every Sunday at
2:30 p.m. It focuses on
Jewish values and psyFort Myers
chological principles in
(239) 433-0018
line with the book Here
www.templebethel.com
I Am by Leonard Felder.
While you are encourSo many fun and interesting things to
aged to read the book, it is not required
do, so little time…always at Temple
for attendance. If interested, contact
Beth El. Please join us for our March
Paul Kling at paul@paulkling.com.
activities.
TBE’s Sisterhood continues to
The 2021Winter History Series
offer wonderful programs. The Sisterwith Gerald Ziedenberg has been a
hood event on February 11 with speaksuccess over Zoom! Last month, our
er Professor Robert Watson discussing
members learned about Hannah Se“The Presidents’ Wives and Their Innesh, who parachuted into Nazi-occufluence in Presidential Politics” was
pied Europe to warn the Jews about the
very interesting. Our February 17 yoga
Holocaust, the lives of five non-Jewish
class, led by instructor Joe Krashin, left
heroes and about the diary written by
all attendees feeling refreshed.
Anne Frank. Please join us (completely
Get your popcorn ready for Sisterfree!) on Monday, March 1 from 7:30
hood Movie Night on Thursday, March
to 8:30 p.m. for the lecture on “The
18 at 7:00 p.m. The Sisterhood will
Capture and Trial of Adolf Eichmann,”
watch Bombshell: The Hedy Lamarr
the architect of the Holocaust who was
Story, about one of the most beautiful
brought to justice.
Jewish actresses during the 1930s and
Our discussion group continues on
’40s. Not only was she an actress, but a
“Handling Covid-19 with Jewish Wisscientist who invented ways to help the
dom,” led by Paul Kling and Roberto
Allies foil the plan of the Nazis.

With Passover around the corner,
Sisterhood will host a Passover Cooking Demonstration on Sunday, March
21 at 11:30 a.m. Visit the TBE calendar
on our website for more information.
Are you feeling lucky? Our Quarantine Bingos, sponsored by TBE’s
Men’s Club, have been a huge success!
Be sure to virtually attend the next
Quarantine Bingo on Sunday, March
21 at 7:00 p.m. The prices are $5 for
two playing cards and $10 for five
playing cards. Register on our website.
For additional information, email tbe.
mens.group@gmail.com.
On January 31, our members attended the Fundraising Committee’s
“A Jewish Sunday in the Big Apple.”
Everyone received bagels, cream
cheese and a surprise gift from The
Jewish Museum of New York. Later
that afternoon, we were treated with a
docent-led Zoom tour of the museum.
Thank you to those who have been
contributing to our Food and Feminine Product Drive organized by the
TBE Mitzvah Committee. Donations
can be dropped off at the front of TBE

on a designated Tuesday from 10:00
to 11:00 a.m. Monetary donations in
the form of checks can be written out
to Cycle Forward, Jewish Federation
Food Bank or Harry Chapin Food
Bank, as well as mailed to TBE.
T
The TBE Book Club will discussn
Cilka’s Journey: A Novel by Heatherg
Morris on Wednesday, March 3. Thish
book tells the riveting story of love andl
resilience. It is the sequel to Morris’sO
bestseller The Tattooist of Auschwitz. d
Just as the Jewish people havew
risen above challenges for years, theT
TBE community is rising above theO
challenges Covid has presented. Comes
join us and take part in Zoom Hebrew
classes, current events discussions,
Shabbat services on Friday nights and
much more.
To learn more, visit our website
and follow us on Facebook (Temple
Beth El Fort Myers) and on Instagram
(@templebethelfortmyers). We look
forward to seeing you in person soon!

range of invitees extends
to the world. Already
we have had interest
shown from as far afield
as South Africa and Israel. The virtual hall will
be able to accommodate
up to 500 “seats.” Attendance for this
year’s concert is on a first-come-firstserved registration basis. The concert
is free but sponsorships and donations
are encouraged and welcomed. Reservations and donations can be made online at www.batyam.org. They also can
be mailed to Bat Yam Temple of the Islands, P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957.
Bluegrass music is a genre of
American roots music that developed
in the 1940s in the Appalachian region
of the United States. It is traditionally played on acoustic stringed instruments and has its roots in the traditional English, Irish and Scottish ballads
as well as African-American blues and
jazz. Earl Scruggs’ name is synony-

mous with bluegrass music. He played
a five-string banjo and was known for
his energetic and innovative three-finger picking style.
The music is Methodist, Baptist
and Jewish! The dancing is a jig, a
reel, a hora! “The fusion of Americana,
bluegrass and Appalachian music with
Jewish tradition feels like the most authentic way to express our spirituality
and our musicality,” says Zasloff.
Their Jewish infusion into a
uniquely Americana music is reflected
in the band’s name. The Hebrew word
for soul is nefesh, with the English
word mountain, which is common in
the names of many bluegrass bands.
Popular Jewish songs and prayers
like “Hinei Ma Tov,” “Esa Einai” and
“Moder Ani” reimagined with stringed
instruments form the backbone of their
repertoire. Both Lindberg and Zasloff
also compose entirely new works that
fit the same spiritual space. They often
sing in Hebrew.

The secular music world has taken
notice. Rolling Stone listed their single
“Narrow Bridge” – based on the teaching of the 18th century Chasidic leader Reb Nachman of Breslov – among
the magazine’s Ten Best Country and
Americana Songs of theWeek. BBC
World News, Billboard and Bluegrass
Today, among others, have featured
them.
The band, made up of Zasloff and
Lindberg, Alan Grubner on violin and
Tim Kiah on bass and vocals, has been
active since 2014 and has toured the
U.S., Canada, Israel, England and Australia. They perform at concert halls,
festivals, workshops, schools, camps
and synagogues.
Sunday, March 7 promises to be
a special afternoon. Rabbi Stephen
Fuchs and members of the congregation look forward to welcoming you.
Mark your calendars and save the date.
Come for a wonderful afternoon of oletime fiddlin’.

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE

TEMPLE BETH EL

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel
(732) 780-2016
www.batyam.org

A major interfaith community event
is back by popular demand! On Sunday, March 7 at 4:00 p.m., Bat Yam
Temple of the Islands invites you to a
once-in-a-lifetime, livestreamed virtual viewing musical event. The stars
of the show are the husband-and-wife
team, Doni Zasloff and Eric Lindberg,
who formed Nefesh Mountain Bluegrass Band in 2014. Joining them will
be Bat Yam Temple of the Islands Cantor Murray Simon, Dr. John Danner of
Sanibel Congregational United Church
of Christ and pianist Abbey Allison.
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands’ annual fundraiser concert has, in previous
years, enjoyed sold-out performances.
This year, because of the pandemic, the

and the lively give-and-take make this
90-minute class absorbing and fly by
too quickly. A prayer for healing and
the Qaddish are recited at the conclusion of each study session.
Intensive weekly at-home Adult
Education classes are at 7:00 p.m.
each Tuesday for an hour. For weekly
reading assignments, email synfree@
comcast.net.
The Rabbi continues to teach
prayerbook Hebrew reading skills online to community young people at no
charge. Email synfree@
comcast.net to make arrangements for your children to learn with him.
Stay current with
C.F.S. events and donate
by visiting www.fortmyers
synagogue.com. The synagogue is an open Jewish community resource
with no membership requirements, dues or other
charges.
Melinda Diamond and Kim Cohen at last year’s
C.F.S. Passover “Let My People Grab and Go”
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spend a Sunday morning!
If it is Purim, can
Passover be far behind?
Passover begins Saturday evening, March 27.
As of the writing of this
column, Temple Judea
has not yet decided about holding an
in-person second-night Seder. If you
are not a member and would like to
know if a Seder will be held, just call
the synagogue office the beginning of
March.
Mark your calendars for Thursday, March 18 at 7:00 p.m. Chaverot
will host a Zoom talk about protecting
your assets from pandemic scans and
threats. Author, lecturer and consultant Carrie Kerskie will lead this presentation. The pandemic has brought
many changes. Just as we have had to
adjust, so too have the bad guys. They
are jumping at the opportunity to take
advantage during the confusion. Fraud
is up. Scams are up. Identity theft is

up. Join this discussion as Ms. Kerskie
explores those threats and tricks, and
gives suggestions for actionable steps
to stop them. There will be time for
questions after her talk. Call the synagogue office to RSVP and to get the
Zoom ID and password for this event.
The community is welcome to participate. Chaverot thanks Temple Judea
member Naomi Bloom for sponsoring
this event.
Chaverot Book Club meets to
discuss Kristin Hannah’s novel, The
Winemaker’s Wife, on Tuesday, March
2 at 7:00 p.m. Contact Leni Sack at
mssack@aol.com for more information.
Lunchtime Torah study with Rabbi
Marc Sack is the first Thursday of each
month at noon, with the next class on
March 4. At this time, the class is held
over Zoom. There is no cost to attend
and all levels of Jewish background are
welcome.
Tab Scribner, Director of Congre-

gational Learning, will lead an interactive and lively Tot Shabbat service
via Zoom on Friday, March 12 at 5:00
p.m. All families with young children
are invited to participate.
Temple Judea members continue
to donate food to the Jewish Federation
Food Pantry and continue to volunteer
at the Harry Chapin Food Bank.
Regularly scheduled events:
• “Like” the Temple Judea Facebook
page to livestream services or call
the office for the Zoom link.
• Friday evening Shabbat services at
6:30 p.m.
• Saturday morning Shabbat services at 9:30 a.m.
• Morning minyan every Monday
at 9:00 a.m.
• Tot Shabbat the second Friday
night of each month at 5:00 p.m.
• Rabbi Sack’s monthly lunchtime
Torah study sessions the first
Thursday of each month

say that singing together is what they miss the
most.
Cape Coral
During the year, we
(239) 772-4555
have considered other
www.templebethshalomcc.org
formats, such as YouTube or Facebook, but
those formats do not allow for memThis month we will mark the first anber participation and we decided that
niversary of becoming a virtual conZoom, with all of its limitations, would
gregation. One year ago, most of us
have to do. We found that member
had never heard of Zoom or seriousinteraction with each other and parly considered having online services.
ticipation in the service were integral
Our first Zoom service was somewhat
components of our online services and
disastrous as we did not know that it
get-togethers. Before and after the serwould not be possible to sing together.
vice, congregants get to catch up with
The result was painful, to say the least.
each other and share events, both hapOne year later, we still have not repy and sad. While we can’t have anysolved that problem and our members

one open the ark, many are happy to
light the Sabbath candles or read a portion of the service.
Members who have moved away
are now back with us online. In an
informal polling of the congregation,
many expressed concern that if we go
back to regular services in the sanctuary, we will lose those members again.
Others have expressed that they like attending services from home, especially
those who no longer drive at night and
those who are still working and always
had to rush out of the house to attend
services.
Of course, there are also members
who are not comfortable with technology and rarely or never attend Zoom

services. We have not forgotten them
and are looking for ways to include
them.
As more and more members get
vaccinated, the possibility of going
back to the sanctuary gets closer. So
we are considering having a hybrid
service, where people can attend either
online or in person. While we still haven’t figured out how we will accomplish that, including as many people as
possible is our highest priority.
After a year of learning new strategies and technologies, we look forward
to figuring out the new challenges of a
hopefully post-Covid future. We invite
you to join us on this new, scary, challenging and, we hope, exciting journey.

books, games and toys.
This is a great way for us
to help the needy while
Fort Myers
getting together safely
(239) 218-3433
and with social distancwww.shalomlifecenter.org
ing while doing a great
mitzvah.
Shalom Life Center is Southwest FlorIn addition to supporting the food
ida’s warm and welcoming home for
pantries at the Jewish Federation of
contemporary Jewish life with a pasLee and Charlotte Counties, The Gulf
sionate commitment to community and
Coast Animal Shelter, Lee County Dospiritual growth where everyone is almestic Animal Services and The Chilnways welcome.
dren’s Network of SWFL, we’ve adde
We hope to safely welcome everyed even more to our already ambitious
-one back into our building for in-perlineup of mitzvahs!
-son services, clubs and special events
Many thanks to David Lenz and
gsoon. In the meantime, we all remain
Judy Rosenberg for coordinating our
dconnected and engaged through LivesHearts and Homes drive to help the
Ctream services and Zoom meetings.
homeless vets in SWFL. And a great
s
We invite the entire community to
big thank you to Rozzie and Eli Berkofdjoin us in person every Friday at 5:00
sky for coordinating our ACT Shelp.m. to drop off donations of canned
ter drive helping victims of domestic
dgoods, pet food & supplies, clothing,
abuse. We are also collecting Jewish
d
n
all the countertops refine
TEMPLE
SHALOM
ished, and the cabinets
, Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands are next. The temple now
has a state-of-the-art ses
(941) 625-2116
curity system thanks to
www.templeshalomfl.com
The Jewish Federation
of Sarasota-Manatee and
n
its security team together with our own
-As most are aware, this is a difficult
Shelly Harris.
.time for all houses of worship. HowevFebruary was most uplifting with
.er, as difficult as times may be, Temple
a talk from Rabbi A. James Rudin,
-Shalom is a busy place. Regarding our
who spoke on the theme “A Different
building, the kitchen has been painted,

and Israel-themed books to bring Yiddishkeit and Jewish light to the Kares
Library in Athens, Alabama, where it
is so very needed. Thank you to all of
the wonderful members of our Jewish
community who continue to support
our outreach week after week. We are
making a difference.
Every Friday at 7:30 p.m. we experience an uplifting, musical and meaningful Livestream Shabbat service. To
join with us, visit www.shalomlifecenter.org and click on SLC TV. Every
Saturday at 10:00 a.m. SLC offers an
interactive and participatory Torah and
Kabbalah study led by Rabbi Lawrence
Dermer with a focus on the relevance
of our timeless traditions and bringing
the ancient wisdom of Torah and Kabbalah into our daily lives.
SLC also has a dynamic Women’s
Circle led by Rebbetzin Robin Dermer
with an emphasis on women’s spiritu-

ality and personal growth.
Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation, Torah study, Women’s Circle Ladies
Night, Game Night, Café Kabbalah,
Health and Wellness Team, Book Club,
Green Team, Yiddish Culture Club,
Genesis Study Group and our Virtual
Oneg Shabbat are taking place in our
SLC Zoom room for the time being. If
you’d like to learn more, please send us
an email or give us a call.
SLC offers many other opportunities to enhance your Jewish life and
learning and further your involvement
in community service while making
friends in a welcoming community.
Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life
Center, where community is family, and prayer is always inspirational,
meaningful and musical. For more information, visit www.shalomlifecenter.
org or email us at info@shalomlifecen
ter.org.

World for the Jew;” a musical Shabbat
service honoring Jewish music month
with Dr. David Katz leading; the lunch
and learn of Jewish Happenings without the lunch. An outdoor reading of
the Megillah is planned for Sunday,
February 28.
Cantor Azi Schwartz will be returning to the Sarasota Opera House
in January 2022. Temple Shalom will
once again sell tickets for this event.
Cantor Azi Schwartz serves the Park

Avenue Synagogue in New York City.
The temple provides bus transportation
from the temple parking lot to the Opera House and back. For information,
call the temple office at 941.625.2116.
A link to our services and programs are
provided by calling the office.
Best wishes from Temple Shalom
and Rabbi Solomon Agin, DD, BCC,
ACPE, AAMFT for a meaningful and
joyous Passover. Stay safe and well.

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers
(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

Chag Purim, Chag Purim! Purim festivities will take place in the new outdoor
social hall (aka parking lot) with celebration of this fun holiday on Thursday, February 25 at 5:30 p.m. There
will be pizza and salad followed by
the reading of the Megillah. Costumes
are encouraged and, of course, there
will be delicious hamantaschen for
dessert.
On Sunday, February 28 from 10:00
a.m. to noon, there will be a Purim Carnival at Temple Judea, sponsored by
Temple Judea and Temple Beth El. The
carnival is open to all in the community. There will be new games, as well
as familiar games, and safety measures
will be followed. What a great way to

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
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Chag
Sameach.
Wishing you and yours a healthy and joyous Passover.

Explore kosher for Passover recipes for your celebration
at publix.com/passover.

