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By Brian Simon, Federation President
Standing out while blending in
“Here in Anatevka, we have traditions 
for everything... How to sleep, how 
to eat... how to work... how to wear 
clothes. For instance, we always keep 
our heads covered and always wear 
a little prayer shawl. This shows our 
constant devotion to God.” – Tevye the 
Dairyman

A few weeks ago, Alan Isaacs 
and I were meeting with Men-
del Gordon, the Chabad rabbi 

at Florida Gulf Coast University. Rab-
bi Gordon men-
tioned being very 
visible on campus 
because of the 
way he dresses. 
I must confess, I 
was a little jealous 
that he could in-
stantly be recog-
nized as Jewish.

I have always 
been proud of being Jewish. Growing 
up in the Midwest, however, there was 
a kind of comfort in being able to blend 
in. Even the name Simon, a surname 
anglicized at Ellis Island, is nonde-
script. On my mother’s side, my uncle 
anglicized the family name out of con-
cern for possible discrimination. 

I have always identified strongly as 
a Jew, and I have also identified strong-
ly as an American. There’s an internal 
conflict between wanting to stand out 
yet fit in.

I’m considering these issues in the 
wake of the recent attacks in New York 
and New Jersey. Is it more important 
now to let everyone see we are Jewish? 
Is it safe? 

Following the attacks, January 
6 was designated Jewish Pride Day. 
A Reddit thread shows a meme play-
ing off the Dos Equis “Most Interest-
ing Man in the World” ad (side note: 

the actor Jonathan Goldsmith actually 
is Jewish). The caption reads, “I don’t 
always wear a kippah, but I will on 
January 6 for Jewish Pride Day. Stay 
visible, achim.” 

Because in the 21st century nothing 
is ever enough, the first comment to the 
thread says, “Every day is Jewish Pride 
Day.”

What is our responsibility to our 
community? How visible should we 
be? 

The other day I wore a yarmulke 
around the house. I wasn’t ready to try 
it in public yet. 

Wearing a yarmulke is kind of 
like wearing a clip-on microphone. At 
times, you forget you have it on. The 
microphone records everything you 
say, whether or not you realize you’re 
being recorded. The yarmulke an-
nounces that you’re Jewish to anyone 
who can see you, whether or not you 
realize everyone can see.

I asked one of my non-Jewish 
friends how she would react if I showed 
up for lunch wearing a yarmulke. 

She made an interesting compari-
son. She’s a dentist, and she doesn’t 
wear her scrubs and equipment when 

she walks around in public even though 
it would be in her business interest to 
advertise her vocation wherever she 
goes. There’s a level of secrecy you 
want until you trust someone enough 
to let them know you. There’s a cer-
tain level of privacy that all of us want 
about the things that make us who we 
are. 

I’m pretty certain that assimila-
tion has been the most important is-
sue American Jews have faced in my 
lifetime. How we have dealt with it so 
far has shaped so much of the experi-
ence of being a Jew in the 21st century. 
We have blended in. Many Jews have 
left the religion. Our shrinking demo-
graphics will be a challenge for the 
next generation. 

This balance between standing out 
as a distinct community while blend-
ing in with the larger population is part 
of the challenge. Standing out is un-
comfortable. I’ve been working on this 
essay for two weeks, and I still can’t 
find the courage to wear a kippah in 
public. What am I afraid of? Wearing a 
yarmulke in public makes me a differ-
ent kind of Jew – not prouder of being 

Jewish Film Festival  
Opening Day Event

Federation’s Senior Lunch 
Bunch update

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
      7  Our Community
   12  Jewish Interest
    19  Israel & the Jewish World
    23  Marketplace
    24  Commentary
    24  From the Bimah
    28  Focus on Youth
    31  Organizations
    33  Temple News
    34  Community Directory

Chava’s Garden dedicated  
at Lee Memorial Park

 
 L’CHAYIM 

Temple Beth El Religious School 
activities

More details on the back page... 

Enjoy the sights, sounds & tastes of Israel 

2

5

10

30

See page 21 for “ Why 2019 
was a record-breaking year 

for Israel’s economy”

 

March 
2020 

 
 
 

 
 
01                   
Closing Day Film 
Fes�val 

16           
Lion of Judah 

25            
Skype the  Author 

31                     
Out & About Films 
Witness Theater 
FSW, Punta Gorda 

May 
2020 
 
 
 
 
03 
IsraelFest         
2020  

13 
Annual       
Mee�ng  
 

 Monthly Programming Forecast 

 

Your Federation team forecasts  
A PERFECT SEASON  

of programming 

     For more information  
visit Jewishfederationlcc.org  

  
  

IIssrraaeellii  FFoollkk  
DDaanncciinngg  
SSuunnddaayyss  

((SSeepptt--AApprr))  

Ongoing activities at the Federation: Mah Jongg * Jewish War Veterans * BBYO 

  
  

MMoonntthhllyy    
SSeenniioorr    
LLUUNNCCHH    
BBUUNNCCHH  

April 
2020 
 
 
 
 
10               
PJ Library            
Passover Party     

19              
Holocaust            
Memorial            
Program 



 22 L' CHAY IM L' CHAY IM MARCH 2020 MARCH 2020 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

L’CHAYIM 

L’CHAYIM invites correspondence on subjects of interest to 
Jewish people. Partisan political opinions will not be published, 
but opinions on subjects affecting the Jewish community are 
welcome. All inquiries regarding copy for L’CHAYIM should be 
directed to the editor. All news material must be very clearly 
printed or typed (not in all-capital letters) and double-spaced. 
Electronic submissions encouraged. The editor reserves the 
right to edit for space and content. 

Photographs should be clear, black-and-white or color 
prints. If you wish a photograph returned, include a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope of appropriate size.

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties  disclaims 
responsibility or endorsement of the views expressed by the 
writers and claims by advertisers.

Jewish news published monthly by
Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties

9701 Commerce Center Court,  Fort Myers, FL 33908
 (239) 481-4449 • Fax: (239) 481-0139

Online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org
n

March 2020 • Volume 42, Number 7
n

President: Brian Simon
Board: Paul Bartrop • Karen Fine • Carolyn Gora 

Jerry Greenfield • Andi Horowitz
Linda Idelson • Marsha Kistler • Sara Krivisky 

Michele Laboda • Rozzi Osterman • Barbara Siegel 
Sylvia Simko • Robert Thomas • Sherri Zucker

Executive Director: Alan Isaacs
Program Director: Debbie Sanford
Executive Assistant: Lori Ramos

Jewish Family Services: Jodi Cohen
n

Editor/Designer: Ted Epstein (239) 249-0699
Advertising: Jim Lewin (239) 634-6923

Aliza Katz (913) 244-7247
Ian Sanford (845) 649-9903

n

APRIL ISSUE  
EDITORIAL DEADLINE:

Thursday, March 5

Grow your business 
with L’CHAYIM.

Reach 4,000 local 
Jewish residents 

through this paper.
For more information  

or to place an ad, call Lori  
at 239.481.4449 x5  
or send an email to  

LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
For a continuously updated calendar of events,  

visit www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

To donate to  
the Federation’s   

Annual Campaign, 
call 239.481.4449  

or visit  
JewishFederationLCC.org

Program notes

We rolled out the red carpet last month to 
thank our 2020 Jewish Film Festival spon-
sors and treated them to dinner and a film 

with partner Captains for Clean Water.
Event chair Andi Horowitz and Film Festival co-

chairs Sara Krivisky and Carolyn Gora helped wel-
come 80 people to the 2020 
Jewish Film Festival of South-
west Florida’s sponsor recep-
tion. In the beautiful new space 
at the Collaboratory in down-
town Fort Myers, sponsors 
celebrated the new film season 
and then screened the film Sus-
tainable Nation. 

Almost two weeks later, 
Golda’s Balcony, The Film and 

a rooftop party at Society Restaurant opened the fes-
tival with two sold-out theaters. I am proud to say we 
filled two theaters for all evening films this year. We 
are growing and that’s fantastic! 

We were so pleased to welcome so many new in-
dividual and corporate sponsors. With the support of 
our sponsors, we are able to bring you those highly 
sought-after films we present each year. A big thank 
you to all of our sponsors and to all who purchased 
tickets to the film festival. When this article is pub-
lished, we will be heading into our closing week and 
our very special Closing Day Event. There may be 
just a few tickets available. If you are interested in 
attending, please call me as soon as possible.

So…what do you have to look forward to?
Our Lion of Judah Dinner will be held on Mon-

day, March 16. 
On Wednesday, March 25, we welcome Rabbi 

n Debbie 
    Sanford

By Debbie Sanford, Program Director
Stephen Fuchs as our guest speaker for our Read the 
Book, Skype (but you get to meet) the Author pro-
gram. The event begins at 6:00 p.m. with dinner from 
our generous sponsor The Bagel Factory. An RSVP is 
required so that we have enough food.

On Tuesday, March 31, Out and About films will 
be at FSW, Punta Gorda Campus to screen the film 
Witness Theater. It is free to attend and I encourage 
you to do so. It is a really great film and at a beautiful 
venue.

I look forward to seeing you at an event.

OOUURR  MMIISSSSIIOONN  

To strengthen and enrich the Jewish  
Community by providing and supporting 
philanthropic, educational and social   
service programs locally, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 
 

OOUURR  VVIISSIIOONN  

A Jewish Community that is based on 
Jewish values such as Tzedakah 
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking     
responsibility for one another). 
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BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS: BEANIE
BACKUS • HAROLD NEWTON • ALFRED HAIR • ETC

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637
24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067
Call Mr. Kodner: 1-561-822-7043
Email Us: Info@BruceKodner.com
Visit us: www.BruceKodner.com

Serving
Indian River,
St Lucie,

Martin, and
Palm Beach
Counties

3rd Generation
Expertise

INSTANT PAYMENT
CALL TODAY

BUYING: INSTANT CASH
HIGHEST PRICES PAID!

ROOKWOOD • B&G
WELLER • DODIE THAYER

MID CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
KPM • SEVRES • MEISSEN ROYAL VIENNA

JUDAICA • SWAROVSKI • HERREND
TIFFANY • DAUM • GALLE • ARTGLASS

BOHEM • ROYAL DOULTON

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE, & TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE • GEORG JENSEN • CARTIER
LALIQUE, WATERFORD, BACCARAT, DAUM, STEUBEN

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL
LIEBER • BIRKIN

$ $
$ $
$ $
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L’CHAYIM is published by the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties www.JewishFederationLCC.org • 239.481.4449

Brian Simon...continued from previous page
Jewish, but maybe bolder than I want to be. 

We all choose the “kind of Jew” we want to be. 
America doesn’t require evidence to prove religious 
identity. That’s an argument we have internally, both 
within our community and within ourselves. 

Rabbi Marc Sack told me, “The real signs of Jew-
ish identity are our behavior, both ethical and ritual. 
When we show up as Jews... we are imitating God 
and bringing God’s presence. I think this is wearing 
our Jewishness on our sleeves as much as wearing a 
kippah on the street.”

The Federation is a “big-tent” version of Judaism. 
Our mission is tikkun olam (Jewish virtue), not hal-
achah (Jewish law). I don’t think one is a substitute 
for the other. I do think Jewish values are important, 
regardless of whether they’re tied to law.

When I was a smart-mouthed kid, I tried to com-
pare being Jewish to being part of a chain letter – bad 
luck befalls those who don’t pass it on. I was missing 
the point. 

Identification is one of the most powerful stages 
of growth. If I go out to run one time, that’s exer-
cise. If I do it again, I’m developing a habit. If I do 
it repeatedly and consistently, I start to identify as a 
runner. Building Jewish identity is a matter of doing 
Jewish things repeatedly. It’s behavior-based. 

The Jewish Federation sponsors Jewish cultural 
events, supports the poor and the elderly in our com-
munity, and advocates for Israel. Please join us in our 
mission. You don’t even have to wear a yarmulke. 
Unless you want to.

Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida Opening Day Event at Society Restaurant
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BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS:
BEANIE BACKUS 

HAROLD NEWTON  •  ALFRED HAIR

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE  &  TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE  •  GEORG JENSEN  •  CARTIER  •  REED & BARTON  
WALLACE  •  BUCCELLATI  •  KIRK  •  STEIFF  •   INTERNATIONAL 
  LALIQUE  •  WATERFORD  •  BACCARATI  •  DAUM   •   STEUBEN

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  •  TAPESTRIES  •  MOSAICS 
CLOCKS  •  TIFFANY  •  STEUBEN  •  ART GLASS 

ALL MODERN & ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 
AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY  •  PIANOS  •  BIRD BOXES 
RUSSIAN ENAMEL  •  OIL PAINTINGS  •  OBJECTS D’ART 

COPENHAGEN  •  HUMMELS  •  ROYAL DOULTON  •  ROOKWOOD

ORIENTAL RUGS  •  CHANDELIERS  •  SCONCES 
ORIENTAL FURNITURE  •  JADE  •  CORAL  •  SILVER  •  PAINTINGS 

KPM  •  MEISSEN  •  SEVRES • ROYAL VIENNA  •  TEPLITZ 
ERTE  •  BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS  •  FREDERICK HART

3rd Generation Expertise Worldwide 
International Exposure 

INSTANT PAYMENT 
CALL TODAY

   Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637 
     24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067

Visit Us:  www.BruceKodner.com
Email Us:  Info@BruceKodner.com

Serving  
Sarasota, Manatee,  

Lee and Charlotte Counties
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BUYING! HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY  •  WATCHES  •  ANTIQUES  •  ART OBJECTS  •  OIL PAINTINGS

GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

GOLD & SILVER COINS PAPER CURRENCY
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT — HIGHEST PRICES PAID

      14kt • 18kt •  22kt GOLD
  3rd Generation Expertise  •  Call Today

DIAMONDS  •  SAPPHIRES  •  RUBIES  •  EMERALDS

Rolex • Cartier  • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari  &  all  Wrist and Pocket Watches 
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard 

Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol • Calder  • Miró • George Nelson • Le Pho • Peter Max 
Paul Evans • Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

Diamonds ROLEX Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver Patek Philippe Chihuly Glass Jade Statues Picasso Pottery Russian Enamel Handbags

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL 
LIEBER • BIRKIN • GUCCI

SAME DAY SERVICE. CALL TODAY!
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
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BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS: BEANIE
BACKUS • HAROLD NEWTON • ALFRED HAIR • ETC

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637
24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067
Call Mr. Kodner: 1-561-822-7043
Email Us: Info@BruceKodner.com
Visit us: www.BruceKodner.com

Serving
Indian River,
St Lucie,

Martin, and
Palm Beach
Counties

3rd Generation
Expertise

INSTANT PAYMENT
CALL TODAY

BUYING: INSTANT CASH
HIGHEST PRICES PAID!

ROOKWOOD • B&G
WELLER • DODIE THAYER

MID CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
KPM • SEVRES • MEISSEN ROYAL VIENNA

JUDAICA • SWAROVSKI • HERREND
TIFFANY • DAUM • GALLE • ARTGLASS

BOHEM • ROYAL DOULTON

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE, & TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE • GEORG JENSEN • CARTIER
LALIQUE, WATERFORD, BACCARAT, DAUM, STEUBEN

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL
LIEBER • BIRKIN

$ $
$ $
$ $

OUR FEDERATIONOUR FEDERATION

www.JewishFederationLCC.org • 239.481.4449
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator

Photos courtesy of Helene Glocer
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    INDIGENT FUND / MARCIA CAN HELP 
 

    FOOD PANTRY 

Temple Beth El 
Temple Judea 
Shalom Dancers 
Mellow Mah Jongg  
Boni Raitt 
Barb & Harvey Charter 
Publix 
Betty & Jim Rubenstein 
Victor Gold 

Brian & Mindi Simon 
Roz Shraiar 
Mike & Cheryl Goldstein 
Jay & Linda Scott 
Bernie Perlstein 
Jerry Wadro 
Leon Goldstein 
Shalom Life Center 

Marty & Judy Freling 
Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Jeffrey A. Zenn 

Tammy & Michael Rochman 
Gene & Andrea Sipe 
Pelican Preserve 

   

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS 
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent  

Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us.  

 
 

    Anonymous 
    Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help 
    Jackie & Alan Cadkin 
    Naomi Bloom & Ron Wallace  
    Sherri & Ira Zucker 
    Toni & Stuart Morgenstein 
    Karin Fine 
    Shalom Dancers 
    Barbara & Earl Magdovitz 
    Mellow Mah Jongg 

The Jewish Federation loves our 
GENEROUS DONORS 

Jewishfederationlcc.org 
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Individual life coaching and support services. 
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Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency financial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Services 
Support families of children with special needs. 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal coopera�on and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

�e�is� Community �oun�a�on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term financial base of 
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In honor of Robert Vinikoor

from Jeffrey A. Zenn

In honor of Karin Fine
from Diane & Larry Seidenstein

In memory of Shirley Newman
from Diane & Larry Seidenstein

In memory of David Jaffe
from Ginny Gioia

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your Tributes.  
Please send them to Lori Ramos  

at the Federation at loriramos@jfedlcc.org. 

Read the current and previous editions of L’CHAYIM online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Senior Lunch Bunch update

It was great to be back at Temple 
Beth Shalom for our January lun-
cheon. A heartfelt thank you to 

Rabbi Devora Buchen and all the TBS 
volunteers who 
greeted us warm-
ly and helped 
the mighty Fed-
eration volunteers 
make the lunch 
flow smoothly. 
We also thank our 
community res-
taurant partners, 

Jason’s Deli and Domino’s Pizza, for 
the delicious food.

I watched Rabbi Buchen say hel-
lo, greet and hug every single person 
at the luncheon and it was like watch-
ing a great big ‘allemande left’ of love. 
After lunch, Helene Glocer led a group 
discussion about those who have un-
covered their ancestors via some of 
the DNA testing companies out there. 

We heard some great stories from great 
storytellers. What better way to get to 
know each other than by hearing where 
we come from?

The Federation’s free monthly 
Senior Lunch Bunch is a chance for 
Jewish seniors to get together once a 
month to eat a little something, learn a 
little something and make new friends. 
Whether you’ve been here for years 
or are new to the community, there is  
always room at the table for YOU!

n Jodi Cohen

NEXT SENIOR LUNCH BUNCH:
Thursday, March 19 at 12:30 p.m.
Discovery Village - Independent Living Building  
2619 Forum Blvd., Fort Myers
RSVP by Friday, March 13 to Jodi Cohen at
239.481.4449 x2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org

Photos courtesy of Helene Glocer

OUR FEDERATIONOUR FEDERATION

                   

MMAAKKEE  AA  TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTT  
  

AA  ttrriibbuuttee  iiss  aa  tthhoouugghhttffuull  ggiifftt  hhoonnoorriinngg  aa  
ssppeecciiaall  ooccccaassiioonn  ,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  bbiirrtthhddaayyss,,  
aannnniivveerrssaarryy''ss,,  pprroommoottiioonnss,,  bbaarr//bbaatt  
mmiittzzvvaahh,,  oorr  ttoo  eexxpprreessss  ssyymmppaatthhyy. 

Honoring a special person 
 
 
 

through a tribute gift to the Jewish Family Services of Lee &   
Charlotte Counties is a wonderful way to recognize a simcha 
(happy occasion) or remember a loved one. Not only does your 
gift show your family and friends that you care, it goes to work 
helping Jews in need and building vibrant communities locally, 
in Israel and around the world. 

 Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
 Births 
 Confirmations 
 Get well wishes 
 Job promotions 

 Loss of a loved one 
 New homes 
 Weddings 
 and much more 

A personalized Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
tribute card will be sent to the honoree or bereaved on your     
behalf, reflecting a personal message if you wish.   

MMAAKKEE  AA  TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTT    

visit our website at jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials 

 
 
 

 

                   

MMAAKKEE  AA  TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTT  
  

AA  ttrriibbuuttee  iiss  aa  tthhoouugghhttffuull  ggiifftt  hhoonnoorriinngg  aa  
ssppeecciiaall  ooccccaassiioonn  ,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  bbiirrtthhddaayyss,,  
aannnniivveerrssaarryy''ss,,  pprroommoottiioonnss,,  bbaarr//bbaatt  
mmiittzzvvaahh,,  oorr  ttoo  eexxpprreessss  ssyymmppaatthhyy. 

Honoring a special person 
 
 
 

through a tribute gift to the Jewish Family Services of Lee &   
Charlotte Counties is a wonderful way to recognize a simcha 
(happy occasion) or remember a loved one. Not only does your 
gift show your family and friends that you care, it goes to work 
helping Jews in need and building vibrant communities locally, 
in Israel and around the world. 

 Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
 Births 
 Confirmations 
 Get well wishes 
 Job promotions 

 Loss of a loved one 
 New homes 
 Weddings 
 and much more 

A personalized Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
tribute card will be sent to the honoree or bereaved on your     
behalf, reflecting a personal message if you wish.   

MMAAKKEE  AA  TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTT    

visit our website at jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials 

 
 
 

 

Local �e�is� E�uca�on an� Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�on, Jewish genealogy,  Israeli folk       
dancing, social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local, na�onal and interna�onal Jewish issues.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint �istribu�on Commi�ee �J�C� for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in ���         
countries around the world. 

Partnership ��ether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and sociali�a�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency financial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Services 
Support families of children with special needs. 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal coopera�on and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

�e�is� Community �oun�a�on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term financial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

��� ��� ������ ���������� �� L�� � C�������� C������� S����� 

Local �e�is� E�uca�on an� Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�on, Jewish genealogy,  Israeli folk       
dancing, social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local, na�onal and interna�onal Jewish issues.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint �istribu�on Commi�ee �J�C� for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in ���         
countries around the world. 

Partnership ��ether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and sociali�a�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency financial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Services 
Support families of children with special needs. 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal coopera�on and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

�e�is� Community �oun�a�on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term financial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

��� ��� ������ ���������� �� L�� � C�������� C������� S����� 

Stay in touch throughout the month. 
Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information 
on upcoming community 
events and cultural activities, 
breaking news, updates from 
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

3rd Annual HotWorks.org

Naples Fine Art Show™

March 28 & 29, 2020
At Naples Italian-American Club, Naples, FL 

Professionally Juried Fine Art & Fine Craft Show
At Naples Italian-American Club, 7035 Airport Pulling Rd., Naples, FL 34109

All Art is Original, Personally Handmade & for Sale by the Artist Present at the Show
     Sat, Mar 28 & Sun, Mar 29 ~ 10am-5pm Daily ~ Free Admission with Optional $5 Donation Supports

Plus! Call for Entries ~  Budding Artist Competition – Grades 6-12 or ages 9-19 ~ more info www.hotworks.org

See Art, Love Art, Buy Art!™ 

www.hotworks.org   Facebook.com/HotWorksArtShows   Instagram @HotWorksArtShows   

Belisario Manrique, Painting

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers,  
committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

OUR FEDERATIONOUR FEDERATION

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

As you know, the Jewish Feder-
ation provides food and emer-
gency assistance to anyone 

living in Lee and Charlotte counties, 
regardless of their religion or back-
ground.

In February we had a visit from 
Molly Chipman, the Emergency Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP) Coordi-
nator at the Harry Chapin Food Bank. 
She wanted to see our pantry and my 
food handling license, and asked if we 

needed anything. I was proud of the 
abundant food pantry donations that 
volunteer Doreen Kostel was putting 
away when Molly walked in. I showed 
Molly our food pantry and storeroom, 
and told her what we put in each bag. 
She was impressed with the amount of 
food we provide in each bag, as well 
as the toiletries that we give clients. 
I told her that we have clients who 
come from Lehigh because we are able 
to offer toilet paper, soap, shampoo, 

toothpaste and even feminine hygiene 
products, due to Cycle Forward, run by 
Barbara Gribin and Suzanne Orkin.

Molly and I discussed who is eli-
gible to receive food and emergency 
assistance from the Federation and 
how the word “Jewish” leads people to 
think that we only provide support to 
people who are Jewish. Not so! I talked 
about how people hear about the Fed-
eration services from United Way, Vet-
erans Affairs and even DaVita Dialysis, 
where we have helped two clients who 
received treatment for kidney failure.

Due to your generosity of the Mar-
cia Can Help Fund, the Federation was 
able to help clients with FPL payments, 
partial rent payments, and gift cards for 

food and gas in January. People are al-
ways appreciative of gift cards for Pub-
lix or Walmart. When I offer someone 
a gift card for gas, he or she is always 
surprised and overwhelmed with grati-
tude.

Temple Judea held a food drive 
through its religious school in Janu-
ary. The lively and lovely folks in the 
photo delivered a ton of food as well 
as supplies for the Senior Lunch Bunch 
program. The Federation is grateful for 
their support of the food pantry.

The Federation distributed food to 
59 people from 14 households in Janu-
ary. Our small but mighty food pantry 
is kept clean and running smoothly by 
our dedicated volunteers: Mary Beth 

Mandelkorn, Laurie Mc-
Conville, Karen Whitman, 
Barbara Gribin, Suzanne 
Orkin, Donna Cotler, Ju-
dith Yevick and Doreen 
Kostel. 

Thank you for all that 
you do to enable the Fed-
eration to support those in 
need in our community. 
You should feel proud of 
the people who have food, 
lights, water and support 
as a result of your gifts. 
(Not that I should tell you 
how to feel.) Your giving is 
making a substantial differ-
ence in our own particular 
corner of the universe.

Specializing in  
 outpatient hip and  
 knee replacement

Thank you to these folks who delivered a ton of food 
as well as supplies for the Senior Lunch Bunch program

“Our greatest marker of success is  
the client’s wholehearted trust
and confi dence in us.”
Weinstein Wilkes Financial Group
Raymond James Financial 
Services, Inc.

13720 Six Mile Cypress Parkway #1, Fort Myers, FL 33912
239-768-1490 • 888-768-1490 • raymondjames.com/weinsteinwilkes
Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, 
Inc. Weinstein Wilkes Financial Group is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of 

Raymond James Financial Services.

This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support 
of our advertisers. Please be sure to use their products and services, 
and mention that you found them in L’CHAYIM.
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Please contact: debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org or 
239.481.4449 x4 

Volunteer and                 
Committee Member  

Information Sessions 
 Tuesday, March 17th, 11:00 A.M.  

 Wednesday, March 25th, 5:30 P.M. 

Jewish Federation Office ~9701 Commerce Center Ct. ~ Fort Myers 

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business  

to a POWERFUL demographic  
and reach 4,000 readers  

each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

Please support our advertisers. They help make L’CHAYIM possible.
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

n Susan
    Suarez

OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY

AS SEENON TV

Homemaker/Companion Services

Personally Matched Caregivers, Prepare Meals, Light 
House Tasks,  Laundry & Linens, Shopping & Errands, 

Take to Appointments/Events, Social Interaction, Advocate 
Service, From a Few Hours to 24-Hour Care & More!

Personal Care & Nurse Services

Post Surgery or Hospital Stay Care, Mobility Help, ADL’s, 
Baths, Dressing, Personal Hygiene, Special Needs Care, 

Medication Management, Up to 24-Hour Care, Much More!

Providing exceptional care that makes 
senior’s lives better and happier!

Free Consultation. It’s easy …
Call us at (239) 243-8555

SeniorcareSouthwestFlorida.com

©2019 Each office is independently owned and operated. License HCS #232083, HHA # 299994663

Thank you to all who made Tri-
umph 2020 such a successful 
event! We were so pleased Dr. 

Ruth Westheimer joined us as guest 
speaker. Those who knew her only as a 

media personality 
were astounded by 
her full story as a 
Holocaust Survi-
vor. An only child, 
she saw the pro-
found impact on 
her family of the 
growing violence 
and anti-Semitism 
in Germany. She 

witnessed her father’s arrest and never 
saw him again. Her mother and grand-
mother made the difficult decision to 
send Ruth alone to safety while there 
was still time. She traveled on a Kinder-
transport to Switzerland and lived in 
an orphanage. When the war ended, 
the now-teenaged Ruth truly was an 

orphan with nowhere to go. While she 
was left to face the world alone, she was 
also gifted with a keen intellect and the 
outsized determination to survive. The 
rest, as they say, is history. Thank you, 
Dr. Ruth, for sharing your story with us. 
Proceeds from the event benefited the 
Museum’s education programs.

Since the start of 2020, the Mu-
seum’s calendar has been full – special 
events, Survivor presentations, student 
groups, lectures, films and group tours. 
Many thanks to our volunteers, who 
have helped us serve ever increasing 
numbers of visitors and students. 

March will continue the trend. Pine 
Ridge Middle School will be here for a 
week-long series of education programs. 
Our “Pop Up” Museum program contin-
ues to grow, with additional installations 
planned this month. This year’s Elliott 
Katz Lecture Series has two remaining 
sessions on Thursdays, March 5 and 
March 19. Only a few seats remain for 

each, so don’t delay if you’d like to at-
tend. Tickets are $35 and are available 
only on the Museum’s website. 

There was great support for the 
recent two-part lecture series presented 
by Museum Docent and Education Vol-
unteer Dr. Stuart Mest. The subject was 
“Eugenics, Experiments, Ethics: Nazi 
Germany, Japan and the United States.” 
Part 1 covered The Physicians Trial at 
Nuremberg; Review of the experiments 
performed by the Nazi physicians in 
the Concentration Camps; Nuremberg 
Code, and Informed Consent Discus-
sion. Part 2 dealt with Japanese Physi-
cian experiments on Prisoners; Tokyo 
War Crimes Trial; U.S. Medical Experi-
ments involving humans around WWII; 
Overview of The Eugenics Movement. 
A future repeat offering of the series is 
being considered.

Our “season” hours of operation 
continue through April 30: 12:30 to 
5:00 p.m. on Tuesdays through Fridays, 

with tours at 1:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.; 
Saturdays and Sunday from 1:00 to 4:00 
p.m. with a 1:30 p.m. tour. 

Stop by before the end of this month 
to see the special exhibit “Resistance Art 
& Propaganda in Nazi-Occupied Hol-
land” in the Estelle and Stuart Price Gal-
lery. It was created by the Anne Frank 
House in Amsterdam and is distributed 
in North America by the Anne Frank 
Center for Mutual Respect in New York 
(www.annefrank.com), which provided 
us with a variety of original lithographs, 
woodcut prints and propaganda posters. 
The exhibit will be on display through 
Tuesday, March 31.

For information on the many ways 
you can support the Museum’s mission 
to teach the lessons of the Holocaust to 
inspire action against bigotry, hatred and 
violence, please contact me at Susan@
HMCEC.org or call 239.263.9200.  
I hope to see you at the Museum!

Dr. Talbot Spivak Holocaust Memorial Week at FSW
By Steven Bianco, Sara Gottwalles and Rob Manauis, Co-Chairs of FSW Dr. Talbot Spivak Holocaust Memorial Committee

Florida SouthWestern State Col-
lege (FSW) will observe the 
24th Annual Dr. Talbot Spivak 

Holocaust Memorial Week, March 23-
27, with a series of events. This year’s 
theme, “Camp Liberation: 75 Years 
On,” will focus on camp liberation 75 
years ago.

The mission of the Dr. Talbot Spi-
vak Holocaust Memorial Week at FSW 
is to educate students and the com-
munity about the Holocaust, to honor 
its victims and survivors, to cultivate 
tolerance and to promote awareness of 
modern-day genocide in support of the 
world’s promise of “Never Again.”

A major feature of the Holocaust 

Memorial Week at FSW continues to 
be firsthand commentary by Holo-
caust survivors. Our local community 
has been blessed to have a number of 
residents who are Holocaust survivors 
and are willing to share their personal 
Holocaust experiences with students 
and the community. All of the survivor 
stories help our students realize how 
tragic the Holocaust was and to put a 
face to the victims. Once again, we will 
host a Round Table Luncheon where 
survivors are able to talk to students in a 
more intimate setting to tell their stories. 
This is a unique opportunity to meet 
and get to know our local Holocaust  
survivors. 

We are honored to offer several ses-
sions with guest speakers. Sessions will 
include presentations by FSW faculty 
members and Dr. Paul Bartrop, Director 
of the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research, and Professor of History, 
Florida Gulf Coast University. The FSW 
Writing Center’s Book Club will hold a 
book discussion on Elie Wiesel’s Night 
Trilogy. 

Gulfshore Playhouse will present 
the play In Flight: The Story of Sabine 
Van Dam. Sabine shared her story 
with FSW students many times over 
the years. Sadly, she passed away in 
November 2018. The Holocaust Memo-
rial Committee is honored to be able to 

share her story with this production on 
Thursday, March 26 at 6:00 p.m. on the 
FSW Thomas Edison Campus in the 
Rush Auditorium J-103. 

The FSW Holocaust Memorial 
Committee would like to thank the Ho-
locaust Museum & Cohen Education 
Center, the Kenneth and Mary Ruth 
Stegman Endowed Chair, FSW Foun-
dation, Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlotte Counties, and FSW Student 
Engagement for their continued support. 
Visit https://www.FSW.edu/holocaust 
for more detailed event information 
and to access archived videos from our 
Holocaust survivors.

“Our greatest marker of success is  
the client’s wholehearted trust
and confi dence in us.”
Weinstein Wilkes Financial Group
Raymond James Financial 
Services, Inc.

13720 Six Mile Cypress Parkway #1, Fort Myers, FL 33912
239-768-1490 • 888-768-1490 • raymondjames.com/weinsteinwilkes
Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, 
Inc. Weinstein Wilkes Financial Group is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of 

Raymond James Financial Services.

You have your own fitness goals, 
dietary preferences or restrictions 

and we can help feed them, every day.

Fort Myers / 13550 Reflections Pkwy. / 239-590-9994
16451 Corporate Commerce Way / 239-466-3354
Port Charlotte / US Hwy. 41 & 776 / 941-235-3354
Sarasota / 5231 University Pkwy. / 941-351-5999

Cape Coral / 2311 Santa Barbara Blvd. / 239-458-8700
Naples / 2700  Immokalee Rd. / 239-593-9499

jasonsdeli.com

Food for All!

It’s a family thing.TM

Spinach Veggie Wrap

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business  

to a POWERFUL demographic  
and reach 4,000 readers  

each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

Please support our advertisers. They help make L’CHAYIM possible. Save the date for Israelfest: Sunday, May 3 from 2-5pm! See the back page for more info.
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“Three Cantors and a Pastor” concert
A major interfaith community 

event is back by popular de-
mand! On Sunday March 1, be-

ginning at 4:00 p.m., Bat Yam Temple 
of the Islands will have another memo-
rable musical program that will include 
liturgical music, light classics, pop 
songs, Broadway songs and sing-a-
longs. This free concert will be held at 
Sanibel Congregational United Church 
of Christ, 2050 Periwinkle Way.

The performers will be led by Bat 
Yam’s Cantor Murray Simon, who will 

once again be joined by Pastor John 
Danner of SCUCC and Cantor Eliza-
beth Shammash of Tiferet Bet Israel, 
Blue Bell, Pennsylvania. Also perform-
ing for the first time will be Cantor Ra-
chel Brook of Park Avenue Synagogue 
in New York.

The three cantors and the pastor 
who will perform solos, duets and en-
sembles, will be accompanied by two 
pianists, Abbey Allison and Toby Si-
mon, as well as other musicians to en-
hance the program.

Similar to last year, a reception will 
follow the concert, giving concertgoers 
an opportunity to mingle and socialize 
with each other and the performers.

Last year, “Three Cantors and a 
Pastor” played to a packed house so 
plan to arrive early. There are no tick-
ets of admission but there will be a love 
offering, and sponsorship opportunities 
are being offered that include priority 
seating at the event and acknowledg-
ment in the program booklet. Spon-
sorships available: Bronze ($50-$99), 

Silver ($100-$249), Gold ($250-$499) 
Platinum ($500-$999) and our special 
Premier Platinum Level ($1,000 and 
above.) Sponsorship checks can be 
mailed to Bat Yam, Temple of the Is-
lands, P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957. 
For more information, please email 
jfadler@aol.com.

Mark your calendars and save the 
date March 1 for a wonderful after-
noon of fabulous music and interfaith 
fellowship.
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Help package and deliver 250 holiday gift bags that 
will be distributed to seniors throughout Lee and  

Charlotte Counties.   

Tuesday, 3/17 at 10:00 AM  
Contact Debbie @ 239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

250 

Community Free Synagogue events and programs
C.F.S. Purim “Brown Bag 
Movie Night”
The Community Free Synagogue will 
have a special Purim edition of its 
very popular monthly “Brown Bag 
Movie Night” starting at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 11 
in its Community Hall, 
10868 Metro Parkway, 
Fort Myers. Join us 
for a screening of Jojo 
Rabbit, starring Scar-
lett Johansson and Sam 
Rockwell.

Nominated for 
Best Picture and winner 
of Academy Award for 
Best Adapted Screen-
play, this surreal serio-
comedy uses a unique 
style to portray the moral evolution of 
a young adolescent from a thoroughly 
indoctrinated Hitler Youth to a heroic 
protector of a hidden Jewish girl during 
the final days of the Third Reich.

Pack a dinner. Admission and soft 
drinks are free.

C.F.S. Humentaschen Workshop
The Community Free Synagogue will 
offer its annual Humentaschen Work-
shop starting at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, 
March 8 at 10868 Metro Parkway, Fort 
Myers. I will be conducted by master 

bakers Jayne Furster 
and Joyce Rose, along 
with Shelly and Jerry 
Gershune of the Sushan 
Culinary Institute.

Although European 
Purim pastries can be 
traced as far back as me-
dieval Italian “Orecchie 
di Haman” and Ger-
man “HamensOhren” 
(Haman’s Ears), to-
day’s Humentasch has 
its roots in the German 

“MohnTaschen,” a poppy-filled trian-
gular pastry pocket. “Mohn” (German 
for poppy) sounded close enough the 
Purim’s villain Haman (“Hummen” in 
Yiddish) to adopt it as a holiday treat 
throughout the Ashkenazi communi-
ties of Northern Europe.

Eliezer ben Yehudah, the father of 
modern Israel Hebrew, decided these 
treats should be called “Ozney Ha-
man” (Haman’s Ears), a throwback 
to the medieval name. Although Sep-
hardic Jews enjoy a different type of 
fried dough cookie known as “Fijules” 
or “Deblas,” in Israel, Ozney Haman/
Humentaschen have become standard 
Purim fare as they are throughout the 
Jewish Diaspora.

While poppy and prune fillings are 
traditional, today’s Humentasch can be 
stuffed with any sweet filling the baker 
chooses. Jayne and Shelly will provide 
dough ready for rolling and cutting, but 
participants are encouraged to bring 
the fillings of their choice.

This workshop, like all Commu-
nity Free Synagogue events, is free and 
open to all.

On December 22, members 
of the Shalom Dancers 
ventured south to Boni-

ta Springs to entertain at Village 
Walk’s Hanukkah dinner. Included 
in our repertoire were: “Nadlik 
Be’Yachad Ner” (Light a Candle), 
Israel’s 2002 Eurovision’s entry, 
and “Israel Sheli,” written for Is-
rael’s 70th birthday. Following our 
performance, we invited the diners 
to join us in learning and dancing 
to “Zemer Atik” and “Hallelujah.” 
A good time was had by all!

Shalom Dancers: On the road again

Morty & Betsy Dougatz, Marsha Kistler, Richard Eddy, 
Aki Klein, Janet Yael Vazquez

Follow the Federation at www.facebook.com/JewishFederationLCC
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Discover the Perfect Setting for Your 
Retirement in Southwest Florida

Location. Location. 
Shell Point.

 
EXPLORE SHELL POINT TODAY!

ATTEND A DISCOVERY SEMINAR | 9:30 A.M. EVERY TUESDAY OR WEDNESDAY

 March 3 &4  March 10 & 11  March 17 & 18  March 24 & 25  March 31 

EXPLORE TODAY!  Call (239) 529-4749 or 1-800-780-1131 or visit www.shellpoint.org
Shell Point is located in Fort Myers on the banks of the Caloosahatchee River just 2 miles from the Islands of Sanibel and Captiva. 

Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc. ©2019 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-4077-20

Unparalleled setting. Unparalleled lifestyle.™

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

®

Michael and Tanya Hochschild
(Parkwood)

Everyone is So Happy Here
We followed Sanibel friends to Shell Point and it 
was an easy transition because in turn, many of our 
Sanibel friends followed us here. It’s a joy being 
around so many likeminded people, everyone loves 
it here. You’ll either find us on the golf course, 
boating, having coffee with friends or soaking up all 
the beautiful nature that surrounds us!

‘‘ ‘‘

Silver ($100-$249), Gold ($250-$499) 
Platinum ($500-$999) and our special 
Premier Platinum Level ($1,000 and 
above.) Sponsorship checks can be 
mailed to Bat Yam, Temple of the Is-
lands, P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957. 
For more information, please email 
jfadler@aol.com.

Mark your calendars and save the 
date March 1 for a wonderful after-
noon of fabulous music and interfaith 
fellowship.

Acknowledgments will continue in subsequent issues for those contributions that arrive after this issue’s deadline.

“Thank you” to the following supporters of  L’CHAYIM for their contributions  
to help underwrite the cost of bringing news of the local, national  

and international Jewish community to your mailbox every month!

The next Senior Lunch Bunch is on March 19. See the article on page 5.
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Chava’s Garden dedicated at Lee Memorial Park
By Bernadette LaPaglia

It is a pastoral place, the one cho-
sen at Lee Memorial Park by Rabbi 
Yitzchok Minkowicz to provide a 

final resting place for the Jewish com-
munity of Southwest Florida. The ex-
pansive atmosphere holds a stillness 
not found in the other places that he 
considered. 

“We started looking for grounds to 
consecrate about two years ago when 
I began talking with Seth,” Rabbi 
Minkowicz said, referring to GM Seth 
Minso. “It’s a beautiful place here at 
Hodges.”

Rabbi Minkowicz is confident that 
people will experience the peace and 
relaxation that abounds here. 

The selected property, which cur-
rently accommodates 89 sites, holds 
100 additional sites for future need. 

“It is open to anyone, as long as 
they are Jewish,” Rabbi Minkowicz 
clarified. “Many people come to me 

and say ‘I want to die like a Jew.’ This 
is very common. When we are born, 
we cleave to God. And when we die, 
we cleave to God.” 

The Consecration, performed last 
month by Chabad Lubavitch of South-
west Florida under the leadership of 
Shliach Rabbi Minkowicz, was pre-
ceded by an all-day fast. Described 
as ‘an Uncommon Mitzvah,’ Rabbi 
Minkowicz was joined by four addi-
tional Schluchim of Southwest Florida 
who gathered to perform the ancient 
rituals: Rabbi Fishel Zaklos, Chabad 
of Naples; Rabbi Mendel Gordon, 
Chabad of FGCU; Rabbi Simon Jacob-
son, Chabad of Charlotte County; and 
Rabbi Sholom Schmerling, Chabad of 
Venice and North Port. 

Joining the Shluchim was Rabbi 
Jay Lyons, Director of the Florida Re-
gion of the National Association of 
Chevra Kadisha. 

The Consecration included a for-
mal encircling of the chosen site seven 
times. At the completion of each en-
circlement, a charitable gift was pre-
sented. 

The cemetery was dedicated by Dr. 
James and Betty Rubenstein in mem-
ory of Betty’s mother, Evelyn Rabi-
nowitz. Befittingly, it has been named 
“Chava’s Garden.”

Additional guests joining the Ru-
bensteins from the Southwest Flor-
ida Jewish community included the 
Chabad Lubavitch community and 
Taryn Sasser, who leads the Ladies’ 
Chevra Kadisha.

“This initiative is unprecedented,” 
commented Alan Isaacs, Executive Di-
rector of the Jewish Federation of Lee 

and Charlotte Counties. 
In partnership with Hodges Fu-

neral Home at Lee Memorial Park, a 
community-wide dedication in cele-
bration of Chava’s Garden is scheduled 
for Sunday, March 29 at 3:00 p.m. An 
RSVP to 239.334.4880 is requested but 
not required.

“This is a unique opportunity for 
the Jewish community to come and 

participate in the dedication, to pay 
homage and enjoy being together,” 
Minso said. 

For information about Chava’s 
Garden, please feel free to reach out to 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Flor-
ida, or Hodges Funeral Home at Lee 
Memorial Park, 12777 State Highway 
82F, Fort Myers, FL 33913.

The two pillars seen here designate the entrance to Chava’s Garden  
and will soon be enhanced with a stone covering and a steel gate

Seth Minso, GM at Lee Memorial Park, indicates the breadth of Chava’s Garden  
under the approving eye of Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz

Temple Beth El Mitzvah Day

It Matters to Us...
That you love where That you love where 
you live. you live. 

At American House, we offer maintenance-free living 
at its finest. Our resort-style community features 
spacious apartments with a variety of amenities and 
services. Residents enjoy chef-prepared meals, weekly 
housekeeping, salon and barber shop services, well-
appointed fitness center and so much more.

Stop in or call to schedule your tour today!

19-FTM-4749

Assisted Living | Memory Care

 Fort Myers

(844) 215-0662

AmericanHouse.com

 ALF#  13171

Temple Beth El Mitzvah Day projects

Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts. Send an email to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
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Hot Works Fine Art Show 
in Naples on March 28-29
Renowned organizer Hot Works 

Fine Art & Fine Craft Shows 
brings the third Naples Fine 

Art Show, on March 28 & 29, to the 
Naples Italian-American Club located 
on the corner of Orange Blossom and 
Airport-Pulling Roads. Two of the art-
ists whose work will be prominently 
featured are Joan Michlin and Skip  
Ennis of Sarasota. 

All designs shown in the photos are 
collaboratively created by Joan Michlin 
and Skip Ennis, a husband-wife team 
working together since meeting in art 
school in 1976. Working in precious 
metals since 1980, they have been on 
the cutting edge of the art jewelry scene 

ever since, with work in several museum 
collections as well as numerous galler-
ies and private collections. All aspects 
of the design and execution are done 
as a team.

“As artists, says Joan, “we channel 
our experiences and interaction with our 
environment into our own iconography 
and jewelry. We try to express our fas-
cination with light, energy and powerful 
form by using nature’s finest elements 
to produce a collection of jewelry that 
sings with the same excitement we feel.”

Such diverse themes as architecture, 
the Art Deco movement, nature in her 
myriad forms, and flight are continually 
explored on the sketchbook page. Study 
models are developed, gemstones are se-
lected, and after much thought and care, 

the final design is created. The utmost 
care is employed in every phase of the 
jewelry-making process and is reflected 
in the workmanship and materials of 
each piece.

The Art Boxes depicted are sterling 
silver boxes between three and four 
inches tall, and feature their own jewelry 
designs which wrap around and embel-
lish the tops. Top elements are generally 
stickpins, and the wraparound elements 
are bracelets or necklaces. On some 
designs, a single earring will appear as 
a decorative element on the exterior of 
the box, with the other earring hiding  

inside. Collectors are encouraged to 
“think outside the box,” and enjoy wear-
ing the pieces out, then hanging them 
back up for display as an art object. 

The jewelry elements consist of 
14K and 22K gold, diamonds, Boulder 
Opals, lapis, numerous colored semi-
precious and exotic gems, and pearls. 
Some boxes also feature hand-carved 
onyx, lapis, lazuli sugilite, various 
gemstones and other carved stone as 
architectural elements. The techniques 
include casting, construction, fabrica-
tion and lapidary. 

Meet Joan, Skip and 75 other juried 
artists at Hot Works’ Naples Fine Art 
Show on Saturday & Sunday, March 28 
& 29, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m daily. 
All discipline is original and personally 
handmade by the artist who is present 
at the show. All art is for sale including 
paintings, sculpture, clay, glass, fiber, 
wood, jewelry, photography and more. 
There is something for everyone, in all 

price ranges. Professional Artist Awards 
totaling $1,500 is distributed on Satur-
day at 3:00 p.m.

Admission is free, but an optional 
$5 donation supports Institute for Arts 
& Education, the associated 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization that is dedicated 
to visual arts, cultural diversity, com-
munity enrichment and fostering art 
education among youth. 

While at the art show, be sure to 
visit the Budding Artist Competition, a 
program integrated within a 10x20 area 
in the show. All young artists in grades 
6-12 or ages 9-19 are encouraged to en-
ter his/her art that is publicly displayed 
the entire weekend. The deadline to ap-
ply is Tuesday, March 10. There is $250 
in Budding Artist Awards presented 
on Sunday at 3:00 p.m. under the tent 
labeled Budding Artists. 

For more information about the 
show, visit www.hotworks.org. See Art, 
Love Art, Buy Art, See You There!

The Living Balance Sheet® can help you protect and grow 
your business making the most of  untapped potential. 
Using this revolutionary financial model, you can:

For your complimentary business valuation contact Brian Simon at 
(239) 246-8928 or brian.simon@afgfl.com

Find hidden value in your balance sheet.

Registered Representative of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). OSJ: 14021 Metropolis Ave. Fort Myers FL, 33912 (239) 561-2900. Securities products offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian. Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. 2019-79040 Exp. 5/21

Brian Simon, ChFC, CLU
Financial Professional

Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?
Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?

• See the big picture of  your
finances, both business and personal

• Adjust your strategies for optimal 
impact across the board

• Maximize your opportunities and the 
value of  your business

It’s insight you won’t find anywhere else.

Alliance Financial Group
14021 Metropolis Avenue Fort 

Myers, FL 33912

Susan Glasser, Realtor®

Fort Myers Resident for Nearly 30 Years
SusanLGlasser@gmail.com 
239-281-3105 
John R. Wood Properties 
15065 McGregor Blvd. Ft. Myers, FL 33908

Here to help YOU  anywhere in 
Southwest Florida!

Temple Beth El Mitzvah Day

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

Temple Beth El Mitzvah Day projects

Changing your address? 
Keep L’CHAYIM coming 

to your home. Email 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

Read the current and previous editions of L’CHAYIM online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Wednesday,  

March 25 

6:00-7:30 P.M. 
99770011  CCoommmmeerrccee  CCeenntteerr  CCtt..  

FFoorrtt  MMyyeerrss,,  FFll..    3333990088  

 

 

Thank you to our generous 
dinner sponsor: 

RRaabbbbii  SStteepphheenn  FFuucchhss  &&  hhiiss  wwiiffee  VViicckkiiee  aarree  bbootthh  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff                
HHoollooccaauusstt  ssuurrvviivvoorrss..  TThhee  bbooookk  ddeellvveess  iinnttoo  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthheeiirr      

ppaarreennttss  &&  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ccrreeaatteedd  ttoo  ssppeeaakk                            
aanndd  tteeaacchh  aabboouutt  tthhee  HHoollooccaauusstt  iinn  GGeerrmmaannyy..  

RSVP is Required  
239.481.4449 or email:  

debbiesan-
ford@jfedlcc.org 

A light dairy dinner will be served. 

Free & open to the community. 

JEWISH INTERESTJEWISH INTEREST

There is no substitute
for experience.

A FIVE STAR INDEPENDENT, ASSISTED LIVING A FIVE STAR INDEPENDENT, ASSISTED LIVING 
AND SKILLED NURSING COMMUNITYAND SKILLED NURSING COMMUNITY

Jenny
Admission Coordinator

Five Star Team Member

Since 1997

Angela
Nurse Five Star Team MemberSince 2001

Located directly on the Caloosahatchee River in Fort Myers, where residents  
enjoy spectacular views, Calusa Harbour is a full-service, resort-style senior living  
community offering spacious and comfortable apartments for independent  
living and assisted living, as well as skilled nursing care, rehabilitation services,  
outpatient therapy, and respite/short stays for those with more specialized needs.

Our many exceptional senior living services and amenities include restaurant-style 
dining, social and recreational activities, waterfront lanai and heated swimming 
pool, fishing dock, game room, fitness center, full-service beauty salon, library, 
transportation, 24-hour staff, laundry and housekeeping.

• Delicious all-day dining in brand-new facilities
• Large-size apartments ideal for hosting friends
• Only continuing care community in 
  Southwest Florida with no buy-in
• Enjoy activities galore in our soaring atriums
• $7 million renovation project now complete
•  Experienced staff makes your care a priority

Call (239) 309-1969
to schedule a tour
2525 First Street Fort Myers, FL 33901

www.CalusaHarbour.com

J.D. Power 2019 Certified Senior Living Community Program recognition is based on successful completion of an audit, exceeding a customer experience 
benchmark through a survey of recent claims servicing interactions, and a Financial strength rating. For more information, visit jdpower.com

Assisted
Living
Facility
#6066

n Phil  
   Jason

Aided by solid research, an author bears 
compassionate witness to unspeakable horror
Book review by Philip K. Jason, Special to L’CHAYIM

Heather Dune Macadam

In recent years, an astonishing num-
ber of new books have provided 
insights about the utter darkness of 

the Holocaust, as well as the suffering 
and courage of its victims and survi-
vors. Heather Dune Macadam’s 999: 
The Extraordinary Young Women of 

the First Official 
Jewish Transport 
to Auschwitz de-
serves a prominent 
place in this flow-
ering of books that 
reshape our under-
standing through 
revelations and 
heartbreaking vi-
gnettes.

The author’s 
narrative, set in Slovakia and other 
crushed European coun-
tries, focuses on a program 
designed to destroy Jew-
ish womanhood. The action 
begins in late March 1942, 
when a roundup of Jewish 
females, announced in ad-
vance, gets underway. These 
women – mostly teenagers 
and young adults – were 
summoned to report to au-
thorities and board an over-
crowded train in the town of 
Poprad. 

The screws had already 
begun tightening when the 
Slovak government implemented the 
Jewish Codex, a series of laws and regu-

population had become 
a disease in Germany 
and across the landscape 
over which the Nazis had 
taken control. But why 
target young women? 
Could it have been an 
attempt to guarantee 
the end of the Jews’ 
future by destroying a 
generation of potential 
mothers? 

Women who had man-
aged to gain special privileges in the 
concentration camp found ways to share 
their good fortune, temporary as it might 
have been, with others. Macadam’s 
vivid descriptions of the Auschwitz-
Birkenau complex place readers in the 
inmates’ midst as the women endure 
their imprisonment before the war’s 
end. 

What’s most remarkable about 
this book, aside from the author’s me-
ticulous archival and other research (as 
well as the photos and generous chapter 
notes), is her compassionate dedication 

999: The Extraordinary Young  
Women of the First Official  

Jewish Transport to Auschwitz,  
by Heather Dune Macadam. Citadel. 

480 pages. Hardcover $28.00.

lations designed to cripple the country’s 
Jewish population. Their former rights 
quickly vanished.

Though pre-roundup escape plans 
were dangled before some, most of 
these tempting arrangements were 
hoaxes that did not pan out. Families 
were persuaded that the women would 
participate in a kind of government 
service for the Reich. They would work 
in factories and have an opportunity to  
be true patriots! 

Many of these female “draftees” 
came from the towns of Humenné and 
Prešov, both of which had sizable Jew-
ish populations. And just in case they 
behaved irresponsibly while being 
shipped off, they would be policed by 
the Fascist Hlinka Guard, who would 
also beat up any interfering brothers and 
fathers, if required. 

The women’s lives at Auschwitz do 
not turn out as expected. Conditions are 
terrible, and exhaustion is normal given 
that most of those interred are slaves. 
Their clothing disintegrates; with no 

means to replace gar-
ments, bodies are left 
fully exposed. There 
are few medical pro-
fessionals on hand. 

Indeed, as the 
women soon discov-
er, there is no plan 
for their lives except 
to exploit them, de-
humanize them and 
eventually send them 
as smoke up a gas-
chamber chimney.

Why did this fe-
male-specific policy 

come about? One can speculate that 
gloating over the pain of a scapegoat 

to her subjects. 
Though the majority 

of the roughly 1,000 wom-
en from the first Auschwitz 
transport eventually died at 
the Nazis’ hands, Macadam 
managed to locate a signifi-
cant number of survivors. In 
her stirring book, she allows 
them to tell not only their 
own stories, but also those 
of their friends, relatives and 
co-inmates, whose ordeals 

would’ve otherwise been lost along with 
their lives.

This review first appeared in the 
Washington Independent Review of 
Books and is reprinted by permission.
Philip K. Jason is Professor Emeri-
tus of English from the United States 
Naval Academy. He reviews regularly 
for Florida Weekly, Washington Inde-
pendent Review of Books, Southern 
Literary Review, other publications and 
the Jewish Book Council. Please visit 
Phil’s website at www.philjason.word 
press.com.

For advertising info, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5 or email LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org
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ELIMINATE YOUR PAIN
  RESTORE YOUR MOBILITY
    REGAIN YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE

Thomas S. Zeller, DPT & Associates
www.YourBestTherapy.com
Fort Myers 239-432-0556
Cape Coral 239-772-2363

All physical therapy is not the same…
Thank you for letting us show you 
what sets us apart from the rest!

AWARDED SW FLORIDA’S BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY &
REHABILITATION CENTER 6 YEARS IN A ROW!

• One-on-one care with all patients

• You will always receive the 
   personalized care you deserve

• Highly skilled and licensed therapists

• Relaxed, friendly and encouraging atmosphere

• Therapist-owned private practice

• Best of Southwest Florida recipient

“We invest ourselves personally in every patient’s   
  progress and goals. This is all part of having a
  true commitment and passion for what we do.”

REHABILITATION CENTER 6 YEARS IN A ROW!

THE RESULTS YOU WANT. THE CARE YOU DESERVE.
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Aided by solid research, an author bears 
compassionate witness to unspeakable horror

Arlene Stolnitz

Tikkun olam: “Music Changes the World”
By Arlene Stolnitz

If we want to change, then we can 
learn to join our hands and stand 
as one; 

The simple truth we know is there, 
and as we sing, music changes the 
world.”

Do you believe that music can 
change the world? I have written several 

articles that focus 
on musicians who 
make a real im-
pact on our world: 
Daniel Barenbo-
im’s West-Eastern 
Divan Orchestra 
(composed of Is- 
raeli, Palestinian 
and Arab musi-
cians), the Israeli 

Meteor Festival (which featured 50 
international acts in the Upper Gali-
lee) and the World Doctor’s Orchestra 
(musicians who are also physicians 
from around the world). I have shared 
the efforts of diverse individuals who 
share a common goal of achieving peace 
through music. Is it an unlikely goal?

Usually I write about music, com-
posers and all that pertains to Judaism 
and music. This month is different, 
however, because I have chosen a song 
written by a non-Jewish composer 
which really is about a Jewish concept: 
tikkun olam. 

Jim Papoulis is a composer whose 
distinctive musical style combines con-
temporary sounds with musical tradi-
tions the world over. His multicultural 
sound is the cornerstone of his works 
for choirs, orchestras and ensembles. 
The words of his powerful song “Music 
Changes the World” speaks to me of 
the profound concept of tikkun olam, 
which means to “make the world a bet-
ter place.” 

Jim is the founder of Foundation for 

Small Voices (FSV), which debuted in 
2000 at Carnegie Hall. His dedication 
to children and music is based on his 
belief that music helps children in many 
ways besides the typical test taking and 
performance skills. It promotes skills of 
working together, listening, sensitivity 
and a sense of humanity. According 
to Jim, “I have always believed in the 
power of music to change a person, 
which in turn can change a society and 
eventually the world.” Isn’t that what 
tikkun olam is all about?

Through FSV, Jim has conducted 
songwriting workshops and choirs 
throughout the United States and the 
world. In countries such as China, Ja-
pan, Tanzania, Mexico, Kenya, Domini-
can Republic, Haiti, England, Norway, 
Canada, France, Ireland, Bosnia, Jordan, 
Australia, the United Arab Emirates 
and Greece, Jim has promoted his idea 
of working together using the power 
of music. His original song, “Juntos,” 
which means “together,” expresses the 
strength and power we can feel when 
we work together as one. Written in the 
style of a Spanish folk song, it is one of 
many created by Jim.

I encountered the song “Music 
Changes the World” through the Venice 
Chorale, where I am a second soprano. 
At each rehearsal, as I was learning my 
part, the message I received was pro-
found because it spoke to my dream that 
“music creates community.” And then 
Artistic Director Peter Madpak invited 
the students from Upper Elementary and 
Venice Middle School to join us in re-
hearsal. As the students’ director, Donna 
Ambrose, led the group, I could barely 
sing, I was so filled with emotion. Their 
voices made the message real. The song 
was presented at the Venice Performing 
Arts Center in February in a program 
entitled “We Shall Overcome: Songs 

of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.” It 
is a call for choirs to connect across the 
international choir community to lift up 
those with little or no access to music. 
Jim’s view is that it is only through a 
large number of participants that we will 
be able to make a difference. His hope 
is that many choirs will be able to be a 
part of this global community.

“There must be a way to change 
the world, to join our hearts, and find 
the hope

There must be a way that we can see 
the simple truth

Music changes the world
If we want to change, then we can 

learn to join our hands and stand as one 
The simple truth we know is there 

and as we sing
Music changes the world.”

To learn more, go to www.founda 
tionforsmallvoices.org/music-chan 
ges-the-world/.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sarasota 
Jewish Chorale, is a member of the Jew-
ish Congregation of Venice. A retired 
educator from Rochester, New York, 
she has sung in choral groups for over 
25 years and also sings in The Venice 
Chorale. Her interest in the preservation 
of Jewish music of all kinds has led to 
this series of articles on Jewish Folk 
Music in the Diaspora.

“

territory
FRIENDS

OF THE SYMPHONY 
ON SANIBELL.A.T.

FOUNDATION

ERIC DIEFENBACH 
& J.K. BROWN

WWW.SWFLSO.ORG  |  (239) 418-1500TICKETS
                           $15!START AT JUST 

Y O U R  O N E - S T O P  S H O P  F O R  
Ceramic & Porcelain Tile, Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT),  
Decorative Mosaics and Carpet, plus all the tools  

and materials you’ll need for installation!

Mention you saw us in L’Chayim 
or show your military

veteran ID for an extra

5% OFF!

Fort Myers 239-267-1445
16165 S. Tamiami Trail 

Cape Coral 239-772-5815
916 SE 15th Avenuewww.pcctile.com

DIRECT IMPORTERS • LARGE IN-STOCK INVENTORY • GREAT PRICES

Stay connected all month long at www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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n Dr. Paul 
    Bartrop

The sacrifice of Mila Racine
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

Seventy-five years ago this 
month, on March 22, 1945, a 
Jewish resister in France, Mila 

Racine, was killed at Mauthausen con-
centration camp in 
Austria. Prior to this, 
Mila had saved the 
lives of dozens of 
Jewish children and 
others by smuggling 
them across the bor-
der from France into 
Switzerland.

Born on Septem-
ber 14, 1921, in Moscow, she was the 
daughter of Georges (Hirsch) Racine 
and his wife Berthe (Bassia). One of 
three children, she had a brother, Em-
manuel, and a sister, Sacha. Fleeing the 
Soviet Union and a climate of pogroms 
in the aftermath of the Russian Revo-
lution, the family relocated to France, 
settling in Paris.

With the German invasion and oc-
cupation of France in 1940, the Racine 
family moved out of northern France 
and into the so-called free zone at Vichy. 
Mila joined the Resistance on January 5, 
1942. While her parents were in a safe 
house in Nice, Mila, Emmanuel and 
Sacha worked for Éducation Physique 
(Physical Education), a code name for 
a scheme producing false documents 
and rescuing Jews under the overall 
direction of Simon Lévitte in Grenoble.

Mila, operating under the alias of 
Marie Anne Richemond, came from a 
Zionist background and had been an 
active member of the Women’s Inter-
national Zionist Organization (WIZO). 
In the summer of 1943, she was given 
command of a unit of the Mouvement de 
jeunesse sioniste (Zionist Youth Move-
ment or MJS) in Saint-Gervais-Le Fayet 
(Haute-Savoie) in the Italian zone of 
occupation – but her field of operations 
ranged much wider than this, covering 
a region that included Toulouse, Gurs, 
Saint-Gervais, Nice and Annemasse, 
under the overall command of Netanel 
“Tony” Gryn.

Gryn was another young Jewish 

resister who was entrusted by Simon 
Lévitte with the task of organizing a 
means to enable the smuggling of Jews 
from France into Switzerland. The net-
work he created brought together a team 
of about a dozen young people, who 
collectively managed to rescue about a 
hundred children.

After the Italian armistice on Sep-
tember 3, 1943, and the German take-
over of southern France, Mila undertook 
to drive convoys of children and adults 
to Annemasse, right on the Swiss fron-
tier, and arranged to have them smug-
gled across. Her activities, particularly 
around Annecy, saw the creation of links 
with local people smugglers (passeurs), 
who functioned as an “underground 
railroad” running Jews across the bor-
der. Throughout September 1943 and 
beyond, she helped hundreds of families 
and children who fled into her area. 
From her base in the French Alps, and 
often working close to German patrols, 
Mila and the others in her network took 
in children from French cities often 
many miles distant. To protect them, 
they organized the children into small 
groups and then accompanied them to 
the border, where they would be helped 
by Christian rescuers.

On October 21, 1943, she was 
conducting a convoy that included 30 
children from Nice, accompanied by 
another resister, Roland Epstein. This 
was a difficult group. It comprised chil-
dren, an older couple, a young mother 
with a baby, and another couple with a 
small child. Without warning, they were 
intercepted by Germans with police 
dogs. Gunshots rang out; one woman 
was killed, and another wounded. Mila, 
Roland and the children were taken to 
Annemasse and incarcerated in the Pax 
Hotel, the prison at Gestapo headquar-
ters.

Suffering continued under Nazi 
torture, Mila divulged nothing as the 
Gestapo sought information regarding 
the smuggling operations. Through the 
underground movement, the mayor of 
Annemasse, Jean Deffaugt (later rec-

ognized as one of the Righteous Among 
the Nations for his own efforts in saving 
Jewish children), managed to provide 
Mila with an escape plan. This was not 
something she could accept, however, 
as she had an instinctive feeling that the 
children would be punished – or worse 
– if she were to escape.

Mila and Roland were transferred 
to the prison at Fort Montluc in Lyon. 
From there, Roland was sent to the tran-
sit camp at Drancy, from where he was 
deported to Buchenwald as a member of 
the Resistance. He lived to see the end 
of the war, and ultimate survival. Mila 
was deported, via the Royallieu transit 
camp at Compiègne, to the women’s 
camp at Ravensbrück. While there, it 
was observed, her conduct was exem-
plary, as she sought to maintain morale 
among the other prisoners and helped 
them when they were too 
exhausted to go on.

Her stay at Ravens-
brück was not to be per-
manent. In 1945, a large 
group of women, includ-
ing Mila and her friends, 
was transferred from Ra-
vensbrück to Mauthausen, 
in Austria, where they 
were put to work repairing 
railway tracks destroyed 
by Allied bombing. On 
March 22, 1945, on the 
eve of liberation, a British 
air raid targeted the camp 
and Mila, then on aus-
senarbeit (work outside 
the camp), was killed by 
shrapnel.

The work of Mila 
Racine did not end with 
her arrest, however. After 
her capture, her brother 
Emmanuel (codenamed 
Mola) sent another re-
sister, Marianne Cohn, to 
replace her in the smug-
gling of Jewish children 
across the border. When 
Marianne, in turn, was 

captured on the evening of May 31, 
1944, she was herself replaced. Such im-
portance did the Jewish resistance place 
on the work of these young women that 
it determined nothing should stand in 
the way of their rescue activities, even 
at the risk of their very lives.

After the war, Mila Racine was 
posthumously awarded the Medaille de 
la Resistance and the Croix de Guerre 
by the French government. And it is 
perhaps fitting as a final testament that 
the recognition she received in Israel, 
many years later, was for a kindergarten 
and nursery in Tel Aviv to be named in 
her memory.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of His-
tory and the Director of the Center for 
Holocaust and Genocide Research at 
Florida Gulf Coast University. He can 
be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.edu.

Meet & Greet the Author 

March 18, 2020-3:00PM

FGCU Wilson G. Bradshaw 
Library’s Archives and Special 

Collections- 3rd Floor

10501 FGCU Boulevard South
Fort Myers, Florida

New York Times bestselling author of  
Lilac Girls and Lost Roses Martha Hall Kelly

This event in free and open to the public.  
For more information, please contact  

Bailey Rodgers, FGCU Archives, 
at 239.745.4472 or brodgers@fgcu.edu.
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The Lions of Judah are the most 
dynamic philanthropic Jewish 

women in the world. Strong    
women of all ages, an                    

international sisterhood                   
of thousands of global                   

activists who care deeply           
about  the Jewish future.        

 
 
 

 Lions of Judah play a vital 
 role in creating social      

 justice, aiding the               
vulnerable, preserving                   

human dignity  and                        
building  Jewish                             

identity.      

 The Lions of Judah            
set an exemplary                               

standard of leadership                   
and  philanthropy. 

For more information please contact Debbie Sanford 
239.481.4449 x4. or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

Read the current and previous editions of L’CHAYIM online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
How grandparents can share their heritage  
with secular or interfaith Jewish grandchildren
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

I’m afraid to interfere,” said Mag-
da, grandmother to interfaith twin 
girls whose Jewish son and Meth-

odist daughter-in-law are raising their 
daughters in both faiths. Magda’s friend 
“Zayde” Nathan shares her concerns. 
Nathan says, “My grandson is almost 

10 and I haven’t 
brought up the 
Jewish  th ing . 
His parents are 
atheists and re-
fer to themselves 
as cultural Jews, 
but they don’t do 
anything Jewish. 
I won’t be here 
forever. I want 

my grandson to know about his Jewish 
roots.” 

With a U.S. intermarriage rate at near-
ly 60%, and with more than 30% of Jews 
self-identifying as non-observant or sec-
ular, it seems that Grandma Magda’s and  
Zayde Nathan’s concerns are not unique. 
For more than one third of American 
Jewish families, issues regarding how 
and when to share Jewish traditions are 
a sensitive part of the grandparenting 
experience. 

One of the first to describe the joys 
and challenges facing interfaith grand-
parents was author Sunie Levin. In her 
groundbreaking book, Mingled Roots – 
A Guide for Jewish Grandparents of In-
terfaith Children (UAHC Press, 2003), 
Levin shares her personal experiences 
with the topic. 

As a rabbi who supports intermar-
riage and the uniquely rich trove of 
traditions that characterizes so many 
interfaith families, I’ve applied Levin’s 

perspective to encourage Jewish grand-
parents to share their heritage with the 
grandkids. 

Where to begin? First, some 
ground rules. Ancient Jewish practice 
dictates that we Jews do not proselytize, 
meaning that we don’t actively try to 
convert others to become Jews. This 
rule applies to our grandchildren, too. 
Depending on your family’s Jewish de-
nomination, you may already consider 
that your grandchildren are Jewish, but 
modern life demonstrates that Jewish-
ness is less about bloodline and more 
about day-to-day behavior. 

Respect is also key. You may not 
agree with the religious climate (or lack 
of it) in your grandkids’ home, but if 
you adopt an attitude that demonstrates 
respect for their choices, interfaith and 
secular parents may be more open to 
grandparents’ sharing family history 
with their children. 

The grandkids may understand that 
mom or dad is Jewish, but it’s possible 
that they have had no experience with 
the history and traditions of the Jewish 
people. That’s where the grandparents 
come in. As bearers of the flame, grand-
parents are the family members who 
give the youngest generation a sense of 
their history. Grandparents can play an 
important role in helping their grandkids 
appreciate who they are and where they 
come from.
Here are some things you can do:
The mini-museum 
Create a Jewish corner in your own 
home. Shine the Chanukah menorah 
and buy some Shabbat candles. Find 
the family Kiddush cup and great-
grandpa’s tallit. Select a spot for your 

mini-museum, making sure that it is 
eye-level for the little ones. Ask your 
Jewish son or daughter if he/she would 
like to contribute a personal item to the 
“museum,” as well. When the grand-
children visit, show them their family 
museum, let them explore, touch and 
ask questions. Personalize the items. 
“This is my father’s tallit and these were 
my mother’s Shabbat candlesticks.” Or 
if these items are no longer accessible, 
adapt. “This is a tallit like my father 
wore and these are candlesticks just like 
my mother had for Shabbat.” Before 
each visit add an item or two and ask 
your grandchild if she can find what’s 
new in the mini-museum. When the kids 
are familiar with the items, organize 
a scavenger hunt to foster a personal 
hands-on relationship with your fam-
ily’s Jewish treasures.
Nothin’ says lovin’ 
like Jewish cooking
If you are able to spend time with your 
grandchildren, create a cooking school 
experience. Use family recipes for bris-
ket, latkes, kugel or blintzes, and teach 
the grandkids how to become chefs 
in Bubby’s Jewish Cooking School. 
While you’re creating, be sure to share 
family memories of how, when and 
why these Jewish foods were eaten.  
Invite the parents to sample the feast.
Jewish holidays 
Passover is the Jewish holiday cel-
ebrated by more Jews than any other. 
Regardless of Jewish persuasion, the 
Passover Seder (traditional meal with 
symbolic foods, prayers and stories) has 
brought more Yiddishkeit to interfaith 
and secular families than any other holi-
day experience. With this in mind, have 

your grandchildren help you organize 
the Seder by creating individual Seder 
plates, matzah covers or book covers for 
the Haggadah.
Chanukah ranks as the second most 
popular Jewish holiday, even more 
special because it has its own unique 
interfaith meaning. Kindling the candles 
and placing the lighted menorah in the 
window demonstrates the basic tenet 
of the festival – religious freedom. 
An interfaith or secular family is an 
example of religious tolerance and ap-
preciation of differences. Making or 
buying individual Chanukah menorahs 
for each family member can add to the 
enjoyment. 

UK’s Rabbi Gideon Sylvester puts 
it well when he discusses teaching about 
Judaism to anyone, Jewish or not (Jew-
ish Chronicle 2010). Rabbi Sylvester 
references the Torah where it says, 
“Keep my commandments which a per-
son should perform and through which 
they will gain eternal life” (Leviticus 
18: 5). The verse makes no distinction 
between Jews and non-Jews. Torah is 
there for everyone, including our inter-
faith and secular grandkids. 
Rabbi Barbara Aiello is the first non-
Orthodox rabbi and first woman rabbi 
in Italy. She is the spiritual leader of 
the first active synagogue in southern 
Italy since Inquisition times, founder of 
Italy’s Pluralistic Jewish movement, and 
a mentoring rabbi for Darshan Yeshiva’s 
conversion program. She is a vice presi-
dent of Kulanu, an international Jewish 
organization that supports Jewish diver-
sity worldwide. Contact Rabbi Aiello at 
rabbi@rabbibarbara.com.

“

Quadrum           
Senior Living Management

Meet & Greet the Author 

March 18, 2020-3:00PM

FGCU Wilson G. Bradshaw 
Library’s Archives and Special 

Collections- 3rd Floor

10501 FGCU Boulevard South
Fort Myers, Florida

New York Times bestselling author of  
Lilac Girls and Lost Roses Martha Hall Kelly

This event in free and open to the public.  
For more information, please contact  

Bailey Rodgers, FGCU Archives, 
at 239.745.4472 or brodgers@fgcu.edu.

Read the current and previous editions of L’CHAYIM online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org. L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers,  
committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.
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FORT MYERS,
DANIELS

FORT MYERS,
MCGREGOR

ESTERO,
MIROMAR OUTLETS 

FORT MYERS, NAPLES
WHOLE FOODS 

NAPLES, 
TAMIAMI TRAIL

NormanLoveConfections.com
239-561-7215

withwithwith

Ultra-premium Chocolates • Decadent Desserts
Fresh Made Bakery Items • Gelato • Gifts • and More!

Every occasion is brighter with gourmet 
desserts and ultra-premium chocolate gifts by 

Norman Love Confections!

NormanLoveConfections.com
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Israel’s latest Purim trend 
– recipe by Chef Dalia Hemed

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Purim is right around the corner, 
which means that it’s time to 
start baking hamantaschen, those 

triangular filled cookies. After all, what 
could be better than celebrating the sal-
vation of the Jewish people in ancient 
times by eating pastries and sending 
some to your friends.

Purim is a festive holiday for both 
religious and nonreligious Jews. In 
Israel, like Halloween in the United 
States, it is characterized by costumes 
and parties, including street parades in 
some cities.

But among the most iconic symbols 
of the holiday are hamantaschen – called 
“oznay Haman” or “Haman’s ears.”

Whatever you call them, these trian-
gular pastries are where the true Purim 
party’s at, from chocolate to fruit-filled 
to pure poppy seed bliss. And you don’t 
have to be a kid to treat yourself this 
Purim. 

In recent years, Israeli bakeries have 
increasingly offered gourmet versions 
of the three-cornered cookie – almond, 
sweet cheese, apples, gluten-free variet-
ies – alongside the classics, like poppy 
seed.

The similarity between the Yiddish 
word for poppy seeds, mohn, and the 
name Haman from Megilat Esther, made 
the seed even more popular during the 
holiday of Purim. The German word 
tasche means a “pouch” or “pocket,” re-
ferring to Haman’s pockets symbolizing 
the money that he offered to Ahasuerus 
in exchange for permission to destroy 
the Jews. 

Jews in Israel and throughout the 
world have been making hamantaschen 
on Purim for generations, and little has 
basically changed. A disc of cookie 
dough is folded into a triangle around 
a sweet filling and baked. In Israel, the 

classics are poppy seed, chocolate and 
date, with jam not nearly as common as 
in the United States.

But in recent years, Israeli chefs 
have been giving hamantaschen an 
upgrade, introducing fillings inspired 
by high-end desserts and even savory 
pastries.

This year, I decided to innovate and 
surprise with sweet and savory recipes 
to suit everyone. The hamantaschen 
filled with eggplant and cheese are 
savory, have the traditional triangle 
shape, and can be served as an appetizer 
instead of a dessert. And I have to admit 
that the most popular recipe at my own 
home remains the Nutella & Halva 
Hamantaschen.

Happy Purim!
Hamantaschen Filled with Eggplant 
and Cheese
Savory dough ingredients:

• 2 ½ cups all-purpose flour
• 1 teaspoon kosher salt 
• 12 tablespoons cold butter 
• 1 egg 
• 6 tablespoons cold water 
 X Combine the flour and salt in a bowl 

of a food processor. 
 X Cut cold butter into the bowl. 
 X Pulse to create crumbs. 
 X Add the egg and pulse until crumbs 

are formed. Add cold water and mix 
to create dough. 

 X Divide the dough in two; gather into 
two disks and wrap in plastic wrap. 

 X Refrigerate for 30 minutes and up 
to a day. 

Filling ingredients:
• 1 eggplant 
• Kosher salt 
• ½ yellow onion, chopped 
• 3 tablespoons olive oil 
• 4 oz. crumbled feta 
• 1 quantity hamantaschen dough 

• 1 egg, lightly beaten 
 X Peel eggplant, dice into ½-inch 

cubes, put into a large colander over 
a bowl and liberally sprinkle each 
layer with kosher salt. Let stand for 
at least 30 minutes and up to two 
hours. Rinse and set aside. 

 X In a large skillet over medium-
high heat, sauté onion in olive oil 
until translucent. Add eggplant and 
½-cup water, cover, reduce heat and 
continue to cook until very tender. 
Remove lid and cook until liquid 
evaporates. 

 X Transfer eggplant to a bowl, mix in 
feta and set aside until it cools.

 X Preheat the oven to 350F. Line two 
baking sheets with parchment paper. 
Have a 3-inch cookie cutter at hand. 

 X Liberally dust the working surface 
with flour. Roll out the first half-
portion of dough on the floured 
surface as thin as possible (about 
1/16” thick). Dip the cookie cut-
ter into flour and cut 
out circles of dough. 
Re-roll the dough as 
needed. 

 X Use a teaspoon to 
mound a small amount 
of the filling into the 
center of each circle. 
Lift and pinch the 
edges of each circle 
in three places spaced 
evenly apart, to create a 
triangle; the filling will 
be partially exposed in 
the center. Arrange on 
the baking sheet, spacing them an 
inch apart. Brush hamantaschen 
with beaten egg.

 X Bake one sheet at a time for 20-22 
minutes or until the pastries are just 
turning light golden on the edges. 

Nutella Hamantaschen
Dough ingredients:

• 1 cup butter
• ½ cup sugar
• 1 egg
• Pinch of salt
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 2 ½ cups flour
• powdered sugar for garnish 

Filling ingredients:
• 1 cup Nutella
• 1cup Halva crumbs

Topping: 
• 1 cup white chocolate melted 
• 1 cup dark chocolate melted
• 1cup shelled pistachios, pulsed in 

food processor
 X Preheat oven to 350F. 
 X Using a mixer, cream together the 

butter and sugar.
 X Add the egg and vanilla, and mix 

to combine.
 X Add flour and salt, and mix until 

the dough comes together and pulls 
away from the sides of the mixing 
bowl.

 X Turn dough out onto a lightly 
floured surface. Roll out until ¼” 
thickness, and cut out 3” circles 
with a cookie cutter.

 X Pipe one teaspoon of filling into the 
center of each circle, and fold up 
the edges in a triangle shape. Pinch 
the edges.

 X Bake for 10-12 minutes or until 
edges and undersides are golden.

 X Let cool completely, and sprinkle 
with powdered sugar, or drizzle 
with chocolate and decorate with 
crushed pistachios.

Each Tuesday afternoon, an open session of Mah Jongg 
is held at the Jewish Federation. 

Players must be at least advanced beginners, as no  
lessons are given.  

DAY: Tuesdays, 12:30~3:30 P.M. 
FEE:  $1 per week 

                          

     
                  

                for more information call  
                  the Federation at 239.481.4449 x-4 

Please support our advertisers. They help make L’CHAYIM possible.
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to 
be Jewish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish 
have at least one Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than  
Judaism – and don’t identify with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts 
to Judaism, of course, are also identified as Jewish.

Nate Bloom (see column above) has become a family history expert in 10 
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help 
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a 
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start 
with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:
Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number. 
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that 
goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible. 
The first search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also,  
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate 
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out 
great for them. So contact him about this as well.

Interested in Your  
Family’s History?

2020 Oscars Roundup
There were more than the usual number 
of Jewish nominees for Oscars in the 
“marquee” categories (acting, direct-
ing). Prominent among the nominated 
“non-winners” were TODD PHIL-
LIPS, 49 (Joker), and NOAH BAUM-
BACH, 50 (Marriage Story). They 
were both nominated in the director 
and screenwriting categories. Another 
big “non-winner” was SCARLETT 
JOHANSSON, 36, who was nominated 
for best actress (Marriage Story) and 
best supporting actress (Jojo Rabbit).

TAIKA WAITITI, 44, won the 
best adapted screenplay Oscar for Jojo 
Rabbit, a film that he also directed and 
co-starred in. Jojo Rabbit is an anti-
Nazi film that I found more poignant 
and well-written than some advance 
reviews led me to believe. While Waititi 
is, in common terms, only 1/8 Jewish, 
he identifies as a “Polynesian Jew.” It’s 
your choice how you view him – Jewish 
or not. At the very least, he is an influ-
ential ally of the Jewish people. 

As expected, JOAQUIN PHOE-
NIX, 45 (Joker), won the best actor 
Oscar. He was Oscar-nominated twice 
before. Here’s the 411 on his ‘odd’ Jew-
ish background: Phoenix, who has twice 
played Jewish film characters, made it 
clear in an interview just a year ago that 
he is a secular Jew who doesn’t affiliate 
with any organized religion. His Jewish-
born mother joined a Christian cult 
group in 1969 not long after marrying 
his non-Jewish father. Joaquin was just 
three years old when his disillusioned 
parents left the cult in 1977. He said, 

in part: “My parents believed in God. 
I’m Jewish, my mom’s Jewish, but she 
believes in Jesus. She felt a connection 
to that. But they were never religious. 
[After leaving the cult], we were ab-
solutely encouraged to have whatever 
belief we wanted.” 
New Broadcast, Cable
and Streaming Offerings
Dispatches from Elsewhere is a 10-epi-
sode anthology series that starts on 
AMC cable on Sunday, March 1 (10:00 
p.m.). The second episode will be shown 
the next night (Monday) at 10:00 p.m. 
After that, all episodes will air Mondays 
at 10:00 p.m. The advance descrip-
tion is vague: “A group of ordinary 
people who stumble onto a puzzle 
hiding just behind the veil of every-
day life.” The series co-stars JASON  
SEGEL, 40, and the always-good Sally 
Field. Segel created the series and writes 
it. He long co-starred in the hit TV series 
How I Met Your Mother. He has many 
film credits, including Forgetting Sarah 
Marshall, a hit he starred in and wrote. 

The four-part documentary Hill-
ary, about the former first lady and 
secretary of state, begins streaming on 
Hulu on Friday, March 6. Each episode 
will be released on successive Fridays. 
Hillary, an original Hulu film, was 
shown at the Sundance Film Festival 
last December and received very good 
reviews. The advance publicity notes: 
“Hillary is a remarkably intimate por-
trait of a woman in the public eye, [with] 
unprecedented personal access to the 
former First Lady… The series gives 
viewers an up-close view of the woman 

who has permeated American culture 
for more than 30 years.” The film was 
made by NANETTE BURSTEIN, 49. 
Her previous documentaries include the 
Oscar-nominated On the Ropes, about 
boxing. 

Council of Dads is an NBC drama 
that starts on Tuesday, March 10 (10:00 
p.m.). The lead character, Scott Perry, is 
a loving father of four. A serious health 
scare moves him to recruit three of his 
closest male friends to step in as “back 
up dads” for every stage of his fam-
ily’s life. These men agree to devote 
themselves to supporting and guiding 
Scott’s family through thick and thin, 
just in case he ever can’t be there to do 
so himself.

The series is based on a bestsell-
ing 2010 book of the same name by 
BRUCE FEILER, now 55. He and 
his wife, LINDA ROTTENBERG, 
54, a prominent business consultant, 
have identical twin daughters. In 2008, 
he was diagnosed with a rare form of 
cancer. Feiler wrote letters asking six 

men from all passages of his life to 
be present through the passages of his 
young daughters’ lives and assist them. 
They all responded positively. Feiler is 
now cancer-free. 

Feiler’s written about many topics, 
but he’s best known for Walking the 
Bible, a bestselling book (2006) and 
very popular PBS series about Feiler’s 
10,000-mile journey tracing the events 
and places mentioned in the Torah. 
Sport Short
QUINN HUGHES, 20, played in this 
year’s NHL all-star game. Hughes is 
a defenseman who plays for the Van-
couver Canucks. His younger brother, 
JACK HUGHES, 18, plays for the 
NHL New Jersey Devils. Their father, 
Jim Hughes, a former hockey coach, 
isn’t Jewish. Their American Jew-
ish mother, ELLEN WEINBERG-
HUGHES, 51, was a great collegiate 
ice hockey player. The brothers had a 
bar mitzvah ceremony.

Assisted Living Facility License #12385 | COA: #08075

26455 S. Tamiami Trail | Bonita Springs, FL 34134

COMPASSIONATE CARE. RESORT-STYLE LIVING.

A SantaFe Senior Living Community

This Is Assisted 
Living at

When it comes to assisted living for your loved one, choose the 
exceptional experience offered at Renaissance, the elegant enclave 
at The Terraces at Bonita Springs. This is assisted living that 
blends personalized support with resort-style living. 

Best of all, our new, affordable rates bring it all within reach –  
all under one roof. 

Open 7 days a week to fit your busy schedule, we’re here to help 
you find the answers you need. When you need them.

Call 239-303-4038  
to schedule your  

visit and complimentary  
brunch or lunch.

TheTerracesAtBonitaSprings.com

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

 X Turn dough out onto a lightly 
floured surface. Roll out until ¼” 
thickness, and cut out 3” circles 
with a cookie cutter.

 X Pipe one teaspoon of filling into the 
center of each circle, and fold up 
the edges in a triangle shape. Pinch 
the edges.

 X Bake for 10-12 minutes or until 
edges and undersides are golden.

 X Let cool completely, and sprinkle 
with powdered sugar, or drizzle 
with chocolate and decorate with 
crushed pistachios.

Each Tuesday afternoon, an open session of Mah Jongg 
is held at the Jewish Federation. 

Players must be at least advanced beginners, as no  
lessons are given.  

DAY: Tuesdays, 12:30~3:30 P.M. 
FEE:  $1 per week 

                          

     
                  

                for more information call  
                  the Federation at 239.481.4449 x-4 

Changing your address? Keep L’CHAYIM coming to your home. Email LoriRamos@jfedlcc.org.
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Specializing In:  
 

Individual Taxes    
Real Estate Agent Industry   

Small Businesses                                          
Condominium & Homeowner Associations  

Not-For-Profits 

Mindi Smedley, EA, MSAT, CAM, Notary  
 

12220 Towne Lakes Dr. #85                             
Fort Myers, FL 33913                                      

239-236-4559 Fax: 239-4033                       

mindis@gatewayaccountingtax.com 

Services:                                                                                                                            

Tax Preparation                                   

Full Charge Bookkeeping                        

Notary Services 
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Lodi – where Zinfandel is right at home
By The Wine Whisperer

n Jerry  
    Greenfield

A big part of the fascination in the 
wine world is taking yourself 
off the same old vineyard track 

and finding new regions, new varietals 
and new winemakers. It’s the best way 

to expand your 
knowledge, your 
palate and your 
enjoyment.

As with any-
thing else, cer-
tain wines and 
regions inevita-
bly become more 
well-known than 
others. Friends 

tell me they’re going to Napa on vaca-
tion, but nobody says, “We’re spend-
ing a week in Amador County, then 
heading up to Clear Lake.” Too bad – 
they’re both well worth a visit.

The Lodi region is one of those 

places we all need to discover. First, 
it’s home to dozens of great wineries, 
many of which have playful, fanciful 
names. This attitude shows up on the 
labels of the wines, too. Plus, the area 
has been producing wines longer than 
just about anywhere else…since the 
early 1800s.

Due east and just a bit south of 
Napa, the Lodi region formerly con-
sisted of cooperatives that specialized 
in sweet dessert wines. They grew 
grapes in bulk for producers like Gal-
lo, that made “Hearty Burgundy” and 
“Pink Chablis.” But consumer tastes 
changed (for the better) and so did the 
region. We hardly drink Thunderbird 
or MD 20-20 anymore.

Even though official AVA status 
wasn’t granted until 1986, wine grapes 
have been a key component of the Lodi 
agricultural history since the very early 

days. They grew them for raisins, dis-
tilling into brandy and for Zinfandel. 
Winemakers began to import Europe-
an cuttings, and some of the Carignan  
and Zin vines that still bloom today 
were planted in 1888. This is why you 
see the words “Old Vines” or “Ancient 
Vines” on the labels of many Lodi 
wines.

In June 2018, the Napa Valley Reg-
ister published an article titled “Lodi 
Rising” and made the point that “a new 
breed of winemakers and grape-grow-
ers have lifted Lodi wines to a whole 
new level.” The cultivation of over 
100 wine grapes has given vintners 
the ability to “explore, tinker and find 
unique niches for their brands.” That’s 
for sure.

So for your consideration, here 
are some Lodi discoveries, along with 
a few new favorites from our tasting 
panel.

Klinker Brick Old Vine Zinfan-
del Lodi 2015 ($19) – Brooding black 
in the glass, with a nose of blackberry 
and sweet black plum. This is a blend 
of 16 different vineyard blocks, most 
of them over 80 years old. The black 
fruit plays on the palate, along with a 
hint of spice and pepper. Roll out the 
barbecue. WW 89

Michael David Freakshow Zin-
fandel Lodi 2017 ($20) – Red fruit 
notes dominate this lighter example, 
along with the expected touches of 
pepper and spice. Toasted caramel 
flavors come from the 14 months this 
wine spent in a mixture of American 
and neutral oak. WW 89

Artesa Pinot Noir Carneros 2016 
($35) – Rich aromas of raspberry, cher-
ry and plum carry through on the palate 
supported by bright acidity and excel-

lent balance. Rose petals and violets on 
the finish. WW 92

Villadoria Barolo Serralunga 
d’Alba 2014 ($35) – A bit lighter in 
style than most Nebbiolos from this 
region, there is a nose of licorice and 
black fruit, paid off on the palate with 
earthy flavors of leather and pepper, 
then red plum and strawberry. Aged 
for 18 months in oak, and another 38 
months in tanks before release. WW 91

Frank Family Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon Napa Valley 2015 ($58) – Se-
ductive deep and dense ruby color with 
complex aromas of bitter chocolate and 
well-balanced mixed black fruit. Ripe 
and concentrated black cherry flavors, 
a hint of eucalyptus and firm tannins. 
Needs time. WW 93
Ask the Wine Whisperer
At a recent tasting the wine was served 
in plastic vessels. They were the right 
shape, but…plastic? – Jennifer F., Fort 
Myers
In my experience, the type of glass 
makes a big difference in the sensations 
and enjoyment you get from wine. At 
a tasting with wineglass kings Georg 
and Maximilian Riedel, we sampled a 
single wine from a plastic cup, a prop-
erly-shaped plastic glass, a tumbler 
and a stem glass. The difference was 
remarkable. Also, I’ve discovered that 
the thickness of the glass and rim can 
make a difference in the overall experi-
ence. The thinner the better.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er. He is Creative Director of Green-
field Media & Marketing, and Wine 
Director of the international Direct 
Cellars wine club. His new book, Ask 
the Wine Whisperer, has just been pub-
lished. Read his other writings at www.
winewhisperer.com. 

 Kosher 
 for Passover provisions 

A fine selection available at  

Publix Super Market  
at The Shoppes at Grande Oaks in Estero 

 

Store manager Joe Schifferl  
has made a special effort to provide  

the best possible selection for Passover. 
 

HHeeaadd  oovveerr  ttoo  tthhiiss  PPuubblliixx  &&  ssttoocckk  uupp!!  
beginning March 18! 

    

NEEDED TO LABEL  ’CHAYIM 
JOIN US for coffee, bagels and the simple satisfaction 
that comes from meeting and making friends with   
other volunteers, as we help keep thousands of local 
readers  informed about local, national and interna-
tional Jewish news.  

Call Debbie Sanford 481.4449 ext. 4 to add 
your name to the phone list. Each month we 
will call to confirm the mailing date and you 
can let us know if you are available to help 
label L’CHAYIM. 

Time: 9:30 A.M.
Monday, March 23, 2020 
Monday, April 20, 2020 

 

 

ISRAEL HANDYMAN INC. 
Fort Myers FL 33919 

Israel Bajarlia 
Ph: 239-770-1138 
Email: Bajarlia1974@yahoo.com 

*Carpet Installation, Cleaning, Stretching 
and Repair. 
*Upholstery cleaning 
*House Cleaning 
*Handyman Repairs 

**Call or Email for a free Estimate** 

 

Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts. Send an email to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
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Lodi – where Zinfandel is right at home
lent balance. Rose petals and violets on 
the finish. WW 92

Villadoria Barolo Serralunga 
d’Alba 2014 ($35) – A bit lighter in 
style than most Nebbiolos from this 
region, there is a nose of licorice and 
black fruit, paid off on the palate with 
earthy flavors of leather and pepper, 
then red plum and strawberry. Aged 
for 18 months in oak, and another 38 
months in tanks before release. WW 91

Frank Family Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon Napa Valley 2015 ($58) – Se-
ductive deep and dense ruby color with 
complex aromas of bitter chocolate and 
well-balanced mixed black fruit. Ripe 
and concentrated black cherry flavors, 
a hint of eucalyptus and firm tannins. 
Needs time. WW 93
Ask the Wine Whisperer
At a recent tasting the wine was served 
in plastic vessels. They were the right 
shape, but…plastic? – Jennifer F., Fort 
Myers
In my experience, the type of glass 
makes a big difference in the sensations 
and enjoyment you get from wine. At 
a tasting with wineglass kings Georg 
and Maximilian Riedel, we sampled a 
single wine from a plastic cup, a prop-
erly-shaped plastic glass, a tumbler 
and a stem glass. The difference was 
remarkable. Also, I’ve discovered that 
the thickness of the glass and rim can 
make a difference in the overall experi-
ence. The thinner the better.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er. He is Creative Director of Green-
field Media & Marketing, and Wine 
Director of the international Direct 
Cellars wine club. His new book, Ask 
the Wine Whisperer, has just been pub-
lished. Read his other writings at www.
winewhisperer.com. 

 

Jewish Federation Community Room 

9701 Commerce Center Ct., Fort Myers 

RSVP a MUST to Marsha Kistler  

marshatemple2012@gmail.com  

 

SSuunnddaayyss,,  33//88,,  33//1155,,  33//2222,,  33//2299  

All ages & levels of dance experience are 
welcome.  Wear comfortable shoes, bring 

a water bottle AND A FRIEND! 

 

 

ISRAEL HANDYMAN INC. 
Fort Myers FL 33919 

Israel Bajarlia 
Ph: 239-770-1138 
Email: Bajarlia1974@yahoo.com 

*Carpet Installation, Cleaning, Stretching 
and Repair. 
*Upholstery cleaning 
*House Cleaning 
*Handyman Repairs 

**Call or Email for a free Estimate** 

 

How “snowbirds” can change young Israelis’ lives
By Roger Harris

The rabbis of the Talmud say that 
an average life expectancy is 70 
years. As I recently celebrated 

my 70th birthday, that sounds more than 
a little ominous!

But our rabbi up north reminded 
me of the tradition that I should focus 
my attention on: study and good works 
in preparation for my second bar mitz-
vah celebration, at age 83! 

So, in addition to studying my por-
tion, my bar mitzvah project is to re-
cruit English language tutors for Israeli 
kids.

Like many of my friends and 
family members, I’ve been a Florida 
“snowbird” for several decades now. 
I have built a strong community of 
people here who share my Jewish val-
ues of tikkun olam and of supporting 
a strong and prosperous State of Isra-
el. Over the past three years, because 
of an enthusiastic endorsement from 
Russ Bogen, past president of Temple 
Beth El, I’ve been especially fortunate 
to live those values through my work 
with a global organization that is build-
ing community in Lee and Charlotte 
counties and building bridges to Israel: 
Israel Connect. 

I’m proud to call myself one of the 
1,000-plus Israel Connect volunteer 
mentors who are supporting thousands 
of Israeli students in dozens of schools 
throughout the country. Many of us in 
Florida are very familiar with Israel’s 
culture. However, we know very little 
about its higher education system. We 
don’t know this critical fact: Israel’s 
university entrance exams are heav-
ily focused – up to 25% – on English 
proficiency. Students’ performances 
on these exams determine their access 
to higher education, which in turn im-
pacts their economic mobility and their 
success in life. 

True English proficiency depends 
on language immersion with native 
English speakers. And that is what 
many young people living in Israel, es-
pecially on the peripheries, are lacking. 
That is where Israel Connect mentors 
like me come in. 

Since 2018, I have personally men-
tored three students (one each year) 
living in small towns and moshavs in 
Israel. Each week, we have one-on-one 

video meetings for 45 minutes that fo-
cus on English conversation, reading 
comprehension and vocabulary devel-
opment. Israel Connect provides the 
curriculum, the video platform and vid-
eo platform training (they have made 
it very simple and straightforward for 
people like me, who are not very tech 
literate). My students and I bring our 
enthusiasm and willingness to learn 
from one another. I participate any-
where that I can bring a laptop or tablet 
and connect to the internet. It is that 
simple. It is also incredibly rewarding 
for me, and hopefully life-changing for 
my students.

I’ll never forget when one of my 
students, Lia, told me that she would 
be traveling with her family, and that 
our next class would not be until, in 
her words, the “One of May.” I told 
her that in English we say the “First of 
May,” not the “One of May,” and that 
English had a number of idiosyncra-
sies like that. She actually found that 
fun, and for the rest of the year loved 
finding examples of English phrases 

like “to catch a bus” or “to fall for a 
joke.” She has a friend she Skypes 
with in New York City, and wanted to 
learn more casual conversation, so I 
mentioned that young people like her 
don’t usually say, “Hello, how are you 
today?” Instead, we practiced saying, 
“So, what’s happening?”

I am there to teach them, but they 
teach me so much as well because I 
am able to see everyday life in Israel 
through their eyes. Lia loves to dance 
and bake cakes, and has recently start-
ed to tell me about how her life will 
change next year when she starts high 
school, and will have different classes 
and more advanced reading in English.

The results are dramatic not only 
for my students, but for the more than 
1,000 students who have enrolled in 
the Israel Connect program since it was 
founded in 2011. Not only has their 
English proficiency improved – their 
confidence has as well. These are stu-
dents who are enrolled in schools that 

Israel’s Ministry of Education (which 
Israel Connect partners with) identifies 
as having a high need. 

There are many ways I support 
Israel, but very few of them give me 
the opportunity to make an immediate 
and direct impact on the lives of young 
people there. I am grateful I have this 
opportunity, and I hope other Florida 
“snowbirds” with so much to share 
will do so too. There are thousands of 
students like Lia on waiting lists for tu-
tors. So instead of inviting people to a 
70th birthday party, I invited my friends 
and family to join me in this. I have set 
myself a goal to help sign up 70 new 
tutors. To see how the program works, 
go to https://youtu.be/oxZjxhxoIfY to 
watch a short video.

For more information, visit http://
www.israelconnect.today/.

Will you join us? If I can help, 
please contact me at 239.994.6045 or 
rharrisr@aol.com.

bob@gosouthnow.com

BOB 
VINIKOOR

Fort Myers REALTOR

239-258-1102
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Aron is 88 years old, Eazek is 94 and Claudine is 89. 
Over seventy years ago, although they lost their   
entire families, they survived the holocaust and    
resettled in New York City. Now they are sharing 
their stories in a unique program led by a drama 
therapist with high-school students in Brooklyn. The 
hope is that this sharing will sensitize the students 
and give some closure to the adult survivors after all 
these years. The Witness Theater workshop they 
participate in culminates in the performance of a 
play based on Survivor stories.  
 
As the last generation of Holocaust survivors lives 
out their final years, the number of individuals who 
are physically and mentally able to “bear witness” 
dwindles and the question of what happens to their 
stories and their experience remains.   

TTuueessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  3311  aatt  22::0000  PP..MM..    
FFlloorriiddaa  SSoouutthhWWeesstteerrnn  SSttaattee  CCoolllleeggee  

26300 Airport Road,  Punta Gorda, 33950  

NNOO  CCHHAARRGGEE  

For more information & to register for tickets please visit: 
www.jewishfederationlcc.org/out&about or call 239.481.4449 x4 

For advertising info, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5 or email LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org
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Why 2019 was a record-breaking year  
for Israel’s economy

continued on next page 

By Brian Blum, ISRAEL21c.org, January 15, 2020

In technology, digital health, tourism, exports and other verticals,  
Israel has seen steady growth through the past decade.

The year 2019 broke records 
across Israel’s economy. From 
tourism to tech, exports to the 

illusive “unicorn,” Israel scored higher 
in many categories than it ever had.
Below, ISRAEL21c breaks down the 
numbers.
Unicorns
Unicorns are a good place to start. We’re 
not talking about mythical one-horned 
beasts. Rather, a technology unicorn 
refers to a privately held company with 
a valuation of over $1 billion.

In 2019, Israel doubled its number 
of companies hitting that mark to 20. Is-
rael now has more unicorns than France, 
Germany and Australia combined. Only 
the U.S., UK and China have more.

Among the high-profile new com-
panies Israel welcomed into unicorn 
playground last year: taxi-hailing 
company Gett, cybersecurity experts 
Cybereason, and team management 
systems developer Monday.

Additional companies are on their 
way to unicorn status: 3D sensor com-
pany Vayyar Imaging, fraud protection 
firm Riskified, software developer 
JFrog, and insure-tech company Lem-
onade all had financing rounds of over 
$100 million in 2019.

According to a list compiled by 
TechCrunch, out of some 500 unicorns 
around the world, 30 were founded by 
Israelis though not all of them are based 
in Israel.
Mergers, acquisitions and IPOs
The most common model for valuable 
Israeli startups has been an “exit,” – to 
merge, be acquired by an international 
partner or go public on the stock market. 

That figure grew, too, in 2019, although 
the amount depends on which analytics 
firm you follow.

According to Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers (PwC), Israeli exits in 2019 
totaled $9.9 billion, twice the number 
as in 2018.

IVC-Meitar, on the other hand, put 
the number at $21.7 billion, marking a 
72% jump over 2018’s $12.6 billion. 
IVC-Meitar’s Azran Lahat said the num-
bers differ because the methodology and 
databases used are different.

Let’s drill down further.
In the PwC report, 80 deals were 

cited of which 67 were mergers and 
13 were initial public offerings. (In the 
tech sector, the IPOs included Fiverr, 
Tufin, InMode and 89bio.) The average 
deal size in 2019 was $124 million, an 
increase of 53% over the 2018 figure. 
Twenty-four deals were valued at $100 
million or more, up from 17 last year.

Half of the total value of the deals 
was in the area of computing services 
and software. That includes the largest 
deal of the year, Intel’s $2 billion acqui-
sition of Habana Labs.

In the IVC-Meitar report, there were 
138 exit deals, of which 122 were merg-
ers and acquisitions.

The PwC report also looks beyond 
the tech sector. Including deals such as 
the Delek Group’s $2 billion acquisition 
of Chevron North Sea, merger and ac-
quisition activity in Israel surged 34% in 
2019, reaching a total deal value of $20.4 
billion – close (but still not identical) to 
the IVC-Meitar conclusion.

According to PwC, the number of 
deals in the $400 million to $1 billion 

range more than doubled (to nine) in 
2019, accounting for 42% of all activ-
ity. There were slightly more East Asian 
deals – 10 compared to eight in 2018 – 
but the average price fell to $75 million 
compared with $112 million in 2018.

Over the past 10 years, PwC counts 
587 Israeli technology exits worth a 
total of $70.8 billion, not counting deals 
announced in 2019 but not yet closed. 
The most prominent of those 587 deals 
was the $6.9 billion acquisition of Israeli 
chipmaker Mellanox Technologies by 
NVIDIA.

One more number: if we include 
companies acquired more than once or 
acquired after going public, the number 
for the decade would rise to a staggering 
$108 billion, according to PwC.

The “deal of the decade,” of course, 
was Intel’s 2017 acquisition of Mobil-
eye for $15.3 billion.
Exports
Israeli exports rose from $109 billion in 
2018 to $114 billion in 2019, according 
to the Central Bureau of Statistics and 
the Economy Ministry.

Most of the increase was in services 
exports (things like software, computing 
and R&D), which grew by nearly 12%. 
That helped to offset weakness in goods 
exports, which have been hurt by a slow-
ing of global trade, a weak diamond 
market and a strong shekel.

Overall, Israeli exports soared by 
almost 70% in the last decade (2009 
exports totaled just $67 billion), with 
high-tech services leading the way.

Exports comprise around 30% of 
Israel’s total economic activity. The 
majority go to the European Union, a 

market that grew 4.8% this year. The 
United States, Israel’s largest export 
market by country, rose only 2%. India 
grew by 9% in the last year, but Japan 
and China fell in 2019.

Nevertheless, exports to Japan 
increased a total of 73% over the last 
decade while exports to China jumped 
a whopping 402%. The last decade also 
saw an increase in exports of 40% to 
Latin America.
Venture capital
Local and international venture capital 
firms are the engine that keeps Israeli 
startups’ wheels greased.

Israeli companies raised $6.4 billion 
in 2019 from venture capitalists (VC) 
compared with $4.75 billion in 2018, 
according to the latest report by the IVC 
Research Center and the Israeli office of 
law firm Zysman, Aharoni, Gayer & Co. 
(ZAG-S&W).

If we look at total deal flow (not 
limited to VCs), we reach an even 
higher number: $8.3 billion in 2019 in 
522 deals, compared with $6.4 billion 
in 2018.

Software companies alone raised 
$4.4 billion in 2019, almost 50% more 
than the year before. Artificial intel-
ligence companies raised $3.7 billion 
in 199 deals in 2018, cyber companies 
raised $1.8 billion, fintech companies 
raised $1.7 billion, and life-sciences 
companies raised $1.38 billion in 2019.

While 2019 was a good year, it 
looks positively outstanding compared 
with the beginning of the decade, when 
VC investment in Israel was a mere 
$1.13 billion. Forty-one megadeals in 
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2019 raked in 50% of all funding raised.
Over the course of the last decade, 

128 megadeals of more than $50 mil-
lion each were concluded, totaling  
$12 billion.
Tourism
It wasn’t just technology records that 
were broken in 2019. Israel welcomed 
4.55 million tourists – its largest number 
yet. The 2019 figure was 11% higher 
than in 2018.

Tourism is a huge source of revenue 
for the country, injecting approximately 
23 billion shekels into the economy, the 
Tourism Ministry said.

Tourism has jumped since the Euro-
pean “Open Skies Agreement” has made 
it much more competitive for budget 
airlines to fly into and out of Israel.

Most of the travelers to Israel in 
2019 came from the U.S. (890,000 
visitors), followed by France (338,200), 
Russia (296,000), Germany (268,900) 

and Britain (218,700).
Another 144,000 visitors came 

from China – a 51% increase compared 
with 2018. Italy, Poland and Ukraine 
were popular sources for tourism to  
Israel in 2019, as well.

While the major cities remain the 
most popular for tourists, Tiberias along 
the Sea of Galilee saw a jump of 18% 
in the number of hotel nights booked in 
2019 over the previous year. Tel Aviv 
hotel nights booked were up 9% and 
Jerusalem rose by 8%.

Overall, inbound and outbound 
passenger traffic at Ben-Gurion Inter-
national Airport has more than doubled 
in the last decade. And the Ilan and Asaf 
Ramon Airport north of Eilat, opened 
in January 2019, has already seen one 
million people arrive through its gates.
Digital health
When you’re traveling, you want to 
stay healthy. So, it’s good news that  

ISRAEL21c...continued from previous page
Israeli startups in the digital health space 
raised 32% more in 2019 than the year 
before. That amounts to $662 million 
across 69 deals, according to Start-Up 
Nation Central.

Israel is in a good position to capi-
talize on digital health innovation: All 
Israeli citizens are required to join one 
of the country’s four HMOs, and Israel 
has long been a pioneer in digitizing 
patient records – almost 98% of them 
are now online.

Moreover, in 2018, the Israeli 
government launched a five-year $264 
million plan to provide startups access 
to the HMOs’ databases.

Some 580 digital health compa-
nies were operating in Israel in 2019, 
double the number at the beginning of 
the decade. Twenty-six percent are in 
the digital therapeutics sector, 20% in 
remote monitoring, 17% in decision-
making, 15% in clinical workflow, 12% 
in diagnostics, 6% in patient engage-
ment and 5% in assistive technology. 
Of those companies, 40% claim to use 
artificial intelligence in their software.

Most digital health investments in 
Israel were relatively small – an average 
of $7 million. However, five compa-
nies raised over $30 million in a single 
round: Healthy.io ($60 million), Viz.ai 
($50 million), EarlySense ($39 million), 
Theranica ($35 million) and DayTwo 
($31 million).

Start-Up Nation Central reports 
that there are more than 6,400 startups 
operating in Israel today, as well as  
362 multinational corporations in the 
country.

The richest Israelis
While we’re not sure this is an indica-
tor of economic prowess, the number 
of Israelis ranked on the Forbes 2019 
World Billionaires list increased from 
18 in 2018 to 21 in 2019.

Technically speaking, Roman 
Abramovich is Israel’s wealthiest man, 
with a fortune of $12.4 billion. Investor 
and football fan Abramovich received 
Israeli citizenship in May 2019, but 
Forbes still lists him as Russian.

Shipping magnate Eyal Ofer topped 
Forbes’ official list of richest Israelis, 
with $9.4 billion. His brother, Idan 
Ofer, who prior to his failed invest-
ment in Israeli electric car company 
Better Place held the title of wealthi-
est Israeli, is now in fourth place with  
$4.7 billion.

Industrialist Stef Wertheimer is 
worth $5.7 billion, according to Forbes, 
businesswoman Shari Arison has  
$5 billion (she’s also Israel’s wealthiest 
woman), and Teddy Sagi, founder of the 
gambling software company Playtech 
and owner of London’s Camden Market, 
is worth $3.1 billion.
Brian Blum has been a journalist and 
high-tech entrepreneur for over 20 
years. He combines this expertise for 
ISRAEL21c as he writes about hot new 
local startups, pharmaceutical ad-
vances, scientific discoveries, culture, 
the arts and daily life in Israel. He 
loves hiking the country with his family 
(and blogging about it). Originally from 
California, he lives in Jerusalem with 
his wife and three children.

Google lists Tel Aviv as 
#5 top travel destination 
in 2020
By Naama Barak, ISRAEL21c

Tel Aviv is a fabulous travel des-
tination, and certainly one on 
people’s mind. Internet giant 

Google recently shared that Tel Aviv 
was the fifth trending destination for the 
upcoming year.

Revealing the top 10 trending desti-
nations in 2020, Google listed Da Nang 
in Vietnam in first place, followed by 
Sao Paolo, Seoul, Tokyo and Tel Aviv. 
The second half of the list was com-
prised of Marseille, Vienna, Bangkok, 
Dubai and Perth.

The lineup was based on Google 
hotel search data in December 2019.

In good news for Israelis, they 
should be able to visit all the cities on 

the prestigious list, even Dubai in the 
United Arab Emirates, with which Israel 
doesn’t have formal diplomatic ties. The 
Muslim-majority emirate is hosting this 
year’s Expo and invited Israel to partici-
pate. This milestone opens up the gates 
to further Israeli tourism.

Back in this corner of the Middle 
East, meanwhile, it comes as no surprise 
that Tel Aviv nabbed such a top spot. In 
December, Forbes ranked it the second-
best city to visit in the world, preceded 
only by Las Vegas.

In October, Condé Nast Traveler 
named Israel in 15th place in its “Top 20 
Countries in the World: Readers’ Choice 
Awards 2019.”
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Google lists Tel Aviv as 
#5 top travel destination 
in 2020

the prestigious list, even Dubai in the 
United Arab Emirates, with which Israel 
doesn’t have formal diplomatic ties. The 
Muslim-majority emirate is hosting this 
year’s Expo and invited Israel to partici-
pate. This milestone opens up the gates 
to further Israeli tourism.

Back in this corner of the Middle 
East, meanwhile, it comes as no surprise 
that Tel Aviv nabbed such a top spot. In 
December, Forbes ranked it the second-
best city to visit in the world, preceded 
only by Las Vegas.

In October, Condé Nast Traveler 
named Israel in 15th place in its “Top 20 
Countries in the World: Readers’ Choice 
Awards 2019.”
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God’s role model

n Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

One of the most theologically 
challenging questions is why 
God allows bad things to hap-

pen in the world. The other side of this 
question is why does God not act to do 
more good in the world. Why doesn’t 
God actively intervene to create posi-
tive change and bring about a kinder, 

safer world? 
A fascinating mid- 

rash about Moses of-
fers us a possible 
answer. Exodus 2:11 
tells us that once Mo-
ses is grown, he goes 
out to the Israelites 
and witnesses their 
labor. The midrash 
expands on this, ex-

plaining that Moses left the comforts 
of the palace and was distressed by the 
oppression. First he cries, then he acts. 
Rabbi Eliezer in Shemot Rabbah said: 
“[If] he saw a large burden on a small 
person and a small burden on a large 
person, or a man’s burden on a woman 
and a woman’s burden on a man, or an 
elderly man’s burden on a young man 
and a young man’s burden on an elder-
ly man, he would leave aside his rank 
and go and right their burdens, and act 
as though he were assisting Pharaoh.” 

This is hardly as dramatic as go-
ing to Pharaoh and demanding “Let 
my people go!” Moses is not challeng-
ing the system of slavery and oppres-
sion. This act of Moses seems nothing 

more than a brief, temporary fix. But 
the midrash explains that Moses leav-
ing the Pharaoh’s palace and paying at-
tention to the Israelite burden inspires 
God. Shemot Rabbah continues: “The 
Holy One Blessed be God said: You 
left aside your business and went to see 
the sorrow of Israel, and acted toward 
them as brothers act. I will leave aside 
the upper and the lower [i.e. ignore the 
distinction between Heaven and Earth] 
and talk to you.” Thus does God call 
out to Moses from the burning bush 
and begins the process of redemption. 

This midrash offers the remarkable 
and startling conclusion that God looks 
to us as a role model. God is looking 
to us for inspiration. Moses goes out 
among the Israelites, witnesses their 
hard slavery, and does what he can to 
help. Because of this, God is inspired 
to reach out to Moses and command 
him to end the entire era of Israelite 
slavery. When we do something dif-
ferent and move out of our comfort 
zone, we are showing God that change 
is possible and worthwhile. When we 
help others by lessening their burdens, 
we remind God to act as well. Our ac-
tions matter not just on earth, but in the 
heavenly realm as well. God notices 
our human attempts to help. The more 
we do good in the world, the more, we 
pray, will God follow our example and 
together, we improve the world.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.

Connecting the dots
Back when I was young, Tu 

B’Shevat was a simple holiday. 
We bought leaves and trees 

to be planted in Israel. We deposited 
money in the blue boxes which were 
ubiquitous then. And we were given 

pieces of carob (or 
bokser) to eat by 
our Hebrew School 
teachers. For me, this 
was proof our teach-
ers were anti-Semitic 
– these “supposed” 
treats tasted terrible.

Several decades 
later, we see how the 
world has changed. 

Tu B’Shevat has become the original 
Arbor Day, urging us to care for and at-
tend to all the wonders of nature. Origi-
nally, this holiday was agricultural and 
economic. The 15th day of the month of 
Shevat was when the sap was supposed 
to start rising up through the trees. Be-
cause of that, it became the demarca-
tion point. Any new fruit was subject 
to the next year’s tithe, rather than the 
previous year’s. For much of our his-
tory, the holiday lay dormant. But in 
Safed, in the 16th century, with the re-
newal of Kabbalah under Rabbi Isaac 
Luria, something happened. One of 
his students wrote a Haggadah for Tu 
B’Shevat, much like we use for Pass-
over. The idea was that by focusing on 
eating various fruits and nuts, and by 
drinking some wine, we could become 
more aware of all the natural gifts all 
around us. It was to be a ritual of repair, 
a tikkun olam.

If you think about it, trees are all 
over the Torah: In the midst of the 
Garden of Eden, which Adam and Eve 
were not supposed to eat. To the fruit 
trees around a besieged city, that you 

Have an item you’d like  
to share? Need to reach  
the editor of L’CHAYIM?  

Send an email to  
LChayim36@gmail.com.

are not allowed to cut down. To the 
Aitz Chayim, the Tree of Life, about 
which we cling and chant every Torah 
service. The tree takes on a mystical 
significance because its roots connect 
it with the earth while its branches can 
extend to the heavens. And now, in our 
time, we can perceive that not only 
do trees give us oxygen to breathe but 
they also remove carbon dioxide from 
the air. What amazing gifts they are!

Trees are also symbolic of the 
new comprehension being born, that 
all the earth is alive and aware: trees 
and rocks, people and animals, birds 
and fish. This is often referred to as the 
“Gaia principle.” We are one great big, 
ever-developing, organism. That is why 
the earth complains to G-d when hu-
man blood is shed (see Cain and Abel). 
This is why the earth needs a year to lie 
fallow after several years of planting. 
And so the Torah becomes a manual 
not just for how to relate to G-d, others 
and myself. It now becomes a manual 
for how to relate to and care for this 
amazing world we’ve been given.

For those of us fortunate enough to 
be living in this City of Palms, we need 
to be doubly aware of this holiday and 
all of our blessings.
Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC, 
BCC is a Chaplain in Lee Health’s 
Department of Spiritual Services, and 
ministers at the Gulf Coast Medical 
Center.

n Rabbi 
    Michael J.
    Schorin
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Our beloved Purim spiel
Have you ever walked into a 

store and forgotten why you 
were there? Or met someone 

and suddenly you have forgotten their 
name and then they 
walk away. Don’t 
worry. It happens 
to all of us because 
truly our memory is 
very dependent on 
creativity. 

All of us have 
sat around a holiday 
table and reminisced 
about past events. 

Well, uncle Joe remembers an event 
that happened and is immediately told 
by Aunt Sadie that the event was differ-
ent. Both remember the event but they 
remember it differently. We all have 
very creative relatives. They tell the 
story differently and each swears that 
their account is correct. They are not 
lying, it’s just that different truths im-
pact their memory and history telling. 

And so it is with our beloved Pu-
rim spiel (‘play’ in Yiddish). It is the 
only genuine folk theater that has sur-
vived thousands of years of European 
culture. It is flourishing to this day in 
our culture.

The great sages during the Talmu-
dic period considered theater vulgar 
and pagan. Theater of the time was 
cruel and violent, often using slaves, 

especially Jews, as their actors and 
part of the drama. But the rabbis had 
a problem, a dilemma, especially with 
the holiday of Purim. The theatrical 
story of Esther is based on disguise, 
farce, melodrama, comedy, and victory 
over existential threat with rejoicing, 
masquerading, irreverence and even 
drunkenness. Over time it became a 
universal and public reenactment that 
started in the early centuries C.E. with 
the hanging and burning of Haman.

The spiel could be a poetic mono-
logue or a story portrayed by several 
actors, usually the story of Esther, but 
also other biblical stories, such as the 
telling of Joseph, or of David and Go-
liath. Since most Jewish men were lit-
erate and educated, stories told by the 
sages were added to stories from the 
Torah Commentaries. All stories were 
incorporated, along with satire directed 
toward the Rabbi, the Cantor, the com-
munity leaders and other authorities.

Purim is a wonderful irreverent 
holiday, with great joy and acting out. 
Many synagogues read the Megillah, 
acting out and singing the various char-
acter parts as they come into the tell-
ing of the tale. Creativity has no limits 
as laughter spontaneously erupts. May 
we all be blessed with laughter and joy. 
Chag Sameach.
Rabbi Devora Buchen serves at Temple 
Beth Shalom in Cape Coral.

n Rabbi 
    Devora 
    Buchen
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Dr. Paul Bartrop, Director

Junk thoughts drive out 
good ones

n Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond

I struggled with my piece for this 
month and, after submitting one, 
decided to call it back and write 

this one instead.
The first column wondered out 

loud whether it was “good for the Jews 
or bad for the Jews” 
that so many of our 
people figured so 
prominently on both 
sides of the attempt 
to depose the sitting 
president. I thought 
that it might make 
us a lightning rod 
for the angry fringes 

of both camps with dangerous conse-
quences for the future well-being of 
our people in this land.

But then I listened to my sermon 
last Friday. (My sermons generally are 
me talking to myself out loud, working 
things out when I’m struggling with 
them inside, since I am a strong audi-
tory learner, so hearing my thoughts 
makes them easier to sort out.)

I talked about the intellectual/emo-
tional equivalent to Gresham’s Law, 
which states that “Bad money drives 
out good.” It comes from a time when, 
if there was counterfeit money in cir-
culation, the holders of good currency 
would keep it in their pockets.

Applied to the sermon, “Junk 
thoughts drive out good ones.” Good 
thoughts are the constructive ones that 

enhance our lives and the lives of those 
around us. Good thoughts are produc-
tive, since they deal with that which 
is real and close to us and that have a 
practical day-to-day effect on us per-
sonally and add to our little circle and 
maybe beyond.

Junk thoughts are foisted on us 
from the outside by those who want to 
hijack us for their own purposes. Some-
times either they are intended make us 
angry and move us to conflict with oth-
ers for reasons that have nothing at all 
to do with us personally (politics), or 
they try to move us to buy things that 
we simply do not need or can’t even 
afford (marketing).

Now more than ever, these junk 
thoughts are relentlessly assaulting 
us, and when we let them in, they pro-
ceed to drive out our good, wholesome 
practical thinking. I am pretty sure that 
I can focus on only one thought a time, 
and I’d much rather it be about God, 
or Torah, or doing good within the “4 
paces of my life” rather than warring 
politicians or My Pillow.

The effulgence of junk thoughts is 
just going to get worse from now un-
til November and probably beyond. 
Keep them out. Don’t let them in. And, 
for Heaven’s sake, let’s not fight over 
them!
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.
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The secret of our survival
The story of Purim, as related in 

the Book of Esther, gives us a 
clear analysis of the “Jewish 

problem.”
Being dispersed over 127 provinc-

es and lands, their own still in ruins, the 
Jews undoubtedly differed from one 

another in custom, 
garment and tongue 
according to the 
place of their disper-
sal, very much in the 
same way as Jews in 
different lands dif-
fer nowadays. Yet, 
though there were 
Jews who would 
conceal their Jewish-

ness, Haman, the enemy of the Jews, 
recognized the essential qualities and 
characteristics of the Jews which made 
all of them, with or without their con-
sent, into “one people,” namely, “their 
laws are different from those of any 
other people.” (Book of Esther 3:8)

Hence, in his wicked desire to 
annihilate the Jews, Haman seeks to 
destroy “all the Jews, young and old, 
children and women.” Although there 
were in those days, too, Jews who 
strictly adhered to the Torah and mitz-
vot, and Jews whose religious ties with 
their people were weak, or who sought 
to assimilate themselves, none could 
escape the classification of belonging 
to that “one people,” and everyone was 
included in Haman’s cruel decree.

In all ages there were Hamans, 
yet we have outlived them, thank G-d. 
Wherein lies the secret of our survival?

The answer will be evident from the 
following illustration. When a scientist 
seeks to ascertain the laws governing 
a certain phenomenon, or to discover 
the essential properties of a certain el-
ement in nature, he must undertake a 
series of experiments under the most 
varied conditions in order to discover 
those properties or laws which are ob-
tained under all conditions alike. No 
true scientific law can be deduced from 
a minimum number of experiments, or 
from experiments under similar or only 
slightly varied conditions, for the re-
sults as to what is essential and what is 
secondary or quite unimportant would 
then not be conclusive.

The same principle should be ap-
plied to our people. It is one of the 
oldest in the world, beginning its na-
tional history from the Revelation at 
Mount Sinai, some 3,300 years ago. In 
the course of these long centuries, our 
people have lived under extremely var-
ied conditions, in most different times 

and different places all over the world. 
If we wish to discover the essential el-
ements making up the cause and very 
basis of the existence of our people 
and its unique strength, we must con-
clude that it is not its peculiar physi-
cal or intrinsic mental characteristics, 
not its tongue, manner and customs (in 
a wider sense), nor even its racial pu-
rity, for there were times in the early 
history of our people, as well as dur-
ing the Middle Ages and even recent 
times, when whole ethnic groups and 
tribes have become proselytes and part 
of our people.

The essential element which unites 
our “dispersed and scattered people” 
and makes it “one people” throughout 
its dispersion and regardless of time, is 
the Torah and mitzvot, the Jewish way 
of life which has remained basically 
the same throughout the ages and in 
all places. The conclusion is clear and 
beyond doubt: it is the Torah and mitz-
vot which made our people indestruc-
tible on the world scene in the face of 
massacres and pogroms aiming at our 
physical destruction, and in the face of 
ideological onslaughts of foreign cul-
tures aiming at our spiritual destruc-
tion.

Purim teaches us the age-old les-
son, which has been verified even most 
recently, to our sorrow, that no man-
ner of assimilationism, not even such 
which is extended over several gen-
erations, provides an escape from the 
Hamans and Hitlers; nor can any Jew 
sever his ties with his people by at-
tempting such an escape.

On the contrary: Our salvation and 
our existence depend precisely upon 
the fact that “their laws are different 
from those of any other people.”

Purim reminds us that the strength 
of our people as a whole, and of each 
individual Jew and Jewess, lies in a 
closer adherence to our ancient spiri-
tual heritage, which contains the secret 
of harmonious life, hence of a healthy 
and happy life. All other things in our 
spiritual and temporal life must be free 
from any contradiction to the basis and 
essence of our existence, and must be 
attuned accordingly in order to make 
for the utmost harmony, and add to our 
physical and spiritual strength, both of 
which go hand in hand in Jewish life.

With best wishes for a joyous  
Purim and may we live to see a world 
free of Hamans and all types of Ama-
lekites.
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves at 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Florida.

n Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

Ideas do have 
consequences

n Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

There is a story of a man who 
spent most of the day in front of 
his television set watching one 

football game after another. Finally, he 
fell asleep and spent the night in his 

chair. When his wife 
arose in the morn-
ing she was afraid 
that he would be late 
for work. “Get up, 
dear,” she said. “It’s 
twenty to seven.” In 
an instant the man 
was fully awake. “In 
whose favor?” he 
asked.

We must not fall asleep in life so 
that we do not know the goals of living. 

There is a school of thought which 
maintains that only that which is per-
ceived through the senses is real. A 
chair or table is something we see and 

touch. Foul or fragrant is something we 
can smell. Loud or soft is something we 
can hear. Bitter or sweet is something 
we can taste. But freedom, justice, re-
sponsibility and decency are literally 
non sense or nonsense. Judaism, how-
ever, believes just the opposite – that 
these very values give meaning to life, 
and without them life is nonsense. 

In fact, that belief is the basic dif-
ference between an animal and a hu-
man. To an animal, morality and honor 
are meaningless terms, while to a hu-
man they are of supreme meaning. 
Values determine the direction and 
purposes of an individual, of a society. 
Human beings create concepts, goals 
and ideas. Human beings know that 
ideas have consequences. 
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.
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and different places all over the world. 
If we wish to discover the essential el-
ements making up the cause and very 
basis of the existence of our people 
and its unique strength, we must con-
clude that it is not its peculiar physi-
cal or intrinsic mental characteristics, 
not its tongue, manner and customs (in 
a wider sense), nor even its racial pu-
rity, for there were times in the early 
history of our people, as well as dur-
ing the Middle Ages and even recent 
times, when whole ethnic groups and 
tribes have become proselytes and part 
of our people.

The essential element which unites 
our “dispersed and scattered people” 
and makes it “one people” throughout 
its dispersion and regardless of time, is 
the Torah and mitzvot, the Jewish way 
of life which has remained basically 
the same throughout the ages and in 
all places. The conclusion is clear and 
beyond doubt: it is the Torah and mitz-
vot which made our people indestruc-
tible on the world scene in the face of 
massacres and pogroms aiming at our 
physical destruction, and in the face of 
ideological onslaughts of foreign cul-
tures aiming at our spiritual destruc-
tion.

Purim teaches us the age-old les-
son, which has been verified even most 
recently, to our sorrow, that no man-
ner of assimilationism, not even such 
which is extended over several gen-
erations, provides an escape from the 
Hamans and Hitlers; nor can any Jew 
sever his ties with his people by at-
tempting such an escape.

On the contrary: Our salvation and 
our existence depend precisely upon 
the fact that “their laws are different 
from those of any other people.”

Purim reminds us that the strength 
of our people as a whole, and of each 
individual Jew and Jewess, lies in a 
closer adherence to our ancient spiri-
tual heritage, which contains the secret 
of harmonious life, hence of a healthy 
and happy life. All other things in our 
spiritual and temporal life must be free 
from any contradiction to the basis and 
essence of our existence, and must be 
attuned accordingly in order to make 
for the utmost harmony, and add to our 
physical and spiritual strength, both of 
which go hand in hand in Jewish life.

With best wishes for a joyous  
Purim and may we live to see a world 
free of Hamans and all types of Ama-
lekites.
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves at 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Florida.

Ideas do have 
consequences
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The Megillah offers us a 
complex understanding 
of identity

Stand up and  
be visibly counted
All of my life I have been grate-

ful that our American constitu-
tion guarantees freedom of re-

ligion. But I also embraced the fact that 
it guarantees “freedom from religion.” 

While Jewish religious thought and 
ritual mean every-
thing to me, I have 
always understood 
and respected that 
many Jews are not 
religiously observant 
and have no desire to 
become so. 

I always felt their 
choice to be non-ob-
servant was as valid 

for them as my choice to be observant 
is for me...until now.

With the sharp spike in anti-Semit-
ic incidents in recent months, it is time 
for Jews to show their pride in and soli-
darity with our people. 

A true-life experience told by Da-
vid Scher, z’l, to a rapt group of Con-
firmation students at my congregation 
in Maryland years ago comes to mind:

When I was in army boot camp, a 
tough as nails drill sergeant came up to 
me on a Friday afternoon with an out of 
character smile on his face. “Soldier,” 
he said, “I have good news for you. I 
have made arrangements for you and 
the other Jewish recruits to attend ser-
vices on Friday evenings at the local 
synagogue.” “Thank you, sir,” David 
answered, “but I am not really reli-
gious and don’t often attend services.” 
“Son,” the sergeant answered, “if you 
don’t have respect for your religion, 
don’t ever expect anyone else to.” 

In these perilous times, I find my-
self putting the question to my non-ob-
servant acquaintances that I never felt 
the need to ask before. It is the same 
question that Mordecai put to Queen 
Esther: Who knows if you have not 
come to be where you are for just such 
a time as this (Esther 4:14). 

Dr. John Danner, Sr. Pastor at 

n Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

Sanibel Congregational UCC, where 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands holds 
its activities, and I recently conducted 
a three-week study of the biblical Book 
of Esther. It is a story we will reenact 
– with Dr. Danner in the role of King 
Ahasueras – in our Purim Presentation 
on Monday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m. We 
encourage all of you to attend. 

At the beginning of the story, Mor-
decai instructs Esther not to reveal her 
heritage when she becomes the King’s 
bride. In the face of Haman’s anti-Se-
mitic threat to destroy us, though, he 
tells her, now is the time to reveal your-
self and stand with your people against 
the existential threat to our freedom 
that has arisen. 

Now is such a time for Jews today. 
We Jews cannot control the actions 

of misguided or deranged people who 
perpetrate anti-Jewish hate. But we can 
control our response. The non-Jewish 
world has shown heartwarming sup-
port and solidarity with us in the wake 
of the horrible anti- Semitic attacks in 
Pittsburgh, Poway, Monsey, Brooklyn 
and Jersey City. The best way to show 
our gratitude is to stand up proudly as 
Jews. 

Throughout history, beginning 
with Pharaoh in Egypt through Hitler 
a generation ago, many tyrants have 
risen to try to destroy us. Many have 
been the threats to our lives and com-
fort level in society. None of them have 
succeeded. 

But the biggest ally of anti-Semi-
tism is our own indifference to our pre-
cious heritage. Now is the time for all 
Jews to stand up and be visibly count-
ed as proud exponents of our ancient 
Covenant and its cultural and religious 
practices. 

The drill sergeant spoke a truth all 
of us should heed.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on Sani-
bel Island.

n Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

Part of our Purim celebration is 
wearing costumes. Actually, 
Megillat Esther, “the Megillah,” 

calls for the wearing of masks. We take 
this part of the celebration seriously. 
People come to synagogue with all 
kinds of disguises. Last year, I dressed 

up as a Boston Red 
Sox fan – totally out 
of character for me. 

What is this 
wearing of costumes 
all about? For sure, it 
is a universal form of 
celebration. Whether 
it’s Halloween, Mar-
di Gras or the musi-
cal The Phantom of 

the Opera, people like pretending to be 
someone they’re not. 

But, what does that have to do with 
Purim? Why is trying on different iden-
tities part of this holiday? One possibil-
ity is that the Book of Esther is putting 
a Jewish spin on a celebratory practice 
that Jews were doing anyway. Now we 
have a Jewish rationale for our playful-
ness. 

But another rationale might be a 
commentary on the characters of Mor-
decai and Esther. For the name Morde-
cai is Persian. It’s based on the Babylo-
nian god Marduk. And the name Esther 
is based on the goddess Astarte. The 
Jewish heroes of the book are assimi-
lated Jews: they have Persian names; 
they are part of the Persian royal court; 
Esther is a Jewish consort of the king! 
They appear to be totally Persian. But 
one lesson of the book, perhaps its 
main lesson, is that while they may 
look to be Persian on the outside, they 
never forget their people, and they risk 
their lives to save us from Haman who 
seeks to do us ill. Below the surface, 
they’re very Jewish. Maybe the Megil-
lah is acknowledging – even celebrat-
ing – the masks Jews wear. 

Another biblical character, perhaps 
the one upon whom Mordecai and Es-
ther are based, is Joseph. In the book 
of Genesis, his brothers don’t recog-
nize him because he looks Egyptian. 
His clothing is Egyptian; his hairstyle 
is Egyptian; he speaks Egyptian and 
he now has an Egyptian name (Tzafnat 
Panei-ach). But with Joseph too, even 

after being second in command to the 
pharaoh, he never forgets his family 
and he saves them from starvation. His 
Egyptian image is only a façade. On 
the inside, he’s one of us. 

Every year at Purim time, I look 
at my copy of Eugene Borowitz’s 
The Masks Jews Wear. Back in 1973, 
Borowitz, a great Jewish thinker, was 
concerned that American Jews were 
not being true to their Jewish identity. 
But, while Borowitz believed that true 
Jewish identity needed to be based ex-
clusively on our relationship with God, 
the characters of Esther, Mordecai and 
Joseph suggest another direction for 
our allegiance. (It would really be bet-
ter to write “an additional” direction 
for allegiance. This rabbi believes in 
God Who redeemed us from Egypt and 
Who gives us religious and moral com-
mandments to guide our lives.) 

There is no mention of God in the 
Book of Esther. And, while Joseph is 
described as “fearing God,” the Torah 
records no prayer offered by him, nor 
any revelation received by him. Unlike 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, we don’t 
know if Joseph talked with God. What 
all of these people did feel was a strong 
connection to the Jewish people. They 
may have looked Persian or Egyptian 
on the outside, but they never forgot 
they were part of the Jewish people on 
the inside. 

Are these masks pseudo-identi-
ties? I think not. The Tanakh (Hebrew 
for Bible) presents this model of iden-
tification as a valid mode of being Jew-
ish. We can be thoroughly modern and 
thoroughly Jewish at the same time. 
We can live in general society while 
maintaining a strong allegiance to the 
Jewish people (and, I would add, to the 
mitzvot and Jewish way of life). 

The Megillah offers us a complex 
understanding of identity. How we 
look on the outside is part of who we 
are – a useful part; a part that allows 
us to save our people – but not its en-
tirety. Our allegiance to our people and 
to God is what makes us Jewish. We 
may not always wear these allegiances 
on the outside, but, as in the Megillah, 
they are not far below the surface.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

Mordechai and Haman
The beginning of the story of 

Purim tells us how Mordechai 
saved the king from the two as-

sassins Bigtan and Teresh. We would 
think the king might somehow repay 
him for watching his back, but Mor-

dechai is not looking 
for a payday. He just 
wants to get closer 
to Ha Shem and his 
Jewish soul, his ne-
shama rejects any 
personal reward.

Surprisingly, it’s 
Haman not Morde-
chai who is honored 
when the king ap-

points him to the position of head min-
ister. Haman becomes a big shot in the 
kingdom, and all the king’s slaves are 
ordered to bow before him. In other 
words, this has all gone straight to his 
head and his ego is out of control.

Out of all the people in the town 
of Shushan, only Mordechai has the 
chutzpah to refuse to bow to Haman 
and in doing so risks his life. The 
people could now see how inflated Ha-
man’s ego had become and they could 
also be inspired and influenced by 
Mordechai’s bold and fearless actions.

There’s a distinct difference be-
tween Mordechai and Haman, and 
herein lies the deeper meaning of Pu-
rim. Haman’s only interest is his own 
gain, his desire for power. He wants to 
rule the world and doesn’t care who he 
destroys in the process even if he ul-
timately destroys himself. Haman cer-
tainly paved the way for other mega-
lomaniacs like Mao, Stalin and Hitler.

Mordechai on the other hand wish-
es only to remain loyal to the true king, 
using him as a mentor and good ex-
ample of how to conduct himself. Mor-
dechai can’t be bribed or influenced. 
He can stand firm while everyone else 
bows to Haman. He can’t be bought 
at any price and he is certain that ev-
eryone will soon see who the real king 
is. He leads by example with the un-
derstanding that he cannot impose his 
ways on others.

Haman gains control of the king-
dom and decides to use the power he’s 
been given to execute his evil plan and 
destroy his main enemy, Mordechai, 
who represents the spark of Divine 
light that is within each of us, the inner 
spiritual strength and still small voice 
that allows us to stand up for what is 
right. This is the strength that can give 
us the ability to rise above any chal-
lenge.

Facing Amalek, those who wish to 
destroy us, is something we’ve dealt 
with throughout our history in the 
form of Haman, Pharaoh and Hitler. 
Even today we deal with Amalek in the 
form of nations that swear to our de-
struction like Iran and terrorist groups 
like Isis, Hamas and Hezbollah. Each 
year, the story of Purim demonstrates 
for us what we can accomplish when 
we hold fast to our Jewish traditions 
and Torah values. Whether in the past 
or in the present day, we hold the key 
to our own success or failure. Anachnu 
Chazakim – We Are Strong!
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.

n Rabbi 
    Lawrence
    Dermer

 

Community  
Minyan at 

Monday-Thursday Evenings 5:45pm 
Sunday Mornings 9:30am 

Come and be counted 

Please call Tab in our office at 239-433-0201 
or email tjswfledu@gmail.com if you have 
any questions or would like to commit to a 

schedule or specific dates. 

The Federation can be reached at 239.481.4449
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For a continuously updated  
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

BBYO happenings
By Jessica Zimmerman, Associate Regional Dir., North Florida Region

In January, Fort Myers BBYO gath-
ered with teens from across North 
Florida Region at MIT/AIT LTI 

(Member in Training/Aleph in Training 
Leadership Train-
ing Institute) in 
Lake Placid, Flor-
ida. Five Fort My-
ers teens joined us 
for this very excit-
ing weekend-long 
convention where 
teens learned new 
leadership skills, 

interacted with Jewish friends and 
speakers, and were introduced to their 

big/little! 
In late January, Fort Myers teens 

kicked off the term at a hockey game 
featuring the Everblades. Nearly 20 
teens from Naples and Fort Myers 
gathered for this event. It was a blast!

This month, you will find Fort 
Myers teens gathering for a scavenger 
hunt at the Bell Tower Shops on Satur-
day, March 14.

For more information about BBYO 
events, and to be added to our email 
list and receive updates about BBYO 
programming, email me at jesszimmer 
man@bbyo.org. I hope to welcome 
you to Fort Myers BBYO.

Jessica Zimmerman

FOCUS ON YOUTHFOCUS ON YOUTH

Joseph Horowitz 
Israel Travel Grant 

available through the  
Community Foundation 

of the Jewish Federation  
of Lee and Charlotte Counties..    

 

is proud to offer the SStteevvaann  &&  MMaarriillyynn  SSiimmoonn  FFaammiillyy  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp.  

 
 
 

This scholarship is open to those at least high school age who 
demonstrate leadership qualities and will be participating in a      
2-week or longer program in Israel.  

 
 

Application deadline is March 1, 2020 and requires writing a  
short essay.  

 

For more information, and to access the application, visit the    
TOP Jewish Foundation website at topjewishfoundation.org  

For more information   
visit jewishfederationlcc.org 

DEADLINE: 
  

ELIGIBILITY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APPLICATION: 
PROCESS 

April 30, 2020 
 
Scholarship applications are now available 
for Jewish residents of Lee and Charlotte 
Counties, Florida, wishing to pursue     
postsecondary education.   

Applicants must be under 30 years of age 
and priority will be given to full-time       
students. Funding is limited and decisions 
will be based primarily on financial need.  
 
For guidelines and application process,  
visit our website at jewishfederationlcc.org 
 

Scholarships are made available from designated  
funds held by the Jewish Community Foundation.  

Fall 2020 
Educational Scholarships 

Available  

Fort Myers and Naples teens at Southwest Florida Kickoff with the Florida Everblades

Delivering love  
one challah at a time
Loaves of Love” was created to 

serve the needs of our growing 
senior community. Jewish stu-

dents at Florida Gulf Coast University 
deliver homemade challahs, seasoned 
with love, support and companionship, 
to Jewish seniors in the area. 

Each Friday, students come over 
to Chabad, the center for Jewish life 
on campus, to braid and wrap home-
made challahs to then deliver. Both the 
students and seniors look forward to 
seeing each other each week, spending 
quality time together. Beautiful friend-
ships are being born and 
each of them are price-
less and golden connec-
tions. Sasha Sanchez, a 
junior, notes, “Loaves 
of Love reminds me of 
my great-grandmother 
and how I am able to 
bring a loving and Jew-
ish environment to those 
who remind me of her.”

“We wanted to create the opportu-
nity for students to give to the Jewish 
community, instilling in them Jewish 
values of sharing and caring,” says 
Rabbi Mendel Gordon, Director of 
Chabad at FGCU. He stresses that the 
program is also important because it 
lets people know they are wanted, loved 
and not alone. Chabad is a resource  

and here for them. 
Managers at the senior homes have 

asked for more student-senior program-
ming, including Jewish holiday events. 
It’s empowering to reflect on what one 
small good act can lead to.

Shternie, the rabbi’s wife and Co-
director of Chabad at FGCU, relates, 
“Students are busy with school and work 
commitments, yet it’s so inspiring to see 
the enthusiasm students show in taking 
on this project and sharing of their time 
each week.”

If you are looking for a good-deed 

project, spread the love by supporting 
this new initiative. If you are a senior 
in our community, or a family mem-
ber of one, and you want our friendly 
volunteers to stop by with some fresh 
homemade challah, contact Rabbi Gor-
don at 347.452.0489 or chabadfgcu@
gmail.com.

“

FGCU students with residents of American House Fort Myers

FGCU student Sasha Sanchez, Lee, Arthur, FGCU student Morgan Weiss

More “PDJ”  
on FGCU campus
Jewish students meet weekly in the 

Cohen Center food court at Florida 
Gulf Coast University for what’s 

called “Lunch ’n Learn.” The students 
gather each Wednesday to socialize, 
learn and discuss relevant Jewish 
themes and their personal lives. The 
weekly action and activity of Jewish life 
on campus culminates with a homemade 
Shabbat dinner, with the best “courses” 
on campus for students to wrap up their 
week with nourishment for the body and 
food for the soul.

A few weeks ago, over 50 students 
were privileged to celebrate Shabbat 
dinner with a special guest from Penn-
sylvania, who shared personal stories 
and Jewish ideals, together with insights 
on mental health and relationships. 
Besides being a clinical physiothera-
pist, Hard Charlie is a rapper, a Jewish 
rapper. He inspired us with his raps 

encouraging more “PDJ” – proud Public 
Displays of Judaism on campus.

Students took action after this 
meaningful weekend by getting more 
involved in current programs, weekly 
Shabbat dinners, and weekly kosher 
Lunch ’n Learns on campus. 

Another new initiative recently 
launched. Called “Loaves of Love,” stu-
dents visit local Jewish seniors weekly. 

Jewish student life on campus is 
always pulsating with vibrant events and 
activities, yet there’s always more good 
to do. Chabad has added new learning 
opportunities for students, including 
a Hebrew reading course and a class 
for young women on the Jewish view 
of marriage and feminism. Chabad is 
where it’s at. To connect a student or 
help out, contact Rabbi Mendel Gordon 
at 347.452.0489 or chabadfgcu@gmail.
com.

Changing your address? 
Keep L’CHAYIM coming 

to your home. Email 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

Please support our advertisers. They help make L’CHAYIM possible.
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PPJJ  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  RRAADDIIOO  LLIIVVEE!!  
 

Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids       
music — anytime, anywhere.    

Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online  
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs 

from hundreds of artists across the globe. 
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks       

for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime. 
 

• Listen to the music online 

• Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play       
or Tune In Radio  
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of the Jewish Federation  
of Lee and Charlotte Counties..    

 

is proud to offer the SStteevvaann  &&  MMaarriillyynn  SSiimmoonn  FFaammiillyy  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp.  

 
 
 

This scholarship is open to those at least high school age who 
demonstrate leadership qualities and will be participating in a      
2-week or longer program in Israel.  
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For more information   
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DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! 
 

SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in  

Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

 

More information,     
contact Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

PJ Library invites you to a 

Passover Puppet Show and Seder 
Friday, April 10, 11:30am    

 Community Free Synagogue  ~ 10868 Metro Pkwy, Fort Myers  

Join Us for PJ Library Stories, a Puppet Show and Lunch 

For children 8 & under. Free and open to the community. 

For more info or to R.S.V.P. contact Rabbi Bruce Diamond  at 239.466.6671 or synfree@comcast.net 

 

Delivering love  
one challah at a time

and here for them. 
Managers at the senior homes have 

asked for more student-senior program-
ming, including Jewish holiday events. 
It’s empowering to reflect on what one 
small good act can lead to.

Shternie, the rabbi’s wife and Co-
director of Chabad at FGCU, relates, 
“Students are busy with school and work 
commitments, yet it’s so inspiring to see 
the enthusiasm students show in taking 
on this project and sharing of their time 
each week.”

If you are looking for a good-deed 

project, spread the love by supporting 
this new initiative. If you are a senior 
in our community, or a family mem-
ber of one, and you want our friendly 
volunteers to stop by with some fresh 
homemade challah, contact Rabbi Gor-
don at 347.452.0489 or chabadfgcu@
gmail.com.

FGCU student Sasha Sanchez, Lee, Arthur, FGCU student Morgan Weiss

 

       Following is a list of staples always in need at the food pantry: 

    PPeeaannuutt  bbuutttteerr  aanndd  jjeellllyy      PPaassttaa  ssaauuccee  ((ppaassttaa,,  nnoott  nneeeeddeedd))  

    RRiiccee  aanndd  bbeeaannss                      CCaannnneedd  vveeggeettaabblleess  aanndd  ffrruuiittss  

  CCeerreeaall                          CCaannnneedd  mmeeaattss  

  CCoonnddiimmeennttss                                                      TTooiilleettrriieess  ffoorr  aadduullttss  &&  cchhiillddrreenn  
 

Gift cards to places like Publix, Walmart, Target, etc., as well as cash donations, are also appreciated.  
Jewish Family Services helps seniors, individuals and families with a variety of needs. 

JJEEWWIISSHH  FFEEDDEERRAATTIIOONN    

FFOOOODD  PPAANNTTRRYY  Changing your address? 
Keep L’CHAYIM coming 

to your home. Email 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

Save the date for Israelfest: Sunday, May 3 from 2-5pm! See the back page for more info.
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Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the 

Federation’s e-blasts.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

FOCUS ON YOUTHFOCUS ON YOUTH

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
After a much-needed break, Temple 
Judea Religious School is back at it 
again. We kicked off the year with two 
bar mitzvah celebrations which were a 
source of great pride for everyone. It 
is always nice to see extended families 
and friends come together to support 
and celebrate these occasions. 

On January 19 our students gath-
ered the non-perishable foods they and 
the preschool students had collected 
and delivered them to the Federation’s 
food pantry. There they were able to 
learn more about how the food pantry 
works and supports those in need. 

Our youngest class of students 
with Morah Chana has completed its 
introductory lessons on the Aleph Bet 
and prepared several songs for our 
Religious School Shabbat program on 
February 7. The favorite activities are 
snacks, coloring their Aleph Bet letters 
and the Hebrew colors game, which 
always results in spinning around and 
giggling. 

Morah Tali’s class has been busily 
engaged in all things Hebrew: learn-
ing the Friday night service, practicing 
their Megillah reading portions, and 
learning verb conjugation through cre-
ating sentences with known vocabulary. 
The favorite activities are the students 
leading the vocabulary review (playing 
teacher for each other), reading Torah 
portions set as interactive drama, and 
rousing games of “Haretzl Amar.” This 
game consists of using their Hebrew 
vocabulary to perform tasks “Simon 
Says” style in Hebrew, such as touch-
ing the table or their heads, jumping up 
and down, and running (outside) to dif-
ferent locations. 

Morah Bari and Morah Iris’s class 
continues to be impressive. In addi-

tion to learning the Shab-
bat morning service and 
Birkat Hamazon, they 
have been studying Jew-

ish history through the text Mystery of 
the Coins. Once completed, they will 
recreate their favorite coins which ex-
emplify the values they hold dearest. 
Their favorite activities are still play-
ing the vocabulary/decoding review 
game “Gefilte Fish” and any hands-on 
crafts. 

On February 7, we held a Reli-
gious School Shabbat program. It’s 
very gratifying to see the growth in the 
students every time they come up and 
lead services. Each time a different stu-
dent makes the moment theirs. 

On February 9, we welcomed our 
new teacher, Moreh Alex, who will be 
working with our pre-b’nai mitzvah 
students. Alex comes to us from Dela-
ware, where he was active in Ameri-
Corps and worked with a university 
as a resident assistant. Currently, Alex 
works for the School District of Lee 
County with Pre-K through Grade 5 
students. He is also writing camp cur-
riculum for the YMCA Camp Mill 
Hollow in the Uinta Mountains in 
northeast Utah. Welcome Moreh Alex! 
Upcoming Family-Friendly Events 
at Temple Judea:

 � March 8 - 9:30 a.m. –  
Purim Carnival at Temple Beth El

 � March 9 - 6:00 p.m. – “Purim 
Wars” and Megillah Reading  
(Star Wars themed)

 � March 19 - 4:30 p.m. –  
The Hebrew Games

 � March 29 - 9:30 a.m. – 
Grandparents Day/Cooking  
with Grandparents
We look forward to seeing you 

at Temple Judea! If you have ques-
tions about any of our programming, 
or would like to volunteer to assist at 
a program, or attend any of our events 
as a guest, please call me in our office 
at 239.433.0201 or email tjswfledu@
gmail.com.

TEMPLE BETH EL SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Beth El Religious School
Temple Beth El Religious School has 
been a busy place recently. On Sunday, 
January 26, we participated in Mitzvah 
Day where our whole TBE community 
performed mitzvahs. After enjoying a 
delicious bagel breakfast and uplifting 
tefillah service from Rabbi Luna, the 
congregation got to work. The younger 
students helped make cards for the el-
derly and for soldiers. Our Confirma-
tion students took a trip to the TBE 
Garden of Memories Cemetery to tidy 
up the grounds. This trip follows les-
sons about the Jewish mourning prac-
tices and Jewish views on the afterlife 
that Rabbi Luna has been conducting 
with the students. 

On Sunday, February 2, we held 
our second extended day Camp TBE 
to prepare for the upcoming holiday 
Tu B’Shevat. After having an excit-
ing morning of religious school where 
students made chocolate bird nests and 
read about the holiday, they had a pizza 

lunch and began a rota-
tion of activities. Rabbi 
Luna led the students on 
a nature discovery walk 

through the preserve, Lindy Smith 
worked with the students to create a 
beautiful necklace from a tree trunk, 
and Tami Traiger led the students in a 
fruit sensory activity of blind fruit tast-
ing. Our Confirmation students met in 
the morning with Rabbi Luna to learn 
about the Jewish teaching that every-
thing in nature prays. After class, the 
confirmation students helped prepare 
fruit and then accompanied the young-
er classes through the three activities. 
Our younger students loved having the 
“big kids” join them. 
Important upcoming dates:

 � Sunday, March 8 - Purim Carnival 
at TBE with Temple Judea

 � Friday, March 27 - Shabbat 
Family Dinner and Service

 � Sunday, April 5 - Religious School 
Passover Seder
For more information, call the 

Temple Beth El office at 239.433.0018 
or email religiousschooltbe@gmail.com.

Confirmation students at the Garden of Memories Cemetery

Confirmation students helping at the cemetery on Mitzvah Day

Confirmation students preparing for extended day activities

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
March     6:    6:14
March  13:    7:18
March  20:    7:21
March  27:    7:25

 

Results of  
a recent  
national     
survey of 

25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
making a     

difference in the 
lives of families 
raising Jewish 

children.. 

Earn CAS Credits
The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

Follow the Federation at www.facebook.com/JewishFederationLCCSign up for the Federation’s e-blasts. Send an email to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
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JEWISH WAR VETERANS
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400

(239) 246-3151

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the 

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

ORGANIZATIONSORGANIZAT IONS

Eryka Aptaker
These last two months have had their 
ups and downs for the Jewish War Vet-
erans Post 400. Let me start by thank-
ing the Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlotte Counties for its invitation 
to the holiday party in December. It 
was beautifully done! While we were 
able to celebrate the holidays with all 
of you, we were given bad news about 
one of our comrades, Roger Satin, 
who passed away the evening prior. 
We saved a place for him at our table 
and honored him with his picture on 
the table. RIP friend. We will miss you 
greatly! 

On January 26, we had our month-
ly meeting, which was an extremely 
busy one. We had visitors from other 
posts: Ed Cohen - St. Louis Command-
er and Stu Blum - from the Rochester, 
New York, Post. Commander Harvey 
Charter presented the Vietnam Veter-
ans pin to one of our new members, 
Andy Kaufman. Commander Charter 

and Sr. Vice Commander 
Bob Ruberto were par-
ticipants in the Honor 
Guard at the Lee County 
Homeless Coalition. 

The Victor Paul Tuchman, JWV 
Post 400 is pleased to announce the 
seventh annual Herb Schwartz Memo-
rial Scholarship Award. The post will 
award to one deserving High School 
Senior or a current college/university 
student, a $500 scholarship. To qualify, 
the student must be Jewish and from 
the Lee-Charlotte area. The scholar-
ship will be awarded to a student with 
good grades and a financial need. To 
qualify, please send a copy of grades 
and a letter expressing achievements 
and need(s) to Victor Paul Tuchman 
Post 400 JWV, c/o Harvey Charter, 
11024 Lakeland Cir., Ft Myers, FL 
33913. This must be received no later 
than May 31. Previous applicants and 
scholarship winners are encouraged to 
apply. The scholarship will be awarded 
in early June. 

This brings us back to one of our 
“downs.” We received word, a few 
days ago, that our beloved Col. Bert 
Kurland passed away. This is a tre-

mendous loss to our Post and came 
very unexpectedly. Bert was an accom-
plished veteran and was always willing 
to participate in every event involving 
veterans. He was an active member of 
the Purple Heart Association as well as 
the Combat Infantrymen. He was loved 
by all who knew him. Bert had been a 
guest speaker at my Lee County Spirit 
of ’45-WWII veterans tribute on three 
occasions. While he will be buried in 
Arlington Cemetery, joining his wife 
Wanda, a memorial service was held 
for him at Temple Beth Shalom in Cape 
Coral. It was a beautiful turnout and 
heartfelt speeches were said by friends 
and family. It was a lovely tribute to 
a man who lived a full and meaning-
ful life. Rest in peace dear friend. You 
are greatly loved and will be greatly 
missed. Thank you for touching our 
lives! 

Our next meeting will be held on 
Sunday, March 29. Our meetings are 
held monthly, on a Sunday, at the Jew-
ish Federation office in Fort Myers at 
9:30 a.m. Join this wonderful and com-

mitted group as we engage in bagels 
and cream cheese and great conversa-
tion. To become a member, or if you 
have questions, please contact Com-
mander Harvey Charter at hbcharter@
aol.com or 239.246.3151. 

The Jewish War Veterans, founded 
in 1896, is the oldest continuing vet-
erans organization in America. We are 
challenged in the pursuit of new mem-
bers to keep our organization alive. 
With the loss of many of our WWII 
veterans, we are striving to have mem-
bers of our younger generation(s) join 
and show support to the JWV. We have 
a Patron membership for non-veterans. 
If your family members were veterans, 
think about honoring their memory 
by joining JWV Post 400. I joined in 
honoring the memory of my father, a 
Korean War veteran. Best decision I 
have ever made. This group has been 
a blessing in my life and some of the 
members have become like family to 
me. We hope to see you at our future 
meetings!

Bert Kurland as guest speaker at Lee County Spirit of ’45JWV Post 400 honors Roger Satin at the Federation holiday breakfast

Confirmation students at the Garden of Memories Cemetery

Confirmation students helping at the cemetery on Mitzvah Day

  

 

Visit us at our new Cape Coral  

Location! 

Read the current and recent  
issues of L’CHAYIM online at  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

Follow the Federation at www.facebook.com/JewishFederationLCC
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BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(732) 780-2016
www.batyam.org

Is 2020 the beginning of a new decade 
or the end of the last one? How fast 
does time fly? Do we perceive time dif-
ferently as we age? This “high” season 
is zooming. 

February gave us the Tu B’Shevat 
Seder, the Shabbat service featuring 
Doctors Don Bachman and Michael 
Raab, and the special showing of a film 
by the Jewish Federation at Bat Yam on 
Sanibel. Most memorable was the pul-
pit exchange when Senior Pastor Rev. 
Dr. John Danner gave his sermon “Out 
of Darkness” during Friday Shabbat 
services and Rabbi Stephen Fuchs pre-
sented his thoughts at Sunday morning 
worship. The Sunday service happened 
to also be Super Bowl Sunday. Rabbi 
Fuchs spoke about the meaning of the 
binding of Isaac as a warning in the an-
cient world to stop human sacrifice and 
the need in the modern world to stop 
the sacrifice of athletes who engage 
in violent but lucrative sports such as 
football and boxing.

On Sunday, March 1 at 4:00 p.m., 
there will be another spectacular 
“Three Cantors and a Pastor” concert 
featuring Cantor Murray Simon, the 
Rev. Dr. John Danner, Cantor Rachel 
Brook and Cantor Elizabeth Sham-
mash. The event will again be held in 
the sanctuary of the Sanibel Congrega-
tional UCC with a reception to follow. 
The event is open to the public but a 
free-will offering will be taken.

The next Grief Support meeting 
is March 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the library 
(second floor) of the Sanibel Con-
gregational UCC. It is a safe space to 
discuss feelings from loss and is open 
to the community. Questions may be 
addressed to Dr. Ellen Feingold at 
302.345.7187.

On Monday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m., 
the musical retelling of the Purim story 
will take place in the sanctuary. The 
celebration is free and open to the pub-

HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 963-9347
Program to honor liberators
presented in memory of
Perry Switzen and his father
Ida Margolis
A program has been scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 18 at 6:30 p.m. to 
honor liberators and to screen the film 
In the Footsteps of My Father. This 
short film tells the story of the extraor-
dinary courage of Master Sergeant 
Roddie Edmonds, a devout Christian 
from Tennessee who risked his life to 
save the lives of 200 Jewish G.I.s when 
they were prisoners of the Germans in 
WWII.

This program is being presented in 
memory of Naples resident Perry Swit-

zen and his father Abra-
ham Switzen, a liberator. 
Perry recently lost his life 
in a tragic auto accident. 

Also, at this program 
will be a display and silent auction of 
some of the art that was exhibited at 
the recent extraordinary “Butterflies 
of Hope and Remembrance” exhibit 
at South Regional Library. Many of 
the beautiful paintings were contrib-
uted by students of prize-winning Pine 
Ridge Middle School art teacher Dani-
elle Yarusevich, who is scheduled to be 
present to explain the inspiration and 
motivation of her students. Currently, 
this program at the Holocaust Museum 
& Cohen Education Center is full, but 
the Museum is working on securing a 
larger location. More information will 
be in the GenShoah e-newsletter and 
the Holocaust Museum newsletter. 

Did you know?
Diane Schwartz
Hadassah, The Woman’s Zionist Orga-
nization of America, is much more than 
just a group of women in Collier and 
Lee counties; albeit a very important 
group for our members organizing and 
implementing amazing philanthropic 
and educational activities and events.

We, along with supportive Associ-
ate Members (yes, men), have a wide 
reach of chapters across the country 
and the world. We have groups in 25 
countries through Hadassah Interna-
tional. We are passionate and dedicated 
to our Jewish values of tikkun olam and 
tzedakah.

We are, in short, important guard-
ians of the future.

Recently, at our 2020 Installation 
of Collier/Lee Chapter Officers at a 
spectacular luncheon and fashion show 
by Rebecca’s Ladies Fashions & Ac-

cessories at Bonita Bay 
Country Club, we were 
pleased to greet six wom-
en from around the U.S. 
and Canada, Hadassah 
past or current Chapter 

Presidents.
That was a reminder of the scope, 

reach and depth of Hadassah’s mission 
and work. This dedication and ongo-
ing efforts maintain two world-class 
research hospitals in Israel. Mt. Scopus 
and Ein Kerem have been, and contin-
ue to be, essential to the foundation of 
the modern Israeli health system. Ha-
dassah’s hospitals provide care known 
around the world for participating in 
groundbreaking research in stem cells, 
diabetes, MS, Alzheimer’s and more. 

You don’t have to live in Israel or 
be Jewish to be cared for at Hadassah 
Medical Organization (HMO) hos-
pitals. Patients come from across the 
Middle East region, Europe, America 
and many countries around the world. 
In fact, HMO collaborates with over 50 
other world-class medical institutions 
in 14 countries to move care and heal-

ing forward – for everyone.
Bringing advanced medical care 

to all, regardless of race, ethnicity or 
nationality, earned Hadassah a nomina-
tion for a Nobel Peace Prize in 2005. 
Hadassah also contributes its medical 
and social expertise as a member of 
the UN Economic and Social Council 
as a non-governmental organization 
(NGO), and we are among the first 
on the ground during natural disasters 
around the world, sharing Hadassah’s 
medical expertise.

As HMO has grown, so has Israel. 
Here are some interesting facts about 
Israel you may not know:

At the HMO hospitals, Jews and 
Palestinians are side by side as both 
staff and patients. Treatment is by tri-
age; the most severe are treated first.

Israel has the highest concentration 
of high-tech startup companies in the 
world outside of the U.S.

Israel is the largest immigrant ab-
sorbing country in the world in propor-
tion to size of population.

In Israel, all citizens – both Jews 
and Arabs – enjoy full political rights.

Israel has the highest per capita 
rate of scientific publications in the 
world.

Israel is helping to solve the global 
water crisis. The country has dedicated 
resources and innovation to the prob-
lem of water scarcity. As the world be-
comes more aware of the importance 
of conserving water, they are turning 
to Israel for exports and expertise. The 
November/December 2019 issue of 
Hadassah magazine highlights these 
efforts.

Here in Florida, the Collier/Lee 
Chapter will celebrate Hadassah’s 
founding and the vital work HMO con-
tributes to Israel and the world. You are 
welcome to join us on Friday, March 
6 at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Shalom for a 
participatory service.

In Hadassah, we are proud of what 
we do and why we do it – for the love 
of Israel, its land and its people, and for 
the Jewish life we live.

For more information about Ha-
dassah, contact me at 732.539.4011 or 
dianepschwartz@gmail.com.

Also, information will be available by 
calling the Museum at 239.263.9200 
or going to HMCEC.org. If you have 
not visited the Museum at its new loca-
tion, 975 Imperial Golf Course Blvd., 
Naples, be sure to do so.

Dr. Samuel Kassow, renown his-
torian and author of Who Will Write 
Our History? Rediscovering a Hidden 
Archive from the Warsaw Ghetto, will 
be the Scholar-in Residence at Beth 
Tikvah from February 28 to March 1. 
Dr. Kassow will be giving four pre-
sentations, including about the Ringel-
blum Archives and the Polish Jewish 
Museum. For more information, email 
Paulette at margulies2@comcast.net. 

Our local programs for Interna-
tional Holocaust Remembrance Day 
and the 75th anniversary of the libera-
tion of Auschwitz have been outstand-
ing, with great films and interesting 

and engaging speakers. There will be 
many speakers on a variety of Holo-
caust-related topics at Liberation 75, a 
gathering that will be held in the To-
ronto, Canada, Metro Convention Cen-
ter from May 31 to June 2. Registra-
tion is still open. For information, visit 
www.liberation75.org. 

Please note that Sunday, April 19 
is the date for the Community Yom 
Hashoah Commemoration at Temple 
Shalom. This important program will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. Reservations are 
not needed. 

If you are a child of Holocaust sur-
vivors or an individual interested in 
Holocaust education and human rights, 
and would like information about Gen-
Shoah Southwest Florida or to receive 
the GenShoah e-newsletter, please 
email GenShoahSWFL@gmail.com.

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
Local greatness is often understated
and underappreciated
Marina Berkovich
Florida Jewish History Month’s “Jews 
of Florida” presentation by Marcia Jo 
Zerivitz for the Jewish Historical Soci-
ety of Southwest Florida was a superb-
ly informative, educational and enter-
taining collection of glimpses into the 
Jewish history of Florida. Each of us 
internalizes history lessons in our own 
way, undoubtedly, within the frame-
work of our mindset, but on the day of 
the presentation, an audience of more 
than 100 people were unanimously 
awed by the fascinating information 

we were provided. The 
rest is up to us.

Marcia Jo only 
tapped into some of the 
markers over the past 

quarter of millennia. If you’d like to 
learn more, you may want to purchase 
her book, Jews of Florida. 

There is much anticipated excite-
ment of The Jewish Historical Soci-
ety’s 10th Anniversary Celebration with 
Naples Mayor Bill Barnett on Monday, 
March 23. Opinions about Mayor Bar-
nett are split, as is the case for every 
strong leader. I know what it takes to 
fill demanding leadership and manage-
rial roles and balance a bombardment.

Bill Barnett became a leader in Na-
ples without hiding that he is a Jew, as 
many in Naples then did. That aroused 
all kinds of reactions. The best remark 

I heard about Naples’ four-term mayor 
is that at the bimonthly City Council 
meetings, Mayor Bill is the one to act 
as a reconciliatory when passions and 
allegiances fly wild, keeping an objec-
tive level-headed balance. Understood, 
one does not subject oneself to repeat 
public service terms by not serving the 
needs of the central majority of one’s 
constituents. It’s kind of like popular 
college professors who get an overflow 
of registrants, while the unpopular ones 
barely get their classes filled but com-
pensate through putting on airs. Mayor 
Bill never pretends. He remains a regu-
lar guy and he is never too busy being 
The Mayor to skip small talk with con-
stituents in the park while serving BBQ 
or lighting menorahs, or chit-chatting 
with ordinary folk in between courses 
in restaurants when he has meals with 
his own family. “Approachable” was 
another word I often heard during the 
filming of the 13th film in the South-
west Florida Jewish Pioneers series, 
Mayor with a Heart.

I cannot fathom what it must have 
felt like to be denied membership or 
residence in certain places in town. Not 
even 50 years ago it was the Naples 
norm and Jews were turned away often. 

Mayor Bill Barnett’s visible presence 
in Naples and Collier County, his hon-
orable commitment to serving the peo-
ple, and calm, easy-going style, over 
time have contributed to improvement 
in general attitudes, community rela-
tions and acceptance on equal terms 
for his and subsequent generations of 
Jewish newcomers. 

The Society is proud to introduce 
Mayor Bill Barnett in Mayor with a 
Heart to old-timers and the rapidly 
growing Jewish and general communi-
ty of the region and to the world. Pur-
chase tickets to the event by emailing 
office@jhsswf.org or at Eventbrite.

Membership in The Jewish His-
torical Society of Southwest Florida is 
open to anyone who is interested in our 
mission of local Jewish history preser-
vation.
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org 
office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

HAZAK 55+ CHAPTER 
at Temple Judea

(239) 433-0201
Joyce Rosinger
Join HAZAK on Sunday, March 8 at 
4:00 p.m. at Temple Judea to see the 
film Arguing the World with Irving 
Howe, Nathan Glazer, Daniel Bell and 
Irving Kristol. This film had rave re-
views such as: “By watching this film 
the viewer becomes aware of societal 
forces that gave rise to first bad ideas 
and their counteraction by good ideas 
that shape today’s debates on public 
policy.” “I know of no other filmmaker 
who, like Joseph Dorman, so thor-
oughly captured the people, history 
and ideas of an era…”

The cost for snacks and soft drinks 
that will be served at the event is $3 
for HAZAK members and $5 for non-

members and guests. The 
group will have dinner at 
a local restaurant after the 
film. For additional in-
formation and to RSVP, 

email tjhazak@gmail.com. 
Temple Judea’s active HAZAK 

55+ Chapter is a chartered member of 
the United Synagogue of Conservative 
Judaism. HAZAK Chapters are for sin-
gles and couples. Membership in the 
organization is open to the community. 
Join HAZAK and meet new friends. 
It’s an organization that enables mem-
bers to meet and socialize with each 
other. Our monthly programs vary in 
nature.

Members of the community are al-
ways welcome to join and attend our 
programs. Dues are a moderate $10 
per year. For more information, email 
tjhazak@gmail.com or call the Temple 
Judea office at 239.433.0201.

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

Like us on Facebook!

For advertising info, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5 or email LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

Our Latin American-themed dinner 
in December was such a success that 
we are now looking at planning a tour 
of Jewish Buenos Aires and the south 
of Argentina where we will be able to 
see a full solar eclipse. The tour will 
include all the Jewish sites includ-
ing the Jewish neighborhood of Once, 
the AMIA (Argentine version of the 
Jewish Federation) lunch at a Kosher 
Deli, Friday night services at one of 
the major synagogues in Buenos Aires 
and dinner with the congregation, and 
much more. Of course, we will also see 
all the major sites in Buenos Aires, visit 
an estancia for an Argentine-style bar-
becue and see a tango show and maybe 
take some tango lessons. For those who 
have relatives in Buenos Aires, we will 
try to set up a meet-and-greet at a local 
restaurant. We are looking at going De-
cember 9-16. This fabulous trip will be 
open to the entire Jewish community. 
If this is something you might be inter-
ested in, please email Helene Glocer at 
hglocer@gmail.com.

We are thrilled to see our religious 
school under the direction of Sheerie 
Beauvais thriving, and to see the ex-
citement of the children learning and 
participating in all of our holidays. For 
Tu B’Shevat, they planted trees and 
did a presentation to the congregation. 
While the object of the religious school 
is to teach the children the holidays and 
history of our people and to read He-
brew, Sheerie makes sure that the chil-
dren have a good time doing it.

The TBS Book Club had its first 
meeting at Cafe You on February 3. 
The book was The Only Woman in the 
Room by Marie Benedict. It is the sto-
ry of Hedy Lamarr, how she married 

a Nazi, escaped Austria 
and her marriage, and 
became a famous actress 
and a scientist. There are 
many themes to discuss 
in the book, and the con-
versation was animated. 

Cafe You was the perfect venue to en-
joy coffee and desserts while discussing 
the book. The club will meet monthly 
on the first Tuesday of the month and 
focus on Jewish authors and/or books 
with Jewish content. As always, guests 
are welcome.

The Rabbi has started Saturday 
morning Torah service followed by 
Torah study and, of course, a snack. 
The new format will allow for a more 
meaningful and in-depth discussion of 
the Torah portion and provide another 
option for those who cannot make it to 
Friday night services.

These are just a few of the exciting 
things going on at Temple Beth Sha-
lom. For more information on events or 
to receive our weekly email announce-
ments, please call the temple office at 
239.772.4555.

Shalom Life Center is Southwest Flor-
ida’s warm and welcoming home for 
contemporary Jewish life with a pas-
sionate commitment to community and 
spiritual growth where everyone is al-
ways welcome!

Shalom Life Center has moved 
into a new home. All our services, 
classes, clubs and special events are 
now held at 19691 Cypress View Dr., 
Fort Myers.

Everyone is welcome to join us on 
Saturday, March 14 at 7:30 p.m. for 
“We Sing the Songs,” a musical tribute 
to the great songs of Barry Manilow, 
Neil Diamond and Burt Bacharach, 
followed by a gourmet dessert buffet. 

Soon after we celebrate our victo-
ry over Haman during Purim, we will 
prepare to celebrate our Exodus from 
bondage at the hands of Pharaoh with 
the holiday of Pesach. Our Shalom 
Life Center Seders are beautiful, tra-
ditional, musical, interactive and prob-
ably unlike any Seder you’ve ever at-
tended. Please join us this year for the 
best Seder experience of your life. We 
look forward to seeing you there!

In addition to our March events, 
SLC offers many exciting and wonder-
ful services, classes and special events.

Every Friday night at 7:30 p.m. we 
experience an uplifting, musical and 
meaningful Shabbat service followed 
by an always spectacular Oneg.

Every Saturday morning at 10:00 

a.m. SLC offers a deli-
cious bagel & lox break-
fast followed by an 
interactive and partici-
patory Torah and Kab-
balah study led by Rabbi 
Lawrence Dermer with a 

focus on the relevance of our timeless 
traditions and bringing the ancient wis-
dom of Torah and Kabbalah into our 
daily lives. 

SLC also has a dynamic Women’s 
Circle that meets the second Monday 
of the month for soup, salad and soul 
led by Rebbetzen Robin Dermer with 
an emphasis on women’s spirituality 
and personal growth.

Our Men’s Group enjoys monthly 
dinner meetings and special outings 
and activities.

Our Yiddish Culture Club gathers 
the fourth Monday of the month for 
laughter, learning and lunch. 

Our Exodus study group meets 
for monthly discussion exploring the 
themes and interpretation of Exodus 
chapter by chapter using the book  
Exodus G-d, Slavery and Freedom by 
Dennis Prager. 

SLC also offers a Book Club, Mah-
jong, Canasta, Choir, religious learn-
ing and Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation, 
as well as many other opportunities to 
enhance your Jewish life and learning, 
and further your involvement in com-
munity service while making friends in 
a warm and welcoming community.

For more information on all our 
inspiring services, classes, great activi-
ties, concerts and other upcoming spe-
cial events, visit www.shalomlifecen 
ter.org, email info@shalomlifecenter.
org or call 239.218.3433.

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

TEMPLE NEWSTEMPLE NEWS

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(732) 780-2016
www.batyam.org

Is 2020 the beginning of a new decade 
or the end of the last one? How fast 
does time fly? Do we perceive time dif-
ferently as we age? This “high” season 
is zooming. 

February gave us the Tu B’Shevat 
Seder, the Shabbat service featuring 
Doctors Don Bachman and Michael 
Raab, and the special showing of a film 
by the Jewish Federation at Bat Yam on 
Sanibel. Most memorable was the pul-
pit exchange when Senior Pastor Rev. 
Dr. John Danner gave his sermon “Out 
of Darkness” during Friday Shabbat 
services and Rabbi Stephen Fuchs pre-
sented his thoughts at Sunday morning 
worship. The Sunday service happened 
to also be Super Bowl Sunday. Rabbi 
Fuchs spoke about the meaning of the 
binding of Isaac as a warning in the an-
cient world to stop human sacrifice and 
the need in the modern world to stop 
the sacrifice of athletes who engage 
in violent but lucrative sports such as 
football and boxing.

On Sunday, March 1 at 4:00 p.m., 
there will be another spectacular 
“Three Cantors and a Pastor” concert 
featuring Cantor Murray Simon, the 
Rev. Dr. John Danner, Cantor Rachel 
Brook and Cantor Elizabeth Sham-
mash. The event will again be held in 
the sanctuary of the Sanibel Congrega-
tional UCC with a reception to follow. 
The event is open to the public but a 
free-will offering will be taken.

The next Grief Support meeting 
is March 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the library 
(second floor) of the Sanibel Con-
gregational UCC. It is a safe space to 
discuss feelings from loss and is open 
to the community. Questions may be 
addressed to Dr. Ellen Feingold at 
302.345.7187.

On Monday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m., 
the musical retelling of the Purim story 
will take place in the sanctuary. The 
celebration is free and open to the pub-

lic with refreshments af-
terwards.

Rabbi Fuchs will be 
the featured author at the 
Jewish Federation book 
discussion on Wednes-
day, March 25 at 6:00 

p.m. at 9701 Commerce Center Ct., 
Fort Myers.

Every Thursday through March 
26, Rabbi Fuchs will discuss one of his 
books from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. All are 
welcome to attend in Fellowship Hall.

On Sunday afternoon, March 29, 
Bat Yam and the Sanibel Congrega-
tional UCC will host Ambassador Pe-
ter Galbraith, who will speak in the 
sanctuary about his experiences in the 
volatile Middle East.

The community Passover Seder is 
on April 8 at the Sanibel Community 
House.

On Saturday mornings, Rabbi Ste-
phen Fuchs teaches Hebrew reading 
from 9:00 to 9:30 a.m. From 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m., Rabbi Fuchs offers com-
mentary on the Bible. At 10:30 a.m., 
a congregant presents on a topic of in-
terest. On March 7, Rabbi Jim Rudin 
will talk about how Jews invented Hol-
lywood. Dr. Ellen Feingold will pres-
ent the lesser women in the Bible on 
March 14. Don Breiter will continue 
his Krakow family history on March 
21. On March 28, Jane Picker will talk 
about the 1970s, when litigation forced 
changes for women. Jewish current 
events begins at 11:30 a.m. and is led 
by Leonard Minsky. 

The collection of paper and per-
sonal care products for F.I.S.H., the so-
cial service agency on Sanibel, contin-
ues thanks to Garry Weiss, chair of the 
Social Action Committee. Please bring 
your contribution the first full weekend 
of each month.

Bat Yam services in March are in 
the sanctuary (second floor – stairs or 
elevator) on the campus of the Sani-
bel Congregational UCC at 2050 Peri-
winkle Way on Sanibel. Members of 
the community, guests and visitors are 
always welcome to join with congre-
gants.

Mayor Bill Barnett’s visible presence 
in Naples and Collier County, his hon-
orable commitment to serving the peo-
ple, and calm, easy-going style, over 
time have contributed to improvement 
in general attitudes, community rela-
tions and acceptance on equal terms 
for his and subsequent generations of 
Jewish newcomers. 

The Society is proud to introduce 
Mayor Bill Barnett in Mayor with a 
Heart to old-timers and the rapidly 
growing Jewish and general communi-
ty of the region and to the world. Pur-
chase tickets to the event by emailing 
office@jhsswf.org or at Eventbrite.

Membership in The Jewish His-
torical Society of Southwest Florida is 
open to anyone who is interested in our 
mission of local Jewish history preser-
vation.
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org 
office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

Like us on Facebook!

Guidelines  
for publication
DEADLINES: 
5 p.m. on the 5th of each month for all 
articles and photos. If the 5th falls on 
a weekend or holiday, the deadline is  
the following business day.

WORD LIMITS:
600 words for temples and organiza-
tions providing materials for their 
respective sections. Those exceeding 
these limits will be edited to fit.

SUBMISSIONS: 
Email: LChayim36@gmail.com
Articles should be sent as text files, 
Word files, or Rich Text Format files. 
Receipt will  be acknowledged if 
requested. Photos may be submitted 
electronically; high-resolution JPG or 
TIF formats preferred.

Stay connected all month long at www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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The “Holy Roller” Humentaschen bakers

Send updates and changes to the Jewish 
Directory below to loriramos@jfedlcc.org

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

Chag Purim! Chag Purim! Join in the 
intergalactic reading of the Book of 
Esther, on Monday evening, March 
9. Dress in costume and don’t forget 
to bring your lightsabers! Minyan is 
at 5:45 p.m. followed by dinner from 
6:00-6:30 p.m. At 6:30, the first epi-
sode of the Purim Wars begins with 
Shushan 1: A New Queen. May the 
groggers be with you!

When members are not fighting 
the Empire (and reading the Megil-
lah), they are joining in other activities 
throughout the month. 

A new round of adult education 
classes will be offered on Monday, 
March 2, 16 and 23: 

• Moral Insight from the Rabbis: 
Exploration of Pirke Avot – 6:15 to 
7:30 p.m. taught by Rabbi Michael 
Schorin

• The Spirit of Jewish Prayer – 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. taught by Rabbi Marc 
Sack 

• Hebrew Reading for Beginners – 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. taught by Tab 
Scribner 
Men’s Night Out, a Scotch and 

Cigar evening at the home of Rabbi 
Marc Sack, is on Wednesday, March 4 
at 7:00 p.m. To RSVP and receive di-
rections, call the synagogue office at 
239.433.0201. 

That same evening, Rebbetzin 
Leni Sack invites the women of the 
congregation to join her for dinner, for 
a Ladies Night Out. Call the synagogue 
office to RSVP. 

Tot Shabbat, designed for families 

with young children, will 
be held Friday evening, 
March 13. Each month’s 
Tot Shabbat program fea-
tures songs, a story and a 
different craft connected 
to Shabbat or an upcom-

ing holiday. Blessings over juice and 
challah conclude our program. The ser-
vice begins at 5:00 p.m. and runs until 
about 5:45 p.m. Tot Shabbat is open to 
the community. Regular Shabbat eve-
ning services begin at 6:30 p.m.

Take me out to the ball game! 
Chaverot’s annual baseball event is on 
Sunday, April 19 at noon. Enjoy the fun 
of watching a baseball game in a love-
ly, air-conditioned suite, while visiting 
with old and new friends. The Mighty 
Mussels with be playing against the 
Florida Fire Frogs at Hammond Sta-
dium at the CenturyLink Sports Com-
plex. Space is limited, so reserve yours 
now. The cost is $25. Checks should be 
made payable to Temple Judea Sister-
hood. RSVP to suerzim@aol.com.

If it’s almost Purim, then Passover 
can’t be far behind. Mark your calen-
dars now to attend Temple Judea’s sec-
ond night Seder on Thursday, April 9 
at 6:30 p.m. More information about 
this engaging kosher Seder will be in-
cluded in next month’s column. 

Temple Judea continues its eve-
ning minyans, every Monday through 
Thursday at 5:45 p.m. If you are say-
ing Kaddish, observing a Yahrzeit or 
just want to support those who are, you 
are invited to attend. The service only 
lasts about 15 minutes and is open to 
the community. The weekly Monday 
morning minyan at 9:00 a.m. continues 
as usual.

Help Chaverot support its mitzvah 
project to provide feminine hygiene 
products to women who often can’t af-

ford them. The products are given out 
by food pantries, including the Jewish 
Federation food pantry. We encourage 
all TJ members (and visitors) to bring 
products to donate each time they come 
to the synagogue for a service or event. 
There is a wicker basket in the lobby 
for these donations.

Rabbi Sack’s monthly Torah Study 
will be on Thursday, March 5 at noon 
at the offices of Myers & Brettholz. 
There is no cost to attend and all levels 
of Jewish background are welcome.

Regular scheduled events:
• Friday evening Shabbat services 

at 6:30 p.m., preceded each week 
with a wine and cheese reception 
starting at 6:15 p.m.

• Saturday morning Shabbat servic-
es at 9:30 a.m. followed by a Kid-
dush luncheon

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m. 

• Evening minyan every Monday 
through Thursday at 5:45 p.m.

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE 
REFORM 
10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers           
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center) 
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton  
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday        
at 6:30 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi 
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
TEMPLE JUDEA 
CONSERVATIVE 
14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.            
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;            
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m. 
Early childhood education: 
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism 
 
SHALOM LIFE CENTER                 
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 
19691 Cypress View Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33967          
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services 7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study 10:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/
ESTERO 
ORTHODOX 
24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood 
Centre) Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by             
a Kiddush 
 
 

TEMPLE BETH EL 
REFORM 
16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Preschool director: Jesyca Virnig 
President: Governance Committee    
Email: governancetbe@gmail.com                                          
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235 
Web site: www.templebethel.com 
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study 
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday 
Religious & Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday 
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 
 
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
REFORM 
702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
Rabbi Devora Buchen 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org 
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious School: Wednesday 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) 
 
BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS 
REFORM 
Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Barry Fulmer 
Phone: 732-780-2016 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                
 
TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE 
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS 
REFORM 
23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m. 
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
ORTHODOX 
204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by                
a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
ORTHODOX 
5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah 
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD JEWISH CENTER  
OF CAPE CORAL 
ORTHODOX 
1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
 Shalom Life Center 
   Lawrence Dermer, Spiritual Leader - 218-3433 
• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
  Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
  Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chevra Kadisha: 
  Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
  Diane Schwartz - 732-539-4011 
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
  Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
  Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services: 239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
  Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
   941-462-1330 ext. 865 
   Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
  Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
  Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 
 

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

Yiddish 101 with Master Teacher 
Al Lubiner concluded its program with 
great success by the 20 people who at-
tended the program. We do hope for a 
Yiddish 201 program in the near future. 
Many thanks to Al Lubiner. 

Given all the news that has been 
happening in the Jewish world, the 
Lunch & Learn program that was lim-
ited to 15 participants was expanded to 
20. There will be another program on 
March 31. 

The next Jewish Film Festival 
movie at Temple Shalom will take 
place on Tuesday, March 10 at 3:00 
p.m. with the film The Jazz Singer. Re-
freshments will be served and there is 
no charge to attend. 

Purim will be observed at Temple 

Shalom on Friday, March 
6 as part of the Shabbat 
service. There will be ha-
mentashen cookies, spe-
cial treats, candies and 
more. The service is open 
to all and David Katz will 

provide the music. 
On Tuesday, March 3, Rabbi Agin 

will present an afternoon of Jewish 
Music and Talk at 1:00 p.m. If you 
would like to come for lunch prior to 
the program at 12:30 p.m., please let 
the office know. There is no charge. 

Temple Shalom and St. Vincent 
DePaul will hold a joint Gala Celebra-
tion Fundraiser – Ships Ahoy – on 
Saturday, March 28 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Isles Yacht Club. The cost is $75, and 
there will be a silent auction.

Temple Shalom is a center of Jew-
ish Life and Learning. For information, 
please call 941.625.2116. The temple 
is a member of the Union for Reform 
Judaism (URJ).

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116
www.templeshalomfl.com

Read the current and previous editions of L’CHAYIM online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org. L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers,  
committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.



  3535  L' CHAY IM MARCH 2020L' CHAY IM MARCH 2020  
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

If you could influence a young person’s 
life and support the State of Israel at 
the same time, would you do it? If 
you could help a high school student 
increase their score on university en-
trance exams, would you? If you could 
do those things in the comfort of your 
own home for 45 minutes each week, 
would you do it? Endorsed by the  
Israel Ministry of Education, Israel 
Connect is an online program linking 
mentors from around the world with 
Israeli high school students who are 
keen to improve their English. Pro-
ficiency in English is necessary for 
acceptance to university, as entrance 
exams are heavily weighted toward 
English language skills. No English, 

no university acceptance. 
Scoring well in English 
helps unlock the door to 
Israelis’ higher education 
and a better future. Can 
you volunteer to mentor 
a student? You just might 

be helping a young person prepare for 
life, and will likely get back more than 
you give. Training and curriculum are 
provided. Check out the Israel Connect 
website at www.israelconnect.today or 
email Sarah Gordon at sarah@israel 
connect.today.

Call to action: Give Jews in the 
diaspora a Reform voice in Israel. You 
have until March 11 to choose the Vote 
Reform slate in the World Zionist Con-
gress election. Voting shows Israelis 
that American Jews care about Israel. 
Visit www.zionistelection.org for more 
information. 

The secular new year brings a new 
TBE Board of Trustees. On February 
21 we will install the new board and 

honor the outgoing Governance Com-
mittee: Steve Zellner, Michelle Laboda, 
Carolyn Gora, Hank Betchen and Jeff 
Pakrosnis, who worked in sacred part-
nership with Rabbi Nicole Luna for 18 
months. Past presidents who worked 
tirelessly to draw up the new by-laws 
include Russ Bogen, Steve Zellner, 
Randy Kashi, Mike Kashi, Harriet Lip-
schutz, Debbie Silver and Linda Sweet, 
and Rabbi Luna. With blessings from 
our clergy, we will welcome in the new 
board, a multi-talented group with di-
verse skills and perspectives, dedicated 
to the continued betterment of our con-
gregation. The new board members are 
Hank Betchen (President), Bob Batson 
(Treasurer), Hal Eskin (Secretary) and 
four members-at-large: Mary Gatof, 
Stacy Seiser, Marty Sherman and Lau-
rie Morris.

Jerry Ziedenberg, our favorite his-
torian, concludes his 2020 lecture series 
with “In Search of Peace” on March 2 
and “Six Days in June” on March 9. 

Both sessions are at 7:30 p.m. and are 
free and open to the community.

Purim is just around the corner. 
The Purim Carnival on March 8 is a 
joint event with TBE and Temple Ju-
dea Religious School. Putting the fun 
in fundraising while upholding the 
tradition of mishloach manot, Carolyn 
Gora and her team of volunteers have 
been working on the eighth annual Pu-
rim gift bag event for the congregation. 
Purim gift bags will be distributed at 
two Onegs: March 6 and March 13. 
Bags can be picked up in the office dur-
ing normal business hours from March 
6-18.

Our Men’s Club motto is “We have 
fun.” To that end, bring your friends 
and join us for the fifth annual outing 
to the Laugh In Comedy Cafe on Col-
lege Parkway at 7:00 p.m. on March 8. 
We’ll have fun and we’ll have laughs. 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Please join the “Holy Roller” Humen-
taschen bakers at 11:00 a.m. on Sun-
day, March 8 in the C.F.S. Community 
Hall. The dough will be provided; you 
bring your favorite fillings! See the ar-
ticle in this issue for details.

Come fulfill the com-
mandment of hearing the 
reading of the Scroll of  
Esther and join in our 
sing-along on Purim Eve, 
Monday, March 9 start-
ing at 7:00 p.m. Tradi-

tional refreshments follow the reading.
A special Purim edition of the 

C.F.S. “Brown Bag Movie Night” fea-
tures the screening of the seriocomedy 
Jojo Rabbit starting at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 11 in the C.F.S. 

TEMPLE NEWSTEMPLE NEWS

Marcia Can Help 
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  22001177. 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  AAllaann  IIssaaaaccss  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499  oorr  aallaanniissaaaaccss@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg..  

Marcia Can Help 

Community Hall. Pack your dinner. 
Admission and soft drinks are free. For 
more on the movie, see the article in 
this issue.

Save the Sabbath morning of April 
4 for Shabbat Hagadol worship when 
Arnie Harris will celebrate his becom-
ing a “2nd time around” Bar Mitzvah at 
83. Arnie will chant from the Torah and 
from the special haftarah marking Sab-
bath immediately preceding Passover.

Kim and Byron Cohen of Cohen & 
Cohen Catering are donating the gour-
met meals for the C.F.S. Seder Suppers 
on Wednesday and Thursday evenings, 
April 8 and 9. These ritual meals are 
free and open to all, but reservations 
are a must! For details, please visit the 
synagogue’s website at www.fortmy-
erssynagogue.com after March 15.

Each Friday at 6:30 p.m., The 
Community Free Synagogue serves 
a traditional Sabbath dinner. It is free 

and reservations are never required. 
At 7:30 p.m., the Sabbath is welcomed 
with prayer and song. A coffee hour 
follows worship.

Every Saturday at 9:30 a.m., The 
Community Free Synagogue offers 
a light breakfast followed by a lively 
discussion of the week’s Torah portion 
with the Rabbi until 11:30 a.m., when 
the Mourner’s Qaddish is recited. 

Now in its 15th year, The Commu-
nity Free Synagogue is led by Rabbi 
Bruce Diamond, assisted by Auxiliary 
Rabbis Terri Goldberg and Thomas 
Meiss and by Lay Cantors Richard  
McConville and Traci Pavel. It is an 
“open community resource” that sup-
ports and enriches our area’s progres-
sive Jewish religious and educational 
life through prayer, study and benevo-
lence. All C.F.S. activities are open to 
the community and free.

The “Holy Roller” Humentaschen bakers

Regular scheduled events:
• Friday evening Shabbat services 

at 6:30 p.m., preceded each week 
with a wine and cheese reception 
starting at 6:15 p.m.

• Saturday morning Shabbat servic-
es at 9:30 a.m. followed by a Kid-
dush luncheon

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m. 

• Evening minyan every Monday 
through Thursday at 5:45 p.m.

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE 
REFORM 
10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers           
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center) 
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton  
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday        
at 6:30 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi 
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
TEMPLE JUDEA 
CONSERVATIVE 
14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.            
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;            
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m. 
Early childhood education: 
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism 
 
SHALOM LIFE CENTER                 
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 
19691 Cypress View Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33967          
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services 7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study 10:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/
ESTERO 
ORTHODOX 
24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood 
Centre) Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by             
a Kiddush 
 
 

TEMPLE BETH EL 
REFORM 
16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Preschool director: Jesyca Virnig 
President: Governance Committee    
Email: governancetbe@gmail.com                                          
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235 
Web site: www.templebethel.com 
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study 
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday 
Religious & Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday 
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 
 
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
REFORM 
702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
Rabbi Devora Buchen 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org 
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious School: Wednesday 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) 
 
BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS 
REFORM 
Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Barry Fulmer 
Phone: 732-780-2016 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                
 
TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE 
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS 
REFORM 
23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m. 
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
ORTHODOX 
204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by                
a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
ORTHODOX 
5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah 
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD JEWISH CENTER  
OF CAPE CORAL 
ORTHODOX 
1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
 Shalom Life Center 
   Lawrence Dermer, Spiritual Leader - 218-3433 
• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
  Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
  Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chevra Kadisha: 
  Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
  Diane Schwartz - 732-539-4011 
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
  Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
  Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services: 239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
  Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
   941-462-1330 ext. 865 
   Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
  Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
  Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 
 

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

Shalom on Friday, March 
6 as part of the Shabbat 
service. There will be ha-
mentashen cookies, spe-
cial treats, candies and 
more. The service is open 
to all and David Katz will 

provide the music. 
On Tuesday, March 3, Rabbi Agin 

will present an afternoon of Jewish 
Music and Talk at 1:00 p.m. If you 
would like to come for lunch prior to 
the program at 12:30 p.m., please let 
the office know. There is no charge. 

Temple Shalom and St. Vincent 
DePaul will hold a joint Gala Celebra-
tion Fundraiser – Ships Ahoy – on 
Saturday, March 28 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Isles Yacht Club. The cost is $75, and 
there will be a silent auction.

Temple Shalom is a center of Jew-
ish Life and Learning. For information, 
please call 941.625.2116. The temple 
is a member of the Union for Reform 
Judaism (URJ).

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers,  
committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.
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Enjoy the Sights, Sounds & Tastes of Israel! 

For more information, contact Debbie Sanford 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org or 239.481.4449 x-4 

FREE 
ADMISSION 

 
 
 

Featuring 

 
 

 Israel-style shuk  
    with more than 30 vendors 
 live performances & entertainment 
 crafts, face painting & henna 
 climb the “Masada” rock wall 
 kibbutz Petting Zoo 
 tastes of Israel in the "Jerusalem Café” 
 fun for all ages 

 

Community Partner Registration Form 

Jewishfederationlcc.org 

Organization Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________ City:_______________________________ ST:_____________ 

Phone: ____________________________   Contact Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 

Registration Options  
 

_______ $75 Vendor fee (tenting, 1 table & 2 chairs)            

_______ $50 Non‐Prot Organizations & Exhibitors fee (tenting, 1 table & 2 chairs)   

_______ $36 Vendor fee (10’ x 10’ Space Only)       
 

      _______$10/additional table  _______$3/additional chair       Total Cost:  $____________________ 

 

 

 

Credit Card Information: 

Card #: __________________________________________________Expires: _______________ 
 

Please return completed form to:  

Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte  Counties 
9701 Commerce Center Court,  Fort Myers, FL  33908   
 

 

More info?  
239.481.4449 x4 

SUNDAY  MAY 3  2-5PM OPEN 
to the 
Public 

 

     at Centennial Park 
2000 W First St * Fort Myers, 33901 


