
VISIT THE FEDERATION ONLINE AT:  
  

www. JewishFederationLCC.org  
 

  social service    philanthropy     culture  

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
FT MYERS FL
PERMIT 521

9701 Commerce Center Court
Fort Myers, Florida 33908

DELIVER TO CURRENT RESIDENT OR

POSTMASTER:  
DATED RELIGIOUS 

NEWS ITEMS.  
TIME SENSITIVE–

PLEASE EXPEDITE!

See pages 16-17 for the Jewish Federation  
of Lee & Charlotte Counties’ 2021 Honor Roll

www.JewishFederationLCC.org  June/July 2022 / 5782 n Vol. 44, No. 10

 
 L’CHAYIM 

SUMMER 
DOUBLE ISSUE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 JUNE & JULY 2022 

n Alan Isaacs

Thank you for your partnership

When you read this, I will 
not be sunning myself on 
a yacht somewhere in the 

Caribbean. I am more likely to be at a 
dermatology appointment here in Fort 
Myers. Or perhaps, better yet, visiting 
Jordan and Andrew and playing with 
Elias in Colorado with Naomi. 

Where I am 
less likely to be is 
in our community’s 
Federation building 
that we bought in 
2009 and paid off 
in 2017; in an of-
fice and, indeed, an 
entire interior that 

was painted and redecorated entirely 
by a cadre of creative volunteers; sit-
ting (or standing) behind a desk that 
was donated, amongst a building-full 
of other furniture, by Northern Trust; 
considering all manner of things that 
might (or might not) affect our Jewish 
community; trying to make the right  
decisions.

While I could reflect in detail on 
the nearly 15 years of my tenure here 
at the Federation, and thereby ensure 
that you stop reading this article right 
now, what I will actually do is thank 
you all for ensuring that my time as a 
partner with you in the vital work of 
community building was productive 
and successful.

I’ll include here the brief remarks 
I made at our recent Annual Meeting 
because they express best what I feel 
about you, our community and the path 
leading to this point and going forward:

Thank you all for joining us to-
night.

Barbara, Sherri, thank you for your 
kindness. Marsha, mazal tov to you 
and the newly installed board. While 
I am still the executive director of the 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Char-
lotte Counties, at least for tonight, I 
feel somewhat liberated from the usual 
responsibilities that come with being 
in charge. And you know what? It feels 
great! 

Fifteen years ago, I wasn’t think-
ing about retirement, and Florida was 
where we went to remind our kids what 
their grandparents looked like. But be-
tween then and now, a lot of water has 
flowed under our local bridges, and 
I’ve learned, amongst other things, that 
“Caloosahatchee River” is redundant.

It is said that one of the keys to hap-
piness is a healthy work/life balance. 
If you think about it though, it’s puz-
zling. Because it suggests that on the 
one hand you’ve got work, and on the 
other hand you’ve got life. Somehow 
this is the wrong formulation. Rather, 
it is a work/everything-else balance. 
And I am happy to say that I have 
always been able to maintain a very 
healthy work/everything-else balance. 
I’m also happy to say that I’m looking 
forward to a healthy everything-else/
everything-else balance in the near fu-
ture. The trick will be to populate the  
everything-else with activities that keep 

me interested and healthy. And this 
shouldn’t be a problem. I’m not going 
to list all these activities for you, but 
suffice it to say that they are unlikely to 
cause anybody any trouble.

More importantly though, I’d like 
to take this opportunity to express ap-
preciation to all of you for helping to 
make my time here so stimulating and 
fulfilling.

Those of you whom I’ve gotten to 
know very well, and have shared my 
efforts to build our community, have 
been a resource without whom I would 
have failed. Those of you whom I have 
come into contact with less intimately, 
have also contributed in ways that have 
enriched our community. In all cases, 
collaboration has been at the heart of 
this enterprise.

The Jewish Federation lay lead-
ership has been essential to our prog-
ress, as have all of our volunteers and 
supporters. Our staff has facilitated our 
growth: Lori Ramos, Leni Sack, Jodi 
Cohen, Paula Zlatkin, Ted Epstein, Jim 
Lewin, Amy Ginsberg and, of course, 
Debbie Sanford, who will guide the 
work going forward. And Sheila Labo-
da, and a group of her peers, who had 
the foresight and dedication to formal-
ly establish this Jewish Federation in 
1986. I am confident that their convic-
tion, and the work already done, will 
continue to inspire those going forward 
to accomplish even greater things.

By Alan Isaacs
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To strengthen and enrich the Jewish  
Community by providing and supporting 
philanthropic, educational and social   
service programs locally, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 
 

OOUURR  VVIISSIIOONN  

A Jewish Community that is based on 
Jewish values such as Tzedakah 
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking     
responsibility for one another). 

Grow your business 
with L’CHAYIM.

Reach 4,000 local 
Jewish residents 

through this paper.
For more information  

or to place an ad, contact 
Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

To donate to the Federation’s 
Annual Campaign,  
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For a continuously updated 
calendar of events, visit  
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Remarks delivered at the  
Federation’s Annual Meeting
By Marsha Kistler, Federation President

n Marsha 
    Kistler

When we first moved here 15 years ago, we 
knew nothing about Southwest Florida. We 
knew no one here. Coincidentally, Federa-

tion had just hired a new executive director and it was 
looking for volunteers to man the front desk, answer 
the phone, and update our records of Jewish residents 

at the various senior living facil-
ities. That seemed like the per-
fect fit for someone trying to get 
the Jewish lay of the land. And 
so began my association with 
this organization and with Alan 
Isaacs.

One of my first questions to 
Alan was, “How can there be a 
Jewish Federation without Israe-
li Folk Dancing?” His answer, 

“Good question, why don’t you start a group?” I’m 
happy to report that all these many years later, Israeli 
Folk Dancing is alive and well in SW Florida and we 
owe a debt of gratitude to Alan for encouraging and 
supporting us (many of the dancers are here tonight to 
express their gratitude to you). And you’re all invited 
to come and watch us perform at Israelfest in a week 
and a half.

I’m grateful to Alan as well for serving as my per-
sonal technology guru (“Help, Alan, all of my dance 
music has disappeared!”). Alan, I will cherish our 
many long talks which led me to NPR, whose many 
stories led me back to you for more long talks. Alan, 
I wish you a long, happy, healthy retirement with all 
your fingers and thumbs intact! Naomi, we’re return-
ing your husband to you!

Thanks also go to Sherri and Barbara for impart-
ing their wisdom during these last few months of 

transition, and to Barbara in particular for sharing her 
years of experience with the budget process. I know 
you’ll both be there to advise and encourage me as I 
take on this new responsibility. I would also like to 
express my thanks to the Nominating Committee for 
its confidence in my ability to do the job. And to my 
husband, without whose support I couldn’t do this.

Looking forward, I would like to share a couple 
of themes or goals as I begin my tenure as president. 
First and foremost is in the area of fundraising. The 
more resources we have, the more we can accomplish 
as an organization. The need is great. I am fortunate 
to be able to work with two very able chairpersons 
in this endeavor: Sherri Zucker as our new dedicated 
Campaign Chair and Karin Fine as our new Founda-
tion/Legacy Chair.

A second theme is that of collaboration – collab-
oration, for example, with all of the temples and reli-
gious organizations in our two counties. Debbie and I 
intend to visit each of these organizations to see how 
we can work together and to see what Federation can 
do for you. We hope to collaborate more with FGCU, 
especially now that we have a dedicated FGCU stu-
dent representative joining our board. We look for-
ward to promoting its programming to our communi-
ty and perhaps sponsoring some joint programming. 

As we have already begun doing, we hope to con-
tinue our collaboration with Florida Repertory The-
atre, offering our constituents the opportunity to en-
joy the wonderful local theatre right in our back yard.

And finally, let me just say how much I’m look-
ing forward to working with our new Executive  
Director, Debbie Sanford, our dedicated profession-
al staff – Paula, Jodi and Lori – and our wonderful  
newly installed Board of Directors. Thank you all!

By Debbie Sanford, Executive Director
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The passion and dedication I have for our community

n Debbie Sanford

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

As I write this article, we are 
in the final few days of Alan  
Isaacs’ tenure and my first day 

on the job as the new Executive Direc-
tor. My official start date is Monday, 
May 30. I want to thank Executive 
Search Committee members Barbara 
Siegel, Sheri Zucker, Karin Fine, Bill 
Reynolds and Marsha Kistler and the 
entire Board of Directors for selecting 
me to be the new Executive Director. 
I am so excited for this wonderful op-
portunity you have given to me, and  
I thank you very much. 

I am also really looking forward 
to working with Marsha Kistler. Mar-
sha, Mazel Tov on your new role as our 
Board President. I know we are going 
to make a great team. 

Alan, you have displayed an excel-
lent amount of patience with me and 
all of my energy, and you have really 

taught me a lot about our 
Federation and our com-
munity. Thank you for 
your faith in me and your 
undying support. We are 
going to miss you. 

When I started work-
ing for the Jewish Feder-

ation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, 
almost four years ago, not only did I 
realize the incredible impact one could 
have on people’s lives, I realized how 
meaningful it was for me to be able to 
serve people in different ways.

Looking at the recent events in 
Ukraine deepens my gratitude for 
family, security and community. It is 
comforting to be able to count on fam-
ily and community for support and for 
timely actions that empower us, com-
fort us and move us forward in the di-
rection of building a better world.

All around us, through actions that 
most of us never see or hear about, 
people take meaningful steps to put 
Jewish values into practice, strengthen 
our Jewish community and repair our 
world. Advocating for Jewish values 
comes from big-hearted people who 
work for the greater good, day in and 

day out – people like you, who gen-
erously support Federation’s work to 
strengthen Jewish life and ensure Jew-
ish continuity by connecting people to 
community.

My mom once told me, “There 
are no problems, only opportunities 
for growth.” I think that quote gets me 
through a lot in my personal life as well 
as my work life. It means that God is 
sending me this situation so that I can 
grow. It frames a situation not as some-
thing overwhelming that is impossible 
to solve, but as a puzzle that can be 
worked out. And the process of work-
ing it out is where real growth takes 
place. No one wants problems, but who 
doesn’t want opportunities?

I am going to take this new oppor-
tunity I have been afforded and really 
work hard to grow this Federation. 
With the support of an amazing team 
– Lori Ramos, Jodi Cohen and Pau-
la Zlatkin – we can do anything. I’m 
amazed daily by their support and the 
comradery we have built for each oth-
er. I am looking forward to working 
with this great team on new goals and 
also working closer with Ted Epstein, 
our L’CHAYIM editor and designer.

So let’s take a look forward…
I want to rejuvenate our Jewish 

community in Lee & Charlotte coun-
ties. WE can do that by celebrating our 
successes. We must be proud of who 
we are, what we stand for and all that 
has been accomplished here and take 
that energy and direct it to building  

the future we want.
We do it by working together to 

have a shared understanding of our 
mission and purpose, to care for those 
in need, expand financial resources 
and donor relations, offer engaging 
programming, promote Jewish liter-
acy, advocate for Israel and support 
for vulnerable Jews everywhere, and 
strengthen community relations both 
with the general community and with-
in the Jewish community. And we must 
make involvement in the Jewish com-
munity fun and meaningful!

I know we all have different needs, 
and my goal is to first listen and learn 
and then work to find solutions to the 
most pressing issues. I want our Fed-
eration to be the key partner for all 
congregations and Jewish community 
organizations. Over our history as a 
Jewish Federation, we have champi-
oned amazing moments such as helping 
to build the State of Israel and support-
ing worldwide Jewry. We have built 
a network of philanthropy and volun-
teerism that impacts more Jews than 
any other organization in the world. If 
we can do that, we can do more.

It is not often you hear someone 
say they love their job. Well, I can hon-
estly say I do, and I hope that shines 
through in the passion and dedication I 
have for this community and the work 
we will do together to create a bright 
future for our Jewish community for 
future generations.

Federation hires  
new program director
By Debbie Sanford, Executive Director

Keeping seniors 
safe. At home.

Ask about our $99
hospital-to-home 
packages!

(239) 590-8999
FortMyers-131.ComfortKeepers.com
Proudly Serving Lee, Collier & Charlotte Counties

© 2021 CK Franchising, Inc. Most offices independently owned and operated.  

HHA: 299992995

Our skilled employees are 
insured, bonded, and go 
through extensive screening, 
testing, and training to deliver 
exceptional care

• Bathing & Hygiene
• Transportation & 
  Mobility assistance
• Meal preparation
• Grocery shopping & Errands
• Medication reminders
• 1- to 24-hour care & Live-in    
  Companionship

The Jewish Federation of Lee 
& Charlotte Counties is proud 
to announce that we have a 

new program director. Ella Nayor will  
assume her new role the 
middle of July. I can’t wait 
for you to meet her and get 
to know her. She is enthu-
siastic and creative, and I 
know she will be a dynamic 
addition to our staff. Here is 
a little more information on 
Ella.

Ella is an award-win-
ning freelance journalist, 
and a board member of The 
Laboratory Theater of Flor-
ida, where she is an educator, program-
mer, grants writer and fundraiser. She 
is currently enrolled as a graduate stu-
dent at Gratz College in Pennsylvania, 

where she is working toward a mas-
ter’s degree in Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies. Over the last 15 years, Ella has 
spoken around the country at schools, 

colleges and communi-
ty organizations to pro-
mote understanding and 
acceptance. She lives 
in Fort Myers with her 
husband Jeff and two 
Scottish terriers, Dexter 
and Fiona.

The Federation will 
be hosting an Open 
House on Thursday, 
August 18 to give you 
an opportunity to meet 

Ella and talk more with me about the 
future of our Jewish community and 
what we have in store for the upcom-
ing year.

This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support 
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YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    
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L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

TRIBUTES
In celebration of Helen Cora Brown

from Stephen & Deborah Brown

In honor of Jodi Cohen
from Doreen Kostel

Sign up for the Federation’s 
weekly e-blasts. Send an email 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.

Local Jewish Educa on and Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�ons, PJ Library,  Israeli folk dancing,    
social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly and weekly newsle�er to keep  
the Jewish community informed about local, na�onal and     
interna�onal Jewish issues and events.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint Distribu�on Commi�ee (JDC) for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in 60+         
countries around the world. 

Partnership 2Gether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and socializa�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency nancial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Engagement 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal collabora�ons and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

Jewish Community Founda on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term nancial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

H   J  F   L   C  C  S  

                         
 

Honoring a special person  
through a tribute gift to the  
Jewish Family Services of Lee  
& Charlotte Counties is a  
wonderful way to recognize a  
          simcha or remember a  
           loved one. Not only does  
               your gift show your family  
                  and friends that you care,  
                      it goes to work helping  
                          Jews in need and  
                          building vibrant  
                          communities locally,  
                          in Israel and around the world. 
 

                                                            

MMAAKKEE  AA    
TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTT  

MMaakkee  aa  GGiifftt  aatt  
jjeewwiisshhffeeddeerraattiioonnllcccc..oorrgg//ttrriibbuuttee--mmeemmoorriiaallss  

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

Like us on Facebook!



  55  L' CHAY IM JUNE/JULY 2022L' CHAY IM JUNE/JULY 2022  
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesOUR FEDERATIONOUR FEDERATION

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

n Jodi Cohen

Jewish Community Emergency 
Resettlement Fund
It is one thing to watch the war in 

Ukraine in real time, on TV, from the 
comfort of my own home. It is an en-
tirely different experience when two 

Ukrainian refu-
gees in their mid-
70s walk into the 
Federation, shyly, 
slightly bewil-
dered, unable to 
understand any-
thing being said 
in English. The 
daughter of this 

couple lives here and reached out to 
Jewish Family Services for help set-
tling her parents into their new lives in 
Fort Myers. 

I met another woman whose par-
ents escaped Ukraine over a three-day 
period, traveling while mostly stand-
ing on buses and trains, without much 
sleep or food and made their way to 
Poland. They arrived in Fort Myers in 
April.

The Federation is currently help-
ing these two Ukrainian families with 
immediate needs as well as assessing 
what kind of support will be necessary 
moving forward regarding housing 
and making new lives here in Florida. 
There will most likely be more people 
arriving. Please consider a contribu-
tion to assist local families through the 
newly established Jewish Community 
Emergency Resettlement Fund.

Jewish Family Services
In May, JFS helped families pay their 
electric and utility bills and medical 
expenses. People who are struggling 
to make ends meet call for assistance. 
People who are helping to care for el-
ders call for support. My own heart 
bounces up and down on the trampo-
line of compassion as I listen to peo-
ple and do my best to provide guid-
ance and resources or even simply  
listen. 

A man who called to inquire about 
Yom HaShoah services told me that al-
though he isn’t Jewish, he was one of 
the first U.S. soldiers to enter the camps 
at the end of World War II. It made an 
impression on him, he said, without 
going into detail. We both knew what 
he meant. His voice was creaky and 
a little hoarse. As I listened to him, I 
thought, “You never know who your 
allies are or when they’ll appear.”
The Cadkin Foundation 
Food Pantry 
I’d like to share a quote from a recent 
Harry Chapin Food Bank email be-
cause I cannot say it any better than this. 
“The families that we serve are facing 
a losing battle with inflation; they are 
juggling double-digit rent increases, 
outrageous gas costs and eye-popping 
prices at the grocery store. The weight 
of these surging expenses forces them 
to drop something in order to ease the 
burden.” 

Your food donations, gift cards, 
cash and checks make it possible for 

the pantry to provide food and toiletries 
to our clients. Thank you for your 
ongoing, generous support, which is 
needed now more than ever.

A heartfelt thank you to all of the 
many dedicated and caring Jewish 
Family Services volunteers. There are 
so many moving pieces to keeping the 
Lunch Bunch, Friendly Visitors and 
food pantry programs going. None of it 
would be possible without the support 
of everyone who contributes.
Lunch Bunch
Our May lunch was so cool because we 
were indoors! Jason’s Deli, our com-
munity partner, provided a delicious 
lunch and the volunteers were helpful 
and spirited, as usual. It takes a village 
to organize and feed a village. 

The Federation is grateful to Tem-
ple Beth El for hosting the Lunch 
Bunch. Rabbi Nicole Luna talked 
about hope, optimism and courage, 
asking people to share their thoughts 

and responses to the different passages 
that she read. As humans we are wired 
to tell stories. While we visit with each 

other during the lunch, it is through lis-
tening to the stories people share about 
their childhoods, relatives and experi-
ences, in answer to the questions asked, 
that we truly learn about each other. 

There is always a place at the table 
for you, so come on down.

NEXT SENIOR LUNCH BUNCH:
Thursday, June 16 at noon
The Community Free Synagogue 
(in SW Florida Masonic Ctr.) 10868 Metro Pkwy., Fort Myers
RSVP by Friday, June 10 to 
Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org

Photos below from May 12 Lunch Bunch courtesy of Shirley Frank

bob@gosouthnow.com

BOB 
VINIKOOR

Fort Myers REALTOR

239-258-1102

LET  ME  HELP  YOU
BUY  OR  SELL
YOUR  HOME!
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Israelfest on Sunday, May 15
For more than 100 photos from this event, go to facebook.com/jewishfederationlcc/photos ~ Photos by Ted Epstein
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I fell back  
on the turnip truck
By Keith Grossman

n Keith 
    Grossman

For almost two years, I was hiber-
nating in my cave to avoid the 
harsh Covid season. Although I 

was awake, like a bear, I was in a re-
duced metabolic state. Unlike a bear, 
however, I wasn’t prepared for hiber-
nation. Rather than rapidly gaining 
weight prior to hibernation, I rapidly 
gained weight during my hibernation. 
I did the “lying around” part correctly, 

though.
At first, I rel-

ished being con-
fined. Oddly, it 
gave me a certain 
freedom. I grew 
the “quarantine 
beard,” letting my 
facial hair grow 
to lengths I would 
never want to be 

seen with in public. It was fun knowing 
Zoom meetings were “pants optional.”

Over time, the freedom started 
turning to frustration. I missed having 
photo opportunities at business lunch-
es, so I hired my own photographer to 
come to my home and photograph me 
attending Zoom social events.

And then the time came to leave 
my cave. I was ready to devour once 
again all the world has to offer; ready 
to nourish myself. Just like at Passover. 
Well, not exactly like Passover; this 
time it was with yeast.

I also had a lot of waste to dispose 
of. No one talks about that.

It was my entry back into the world 
when I realized I had fallen back on the 
turnip truck. There was so much I had 
forgotten how to do during my hiber-
nation. After being home for so long, I 
have forgotten how to do things outside 
the home. I have “pandemic brain.”

My first clue was when I had a 
Zoom meeting that actually required 
me to wear a tie. “How do you tie these 
things? C’mon! Get your head in the 
game! You did this for 30 years!”

I was exasperated. “Do you start 
with the wide end? Is it on the right or 
left?” Thank God for YouTube.

Then I had to get in my car after 
a long absence. Do I use two feet to 
drive? After all, there are two pedals. 
Why are all those lights so bright at 
night?

And where was I going in my 
car? To the tailor. All that hibernating 
was reflected in my tight-fitting pants. 
By the way, I still can’t find my belt. 
Thankfully, I don’t need it.

On the way to the tailor, I stopped 
at the bank’s ATM. I am struggling to 
remember my PIN. I sweat and trem-
ble through numerous attempts, like a 
prisoner being interrogated, until it fi-
nally comes to me. I am overcome with 
relief.

Apparently, I’m not the only one. 
It’s been reported that soon after we 
began locking ourselves in our homes, 
people noticed a sudden inability to fo-
cus, to remember things and to follow 
through on tasks. An article in The At-
lantic investigated the “fog of forget-
ting” due to the pandemic.

Barbara Sahakian, a professor of 
clinical neuropsychology at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge, has been work-
ing in partnership with Fudan Univer-
sity researchers to assess the effects of 
social isolation and loneliness on peo-
ple’s brains during the pandemic. She 
says that the impacts, across multiple 
regions of the brain, are “profound.”

I don’t need to rely upon any ex-
perts, though. As soon as I started 
going back to the airport, I saw other 
people who seemingly forgot to do…
well…everything. They certainly for-
got how to dress. Sweats and leggings 
are now normal couture for a flight. I 
think some people are even wearing 
pajamas.

I can live with the travel fashion 
changes, though. It’s the obnoxious 
and threatening behavior on display 
that’s profound. People have clearly 
forgotten how to behave. Sahakian is 
correct. These people have been im-
pacted across multiple regions of their 
brains.

The things we own
By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President

On a recent trip to my parents’ 
house, I found myself in a sel-
dom-used cedar closet in their 

basement, and I had to take a moment. 
So many items locked away for 

years, each a treasure chest of memo-
ries. Here’s the bowling trophy from 
1980, the electronic baseball game 
I got for my 10th birthday, the musi-
cal keyboard (we called it an “organ” 

then) that Bubbe 
Toby gave me. 
My parents’ home 
is a museum of 
my life. 

It’s not a mu-
seum I want to 
keep in my own 
home, mind you. 
We’ve got our 
own kids’ stuff 

filling up boxes and shelf space.
When my wife Mindi and I got 

our first house, my mom tried to clear 
out some of the clutter by bringing the 
football helmets to Florida. Each Ha-
nukkah, for many years, I would ask 
for replica football helmets from the 
JC Penney holiday catalog. My col-
lection included the Seahawks, Giants, 
Dolphins, Buccaneers, Chiefs, Rams 
and Bills. Mom and Dad brought them 
down two at a time until all the hel-
mets were transplanted. I gave away a 
couple of them, and I’m sad to say the 
ones that remain have been damaged 
by heat, humidity and neglect.

Still, I’m not ready to tell my par-
ents to get rid of my childhood detritus. 

Marie Kondo wrote, “Tidying is 
the act of confronting yourself.”

Why is it that I’m perfectly happy 
to live my life without ever thinking 
about those items, but also not content 
to let them go? If I never discovered 
them, it would never bother me that 
they were gone, but knowing where 

they are changes my outlook. 
It’s kind of like how you wouldn’t 

be bothered if your cousin visited Flor-
ida without reaching out to you, but 
seeing a post on Facebook makes it 
seem rude that they didn’t try to get 
together. 

Artifacts, while materially unim-
portant, evoke memories. I remember 
having a dream one night as a child in 
which I kept hearing the sounds from 
that baseball game. When I awoke, 
I found that my friend who had slept 
over that night was playing the game.

That organ had numbers for the 
keys and songbooks that listed the num-
bers, so even though I never learned to 
play the piano I could play the songs. 
I had a John Denver songbook, so I 
still remember the line from “Annie’s 
Song,” “like a sleepy blue 8-6.”

Artist Sandy Sunfield has a project 
called Things & People (thingsandpeo-
ple.com) that highlights individuals 
and special objects that hold meaning 
for them. Many of the items seem mun-
dane, yet more grand than the artifacts 
in my parents’ basement. 

I suppose I should go through the 
cedar closet and start cleaning it out to 
save my parents the trouble. 

From Marie Kondo again: “The 
process of assessing how you feel 
about the things you own, identifying 
those that have fulfilled their purpose, 
expressing your gratitude, and bidding 
them farewell, is really about examin-
ing your inner self, a rite of passage to 
a new life.”

Then again, as long as my parents 
still have a basement, it’s easier to 
leave the past in a place where I know 
how to find it.
Brian Simon is a former president of 
the Federation. His views are not nec-
essarily those of the Federation or its 
board.

n Brian 
    Simon
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

The Museum continues to ad-
dress the war in Ukraine with 
our visitors on tours and stu-

dents during our Education programs. 
Sadly, there are 
far too many par-
allels to draw be-
tween the Russian 
forces’ aggression 
and the actions of 
Nazi occupiers in 
World War II. 

The 24-hour 
news cycle con-
tinuously provides 

updates on the plight of frightened ref-
ugee families, the mounting deaths of 
innocent civilians and the devastating 
destruction of Russian bombs. In real 
time and with stark before-and-after 
satellite images, we have a clear pic-
ture of Russian aggression against 
Ukraine and its citizens. Unfortunate-
ly, the citizens of Russia don’t see 
this. The propaganda campaign of the  
Putin government, and its crackdown 
on dissenting voices, the press and so-
cial media leaves Russian citizens with 
a totally different perspective on the 
situation in Ukraine. 

The world is inspired by the cour-
age and commitment of the Ukrainian 
government and citizens to fight back. 
Russia badly underestimated the resis-
tance it would face. This, plus the eco-
nomic sanctions against Russia and its 
leaders, and the military and financial 
aid to the Ukrainian government and 

people, are increasing the pressure on 
the Putin regime to withdraw its troops. 

Visitors to the Museum will see a 
display including a joint statement by 
several museums about the war crimes 
being committed in Ukraine. It calls 
upon governments around the world 
to do more to stop these atrocities and 
assist those who have been brutalized.

Early next year, we will host an ex-
hibit called “Two Regimes – Witnesses 
to the Holodomor and the Holocaust.” 
The exhibit explores a powerful fam-
ily story of survival from the 1930s 
through World War II. It profiles the 
life’s work of a mother and daughter 
who lived under the reigns of terror un-
leashed under the regimes of Stalin and 
Hitler. The stories they told of their life 
in Mariupol hauntingly parallel life in 
Mariupol today. When the Nazis seized 
the city, both women were deported to 

Forced Labor Camps in Germany, an-
other similarity to today’s news stories 
of Russian forces deporting Ukraini-
ans.

We ask you to join us in standing 
up to the Putin regime’s aggression in 
Ukraine and its suppression of its own 
people’s human rights. Speak up about 
it, donate to refugee organizations and 
keep those affected by this unjust con-
flict in your thoughts and prayers.

Community Support Project 
for Ukrainian Refugees
Board Member Emeritus Jack Nortman 
and his sister, Margie Commerford, 
will travel in early June to the border 
of Poland and Ukraine and the cities of 

Warsaw and Krakow on a mercy mis-
sion. They feel a unique kinship with 
the Ukrainian refugees. During World 
War II, their parents, Rose and Morris 
Nortman, were forced to flee when the 
Nazis invaded Poland. Jack and Mar-
gie have been coordinating with local 
organizations on the ground assisting 
refugees in Poland. They have asked 
our help to publicize their effort to raise 
tax-deductible donations to go directly 
to these organizations. For more infor-
mation, please visit boxcarfoundation.
org or email theboxcarfoundation@
gmail.com.

n Susan
    Suarez

Jack and Margie will also carry 
messages of support to let the refugees 
know they and their families are not 
forgotten. These include cards created 
by school groups visiting the Museum. 
Museum visitors can write their own 
messages of support on cards available 
in our lobby at no charge. 
New Exhibit:
“Art After the Holocaust”
Our latest exhibit, “Art After the Holo-
caust,” features a selection of the Ho-
locaust-themed artwork donated to the 
Museum over the years. These include 
a variety of media – fabric, glasswork, 
prints, sculpture, oil paintings and 
woodcuts. The exhibit will be on dis-
play in the Estelle and Stuart Price Gal-
lery from May 3 through August 31.
Private Group Tours 
Available in Summer
Looking for an activity for your group 
or association this summer? Why not 
schedule a Private Group Tour of the 
Museum. These docent-led tours can 
be tailored to your schedule and in-
clude the option of a light breakfast 
before you start. Private Group Tours 
are scheduled for morning hours when 
we are closed to the public. There will 
be plenty of time to look around and 
ask questions, as you will have the 
Museum to yourselves. For more infor-
mation, contact Education Specialist  
David Nelson at david@HMCEC.org 
or 239.263.9200 x205.

I look forward to seeing you at the 
Museum this summer!

they are changes my outlook. 
It’s kind of like how you wouldn’t 

be bothered if your cousin visited Flor-
ida without reaching out to you, but 
seeing a post on Facebook makes it 
seem rude that they didn’t try to get 
together. 

Artifacts, while materially unim-
portant, evoke memories. I remember 
having a dream one night as a child in 
which I kept hearing the sounds from 
that baseball game. When I awoke, 
I found that my friend who had slept 
over that night was playing the game.

That organ had numbers for the 
keys and songbooks that listed the num-
bers, so even though I never learned to 
play the piano I could play the songs. 
I had a John Denver songbook, so I 
still remember the line from “Annie’s 
Song,” “like a sleepy blue 8-6.”

Artist Sandy Sunfield has a project 
called Things & People (thingsandpeo-
ple.com) that highlights individuals 
and special objects that hold meaning 
for them. Many of the items seem mun-
dane, yet more grand than the artifacts 
in my parents’ basement. 

I suppose I should go through the 
cedar closet and start cleaning it out to 
save my parents the trouble. 

From Marie Kondo again: “The 
process of assessing how you feel 
about the things you own, identifying 
those that have fulfilled their purpose, 
expressing your gratitude, and bidding 
them farewell, is really about examin-
ing your inner self, a rite of passage to 
a new life.”

Then again, as long as my parents 
still have a basement, it’s easier to 
leave the past in a place where I know 
how to find it.
Brian Simon is a former president of 
the Federation. His views are not nec-
essarily those of the Federation or its 
board.
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cleaning franchisees get the job  
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A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE
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systematic methods to create a visible 
difference in the cleanliness  
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BEST SERVICE AND PRICE
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provide clients with the absolute  
best service in the industry,  

at a competitive price.

CONSISTENT RESULTS
By paying attention to the details, 

high touch spots and areas of concern, 
clients get an exceptional and  

consistent clean every time.

BIG OR SMALL…

WE CLEAN THEM ALL®

239-206-2520
anagoswfl.com

WITH ANAGO YOU GET:
• A partner with a 98% retention rate

• Calendaring system ensures all tasks are completed as scheduled
• Inspection/survey process ensures compliance to your specs

• Microfiber tools to remove more dirt
• EPA registered disinfectants for virus and bacteria removal

• Dedicated client services rep to assist with your needs

SERVING  COLLIER,  LEE,  CHARLOTTE,
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Message of Support cards for refugee children 
created by Bonita Springs Center for the Arts 

students during their Museum visit
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Arlene Stolnitz

The amazing story of how I came to write a column  
on Judaic music for Federation newspapers
By Arlene Stolnitz

The book sat on the top shelf of 
the library in our den. The title 
on the spine intrigued me – On 

Wings of Song by Reverend Nathan 
Stolnitz. Who was he? I had never 

heard anyone in 
the Stolnitz fam-
ily mention him, 
even though his 
last name was 
the same as ours. 
Standing on a 
stepladder, I care-
fully retrieved the 
book from the 
shelf. I checked 

with my husband and discovered that 
Reverend Stolnitz was, in fact, a distant 
relative who lived in Toronto, Canada. 
We had a copy of his book, yet no one 
in the family seemed to know anything 
about him. 

Stolnitz’s book contained essays 
and articles he had written for various 
Canadian cantorial conferences and 
organizations. Some were talks he had 
given to these groups at their meetings. 
Included were topics such as “The 
Great Debate on the Originality of 
Jewish Music,” “The Influence of the 
Shofar” and “The Inspirational Power 

of the Kol Nidre Melody in Jewish 
Generations.” 

Another section included biog-
raphies and pictures of more than 
60 well-known cantors of that time. 
These included not only living can-
tors but some who had perished in the 
Holocaust. Sprinkled throughout the 
book were endless pictures of Rever-
end Stolnitz attending functions with 
well-known hazzanim. There were 
names I had heard of such as Can-
tor Moshe Koussevitzky and Cantor  
Gershon Sirota, and even someone I 
had met at the North American Choral 
Festival, Velvel Pasternak. Included 
were Stolnitz’s two brothers, also reli-
gious leaders in their respective coun-
tries; Abraham Isaac Stolnitz (Nathan’s 
father), who died in Poland in 1927; 
and Rabbi Dr. Efroim (Henry) Stolnitz, 
his uncle, of Tampa, Florida, who died 
in 1937. I was fascinated by the book 
and wanted to know more about the 
man who had written it.

As I was flipping through the book, 
an idea began to germinate in my mind. 
I could write articles as well, but mine 
would be focused on the music of Ju-
daica. I had already been writing back-
ground material for music the Sarasota 

Jewish Chorale would be singing in 
performance. The music of Jews in the 
diaspora would be my subject.

But first I had to find out more 
about my husband’s family namesake. 
I was curious to know why Stolnitz re-
ferred to himself as “Reverend” Stol-
nitz. Thinking back, I remembered a 
time in the post-WWII era when can-
tors used the title “reverend” rather 
than “cantor.” My unresearched theory 
is that this was an attempt by Judaic 
clergy to become part of the main-
stream religious establishment after the 
recent horrors of antisemitism during 
the war years.

In further research, I discovered 
Stolnitz was well known as the dean 
of Canadian cantors and was a contrib-
utor to Yiddish, American-Jewish and 
Argentine-Jewish newspapers. Stolnitz 
was born in Vilna, Russia, and by 1926 
had settled in Toronto. He founded the 
Ontario, Canada, Cantor’s Association 
and was associated with the YIVO In-
stitute for Jewish Research. He wrote 
several books, including Music in  
Jewish Life and On Wings of Song, the 
book we owned, which was published 
in 1968. He was the Toronto corre-
spondent for Der Tog (Day-Morning 
Journal), the New York Yiddish daily, 
often writing under the pen names of  
A Ostrover, A St-ts and A. Vilensky. 
(As an aside, published from 1914 un-
til 1971, Der Tog was the first Yiddish 

newspaper to include women on the 
editorial board.) Stolnitz was active as 
a pulpit cantor and in cantorial organi-
zations both in Canada and the U.S. He 
died in Miami in 1969 while vacation-
ing with his wife Jennie.

In spite of all my research, I had 
no clue regarding his connection to my 
husband’s family, and I still don’t to 
this day.

An interesting note about On 
Wings of Song is that it was published 
partly in Yiddish (reading from right 
to left) and with most of the book in  
English (left to right).

So now you have it. Seven years 
later, I have written 10 articles per 
year, amounting to 70 articles! And my 
writing appears in several Federation 
newspapers on Florida’s west coast, 
from Sarasota to Naples!

I have Cantor Nathan Stolnitz to 
thank for the inspiration I received 
merely by finding his book on that top 
shelf!
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of 
all kinds has led to this series of ar-
ticles on Jewish Folk Music in the  
Diaspora.
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Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
“Should I tell them I’m sick?”
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

It has been three weeks since Dan 
got the news, and his head is still 
spinning. “I know I’m getting on 

in years,” says the 78-year-old retired 
biology teacher and part-time musi-

cian, “but I never 
expected that a 
regular check-up 
would end up 
with me hearing 
words like ‘inop-
erable’ and ‘ter-
minal.’ But that’s 
what happened, 
and I still haven’t 
told my kids.”

Dan’s predicament, traumatic as it 
may be, is shared by many who receive 
life-changing diagnoses. After coming 
to terms with the nature of a serious 
illness and its often-frightening prog-
nosis, seniors face the added trauma 
of sharing the news with adult children 
and grandchildren, as well. 

“I just don’t want to tell my daugh-
ter… for a lot of reasons,” says Dan. 
“I don’t want to worry her or be a bur-
den. And what about my grandkids? 
They’re both teenagers. We’ve made a 
lot of plans for camping and concerts 
and such. How do I tell them? What do 
I say?”

Dan is not alone. In fact, so many 
seniors, along with those much young-
er, have faced the same dilemma. So 
much so that Hospiscare, a U.K. hos-

pice charity, offers suggestions for 
breaking the news of a life-changing 
illness and for helping families and 
friends cope with what can be disturb-
ing information.

Hospiscare staff emphasize that 
there is no right or wrong way to dis-
close that you have a life-threatening 
illness. In fact, the professionals urge 
you to “Do it your way.” Inviting a 
daughter for a cup of tea and a serious 
talk, sending a message to distant rela-
tives via social media, or broaching the 
subject with a good friend while gar-
dening or listening to music together – 
it’s best to select an approach tailored 
to the personality of the one who will 
receive your news. The professionals 
say that it’s not necessary to tell every-
one in the same way.

In Dan’s case he’s waited three 
weeks before considering disclosing 
his illness to his family – a good plan, 
says the Hospiscare staff. They encour-
age their clients to “take the pressure 
off,” by personally adjusting to their 
terminal diagnosis and then calmly 
considering the how, where and when 
to approach the family.

As kids we were told that “hon-
esty is the best policy,” and it holds 
true today. Be honest about your dis-
ease or condition, and forthright about 
what you’ve been told by your medical 
professionals. Don’t make assump-
tions about how a family member may  

react and don’t project the outcome of 
a frank discussion. In addition, stifle 
the temptation to minimize your con-
dition. An honest and direct approach 
can be liberating for you and for your 
family and friends. 

The staff at Hospiscare reminds us 
that “It’s OK to not be OK.” In other 
words, an entire range of emotions can 
accompany a terminal diagnosis and 

it’s perfectly fine, advisable actually, to 
let those around you know how you are 
coping. If you’re feeling like talking 
about what’s to come, it’s important 
to say so. Alternatively, if you’d prefer 
not to open the discussion, communi-
cate that as well.

Dan’s concern was multi-gener-
ational. He worried that his teenage 
grandchildren would be distraught, dis-
appointed and, as Dan put it, “Bummed 
out that so many of our plans might 
change.” As a result, Dan almost de-
cided to say nothing. Professionals in 
the field of terminal illness understand 
Dan’s reluctance, however, they em-
phasize that “generally children want 

adults to be honest.” That’s why taking 
the time to give children an accurate 
description of what a parent or grand-
parent is facing is critically important. 
Hiding a terminal illness with “Fine, 
honey, I’m just fine,” may break the 
bonds of trust that you and your grand-
children have built over the years.

Jewish tradition emphasizes that 
all life is precious – even a life that 

is shortened by serious illness. When 
Dan made the decision to speak frank-
ly to his children and to open up to his 
grandchildren, he recognized the wis-
dom inherent in his action. “I can relax 
now,” Dan says. “Me and my family – 
we’re all on the same page. No more 
pretending. I can focus on what’s im-
portant. That makes my life even more 
precious now.”
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her  

new book, Aging Jewishly, available  
on Amazon. It makes a great gift!
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Warm weather sparklers  
By The Wine Whisperer

n Jerry  
    Greenfield

It’s always been a mystery to me 
why people think that sparkling 
wine should be enjoyed only on 

“special occasions,” especially since 
the warmer weather we enjoy (or toler-
ate) in Florida makes sparklers a great, 

refreshing choice 
all year round.

Now, I un-
derstand the de-
sire to save the 
big boys, the ex-
pensive bottles, 
for a birthday or 
anniversary, but 
the world of spar-
kling wine isn’t 

limited to just the legally designated 
Champagne region of France. There 
are many types of sparklers made all 
over the world, and many reasonably 
priced wines to open and pour on a 
much more regular basis.

Of course, Champagne pretty 
much sets the bar with its capacity for 
layers of subtle flavors and complexi-
ty. But you’d be surprised at the places 
on the planet that are producing very 

drinkable wines in a wide variety of 
styles. It’s absolutely the time to ex-
plore them.

There are so many reasons why we 
enjoy, and are attracted to, things that 
have bubbles. Remember the little jar 
of soapy water you had when you were 
a kid, and the plastic ring that came 
with it? Dip the ring, wave it through 
the air, and…bubbles! And carbonated 
beverages are a refreshing mainstay, in 
large part because they feel so good in 
our mouth. In 2019, cola drinks alone 
generated over $11 billion in sales. 
And that doesn’t include ginger ale, 
lemon lime drinks and all the rest.

We should probably start with 
Champagne. It’s possible to find decent 
examples in the $25-$30 range, but for 
a really satisfying bottle, be prepared 
to spend north of $40.

But other sparklers, like Prosecco, 
Cava and wines that get their bubbles 
by other methods, are well worth a try. 
For example, there’s pétillant naturel, 
which are wines bottled before fermen-
tation has completed. The wine contin-
ues to ferment in the bottle, releasing 

carbon dioxide, which, since it can’t 
escape, goes back into the liquid and 
makes bubbles.

Another production technique is 
called charmat. The grapes are fer-
mented in an airtight tank. Again, since 
the carbon dioxide produced by the fer-
mentation has nowhere to go, it stays 
in the liquid and the result is…bubbles.

The think I like most about spar-
kling wines is that they generally 
match well with almost any type of 
cuisine. For example, at Thanksgiving 
we have a spread that includes a vast 
array of flavors and textures, all on 
one plate. There are the herbal flavors 
in the stuffing, the full-bodied gravy, 
creamy green bean casserole, marsh-
mallows on top of the sweet potatoes 
and the puckery tartness of cranberry 
sauce. Hard to find a single wine, white 
or red, that will enhance all those types 
of food. A dry sparkling wine fits the 
bill.

Of course, the first kind of sparkler 
that pops into our heads is Champagne, 
and yes, it can be expensive. But there 
are reasonably-priced wines from the 

Champagne region, and plenty that 
are made elsewhere using the méth-
ode champenoise, which is sometimes 
called méthode traditionelle. This in-
volves having the wine ferment first 
in a tank, and then for a second time 
in the bottle. To induce the second fer-
mentation, a mix of older wine and 
sugar is added, then the bottle is tightly  
sealed. 

The popularity of Prosecco has 
gone through the roof in the U.S. in re-
cent years. Sales have increased over 
10% per year, and in 2019 more than 
2.25 million cases were sold. 

So, sample widely. You might want 
to start with the following suggestions, 
both sparkling and non.

Martini & Rossi Sparkling Rose 
NV ($10) – This label certainly needs 
no introduction. A value-priced spar-
kler blended from Riesling, Chardon-
nay, Glera and Nebbiolo. Very dry on 
the palate, featuring flavors of orange 
peel and lively acidity. WW 86

Scharffenberger Brut Excellence 
Sparkling White Mendocino NV 

Warm weather sparklers...continued from previous page
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Modern Israeli Cheesecake 
– recipe by Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Shavuot, that happy, bright and 
colorful holiday, with rich 
cheese pastries and colorful 

salads, is also identified by a famous 
dessert that everyone waits for at the 
end of the meal: the modest – or not so 
modest – cheesecake. 

Shavuot is a Jewish holiday that 
celebrates the wheat harvest and the 
giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai 
seven weeks after the exit from Egypt. 
What does that have to do with cheese-
cake? Different theories abound, but 
all we can say for sure is 
that refreshing cheesecake 
is the dessert of choice for 
this “festival of the weeks.”

Cheesecake is super 
popular in Israel, not just 
for Shavuot but year-round. 
You’ll find it on dairy des-
sert menus at restaurants 
and served Shabbat morn-
ing in Israeli homes. It’s 
one of the two to three 
cakes that most every 
housewife knows by heart. 
This cheesecake is referred 
to as an Israeli cheesecake 
because its main ingredi-
ent is Gvina Levana, a soft 
Israeli white cheese. This 
fresh, creamy cheese is 
made from cow’s milk, is 
similar in taste and texture to quark, and 
makes this cheesecake quite different 
than the classic American cheesecake.

The most loved and common 
cheesecakes in Israel are variations of 
a baked cheesecake, using 

The first time I tasted cheesecake 
in the United States, as a 22-year-old 
girl on her first trip across the ocean, 
I thought they had gotten it wrong. 
Israeli cheesecake is nothing like the 
cheesecakes of North America. In 
place of the cream cheese-sugar-egg, 
Israeli cheesecake is light, tangy and 
airy. It involves many steps, but each 
one is actually quite simple. Once you 
understand the concept of putting a 
cheesecake together, it becomes much 
easier.

This year, I prepared something 
more modern and interesting. I ate two 
cheesecakes in preparation for this ar-
ticle. I don’t want anyone claiming I 
didn’t do my homework! And the re-
sult? You will want to replicate this 
taste forever and ever – a cake as light 
as air. It is so much more than you 
could ever want from a cheesecake. 
Add this one to the Shavuot menu and 
it’ll be part of your holiday memories 
forever.

Ingredients:
Cake

• 3 cups sugar
• 2½ cups all-purpose flour
• 2 tsp baking soda
• 2 tsp baking powder
• 1 tsp salt
• 3 eggs
• 1½ cup Gvina Levana (5% white 

cheese)
• ¾ cups vegetable oil
• 1 tsp vanilla extract
• 1½ cups boiling water

Cream Cheese:
• 2¼ cups powdered sugar
• 2 cups Gvina Levana
• 3.5 oz instant pudding
• 1 tbsp vanilla extract

Instructions: 
 X Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
 X Grease 3 x 8.5 inch cake pans, set 

aside.
Cake:

 X In bowl of mixer add the sugar, 
flour, baking powder, baking soda 
and salt. Mix to combine.

 X Add in the eggs, cheese, oil and 
vanilla, and mix on medium speed 
for about 1 minute.

 X With mixer on low, slowly stream 
in the boiling water. Continue mix-
ing until all ingredients are incor-
porated.

 X Scrape the sides and bottom of 
bowl to release any clumps and 
mix well into batter. Batter will be 
runny. This is ok.

 X Pour evenly into prepared pans. 
Bake 45-50 minutes or until tooth-
pick comes out clean.

 X Let cool completely.
Cream Cheese:

 X Combine powdered sugar, cheese 
and instant pudding in medium 

saucepan.
 X Whisk for 1 minute. Test by rub-

bing between your fingers. The 
mixture should feel smooth.

 X Add in the vanilla extract. Mix 
well to combine.

Assembly:
 X Cut cake layers level to equal six 

cake layers. (I used just five. You 
can set the extra cake layer aside 
for snacking.) 

 X Lay first cake layer on cake plate.
 X Add layer of cream cheese.
 X Repeat with remaining layers, add-

ing layer of cream cheese between 
each.

 X Crumb coat (thin layer of cream 
cheese) the cake on the sides and 
top. Refrigerate for 30 minutes to 
an hour.

 X Garnish with fresh chopped straw-
berries, fresh berries and green 
leaves.

 X Set in a cool place until ready to 
serve.

Chef’s tip:
 X Living in the U.S., Gvina Levana 

may be hard to find in standard gro-
cery stores. Look for it in the dairy 
aisle of international food stores or 
ask for it at your local cheese store. 
Another option is to make your 
own. It’s a little time consuming 
but only requires buttermilk and 
time. The buttermilk is heated in 
the oven and then has to rest for 
12 hours, untouched. It then gets 

strained and has to rest for 5 hours. 
While it’s a mostly hands-off pro-
cess, it does require a lot of time. If 
you can’t find Gvina Levana in any 
local store, feel free to substitute 
quark or even sour cream filtered 
from the liquids. I replaced the 
Gvina Levana with a combination 
of cream cheese and Greek yogurt. 
The results are surprisingly similar 
and just perfect. 

 X The cheesecake tastes best after it 
has been chilled for a few hours. 

 X Add your favorite cheesecake top-
pings if you like. Try fruit, crushed 
Oreos, caramel, chocolate fudge or 
anything else.

Warm weather sparklers...continued from previous page
($20) – Made in the traditional Cham-
pagne method, this delicate sparkler is 
a blend of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir 
with creamy vanilla and toast over-
tones that support the fruit forward 
style. This one will accompany just 
about any kind of food. WW 91 
Ask the Wine Whisperer
What is the most widely planted grape 
in the world? – Evan L., Port St. Lucie

Cabernet Sauvignon is the world’s 
most popular wine grape, probably be-

cause it can be made in such a wide 
range of styles. There are over 700,000 
acres of it in cultivation worldwide.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er, a wine author, educator and consul-
tant. He is an adjunct professor in the 
wine program at Florida Gulf Coast 
University. Read his blog at www.wine 
whisperer.com. Jerry’s new book, He 
Lost it in the Catskills, is available on 
Amazon, or purchase your personally 
signed copy at catskillmemories.com.



 1414 L' CHAY IM L' CHAY IM JUNE/JULY 2022 JUNE/JULY 2022 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties JEWISH INTERESTJEWISH INTEREST

Dinos again
The sixth Jurassic Park movie, Ju-
rassic World Dominion, opens in the-
aters on Friday, June 10. In this sequel, 
humans and dinosaurs now live near 
each other all over the world and the 
question is: Who will emerge as the 
apex predator? The film was directed 
by COLIN TREVORROW, 45. His 
mother is Sephardi. He also directed 
the last two Jurassic Park films. They 
made billions.

JEFF GOLDBLUM, 69, reprises 
his role as Dr. Ian Malcolm, an expert 
in chaos theory. Goldblum co-starred 
as Malcolm in the original Jurassic 
Park film (1993) and in its first sequel 
(1997). He returned for the fifth film 
(2018).
Sephardim
Two dramatic series about Sephardim 
“sneaked” on to the Netflix schedule in 
May. Here are brief descriptions: Heirs 
to the Land depicts the lives of Spanish 
Jews about 100 years before their ex-
pulsion from Spain (1492). The Beauty 
Queen of Jerusalem follows a Sephar-
dic family from about 1910 until the 
end of the Israeli War of Independence 
(1949).
An office comedy
Loot is a 10-episode office comedy that 
begins streaming on Apple TV+ on Fri-
day, June 24. Capsule plot: Billionaire 
Molly Novak (MAYA RUDOLPH, 
49) has been living a dream-like, luxu-
rious life. This ends when her husband 
of 20 years betrays her. She goes into 
an emotional tailspin. NAT FAXON, 
46, has a big supporting role. (Ru-
dolph’s father is Jewish and Faxon’s 
mother is Jewish).
An offer you can’t refuse
The Offer, a 10-episode mini-series 
about the making of The Godfather 
(1972) began streaming on April 28 on 
Paramount+. It concludes in mid-June. 
As I write this, I’ve viewed the first 
three episodes. Reviews were mixed, 
but I was pleasantly surprised how en-
tertaining it was. Also, it is the “most 
Jewish” major mini-series or film I’ve 
ever seen (leaving aside Holocaust-re-
lated projects and films/mini-series 
made by Israelis or set in Israel).

Below is a list of the “real life” 
Jews in the series; Jews who played 
Jews; and Jews who played non- 
Jewish characters. All of them ap-
pear in all 10 episodes. Paramount+ 
costs $5 a month, so for five bucks 
you can binge watch the whole series 
this month. Plus, Paramount+ is also 
now streaming all three Godfather  
movies.

Dr. Paul Bartrop

June 1942… and beyond
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

On May 27, 1942, against the 
expressed wishes of the local 
population who feared repri-

sals, British-trained Czech comman-
dos ambushed the car of the SS Reich 
Protector of Bohemia and Moravia 

(Reichsprotektor), 
Reinhard Heydrich. 
Mortally wounded, 
he died a few days 
later, on June 4, 
1942 – 80 years ago.

In retaliation, an 
enraged Adolf Hitler 
ordered the murder 

of thousands of Jews. He also wanted 
to kill 10,000 Czech political prisoners, 
but SS Chief Heinrich Himmler, aware 
of the need for Czech labor, persuaded 
him that the Czechs were needed for 
German industry. Nonetheless, more 
than 13,000 Czechs were arrested, and 
5,000 were subsequently murdered in 
coming months and years.

Then, acting from false informa-
tion, on June 10 the Germans selected 
the Czech town of Lidice, not far from 
Prague, as the target of a reprisal and to 
serve as a warning by example against 
the Czech people for Heydrich’s assas-
sination. Lidice would suffer the full 
wrath of the Nazis’ vengeance, who 
based themselves on the erroneous be-
lief that the inhabitants had helped the 
assassins. Ironically, the village cho-
sen was a case of mistaken identity: 
one of the partisans had connections to 
another village named Lidice, and the 
Nazis thought it was the one closest to  
Prague.

On June 10, 1942, the Nazis moved 
in. All 172 men and boys of the village, 
and 71 women, were summarily shot. 
The remaining 195 women were sent 
to Ravensbrück concentration camp, 
while the 95 village children were 
sent either to camps or, in the case of 
eight who had what were deemed to be 

“Aryan” characteristics, sent to Ger-
many, where they were fostered out to 
German families. Of the women sent 
away, 143 survived and returned after 
the war. Only 16 children survived.

A similar fate befell nearby Ležáky, 
where the Nazis located a radio trans-
mitter thought to be sending messages 
for the Czech resistance. Again, all the 
adults were murdered, while the chil-
dren disappeared except for two who 
were handed over to Nazi families. 
Once more, the town was razed.

The town of Lidice itself was then 
systematically razed to the ground, 
with the ruins bulldozed. All referenc-
es to the name of the village were ex-
punged from whatever Czech records 
could be located, as well as from all 
German maps and official documents, 
as though it had never existed.

In 1949, Lidice was rebuilt, to-
gether with a memorial to the victims 
of the massacre. The martyrdom of 
Lidice was one of several atrocities 
perpetrated by the Nazis against entire 
non-Jewish village populations. It, to-
gether with other massacres at Kala-
vryta in Greece (December 13, 1943) 
and Oradour-sur-Glane in France (June 
10, 1944), became a byword for Nazi 
savagery.

Reinhard Heydrich’s funeral in 
Berlin on June 9, 1942 – the day be-
fore German troops moved into Lidice 
– was remembered as the largest of its 
kind in Nazi Germany.

An even more dramatic and dead-
ly tribute to Heydrich came later in the 
year, in the form of an operation code-
named Aktion Reinhard, given to the 
Nazi implementation of the deadliest 
phase of the Holocaust. This was what 
became termed the “Final Solution of 
the Jewish Question” (Endlösung der 
Judenfrage), lasting from 1942 and 
into 1943. The name was conferred as 
a memorial to Heydrich after his assas-
sination.

Initially, the plan was to inau-
gurate measures that would lead to 
the eradication of the Jewish popu-
lation of the area of occupied Poland 
known as the Generalgouvernement, 
but the scope of the plan broadened 
to include Jews transferred to Poland  
from throughout Nazi-occupied Europe.  

Aktion Reinhard was thus an undertak-
ing embracing the deportation and mass 
murder of millions of Jews, accompa-
nied by the plunder and transmission 
of Jewish property back to the Reich. 
The operation (also known as Einsatz 
Reinhard) eventually saw the estab-
lishment of three purpose-built ex-
termination camps in eastern Poland: 
Sobibor, Belzec and Treblinka. These 
were established solely for the purpose 
of realizing the Nazis’ murderous aims 
and were subsequently known as the 
Aktion Reinhard camps.

Anti-Jewish killing operations at 
Belzec using carbon monoxide gas 
had already begun in March 1942, 
continuing until December 1942. It 
has been estimated that some 600,000 
Jews were murdered at Belzec during 
its operation. Sobibor, which began 
operating in May 1942 and functioned 
until October 1943, saw a death toll 
of at least 250,000 Jews, while the 
killing center at Treblinka, called Tre-
blinka II, opened in July 1942. By the 
time it closed in August 1943, over 
900,000 Jews had been murdered at 
Treblinka II, making that camp sec-
ond only to Auschwitz as the greatest 
single murder site of Jews during the  
Holocaust.

The martyrdom of Lidice in the 
wake of Heydrich’s assassination was 
but a prelude to much worse things to 
come. Not only did the Holocaust enter 
its most deadly phase, more and more 
localized massacres and the destruc-
tion of villages and towns followed, 
in places far removed from each other 
across Europe.

In 2022, 80 years later, such hor-
ror can sometimes seem unfathomable, 
and it is worth considering just what 
such utter carnage represented. It was 
nothing less than the greatest statement 
that racist extremism was able to pro-
claim about itself. We know who the 
victims were. We know who the per-
petrators were. And everyone else? 
Therein lies the greatest lesson for us, 
in our own age.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

Stay in touch throughout  
the summer. Sign up for 
the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

For a continuously updated 
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jew-
ish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one  
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also 
identified as Jewish.

Dinos again
The sixth Jurassic Park movie, Ju-
rassic World Dominion, opens in the-
aters on Friday, June 10. In this sequel, 
humans and dinosaurs now live near 
each other all over the world and the 
question is: Who will emerge as the 
apex predator? The film was directed 
by COLIN TREVORROW, 45. His 
mother is Sephardi. He also directed 
the last two Jurassic Park films. They 
made billions.

JEFF GOLDBLUM, 69, reprises 
his role as Dr. Ian Malcolm, an expert 
in chaos theory. Goldblum co-starred 
as Malcolm in the original Jurassic 
Park film (1993) and in its first sequel 
(1997). He returned for the fifth film 
(2018).
Sephardim
Two dramatic series about Sephardim 
“sneaked” on to the Netflix schedule in 
May. Here are brief descriptions: Heirs 
to the Land depicts the lives of Spanish 
Jews about 100 years before their ex-
pulsion from Spain (1492). The Beauty 
Queen of Jerusalem follows a Sephar-
dic family from about 1910 until the 
end of the Israeli War of Independence 
(1949).
An office comedy
Loot is a 10-episode office comedy that 
begins streaming on Apple TV+ on Fri-
day, June 24. Capsule plot: Billionaire 
Molly Novak (MAYA RUDOLPH, 
49) has been living a dream-like, luxu-
rious life. This ends when her husband 
of 20 years betrays her. She goes into 
an emotional tailspin. NAT FAXON, 
46, has a big supporting role. (Ru-
dolph’s father is Jewish and Faxon’s 
mother is Jewish).
An offer you can’t refuse
The Offer, a 10-episode mini-series 
about the making of The Godfather 
(1972) began streaming on April 28 on 
Paramount+. It concludes in mid-June. 
As I write this, I’ve viewed the first 
three episodes. Reviews were mixed, 
but I was pleasantly surprised how en-
tertaining it was. Also, it is the “most 
Jewish” major mini-series or film I’ve 
ever seen (leaving aside Holocaust-re-
lated projects and films/mini-series 
made by Israelis or set in Israel).

Below is a list of the “real life” 
Jews in the series; Jews who played 
Jews; and Jews who played non- 
Jewish characters. All of them ap-
pear in all 10 episodes. Paramount+ 
costs $5 a month, so for five bucks 
you can binge watch the whole series 
this month. Plus, Paramount+ is also 
now streaming all three Godfather  
movies.

Here goes: (1) ROBERT EVANS 
(1930-2019) was the head of Para-
mount Pictures when The Godfather 
was made. (2) ALBERT RUDDY, 
now 92, was the principal producer of 
The Godfather. He is played by Miles 
Teller, whose paternal grandfather was 
Jewish. The Offer is based on Ruddy’s 
memories of the making of the film. 
(3) Francis Ford Coppola, the (Ital-
ian-Catholic) director of The Godfa-
ther, is played by DAN FOGLER, 45. 
(4) CHARLES BLUHDORN (1926-
1983) was the owner of Paramount 
Pictures. He was an Austria-born Jew 
who hid his Jewish background. (5) 
PETER BART, now 89, the produc-
er who was Evans right-hand man. 
(6) ALI MACGRAW, now 83, best 
known as the star of Love Story (1970), 
wed Evans in 1969. The marriage end-
ed around the time The Godfather was 
released. MacGraw found out as an 
adult that her Jewish mother hid her 
background from her and her bigoted 
father. (7) FRANCOISE GLAZER 
(1937-2014) was Albert Ruddy’s wife 
during the making of The Godfather. 
Born in France, she survived the Ho-
locaust in hiding. She is played by 
French actress NORA ARNEZEDER, 
33. Her mother is Sephardi (Italian 
and Egyptian), and Nora identifies 
as Jewish. (8) Mario Biaggi, a Bronx 
(not Jewish) congressman, is played 
by DANNY NUCCI, 53. (9) Dean 
Tavoularis, now 89, an Oscar-winning 
production designer. He is played by 
ERIC BALFOUR, 44.
Robert Morse
You’d never find out from obits that 
ROBERT MORSE, who died on April 
20, at age 90, was Jewish. He’s best 
known for roles that he played at the 
beginning and end of his long career. 
In 1962 he won a Tony award for best 
actor (musical) for How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying. He 
frequently guest-starred (2007-14) as 
Bertram Cooper, the quirky, but sharp 
founding partner of a big advertising 
agency at the center of the acclaimed 
series Mad Men. Morse got five Emmy 
nominations for this role.

Frankly, I never guessed that 
Morse was Jewish. It wasn’t “out there 
anywhere.” Right after his death, a 
friend dug out Morse’s background in 
public records. His father’s German 
Jewish ancestors came over in the mid-
1800s, and one ancestor (LEOPOLD 
MORSE) was the first Jew to serve 
(1877) as a New Hampshire congress-
man. Morse’s mother’s parents were 
Russian Jewish immigrants.

June 1942… and beyond
Aktion Reinhard was thus an undertak-
ing embracing the deportation and mass 
murder of millions of Jews, accompa-
nied by the plunder and transmission 
of Jewish property back to the Reich. 
The operation (also known as Einsatz 
Reinhard) eventually saw the estab-
lishment of three purpose-built ex-
termination camps in eastern Poland: 
Sobibor, Belzec and Treblinka. These 
were established solely for the purpose 
of realizing the Nazis’ murderous aims 
and were subsequently known as the 
Aktion Reinhard camps.

Anti-Jewish killing operations at 
Belzec using carbon monoxide gas 
had already begun in March 1942, 
continuing until December 1942. It 
has been estimated that some 600,000 
Jews were murdered at Belzec during 
its operation. Sobibor, which began 
operating in May 1942 and functioned 
until October 1943, saw a death toll 
of at least 250,000 Jews, while the 
killing center at Treblinka, called Tre-
blinka II, opened in July 1942. By the 
time it closed in August 1943, over 
900,000 Jews had been murdered at 
Treblinka II, making that camp sec-
ond only to Auschwitz as the greatest 
single murder site of Jews during the  
Holocaust.

The martyrdom of Lidice in the 
wake of Heydrich’s assassination was 
but a prelude to much worse things to 
come. Not only did the Holocaust enter 
its most deadly phase, more and more 
localized massacres and the destruc-
tion of villages and towns followed, 
in places far removed from each other 
across Europe.

In 2022, 80 years later, such hor-
ror can sometimes seem unfathomable, 
and it is worth considering just what 
such utter carnage represented. It was 
nothing less than the greatest statement 
that racist extremism was able to pro-
claim about itself. We know who the 
victims were. We know who the per-
petrators were. And everyone else? 
Therein lies the greatest lesson for us, 
in our own age.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

For a continuously updated 
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Andy & Debbie Shuping 
Hy Tuchman 
James & Betty Rubenstein 
 

 JFNA CRISIS IN UKRAINE FUND & OUR LOCAL  
JEWISH COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESETTLEMENT FUND 

 
 Sima Baker 

Howard & Debbie Baum 
Daniel Bendetowicz 
*Naomi Bloom 
Stephen & Deborah Brown 
Jeanette Burke 
Community Free Synagogue 
Paul Cornez 
Barry & Barbara Epstein 
Saundra Falk 
Steven Fischer 
Daniel & Ellen Fox 
Shirley & Byron Frank 
Carolyn Gora 
Robert Harris 
Alan Isaacs & Naomi Thomson 
Bonnie Kasdan 
Louise Kepple 
Lawerence Kessler 
Michael & Marsha Kistler 
Gail Koppelman 
Doreen Kostel 
Sheila & Jerry Laboda 

Ruth Lefberg 
Nancy Linkov 
Howard & Judith Mayer 
Nevin Mindlin 
Bernie & Toby Moss 
Arnold & Deborah Most 
Richard & Dee Olitsky 
John & Rozzi Osterman 
Julie & Jeff Pakrosnis  
George & Joyce Rosinger 
Betty Rubenstein 
Lubov Ruvinskaya 
Ronda Seifer Walis 
Donald & Martha Siegel 
Mark Silvermintz 
Sylvia Simko 
Brian & Mindi Simon 
Karen Slater 
Harold Stevelman 
Lisa Turnquist  
Arnold Vollmer 
Karen Whitman 

TORNADO VICTIM FUND 

Barry & Barbara Epstein 
Claire Goldhagen 
Jewish Federation  
of Greater Naples 

Clive & Sunny Lubner 
Rosalyn Shraiar 
St. Charles Harbour Foundation Inc. 

*A challenge donation made by Naomi Bloom, to our 
local fund, matching all other donations up to a total  

of $10,000 in loving memory of Ron Wallace.  

   

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS 
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent  

Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us. 

Karin Fine 
Sherri & Ira Zucker 
The Cadkin Foundation 
Shalom Dancers 
Taryn Sasser 

Anonymous 
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help 
Naomi Bloom  
Barbara & Earl Magdovitz 
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein 

    INDIGENT FUND / MARCIA CAN HELP 
 Marty Freling 

Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Temple Judea 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Bat Yam 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Shalom Life Center 

Shalom Dancers 
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Lynn & Lory Kirby 
Richard Bornfreund 
Barry & Cheryl Fulmer 
Community Free Synagogue 
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On behalf of the Jewish community of Lee and Charlotte counties, the Jewish Federation thanks all those who contributed 
to furthering our mission “To strengthen and enrich the Jewish community by providing and supporting philanthropic, 
educational and social service programs locally, in Israel and throughout the world.” 

 

Howard & Brenda Sheridan 

David & Dawn Klein 
Gene & Lee Seidler 

Beth Crane 
Barry & Barbara Epstein 
Alan & Eva Freeman 
Glen & Rita Gardberg 
Max Jacobs 
Stuart & Toni Morgenstein 
Roberta Parillo 
Radiology Regional 
Daniel Rochman 
Julie Rochman 
Michael & Tammy Rochman 
Taryn Sasser 
Barbara Siegel 
Ronny & Marie Taschner 
Stephen & Vicki Zellner 

Robert & Bette Batson 
Howard & Debbie Baum 
Robert & Darlene Duvin 
Martin Freling 
Lydia Gattanell 
Howard & Judith Mayer 
James & Betty Rubenstein 
Rabbi Marc & Leni Sack 
Linda Saleski & Robert Shapiro 
Guy & Ilene Whitesman 

Hal & Pamela Arkin 
Kenneth & Gwenda Asher 
David Balsiger 
Barbara Bertman 
Shirley Boscov 
Sharion Boyd 
Steve & Kathy Brettholtz 
Richard & Joan Davis 
Linda Hill & Douglas Garde 
Jorge & Helene Glocer 
Harvey & Barbara Goldberg 
Melvin & Sheila Goldstein 
Carolyn Gora 
Bruce & Kathy Greenberg 
Roger & Jean Harris 
David Heligman 
Bluma Herman 
 

Alan & Jackie Cadkin 
Jerry & Pauline Chusid 
Gary & Robin Correnti 
Richard & Judi Davis 
Daniel & Chely Dosoretz 
Deb Gold 
William & Andi Horowitz 
Naomi Thomson & Alan Isaacs 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 
Brian & Sara Krivisky 
Gerald & Sheila Laboda 
Eric Dochinger & Michele Laboda 
 Lee County BOCCA 
Judith Leeder 
Clive & Sonya Lubner 
John & Rozzi Osterman 
Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Jerry & Barbara Snyderman 
Marsha Weiner 
Paul Weinstein 
Ira & Sherri Zucker 

$30,000 & above 

$20,000 - $29,999 

 $10,000 - $19,999 

$5,000 - $9,999 

$2,500 - $4,999 

$1,800 - $2,499 

$1,000 - $1,799 

$500 - $999 

$1 - $499 (continued) $1 - $499 (continued) 

$1 - $499  

Bernard & Phyllis Aronson 
David & Dana Baldinger 
David & Esta Berger 
Russell & Elizabeth Bogen 
Jacob & Brenda Buck 
Edward & Beverly Drucker 
Arlene Foreman 
Daniel & Ellen Fox 
Brian & Amy Fox 
Mark Freeman 
Barry & Cheryl Fulmer 
Ira Grasgreen 
Steven & Julie Guterman 
David & Jodi Gutstein 
S. Fredric & Ann Horwitz 
David & Anne Joffe 
Mark & Elyse Kaplovitz 
Doug & Lee Kasten 
Dale Reiss & Jerome King 
Michael & Marsha Kistler 
Ron & Lin Klein 
Amy Krueger 
Steven & June Kruger 
Richard & Renee Lane 
Jeff Lazar 
Alan & Edina Lessack 
James & JoAnn Lewin 
Barry & Amy Marz 
Robert Morley 
Joan Newman 
Martin & Enid Packard 
Marvin & Lesley Porter 
Arnold & Sharon Ruben 
Michael & Lynda Rubenstein 
Adam & Elise Sewall 
Ian & Reeva Shaffer 
 Shalom Dancers 
Martin & Betteann Sherman 
Al & Judith Simon 
Sidney & Ruth Steiner 
Robert Thomas 

Rochelle Bauman 
Betty Ann Beckerman 
Renee Beddouk 
Robert & Roberta Jo Belin 
Joyce Bell 
Daniel & Lisa Bendetowicz 
Carla Benninga 
Susan Benson 
Marvin & Dee Bergman 
Morris & Alberta Bernstein 
Sharon Berry 
Herman & Paula Berzon 
Richard & Ellen Bickelman 
Jeffrey & Jill Bisker 
Dr. Barry Blank 
Joseph Blitt 
Janice Block 
Nathan & Wendy Blyveis 
Stuart & Juli Bobman 
Sandra Bondy 
Carol Borloff 
Richard Bornfreund 
Irwin Bosworth 
Cynthia Boyer 
Hal & Bucky Bozof 
Harvey & Carol Brand 
Harold & Renee Bretner 
Craig Brotheim 
Linda Brown 
Babette Brown 
Sasha Zuckerman & Katherine 
Brownell 
Robert & Jeanette Burke 
Ellen Burnett 
Bonnie Bursten 
Michele Callif-Handler 
Thomas Cardone 
Lane & Barbara Carlin 
Donna & Larry Castillo 
Harvey & Barbara Charter 
 Chavurat Shalom 
Andrew & Fran Chernow 
Howard & Francine Chester 
Diann Cimring 
Evelyn Clark 
William & Wendy Cohen 
Jodi Cohen 
Roger & Hedda Cohen 
Steve & Carol Cohen 
Paul Coker 
Harry & Bea Colter 
 Community Bag Program 
Kent & Freda Confeld 
Daniel & Nancy Cooper 
Mark & Donna Cooper 
Paul Cornez 
Joseph & Sheila Cramer 
Ron & Paula Creed 
Joann Cristea 
Ronald Davis 
Cynthia Davis 
David & Jacki Dearie 
Michael Derechin 
Richard & Rhonda Diner 
Irwin & Esta Doliner 
Jan Doss 
Linda Dravin 
Barbara Druckman 
Donald & Randi Dunkle 
Henri & Josephine Dyner 
Barry & Susan Ebbets 
Joseph Edelheit 
Harriet Edwards 
Mark & Susan Eger 
Ron & Marlene Ehrens 
Harryet Ehrlich 
Andrea Elkes 
Jessica Erier 
Matt & Rhoda Ezra 
Joseph & Jewel Faerber 
Saundra Falk 
Ilana Farkas 
Alex & Ayala Farkash 
Marc & Judy Farron 
Henry & Debbie Feinberg 
Linda Fentner 
Bruce & Diane Fenton 
Bobbie Fine 
Rollie Fischer 
Steven Fischer 
Dorit Fisher 
Morton & Rhea Fleishman 
Mae Folb 
Richard & Gail Foster 
Neal & Barbara Frank 
Jeffrey & Sheila Frank 
Michael & Valerie Franklin 
Stephen Freedhoff 
Anita Freedman 

Stanley & Rebecca Freeman 
Doug & Olga Freeman 
Leslie Minoff & Howard Freidin 
Honey Friedman 
Rabbi Stephen & Victoria Fuchs 
Richard & Judi Fuchs 
Natalie Fulton 
David & Marilyn Gardner 
Joe & Hillary Gates 
Matthew & Mary Gatof 
Arthur & Phyllis Geller 
Ken Gerson 
Pamela Gerwit 
Frederick & Sheryl Gilbert 
Rochelle Ginsburg 
Ginny Gioia 
Susan Glasser 
Howard & Jane Gold 
Joseph & Marcia Goldberg 
Morton Goldberg 
Susan Block & Terri Goldberg 
Hazel Goldberg 
Winfred Goldblatt 
Judith Golden 
Rochelle Goldenberg 
Claire Goldhagen 
Bob & Diane Goldstein 
Paul & Marilyn Goldstein 
Harold & Cheryl Goldstein 
Leon Goldstein 
Harold Goldstein 
Marjorie Goldstein 
Steve & Toni Goodman 
Milton & Andrea Goodman 
Diane Goukler 
Marsha Gray 
Sandre Greenbaum 
Arthur & Lorraine Greenberg 
Neil & Diane Greene 
Jerry Greene 
Steven Greenes 
Richard & Joyce Greenwald 
Doug & Barbara Gribin 
Lucille Griff 
Keith & Elisa Grossman 
 Marcia Hanwit 
Alice Harkness 
Avi & Hannah Harpaz 
Gary & Sandra Harrell 
Sidney & Rita Harris 
Robert & Marilyn Harris 
Arnie & Liz Harris 
Heidi Hazelcorn 
Harriet Herman 
Lois Hertzman 
Martha Hill 
Michael & Tanya Hochschild 
Eliot & Valerie Hoffman 
Mitchell & Janice Hoffman 
Martin & Joan Holzinger 
Dale Horwitz 
Marion Iglecia 
Howard & Suzi Imanuel 
Phyllis Isaac 
Robert Ives 
Bruce & Robin Jacobs 
Ellen Sue Jacobson 
Barbara Jaffe 
Floyd & Florence Jamison 
Sidney & Diane Jensen 
Gloria Joseph 
Alan & Harriet Josephson 
Maurice & Carol Kabili 
Karen Kagan 
John & Sandra Kampner 
Rheta Kanen 
Lance & Carol Kann 
Jerry & Susanne Kantor 
Edward & Michele Kaplan 
Morton Kaplan 
Louis & Sharon Kapp 
Bonnie Kasdan 
Irwin & Judy Kash 
Paula Kash 
Elliott & Susan Katz 
Stanley & Jo Ann Katz 
Roberta Kauffman 
Phyllis Kay 
Orna & Rami Keren 
Robin Kessler 
Lawrence & Claudette Kessler 
Roy Kessluk 
Bruce & Laurie Kestelman 
Rea Kirk 
Jeffrey & Samantha Kleiman 
Mike Klein 
Jed & Jan Klein 
Cary Kleinfield 
Jerry & Hilary Kobrin 
 

2021 Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

 Honor Roll 
iinncclluuddiinngg  ccoorrppoorraattee,,  pprrooggrraamm,,  PPJJ  LLiibbrraarryy,,  MMaarrcciiaa  CCaann  HHeellpp,,  

TThhee  LLiinnddaa  IIddeellssoonn  FFuunndd  ffoorr  JJeewwiisshh  GGaassttrroonnoommyy,,  IInnddiiggeenntt  &&  FFoooodd  PPaannttrryy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  

Naomi Bloom 
Jack Cohen 
Karin Fine 
Byron & Shirley Frank 
H. Richard Hendler 
Charles Idelson 
Judi Roth 
Charles Weisinger 
 

$1,000 - $1,799 (continued) 

Kent Abbamonte 
Jonathan & Betty Abraham 
Andrea Abrams 
Karen Adelstein 
John & Marlene Adler 
Judith Adler 
Ian Noy & Lynda Adler 
Joseph & Nancy Adolph 
Rabbi Solomon & Arline Agin 
Paula Agranove 
Hymie & Barbara Akst 
Beatrice Allen 
Jody & Joel Altschule 
 Amazon Smile 
Carol Amsterdam 
Earl & Barbara Anderson 
Judith Applestein 
Nancy Armocida 
Joel & Eve Aron 
Marvin & Mona Aronow 
 Assisting Hands Home Care 
Howard & Caryn Atkin 
Paul & Kandra Attwood 
Jeff & Jennifer Avon 
Barry & Rona Axelrod 
Linat Bahar 
Israel Bajarlia 
William & Vicki Baker 
M. Charles & Elizabeth Bakst 
Sorelle Baldwin-Koch 
Howard & Nancy Barrow 
 

Peter Goldberg & Lynn Jaffe 
Dr. Edwin L. & Marlene Lyons 
Earl & Barbara Magdovitz  
Family Foundation 
Nevin Mindlin 
Norman Love 
Julia Perry 
PJ Library 
Jerry Ladendorf & Sharon Rosenberg 
Elizabeth Shevach 
Brian & Mindi Simon 
Elaine Sless 
Ira & Ailene Stein 
Temple Bat Yam 
Kathleen Tirado 
Dr. Ron & Kathy Toll 
Carlos & Jill Weil 
Stephen & Esther Wiener 
Leonard & Susan Zimmerman 

On behalf of the Jewish community of Lee and Charlotte counties, the Jewish Federation thanks all those who contributed 
to furthering our mission “To strengthen and enrich the Jewish community by providing and supporting philanthropic, 
educational and social service programs locally, in Israel and throughout the world.” 
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Frank & Debra Kohn 
Jack & Norma Kohn 
Arnold Kominsky 
Rebecca Kon 
Doreen Kostel 
Boris & Inna Kotlyar 
Marcelle Kouser 
Jean Kramer 
Peter & Melissa Kramer 
Sherri Kramerson 
Sherwin & Susan Kruger 
Israel Krupka 
Gerald Kumin 
Stephanie Tokson &                     
Herb Kupferschmid 
Jeffrey & Roberta Kushner 
Jonas & Neena Kushner 
Marty & Janice Labell 
Ben Post & Debbie Laites 
Mike & Ronnie Lamm 
Diane Langan 
Gerald & Phyllis Langberg 
Roberta Lawrence 
Helen Leddy 
Phyllis Lee 
Ruth Lefberg 
Charlotte Lefton 
Honey Leveen 
Stephanie Levin 
Stanford Levin 
Stephanie Levine 
Shirley Levine 
Lori Levine 
Joy Levine 
Robert & Carol Levine 
Abe & Pat Levy 
Fraeda Lewis 
Paul Lewis 
Jacob & Rochelle Lieb 
Carol Lincoln 
Barbara Lippson 
David & Betty Sue Lipschultz 
Bruce & Harriet Lipschutz 
William & Paulette Liverant 
Elaine London 
Robert & Leslie Loscher 
Carol Lovitch 
Robert & Shelah Luber 
Joe Bord & Rabbi Nicole Luna 
Roberto & Rachelle Luna 
Martin & Penny Lustik 
Charles Lynch 
Steve & Paula Machlin 
David & Penny MacIntyre 
Deborah MacKelcan 
Tobi Mackler 
Gary & Marlena Maisel 
Robert & Mary Beth Mandelkorn 
Ayala Manolson 
Irving Mansfield 
Mariam Marcus 
Jeff & Ida Margolis 
Jean Marks 
Marjorie Marlin 
Merlin & Shelia Marquardt 
Nick Rock & Jeri Marts 
Charles & Betty Massie 
Iris Mather 
Rachel Maves 
Inna Mayster 
Donald & Randi McAlpine 
Deba Medlock 
Bernie & Beverly Melmed 
Dr. Marc & Cindy Melser 
Marilyn Mendelman 
Deborah Meyers 
Rev John L. & Edith Miles 
Rhoda Miller 
Thomas Miller 
Craig Millman 
Leonard & Renee Minsky 
Mark & Barbara Mintz 
Jay & Carolyn Mirowitz 
Roberta Mitnick 
Linda Moon 
Larry & Tobi Morgan 
Laurie Morris 
Dr. Maxine Morris 
Bernie & Toby Moss 
Arnold & Debbie Most 
Arthur & Reba Nassau 
Arlene Nathan 
Gay Adelstein &                           
Marshall Nathanson 
Michael & Brenda Newman 
Susan Nightingale 
Sonia Norenberg 
Charles & Nancy Olender 
Richard & Dee Olitsky 
 

$1 - $499 (continued) $1 - $499 (continued) 

Joel Shapiro 
Rosalyn & Wendy Shraiar 
Andy & Debbie Shuping 
Karen Siegel 
Howard & Verna Siegel 
Robert & C. Elaine Siegel 
Linda Silver 
Howard Silverman 
Richard & Pamela Simon 
John Simon 
Joseph & Yvonne Simon 
L. David Sims 
Gene & Andrea Sipe 
Adrienne Sires 
Herb & Sheila Sklar 
Gary & Mary Skogebo 
Judith Sloane 
Linda Smith 
Rebecca Smith 
Jeffrey Snyder 
Barry & Jay Solomon 
Gene & Dorit Solomon 
Stan & Judith Spiegel 
Susan Spohr 
Valentin & Alla Stadnik 
Leo & Jill Stanley 
Gary & Alicia Starr 
Joel & Deborah Stein 
Mark & Lisa Stein 
Bibi Stein 
Jerry & Judith Stephens 
Stuart & Stephanie Stern 
Aaron Stern 
Jon & Kathryn Sternberg 
Janet Stradley 
Paula Streeter 
Joel & Renee Sugar 
Nancy Swanson 
Ann Swartz 
Linda Sweet 
Richard & Susan Talbott 
Ronald & Lynn Talone 
Joel & Sylvia Taub 
Sandy Teger 
Marlene Tehrani 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Linda Tepper 
Janice Nord & Robert Tholemeier 
Elizabeth Tick 
Ken & Lisa Tolep 
Trudy Trombley 
Hy Tuchman 
Nancy Turover 
Sheila Vihnanek 
Bob Vinikoor 
Arnie & Leslie Vollmer 
Ronda Walis 
Marvin & Judy Weiner 
Allan Weiner 
Marvin & Carol Weisberg 
Max & Anita Weisglass 
Sheila Weiss 
Alberto & Ilsa Weissfisch 
Stephen & Susan Wener 
Walter & Arnee Winshall 
Claire Witkowsky 
Andrew & Judith Wolff 
James & Loren Wolper 
Judith Yevick 
Avner Yonai 
Adele Young 
Morton & Dorothy Zablotsky 
William & Bonnie Zeff 
Ilya & Emma Zeldes 
Stan Zell 
Ira & Paula Zlatkin 
Suzanne Zoss 
Marc Zylberberg 

2021 Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

 Honor Roll 
including corporate, program, PJ Library, Marcia Can Help, 

The Linda Idelson Fund for Jewish Gastronomy, Indigent & Food Pantry contributions 

$1 - $499 (continued) 

Andree Francoise Onufer 
Suzanne Orkin 
Fran Orlofsky 
Isaac & Mary Sue Osin 
David Packman 
Steve & Annette Paine 
Jeffrey & Julie Pakrosnis 
Nannette Palumbo 
Howard & Sofia Parish 
Howard Parker 
Candace Patton 
Ross & Tina Pegler 
Irving & Judy Pennock 
Marge Peppercorn 
Jerry Wadro & Bernie Perlstein 
Gil Peters 
Steven & Amy Phillips 
Steve Pilzer 
Bruce & Fran Plusker 
Michael Pohl 
Esther Pokedoff 
Marcia Loeb & Paul Policella 
Tina Pollack 
Michelle Pollack 
Marsha Poster 
PJ & Cindy Prechtel 
Carol Price 
Karen Quanstrom 
Dr. Michael & Catherine Raab 
Eric & Alyssa Raab 
Joyce Radbel 
Mike Rappaport 
Gerald & Robin Razowsky 
Carol Redmore 
Michael & Susan Rees 
Katherine Renas 
Rena Essrog & William Reynolds 
April Richards 
Janet Richardson 
Gail & Michael Richter 
E. C. & Carol Roark 
Lynn Robbins 
Mitzi Robinson 
Michael & Carol Rosenberg 
Norma Rosenberg 
Pauline Rosenberg 
Lawrence Rosenberg 
Janice Rosenthal 
Norman & Rona Rosenthal 
George & Joyce Rosinger 
Larry & Eileen Roth 
Steve & Lana Royal 
Robert & Dottie Ruberto 
Daved & Paula Rubien 
Michael & Felinda Rubin 
Alan J. & Esta Rubinstein 
Barbara Rubinstein 
Elissa Rubinstein 
Russell & Laurie Rucks 
Robert & Jeanne Rudell 
Sari Rutt 
Lubov Ruvinskaya 
Sally Sacks 
Yvonne Sacks 
Allen & Linda Saeks 
Peter Saltz 
Ellen Saltzman 
Judith Satin 
Toby & Sandi Sauls 
Jacob & Vanessa Sax 
Manis Sax 
Ruth Schechter 
Eugene Scheel 
Philip & Carol Scheiber 
Eilene Schiller 
Robert & Reina Schlager 
David & Diane Schneider 
Bob & Caren Schoen 
Lawrence & Leslie Schoenfeld 
Lowell & Michelle Schoenfeld 
Jill Schreidell 
Lionel & Marcia Schuman 
Scott & Sonia Schwartz 
Martin & Gayle Schwartz 
Gary Schwartz 
Alvin & Eileen Schwartz 
Hank & Diane Schwartz 
Lewis Schwartz 
Anne Schwartz 
Elliot & Diana Schwartz 
Jay Scott 
Gabriel & Elaine Sedloff 
Lana Segal 
Nancy Segel 
Betty Seidel 
James & Millie Sernovitz 
Lina Shane 
Samuel Shapiro 
 www.jewishfederationlcc.org 
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On behalf of the Jewish community of Lee and Charlotte counties, the Jewish Federation thanks all those who contributed 
to furthering our mission “To strengthen and enrich the Jewish community by providing and supporting philanthropic, 
educational and social service programs locally, in Israel and throughout the world.” 

 

Frank & Debra Kohn 
Jack & Norma Kohn 
Arnold Kominsky 
Rebecca Kon 
Doreen Kostel 
Boris & Inna Kotlyar 
Marcelle Kouser 
Jean Kramer 
Peter & Melissa Kramer 
Sherri Kramerson 
Sherwin & Susan Kruger 
Israel Krupka 
Gerald Kumin 
Stephanie Tokson & Herb Kup-
ferschmid 
Jeffrey & Roberta Kushner 
Jonas & Neena Kushner 
Marty & Janice Labell 
Ben Post & Debbie Laites 
Mike & Ronnie Lamm 
Diane Langan 
Gerald & Phyllis Langberg 
Roberta Lawrence 
Helen Leddy 
Phyllis Lee 
Ruth Lefberg 
Charlotte Lefton 
Honey Leveen 
Stephanie Levin 
Stanford Levin 
Stephanie Levine 
Shirley Levine 
Lori Levine 
Joy Levine 
Robert & Carol Levine 
Abe & Pat Levy 
Fraeda Lewis 
Paul Lewis 
Jacob & Rochelle Lieb 
Carol Lincoln 
Barbara Lippson 
David & Betty Sue Lipschultz 
Bruce & Harriet Lipschutz 
William & Paulette Liverant 
Elaine London 
Robert & Leslie Loscher 
Carol Lovitch 
Robert & Shelah Luber 
Joe Bord & Rabbi Nicole Luna 
Roberto & Rachelle Luna 
Martin & Penny Lustik 
Charles Lynch 
Steve & Paula Machlin 
David & Penny MacIntyre 
Deborah MacKelcan 
Tobi Mackler 
Gary & Marlena Maisel 
Robert & Mary Beth Mandelkorn 
Ayala Manolson 
Irving Mansfield 
Mariam Marcus 
Jeff & Ida Margolis 
Jean Marks 
Marjorie Marlin 
Merlin & Shelia Marquardt 
Nick Rock & Jeri Marts 
Charles & Betty Massie 
Iris Mather 
Rachel Maves 
Inna Mayster 
Donald & Randi McAlpine 
Deba Medlock 
Bernie & Beverly Melmed 
Dr. Marc & Cindy Melser 
Marilyn Mendelman 
Deborah Meyers 
Rev John L. & Edith Miles 
Rhoda Miller 
Thomas Miller 
Craig Millman 
Leonard & Renee Minsky 
Mark & Barbara Mintz 
Jay & Carolyn Mirowitz 
Roberta Mitnick 
Linda Moon 
Larry & Tobi Morgan 
Laurie Morris 
Dr. Maxine Morris 
Bernie & Toby Moss 
Arnold & Debbie Most 
Arthur & Reba Nassau 
Arlene Nathan 
Gay Adelstein & Marshall Na-
thanson 
Michael & Brenda Newman 
Susan Nightingale 
Sonia Norenberg 
Charles & Nancy Olender 
Richard & Dee Olitsky 
 

$1 - $499 (continued) $1 - $499 (continued) 

Joel Shapiro 
Rosalyn & Wendy Shraiar 
Andy & Debbie Shuping 
Karen Siegel 
Howard & Verna Siegel 
Robert & C. Elaine Siegel 
Linda Silver 
Howard Silverman 
Richard & Pamela Simon 
John Simon 
Joseph & Yvonne Simon 
L. David Sims 
Gene & Andrea Sipe 
Adrienne Sires 
Herb & Sheila Sklar 
Gary & Mary Skogebo 
Judith Sloane 
Linda Smith 
Rebecca Smith 
Jeffrey Snyder 
Barry & Jay Solomon 
Gene & Dorit Solomon 
Stan & Judith Spiegel 
Susan Spohr 
Valentin & Alla Stadnik 
Leo & Jill Stanley 
Gary & Alicia Starr 
Joel & Deborah Stein 
Mark & Lisa Stein 
Bibi Stein 
Jerry & Judith Stephens 
Stuart & Stephanie Stern 
Aaron Stern 
Jon & Kathryn Sternberg 
Janet Stradley 
Paula Streeter 
Joel & Renee Sugar 
Nancy Swanson 
Ann Swartz 
Linda Sweet 
Richard & Susan Talbott 
Ronald & Lynn Talone 
Joel & Sylvia Taub 
Sandy Teger 
Marlene Tehrani 
 Temple Beth El 
 Temple Beth Shalom 
Linda Tepper 
Janice Nord & Robert Tholemeier 
Elizabeth Tick 
Ken & Lisa Tolep 
Trudy Trombley 
Hy Tuchman 
Nancy Turover 
Sheila Vihnanek 
Bob Vinikoor 
Arnie & Leslie Vollmer 
Ronda Walis 
Marvin & Judy Weiner 
Allan Weiner 
Marvin & Carol Weisberg 
Max & Anita Weisglass 
Sheila Weiss 
Alberto & Ilsa Weissfisch 
Stephen & Susan Wener 
Walter & Arnee Winshall 
Claire Witkowsky 
Andrew & Judith Wolff 
James & Loren Wolper 
Judith Yevick 
Avner Yonai 
Adele Young 
Morton & Dorothy Zablotsky 
William & Bonnie Zeff 
Ilya & Emma Zeldes 
Stan Zell 
Ira & Paula Zlatkin 
Suzanne Zoss 
Marc Zylberberg 

2021 Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

 Honor Roll 
including corporate, program, PJ Library, Marcia Can Help, 

The Linda Idelson Fund for Jewish Gastronomy, Indigent & Food Pantry contributions 

$1 - $499 (continued) 

Andree Francoise Onufer 
Suzanne Orkin 
Fran Orlofsky 
Isaac & Mary Sue Osin 
David Packman 
Steve & Annette Paine 
Jeffrey & Julie Pakrosnis 
Nannette Palumbo 
 Pantry 
Howard & Sofia Parish 
Howard Parker 
Candace Patton 
Ross & Tina Pegler 
Irving & Judy Pennock 
Marge Peppercorn 
Jerry Wadro & Bernie Perlstein 
Gil Peters 
Steven & Amy Phillips 
Steve Pilzer 
Bruce & Fran Plusker 
Michael Pohl 
Esther Pokedoff 
Marcia Loeb & Paul Policella 
Tina Pollack 
Michelle Pollack 
Marsha Poster 
PJ & Cindy Prechtel 
Carol Price 
Karen Quanstrom 
Dr. Michael & Catherine Raab 
Eric & Alyssa Raab 
Joyce Radbel 
Mike Rappaport 
Gerald & Robin Razowsky 
Carol Redmore 
Michael & Susan Rees 
Katherine Renas 
Rena Essrog & William Reynolds 
April Richards 
Janet Richardson 
Gail & Michael Richter 
E. C. & Carol Roark 
Lynn Robbins 
Mitzi Robinson 
Michael & Carol Rosenberg 
Norma Rosenberg 
Pauline Rosenberg 
Lawrence Rosenberg 
Janice Rosenthal 
Norman & Rona Rosenthal 
George & Joyce Rosinger 
Larry & Eileen Roth 
Steve & Lana Royal 
Robert & Dottie Ruberto 
Daved & Paula Rubien 
Michael & Felinda Rubin 
Alan J. & Esta Rubinstein 
Barbara Rubinstein 
Elissa Rubinstein 
Russell & Laurie Rucks 
Robert & Jeanne Rudell 
Sari Rutt 
Lubov Ruvinskaya 
Sally Sacks 
Yvonne Sacks 
Allen & Linda Saeks 
Peter Saltz 
Ellen Saltzman 
Judith Satin 
Toby & Sandi Sauls 
Jacob & Vanessa Sax 
Manis Sax 
Ruth Schechter 
Eugene Scheel 
Philip & Carol Scheiber 
Eilene Schiller 
Robert & Reina Schlager 
David & Diane Schneider 
Bob & Caren Schoen 
Lawrence & Leslie Schoenfeld 
Lowell & Michelle Schoenfeld 
Jill Schreidell 
Lionel & Marcia Schuman 
Scott & Sonia Schwartz 
Martin & Gayle Schwartz 
Gary Schwartz 
Alvin & Eileen Schwartz 
Hank & Diane Schwartz 
Lewis Schwartz 
Anne Schwartz 
Elliot & Diana Schwartz 
Jay Scott 
Gabriel & Elaine Sedloff 
Lana Segal 
Nancy Segel 
Betty Seidel 
James & Millie Sernovitz 
Lina Shane 
Samuel Shapiro 
 www.jewishfederationlcc.org 

On behalf of the Jewish community of Lee and Charlotte counties, the Jewish Federation thanks all those who contributed 
to furthering our mission “To strengthen and enrich the Jewish community by providing and supporting philanthropic, 
educational and social service programs locally, in Israel and throughout the world.” 

 

Howard & Brenda Sheridan 

David & Dawn Klein 
Gene & Lee Seidler 

Beth Crane 
Barry & Barbara Epstein 
Alan & Eva Freeman 
Glen & Rita Gardberg 
Max Jacobs 
Stuart & Toni Morgenstein 
Roberta Parillo 
Radiology Regional 
Daniel Rochman 
Julie Rochman 
Michael & Tammy Rochman 
Taryn Sasser 
Barbara Siegel 
Ronny & Marie Taschner 
Stephen & Vicki Zellner 

Robert & Bette Batson 
Howard & Debbie Baum 
Robert & Darlene Duvin 
Martin Freling 
Lydia Gattanell 
Howard & Judith Mayer 
James & Betty Rubenstein 
Rabbi Marc & Leni Sack 
Linda Saleski & Robert Shapiro 
Guy & Ilene Whitesman 

Hal & Pamela Arkin 
Kenneth & Gwenda Asher 
David Balsiger 
Barbara Bertman 
Shirley Boscov 
Sharion Boyd 
Steve & Kathy Brettholtz 
Richard & Joan Davis 
Linda Hill & Douglas Garde 
Jorge & Helene Glocer 
Harvey & Barbara Goldberg 
Melvin & Sheila Goldstein 
Carolyn Gora 
Bruce & Kathy Greenberg 
Roger & Jean Harris 
David Heligman 
Bluma Herman 
 

Alan & Jackie Cadkin 
Jerry & Pauline Chusid 
Gary & Robin Correnti 
Richard & Judi Davis 
Daniel & Chely Dosoretz 
Deb Gold 
William & Andi Horowitz 
Naomi Thomson & Alan Isaacs 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 
Brian & Sara Krivisky 
Gerald & Sheila Laboda 
Eric Dochinger & Michele Laboda 
Lee County BOCCA 
Judith Leeder 
Clive & Sonya Lubner 
John & Rozzi Osterman 
Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Jerry & Barbara Snyderman 
Marsha Weiner 
Paul Weinstein 
Ira & Sherri Zucker 

$30,000 & above 

$20,000 - $29,999 

 $10,000 - $19,999 

$5,000 - $9,999 

$2,500 - $4,999 

$1,800 - $2,499 

$1,000 - $1,799 

$500 - $999 

$1 - $499 (continued) $1 - $499 (continued) 

$1 - $499  

Bernard & Phyllis Aronson 
David & Dana Baldinger 
David & Esta Berger 
Russell & Elizabeth Bogen 
Jacob & Brenda Buck 
Edward & Beverly Drucker 
Arlene Foreman 
Daniel & Ellen Fox 
Brian & Amy Fox 
Mark Freeman 
Barry & Cheryl Fulmer 
Ira Grasgreen 
Steven & Julie Guterman 
David & Jodi Gutstein 
S. Fredric & Ann Horwitz 
David & Anne Joffe 
Mark & Elyse Kaplovitz 
Doug & Lee Kasten 
Dale Reiss & Jerome King 
Michael & Marsha Kistler 
Ron & Lin Klein 
Amy Krueger 
Steven & June Kruger 
Richard & Renee Lane 
Jeff Lazar 
Alan & Edina Lessack 
James & JoAnn Lewin 
Barry & Amy Marz 
Robert Morley 
Joan Newman 
Martin & Enid Packard 
Marvin & Lesley Porter 
Arnold & Sharon Ruben 
Michael & Lynda Rubenstein 
Adam & Elise Sewall 
Ian & Reeva Shaffer 
 Shalom Dancers 
Martin & Betteann Sherman 
Al & Judith Simon 
Sidney & Ruth Steiner 
Robert Thomas 

Rochelle Bauman 
Betty Ann Beckerman 
Renee Beddouk 
Robert & Roberta Jo Belin 
Joyce Bell 
Daniel & Lisa Bendetowicz 
Carla Benninga 
Susan Benson 
Marvin & Dee Bergman 
Morris & Alberta Bernstein 
Sharon Berry 
Herman & Paula Berzon 
Richard & Ellen Bickelman 
Jeffrey & Jill Bisker 
Dr. Barry Blank 
Joseph Blitt 
Janice Block 
Nathan & Wendy Blyveis 
Stuart & Juli Bobman 
Sandra Bondy 
Carol Borloff 
Richard Bornfreund 
Irwin Bosworth 
Cynthia Boyer 
Hal & Bucky Bozof 
Harvey & Carol Brand 
Harold & Renee Bretner 
Craig Brotheim 
Linda Brown 
Babette Brown 
Sasha Zuckerman & Katherine 
Brownell 
Robert & Jeanette Burke 
Ellen Burnett 
Bonnie Bursten 
Michele Callif-Handler 
Thomas Cardone 
Lane & Barbara Carlin 
Donna & Larry Castillo 
Harvey & Barbara Charter 
Chavurat Shalom 
Andrew & Fran Chernow 
Howard & Francine Chester 
Diann Cimring 
Evelyn Clark 
William & Wendy Cohen 
Jodi Cohen 
Roger & Hedda Cohen 
Steve & Carol Cohen 
Paul Coker 
Harry & Bea Colter 
 Community Bag Program 
Kent & Freda Confeld 
Daniel & Nancy Cooper 
Mark & Donna Cooper 
Paul Cornez 
Joseph & Sheila Cramer 
Ron & Paula Creed 
Joann Cristea 
Ronald Davis 
Cynthia Davis 
David & Jacki Dearie 
Michael Derechin 
Richard & Rhonda Diner 
Irwin & Esta Doliner 
Jan Doss 
Linda Dravin 
Barbara Druckman 
Donald & Randi Dunkle 
Henri & Josephine Dyner 
Barry & Susan Ebbets 
Joseph Edelheit 
Harriet Edwards 
Mark & Susan Eger 
Ron & Marlene Ehrens 
Harryet Ehrlich 
Andrea Elkes 
Jessica Erier 
Matt & Rhoda Ezra 
Joseph & Jewel Faerber 
Saundra Falk 
Ilana Farkas 
Alex & Ayala Farkash 
Marc & Judy Farron 
Henry & Debbie Feinberg 
Linda Fentner 
Bruce & Diane Fenton 
Bobbie Fine 
Rollie Fischer 
Steven Fischer 
Dorit Fisher 
Morton & Rhea Fleishman 
Mae Folb 
Richard & Gail Foster 
Neal & Barbara Frank 
Jeffrey & Sheila Frank 
Michael & Valerie Franklin 
Stephen Freedhoff 
Anita Freedman 

Stanley & Rebecca Freeman 
Doug & Olga Freeman 
Leslie Minoff & Howard Freidin 
Honey Friedman 
Rabbi Stephen & Victoria Fuchs 
Richard & Judi Fuchs 
Natalie Fulton 
David & Marilyn Gardner 
Joe & Hillary Gates 
Matthew & Mary Gatof 
Arthur & Phyllis Geller 
Ken Gerson 
Pamela Gerwit 
Frederick & Sheryl Gilbert 
Rochelle Ginsburg 
Ginny Gioia 
Susan Glasser 
Howard & Jane Gold 
Joseph & Marcia Goldberg 
Morton Goldberg 
Susan Block & Terri Goldberg 
Hazel Goldberg 
Winfred Goldblatt 
Judith Golden 
Rochelle Goldenberg 
Claire Goldhagen 
Bob & Diane Goldstein 
Paul & Marilyn Goldstein 
Harold & Cheryl Goldstein 
Leon Goldstein 
Harold Goldstein 
Marjorie Goldstein 
Steve & Toni Goodman 
Milton & Andrea Goodman 
Diane Goukler 
Marsha Gray 
Sandre Greenbaum 
Arthur & Lorraine Greenberg 
Neil & Diane Greene 
Jerry Greene 
Steven Greenes 
Richard & Joyce Greenwald 
Doug & Barbara Gribin 
Lucille Griff 
Keith & Elisa Grossman 
 Marcia Hanwit 
Alice Harkness 
Avi & Hannah Harpaz 
Gary & Sandra Harrell 
Sidney & Rita Harris 
Robert & Marilyn Harris 
Arnie & Liz Harris 
Heidi Hazelcorn 
Harriet Herman 
Lois Hertzman 
Martha Hill 
Michael & Tanya Hochschild 
Eliot & Valerie Hoffman 
Mitchell & Janice Hoffman 
Martin & Joan Holzinger 
Dale Horwitz 
Marion Iglecia 
Howard & Suzi Imanuel 
Phyllis Isaac 
Robert Ives 
Bruce & Robin Jacobs 
Ellen Sue Jacobson 
Barbara Jaffe 
Floyd & Florence Jamison 
Sidney & Diane Jensen 
Gloria Joseph 
Alan & Harriet Josephson 
Maurice & Carol Kabili 
Karen Kagan 
John & Sandra Kampner 
Rheta Kanen 
Lance & Carol Kann 
Jerry & Susanne Kantor 
Edward & Michele Kaplan 
Morton Kaplan 
Louis & Sharon Kapp 
Bonnie Kasdan 
Irwin & Judy Kash 
Paula Kash 
Elliott & Susan Katz 
Stanley & Jo Ann Katz 
Roberta Kauffman 
Phyllis Kay 
Orna & Rami Keren 
Robin Kessler 
Lawrence & Claudette Kessler 
Roy Kessluk 
Bruce & Laurie Kestelman 
Rea Kirk 
Jeffrey & Samantha Kleiman 
Mike Klein 
Jed & Jan Klein 
Cary Kleinfield 
Jerry & Hilary Kobrin 
 

2021 Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

 Honor Roll 
iinncclluuddiinngg  ccoorrppoorraattee,,  pprrooggrraamm,,  PPJJ  LLiibbrraarryy,,  MMaarrcciiaa  CCaann  HHeellpp,,  

TThhee  LLiinnddaa  IIddeellssoonn  FFuunndd  ffoorr  JJeewwiisshh  GGaassttrroonnoommyy,,  IInnddiiggeenntt  &&  FFoooodd  PPaannttrryy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  

Naomi Bloom 
Jack Cohen 
Karin Fine 
Byron & Shirley Frank 
H. Richard Hendler 
Charles Idelson 
Judi Roth 
Charles Weisinger 
 

$1,000 - $1,799 (continued) 

Kent Abbamonte 
Jonathan & Betty Abraham 
Andrea Abrams 
Karen Adelstein 
John & Marlene Adler 
Judith Adler 
Ian Noy & Lynda Adler 
Joseph & Nancy Adolph 
Rabbi Solomon & Arline Agin 
Paula Agranove 
Hymie & Barbara Akst 
Beatrice Allen 
Jody & Joel Altschule 
Amazon Smile 
Carol Amsterdam 
Earl & Barbara Anderson 
Judith Applestein 
Nancy Armocida 
Joel & Eve Aron 
Marvin & Mona Aronow 
Assisting Hands Home Care 
Howard & Caryn Atkin 
Paul & Kandra Attwood 
Jeff & Jennifer Avon 
Barry & Rona Axelrod 
Linat Bahar 
Israel Bajarlia 
William & Vicki Baker 
M. Charles & Elizabeth Bakst 
Sorelle Baldwin-Koch 
Howard & Nancy Barrow 
 

Peter Goldberg & Lynn Jaffe 
Dr. Edwin L. & Marlene Lyons 
Earl & Barbara Magdovitz  
Family Foundation 
Nevin Mindlin 
Norman Love 
Julia Perry 
PJ Library 
Jerry Ladendorf & Sharon Rosenberg 
Elizabeth Shevach 
Brian & Mindi Simon 
Elaine Sless 
Ira & Ailene Stein 
Temple Bat Yam 
Kathleen Tirado 
Dr. Ron & Kathy Toll 
Carlos & Jill Weil 
Stephen & Esther Wiener 
Leonard & Susan Zimmerman 

On behalf of the Jewish community of Lee and Charlotte counties, the Jewish Federation thanks all those who contributed 
to furthering our mission “To strengthen and enrich the Jewish community by providing and supporting philanthropic, 
educational and social service programs locally, in Israel and throughout the world.” 

 

Frank & Debra Kohn 
Jack & Norma Kohn 
Arnold Kominsky 
Rebecca Kon 
Doreen Kostel 
Boris & Inna Kotlyar 
Marcelle Kouser 
Jean Kramer 
Peter & Melissa Kramer 
Sherri Kramerson 
Sherwin & Susan Kruger 
Israel Krupka 
Gerald Kumin 
Stephanie Tokson &                     
Herb Kupferschmid 
Jeffrey & Roberta Kushner 
Jonas & Neena Kushner 
Marty & Janice Labell 
Ben Post & Debbie Laites 
Mike & Ronnie Lamm 
Diane Langan 
Gerald & Phyllis Langberg 
Roberta Lawrence 
Helen Leddy 
Phyllis Lee 
Ruth Lefberg 
Charlotte Lefton 
Honey Leveen 
Stephanie Levin 
Stanford Levin 
Stephanie Levine 
Shirley Levine 
Lori Levine 
Joy Levine 
Robert & Carol Levine 
Abe & Pat Levy 
Fraeda Lewis 
Paul Lewis 
Jacob & Rochelle Lieb 
Carol Lincoln 
Barbara Lippson 
David & Betty Sue Lipschultz 
Bruce & Harriet Lipschutz 
William & Paulette Liverant 
Elaine London 
Robert & Leslie Loscher 
Carol Lovitch 
Robert & Shelah Luber 
Joe Bord & Rabbi Nicole Luna 
Roberto & Rachelle Luna 
Martin & Penny Lustik 
Charles Lynch 
Steve & Paula Machlin 
David & Penny MacIntyre 
Deborah MacKelcan 
Tobi Mackler 
Gary & Marlena Maisel 
Robert & Mary Beth Mandelkorn 
Ayala Manolson 
Irving Mansfield 
Mariam Marcus 
Jeff & Ida Margolis 
Jean Marks 
Marjorie Marlin 
Merlin & Shelia Marquardt 
Nick Rock & Jeri Marts 
Charles & Betty Massie 
Iris Mather 
Rachel Maves 
Inna Mayster 
Donald & Randi McAlpine 
Deba Medlock 
Bernie & Beverly Melmed 
Dr. Marc & Cindy Melser 
Marilyn Mendelman 
Deborah Meyers 
Rev John L. & Edith Miles 
Rhoda Miller 
Thomas Miller 
Craig Millman 
Leonard & Renee Minsky 
Mark & Barbara Mintz 
Jay & Carolyn Mirowitz 
Roberta Mitnick 
Linda Moon 
Larry & Tobi Morgan 
Laurie Morris 
Dr. Maxine Morris 
Bernie & Toby Moss 
Arnold & Debbie Most 
Arthur & Reba Nassau 
Arlene Nathan 
Gay Adelstein &                           
Marshall Nathanson 
Michael & Brenda Newman 
Susan Nightingale 
Sonia Norenberg 
Charles & Nancy Olender 
Richard & Dee Olitsky 
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Joel Shapiro 
Rosalyn & Wendy Shraiar 
Andy & Debbie Shuping 
Karen Siegel 
Howard & Verna Siegel 
Robert & C. Elaine Siegel 
Linda Silver 
Howard Silverman 
Richard & Pamela Simon 
John Simon 
Joseph & Yvonne Simon 
L. David Sims 
Gene & Andrea Sipe 
Adrienne Sires 
Herb & Sheila Sklar 
Gary & Mary Skogebo 
Judith Sloane 
Linda Smith 
Rebecca Smith 
Jeffrey Snyder 
Barry & Jay Solomon 
Gene & Dorit Solomon 
Stan & Judith Spiegel 
Susan Spohr 
Valentin & Alla Stadnik 
Leo & Jill Stanley 
Gary & Alicia Starr 
Joel & Deborah Stein 
Mark & Lisa Stein 
Bibi Stein 
Jerry & Judith Stephens 
Stuart & Stephanie Stern 
Aaron Stern 
Jon & Kathryn Sternberg 
Janet Stradley 
Paula Streeter 
Joel & Renee Sugar 
Nancy Swanson 
Ann Swartz 
Linda Sweet 
Richard & Susan Talbott 
Ronald & Lynn Talone 
Joel & Sylvia Taub 
Sandy Teger 
Marlene Tehrani 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Linda Tepper 
Janice Nord & Robert Tholemeier 
Elizabeth Tick 
Ken & Lisa Tolep 
Trudy Trombley 
Hy Tuchman 
Nancy Turover 
Sheila Vihnanek 
Bob Vinikoor 
Arnie & Leslie Vollmer 
Ronda Walis 
Marvin & Judy Weiner 
Allan Weiner 
Marvin & Carol Weisberg 
Max & Anita Weisglass 
Sheila Weiss 
Alberto & Ilsa Weissfisch 
Stephen & Susan Wener 
Walter & Arnee Winshall 
Claire Witkowsky 
Andrew & Judith Wolff 
James & Loren Wolper 
Judith Yevick 
Avner Yonai 
Adele Young 
Morton & Dorothy Zablotsky 
William & Bonnie Zeff 
Ilya & Emma Zeldes 
Stan Zell 
Ira & Paula Zlatkin 
Suzanne Zoss 
Marc Zylberberg 
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including corporate, program, PJ Library, Marcia Can Help, 

The Linda Idelson Fund for Jewish Gastronomy, Indigent & Food Pantry contributions 

$1 - $499 (continued) 

Andree Francoise Onufer 
Suzanne Orkin 
Fran Orlofsky 
Isaac & Mary Sue Osin 
David Packman 
Steve & Annette Paine 
Jeffrey & Julie Pakrosnis 
Nannette Palumbo 
Howard & Sofia Parish 
Howard Parker 
Candace Patton 
Ross & Tina Pegler 
Irving & Judy Pennock 
Marge Peppercorn 
Jerry Wadro & Bernie Perlstein 
Gil Peters 
Steven & Amy Phillips 
Steve Pilzer 
Bruce & Fran Plusker 
Michael Pohl 
Esther Pokedoff 
Marcia Loeb & Paul Policella 
Tina Pollack 
Michelle Pollack 
Marsha Poster 
PJ & Cindy Prechtel 
Carol Price 
Karen Quanstrom 
Dr. Michael & Catherine Raab 
Eric & Alyssa Raab 
Joyce Radbel 
Mike Rappaport 
Gerald & Robin Razowsky 
Carol Redmore 
Michael & Susan Rees 
Katherine Renas 
Rena Essrog & William Reynolds 
April Richards 
Janet Richardson 
Gail & Michael Richter 
E. C. & Carol Roark 
Lynn Robbins 
Mitzi Robinson 
Michael & Carol Rosenberg 
Norma Rosenberg 
Pauline Rosenberg 
Lawrence Rosenberg 
Janice Rosenthal 
Norman & Rona Rosenthal 
George & Joyce Rosinger 
Larry & Eileen Roth 
Steve & Lana Royal 
Robert & Dottie Ruberto 
Daved & Paula Rubien 
Michael & Felinda Rubin 
Alan J. & Esta Rubinstein 
Barbara Rubinstein 
Elissa Rubinstein 
Russell & Laurie Rucks 
Robert & Jeanne Rudell 
Sari Rutt 
Lubov Ruvinskaya 
Sally Sacks 
Yvonne Sacks 
Allen & Linda Saeks 
Peter Saltz 
Ellen Saltzman 
Judith Satin 
Toby & Sandi Sauls 
Jacob & Vanessa Sax 
Manis Sax 
Ruth Schechter 
Eugene Scheel 
Philip & Carol Scheiber 
Eilene Schiller 
Robert & Reina Schlager 
David & Diane Schneider 
Bob & Caren Schoen 
Lawrence & Leslie Schoenfeld 
Lowell & Michelle Schoenfeld 
Jill Schreidell 
Lionel & Marcia Schuman 
Scott & Sonia Schwartz 
Martin & Gayle Schwartz 
Gary Schwartz 
Alvin & Eileen Schwartz 
Hank & Diane Schwartz 
Lewis Schwartz 
Anne Schwartz 
Elliot & Diana Schwartz 
Jay Scott 
Gabriel & Elaine Sedloff 
Lana Segal 
Nancy Segel 
Betty Seidel 
James & Millie Sernovitz 
Lina Shane 
Samuel Shapiro 
 www.jewishfederationlcc.org 
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Israeli Ethiopian Jewish community  
to celebrate Shavuot with new Torah
By Nathalie Cohen Sheffer

Creating a new Torah is an ex-
hausting task, with 304,805 
letters to be written by hand 

with a quill on calfskin or parchment 
by a trained scribe (sofer). Each letter 
must be infused with intention and pur-
pose which might explain why it takes 
a sofer over 2,000 hours to create just 
one Torah. For one recently created 
Torah scroll that was inscribed on top 
of the ancient Jewish fortress of Masa-
da, each letter is infused with intention 
from individuals around the world who 
came together through Jewish National 
Fund-USA (JNF-USA) to donate a To-
rah scroll to a small, yet strong Ethi-
opian Jewish community in Israel’s 
southern desert.

Beginning in the late 1970s, a se-
ries of clandestine operations brought 
thousands of Ethiopian Jews home to 
Israel and led to the establishment of 
a proud, flourishing community known 
as “Beta Israel.” 

There are around 160,000 Ethi-
opian Jews living in Israel (less than 
2% of the population); 8,000 of whom 
call Be’er Sheva, the largest city in the 
Negev desert of southern Israel, their 
home. Many of the community are ob-
servant and attend the Shavu Banim 
synagogue in the city, the first syna-
gogue in Israel built for the members 
of the Israeli Ethiopian community. 
The synagogue was the recent recipient 
of a Torah scroll donated by JNF-USA 
as part of its Be Inscribed (beinscribed.
org) project where people can sponsor 
a letter, sentence, portion or an entire 
Torah scroll to be handwritten atop the 
ancient cliff fortress of Masada. 

“The Ethiopian community in 

Be’er Sheva is among the oldest in Is-
rael and pioneers of the Ethiopian Jew-
ish community’s Aliyah (immigration 
to Israel) back in 1979 and during the 
1980s,” says Naftali Aklum, CEO and 
founder of project Yerus and liaison to 
JNF-USA about the Shavu Banim syn-
agogue community members. “They 
were the first to journey from Ethiopia 
through Sudan and from there to Is-
rael in a perilous journey. The person 
who made this aliyah possible was my 
late brother, Ferede Aklum, who led 

the first group of Ethiopian Jews into 
Sudan and then contacted the Mossad 
Intelligence Agency while he was a 
refugee in Sudan to help organize the 
aliyah to Israel.”

Aklum has been involved with 
JNF-USA for the past five years. “To-
gether we aim to bring the story of 
Ethiopian Jews to the forefront, a story 
that is not widely known abroad or in 
Israeli society,” he says. “I travel to the 
United States quite often to give lec-

tures at campuses, universities, syna-
gogues and in non-Jewish community 
centers to highlight our story.”

Two years ago, Aklum spoke with 
JNF-USA’s Chief Executive Officer, 
Russell Robinson, about the idea of 
bringing a Torah scroll to the commu-
nity’s synagogue. Now, that plan has 
come to fruition. “We are all extremely 
excited, happy and moved by this ges-
ture,” says Aklum. “Our community 
is very religious and has cherished its 
connection to Judaism and to G-d for 

the past 2,500 years. The 
idea of having a beauti-
ful Torah that will help 
glorify the sanctity of 
our synagogue warms 
our hearts. It is especial-
ly meaningful for my 
family since the book 
has been dedicated to 
the memory of my late 
father, Yazezwo Aklum.

“This Torah scroll 
symbolizes a connec-
tion between two com-
munities: the Jewish 
American community in 
the U.S. and the Jewish 

Ethiopian community here in Israel. 
It’s just like the phrase goes: ‘All of 
Israel are responsible for one another.’ 
We are all one big family with the same 
DNA, and this just proves it.”

Robinson agrees with Naftali and 
reiterates, “We have a distance of 
thousands of miles, we have a dis-
tance of language, perhaps a distance 
in our spirituality – but we don’t have 
a distance connecting our DNA as one 
people. We are connected by our past, 

we are connected as family today and 
we will be connected for thousands of 
years tomorrow. This Torah scroll cele-
brates that the Jewish people are here.”

According to Aklum, the Ethiopian 
Jews have been the true heroes of their 
aliyah story. “One of the main things 
that the Torah tells us is to recognize 
the good,” he says. “We recognize 
all the good that American Jews have 
brought upon our community since the 
1970s when they first supported our 
aliyah efforts. As we celebrate Shavuot 
and celebrate receiving the Torah at 
Mount Sinai, I am thankful for our con-
nection to JNF-USA and how it helps 
bring our community the tools and in-
frastructure it needs to better assimilate 
into Israeli society. More so, I believe 
that the story of the Ethiopian Jews 
can help bridge the gaps that the Jew-
ish American community faces when 
dealing with other communities in the 
United States.”
As Jews around the world celebrate 
Shavuot, you can recognize someone 
through a letter, word, verse or more 
written in a Torah by a scribe on top of 
Masada at beinscribed.org.

The Torah gifted to Be’er Sheva’s  
Jewish Ethiopian community from JNF-USA

JNF-USA Be Inscribed sofer transcribes a Torah on top of the an-
cient Jewish fortress of Masada (photos courtesy JNF-USA)

 

For dates and times and to RSVP contact 

Marsha Kistler at                                     
marshatemple2012@gmail.com  

All ages and levels of experience are       
welcome! 

The Jewish Federation Seeks  

Volunteers  
with Foreign Language Skills.  

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to Federation Board member Robert Thomas ritritrit@hotmail.com.   
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk    

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..    

The Jewish Federation seeks 
Volunteers 

with Foreign Language Skills
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YOUR AD COULD BE 
HERE FOR AS LITTLE 
AS $33 PER MONTH!

CALL 239.481.4449 X5

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION

The Jewish Federation thanks all our 
advertisers for their continued support! 

Without them we would be unable  
to provide our readers with L’CHAYIM.  

We invite other businesses in our 
community to explore this valuable 

advertising opportunity.

For more information, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  
or send an email to LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

Higginson Tax & Accounting, LLC 
Tax Preparation • Planning • Audit Representation 

Eric Higginson 
Certified Public Accountant 

239.935.6950 

www.higginsontax.com 

239.900.9743
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For daily news stories related to 
Israel & the Jewish world, visit 

the Federation’s website at  
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

BRIEFS
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HUBERT POLLACK HELPED 
SAVE 10,000 JEWS FROM 
THE NAZIS
Dr. Hubert Pollack posthumously re-
ceived the Jewish Rescuers Citation 
along with 12 other Holocaust-era he-
roes on April 28, which marked Ho-
locaust Remembrance Day in Israel. 
The award was created in 2011 by the 
B’nai B’rith World Center-Jerusalem 
and the Committee to Recognize the 
Heroism of Jewish Rescuers During 
the Holocaust to honor the Jewish res-
cue of fellow Jews. Yad Vashem hon-
ors non-Jews who risked their lives to 
save Jews.

In the 1930s, Pollack worked in 
Berlin as a statistician for the Ger-
man government, and also for Keren 
Hayesod-United Israel Appeal. To-
gether with Wilfrid Israel, a wealthy 
businessman, as well as Cpt. Francis 
Foley, an MI5 agent who worked at 
the British Embassy in Berlin, Pollack 
helped execute a plan to issue thou-
sands of exit visas for German Jews 
seeking to escape the Nazi regime. It 
involved Pollack bribing Gestapo offi-
cials with money given to him by Isra-
el. Foley issued visas allowing the ref-
ugees into British territory – including 
British Mandate Palestine.

Pollack left Germany with his fam-
ily in August 1939, just one month be-
fore World War II broke out, and came 
to pre-state Israel. Except for giving 
testimony in 1944 to an organization 
that would become Yad Vashem, he 
is not known to have spoken about 
the rescue operation again. (Yaakov 
Schwartz, Times of Israel)

SURVEY SHOWS ISRAEL-
DIASPORA TIES REMAIN 
STRONG AMONG YOUNG 
U.S. JEWS 
American Jewish Committee surveys 
of U.S. and Israeli Jewish millennials 
(aged 25-40) show that Israel-Diaspora 
relations remain strong.

72% of young American Jews say 
it is important that the American Jew-
ish community and Israel maintain 
close ties, with 48% saying it is very 
important.

70% think a strong Israel is nec-
essary for the survival of the Jewish 
people.

55% of U.S. Jewish millennials say 
being connected to Israel is important 
to their Jewish identity, and 54% feel 
emotionally attached to Israel.

52% of American and 24% of 
Israeli Jewish millennials say a via-
ble solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict is possible. (American Jewish 
Committee)

GLOBAL JEWISH 
POPULATION NOT YET 
RECOVERED FROM WWII
Eighty-three years since the beginning 
of World War II and the Holocaust, the 
Jewish people have still not replen-
ished their numbers, according to Isra-
el’s Central Bureau of Statistics.

In 1939, the world Jewish popula-
tion stood at 16.6 million; at the end 
of 2020, it totaled 15.2 million. At the 
same time, the world population in-
creased from 2.3 billion to 7.9 billion.

And the good news? The Jewish 
population in Israel went from 449,000 

in 1939 to 7 million today. (Herb Kei-
non, Jerusalem Post)

NAZI’S “PERFECT ARYAN 
BABY” WAS JEWISH
On January 24, 1935, the Nazi family 
magazine Sonne ins Haus published a 
front-page photograph of the winner 
of a competition for “the perfect Ary-
an child” – a beautiful six-month-old 
baby girl named Hessy Levinsons.

Unbeknownst to the judges, Hessy 
was Jewish. Her parents were unaware 
that Berlin photographer Hans Ballin, 
who had taken what they thought was a 
private family photo, had entered it in 
the photo contest.

Ballin put Hessy’s photograph 
along with nine others into an envelope 
and sent it to the office of the Minis-
try of Public Enlightenment and Pro-
paganda, knowing full well that Hessy 
was Jewish.

He deliberately entered Hessy’s 
photograph into the contest because “I 
wanted to make the Nazis look foolish.”

Many years later, Hessy, whose 
family escaped to France and then to 
Cuba in 1942, was asked what she 
would say today to the photographer.

“I would tell him, good for you for 
having the courage. I can laugh about it 
now, but if the Nazis had known who I 
really was, I wouldn’t be alive.” (Rob-
ert Rockaway, Tablet)

ISRAEL OPENS 
UNDERGROUND  
BLOOD BANK
On May 2, Israel’s Magen David Adom 
opened a new $135 million under-
ground national blood bank in Ramla 
– the Marcus National Blood Services 
Center. The three underground floors 
are protected by extra-thick concrete 
walls, blast doors and airlocks, as well 
as shielding from biological and chem-
ical attacks. No other country has “a 
facility like this, with such a high level 
of protection,” said Moshe Noyovich, 
the engineer who oversaw the project. 
(Nathan Jeffay, Times of Israel)

ISRAEL’S POPULATION 
REACHES 9.5 MILLION 
ON EVE OF 74TH 
INDEPENDENCE DAY
Israel’s population stands at 9,506,000, 
the Central Bureau of Statistics an-
nounced on May 1.

That includes 7.02 million Jews 
(74%), 2 million Arabs (21%), and 
478,000 others (5%), including non- 
Arab Christians, members of other re-

ligions and those designated as without 
religion, most of whom are immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union.

Today, 78% of Israeli Jews were 
born here, while 45% of the world’s Jews 
live in Israel. (Ofer Aderet, Haaretz)

ISRAEL WELCOMES  
MOST IMMIGRANTS  
IN TWO DECADES
38,000 new immigrants have arrived in 
Israel since Independence Day 2021, 
the highest number in two decades, the 
Jewish Agency reported.

About half are from Ukraine and 
Russia, while 4,000 came from the 
U.S. and 3,700 from France.

More than 1,000 came from Belar-
us and Argentina, more than 700 from 
the UK, 600 from South Africa, 500 
from Brazil, 400 from Canada as well 
as others from Australia, Germany, 
Belgium, Chile, Italy and other coun-
tries. (Jerusalem Post)

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
APOLOGIZES FOR 
800-YEAR-OLD 
ANTISEMITIC LAWS
The Church of England apologized 
on May 8 for its “shameful actions” 
in passing anti-Jewish laws 800 years 
ago that paved the way for the expul-
sion of Jews from England. A special 
service at Christ Church cathedral in 
Oxford, marking the 800th anniversary 
of the Synod of Oxford, was attended 
by Ephraim Mirvis, the chief rabbi, 
with representatives of the archbishop 
of Canterbury and a Roman Catholic 
bishop.

The synod passed laws forbidding 
social interactions between Jews and 
Christians, forcing Jews to wear iden-
tifying badges, imposing church tithes 
on them, banning them from certain 
professions and forbidding them from 
building new synagogues. Hundreds 
were arrested, hanged or imprisoned. 
Eventually, all the Jews in England 
were expelled in 1290 by King Edward 
I. They were not permitted to return for 
more than 360 years.

The move follows a 2019 docu-
ment produced by the Church of En-
gland which said Christian attitudes 
toward Judaism over centuries had pro-
vided a “fertile seed-bed for murder-
ous antisemitism.” Anglicans and oth-
er Christians must actively challenge 
anti-Jewish attitudes and stereotypes, 
said the document. (Harriet Sherwood, 
Observer - UK)

continued on next page
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ligions and those designated as without 
religion, most of whom are immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union.

Today, 78% of Israeli Jews were 
born here, while 45% of the world’s Jews 
live in Israel. (Ofer Aderet, Haaretz)

ISRAEL WELCOMES  
MOST IMMIGRANTS  
IN TWO DECADES
38,000 new immigrants have arrived in 
Israel since Independence Day 2021, 
the highest number in two decades, the 
Jewish Agency reported.

About half are from Ukraine and 
Russia, while 4,000 came from the 
U.S. and 3,700 from France.

More than 1,000 came from Belar-
us and Argentina, more than 700 from 
the UK, 600 from South Africa, 500 
from Brazil, 400 from Canada as well 
as others from Australia, Germany, 
Belgium, Chile, Italy and other coun-
tries. (Jerusalem Post)

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
APOLOGIZES FOR 
800-YEAR-OLD 
ANTISEMITIC LAWS
The Church of England apologized 
on May 8 for its “shameful actions” 
in passing anti-Jewish laws 800 years 
ago that paved the way for the expul-
sion of Jews from England. A special 
service at Christ Church cathedral in 
Oxford, marking the 800th anniversary 
of the Synod of Oxford, was attended 
by Ephraim Mirvis, the chief rabbi, 
with representatives of the archbishop 
of Canterbury and a Roman Catholic 
bishop.

The synod passed laws forbidding 
social interactions between Jews and 
Christians, forcing Jews to wear iden-
tifying badges, imposing church tithes 
on them, banning them from certain 
professions and forbidding them from 
building new synagogues. Hundreds 
were arrested, hanged or imprisoned. 
Eventually, all the Jews in England 
were expelled in 1290 by King Edward 
I. They were not permitted to return for 
more than 360 years.

The move follows a 2019 docu-
ment produced by the Church of En-
gland which said Christian attitudes 
toward Judaism over centuries had pro-
vided a “fertile seed-bed for murder-
ous antisemitism.” Anglicans and oth-
er Christians must actively challenge 
anti-Jewish attitudes and stereotypes, 
said the document. (Harriet Sherwood, 
Observer - UK)

UKRAINIAN ATHLETE 
REFUGEES TRAIN AT 
ISRAELI YOUTH VILLAGE
Seven elite Ukrainian athletes who 
fled from their war-torn country with 
two coaches are continuing to train 
for competitions in Europe and South 
America while at their place of refuge: 
Neurim Youth Village in Israel, run by 
Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Orga-
nization of America.

The athletes, who were matched 
with Neurim through a collaboration 
between the Israeli Athletic Union 
and the local municipal authority, will 
remain at the village until the end of 
May, when they will fly to Greece for 
further training.

Veronika, a high jumper, and Tan-
ya, a triple jumper, said the training 
conditions “are superb at Hadassah 
Neurim – good facilities, proper and 
abundant food and [good] weather.”

In all, more than 50 Ukrainians 
are sheltering at Hadassah’s two youth 
villages for at-risk Israelis – Neurim, 
near Netanya; and Meir Shfeyah, near 

Haifa – through the efforts of Israel’s 
Ministry of Education and The Jewish 
Agency for Israel (JAFI).

The ministry and JAFI also spon-
sor the Naale free high school program 
for overseas Jewish youth. Many of the 
Ukrainians now at the Hadassah facil-
ities were in the application process 
for Naale when the war began, and all 
were immediately admitted.

Naomi Adler, CEO of Hadassah, 
said the new arrivals “are fast becom-
ing part of life at the villages, helped 
by Ukrainian students living at the 
villages before the war started. Some 
have joined the orchestra at one of the 
villages and others are taking part in a 
talent show. All are receiving counsel-
ing to help them deal with the trauma 
caused by the war and having had to 
flee Ukraine.”

An additional 100 Ukrainian chil-
dren from an orphanage are sheltering 
at the KKL-JNF field school in Ness 
Harim.

In addition to offering a home to 
young Ukrainians escaping the war, 
Hadassah sent seven teams of doctors 
from its Jerusalem medical center to 
run the clinic at the Przemyśl Human-
itarian Aid Center near the Ukrainian 
border.

continued on next page

Hadassah is also partnering with 
Doctors Without Borders to triage pa-
tients at the border crossing and, with 
the Polish Red Cross, to run the pediat-
ric ward at the refugee center in nearby 
Korczowa. (Abigail Klein Leichman, 
ISRAEL21c.org)

EDUCATING THE ARAB 
AND MUSLIM WORLD 
ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST
Sharaka, a grassroots organization 
founded in December 2020 to strength-
en the bond between Israel and the Arab 
world following the Abraham Accords, 
is participating in the International 
March of the Living Holocaust com-
memoration, which includes a two-
mile trek from Auschwitz I to Birkenau 
in Poland. There are delegates from the 
Emirates and Bahrain, as well as Syr-
ia and Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
Egypt, Morocco, Turkey and eastern 
Jerusalem. They include authors, ac-
tivists, social media influencers and 
politicians.

Dan Feferman, Sharaka’s Direc-
tor of Communications, said, “For too 
long because of the conflict, the Arab 
world has either minimized, down-
played, ignored or denied the Holo-
caust, claiming it’s a conspiracy.... This 
is really meant to be an eye-opening 
trip. All of these people through their 
various platforms – traditional media, 
social media – are going to relay this 
and use this as a platform to start a wid-
er movement of educating the Arab and 

Muslim world about the Holocaust.”
Aysha Jalal, who works at Bah-

rain’s National Commission for Edu-
cation, Science and Culture for UNE-
SCO, visited Israel with Sharaka this 
past October and visited Yad Vashem, 
Israel’s national Holocaust museum. 
She then wanted to see the extermina-
tion camps for herself. “It’s a very hard 
experience, but we have to see it.... I 
always heard that the Holocaust didn’t 
happen.” (Yaakov Schwartz, Times of 
Israel)

PERCEPTO DRONES 
TO MONITOR FLORIDA 
POWER PLANTS FOR 
DAMAGE
Hurricanes may have met their match 
as Israeli startup Percepto rolls out its 
“Drone-in-a-Box” at Florida Power & 
Light (FPL), the state’s largest electric 
utility serving 11 million customers.

Percepto’s autonomous drones 
are intended to monitor FPL’s pow-
er plants, making sure any damage is 
quickly spotted – especially following 
the state’s frequent hurricanes. During 
Hurricane Dorian in 2019, FPL report-
ed $274 million in damages, leaving 
160,000 customers in the dark.

This is the largest commercial au-
tonomous drone project in the world. 
It’s also the first operation using auton-
omous drones within an urban setting 
for infrastructure inspection.

Modi’in-based Percepto has been 
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nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 
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husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  22001177. 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  AAllaann  IIssaaaaccss  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499    eexxtt..  66  oorr  aallaanniissaaaaccss@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg..  

continued from previous page

BRIEFS
working with FPL since 2018 as part of 
its push to comply with emerging U.S. 
aviation regulations.

The Florida drones will be coor-
dinated on Percepto’s Autonomous 
Inspection and Monitoring (AIM) plat-
form, which allows drones to be oper-
ated remotely to ensure they work to-
gether in sync.

Phase one of the project will see 
13 Drone-in-a-Box installations intro-
duced to the West Palm Beach area 
over the coming year. FPL’s long-term 
plan is to introduce hundreds of Per-
cepto drones over the next five years.

Percepto’s drones were certified in 
2020 at Florida International Univer-
sity’s “Wall of Wind” – a wind tunnel 
simulation facility that subjected the 
unmanned aerial vehicles to gusts of 
over 150 miles per hour. The Drone-
in-a-Box solution was the first auton-
omous UAV to pass Level 5 hurricane 
testing.

Percepto’s electric battery-pow-
ered drones can fly for 40 minutes be-
tween charges at a height of 130 feet 
(high enough to avoid power poles) 
and are equipped with day and night-
time camera systems, using artificial 
intelligence to identify malfunctions 
and safety risks.

The drones fly over a prepro-
grammed route and return to a base 
station (the “box” in Drone-in-a-Box) 

to download data and recharge. Aerial 
insights can also be streamed live.

“We look forward to continuing 
our long and productive relationship 
with FPL to help ensure that Florida’s 
electrical infrastructure is constantly 
monitored, providing residents with 
more reliable infrastructure, with pow-
er back online faster after outages,” 
Percepto Chief Commercial Officer 
Ariel Avitan said.

Percepto’s AIM platform made 
TIME magazine’s “100 best inven-
tions of 2021” list. The company’s 
solutions are used by Fortune 500 cus-
tomers on six continents, the compa-
ny says, including Delek U.S., Koch 
Fertilizer, ICL Dead Sea Works and 
Verizon. Italy’s Enel gas and electric-
ity utility is also a client. (Brian Blum,  
ISRAEL21c.org)

ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER 
CALLS FOR “CIVILIAN 
NATIONAL GUARD” TO 
FIGHT PALESTINIAN 
TERROR
Amid a series of violent attacks in Is-
rael over the past two months, Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett told the Cab-
inet recently, “I have instructed the 
National Security Council...to present 
the government with an orderly and 
budgeted plan to establish a civilian 
national guard by the end of the month.

“The urgent need to strengthen 
the personal security of the citizens of  
Israel was born a year ago during the 
events of Operation Guardian of the 

Walls [in May 2021], mainly in the 
mixed cities, and it is more urgent than 
ever in the current wave of terrorism.... 
We see the difference between inci-
dents in which there was a responsible 
armed civilian in the area and those in 
which there was not.

“The plan will be based on Border 
Police units, along with the mobiliza-
tion of trained units of volunteers and 
reservists, who together will be defined 
as a national guard. They will be acti-
vated in emergencies and disturbances, 
and in routine times as well, as neces-
sary.” (Prime Minister’s Office)

ISRAEL’S RISE TO 
REGIONAL PROMINENCE
Israel’s standing in world affairs is un-
precedented in its reach and influence.

One reason stems from the grow-
ing sense that the world is a more dan-
gerous place than many had hoped it 
would be in the post-Cold War era.

This sense was first triggered by 
Islamist terrorism and later by Russian 
invasions into neighboring countries.

Israel’s security-oriented policies, 
once derided as irrelevant in our times, 
are becoming better understood against 
this background.

Israel’s most valuable asset is its 
demonstrated willingness to act to op-
pose Iran’s revolutionary ideology.

Its relentless Campaign Between 
the Wars has been conducted main-
ly by the Israeli air force and backed 
by highly penetrating intelligence on  
Iranian activities in the region.

This campaign has the effect of 
continuing to draw Arab states toward 
Israel. (Col. (res.) Dr. Eran Lerman,  
Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and 
Security)

ISRAEL, OUR GREATEST 
ALLY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
Recently, I had the privilege of visiting 
Israel, our greatest ally in the Middle 
East, alongside five other lieutenant 
governors from across the county.

Israel is a vibrant country where 
faith is palpable and warmth is exuded 
at every turn. Pride is clearly in the Is-
raeli’s DNA. They do not apologize for 
their zeal. They promote it.

They do not reflect on their trials 
and lament; they perceive the triumph 
through their battles.

They do not wallow in defeat; they 
learn and surge in victory.

America’s unbreakable bond with 
Israel is essential if we are to see peace 
in the region and beyond.

We must encourage leaders at ev-
ery level to closely reevaluate policies, 
such as the disastrous Iran deal.

We must not allow BDS and an-
tisemitism in any form to gain a foot-
hold. We must never forget the horrors 
of the Holocaust.

This visit has been an encounter 
like none other – an encounter with 
beauty, light and resilience.

Israel, though small geographical-
ly, is a country with an enormous im-
pact. (Lieutenant Governor of Florida 
Jeanette Nunez, Miami Herald)
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Summer reading

n Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

I vacation with books, articles 
and notepads. I start thinking 
about my upcoming High Holi-

day sermons as soon as Yom Kippur 
is over. But it is over the summer 
that I ask, “What are the most im-
portant messages I should give my 
congregation this coming year?” 
Every year is challenging; this one 

feels more so. 
Last year, I 

read Dara Horn’s 
People Love Dead 
Jews. It is excellent 
but unsettling. Her 
thesis is that we 
Jews, and the rest 
of the world, have 
looked for ways to 

soften, even sanitize, the persistent 
fact of antisemitism. In discussing 
the popularity of Anne Frank’s di-
ary, a book that’s been translated 
into 70 languages, Horn points out 
that everyone loves the line, “I still 
believe, in spite of everything, that 
people are truly good at heart.” But 
on this, Horn writes, “It is far more 
gratifying to believe that an inno-
cent dead girl has offered us grace 
than to recognize the obvious: 
Frank wrote about people being 
‘truly good at heart’ before meeting 
people who weren’t. Three weeks 
after writing those words, she met 
people who weren’t.” So many 
want to gloss over that small fact.

I also read The Netanyahus by 
Joshua Cohen, a fictionalized ac-
count of the time, in the 1950s, 
when Ben Zion Netanyahu, the fa-
ther of the former prime minister, 
applied for a teaching position at 
an American university. The narra-
tor of the story is Ruben Blum, the 
only Jewish faculty member at a 
small college in upstate New York 
who is tasked with taking the lead 
on the hiring committee. Blum, the 
cheder-trained Yid from the Bronx 

who wants nothing more than to es-
cape his Jewishness, is chosen for 
this task precisely because of it. The 
book is hilarious at times, but one 
of its messages is that there is no es-
caping one’s Jewishness. 

The Prison Minyan by Jonathan 
Stone also suggests that even for 
those Jews who go to prison – or 
perhaps especially for those who 
go to prison – there is no escaping 
one’s Jewishness.

All this may sound dark, but my 
view of the world changed with the 
march in Charlottesville in 2017 
and the shooting at the Pittsburgh 
synagogue in 2018. Even in Ameri-
ca, we Jews must live with our eyes 
open. The greatness of America, and 
much of the Western world, is that 
acts of discrimination and violence 
against Jews and other minorities is 
not tolerated. But a minority group 
we are, and we can never take our 
acceptance for granted. 

I remain hopeful about Jew-
ish life in America. Jewish history 
shows that we have always sought 
strong relations with our neighbors, 
and interfaith relations should be 
a permanent part of our agenda. 
Building friendships with others 
when so many are focused on their 
particular identity would be good 
for us and good for America.

I think Jewish learning is a life-
long mitzvah for all of us. In a few 
weeks, I will head to Israel for the 
Hartman Institute rabbinic semi-
nar, a program that brings together 
Modern Orthodox, Conservative 
and Reform rabbis for study. Hart-
man is a source of innovative Jew-
ish thinking, and I am looking for-
ward to this learning. I’ll write my 
August column from Jerusalem and 
will, hopefully, have more books to 
recommend.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

Israel is a part of our Jewish identity
Celebrating our American In-

dependence Day on July 4 is 
always meaningful, and we 

all enjoy the fireworks and the fes-
tivities as we express our gratitude 

for living freely as 
Jewish Americans. 
Although this issue 
of L’CHAYIM com-
bines June and July, 
we can’t forget about 
Yom Ha’Atzmaut, 
our celebration of Is-
rael’s Independence 
Day which fell on 
May 4. Even though 

we live thousands of miles away in 
Southwest Florida, Israel is a big part 
of our Jewish identity.

Each time our ancestors lost Is-
rael, they were devastated. Imagine 

a world without Israel nowadays and 
how vulnerable our people would be in 
the face of rising antisemitism across 
the globe. We now face a nuclear su-
perpower in Russia, which has killed 
thousands of civilians and displaced 
millions in Ukraine under the pretext 
of the “de-Nazification” of a country 
that is led by a Jewish president. In 
fact, a high-ranking Russian official re-
cently said that Hitler was Jewish, and 
that Jews were their own worst enemy. 
Thank G-d today’s Ukrainian Jews 
have Israel as an option unlike our peo-
ple in the 20th century when they faced 
another genocidal madman marching 
on Europe during WWII.

Now more than ever we must be 
unified as Jews and unified in our sup-
port for our safe haven, our homeland, 
Medinat Yisrael. 

n Rabbi 
    Lawrence
    Dermer

Is there a link between anti-Zion-
ism and antisemitism? Antisemitism 
is the hatred of the Jewish people.  
Anti-Zionism is the delegitimization 
and/or non-recognition of a nation. 
What’s the connection? Hundreds of 
years ago we were hated for our reli-
gion. More recently, in the 19th and 20th 
centuries, we were hated for our race. 
Today we’re hated for our homeland, 
Israel. There are 56 Islamic nations and 
159 with a Christian majority. There 
is only one Jewish state. That is why  
anti-Zionism, denying us the right to 
our homeland, is the new antisemitism, 
just as toxic and dangerous as the old.

Let’s ask ourselves how we can 
support Israel. If we can’t plan a visit 
anytime soon, we can always show our 
support by donating to the organization 
of our choice and trying to influence a 
young person to go on Birthright one 
day soon. 

Israel is a big part of our Jewish 
identity. It’s who we are. History re-
minds us of how so many of our peo-
ple struggled to make Aliyah, risking 

their lives to reach her shores. We re-
call the devastating effect on our peo-
ple throughout the centuries when we 
lost our homeland and the galvanizing 
effect when we finally returned home 
after 1,900 years in exile. 

In the words of Rabbi Lord Jona-
than Sacks, “We are part of [the Jewish] 
story. We can live it. We can abandon 
it. But it is a choice we cannot avoid 
and it has immense consequences. The 
future of [the Jewish People]… rests 
with us.”

We are all connected to Israel 
whether we consider ourselves Re-
form, Conservative, Orthodox or even 
cultural or secular. Love Israel, know 
that she is part of your Jewish soul, 
your neshama. Israel’s struggle is our 
struggle. May we never forget where 
we came from, who we are and where 
we’re going together. We are one voice, 
one heart, one song. We are strong. Am 
Yisrael chai. 
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.
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MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  22001177. 
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n Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond
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From the beginning of Israel’s history,  
we have been sustained by music and song

n Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

While “Hatikvah,” Israel’s 
national anthem, stirs our 
souls with its message of 

hope, it was not the only contender 
for the official anthem of the Jewish 
state. Psalm 126, with its famous line, 

“When the Eternal 
returned the exiles 
of Zion, we were 
like dreamers, our 
mouths filled with 
laughter, our tongues 
with songs of joy,” 
was also a real pos-
sibility. The secular 
lyrics of “Hatikvah” 
were favored over 

the psalm’s giving credit to the divine, 
but the psalm captures an integral part 
of Israel’s identity. 

Israel is more than a country of 
conflict, politics and survival. Israel is 
a country of joy, culture, renaissance, 
dreams and life. On May 14, 1948, the 
formal declaration of Israel’s Indepen-
dence included not only politicians and 
dignitaries, but orchestra musicians. 
The program called not only for the 

solemn signing of an official procla-
mation, but an outpouring of musical 
celebration, as the Palestine Orchestra 
transformed into the Israel Philhar-
monic Orchestra and, for the very first 
time, the Zionist hymn was played as 
the national anthem of the new-born 
state. 

The history of the Israel Philhar-
monic is intertwined with the history 
of the State of Israel. Israel was created 
to be a refugee for Jews, and in 1936, 
alarmed by the rise of antisemitism 
and Hitler’s power, Polish-born Jew-
ish violinist and musician, Bronislaw 
Huberman, persuaded 75 Jewish musi-
cians from major European orchestras 
to immigrate to Palestine and founded 
the Palestine Symphony Orchestra.

It’s worth noting that Huberman 
included seven exceptional female 
musicians at a time when European or-
chestra membership was restricted to 
men. The Berlin Philharmonic did not 
accept a woman in a tenured position 
until 1982, and in the Vienna Philhar-
monic, it was not until 1997.

Alice Fenyves Rosenberg was 

one of the seven women who joined 
the Palestine Orchestra in 1936. She 
was born in Budapest, and it was her 
brother Lorand who first auditioned for 
Huberman. When Lorand approached 
their father about moving to Palestine, 
he insisted that both Lorand and Alice 
go, noting that neither of them was safe 
as Jews. 

Alice was accomplished on the 
violin but Huberman did not need any 
more violinists, so she mastered the vi-
ola in just a matter of weeks, and she 
and her brother both immigrated to 
Palestine and played in the orchestra. 
Israel was also created to be the cen-

ter of Jewish culture and art, and Alice 
later became one of the founders of the 
Israeli Conservatory and Music Acad-
emy. 

In founding what would become 
the Israel Philharmonic, Huberman 
sought to create what he called the 
“materialization of the Zionist culture 
in the fatherland.”

Psalm 126 assures us, “Those who 
sow in tears, will reap with songs of 
joy.” From the beginning of Israel’s 
history, we have been sustained by mu-
sic and song.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.

Stay in touch this summer.  
Sign up for the Federation’s 

weekly e-blasts. Send an email  
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
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Deserving a chance at life
I just came back from rescuing a 

root-bound potted palm that had 
been left on the curb to be picked 

up by the truck that comes by each 
Monday to collect fo-
liage clippings. It is 
a beautiful palm that 
spent a long time suf-
fering in a little pot 
because some heart-
less person regarded 
it as a thing, an or-
nament that could be 
easily pitched when it 

no longer pleased because it grew too 
well in spite of the neglect.

Our home and grounds are graced 
with lots rescues just like the palm. 
How can life ever be inconvenient?

Most every morning, I squeeze two 
Florida oranges in the juicer for a glass 
of fresh orange juice to start my day af-
ter I’ve fed the birds out back and the 
two turtles in the tank in my courtyard. 
Since I’ve already fed a lot of orange 
rinds to the tomato and pepper garden, 
they now go down the sink disposal. 
But not until I make sure all the orange 
seeds are safe, since they are the or-
ange tree’s babies, so to speak. 

The way I see it, the purpose of the 
orange is to convey the tree’s babies to 
a place where they can grow into new 
trees. So, I help. I’ve already planted 
lots of lots of these seeds in out-of-the-
way open spaces and have about a doz-
en orange seedlings in pots alongside 
the house. Someday I will find good 
homes for them all.

I pretty much do the same thing 
for those really yummy tomatoes that 
my wife Melinda enjoys. And for the 
red peppers too. Our very happy toma-
to and pepper garden grows only from 
those seeds whose mommies gave 
them to us to plant and nurture at the 
end of their lives.

Can you think of a better way to 
thank the oranges, tomatoes and pep-
pers that nourish us than to protect their 
babies? These babies don’t belong in 
the sewer. They deserve a chance at 
life.

I know the whole idea may sound 
silly to some of you, but as they say 
in the Torah commentaries, hamayvin 
yavin, “if you get it, you get it.”
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.

n Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond
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Do it today!
The esteemed second-century 

Sage, Rabbi Eliezer, taught, 
“Repent one day before your 

death!” (Pirke Avot 2:15)
When he heard 

this teaching, one of 
his disciples asked, 
“But how do I know 
when I shall die?” 

“That’s just the 
point,” the Sage re-
sponded. “You do 
not. So, you had bet-
ter repent today be-
fore it is too late.”

To repent is to ponder the times we 
have failed to live up to our best selves 
and then to atone as best we can for the 
times we said or did the wrong thing 
and for the times we failed to say or do 
the right thing.

Rabbi Jack Riemer recalls a par-
ticularly sad funeral. The grieving 
widower remained standing next to his 
dead wife’s grave for a long time af-
ter the service ended. After he watched 
him patiently for some time, Rabbi 
Riemer put his arm around the man’s 
shoulder and gently said to him, “It has 
been a long and stressful day, Jacob.  

I think it is time for you to go home and 
get some rest.”

 “I loved my wife,” the man re-
sponded.

“Yes,” the rabbi answered, “I know 
you loved her. She was a fine wom-
an, but you have been here for some 
time now. Don’t you think it’s time to 
leave?”

“You don’t understand, rabbi,” the 
man insisted. I really loved my wife, 
and once, I almost told her.”

Once I ALMOST told her! 
How many times have we failed 

to say the things we needed to say? Or 
how many times have we said or done 
things we shouldn’t?

Rabbi Eliezer tried to teach us that 
God does not guarantee us tomorrow. 
Life can end for any of us in an instant. 

So, if you have someone to love, 
or someone you can help, or someone 
with whom you have quarreled and 
with whom you hope to reconcile, bet-
ter do it today. Tomorrow may be too 
late.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on San-
ibel Island.

n Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs
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From the beginning of Israel’s history,  
we have been sustained by music and song

ter of Jewish culture and art, and Alice 
later became one of the founders of the 
Israeli Conservatory and Music Acad-
emy. 

In founding what would become 
the Israel Philharmonic, Huberman 
sought to create what he called the 
“materialization of the Zionist culture 
in the fatherland.”

Psalm 126 assures us, “Those who 
sow in tears, will reap with songs of 
joy.” From the beginning of Israel’s 
history, we have been sustained by mu-
sic and song.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.
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www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

                         
 

Honoring a special person  
through a tribute gift to the  
Jewish Family Services of Lee  
& Charlotte Counties is a  
wonderful way to recognize a  
          simcha or remember a  
           loved one. Not only does  
               your gift show your family  
                  and friends that you care,  
                      it goes to work helping  
                          Jews in need and  
                          building vibrant  
                          communities locally,  
                          in Israel and around the world. 
 

                                                            

MMAAKKEE  AA    
TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTT  

MMaakkee  aa  GGiifftt  aatt  
jjeewwiisshhffeeddeerraattiioonnllcccc..oorrgg//ttrriibbuuttee--mmeemmoorriiaallss  

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Ted Epstein, 

L’CHAYIM Editor, at LChayim36@gmail.com.
Letters Policy

Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. 
Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length 
and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM 
nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received. 

Stay in touch this summer.  
Sign up for the Federation’s 

weekly e-blasts. Send an email  
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
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Chabad at FGCU update
By Rabbi Mendel Gordon

Saying goodbye in Jewish style with putting on tefillin – pictured are: 
Preston Cohen and Jeffery Schour with Rabbi Mendel Gordon

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
The summer is upon us, and that’s a 
great opportunity to relax. Yeah, right! 
Anyone who knows me knows that 
“relaxing” is not part of my vocabu-
lary. The moment Pesach was over, it 
was time for the first planning pizza of 
the summer and laying the groundwork 
for next year. It is amazing how many 
ideas can be scribbled on a pizza box!

There is so much to be planned 
for next year. Taking in some of the 
lessons of “what worked” during the 
Covid pandemic, I am already working 
on our Tot Shabbat programming, High 
Holiday programming, and Sukkot and 
Simchat Torah programs for the fall. 
(See, busy really never stops!)

Each year, I learn a little bit more 
about what works for our community, 
and what will go over like a lead bal-
loon. The goal, of course, is to have 
fun, engaging family learning experi-
ences as much as possible. The Covid 
pandemic has probably done more for 
us in terms of distilling down to the 
programming that works than I could 
have learned in a half dozen years. The 
pandemic made everyone (to varying 
degrees) reconsider what aspects of 
their lives were most important and 
what risks were reasonable, and led 
to new ways of thinking about things. 
This new thinking doesn’t stop just be-
cause most of us have put our masks 
away. What is the saying? Necessity is 
the mother of invention? 

Tot Shabbat will return on Friday, 
August 12 at 5:00 p.m. Toddlers of all 
ages are welcome. Religious School 
will reopen on Sunday, August 21 for 
students entering grades K-7. We are 
now accepting enrollment registrations 
for Religious School.

For more information about regis-
tration for Religious School, Tot Shab-
bat or other programming, please con-
tact me at 239.433.0201 or tjswfledu@
gmail.com.

* * *
Temple Judea Preschool
Joann Goldman
Our preschool was very busy during 
the month of May. Our moms were ex-
cited to celebrate Muffins with Mom 
the first week of May. We had a special 
surprise for each mom!

We had lunch with our Sheriff’s 
deputies. The children were so excited 
to share pizza with them. Thank you 
to the Lee County Sheriff’s Office for 
spending some time with our kids. 

Our graduation program for all our 
students will be held in person on Fri-

day, June 3 beginning at 
9:30 a.m.

I would like to thank 
every parent who sup-

ported our preschool and helped with 
our fundraising event. Thank you to 
my Advisory Board for your dedica-
tion and support. Our preschool staff 
and children greatly appreciated all 
your hard work.

This year has been an exciting one. 
We have had the pleasure of watch-
ing your child grow and develop in so 
many areas. They have learned to work 
together and communicate with each 
other in a positive manner.

For many, this was your first expe-
rience in a preschool setting. We hope 
that you and your child have enjoyed 
the experience and we look forward to 
another wonderful year. Thank you for 
allowing us to be part of their lives.

Thank you to my entire staff. There 
is only one word that describes you. 
DEDICATED. The time that you give 
each child, and the love and patience 
you share with them shows in every-
thing they do while in the classroom.

To our pre-kindergarten graduates, 
we wish you much happiness always. 
Continue to love learning. You should 
be very proud of yourselves for every-
thing that each of you have accom-
plished. We will miss you!
Summer Camp
Camp begins on Monday, June 13. Join 
us for seven weeks as we blast off into 
summer! We look forward to all the 
special treats and fun events planned. 
Preschool Registration
We are accepting registration for the 
2022-23 preschool year. Preschool 
begins on Monday, August 8. Our pre-
school accepts children 18 months to 
5 years of age. At the time this arti-
cle was written, we have very limited 
space available in some of our classes, 
and some classes are already closed. 
Please call the preschool for informa-
tion regarding the many programs we 
offer our students.

This will be my last article for the 
preschool since I am retiring after a fun 
and fabulous 25 years. Thank you for 
all the memories. I have met the most 
remarkable families over these past 25 
years and for that I am forever grateful. 

Our preschool will continue to 
flourish under the direction of Suki 
Kelly, who has been a part of our pre-
school for the last eight years and has 
been the assistant director for four 
years. Our staff is excited to continue 
creating a fun and loving environment 
for all our students. 

I know I will come back to read a 
story or two to our students. I am ex-
cited for Temple Judea Preschool and 
all the educational programs it will be 
offering.

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
June     3:   8:00
June  10:   8:02
June  17:   8:05
June  24:   8:06

Passover was amazing at FGCU. 
Students got together for both 
Seders to learn and discuss the 

birth of our nation. They put together 
some great skits about the Passover 
story, and thought about what we can 
be grateful for when we sang “Day-
enu.”

Right in line with Chabad’s style to 
be open to all and in the Passover spirit, 
Zaman, a young guy who just moved to 
the area, joined us for the Seder reach-
ing out just minutes before the holiday 
because his other plans 
fell through.

We finished the 
semester with a bang 
and a grand banquet 
hosted by Chabad of 
Bonita Springs in hon-
or of our graduating 
students and a summer 
send-off to everyone.

We wish a big ma-
zel tov to our graduates 
and wish them well in 
all their endeavors as 
they move on to the 
next stage in life. 

We have a nice 
group who will be go-
ing with us to Israel on 
Birthright after the se-
mester finishes. 

I want to thank 
our student leaders 
who made this year 
be the incredible year 
it has been. A special 
thanks to club adviser 
Bill Reynolds, to Rab-
bi Mendy Greenberg 
of Chabad of Boni-
ta Springs for all his 
help, and to the Feder-
ation for its support. 

Chabad will con-

tinue to be open right through the sum-
mer months serving students staying 
for summer classes or working locally. 
We will also be offering weekly Zoom 
classes over the summer for those who 
will be out of town. 

Chabad at FGCU caters to all 
Jewish students at FGCU and other 
local collages. For more information 
regarding student programing or to 
connect a student, please contact me at 
347.452.0489 or rabbi@chabadfgcu.
com.

Dani and Robin at the year-end banquet

Students getting ready for the Passover Seder (picture taken before the holiday began)

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
July     1:   8:07
July     8:   8:06
July  15:   8:05
July  22:   8:02
July  29:   7:59
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PPJJ  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  RRAADDIIOO  LLIIVVEE!!  
 

Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids       
music — anytime, anywhere.    

Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online  
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs 

from hundreds of artists across the globe. 
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks       

for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime. 
 

• Listen to the music online 

• Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play       
or Tune In Radio  
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• Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play       
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day, June 3 beginning at 
9:30 a.m.

I would like to thank 
every parent who sup-

ported our preschool and helped with 
our fundraising event. Thank you to 
my Advisory Board for your dedica-
tion and support. Our preschool staff 
and children greatly appreciated all 
your hard work.

This year has been an exciting one. 
We have had the pleasure of watch-
ing your child grow and develop in so 
many areas. They have learned to work 
together and communicate with each 
other in a positive manner.

For many, this was your first expe-
rience in a preschool setting. We hope 
that you and your child have enjoyed 
the experience and we look forward to 
another wonderful year. Thank you for 
allowing us to be part of their lives.

Thank you to my entire staff. There 
is only one word that describes you. 
DEDICATED. The time that you give 
each child, and the love and patience 
you share with them shows in every-
thing they do while in the classroom.

To our pre-kindergarten graduates, 
we wish you much happiness always. 
Continue to love learning. You should 
be very proud of yourselves for every-
thing that each of you have accom-
plished. We will miss you!
Summer Camp
Camp begins on Monday, June 13. Join 
us for seven weeks as we blast off into 
summer! We look forward to all the 
special treats and fun events planned. 
Preschool Registration
We are accepting registration for the 
2022-23 preschool year. Preschool 
begins on Monday, August 8. Our pre-
school accepts children 18 months to 
5 years of age. At the time this arti-
cle was written, we have very limited 
space available in some of our classes, 
and some classes are already closed. 
Please call the preschool for informa-
tion regarding the many programs we 
offer our students.

This will be my last article for the 
preschool since I am retiring after a fun 
and fabulous 25 years. Thank you for 
all the memories. I have met the most 
remarkable families over these past 25 
years and for that I am forever grateful. 

Our preschool will continue to 
flourish under the direction of Suki 
Kelly, who has been a part of our pre-
school for the last eight years and has 
been the assistant director for four 
years. Our staff is excited to continue 
creating a fun and loving environment 
for all our students. 

I know I will come back to read a 
story or two to our students. I am ex-
cited for Temple Judea Preschool and 
all the educational programs it will be 
offering.

DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! 
 

SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in  

Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

 

More information,     
contact Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

Joseph Horowitz 
Israel Travel Grant 

available through the  
Community Foundation 

of the Jewish Federation  
of Lee and Charlotte Counties..    

 

is proud to offer the SStteevvaann  &&  MMaarriillyynn  SSiimmoonn  FFaammiillyy  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp.  

 
 
 

This scholarship is open to those at least high school age who 
demonstrate leadership qualities and will be participating in a      
2-week or longer program in Israel.  

 

A short essay is required.  
 
 
 

For more information, and to access the application, visit the    
TOP Jewish Foundation website at topjewishfoundation.org  

For more information   
visit jewishfederationlcc.org 
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CHAVURAT SHALOM
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

ORGANIZATIONSORGANIZAT IONS

Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold
and Marcia Rudin
Congratulations to Chavurat Shalom 
of Southwest Florida on its two-year 
birthday! May the template for success 
continue as we serve likeminded indi-
viduals from near and far.

While the summer months are upon 
us, many members of Chavurat Shalom 
of Southwest Florida have scattered to 
cooler climes or have gone on extend-
ed vacations to other countries. The 
Friday Shabbat service, starting at 7:30 
p.m., never misses a week because we 
connect with each other by Zoom. If 
you wish to join us, email chavuratsha-
lom@gmail.com for the link. 

Shavuot begins at sunset on Satur-
day, June 4. It is an ancient grain har-
vest festival that is celebrated seven 
weeks after the second Passover Seder. 
It is also identified with the giving of 
the Torah on Mount Sinai. It is custom-

ary to read the “Book of 
Ruth” and to eat dairy 
foods.

It is time to acknowl-
edge those individuals 

who have made possible the achieve-
ments of the chavurah. The dedicated 
Zoom hosts are Irene and Leon Skol-
nick, Kathy Zoss and Marcia Rudin. 
The amazing Speakers Series is due to 
the diligence of Irene Skolnick, Barry 
Fulmer and Renee Minsky. The Fri-
day Shabbat coordinators are Ellen 
Feingold, Myra Klahr, Evelyn Clark, 
Renee Sugar and Esta Berger. Those 
who regularly sing and chant are Mark 
Peppercorn, Sharon Berry, Kathy Zoss, 
Lev Seaton, Nava Ervin, Joan Charl-
son and Michael Feingold. With too 
many to mention individually, the ro-
tation of Shabbat service leaders is es-
tablished by Ellen Feingold, while Don 
Bachman is in charge of the Saturday 
Current Events moderators’ rotation. 
It would be wonderful if even more 
people decided to volunteer to keep 
the chavurah vibrant. Please send an  
email to chavuratshalom@gmail.com 

with your preference.
On April 28, Holocaust Memorial 

Day, the Thursday Speakers Series end-
ed for the season with a very moving 
presentation by Erez Cohen about his 
grandmother, a Holocaust survivor. He 
has done extensive research, including 
travel to Poland to follow the travails 
of his grandmother. She was an amaz-
ing person who would be very proud 
of her grandson for making certain that 
the damage from the Holocaust is not 
forgotten.

The Speakers Series, includ-
ing Rabbi Myra Soifer’s “Text of the 
Month Club,” and the Saturday morn-
ing Leonard Minsky Jewish Current 
Events sessions, are on vacation for the 
summer and will start again in Novem-
ber. 

Our esteemed member, Rabbi 
Myra Soifer, was honored by the Cen-
tral Conference of American Rabbis 
(CCAR) at its March 2022 conven-
tion in San Diego. It has been 50 years 
since Sally Priesand was ordained 
as the first woman rabbi in the U.S.  
Rabbi Soifer was the ninth woman to 

be ordained as a rabbi in the U.S. She 
was the first woman rabbi in Reno, Ne-
vada, when she started at Temple Sinai 
in 1984. She remains actively involved 
with the congregation as rabbi emerita. 
It is the great good fortune of Chavurat 
Shalom that Rabbi Soifer continues to 
share the depth of her knowledge and 
experience. 

Chavurat Shalom (Fellowship of 
Peace) is an informal group from every 
Jewish religious tradition and meets to 
worship and learn together. People of 
all faiths and localities are welcome. 
Chavurat Shalom is not affiliated with 
any organized movement. The group is 
community-led. Shabbat services are a 
blend of English and Hebrew, English 
readings and poems, Hebrew prayers 
recited or chanted, and meaningful 
songs. Worship and programs are pri-
marily via Zoom, but outdoor in-per-
son gatherings for Purim and Chanu-
kah occurred. Join us now and lend 
your voice and thoughts for a Shabbat 
service, a Thursday speakers program 
or Saturday Jewish current events. It is 
a refreshing opportunity to participate.

Stay in touch throughout  
the summer. Sign up for 
the Federation’s e-blasts.

HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011
Joyce Toub
Post Passover we have had a series of 
holidays that give historical signifi-
cance to our very being. By the time 
you read this, Yom HaShoah will 
have passed. We are responsible for 
the memory of the six million and we 

have to continually root 
out the hatred and big-
otry that seem to have 
increased exponential-
ly recently. The number 
of antisemitic incidents 

worldwide rose sharply last year, par-
ticularly in the United States, Great 
Britain, Germany and Australia. A new 
report by Tel Aviv University suggests 
the increase was prompted by left-  
and right-wing political movements 

and by social media.
Hadassah’s dedication to ensuring 

the well-being, security and fair treat-
ment of everyone goes a long way in 
combating this plague. We reflect upon 
those who sacrificed their lives. We 
honored them on Yom HaZikaron, Is-
rael’s Memorial Day, followed by Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut, Israeli Independence 
Day. We can take great pride knowing 
that Hadassah has been an integral part 
of the Jewish and Zionist experience, 
instrumental in building the Jewish 
state and creating roles for women that 
simply didn’t exist before Henrietta 
Szold.

I am not dismissing all the complex 
issues in our world today, but I’d like 
to focus on some modern medical mir-
acles. Our recent Hadassah magazine 
tells us about robot technology that 
minimizes risk and performs complex 
healing techniques which didn’t exist a 
few years ago. The robots, with more 
than $1 million worth of equipment 
donated by the United States Agency 
for International Development, have 
sensitive mechanical arms that can ma-
nipulate cameras and surgical instru-
ments. Software guides the robots, giv-
ing surgeons more precise control and 
minimizing human error. Procedures 
can be performed that transmit visual 
information more accurately than the 
human eye. Surgeries are minimally 
invasive.

At Hadassah Medical Organi-
zation, doctors in a new $6 million 
neuro-angiography suite in the Sarah 

Wetsman Davidson Hospital Tower 
on Hadassah’s Ein Kerem campus are 
performing these miracles daily. The 
shortened time and greater accuracy 
mean many more patients can under-
go surgery than in the past. If a patient 
was ill or too old, they may have been 
rejected, especially for brain and spi-
nal pain surgeries. Pushing boundaries 
and sharing what Hadassah achieves 
with the rest of the world is Hadassah‘s 
moral obligation.

The podcast “Hadassah On Call: 
New Frontiers in Medicine” explores 
the detection and treatment of ovari-
an cancer at Hadassah. You can catch 
up with a panel discussion on post- 
traumatic stress disorder featuring 
HMO experts and watch four episodes 
of new programs at hadassah.org/ 
hadassahoncall.

Please remember to view our Ex-
panding Horizons programs in June 
and July. This past month we discov-
ered how “Mindful Motion” using Qi-
gong can cultivate vibrant health in the 
body. In June, we will discuss “The 
Magic of Book Clubs.” In July, several 
women will discuss their satisfaction 
in creating art and handiwork in differ-
ent media. 

For those of you leaving the 
area and going to cooler climes, 
safe traveling and keep well! We 
are looking forward to your return, 
when we will meet in person once 
again. Have a safe and wonderful 
summer! 

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
Russian? Ukrainian? 
Same old-country antisemitism 
has migrated to SWFL
Marina Berkovich
In late 2021, in one of the many Rus-
sian-language social media groups 
covering Southwest Florida, an eth-
nic Russian (judging solely from his 
last name) posted antisemitic replies 
to another comment-maker, a Jewish 
Russian (obvious last name), who was 
responding to the request to compare 
Sarasota to Naples.

There is a huge migration under-
way of “Russian Americans” to SWFL 
and we all try to be helpful in these 
Russian-language, interspersed with 
the rare English word or two, exchang-
es. This ethnic Russian commented, 
“Who needs your Hebrew here?” An 
intense exchange between them fol-
lowed to the morbidly silent approv-
al of a more than 500-member group. 
Its two administrators, non-Jews, who 
were pressed by this Jewish person 
to step in, concluded the incident was 
not antisemitic. Yet they removed the 
“bully” from the group – a stereotyp-
ical Soviet-style admission-by-denial 
reaction. 

Those who grew up in the an-
tisemitism of the USSR and success-
fully escaped into the relative safety of 
the U.S., are pained whenever ethnic 
non-Jewish Russian speakers bring it 
with them to wherever they move. And 
now, it’s rapidly escalating since the 
war started. 

Hatred of all Russian speakers, 
including locals, has taken a toll on 
businesses and friendships. Akin to 
the political division of the U.S., there 
were already many hot positions re-
garding the Crimea grab of 2014, and 
the Donbass region eight-year war that 
destroyed and displaced its people. If 
they lived through it, a tenth of their 
life was spent under fire. And now, 
much of Ukraine is in ruins.

Sadly, the Jew remains the stereo-
typical scapegoat for some. Since Feb-
ruary 24, there were several instances 
of Ukrainian-Russian-Jewish verbal 
and non-verbal altercations, online 
and in person, along the west coast of  

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

Like us on Facebook!
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Stay in touch throughout  
the summer. Sign up for 
the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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nic Russian (judging solely from his 
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to another comment-maker, a Jewish 
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Sarasota to Naples.
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way of “Russian Americans” to SWFL 
and we all try to be helpful in these 
Russian-language, interspersed with 
the rare English word or two, exchang-
es. This ethnic Russian commented, 
“Who needs your Hebrew here?” An 
intense exchange between them fol-
lowed to the morbidly silent approv-
al of a more than 500-member group. 
Its two administrators, non-Jews, who 
were pressed by this Jewish person 
to step in, concluded the incident was 
not antisemitic. Yet they removed the 
“bully” from the group – a stereotyp-
ical Soviet-style admission-by-denial 
reaction. 

Those who grew up in the an-
tisemitism of the USSR and success-
fully escaped into the relative safety of 
the U.S., are pained whenever ethnic 
non-Jewish Russian speakers bring it 
with them to wherever they move. And 
now, it’s rapidly escalating since the 
war started. 

Hatred of all Russian speakers, 
including locals, has taken a toll on 
businesses and friendships. Akin to 
the political division of the U.S., there 
were already many hot positions re-
garding the Crimea grab of 2014, and 
the Donbass region eight-year war that 
destroyed and displaced its people. If 
they lived through it, a tenth of their 
life was spent under fire. And now, 
much of Ukraine is in ruins.

Sadly, the Jew remains the stereo-
typical scapegoat for some. Since Feb-
ruary 24, there were several instances 
of Ukrainian-Russian-Jewish verbal 
and non-verbal altercations, online 
and in person, along the west coast of  

Florida. It is very un-
fortunate that this cen-
turies-old problem is 
having resurgence in our 
little SWFL enclave and 

spoiling its tranquility. 
I cannot escape drawing parallels 

to various times in Ukrainian history. 
Most of the Ashkenazi Jews hail from 
the Pale of Settlement, seek deeper un-
derstanding, and want to share some of 
our knowledge of Ukraine and Russia 
and its history with the Jewish Histor-
ical Society of SWFL’s audience, fo-
cusing mainly on the history of Jews in 
Ukraine. That it is regrettably marred by 
antisemitism is widely known, but Jews 
are an inseparable part of Ukrainian 
history, culture, music and art.

Anecdotally, in 2004, the greatest 
Ukrainian theatrical actor of all times, 
Bogdan Stupka, delivered the modern 
version of Gogol’s Inspector General 
with the cast he brought from Kiev to 
a grateful New York City audience. 
The Inspector’s lines were delivered 
in Russian to underscore the “eternal” 
conflict. At the post-performance party 
at a Russian restaurant, where about 20 
of us broke out into Ukrainian singing, 
Bodgan and I were the last two still 
knowing more songs, when he took 
my hand, kissed it and whispered, “I 
always knew that only a true Jewish 
woman can preserve true Ukrainian 
culture.” That remains the biggest so-
cial compliment of my life. 

Please join us Sunday, June 12 at 
11:00 a.m. on Zoom or at the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Naples for “His-
tory of Jews in Ukraine.” Check our 
website for times and to register.

We need your help in carrying out 
the mission of historical preservation 
and education. You can start helping by 
joining or renewing: Family Member-
ship $54, Individual Membership $36, 
Student Membership $18, Corporate 
Sponsor $300. Please join us online 
by entering the appropriate amount or 
mail your check to:
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

WWhhaatt  iiss  aa  WWoommeenn’ss  GGiivviinngg  CCiirrccllee??  

 

 

 

 

To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
 

WWhhaatt  iiss  aa  WWoommeenn’ss  GGiivviinngg  CCiirrccllee??  

 

 

 

 

To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
 

WWhhaatt  iiss  aa  WWoommeenn’ss  GGiivviinngg  CCiirrccllee??  

 

 

 

 

To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
 

WWhhaatt  iiss  aa  WWoommeenn’ss  GGiivviinngg  CCiirrccllee??  

 

 

 

 

To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
 



 3030 L' CHAY IM L' CHAY IM JUNE/JULY 2022 JUNE/JULY 2022 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties TEMPLE NEWSTEMPLE NEWS

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

Temple Beth El warmly invites con-
gregation and community members to 
take advantage of the many resources 
that the temple has to offer.

Calling all babies, toddlers, pre-
schoolers and their siblings! Join us 
on June 3 at 6:00 p.m. for Tot Shab-
bat, bringing young Jewish families 
together with Rabbi Nicole Luna and 
our congregation at a kid-friendly ser-
vice with fun, music and song. And 
don’t miss the pizza dinner preceding 
the service. Call us at 239.433.0018 for 
more information. Congregation mem-
bers and community members are all 
welcome. 

A hearty Mazel Tov to Zacha-
ry Shuster, who will become a Bar 
Mitzvah on June 4. Congratulations to 
Zachary and his family as they cele-
brate this great milestone.

Come to the temple on June 7 and 

July 5 between 10:00 
and 11:00 a.m. and par-
ticipate in our monthly 
Drive In Drop Off. Do-
nations are also accepted 
at the temple office. Gas 
cards, food cards and, of 

course, monetary donations are partic-
ularly needed.

The Israel committee will host a 
Zoom lecture by Dr. Itzhak Brook on 
June 23. Dr. Brook was a physician in 
the IDF during the Yom Kippur war 
in 1973. He will share his experiences 
with us.

Temple Beth El is excited to share 
some news about our beloved Rab-
bi Nicole Luna. This summer, Rabbi 
Luna will be taking a rabbinical sab-
batical. The word “sabbatical” has its 
roots in the biblical concept of Sabbath 
(“to rest” or “to cease”). Sabbaticals 
are common throughout the rabbin-
ate because congregations know the 
importance of a rabbi having time for 
study, rest and renewal, to take a break 
from day-to-day responsibilities, and 
renew oneself spiritually, returning re-
invigorated with new ideas, new inspi-

ration and a renewed sense of calling. 
Rabbi Luna will spend seven 

weeks in a combination of study and 
travel. First, she’ll be joining a group 
of 38 Reform rabbis, members of the 
Central Conference of American Rab-
bis (CCAR), as part of the Tisch rab-
binical fellowship, a fellowship meant 
to foster transformational rabbinical 
leaders. The rabbis will gather outside 
of Washington, D.C., to learn togeth-
er, discuss the state of American Jew-
ry and share experiences during these 
two years of Covid. This professional 
gathering will be a wellspring of cre-
ativity, support and growth. Rabbi 
Luna will also travel to New York and 
to England, visiting family and joining 
colleagues and friends at their Shabbat 
services, experiencing worship from 
the pews, and getting new ideas and 
inspiration. 

We are fortunate as a congregation 
to have both Cantor Beth Schlossberg 
and Cantorial Soloist Karen Pincus as 
part of our community. Cantor Beth or 
Karen will be on the bimah for each 
of the seven Shabbats that Rabbi Luna 
will be away, and will also be avail-

able for life cycle emergencies. And 
congregants will be involved as well, 
offering a d’var Torah during Shabbat 
service or teaching a class. 

We also welcome Ranata Good-
man back to our congregation this sum-
mer. Ranata is finishing up her year in 
Israel as a rabbinical student at Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Re-
ligion and will be on the bimah to share 
her learning with us. 

Because we hold Torah study over 
Zoom, this is an opportunity to wel-
come some phenomenal rabbis in the 
field to lead us in study. Even if you’re 
not a regular at Torah study, we hope 
that you’ll join us in June and July for 
this great opportunity. 

We are excited about Rabbi Luna’s 
upcoming time and season of growth.

To learn more about Temple Beth 
El and our special events, Shabbat 
services and recurring programs, visit 
templebethel.com. Follow us on Face-
book @TempleBethElofFortMyers and 
on Instagram @templebethelfortmyers 
for updates, information and more de-
tails about our community experiences.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116
www.templeshalomfl.com

Starting with April, Temple Shalom 
experienced a return of its congregants 
to events and programs. 

During April there was a wonder-
ful music program entitled the “Songs 
of Passover and More.” The program 
was presented by Jane Galler assisted 
by Rabbi Solomon Agin on bass. The 
turnout was wonderful, and the event 
delighted all who attended. Many 
thanks to Anita and Joe Sabatino for 

their sponsorship. 
The Jewish Film Fes-

tival Committee present-
ed the film The Jazz Sing-
er on Tuesday afternoon, 
April 12. Many thanks to 
the Lesleigh and Sylvia 

Hershkowitz Memorial Fund for the 
sponsorship. 

The last Tuesday of April there 
was a “Lunch and Learn” sponsored by 
the Lesleigh and Sylvia Hershkowitz 
Memorial Fund that was well attended 
with great discussions. 

The Passover Seder, held this year 
at the Maple Leaf Country Club, was 
well received. Close to 100 people 
were in attendance. The Seder was 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Our heartfelt condolences to Laurie 
McConville, whose mother, Elaine 
Goldsmith, 96, died in early May in 
New York City.

C.F.S. is going to Israel next May 
on its sixth custom-designed tour with 
the rabbi. A high point of each tour are 
remarriage services under a huppah by 
the Montifiore Windmill overlooking 

the Old City.
Sabbath Eve worship 

begins at 7:00 p.m. fol-
lowed by a social hour 
and desserts.

Each Sabbath morn-
ing at 9:30 a..m, break-

fast and Torah Study are at the rabbi’s 
home in the Forest Country Club. The 
study is also on Zoom and is easily ac-
cessed at www.fortmyerssynagogue.
com. All are welcome. The guard at the 
gate will give you directions.

Tuesday evening Adult Education 
continues at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom only. 
To get your weekly reading assign-

ments, email synfree@
comcast.net.

Now in its 17th year 
and with the continued 
guidance of Rabbi Bruce 
Diamond, the Community 
Free Synagogue meets at 
the S.W. Masonic Center, 
10868 Metro Parkway, 
Fort Myers. It is a Jewish 
community open resource 
without formal member-
ship requirements whose 
activities are open to all 
for free and without finan-
cial solicitations.

Rabbi Bruce Diamond proposes to Melinda under the huppah  
in Jerusalem during the 2017 C.F.S. Israel Tour

beautifully presented by Rabbi Agin 
with all the attendees participating. Ev-
eryone had wonderful comments about 
the Seder. Many thanks to Odette Port, 
Judi Migdol, Naomi Alexander, Jimmy 
the Chef and his entire staff. 

In May, there was a special Shab-
bat Service marking Mother’s Day, Is-
rael’s 74th birthday, as well as birthdays 
and anniversaries. In addition, there 
was special music by Dr. David Katz. 
It was a beautiful Shabbat. 

This year, the Harry and Emmy 
Loeb Holocaust Community Re-
membrance Day Service was held on 
Thursday, April 28 at the First United 
Methodist Church of Punta Gorda. The 
program featured the “Songs of the 

Holocaust” performed by the North 
Port High School Choral Group un-
der the direction of temple member 
David Sommer. The students received 
a standing ovation. The program was 
outstanding, and a reporter made a very 
positive statement in the local newspa-
per. It was truly a proud moment for 
the Charlotte County community. 

The season of community/syna-
gogue programs concluded with the 
wonderful film The Frisco Kid with 
Gene Wilder and Harrison Ford. 

Information about Temple Shalom 
can be obtained by calling the temple 
office at 941.621.2116. 

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

Shalom Life Center is Southwest Flor-
ida’s warm and welcoming home for 
contemporary Jewish life with a pas-
sionate commitment to community 
and spiritual growth where everyone 
is always welcome to be a part of our 
amazing SLC family.

Shabbat evening ser- 
vices are held every Fri-
day at 7:00 p.m., both 
in person and on Lives-
tream throughout the 
summer. SLC welcomes 
everyone to experience 

joyful, meaningful and inspiring ser-
vices, special events, activities and 
clubs, dinners, concerts and more all 
year long. 

Every Saturday morning at 10:00 
a.m., Shalom Life Center offers an in-
teractive and participatory Torah study 

led by Rabbi Lawrence Dermer with a 
focus on the relevance of our timeless 
traditions and bringing the ancient wis-
dom of Torah into our daily lives. 

SLC offers Individualized Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah preparation, Torah and Kab-
balah study, The Shalom Shmoozers 
Social Club, Women’s Circle, Men’s 
Club, Book Club, Yiddish Culture 
Club, special events, concerts, dinners 
and so much more. 

If you’d like to learn more, please 
send us an email or give us a call at 
239.218.3433.

SLC also offers many other oppor-
tunities to enhance your Jewish life and 
learning and further your involvement 
in community service while making 
friends in a warm and welcoming com-
munity. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where community is family 
and prayer is always inspirational, 
meaningful and musical. For more in-
formation, please visit www.shalom 
lifecenter.org.
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TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

Shavuot services at Temple Judea, in-
cluding Yizkor, will be held on Sunday, 
June 5 at 9:30 a.m. 

On the weekend of July 8-9, ser-
vices will be led by our special guest, 
Cantor Neil Newman. Cantor Newman 
is retired from congregation Beth El 
Synagogue in Minneapolis and cur-
rently lives in Sarasota. Rabbi Marc 
Sack’s first job after graduating from 
JTS was as an assistant rabbi at Beth 
El Synagogue where Neil was the Haz-
zan. We look forward to welcoming the 
rabbi’s friend to our congregation.

Tot Shabbat, led by Director of 
Congregational Learning Tab Scribner, 
will resume in August. 

Rabbi Sack has be-
gun another “Introduc-
tion to Judaism” class on 
Monday evenings. The 
class is a must for anyone 
interested in conversion 
to Judaism but is open to 

all who have an interest in learning. 
Monthly lunchtime Torah study, 

taught by Rabbi Sack, will be on Thurs-
day, June 2. The class is held on the 
first Thursday of each month at noon 
on Zoom. There is no cost to attend, 
and all levels of Jewish background are 
welcome. Contact Rabbi Sack at the 
synagogue office for more information 
about either of the two classes. 

During the summer months, HAZ-
AK 55+ at Temple Judea is planning 
to get together for lunch or dinners 
out, and also possibly show movies at 
Temple Judea. Please email tjhazak@
gmail.com if you are interested in join-
ing us. 

Chaverot’s Honey from the Heart 
project will begin this summer, in time 
to send the gift of sweetness to your 
family and friends before the Jewish 
New Year. Chaverot activities will 
resume in August and September, in-
cluding plans to meet in person. We 
welcome new faces and ideas. Please 
contact Lynn Talone to participate. 

Temple Judea continues to accept 
food donations for the Cadkin Founda-
tion Food Pantry at the Jewish Federa-
tion and menstrual products for Cycle 
Forward, a program that distributes the 
products to women in need. There is a 
barrel near the front door of the shul 
for cans and boxes of food, and a bas-
ket in the lobby for donations to Cycle 
Forward. 

There are also collection envelopes 
near the front door for contactless mon-
etary or gift card contributions. Contri-
butions can also be mailed. Please call 
the synagogue office to ensure your 

contribution has been received by the 
office.

Temple Judea is again conducting 
in-person services, with a Zoom option 
still available. Programs and events will 
also be held inside. Currently, wearing 
a mask in the synagogue is optional, 
and open to change if CDC guidelines 
and recommendations change. 
Regularly scheduled events:

• Friday evening Shabbat services at 
6:30 p.m.

• Saturday morning Shabbat ser-
vices at 9:30 a.m. Kiddush lunches 
after services twice monthly.

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m. 

• Tot Shabbat: Check with the syna-
gogue for the August date. 

• Rabbi Sack’s lunchtime Torah 
study sessions, the first Thursday 
of each month at noon on Zoom. 
Check with the synagogue office 
for the summer schedule.

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

Temple Beth Shalom is growing! Nine 
months after our rabbi retired and with 
the help of dedicated congregants and 
outside organizations like the Union of 
Reform Judaism and the Jewish Com-
munity Legacy Project, we have at-

tracted new members and 
the reenergized existing 
Temple Beth Shalom is 
ready to hire a part-time 
rabbi or cantor.

Our dedicated lay 
leader, Marc Einstein, 

has returned to his northern home for 
the summer. The congregation turned 
out for a delicious potluck dinner and 
musical Kabbalat Service to thank him 
for his wonderful services. In his ab-
sence, we have been lucky to have dif-

ferent cantors, cantorial soloists and lay 
leaders leading services and giving us 
an idea of the future options we have.

While summer is usually a slow 
time in Florida, we have a lot going 
on. We will have a program on June 
2 about three Jewish singers: Bette 
Midler, Carole King and Barbra Strei-
sand. Although the program will be 
via Zoom, we will watch together at a 
member’s home. The cost is $15 and 
everyone is welcome. We also have 
game nights, movies, pot luck dinners 

and more coming up. For more infor-
mation, email templebethshalomcom-
munications@gmail.com.

Our religious school is regrouping 
and getting ready for the fall. Tot Shab-
bats will also start up again soon. In the 
meantime, we are looking forward to 
Ryan Brucker’s Bar Mitzvah on June 
24. 

All of us at Temple Beth Shalom 
are excited about upcoming events and 
hope you will join us.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

Colleyville connection
Rabbi Stephen Fuchs and his wife 
Vickie spent the May 20-21 Sabbath 
at Congregation Beth Israel in Col-
leyville, Texas.

This is the congregation where 
Malik Faisal Akram, a man armed 
with a pistol took four people hostage 
on January 15. After a 10-hour ordeal, 
the hostages were able to escape due to 
the quick thinking and courageous ac-
tions of the synagogue’s rabbi, Charlie 
Cytron-Walker. When Akram looked 
away from his victims momentarily, 
Rabbi Cytron-Walker threw a chair in 
his direction, and he and the hostag-
es were able to run to a nearby exit to 
safety. 

One of the four hostages was Jef-
frey Cohen, who secretly dialed 911, 
alerting the authorities to their plight. 
As a teenager, Cohen studied with 
Rabbi Stephen Fuchs for his Bar Mitz-
vah and Confirmation at Temple Isaiah 
in Columbia, Maryland, where Rabbi 
Fuchs served at the time. The rabbi 
became aware of his former student’s 
involvement in the incident and got in 
touch with the congregation, which in-
vited him to speak on the above-men-
tioned dates.

Rabbi Fuchs delivered a sermon 
Friday evening, May 20, entitled “How 
True is the Torah?” He led a congrega-
tional Torah study class the following 

morning. Both the ser-
vice and the class were 
broadcast on Zoom.

Bat Yam Temple of 
the Islands is proud of 
Rabbi Stephen Fuchs for 
his sincere compassion 

and desire to assist a sister congrega-
tion and former student following a 
traumatizing incident.
Good luck Pastor John
As many of you know, we consid-
er Sanibel United Church of Christ 
(SUCC) a sister congregation. We hold 
our services there, and our rabbi and 
Pastor John Danner have a meaning-
ful relationship having shared pulpits 
and taught together over the years. On 
Sunday, April 24, many of us attend-
ed John’s final service during which 
he performed a special puppet show 
– one of his best. Several of us, in-
cluding Cantor Simon, Toby Simon 
and Edina Lessack, joined the SUCC 
choir in a few of the hymns. Following 
the service, we enjoyed a reception at 
the Community House, during which 
several prominent people spoke along 
with members of John’s family. We 
were grateful to receive the following 
letter from John on the Friday follow-
ing this special day:

Dear Sisters and Brothers, Family 
and Friends,

It was so wonderful having so 
many of you at the celebration this past 
weekend.

You all have been such an import-
ant part of my time at Sanibel Congre-
gational UCC. Having Steve, Murray 
and Toby participate in the service was 
so very meaningful. And the presen-

tation by Alan and Sandy at the party 
was perfect. I shall treasure your beau-
tiful gift.

I hope you realize how much I 
have learned from you as a congrega-
tion, and how much pleasure (and if I 
am honest, pride) I have taken in the 
relationship between the two congre-
gations – especially in being consid-
ered your pastor!

As I write this, it is about two hours 
before the beginning of Shabbat. As 
the sun sets, I will be remembering you 
all with deep affection, and praying 
that the Holy One continues to bless 
your witness to interfaith cooperation, 
respect and genuine affection.

Shalom,
John Danner

“Run, Hide and Fight”
In addition to having police protection 
onsite during services and events, in 
March, Lt. Towler of the Sanibel Police 
Department conducted training prior 
to services. Our members learned the 
importance of “Run, Hide and Fight” 
– how to determine which action to use 
in the case of an attack and how to go 
about carrying out that action. We were 
very appreciative of the time taken by 

Lt. Towler and others in the department 
to make sure we understood how to 
think quickly and move appropriately 
in the event of an emergency. 
President presents
On May 4, Bat Yam President Alan 
Lessack gave a presentation on Chica-
go Architecture at Shell Point. Alan is 
a docent for the Chicago Architecture 
Center, having lectured on over 500 
river cruises. This was the first time he 
spoke on dry land using PowerPoint 
and pictures to weave the history and 
architecture of Chicago together. The 
audience of over 80 people loved it.
Summer services
During June, July and August, services 
will be held the second Friday of each 
month: June 10, July 8, August 12. 
These will be led by members of the 
congregation. We expect they will be 
unique, based on the ideas of each of 
the leaders. Services will be preced-
ed at 5:00 p.m. by informal dinners at 
local restaurants followed by services 
at 7:00 p.m. Any and all are welcome 
to attend. For more information, email 
BatYamSanibel@gmail.com. We look 
forward to seeing you.SLC also offers many other oppor-

tunities to enhance your Jewish life and 
learning and further your involvement 
in community service while making 
friends in a warm and welcoming com-
munity. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where community is family 
and prayer is always inspirational, 
meaningful and musical. For more in-
formation, please visit www.shalom 
lifecenter.org.

Changing your address? 
Keep L’CHAYIM coming 

to your home. Email 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
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SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
REFORM 

 

7210 Falcon Crest Drive               
Fort Myers, FL  33908 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner  
each Friday at 6:00 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship is at 1068 Metro  
Parkway every Friday at 7:00 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with  
the rabbi every Saturday morning  
from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 773-251-8862 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W. 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study:  
Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School:  
Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00 -7:00 p.m. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

PO Box 61346 
Fort Myers, FL 33906          
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail:  info@templebethel.com  
Learning Tree Preschool Director:  
Jesyca Virnig    
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com                        
President: Reina Schlager                                    
Email: reinaschlager@aol.com                                 
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235               
Web site: www.templebethel.com                          
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;  
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai 
Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &  
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday   
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Enrichment night every Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom 
 

Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.Jewishfederationlcc.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

P.O. Box 722, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Leonard E. Minsky, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
Speakers series - 11:00 a.m. Thursday 

COMMUNITY DIRECTORYCOMMUNITY DIRECTORY


