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We proudly welcome Beejhy Barhany — chef, author of Gursha, and founder of Tsion Café in Harlem.

 Born in Ethiopia, Beejhy fled with her family as a young child during the mass exodus of Ethiopian Jews

in the 1980s. From Ethiopia to Sudan, to Israel, and eventually to New York, her journey is one of

courage, Jewish identity, and unbreakable tradition.

 She will guide us through a traditional Ethiopian Jewish Coffee Ceremony, share stories of Jewish

resilience, and serve stew and fresh bread that honor her heritage.

The evening will open with music by Canterbury students and a shared commitment to memory, culture,

and community.

Where food gathers us, tradition sustains us.

Where stories are shared, legacy lives on.

TICKETS: $36 pp or VIP $75 (includes cookbook, VIP seating and meet & greet

Want to be a sponsor? $175 includes 2 tickets $250 includes 3 tickets

RSVP by: 12/29/25

Culinary Event
Linda Idelson 

Register at jewishfederationlcc.org/calendar

Hosted in the Charles & Linda Idelson Kitchen

Canterbury School 

8141 College Pkwy. Fort Myers

Monday, January 12th
6pm - 8pm

Sponsored by:
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L’CHAYIM invites correspondence 
on subjects of interest to Jewish people. 
Partisan political opinions will not be pub-
lished, but opinions on subjects affecting the 
Jewish community are welcome. All inquiries 
regarding copy for L’CHAYIM should be 
directed to the editor. All news material 
must be very clearly printed or typed (not 
in all-capital letters) and double-spaced. 
Electronic submissions encouraged. The 
editor reserves the right to edit for space 
and content. 

Photographs should be clear, black-and-
white or color prints. If you wish a photograph 
returned, include a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope of appropriate size.

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Char-
lotte Counties disclaims responsibility or 
endorsement of the views expressed by the 
writers and claims by advertisers.

The Jewish Federation is a 501c3 
Non-Profit. #59-2668992

Jewish news published monthly by
Jewish Federation of  

Lee & Charlotte Counties
9701 Commerce Center Court 

Fort Myers, FL 33908
 (239) 481-4449
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This publication is brought 
to you each month thanks 

to the support of our 
advertisers. Please be sure 
to use their products and 

services, and mention 
that you found them in 

L’CHAYIM.

THIS MONTH’S 
ADVERTISERS
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Alliance Financial Group....29

Anago.................................13

Clarity CPA.............................17

Classy Car Service..................33

Doubletree by Hilton...........21
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FineMark Natl. Bank  
& Trust.................................4
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Gardens...............................32

Ginsberg Eye........................3
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Spa Service.........................33
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Gulf Coast Orthodontics....29
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Kushner & Kushner...........33
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The Bagel Factory..............33

Temple Beth El...................35

OUR MISSION
To strengthen and enrich 
the Jewish Community by 
providing and supporting 

philanthropic, educational 
and social service programs 

locally, in Israel and
throughout the world.

OUR VISION
A Jewish Community that is 
based on Jewish values such 
as Tzedakah (benevolence), 
Tikkun Olam (repairing the 

world) and K’lal Yisrael  
(taking responsibility  

for one another).

Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte 
Counties is excited to welcome a 
delegation of Israeli teens to our 

community this spring, and we are seek-
ing local families to open their homes 
and hearts.

We are looking for host families 
from Sunday, March 22 through Thurs-
day, March 26. Families will pick up 
their guests at Jewish Heritage Day at the 
Red Sox Stadium on March 22 and say 
goodbye on the morning of March 26.

Hosting is a meaningful way to build 
lifelong connections, share culture, and  
strengthen the bonds between our  
communities. We especially encour-
age families with teens in the household  
to participate, as this creates a natural 

and comfortable environment for 
our visitors.

Most meals, activities, and pro-
gram costs will be covered by the 
Federation. Host families simply 
provide a safe, warm home, some 
meals and transportation — and the 
opportunity for these young ambas-
sadors to experience Jewish life in 

Southwest Florida.
Past host families in our partner com-

munities have shared how rewarding  
the experience can be, forming friend-
ships that continue long after the visit  
is over. This is a chance to bring Israel 

into your home in a personal, hands- 
on way.

If your family is interested in hosting, 
or if you would like more information, 
please contact me at debbiesanford@
jfedlcc.org and/or PJ Library Coordinator 
Brittany Salem at pjlibrarycoordinator@
jfedlcc.org.

We hope you’ll consider being part of 
this special opportunity to welcome our 
Israeli teens and create lasting memories 
for your family and theirs. 

Host an Israeli teen  
this spring  
Create memories that last a lifetime

 Debbie Sanford

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Marcia Can Help

For further information please contact
Debbie Sanford at (239) 481-4449 ext. 6 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

Help us meet these pressing needs 
by contributing to the 

MARCIA CAN HELP fund. 

a fund of the Jewish Federation and Jewish Family Services, provides for
emergency nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card distribution,
and crisis grants to prevent utility cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation
and other essential services without which none of us can live. 

Inspired by the recognition that these needs
 must be addressed in our community, and as

a tribute to Marcia Cohen, a 
long-time resident of Sanibel 

and social activist. Her 
husband Jack 

established the 
MARCIA CAN HELP 

fund In 2017.
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Jacky Smith

Karin Fine

A transformative  
journey south
By Karin Fine, Co-President of Jewish Federation  
of Lee & Charlotte Counties

REFRACTIVE L ASER CATARACT SURGERY
REFRACTIVE LENS EXCHANGE SURGERY

ALL  L ASER L ASIK

239.325.2015 | GINSBERGEYE.COM | OLDE NAPLES | ESTERO

TOGETHER 
we can make a
Difference 

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent 
Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us.

Anonymous
Naomi Bloom 
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein
Alan & Edina Lessack

The Cadkin Foundation
Taryn Sasser
Lynn & Lory Kirby

The Jewish Federation loves our
GENEROUS DONORS

FOOD PANTRY / MARCIA CAN HELP
Temple Judea
Temple Beth El
Chavurat Shalom of SWFL
Shalom Dancers
Carol & Lance Kann
Tammy & Michael Rochman
Barry & Barbara Epstein

Victor Gold
Naomi Bloom
Sylvia Simko
Stephanie Levin
Alice Roberts
Karen Whitman
Carolyn Gora
Isaac Svartsman

LINDA F. IDELSON CULINARY DESIGN FUND
Charles Idelson
Carolyn Gora
Anita Freedman
Claire Goldhagen
Rabbi Yossi & Rivky Labkowski
Stephen & Lana Royal

Anne Schwartz
Andy & Debbie Shuping
Hy Tuchman
James & Betty Rubenstein
Lynn & Lory Kirby
Martin & Betteann Sherman

Jewishfederationlcc.org

Aging-in-Place vs. Senior Living Communities
A FREE Guide to Your Future

Making the decision between aging-
in-place or moving to a senior living 
community is one of the most 
important choices you’ll make.

This FREE Guide provides an 
overview of both options to 
help you determine the best
choice for your future.

When you need an expert call the 
“MATCHMAKER”

OF SENIOR HOUSING
Over 30 years of experience with assisted
living options… AT NO COST TO YOU!

Bruce Rosenblatt, Owner / Senior Housing Advisor
Certified Dementia Practitioner

239.595.0207
www.SeniorHousingSolutions.net

Linda Blackman Lowery 

Ilove to travel, and many 
who know me often ask, 
“Where are you going 

next?” I just returned from 
one of the most impactful 
trips I’ve ever taken — one 
that I feel compelled to share. 
My journey took me through 
several southern cities that 
forever changed the course 
of history in the United States: 
Atlanta, Montgomery, Tuske-
gee, Selma, and Birmingham. 

The highlight of the trip came in 
Selma, where we had the privilege of 

listening to Lynda Blackmon 
Lowery. She shared her first-
hand experiences of hearing 
Martin Luther King Jr. speak 
when she was just seven-years-
old in a Black church. Inspired 
early, she joined protests by 
the age of 13. By 15, she had 
already been sent to jail nine 
times. Linda was among the 300 

official marchers who walked 
from Selma to Montgomery 
with Dr. King and John Lewis. 
Lynda is one of the foot sol-
diers whose courage and sac-
rifice helped propel the Civil 
Rights Movement forward and 
bring about essential changes 
in U.S. law. 

We also met Jacky Smith, 
the owner of “The Coffee 
Shop” where we had lunch 

in Selma. At 42, she decided to go to col-
lege and later worked for years in human 
resources in Birmingham. Eventually she 
moved back to Selma and bought “The 
Coffee Shop.” As a child, she and her 
brother often visited the same shop with 
their mother, but they could only order 
ham sandwiches from a takeout window 
in the back because Black customers were 
not allowed inside. Today she owns the 
very space she once couldn’t enter. 

This transformative week allowed me 
to see, in depth, what life was like for 
those who lived, worked, and survived 
in the segregated South. It reminded me 
how essential it is that we listen to one 
another — truly listen — so that we can 
understand the stories that shape us all. 
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The One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
(OBBBA) — signed into law on 
July 4, 2025 — introduces sweep-

ing tax changes that took effect Jan. 1, 
2026. These new rules alter how some 
charitable deductions work, which could 
affect your charitable giving strategies. 
Now is the time to review your financial 
and philanthropic strategies for 2026 and 
beyond and there are a few things you 
need to know. 

Charitable deductions  
for non-itemizers
Taxpayers who take the standard deduc-
tion can deduct cash gifts up to $1,000 
(single) or $2,000 (married filing jointly) 
to public charities — but not to donor- 
advised funds (DAFs).

New “floor” for itemized 
charitable deductions
Itemizers can only deduct charitable 
gifts that exceed 0.5% of adjusted gross 
income (AGI).

Cap on high-income 
deduction benefits
High-income taxpayers will 
see the value of their char-
itable deductions capped at 
35%, even if their marginal 
rate is higher. For example, 
a $10,000 charitable gift will 
generate a $3,500 tax deduc-
tion instead of $3,700 under 
current law (based on the 
37% tax bracket).

Tax rates made permanent
Current income tax brackets (10% to 
37%), the increased standard deduction, 
and the elimination of personal and depen-
dent exemptions are now permanent. In 
addition, some seniors, aged 65 and older, 
may be eligible for a new deduction of 
up to $6,000 for tax years through 2028.

Higher estate and  
gift tax exemption 
The federal estate and gift tax exemption 

rises to $15 million per per-
son ($30 million per couple), 
with the annual gift tax exclu-
sion remaining at $19,000 per 
person. With fewer families 
subject to estate tax, strate-
gies that reduce income tax 
liability become even more 
important for effective char-
itable and financial planning. 

There are a few ways to 
put your knowledge (and your values) 
into action.

Make a Qualified  
Charitable Distribution 
(QCD) from your IRA 
If you are age 70½  or older, you can trans-
fer up to $108,000 directly from your IRA 
directly to a qualified charity, tax-free. A 
QCD reduces taxable income (even if you 
don’t itemize) and counts toward your 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
at age 73. Married couples can each give 
up to $108,000 annually from separate 
IRAs, potentially doubling their impact.

Give appreciated assets
Donating appreciated securities held 
for more than one year allows you to 
deduct the full fair market value (if you 
itemize) and avoid capital gains tax — a  
double benefit.

Open or Add to a Donor- 
Advised Fund (DAF) at 
TOP Jewish Foundation
A Donor-Advised Fund at TOP Jewish 

Foundation acts like a charitable invest-
ment account — receive a full deduction 
now for your donation (if you itemize), 
then recommend grants to your favor-
ite charities over time. It provides an 
excellent way to “bunch” or pre-fund 
giving and involve your loved ones  
in philanthropy.

“Bunch” your  
charitable giving
Consider combining two or more years 
of giving into one to maximize deduc-
tions. If your total itemized deductions 
are less than the standard deduction, 
consider “bunching.”

Consult your  
trusted professionals
Your financial, legal, and philanthropic 
advisors can help you develop a giving 
plan tailored to your goals and the new 
tax laws. 

“At TOP Jewish Foundation, we’re 
committed to partnering with donors and 
their advisors to steward resources wisely 
and strengthen the Jewish community,” 
said Ellen Weiss, Executive Director of 
TOP Jewish Foundation.

For more information, please contact 
me at jill@topjewishfoundation.org or 
(813) 769-4769.

Disclaimer: TOP Jewish Foundation 
does not provide tax, financial, or legal 
advice. Please consult with your pro-
fessional advisor before taking any of  
these steps. 

FEDERATION NEWS

Jill Hagler 

Gift planning after OBBBA
Planning ahead for tax-smart, values-driven giving in 2026 and beyond
By Jill Hagler, Director of Philanthropy, TOP Jewish Foundation

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

Community support 
shines as food pantry 
sees rising need
By Monica Wildonger, JFS Case Manager & Food Pantry Coordinator 

As the holiday season 
wrapped up, our Jewish 
Federation Food Pantry 

experienced one of its busiest 
and most meaningful periods 
yet. Thanks to our partner-
ship with the United Way, JFS 
received a generous donation of 
toys, allowing us to brighten the 
holidays for many local children.

We were also able to dis-
tribute donated frozen turkeys, 
ensuring families could enjoy 
a special holiday meal they might not  
otherwise have had.

Beyond the holidays, the need for 
support has continued to 
grow. Our case manage-
ment services have seen a 
noticeable rise in requests, 
reflecting the increasing 
challenges many local 
families are facing. The 
diaper bank has also 
received a surge of inqui-
ries, with more parents 
seeking essential supplies 
during difficult times.

Our JFS food pantry has 
welcomed more clients in 
recent months — a clear sign 
that food insecurity remains 
a pressing issue in our com-
munity. Even as the need 
grows, the compassion and 
dedication of our volunteers, 
donors, and partners keep us 
moving forward.

As we step into the new 
year, we hope it brings peace, 
joy, and a little less stress for 

everyone. Until then, we remain commit-
ted to ensuring no one in our community 
faces hunger or hardship alone. 

 Monica    	
   Wildonger
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Scott Geller MD  •  Claudio Ferreira MD
Eye Specialists

We Provide Ophthalmic Solutions & Second Opinions!

Scott Geller, MD
Rush Medical School
Comprehensive Surgical Ophthalmology 
Fellow, American Academy of Ophthalmology 
Certified, American Board of Ophthalmology

(239) 275.8222
www.scottgellermd.com

4755 Summerlin Road (near Colonial)

What to Expect:
- Every client is seen by an MD. 

- You will not be hustled into unneeded surgery that might 
cost thousands of dollars and not be covered by insurance.
- We are the “go to” practice for second opinions…covered 

by insurance…for an honest alternative.

We are an independent private practice alternative to the  
assembly-line, corporate takeover of former private practices.

Claudio Ferreira, MD
Specialist in Surgery of Retina  

UCLA, University of Virginia, University of Tennessee  
Fellow, American Academy of Ophthalmology
Certified, American Board of Ophthalmology

Discover More:
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YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN!

T H E  S T R E N G T H  O F  P E O P L E .  
T H E  P O W E R  O F  C O M M U N I T Y .

The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign provides the resources to strengthen 
and enrich our Jewish community locally, in Israel and around the world. 

Local Jewish Education and Culture 
Community-wide Jewish Education and Cultural Programs for all ages 
L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community informed
about local,  national and international Jewish issues. 
CRC-Community Relations Council to address issues of anti-Semitism
andInterfaith Relations. 
Israel Advocacy and Initiatives to strengthen local Jewish community ties
with Israel. Holocaust education for middle and high school students in
the community and a college campus Jewish life experience committee.
Volunteer opportunities for all ages.

Overseas 
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee (JDC) for full-spectrum social services to Israel
and Jewish communities in 60+ countries around the world. 
Partnership 2Gether relationship with the Hadera-Eiron Region in Israel. 

Jewish Community Foundation 
An endowment that ensures future social and educational programming
and support for our community.
Needs-based college scholarships and study scholarships in Israel. 
Jewish camp scholarships.

Local Seniors Services 
Lunch Bunch, a monthly gathering with a free lunch for older adults to
meet and schmooze.
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facilities for Rosh
Hashanah, Hanukkah and Passover. 
Holocaust survivor outreach.

Local Social Services 
Non-sectarian, individual & family outreach, information & referral services. 
South Fort Myers United Way House.

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and gift cards. 
Emergency financial assistance grants to families and individuals in crisis. 
Local disaster outreach and assistance.

Education, Arts & Culture Programs
Israeli Folk Dancing
Jewish Social Club
Mah Jongg
Holiday Senior Visits
PJ Library
Federation Hits the Road-Day Trips
 

Holocaust Remembrance
Jewish Film Festival
Community Breakfast
Major Gifts-Pacesetters 
Jewish Heritage Day
 

Lion of Judah 
Women's Day
TRIBE
Annual Meeting
Men's Division
P2G Partnership Together
 

H    W 
THE JEWISH FEDERATION SERVES

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a  

POWERFUL demographic and reach  
almost 4,000 households each month  

for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Bryana at 239.481.4449 x3  

or Brigarcia@jfedLCC.org.

Sign up for the Shalom JFED Newsletter
 

Get the latest information on upcoming community 
events and cultural activities, breaking news items, 

updates from Israel and much more.

jewishfederationlcc.org/newsletter

Sign up for the Shalom JFED Newsletter
 

Get the latest information on upcoming community 
events and cultural activities, breaking news items, 

updates from Israel and much more.

jewishfederationlcc.org/newsletter

With a tribute gift you can mark a milestone, celebrate a
special occasion, extend your sympathy or send wishes for
a speedy recovery. It is a meaningful way to acknowledge
friends or family and strengthen our Jewish community by
contributing to the Annual Campaign. 
A personalized tribute card will be sent to the honoree or
bereaved on your behalf, reflecting a personal message if
you wish.

In Honor of Suzanne Orkin
Charles & Betty Massie

TRIBUTES
Honors & Memorials

jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials

In Memory of Carolyn Kaplan
Debbie & Henry Feinberg

In Memory of Juanita Slolina
She was a pleasure to know & will be missed tremendously.

Eileen Bobman

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Sharon Hood, 

L’CHAYIM Editor, at sharon@marketcrank.com.
Letters Policy

Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime 
phone. Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right 
to edit for length and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the 
viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or 
publish every letter received. 

FEDERATION NEWS
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Get ready for Jewish 
Heritage Day 
March 22, at JetBlue Park!
By Amy Hallock, Community Events Manager

Happy New Year, 
friends! As we 
step into 2026, 

I’m thrilled to share one 
of my favorite announce-
ments of the year: Jewish 
Heritage Day is returning 
to JetBlue Park on Sunday, 
March 22! Mark your cal-
endars now. This is a day 
you won’t want to miss.

Last year’s celebration was unforget-
table. Hundreds joined us for a sun-filled 
day of community pride, incredible food, 
spirited music, unique crafts, and fabu-
lous shopping. Families enjoyed activi-
ties for kids of all ages, and the energy 
throughout the ballpark was nothing short 
of joyful. The feedback we received was 
tremendous, and we’re excited to make 
this year’s event even better.

And speaking of “better,” we’re add-
ing a brand-new twist!

Introducing:  
Jews Got Talent!
Do you have talent? Can you sing, dance, 
juggle, tell jokes, play an instrument, do 
magic — or surprise us with something 
totally unexpected?

This year we’re bringing our own com-
munity spin to the classic talent-show 

format with “Jews Got Talent,” 
a fun and friendly competition 
open to performers of all ages. 
Whether you’re a seasoned pro 
or just love being on stage, we 
want to see what you’ve got!

Vendors, performers, 
and creators 
Alongside the entertainment, we 
will once again host our vibrant 

vendor marketplace featuring local arti-
sans, small businesses, crafters, and culi-
nary favorites. If you’d like to be part 
of the fun — either as a vendor or a tal-
ent show participant — I’d love to hear 
from you!

Contact me at events@jfedlcc.org. 

Small change for 2026
Please note that while our Jewish Her-
itage Day celebration is confirmed for 
March 22, the baseball game will take 
place on a different date this year. We will 
announce the new game date as soon as 
it is finalized.

I can’t wait to celebrate with all of 
you again this spring. Let’s make Jewish 
Heritage Day 2026 our most spirited and 
memorable yet!

L’Chayim to a year of connection, 
creativity, and community! 

Read the current and recent  
issues of L’CHAYIM online at  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

FEDERATION NEWS

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
12:OO P.M. ~ 1:30 P.M.

THE GALLERY AT CAPE CORAL RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
2307 CHIQUITA BLVD S. | CAPE CORAL

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22
12:OO P.M. ~ 1:30 P.M.

BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING | 8351 COLLEGE PKWY | FT MYERS

REGISTER AT JEWISHFEDERATIONLCC.ORG/CALENDAR
QUESTIONS? EMAIL ELIZABETH ELBA
ELIZABETH@JFEDLCC.ORG OR 239.481.4449 EXT. 4

RSVP BY FEB 18            LUNCH IS FREE         

Jewishfederationlcc.org

We’re having lunch 
with friends & neighbors
to celebrate the season,

and we’d love 
for you to join us!

RSVP BY JAN 14         LUNCH IS FREE         

We’re having lunch with 
friends & neighbors, 
& we’d love for you 

to join us!

Amy Hallock 
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A heartfelt thank you to everyone 
who joined us on Nov. 5 for our 
“I’ll Have What She’s Having” 

themed JFED Hits the Road adventure. 
It was a meaningful and memorable day 
as we travelled together to The Florida 
Holocaust Museum in St. Petersburg. 
We are deeply grateful to the museum’s 
incredible staff and volunteers for their 
hospitality, expertise, and dedication.

A special thank you as well to The 
Bagel Factory in Fort Myers for providing 
a delicious breakfast to start our journey, 
and to Jo-El’s Kosher Deli in St. Pete for 
welcoming us with a wonderful lunch and 
keeping their doors open late just for our 
group. Their amazing and hard-working 
team helped make the day truly special.

Thank you again to all who partici-
pated — you helped make this trip one 
to remember! 

JFED Hits the Road
Thank you!
By Amy Hallock, Community Events Manager

FEDERATION NEWS
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Thank you to our community!
By Amy Hallock, Community Events Manager

FEDERATION NEWS
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On Sunday, Dec. 7, Jewish Feder-
ation of Lee & Charlotte Coun-
ties held the annual Community 

Breakfast at the DoubleTree — and what 
a meaningful morning it was!

We were honored to welcome Saul 
Blinkoff as our keynote speaker. Saul 
shared his remarkable story of determina-
tion, Jewish identity, and finding purpose 
in life. His words inspired all 160 attend-
ees, leaving us uplifted and energized as 
a community.

A heartfelt thank you to our dedi-
cated staff, Board and volunteers whose 
hard work made the morning seamless, 
warm, and welcoming. We are endlessly 
grateful for their commitment to creating 

meaningful Jewish moments.
We also extend special 

appreciation to the Double-
Tree team for their hospital-
ity and professionalism. Their 
staff went above and beyond 

to help us create a wonderful experience 
for everyone.

A special thank you to Rabbi Sunny 
Schnitzer of Bat Yam Temple for leading 
the Motzi and bringing a beautiful spirit 
to the blessing.

Thank you to all who attended and 
supported this important gathering. We 
look forward to seeing you at many more 
community events!

L’Chayim — to life, connection, and 
community! 
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CCoolllliieerr//LLeeee  HHaaddaassssaahh  
ccoorrddiiaallllyy  iinnvviitteess  yyoouu  ttoo  aatttteenndd  aa  

FFoorrtt  MMyyeerrss--EEsstteerroo--CCaappee  CCoorraall  AArreeaa

““CCoonnnneecctt  WWiitthh  HHaaddaassssaahh””  TTeeaa
PPlleeaassee  ccoommee  &&  bbrriinngg  aa  ffrriieenndd  

wwhhoo  mmaayy  wwaanntt  ttoo  jjooiinn  oouurr  cchhaapptteerr..

LLEEAARRNN……aabboouutt  oouurr  mmiissssiioonn

  EENNJJOOYY……tteeaa,,  ccooffffeeee  &&  ttrreeaattss

  MMEEEETT……wwoommeenn  wwiitthh  ssiimmiillaarr  iinntteerreessttss

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  1144,,  22002266
11::3300  pp..mm..  ~~  33::0000  pp..mm..

JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  ooff  LLeeee  &&  CChhaarrlloottttee  CCoouunnttiieess

RRSSVVPP  bbyy  JJaannuuaarryy  77,,  22002266  bbyy  eemmaaiilliinngg

ccllhhcchhaapptteerr@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
((PPuutt  ‘‘CCoonnnneecctt  wwiitthh  HHaaddaassssaahh’’  iinn  tthhee  ssuubbjjeecctt  lliinnee  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  rreessppoonnssee))

LLooccaattiioonn  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwiillll  bbee  eemmaaiilleedd  aafftteerr  WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  77,,  22002266

Across history, many rabbis wrote 
down the questions they were 
asked. These Q&As are pub-

lished in some-6,000 books of “rabbinic 
responsa,” and I’m leading a course that 
explores 30 real-life questions that ordi-
nary Jews asked sages across the ages. 
This topic is fascinating for two reasons.

1. When a Jew in Auschwitz asks 
whether he can save his only son because 
someone else would be killed in his place, 
the question alone tells a whole heart-
breaking story. Some of the questions 
we’ll explore are relatively mundane; 
others are more exotic. But every single 
one gives us a direct view of how our 
ancestors lived, what problems they faced, 
and what they valued.

2. We’ll see how sages came up with 
clear answers to questions nobody had 
ever asked before, giving us a unique 
window into how Jewish law works and 
where all Judaism’s customs and rules 
come from.

This course will give you a new appre-
ciation for your Jewish past and the beauty 
and sophistication of Judaism itself. It’s 
a chance to be a fly on the wall as these 
sages investigate the facts, weigh Talmu-
dic precedent, and ensure that key values 
are protected in their final decision.

Please join me for “Captivating Cases 
in Rabbinic Responsa,” a remarkable new, 
six session course from the Rohr Jewish 
Learning Institute, sponsored by Dr. Gary 
and Marlene Price. 

“Captivating Cases  
in Rabbinic Responsa”
New JLI course starts Jan. 22

New JLI course starts Jan. 22

Send changes to brigarcia@jfedlcc.org

                MOVING?
TAKE L’CHAYIM WITH YOU!

Don’t forget to contact us with your change
of address to continue receiving L’CHAYIM

jewishfederationlcc.org

COMMUNITY FOCUS

We provide full 
service estate clean 

outs, organizing, and 
home preparation. 

From junk removal to 
repairs, we offer fast 

turnaround, 
transparent pricing, 

and a strong 
commitment to 
donations and 

recycling. Our family 
is here to ease the 

stress and help you 
every step of the 

way.

863.673.4154  
contact@eesfl.us

Compassionate Clean Outs.
Market Ready Results.

“Captivating Cases in Rabbinic Responsa”
Presented by Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 

When: Six Thursday evenings, starting Jan. 22, 7-8:30 p.m. 

Where: Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Florida  
(5620 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33919)

Fee: $99 (textbook included) 

Sign up at www.myjli.com. 

For more information, please call 239-433-7708  
or e-mail Chabad@chabadswf.org.
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We are excited to share the fol-
lowing upcoming programs. 
Don’t forget to RSVP!

Open House/ 
New Member Reception 
Tuesday, Jan. 27, 10 a.m.
Located at the Holocaust Museum & 
Cohen Education Center. RSVP is 
required; visit hmcec.org.

This event, for all GenShoah members 
and survivors, includes a guest presen-
tation, “They Were Children: Rescue as 
Resistance,” by Emily Murray. The Holo-
caust Museum & Cohen Education Center 
will host the event, offering light refresh-
ments and a short tour of the Museum for 
anyone interested. A special invitation 
to join us is extended to new members.

 “Dimensions in Testimony” 
Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2026, 7 p.m.
Located at Beth Tikvah. RSVP is 
required; email office@bethtikvah.us.

Beth Tikvah invites all GenShoah 
members as special guests to hear Holo-
caust Museum & Cohen Education Center 
President and CEO Erin Blankenship talk 
about her experience with "Dimensions 
in Testimony." The project, from the USC 
Shoah Foundation, enables people to ask 
questions that prompt real-time responses 
from pre-recorded video interviews with 
Holocaust survivors and other witnesses 
to genocide.

Genealogy Workshop 
Sunday, Feb. 15, 1 p.m.
The location is to be determined. RSVP 
is required; email genshoahswfl@
hmcec.org.

Bring your device and follow the  
lead of Hank Bitterman (2G) who takes 
you to various online resources to find  
out about you and your family’s past. 
Hank shares his knowledge from his 
own family findings both in the U.S. and 
abroad. This session will provide a good 
starting point for further inquiries. 

Upcoming GenShoah SWFL programs
By Ida Margolis and Shelley Lieb

What’s Shakin’ at

FUNonFMB.com

Daycation
 IN PARADISE

OPEN EVERYDAY 9AM-5PM
LOCATED ON THE SECOND FLOOR OF MARGARITAVILLE

Discover our monthly specials online at:
qrco.de/spa-specials

Treat yourself to an exclusive experience at St. Somewhere Spa—
where relaxation meets paradise. Every monthly spa special includes: 

Complimentary valet parking, a glass of champagne 
and access to Fins Up Beach Club

—our stunning lagoon-style pool with views of the beach and Gulf. 
 

Whether you’re unwinding with a massage, rejuvenating with a 
facial, or simply soaking up the sunshine, it’s the perfect way to 

escape for the day—without leaving town.

License to Chill Bar and Grill
Monday-Friday | 1pm - 5pm

JWB Grill 
Sunday-Thursday | 4PM - Close

Lah De Dah Beach Bar
Daily | 8pm-11pm

Weekly - $10 Per Person
Yoga • Water Aerobics • HITT • Zumba

We’re Open to the Public!

View Schedule & Register:
qrco.de/fmbfitness

FITNESS CLASSES

HAPPY HOURS

COMMUNITY FOCUS

Erin Blankenship, President & CEO 
Holocaust Museum & Cohen  

Education Center

Emily Murray

Genealogy Workshop
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At the Holocaust Museum
By Erin Blankenship, Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center President & CEO

Happy New Year! We ended 2025 
with a bang! December was filled 
with rewarding and meaningful 

activities like Student Field Trips, Com-
munity Engagement activities held out-
side our walls, public programs, and of 
course, our fabulous Luncheon. 

Winter fundraising event 
Our annual winter fundraising event 
was held at the Vineyards Country Club 
with the largest attendance ever. Key-
note Speaker Gillian Laub gave a won-
derful presentation about her Live2Tell 
Project, in which she photographed and 

documented more than 300 Holocaust 
Survivors worldwide. Several Live2Tell 
portraits were on display in the lobby 
and more were featured on centerpiece 
arrangements on each table. 

We were honored to host a photoshoot 
with Gillian at the Museum to photograph 
and interview several Southwest Florida 
survivors to be included in the Live2Tell 
Project. We look forward to sharing those 
images and testimonies at the Museum in 

the future. Gillian noted the importance of 
sharing the survivor stories and legacies of 
the Live2Tell Project with the public and 
does so through unique public art instal-
lations projecting the images onto urban 
landmarks and buildings. She uses social 
media to reach young people. We invite 
you to follow her Instagram account:  
@live2tell. New posts appear on Fridays.

Special guest speaker and North Port 
High School teacher Zach Ward pas-
sionately spoke about the importance 
of Holocaust education, and the impact 
that our Museum and Education Pro-
grams have had on himself and his stu-

dents. Zach is a wonderful exam-
ple of an upstander, inspiring his 
students and colleagues to take a 
stand against hatred. Also joining 
us was Rabbi Adam Miller of Tem-
ple Shalom who offered moving 
remarks about the importance of 
the Museum’s mission and an open-
ing prayer.

The Luncheon 
We could not have hosted The 
Luncheon without our outstanding 
sponsors. Thank you for your gen-
erous support, and congratulations 

to our incredible Event Committee for 
creating a memorable event: Co-Chairs 
Nina Diamond and Marjie Zucker, and 
committee members Debbie Annes, 
Michele Brotman, Margo Ceresney,  
Ellen Englander, Maureen Lerner, Judy 
Leventhal, Estelle Price, Sandy Roth, 
and Mindy Sterns. 

Guest lecture 
In December, we also hosted a special 
guest lecture by Dr. Serafima Velkovich, 
Head of the Family Roots Research Sec-
tion of Yad Vashem Archives. She spoke 
about the role of family memory in the 
search for identity, showing how personal 
narratives interact with historical research. 
This program was made possible by the 
generous support of Hedy and Jack Abel.

To start off 2026, we have a busy 
month of programming ahead! We hope 
you’ll join us for these January events:

Thursday, Jan. 15, 3 p.m.
Dani Dayan, Chairman of Yad Vashem, 
the World Holocaust Remembrance 

Center, since August 
2022, will speak. Prior 
to his position at Yad 
Vashem, Dani served as 
Israel's Consul General 
in New York. This pro-
gram is presented with 
support from Jewish 
Federation of Greater 
Naples. 

Admission is free, 
but RSVP is required 
at HMCEC.org. 

Monday,  
Jan. 19, 5 p.m. 

Located at the Holocaust Museum &
Cohen Education Center
Join us for the gallery talk, wine and 
cheese reception, and exhibition opening 
of Yahad-In Unum’s “Holocaust by Bul-
lets” exhibition. Ewa Schaller, a Yahad-In 
Unum educator, will discuss their research 
in the former Soviet Union documenting 
the systematic killing of Jews by the Nazis 
and their collaborators from 1942-44. 

General admission is $9; Museum 
members may enter at no additional cost. 
RSVP is required at hmcec.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 27 – Event 1
10-11:30 a.m. – GenShoah of SWFL 
Open House and New Member Recep-
tion. RSVP is required at HMCEC.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 27 – Event 2
1-4:30 p.m. – Complimentary Museum 
admission for International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. RSVP is required 
at HMCEC.org.

Thursday, Jan. 29, 3 p.m. 
Located at the Nina Iser Jewish 
Cultural Center
To commemorate International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, Dr. Alex Kor, son of 
Holocaust survivors Michael and Eva Kor 
will give a special presentation about his 
book, “A Blessing, Not a Burden: My 
Parents’ Remarkable Holocaust Story and 
My Fight to Keep Their Legacy Alive.”

Admission is free, but RSVP is 
required at HMCEC.org. 

Save the date Triumph 
Wednesday, March 4, Arthrex One 
Conference Center in Naples
Make plans to celebrate our Museum’s 
25th Anniversary and hear from guest 
speaker Emmy Award®-winning Film Pro-
ducer Paula Apsell. For details on spon-
sorship opportunities visit hmcec.org. 

COMMUNITY FOCUS

Luncheon lobby portraits

Luncheon lobby crowd

Gillian Laub photographing Southwest 
Florida Holocaust survivors at the Museum

Gillian Laub speaking at the Luncheon

Luncheon Teacher Zach Ward, Education Manager Katie 
Bütte, Museum Board Chair Stuart Mest, M.D.

Paula Apsell
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WHY ANAGO IS THE SUPERIOR CHOICE FOR COMMERCIAL CLEANING!®

• Ranked #1 in Janitorial • Available 24/7 • Competitive Pricing • Two-Hour Response Guarantee
• Consistent & Dependable • Green Cleaning Experts • Total Satisfaction Guarantee • Fully Insured and Bonded

With more than 30 years in the commercial cleaning franchising industry,  
Anago has helped pioneer this sector by developing standards and practices 

that others replicate. 

Our franchisees provide Scheduled Cleaning, Carpet Cleaning, Ceramic, Tile and Grout Cleaning, Day  
Porters, Emergency Cleanup, Exposed Surfaces Disinfection, Hard Surface Floor Care, Restrooms, Special 
Event Cleanup, Spring Cleaning, Window Washing and much more.

YOUR CLEANING NINJAS
Our efficient and stealthy  

cleaning franchisees get the job  
done without any disruption  
to the flow of your business.

A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE
Our franchise owners use 

systematic methods to create a visible 
difference in the cleanliness  

of your workspace.

BEST SERVICE AND PRICE
One of our primary goals is to  

provide clients with the absolute  
best service in the industry,  

at a competitive price.

CONSISTENT RESULTS
By paying attention to the details, 

high touch spots and areas of concern, 
clients get an exceptional and  

consistent clean every time.

BIG OR SMALL…

WE CLEAN THEM ALL®

239-206-2520
anagoswfl.com

WITH ANAGO YOU GET:
• A partner with a 98% retention rate

• Calendaring system ensures all tasks are completed as scheduled
• Inspection/survey process ensures compliance to your specs

• Microfiber tools to remove more dirt
• EPA registered disinfectants for virus and bacteria removal

• Dedicated client services rep to assist with your needs

SERVING  COLLIER,  LEE,  CHARLOTTE,
SARASOTA  &  MANATEE  COUNTIES

COMMUNITY FOCUS

You won’t want to miss this two-
event, major fundraiser held 
during Florida Jewish History 

Month. Fundraiser tickets are $85 per 
person. Each ticket admits one person to 
both events; attend either event or both. 
Reserve your seats at www.jhsswf.org/
upcoming-events/.

Event 1 – Southwest Florida 
Jewish History Luncheon
Sunday, Jan. 4, noon-3 p.m., Nina Iser 
Jewish Cultural Center 
Marcia Jo Zerivitz’s mesmerizing “Jews 
of Florida” lecture, previously recorded, is 
the most comprehensive account of what 
Jews contributed to various aspects of the 
state of Florida. 

Discover many fascinating historical 
facts, trace Jewish origins and follow the 
trail of Florida Jewish History that Marcia 
Jo helped create in our state.

Event 2 – “A Jewish 
Visionary: Jane Schiff”
Thursday, Jan. 22, 2 p.m., Nina Iser 
Jewish Cultural Center 

Join us for the premiere of a new film from 
the locally produced Telly Award-winning 
Southwest Florida Jewish Pioneers Series: 
“A Jewish Visionary: Jane Schiff” and 
meet the incredible family of generational 
Jewish philanthropy. Learn the story and 
meaning of Jewish Federation of Greater 
Naples’ lobby artwork, as told by imme-
diate past JFGN Board President. 

Jews By Choice meets via Zoom, 
a relaxed and comfortable for-
mat, on the last Thursday of each 

month from 8 to 9 p.m. Come dis-
cuss the delights and challenges of  

converting and reconnecting.
Recent converts, those exploring con-

version, and Jews seeking to reconnect 
with their roots are encouraged to attend. 
If you are considering the process of 

converting to Judaism, if you are in the 
conversion process, if you are rediscov-
ering Judaism and if you have questions 
and/or need to talk with like-minded 
individuals in a friendly, nonjudgmental 

atmosphere, Jews By Choice is the place 
for you!

For more information contact me at 
d.wineinger@yahoo.com. 

JHSSWF January events 
Don’t miss the two-event, major fundraiser! 
By Marina Berkovich, JHSSWF President

Jews By Choice  
The last Thursday of each month, 8 p.m. via Zoom 
By Dawn Wineinger, Temple Beth El member and volunteer

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION AND HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE.
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THANK YOU to Guest Speaker Gillian Laub, our 
Sponsors, Attendees and the Event Committee for 

Making The Luncheon a Successful and Memorable Event!

Event Committee: Co-Chairs Nina Diamond and Marjie Zucker, and 
Committee Members Debbie Annes, Michele Brotman, Margo 
Ceresney, Ellen Englander, Maureen Lerner, Judy Leventhal,      

Estelle Price, Sandy Roth, and Mindy Sterns.

Remembrance Sponsors: Shelley and Steven Einhorn

Testimony Sponsors: Ellen and Alan Englander, Maureen and Arnold Lerner, 
Carol and Stuart Mest, Estelle and Stuart Price, The Ronto Group

Hope Sponsors: Patti Bloom, Rissa Grossman, Judy and Jeff Leventhal,    
Fran and Rob Nossen, Mindy and Jay Sterns, Marjie and Scott Zucker

Inspire Sponsors: Harriet and Louis Berneman, Michele and Jeff Brotman, 
Nina and Michael Diamond, Paula and Ronald Filler, First Foundation Bank, 
Nancy Garfien, Jo Ann and Larry Golden, Shelli A. Halper and Naples 
Transportation & Tours, Steven Iser, Roz and Al Katz, Dottie Mc Govern, 
Sandy and Fred Roth, Emily and Andrew Roz, Nancy and Steve Schachtman, 
Anne Schuchman and Stephen Light, Dorothy Schwebel, Susan and Jay Weiss

Patron Sponsors: Hedy and Jack Abel, Cheryl and Warren Alifeld, Nancy 
Benjamin, Silvie and Herb Berkeley, Shirley and Marshall Besikof, Ellen and 
Robert Blank, Penni and Mark Blaskey, Rosalee and Jerry Bogo, DG Perry 
CPAs + Advisors, Irwin Edelstein, Alicia and Michael Feldman, Marsha and 
Robert Karp, Gracia Kuller, Karen Orman and David Lewis, Marla and Rick 
Osgood, Ruth and Peter Pogany, Patti and Sid Price, Susan Regenstein, Judy 
and Stanley Ruskin, Michael Shechtman, Lois Schiller, Carol and Jerry Stern, 
Phyllis and Steve Strome, Nancy White

Valet Sponsor: Diamond Custom Homes 

Holocaust Museum & Janet G. and Harvey D. Cohen Education 
Center 975 Imperial Golf Course Blvd., Naples, FL 34110

239-263-9200     hmcec.org     info@hmcec.org

LION OF JUDAH
WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE DO

Lions of Judah play a vital role in creating social
justice, aiding the vulnerable, preserving human
dignity and building Jewish identity. We are the
most dynamic philanthropic Jewish women in
the world. We are a part of an international
sisterhood of thousands of global activists who
care deeply about the Jewish future. The Lions
of Judah set an exemplary standard of
leadership and giving.

Our impact can be seen through contribution of
our time and resources. Each woman makes an
annual donation to their Federation that reflects
her capacity to give. In our community, the
threshold annual commitment is $5,000. Some
Lions also choose to endow their gift to benefit
future generations.

THE PIN
Each woman who
wears her Lion of

Judah pin is uniquely
connected to all

other Lions, all of
whom embody the
true meaning of

tzedakah. 
These women are

empowered to take
the dream of Tikkum
Olam and turn it into

a reality.

20,000
WOMEN AROUND THE

WORLD ARE PROUD
LIONS OF JUDAH

90%
OF WOMEN IN 
HIGH-INCOME

HOUSEHOLDS MAKE
THE PHILANTHROPIC

DECISIONS

IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION ON 
BECOMING A LION, FEEL FREE TO CONTACT 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DEBBIE SANFORD, 

AT DEBBIESANFORD@JFEDLCC.ORG

COMMUNITY FOCUS

The Women’s Simcha 
Circle is for dynamic 
women actively balanc-

ing demanding careers, search-
ing for deeper personal growth, 
or a break from the rewarding 
demands of family life. If you’re 
looking for meaningful friend-
ships, modern spirituality, and a 
welcoming Jewish community, 
this circle was designed for you.

What we offer
“Simcha” means joy, and our 
mission is to create a supportive, 
welcoming space where women 
can step away from the chaos 
and build meaningful connec-
tions. We provide opportuni-
ties to:

• Create authentic friend-
ships that inspire and uplift

• Explore spirituality in a 
modern context

• Belong to a vibrant Jewish 
community that celebrates life together

Events you’ll love
Our monthly gatherings are designed 
for fun and connection. Past events have 
included lively dinners, vision board 
workshops, Rosh Chodesh events at the 

beach, and holiday celebrations 
—like our Rosh Hashana apple 
and honey tasting bar while 
making personalized inten- 
tion candles.

We welcome Jewish 
women across Southwest 
Florida — and all women 
who support Judaism — who 
are balancing careers, fami-
lies, and personal growth. If 
you’re looking for meaningful 
friendships, modern spiritual-
ity, and a welcoming Jewish 
community on your terms, this 
is your space. 

Women’s Simcha 
Circle dinner
Join us Thursday, Jan. 8, at 
6:30 p.m. at Tacos & Tequila 
Cantina in the University Vil-
lage Shops in Fort Myers. You 
do not need to be a member 
of Temple Beth EL to join. 

For questions and to RSVP, email  
womenssimchacircle@templebethel.com.

Find future Events on the Temple  
Beth El calendar or facebook.com/
womenssimchacircle.

Come share Simcha (joy) with us 
soon! 

Women’s Simcha Circle
A new space for joy and connection
By Toby Buerger and Ashley Kogan-Weed, 
Co-chairs of Women’s Simcha Circle at TBE

You are invited!

Women’s Simcha Circle Dinner

When: Jan. 8, 6:30 p.m. 

Where: Tacos & Tequila Cantina in the  
University Village Shops in Fort Myers 

You do not need to be a member of Temple Beth EL  
to join us. For questions and to RSVP, email  

womenssimchacircle@templebethel.com. 

Women’s Simcha Circle group photo 

 Toby Buerger

 Ashley  
	 Kogan-Weed
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT

CANTOR BUTENSKY 

SWFLAZI@GMAIL.COM OR CALL (347) 205-5413.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT

CANTOR BUTENSKY 

SWFLAZI@GMAIL.COM OR CALL (347) 205-5413.

BUT......

some VIP front seats remain 

that include premium perks 

such as meet and �reet 

with the musicians. 

AND...

your name can still be in 

the spotli�ht before an 

audience of 

nearly 400!

DON’T MISS THIS 

RARE OPPORTUNITY

 

BUT......

some VIP front seats remain 

that include premium perks 

such as meet and greet 

with the musicians. 

AND...

your name can still be in 

the spotlight before an 

audience of 

nearly 400!

DON’T MISS THIS 

RARE OPPORTUNITY

 

IN CONCERT

BROADWAY PALM DINNER THEATER 

FEBRUARY 2, 2026

IN CONCERT

BROADWAY PALM DINNER THEATER 

FEBRUARY 2, 2026

Cantor

Azi

Schwartz

Cantor
Azi

Schwartz
and Cantor Mira Davisand Cantor Mira Davis

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT
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NNar-Anon Family Groups is a 
12-Step fellowship that offers 
a recovery program for those 

affected by someone’s addiction. The 
group will meet in the Community 
Room at Jewish Federation of Lee &  
Charlotte Counties. 

Addiction is a family disease; it 
affects the relationships of those close 
to the addict — parents, spouses, siblings, 
children, longtime friends and employ-
ers. In the group meetings, these family 
members and friends share their experi-
ences, strengths and hopes to help each 
other and themselves. 

If someone’s addiction is affect-
ing you, first you must help yourself. 
Come to a meeting and hear from others 

who are going through similar prob-
lems and talk about how they cope and  
find recovery. 

Nar-Anon is based on a set of spir-
itual principles and has no affiliation 
with any particular religion. There are 
no dues or fees. The only requirement 
for membership is a problem of addic-
tion in a relative or friend. 

This group has been a part of the Lee 
County community for more than 18 
years. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. every 
Thursday at Jewish Federation of Lee 
& Charlotte Counties (9701 Commerce 
Center Court, Fort Myers).

For more information, please con-
tact me at jogo118@gmail.com or 239- 
470-4827. 

Folks in search of recovery are 
invited to experience the 12-Steps 
from a Jewish perspective on Sat-

urdays at 11 a.m. via Zoom. We are a 
fellowship of people seeking a path to 
recovery from alcohol, drugs, and other 
addictions such as food, gambling, sex, 
shopping, etc., through Judaic spiritual 
principals and the 12-Steps. 

Our guidebook is “Twelve Jewish 
Steps to Recovery” by Rabbi Kerry 
Olitzky and Stuart Copans, M.D., sec-
ond edition.

All who might benefit from this group 
are welcome. Zoom details are available 
by calling the Temple Beth El office at 
239-433-0018. 

Nar-Anon support 
meetings
By Joann Goldman

CAPTURING LIFE'S MOST BEAUTIFUL
MOMENTS

Weddings • Families • Events • Portraits
 Call/Text: (786) 263-2762

 IG: @lnphotography021

Affordable Packages
Fast Turnaround

Contact Elizabeth Elba 
to sign up 

or for more information:
Elizabeth@jfedlcc.org 

Looking for a meaningful way to give back every month?
Join our volunteer team for Lunch Bunch around various

locations in Lee and Charlotte Counties!
Lunch is included. 

Positions we are looking to fill:

Set-up
Clean-up

Registration
Greeters 

LUNCH BUNCH:
MONTHLY LUNCHES

MAHJONG

Jewish Federation
 Lee & Charlotte Counties

11:30 A.M. ~ 3:00 P.M.
Every Tuesday

Questions?
Email brigarcia@jfedlcc.org 
or 239.481.4449 ext. 3

(Closed on Holidays)   
NOT FOR BEGINNERS

Jewish Federation | 9701 Commerce Center Court | Fort Myers

COMMUNITY FOCUS

A Jewish 12-Step 
recovery group 
Every Saturday at 11 a.m. via Zoom

Courtesy of Temple Beth El

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

CONNECT with your  
Jewish Community
www.facebook.com/
JewishFederationLCC

of Lee & Charlo�e Counties

Like us on Facebook!
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12450 Brantley Commons Court
Fort Myers, FL 33907

(239) 900-9743            www.clarity.cpa

 

Ronny S Taschner  DDS 
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology 

 
Jennifer Taschner  DDS  MMSc 

Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology 
 

 
1645 Medical Lane,  Fort Myers, FL 

 
Phone 239-936-0635 

Visit Our Website  www.taschnerperio.com 

Marty Supreme, A Private Life, Star Trek and more 
Stars of David

By Nate Bloom, Stars of David Contributing Columnist

Editor’s Note: Persons in bold are 
deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jew-
ish for the purpose of this col-

umn. Persons identified as Jewish have 
at least one Jewish parent and were not 
raised in, or identify with, a faith other 
than Judaism. Converts to Judaism, of 
course, are also identified as Jewish.

For months, not much was released 
about “Marty Supreme.” The deadline 
for my December 2025 column came and 
went without getting more info. 

This “very Jewish” film opened on 
Dec. 25. It’s a big flick, and I knew it 
would play in theaters near you way into 
January. Then, a flood of information 
finally came to me before the deadline 
for this column.

I could tell you more about the plot, 
but that was in the reviews out on Dec. 
25, and you can read those reviews 
online, so here’s the “Jewish stuff.”

“Marty Supreme” 
This comedy film based loosely on the 
life of Marty Reisman (1930-2012), a 
top (Jewish) table tennis player. Josh 
Safdie, 40, directed the film, and he 
co-wrote it. Timothee Chalamet, 28, 
plays Marty (last name “Mauser”).

There are 29 cast members, and 
nine are Jewish: Timothee; Gwyneth  
Paltrow, 53 (as Kay Stone, a socialite 
who befriends Marty); Odessa A’zion, 

25 (plays Rachel Mizler, a Jewish char-
acter. Rachel is married, and she’s hav-
ing an affair with Marty, her life-long 
best friend); Fran Drescher, 68 (plays 
Rebecca Mauser, Marty’s mother). 
Sandra Bernhard, 70 (a small role as 
Judy); Isaac Mizrahi, 64, is, of course, 
a famous designer who acts now-and-
again. (He plays Merle); Emory Cohen, 
35 (plays Ira Mizler, Rachel’s husband); 
David Mamet, 77, the famous writer, 
has a small role as Director Glenn  
Nordmann; and Fred Hechinger, 25 (a 
small role as Troy).

I am quite sure that Timothee Chal-
amet is going to get a best actor Oscar 
nomination for playing a “real” Jew in 
two successive years (Bob Dylan, 2024; 
Marty Reisman; 2025).

“Song Sung Blue”
This film is another likely hit that also 
opened on Dec. 25. It is based on a real 
couple who formed a Neil Diamond 
tribute band. They performed Neil  
Diamond tunes in small venues. The 
couple are played by Hugh Jackman and 
Kate Hudson, 46.

“A Private Life”
This French language film (from France) 
is described as a comic psychological 
thriller. It opens in the U.S. on Jan. 16 
with subtitles on the screen. This film 

played the prestigious Cannes Festival 
last April (not as a competing film). The 
reviews were stellar, and the audience 
gave this film a 10-minute standing ova-
tion after it ended.

Jodie Foster, who is fluent in French, 
plays Lilian Steiner, an American psy-
choanalyst who lives in Paris. Lilian is 
devastated when Paula Cohen-Solai, a 
client, takes her life. Or did she?

After I read these two charac-
ters’ last names, I thought: “Are they  
both Jewish?” I got lucky and found 
a translated interview with Rebecca 
Zlotowski, 45. She's the film’s direc-
tor and co-writer. In this interview, she 
said that her film delves deeply into  
Jewish culture. 

The director said Lilian Steiner (Jodie 
Foster) is Jewish; so was Paula; so is 
Paula’s husband. His name is Simon 
Cohen-Solai, and he is played by French 
Jewish actor Mathieu Amarlic, 60. One 
more: Lilian’s (Jewish) ex-husband helps 
Lilian  investigate Paula’s death.

It dawned on me that there are five 
roles in the film and the characters are 
all Jewish! I could go on and on about 
this film and its Jewish connections. I 
know I am going to a theater to watch 
this film!

"His & Hers" 
This six-episode limited series premieres 

on Netflix Jan. 8. It’s based on a novel 
of the same name by Harlan Coben, 
63. Here the premise: Anna is a burned-
out former news anchor. Then there is a 
murder in Anna’s small Georgia child-
hood town. This stirs her, and she looks 
for answers.

Police detective Jack Harper is also 
looking for the killer, and he is suspicious 
of Anna. Jon Bernthal, 49, co-stars as 
Harper. Jon is always busy! Two action 
films last year (“The Accountant 2” and 
“The Amateur”) and another Emmy  
nomination (2025) as a guest actor on 
“The Bear.”

“Star Trek: Starfleet Academy” 
The new Star Trek TV series opens on 
the Paramount+ streaming channel Jan. 
15 — two episodes on Jan. 15, with the 
remaining eight episodes premiering the 
following Thursdays.

“Star Trek: Starfleet Academy” is set 
in the far future: the 32nd century. It fol-
lows a new class of Starfleet cadets — the 
first in over a century — as they come 
of age and train to be officers.

Oded Fehr, 56, plays Fleet Admiral 
Charles Vance. Followers of “Star Trek: 
Discovery” know that he played Vance 
from 2020 to 2024. Vance is a “main 
cast” role. Oded was born in Israel, and 
he served in the Israeli navy. 

For a continuously updated  
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.



ORGANIZATIONSTHE JEWISH FEDERATION OF LEE AND CHARLOTTE COUNTIES PRESENTS THE  
30th Annual Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida   
SUNDAY, FEB. 1 - SUNDAY MARCH 29

“TATAMI”  
Feb. 1 at 3 p.m. 

Co-directed by Guy Nattiv (Academy Award-Winner for Skin) 
and Zar Amir (Cannes Film Festival Best Actress-Winner for 
Holy Spider), TATAMI follows Iranian female judoka Leila 
(Arienne Mandi) and her coach Maryam (Zar Amir), who 
travel to the World Judo Championships, intent on bringing 
home Iran’s first gold medal. Midway through the Champi-
onships, they receive a chilling ultimatum from the Islamic 

Republic: Leila must fake an injury and lose, or be branded a traitor. With her own 
safety and her family’s freedom on the line, Leila faces an impossible choice: sub-
mit to the Iranian regime, as her coach Maryam implores her to do, or fight on for 
the gold. TATAMI is the first feature film to be co-directed by an Iranian and an 
Israeli filmmaker.

105 MINUTES • PERSIAN, ENGLISH •GEORGIA, ISRAEL, USA, UK • NARRATIVE 

 
“THE RING”  
Feb. 3 at 6:30 p.m. 
Arnon Noble is a religious man with a strong bond to his 
mother, a Holocaust survivor. He usually drives her to school 
lectures where she tells the students how she saved the lives 
of her baby boy and herself with the help of a thin gold ring.  
When the mother's health deteriorates, he travels to her old 
hometown, Budapest, to search for the mythological ring 
that saved her life in the past. He turns to his estranged

daughter, a TV researcher, for help and offers to go on this journey together. Will 
the search for the ring be successful? Will the ring save the mother's life again 
and will the same ring that saved his mother also succeed in saving  
Arnon's relationship with his own daughter. 

This film is a heart-warming dramady about three generations and the family history  
that reconnects them. "The Ring" is based on Adir Miller's Holocaust survival story.

122 MINUTES • HEBREW AND HUNGARIAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES • ISRAEL • NARRATIVE
 

“ONCE UPON MY MOTHER/  
THE LAST JEWS OF GUANTANAMO”  
Feb. 11 at 6:30 p.m.

In 1963, Esther gave birth to Roland, the youngest sibling of a 
large family. Roland was born with a clubfoot that prevented 
him from standing. Against everyone's advice, she promised her 
son that he would be able to walk just like everyone else and 
have a wonderful life. From that moment on, Esther devoted 

herself fully to ensuring this promise came true. 

Spanning decades of hardships and miracles, this film is the story of an incredible 
destiny and the greatest love of all: a mother's love for her child. 

98 MINUTES • NARRATIVE

“MATCHMAKING 2”   
Feb. 13 at 3 p.m. 

Baruch Auerbach (Maor Schweitzer), a mature Yeshiva 
student who missed every opportunity to marry, is  
left to live in a small room in the Yeshiva where he  
studies and serves as the faithful assistant to the  
matchmaker Malki (Irit Kaplan). When Malki assigns  
him the task of escorting her young daughter Shira  
(Omer Nudelman) from the airport, he decides that  
it is time to get married.

Baruch asks for Malki's help, but when she tries to match 
him with Ruth (Niv Sultan), he decides to do everything he can to thwart the 
matchmaking with Ruth and win Shira's heart. Only when he realizes how  
much he has misinterpreted the circumstances of his life will his heart open  
to the love he deserves.

118 MINUTES • HEBREW AND HUNGARIAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES • ISRAEL • NARRATIVE 

“NEVER ALONE/THE ICE CREAM MAN”  
Feb. 17 at 6:30 p.m. 
Shortly after the Nazi invasion of the Netherlands, a popular 
Jewish ice cream parlor owner, Ernst Cahn, finds himself tar-
geted by the infamous “Butcher of Lyon,” Klaus Barbie. As his 
world crumbles, “The Ice Cream Man” must choose between 
resistance and death…a choice that will reverberate throughout 
the country. Based on actual events.

85 MINUTES • FINNISH • FINLAND • NARRATIVE
 

“AIR WAR”  
Feb. 19 at 6:30 p.m.   

A rivalry between two charismatic Israeli air force fighter pilots 
reaches breaking point on the eve of the six-day war. After sin-
gle handedly shooting down six Egyptian migs in  aerial com-
bat, the young, brash Lt. Ran Nesher is awarded a new assign-
ment: to take over the command of a fighter squadron.  
 
The squadron's second-in-command, the more methodical and 

disciplined Lt. Eitan Rom is profoundly threatened by his new reckless Commander, 
who is clearly inexperienced and domineering.
 
The ongoing power struggle begins to affect the performance of the squadron; how-
ever, as their country’s existence hangs in the balance, the two men must learn to 
work together. It is only then that they are ready to lead their squadron to victory.

106 MINUTES • HEBREW WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES • ISRAEL • NARRATIVE
 

“WELCOME TO YIDDISHLAND/ 
JEWS IN MUSIC”  
Feb. 26 at 6:30 p.m. 

Welcome to Yiddishland offers an upbeat, witty, and timely 
exploration of a global community of artists rediscovering 
and revitalizing the endangered Yiddish language through 
progressive and provocative creative works. As we journey  
through Yiddishland — not a homeland, but a heartland with- 
out borders — we travel across continents, from Melbourne 
to Berlin, New York to Haifa, meeting a diverse array of 

individuals who find solace, identity, and inspiration in Yiddish language and culture.

96 MINUTES •ENGLISH, YIDDISH • AUSTRALIA • DOCUMENTARY

“PINK LADY”  
March 5 at 6:30PM
In an ultra-Orthodox Jewish community in Jerusalem, Bati has 
a seemingly perfect life. She is happily married to Lazer and 
the young couple have three children. But their world starts to 
crumble when Lazer is blackmailed and Bati discovers his secret 
affair with his male study partner. Desperate to protect her family 
and keep the man she loves, she supports Lazer as he attempts 
to “cure” his homosexuality, whilst uncovering her true desires.

106 MINUTES • ISRAEL• NARRATIVE

 

“MARATHON MOM/ 
UN TANGO PARA RACHEL”  
March 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
Marathon Mother tells the inspiring story of Beatie Deutsch, an 
ultra-Orthodox Jewish mother of five who, after a pause from 
athletics to focus on her family, reignites her passion for run-
ning. In 2015, driven by a personal promise and the challenges 
of motherhood, Beatie embarks on a rigorous journey to  
complete a marathon. As she trains with dreams of becoming  

an Olympian, her remarkable journey transcends the track, embodying a powerful 
message of perseverance and empowerment. Through her story, Beatie inspires  
other women to embrace their dreams and overcome their own challenges.

90 MINUTES • ENGLISH, HEBREW WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES • ISRAEL• DOCUMENTARY



“CHARLES GRODIN:   
REBEL WITH A CAUSE”  
March 15 at 3 p.m. 

Raised in a Jewish household in Pittsburgh, Charles  
Grodin’s life embodied the concept of Tikkun Olam.  
"Charles Grodin: Rebel with a Cause" not only celebrates 
his hilarious acting career, but also his remarkable,  
decades-long, successful fight to get wrongly convicted  

people — most of whom were mothers of color with  
young children — out of prison.

93 MINUTES • ENGLISH • USA• DOCUMENTARY

“THE ROAD BETWEEN US”  
March 19 at 6:30 p.m. 

Retired Israeli general Noam Tibon rescues his family from 
Hamas terrorists who invaded their home during a massacre, 
sparking an ongoing conflict.

95 MINUTES • ENGLISH • CANADA• DOCUMENTARY

“SONG OF ASCENT/ALON MY BROTHER”  
March 24 at 6:30 p.m. 

In the wake of the October 7 massacre in Israel, acclaimed 
singer-songwriter Matisyahu finds himself at the center  
of a cultural storm. This powerful documentary/concert  
film follows Matisyahu’s journey as he performs three  
sold-out shows in Israel while facing cancellations and  
protests at his US tour dates due to rising anti-Israel senti-
ment. Thrust into a  

role he never sought, Matisyahu becomes a powerful voice for Jewish people 
worldwide, navigating the complexities of identity, faith, and resilience  
amidst a global crisis.

86 MINUTES • ENGLISH • USA• DOCUMENTARY

“TURN LEFT AT THE END OF  
THE WORLD/CUT OFF”  
March 26 at 3 p.m. 

A group of families emigrates from India to Israel in the  
late sixties, seeking a better life in what they believe to be 
the first outpost of the West in Asia. To their surprise, they 
are sent to a new settlement in the middle of the desert,  
populated mostly by Moroccan Jews. The two cultures  

clash as the group tries to integrate into the community, and are faced by  
harsh realities. But despite the conflicts and prejudices, young love develops 
between two girls from opposite sides of the struggle. The film finds a  
perfect combination between humor and sentiment in a very real and very  
difficult situation.

"Turn Left at the End of the World/Cut Off" was selected as a "New Israeli  
Classic" in a special event by the Tel Aviv Cinemateque in October 2024,  
exhibiting the new digitally restored version made for the film's 20th anniversary. 

108 MINUTES • HEBREW/FRENCH, ENGLISH SUBTITLES • ISRAEL • NARRATIVE 

ORGANIZATIONSTHE JEWISH FEDERATION OF LEE AND CHARLOTTE COUNTIES PRESENTS THE  
30th Annual Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida   
SUNDAY, FEB. 1 - SUNDAY MARCH 29

2026 Jewish Film Festival 
of Southwest Florida

Regal Belltower, Fort Myers  
Individual film tickets: $14, On Sale 12/1 

Festival Pass: $168, On Sale 11/1 
www.jewishfederationlcc.org/jff2026

For more information, please contact Debbie Sanford at 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org or 239-481-4449 ext. 6.  

For more information about the Jewish Film Festival, please 
e-mail David Garonzik at Jewishfilmfestival@jfedlcc.org.

Films will be  
screened at the  
Regal Belltower!

 

General admission 
ticket open seating  

for all films.

Festival Passes 
available  

on Saturday, Nov 1

Individual  
tickets available on 

Monday, Dec. 1

The series of 13 films 
is $168/Individual 
films are $14 each

FILMS & DATES

“Tatami” - Sunday, Feb. 1 at 3 p.m.

“The Ring” - Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 6:30 p.m.

“Once Upon My Mother/The Last Jews of Guantanamo” 
Wednesday, Feb. 11 at 6:30 p.m.

“Matchmaking 2” - Friday, Feb. 13 at 3 p.m.

“Never Alone/Ice Cream Man” - Tuesday, Feb. 17 at 6:30 p.m.

“Air War” - Thursday, Feb. 19 at 6:30 p.m. 

“Welcome to Yiddishland/Jews in Music” 
Thursday, Feb. 26 at 6:30 p.m.

“Pink Lady” - Thursday, March 5 at 6:30 p.m.

“Marathon Mom/Un Tango Para Rachel” 
Wednesday, March 11 at 6:30 p.m.

“Charles Grodin: Rebel with a Cause” 
Thursday, March 15 at 3 p.m.

 “The Road Between Us” - Sunday, March 19 at 6:30 p.m.

“Song of Ascent/Alon My Brother” 
Tuesday, March 24 at 6:30 p.m.

“Turn Left at the End of the World/Cut Off” 
Thursday, March 26 at 6:30 p.m.
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Newcomers to the delights 
of the wine world are often 
— and understandably — 

confused by trying to decipher the 
label on a bottle. I tell my wine 
classes that there is no consumer 
product in the world that gives you 
less information than a wine label. 

First of all, we need to under-
stand that Old World wines (from 
Europe and thereabouts) are mostly 
named for the region where they’re 
made. So, a bottle that says “Chianti” 
comes from that region in Italy, but you 
just have to know that the wine is made 
mostly from Sangiovese grapes. 

It’s kind of like picking up a jar in the 
supermarket that says “sauce,” but you 
can’t tell if it’s tartar sauce, spaghetti 
sauce, or whatever.

In the New World (North and South 
America, Australia, New Zealand, and 
South Africa) they actually put the name 
of the grape on the label. So, you pick up 
a bottle of wine from the Mendoza region 
in Argentina, and it says plainly “Malbec.”

The good news is that many Old 
World wineries are now revealing the 
name of the grape. You can pick up a 
bottle of entry-level red Burgundy, and 
it might actually say “Pinot Noir” right 
there in black and white.

It wasn’t always like that. Back in 
the ‘70s as the wine industry emerged 
in the New World, vintners just put the 
names of Old World regions on the 

bottles. So in the U.S., 
a sparkling wine from 
the Napa Valley might 
actually have been called 
“Champagne.”

The naming situation 
got even more muddled 
and confusing after Pro-
hibition and World War 
II when a new genera-
tion of winemakers, led 
by Robert Mondavi, 

worked on developing a more specific 
identity for their wines.

Until he came on the scene, winemak-
ers would give their products names like 
“Claret” and “Hearty Burgundy,” but 
the pioneers of that time started creating 
new ways to identify the unique wines of 
their regions. They put the actual names 
of the grapes on their labels, and it's 
believed that Robert Mondavi was the 
first to do so.

Their creativity and innovation met 
with a lot of resistance, especially from 
wine store owners who were used to the 
Old World system. But the idea took 
hold because the French, in particular, 
started to pressure U.S. winemakers to 
stop using their protected place names 
on the bottles. 

But the Mondavis still had some con-
cerns about this new approach and tried 
to find ways to incorporate an Old World 
flavor into their names. Robert had pro-
duced some Sauvignon Blanc, but there 

was little consumer interest in it. He 
decided to name it after the Loire Valley 
village of Pouilly-Fumé, and came up 
with Fumé Blanc, which he put on the 
label with the words “Sauvignon Blanc” 
in tiny type just below.

So, for all of us today, things are a 
bit easier; but just a bit. Most Old World 
wines are still labeled by place names, 
so you just have to know that Gevrey- 
Chambertin is actually Chardonnay from 
a particular village in Burgundy. But  
that’s fine, because we always want to 
make new discoveries, like the ones we’re 
offering this week. Our New Year’s reso-
lution is to always sample widely.

Matanzas Creek Sauvignon Blanc 
Alexander Valley 2023 ($19) – Fifteen 
percent is aged in French oak; the rest in 
stainless steel. White nectarine, apple, 
key lime, pineapple mango with a punch 
of minerality on the nose. Wine Whis-
perer rating on a scale of 100: WW 89

Les Cadrans de Lassegue Saint- 
Emilion Grand Cru 2021 ($28) – Deeply 
colored with black cherry and violets on 
the nose and palate. A well-integrated blend 
of Merlot and Cabernet Franc. WW 91

Gary Farrell Chardonnay Russian 
River Valley 2022 ($38) – Sourced from 
vineyards throughout the prime RRV 
growing area and aged eight months in 
French oak, this offers lemon and grape-
fruit with overtones of honeydew, lime, and  
apricot. Bright underlying acidity. WW 89

Poliziano Lohsa Morellino di Scan-
sano 2022 ($16) – Morellino is the name 
for Sangiovese in the Maremma area of 
coastal Tuscany. This favorite is loaded 
with black cherry, orange peel and 
mineral aromas and flavors. It’s medi-
um-bodied with a creamy mouthfeel and 
delicious finish. WW 92

Ask the Wine Whisperer
Q: What is the largest wine bottle?  
Caroline L., Port St. Lucie

A: The Nebuchadnezzar holds 20 
standard bottles of wine, which is 
15 liters. Most of these are used for 
Champagne.

Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whis-
perer — a wine author, educator and 
consultant. Order his books, “Secrets 
of the Wine Whisperer” and “Ask the 
Wine Whisperer,” available through his 
website or on Amazon. Read his other 
writings at www.winewhisperer.com 

What’s in a (wine) name?
By Jerry Greenfield, the Wine Whisperer

 Jerry 
   Greenfield
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INSPIRING  WOMEN
SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026 AT 11:00AM

HELD AT AN ELEGANT COUNTRY CLUB IN NORTH NAPLES 
The Collier/Lee Hadassah “Inspiring Women” Luncheon honors local women 

from both counties whose leadership skills, dedication, experience, generosity, 
and time make a difference in their organizations and the quality of our lives.

Join us to celebrate their accomplishments and  
support Hadassah’s Gandel Rehabilitation Center,  

Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem, Israel. For information, 
contact CLIW2026@gmail.com.
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Enjoy our signature warm cookie at
check- in, newly renovated rooms, and
an unbeatable location just steps from
Bell Tower Shops. Soak up the sunshine
by our heated outdoor pool or savor a
meal at our on-site restaurant that offers
breakfast, lunch, dinner, and bar.

Stay Where Warm
Welcomes Await!

For more information or to book a room at an 
exclusive discount call 239-210-2470

Hospitality Sponsor

JEWISH INTEREST

 Rabbi  
    Barbara Aiello

The challenges of Jewish-Christian grandparenting
Aging Jewishly — What our traditions teach us about growing old.

By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Beth stood quietly at 
the senior center’s 
main entrance, look-

ing around for a familiar face. 
She had forgotten that Board 
Game Day brought out the 
crowds, and she chided herself 
for arriving late, especially now 
that the only available spot was 
with someone she didn’t know. 

Beth took her seat and a 
friendly gentleman, Doug, 
greeted her warmly. Scrabble 
was the game of choice and after sharing 
pleasantries, Beth began to play in earnest 
while Doug seemed distracted from what 
he had said was his favorite game.

“I’m sorry,” Doug said. “It’s just that 
I’ve got a lot on my mind.” Beth replied, 
“I know we’ve just met but if you want to 
talk, I’m a good listener.” 

Doug’s smile was one of relief. “It’s 
my grandkids. They’re Jewish, but I’m 
not. I’m Christian. It’s getting more com-
plicated by the day.”

Beth shook her head almost in disbelief. 
Here she was, sitting with someone she’d 
just met, and the conversation had turned 
to religion. Nonetheless, Beth knew she 
had to share.

“I understand,” Beth began. “I’m  
Jewish, but my three grandchildren are 
being brought up Catholic. It gets con-
fusing for me too.”

Although they may not be 
versed in current statistics, Beth 
and Doug represent a growing 
trend in Jewish-Christian inter-
faith relations. According to a 
Pew Research Center report 
titled “Review and Analysis of 
the Interfaith Marriage Data,” 
published May 12, 2021, on the 
Center for Radically Inclusive 
Judaism’s website, interfaith 
marriage rates continue to climb. 
Today, “72% of non-Orthodox 

Jews who married between 2010 and 2020 
are intermarried.”

Beth and Doug’s confusion — and 
occasional discomfort — reflects this grow-
ing national trend. Their feelings inspired 
author and Brandeis Women’s Studies 
Research Center scholar Ruth Nemzoff to 
create a four-session course aimed at bridg-
ing the gap: the chasm between non-Jewish 
grandparents, like Doug, and their obser-
vant Jewish grandchildren, as well as  
Jewish grandparents, like Beth, whose 
grandchildren are being raised Christian.

An expert on interfaith issues, Ruth 
believes it is essential to create a climate 
where grandparents like Doug and Beth 
can talk and share. Her courses that began 
in 2019 do just that.

For example, Ruth emphasizes, “In 
session one, grandparents explore how 
to pass down what’s meaningful to them 

while honoring the choices their kids 
have made.”

She also focuses one class on Jewish 
holidays and how a Jewish grandparent 
can diplomatically introduce Jewish cele-
brations to their son or daughter’s Chris-
tian family and how Christian grandpar-
ents can do the same. 

Ruth reminds grandparents that 
“December doesn’t have to be a com-
petition,” and that opening a discussion 
about holiday celebrations can create an 
environment of cultural understanding 
for their grandchildren.

Experts in the field of Interfaith Family 
Relations offer suggestions that include 
an emphasis on the positives, and grand-
parents themselves share their wisdom 
derived from their own lived experience. 

As one Jewish grandmother of Cath-
olic grandchildren says, “Lose the guilt. 
As parents of our adult children, we know 
that we gave our kids the best we could 
at the time. If they’ve found another spir-
itual path, we should applaud their choice 
to raise their children guided by spiritual 

principles — even if those principles come 
from a religion different from our own.”

“Find a group,” says a Catholic grand-
parent who works hard to understand the 
Jewish traditions observed by his grand-
children. “Me and another grandparent 
got together and posted on social media 
so that we could help each other out. We 
found the Facebook page called Interfaith 
Family Groups. We share articles, ideas 
and even books our grandkids can read to 
learn about their grandparents’ religion.” 

The international interfaith organiza-
tion, 18 Doors, formerly InterfaithFamily.
com, offers resources for interfaith fami-
lies, including a recent virtual discussion: 
“Not sure how to talk to your adult child 
about their observance of Passover and 
Easter, and how you can connect with 
your grandchild?” 

The organization, 18 Doors, and many 
other local, Jewish Federation-sponsored 
groups, remind grandparents that a world 
of resources await them — and most of 
all, “You’re not alone.”

Rabbi Barbara Aiello served the Aviva 
Campus for Senior Life as resident rabbi 
for 10 years. Her most popular columns are 
now published in her recent book, “Aging 
Jewishly,” available on Amazon books. 
Rabbi Barbara lives and works in Italy 
where she is rabbi of Italy’s first Recon-
structionist synagogue. Contact her at 
Rabbi@RabbiBarbara.com. 

“Today, “72% of  
non-Orthodox Jews who 

married between 2010 and 
2020 are intermarried.”
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Talent SOUTHWEST FLORIDA  JEWS 
Presents

HeritageJewish Day

JetBlue Park | 11500 Fenway South Drive | Fort Myers

 SIGN UP TODAY AND SHINE ON STAGE.
AMY HALLOCK, EVENTS@JFEDLCC.ORG

jewishfederationlcc.org/calendar

� Calling All Performers! � Now Seeking Contestants!  
� Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd Place
� Kosher Food � Local Vendors � Entertainment

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2026 (2-5 P.M.) 

got

Be part of our Jewish Heritage Day Celebration - your moment is waiting!

Think you’ve got what it takes? 
Come Celebrate Jewish Pride, Community & Talent!

 Brian	
    Simon

Wis the weirdest letter. 
It’s the only letter 

whose name is more 
than one syllable, unless you 
count “LMNOP” as one letter. 

It’s the only letter whose 
name contains a hyphen. It’s 
spelled double-u. And its plu-
ral is double-ues, which even 
spellcheck doesn’t recognize! 

It’s obviously named after 
the letter U, but it looks like it 
should be double-V. In fact, it 
is called double-V in French, Spanish, 
and Scandinavian languages.

The history of the W goes back to the 
spread of Christianity and Latin into the 
British Isles. The Latin alphabet did not 
have a vowel U. It used the same let-
ter V for both the “vuh” sound and the 
“oo” sound. Thus, the Roman Goddess 
of Love was spelled Venvs. The great 
leader was Jvlivs Caesar. And, in Mel 
Brooks “History of the World, Part I,” 
the character Swiftus yells at Comicus, 
“You are nuts! N-V-T-S, nuts!”

Anyway, back to England — the 
English language had a “wuh” sound, 
and the new Latin alphabet had no way 
to make that. 

The sharp, angular lines of the V were 
easier to inscribe or carve into stone, 
while the letter printed on paper tended 
to have softer edges, not unlike the U. 
At some point — perhaps in the second 

century — book scripts 
began to distinguish the 
U from the V. Then, when 
medieval scribes had to make 
the “wuh” sound, they chose 
a new symbol: “uu.” 

“Uu” is called a digraph, 
where two letters combine to 
make a new, distinct sound. 
Other digraphs in English 
include “sh” as in shoe, “th” 
as in think, and “ch” as in 
L’Chayim. 

The new symbol eventually became 
recognized as a letter of its own, although 
it was adopted slowly. The 16th cen-
tury German grammarian Valentin Ick-
elsamer wrote, “Poor w is so infamous 
and unknown that many barely know 
either its name or its shape, not those 
who aspire to being Latinists, as they 
have no need of it, nor do the Germans, 
not even the schoolmasters, know what 
to do with it or how to call it; some call 
it ‘we,’ others call it ‘uu,’ the Swabians 
call it ‘auwauwau.’”

I mean! Swabians? Auwauwau? I 
wish auwauwau had stuck, if only for 
the possibility that URL’s would sound 
like the teacher in Charlie Brown: 
auwauwau auwauwau auwauwau-dot-  
ickelsamer-dot-e-d-u.

The German alphabet adopted the W 
as a letter but still pronounced it as “vuh.” 
That reminds me of an old joke. I saw 

it on Benny Hill, but I’m sure you’ve 
heard it somewhere else. Two men are 
standing at the airport gate. One man asks 
the other, “Is it pronounced Hawaii or 
Havaii? The other man replies, “Havaii.” 
The first says, “Thank you.” The other 
replies, “You’re velcome.”

Other Latin-based languages managed 
to make the “wuh” sound by combin-
ing other vowels. For example, “oui” 
in French and “bueno” in Spanish, but 
that doesn’t explain how we pronounce 
“one” in English.

Elmer Fudd made the “wuh” sound 
from R’s and L’s, as in “Wascawy 
Wabbit.”

The invention of the printing press 
may have led to the current shape of 
the W, with its straight, angular lines. 
It looks more like two V’s than two 
U’s, although Cotton Mather’s book  
describing the Salem witch trials was 
printed like this in 1693: Being an 

Account of the Tryals of Several UUitches 
Lately Executed in New-England. 

The letter W was outlawed in Tur-
key for almost 100 years! In 1928, 
Turkey changed its alphabet from an 
Arabic-based system with almost 500 
characters* to a Latin-based system 
with only 29. They wanted to modern-
ize the country and improve literacy. 
But they forbade anyone from using 
W, Q, or X because they wanted to dis-
courage the use of minority languages,  
like Kurdish. 

*500 characters! Can you imagine 
how hard it was to learn the alphabet 
song in old Turkish? That would be like 
trying to memorize all the digits of pi. 
Parents would brag about how their 
kids knew all their letters before high 
school, the way we brag about read-
ing Harry Potter books. It would be 
like learning the lyrics to “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” if all the words were non- 
sequitors like Scaramouche, magnifico,  
and Beelzebub.

Hebrew doesn’t have the “wuh” 
sound. There is no W in Hebrew, except 
ironically in the English spelling of the 
word “Hebrew.” 

But I come not to bury W, but to praise 
it. W is the widest letter in most English 
fonts, a fact many of us can relate to. You 
be you, double-u! We love you. Or, as 
Elmer Fudd might say, “we wuv you.” 

The history of the W  
goes back to the  

spread of Christianity  
and Latin into the  

British Isles.

The weird, wide world of W 
By Brian Simon
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Jewish Heritage Game...

Take Me Out to Jewish Heritage Day!

Join the community for an unforgettable afternoon at the 
Red Sox vs. Phillies game. Don’t miss this special event 

filled with pride, unity, and baseball fun!

Grab your seats for the game and cheer with our community 
as we celebrate Jewish pride at the ballpark.

Tickets go fast—get yours now and be part of the excitement!

The Jewish Heritage Day
Festival, follows on 

Sunday, March 22nd!! 

BOSTON RED SOX PHILADELPHIA PHILLIESVS
9 MARCH 2026

ON FIELD EXPERIENCE

11:30 AM

TICKET (COVERED SEATS)

$ 38

GAME STARTS

1:05 PM

FOR TICKETS: jewishfederationlcc.org/calendar

JetBlue Park | 11500 Fenway South Drive | Fort Myers

at the BallPark!

Save 
the Date

Saturday, February 14, 2026

6:00 – 10:00pm

Temple Beth El Dubin Center

Saturday, February 14, 2026
6:00 – 10:00pm

Temple Beth El Dubin Center

RSVP at www.templebethel.com 

or call 239-433-0018.  

Enjoy Food - Photo Booth – Auction 

DJ playing Oldie Goldies – Ice Cream Bar 

Lots of Nostalgia – and a

live performance by former 

TBE Cantorial Soloist, Joe Goldovitz and Co.

Come as you are or dress to impress, 

50s style! 

Bring your friends and reserve tables for eight.

Sponsored by theTemple Beth El Sisterhood 

Grow your business with L’CHAYIM.
Reach nearly 3,000 local Jewish households through this paper.

For more information or to place an ad,  
contact Bryana at 239.481.4449 x5 or Brigarcia@jfedLCC.org.
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Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the 

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

of Lee & Charlo�e Counties

of Lee & Charlo�e Counties

Jewish War Veterans
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400
By Eryka Aptaker

JEWISH WAR VETERANS — Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400
(239) 246-3151

Guest speaker Dr. Motti Charter; 

Veterans Day service at Temple Beth-El

Guest speaker Lt. Col. Derek Knuffke, retired

We had very interesting and infor-
mative speakers at our October 
and November meetings. 

Starting with our October guest speaker, 
retired Lt. Col. Derek Knuffke spoke to the 
group. Derek retired from the U.S. Army 
in 2015 after 21 years as a soldier. Derek 
gave us an informative talk about the Coa-
lition Provisional Authority (CPA) and 
Combat Operations in Iraq. After retiring in 
2015, he worked as a corporate recruiter in 
defense contracting and additionally served 
as a JROTC instructor in Denver, Colo-
rado. More importantly, he is the future 
son-in-law to Mashall and Bo Lieberman. 
Thank you for the wonderfully interesting 
presentation, Derek! 

For our November meeting, we were 
fortunate to have Dr. Motti Charter, a repeat 
guest speaker. Motti is the son of Com-
mander Harvey Charter and his lovely 
wife Barbara Charter. Over the past two 
years, Motti has served more than 480 
days in the IDF, across four deployments. 
It was very interesting to hear, first-hand, 
what has been transpiring in Israel. As he 
stated, we only see and hear a very small 
part of the news. Motti was very informa-
tive and answered the questions which so 
many of us had. 

Also in November, Jewish War Vet-
erans Post 400 par-
ticipated in a Veter-
ans Day service at 
Temple Beth-El. As 
always, it was an 
honor to be present. 
Thank you, Rabbi 
Luna, for remem-
bering our veterans!

For those who 
have contributed in 
our efforts to raise 
funds for helmets 
and vests to send to 
IDF, we want to say 
thank you for your 
kindness and com-
passion in helping 
the brave men and 
women who serve. 

Although this edition of L’Chayim 
comes out after Hanukkah has ended, 
we still want to say “Chag Hanukkah 
sameach.” 

As always in these articles, we ask that 
you consider joining this amazing and 

dedicated group. Join us as we engage in 
great conversation over bagels and cream 
cheese. Jewish War Veterans, founded in 
1896, is the oldest continuing veterans 
organization in America. We are chal-
lenged in the pursuit of new mem-

bers to keep 
our organi-
zation alive. 
With the loss 
of many of our 
WWII veterans 
and older members, 
we are striving to 
have members of our 
younger generation(s) 
join and show support 
to the JWV. We have 

a Patron membership for non-veterans. 
If your family members were veterans, 
think about honoring them by joining the 
JWV Post 400. 

I joined in honoring the mem-
ory of my father, a Korean War 

veteran. It was the best deci-
sion I have ever made. This 
group has been a blessing in 
my life and some of the mem-

bers have become like family to 
me. You would be a part of a very 

dedicated, committed and welcoming 
group of individuals. We hope to see you 
at our future meetings! 

For questions regarding joining our 
group, please contact Harvey Charter at 
239-246-3151. 
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Resonance
By Ida Margolis and Shelley Lieb

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
genshoah@hmcec.org

Ida Margolis and Shelley Lieb

Welcome to 2026!
By Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold and Marcia Rudin

Many of us in Southwest Flor-
ida brace ourselves for the 
month of January, because it 

is the coldest month. Its average day-
time temperatures are approximately 
73 to 75 degrees Fahrenheit; average 
nighttime temperatures are approxi-
mately 55 to 57 degrees Fahrenheit. If 
you are reading this article north of Flor-
ida, you are probably wishing for such  
“warm” temperatures.

And there is another reason why we 
come to the month of January with some 
consternation — there are no Jewish hol-
idays in January this year! This year, Tu 
B’Shvat starts on Sunday evening, the first 
of February. 

So, what to do during the “dry” month 
of January? Let’s read Torah! 

This year, we will read the first four 
portions of the Book of Exodus during 
the month of January. On the Shabbatot 
of January, we will be concerned with our 
Egyptian sojourn starting about 13 centu-
ries before the common era (B.C.E.). We 
were slaves for hundreds of years —  the 
Torah says 400 years, but it appears likely 
it was actually closer to 200 years — until 
the Eternal One chose Moses to work His 
miracles until we were able to leave Egypt 
for the Promised Land. 

All this (and more) will be recounted 
in exquisite detail in our Torah during 
the month of January. Come to Chavu-
rat Shalom’s Shabbat service on Friday 
evenings at 7:30 p.m. to hear an inter-
esting talk on the Torah’s portion of the 
week. Come to the exclusive Torah Talk 
on the second Tuesday of the month for 
an in-depth discussion at 7:30 p.m.

Upcoming services and events
Our Chavurat Shalom programs are under-
way for the winter season. 

Our Friday night Shabbat services con-
tinue every week throughout the year at 
7:30 p.m. Services are led by Chavurat 
Shalom members, with English readings, 
Hebrew and English singing, and Torah 
reading with commentary by a member. 

The weekly Shabbat services are 
coordinated by Drs. Ellen Feingold and 
Kathy Zoss and include volunteer par-
ticipants. This gives our membership an 
opportunity to explore Judaism on our 
own without the guidance of clergy, wid-
ening our understanding of our Jewish 
heritage through personal exploration 
of our Biblical texts.

On the first Tuesday of the month 
at 7:30 p.m., we enjoy our informal 
“Schmooze” sessions. 

Torah Talk, when we study the Parsha 
of the week together, is the second Tues-
day of the month at 7:30 p.m. 

The third Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. is 
“Leonard Minsky Jewish Current Events.”

The fourth Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. is set 
aside for the lecture and discussion series. 

Everyone is welcome to attend our 
events. All activities are held via Zoom, 
with in-person gatherings on Sanibel Island 
and Fort Myers planned occasionally. 

Email us at chavuratshalom@gmail.
com or visit our website at chavuratshalom 
ofswflorida.org to get further information 
about these events. All times are Eastern 
Standard Time.

Contributions
Chavurat Shalom members and the greater 
community have the opportunity to show 
their Jewishness by making a donation to 
the Tzedakah Committee. 

The committee recently donated funds 
to: Jewish Council of Public Affairs; End 
Jew Hatred Movement of the Lawfare Proj-
ect; Jewish Federation of North America; 
Gladiolus Food Pantry; F.I.S.H.; Stand 
With Us; Hillel International; and Jewish 
Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties.

In the past, the committee contrib-
uted funds to: Jewish Federation of Los 

Angeles; Friends of the IDF; M’ever La 
Yam (Across the Sea); Rambam Hospi-
tal (Haifa); Soroka Hospital (Beersheva); 
Israel Children’s Fund; Friends of ERAN; 
American Friends of Rambam Hospi-
tal; American Friends of Saroka Medical 
Center; American Friends of Leket Israel; 
American Friends of the IDF; Sar-El; AID 
Coalition; Brothers and Sisters for Israel; 
American Friends of Magen David Adom; 
F.I.S.H. (Sanibel); Gladiolus Food Pantry 
(Fort Myers); Jewish Federation of Lee 
& Charlotte Counties (Fort Myers); St. 
Matthews House (Naples and Fort Myers); 
Harry Chapin Food Bank (Fort Myers); 
Planned Parenthood of Southwest Flor-
ida; Association of Rape Crisis Centers 
(Israel); The Shelter for Abused Women 
and Children (Naples); Cycle Forward 
(Lee County); Quality of Life Center (Fort 
Myers); and the JOINT Distribution Com-
mittee (funds designated for Ukraine).

If you wish to contribute, send your 
check payable to:

Chavurat Shalom of SWFL
P.O. Box 722
Sanibel, FL 33957
Please mark “Tzedakah” on the  

memo line. 
Chavurat Shalom is a qualified 501(c)(3)  

non-profit organization. 

CHAVURAT SHALOM OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

Sebring Bowl with swastika in 1920s Ohio Collection at Holocaust 
Museum & Cohen Education Center - Photo by Cody Rademacher

Though this article does not intend to 
directly compare the unique expe-
rience of the Holocaust with cur-

rent events, it explores the reality of past 
traumatic experiences that can resonate 
in the present.

For many Holocaust survivors and their 
descendants, what happens in the world 
today can quickly and painfully send them 
back to yesterday. There are many occa-
sions, events, or news items that may have 
a jarring resonance for Holocaust survivors 
and their descendants, such as: bearing 
witness to someone's arrest without due 
process, reading about hungry children, 
hearing derogatory language directed at 
individuals or groups of people, the ban-
ning of books, seeing pictures of military 
soldiers in cities, or coming across a swas-
tika symbol painted in a public place.

When one reads about renting an 
Airbnb with a swastika-like design embed-
ded into the floor corners — a symbol that 
represented hate, persecution, and death 
for many innocent people — it resonates. 
Swastika. Or sauvastika. Facing right or 
left. Ancient history or recent, it probably 
doesn't matter, particularly for survivors 
and their descendants. 

In a recent article in the Forward news-
letter titled "So, there was a swastika at my 
Airbnb," journalist PJ Grisar recounts and 
explores his response to this experience. 
Although he wasn't alarmed, he started to 

find out more about it. The image was part 
of a wooden floor in a house in the Hudson 
Valley of New York that dates back to 1866. 
He knew that there was history about this 
symbol that goes back long before it was 
appropriated by the Nazis. You can read the 
article here: forward.com/forward-news-
letters/looking-forward/783793/swasti-
ka-indian-symbol-airbnb-holocaust-nazis/.

According to Smithsonian Magazine 
on smithsonianmag.com, "Archaeologists 
have found the distinctive design on arti-
facts from India, Europe, Africa, China and 
the Americas. When Adolf Hitler co-opted 
it, its meaning changed forever."

Returning to the connection between 
the Holocaust and the present, PJ laments 
that regardless of how far back the history 
of the Jewish people goes, "so much of 
Jewish culture is boiled down to a period 
of about 12 years." He decries that many 
people (including some Jews) base their 

knowledge of the 
Jewish people on 
having read one 
book or seen one 
movie about the 
Holocaust. 

As PJ continues 
to explore this expe-
rience, he quotes 
scholar Miriam 
Udel from her latest book, “Modern Jewish 
Worldmaking Through Yiddish Children's 
Literature,” published in 2025: “The Holo-
caust is, in a profound sense, not a Jewish 
story.” He considers the reason for that 
statement to be startling and important.

“Tales of resistance abound — and 
should be emphasized — but it’s still pri-
marily a story in which something was 
done to the Jews, and for reasons the Jews 
had no real control over,” said PJ.

Why should the Jews let their enemies 
distort the much bigger whole 
of Jewish history and traditions? 
It is hard to let go of the Holo-
caust resonance that turns up in so 
much of daily life. Try to remem-
ber that, in the words of the author, 
“there’s far more to Jewish life 
than death.”

Perhaps these symbols, 
actions, words, and policies 
are lessons of the Holocaust as 
reminders to pay attention to pre-
vent it from happening again. For 
many survivors and their descen-
dants, this resonance as part of 
their present is a reminder of the 
past, but not as a determiner of 
the future. Swastika in floor
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JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA (833) 547-7935

Marina Berkovich

Let’s start the New Year 
together with the Jew-
ish Historical Society 

of Southwest Florida. One 
2026 fundraiser ticket cov-
ers admission to both events.

Sunday, Jan. 4 – 
Annual Fundraiser 
Luncheon 
Noon, Nina Iser Jewish 
Cultural Center
Marcia Jo Zerivitz is the forceful individ-
ual behind the establishment of Florida 
Jewish History Month (FJHM). Her pre-
sentation, “Jews of Florida: Centuries of 
Stories,” will be shown to our audience. 
We recommend you attend even if you 
previously heard it or have the book. 
This powerful, fast-paced presentation 
is fact-filled, and you will be impressed 
catching the many items you did not 
remember or those that you never knew. 

Thursday, Jan. 22 – “A  
Jewish Visionary: Jane Schiff” 
2 p.m., Nina Iser Jewish Cultural Center
We will premiere the new documentary 
in our Southwest Florida Jewish Pioneers 
Series, “A Jewish Visionary: Jane Schiff.” 
Jane is the immediate JFGN Board Pres-
ident. This film covers Florida-related 
past of the Schiff family and explains 
the JFGN lobby art. 

Jewish history 
Jewish history is not the same 
as the history of genocides 
and holocausts that, through 
the ages, sought the extinc-
tion of the Jewish people — 
or the People of the Book, or 
the Twelve Tribes of Israel, as 
Jews are referred to through 
different eras.

The Jewish people have risen from 
the ashes and endured persecution time 
and again, moving into new, often unex-
plored or unsettled lands. They inevi-
tably brought with them a portable set 
of values that cannot be eradicated — 
resilience, a drive to succeed, commit-
ment to work and education, the better-
ment of themselves and their neighbors, 
and love for future generations. Jews do 
not build synagogues or monuments to 
commemorate their own achievements.  
Jews build these spaces to preserve tradi-
tions and pass them on from generation 
to generation.

By the time World War II started in 
1939, there were 16.6 million Jews in the 
world. By the start of 2025, the Jewish 
population had reached 15.8 million — 
almost completely replenished. It took 
only 85 years! We do not need to enu-
merate every instance of suffering and 
pain; they are generally documented, 

from ghettos to extermination camps, 
from Stalin’s Gulag to the expulsion of 
Jews from every Muslim-majority nation. 
At times, it seems that Jewish history is 
rooted in the history of suffering.

The Jewish Historical Society of 
Southwest Florida plays a key role in 
documenting the region’s Jewish his-
tory, focusing on the overwhelmingly 
positive and progressive contributions of 
Florida’s Jewish community. By choice, 
these settlers came to a state that did not 
allow Jewish settlement for more than 
250 years. But for the grace of God and 
many courageous Southwest Florida  
Jewish pioneers, the region became 
one of the most desirable corners of the 
world, offering refuge, tolerance and 
acceptance for Jewish people.

Florida Jewish History Month 
(FJHM) was established by Governor 
Jeb Bush in 2003. Many newcomers 
relocated since then and are not aware. 
Celebrate with us!

JHSSWF work depends on your 
support. We appreciate you sharing the 
information about our events and educa-
tional programs. Register at jhsswf.org/ 
upcoming-events/.

Our telephone number is 833-347-
7935 (833-JHS-SWFL). Kindly direct 
all correspondence, including contribu-
tions and renewals to P.O. Box #10075, 
Naples, Florida 34101.

The Jewish Historical Society of 
Southwest Florida is a section 501(c)
(3) charitable organization. Contribu-
tions are deductible to the fullest extent 
allowed by law. 

Florida Jewish History Month 2026
By Marina Berkovich, JHSSWF President

America’s 250th 
birthday rubric
January facts for every  

Jewish Floridian
Jan. 17, 1728 – The first  

synagogue in New York City 
was established: Shearith  

Israel congregation.
Jan. 1, 1791 – Catherine  
the Great established Pale  
of Settlement to restrict  

Russian Jews to it.
Jan. 1, 1863 – U.S. General 

Ulysses S. Grant revoked  
his antisemitic General  

Order No. 11.
January 2003 – The first  

Florida Jewish History  
Month was designated  

by Gov. Jeb Bush.

Leading with light
A new chapter for Collier/Lee Hadassah

By Shelley Einhorn, President Collier/Lee Chapter of Hadassah

HADASSAH Collier/Lee Chapter
(732) 539-4011

Iam happy and proud 
to introduce myself as 
Hadassah’s Collier/Lee 

Chapter’s president as of Jan. 
8, 2026. It’s an honor to lead 
and to serve such a historic 
and respected organization. 
Our founder, Henrietta Szold, 
lived a life that showed that 
one person can make a dif-
ference. Our chapter moves 
forward thanks to our many generous 
and active members and leaders. 

As we celebrated Hanukah, we were 
reminded of “the light we carry forward.” 
The symbolic resilience of the Jewish 
people is evidenced by Hadassah. One 
of their most well-known achievements 
is its support of the Hadassah Medical 
Organization in Jerusalem, home to two 
of Israel’s leading hospitals Ein Kerem 
and Mount Scopus. The light of heal-
ing, teaching and research to the Jew-
ish, Arab, Christian, and Druze people. 
Hadassah carries the light forward. 

Following the tragedy of Oct. 7, 
2023, the lights went on at the Gandel 

Rehabilitation Center on 
Mount Scopus in Jerusa-
lem. Opened months earlier 
than expected , this center 
welcomed PTSD victims of 
trauma, as well as hundreds 
with physical injuries. For all 
Israelis, we shined the light of 
Jewish resilience. 

In Jerusalem, Hadassah 
patients are accommodated 

deep underground in a new Intensive 
Care Unit: safe from conventional, bio-
logical, and chemical attack. Six new 
operating theaters at Ein Kerem Cam-
pus Round Building must be equipped 
with the necessary orthopedic high-tech 
instruments that can best treat victims 
of modern warfare. 

Come and join us in our Collier/Lee 
Chapter of Hadassah as we support life-
saving treatment and ground-breaking 
research in Hadassah hospitals, youth 
programs in Israel for at risk children, 
and women’s health education and advo-
cacy. I hope to see you soon! 

Am Yisrael Chai 

Shelley Einhorn 

You Are Invited 

Jan. 8 – Installation of officers in Naples. Dr. Judith Mann,  
National HMO Chair is our speaker. 

Jan. 14 – Fort Myers-Estero-Cape Coral area “Connect With  
Hadassah Tea” at Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

Feb. 23 – Spring luncheon meeting: Lunch and Learn.  
A potluck lunch with a program about how Hadassah  

advocates for its mission and values. 

Feb. 27 and 28 – Hadassah Shabbat Zachor, Friday, Feb. 27  
at Temple Shalom; Saturday, Feb. 28 at Beth Tikvah Synagogue. 

March 15 – Collier/Lee’s fifth annual Inspiring Women  
Luncheon, honoring local women whose work and  

efforts make a difference in our communities. 

April 26 – Women’s Health Symposium: collaborating,  
informing, empowering all attendees. Founding members are  

Collier/Lee Hadassah, Sisterhood of Temple Shalom, Women’s  
Cultural Alliance, Jewish Federation of Greater Naples, and  

Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties. 
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Long-Term Care Planning
Estate Planning

Probate
Let Our Family Take Care of Yours

239.948.1823 • www.lyons-law.com 

Richard D. Lyons,
Founding Partner 

Abby Lyons,
Associate Attorney

TEMPLE BETH EL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Fort Myers

Allison Fego, Religious School Coordinator

In a month filled with music, reflec-
tion, hands-on creativity, and mean-
ingful conversations, students across 

the Religious School engaged deeply 
with Jewish learning and community 
building. From our youngest learn-
ers exploring the beauty of Shabbat to  
older students reflecting on their up- 
coming b’nai mitzvah, the classrooms 
were alive with curiosity, compassion, 
and connection.

Exploring Shabbat  
and Hebrew letters
Our Jewish Life Vocabulary incor-
porated Shin ׁש / Sin ׂש: peace, rest, 
and familiar sounds.

In the elementary grades, students 
continued their exploration of Shab-
bat, learning the letters shin ׁש and 
sin ׂש along with vocabulary such as: 
Shabbat and Shalom. Zayin ז: remem-
bering, pairs, and olives. 

Later in the week, the focus 
shifted to the letter zayin ז, accompa-
nied by vocabulary including zachor 
(remember), zug (pair), and zayit (olive). 
Students reviewed vowel markings and 
created personalized Hebrew flashcards 
to bring home.

Creativity in action
Students created a collaborative Shab-
bat quilt, now displayed on the bulletin 
board outside the classrooms. Students 
explored what community means and 
built 3D community models using class-
room materials. While preparing to learn 
about the upcoming holiday of Hanukkah 
some of the students had some Hanuk-
kah fun and Mad Lib laughs. 

B’nai Mitzvah reflections 
with the older class
Rabbi Luna got a chance to sit down 
with our older students and engaged in 
deep reflection about their upcoming 
b’nai mitzvah milestones. They shared 
concerns about time management, fam-
ily dynamics, and expectations. A val-
ues-based exercise helped students con-
nect to the deeper meaning behind the 
b’nai mitzvah experience.

Overflowing with  
spirit and connection
From singing and creativity to reflection 
and community engagement, the month 
showcased the vibrancy and depth of 
the Religious School experience. Our 
students always look forward to coming 
back from winter break as they head into 
the season of Tu Bi’shvat, our congrega-
tions Mitzvah Day and Purim. 

Taken together, these moments paint 
a vibrant picture of a school community 
deeply engaged in learning, reflection, 
and tradition. With every lesson, activity, 
and conversation, our students continue 
to strengthen both their Jewish identity 
and their bonds with one another. 

Changing your address? Keep 
L’CHAYIM coming to your home. 

Email Brigarcia@jfedlcc.org.
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As we enter a new month and con-
tinue through the winter season, 
we carry with us the glow of the 

Chanukah lights. Though the holiday 
has ended, the warmth and inspiration 
of those candles remind us that even a 
small flame can brighten the darkest days. 

In Jewish tradition, we are taught that 
we do not drive out darkness by push-
ing against it — we simply illuminate 

it. Even the smallest flame can brighten 
an entire room, and when one flame 
lights another, it does not lose any of 
its own light. A single act of kindness, a 
moment of learning, a spark of hope can  
change everything.

This powerful idea is woven into our 
approach to Jewish education. Every 
week in our Religious School, we see 
our students bringing more light into the 

world through their curiosity, enthusi-
asm, and kindness toward one another. 
When they learn a new Hebrew letter, 
recite a blessing or a prayer, do a mitz-
vah, ask thoughtful questions, or help a 
friend, they are doing more than gain-
ing knowledge. They are adding light 
— real, lasting, meaningful light — to 
our community.

Our students remind us that light 
doesn’t have to be grand or dramatic to 
matter. Sometimes it shines through a 
smile, a shared snack, volunteering to 
help, singing a prayer with joy, or wel-
coming a new classmate. These small 
moments of goodness create warmth 

far beyond the classroom. They spread 
to families, friends, and the community 
around us.

In challenging or uncertain times, the 
light our children bring becomes even 
more precious. Their resilience, their 
joy in learning, and their natural ability 
to see the good inspire all of us. They 
show us that hope is not something we 
wait for — it is something we create.

May we continue to nurture the 
light within each of our students, so 
that together we can brighten even the 
darkest corners of our world. 

TEMPLE JUDEA RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Fort Myers

Tehila Cherubino, Director of Education 

Jan 2: 5:29 p.m.

Jan 9: 5:34 p.m.

Jan 16: 5:40 p.m.

Jan 23: 5:45 p.m.

Jan 30: 5:50 p.m.

Candle lighting times:

As we enter the new year, we want 
to reflect on the many joys the 
first part of the school year has 

brought. The past few months have been 
filled with lots of fun and learning — 
moments that remind us just how special 
our preschool truly is. We’re excited to 
share some highlights!

Annual Thanksgiving play
Our beloved preschool play returned and 
absolutely melted hearts! Children prac-
ticed their cues, built confidence, and 
showed off their listening skills on stage. 

Thank you to all the fam-
ilies who joined us and to 
the teachers for helping 
the children shine. This 
tradition continues to be 
one of the sweetest parts of  
our year.

Auction and 
fundraiser season
A huge thank you to every-
one who helped bring our 
auction to life through 
donating, sponsoring, and 
attending our event! The 
community support helps 
us maintain our programs 
and enrich experiences for 
our children. We are so 
grateful to the parent and 

grandparent volunteers who dedicated 
countless hours to make the evening 
unforgettable. We also want to thank 
the many alumni families that contrib-
uted to celebrate our 35th anniversary of  
the preschool!

Winter Festival
Our Winter Festival brought families 
together with music, crafts, and beau-
tiful moments of community. The pre-
school students performed winter and 
holiday songs. After the performance, 
the families checked out the Scholastic 
Book Fair and other vendors. Thank you 
to the volunteers who came early, stayed 
late, and added those magical touches that 
made the event so special.

Multicultural Week
Throughout the month of December, fam-
ilies came to share their culture with the 
children. The children spent time explor-
ing different holiday traditions through 
hands-on activities, stories, music, and 
snacks. Their joy and curiosity filled the 
school with warmth during the cold weeks 
of December. We ended the celebration 
with the Hanukkah party on the last day 
of school — full of yummy donuts, lat-
kes, and exchanging of books.

 
Season of giving
Our Pre-K and Threes classes embraced 
the value of giving this holiday season. 
Each child shared how they earned their 
Tzedakah — whether by helping a sib-
ling, doing a kind deed, or lending a hand 
to someone in need. Their stories were 
heartfelt reminders of how capable and 

caring our children are. They brought 
in nonperishable foods to donate to the 
Jewish Federation food pantry for the 
months of November and December. The 
school also collected candy for Soldier’s 
Angels Treats for Troops after Halloween 
to donate to soldiers overseas. 

As we enter January, we focus on 
returning to routines and setting fresh goals 
for the new year. We’re beginning prepa-
rations for our upcoming family events, as 
well as early planning for our spring cele-
brations, Family Fun Day, and graduation. 
Throughout this season, we will continue 
supporting the children as they grow.

Our Sweet Peas (6 weeks–12 months) 
and Twinkle Tots (12–24 months) rooms 
are growing! Please schedule a tour to be 
put on our waitlist. Our older rooms are 
also filling up! We are accepting a limited 
number of students in our Terrific Twos 
classroom. If you are interested in our pro-
gram, please reach out to us at templejudea 
preschool@gmail.com or 239-482-1121. 

TEMPLE JUDEA PRESCHOOL
Fort Myers

Suki Kelly, Preschool Director
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 Flexible Financing
Braces (Metal or Clear)

Call today for a complimentary consultation!

Handcra�ing generations of smiles!

Fort Myers | Estero | Naples 
        

Board Certi�ed Orthodontist
   

GulfCoastOrtho.com
239-561-2258  

Michèle Laboda, DMD and Rosalie Brao, DDS, MS

Providing orthodontic care for 
our community for over 25 years! 

 Adults | Teens | Children

IS YOUR BUSINESS
WORTH MORE THAN
YOU THINK?
Protect and grow the value of your business by
using Living Balance Sheet. See the big picture of
your finances, both business and personal.
Maximize your opportunities and the value of your
business.

COMPLIMENTARY
BUSINESS

VALUATION 

COMPLEMENTARY
LBS DEMO ACCESS

BRIAN SIMON, ChFC, CLU
Financial Advisor
brian.simon@afgfl.com
(239) 246-8928 

Registered Representative and Financial Advisor of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS).
Securities products and advisory services offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC.
Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America
(Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian.
Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. The Living
Balance Sheet® and The Living Balance Sheet® Logo are registered service marks of The
Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. Copyright
2005-2024 Guardian. CA Insurance License #0G10296. 7290473.1 Exp. 11/26

 Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond A good shepherd  

knows how to calm  
his flock, not rile it up.

W hile a seminary 
student in Cin-
cinnati in the mid-

70s, I was privileged to eat 
lunch with Simon Wiesenthal 
during his visit to the school. 
After attending his talk in the 
chapel, I went to the cafeteria 
for lunch and there he was, 
sitting by himself at a corner 
table. I asked if I could join 
him, and he seemed genu-
inely happy for the company.

I didn’t want to intrude on 
his downtime after he gave a very spirited 
talk, so — uncharacteristically — I just 
sat there and let him do the talking, if 
that’s what he wanted to do — and he did.

He spontaneously started by telling 
two jokes, each involving a Jew in a 
passenger compartment on the train in 
Central Europe before WWII. Ask me 
and I’ll be happy to repeat them for you. 
They both had that well-known Ashke-
naic wryness.

After regaling me with his 
pre-Holocaust humor, he sud-
denly got deadly serious. Lean-
ing forward to make his point, 
he said, “The main lesson from 
the Holocaust is that every Jew 
should have a valid passport 
and keep enough currency on 
hand to buy a ticket out of  
the country.”

I have followed his advice 
and shared it with others on 
many occasions ever since.

Do you have a valid passport 
and enough cash at home to buy tick-
ets out of this country if you and yours 
wanted to leave in a hurry? 

Sounds pretty alarmist, right? I agree. 
As a rule, over the last couple of years 

I’ve tried to reassure my people that the 
sky is not falling on America’s Jews. 
I’ve done my best to downplay the fre-
quent reports of a significant uptick in 
antisemitic incidents around the nation, 
often minimizing and dismissing them 

as typical media hype and fundraising 
stratagems. A good shepherd knows how 
to calm his flock, not rile it up.

Although I am still sticking with that 
approach for now, very recently I caught 
myself thinking about where I would go 
if it was “time to get out of dodge.” Of 
course, like most Americans who give 
this sort of thing any thought, I naturally 
seized on Canada at first. But I quickly 
ruled that out since what I know about 

Canada these days would not make it a 
safer place for Jews than an America that 
was turning on us from the top down.

I ended up deciding on Mexico for 
lots of reasons that aren’t important to 
go into now.

Until now I have consistently believed 
that the laws and government institutions 
of America would protect us as Jews and 
serve as a bulwark against this country 
descending into a pervasive, aggressive 
anti-Jewish morass egged on by its polit-
ical leadership.

But after watching how easily these 
laws and institutions can be brushed aside 
with little pushback from the public or 
the economic elite, I’m not so sure, to 
paraphrase William Butler Yeats, that 
“the center can hold” — or, for that mat-
ter, that there is much of a center left 
at all.

I don’t think it is time just yet for 
us to be packing our bags, but why not 
take Simon’s carefully considered advice  
to heart?

Couldn’t hurt, eh?
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at Com-

munity Free Synagogue in Fort Myers. 

The Holocaust’s main lesson
By Rabbi Bruce Diamond

Hanukah and Purim 
are both consid-
ered “minor” fes-

tivals, for which our sages 
established specific rituals 
and practices that are per-
ceived as a Mitzvah. How-
ever, neither of these two 
stories appears in the Torah. 
Both stories describe God’s 
miraculous intervention in 
saving the Jewish people. 
But there is an important 
difference between these two miracles. 

This difference is reflected in one 
of the customs of Purim as opposed 
to Ḥanukah. On Purim, it is a Mitz-
vah to have a Mishte, a festive banquet 
with food and drinks (maybe too many 
drinks). On Ḥanukah, although we enjoy 
eating latkes and sufganiyot, it is not a 

Mitzvah to have a festive dinner, 
not even on the first night of the 
Ḥag (festival).

Rabbi Israel Meir HaCohen, in 
his commentary Mishnah B’rurah,  
explains that the multiple meals 
we have during Ḥanukah are 
optional, not a requirement like in 
Purim. Why? Because on Purim, 
they wanted to kill us, to elim-
inate us, to murder us. The evil 
Haman intended to destroy our 
physical existence, regardless of 

our faith, even if people converted to 
another religion. 

In response to that, we celebrate our 
physical existence on Purim. We dress 
up in funny costumes, and we have a 
Mishte. On the other hand, the story of 
Ḥanukah shows us that Antiochus wanted 
to harm us, deliberately trying to force us 

to give up our beliefs and abandon our 
identity, but not necessarily to kill us.

Between these two celebrations, we 
have an even lesser known one, Tu Bish-
vat, the New Year for the Trees. No spe-
cial stories, no miracles. Orig-
inally, it was an agricultural 
and technical date, so whoever 
planted a tree could determine 
how old it was and calcu-
late when they could enjoy 
its fruits. During the Middle 
Ages, it became a more spiri-
tual and mystical celebration, 
and it grew even more with 
the revival of Jewish presence in the 
land of Israel and the development of 
the Kibbutzim.

So maybe, Tu Bishvat is a miracle 
among miracles. On Ḥanukah, we cel-
ebrate how Hashem saved us through 

the brave actions of the Maccabim. 
On Purim, we remember how Hashem 
blessed us through Esther and Mordechai 
to save our people. In Tu Bishvat, the 
miracle is none other than the respon-

sibility placed in our hands 
— to be the creators of our 
destiny. No wonder that in 
Tu Bishvat, it is customary to 
plant seeds, symbolizing our 
gratitude to God for creating 
the world and its nature, com-
bined with the blessed work of  
humans’ hands. 

Now, if we want to hold 
a Mishte on Tu Bishvat, we will need 
to work hard to do it and to celebrate, 
also, our work.

Ḥag Hailanot Sameaḥ! 
Rabbi David Arias serves at Temple 

Judea in Fort Myers. 

 Rabbi  
     David Arias

So maybe, 
Tu Bishvat 
is a miracle 

among 
miracles

Between two miracles
By Rabbi David Arias
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Why synagogues stick to their own lane
But is it time for a change?

By Cantor Barry Butensky

 Cantor
    Barry
    Butensky

Limited cross-participa-
tion synagogues, at the 
heart of Jewish commu-

nal life, serve as vibrant hubs of 
worship, learning, and fellow-
ship. Yet a curious phenomenon 
persists: while churches and 
mosques often host interfaith 
or even interdenominational 
events, synagogues rarely 
engage in joint activities. 

Whether a holiday cele-
bration, charity drive, or edu-
cational seminar, you won't  
typically see a Reform synagogue crash-
ing an Orthodox shul's Passover Seder, or 
vice versa. It's not snobbery; it's rooted 
in theology, tradition, and practical real-
ities. Let's unpack why synagogues tend 
to keep their doors closed to each other's 
full participation, drawing from history, 
doctrine, and modern dynamics.

Differences in Jewish denominations 
play a huge role. Judaism isn't mono-
lithic. Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, 
Reconstructionist — and even smaller 
streams like Renewal — all interpret 
Torah, Halacha (Jewish law), and cus-
toms differently. For instance, Orthodox 
Jews adhere strictly to traditional prac-
tices, avoiding mixed-gender seating or 
non-kosher catering that might clash with 
their standards. A joint event could mean 
compromising kashrut rules, like serv-
ing wine not certified kosher or altering 
prayer services to suit everyone, which 
feels like diluting authenticity. 

Historically, these divides 
deepened in the 19th and 20th 
centuries as Jews assimilated 
differently across Europe and 
America, birthing denomina-
tions to navigate modernity 
without losing faith. 

Cross-synagogue 
challenges
Today, inter-synagogue activ-
ities risk alienating members 
who see their shul as a safe 
space for uncompromised 

observance. Tradition reinforces this iso-
lation too. Synagogues aren't just build-
ings; they're extensions of the home, like 
a communal sukkah where rituals stay 
intimate. Jewish law emphasizes minyan 
(a quorum of ten for prayers), often within 
one's own community for spiritual purity. 

Cross-participation could blur bound-
aries, especially on sensitive topics like 
conversion or intermarriage, where 
views diverge sharply. Funding comes 
from dues, so synagogues prioritize their 
flock's needs over outreach that might 
drain resources. Practical barriers add fuel, 
and scheduling's a nightmare with varied 
calendars. Insurance and security also 
complicate things. Amid rising antisem-
itism, Synagogues carefully vet guests 
to avoid risks because a shared activity 
could expose vulnerabilities. 

Not to mention the community dynam-
ics: clergy build loyalty through exclusiv-
ity. If your synagogue hosts a rival's event, 

it might siphon members. In small towns 
with one synagogue, this isn't an issue, but 
in cities like New York or Los Angeles or 
even in Southwest Florida, competition 
could be fierce. Or is it really? 

Data from organizations like the 
Union for Reform Judaism shows most 
events stay intra-denominational, with 
only about 20% involving loose collab-
orations, like joint interfaith dialogues 
where Jews unite against external issues, 
not mingle rituals. 

Exceptions do exist, and they are 
often externally driven. Post-9/11 or 
during Israel crises, synagogues team 

up for solidarity rallies, proving unity 
when threats loom. Philanthropy bridges 
gaps when Federations coordinate charity 
without a full merger. Online platforms 
like Zoom have nudged tentative steps, 
like shared Torah studies during COVID 
lockdowns, but even those revert to  
silos post-pandemic. 

Ultimately, non-participation pre-
serves identity in a globalized world. 
It's not rejection; it's respect for diversity 

within Judaism. If synagogues blended 
more, we'd lose the mosaic that makes 
each unique. If you want change, start 
small. True integration might evolve, but 
for now, synagogues thrive by staying in 
their lane, fostering deeper bonds within. 

 
Changing this phenomenon
How could you make it better, mean-
ing get more involvement within all the 
synagogues in town? To pull synagogues 
together for more joint activities, start 
with shared goals over rituals. Organize 
neutral events like inter-synagogue charity 
drives or Israel solidarity rallies — issues 
everyone cares about without clashing. 

Set up a town-wide council of clergy 
to align calendars, maybe meet monthly 
at a coffee shop to plan events or concerts 
that bring all denominations together 
— the commonality of Jewish cultural 
events. Keep it low-stakes; no shared 
worship, just fun. Use social media or 
apps to hype events and get younger 
folks involved. 

Offer incentives, like guest speak-
ers or free childcare, to ease logistics 
for Orthodox and Conservative families 
who can't drive on Shabbat. Build trust 
slowly. If tensions flare, focus on com-
mon ground, like fighting antisemitism 
together. Small wins lead to bigger ones, 
but don't force it; authenticity matters. 
Follow the old expression, “It’s better to 
try and fail, than not try at all”

Cantor Barry Butensky serves at Temple 
Beth Shalom in Cape Coral. 

Today, inter-synagogue 
activities risk alienating 
members who see their 

shul as a safe space 
for uncompromised 

observance.

 Rabbi 
    Nicole Luna

Last month, mem-
bers from Temple 
Beth El gathered 

to learn how to do what 
feels like the impossi-
ble — deal with family 
political differences in a 
constructive way. Mem-
bers of the organization, 
Braver Angels, joined us 
for a workshop called 
“Depolarizing for the 
Holidays.” Braver Angels 
is a national, volunteer-led movement to 
inspire and equip Americans to practice 
courageous citizenship across politi-
cal differences, renew civic culture and 
build trust. I am honored to have recently 
joined the Board of the SWFL Braver 
Angels Alliance. 

As Jews, we have always known our 
welfare is intertwined with the place in 
which we live. The prophet Jeremiah 
preached to the Jews living in Babylon 
2,600 years ago, “seek the peace of the 
city to which I have caused you to be 
in exile, for in its shalom, you will find 
shalom.” Shalom here meaning, welfare, 
prosperity or peace. 

The welfare of our country matters 
to our safety and well-being as Jews. 
Right now as a society, we know the 

polarization feels toxic, the divide 
seems wider than ever, the lan-
guage is dangerous. And yet, the 
vast majority of Americans do not 
want to participate in a violent cul-
tural war with people who disagree 
with them. We want to live in a 
democracy that can advance free-
dom, safety, opportunity, and justice 
for every one of us and our families.

So, we gathered to learn the 
skills of how to lower the tempera-
ture in conversations that might 

take place around the Shabbat table or 
among our neighbors, how to acknowl-
edge our own biases, and how to engage 
in a productive conversation about polit-
ical differences. 

We have in our Torah a classic case 
study of a family where a disagreement 
went off the rails, pitting husband against 
wife, brother against brother, leading to 
deceit and threats. 

Our own matriarch and patriarch, 
Isaac and Rebecca, have a massive dis-
agreement about the future of the Jewish 
people. Who will carry on the legacy of 
Abraham and Isaac? Who will be the 
next leader? What qualities should that 
leader possess? 

Isaac favors their son, Esau. Rebecca 
favors their son Jacob. One day, Isaac 

tells Esau that he is prepared to give 
him the blessing bestowing his inheri-
tance and status as the next patriarch of 
the Jewish people. Rebecca overhears 
Isaac, and instead of speaking to him and 
discussing her concerns, she instructs 
Jacob to present himself as Esau and 
steal the blessing. At this point Isaac is 
old and can’t see well, and though he’s 
a little skeptical, he ultimately blesses 
Jacob, naming him as heir. When Esau 
finds out, he is furious and plots to kill 
his brother. 

This is an extreme 
example! But at its core, 
this story is about a dis-
agreement in the family 
about who is most quali-
fied to be a leader, about 
who should carry on the 
mantle of God’s promise 
to Abraham. This disagree-
ment had real outcomes. 
We pray to the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, not Abra-
ham, Isaac and Esau. 

Imagine if Rebecca and Isaac had 
learned the Braver Angels skills for 
a constructive conversation: Listen, 
Acknowledge, Pivot, Perspective. Listen 
for the other person’s values. Acknowl-
edge the other person’s view and the 

strength of their feelings. Pivot gen-
tly to shift the conversation and then 
share your perspective. Who knows 
how the story of our people would have 
unfolded if Rebecca and Isaac had had 
that conversation. 

Ultimately in our conversations, the 
point is not to find a magic resolution 
but to acknowledge differences so they 
do not become destructive. Perhaps 
Rebecca and Isaac end the conversation 
still holding different conclusions, but 

feeling heard, respected 
and united in purpose. 

We can do the same. 
We can engage in healthy 
disagreement with our 
family and friends. We 
can lower the tempera-
ture of rage and extrem-
ism. We can have civil 
discussions with those 
we disagree with. We can 
be proud Jews and learn 

from the wisdom of our tradition. May 
the conversations we hold be filled with 
curiosity and empathy. May they bring 
us closer together in understanding and 
with hope. 

Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers. 

Constructive skills for tough conversations
By Rabbi Nicole Luna

The welfare of 
our country 

matters to our 
safety and  
well-being  
as Jews.
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 Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

In the Torah portion and New 
Book that we start Jan. 10, 
"Shemot," we read the inci-

dent where Moses came upon two 
Jews (Datan and Aviram) in the 
midst of an argument. When one 
man lifted his hand to strike the 
other, Moses cried out, "Rasha! 
(Evil one!) Why do you strike 
your fellow?" Moses called him 
a rasha even though he had not 
yet delivered the blow, as the very 
act of raising one's hand against 
another person is forbidden.

Any individual who lifts his hand 
against another is termed a rasha, even 
if he does not actually hit him. But why 
is it prohibited to raise one's hand? 
Why is it considered such a serious  
transgression?

To explain, man was created for the 
sole purpose of serving his Maker, to 

learn Torah and perform 
mitzvot in accordance with 
G-d's will.

The human body is com-
prised of many different 
limbs, each one of which 
must be properly utilized 
in the service of G-d. Some 
mitzvot are performed with 
the feet, others through the 
power of speech, and yet 
others with the nose. Each 
and every limb has a specific 
purpose, designed to carry 

out its own particular commandments.
So too has the human hand been cre-

ated to perform G-d's mitzvot. There 
are many commandments that are done 
with the hands: donning tefilin, building 
a suka, lighting Shabbat candles, etc.

The hand is especially suited to per-
form the mitzva of tzedaka (charity). With 

our hands we take a coin and give it to a 
poor person or place it in a tzedaka box, 
as the Torah enjoins us, "You shall surely 
open up your hand."

The primary function of the hand is 
to do good for others. When a person 
argues with his fellow man and lifts his 

hand as if to strike him, he is using that 
hand to bring him harm — the opposite 
of the purpose for which it was created.

For this reason, Moses called the man 
a rasha, for it is evil to use the hand which 

G-d has created for good in a negative 
fashion. Indeed, it is a serious transgres-
sion to pervert the potential for good 
into a potential for evil. Moses, there-
fore, became angry even before the blow 
was delivered.

A person who hits his fellow and 
causes him pain commits a sin "between 
man and his fellow man."

A person who lifts his hand in anger, 
even though he does not strike the other 
person, commits a sin "between man and 
G-d" by distorting the very purpose for 
which the hand was created.

Let us therefore use our hands — and 
all our limbs — to carry out G-d's will and 
serve Him. For that is the true purpose 
for which man was created.

Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves  
at Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest  
Florida. 

Indeed, it is a  
serious transgression  
to pervert the potential 

for good into a  
potential for evil.

Man was created for the sole purpose of serving G-d 
By Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
Fort Myers

(239) 433-7708 • www.Chabadswf.org

The Southwest Florida Jewish com-
munity gathered to celebrate the 
long-awaited dedication of Mik-

vah Bashka, a magnificent new mikvah at 
Chabad Lubavitch of South-west Florida.

The elegant refreshments that graced 
the tables were sponsored by Taryn 
Sasser and Amy Fox, who dedicated 
the evening in personal ways — Taryn in 
memory of her beloved mother, Shaina 
bas Shmuel, and Amy in honor of her 
daughter’s birthday.

From devastation to renewal
The original mikvah was destroyed 
during Hurricane Ian, leaving a void in 
the community’s spiritual life, which has 
now been transformed into a breathtak-
ing, state-of-the-art mikvah that radiates 
serenity and holiness.

The new Mikvah Bashka features 
custom marble sinks, imported high-
end tile, stunning glass shower doors, 
a sophisticated filtration system from 
Israel, and more. Every detail reflects 
devotion, craftsmanship, and a profound 
commitment to purity and beauty.

A tribute of love
The mikvah was lovingly dedicated by 
Arlene Silver in memory of her dear 
mother, Bernice Orkin Kaye, whose 
Hebrew name, Bashka, now graces the 
building. During the moving ribbon- 
cutting ceremony, Arlene stood side by 
side with Shani Minkowicz, marking a 
moment of deep emotion and triumph.

Inspiring words  
and united hearts
At the dedication ceremony, Rabbi 
Yitzchok Minkowicz spoke on the pro-
found significance of the mikvah in  
Jewish life while expressing deep grati-
tude to the many donors, supporters, and 
friends who made this dream possible.

Arlene Silver shared touching reflec-
tions about her mother and her hope 

that Mikvah Bashka would continue to 
inspire Jewish women for generations.

Barry Finver, the mikvah’s designer, 
spoke about the intricate halachic and 
architectural challenges of building a 
kosher mikvah.

Partners in purity
A heartfelt acknowledgment was given 
to Mikvah USA, whose partnership, 
expertise, and unwavering support 
made the rebuilding of Mikvah Bashka  
possible. From the earliest stages of plan-
ning through the final stages of comple-
tion, Mikvah USA ensured every detail 
met the highest standards of beauty  
and holiness.

Rabbi Hershy Indig of Mikvah  
USA, along with his colleagues Rabbi 
Berger and Rabbi Rosenberg, who per-
sonally spearheaded the fundraising 
campaign for this specific mikvah, trav-
eled from New York to celebrate this  
joyous milestone.

Blessings from Washington
In a touching display of support, 
U.S. Senator Rick Scott sent heartfelt 

greetings from Washington, D.C. He 
commended the community’s perse-
verance and unity in rebuilding after 
the devastation of Hurricane Ian, not-
ing that “the rebirth of Mikvah Bashka 
stands as a shining example of faith over- 
coming adversity, and of Florida’s 
strength to rebuild not only our homes, 
but our hearts.”

A celebration of community
Among the many guests in attendance 
were community pillars Betty Rubenstein,  
Dr. Jonathan Daitch, Steve Levine, Oren 
Barsheshet, and David Bergner, all of 
whom played vital roles in the rebuild-
ing efforts.

Also present was the Minkowiczs’ son, 
Rabbi Peretz Meir Simcha Minkowicz,  
and his wife, Sheina, who assist in count-
less community projects.

Local Shluchim 
join in celebration
Adding to the sense of unity and shared 
mission, local Chabad Shluchim joined 
in the celebration, underscoring the close 
bond and mutual support that connect 
Chabad centers throughout the region.

Among those present were: Rabbi 
Shalom and Devory Katz, Chabad Israeli 
Center of Fort Myers; Rabbi Mendy 
and Luba Greenberg, Chabad of Bonita 
Springs; and Rabbi Yossi Labkowski, 
Chabad of Cape Coral.

Honoring the legacy
Inside the mikvah, beautiful plaques 
adorn the walls, honoring the generous 
donors and supporters who brought this 
vision to life. 

A portrait of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
the guiding light behind the global 
Chabad movement, graces the entrance. 
Nearby hangs a stunning photograph of 
Bernice Orkin Kaye, lovingly commemo-
rating the woman whose name and spirit 
lives on in Mikvah Bashka.

A spiritual conclusion
Mikvah Bashka  stands as more than just 
a building. It is a shining reminder that 
from every storm, new light can emerge.

Join us!
Please feel free to join Chabad Lubavitch 
of Southwest Florida (5620 Winkler Rd., 
Fort Myers, FL 33919).

Prayer services are held Friday nights 
at 5:30 p.m., Saturday mornings at 10 
a.m., and Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m. 
An educational Kabbalah class is held 
Saturday mornings at 9 a.m. Kiddush & 
Farbrengen is held Saturday afternoons 
at 12:15 p.m. 

Classes are available online at www.
youtube.com/@Rabbiminkowicz.

For information and to join, call 239-
433-7708, visit www.Chabadswf.org or 
email Chabad@Chabadswf.org. 
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555 • www.templebethshalomcc.org

My name is Lynne Laufer, and I 
am a member of Temple Beth 
Shalom in Cape Coral. I am 

so proud to be a Jew and to have a place 
where we come together in peace, to pray 
and celebrate our faith. There has been 
so much death, destruction, and devas-
tation — and so many tears. So much 
has changed since Oct. 7, 2023.

Yet out of that day arises such 
strength, togetherness, support, unity, 
brotherhood, and love. We Jews, have 
sustained such horrible attacks on us in 
the last 5,700 years. Somehow, we have 
survived, endured, and grown stronger. 
But, in order to increase that strength, we 
need each other; more today than yes-
terday and even more so in the future. 
We need a place to congregate, wor-
ship, talk, commiserate, share nachos, 
and help each other. We need Temple 
Beth Shalom.

As Philip Roth said, “A Jew without 
Jews, without Judaism, without Zionism, 
without Jewishness, without a temple or 
even a pistol, is just the object itself, like 
a glass or an apple.”

With war wagging in the Middle East, 
global terror reaching new heights, and 
antisemitism on the rise, I thought it’s a 
good time to reflect on why I’m proud, 
more than ever, to be a Jew.

Proud to be a Jew
I'm proud to be a Jew, because Jewish 
people don't kidnap, torture, and kill oth-
ers; we don't teach our children hatred; 

our rabbis don't excite us to the point 
that we want to kill others. I'm proud 
to be a Jew, because even when Israel 
is accused of killing innocent civilians, 
we apologize for loss of life instead of 
celebrating death. I'm proud to be a Jew 
when the Israeli Army wants innocent 
civilians to leave their homes before the 
bombing begins. 

I'm so very proud to be a Jew living 
in the United States and be a member 
of Temple Beth Shalom. We might not 
be the largest temple in Southwest Flor-
ida, but we certainly, and absolutely, are  
the mightiest.

My earliest memory of being Jewish  
was going to synagogue with my Ortho-
dox grandfather when I was about three-
years-old. I did not participate in the 
Jewish religion for the next 20 years. It 
wasn’t until the day my three-year-old 
son came home with rubber bands on  

his wrists because 
his friends told him 
that he had killed 
Christ that I knew 
I had to do some-
thing so my chil-
dren would grow up 
knowing the pride of 
being Jewish.

Together with 
friends, we formed 
the temple in Staten 
Island. I was so 
proud of being Jew-
ish and making sure 
that our ancestors 
did not die in vain. 
When I stand on the 

Bema, I feel thousands of years of his-
tory on my shoulders. Behind me is the 
ark containing our sacred torahs, and I'm 
proud to be a Jew.

When I see the memorial boards 
which hold the names of our dearly 
departed ones, and when I feel the light 
from the eternal flame shining on me, 
I'm proud to be a Jew. Standing in front 
of friends and relatives with love in 
my heart, I'm proud to be a Jew. I see  
Cantor Barry Butensky and acknowledge 
his wisdom, guidance and love which 
makes me proud to be a Jew.

In today’s world, where so many in 
our community are hungry, I feel, as a 
Jew, that it is our responsibility to help 
those people. I am so proud of Temple 
Beth Shalom, who sponsored a food 
pantry with Iglesia Vida. I am proud 
that we distributed more than 300 bags 
of groceries to those in need. 

I am proud that we are reaching out to 
the community in so many other ways as 
well. We provided musical entertainment 
for senior residents at American House 
Fort Myers, The Gallery at Cape Coral, 
and Shell Point Retirement Community. 
We hosted an Israeli dinner featuring a 
frontline report by Dr. Motti Charter 
about the conflict in the Middle East, 
and Cantor Barry regularly reaches out 
to Jewish War Veterans.

Save the date!
Don’t miss our concert with Cantor Azi 
Schwartz at Broadway Palm on Feb. 2. 
We are proud to bring this important 
event to Lee County! 

Proudly serving the Fort Myers and Lee County communities since 1954

(239) 936-0555
1589 COLONIAL BOULEVARD

FORT MYERS, FL 33907

Funeral Home, Cemetery & Crematory

773.234.8583
www.ayetherestherubmassage.com

Stephanie Hurovitz 
  L i c e n s e  #   M A 1 0 5 8 7 6

LMT

Mobile Massage 

Scan QR Code for Current Promotions!

Aye, There’s The Rub

Call or Text to Book TODAY!

Dr. Motti Charter, son of Barbara and 
Harvey Charter of Temple Beth El

Thanksgiving food drive
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Temple Shalom, the center of  
Jewish life in Charlotte County, 
welcomed Chanukah in a big 

way. Children and adults worked together 
to create holiday decorations and to 
make Chanukah cookies, dreidels from  
marshmallows, candy kisses and pret-
zel sticks, and custom Hanukkah cards. 

On Dec. 14, the congregation gath-
ered to light the large menorah on the 
Temple’s front lawn, to sing Chanukah 
songs, and enjoy holiday treats.

“Tour of Italy” 
The next big event on the Temple Sha-
lom calendar is the “Tour of Italy” din-
ner dance on Sunday, Feb. 1. It features 
the music of the celebrated quartet, The 
Goldtones. It’s a reservations-only party 

that sells out quickly, so we encourage 
everyone to write in for more informa-
tion at shalompc06@gmail.com.

Temple Shalom  
Community Seder 
It’s not too early to circle April 2 on your 
calendar. This is the date of the Temple 
Shalom Community Seder. Details will 
follow in the coming months.

Events at Temple Shalom in Port 
Charlotte, including Shabbat services 
held every Friday at 7:30 p.m., are open 
to all.

Temple Shalom is located at 23190 
Utica Avenue in Port Charlotte. Visit 
our website for more information:  
templeshalomfl.com. 

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116 • www.templeshalomfl.com

MARKETPLACE

PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Call Bryana at 239.481.4449 x3  

or send an email to  
Brigarcia@jfedLCC.org

 

3571 Del Prado Blvd North • North Cape Coral 543-2075 
8841 College Parkway • Ft. Myers 433-2245 est.1995 

www.thebagelfactory.com 

27 flavors baked fresh daily 
We make ‘em, we bake ‘em 

Right here! 
Bagels are boiled and baked the  

old-fashioned way 

8841 College Parkway, Ft. Myers
433-2245 est. 1995 · info@thebagelfactory.com · 

Bagels are boiled and baked
the old-fashioned way

boiled
old-fashioned

baked

REACH THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY IN LEE AND 

CHARLOTTE COUNTIES

Contact Bryana at  
239.481.4449 x3  

or Brigarcia@jfedLCC.org

RICK SNYDERMAN
Licensed Pedorthist

1900 Trailwinds Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Ph: (239) 939-2239
Fax: (239) 939-7792

We Specialize In All Widths
We Will Ship Anywhere

FIT • SERVICE • QUALITY

FORT MYERSwww.gskattorneys.com

1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919

239-936-7200
lowellschoenfeld@gskattorneys.com

Lowell S. Schoenfeld
Florida Board Certified Wills, 

Trusts & Estates Attorney 

For more information, call Bryana at 239.481.4449 x3  
or send an email to Brigarcia@jfedLCC.org.

The exclusive way to reach the  
Jewish Community in Lee and Charlotte counties.

Friends Anna and Jenya make cookies with Temple Shalom member Barbara Solomon
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A heartfelt thanks to our many 
volunteers who helped with 
our Hanukah First Night Latke 

Dinner! We are also grateful to Publix, 
whose continued support helps keeps 
these holiday meals free and open to all.

The Community Free Synagogue con-
gregation gathers each Friday evening 
at 6 p.m. to share a traditional Sabbath 
Eve meal. All are welcome. Feel free to 
bring a dish, side, salad, wine or a dessert 
for the social hour that follows worship. 
Please no dairy for the meal.

Qabbalat shabbat, the Sabbath Eve ser-
vice welcoming the shabbat, follows at 7 
p.m. Worship leans towards the traditional.

The meal and worship are at the CFS 
home on the Unity campus (11120 Ranch-
ette Road).

Weekly Sabbath morning Torah Study 
with the rabbi is from 9:30-11 a.m. only 
via Zoom. The synagogue Zoom room is 
easily accessible via the CFS webpage. 
Visit www.fortmyerssynagogue.com.

Now in its 21st year, CFS is an 
award-winning “open community 
resource” that has garnered national 
attention for its innovative approach to 
Jewish congregational life. It does not 
sell memberships or conduct fund-rais-
ing. All of its events are free and open 
to all, thanks to the continued voluntary 
participation and support by the hundreds 
of local Jewish households who have 
made CFS their congregational home.

The Community Free Synagogue is a 
God-centered “intentional community” 
driven by strongly embraced traditional 

Jewish values. It was designed 
to create a harmonious setting, 
free from “money and poli-
tics” better to pursue its mis-
sion of “Study, Worship and 
Benevolence.”

Our synagogue is led by 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond, who 
has served our Fort Myers 
community for 30 years. He 
holds his ordination and Doc-
tor of Divinity from Hebrew 
Union College–Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion in Cincinnati 
and was a member of its Pres-
ident’s Circle. He also served 
our country as a chaplain in 
the U.S. Air Force and was 
a visiting scholar at Florida 
Gulf Coast University, teach-
ing Social Ethics and Critical 
Thinking Skills. In keeping 
with traditional Jewish val-
ues, he does not accept a sal-
ary from the congregation. 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 247-4556 • www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Join us in January at Temple Judea! 
Temple Judea Religious School 

resumes in January, and Temple 
Judea Preschool is alight with fun and 
learning for our young children. Check 
the website for the date and time of Fri-
day evening B'Kef Shabbat. 

For information about the adult 
education classes led by Rabbi Arias, 
visit our website or contact the office at 
239-433-0201. 

Ongoing programs 
Chaverot women's group events con-
tinue in January. Look for emails and 
contact Jodi Cohen at jodi@jodi- 
cohen.com or 608-513-9737 for addi-
tional information.

To participate in Hazak, contact Joyce 
Rosinger at gjrosinger@gmail.com  
or 239-437-1566. 

Temple Judea continues to accept 
food donations for the Cadkin Foundation 

Food Pantry at Jewish Federation of Lee 
& Charlotte Counties. There are collec-
tion envelopes near the front door for 
contactless monetary or gift card contri-
butions. Contributions may be mailed. 
Please call the office to ensure your con-
tribution has been received. 

Temple Judea is conducting in per-
son services with an online Zoom 
option. Synagogue members can use 
the Zoom ID and password as pub-
lished in our weekly megillah. Non- 
local residents may contact the syna-
gogue for information. 

Regularly scheduled events
Friday evening Shabbat services at  
6:30 p.m. 

Saturday morning Shabbat services at 
9:30 a.m. Kiddush luncheons are served 
every Shabbat. 

If interested in sponsoring a Kid-
dush, please contact JoAnn Lewin at 
jalewin2@aol.com. 

Morning Minyan has resumed and 
takes place Mondays at 9 a.m.

Co-President Jan Klein's Monday 
morning meetings will be at Temple 
Judea, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

We would love to see you in person 
or via Zoom. 

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201 • www.tjswfl.org

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018 • www.templebethel.com

Happy Secular New Year! January 
highlights begin with a celebra-
tion of our new members with a 

delightful brunch at the gracious home 
of Carolyn Gora. Thanks to all the mem-
bership committee volunteers who put 
this together!

Upcoming events
Rabbi Luna continues her live, adult 
education classes every Wednesday at 
4 p.m. She also has a live “Lunch & 
Learn” at noon on the third Thursday 
of each month. Online weekly, the rabbi 
conducts “Coffee & Chat” Mondays at 
11 a.m. See our calendar for the weekly 
Zoom event information. 

The Women’s Simcha Circle is hold-
ing a dinner event at Tacos & Tequila 
Cantina on Thursday, Jan. 8 at 6:30 p.m. 
RSVP by contacting the office or regis-
tering through the calendar.

Our Sisterhood begins the year with 
the return of Sheryl Faye as Susan B. 
Anthony. If you saw her as Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, you do not want to miss this 
performance on Sunday, Jan. 11, at 4:30 
p.m. Please register online.

On Jan. 9 and 16, our Friday eve-
ning services will be gifted with the 
voice of Cantor Murray Simon. All  
our welcome.

Our Men’s Club has its next event is 
Sunday, Jan. 25, at 1 p.m. when Dr. Tom 
Cimarusti returns to TBE with another 
educational and entertaining event. Reg-
ister online through our calendar.

Please note
On Jan. 19, the Temple offices will be 
closed and “Coffee & Chat” will be 
cancelled for the Martin Luther King,  
Jr. holiday.

Save the date
You don’t want to miss these upcom-
ing events!

Feb. 1 – Mitzvah Day
This event is an annual highlight with 

many community-focused projects for all 
ages and abilities. Project beneficiaries 
include: Children’s Network of South-
west Florida; Community Cooperative 
food bank; Gladiolus Food Pantry; Israel 
Defense Forces; Lee County Homeless 
Coalition; Jewish Federation of Lee & 

Charlotte Counties; first responders,  
and more. 

Feb 14 – Fabulous Fifties Party
Sisterhood is holding a “Sock Hop” 

on Feb. 14 at 6 p.m. Have fun with music, 
food, an auction, live performances and 
more. Register online! 

March 21-26 – TBE Cruise
Have you registered for the TBE Cruise 

to the Eastern Caribbean yet? To reserve 
your spot on Royal Caribbean’s Freedom 
of the Seas, call Brian at 561-451-4511.

Recurring programs
Our recurring Temple Beth El programs 
continue:

•	Drop off nonperishable food items 
in the lobby shopping cart whenever the 
Temple is open.

•	Join the weekly Torah Study led by 
Rabbi Luna on Saturday mornings at 9 
a.m. via Zoom. No prior study experi-
ence is required. Register through the 
Temple calendar.

•	Our Book Club selection for Jan. 
7 is “What to Do about the Solomons” 
by Bethany Ball. Explore the lives of 
members of a kibbutz community the 
first Wednesday of every month. The 
Feb. 4 selection will be “The Goddess of 
Warsaw” by Lisa Barr. Register through 
the Temple calendar.

•	Tot Shabbat, a kid-friendly service, is 
Friday, Jan. 9 at 6 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 
7 at 10 a.m. Bring your kids; bring your 

grandkids. Come for the fellowship, the 
fun, and the food! Please RSVP at 239-
433-0018 so we’re sure to have enough. 

•	History & Heritage of Our People is 
the third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. 
via Zoom.

•	Shabbat services are open to all 
on Fridays at 7:30 p.m. We are live in 
the sanctuary, via Zoom, and streaming  
on Facebook. 

•	New year, new opportunity for recov-
ery. Our 12-Step Recovery Group meets at 
11 a.m. every Saturday via Zoom. We are 
a fellowship of people seeking a path to 
recovery via Judaic spiritual principles and 
the 12-Steps, using the book, "Twelve Jew-
ish Steps to Recovery" by Rabbi Olitzky 
and Stuart Copans, M.D., second edition.

•	Are you a recent convert, exploring 
conversion or seeking to reconnect with 
Jewish roots? "Jews by Choice" meets 
online the last Thursday of every month 
from 8 to 9 p.m. Zoom details are on  
our calendar.

There’s always something happening 
here at TBE, and our members make it 
happen: Current Events, Theology & 
Life, Francophone & Hispanophone, 
Solo Travelers, Caring and Visitations.

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: 
@TempleBethElofFortMyers. You can 
always contact the office at 239-433-0018. 

Let’s pray for peace in the world in 
this brand new 2026. Temple Beth El … 
where everyone matters. 

The rabbi puts finishing touches on the Hanukah 
menorah he designed and built in his garage. It was lit to 
start his congregation's First Night Hanukah Celebration.
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SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL   

The Unity Campus 11120 Ranchette Road          
Fort Myers, FL  33966 
Phone: 239-247-4556       
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Sabbath Eve Dinner every Friday at 6:00 PM      
followed by worship at 7:00 PM 
Torah Study on Zoom every Sabbath morning 
from 9:30-11:00 AM   
Meeting Room ID:  527 117 7864   
Passcode: 435419 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond, D.D.   
Cantoral soloist Traci Pavel   

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Taryn Sasser  
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Friday evening services at 7pm at the  
Sanibel Congregational United Church  
of Christ,  
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel 
Spiritual Leader and Cantor:  
Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer 
President: Janice Block Chaddock 
Vice Presidents:  
Sandra Teger, Annette Pacyga 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Website: batyam.org 
Services: October through April 
For more information on our service 
times and programs, please write 
to batyamsanibel@gmail.com or  
PO Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W.  
Cape Coral, FL 33914  
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski  
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com  
Web site: chabadcape.com 
Sunday - Friday 8:00 A.M Shacharit 
Friday Evening 5:30 P.M. 
Saturday Kabbalah Class 9:00 A.M. 
Shabbat Services 9:30 A.M. 
Kiddush Luncheon 12:00 P.M. 
Hebrew School of the Arts Sunday 10:00 
A.M - 12:30 P.M 
JLI Classes Monday 7:00 P.M. 
Torah Study Tuesday 7:30 P.M. 
Women's Weekly Class Wednesday  
11:30 A.M. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

424 W Henry St 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908  
Rabbi Nicole Luna  
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Learning Tree Preschool Director: Ronni Vega 
Ronnilearningtree@gmail.com 
President: Michael Altman  
Email: President@templebethel.com 
Phone: 239-433-0018  
Office Manager: Karen Kagan 
Email: manager@templebethel.com 
Web site: templebethel.com  
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday 
Religious School: 9:30 a.m.- Noon Sunday  
Mazel Tots (0-5 yrs. old). Sunday 11:00 a.m.  
Religious school coordinator: Allison Fego 
Religiousschool@templebethel.com 
Judaica Gift Gallery  
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 
 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi David Arias 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
Co-Presidents: Jan Klein & James Mann 
E-mail: giaof3@gmail.com 
Religious School Coordinator: 
Tehila Cherubino 
E-mail: tehila@tjswfl.org 
Preschool Director: Suki Kelly  
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Helene Glocer 
Phone: 239-772-4555  
Spiritual leader: Cantor Barry Butensky  
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Saturday morning Torah Service/Torah 
study twice monthly at 10:00 am 
Enrichment night every Wednesday  
at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: Shalompc06@gmail.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Organizations: Sisterhood; Brotherhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.JewishFederationLCC.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

PO Box 722 
Sanibel, FL 33957 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
Web site:  
chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Cheryl Fulmer, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. every Friday 
Schmooze - 7:30 p.m. 1st Tuesday  
Torah Talk - 7:30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday  
Current events - 7:30 p.m. 3rd Tuesday 
Speakers - 7:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR  
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 
 

Rabbi Lawrence Dermer 
Phone: 239-218-3433 
Email: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: shalomlifecenter.org 



36 January 2026

Regal Belltower | 13499 Bell Tower Dr | Fort Myers, FL 33907

 
Open seating at all films for general admission tickets.
Reserved seating available with your sponsorship.

To Purchase Tickets: jewishfederationlcc.org/jff2026

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact Jewish Film Festival Coordinator 
David Garonzik at jewishfilmfestival@jfedlcc.org

“L'DOR V'DOR: 

FEBRUARY & MARCH 2026

30 YEARS OF JEWISH STORYTELLING”

The Jewish Film Festival of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
returns for its 30th Anniversary — 
and it’s bigger than ever.

 13 unforgettable films 
� Running February & March 
       

� Festival Passes on sale NOW
� Individual tickets on sale NOW See more details on Page 24


