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New year, new resources, new friends

 Debbie Sanford

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Happy New Year! I can’t imag-
ine that we are heading into 
2023. I still have a smile on 

my face as a result of our Community 
Breakfast a few weeks ago. Gathering 
together again meant so much to me 
and your support is invaluable. Thank 
you to all who attended. It would be 
remiss of me not to mention that our 
L’CHAYIM editor, Ted Epstein, was 
the photographer at the breakfast. His 
photos are beautiful and can be seen in 
a two-page spread on pages 6-7.

I have previously spoken of the 
extended support we have received 
from community members, other Fed-
erations and The Jewish Federations of 
North America (JFNA), our national 
organization, in response to Hurricane 
Ian. But I am thrilled to be able to an-
nounce this exciting news. Immedi-
ately after the hurricane, JFNA sent a 
representative to do an assessment of 
our Federation building’s damages as 
well as our community’s damages. I 
invited every Jewish organization to 
this assessment meeting. It consisted 
of an in-office gathering one day and 
a virtual meeting with JFNA, FEMA 
and a White House representative the 
second day. I am happy to report that 
these meetings were very fruitful, and 
the Jewish Federation has received a 

very generous grant. 
The funds that make 

up this grant are from a 
national campaign and do-
nations from other Jewish 
Federations. What does 
this mean for our com-
munity? It means that in 

addition to having emergency funds 
to take care of individuals and fami-
lies in our community, we are able to 
grant assistance to every local temple 
with damages to help in their recovery 
process. We have distributed grants to 
Temple Beth El, Temple 
Judea, Bat Yam, Temple 
Beth Shalom and Temple 
Shalom. 

JFNA also awarded 
a grant to the Nation-
al Chabad Organization 
with Chabad of Cape 
Coral as the intermedi-
ary to assist all Chabads 
in Lee, Charlotte, Collier 
and Sarasota counties 
to be used for damages 
sustained from the hurri-
cane where there was the 
greatest need. 

We are also proud to 
announce that we includ-
ed other non-profit orga-
nizations we work with 
year round that are also 
assisting the community 
at large. Together with 
our Federation we will 
all be able to serve many 
more people than each 
of us alone could do. We 

have granted funds to the Harry Chapin 
Food Bank, which supports our Cadkin 
Foundation Food Pantry; the United 
Way; and Collaboratory’s Southwest 
Florida Hurricane Assistance Fund. 

I stand proudly as the leader of 
this Federation and say, this is what 
community means. This is what Tik-
kun Olam, Tzedakah and K’Lal Yisrael 
look like! It is the beginning of new re-
lationships and the renewal of others. 
All of us should be proud to be mem-
bers of this community, not only taking 
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Former
Ambassador
to Israel,
Martin Indyk.

Wednesday, January 11, 2023
Invitation to follow. 

Minimum donation of $1,800 to the 
annual campaign is required to attend.
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OOUURR  MMIISSSSIIOONN  

To strengthen and enrich the Jewish  
Community by providing and supporting 
philanthropic, educational and social   
service programs locally, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 
 

OOUURR  VVIISSIIOONN  

A Jewish Community that is based on 
Jewish values such as Tzedakah 
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking     
responsibility for one another). 
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care of the Jewish community, but the community at 
large. 

The funds our Federation were afforded will be 
used to help individuals rebuild their lives. The loss 
is so great and will take a lot of money and time. We 
are helping with utility bills, food, home repairs, car 
deposits and payments, security deposits and rent, 
as well as replacing personal belongings, household 
items and furniture. The list goes on and on.

We are also partnering with the United Way as 
one of the first organizations to receive a POD full 
of donated, brand-new furniture, beds and eventually 
appliances to distribute to the community. If you need 

any of these items, please reach out to Jodi Cohen at 
Jewish Family Services or our new Case Manager, 
Rosemery Garcia, at 239.481.4449 x1. By the time 
this issue goes to print, the POD will be in our park-
ing lot. We are organizing appointments to the POD 
to pick items you need most and get them delivered. 

Add in our amazing Jewish Film Festival (spon-
sored by Tile Outlets of America), a 75th Birthday 
Celebration for Israel, speakers, trips and more, and 
we are very, very busy. Just what I like to see. I hope 
you have the opportunity to join us at all these events.

From my family to yours, we wish you a happy, 
healthy and peaceful New Year. 

By Aimee Levine-Miles

From the Director of Programs 
and Engagement

The holidays have gone by quickly! I am hon-
ored and thrilled to have joined the Jewish 
Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties. 

First and foremost, I would like to introduce myself 
to this fast-growing community. My name is Aimee 
Levine-Miles. I joined the Federation in mid-Novem-
ber as the Director of Programs and Engagement. 

I moved to Fort Myers from Northern California 
a year and a half ago with my husband Ian and our 
two beautiful children. I was looking for employment 
at an establishment that was heavily involved in our 
community. I couldn’t have picked a better group of 
people to work with. The Federation has gone above 
and beyond to offer support, local outreach and assis-
tance for the many who have been affected by Hurri-
cane Ian. This Federation team and its wonderful vol-
unteers have relentlessly served this community with 
its food pantry, financial assistance grants to families, 

and individuals in crisis. Most importantly, we are 
getting the word out that we are here to build future 
social and educational programming and support for 
this community.

My role is to plan and execute events that bring 
us all together to celebrate and share our common be-
liefs and traditions in Judaism. We will have many 
exciting events for you. They are in the works as I 
write this. And the Jewish Film Festival (sponsored 
by Tile Outlets of America) is right around the corner. 

I had the honor to meet a few of you in my office 
and at the Community Breakfast, a fantastic event. 
The speaker, Eleanor Reissa, was outstanding and 
emotionally engaging. She left everyone excited to 
get her book and find out more. 

It’s an honor to join the Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties. I look forward to meeting 
you in person at our future events.

MAHJONG AT THE 
JEWISH FEDERATION

Mahjong - Tuesday
Afternoons 12pm-3pm

For more info visit:
JewishFederationLCC.org

If you are
interested in
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these groups, or a
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to learn how to
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aimeemiles@jfed
lcc.org or call
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Brunch

L I N D A  I D E L S O N  C U L I N A R Y  F U N D  P R E S E N T S

T H E  I D E L S O N  H O M E 11AM

R E G I S T E R  O N L I N E  W W W . J E W I S H F E D E R A T I O N L C C . O R G / C A L E N D A R

WOMEN'S PHILANTHROPY DIVISION INVITES YOU TO ATTEND BRUNCH & 
A CONVERSATION WITH AUTHOR CATHY BARROW. SPACE IS LIMITED! 

ADDRESS PROVIDED AT REGISTRATION.
$36 (INCLUDES COOKBOOK)

J A N U A R Y  5 ,  2 0 2 3

with Cathy Barrow

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
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any of these items, please reach out to Jodi Cohen at 
Jewish Family Services or our new Case Manager, 
Rosemery Garcia, at 239.481.4449 x1. By the time 
this issue goes to print, the POD will be in our park-
ing lot. We are organizing appointments to the POD 
to pick items you need most and get them delivered. 

Add in our amazing Jewish Film Festival (spon-
sored by Tile Outlets of America), a 75th Birthday 
Celebration for Israel, speakers, trips and more, and 
we are very, very busy. Just what I like to see. I hope 
you have the opportunity to join us at all these events.

From my family to yours, we wish you a happy, 
healthy and peaceful New Year. 

From the Director of Programs 
and Engagement

and individuals in crisis. Most importantly, we are 
getting the word out that we are here to build future 
social and educational programming and support for 
this community.

My role is to plan and execute events that bring 
us all together to celebrate and share our common be-
liefs and traditions in Judaism. We will have many 
exciting events for you. They are in the works as I 
write this. And the Jewish Film Festival (sponsored 
by Tile Outlets of America) is right around the corner. 

I had the honor to meet a few of you in my office 
and at the Community Breakfast, a fantastic event. 
The speaker, Eleanor Reissa, was outstanding and 
emotionally engaging. She left everyone excited to 
get her book and find out more. 

It’s an honor to join the Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties. I look forward to meeting 
you in person at our future events.

See pages 18-19 for information on all 11 films  
in the 2023 Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida.
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

FEDERATION NEWS

Local Seniors Services  
Lunch Bunch, a monthly gathering with a free lunch for older adults to meet 

and schmooze. 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es for Rosh         

Hashanah, Hanukkah and    Passover.  
Holocaust survivor outreach. 
 

Local Social Services  
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and referral       

services.  
Friendly Visitor Program. 
 

Local Emergency Services  
Food Pantry and gi� cards.  
Emergency nancial assistance grants to families and individuals in crisis.  
Local disaster outreach and assistance. 

HOW THE JEWISH FEDERATION SERVES  

Local Jewish Educa on and Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Cultural Programs 

for all ages including the  Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish author 
events, Out & About Films, Israel celebra�on, day trips,  
Israeli folk dancing ,PJ Library & TRIBE, a young adult group. 

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local,  na�onal and interna�onal Jewish 
issues.  

New CRC‐Community Rela�ons Council to address issues of 
an�‐Semi�sm and  Interfaith Rela�ons.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish 
community �es with Israel. Holocaust educa�on for middle 
and high school students in the community and a college 
campus Jewish life experience commi�ee. 

Volunteer opportuni�es for all ages. 
 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American 

Jewish Joint Distribu�on Commi�ee (JDC) for full‐spectrum 
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in 60+  
countries around the world.  

Partnership 2Gether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron 
Region in Israel.  

 
 

Jewish Community Founda on  
An endowment that ensures future social and educa�onal 

programming and support for our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in 

Israel.  
Jewish camp scholarships. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community         

enrichment.  
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At the Lunch Bunch at Temple Beth Shalom in Cape Coral
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By Jodi Cohen, Jewish Family Services Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

 Jodi Cohen

Every month at the Federation 
board meeting, I share a couple 
of stories about what’s happen-

ing in Jewish Family Services. Some-
one inevitably says, “You should write 
these down!” 

Aha! These are my recent stories.
A Hispanic elderly man and his 

two grown daugh-
ters came to the 
Cadkin Founda-
tion Food Pantry, 
all wearing face 
masks. I could 
hear the father’s 
labored breathing. 
I asked how they 
were affected by 

the hurricane and one daughter talked 
about the mold, the flooding and their 
ongoing attempts to get assistance. Her 
father chimed in with an English word 
here and there. 

In Spanish I told them that while I 
don’t speak Spanish, I know the poet 
Antonio Machado. As I recited the 
lines from his poem, “Traveler, There 
is No Road,” the elderly father joined 
in:

Caminante no hay camino/Se hace 
camino al andar. Walker there is no 
path, you make the path while walking.

Oh, what joy! We were so excited 
to be saying the lines together in con-
cert, our eyes sparkling. It was a small, 
magical interlude amidst the tsuris. 
The family received food, supplies and 
help paying some of their bills. 

A couple of weeks after the hurri-
cane, an elderly, married couple walked 
into my office to discuss their housing 
situation, which was dire. Early into 
our conversation, I found out that the 
wife is a Holocaust “fighter,” a word 
that our Community Breakfast speaker, 
author Eleanor Reissa, prefers to use in 
place of “survivor.” Me too. 

A window in my soul opens when 
I learn that someone is a Holocaust 
fighter. It is hard to articulate, but 
there is a shift in how I pay attention. 
While discussing housing options, the 
husband said, “As long as we can boil 
water for tea, we will be fine.” The 

wife kept putting her hand to her heart, 
the international gesture for gratitude, 
when I told them the Federation would 
help them. Finally, she said, “I don’t 
know how long I can hold the tears.” 
The next week, as the couple settled 
into their short-term housing, the hus-
band said, “There are no words in En-
glish to describe how much your care 
means to us.”

Another woman, let’s call her 
Batya, was told to come to the Feder-
ation by the Jewish women she met as 
clients through her business and had 
become friends with over the past 20 
years. Batya is a third-generation Fort 
Myers Beach homeowner and lost ev-
erything after the hurricane. 

In my office, when I handed her gift 
cards, she began weeping. For the re-
cord, I am pro-crying because I believe 
the more one cries, the less one has to 
schlep around on the inside. I waited a 
couple of minutes and told Batya we 
were going to get food from the pantry, 
which made her cry even harder. I said, 
“Honey, bring the tissues. I’ll pack and 
you can keep crying.” 

The Federation’s grocery bags are 
chock-full to begin with, and as I added 
more items, Batya nodded while tears 
streamed down her face. I filled many 
bags with extra food and supplies while 
she sobbed. 

What’s true is that 
most people cry when 
talking about what hap-
pened to them as a result 
of the hurricane, the up-
heaval, the extreme loss. 
The box of tissues now 
sits on the edge of my 
desk, within easy reach. 
I witnessed a level of an-
guish that afternoon with 
Batya that so many people 
might be feeling, even if 
they’re unable to express 
it as profoundly.

These are just a cou-
ple of stories about the 
families that Jewish Fam-
ily Services is able to sup-
port as a result of your 

generosity. There is a tangible depth 
of gratitude as people receive grocer-
ies, gift cards, money to pay their bills, 
clothes, pet food and all the other assis-
tance that the Federation can provide. 
Because of YOU. 

Recovery will take a long time. You 
all should feel proud of the amount and 
level of resources that JFS is able to ex-
tend to the hundreds and hundreds of 
people who have reached out for help. 
I extend a thank you as wide as the  
sky.

The Federation held the first Lunch 
Bunch post-hurricane at Temple Beth 
Shalom in Cape Coral. We would like 
to thank Cantor Barry Butenksy and all 
the Temple Beth Shalom congregants 
for hosting us. As always, our delicious 
lunch was provided by our community 

partner, Jason’s Deli. We ate, we kibb-
itzed and we sang! 

The Lunch Bunch is a fun way to 
connect with others in the community. 
Come, come. Meet. Eat. Learn. There 
is always a place at the table for YOU. 
RSVP to me at 239.481.4449 x1 or jodi 
cohen@jfedlcc.org.

At the Lunch Bunch at Temple Beth Shalom in Cape Coral

Jewish Family Services Coordinator Jodi Cohen (center) presents Stuart and Toni Morgenstein  
with a “Mitzy Award” for all their support and mitzvot throughout the year

LUNCH BUNCH 2023
Thurs., Jan. 12

Temple Beth El
Fort Myers

Thurs., Feb. 16
Chabad of 
Southwest 

Florida
Fort Myers

Thurs., Mar. 16
Temple Beth 

Shalom
Cape Coral
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Community Breakfast ~ December 4, 2022
Photos by Ted Epstein ~ To view more photos of this event, visit facebook.com/jewishfederationlcc/photos/
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Photos by Ted Epstein ~ To view more photos of this event, visit facebook.com/jewishfederationlcc/photos/
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COMMUNITY FOCUS

Ellaine Rosen

This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support 
of our advertisers. Please be sure to use their products and services, 
and mention that you found them in L’CHAYIM.
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

Happy New Year! I hope you 
enjoyed the holidays. We are 
gearing up for a busy season 

and look forward to having you join 
us for interesting programs and events. 
Many thanks to our Sponsors and all 
who joined us for The Luncheon. Pro-
ceeds from our annual winter fundrais-

ing event benefit-
ed our Education 
Programs. Held at 
the Royal Poinci-
ana Golf Club, the 
program featured 
excerpts from the 
award-winning 
play, Wiesenthal, 
performed by its 
author and actor, 

Tom Dugan. The play sheds new light 
on Simon Wiesenthal’s life and his 
post-war efforts to track down Holo-
caust criminals evading capture to es-
cape justice. We thank Royal Poinciana 
and Mr. Dugan for a memorable event.
New Exhibit
We invite you to visit the Estelle and 
Stuart Price Gallery to view a new ex-
hibit. “Two Regimes” reflects the expe-
riences of a mother and daughter who 
lived under both the Nazi regime in 
World War II and under a Communist 
government post-war. The exhibit will 
be on display from January through 
April.
Lecture Series: “Nazi-Looted Art – 
Unfinished Business”
Museum Docent Ellaine Rosen brings 
back her popular series, “Nazi-Looted 

Art – Unfinished Business.” The five-
part series will be held in the Maureen 
and Arnold Lerner Classroom at the 
Museum from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. on 
Mondays, January 16, 23 & 30 and 
February 6 & 13. The lectures are free 
but a suggested minimum donation of 
$18 is greatly appreciated. Advance 
registration is required at www.hmcec.
org.
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day
The Museum will commemorate In-
ternational Holocaust Remembrance 
Day on January 27 with a special film 
presentation from 11:00 a.m. to noon. 
We will also offer complimentary ad-
mission from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., with 
the last guests admitted at 3:00 p.m. 
An advance reservation is required at 
www.hmcec.org.

Yiddish Group
Interested in learning or brushing up 
on Yiddish phrases? You are invited to 
attend a three-part series to be held at 
the Museum from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, January 22, February 12 and 
March 19. You do not need experience 
with the language to attend this fun 
class. The program will be conducted 
by Sol Awend, Harriet Bernman and 
Felicia Anchor. Admission is free with 
advance registration at www.hmcec.
org.
North Wing Update
The interior demolition of the three ad-
joining suites owned by the Museum 
has created a new 3,500 sq. ft. space, 
which will house a new Auschwitz 
Gallery, an expanded Classroom and 
event space, a catering kitchen and 
offices. The current Special Exhibits 
Gallery will be enlarged and relocated 
to the new North Wing, allowing us to 
renovate the existing space into a new 
Genocide and Human Rights Gallery 
in the current Museum. A variety of 
naming opportunities are available. For 
more information, please contact me at 
susan@hmcec.org or 239.263.9200.
Upcoming Calendar of Events
We hope you will “save the date” for 
these events in February and March:

Wednesday, February 15 at 4:00 
p.m.: “Movies That Matter – The Steve 
Brazina Memorial Series” presents 
a Zoom Panel Discussion of APART. 
The film explores the impact on fam-
ilies from the incarceration of mothers 
on drug-related charges. Advance res-
ervations are required; you will receive 
a private link to view the film the week 
before the event. Visit www.hmcec.org 
to RSVP.

Stuart Mest, M.D. Lecture Series: 
“Eugenics, Experiments, Ethics: Nazi 

 Susan
    Suarez

Germany, Japan and the United States.” 
This two-part series will be presented 
twice in the Maureen and Arnold Lern-
er Classroom at the Museum from 5:00 
to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, February 28 
and March 7; and repeated on Thurs-
days, March 23 and 30. Tickets are $40 
for the two-part series. Advance regis-
tration is required at www.hmcec.org.

Wednesday, March 15 from 5:30 
to 8:00 p.m.: Triumph, the Museum’s 
annual fundraising event, will present 
guest speaker Michael Abramovitz, 
CEO of Freedom House. Freedom 
House’s programs support human 
rights and democracy advocates in 
their efforts to promote open govern-
ment, defend human rights, strength-
en civil society and facilitate the free 
flow of information and ideas. Tickets 
are $300 and a variety of Sponsorship 
Packages are available. Proceeds will 
benefit the Museum’s Education Pro-
grams.

On behalf of our board and staff, we 
wish you and your families a healthy, 
happy and wonderful New Year!

Stuart Mest, M.D.
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COMMUNITY FOCUS

Estero Fine Art Show on January 7 & 8  
at JetBlue Park in Fort Myers

Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update

STARTS 
January 2023

10 a.m. to Noon
–

St. Leo Catholic Church 
Auditorium

28350 Beaumont Road 
Bonita Springs

“Those Who Fail To Learn From 
History Are Condemned To Repeat It.”

2023 LECTURE SERIES

Elliott Katz
Tickets Available

EDUCATE.  INFORM. INSPIRE.

To order your tickets today, visit:
www.historyuncompromised.com

Proudly Sponsored by:

Ample Parking & Seating

Tickets: $150 
FOR ALL SEVEN LECTURES

Tickets: $100 
FOR ANY FOUR LECTURES

Tickets: $35 
PER LECTURE AT THE DOOR

Epoxy artist Michael Ryan is 
“Making Waves” at this year’s 
Estero Fine Art Show on Janu-

ary 7 & 8 at JetBlue Park in Fort Myers. 
Born in Brooklyn, New York, Mi-

chael and wife Kira left New York 27 
years ago to become Floridians. 

Inspired by beach vacations shell-
ing with their children, Michael recre-
ates the movement of the gulf shore-
lines he experienced with his family 
while visiting Marco Island, Captiva, 
Sanibel and Siesta Key. 

His process begins with a design 
outline and then applied layers of 
transparent epoxy paint, and delicate 
crystals of sand and shells. It takes 
Michael about a week to make a large 
single tabletop or Lazy Susan. His up-
cycle furniture pieces are coveted by 
local art collectors throughout South-
west Florida. 

Michael and Kira are just return-
ing to the art show scene after weeks 
of work restoring their home in Fort 

Myers. It was their paradise until Hur-
ricane Ian damaged both the artist’s 
home and his mother’s home as well.

The Estero Fine Art Show wel-
comes Michael Ryan and more than 75 
top artists from throughout Florida and 
across the nation. These nationally rec-
ognized artists will present their works 
on Saturday and Sunday, January 7-8 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily. 

Many local artists are just return-
ing to shows in the wake of damage 
suffered by Hurricane Ian. It’s a great 
time to support these artists and the re-
building of our cultural community in 
Fort Myers. 

Artists will be presenting their 
paintings, photography, prints, sculp-
ture, fine woodwork, art jewelry, ce-
ramics and art glass for sale at the 
show.

If you have an aspiring young 
artist at home, show producer Patty  
Narozny invites them to enter the Bud-

ding Art Competition for grades 6-12 
or ages 9-19. Young artists are invited 
to display their works all weekend and 
compete to win cash and prize ribbons. 
Please apply at artsandeducationinc.
org/for-kids/

The show also features great food 
and entertainment! There is free admis-
sion; a $5 parking fee supports arts and 
education, and is good for in-and-out 
access all weekend! 

For more about the show, visit 
artsandeducationinc.org/event/estero-
fine-art-show-jan-7-8-2023/.

Furniture piece by Michael Ryan

Michael Ryan’s booth at a previouse art show

 VICTIMS & WITNESSES OF ANTISEMITISM

Please report incidents to the Jewish
Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Call 239.481.4449 x6
Due to recent incidents, the

Jewish Federation is collecting
reports for tracking patterns.



10 January 2023
Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

JEWISH INTEREST

 Arlene 
    Stolnitz

Ernest Gold: Composer of Exodus
By Arlene Stolnitz

welcoming maestro paponiu

brave new pops
Remember When Rock Was Young The Elton John Tribute

January 20 | 7pm | Charlotte Performing Arts Center
January 21 | 7:30pm | Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall

Bowie & Glass A Symphonic Tribute
February 10 | 7:30pm | Big Arts Sanibel Island

February 11 | 7:30pm | Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall
February 12 | 4pm | Charlotte Performing Arts CenterFebruary 12 | 4pm | Charlotte Performing Arts Center

The Orchestra Starring Former Members of ELO
May 6 | 7:30pm | Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall

May 7 | 4pm | Charlotte Performing Arts Center

January 28 | 7:30pm | Gil Shaham, Violin Mozart | Coleridge-Taylor | Tchaikovsky
March 11 | 7:30pm | Thomas Mesa, Cello Montgomery | Dvořák | Elgar
April 1 | 7:30pm | A Night at the Opera Robert Van Winkle, Narrator

April 22 | 7:30pm | Ying Li, Piano Higdon | Rachmaninoff | Mussorgsky

masterworks radu paponiu, conductor

tickets
start at just

$25 | swflso.org | 239.418.1500 |

As I have stated before, Jew-
ish composers were generally 
considered marginal figures 

in music history, and it was not until 
the period just prior to WWII that Jew-

ish immigrants had 
such an enormous 
effect in music, 
particularly in the 
motion picture in-
dustry. In this ar-
ticle I will explore 
the work of Ernest 
Gold, who is fa-
mous for his film 
score for Exodus. 

I dare say the theme song is probably 
known by everyone.

Ernest Gold (born Ernest Sigmund 
Goldner) was born on July 13, 1921, in 
Vienna. He grew up in a secular Jewish 
family surrounded by musically pro-
gressive ideas. His parents, musicians 
themselves, encouraged his creativity 
in music. As a child, opera fascinat-
ed him. He dreamed of becoming a 
composer of operas and wrote his first 
opera before the age of 10. About this 
time, just as music was entering film in 
a serious way in the U.S., Gold, still a 
young boy, expressed his desire to be-
come a film composer. As a teenager he 
frequently attended movies just to hear 
the scores being played.

A talented student of piano and vi-
olin, Gold attended The State Academy 
of Music in Vienna until 1938 when 
he, his widowed father, and sister, 
fled Europe to the U.S. By the time he  

arrived in the U.S., his style of music 
fell “out of favor” with critics who 
called his compositions ”movie mu-
sic.” It was then, abandoning his career 
as a concert pianist, that he moved to 
Hollywood to fulfill his “real” dream 
as a composer of film music.

Gold’s idol during this period was 
Viennese-Jewish composer Max Stein-
er, who had emigrated earlier to the 
U.S. in 1929. Steiner had become an 
important figure in Hollywood film mu-
sic. With Steiner as his mentor, Gold 
became one of the most successful 
composers in the film industry. Gold 
became one of the busiest composers in 
television during the ’70s and ’80s. As 
it turned out, Gold was one of the last of 
the European romantic music figures to 
make a name for himself in film music.

Gold is most noted for his score for 
Otto Preminger’s Exodus (1960), based 
on Leon Uris’ book of the same name, 
which tells the story of the founding 
of the State of Israel. Gold received 
an Oscar for Best Music, Scoring of a 
Dramatic or Comedy Picture, as well 
as a Grammy Award the following year 
(1961) for Best Musical Score.

Gold spent much of his time in 
Israel during the filming researching 
the Israeli way of life. This was highly 
unusual for most film composers. Al-
though the movie is only loosely based 
on historical fact, it became important 
because, for the first time, many be-
came aware of the story of the found-
ing of the modern State of Israel.

Despite Gold’s secular upbringing, 

many of Gold’s strongest scores re-
late to Jewish themes or antisemitism. 
However, Gold was never completely 
satisfied with his theme song for Exo-
dus and even once omitted it in a spe-
cial program he presented.

Still, I found a commentary by 
his son Andrew particularly poignant: 
“When he was doing the music for Ex-
odus, I think he really felt a surge of 
pride and anguish that had been hidden 

when he came to Hollywood. He con-
nected with the joy and pain of being 
Jewish, the horror of the Holocaust and 
the pride in setting up Israel as a state.” 
(The Book of Exodus by Vivien Gold-
man)
Arlene Stolnitz, a retired educator, is 
a regular contributor to Federation 
newspapers in Southwest Florida. Her 
interest in all kinds of Judaic music has 
led to her series of articles.

With over 30 years of experience, I help 
eliminate the guesswork in choosing the right 

senior living community that meets your needs 
and preferences. I look beyond the fancy décor 

and  evaluate facilities on:

Quality of care and services
Resident satisfaction
Health care violations

Operational stability

Financial viability
Overall lifestyle

239.595.0207
WWW.SENIORHOUSINGSOLUTIONS.NET

Bruce Rosenblatt
Owner/Senior Housing Advisor
Certified Dementia Practitioner

Senior Housing Solutions

Honest and knowledgeable advice about assisted living options...
AT NO COST TO YOU!

THE “MATCHMAKER” OF SENIOR HOUSING 
L� me help you find a m�ch!

�

WWW.SENIORHOUSINGSOLUTIONS.NET
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Ernest Gold: Composer of Exodus

Professionally Juried Fine Art & Craft Show
All Art is Original, Personally Handmade & for Sale

Hot Works Art Shows are Voted in the Top 100 Art Shows in America – 18x!
Saturday & Sunday 10am-5pm ~ Great Food & Live Entertainment ~ Free Admission!

Students – Call for Entries! Youth Art Competitions for Ages 9-19!
Save the Date! Naples Fine Art Show, March 25 & 26 at Paradise Coast Sports Complex

See Art, Love Art, Buy Art!™ 

David Campbell, Mixed Media

January 7 & 8
At JetBlue Park, Fort Myers

HotWorks.org

Estero Fine Art Show™

Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jew-
ish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one  
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also 
identified as Jewish.

Music
Dionne Warwick: Don’t Make Me Over 
is a CNN documentary that will air, 
live, on Sunday, January 1 at 9:00 p.m. 
It will be available on-demand starting 
on Monday, January 2. It’s about the 
legendary singer who had a long string 
of popular hits in the ’60s through the 
’80s. She is still performing. 

Many celebrities will appear on the 
special, including songwriter BURT 
BACHARACH, 94, and CLIVE DA-
VIS, 90, a truly legendary record pro-
ducer and record company head who is 
in the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.

Three hit songs sung by War-
wick are in the Grammy Hall of Fame 
(“Walk on By,” “Alfie” and “Don’t 
Make Me Over”). All three were writ-
ten by Bacharach (music) and the late 
HAL DAVID (lyrics).

By 1979, Warwick’s career had 
stalled. It was revived when she signed 
with Arista Records, a new-ish record 
company founded and run by Davis, 
who personally guided her career. She 
quickly had another big hit, “I’ll Never 
Love This Way Again.”
Celebrity roots
Finding Your Roots, the PBS celebrity 
ancestry show, returns for a 10th season 
on Tuesday, January 3. (Check your 
PBS schedule for the exact time. It also 
airs on the PBS website/app.) The “big 
name” guests include Carol Burnett, 
Julia Roberts, Jeff Daniels and DAVID 
DUCHOVNY, 62 (he’s the secular 
son of a Jewish father and non-Jew-
ish mother). Also profiled is veteran 
character actor RICHARD KIND, 66 
(trust me, you know his face). 
Reality series
The Fox series Special Forces: The 
Ultimate Test premieres Wednesday, 
January 4  at 8:00 p.m. It’s another ce-
lebrity endurance reality show. This one 
is truly bizarre. Sixteen B-list celebrities 
are dropped in the Jordanian desert to 
train with a Special Forces team in a 
grueling endurance test. Contestants 
aren’t voted out, but they can quit. 

Dr. DREW PINSKY, 64, the 
well-known TV doctor, is a contestant. 
I wonder if his medical training will 
give him an edge. He’ll need it since 
some contestants are way younger. 
Other TV series of note
Poker Face premieres on the stream-
ing Peacock channel on Thursday, 
January 26. It is a “case-of-the-week” 
mystery comedy-drama. NATASHA 
LYONNE, 43, produces the series and 
stars in it. 

An astonishing number of Jewish 
thespians will star in an episode: Ly-
onne, JOSEPH GORDON-LEVITT, 
41, ADRIEN BRODY, 49, ELLEN 
BARKIN, 68, SIMON HELBERG, 
41, JUDITH LIGHT, 73, and TIM 
BLAKE NELSON, 58. (I have this 
image of Lyonne telling the casting 
people: “Hire more Jews, we need to 
keep my people fully employed!)

Wolf Pack is a supernatural teen 
drama series that will begin streaming 
on Paramount+ on January 26. The star 
of the series is SARAH MICHELLE 
GELLAR, 45. She is still best known 
as the star of the hit TV series Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer, which ran from 1997-
2003. 

There is little advance info on the 
show’s plot other than it is a super-
natural teen drama. Gellar “passably” 
played a teen in Buffy. But she couldn’t 
pass now. My guess is that her Wolf 
Pack character is an adult “overseeing” 
a group of actors who can pass for a 
teenager.

Shrinking is a comedy TV series 
that begins streaming on Apple TV+ 
on Friday, January 27. It was co-cre-
ated by BRETT GOLDSTEIN, 42,  
JASON SEGAL, 42, and Bill Law-
rence. These three guys also wrote the 
scripts. 

Goldstein, a British Jew, was hired 
to write for Ted Lasso, which has be-
come the biggest hit on Apple TV+. 
Not long after he began writing Ted 
Lasso, he was cast to play aged soccer 
star Roy Kent. This role made him well 
known and he has won two successive 
Emmys for Best Supporting Actor. 

Segal not only co-created Shrink-
ing, he also co-stars in the series. His 
top-credited co-star is HARRISON 
FORD, 80. Ford can also be seen in 
the Paramount+ series 1923. I suspect 
that Ford just loves these limited-epi-
sode series (10 episodes). He can keep 
his hand in acting while not being ex-
hausted by the grind of a “traditional” 
22-episode TV series. Plus, it must be 
nice to go to a comedy series after be-
ing in a grim Western like 1923. 

Ford is the “always secular” son of 
a Jewish mother and a non-Jewish fa-
ther. Check out The Frisco Kid (1979), 
a comedic Western. Ford played a 
guy who befriends an immigrant rab-
bi (GENE WILDER). Wilder said he 
had no idea Ford’s mother was Jewish 
when he started to tutor Ford on a Jew-
ish custom. Ford told him, “I know, I 
know,” and explained how he knew.

The Living Balance Sheet® can help you protect and grow your 
business making the most of  untapped potential. Using this 
revolutionary financial model, you can:

Find hidden value in your balance sheet.Find hidden value in your balance sheet.

BRIAN SIMON, BRIAN SIMON, CChhFC, CLUFC, CLU
financial professional

brian.simon@afgfl.com

Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?
Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?

• See the big picture of  your
finances, both business and personal

• Adjust your strategies for optimal
impact across the board

• Maximize your opportunities and the value
of  your business

It’s insight you won’t find anywhere else.

For a complimentary business valuation Call Brian Simon atFor a complimentary business valuation Call Brian Simon at  
(239)(239) 246-8928 or send an email.246-8928 or send an email.

Registered Representative and Financial Advisor of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). Securities products and advisory services offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Financial Representative of �he Guardian Life Insurance Company of America (Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Guardian. Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. CA Insurance License #0G10296 �he Living Balance Sheet® and �he Living Balance Sheet® Logo are registered service marks of �he Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. Copyright 2005-2022 Guardian. 
2022-146545 Exp 11/24

Changing your address? 
Keep L’CHAYIM coming 

to your home. Email 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

Stay connected all month long at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her new 

book, Aging Jewishly, available on  
Amazon. It makes a great gift!

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old

 Rabbi 
    Barbara  
    Aiello

Zachor! Europe’s Holocaust Memorial Day  
recalls “Old Country” memories
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

CHOOSE A DATE for a small-group seminar and tour or schedule a 
private appointment at shellpoint.org/seminars or call (239) 990-2377.

 

EXPLORE SHELL POINT TODAY! ATTEND A DISCOVERY 
SEMINAR & TOUR

Visit SHELLPOINT.ORG or call 1-800-780-1131.
Shell Point is located in Fort Myers, Florida, just minutes from the islands of Sanibel and Captiva.

Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc.  ©2023 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-4650-23

Live Creatively. At Shell Point®, you’ll enjoy a fulfilling lifestyle where you can 
explore, learn, grow and continue to thrive. And with new additions to our campus, 
like Tribby Arts Center, a sparkling centerpiece for the arts, and the state-of-the-art 
Larsen Health Center, you can rest on a firm foundation, knowing that your needs 
will be taken care of — both now and in the future.

Vibrant
Healthy

Joyful
Faithful

Fulfilled
ARTful Living
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January 27, 1945, marks the libera-
tion of the Auschwitz death camp, 
where one million Jews were mur-

dered by the Nazis. In November 2005, 
the United Nations General Assembly 

resolved that Jan-
uary 27 should 
be observed as a 
day to honor the 
memory of Holo-
caust victims and 
encourage the de-
velopment of ed-
ucation programs 
about Holocaust 
history to help 
prevent further 
acts of genocide.

The calendar pages have turned, 
and January 2023 marks my 19th year 
serving as a rabbi in Italy. I am back 
on the continent where my father and 
grandparents were born. I stand on the 
blood-soaked land where the conse-
quences of antisemitism were beyond 
belief. I am here as a representative of 
the “Old Country” that our parents and 
grandparents talked about.

My father, Antonio Abramo Aiel-
lo (z”l), was a liberator of the Buch-
enwald death camp. His experiences 
coupled with my living and working 
as I do on the “doorstep” of the Shoah, 

gave special significance to each Jan-
uary 27. But it was my first Holocaust 
Memorial Day here in Europe that 
touched my heart.

It was the morning of January 27, 
2006, and Milan was paralyzed with 
Italy’s biggest snowstorm in a quar-
ter century. But that did not deter us. 
We were eight hearty souls from Syn-
agogue Lev Chadash driving to the 
prison at San Vittore in a snowstorm to 
remember the incarceration of Italian 
Jews and the eventual murder of the 
Jews of Europe. 

As the snow fell, we recalled the 
horrors of death-camp life. We noted 
that although the snow was deep and 
the temperature was below freezing, 
we Jews were dressed in coats, hats, 
scarves, gloves and boots – cold-weath-
er gear that the Jews of Auschwitz 
never had. In front of the prison, we 
found a park bench where we cleared 
the snow in order to make a place for 
our candles. Our ceremony included 
the lighting of six candles to represent 
the Six Million and to recall the signif-
icance of “Zachor,” the Hebrew word 
which means “to remember.” 

“Zachor,” we said, in voices loud 
enough for passersby to hear and for 
some of them to pause and listen. The 
first candle recalled Shabbat Zachor, 

which features the story of Amalek, 
and we remember that Haman was a 
direct descendant of one of the first 
men who set out to kill the Jews. The 
first candle served as a reminder that 
evil still exists in our world. 

“Zachor,” we said to candles two 
and three. Additional definitions of 
Zachor include “to mention” and “to 
articulate.” We remember to speak 

about those we lost and to tell their sto-
ries, like our own Becky Behar Otto-
lenghi, now of blessed memory, a sur-
vivor of the Jewish massacre at Meina 
(near Lake Como), whose tireless ef-
forts at sharing her experiences with 
school children earned her Honorary 
Citizenship from cities all over Italy.

Zachor also signifies remember-
ing those who are different. Our fourth 
candle recalled all of those who, along 
with the Jews, were also killed, includ-
ing homosexuals, gypsies, disabled 
persons and political prisoners. 

As the candles struggled and 
hissed in the falling snow, the Zachor 
of candle five recalled the murdered 
children. We honored the Holocaust 
survivors who frequented our syna-
gogue and we paused to honor our own 
child survivor, Fernanda Diaz, who 
was saved from certain death by a righ-
teous gentile, an Italian pescatore who 
shoved little Fernanda through a trap 
door in the floor of his fish market. We 
pondered a horrific statistic: for every 
Jewish child that lived through the  
Holocaust, 13 Jewish children were 
murdered by the Nazis.

The sixth candle is the Zachor 
of Shabbat. We are reminded that the 
first strand in the braided challah, the 
bread of the Sabbath, is called Zachor. 
“Remember Shabbat and keep it holy,” 

the Torah tells us. And no matter what 
our trials have been or will be, Shabbat 
brings us peace, hope and joy.

And now 17 years have passed. 
In a recent report, “Jewish Survi-

vors of the Holocaust Residing in the 
United States – Estimates and Projec-
tions 2010 – 2030,” Drs. Ron Miller, 
Pearl Beck and Berna Torr tell us that 
two years ago, in 2020, there were 

67,000 American Holocaust survivors. 
In 2030, only seven years from today, 
the statisticians predict that Holocaust 
survivors in the U.S. will number about 
15,000. Many of these survivors will be 
in their ninth decade, often too frail or 
immobile to venture out to schools or 
submit to interviews to tell their stories. 

Could it be that the loss of our eye-
witnesses is a contributing factor to the 
rise of antisemitism worldwide? And if 
so, what can we do? 

For those of us who are advanced 
in age, we have an advantage. We are 
the keepers of our family stories. We 
can share the memories that our par-
ents and grandparents shared with us. 
Often these memories are bits and 
pieces of events – some incoherent and 
confusing, but very important just the 
same. Some of us were children when 
our parents escaped from Europe and 
our fragmented memories include in-
stances of terror and fear. Now is the 
time to speak about or write about our 
memories. Now is the time to share 
what we recall. Zachor!
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

bob@gosouthnow.com

BOB 
VINIKOOR

Fort Myers REALTOR

239-258-1102

LET  ME  HELP  YOU
BUY  OR  SELL
YOUR  HOME!
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Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old

CHOOSE A DATE for a small-group seminar and tour or schedule a 
private appointment at shellpoint.org/seminars or call (239) 990-2377.

 

EXPLORE SHELL POINT TODAY! ATTEND A DISCOVERY 
SEMINAR & TOUR

Visit SHELLPOINT.ORG or call 1-800-780-1131.
Shell Point is located in Fort Myers, Florida, just minutes from the islands of Sanibel and Captiva.

Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc.  ©2023 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-4650-23

Live Creatively. At Shell Point®, you’ll enjoy a fulfilling lifestyle where you can 
explore, learn, grow and continue to thrive. And with new additions to our campus, 
like Tribby Arts Center, a sparkling centerpiece for the arts, and the state-of-the-art 
Larsen Health Center, you can rest on a firm foundation, knowing that your needs 
will be taken care of — both now and in the future.

Vibrant
Healthy

Joyful
Faithful

Fulfilled
ARTful Living
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Trend Watch: Bread Pudding  
– recipe by Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Bread pudding is having its mo-
ment of glory on restaurant 
menus these days. Today, bread 

pudding has been lifted from its orig-
inal peasant status to gourmet dishes 
that make use of a variety of ingredi-
ents ranging from fruits and nuts to 
various sweet and savory fillings.

Just the name “bread pudding” 
brings to mind homey images of ging-
ham checkerboard tablecloths and 
grandma’s kitchen, or at the very least, 
an out-of-date recipe. But recently, this 
somewhat ordinary dessert, traditional-
ly a means for reusing day-old bread, 
has made its way from the recipe 
card to the menus of some fine-dining 
restaurants. 

Today, bread pudding is popu-
lar throughout the United States. It 
can be sweet or savory, served at any 
time of day, including breakfast, as 
a side or even the main entree. And 
while any bread pudding can be served 
plain, most sweet varieties are served 
with sauces such as vanilla, chocolate 
crème, banana or berries. 

Growing up, my mother made 
bread pudding a few times a year as an 
appetizer. She always said, if you can’t 
eat dessert first on a holiday’s eve, then 
when? I love that woman.

When we were very young, my 
sister, brother and I would patiently sit 
at our little breakfast bar – propped up 
dangerously on both knees for the best 
view – watching my mother cut the 
bread, fill it with creamy chocolate and 

sometimes sweet jam or raisins, and 
then, quite dramatically, put it all into 
the oven. It was quite a show!

Each year as we grew, our part in 
helping in the bread pudding process 
progressed. It took me until I was 14 to 
bake my very own, but since that day 

I’ve made them, just like mom, at least 
once a year. Ok…maybe more than 
once! More like 10 times a year!

Bread pudding is one of my abso-
lute favorite desserts. It’s easy to make 
and is one of those great dishes you 
can whip up with all that leftover bread 
hanging out in your freezer. I have 
fond memories of my mother making  

batches of bread pudding with the 
“ends” of the bread that my brother, 
sister and I would never eat.

Now, as an adult, I love experi-
menting with different kinds of breads 
in my bread pudding, and it should 
come as no surprise that my favorite 

kind of bread to use is chal-
lah. 

Growing up in Israel, 
I remember eating challah 
bread every single week. I 
love bread (any bread) a lot, 
and I am a big fan of challah 
bread. My grandma used to 
make the softest, most deli-
cious challah bread for us. 
We ate sliced challah bread 
for breakfast with chocolate 
milk; we ate it with a jelly 
spread; we made the dough 
with cinnamon, chocolate 
and raisins. My mouth is 
watering already from just 
saying these words out 
loud!

The best moments in 
life are when you realize 
you don’t have to choose 

between two or three things you love, 
and this challah-chocolate bread pud-
ding is exactly one of those moments. 

I made this amazing challah-choc-
olate bread pudding this past weekend. 
The dessert is a powerful one. It was 
honestly a thing of glory.

My husband said that living with a 
chef has some obvious benefits, some 
of which include taste-testing and spat-
ula licking. But this here, this was a 
gift for him. I mean, just from the look 
at how sweet that bread pudding is. 
You’ll want to have your camera ready 
when it arrives.

Bread pudding is also a smart way 
to use up day-old bread, and when you 
combine chocolate in the mix – well, 
it’s a very happy situation. Top it with 
some whipped cream and white choco-
late shavings to give it extra richness or 
add a scoop of halvah ice cream. 

Happy and Sweet New Year! 
Chocolate Bread Pudding
Ingredients:

• 4 large eggs
• ¾ cup sugar
• 2 cups half-and-half or milk
• 2 tbsp unsalted butter, melted
• dash of salt
• 1 tbsp vanilla extract
• ½ tsp ground cinnamon

• ½ cup semi-sweet chocolate 
chunks

• 1 loaf challah bread cut into 
1-inch cubes

• powdered sugar, for dusting
• whipped cream, for garnish
• white chocolate shavings 

(optional) 
 X In a large bowl, whisk together the 

eggs and sugar. Add the milk or 
half-and-half, melted butter, salt, 
vanilla, cinnamon and chocolate 
chunks.

 X Toss challah cubes with the cus-
tard, making sure all the cubes are 
well coated. Transfer the cubes to 
a 9x13 baking dish, cover it light-
ly with plastic wrap and allow it to 
sit for 20 minutes. This will ensure 
that the bread really soaks up the 
egg custard mixture!

 X Meanwhile, preheat the oven to 
350. Bake for 45 minutes to 1 hour 
or until it’s still slightly jiggly but 
not liquid.

 X Serve warm; dust powdered sug-
ar on top; and whipped cream and 
white chocolate shavings for an 
extra joyful treat.

Chef’s notes:
If your bread is still fresh or not dried 
out, you can cube it into smaller piec-
es, place on a baking sheet, place in the 
oven and bake for about 8-10 minutes. 
You don’t want to completely toast the 
bread; just dry it out.

I prefer to lightly beat the eggs 
before mixing them into the wet ingre-
dients. This isn’t necessary but it does 
help to ensure that the eggs are thor-
oughly combined.

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT  
OUR FEDERATION & HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE
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• ½ cup semi-sweet chocolate 
chunks

• 1 loaf challah bread cut into 
1-inch cubes

• powdered sugar, for dusting
• whipped cream, for garnish
• white chocolate shavings 

(optional) 
 X In a large bowl, whisk together the 

eggs and sugar. Add the milk or 
half-and-half, melted butter, salt, 
vanilla, cinnamon and chocolate 
chunks.

 X Toss challah cubes with the cus-
tard, making sure all the cubes are 
well coated. Transfer the cubes to 
a 9x13 baking dish, cover it light-
ly with plastic wrap and allow it to 
sit for 20 minutes. This will ensure 
that the bread really soaks up the 
egg custard mixture!

 X Meanwhile, preheat the oven to 
350. Bake for 45 minutes to 1 hour 
or until it’s still slightly jiggly but 
not liquid.

 X Serve warm; dust powdered sug-
ar on top; and whipped cream and 
white chocolate shavings for an 
extra joyful treat.

Chef’s notes:
If your bread is still fresh or not dried 
out, you can cube it into smaller piec-
es, place on a baking sheet, place in the 
oven and bake for about 8-10 minutes. 
You don’t want to completely toast the 
bread; just dry it out.

I prefer to lightly beat the eggs 
before mixing them into the wet ingre-
dients. This isn’t necessary but it does 
help to ensure that the eggs are thor-
oughly combined.

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
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fort myers resident for 
nearly 30 years

Susan Glasser
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239-281-3105
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John R. Wood Properties
15065 McGregor Blvd Ft. Myers 33908
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Visit ArtFestFortMyers.com for more information

FEBRUARY 4 & 5, 2023
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Downtown Fort Myers Riverfront
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Enjoy & purchase some of the best 
artwork exhibited anywhere in Florida!
200 nationally known artists
Kid’s Activities | Food & Entertainment

Great food is our tradition.
Dine-In, To-Go, Curbside Pickup & Delivery
Fort Myers - Reflections Pkwy. @ Cypress Lake
Gulf Coast Landings - Alico Road and Ben Hill Griffin
Cape Coral - Santa Barbara near Veterans
Naples - Immokalee near Airport Pulling

Wine: it’s such a guy thing
By The Wine Whisperer

 Jerry  
    Greenfield

Will somebody please ex-
plain to me,” my wife 
Debi asked, “why wine is 

such a guy thing?”
We’ve sat through some fairly 

sizeable and lengthy wine tastings in 
the last few years, and she has always 
remarked on how many participants 

were of the mas-
culine persua-
sion. So I paused, 
and I reflected.

When we en-
joy wine together 
(which is pretty 
much on a daily 
basis), Debi is in-
terested and ana-
lytical, and will 

sample pretty much anything I open, 
unless it’s one of my cheapo discover-
ies from East Kishinev or Lower Bu-
rundi. Her appreciation is sensational 
rather than cerebral, and she detects 
subtleties of flavor and aroma that I 
sadly miss while I’m reading the back 
label about how the juice rested for 27 
months in new French oak barrels.

My friend Mark has a thousand 
bottles at home, representing an in-
vestment that could buy him two Ger-
man luxury cars or a villa in Tuscany. 
His wife doesn’t bother to conceal 
her extreme disinterest. She’d rather 
be trapped for a week in the Beijing 
Museum of Tap Water than sit around 
talking about wine.

Of all the wine-loving couples we 
know (the only friends we have left), 
it’s the husband who buys the wine, 
makes lists, tracks them on Excel and 
writes out the tags for the bottles. 
These joys of wine ownership seem not 
to call to women. Curious.

Debi says that luck happens when 
hard work meets opportunity. Ironical-
ly, in hunting down wine, killing it and 
dragging it home, sometimes it’s all 
luck and no work at all. A man I know 

acquired about a thousand bottles of 
really fine wines, great producers, ex-
cellent vintages, sensational selection, 
from an incipient retiree who owned 
a mom-and-pop supermarket in some 
Midwestern city. Pop sold the inven-
tory cheap because all those bottles 
had been in the basement for so long 
(under coincidentally excellent storage 
conditions) and they were so old. He’d 
never put any of it out on the shelves 
of his inner-city store because it never 
would have sold. I have so much faith 
in the personal integrity of this acci-
dental opportunist, I am confident he 
offered Pop a fair price even though he 
had been, for a brief period, a guest of 
the state.

I think it’s probably just tradition. 
The world of wine is more conser-
vative than any established religion. 
The making of wine dates from the 
time when men hunted and gathered, 
and women cooked and bred. Today, 
there are plenty of women involved 
in the making and selling (and drink-
ing) of wine, and most of them have 
better taste buds than the men. But 
when women plunk down $600+ for a 
case, they don’t keep it a secret. Too 
bad, because they never experience the 
dubious thrill of sneaking it into the 
house. But I hope you can enjoy our 
latest selections much more openly. 
Mer Soliel Chardonnay Santa Lu-
cia Highlands 2017 ($32) – The name 
means “sea and sun,” which is exactly 
the type of climate in this important 
winegrowing area north of Santa Bar-
bara. Fermented and aged in oak for 
12-15 months, the wine has a creamy 
mouthfeel nicely balanced by acidity. 
There are almond scents and notes of 
citrus, which follow through as lem-
on flavors on the palate, supported by 
toasty oak. WW 89

Siduri Pinot Noir Anderson Val-
ley 2017 ($40) – Winemaker Adam 
Lee goes way back with this varietal. 

Aromas of warm spice are comple-
mented by plush black fruit flavors and 
tiers of Old World character such as 
mushroom, nuts and herbs. WW 90-91

Double Diamond Cabernet 
Sauvignon Oakville 2017 ($50) – A 
mouthful, with 90% Cabernet and clas-
sic Bordeaux varietals comprising the 
rest of the blend. Concentrated black 
fruits on the nose and a bit of oak from 
its 14 months in the barrel. The black 
fruit pays off on the palate, seriously 
concentrated with fine tannins and a 
pleasantly grippy finish. WW 94
Ask the Wine Whisperer
Does wine get better with age? Should 
I age my wine? – Julia N., Venice

Most of us want immediate grat-
ification, and winemakers know that. 
Experts estimate that only about the 
top 10% of all red wines and perhaps 
5% of all whites have the capability to 
improve with age. So go ahead – buy it 
today and enjoy it tomorrow.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er, a wine author, educator and consul-
tant. He is an adjunct professor in the 
wine program at Florida Gulf Coast 
University. Read his blog at www.wine 
whisperer.com. Jerry’s new book, He 
Lost it in the Catskills, is available on 
Amazon, or purchase your personally 
signed copy at catskillmemories.com.
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Ernst Leitz and the Leica Freedom Train
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

 Paul  
    Bartrop

The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties 
is creating a Holocaust Education department in
response to growing antisemitism and a need for

education and remembrance. The new department
will sponsor outreach programs in the schools and
community as well as host speaking, author and 

film events. We are also in the process of creating 
a remembrance wall that will highlight local loved

ones lost in the Shoah. For naming and other donor
opportunities, or to share stories, please contact 
JFED Holocaust Education Director Ella Nayor at 

239-281-7874 or via email at
jfedholocaustdirector@gmail.com 

Jewish Federation 
of Lee and Charlotte Counties 

Holocaust Education 
and Programs Department

JEWISH INTEREST

Ernst Leitz II was the owner of 
Germany’s Leica Camera Com-
pany, through which he and his 

daughter, Elsie Kuhn-Leitz, mount-
ed a remarkable rescue effort known 
as the Leica Freedom Train, in which 
hundreds of Jews were smuggled out 

of Nazi Germany 
before and during 
the Holocaust.

Born in 1871, 
he was the second 
son of Ernst Leitz 
I, who founded an 
optics company in 
the Hessian town of 
Wetzlar in 1869 and 

turned it into a company of world re-
nown. A Protestant family, they pos-
sessed a social conscience ahead of its 
time. Ernst I, for example, instituted 
an eight-hour workday long before it 
became mandatory in Germany, ac-
companied by pensions, sick leave 
and health insurance. When he died in 
1920, his son, Ernst II, became head of 
the company, and remained in charge 
until his own death in 1956.

The Leitz family supported demo-
cratic causes in the interwar years and 
had no time for Nazism. Ernst II dis-
tanced himself as far as possible from 
the regime after the Nazis took pow-
er on January 30, 1933 (80 years ago 
this month). His canny political sense 
told him, however, that he should cov-
er himself, so he became a Nazi Party 
member soon after Hitler came into  
office.

Within days, Leitz began retrain-
ing a group of Jewish apprentices from 
Wetzlar in preparation for transferring 
them to New York. Here they would 
work in the Leica showroom on Fifth 
Avenue, or with distributors across the 
United States. In this way, he felt, he 
could rescue them from what he antic-
ipated would be an otherwise horrible 
fate. He also learned that some em-
ployees were related to Jews by mar-
riage. To these he also held out the hand 
of affiliation with the company, and 
worked to ensure that they, too, would 
be taken care of.

Over time, Leitz established what 
became known as the “Leica Freedom 
Train,” a secret means of allowing his 
Jewish workers and colleagues to leave 
Germany in the guise of Leitz employ-
ees being assigned overseas. The initia-
tive would be at its most active during 
1938 and early 1939, with groups of 
Jewish refugees disguised as Leica 
workers sailing to New York every few 
weeks. In addition, Leitz moved others 
to places elsewhere in Europe. He was 
even known to arrange for his Leica 
“employees” to be sent to Hong Kong 
as salespeople or camera technicians. 
Everyone in Leitz’s care would be sup-
plied with a Leica camera which could 
be exchanged for cash if needed. They 
were also paid a small allowance until 
they could find regular work.

Not everyone in this scheme was 
an employee, nor even involved in 
the camera industry. Still, many were 
– whether as designers, repair techni-

cians, salespeople, marketers or writ-
ers for the photographic press. Leitz 
worked to ensure that everyone would 
be looked after, but this care extended 
beyond employees to retailers, family 
members and even friends of family 
members. To get them out of Germa-
ny, Leitz “employed” them and then 
watched carefully as they were dis-
persed to various Leica sales offices 
around the world.

With the onset of war in September 
1939, the transports were stopped, but 
by then, hundreds of German and Aus-
trian Jews had escaped. The number is 
not known accurately, but if the work-
ers are counted with their families, it 
would certainly have run to 300 in the 
United States alone, with hundreds 
more elsewhere.

To engage in his life-saving work, 
Leitz ran considerable risks – not only 
for himself, but also for his family. In 
saving Jews and taking matters into 
his own hands rather than waiting to 
be told what to do, he was openly de-
fying the Nazis. From time to time, 
this defiance backfired. A senior ex-
ecutive, Alfred Turk, was jailed when 
caught trying to help Jews, and freed 
only after Leitz had paid a large bribe. 
On another occasion, Leitz’s daughter  
Elsie was imprisoned by the Gesta-
po after she was caught at the Swiss 
border helping Jewish women cross 
to safety. Interrogated, she was even-
tually freed, though not until after the 
Gestapo had given her the obligatory 
beating in custody. 

A question occurs as to how Ernst 
Leitz was able to pull off such a re-
markable and sustained rescue oper-
ation. The answer is straightforward: 
the Nazis were dependent on the mil-
itary optics produced at Leitz’s facto-
ry. The importance of having the Leitz 
Company maintain production often 
outweighed the potential value of ar-
resting and removing him from the 
workplace. Moreover, the Leitz name 
carried cachet internationally and was 
an important face in the international 
marketplace. Executives were con-
vinced that this was enough for the 
Nazis to leave the company alone, as it 
also brought in hard currency from the 
United States, Leitz’s single biggest 
market for optical goods.

After the war, the Leitz family did 
not seek any publicity for their hero-
ic efforts. Ernst Leitz himself never 
spoke about what he had done, con-
sidering that he was only doing what 
any decent person would have done 
in his position. Those he had saved, 
however, knew, and did not forget. On 
February 9, 2007, the Anti-Defamation 
League recognized Leitz posthumous-
ly with its Courage to Care Award. 
The award was accepted by his grand-
daughter, Cornelia Kuhn-Leitz, at the 
League’s National Executive Commit-
tee Meeting in Palm Beach, Florida.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

For more information, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  
or send an email to LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
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JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties 
Presents the 27th Annual  

Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida  
Sunday, February 5 - Thursday, March 2

Films will be screened at the Regal Belltower!
Open seating at all films  

for general admission tickets.
The series of 11 films is $120. 
Individual films are $12 each.

Sunday, February 5 at 3:00 p.m.
That Orchestra with 
the Broken Instruments
A broken string, fractured echo chamber, rusting valves. One 
hundred musicians meet for four days of rehearsals. They 
speak different languages. Their instruments are broken. An 
orchestra of professional and amateur musicians, young and 
old, set out on a journey against all odds, to a one-time con-
cert. The film traces the creative process from collecting the 
instruments, to workshops, to three composers and intensive 

rehearsals, to the night of the performance. Hidden among the cracks, we discover 
a lyrical and engaging take on the members of the orchestra, on what is broken and 
whole, and on the determined attempt, if only for a moment, to create harmony in a 
discordant city.
Documentary, 1 hour 20 minutes

Tuesday, February 7 at 7:15 p.m.
Rose
Rose is a 78-year-old Parisian who has built a life for her-
self around two main roles – as a wife and mother (and 
later, grandmother). When her husband passes away, Rose 
suddenly finds herself alone, dethroned as the matriarch of 
a tribe that no longer seems to need her. The protagonist 
now finds herself in the throes of an emotional crisis with 
unexpected and cathartic consequences. What is her place 
within a family which has inevitably lost its glue? How can 
she impose her presence on a society which places its sole 
value on youth? The film is a poetic and highly personal 

portrait of a woman who decides to take control of her own destiny.
Drama, 1 hour 42 minutes, French with English subtitles

Thursday, February 9 at 7:15 p.m.
Bad Nazi, Good Nazi
Bad Nazi, Good Nazi is the extraordinary story of Ger-
man officer Wilm Hosenfeld, immortalized in Roman 
Polanski’s film as the Nazi who saved the life of pianist 
Władysław Szpilman. Hosenfeld’s personal diaries re-
cord his chilling, gradual disillusionment with the Nazi 
war machine he belonged to, and that Szpilman, incredi-
bly, is just one of 60 people he saved. A group of support-
ers are inspired to have Hosenfeld memorialized at the 
local school he led before enlisting in Hitler’s army, but 
the villagers struggle to come to terms with the compli-
cated legacy of a man they want to forget – a Nazi officer 
and a serial rescuer.

Drama, 60 minutes, Hebrew & German with English subtitles

Monday, February 13 at 3:00 p.m.
Our Almost Completely 
True Story
Life in Hollywood has lost its luster for timeless actress  
Mariette Hartley. Although her reputation precedes her from 
the peak of her acting career decades prior, meaningful work 
these days – and a decent date – are hard to find. When she 
meets Jerry Sroka, a forever-comic who has also been wading 
through L.A.’s insufferable dating scene, Jerry immediately 
falls for her stunning elegance and exceptionally dry humor. 

As things get serious and unexpected challenges arise, she wonders if it may be too 
late for love. Written by and starring Hartley and Sroka, the film shares the hilarious, 
vulnerable realities for aging actors and the search for love as seniors in Hollywood.
Drama, Comedy, 92 minutes, English

Tuesday, February 14 at 7:15 p.m.
One More Story
Yarden Gat is a young and brilliant journalist on a mission: to 
find true love for her best friend and for herself. She convinces 
him to go out on a daily date, for a month, each evening with a 
different woman, until he finds the right one. It’s like a reality 
show, but for her newspaper. Who will get there first? This is 
Guri Alfi’s new romantic comedy.
Drama, Comedy, 91 minutes
Hebrew with English subtitles

Thursday, February 16 at 7:15 p.m.
Here We Are
Aharon has devoted his life to raising his son Uri. They live 
together in a gentle routine, away from the real world. But 
Uri is autistic, and now as a young adult it might be time for 
him to live in a specialized home. While on their way to the 
institution, Aharon decides to run away with his son and hits 
the road, knowing that Uri is not ready for this separation.  
Or is it, in fact, his father who is not ready?
Drama, 92 minutes, Hebrew with English subtitles

Sunday, February 19 at 3:00 p.m.
Shepherd: The Story 
of a Jewish Dog
The timeless, unbreakable bond between a boy and his faith-
ful dog is put to the ultimate test in 1930s Germany, in this 
heartwarming family drama. When the Nuremberg Laws are 
passed, forbidding Jews to own pets, Kaleb, a German Shep-
herd, is separated from his Jewish family and his 10-year-old 
master, Joshua. We follow Kaleb as he becomes a street dog 
and then captured and eventually adopted by an SS dog train-
er at a Nazi work camp where the dog has now been trained 

to help round up and terrorize Jewish prisoners.
Narrative Feature, 1 hour 35 min., English

Sponsored by

Sponsored by Sara & Brian Krivisky

Sponsored by Marsha & Mike Kistler

Sponsored by 
Norman Love 
Chocolates

Sponsored by Karin Fine

Sponsored by  
Andi & Bill Horowitz
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Tuesday, February 21 at 7:15 p.m.
Neighbours
Set in the 1980s in a small Kurdish village in northeastern 
Syria, Mano Khalil’s masterful film, which was inspired 
by his personal life story, comes to life through the eyes of 
its endearing young hero, Sero, a six-year-old whose vivid 
recollections transport us to a world both sad and beautiful, 
innocent and full of pain. Determined to eliminate all rem-
nants of Kurdish cultural identity in his students, Sero’s new 
grade-school teacher instills the tenets of Arab Ba’ath Party 
nationalism. While some of his classmates come to embrace 
their teacher’s enthusiasm for fascist ideology, Sero continues 

to dream of better ways to spend his time. He would much sooner watch his favorite 
cartoons or spend time with his uncle helping his Jewish neighbors on the Sabbath. 
While life at school grows increasingly intolerable for Sero, nothing could prepare 
him for the pain that was still to come under the new totalitarian leadership. 
Drama, 1 hour 45 minutes, Hebrew, Arabic, Kurdish with English subtitles

Thursday, February 23 at 7:15 p.m.
Women of Valor
In the Haredi community, a woman’s obligation is to marry 
and bear children, and serve as primary breadwinner while her 
husband studies religious texts. Haredi political parties in Is-
rael forbid women to seek public office. Fed up with the status 
quo, Esty Shushan is fighting to change that. She co-founds 
a nonprofit calling for representation of Orthodox women in 
the Knesset, taking their case to the Israeli Supreme Court. To 
prepare the next generation for leadership roles, her Nivcharot 
organization establishes a program to mentor young women 

and get the first female name on the ballot. But change comes with a cost as Esty’s ac-
tivism brings threats, suspicion and online harassment. Ostracized as a “fake Haredi,” 
she must reconcile deep-rooted frustration over ultra-Orthodox life with her efforts to 
bring the silent voices of women to the center of Israeli discourse.
Documentary, 77 minutes, Hebrew and English

Tuesday, February 28 at 7:15 p.m.
Greener Pastures
Dov, a widower who begrudgingly resides in a nursing 
home, dreams of buying back his old house where he 
raised his family. Since his pension fell through, Dov’s 
finances are thin, which he entirely blames on the bureau-
cracy of the state. One day, to his surprise, he finds out 
that almost all the residents in the nursing home partake of 
medical marijuana to help with their aches and pains. In-
spired by this realization, he gets a wild idea that he thinks 
will solve all his problems. What if he sells marijuana to 
the residents himself? Dov finds himself at a crossroads 
where he must decide whether he is willing to risk every-
thing he has for what really matters most to him. The film 

is irresistible, funny and full of hilarious moments that will leave you laughing well 
into the next scene.
Comedy, 1 hour 30 minutes, Hebrew with English subtitles

Thursday, March 2 at 7:15 p.m.
Exodus 91
Exodus 91 tells the incredible story of Operation Solo-
mon, Israel’s airlift of the Ethiopian Jewish communi-
ty. Using documentary footage and reenactments, this  
feature-length film follows Asher Naim, the Israeli am-
bassador to Ethiopia, as he navigates the treacherous 
world of bureaucracy and politics in a region racked by 
civil war. Part historical drama, part documentary, the film 
blurs the lines between past and present to look beyond 
the euphoric salvation of Ethiopian Jewry. On a more uni-
versal level, the film explores challenging questions sur-
rounding cultural identity, the politics of immigration, and 
the hardships that remain for these immigrants, and the 
others that followed, to this day.

Docudrama, 1 hour 30 minutes, Hebrew, Amharic, English

    

                               
                                             FILMS                                                     DATES

 

That Orchestra with the Broken  
Instruments – Opening Day 
               

Sunday (Matinee), February 5                                                     
3:00 P.M. 

Rose 
 

Tuesday, February 7                                                                        
7:15 P.M. 

Bad Nazi, Good Nazi Thursday, February 9 
7:15 P.M. 

Our Almost Completely True Story Monday (Matinee), February 13                                                 
3:00 P.M. 

One More Story Tuesday, February 14                                                                   
7:15 P.M. 

Here We Are Thursday, February 16                                                              
7:15 P.M. 

Shepard: The Story of a Jewish Dog Sunday, (Matinee), February 19                                                                    
3:00 P.M. 

Neighbors Tuesday, February 21 
7:15 P.M. 

Women of Valor  Thursday, February 23 
7:15 P.M. 

Greener Pastures Tuesday,  February 28 
7:15 P.M. 

Exodus 91—Closing Day  Thursday, March 2 
7:15 P.M. 

To purchase your festival pass and individual tickets visit: 
www.JewishFederationlcc.org/JFF2023 

For more information please email Aimee Levine-Miles at 
aimeemiles@jfedlcc.org or call 239.481.4449 x4 

2023 Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida 
Sponsored by: Tile Outlets of America 

    

Regal Belltower Stadium 20 Theaters 
SERIES OF 11 FILMS:  $120 (discounted rate)           

                    INDIVIDUAL FILM TICKETS: $12 each 
Passes & tickets are available online 

Sponsored by
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BRIEFS
ISRAEL IS 5TH SAFEST 
COUNTRY FOR TOURISTS; 
U.S. IS 30TH
According to a study by a U.S. insur-
ance comparison website called The 
Swiftest, Israel is the 5th safest among 
the 50 countries most widely visited by 
tourists.

Visiting Israel is ranked safer than 
visiting the U.S. (ranked 30), Canada 
(21), Australia (18), France (15) and 
the UK (10).

Only Switzerland, the Netherlands, 
Denmark and Singapore were consid-
ered safer than Israel. (Herb Keinon, 
Jerusalem Post)

3,000TH PALESTINIAN 
CHILD HAS HEART 
OPERATION IN ISRAEL 
THROUGH SAVE A CHILD’S 
HEART
Amir Yichya Mabchuch, a five-year-
old boy from Jabaliya, just north of 
Gaza City, was brought on Sunday, 
November 20 to the Wolfson Medical 
Center in Holon, where Israeli doctors 
performed open-heart surgery to save 
his life.

He was the 3,000th child from the 
Palestinian territories to undergo such 
surgery in Israel, brought by Save a 
Child’s Heart, an Israeli NGO that 
since 1995 has helped more than 6,000 
children from 65 countries, mostly in 
the developing world.

Amir’s mother said, “When the 
doctors told us there was a possibility 

for Israeli doctors to carry out the com-
plicated operation Amir needed, we 
were so happy. Everyone here in Gaza 
talks about how Israeli doctors are the 
most professional in the world and that 
they can be trusted completely.”

Mabchuch family members said 
they will return to Gaza with profound 
gratitude toward the Israelis who went 
out of their way to help Amir. (Jack 
Mukand, Times of Israel)

THE IMPACT OF THE WAR 
IN UKRAINE ON ISRAEL 

 ¡ The war in Ukraine has led the 
West to wake up to the sudden real-
ity of military threats. The prospect 
of a major contract for the sale of 
Israeli missile defense technology 
to Germany is one part of a broader 
pattern: enhancing Israel’s position 
as a significant center of military 
production and innovation.

 ¡ This is often accompanied by a 
growing understanding of Israel’s 
motivations and conduct in a dan-
gerous strategic environment.

 ¡ Meanwhile, Iran’s supply of drones 
to Russia for attacks on civilian 
targets in Ukraine makes it easier 
for Israel to make the case against 
concessions that would fuel Teh-
ran’s ambitions.

 ¡ Another important gain for Israel 
is the greatly increased rate of Jew-
ish immigration from both Ukraine 
and Russia.

 ¡ The growing affinity between the 
regime in Iran and Putin’s Russia 

seems to have led to a Western re-
assessment of the Iranian issue as a 
whole. On this point, Israeli mes-
sages, both in terms of intelligence 
information shared with Western 
partners and its public diplomacy 
decrying Iran’s policies, may have 
helped move the needle.

 ¡ With Iran firmly aligning itself 
with the anti-Western camp forged 
by the war, the meaning of a nu-
clear deal changes. It is no longer 
a statesmanlike achievement for 
U.S. diplomacy, but a sign of fatal 
weakness in the face of a schem-
ing, hostile player.

 ¡ The bottom line is that the glob-
al and regional reality created by 
the war strengthens Israel and en-
hances its international and region-
al standing. (Col. (res.) Dr. Eran 
Lerman, who held senior posts in 
IDF Military Intelligence for over 
20 years, is Vice President of Je-
rusalem Institute for Strategy and 
Security)

SOME OF RUSSIA’S 
BIGGEST TALENTS FLEE 
TO ISRAEL, SEEKING 
FREEDOM
Some of Russia’s biggest artistic tal-
ents immigrated to Israel in 2022, find-
ing a safe place to rebuild their careers 
and voice their conscience about their 
country’s war in Ukraine. More than 
28,000 Russian nationals have ac-
quired Israeli citizenship since the war 
began. They include a pop superstar, 
a top photojournalist, and many other 
creatives in art, theater, film, music and 
dance.

Those with at least one Jewish 
grandparent can get Israeli citizenship 
for themselves and their close fam-
ily. “When the war started, I think, 
like, everybody literally remembered 
their Jewish grandma,” says Liza Ro-
zovsky, a Russian-born Israeli journal-
ist tracking Russian celebrity arrivals. 
Israel is already home to one million 
Russian-speakers who fled the Sovi-
et Union in the 1990s. (Daniel Estrin, 
NPR)

CHANGING POPULATION 
PATTERNS WILL RESHAPE 
THE MIDDLE EAST
The UN’s Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs recently released 
its 2022 World Population Prospects 
report. The UN forecasts that Turkey 
and Iran will experience population de-
clines by the year 2100. Iraq is predict-
ed to expand from 44 million to 112 
million. Yemen is projected to increase 
from 34 million to 74 million. Egypt is 
slated to almost double from 111 mil-
lion to 205 million. Saudi Arabia is ex-
pected to reach 50 million.

The UN forecasts that Israel’s pop-
ulation will double from 9.2 million 
to 18.4 million. The Palestinian popu-
lation in Gaza and the West Bank will 
grow from 5.2 million to 12.8 million. 
Syria will nearly double from 22 mil-
lion to 43 million. Jordan will grow 
from 11 million to 18 million. Yet, 
Lebanon will shrink from 5.5 million 
to 4.7 million. (Patrick Clawson, Se-
nior Fellow and Director of Research, 
Washington Institute for Near East  
Policy)

continued on next page 

Sign up for the  
Federation’s weekly 

e-blasts. Send an email to  
AimeeMiles@jfedlcc.org.
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For daily news stories related to Israel & the 
Jewish world, visit the Federation’s website 

at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

Dale Chihuly uses Israeli tech to make over  
New York synagogue

Those with at least one Jewish 
grandparent can get Israeli citizenship 
for themselves and their close fam-
ily. “When the war started, I think, 
like, everybody literally remembered 
their Jewish grandma,” says Liza Ro-
zovsky, a Russian-born Israeli journal-
ist tracking Russian celebrity arrivals. 
Israel is already home to one million 
Russian-speakers who fled the Sovi-
et Union in the 1990s. (Daniel Estrin, 
NPR)

CHANGING POPULATION 
PATTERNS WILL RESHAPE 
THE MIDDLE EAST
The UN’s Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs recently released 
its 2022 World Population Prospects 
report. The UN forecasts that Turkey 
and Iran will experience population de-
clines by the year 2100. Iraq is predict-
ed to expand from 44 million to 112 
million. Yemen is projected to increase 
from 34 million to 74 million. Egypt is 
slated to almost double from 111 mil-
lion to 205 million. Saudi Arabia is ex-
pected to reach 50 million.

The UN forecasts that Israel’s pop-
ulation will double from 9.2 million 
to 18.4 million. The Palestinian popu-
lation in Gaza and the West Bank will 
grow from 5.2 million to 12.8 million. 
Syria will nearly double from 22 mil-
lion to 43 million. Jordan will grow 
from 11 million to 18 million. Yet, 
Lebanon will shrink from 5.5 million 
to 4.7 million. (Patrick Clawson, Se-
nior Fellow and Director of Research, 
Washington Institute for Near East  
Policy)

Digital textile printing firm translates famed glass artist’s drawings  
to beautiful fabrics that supplement his installation.
By Naama Barak, ISRAEL21c, December 14, 2022

The Hampton Synagogue in West- 
hampton Beach, New York, 
recently got a techy makeover 

when renowned glass artist Dale Chi-
huly utilized the abilities of an Israeli 
digital textile printing firm in his work 
on the site.

Visitors to Jack’s House, a chil-
dren’s community center connected 
to the synagogue, will now be able to 
admire Chihuly’s glass decorations, 
supplemented by the ark curtain, table-
cloth and fabric decorations designed 

by Chihuly and Israel-based interna-
tional designer Edward Jacobs and 
printed by Kornit Digital.

“We managed to bring in one of 
the greatest living artists of the Unit-
ed States and the world. We were able 
to get Dale Chihuly, the master, and he 
did this beautiful glass installation,” 
said Jacobs.

Alongside the glass installations 
are textile designs imagined by Chi-
huly and Jacobs, which had to be trans-
lated from paper to fabric.

“We needed to find a way to repro-
duce that art, which he did on paper, 
to produce that on fabric,” Jacobs ex-
plained. “When we were first exposed 
to the technology we were really just 
blown away.”

“The ability that Kornit has to real-
ly capture the vibrancy, the subtlety, of 
colors and of linear delineations on the 
fabric… you don’t see something like 
that,” he said.

“The machines performed on al-
most everything just flawlessly. Once 
we chose it, once we had the fabric, 
once we did the test, they produced ev-
erything within a week.”

Kornit Digital specializes in sus-
tainable, on-demand manufacturing, 
which eliminates over-production and 
helps cut water waste and CO2 emis-
sions. Headquartered in Israel, it has 
six locations worldwide and over 900 
employees.

Kornit Digital Business Develop-
ment Manager Gil Shavit said, “Tech-
nology empowers all artists to bring 

their creative vision to life via textile, 
as it does in this moving project. We’re 
thrilled to play a part in this special, 
global activity with a distinguished art-
ist like Dale Chihuly, thanks to Edward 
Jacobs, who brought these two worlds 
together.”
Naama Barak is a writer at ISRAEL21c. 
A PhD student at the Hebrew Univer-
sity of Jerusalem, she loves all things 
history and politics. Food and fashion 
come a close second. Prior to joining 
ISRAEL21c, Naama worked for Isra-
el’s leading English-language dailies 
and cutting-edge startups. 

The fabric design was initially sketched out by 
Dale Chihuly and interior designer Edward Jacobs 

and then printed out and delivered to New York 
within a week (photo courtesy of Kornit Digital)

Dale Chihuly’s glass installation is accompanied by fabric decorations created using  
digital textile printing technology (photo courtesy of Kornit Digital)

continued from previous page

BRIEFS
CHANGES IN AMERICAN 
SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL
For decades, the American public has 
sided with Israel by rather hefty mar-
gins. A 2022 survey by the Jewish 
Institute for Liberal Values of like-
ly voters in the U.S. found that Israel 
sympathizers outnumber Palestinian 
sympathizers by almost 2:1 – 39% to 
21%. If we focus on those with strong 
feelings, the pro-Israel advantage in 
the American public grows to nearly 
3:1 (22% for Israel vs. 8% for the Pal-
estinians).

Among Boomers, now age 58-76, 
Israel sympathizers outnumber Pales-
tinian sympathizers by over 4:1 (52% 
vs. 12%). But among Millennials, age 
26-41, Israel sympathizers and Pales-
tinian sympathizers are almost equal 
(31% vs 29%). The long-standing 
widespread support for Israel in the 
American public is clearly at risk, as 
pro-Israel attitudes are less frequent 
among younger likely voters than their 
parents’ generation. (Samuel J. Abrams 
and David Bernstein, Los Angeles Jew-
ish Journal)

THE ONLY COUNTRY 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
THAT HAS A GROWING 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
IS ISRAEL
The Middle East is being cleansed of 
Christians after two millennia of faith-
ful presence.

The only country in the region that 
has a growing Christian community is 
Israel, where the Christian population 
grew by 1.4% in 2020, and where their 
religious freedom is guaranteed.

In a December 2021 report by Isra-
el’s Central Bureau of Statistics, 84% 
of Christians surveyed indicated they 
were satisfied with life in Israel.

In Syria in 2011, there were 1.7 
million Christians. Today there are 
fewer than 450,000. In Aleppo alone, 
the Christian population has shrunk 
from 360,000 in 2012 to 25,000 today.

In Iraq in 2003, there were 1.5 mil-
lion Christians. Today there are under 
120,000.

In the past 100 years, the town of 
Bethlehem saw its Christian percent-
age fall from 84% to 28% in 2007.

In the West Bank and Gaza, the 
Christian percentage has plummeted 
from 11% in 1922 to 1% in 2017. (An-
drew Bennett, National Post - Canada)

Sign up for the  
Federation’s weekly 

e-blasts. Send an email to  
AimeeMiles@jfedlcc.org. Reserve your tickets today!  ArtFestFortMyers.com

February 4&5
OPENING NIGHT
February 3, 6pm
Caloosa Sound Convention Center
West entrance / Edwards & Monroe St.

Downtown Fort Myers

Support the arts in this gathering of art connoisseurs 
just like you as you enjoy all the benefits of being a VIP.

VIP Club on Opening Night, Friday, February 3
Overlooking the downtown waterfront and glorious sunset

– Gourmet hors d'oeuvres from fine restaurants
– Wine and Beer
– 60 fabulous artists

VIP Club Saturday & Sunday, February 4 & 5
– Mimosas, coffee & scones to start your day
– Catered specialty lunch / Afternoon Snack Bar
– Wine, beer and more all day
– 200 fabulous artists

VIP Club ticket holders will also have access 
to VIP seating at 

Experience 
ArtFest 

as a VIP
Receive VIP Perks
& FREE Parking ALLweekend!

Symphony on the Sound 
a free concert performance by 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3 at the Caloosa Sound Amphitheater

ALL 
FOR
$125

per 
person
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COMMENTARY

Football vs. soccer
By Keith Grossman

 Keith 
    Grossman

I didn’t know anyone who played 
soccer until I was 12 years old. 
That was for people from other 

countries, and those rubes didn’t even 
call it soccer; it was football. But I’m 
getting ahead of myself.

One day, the gym teacher tells 
us we’re playing soccer, so there we 

are out on the 
field (never “the 
pitch”). One kid, 
Greg, is a super-
star. He’s kicking 
the ball around 
with total control. 
He even bounces 
it off his knee. I 
look at Greg like 
he has no hands...

which is totally fine in soccer, by the 
way.

A lot has changed since I was 12. 
At the risk of stumbling over my own 
feet, I’ll explain the growth of this 
non-American sport.

In 1863, a bunch of English 
schools decided to standardize rules 
forcing athletes to use only their feet. 
They called their game “Association 
Football,” which was later shortened 
to “soccer” because somehow the Brits 
decided “soccer” was a slang abbrevia-
tion of the word “association.” In some 
related way, they also use the slang 
word “rugger” for “rugby.” Do they re-
ally speak English in that country?

Latin Americans saw what was 
happening in England when British 
sailors played soccer at the Buenos Ai-
res port while the Argentinians had to 
load and unload the ships. The Latins 
stopped what they were doing and said, 
“Qué bueno.”

Brits used the word “soccer” into 
the 1980s when they suddenly real-
ized they lost the Revolutionary War. 

In response, they decided to show us 
Yanks by no longer saying “soccer.” 
But, as King George sings in Hamilton, 
“They’ll be back.”

Both the sport and the word “foot-
ball” spread around the world, except 
in the United States. We had our own 
sport called “football,” and we won the 
war, so we could call it whatever we 
wanted. Soccer didn’t find a home in 
the U.S. because we prefer sports with 
American history. Therefore, football, 
baseball and basketball have main-
tained greater popularity.

The Brits were persistent, though, 
and now they had other European 
countries and Latin America playing 
the same game. They found their way 
into the heads and feet of the most vul-
nerable Americans – our youth. They 
made the rules of the game easy to 
understand. You don’t need any equip-
ment, just a round ball. YMCAs made 
it a required youth sport. And then an 
award-winning television program 
about an American football coach 
moving to England to coach a soccer 
team became a huge hit…in America.

Those darn Brits thought of every-
thing. I wouldn’t be surprised if they 
are transmitting subliminal messages to 
guests at Walt Disney’s Epcot Center.

And now we have World Cup fe-
ver. The United States hosted the 1994 
Men’s World Cup and the 1999 Wom-
en’s World Cup. The women’s team has 
won four World Cups and four Olym-
pic gold medals. The men’s team went 
to the Round of 16 in the 2022 World 
Cup, and we could watch every game 
on TV. In 2026, our country is hosting 
the World Cup again. 

Soccer is now the fourth most pop-
ular sport in the U.S., after football, 
basketball and baseball. It has sur-
passed hockey, and is breathing down 

This is a tough time for streaming 
services. Netflix, Disney and 
Warner Bros. are all struggling. 

Programming is expensive, and it’s a 
constant challenge to get people to pay 
you to use your service.

The dominant model for entertain-
ment over the past 
30 years has been 
the cable bundle, 
where everyone 
pays for all the 
channels whether 
they watch them 
or not. If you have 
cable, you pay for 
Fox News, CNN 
and MSNBC no 

matter which one you prefer to watch.
The Jewish community has been 

dealing with a similar issue in affilia-
tion. Synagogues and Federations de-
pend on communities to support them 
through participation and regular fi-
nancial gifts.

In Pew Research Center’s 2020 
survey, only 35 percent of Jews said 
they belong to a synagogue, but that 
doesn’t mean they go. Only 20 percent 
said they attend services more than once 
or twice a month. That means the other 
80 percent are like the people dropping 
their cable or streaming subscriptions. 
Common reasons given for not going 
to services were, “I’m not religious,” 
“I’m just not interested” and “I express 
my Jewishness in other ways.”

We could hope that one of the ways 
they express their Jewishness was 

 Brian 
    Simon
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the neck of baseball. Thirty-one per-
cent of Americans call themselves soc-
cer fans, which is an all-time high. It’s 
the second most popular sport among 
Americans aged 12-24. Attendance at 
both men’s and women’s U.S. profes-
sional soccer matches is setting records.

The Brits released this juggernaut, 
so it’s now time for the U.S. to own 

it and take the credit. That would be 
uniquely American. We need to flex our 
American muscle and lead the drive to 
change the sport’s name back to soccer 
around the world. We are the United 
States, and we dominate everything! 
Let’s dominate this sport and make 
the rest of the world call it what we  
want!

   

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS 
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent  

Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us. 

Karin Fine 
Sherri & Ira Zucker 
The Cadkin Foundation 
Shalom Dancers 
Taryn Sasser 

Anonymous 
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help 
Naomi Bloom  
Barbara & Earl Magdovitz 
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein 

    INDIGENT FUND / MARCIA CAN HELP 
 Marty Freling 

Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Temple Judea 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Bat Yam 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Shalom Life Center 
Shalom Dancers 
Naomi Bloom 
Alan & Edina Lessack 
Shalom Club of DWLWR 
Julie Smalfelt 
George & Joyce Rosinger 
Reina Schlager 

Edward & Beverly Drucker 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 
Stephanie Levin 
Roberta Parillo 
Nevin Mindlin 
Sidney & Diane Jensen 
Tammy & Michael Rochman 
Stuart & Toni Morgenstein 
Barry & Barbara Epstein 
Prosper & Edward Anselm 
Sunny & Clive Lubner 
Stephanie Levin 
The "Bookie's"  
Book Club of Shell Point 

    FOOD PANTRY 

Temple Judea 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Bat Yam 
Temple Beth Shalom 

Shalom Life Center 
Shalom Dancers 
James & Betty Rubenstein 
Victor Gold 

    LINDA F. IDELSON CULINARY DESIGN FUND 
Charles Idelson 
Carolyn Gora 
Anita Freedman 
Claire Goldhagen 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 

Anne Schwartz 
Andy & Debbie Shuping 
Hy Tuchman 
James & Betty Rubenstein 
 

HURRICANE RELIEF FUND 

 
 

Marsha Weiner 
June E. Swartz Family Fund 
Marlboro Jewish Center 
Glen & Rita Gardberg 

Lance & Carol Kann 
David Vershel 
Linda Bogner-Norton 
Betty Taylor 

TOGETHER  
We can make a 
Difference  

Irwin Sebelowitz & Gail F. Koppelman 
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COMMENTARY

Encouraging signs
By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President

This is a tough time for streaming 
services. Netflix, Disney and 
Warner Bros. are all struggling. 

Programming is expensive, and it’s a 
constant challenge to get people to pay 
you to use your service.

The dominant model for entertain-
ment over the past 
30 years has been 
the cable bundle, 
where everyone 
pays for all the 
channels whether 
they watch them 
or not. If you have 
cable, you pay for 
Fox News, CNN 
and MSNBC no 

matter which one you prefer to watch.
The Jewish community has been 

dealing with a similar issue in affilia-
tion. Synagogues and Federations de-
pend on communities to support them 
through participation and regular fi-
nancial gifts.

In Pew Research Center’s 2020 
survey, only 35 percent of Jews said 
they belong to a synagogue, but that 
doesn’t mean they go. Only 20 percent 
said they attend services more than once 
or twice a month. That means the other 
80 percent are like the people dropping 
their cable or streaming subscriptions. 
Common reasons given for not going 
to services were, “I’m not religious,” 
“I’m just not interested” and “I express 
my Jewishness in other ways.”

We could hope that one of the ways 
they express their Jewishness was 

through their local Federation. Twenty- 
five percent of those surveyed said they 
attended Jewish film festivals.

Since starting our own streaming 
service for Jewish films seems like a 
non-starter, part of our challenge at the 
Federation is to provide meaningful 
programming that the community is 
willing to support through volunteer-
ing, attending events and annual cam-
paign gifts. 

One encouraging sign has been the 
response to recent calamities. I have 
been blown away by the amount of 
giving in time, money and supplies af-
ter Hurricane Ian. Your generosity has 
allowed the Federation to help hun-
dreds of Jews and non-Jews through-
out Southwest Florida. The community 
responded similarly during the Covid 
pandemic. 

It’s clear that one of the first things 
Southwest Florida Jews do in times 
of trouble is look for ways to help.  
Additionally, we have received incred-
ible support from Jewish Federations 
throughout Florida and from The Jew-
ish Federations of North America. 

But back to the business of busi-
ness models. When I wrote these col-
umns as Federation president (back 
then my columns were on the front 
page; Keith Grossman and I are like 
schleppers way back here in the pa-
per), I tried to bring everything back 
to the core mission of the organiza-
tion – support the local community as 
well as the Jewish community in Israel 
and throughout the world, and produce 

 Brian 
    Simon
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it and take the credit. That would be 
uniquely American. We need to flex our 
American muscle and lead the drive to 
change the sport’s name back to soccer 
around the world. We are the United 
States, and we dominate everything! 
Let’s dominate this sport and make 
the rest of the world call it what we  
want!

Jewish programming. The Federation 
provides the organization to do those 
things, but it’s all dependent on a lo-
cal Jewish community that’s willing to 
support the effort.

In the new year, we will gather for 
an in-person film festival, God willing. 
We’ll meet for meals and celebrate 
Israel and put on the Jewish cultural 
programming that we’ve done for so 
long. The Federation will also con-
tinue with the work of supporting the 

hurricane recovery effort. 
I am grateful for the incredible 

work that Debbie Sanford and the en-
tire staff of the Federation (including 
volunteers) have done over the past 
few months. And I am grateful that the 
Jewish community of Southwest Flori-
da has been willing to support it.
Brian Simon is a former president of 
the Federation. His views are not nec-
essarily those of the Federation or its 
board.

Read the current and recent issues of L’CHAYIM 
online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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The spiritual energy and talent of our new 
Cantor, Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer, combined with 
the aura of the Federation’s magnanimous 
gesture, made for a magical evening.

FROM THE BIMAH

A big thank you to the Jewish Federation!
Throughout the past 50 years of 

my rabbinate – in Columbia, 
MD, Nashville, TN, West Hart-

ford, CT, during my tenure as President 
of the World Union for Progressive Ju-
daism and now as Rabbi of Bat Yam 
Temple of the Islands in Sanibel – I 
have always been a fan and supporter 
of the local Jewish Federation.

I have always 
been grateful that 
the umbrella orga-
nization for Jewish 
life in the communi-
ties where my wife 
Vickie and I lived 
and served was there 
to improve the qual-
ity of Jewish life for 
Jews wherever they 

stood along the long spectrum of Jew-
ish religious practice.

On my first Yom Kippur in Mary-
land in 1973, the Yom Kippur War 
broke out, and the Federation went 
into action immediately galvanizing 
the community at a time when the very 
existence of Israel, which had been 
caught unprepared for Egypt’s inva-
sion, was in doubt.

In every subsequent year, I have 
had reason to be grateful for the pres-
ence and activities of the Federation, 
but never so much as this year.

As many of you know, Bat Yam’s 
home in the Sanibel Congregation-
al UCC was severely damaged along 
with our home and the homes of many 
of our congregants the day after Rosh 
Hashanah. Graciously, our now retired 

Cantor Murray Simon and his wife 
Toby offered to have us Zoom what 
turned out to be very meaningful Yom 
Kippur worship from their home near 
Sarasota.

But what would we do then? For a 
few weeks, I broadcast Shabbat mes-
sages from our temporary home in 
Tampa, where we relocated because 

Vickie is being treated for Stage III 
non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma at the Mof-
fitt Cancer Center. Thankfully, her dis-
ease is responding well to treatment, 
and (as I write this article) we have just 
moved back closer to home in Cape 
Coral.

Temple Beth El in Fort Myers, 
led by my wonderful colleague Rabbi  
Nicole Luna, and Temple Shalom in 
Naples, led by Rabbi Adam Miller, 
both reached out to me with gracious 
offers to host our congregation, and for 
these kindnesses we are forever grate-
ful.

Still, our board, skillfully and sen-
sitively led by President Alan Lessack, 
felt strongly that we should do every-
thing possible to maintain the indepen-
dence and cohesiveness of our small 
congregation.

As we pondered this formidable 

 Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

goal, along came Jewish Federation of 
Lee and Charlotte Counties’ Executive 
Director Debbie Sanford and President 
Marsha Kistler with an irresistibly gra-
cious offer. They invited us to resume 
in-person worship starting on Novem-
ber 18 in the community room of the 
Federation offices. They even supplied 
our Oneg Shabbat.

They greeted us at the door that 
Shabbat Eve, and the room was packed. 
Debbie and Marsha asked if they could 
“welcome us” before our service be-
gan, and to our incredulous ears, Deb-
bie announced that the Federation had 
authorized a most generous grant to 
our synagogue to help us rebound from 
the devastation of Ian.

The spiritual energy and talent 

of our new Cantor, Rabbi Sunny 
Schnitzer, combined with the aura of 
the Federation’s magnanimous gesture, 
made for a magical evening.

If that was all the Federation did, 
my congregation and I would say, Day-
enu! It is more than enough. But that is 
just a tiny sliver of the ways the Feder-
ation improves life for both the Jewish 
and non-Jewish communities. It feeds 
hundreds of people from its Cadkin 
Foundation Food Pantry every week, 
and runs an impressive array of com-
munity action, educational and social 
programs.

The Federation’s Community 
Breakfast on December 4, featuring 
author, actress, singer and daughter of 
“Holocaust Fighters,” Eleanor Reissa, 
brought out huge numbers from across 
the Jewish communal spectrum.

For all the reasons I mentioned 
above, Vickie and I are increasing our 
Federation pledge this year. We invite 
you to do the same.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on San-
ibel Island.

Community Relations Council 
Lee & Charlotte  
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For more information or to join, contact 
Debbie Sanford at 239.481.4449 ext. 6  
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FROM THE BIMAH

Let’s show the world what Jewish life can be all about

 Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

A reporter from the Associated 
Press recently interviewed me 
about antisemitism. It was the 

same reporter who called me after Hur-
ricane Ian. She ended our conversation 
saying, “Here’s to our next call being 
not about natural or manmade trage-
dies but actual good news.” 

Like all of us, I’ve been deeply 
troubled by the pro-
lific antisemitic rhet-
oric and actions from 
high-profile figures. 
Antisemitism is out 
there in the open. 
And as much as I’m 
grateful to the news 
for raising an alarm, 
alerting their readers 
and viewers about 

this dangerous and pernicious speech, 
and interviewing Jewish leaders about 
it, this is not the message of Judaism 
that I want spread – of a people perpet-
ually victimized, the object of hatred, 
struggling to simply survive. We are 
so much more. Which is why I want to 
share with you a somewhat surprising 
but important tactic for combating an-
tisemitism: a television ad for Judaism. 

Rabbi Josh Feigelson, President 
and CEO of the Institute for Jewish 
Spirituality, wrote about what his orga-
nization did, in an article titled, “Going 
on Offense: Why we ran an ad for Ju-
daism during an NFL game.”

One Sunday at the end of the first 
quarter of the game between the San 
Francisco 49ers and the Los Angeles 
Rams, after an ad for Dunkin’ Donuts 

and a promo for a reality show, viewers 
saw an ad for Judaism. Not an ad about 
the presence of antisemitism, but an ad 
about the depth, power and beauty of 
Jewish life. 

Rabbi Feigelson explained, “So 
why did we do it? Because our ap-
proach to Jewish life can help a lot of 
people, and because we think many 
more people need to hear and see what 
Judaism is and can be for them…. That 
includes people watching a football 
game on a Sunday afternoon. More 
people can feel connected to Jewish 
life when they know that Jewish liv-
ing need not be primarily associated 
with guilt or the weight of history, or 
the rote performance of a tradition they 
don’t understand. More people can find 
a home in Judaism when they experi-
ence the joy, wisdom and community 
that the tradition can be all about.”

Rabbi Feigelson continued, “So 
what about Kanye and the broader rise 
in antisemitism?... As we witness a 
proliferation of antisemitic statements 
from politicians, entertainers and ath-
letes, our responses must include not 
just denunciations and pressure cam-
paigns. They must also include artic-
ulations of what makes our tradition 
so beautiful and powerful, and invita-
tions to come and learn. To borrow the 
language of the NFL: We can’t win just 
by playing defense. We have to play of-
fense, too. Let’s show the world what 
Jewish life can be all about.” 

Antisemites have no problem put-
ting their message in the open for all 
to hear. What the Institute for Jewish 

Spirituality did was combat hate-filled 
rhetoric with a message of joy, of pride, 
of positivity. I invite you to speak with 
your friends about your concerns about 
antisemitism, to let them know this 
matters to the Jewish community. But 
I also invite you to share another mes-
sage – to let them know that we are 

so much more than a minority that is 
hated. To let them know that our tra-
dition matters not just in history but is 
alive and vibrant today. It makes a dif-
ference in our lives, and we celebrate  
it proudly.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.

 Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

Learning laughter
A story about a famous clown 

carries with it a deep message. 
A British doctor once exam-

ined a patient who was very sad and 
depressed. After per-
forming a thorough 
physical and men-
tal examination, the 
doctor said, “There is 
nothing wrong with 
you. Go hear Grum-
aldi, the great clown, 
and laugh; then you 
will be cured.”

The patient looked 
at the doctor, lowered his eyes and said 
sadly, “But I am Grumaldi.” 

The incident illustrates that joy and 
laughter are indispensable to emotion-
al and spiritual well-being. To make  
others laugh is a talent, but to be able  
to laugh ourselves is as necessary to 
living as air is to breathing.

Humor, when properly used, is a 

means of lessening personal hostility 
and of dispelling our own self-hatred. 
Moreover, laughter is often a very ef-
fective instrument in expressing the 
truth. We can often say in jest the things 
we would not dare to express directly. 
In situations of emotional tension be-
tween people, humor frequently helps 
those involved to gain the perspective 
they need in order to look at the situa-
tion realistically. 

The person who can laugh with 
life has developed deep roots within 
the soil of faith. The conviction that 
one’s personal existence has meaning 
gives one the deep serenity that makes 
living a real joy. From this joy comes 
the strength to meet and resolve life’s 
problems. 

In laughter the pain of the heart is 
eased. (Proverbs 14:13)

A joyous New Year to all!
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.

239.481.4449 x2

FriendlyVisitor@jfedlcc.org

BEREAVEMENT
GROUP

We Are Here For You

Get support,  learn coping
methods and hear from others

deal ing with grief,  examine how
loss impacts us, and gain

strength, hope, and resi l ience.

The meetings will be facilitated
by Rabbi Michael J. Schorin,
Community Chaplain and

Friendly Visitor Coordinator.

Open to everyone. Registration is required.
$36 for a 6 week session. Sessions will take place at the JFS office,

Community Room. Dates: 1/6, 1/13, 1/20, 1/27, 2/3, 2/10
10:30am - 12:00pm

 

A big thank you to the Jewish Federation!
of our new Cantor, Rabbi Sunny 
Schnitzer, combined with the aura of 
the Federation’s magnanimous gesture, 
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If that was all the Federation did, 
my congregation and I would say, Day-
enu! It is more than enough. But that is 
just a tiny sliver of the ways the Feder-
ation improves life for both the Jewish 
and non-Jewish communities. It feeds 
hundreds of people from its Cadkin 
Foundation Food Pantry every week, 
and runs an impressive array of com-
munity action, educational and social 
programs.

The Federation’s Community 
Breakfast on December 4, featuring 
author, actress, singer and daughter of 
“Holocaust Fighters,” Eleanor Reissa, 
brought out huge numbers from across 
the Jewish communal spectrum.
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FROM THE BIMAH

Many New Years – two calendars
There is the secular New Year on 

January 1, the Jewish New Year 
in the fall, another New Year in 

the Torah and two minor Jewish New 
Years... What?

While no one re-
ally confuses the two 
New Year celebra-
tions, there are some 
interesting contrasts. 
For me, the greeting 
“Shanah Tova!” on 
Rosh Hashanah has 
more resonance than 
the “Happy New 
Year!” of the secular 

(Gregorian) calendar. I’m always up 
for a pleasant greeting, but they’re just 
not the same.

The January New Year doesn’t feel 
that new, except when dealing with 
paperwork that requires the current 
date. It comes in the middle of winter 
with shorter days and early sunsets. 
RoshHashanah, on the other hand, 
comes as you feel the change in sea-
son, with subtle shifts in temperature 
and, of course, the rainy season! You 
can feel the beginning both spiritually 
and in concrete terms. The Jewish cal-
endar carries the spiritual weight, with 
spiritual landmarks alongthe way. The 
Gregorian calendar carries more of a 
Christian or Roman tradition, and so 
for Jewsit simply does not contain the 
same spiritual significance.

Nevertheless, the beginning of the 
January New Year presents opportu-
nities for growth and positive change. 
The secular New Year can serve as an 

opportunity for any of us, Jew and non-
Jew alike, to reflect on the past year 

and make some New Year’s resolutions 
for the coming one. But the resolutions 
differ if they are made on Rosh Hasha-
nah rather than December 31.

Rosh Hashanah is a time when we 
make our spiritual resolutions for the 
Jewish New Year. The secular New 
Year can be a time when we resolve to 
do better in a more physical sense: bet-
ter attendance at the gym, more punc-
tual to meetings at work. The topic of 
diets often comes up in late December 
or early January, but not so much in the 
fall. In fact, Rosh Hashanah involves 
lots of great eating with family and 
friends. Of course, the secular New 
Year also involves good food, as well 
as a certain amount of drinking – usu-
ally not Manischewitz – and one sel-
dom hears of anyone drinking cham-
pagne on Rosh Hashanah.

Efforts to strike a balance between 
a particularistic loyalty to Jewish reli-
gion and nationhood and a more uni-
versalistic commitment to the human 
community played itself out in the 
struggle to set a date for the beginning 
of the Jewish calendar year. The two 
possibilities were Nisan – the month 
of Passover – and Tishrei – the month 
of what is now known as the festival 
of Rosh Hashanah. In the Torah, the 
beginning of the year was clearly set 
as the first of Nisan, in the context of 
the story of the first Passover. From 
the book of Exodus: “The Lord said to 
Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 
this month shall mark for you the be-

 Cantor
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Messages of hope
If we look, we can find hidden mes-

sages of hope throughout our his-
tory. When G-d tells Noah to build 

the ark, Noah is specifically instructed 
to “make a window in the ark, that ends 
one arm’s length from the top of the 
ark. Make an entrance to the ark on its 
side; and make a bottom, second and 
third deck.” 

On the surface, 
this reads like a set 
of plans and blue-
prints. But there’s al-
ways a deeper mean-
ing if we’re willing 
to search for it. It’s 
a given that the ark 
needs to be built with 
waterproof materials, 
and a door to enter. 

But why a window? During a flood 
of that magnitude, who would want to 
look out the window at all those dark 
clouds throughout a 40-day rainstorm?

So why the window? Maybe the 
real purpose of the window was to give 
Noah hope that there would be life af-
ter the flood. Hope that no matter how 
dark it gets, the sun will shine again.

After the storm finally passed, and 
the waters began to recede, Noah could 
now open the very same window that 
served as a sliver of hope during the 
dark and scary days and nights during 
the flood. And now Noah sends out a 
raven, hoping it can locate dry land. 
But the raven returns with disappoint-
ing news: no hope of exiting the ark 
yet. So next he sends out a dove, but 
the dove, too, returns.

At this point who could blame 
Noah for giving up hope? Can you 
imagine being trapped on that boat 
with no AC, power, running water or 
internet with all those animals, and 

who’s cleaning the cages? He was told 
that there would be a flood for 40 days, 
but after 40 days of rain, it was still un-
safe to leave the boat. So Noah waited 
and waited over 10 months in the ark. 

If ever there was a time to lose 
hope, to assume that the world had 
come to an end, this was it. Still Noah 
does not lose hope. He waits one more 
week, and then he sends out the dove 
once again. This time, the dove returns 
with an olive branch in her mouth, 
proof that the waters have receded 
enough to find a tree; proof that Noah 
and all the animals will once again set 
foot on dry land. After all that dra-
ma, the world had not ended, and life 
would go on! 

Does this sound familiar? We may 
have lived through flooding from hur-
ricane Ian, and as terrifying as that 
was, thank G-d it was not as devas-
tating a flood as Noah experienced. It 
can still be all too easy for us to lose 
hope. Natural disasters, political tur-
moil, war, rising antisemitism and the 
challenges that each of us faces in our 
own lives can make it feel sometimes 
as if the world as we know it might be 
coming to an end. 

Maybe our rich Jewish wellspring 
of wisdom is a reminder for us to be 
more like Noah: to build for ourselves 
windows of hope where the light can 
shine in even in the darkest of hours, to 
plan for the future and never give up in 
our search for signs of hope, never los-
ing faith that G-d will always provide 
us with a way to move forward. The 
flood waters will always recede and 
there will always be light at the end of 
the darkness!
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.
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ginning of the months; it shall be the 
first of the months of the year for you.”

This New Year celebrated the 
creation of the Jewish nation through 
the redemption of the Israelites from 
Egypt. Nisan, as the first of the months, 
coincided with the beginning of Jewish 
national history. The Torah’s reference 
to Tishrei describes a holiday primari-
ly characterized by the blowing of the 
shofar.

We read in the book of Leviticus: 
“In the seventh month, on the first day 
of the month, you shall observe com-
plete rest, a sacred occasion commem-
orated with loud blasts. You shall not 
work at your occupations, and you shall 
bring an offering by fire to the Lord.” 
There is no mention of a holiday called 
“Rosh Hashanah,” or any reference to 
a day of judgment or anniversary of 
creation, which we now acknowledge 
in High Holiday liturgy.

Technically, Nisan is considered 
to be the first month on the Jewish cal-
endar, the date on which the Jews left 

Egypt. In Leviticus, God tells Moses 
and Aaron: “This chodesh (new moon 
or month) shall be to you the head of 
months,” while Rosh Hashanah is re-
ferred to in the Torah as “the first day 
of the seventh month.” Confusing, 
perhaps, or a reason to celebrate New 
Year’s twice, if not three times.

Just to make things more confus-
ing, the 15th of the month of Shevat, 
Tu B’Shevat, is the New Year for trees, 
originally an agricultural festival mark-
ing the emergence of spring. In Levit-
icus, the first of the month of Elul was 
considered to be the New Year for the 
tithing of cattle. Neither involves mak-
ing resolutions of any kind, although 
both have been considered in modern 
times to be an ideal way of celebrating 
nature and the environment.

Whichever New Year(s) you cele-
brate, have a great one (or two or three 
or four or five)!
Cantor Barry Butensky serves at Tem-
ple Beth Shalom in Cape Coral.

Giving Circle
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Opinions printed in L’CHAYIM  
do not necessarily reflect those of  

the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte 
Counties, its Board of Directors or staff.

Why didn’t He  
do anything about it?

 Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

As we begin to study the Book 
of Shemot (Exodus), this To-
rah reading chronicles the be-

ginning of the enslavement and oppres-
sion of our people in Egypt. A question 
immediately comes to mind: G d saw 

the Jewish children 
being thrown into the 
Nile. He heard the 
cry of the people be-
ing crushed by slav-
ery. Why didn’t He 
do anything about it?

The obvious an-
swer is: Be patient. 
Wait to the end of the 
Torah reading. Take 

a look at the readings for the next two 
weeks. You’ll see. He does act. He will 
afflict the Egyptians with awesome 
plagues and free our people with great 
miracles.

But the answer avoids the crux of 
the issue. What about those babies who 
were drowned and the slaves who were 
beaten? Why did they have to suffer? 
Just like G d brought the redemption 
later, He could have brought it earlier 
and saved so much distress and heart-
ache.

There are those who take G d out 
of the picture. He is withdrawn; He 
allows man free choice and lets the 
natural order function according to its 
pattern. So if men or nations choose to 
act cruelly, it’s not His fault.

That answer takes G d off the hook, 
as it were. But in doing so, it severely 
limits His influence on our lives and our 
connection with Him. For, according to 
this view, He is not actively involved 
in what happens to us. He created the 
world and observes it, but does not 
deal with its day-to-day functioning. 
For a believer, this is a much crueler 
perspective than the first, for his rela-
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who’s cleaning the cages? He was told 
that there would be a flood for 40 days, 
but after 40 days of rain, it was still un-
safe to leave the boat. So Noah waited 
and waited over 10 months in the ark. 

If ever there was a time to lose 
hope, to assume that the world had 
come to an end, this was it. Still Noah 
does not lose hope. He waits one more 
week, and then he sends out the dove 
once again. This time, the dove returns 
with an olive branch in her mouth, 
proof that the waters have receded 
enough to find a tree; proof that Noah 
and all the animals will once again set 
foot on dry land. After all that dra-
ma, the world had not ended, and life 
would go on! 

Does this sound familiar? We may 
have lived through flooding from hur-
ricane Ian, and as terrifying as that 
was, thank G-d it was not as devas-
tating a flood as Noah experienced. It 
can still be all too easy for us to lose 
hope. Natural disasters, political tur-
moil, war, rising antisemitism and the 
challenges that each of us faces in our 
own lives can make it feel sometimes 
as if the world as we know it might be 
coming to an end. 

Maybe our rich Jewish wellspring 
of wisdom is a reminder for us to be 
more like Noah: to build for ourselves 
windows of hope where the light can 
shine in even in the darkest of hours, to 
plan for the future and never give up in 
our search for signs of hope, never los-
ing faith that G-d will always provide 
us with a way to move forward. The 
flood waters will always recede and 
there will always be light at the end of 
the darkness!
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.

“We’re still here”

 Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

In January 1949, a synagogue was 
dedicated in Madrid. The first 
congregation was established in 

1917 after King Alfonso XIII signed 
a law that revoked the prohibition of 
synagogues in Spain. The newer con-

gregation relocated 
several times and 
was rededicated in 
December 1968, the 
first synagogue built 
in Spain since the ex-
pulsion in 1492. Just 
two years earlier, the 
first native Spanish 
Jewish child in more 
than 300 years was 

born in Cadiz. Jewish life had returned 
to Spain and the Iberian Peninsula. 

Who were these Jews? Some were 
probably Ashkenazim from northern 
Europe fleeing the turmoil of the two 
world wars. But if history is a guide, 
many were former Jews who were re-
claiming their Judaism. We know that 
in the 1600s, Hidden Jews reaffirmed 
their Jewishness and built new Jewish 
communities in Amsterdam and Lon-
don. In Cultures of the Jews, Yosef 
Kaplan wrote, “New Jews … were the 
first Jews of the modern period who 
were forced to redefine their Jewish 
identity and mark its boundaries … To 
a degree, the Sephardic Jews of West-
ern Europe can be seen as harbingers 
of the individualism that emerged in 
modern Jewish life. Since their Juda-
ism was not self-evident, they had to 
fill it with new content and to deter-
mine its boundaries.” 

Who were these Jews? They were 
people with the commitment to rebuild 
Jewish life from scratch, and who prob-
ably made up a lot of things along the 
way. For sure, under the threat of ex-

pulsion or death, many Sephardic Jews 
left the Jewish people and tradition. 
But the Jews who established congre-
gations in Spain in 1917 and 1949 were 
people who hung onto their Jewishness 
in any way they could and, when the 
opportunity arose, they publicly reaf-
firmed their tradition. 

When I served a congregation in 
Austin, several people of Latino back-
ground told me of family traditions 
of lighting candles and eating special 
bread on Friday nights, or of cleaning 
the house in the spring and eating spe-
cial foods. Some no longer knew why 
they did this other than family tradi-
tion. But they were anxious to reclaim 
their Jewishness when they were free 
to do so. 

I have a history of the Jewish 
people on my shelf written by a well- 
regarded historian. It tells only the  
story of the Ashkenazi world, ignoring 
the history and culture of the Jews of 
Spain, North Africa and the Middle 
East. In that way, it is not a full story of 
our people. From the Sephardic world 
came Maimonides, Judah Halevi and 
Isaac Luria. (I am one who believes 
that Christopher Columbus had Jewish 
ancestry.) Great minds and rich tradi-
tions came from the Sephardic world. 

What I love most about the Jewish 
people is our tenacity and adaptabili-
ty. We keep our Jewishness going, se-
cretly if necessary, through the most 
difficult times. Seventy-four years ago, 
some Jews came out of hiding and 
said, “We’re still here.” At a time when 
it seems to many that Jewish commit-
ment is waning, I look to these stories 
and say, “Not so fast.”
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.
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Why didn’t He  
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 Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

As we begin to study the Book 
of Shemot (Exodus), this To-
rah reading chronicles the be-

ginning of the enslavement and oppres-
sion of our people in Egypt. A question 
immediately comes to mind: G d saw 

the Jewish children 
being thrown into the 
Nile. He heard the 
cry of the people be-
ing crushed by slav-
ery. Why didn’t He 
do anything about it?

The obvious an-
swer is: Be patient. 
Wait to the end of the 
Torah reading. Take 

a look at the readings for the next two 
weeks. You’ll see. He does act. He will 
afflict the Egyptians with awesome 
plagues and free our people with great 
miracles.

But the answer avoids the crux of 
the issue. What about those babies who 
were drowned and the slaves who were 
beaten? Why did they have to suffer? 
Just like G d brought the redemption 
later, He could have brought it earlier 
and saved so much distress and heart-
ache.

There are those who take G d out 
of the picture. He is withdrawn; He 
allows man free choice and lets the 
natural order function according to its 
pattern. So if men or nations choose to 
act cruelly, it’s not His fault.

That answer takes G d off the hook, 
as it were. But in doing so, it severely 
limits His influence on our lives and our 
connection with Him. For, according to 
this view, He is not actively involved 
in what happens to us. He created the 
world and observes it, but does not 
deal with its day-to-day functioning. 
For a believer, this is a much crueler 
perspective than the first, for his rela-

tionship with G d is far less inclusive.
A believer wants to see G d in-

volved, not only in the major details of 
his life, but in every aspect, even the 
seemingly non-significant details. As 
the Baal Shem Tov would say: When 
a leaf twirls in the wind, there is a spe-
cific G dly desire that determines not 
only where it is going, but how many 
times it turns.

So how can He bear the pain of the 
babies and the slaves? If we as humans 
are sensitive to suffering, shouldn’t He 
be? After all, our feelings stem from 
Him. The potential to empathize and 
to feel the pain and suffering of others 
that we possess exists, in a far superior 
manner, within Him. Indeed, the only 
reason we possess such a potential is 
because He has granted it to us. If we 
cannot bear the pain and suffering, how 
can He?

The answer is that just as His iden-
tification with us and love for us is end-
less, so too is His patience and forbear-
ance. A parent loves his or her child 
and feels his pain, but there are times 
when despite the pain he or she feels, 
he will continue subjecting the child to 
the painful stimulus, because he knows 
that it is for the child’s own good.

How can the pain and suffering 
that the Jewish people underwent lead 
to good? We don’t know. It would be 
blasphemous for us to offer explana-
tions, for the only way we could be 
able to understand G d would be to be 
G d. But even when we do not under-
stand Him, we can trust Him. We can 
realize that ultimately, everything that 
happens is in His hands and He will do 
what is best, for us as individuals and 
for the world at large.
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves at 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Flor-
ida.
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J O S E P H  H O R O W I T Z

is that these programs will enhance
Jewish knowledge and identity in
preparation for participation in 
American Jewish life.1

3

2

is proud to offer the Stevan &
Marilyn Simon Family Scholarship. 
This scholarship is open to those at
least high school age who
demonstrate leadership qualities
and will be participating in a 2-week
or longer program in Israel. 
A short essay is required. 

OUR HOPE

TOP JEWISH FOUNDATION

THIS GRANT

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T  

J E W I S H F E D E R A T I O N L C C . O R G / S C H O L A R S H I P S

I S R A E L  T R A V E L  G R A N T  

is available through 
TOP Jewish Foundation of 
Lee & Charlotte Counties
and may be used for travel 
to Israel to participate in 
programs that are volunteer 
or educational in nature.

is for Jewish residents of either
county who are 25 years old or
younger and can demonstrate a
financial need. Academic standing
and community involvement may
also be considered. 

Chabad at FGCU update
By Rabbi Mendel Gordon

Looking back at the past few 
weeks at Chabad., all I can 
say is, “Wow, wow, wow!” We 

kicked off November with an incredi-
ble Shabbaton in New York City. Four-

teen FGCU students 
joined 1,300 other 
Jewish students from 
all over the world for 
a weekend to con-
nect, to learn and to 
grow. 

We were hosted 
by the Crown Heights 
community. Students 
had an opportunity to 

join a big and vibrant Jewish commu-
nity. For many, this was their first time. 
It was a true Jewish community with 
every restaurant being kosher, with ev-
ery store being closed on shabbat, and 
with a Shabbat vibe in the air. 

Students were really excited to 
learn about the Rebbe, Rabbi Men-
achem Schneerson, the power behind 
Chabad. They were inspired when 
hearing of his total devotion to every 
Jew on the planet. It was something 

 Rabbi 
    Mendel
    Gordon

Marcia Can Help 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  DDeebbbbiiee  SSaannffoorrdd  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499    eexxtt..  66  oorr  ddeebbbbiieessaannffoorrdd@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg  

MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card  
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility  
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation  
and other essential services without  
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  

22001177. 

special to visit the Ohel, the Rebbe’s 
resting place where Jews come from 
all over the world to pray. 

Coming back to Fort Myers on a 
high, we continued with Jewish classes 
and Shabbats. Our most popular class 
of the month has been “Judaism and 
the other worldly.” Students learned 
about the spiritual side of things from 
souls to angels and dreams and every-
thing in between. 

Going all out with this year being 
a Hakhel Year, when we gather and in-
spire each other, we took our Jewish 
pride to the streets with menorahs on 
our cars for a parade around the FGCU 
campus and Gulf Coast Town Center. 
More than 50 students joined in the 
festivities. 

We look forward to an incredible 
spring semester with a Mega Shabbat 
on campus, a Jewish Heritage Day and 
lots more Jewish fun and pride. 

Chabad at FGCU services Jewish 
students at FGCU and nearby schools. 
For more information, please contact 
me at 347.452.0489 or rabbi@chabad 
fgcu.com.

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC
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TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
No sooner did we reestablish routines 
post-hurricane, the calendar turned 
to winter break. Hopefully the spring 
will be calmer and more predictable, at 
least with the weather. 

It’s been a great first half of the 
school year, despite the storm dis-
ruptions. We started our year strong, 
celebrated being together during the 
High Holidays, reunited again under 
new classroom arrangements after the 
hurricane, and went on to celebrate 
Chanukah together with our friends 
and family. In honor of our eight-day 
holiday, please let me share eight high-
lights of our school year. 
1. We welcomed several new fami-

lies to our school.
2. We launched our new Hebrew cur-

riculum and it’s so much fun!
3. We celebrated the High Holidays 

together.
4. We danced with our Israeli danc-

ing friends.
5. We transformed our social hall into 

a giant Sorry! gameboard. 
6. We observed Shabbat Noach with 

our stuffed animal friends.
7. We asked great questions and im-

mersed ourselves in Jewish learn-
ing.

8. We adapted in the storm’s after-
math and took care of each other 
as a school and friends.
I am so excited for our spring 

programming. We will start our year 
with a family day celebration, then Tu  
B’Shevat and then it’s time for Purim 
and the annual Purim Carnival. The 
festivities don’t end there, as right after 
Purim we will turn our attention to Pe-
sach and Yom Ha’Atzmaut. 

Our next Tot Shabbat is scheduled 
for Friday, January 13 at 5:00 p.m. The 
February Tot Shabbat is scheduled for 
Friday, February 10 at 5:00 p.m. 

For more information about our 
religious school, Tot Shabbat or oth-
er programming, please contact me 
at 239.433.0201 or tjswfledu@gmail.
com.

* * *
Temple Judea Preschool
Suki Kelly,
Temple Judea Preschool Director
The past few months have been quite 
the adventure for Temple Judea Pre-
school. Just when we thought we 
would have a standard school year, we 
were hit with Hurricane Ian. Thankful-
ly, our school was only closed for one 
week. Many of our parents and all our 
staff members worked together during 
that week off to remove debris and tree 
branches so that we could open the 
school for the children as soon as pos-
sible.

Although some of our little friends 
went through traumatic changes in 
their lives, they have come out the oth-
er end of the tunnel being resilient and 
adaptable. Our Pre-Kindergarten chil-
dren have adapted well to their new 
environment of the social hall. After 
coming back from their unexpected 
break, they started practicing for our 
annual Pre-K Thanksgiving play. They 

worked hard and learned 
their parts quickly! They 
did an excellent job and 
performed with smiles on 

their faces.
In November, we started our Shab-

bat program on Fridays. It has been 
about three years since we were able to 
get all the classes together to do Shab-
bat together. The children and parents 
love participating! 

Also in the month of November, 
all of the children at TJP made Veter-
ans Day cards. We took the cards to the 
Cape Coral VA Hospital and distribut-
ed them to the veterans. After such a 
difficult month of October, the veter-
ans’ faces lit up with happiness when 
they received their cards. 

In December, the children cele-
brated different cultures during Mul-
ticultural Week. Parents came in to 
participate by playing music, reading a 
book or even bringing a delicious treat 
for the children. We had many differ-
ent countries participating this year, 
including Israel, Japan, the Philippines 
and the Dominican Republic. We love 
that our school is so diverse and multi-
cultural. We are grateful to the parents 
who came in and participated during 
one of our favorite weeks of the year.

During this exciting month, we 
also celebrated Hanukkah. During 
the Hanukkah party, the children ex-
changed books for the holidays. The 
Mensch on the Bench came to visit and 
left the children wondering where he 
would be every morning for a week. It 
was a fun-filled month!

January is an exciting month for 
the Pre-K class. They will celebrate the 
100th Day of School by bringing in 100 
items to count. The Pre-K children will 
also start our Fred E. Bear program.

During the last week of January, 
we will build the City of TJP for the 
theme of construction and buildings 
around the world. During this week, 
the children will work together to con-
struct buildings of all shapes and sizes. 
At the end, when all the buildings are 
made, the children will put them to-
gether with streets and roads to create 
the City of TJP. 

If any of our alumni or communi-
ty partners would like to donate funds 
to help us replace educational mate-
rials for our Pre-Kindergarten class-
room (4- to 5-year-olds), we would 
be forever grateful. Please call me at 
239.482.1121. Also call to make an ap-
pointment if you would like to speak 
with me in person. I welcome the op-
portunity to have a conversation re-
garding the preschool with you. 

Happy and Healthy New Year to 
everyone! We are looking forward to 
an exciting and fun-filled year.

Chabad at FGCU update

The Pre-K class created a turkey with feathers  
and added what they are thankful for

FAMILIES OF CHILDREN 6 MONTHS TO 8 YEARS QUALIFY!

RECEIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATIONRECEIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATIONRECEIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATION
WITH FREE JEWISH CHILDREN'S BOOKS

More information contact, Aimee Levine-Miles
(239) 481- 4449 (ext.4)
Aimeemiles@jfedlcc.org

Funded by: 

The Roth Family Foundation

Barbara Siegel, Mike & Marsha Kistler, 

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties

www.pjlibrary.org
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TEMPLE BETH EL SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Beth El Religious School
Allison Fego, 
Religious School Coordinator
As we entered the month of November, 
our Religious School students were 
busy finishing up the B’tzelem Elohim 
and starting on Gevurah. Gevurah helps 
the children understand that not only 
does it mean acts of physical strength 
and bravery, but it also includes spir-
itual coverage and the willingness to 
take risks, and incur costs, for the right 
causes. Gevurah also incorporates the 
idea that we all can be heroic in our 
everyday lives by living an exempla-
ry life and doing what is right and just. 
As we look at the value of Gevurah, we 
want students to understand that there 
are many types of strength, including 
physical and inner strength. We can use 
these strengths to stand up for others, 
but also to stand up for ourselves. 

Aside from the learning in class, 
our students all signed a beautiful post-
er for Jewish Lone Soldiers in Israel. 

On the first weekend 
of the month, we cele-
brated one of our confir-
mation students becom-

ing a Bat Mitzvah.
Early December has been full of 

activities and fun for our students. On 
December 2 we had an energetic chil-
dren’s Shabbat service in conjunction 
with the Ram Bam Day School stu-
dents and families who came to join 
us from Temple Beth Am in Miami. 
Not only did we sing songs and do 
our Shabbat prayers, after our service, 
the Ram Bam Day School sponsored 
a community Shabbat dinner for our 
whole congregation. All the children 
had so much fun being together and 
sharing Shabbat together. 

On Sunday, December 11, our Re-
ligious School and PJ Library co-host-
ed a Hanukkah BBQ. There were many 
families who came to celebrate the hol-
iday together. We had a bounce house 
and coloring for the kids. We were 
entertained by the Jewish Federation 
Israeli Dancers, who performed a few 
dances and then taught everyone some 
other dances. Our kids and families all 
joined in and it was a ton of fun. 

We continued learning about the 
holiday of Hanukkah and what it 
means, what we do to celebrate and 
the story of Judah and the Maccabees. 
The students created their own meno-
rahs, Stars of David and made paper 
chains for a Hanukkah menorah craft. 
We also did a white elephant gift ex-
change where the kids in each class got 
to take a Hanukkah gift from another 
classmate. Our students are extremely 
excited to share what they have learned 
about the holiday with their families 
and friends.

Students signed a poster that was sent  
to Jewish Lone Soldiers in Israel

Rabbi Nicole Luna, Ram Bam Day School students, TBE families and Tot Shabbat families  
sang Shabbat songs and played musical instruments together

Students and families learned the steps and danced to Israeli music

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
January     6:   5:32
January  13:   5:37
January  20:   5:43
January  27:   5:48

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

 

Results of  
a recent  
national     
survey of 

25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
making a     

difference in the 
lives of families 
raising Jewish 

children.. 

The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

High School Students:  
Earn CAS Credits!
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BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

Bat Yam took bushels and bushels of 
lemons and turned them into lemon-
ade. As of this writing, prayer books, 
tallitot and salvageable materials and 
equipment have been rescued, boxed 
and moved to a storage facility in Es-
tero, all thanks to our energetic and 
loyal members and friends.

In addition to those mentioned in 
last month’s L’CHAYIM, we were ably 
helped by a visitor from New York, 
Andrew Kavesh, who contacted us of-
fering to come to Sanibel to help. Sev-
eral years ago, Andrew began reaching 
out to Jewish groups in need. One of 
his efforts involved helping people 
to recover from the tsunami in Ban-
gladesh. From there, he traveled any-
where he could to be of help. He found 
us after seeing the piece by Lester Holt 
on NBC about rescuing our Holocaust 
Torahs after Hurricane Ian. Meeting 
and working with Andrew was another 
example of our “lemonade,” and it was 
delicious. Besides helping to pack, or-
ganize and move our materials, he took 
approximately 1,500 post-Ian pictures 
of Sanibel, Fort Myers Beach, Matla-
cha and Pine Island. (As a side note, do 
not be surprised to find a comprehen-
sive book of Hurricane Ian pictures on 
your library shelves soon.)
Our new Cantor/Rabbi 
Space issues in last month’s publication 
prevented me from providing detailed 

information about Rabbi 
Sunny Schnitzer. I am 
pleased to offer it now. 
Sunny has an impressive 
background as a rabbi, 
cantor, teacher, leader 
and activist. He comes 

to us from Bethesda Jewish Congrega-
tion where he served as Rabbi/Cantor. 
He led religious services, directed the 
choir and band, and created innovative 

adult education programs and social 
action projects. Prior to that, he was 
with Beth El Hebrew Congregation 
in Alexandria, Virginia, where he de-
signed school curriculums, mentored 
teachers, led social action and inter-
faith activities, and taught B’nai Mitz-
vah students, older teens and adults.

Since 2010, Rabbi Schnitzer has 
been president of the Cuba American 
Jewish Mission. Providing aid to the 
Jewish Community in Cuba, the mis-
sion has supplied Torahs, ritual objects 
and siddurim, along with training in 
leading services and chanting Torah. 
Notable projects include the free Jew-
ish Pharmacy in Havana, a Senior Day-
care Center, the Holocaust Museum at 

Sinagoga Centro Sevaradi, the Or Cha-
dash synagogue in Canta Clara, repair 
of the Tifereth Israel Synagogue in 
Camaguey, and the restoration of Jew-
ish cemeteries in Camaguey and Santa 
Clara. Sunny also serves on the Steer-
ing Committee of the Jewish Islamic 
Dialogue Society of Greater Washing-
ton, D.C.

Rabbi Schnitzer chanted his first 
service with us on November 18, our 
first in-person service since the hurri-
cane. With so many dispersed to other 
areas of Florida and beyond, we were 
not sure how many would come that 
evening. It is hard to describe the in-
tangible feelings of joy and sublime 
happiness we all felt as more and more 
people crowded into the building. The 
picture below, taken while people were 
still arriving, shows Bat Yam at its fin-
est.

As I mentioned last month, the 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte 

Counties reached out to us and offered 
the use of its Community Room as 
long as needed, along with storage for 
our materials and Torah. Thanks again 
to Executive Director Debbie Sanford 
and her team. 

Sunny has been warmly wel-
comed, thanks to his beautiful voice, 
talented guitar playing, uplifting songs 
and engaging personality. We also are 
delighted to welcome Yaffa, Sunny’s 
wife. Our congregation is enjoying 
both of them immensely. They were 
able to join us for the Federation’s 
Community Breakfast on December 4 
along with Rabbi Stephen Fuchs. God 
willing, the next event will include 
Vickie Fuchs, who is doing very well 
but remaining cautious among crowds.

In closing, as we take a deep breath 
after surviving Ian and move forward, 
we wish all of you a happy and healthy 
winter and look forward to seeing you 
at Bat Yam soon.Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer

Shabbat services in the Federation Community Room on November 18

HURRICANE RELIEF
ASSISTANCE

We now have a case
manager and social
worker on staff!

For assistance, please call 239.481.4449 ext. 1 and leave a
message. Your Federation is here to assist with resources,
financial assistance, claim paperwork and mental health.

Visit JewishFederationLCC.org to
complete a disaster assistance form.

On the first weekend 
of the month, we cele-
brated one of our confir-
mation students becom-

ing a Bat Mitzvah.
Early December has been full of 

activities and fun for our students. On 
December 2 we had an energetic chil-
dren’s Shabbat service in conjunction 
with the Ram Bam Day School stu-
dents and families who came to join 
us from Temple Beth Am in Miami. 
Not only did we sing songs and do 
our Shabbat prayers, after our service, 
the Ram Bam Day School sponsored 
a community Shabbat dinner for our 
whole congregation. All the children 
had so much fun being together and 
sharing Shabbat together. 

On Sunday, December 11, our Re-
ligious School and PJ Library co-host-
ed a Hanukkah BBQ. There were many 
families who came to celebrate the hol-
iday together. We had a bounce house 
and coloring for the kids. We were 
entertained by the Jewish Federation 
Israeli Dancers, who performed a few 
dances and then taught everyone some 
other dances. Our kids and families all 
joined in and it was a ton of fun. 

We continued learning about the 
holiday of Hanukkah and what it 
means, what we do to celebrate and 
the story of Judah and the Maccabees. 
The students created their own meno-
rahs, Stars of David and made paper 
chains for a Hanukkah menorah craft. 
We also did a white elephant gift ex-
change where the kids in each class got 
to take a Hanukkah gift from another 
classmate. Our students are extremely 
excited to share what they have learned 
about the holiday with their families 
and friends.
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SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

Shalom Life Center is Southwest Flor-
ida’s warm and welcoming home for 
contemporary Jewish life with a pas-
sionate commitment to community and 
spiritual growth where everyone is al-
ways welcome to be a part of a spiritual 

community, a warm and 
welcoming Shalom Life 
Center family!

Shabbat evening ser- 
vices are held every Fri-
day at 7:30 p.m. in per-
son and on Livestream. 

SLC welcomes everyone to experi-
ence joyful, meaningful and inspiring 
services, special events, activities and 
clubs, dinners, concerts and more all 
year long. 

Every Saturday morning at 10:00 

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

a.m., SLC offers an interactive and 
participatory Torah study led by Rabbi 
Lawrence Dermer with a focus on the 
relevance of our timeless traditions and 
bringing the ancient wisdom of Torah 
into our daily lives. 

SLC offers individualized Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah preparation, weekly Torah 
study, Café Kabbalah, The Neshama 
Mamas Women’s Wisdom and Well-
ness Group, Book Club, The Shalom 
Shmoozers Social Club, special events, 
concerts, dinners and so much more. If 

you’d like to learn more, please send us 
an email or give us a call.

SLC also offers many other oppor-
tunities to enhance your Jewish life and 
learning, and further your involvement 
in community service while making 
friends in a warm and welcoming com-
munity. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where community is fami-
ly and prayer is always inspirational, 
meaningful and musical. For more in-
formation, visit shalomlifecenter.org.

As we approach the end of 2022 and 
look forward to 2023, Temple Beth 
Shalom anxiously anticipates an excit-
ing year of varied activities. It is our 
50th anniversary of joyous Judaism in 
Cape Coral. 

For 50 years our members have ex-
plored each Torah portion in the annual 
Jewish cycle of Torah reading. There 
have been generations of members who 
have asked the same type of questions 
about the Torah, with hours and hours 
devoted to the discussion and descrip-
tion of the numerous people who have 
received plenty of attention – Adam 
and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, Rachel 
and Leah just to name a few, as well as 
those who are less familiar. 

The celebration of holidays togeth-
er in old and new ways leads to our 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 247-4556
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

The Community Free Synagogue has 
accepted a gracious invitation from the 
Unity Congregation to have its week-
ly Sabbath Eve dinners and worship 
in the lakeside chapel on its beautiful 
campus at 11120 Ranchette Road in 
Fort Myers starting in February. The 
times will remain the same: 6:30 p.m. 
for the Community Free Sabbath Din-
ners, and 7:30 p.m. for Qabbalat Shab-

bat worship followed by 
a social hour. The annual 
Hanukah and Passover 
meals will remain at the 
Masonic Center to ac-
commodate the hundreds 
of participants.

“The Masonic Center on Metro 
has been our home for over a decade, 
and we intend maintaining our produc-
tive relationship with the good men of 
Tropical Lodge #56 for years to come,” 
said Natalie Fulton, C.F.S’s long-serv-
ing coordinator.

“But we look forward to the serene 
airy setting of our new home, espe-
cially after having to put up with the 

traffic on Metro Parkway that has got-
ten much heavier and noisier over the 
years. And besides, Unity is less than 
five minutes from the Masonic Center, 
so it’s really not much of a geographi-
cal change for us,” she added.

There will be a tour of the facilities 
starting at 11:30 a.m. on New Year’s 
Day, followed by a free barbecue pic-
nic lunch co-hosted by both congrega-
tions. All are invited to attend.

Sabbath morning Torah Study at 
the Rabbi’s home in The Forest Coun-
try Club is from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
A light breakfast is served. It is also 
Zoomed. For login information, visit 
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com. Now 
in its 25th year, it is the longest-running 
Jewish adult study program in South-
west Florida.

Tuesday evening is C.F.S. Adult 
Education night from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. 
It is on Zoom only. A broad range of 

ancient and modern Jewish topics are 
covered, and requires about an hour of 
reading every week in preparation for 
each class. To receive information on 
the topic of the week and the accompa-
nying readings, please email synfree@
comcast.net.

As C.F.S. begins its hai (18th) year 
under Rabbi Bruce Diamond’s lead-
ership, it continues to serve as our 
area’s “open resource” synagogue. It 
does not sell memberships or tickets, 
solicit donations or charge for any of 
its events. Comfortably supported by 
the spirit of volunteerism of several 
100 local households and generosity 
from throughout the country, C.F.S. 
remains true to the Jewish mission of 
study, worship and benevolence with a 
reverence for God and our traditions, 
a commitment to lifelong learning and  
a warm welcome to all!

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116
www.templeshalomfl.com

The month of December was most ex-
citing for the temple and the communi-
ty. Members lit a giant menorah on the 
front lawn of the temple. The outdoor 
music was led by Dr. David Katz. 

A special program followed in the 
sanctuary with a special music perfor-
mance by the High School Choral group 
of North Port High School under the 
direction of David Sommer. The tem-
ple served wonderful latkes and other 
treats related to Hanukkah. Take-home 
arts and crafts projects were available 
to all the children. A beautiful Hanuk-

kah Basket from Zabar’s 
of New York was raffled 
off to help with repairs to 
the temple suffered after 
Hurricane Ian. 

On Friday, Decem-
ber 16 we had a program 

with David Bernstein, Past President 
and CEO of the Council of Jewish Pub-
lic Affairs. The topic was “Antisemi-
tism on the Left and the Right.” This 
program was sponsored by the Carolyn 
and Robert Bader Memorial Fund. 

For more information about Tem-
ple Shalom, please call the office at 
941.625.2116. 

Temple Shalom is a Reform Syna-
gogue affiliated with the Union for Re-
form Judaism serving all of Charlotte 
County.

Stay in touch throughout  
the summer. Sign up for 
the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
AimeeMiles@jfedlcc.org
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TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

Happy Secular New Year from all of 
us at Temple Beth El to our members 
and the entire Lee and Charlotte coun-
ties communities! A year ago, we were 
still struggling with Mask on/Mask off 
regulations and our Covid vaccinations 
and boosters. To top that off, becom-
ing a Federal Disaster Area in Octo-
ber has been catastrophic to many. We 
hope the worst of that is behind us now, 
though many remain displaced and are 
working on recovery. Our community 
is strong!

January is busy with Sisterhood 
hosting a Fashion Show on the 18th, 
the Paid-up Luncheon is on the 26th, 
and this is early notice that the Annu-
al Mah Jongg Tournament will be held 
February 2 at 8:30 a.m. On January 
24, Sisterhood will join with the Israel 
Committee for observance of Interna-
tional Holocaust Remembrance Day. 

Our guest lecturer is the 
renowned Dr. Bernice 
Lerner. Watch for emails 
or call the office to sign 
up for these events.

During January, Can-
torial Soloist Karen Pin-

cus and Cantor Beth Schlossberg will 
join Rabbi Nicole Luna on the bimah 
for different Shabbat services. Guest 
Cantor Marshall Portnoy will join Rab-
bi Luna on the bimah on February 3.

Mazel tov to the Zellner fami-
ly. Vicki Zellner (mom) and Deborah 
Bauman (daughter) share their b’not 
mitzvah on January 7. How amazing 
that mother and daughter will share the 
bimah for this happy event. To further 
celebrate, the Zellner family will spon-
sor the Friday night Oneg and a Kid-
dush luncheon that weekend.

The long-awaited Mitzvah Day, a 
community-wide event, will be held 
on January 29. We come together as a 
community on Mitzvah Day with ac-
tivities for all ages. This year’s central 
theme will be helping those still suffer-
ing from the impact of Hurricane Ian as 
recovery and rebuilding continue.

Recurring Temple Beth El pro-
grams include:

 ¡ Donations of non-perishable food 
items and feminine hygiene sup-
plies, critical to those in need right 
here in our community, can now 
be dropped off in the temple lobby 
shopping cart whenever the build-
ing is open.

 ¡ All are welcome Saturday morn-
ings at 9:00 a.m. for Torah Study 
with the Rabbi on Zoom.

 ¡ Book Club: Woman on Fire by 
Lisa Barr, will be discussed on 
Wednesday, January 4 at 2:45 p.m. 
on Zoom. February’s selection is 
Herman Wouk’s The Hope. 

 ¡ Tot Shabbat, a kid-friendly service, 
takes place on Friday, January 6 at 
6:00 p.m. Come for the fellowship, 
the pizza and the fun. To ensure 
we have enough food, RSVP at 
239.433.0018.

 ¡ The Jewish History & Heritage 
Series is held the third Tuesday of 
every month. Join us on January 17 
at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. 

 ¡ Shabbat Services, open to all, are 
on Fridays at 7:30 p.m. live in the 

sanctuary, on Zoom and streaming 
on Facebook. 

 ¡ 12-Step Recovery Group: Join 
us every Saturday at 11:00 a.m. 
on Zoom. Experience the Twelve 
Steps from a Jewish perspective, 
seeking a path to recovery through 
Judaic spiritual principles. We are 
a fellowship of people who are 
recovering from alcohol, drugs 
and other addictions such as food, 
gambling, sex, shopping, etc. The 
book we use is Twelve Jewish 
Steps to Recovery by Rabbi Kerry 
Olitzky & Stuart Copans, M.D., 
second edition. 
To learn more about Temple Beth 

El and our special events, Shabbat 
services and recurring programs, vis-
it our website at templebethel.com. 
There’s always something happening 
here: Current Events, Coffee & Chat, 
Theology & Life, Francophone Group, 
Hispanophone Group, Environmental 
Group, Solo Travelers and more. Fol-
low us on Facebook @TempleBethEl 
ofFortMyers and on Instagram @temple 
bethelfortmyers. You can always con-
tact the office at 239.433.0018.

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

Tab Scribner, Director of Congre-
gational Learning, continues Temple 
Judea Religious School with Sunday 
classes and weekday Hebrew on Tues-
days and Wednesdays. Tot Shabbat will 
return Friday, January 13 at 5:00 p.m. 
with an interactive program of music, 
stories and crafts. Family Day activi-
ties are on Sunday, January 8 during 
Religious School hours. Contact Tab 
at 239.433.0201 for more information. 

Check with the office for the con-
tinuation of Rabbi Marc Sack’s Intro-
duction to Judaism class on Mondays. 
The class is a must for anyone interest-
ed in conversion to Judaism but is open 
to all who have an interest in learning. 

Adult education classes, 
open to the community, 
resume Monday, January 
23. Tab Scribner teach-
es connections between 
parsha and haftarah por-
tions at 6:15 p.m., and In-

troduction to Hebrew Decoding at 7:30 
p.m. Rabbi Sack teaches the Cultures 
of Sephardim at 7:30 p.m.

The next lunchtime Torah Study, 
taught by Rabbi Sack, will be on 
Thursday, January 5. Classes are held 
at noon on Zoom. All levels of Jewish 
background are welcome. For login 
information, please call the office at 
239.433.0201.

Temple Judea looks forward to 
continuing to support the Heights Cen-
ter, which serves our neighbors in the 
Harlem Heights area. 

Hazak is planning an outing to 
Punta Gorda; details to follow. 

Chaverot, our women’s group, is 

offering two sessions, January 16 & 18 
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., of pour painting 
with Reeva Shaffer. Classes are limited 
to six per session. A $25 fee covers all 
materials. Reserve with your check to 
the office and indicate the date.

On January 11 from 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m., Chaverot presents a Women’s 
Self-Defense class, free of charge, for 
women only, age 13 and older. 

Our Book Club will discuss The 
Measure by Nikki Erlick on January 
12 at 6:00 p.m. in the social hall. Bring 
a pareve or dairy meal; we’ll provide 
drinks and dessert.

Temple Judea continues to accept 
food donations for the Cadkin Foun-
dation Food Pantry at Jewish Federa-
tion, and feminine hygiene products 
for Cycle Forward, which distributes 
products to women in need. There is a 
barrel outside for food donations and a 
basket in the lobby for Cycle Forward. 
There are collection envelopes near  

the front door for contactless monetary 
or gift card contributions. Contribu-
tions may be mailed. Please call the 
office to ensure your contribution has 
been received.

Temple Judea is conducting in-per-
son services with an online Zoom op-
tion. Synagogue members can use the 
Zoom ID and password as published 
in our weekly Megillah. Non-local res-
idents may contact the synagogue for 
information. 
Regularly scheduled events: 
• Friday Shabbat services at 6:30 p.m. 
• Saturday Shabbat Services at 9:30 

a.m. Kiddush luncheons will be 
served every Shabbat. To sponsor, 
contact JoAnn Lewin. 

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m. in person and on Zoom. 

• Rabbi Marc Sack’s lunchtime To-
rah Study, the first Thursday of 
each month on Zoom.

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

As we approach the end of 2022 and 
look forward to 2023, Temple Beth 
Shalom anxiously anticipates an excit-
ing year of varied activities. It is our 
50th anniversary of joyous Judaism in 
Cape Coral. 

For 50 years our members have ex-
plored each Torah portion in the annual 
Jewish cycle of Torah reading. There 
have been generations of members who 
have asked the same type of questions 
about the Torah, with hours and hours 
devoted to the discussion and descrip-
tion of the numerous people who have 
received plenty of attention – Adam 
and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, Rachel 
and Leah just to name a few, as well as 
those who are less familiar. 

The celebration of holidays togeth-
er in old and new ways leads to our 

building and sharing of 
traditions uniquely our 
own.

As we commemorate 
the 50th year of our exis-
tence, we cannot help but 
consider the everyday 

miracles we take for granted. Join us 
as we pause in a moment of gratitude 
for the history of our temple that has 
brought us to where we are today. We 
are a family at Temple Beth Shalom. 
We welcome you to our spiritual home 
and look forward to adding you and 
your family to our family. 

December has been a busy month 
for the members of Temple Beth Sha-
lom. On December 3 we had a very 
stimulating Torah Service and Study 
led by our inspiring spiritual leader, 
Cantor Barry Butensky. All attendees 
shared in a lively discussion follow-
ing the Torah reading, which included 
presentations of different views of the 
meaning of Jacob’s dream and how the 
portion relates to today. The discussion 
continued during our Kiddish. 

Many of our members attended 
the Federation’s Community Break-
fast on December 4, where a good time 
was had by all. On December 10, TBS 
hosted an evening of music, fun and 
noshes featuring two inspiring cantors, 
our own talented Cantor Barry Buten-
sky and the highly respected Cantor 
Victor Geigner. All attendees were en-
couraged to sing along, adding to the 
pleasure of the evening.

We enjoyed our monthly Family 
Shabbat and Pizza Night, and our de-
lightful Hanukkah celebration, which 
featured homemade latkes, delicious 
jelly donuts and fun for all. Every 
Saturday night we enjoy a full-length 
feature film together, and Wednesday 
nights are saved for Jewish Enrichment 
Films, followed by discussions of dif-
ferent topics of Jewish culture.

The first Saturday morning of the 
month is devoted to a Torah Service 
and Study. This is followed with a stim-
ulating discussion of topics of interest 
and a delicious Kiddish. The following 
Friday evenings we welcome Shabbat 
in our lovely sanctuary and on Zoom 
for an inspirational Shabbat of spiritual 
renewal.

We are planning wonderful events 
in 2023 to celebrate our anniversa-
ry that are not to be missed. There is 
something for everyone at Temple Beth 
Shalom! We are a small, warm and wel-
coming congregation. All are invited to 
attend our services, programs and ac-
tivities. Make our 50th anniversary year 
the one you and your family become 
members of Temple Beth Shalom.

We are a shul like no other. Come 
see for yourself!

For a continuously updated 
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Meet Me In Jerusalem
7-10 Days In Israel

CELEBRATE
ISRAEL'S 

75TH
BIRTHDAY

Book Now

Jewish Federation Organized Trip to Israel

Contact: Debbie Sanford
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org or 239.481.4449 x6

APRIL 17-23, 2023
EXTENDED OPTION, APRIL 23-26

OVERNIGHTS IN: TEL AVIV, NAHARIYA &
JERUSALEM

 
LAND, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY $3,750

$500 DEPOSIT RESERVES YOUR SPACE, DUE BY 12/31

CHAVURAT SHALOM
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold
and Marcia Rudin
Chavurat Shalom members wish ev-
eryone a healthy and happy New Year. 
This past year has been difficult. Let us 
move from strength to strength to face 
the challenges ahead, especially for 
those in the Sanibel/Fort Myers area 
who are rebuilding their lives after suf-
fering losses due to Hurricane Ian.

Our Friday night Shabbat services 
led by volunteers every week through-
out the year begin at 7:30 p.m. Our Len 
Minsky Current Events sessions on 
Saturdays at 11:00 a.m. are also mod-
erated by volunteers, and our Thursday 
classes/discussions are conducted by 
Chavurat Shalom members and outside 
experts. On the third Thursday of every 
month, we discuss the current parsha 
in our “Torah Talk” at 11:00 a.m. 

Our Thursday programs scheduled 
for January are:

 ¡ January 5: Lonny Wilk, Senior  

Associate Regional Di-
rector of the Florida 
Chapter of the Anti-Defa-
mation League – “Trends 
in Antisemitism and Ex-
tremism in Florida and 

the U.S.”
 ¡ January 12: Dr. Eric Milbrandt, 

Marine Laboratory Director, San-
ibel-Captiva Conservation Foun-
dation – “The Work of SCCF on 
Water Quality Issues Including the 
Effect of Hurricane Ian on Sani-
bel’s Marine Environment and the 
Caloosahatchee River Watershed”

 ¡ January 19: “Torah Talk” (Parshat 
Shemot), led by Dr. Ellen Feingold
Our monthly “Schmooze” sessions 

provide a chance to keep in touch in-
formally with each other and take place 
on the second Tuesday of every month. 
The next one will be on January 10 at 
7:30 p.m. 

To find out more details about 
Chavurat Shalom’s events and weekly 
Shabbat services, email chavuratsha-
lom@gmail.com or visit www.chavu-
ratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org.

To aid local victims of the hurri-

cane, our Tzedakah Committee do-
nated funds to FISH on Sanibel, and 
Gladiolus Food Pantry and the Jewish 
Federation of Lee and Charlotte Coun-
ties in Fort Myers. If you wish to do-
nate to the Tzedakah Fund, send your 
check, payable to Chavurat Shalom 
with Tzedakah Fund in the memo line, 
to 20031 Sanibel View Circle, Unit 
202, Fort Myers, FL 33908.

Many Chavurat Shalom members 
and other friends watched the lives-
treamed ceremony as our member, 
Rabbi James Rudin, became a Knight 
Commander of the Order of Saint 
Gregory on November 20 at Saint Leo 
University north of Tampa. Rabbi Ru-
din was recognized for his years of 
work to improve Jewish-Catholic rela-
tions. 

In his response remarks, Rabbi Ru-
din said, “The decades since 1945 and 
the end of the Holocaust have been mo-
mentous ones as Jews and Catholics, 
two ancient religious communities, 
reached out to one another to reverse 
centuries of suspicion, hatred and mis-
trust; to overcome bigotry, prejudice 
and stereotypes… There have been 

more positive interactions between 
Catholics and Jews since the conclu-
sion of the Second Vatican Council in 
1965 than there were in the first 1,900 
years of the Church. While there have 
been great advances, I have no illu-
sions the task is complete. I see myself 
as a religious explorer, a pioneer who 
helped set in motion an irrevocable 
process of ending the alienation among 
followers of the world’s religions.”

All Chavurat Shalom’s activities 
are open to anyone with an interest in 
learning together. Chavurat Shalom 
(Fellowship of Peace) is an informal 
group from every Jewish religious tra-
dition that meets to worship and learn 
together. People of all faiths and local-
ities are welcome. It is not affiliated 
with any organized movement and is 
community-led. 

For more information about Cha-
vurat Shalom and its schedule of 
events, please email chavuratshalom@
gmail.com or visit chavuratshalomof 
southwestflorida.org. Use this email 
address to obtain Zoom links for our 
events.

HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011
Joyce Toub
Martin Luther King Jr. once said that 
life‘s most persistent and urgent ques-
tion is, “What are you doing for oth-
ers?” For me the answer has always 
been to volunteer. Hadassah has al-
ways meant healing and hope to me. 
The workers at Hadassah Hospital, be 
they doctors, nurses, janitors, secretar-
ies, etc., are of every religion, every 
color and every economic background. 
The patients they help are of every col-
or, every religion and every economic 
background – a true melting pot! If 
only the world could duplicate this!

In 2022, Hadassah’s programs, 
advocacy and medical breakthroughs 
have not only impacted Israel and the 
United States, but the world. Hadassah 

advocacy drives policy 
changes to strengthen 
relationships between 
Israel and the U.S., com-
bat antisemitism and ad-
vance women’s health. 

Here are some examples:
Many medical miracles are per-

formed daily at Hadassah Hospital. 
Newsweek continues to rank Hadassah 
Hospital as one of the 250 best hospi-
tals in the world because its staff makes 
the most correct and efficient use of the 
most advanced technologies. Hadassah 
has a new collaboration with pharma-
ceutical company Merck to launch an 
mRNA initiative to fight cancer. This 
began with the Covid vaccine that 
showed how powerful messenger RNA 
can be.

With a dangerous surge in antisem-
itism, Hadassah urges a united front 
to fight hate against Jewish people, 
whether physical acts or inflammatory 

rhetoric. #StandUpToJewHate speaks 
out against antisemitism and anti-Zi-
onist actions from the United Nations 
to college campuses. For the first time, 
we now have a U.S. State Department 
Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat 
Antisemitism with the rank of Ambas-
sador, thanks in part to Hadassah’s po-
litical action.

Hadassah‘s Youth Aliyah Village, 
Meir Shfeya, has record enrollment 
and is the only youth village in Israel to 
be fully staffed. Half the students come 
from other countries. 98% of the grad-
uates serve in the IDF. 50% give an 
additional year of community service. 
40% go on to pursue higher education 
degrees.

Hadassah urged the International 
Olympic Committee to memorialize 
the Munich massacre victims, the 11 
Israeli Olympic team members mur-
dered in the 1972 summer Olympics 
at Munich. They will now be remem-

bered with a minute of silence at the 
start of EVERY Olympics Games.

Hadassah advocates that we must 
NOT restrict reproductive choice; 
women must make decisions about our 
own bodies!

I am so proud to be part of this or-
ganization and invite you to become a 
part of it too! Every little bit you do has 
a great impact. I look forward to seeing 
you at our upcoming events:

 ¡ January 29: Installation Luncheon 
and Fashion Show at Bonita Bay 
Club

 ¡ February 26: Inspiring Women of 
2023 at Audubon Country Club

 ¡ March 3: Hadassah Shabbat at 
Temple Shalom in Naples

 ¡ March 4: Hadassah Shabbat at 
Beth Tikvah in Naples
I wish you all a wonderful new 

2023!

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers,  
committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.



35January 2023
Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

ORGANIZATIONS

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
Florida Jewish History Month 2023
Marina Berkovich
Happy and Healthy 2023! Wishing all 
the best to our members, supporters 
and followers! 

Since 2003, the State of Florida 
has officially designated January as its 
Jewish History Month. Old-timers will 
remember, but newcomers are most 
likely unaware, that it is particularly 
imperative to celebrate it in Southwest 
Florida. Contrary to the popular mis-
information that Florida was always 
Jewish, which northerners frequently 
repeat, even such Jewish strongholds 
as Miami had to fight for acceptance, 
equality and equity. 

Here in Southwest Florida, we 
gained ours most recently, in the 
1980s, as our readers likely know. Jew-
ish history in Collier County, the latest 
to establish a Jewish community on 
the West Coast of Florida, is not only 
about the history of Temple Shalom, 

its oldest synagogue, but 
also about those who 
never joined any worship 
group, were turned away, 
could not afford the dues 
or were hiding their 

identity, because they were here early 
enough to face the real discrimination.

The Jewish Historical Society 
of Southwest Florida (JHSSWF), an 
all-volunteer organization, is commit-
ted to preserving the trail of local Jew-
ish history. Our eyewitnesses share the 
yesteryear lore to remind us of the pos-
itive advances the community-at-large 
has made in understanding cultural, 
ethnic and religious differences of its 
diverse population. There are occa-
sional throwbacks, but overall, Flor-
ida’s Jewish history, and Southwest 
Florida’s in particular, teach us about 
the importance of proudly upholding 
our beliefs at all times. 

Since 2010, The Society has been 
collecting and showcasing stories of 
individuals who helped shape our local 
Jewish perspectives and enlighten our 
non-Jewish neighbors. Our original 
productions, Southwest Florida Jewish 

Pioneers film series, earned a TELLY 
Award and are exhibited in the ANU 
Museum in Tel Aviv.

On Thursday, January 19 at 4:00 
p.m., we are releasing our next film, 
Jack Nortman, Boxcar Education Gi-
ant, at South Regional Library. Regis-
ter with the library to attend at https://
collierlibrary.evanced.info/signup/cal-
endar. Originally scheduled as a fund-
raiser brunch, since we were diverted 
off course, first by Covid, and then Ian, 
we are proud to release it to you this 
month at a free event. Mr. Nortman’s 
unique story is an inspiration model for 
our entire community. A son of Holo-
caust survivors, he did not rest until an 
authentic WWII-era boxcar was found 
and placed in service locally to educate 
everyone, particularly students, about 
the evils of the Holocaust. 

The following month’s event will 
take place at Chabad of Naples on 
Sunday, February 5, and will focus on 
Mitch Spaiser’s story. He is believed 
to be the first Jewish student of Edison 
College, now Florida SouthWestern 
State College, Naples Campus. Mitch 
tells a fascinating story of 1960s and 

1970s Naples life as a young Jew-
ish man from New York during the 
pre-synagogues and pre-Federation era 
of Collier County. A true Southwest 
Florida Jewish Pioneer, Mitch and his 
parents influenced generations of local 
Jews though their generosity.

We know you give to a variety 
of charitable causes and there were 
too many strains on your resources in 
2022, but please do not forget to con-
tribute to JHSSWF and our important 
educational mission. Your gracious 
support is very much appreciated. 

You may now purchase JHSSWF 
memberships online or mail us a check. 
Family Membership $54; Individual 
Membership $36, Student Membership 
$18, Corporate Sponsorship $300.
The Jewish Historical Society
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

A “gift” from Ian?
Ida Margolis and Shelley Lieb
One of the “gifts” that the Hurricane 
Ian experience brought to us is a push to 
evaluate how we live our lives. Some-
times it takes a disaster to clarify where 
you are vs. where you really want to 
be, both physically and emotionally. 
Though you are alive and reading this 
message from GenShoah SWFL, it 
is likely that you know or read about 
someone who didn’t survive. Or some-
one who lost their home. Or someone 
who is struggling to rebuild their life 
again. And for those of us who have 
experienced turmoil in the past, Hurri-
cane Ian might be a stark reminder that 
life is precious and we should do all 
we can to be the helping hand that of-
fers hope, respite, support and remem-
brance to those in need.
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, January 27, 2023
The date of liberation of Auschwitz- 
Birkenau (January 27, 1945) is the 
United Nations General Assembly des-
ignated International Holocaust Re-
membrance Day. On this date, the “UN 
urges every member state to honor the 
six million Jewish victims of the Ho-
locaust and millions of other victims 
of Nazism, and to develop education 
programs to help prevent future geno-
cides.”

Light a candle for the victims of 
the Holocaust. If you know a Holo-
caust survivor, reach out with a phone 
call or visit. Visit your local Holocaust 
Museum. Donate to the education-
al programs at your local museum or 
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 
(USHMM). Both USHMM and the 
Holocaust Museum & Cohen Educa-
tion Center in Naples (HMCEC.org) 

have very meaningful 
testimonies of local Ho-
locaust survivors. There 
are now excellent books 
about the Holocaust writ-
ten for Middle School 

and High School students. Grandpar-
ents and parents may want to read one 
of these with their grandchildren. A 
beautiful short film for ages eight and 
up is The Number on Great-Grandpa’s 
Arm.
Another form of remembrance:
Zoog Mir in Yiddish!
A Yiddish group is being organized by 
Sol Awend, Felicia Anchor and Harri-
et Berneman. If you are interested in 
joining this Chevra, please email Sol 
at solawend@gmail.com. Sol has a 
wonderful sense of humor and a con-
tagious, fun-loving attitude when it 
comes to Yiddish. 
Our stories
This season, we will be focusing on 
the writing of the stories of our parents 
who survived their turmoil in the past 
– the Holocaust. Even if your own par-
ent provided testimony in the form of 
an interview or wrote their own story, 
it comes from a different perspective 
when a 2G (Second Generation) writes 
the story. 

GenShoah SWFL is planning a 
story-writing workshop in February 
to bring together those members who 
have written their parent’s story and 
those members who are poised to be-
gin. Membership in GenShoah SWFL 
is easy and requires no fee. Gen- 
Shoah members are strongly encour-
aged to become members of the Ho-
locaust Museum & Cohen Education 
Center. If you are interested in the 
promotion of Holocaust education and 
human rights, the preservation of histo-
ry and memories of the Holocaust, the 
connection of the Second Generation 
with one another, and support of the 
Holocaust Museum & Cohen Educa-

tion Center, send an email to Shelley 
Lieb at liebro@gmail.com to get on the 
GenShoah SWFL email list.
Remembrance and action to counter 
antisemitism
Lest we forget, #ItStartedWithWords is 
a Holocaust education campaign creat-
ed by the Claims Conference in which 
Holocaust survivors from around the 
world reflect on the moments leading 

up to the Holocaust. These short videos 
“demonstrate how hateful language 
can evolve into actions with unimag-
inable outcomes.” Viewers are asked 
to circulate each video. It is a relaunch 
of a previous campaign “to address 
the current rise in antisemitism, hate 
speech and Holocaust denial around 
the world.” Go to #ItStartedWithWords 
and feel free to share it.

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 263-9200

bered with a minute of silence at the 
start of EVERY Olympics Games.

Hadassah advocates that we must 
NOT restrict reproductive choice; 
women must make decisions about our 
own bodies!

I am so proud to be part of this or-
ganization and invite you to become a 
part of it too! Every little bit you do has 
a great impact. I look forward to seeing 
you at our upcoming events:

 ¡ January 29: Installation Luncheon 
and Fashion Show at Bonita Bay 
Club

 ¡ February 26: Inspiring Women of 
2023 at Audubon Country Club

 ¡ March 3: Hadassah Shabbat at 
Temple Shalom in Naples

 ¡ March 4: Hadassah Shabbat at 
Beth Tikvah in Naples
I wish you all a wonderful new 

2023!

The Jewish Federation Seeks 

Volunteers 
with Foreign Language Skills. 

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to  Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x-2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk  

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..  

The Jewish Federation Seeks 

Volunteers 
with Foreign Language Skills. 

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to  Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x-2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk  

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..  

Send your response to Jodi Cohen at  
239.481.4449 x1 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org.  
She will contact you as needed. Thank you.

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers,  
committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.
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SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL  

10868 Metro Parkway  
(The S.W. Florida Masonic Center)             
Fort Myers, FL  33908 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
Phone: 239-247-4556  
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Free Friday dinner each week at 6:30 PM  
open to all followed by worship at 7:30 PM  
Weekly Torah Study, Sabbath worship and  
Adult Education visit 
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com for the  
schedule of events and Zoom logon  
Information. 
All events are free and open to all 
 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 773-251-8862 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W. 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 
6:30 A.M. Kabbalah Class  
7:00 Morning Prayers 
5:30 P.M. Afternoon & Evening Prayers 
Friday Evening Welcome Shabbat Prayers 
5:30 P.M. 
Saturday Kabbalah Class 9:00 A.M. Prayers 
10:00 A.M. 
Kiddush Lunch & Farbrengen 12:15 P.M. 
Afternoon & Evening Prayers 5:30 P.M. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

19691 Cypress View Drive  
Fort Myers, FL 339067         
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail:  info@templebethel.com  
Learning Tree Preschool Director:  
Amy Amon  
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com                        
President: Reina Schlager                                    
Email: reinaschlager@aol.com                                 
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235               
Web site: www.templebethel.com                          
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;  
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai 
Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &  
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday   
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Suki Kelly  
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Enrichment night every Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom 
 

Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.JewishFederationLCC.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

20031 Sanibel View Circle unit 202 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Cheryl Fulmer, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
Speakers series - 11:00 a.m. Thursday 

COMMUNITY DIRECTORY


