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Our Mission and Vision
By Sherri Zucker, Federation Co-President

 Sherri 
    Zucker
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The pita has a new following  
– recipe by Chef Dalia
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Have an item you’d like  
to share? Need to reach 
the editor of L’CHAYIM?  

Send an email to  
LChayim36@gmail.com.

The Annual Meeting of the Jew-
ish Federation of Lee and Char-
lotte Counties takes place every 

year in May. The primary business of 
the Annual Meeting is to install the 

Board of Direc-
tors for the com-
ing year. In addi-
tion to celebrating 
the recommitment 
of seasoned board 
members, it’s a 
special joy to wel-
come new mem-
bers to the board. 
These are always 

hardworking, highly invested, consci-
entious members of our community. 
New board members bring their own 
views and experiences to decision 
making and assure that our organiza-
tion is constantly growing and evolv-
ing to meet the needs and desires of the 
Jewish community.

Among the items that we review at 
the beginning of each year are the mis-
sion and vision statements. This is an 
important practice, providing essential 

perspective for new board members, 
and also serving as a reminder for ex-
perienced board members. I think it’s 
also worthwhile for the community to 
review each of these statements peri-
odically. They are the foundation upon 
which all that we do is built – from de-
veloping a budget, to guiding our work 
in Jewish Family Services to produc-
ing awesome program offerings to en-
gaging with the world at large. When 
I conduct the board meetings each 
month, I keep a copy of these state-
ments close at hand for quick reference 
and guidance on all decision making. 
These statements are also included in 
each issue of L’CHAYIM.

Our mission and vision statements 
are uniquely our own. We have not 
taken them from any stock phrases 
provided by The Jewish Federations 
of North America, other Federations 
or any other organization. Every word 
has been carefully chosen by members 
of our own community and they reflect 
our philosophy, values and goals.

What is the difference between a 
mission statement and a vision state-

ment? The website diffen.com de-
scribes it best: “The mission statement 
guides the day-to-day operations and 
decision making of the organization. It 
helps in tactical planning and ‘rallying 
the troops’ around a goal. The vision 
statement is, in a sense, loftier. It out-
lines the worldview of the organization 
and why it exists.” In simpler terms, 
someone once told me that the vision is 
what happens if the mission is fulfilled.

If you’ve gotten this far in my ar-
ticle, I want to thank you for humoring 
me by reading all of the explanation 
and commentary. Without further ado, 
here are our mission and vision state-
ments for your reflection:

Our Mission: To strengthen and 
enrich the Jewish Community by pro-
viding and supporting philanthropic, 
educational and social service pro-
grams locally, in Israel and throughout 
the world.

Our Vision: A Jewish Community 
that is based on Jewish values such as 
Tzedakah (benevolence), Tikkun Olam 
(repairing the world) and K’lal Yisrael 
(taking responsibility for one another).

17

9

16
Thank you to all of the Jewish Family 

Services volunteers for the work they do 
and the spirit in which they do it.

Arnie Obstein, Barbara Gribin, Barbara Henry, Debbie 
Feinberg, Doreen Kostel, Elise Sewall, Harriet Lipschutz, 

Laurie McConville, Linda Silver, Randi & Payton Wolf, Robert 
Thomas, Ruth Lefberg, Samantha Guterman, Suzanne Orkin, 

Tracey Seigel, Valerie Franklin.   

“Tzedakah and acts of kindness are the 
equivalent of all the Mitzvot of the Torah.”

– Talmud Yerushalmi, Pe’ah 1:1
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Program notes

I got my vaccine…did you? I am really looking 
forward to in-person programming again. It is 
safe to say it may be the very end of this year or 

the beginning of next year, but I am already planning 
the Community Breakfast. The summer is a time for 
me to gather together our Film Festival Committee to 
start screening all the wonderful Jewish films and start 
planning our 2022 Jewish Film Festival. Thankfully 
Regal has re-opened. They are selling fewer tickets 
per theater to be able to social distance, but our plan 
is for them to host next year’s festival at full capacity.

This month, don’t miss the last stop of our virtual 
tour series, Jewish Majorca. Join us, with tour guide 
Dani Rotstein on Thursday, June 3 for a beautiful and 

By Debbie Sanford, Program Director
interesting virtual tour. Tickets 
are just $15 and you can regis-
ter online. Look for your con-
firmation email with the Zoom 
link and password. Then, later 
in the month, you will meet 
Briana Schwarz of Sharsheret, 
a Jewish breast cancer orga-

nization that helps women and their families facing 
breast cancer. Check out our website for more infor-
mation on this program.

To sign up for all of our events or for more infor-
mation, please visit www.JewishFederationlcc.org/
virtual-events.

 Debbie 
    Sanford

OOUURR  MMIISSSSIIOONN  

To strengthen and enrich the Jewish  
Community by providing and supporting 
philanthropic, educational and social   
service programs locally, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 
 

OOUURR  VVIISSIIOONN  

A Jewish Community that is based on 
Jewish values such as Tzedakah 
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking     
responsibility for one another). 

Grow your business 
with L’CHAYIM.

Reach 4,000 local 
Jewish residents 

through this paper.
For more information  

or to place an ad, contact 
Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

To donate to the Federation’s 
Annual Campaign,  
call 239.481.4449  

or visit  
JewishFederationLCC.org

A message from Federation’s  
past president
By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President

This month marks the start of my second year as 
past president of The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties. The old joke says the 

best position on any board is past president, presum-
ably because you keep the status but lose most of the 

responsibilities of a president.
The role of past president 

merits some degree of respect. 
And by “respect,” I mean “pity” 
or “indifference.” 

I’ve got some experience 
with this role. Not only do I 
have a year under my belt here, 
but I’m also a past president of 
Temple Judea and of the Estate 
Planning Council of Lee County 

(remind me to tell you a funny story later).
Since the role of past president seems so appeal-

ing, I’ve been thinking maybe I’ll just bypass the 
whole “president” part and campaign directly for 
the role of “past president” on my next board. If you 
know of any organizations, small countries (or large 
countries), or companies looking for a past president, 
please consider my candidacy.

I read that the chief executive at Boeing got a  
$62 million severance package after he was fired in 
2019. Michael Eisner got more than $1 billion to walk 
away from Disney. I would be more than happy to 
run for past president of Disney. I don’t even need a 
billion dollars. I’d settle for a couple of fast passes to 
the new Star Wars rides.

My golden parachute at the Federation isn’t quite 
so rich, but I do get this column in L’CHAYIM. And, 
as “new guy” Keith Grossman shared last month, I 
rule the L’CHAYIM newsroom with an iron fist. Also, 
“golden parachute” is an unfortunate term for a sev-
erance package at Boeing. 

I found a story online at the legal website non-
profitissues.com about a person who had served 10 

years as president of a symphony. He or she was 
booted out of the role of past president after one year 
because the executive committee determined that by 
then the current president was also the past president.

The Canadian non-profit consulting collaboration 
Impact8, Inc. compares past presidents to older un-
cles or aunts. “Everyone seems to have one and yet 
we’re not sure exactly what their purpose should be.”

Anyway, I promised to tell you the story about 
the Estate Planning Council (and I know many of my 
EPC colleagues are reading this). It’s traditional for 
the executive committee to give a gift to the outgoing 
president. We get a plaque with a gavel and our name 
engraved on it. Well, there was a mistake at the trophy 
shop and they put someone else’s name on my plaque. 
The committee wanted to get it redone, but I thought 
it was funny, so I kept it. It’s hanging over my desk, 

and it makes a great conversation piece if anyone 
wonders why I have a plaque with John Costello’s 
name on it.

After they hear the story, people usually respond 
with either pity or indifference. I’m sure it’s a sign of 
respect.
Brian Simon is former president of the Federation. 
His views are not necessarily those of the Federation 
or its board.

 Brian 
    Simon

Stay in touch throughout the month.  
Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information on upcoming 
community events and cultural activities, 
breaking news, updates from Israel and 
lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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BUYING! HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY  •  WATCHES  •  ANTIQUES  •  ART OBJECTS  •  OIL PAINTINGS

GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

GOLD & SILVER COINS PAPER CURRENCY
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT — HIGHEST PRICES PAID

      14kt • 18kt •  22kt GOLD
  3rd Generation Expertise  •  Call Today

DIAMONDS  •  SAPPHIRES  •  RUBIES  •  EMERALDS

Rolex • Cartier  • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari  &  all  Wrist and Pocket Watches 
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard 

Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol • Calder  • Miró • George Nelson • Le Pho • Peter Max 
Paul Evans • Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

Diamonds ROLEX Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver Patek Philippe Chihuly Glass Jade Statues Picasso Pottery Russian Enamel Handbags

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL 
LIEBER • BIRKIN • GUCCI

SAME DAY SERVICE. CALL TODAY!
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

OUR FEDERATIONOUR FEDERATION
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 

Local �e�is� E�uca�on an� Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�on, Jewish genealogy,  Israeli folk       
dancing, social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local, na�onal and interna�onal Jewish issues.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint �istribu�on Commi�ee �J�C� for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in ���         
countries around the world. 

Partnership ��ether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and sociali�a�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency financial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Services 
Support families of children with special needs. 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal coopera�on and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

�e�is� Community �oun�a�on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term financial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.
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L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

EDITORS:
 Howard Lorsch

REPORTERS:
Howard & Nancy Barrow

“Thank you” to the following supporters of  L’CHAYIM 
for their contributions to help underwrite the cost of 
bringing news of the local, national and international 

Jewish community to your mailbox every month!

SUBSCRIBERS:
David Urban

Stan & Joanne Targia

MMAAKKEE  AA  TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTT  
 
 

Honoring a special person through a  
tribute gift to the Jewish Family Services  
of Lee & Charlotte Counties is a wonderful  
way to recognize a simcha or remember  
a loved one. Not only does your gift  
show your family and friends that  
you care, it goes to work helping Jews  
in need and building vibrant communities  
locally, in Israel and around the world. 

 
VViissiitt  oouurr  wweebbssiittee  &&  MMaakkee  aa  GGiifftt  
jjeewwiisshhffeeddeerraattiioonnllcccc..oorrgg//ttrriibbuuttee--mmeemmoorriiaallss  

 
A personal Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte 
Counties tribute card will be sent to the honoree  
or bereaved on your behalf, reflecting a personal 
message if you wish. 

TRIBUTES
In honor of Terri & Larry Eisenfeld
from Linda Sweet & the “Mahj Girls”

In honor of Jodi Cohen
from David Balsiger

In honor of Judi Davis on Mother’s Day
from Cynthia, Howard, Jennifer, Myles, Henry,  

Hannah, Jodie, Todd, Sam and Jack

In memory of Selma A. Kestelman
from Bruce & Laurie Kestelman

Wishing Phyllis Aronson a speedy recovery
from Henry & Debbie Feinberg
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By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

 Jodi Cohen

I had a dream. No one showed up. 
No groceries were delivered. No 
one called. It was empty and quiet 

at the Federation.
Then the real world woke me up 

because in real 
life you do come, 
you do call, you 
do care. 

It takes a 
village of local 
congregations to 
deliver massive 
amounts of food 
on a regular basis 

to help keep the food pantry shelves 
full, especially since we’ve told cli-
ents they are eligible to come twice a 
month. 

Bless The Cadkin Foundation for 
donating gift cards each month so 
families can buy fresh food. My dear 
friends in Wisconsin, who have volun-
teered at food banks for over 40 years, 
continue to make hefty donations from 
“that pesky incentive money that keeps 
coming.” Everyone who drops off 
food, sends in checks, gives gift cards 
and makes online donations in hon-
or of their loved ones are Federation  
angels.

Although many of us have re-
ceived both of our Covid vaccination 
shots and conditions seem to be loos-
ening up, the stakes still feel pretty 
high. So many people who come to the 
Federation pantry or call for assistance 
look and sound vulnerable. Trying to 
balance work, the mortal chores (laun-
dry, cooking, cleaning, etc.), family 
needs and health concerns is challeng-
ing. Trying to manage everything on a 
limited income only adds more pres-
sure. God forbid there’s an emergency. 
How do you choose what to give up or 
sacrifice?

I am not a person who, when asked 
how I’m doing, ever chirps, “No com-
plaints!” I am usually a tad bit kvetchy 
(aka ATBK). My work with Jewish 
Family Services allows me to return 
to the intersection of compassion and 

humility again and again. When some-
one reaches out for help, I have learned 
how to quickly reframe my perspec-
tive, grab my gratitude and look sky-
ward with prayers. 

For instance, I asked a client how 
she was doing and she told me that her 
young adult son had been murdered 
several weeks ago. The next month 
she told me that she was taking care of 
10 kids because she did not want her 
nieces living on the street. She said she 
didn’t understand why she was still 
sad about her son and asked if that was 
normal. My heart broke into a thou-
sand pieces right then and there. I ig-
nored the no-hugging policy that day. 
Besides giving this woman food and 
gift cards, I sent her information about 
grieving a violent death and connected 
her to counseling resources. I think of 
her every day.

The Federation buys most of its 

toiletries from Dollar Tree. I’ve gotten 
to know the manager at the store where 
I pick up our order every month. Let’s 
call her Yetta. Yetta is a hard worker, 
super friendly, and a fan of everything 
the Federation does for the community. 
Yetta is what’s referred to in Yiddish as 
a gute neshema, a good soul. In April, 
I asked Yetta if she’d received her vac-
cine shots yet. She shared that she is 
still recovering from an unusual form 
of cancer and is worried about the vac-
cine. From the outside looking in, Yetta 
is gregarious and always in motion. On 
the inside, she is fighting for her life. 
You never know with people. You just 

never know.
Except I believe that you, Dear 

Reader, truly understand how precious 
and precarious life is and can be. Your 
support of the Federation expands the 
boundaries of what is possible. 

A special thank you to the ever- 
amazing and hardworking volunteers: 
Arnie Obstein, Barbara Gribin, Bar-
bara Henry, Debbie Feinberg, Doreen 
Kostel, Elise Sewall, Harriet Lipschutz, 
Laurie McConville, Linda Silver, Ran-
di & Payton Wolf, Robert Thomas, 
Samantha Guterman, Suzanne Orkin, 
Tracey Seigel, Ruth Lefberg, Valerie 
Franklin. 

Changing you address? Keep 
L’CHAYIM coming to your home. 

Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties  |  9701 Commerce Center Ct.  |  Fort Myers, FL  33908
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On behalf of the Jewish community of Lee and Charlotte counties, the Jewish Federation thanks all those who contributed 
to furthering our mission “To strengthen and enrich the Jewish community by providing and supporting philanthropic, 
educational and social service programs locally, in Israel and throughout the world.” 

 

Jack Cohen 
Howard & Brenda Sheridan 

Jack & Ellen Esformes 
David & Dawn Klein 
Sheryl Lipman 
Gene & Lee Seidler 

Daniel & Chely Dosoretz 
Nancy Dwyer 
Barry & Barbara Epstein 
Alan & Eva Freeman 
Martin Freling 
Max Jacobs 
Howard & Judith Mayer 
Daniel Rochman 
Barbara Siegel 
Ronny & Marie Taschner 
Stephen & Vicki Zellner 
Doris Zipper 

Robert & Darlene Duvin 
Lydia Gattanell 
Peter Goldberg & Lynn Jaffe 
Earl & Barbara Magdovitz Family 
Foundation 
Julie Rochman 
James & Betty Rubenstein 
Rabbi Marc & Leni Sack 
Betty Seidel 
Brian & Mindi Simon 
Dr. Ron & Kathy Toll 
Guy & Ilene Whitesman 

Kenneth & Gwenda Asher 
David Balsiger 
Howard & Nancy Barrow 
Robert & Bette Batson 
Howard & Debbie Baum 
Shirley Boscov 
Steve & Kathy Brettholtz 
Alan & Jackie Cadkin 
Richard & Joan Davis 
DLS Construction 
Barry & Cheryl Fulmer 
Glen & Rita Gardberg 
Linda Hill & Douglas Garde 
Jorge & Helene Glocer 
Harvey & Barbara Goldberg 
Jacob Goldberger 
Melvin & Sheila Goldstein 

Rachel H.M. Abraham 
Jerry & Pauline Chusid 
Gary & Robin Correnti 
Beth Crane 
Richard & Judi Davis 
Larry & Terri Eisenfeld 
Deb Gold 
H. Richard Hendler 
William & Andi Horowitz 
Charles Idelson 
Naomi Thomson & Alan Isaacs 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 
Brian & Sara Krivisky 
Eric Dochinger & Michele Laboda 
Gerald & Sheila Laboda 
Clive & Sonya Lubner 
Stuart & Toni Morgenstein 
John & Rozzi Osterman 
Judi Roth 
Taryn Sasser 
Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Jerry & Barbara Snyderman 
Paul Weinstein 
Ira & Sherri Zucker 

$30,000 & above 

$20,000 - $29,999 

 $10,000 - $19,999 

$5,000 - $9,999 

$2,500 - $4,999 

$1,800 - $2,499 

$1,000 - $1,799 

$500 - $999 

$1 - $499 (continued) $1 - $499 (continued) 

$1 - $499  

Ajax Paving 
Jody Altschule 
Hal & Pamela Arkin 
David & Esta Berger 
Russell & Elizabeth Bogen 
Todd Caruso 
Edward & Beverly Drucker 
Zelda Dubin 
Ron & Marlene Ehrens 
Henry & Debbie Feinberg 
Arlene Foreman 
Daniel & Ellen Fox 
Mark Freeman 
Irwin & Carol Friedman 
Harold & Cheryl Goldstein 
Bob & Diane Goldstein 
Ira Grasgreen 
Bruce & Kathy Greenberg 
Steven & Julie Guterman 
David & Anne Joffe 
Mark & Elyse Kaplovitz 
Doug & Lee Kasten 
Dale Reiss & Jerome King 
Ron & Lin Klein 
Richard & Renee Lane 
Jeff Lazar 
Alan & Edina Lessack 
James & JoAnn Lewin 
Elaine London 
Barry & Amy Marz 
Charles & Betty Massie 
Rachel Maves 
Norman & Joan Newman 
Martin & Enid Packard 
Marvin & Lesley Porter 
Jerry Ladendorf & Sharon Rosenberg 
Ruth Segel 
Adam & Elise Sewall 
Ian & Reeva Shaffer 
Martin & Betteann Sherman 
Al & Judith Simon 
Sidney & Ruth Steiner 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Judea 
Robert Thomas 
Stephen & Esther Wiener 

David & Dana Baldinger 
Sorelle Baldwin-Koch 
Beverly Banks 
Bruce & Sheila Barsky 
Rochelle Bauman 
Betty Ann Beckerman 
Robert & Roberta Jo Belin 
Joyce Bell 
Daniel & Lisa Bendetowicz 
Carla Benninga 
Morris & Alberta Bernstein 
Sharon Berry 
Barbara Bertman 
Jeffrey & Jill Bisker 
Dr. Barry Blank 
Bari-Lynn Blitefield 
Herbert & Martha Blondheim 
Phillip & Sheryl Blumberg 
Nathan & Wendy Blyveis 
Stuart & Juli Bobman 
Richard Bornfreund 
Irwin Bosworth 
Cynthia Boyer 
Hal & Bucky Bozof 
Harvey & Carol Brand 
Harold & Renee Bretner 
Craig Brotheim 
Babette Brown 
Jacob & Brenda Buck 
Robert & Jeanette Burke 
Ellen Burnett 
Marty Burnette 
Bonnie Bursten 
Michele Callif-Handler 
Thomas Cardone 
Donna & Larry Castillo 
Allyson Cellini 
Randi & Debbi Chartash 
 Chavurat Shalom 
Andrew & Fran Chernow 
Howard & Francine Chester 
Diann Cimring 
William & Wendy Cohen 
Susan Cohen 
Paul & Odelle Coker 
Darell Colman 
Harry & Bea Colter 
Kent & Freda Confeld 
Daniel & Nancy Cooper 
Mark & Donna Cooper 
Paul Cornez 
Joseph & Sheila Cramer 
Ron & Paula Creed 
Joann Cristea 
D Peck Roofing Inc. 
Cynthia Davis 
Ronald Davis 
David & Jacki Dearie 
Barry Deutch 
Richard & Rhonda Diner 
Irwin & Esta Doliner 
Jan Doss 
Barbara Druckman 
Donald & Randi Dunkle 
Henri & Josephine Dyner 
Barry & Susan Ebbets 
Leonard  & Robin Egdish 
Mark & Susan Eger 
Marcus Einstein 
June Eisner 
Alice Ellman 
Ellen Epstein 
Williiam & Deborah Esicar 
William Reynolds & Rena Essrog 
Matt & Rhoda Ezra 
Joseph & Jewel Faerber 
Saundra Falk 
Ilana Farkas 
Alex & Ayala Farkash 
Marc & Judy Farron 
Linda Fentner 
Bruce & Diane Fenton 
Bobby & Carole Fierman 
Lynda Finn 
Rollie Fischer 
Emmi Fischl 
Dorit Fisher 
Morton & Rhea Fleishman 
Mae Folb 
Richard & Gail Foster 
Brian & Amy Fox 
Neal & Barbara Frank 
Jeffrey & Sheila Frank 
Nanette & Doreen Frankel 
Michael & Valerie Franklin 
Muriel Freedman 
Stanley & Rebecca Freeman 
Doug & Olga Freeman 
Leslie Minoff & Howard Freidin 

Ira & Anita Freifeld 
Marcy Friedland 
Rabbi Stephen & Victoria Fuchs 
Richard & Judi Fuchs 
Natalie Fulton 
David & Marilyn Gardner 
Matthew & Mary Gatof 
Arthur & Phyllis Geller 
Micki Gillespie 
Kathleen Gilstad 
Ginny Gioia 
Susan Glasser 
Howard & Jane Gold 
Joseph & Marcia Goldberg 
Susan Block & Terri Goldberg 
Morton Goldberg 
Judy Goldberg 
Winfred Goldblatt 
Rochelle Goldenberg 
Claire Goldhagen 
Michael & Maxine Golding 
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How is revenge travel best served?
By Keith Grossman

Apparently, we are all now 
feeling much better about our 
Covid prospects and we are 

busting out of our homes.
In 2020, travel plummeted 45%. In 

2021, it’s expected to grow 23%. Las 
Vegas is counting its chips once again. 
Travel agents have stopped promoting 
the staycation. It’s time to get up and 
go!

I imagine couples who have been 
stuck at home to-
gether are rejoic-
ing. Every day 
looking at each 
other with no one 
else to visit, eat-
ing meals togeth-
er with no other 
friends, sitting by 
the pool or play-
ing golf together 

– I bet they can’t wait to be stuck to-
gether at a remote resort somewhere.

The pandemic has even brought 
us a new phrase: revenge travel. “And 
what is that?” you ask. 

Eric Jones, co-founder of The Va-
cationer travel journal and planning 
guide describes it in part as the wan-
derlust to get out and explore after last 
year’s canceled travel plans. He adds, 
“The term is also retribution against 
Covid-19 and how it is losing its power 

to control our lives, including cancel-
ing travel plans.”

I asked some people where they 
would go to get revenge against Covid. 
What’s the worst (or best?) they can do 
to show Covid who’s boss?

Daisy Divorce told me, “When I 
got divorced, to get back at my hus-
band, I took my new boyfriend to our 
honeymoon spot. I guess I would do 
the same to Covid.”

Patty Pooper said, “I once got back 
at my brother, who always bullied 
me, by putting ex-lax in his brownies. 
Where do they make ex-lax? Maybe 
that’s where I’ll go.”

“Once this lady in the grocery line 
was so rude to me,” Betty Butz shared. 
“I let everyone behind her go in front 
of me. You know, since Covid, I hav-
en’t been to the grocery store. I’ve just 
been having food delivered. I think I’ll 
go to the grocery store. That will be 
sweet revenge.”

Suzy Spendthrift said, “I’m going 
to take the most expensive vacation 
I’ve ever taken. Something I can’t even 
afford. But I’m going to do it. That will 
show Covid.”

But will travel revenge even make 
you feel better? It can be argued people 
feel worse, not better, after taking re-
venge. Researcher and college profes-
sor David Chester explains, “Revenge 

can feel really good in the moment, 
but when we follow up with people 
five minutes, 10 minutes and 45 min-
utes later, they actually report feeling 
worse than they did before they sought 
revenge.”

Feeling worse can be especially 
true if you revenge travel in Mexico. I 
hear that Montezuma’s Revenge is no 
joke. I suggest you give yourself an ex-
tra day to decompress after you return 
from revenge traveling.

Confucius said, “Before you em-
bark on a journey of revenge, dig two 
graves.” Probably not the best quote 
since we’re talking about Covid, but 
I’m sure you get the point. 

It does make me think, though, that 
the best revenge travel may be visiting 

graveyards. What better way to stick it 
in Covid’s face that you cheated death 
than visiting a ton of tombs? That you 
visited a crypt and lived to tell the tale?

Visiting graveyards is actually a 
popular thing to do. Graveyards hold 
a lot of history, culture and art. Many 
were designed to be explored and 
have a park-like atmosphere. The Père 
Lachaise Cemetery in Paris gets over 
3.5 million annual visitors!

I hear the Bonaventure Cemetery 
in Savannah, Georgia, is nice. It even 
starred in Clint Eastwood’s movie Mid-
night in the Garden of Good and Evil. 

So with revenge travel peaking, 
you have to ask yourself one question, 
Covid. “Do I feel lucky?”
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

Great news! Our popular Do-
cent-led tours are back! We 
have several available. For 

your safety, the Museum follows all 
CDC guidelines. Pre-registration is re-
quired, and a minimum of four reserva-
tions are requested for the tours to take 
place. Here are the details:
Morning Docent-led Tours: 

• Open to the public 
• Held Sunday, Wednesday and 

Thursday mornings from 10:00 to 
11:30 a.m.

• Accommodates up to 12 people
• Reservation required; RSVP on 

Museum website for available 
dates – www.HMCEC.org

• Tickets are $15 per person 
“Perfectly Paradise Authentic 
Experience” Tour: 

• “Stories of the Holocaust and Be-
hind the Scenes at the Holocaust 
Museum & Cohen Education Cen-
ter”

• Open to the public
• Special tour created in conjunction 

with Naples/Marco Island/Ever-
glades Convention and Visitors 
Bureau

• Two-part tour: Part 1 – Guided 
Museum Tour by Director of Op-
erations/Education Specialist Sam 
Parish, and Part 2 – “Behind the 
Scenes Tour” inside the Museum 
Archives with 

• Curator Cody Rademacher and 
a short presentation on selected 
items in the collection

• Held every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of 

the month from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
• Accommodates up to 12 people 
• Reservation required; RSVP on 

Museum website for available 
dates – www.HMCEC.org

• Tickets are $25 per person

Private Group Tours:
• Scheduled by appointment
• Accommodates up to 12-15 peo-

ple (group can be an organization, 
family, friends, etc.)

• Scheduled at the convenience of 
the group, generally in the morn-
ings

• Docent-led tour or self-guided tab-
lets available

• Tickets are $15 per person
• For information and to sched-

ule, contact David Nelson at 
239.263.9200 or David@HMCEC.
org
We also offer Student Field Trips 

by appointment for groups of up to 

30 people, inclusive of teachers and 
chaperones. School may be coming 
to an end this month, but this program 
continues in the summer for youth 
groups. For more information, contact 
Sam Parish at 239.263.9200 or Sam@

HMCEC.org.
We would love 

to see you for a reg-
ular visit, too, and 
encourage you to 
pre-purchase your 
ticket on our web-
site. This not only 
guarantees admit-
tance at your pre-
ferred arrival time, 
but you’ll receive a 
$2 discount on the 
price of an adult 
ticket.

Museum Hours 
are Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday 
and Sunday from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The 
last guests are admitted at 3:00 p.m.
New Museum Exhibit 
to Open on Sunday, June 6
Our next exhibit in the Estelle and Stu-
art Price Gallery opens June 6. “Caught 
on Film: The Wartime Photography of 
Ken Regele and the US Army Signal 
Corps” fittingly opens on the 76th an-
niversary of D-Day. The exhibit draws 
from the Museum’s Ken Regele Pho-
tographic Collection. Each photograph 
gives the viewer a rare, up-close per-
spective on various aspects of World 
War II. 

Ken Regele was trained by the 

United States Army to be a camera-
man in the US Signal Corps. These 
photographers and filmmakers were 
often on the war’s front lines, armed 
with nothing more than their camer-
as. The Signal Corps took thousands 
of photographs and shot hundreds of 
feet of film during their operations. 
Ken and his team traveled across the 
European continent, documenting Al-
lied operations for review by military 
commanders. The documentation was 
later used by post-war military histo-
rians. Before Ken was honorably dis-
charged after the war, he took two rolls 
of film with him, whose negatives con-
tained a wide variety of images taken 
by Signal Corps photographic teams. 
He held onto these rolls, keeping 
them in a drawer for nearly 60 years, 
before donating them to the Muse-
um. One of these rolls was blank; the 
other possessed numerous incredible  
images, from preparations for D-Day 
to Liberation and the end of the war in  
Europe.

In addition to combat scenes, the 
Regele Collection Signal Corps im-
ages include photographs of military 
life behind the front lines. They doc-
umented all sorts of activities, ranging 
from those of the average G.I. up to 
Supreme Allied Commander Dwight 
D. Eisenhower and his Generals.

“Caught on Film: The Wartime 
Photography of Ken Regele and the US 
Army Signal Corps” will be on display 
through October 17, 2021. 

Curator Cody Rademacher with an archive drawer
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JNF-USA ignites love in a post-pandemic world
As Israel continues to lead the 

world in its vaccine rollout, 
Jewish National Fund-USA 

(JNF-USA) has wasted no time in 
setting a date to resume its in-person 
missions. Only this time, America’s 
singles get first dibs to “swipe right” 
for Israel.

With much of the dating scene 
taking place in the virtual world over 
the past 12 months, participants on the 
singles trip may find themselves going 
on a real date while eating dates grown 
from a tree that JNF-USA brought back 
to life after 2,000 years.

The trip for singles ages 35-50 will 
take place July 4-11 and includes eight 
days and seven nights in high-quali-
ty lodging, touring with an English- 
speaking guide on a Wi-Fi equipped 
luxury coach, daily buffet breakfasts, 
most lunches and dinners, entrance 
fees to various sites, museums and 
events, and airport transfers.

“People have been stuck inside 

and the development of romantic rela-
tionships got put on hold, so now JNF-
USA is wagering that sparks will fly 
for singles across the country over the 
July 4th weekend,” said Toby Halpern, 
President of the JNF-USA Sarasota 
Board of Directors. “Participants are 
being offered a chance to find true love 
while receiving a backstage pass to an 
unforgettable trip to Israel.”

The week-long itinerary is packed 
with activities that will make histo-
ry come alive for participants as they 
immerse themselves in all of Israel’s 
magic and wonder. The tour bus will 

hit most of the coun-
try’s cultural land-
marks and will travel 
along the scenic coast-
al routes exposing the 
hidden gems of the 
Western Galilee. The 
group will also engage 
in Tel Aviv’s vibrant 
nightlife and indulge 
in Israel’s thriving 
culinary scene. The 
high-end vacation will 
include meals at some 

of Israel’s finest dining establishments 
and four-star sleeping accommoda-
tions. 

“Whether you’ve been there zero 
times or 10 times, if you are single and 
support Israel, your first internation-
al trip post-Covid should be to Israel. 
Hopefully, you’ll meet a special some-
one while you’re on the tour but, at the 
very least, you’ll definitely enjoy a truly 

memorable experience,” said Jeffrey 
Greenberg, the JNF-USA professional 
leading the summer singles trip.

Space is limited. Visit jnf.org/trav-
el for additional details and registration 
information. 

All Jewish National Fund-USA 

tours will adhere to the health and safe-
ty guidelines set by the Government of 
Israel.

For more information, please con-
tact Joshua Mellits, Director, Western 
Florida, at 941.462.1330 x865 or jmell 
its@jnf.org.

VIRTUAL TOUR OF 
“THE SECRET JEWS OF         

MAJORCA ISLAND" 

Register online for the Zoom information. 

www.JewishFederationlcc.org/Virtual-Events 

$15.00 per 

Family 

Thursday, June 3rd 
11:00 A.M.– 12:30 P.M. 

 

We will visit the inside of the permanent exhibit in the Jewish Quarter inaugurated in 2015 as 
we trace the footsteps of the Medieval Jews who walked the narrow alleyways of the casco 

antiguo – or old town. We will learn about famous Mallorquin rabbis, philosophers, and        
cartographers such as Jafuda ben Cresques. We will also learn about the terrible attacks on the 
Jewish quarters of the island in 1391 that would later set the stage for the forced general mass 
conversion of 1435. Come and look for clues and hints that suggest a robust Jewish community 

that was extinguished over centuries in the fires of the Inquisition.  

SNOWBIRDS, 
newspapers don’t fly… 
however, your address will! 

      Going North? 
         

Don’t forget to contact us with      
your change of address  to             

continue receiving L’CHAYIM. 

 

Send address changes to: 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org 

or call: 239.481.4449 ext-5 
 

      Safe Travels 

SNOWBIRDS, 
newspapers don’t fly… 
however, your address will! 

      Going North? 
         

Don’t forget to contact us with      
your change of address  to             

continue receiving L’CHAYIM. 

 

Send address changes to: 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org 

or call: 239.481.4449 ext-5 
 

      Safe Travels 

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

She was just a little girl when it 
happened. It was early morn-
ing in her family’s tumbledown 

house in a steel town in western Penn-
sylvania. The little girl, still tucked in 
her bed with her two sisters asleep by 
her side, called to her mother. “Mama, 

come quick. The 
washing machine 
is overflowing.” 

Located in 
the basement of 
the house, the 
washing machine 
was indeed on the 
fritz. Warm water 
and soap bubbles 
were pouring out 

of the washer’s bin and slopping all 
over the floor. Within minutes, the lit-
tle girl’s mother had marshalled all the 
children and several boarders to come 
to the rescue and clean up the mess.

When the crisis had passed, the 
mother of the young girl who first 
sounded the alarm became alarmed 
herself. “How did you know what was 
happening in the basement?” she asked 
as she grilled her daughter. “Were you 
in the basement this morning? Did you 
try to use the washing machine? And 
when you broke it, you told no one and 
just went back to bed?” 

Clearly the mother was angry and 
the little girl began to cry. “I never 
went to the basement,” said the little 
one. “I woke up and in my head I saw 
the washer overflowing. That’s when I 
called you!”

At this point an older sister ap-
peared on the scene. “She does this all 
the time,” shrieked the sister. “She sees 
things that nobody else sees.” The old-
er sister then brandished a broom and 
began bashing the little one. “Mama, 
Mama, our sister is a witch.”

Seventy years later, over a cup of 
coffee in a local diner, my aunt (z”l) re-
counted the washing machine incident, 
noting that this was the first time she 
had ever shared the story with anyone. 

Auntie said, “Until that day I be-
lieved that everyone could see into the 
future. I had no idea, until my mother 
confronted me and my sister beat me, 
that I was completely different from 
others. Over the years I had more and 
more visions, but it wasn’t until I was 
much older that I acknowledged these 
as something positive and decided to 
use them for good.”

Auntie went on to explain that 
she was first compelled to divulge her 
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Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her new 

book, Aging Jewishly, available on  
Amazon. It makes a great gift!

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
Clairvoyant? An elderly aunt discloses a dubious gift
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

There is no substitute
for experience.
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She was just a little girl when it 
happened. It was early morn-
ing in her family’s tumbledown 

house in a steel town in western Penn-
sylvania. The little girl, still tucked in 
her bed with her two sisters asleep by 
her side, called to her mother. “Mama, 

come quick. The 
washing machine 
is overflowing.” 

Located in 
the basement of 
the house, the 
washing machine 
was indeed on the 
fritz. Warm water 
and soap bubbles 
were pouring out 

of the washer’s bin and slopping all 
over the floor. Within minutes, the lit-
tle girl’s mother had marshalled all the 
children and several boarders to come 
to the rescue and clean up the mess.

When the crisis had passed, the 
mother of the young girl who first 
sounded the alarm became alarmed 
herself. “How did you know what was 
happening in the basement?” she asked 
as she grilled her daughter. “Were you 
in the basement this morning? Did you 
try to use the washing machine? And 
when you broke it, you told no one and 
just went back to bed?” 

Clearly the mother was angry and 
the little girl began to cry. “I never 
went to the basement,” said the little 
one. “I woke up and in my head I saw 
the washer overflowing. That’s when I 
called you!”

At this point an older sister ap-
peared on the scene. “She does this all 
the time,” shrieked the sister. “She sees 
things that nobody else sees.” The old-
er sister then brandished a broom and 
began bashing the little one. “Mama, 
Mama, our sister is a witch.”

Seventy years later, over a cup of 
coffee in a local diner, my aunt (z”l) re-
counted the washing machine incident, 
noting that this was the first time she 
had ever shared the story with anyone. 

Auntie said, “Until that day I be-
lieved that everyone could see into the 
future. I had no idea, until my mother 
confronted me and my sister beat me, 
that I was completely different from 
others. Over the years I had more and 
more visions, but it wasn’t until I was 
much older that I acknowledged these 
as something positive and decided to 
use them for good.”

Auntie went on to explain that 
she was first compelled to divulge her 

psychic gift when she read about two 
bank robbers who had foiled a police 
roadblock. “The more I read the news-
paper account, the more certain I was 
that I had to contact the authorities. I 
clearly had a vision of a house with the 
two thieves inside. The house number 
was clearly visible. And try as I might 
I could not get that image out of my 
head.” 

As is often the case with those 
who have psychic tendencies, taking a 
vision to the police might arouse sus-
picion and result in the authorities im-
plicating them in the crime. Auntie felt 
the same way. “I thought about making 
an anonymous tip but that didn’t seem 
right. So I called the police and told 
them about the vision. I also gave them 
my name.”

The detective who visited Auntie 
was naturally skeptical, that is, until he 
sent a squad car to the house in ques-
tion and found the homeowner locked 
in a closet and the two bank robbers 
drinking beer at the kitchen table. The 
cops were ecstatic and lauded as he-
roes. Auntie was grateful, not only for 
the arrest but for the fact that no one 
mentioned her psychic intervention. 

“But did you ever help solve other 
crimes?” I asked. Auntie wouldn’t say. 
Instead, she fell back on Jewish tradi-
tions saying that she came to believe 
that her visions were gifts from God 
and she had the responsibility to use 
her gifts to help others.

In a 2015 article by Marcus J. 
Freed, “So You Are Psychic. Now 
What,” the author explains a biblical 
prohibition that seems to describe my 
Auntie’s position regarding her psy-
chic powers. Freed writes about the 
“curious Biblical warning” that sug-
gests exercising caution when encoun-
tering a psychic. 

Freed says that should a person 
meet “a high-level psychic who pre-
dicts something that comes true, but 
they tell you to veer from the path of 
Oneness and Unity, you should ignore 
them.” This admonition is found in the 
Torah itself where we read, “If there 
will arise among you a prophet or a 
dreamer of a dream, and he gives you 
a sign or a marvel … and says, ‘Let us 
go after other deities’… you must not 
listen to the words of that prophet or 
dreamer of a dream.” (Deut. 13:2-4)

Which begs the question: Do Aun-
tie’s psychic powers complement or 
distort Jewish tradition? Our sages 
speak of those few men and women 

who have “ruach hakodesh,” a higher 
level of intuition sometimes described 
as “divine wisdom.” This implies a 
concomitant level of responsibility. 
Ancient Jewish sages cautioned against 
using one’s psychic gifts for selfish 
purposes, profit, party tricks or show.

During our discussion at the diner, 
Auntie admitted that her track record 
was such that police investigators often 
asked for her psychic input in solving a 
particularly baffling crime. “I would al-
ways help,” Auntie said, “but I wanted 
no notice, no publicity and definitely 
no pay.”

“Did you ever help solve any fa-
mous cases?” I asked. I was dying 
to know some specifics, but Auntie 

wouldn’t budge. Instead, she changed 
the subject, pointing out that the He-
brew word, “mazal” has a meaning 
that few understand. “Mazal means 
constellation, Auntie said. “When we 
wish someone Mazal Tov, we are really 
saying that the stars are in a good posi-
tion, and the stars are lined up in their 
favor.” For those who had the benefit 
of Auntie’s psychic gifts, Mazal Tov 
indeed.
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.
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Arlene Stolnitz

“David’s Quilt” – the story of King David in music
By Arlene Stolnitz

I am always amazed and thrilled 
when I hear of contemporary com-
posers using biblical themes for 

their work. Such is the story of the 
Helfman Composers Group, associated 
with the UCLA Herb Alpert School of 
Music. Together, and under the aus- 

pices of the Low-
ell Milken Cen-
ter for Music of 
American Jewish 
Experience, they 
have created an 
oratorio based on 
the life of King 
David, musician, 
warrior, lover and 
ruler.

Fifteen Jewish composers with di-
verse backgrounds have produced 18 
pieces of music for orchestra, choir, so-
loists and dancers. The result is a tap-
estry much like a beautiful fabric being 
pieced together. The idea of the tapes-
try or quilt is “to get you into David’s 
head; what he was feeling…”

So how did this idea get start-
ed? The idea was envisioned about 
10 years ago by Cantor Phil Baron of 
Valley Beth Shalom, a large conserva-
tive synagogue in Encino, California. 
Cantor Baron had been a songwriter 
for Disney Studios and had also cre-
ated successful award-winning music 
series for Jewish children. Eventually, 
though, his strong Jewish background 
as a trained cantor pulled him in a dif-
ferent direction.

His idea was to invite a group of 
gifted and experienced Jewish song-
writers who were actively engaged in 
composing, but not writing Jewish mu-
sic. He invited a group of composers 
to attend a two-day retreat with an out-
standing faculty at the Brandeis-Bardin 
Campus of American Jewish Universi-
ty in Simi Valley, California. (I have 
been there and can vouch for the place 
as being inspirational.) That was in 
2010, and what has followed has been 
an amazing and creative contribution 
of music to the liturgy of today’s syna-
gogue music. 

The Institute was named the Max 
Helfman Institute for New Jewish Mu-
sic for renowned composer and con-
ductor Max Helfman (1901-1963). The 
institute’s formation was aided by a 
substantial grant from the Jewish Com-
munity Foundation of Los Angeles and 
the endorsement of the Milken Center.

Helfman thought “the arts are a 
great way for people to bind their Jew-
ish soul.” He stated, “Some think there 
is a wall between Jew and Gentile, 
but the real wall is between the Jew 
and himself… the young Jew who has 
turned away from his heritage and in so 
doing has turned his back on a rich cre-
ative past… they will argue with you… 
but you cannot argue with a song or 
with a dance.”

Reading the bios of the Helfman 
Institute Fellows (as they are called) 
is an experience in itself. Each of the 
composers, who are classically trained 

musicians, have had extensive expe-
rience in film and TV, and many are 
Emmy award-winning composers. 
Most have had backgrounds in Judaic 
music. There have been some non-Jew-
ish “visitors.” In particular, there was a 
Korean Julliard student and there has 
been a Jewish composer from Mexico. 
More recently, graduate students from 
the music school have participated, 
adding diversity to the group.

The composers were told to write 
in each of their own styles resulting in 
a mix that is greatly varied. Accord-
ing to Cantor Baron, who directs the 
program, the flaws of biblical David’s 
character make him perfect for this am-
bitious musical undertaking.

A few titles of the works are “Val-
ley of Shadows” by Cantor Phil Baron, 
“When I Open My Mouth” by Rebekah 
Mirsky, “Halleluja” by Dr. David Lef-
kowitz, and “Beauty and the Dance of 
Wonder” and “David Dancing the Ark 

to Jerusalem” by Dr. Michelle Green 
Willner. 

The piece took two years to pro-
duce and debuted in a live performance 
on November 5, 2017, at the Stephen 
Wise Temple in Los Angeles.

The group has now written over 
40 pieces and is currently developing a 
major new work in partnership with the 
recently endowed UCLA Mickey Katz 
Chair in Jewish Music. More informa-
tion about the group can be found on 
YouTube under “David’s Quilt.”
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of 
all kinds has led to this series of ar-
ticles on Jewish Folk Music in the  
Diaspora.
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jew-
ish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one  
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also 
identified as Jewish.

For a continuously updated 
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Thrillers, Comedies, Animated Fun,
Plays on Film
We are still in pandemic times and, 
because of that, premiere dates are of-
ten announced quite close to the actual 
premiere date. That’s why many May 
premieres are being reported in this 
column. You can easily catch up on 
streaming services. 

Hacks is a 10-episode dramedy 
series that premiered on HBO on May 
13 (two episodes on 13th followed by 
two episodes each Thursday for four 
weeks). Jean Smart (Designing Wom-
en) plays Deborah Vance, a legendary 
Las Vegas comedian whose career is 
tanking. Nobody is hiring her to do 
stand-up comedy anymore. She’s re-
duced to promotional appearances, like 
store openings. 

Vance hires Ava, a 25-year-old 
struggling comedy writer to freshen up 
her act. Vance has an imperious per-
sonality and a fierce tongue. So, Ava is 
in for “quite a ride.”

Ava is played by newcomer  
HANNAH EINBINDER, 26. She has 
quite a backstory: her mother is orig-
inal Saturday Night Live cast member 
LARAINE NEWMAN, 69. Her fa-
ther is CHAD EINBINDER, 57, a lit-
tle-known actor. Hannah is a real-life 
stand-up comedian. In March 2020, 
she did a set on Stephen Colbert’s 
show just before production was shut 
down (view it on YouTube). She has a 
unique, artsy stand-up style that is fun-
ny, if not hilarious. In another YouTube 
stand-up video, she referred to herself 
as Jewish in passing. 

Newman grew up in a secular Jew-
ish household in Beverly Hills. She 
told The Jewish Journal (2003) that 
it wasn’t until she enrolled her oldest 
daughter in Temple Isaiah’s preschool 
(Los Angeles) that she joined a temple 
(Isaiah), learned Hebrew and brought 
ritual home. 

 Newman has two daughters. The 
older one she referred to is SPIKE 
NEWMAN, 30 (born Lena Einbinder). 
Spike, too, is an actress. Her current gig 
is her best: she’s a regular cast member 
(named Water’s Shadow) in the come-
dy series Los Espookys on HBO. The 
first season streamed in 2019. It was re-
newed, but a second season hasn’t yet 
appeared. 

Blackspace is an eight-episode, 
made-in-Israel psychological-thriller. 
It began streaming on Netflix on May 
27. It follows the police investigation 
into a massacre of four students at an 
Israeli high school carried out by anon-
ymous, unicorn-masked figures. The 
cast and filmmaker are all Israeli. A 
second season has already been ordered.

The Kominsky Method, a hit Net-
flix series, streamed its third and final 
season on May 28. It was long known 
that co-star ALAN ARKIN, 87, didn’t 
want to do a third season. In the ad-
vance trailer, it is clear that Arkin’s 
character, Norman, a (Jewish) talent 
agent, has died and his best friend, 
(Jewish) acting coach Sandy Komin-
sky (MICHAEL DOUGLAS, 76), 
has to find a way to function without 
his “wingman.” Other trailer reveals: 
Kathleen Turner, who plays Sandy’s 
ex-wife, returns to help with their 
daughter’s wedding to a much older 
man (PAUL REISER, 65), and Sandy 
is offered a life-changing acting part 
by big-time director BARRY LEVIN-
SON, 79 (playing himself).

Housebroken is an animated series 
about a very varied group of neighbor-
hood pets who meet to discuss their 
problems. LISA KUDROW, 57, voic-
es Honey, a star character. Honey is a 
standard poodle who was forced into 
a “marriage,” by humans, to Chief, a 
sloppy St. Bernard, voiced by NAT 
FAXON, 45. (His mother is Jewish.) 
Fun note: There’s an animal character 
named Tchotchke. (Began May 31 on 
Fox; new episodes on Mondays at 9:00 
p.m.)

The original HBO film Oslo pre-
miered on May 29. It’s based on the 
play Oslo, which won the Tony for best 
drama in 2017. It depicts the backstory 
of the secret negotiations in Norway’s 
capital which led to the Oslo Peace 
(1993) accords. The play, by J.T. Rog-
ers, was praised by Israelis and Pal-
estinians, alike, for depicting them in 
realistic terms without taking sides. 
(Rogers is a self-described “WASP 
from California.”) The film has Israeli 
actors playing Israelis, and Arab actors 
playing Arabs. By the way, there actu-
ally is some humor in the script. 

Lisey’s Story is an eight-episode 
Apple TV+ thriller series that is based 
on a novel by Stephen King. Two years 
after the death of her husband, Lisey 
(Julianne Moore) is forced to face 
memories of her marriage that she had 
blocked out. The main cast includes 
JENNIFER JASON LEIGH, 59. 
(Begins Friday, June 4) 

On Tuesday, June 15, HBO will 
begin streaming Revolution Rent. It’s 
about the recent production, in Cuba, 
of the mega-hit musical Rent. It has 
been 25 years since Rent premiered on 
Broadway (April 1996). Writer/com-
poser JONATHAN LARSON, age 
35, died suddenly on January 25, 1996. 
He posthumously won just about every 
theater award, including the Pulitzer 
Prize.

to Jerusalem” by Dr. Michelle Green 
Willner. 

The piece took two years to pro-
duce and debuted in a live performance 
on November 5, 2017, at the Stephen 
Wise Temple in Los Angeles.

The group has now written over 
40 pieces and is currently developing a 
major new work in partnership with the 
recently endowed UCLA Mickey Katz 
Chair in Jewish Music. More informa-
tion about the group can be found on 
YouTube under “David’s Quilt.”
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of 
all kinds has led to this series of ar-
ticles on Jewish Folk Music in the  
Diaspora.
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War of the Century: Operation Barbarossa
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

Eighty years ago this month, on 
June 22, 1941, the largest mil-
itary invasion in history took 

place when Nazi Germany and its allies 
invaded the Soviet Union. Codenamed 
Operation Barbarossa, the assault took 
place along a 2,900-kilometre front 
from the Baltic to the Black Sea. Ger-
man forces alone numbered 3,200,000 
men in 151 divisions, with 3,350 tanks, 
7,184 guns and 1,945 aircraft. Accom-

panying them were 
40,000 Italian troops 
(ultimately to grow 
to 235,000) together 
with 18 Finnish, 14 
Romanian and two 
Hungarian divisions. 
It began, as histo-
rian Laurence Rees 

has termed it, the War of the Century. 
Others have labeled it the War for the 
World.

Immediately before the start of 
World War II, on August 23, 1939, Ger-
many and the Soviet Union had signed 
the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact 
(also called the Ribbentrop-Molotov 
Pact) in Moscow, according to which 
both dictatorships defined their future 
spheres of influence in Eastern Europe 
and pledged to a period of peace be-
tween the two countries. In June 1941, 
however, Hitler dramatically over-
turned the Pact which he and Stalin had 
initiated a year and 10 months before.

After several weeks of Operation 
Barbarossa, most of its major military 
objectives had been achieved. Where 
they had not, new campaigns had to 
be devised, whilst simultaneously con-
fronting Soviet counteroffensives. The 
lengthened war between Germany and 
the Soviet Union would only end with 
the capitulation and destruction of the 
city of Berlin in April-May 1945.

Hitler’s invasion of the Soviet 
Union was accompanied by a procla-
mation in which he reinforced his of-
ten-stated role as the Savior of Europe 

against Bolshevism. Earlier, on June 6, 
1941, he issued his Kommissarbefehl 
(“Commissar Order”). The order’s for-
mal name was Guidelines for the Treat-
ment of Political Commissars.

The Kommissarbefehl was a clear 
manifestation of the deeply ideological 
nature of how the forthcoming strugg-
le with the Soviet Union was to be 
fought. Its core demand was that Ger-
man soldiers shoot any Soviet political 
commissars taken prisoner in the forth-
coming conflict during and after Bar-
barossa, as they carried “Judeo-Bol-
shevik” ideas that were antithetical to 
everything for which Nazism stood. 
By extension, those targeted included 
all Jews.

Accordingly, special mobile kill-
ing squads, known as Einsatzgruppen, 
were established to accompany the 
combat troops of the German Army 
close behind in the weeks following 
the invasion of June 22, 1941. The Or-
der was signed by General Walter War-
limont and approved by Field Marshal 
Wilhelm Keitel, Chief of the Oberkom-
mando der Wehrmacht, the military 
High Command – a clear indication 
that this was approved at the highest 
levels.

As an order that called for the mass 
murder of non-combatants by German 
combat troops, it was clear to the Ger-
man commanders that the order con-
travened international law. But having 
been underwritten by Hitler, whose 
word in the Nazi state was above writ-
ten law and overrode existing foreign 
obligations, the Commissar Order was 
accepted without question.

For Hitler, the war against the So-
viet Union was not to be a convention-
al conflict following the usual customs 
and laws of warfare. Instead, it was 
to be a “War of Annihilation,” a clash 
between the German and Slavic rac-
es and between Nazi and Communist 
ideology from which there would be 
only one victor. The nature of the war 

Dr. Paul Bartrop

in the East was to reflect the Nazi pol-
icy of Lebensraum (“Living Space”), 
in which the region would become an 
area colonized by so-called “superior” 
Aryan Germans and where members of 
the local population were expendable, 
Jews especially so.

The Commissar Order was one 
of two Führer commands at this time. 
The other was entitled “Guidelines 
for the Behavior of the Troops.” This 
mandated that all legal protections for 
local civilian populations were to be 
rescinded, and soldiers were informed 
that actions which would have been 
considered crimes in the rest of Europe 
were to be pursued in the Soviet Union 
without punishment. Such guidance, 
issued directly to the troops, both con-
doned and led to the abuse of civilian 
populations.

Together, the two orders informed 
soldiers of the racial component of the 
war, and that Bolshevism and its “carri-
ers” (that is, Jews) were the “mortal en-
emy of the German people.” The orders 
authorized reprisal killings of civilians 
and further encouraged soldiers to treat 
all civilian populations with ruthless 
brutality. Criminality and excess were 
accepted, indeed, encouraged. 

Enforcement of the Commissar 
Order led immediately to tens of thou-
sands of executions, not only of polit-
ical commissars, but also of Jews and 

of huge numbers of Soviet prisoners 
of war. This would grow to hundreds 
of thousands over succeeding months. 
Jews were seen as racial enemies just 
as much as bearers of Bolshevik ide-
ology. Moreover, every German gen-
eral involved in Operation Barbarossa 
throughout the summer and autumn of 
1941 enforced the Order.

Accordingly, special mobile killing 
squads, the Einsatzgruppen, were estab-
lished to accompany the combat troops 
of the German Army close behind in 
the weeks following the invasion.

On May 6, 1942, however, less 
than a year after the start of Operation 
Barbarossa, the Kommissarbefehl was 
finally overturned after continued ap-
peals to Hitler from German field com-
manders. This did not stop the killing, 
of course. The most intensive murder 
phase of the Holocaust was already un-
derway, now as a designated SS oper-
ation. What began with the invasion of 
the Soviet Union in June 1941, devel-
oped an irrepressible momentum that 
would only see an end with the defeat 
of Nazi Germany and the liberation of 
the camps from the Fall of 1944 on-
wards.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

Dear Readers,
After six months of retirement from Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU),  
I am pleased to report that I have been honored by the university by election to 
the position of Professor Emeritus of History. While I am no longer teaching, 
this means that I am still involved in the life of the university and maintain 
my connection with Southwest Florida. I am grateful for all the messages of 
support I received from readers at the end of last year upon my retirement from 
FGCU. I have now returned permanently to my native Australia, where borders 
are closed in both directions owing to the Covid-19 pandemic. As soon as cir-
cumstances permit, however, I am looking forward to returning to my adopted 
home in Southwest Florida for a visit! 
– Paul Bartrop

The Jewish Federation Seeks  

Volunteers  
with Foreign Language Skills.  

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to Federation Board member Robert Thomas ritritrit@hotmail.com.   
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 
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Since wine is such an ancient 
beverage (and tradition), it’s not 
surprising that over the millen-

nia its enjoyment and appreciation has 
generated vol-
umes of facts 
and fiction. Most 
of us who enjoy 
wine enough to 
delve into it a 
bit more deeply 
have heard all 
kinds of state-
ments, and most 
of us believe 

them. However, it turns out that many 
commonly held “facts” are simply not 
true, as highly regarded food and wine 
writer John Mariani observed in a re-
cent issue of Forbes magazine.

Here’s one. In the sleeper hit mov-
ie Sideways, Paul Giamatti and Virgin-
ia Madsen discuss why they love wine. 
One of them says that wine is a “living 
thing,” and it will be different tomor-
row than it is today. Not exactly. After 
the yeasts have done their fermentation 
job and die off, there’s nothing alive 
in the bottle. If there is, it’s probably 
unwanted bacteria that will ultimately 
spoil the wine.

Many people believe that wines 
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of huge numbers of Soviet prisoners 
of war. This would grow to hundreds 
of thousands over succeeding months. 
Jews were seen as racial enemies just 
as much as bearers of Bolshevik ide-
ology. Moreover, every German gen-
eral involved in Operation Barbarossa 
throughout the summer and autumn of 
1941 enforced the Order.

Accordingly, special mobile killing 
squads, the Einsatzgruppen, were estab-
lished to accompany the combat troops 
of the German Army close behind in 
the weeks following the invasion.

On May 6, 1942, however, less 
than a year after the start of Operation 
Barbarossa, the Kommissarbefehl was 
finally overturned after continued ap-
peals to Hitler from German field com-
manders. This did not stop the killing, 
of course. The most intensive murder 
phase of the Holocaust was already un-
derway, now as a designated SS oper-
ation. What began with the invasion of 
the Soviet Union in June 1941, devel-
oped an irrepressible momentum that 
would only see an end with the defeat 
of Nazi Germany and the liberation of 
the camps from the Fall of 1944 on-
wards.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.
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Wine myths, legends and truths 
By The Wine Whisperer

 Jerry  
    Greenfield

Since wine is such an ancient 
beverage (and tradition), it’s not 
surprising that over the millen-

nia its enjoyment and appreciation has 
generated vol-
umes of facts 
and fiction. Most 
of us who enjoy 
wine enough to 
delve into it a 
bit more deeply 
have heard all 
kinds of state-
ments, and most 
of us believe 

them. However, it turns out that many 
commonly held “facts” are simply not 
true, as highly regarded food and wine 
writer John Mariani observed in a re-
cent issue of Forbes magazine.

Here’s one. In the sleeper hit mov-
ie Sideways, Paul Giamatti and Virgin-
ia Madsen discuss why they love wine. 
One of them says that wine is a “living 
thing,” and it will be different tomor-
row than it is today. Not exactly. After 
the yeasts have done their fermentation 
job and die off, there’s nothing alive 
in the bottle. If there is, it’s probably 
unwanted bacteria that will ultimately 
spoil the wine.

Many people believe that wines 

get better with age – reds more than 
whites. That’s only partly true. Wines 
like big Bordeaux and Burgundies, 
made with high levels of tannins, do 
need time for the flavor and structural 
components to level off and integrate, 
sometimes many years. However, most 
moderately priced wines are made to 
be enjoyed within a year or two. Wine 
marketers know that we want to buy it 
today and enjoy it tonight. So if you’re 
keeping bottles in the bottom of your 
closet, take them out and savor them 
soon.

Then there’s the question of de-
canting. This is usually done to help the 
wine open up, and to remove sediment, 
which consists of fruit solids that settle 
out of the wine over time. But if there’s 
no sediment, there’s usually no reason 
to decant. Older red wines will actual-
ly lose their flavor completely after a 
few minutes’ exposure to air. Example: 
A winemaker friend in Napa dredged a 
bottle of 1951 Louis Martini Cabernet 
out of his cellar for us to sample. The 
first few sips were terrific, and then the 
flavor completely disappeared.

One of the things that drives me 
personally crazy is the idea that one 
needs to sniff the cork to determine 
the condition of the wine. Okay, go 

ahead. It’ll smell like cork. This ac-
tion tells you nothing about the wine. 
What you should do when presented 
with the cork in a restaurant is feel it to 
make sure it’s firm and not spongy, and 
that there are no signs the bottle has 
leaked. Also check its imprint to make 
sure that you’re getting the real wine 
you ordered, and not a mislabeled one. 
Wine scams do happen.

Dedicated as I am, I’ve carefully 
tasted and rated this month’s selec-
tions. I hope they belong in the “wines 
you like” category.

District 7 Chardonnay Monterey 
2017 ($18) – Mostly aged in stainless 
steel with a small percentage (25%) of 
French oak, this Chardonnay keeps its 
varietal character with expressive fla-
vors of apple, pear and some snappy 
citrus notes. The bit of oak aging adds 
some expressive caramel and vanilla. 
WW 89

Lions Head Chardonnay Pan-
thera Russian River 2017 ($45) – If 
you like a more oaky Chardonnay, try 
this. Aged for 18 months in 35% new 
French oak, the flavor profile is opu-
lent, creamy, and rich – a very distinc-
tive style. Densely textured on the pal-
ate with the expected flavors of lemon 
curd, crème brulee and buttered toast. 

And, of course, that bit of smoky aro-
ma. WW 90

Badia a Coltibuono Montebel-
lo Toscana 2015 ($61) – A gorgeous 
winery on a Tuscan hilltop next to an 
ancient monastery, this is a premium 
label for the region, blending nine 
traditional Tuscan varietals including 
Sangiovese, Canaiolo, Colorino and 
others. A real treat with flavors of va-
nilla, chocolate, blueberries and mixed 
black fruit. WW 96
Ask the Wine Whisperer
Can red grapes make white wine? 
– Michael B., Naples

Almost all grape juice is white, 
no matter the color of the grape itself. 
Red wines are produced by crushing 
red grapes and letting the juice soak on 
the skins so that color infuses the liq-
uid. The longer the juice stays on the 
skins, the darker and more full-bodied 
the wine will be.
Jerry Greenfield is the Wine Whisper-
er, a wine author, educator and con-
sultant. He is Creative Director of 
Greenfield Media & Marketing, and 
an adjunct professor in the wine pro-
gram at Florida Gulf Coast University. 
His book, Ask the Wine Whisperer, is 
available on his website. Read his blog 
at www.winewhisperer.com.

 
Sharsheret, Hebrew for chain, is the only national organization supporting Jewish   

women and families, of all backgrounds, facing breast and ovarian cancer—those who are diagnosed and those 
at high risk. To date, they have served close to 70,000 women, families, health care professionals, community 

leaders, and students from all 50 states.  

A Zoom link will be provided for this virtual program in your confirmation email. 

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers,  
committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.
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The pita has a new following  
– recipe by Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Nothing says “home” to me 
more than pita bread. I recall 
the aroma that oozes from the 

oven and pervades the whole neighbor-
hood. Then the smell quickly takes sec-
ond place to the taste of freshly baked 
pita bread. One bite of a naked pita is 
ecstasy, but smother it with hummus 
and you are transported to heaven. 

If you have ever been to Israel, 
you’d know that the pita bread there 
is nothing like the dried discs of pita 
we get here. In Israel, the pita is small-
er, fluffier, chewy, an airy dream and 
so delicious it’s hard to stop eating it. 
And it’s usually filled with four or five 
sauces and salads, falafel of course, 
and possibly shawarma. My favorite, 
however, is fresh pita (baked that day) 
to mop up freshly made hummus and 
tahini. There’s just nothing like it. In 
fact, when you buy a bag of pita from 
the shuk (market), you can literally see 
the steam on the inside of the bag. That 
means the pita was bagged while it was 

still warm from the oven.
Even before bread, the pita was 

there, under the ancient genre of “flat 
bread.” Originally, it was meant to hold 
food, a kind of substitute for plates. 
Things have changed since then. The 
meek Israeli pitas went through a gour-
met makeover.

They have certainly changed from 
an ancient daily bread to the sacred 
holder of our classic street food, to the 
trendy casual stylish dining markers of 
an ever-changing updated Israeli cui-
sine. You won’t believe what Israeli 
chefs put into pita these days.

Quite a few culinary trends pen-
etrated the Israeli market during the 
pandemic in 2020, despite the difficult 
year that has passed for the restaurant 
industry in Israel due to the Corona-
virus. Above them all stands the pita, 
which this year made a comeback in 
all sorts of shapes, flavors and colors. 
Keep an open mind and an increased 
appetite. In 2020, we ate almost any-

thing in pita. This year is expected to be 
much more interesting. Combinations 
that your mind does not even know 
exist, from ossobuco and spicy lamb 
arayes, toppings, eggplant and spicy 
chutney beets, to pita stuffed with meat 
or fish ceviche, pita with burika (deep-
fried dough filled with egg or potato) 
and even spaghetti Bolognese.

Being honest for a moment, with 
all the pita bread loaded with culinary 
magic, these days I mostly see pitas 
when I’m cutting them in half by hand 
to spoon in some chocolate spread for 
an evening dessert. Chocolate sand-
wiches, after all, are to Israeli chil-
dren what peanut butter and jelly is to 
American kids. If you haven’t yet tried 
it, now is the time.

It’s easy and simple to make. Make 
them from white dough balls of risen 
dough, rolled out into thin circles, and 
then bake at the highest temperature 
possible, so they get a sudden blast of 
heat necessary for them to puff 
them up, leaving a hollow cen-
ter.

The difference between the 
other pitas in the market and 
the thicker fluffier Israeli ones 
is as simple as additional rising 
time, high-quality white flour 
mix with whole wheat flour and 
more water in the dough that 
adds more flavors.

My hope for all of you is 
that you can make it to Israel one 
day to experience the incredible 
food scene. In the meantime, 
instead of store-bought pita, 
make a batch of your own fluffy 
homemade pita bread to get a 
taste of the real deal. 
Ingredients:
Makes 16 pitas

• 3 teaspoons active dry yeast
• 4 tablespoons sugar 
• 2½ cups water 
• ½ cup whole-wheat flour
• 6½ cups bread flour
• 1 tablespoon salt
• 5 tablespoons olive oil
 X Put water, yeast and sugar in a 

mixer bowl and let stand for 15 
minutes.

 X Add flour, oil and salt, and with 
a kneading hook, put on medium 
speed for 8 minutes. If after 4 min-
utes you see that the dough is dry, 
you can add another ¼ cup of wa-
ter and continue to knead until the 
water takes in the dough.

 X Cover and let rise for about an hour 
until the dough doubles in volume 
(and please be patient so that the 
dough rests and becomes soft).

 X Preheat oven to its maximum tem-
perature (usually 500 degrees). Be 
careful not to put the pitas in until 
the oven reaches this temperature.

 X Divide the dough into 16-18 piec-
es (depending on the size of the 

pitas you like) and form a beauti-
ful round ball from each piece of 
dough. Let the balls rest on the 
counter, covered, for 10 minutes.

 X Flatten each ball of dough into a 
thin, uniform pita, using a rolling 
pin to about a ¼ inch thick (if you 
like thicker pita, roll a ½ inch).

 X Place baking paper on an oven pan 
and flour it slightly. This is import-
ant so that the dough does not stick 
to the pan making it difficult for it 
to puff up in the oven.

 X Place 4 pitas on the pan with bak-
ing paper and cover with a towel 
for 10 minutes.

 X Bake in the preheated oven at 500 
degrees for 3 minutes on each side 
or until the pitas are golden and 
puffy. Important: The oven must 
be really, really hot before the pitas 
go into the oven otherwise you will 
not create a pocket.

 X Repeat the operation with the rest 
of the dough. 

 X When the pitas come out of the 
oven, put them in a towel or bag 
so that they are moisturized and 
flexible.

Stay connected all month long 
at JewishFederationLCC.org

   

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS 
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent  

Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us. 

Karin Fine 
Sherri & Ira Zucker 
Jackie & Alan Cadkin 
Shalom Dancers 
Mellow Mah Jongg 

Anonymous 
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help 
Naomi Bloom & Ron Wallace  
Barbara & Earl Magdovitz 
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein 

    INDIGENT FUND / MARCIA CAN HELP 
 Marty Freling 

Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Natalie Fulton 
Temple Beth Shalom  
Stephanie Levine               
Susan Nightingale             
Robin Razowsky             
Rheta Kanen                      
Linda Sweet & the "Mahj girls"  

Larry & Tobi Morgan       
Ronald & Lynn Talone       
Gene & Andrea Sipe            
David Balsiger                     
Cynthia Davis                     
Bruce & Laurie Kestelman    
Jacob & Brenda Buck          
Henry & Debbie Feinberg    
Edward & Beverly Drucker 

    FOOD PANTRY 

Temple Beth El 
Temple Judea 
Shalom Dancers 
Karen Liberles 
Temple Bat Yam 
Ruth Lefberg 
Suzanne Orkin 
James & Betty Rubenstein 

Barb Henry 
The Lanes 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Shalom Life Center 
Linda Silver 
Victor Gold 
The Gutermans 

TOGETHER  
We can make a 
Difference  
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continued on next pagePersonal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

pitas you like) and form a beauti-
ful round ball from each piece of 
dough. Let the balls rest on the 
counter, covered, for 10 minutes.

 X Flatten each ball of dough into a 
thin, uniform pita, using a rolling 
pin to about a ¼ inch thick (if you 
like thicker pita, roll a ½ inch).

 X Place baking paper on an oven pan 
and flour it slightly. This is import-
ant so that the dough does not stick 
to the pan making it difficult for it 
to puff up in the oven.

 X Place 4 pitas on the pan with bak-
ing paper and cover with a towel 
for 10 minutes.

 X Bake in the preheated oven at 500 
degrees for 3 minutes on each side 
or until the pitas are golden and 
puffy. Important: The oven must 
be really, really hot before the pitas 
go into the oven otherwise you will 
not create a pocket.

 X Repeat the operation with the rest 
of the dough. 

 X When the pitas come out of the 
oven, put them in a towel or bag 
so that they are moisturized and 
flexible.

73 fun facts about Israel
To celebrate Israel’s 73rd birthday, ISRAEL21c brought together a list of 73 weird, wacky  
and remarkable things about this tiny country in the Middle East that you most likely don’t know.
By Nicky Blackburn, ISRAEL21c.org, April 8, 2021
1. Israel has the highest number of al-

truistic kidney donations per capita 
in the world: 1,005 in the past 11 
years and counting.

2. The oldest tree in Israel is a jujube 
tree in Ein Hatzeva on the road to 
Eilat, which is thought to be be-
tween 1,500 to 2,000 years old.

3. Scientists in Israel managed to grow 
fresh dates from sixth century seeds 
found at Masada and Qumran.

4. The Israel postal service has a spe-
cial Letters to God department, for 
all the letters arriving in Jerusalem 
from around the world addressed to 
God. They are opened and placed 
into the cracks of the Western Wall.

5. About one million notes are left in 
the Western Wall every year.

6. Israel is the only country to have 
revived a dead language and made 
it the national language.

7. The hottest temperature ever re-
corded in Israel was 54 degrees 
Celsius (129.2 Fahrenheit) in 1942 
at Kibbutz Tirat Zvi in the northern 
Jordan Valley. (The highest tem-
perature ever recorded worldwide 
is 56.7°C in Death Valley in 1913.)

8. While Jerusalem has snowstorms 

every few years, and even the Ne-
gev desert gets occasional snow, Tel 
Aviv has only had one snowstorm in 
its history. In 1950 it snowed 12-18 
cm., thrilling locals, many of whom 
had never seen snow before.

9. At the Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre, an old wooden ladder has been 

propped up against a window since 
the 18th century. No one can move 
it because the building is managed 

by six different churches and none 
can agree on who owns the ladder.

10. More than half the landmass of 
Israel is desert, but it still has an 
Olympic bobsled and skeleton team.

11. Israel dramatically leads the world 
in the share of the total population 
that received at least one dose of 
the Covid-19 vaccine and in the 
number of vaccination doses ad-
ministered per 100 people in the 
total population.

12. Israel is a global leader in medical 
clowning, and was the first country 
in the world to send medical clowns 
into Covid-19 wards.

13. In 2007, Israeli businesswoman 
Shari Arison initiated Good Deeds 
Day to encourage people to help 
each other. That year, 7,000 people 
took part in Israel. In 2019, 3.9 
million people took part in 108 
countries around the world.

14. Israel is bordered by snowy peaks 
at one end and a desert beach on 
the other.

15. Israel has 137 beaches – all of them 
beautiful.

16. Israel is piloting a new locally 
developed AI system to help life-
guards protect swimmers on the 

The immovable ladder at the  
Church of the Holy Sepulchre  

(photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons)

We’re Open! 
Temple Judea is re-opening 

Re-opening Weekend JUNE 4-5, 7 
Friday, June 4, 6:30pm—Erev Shabbat Service 

Saturday, June 5, 9:30am—Shabbat Morning Service 

Monday, June 7, 9:00am—Morning Minyan 
 

Masks Required 

Social Distancing observed outside of family units 
 

Questions? Call 239-433-0201 
www.tjswfl.org 

 

Ronny S Taschner  DDS 
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology 

 
Jennifer Taschner  DDS  MMSc 

Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology 
 

 
1645 Medical Lane,  Fort Myers, FL 

 
Phone 239-936-0635 

Visit Our Website  www.taschnerperio.com 
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For daily news stories related to 
Israel & the Jewish world, visit 

the Federation’s website at  
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

73 fun facts about Israel...continued from previous page
beaches and give real-time data 
on wind, waves and other possible 
hazards.

17. Israel recycles 90% of the wastewa-
ter it creates, making it the leading 
nation in the world for water recy-
cling. In the United States, only 1% 
of wastewater is recycled.

18. In July 2012, a group of artists in 
Netanya created the world’s larg-
est mosaic made of socks, using 
12,000 in total. (All of them clean, 
thankfully.)

19. Cows in Israel produce more milk 
on average than do dairy cows in 
other countries.

20. An Israeli company has developed 
a revolutionary spray-on skin made 
of nanofiber to help heal wounds.

21. Israelis love kids. With an average 
of three children per woman, Israel 
has the highest fertility rate among 
the 37 countries in the OECD, 
where the average is 1.7.

22. Israel performs more in-vitro fer-
tilization per capita than any other 
country, and it’s free for the first 
two babies.

23. Babies in Israel are 10 times less 
likely to be allergic to peanuts than 
in other countries. Studies suggest 
it’s because they eat Bamba peanut 
snacks from an early age.

24. According to Hebrew-language 
Wikipedia, there are seven different 
ways to eat a Krembo, one of Isra-
el’s favorite snacks.

25. Members of a voluntary organiza-
tion called Trail Angels open their 
homes to hikers on the 1,025-km 
(637-mile) Israel Trail, offering free 
beds, showers and other amenities.

26. Israel is roughly half the size of 
Lake Michigan.

27. The glue on Israel’s postage stamps 
is kosher.

28. Israel has over 50 alternative meat 
startups – a disproportionately high 
number compared to elsewhere 
around the world – making it a fake 
meat powerhouse. Perhaps it’s no 
surprise, given that the country has 
more vegans per capita than any 
other country.

29. Researchers in Israel have grown 
mouse embryos in bottles in a rev-
olutionary way to observe the first 
stages of mammalian embryonic 
development.

30. In 2020, Israel was the eighth most 
expensive country in the world 
to live in. Switzerland came in at 
number one.

31. Israelis eat some 24 million sufgani-
yot (donuts) during the eight-day 
holiday of Hanukkah.

32. In 2020, Tel Aviv was named the 
fifth most expensive city in the 
world to live in, according to the 
Economist Intelligence Unit. Zu-
rich, Paris, Hong Kong and Singa-
pore came in before it.

33. An Israeli company has developed 
a paint that uses sunlight to acti-
vate a cooling mechanism on cars, 
buildings, planes and even clothing, 
providing air conditioning without 
electricity. The hotter it is, the more 
the coating cools.

34. Israel takes in more immigrants 
than any other country in the world 
per capita. Since it was founded 
in 1948, 3.3 million people have 
immigrated to Israel.

35. In 2020, the most popular baby 
names in Israel were Mohammad 
for boys and Miriam for girls.

36. Syrian hamsters were first domes-
ticated as pets by a zoologist at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
in 1930.

37. Israel has more museums (230 and 
counting) per capita than any other 
country in the world. A new muse-
um dedicated to women is opening 
soon.

38. Israel has its very own Stonehenge, 
an ancient stone circle called Gal-
gal Refa’im with massive rock 
walls that jut eight feet into the 
sky. The stone structure is around 
5,000 years old and is made up 
of some 42,000 tons of basalt 
stone. It was only discovered in the  
1960s.

39. The Mount of Olives is the oldest 
continuously used cemetery in the 
world. It’s been in use for over 
3,000 years.

40. Israel is home to the largest known 
dog cemetery of the ancient world. 
More than 1,300 dog skeletons, 
most of them puppies, were found 
at the Ashkelon site.

41. Israeli students won an international 
award for producing real honey 
without bees, using a bacterium 
programmed to “learn” how to 
make honey.

42. An Israeli company has developed 
an atmospheric water generator 
that can create clean drinking water 
from the air. It has been deployed 
in disaster situations all over the 
world.

43. Israel has the largest underground 
hospital in the world: the 2,000-bed 
Sammy Ofer Fortified Underground 
Emergency Hospital at Rambam 
Health Care Campus in Haifa.

44. In Israel it is legal to write the 
Jewish calendar date on all offi-
cial documents, including checks, 
instead of (or in addition to) the 
Gregorian date.

45. A Tel Aviv company has invented 
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a folding car that can retract its 
wheels for narrow streets and snug 
spots, but still can reach speeds of 
55 miles an hour.

46. The main compounds of the can-
nabis plant were first isolated, 
analyzed, synthesized and named 
in Israel.

47. An Israeli company provides off-
grid, solar-powered automatic 
handwashing stations to developing 
countries, using water pulled from 
the atmosphere mixed with a precise 
dose of soap, to fight the spread of 
life-threatening infections.

48. A revolutionary “human on a chip” 
developed at Hebrew University 
aims to replace animal testing for 
new pharmaceuticals.

49. When Israel was founded in 1948, 
there were only 806,000 residents. 
The population reached two million 
in 1958, and is expected to reach 10 
million in the next three years.

50. In 2020, 28% of Israel’s population 
was under the age of 14, and only 
12% older than 65.

51. In Israel, people regularly stumble 
on amazing ancient finds while out 
hiking.

52. Archeologists recently discovered 
the world’s oldest woven basket, in 
the Judean Desert.

53. The oldest-ever cave tool, dating 
back 350,000 years, was found in 
Israel.

54. The field of video therapy was 
invented at Jerusalem’s Ma’aleh 
School of Television, Film and the 
Arts.

55. In a tech first, Israeli scientists made 
a robot hear using a dead locust’s 

Prototype of the City Transformer folding electric 
car (photo courtesy of City Transformer)

Imri Elya with an ancient tablet and certificate of 
recognition from the Israel Antiquities Authority 

(photo courtesy of IAA)
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73 fun facts about Israel...continued from previous page
ear.

56. In Israel, people are taught from an 
early age to turn off the tap while 
they brush their teeth to save pre-
cious water.

57. In Israel, a meal without a salad is 
not a meal. Even breakfast.

58. Tel Aviv has over 4,000 Bauhaus 
buildings, the largest concentration 
of Bauhaus buildings of any city in 
the world.

59. An Israeli company has devel-
oped the world’s first autonomous 
beehive. It can house up to 40 bee 
colonies (around two million bees) 
and take care of their health and 
upkeep with a simple app.

60. Israel was the first country to ban 
underweight models from partici-
pating in fashion shows.

61. During Passover in Israel, super-
markets are not allowed to sell 
chametz (forbidden foods like 
bread and cakes), and if you bring 
the products to the checkout, they 
cannot be scanned. Large sections 
of the shops are covered in plastic 
sheets.

62. In Hebrew, Happy Christmas is 
Chag Molad Sameach, which 

means Happy Festival of the Birth.
63. In Israel, the most common way to 

mop the floor is by doing what’s 
called a sponja: flooding the floor 
with copious amounts of water and 
using a long-handled squeegee to 
push the dirty water outside or down 
the nearest drain.

64. Israeli toilets have two handles: a 
smaller one that releases less water 
to flush down #1, and a larger one 
that elicits more water to get rid 
of #2.

65. Israel’s Parliament, the Knesset, 
has 120 seats because it’s mod-
eled after the Second Temple-era 
Knesset HaGedolah (the Great  
Assembly), a leadership body of 
120 sages, prophets and scribes.

66. In Israel, there’s hardly such a thing 
as a gift registry for weddings and 
bar mitzvahs. Instead, people come 
to the parties bearing envelopes full 
of cash.

67. Matzot Aviv in Bnei Brak baked the 
world’s largest matzah this year: 
13.2 pounds (6 kilograms), nearly 
20 feet (six meters) long, 3.5 feet 
(1.06 meters) wide and 0.16 inches 
(4 millimeters) thick.

68. The Israel Start-Up Nation cycling 
team’s roster for the 2021 season 
includes 32 riders from Israel and 
16 other countries, including four-
time Tour de France winner Chris 
Froome from Great Britain.

69. Tel Aviv University recently 
launched the world’s only Center 
for Combating Pandemics, aiming 
to create best practices for infection 
containment, vaccine and treatment 
development, and social and eco-
nomic resilience.

70. Israeli companies raised a re-
cord-breaking $10 billion in in-
vestments during 2020, despite the 
uncertainty and instability caused 
by the worldwide pandemic.

71. 85% of Israeli households get hot 
water from rooftop solar heaters, 
compared to less than 1% in the 
United States.

72. An Israeli scientist’s invention to 

instantly turn dog droppings into 
odorless, sterile fertilizer powder is 
starting to revolutionize how animal 
and human waste is disposed of.

73. Israel has more than 300 wineries, 
70 of which harvest at least 50 tons 
of grapes per year. Approximately 
60,000 tons of wine grapes are har-
vested in Israel annually.
Special thanks to Abigail Klein 

Leichman, Naama Barak, Danya Belkin, 
Tess Levy and Mariano Mann, who all 
contributed their favorite random facts 
about Israel to this article.
Nicky Blackburn, Editor and Isra-
el Director, has worked extensively 
as a journalist and editor both in 
Britain and Israel for a range of na-
tional and international publications 
including The Cambridge Evening 
News, London News, Travel Weekly, 
Israel High Tech Investor and The 
Times of London.

continued on page 22

HOW DOES ISRAEL 
COMPARE WITH OTHER 
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES?
Among Organisation for Econom-
ic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) countries, Israel ranks 4th in 
healthcare.

While the average happiness index 
score among OECD countries is 6.5 
out of 10, Israel’s score is 8.5.

Israel’s Gini index – a measure of 
income inequality – reached a 20-year 
low in 2018.

Israel is ranked fifth in the world in 
intergenerational mobility – meaning 
that an individual’s wellbeing is less 
dependent on the socioeconomic status 
of his or her parents.

Israelis tend to emigrate much less 
than those in other OECD countries and 
emigration has declined. In 1990, the 
rate of those leaving Israel was 5.3 per 
1,000. After about a decade, it dropped 
to 4.2 and by 2017 it had fallen to 1.6. 
(Ben-Dror Yemini, Ynet News)

HOW ISRAEL HELPS 
DEFEND AMERICAN 
INTERESTS IN THE  
MIDDLE EAST 

 ¡ Israel plays an indispensable role 
in helping defend American inter-
ests in the Middle East, serving as 
a stabilizing bulwark in a danger-
ous region that remains vitally im-
portant to the U.S.

 ¡ Israel’s determination to prevent a 
nuclear Iran represents significant 
leverage for American diplomats 
in negotiations with Tehran. If 
wielded skillfully by American ne-
gotiators, this leverage can play an 
essential role in pressuring Iran to 
dramatically curb its nuclear ambi-
tions.

 ¡ Should talks fail and Iran’s march 
toward the bomb continue, Israel’s 

ability to act decisively is a unique 
strategic asset – one that the Biden 
administration should have every 
interest in preserving and ensuring 
is as effective as possible.

 ¡ Israel also has taken the lead 
against Iran on the ground. In 
Iran’s shadow wars across the re-
gion, Israel alone has mastered 
gray-zone combat, conducting 
more than 1,000 strikes against 
Iranian-related targets in Syria, 
Iraq and the surrounding seas, al-
most single-handedly crippling 
Tehran’s master plan to turn Syr-
ia into an Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps fortress and forward 
operating base.

 ¡ For the U.S., it’s hard to put a price 
on the value of having a local part-
ner with the power and skill to op-
erate so effectively. (Michael Ma-
kovsky and John Hannah, National 
Interest)

FOR ARAB ISRAELIS, THE 
NEW PEACE TREATIES 
SPELL OPPORTUNITY
Mas Watad, a Hebrew University-edu-
cated diet guru, is one of Israel’s Arab 
citizens playing to a vast potential 
market in the Arabian Peninsula, after 
commercial ties were initiated last year 
through peace agreements with Isra-
el. Investment from the UAE and its 
neighbors should lead to greater eco-
nomic opportunities and prosperity for 
Israel’s Arab population. Palestinians 
in the West Bank may also benefit.

Israeli Arabs – 21% of the popu-
lation – have an emerging professional 
class concentrated heavily in the med-
ical sector. Arab-owned businesses, 
which figure prominently in Israel’s 
construction and trucking industries, 
are increasingly moving into the realm 
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The remarkable trajectory of Greece-Israel ties
By David Harris, CEO of American Jewish Committee (AJC), April 19, 2021

Recent developments underscore 
the remarkable trajectory of 
ties between Greece and Israel. 

First, there was the quadrilateral 
summit in Paphos, also involving Cy-
prus and United Arab Emirates. His-
toric would not be an overstatement in 
describing this gathering, as it reflects 
the strategic results of last year’s Abra-

ham Accords and connects the Eastern 
Mediterranean with the Arabian Gulf. 
Moreover, it would not be surprising 
to see other regional actors seeking to 
join this group in the future.

Second, the two countries just an-
nounced a large defense deal, indeed 
the biggest ever between Athens and 
Jerusalem. Needless to say, it didn’t 

come out of nowhere, but rather was 
the result of ever growing strategic and 
military cooperation – and the trust it 
bespeaks. 

What may seem obvious today 
about overlapping interests and values 
between Greece and Israel was any-
thing but obvious 40 years ago, when 
I first became interested in the relation-
ship. 

At the time, I was shocked to learn 
that bilateral ties were quite frigid, to 
the point where Greece and Spain were 
the only two West European countries 
that had not established full de jure 
relations with Israel. And when Spain 
finally did so in 1986, Greece became 
the lone holdout. 

It made no sense to me. Sure, I 
heard that Greece was closely tied to 
the Arab world and feared it would lose 
its standing if it also connected with Is-
rael, but the argument didn’t hold wa-
ter. Other West European nations were 
able to successfully juggle their ties 
with both sides of the political equa-
tion. Meanwhile, of course, Egypt and 
Israel had signed a peace deal in 1979. 

Rather, I was a believer in what 
Winston Churchill had seen years ear-
lier. The legendary British leader said, 
“No two cities have counted more with 
mankind than Athens and Jerusalem. 
Their messages in religion, philosophy 
and art have been the main guiding 
lights of modern faith and culture. Cen-
turies of foreign rule and indescribable, 
endless oppression leave them still liv-
ing, active communities and forces in 
the modern world, quarrelling among 
themselves with insatiable vivacity. 
Personally, I have always been on the 
side of both...” 

How could it be that two demo-
cratic countries, sharing the eastern 
end of the Mediterranean Sea and with 
so many overlapping features, were 
estranged from one another, I asked. 
And I wasn’t alone. A number of Hel-
lenic-American leaders, led by the late 
Andrew Athens, and American Jewish 
Committee (AJC) representatives, led 
by the late Maynard Wishner, asked the 
very same question and, joined by sev-
eral Members of Congress, resolved to 
do something about it. But it wouldn’t 
prove to be quick and easy. 

In 1986, I was asked to prepare a 
memo for Greek Prime Minister An-
dreas Papandreou on a Jewish perspec-
tive of Greek foreign policy. I noted 
the absence of full diplomatic ties, the 
close friendship with Syria and the 
PLO, the weakness in dealing with ter-
rorism, a largely hostile voting record 
at the UN, and the fact that no Greek 
foreign minister had ever traveled to 
Israel since 1948. The overall assess-
ment, in other words, was pretty bleak. 

But within five years, things began 
to change dramatically. A new prime 
minister, Konstantinos Mitsotakis, and 
his foreign minister, Antonis Samaras, 
established full links with Israel and 
changed the overall tone.

Encouraging as that was, a ques-
tion lingered: Would the upswing in 
the relationship survive the inevitable 
political pendulum swings in Athens? 

It wouldn’t take long to find out. 
Andreas Papandreou returned to pow-
er in 1993. Given the fall of the Soviet 
Union, the break-up of Yugoslavia, and 
an increasingly assertive Turkey, his 
hard-line views mellowed, as we were 
to discover in our own meetings with 
him. 

And by now, in 2021, after many 
twists and turns in Greece’s govern-
ments, the verdict is in. Leaders of var-
ious, and often disparate, parties have 
come to embrace fully the ties with Is-
rael, recognizing they form a pillar of 
Greek foreign policy and, at the same 
time, do not negatively affect links 
with the Arab world. 

Today, it’s clear that relations be-
tween Athens and Jerusalem are blos-
soming in every sector. Putting the 
pandemic aside, tourism is booming. 
And visitors say they feel very much 
at home in each other’s country. Politi-
cal and strategic dialogues are now the 
norm. High-level summits take place 
regularly. Cooperation in new technol-
ogies and energy are expanding rapidly. 
The devastating legacy of World War 
II continues to impact both nations. 
The Jewish community in Greece and 
the Greek Jews who resettled in Israel 
form a bridge across the sea. The list 
goes on. 

Some say this is really all about 
Turkey. Sure, Turkey looms large in 
the geopolitical thinking of both coun-
tries. But, let’s be clear, the main driver 
is not Turkey. Rather, it is the belated 
recognition that Greece and Israel have 
vast potential, as two neighbors and 
two Western-oriented democracies, to 
develop their links in just about ev-
ery sphere. In doing so, they serve the 
highest interests of both nations.

And, to return to Churchill’s 
theme, I, too, am on the side of both 
and couldn’t be happier with the bur-
geoning ties. This is indeed another 
reminder that history is not static. In 
the span of four decades, this relation-
ship went from detached to full-blown, 
with, no doubt, more to come.
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Connecting the dots
One of the Hebrew names for the 

holiday of Shavuot is “z’man 
matan torahtenu” – the time of 

the giving of our Torah. But the word 
z’man, or time, also means invitation. 
So today, even though the holiday of 

Shavuot has come 
and gone for this 
year, I want to invite 
you to consider what 
Torah means to you.

Does Torah sug-
gest the Ten Com-
mandments, the writ-
ten and/or the oral 
Torah? Does it re-
mind you of the Tal-

mud, Codes and various midrashim? 
Or, from a more modern lens, does it 
also include Buber and Mordecai Ka-
plan, Soloveichik and Heschel, Lord 
Jonathan Sacks and the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe? Any of these choices is fine 
and kosher.

At the Passover Seder, we affirm 
that in every generation, each of us 

 Rabbi 
    Michael J.
    Schorin

should see ourselves as just having 
been released from slavery. So why 
then do we so rarely speak about our 
standing at Sinai for this auspicious 
and amazing event? Do you remember 
being there? Close your eyes and listen. 
Do you hear the sound of Sinai erupt-
ing and the shofar blasting? Can you 
smell the smoke and the lava flowing 
down the mountain? Do you remember 
the terror – what is G-d going to do to 
us? Does the silence of the birds and 
animals astound you? There is a tradi-
tion that the only sound the Israelites 
heard straight from Hashem was the 
“aleph” in the word “anokhi” (meaning 
I and usually referring to Hashem). The 
riddle here is that the aleph is a silent 
letter, much like the ‘h’ in hour.

This may be the only time in his-
tory that an entire people had a spiritu-
al experience together. So, before the 
invitation yellows, or descends to the 
bottom of your to-do list, how will you 
respond? I hope you will respond with 
joy. Today, read the magnificent story 
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The remarkable trajectory of Greece-Israel ties
But within five years, things began 

to change dramatically. A new prime 
minister, Konstantinos Mitsotakis, and 
his foreign minister, Antonis Samaras, 
established full links with Israel and 
changed the overall tone.

Encouraging as that was, a ques-
tion lingered: Would the upswing in 
the relationship survive the inevitable 
political pendulum swings in Athens? 

It wouldn’t take long to find out. 
Andreas Papandreou returned to pow-
er in 1993. Given the fall of the Soviet 
Union, the break-up of Yugoslavia, and 
an increasingly assertive Turkey, his 
hard-line views mellowed, as we were 
to discover in our own meetings with 
him. 

And by now, in 2021, after many 
twists and turns in Greece’s govern-
ments, the verdict is in. Leaders of var-
ious, and often disparate, parties have 
come to embrace fully the ties with Is-
rael, recognizing they form a pillar of 
Greek foreign policy and, at the same 
time, do not negatively affect links 
with the Arab world. 

Today, it’s clear that relations be-
tween Athens and Jerusalem are blos-
soming in every sector. Putting the 
pandemic aside, tourism is booming. 
And visitors say they feel very much 
at home in each other’s country. Politi-
cal and strategic dialogues are now the 
norm. High-level summits take place 
regularly. Cooperation in new technol-
ogies and energy are expanding rapidly. 
The devastating legacy of World War 
II continues to impact both nations. 
The Jewish community in Greece and 
the Greek Jews who resettled in Israel 
form a bridge across the sea. The list 
goes on. 

Some say this is really all about 
Turkey. Sure, Turkey looms large in 
the geopolitical thinking of both coun-
tries. But, let’s be clear, the main driver 
is not Turkey. Rather, it is the belated 
recognition that Greece and Israel have 
vast potential, as two neighbors and 
two Western-oriented democracies, to 
develop their links in just about ev-
ery sphere. In doing so, they serve the 
highest interests of both nations.

And, to return to Churchill’s 
theme, I, too, am on the side of both 
and couldn’t be happier with the bur-
geoning ties. This is indeed another 
reminder that history is not static. In 
the span of four decades, this relation-
ship went from detached to full-blown, 
with, no doubt, more to come.

of our standing at Sinai (Exodus 19 and 
20); or read one of the Psalms; or recite 
the Shema; or pick up a story by Rebbe 
Machman of Bratzlav; or an essay by 
Reb Zalman Schachter-Shalomi.

Torah, we often say, is an “aitz 
chayim hee” – it is a tree of life. But the 
truth has to be seen in the full context 
of the verse. Torah is a tree of life for 

those who grasp onto it. So, in what-
ever way you choose, grab hold. Until 
then, I will look forward to seeing you 
at Sinai.
Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC, 
BCC is a Chaplain in Lee Health’s 
Department of Spiritual Services, and 
ministers at the Gulf Coast Medical 
Center.
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The exclusive way to reach the Jewish 
Community in Lee and Charlotte counties.

For more information  
or to place an ad in L’CHAYIM:

Call:   Lori Ramos at 239.481.4449 x5
Email:  LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org
Website:  Visit the L’CHAYIM page at  
  www.JewishFederationLCC.org

Grow your business with L’CHAYIM!
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What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Ted Epstein, 

L’CHAYIM Editor, at LChayim36@gmail.com.
Letters Policy

Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. 
Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length 
and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM 
nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received. 

Bitachon, trust in G-d
Just a few weeks ago, on May 7, 

we gathered for a Shabbat Under 
the Stars, our first in-person wor-

ship experience in 60 weeks! It’s no 
accident that the Torah portion for that 
week was B’har-Bechukotai, which 
teaches us:

Six years may 
you sow your field, 
but in the seventh 
year the land shall 
have a Shabbat of 
complete rest. The 
land is to lie fal-
low. Nothing is to 
be planted, and G-d 
promises the Israel-
ites that enough food 

will grow for them to survive until the 
harvest returns. 

Here’s the message: We need to 
live for the moment, and sometimes, 
by taking a small step back, we’ll be 
rewarded with a big leap forward. It 
will take time and patience, but the 

land will once again be bountiful.
To put it simply, it’s all about faith, 

or emunah, which is the antidote to 
anxiety. With faith we know that at the 
end of the shemittah the land will blos-
som. That when our quarantine comes 
to an end there will be a return to good 
health and a world that is somewhat 
normal once again.

Bechukotai also taught us about 
Blessings and curses. Reward and pun-
ishment. Blessings when we follow the 
word of G-d and curses when we stray. 
When looking deeper, we discovered 
The Divine wisdom inspiring us to find 
the blessing within the curse. 

It’s been a hard year, but hid-
den within the darkness has been tiny 
sparks of light. How many parents 
have enjoyed spending more time with 
their children? How many of us have 
rediscovered how much we really love 
our spouses? How many of us have 
appreciated having the time to learn 
new skills? How many have found that 
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in your physical separation, in many 
ways you feel more connected than 
ever to your friends, your family and 
your community? These are all bless-
ings.

This doesn’t mean that it hasn’t 
been difficult and we haven’t been 
lonely, isolated and worried. But may-
be the biggest blessing to come out of 
this quarantine curse has been a re-
minder of our resiliency.

Jews have always adapted through-
out our history and it’s no different in 
2021. It hasn’t been easy, but we’re 
still standing. G-d promises us if we 
allow ourselves to occasionally lie fal-
low, we’ll be rewarded as long as we 
bitachon, trust in G-d, that everything 
will be OK. It always has and always 
will.

We can’t ignore the impact of liv-
ing through a pandemic, but could the 
hidden Blessing be that this is sort of 

a global shemittah? A chance for the 
whole world to rest, to renew our bi-
tachon, trust in G-d, to choose the 
blessing of faith over the curse of fear? 
At the end of this shemittah, might 
our world enter a time when we are 
all healthier in mind, body and spirit, 
more appreciative, happier and more 
successful than ever before? 

In the words of our sacred Torah: 
May G-d give us peace. May we live 
our lives and lie down at night so that 
none will make us afraid. May not a 
sword (and not even a virus) fall upon 
us. May G-d turn his attention to us 
and grant us prosperity. May G-d walk 
among us – close to us, enlightening 
us – keeping away any curses, and may 
we be a holy people to Him, always 
feeling connected to His Divine light, 
love, guidance and protection.
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.
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Judaism is full  
of reminders
I was recently amazed by a feature 

on the Apple Watch. When you 
come home after being out, a no-

tification will pop up, telling you to 
wash your hands. When you go to the 
sink and turn on the water, it will use 
the audio and motion sensors to detect 

when you start wash-
ing, and will auto-
matically set a timer 
for 20 seconds. 

Now, I am all for 
reminders to wash 
your hands. But this 
raises the question 
of how in-your-face 
should reminders be? 
How loud, how elab-

orate, how forceful? Judaism is full of 
reminders. Think about the mezuzah 
on your door. The prayer, the V’ahav-
ta is taken from the Torah and tells us, 
“Inscribe them on the doorposts on 
your house and on your gates. Thus 
you shall remember to observe all My 
commandments.” A mezuzah is a stat-
ic reminder. It doesn’t beep, it doesn’t 
move. It doesn’t give you a flashing 
warning if you forgot a command-
ment. Some have a practice of touch-
ing the mezuzah and kissing the fin-
gers that touched it, which, while not 
a Covid-friendly practice, does bring it 
more to our attention. 

Other Jewish reminders are more 
extreme, like the sabbatical and jubilee 
year. The sabbatical year takes place 
every seven years, and the soil of the 
land of Israel is to be left untilled. The 
jubilee year takes place every 50 years, 
announced by the sound of the sho-
far on Yom Kippur. The land must lie 
fallow, all property that has been sold 
is to revert to its original owners, and 
Israelite slaves are released. This is an 
active, dramatic, life-changing remind-
er to trust that God will provide enough 
to eat and that, ultimately, the land and 
its inhabitants belong to God. Passover 
is another example of a demanding 
reminder. In order to remember our  

experience as slaves in Egypt, we 
avoid eating leavened bread and enact 
an elaborate ritual meal. 

We have a continuum in Judaism 
about how active and involved our 
reminders are. We can easily over-
look a mezuzah, but when an Israelite 
couldn’t harvest the crops and instead 
had to rely on God, it impacted their 
life and outlook. Is there something 
in your life that you need a reminder 
about? How active do you want the re-
minder to be? 

No matter how helpful our remind-
ers, we inevitably forget a lot of things. 
So how do we find meaning in our for-
getting? Deuteronomy offers us a clue. 
We have a commandment that says, 
“When you reap the harvest in your 
field, and forget a sheaf in the field, do 
not turn back to get it; it shall go to the 
stranger, the orphan and the widow – in 
order that Eternal your God may bless 
you in all your undertakings.” (Deut. 
24:19)

In other words, turn your forget-
ting into a blessing for someone in the 
future. When we forget something, 
it is natural to be exasperated by the 
fact that we forgot, the inconvenience 
it causes us, and the steps we must 
take to make things right again. But 
the verse from Deuteronomy urges us 
to look toward the future. Will the act 
of forgetting cause us to finally imple-
ment a reminder for next time? Will it 
lead to a meaningful apology that can 
strengthen a relationship? Will we be 
motivated to make a necessary change? 
How can we turn our forgetting into a 
blessing for the future?

Reminders ultimately cause us to 
pay attention to time. Whether they 
focus on the present, draw us back to 
the past, or encourage a better future, 
they insist that our lives are precious, 
and reminders can help us make them 
meaningful.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.

continued from page 19

BRIEFS
of technology start-ups.

A large number of Arab Israelis are 
eager to enjoy the sights and sounds 
of Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Manama. 
Besides sharing language and culture, 
they are able to circulate in these coun-
tries more freely than in, say, Egypt, 
where they are generally subjected to 
scrutiny and sometimes harassment.

The mayor of Kafr Qasim near 
Tel Aviv, Adel Badir, who recently re-
turned from the Cybertech Global con-
ference in the UAE, said, “As Arabs 
in Israel, we’ve always been a bridge 
to encourage peace between Israelis 
and Palestinians. We are happy to play 
that role now with Arab countries that 
have opened to us through the Gulf ac-
cords.” (Marc J. Sievers and Jonathan 
H. Ferziger, Foreign Policy)

NASA NAMES ASTEROIDS 
AFTER ISRAELI STUDENT 
WHO FOUND THEM
An Israeli student recently discovered 
previously unknown asteroids for U.S. 
space agency NASA, which in turn 
honored her by naming them after her.

Aseel Nama, who is studying bio-
medical engineering at the Technion – 
Israel Institute of Technology, partici-
pated in the International Astronomical 

Search Collaboration, a citizen science 
program affiliated with NASA that in-
vites the public to search for asteroids 
using astronomical data that it pro-
vides.

Nama used image segmentation 
techniques that she learned at univer-
sity to pore over the data she received 
and managed to find two new asteroids.

“I received from NASA a set of 
photos and video clips and I had to 
find new asteroids in them. I called my 
‘team’ ANI (Aseel Nama Israel) and 
the asteroids that I discovered will be 
called ANI1801 and ANI2001,” she 
says.

And yet, Nama’s team was in fact a 
one-woman show.

“I really wanted to participate in 
this campaign, which is sort of a com-
petition, but NASA insisted that I have 
to recruit a team of three people,” she 
recounts.

“I explained to them that I didn’t 
manage to recruit anyone but that this 
is my dream, and in the end they be-
came convinced and allowed me to 
participate. So it happened that I was 
the only one-person team and also the 
only Israeli among 116 groups from all 
over the world,” she adds.

The Technion published Nama’s 
success story on its Facebook page, 
where it reached thousands of people and 
garnered hundreds of positive and con-
gratulatory comments. (Naama Barak, 
ISRAEL21c.org)
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Art of Fashion
 and Moore   Syli

sh  
Com

fortable
  Different

The Art of Fashion and Moore
(in the Arcade in historic

downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner (239) 204-9759
2267 1st. St., Suite 12 info@artoffashionandmoore.com
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 www.artoffashionandmoore.com

RICK SNYDERMAN
Licensed Pedorthist

1900 Trailwinds Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Ph: (239) 939-2239
Fax: (239) 939-7792
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1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919
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Eric Higginson 
Certified Public Accountant 

239.935.6950 

www.higginsontax.com 
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YOUR AD COULD BE 
HERE FOR AS LITTLE 
AS $33 PER MONTH!

CALL 239.481.4449 X5

PLEASE SUPPORT THE 
ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT 
OUR FEDERATION AND HELP 
MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE.

MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

PLEASE  
SUPPORT THE 
ADVERTISERS 

WHO SUPPORT 
OUR FEDERATION

The Jewish Federation thanks all our advertisers for 
their continued support! Without them we would 
be unable to provide our readers with L’CHAYIM. We 
invite other businesses in our community to explore 
this valuable advertising opportunity.

For more information, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  
or send an email to LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

HELP WANTED 
1- Assistance needed with scheduling daily activities & 
companionship for a 75 yr. old gentleman with early 
onset Alzheimer’s. Prefer a male between the ages of  

55-65. Monday - Friday, 9-11 A.M.  

2- Looking for a college student, 2-3 hours in the afternoon, 
twice per week. Mac experience required. 

Located on Fort Myers Beach. Please call Harryet for 
more information. 973-727-4971. 
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Marcia Can Help 
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  22001177. 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  AAllaann  IIssaaaaccss  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499    eexxtt..  66  oorr  aallaanniissaaaaccss@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg..  
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Hatred – a kind of insanity
Nobel Prize-nominated father  

of the atom bomb, J. Robert 
Oppenheimer,  once testified 

before a congressional committee on 
nuclear power and 
its dangers. After 
hearing his testimo-
ny, a congressman 
asked how the U.S 
could avoid war. 
“Make peace, sir.”

Sounds so sim-
ple. Why not? There 
are so many ques-
tions.

What makes one human being kill 
another? Is hatred a form of insanity? 
Killing does not have a purpose. It only 
destroys. Are there underlying causes? 
How can a person choose to take a life?

Let’s look back. It begins in the 
Torah. Why did Cain kill Abel? We are 
told, just before there’s a killing, “Cain 
says to Abel.” We are not told what he 
says. Why? Was it not worth hearing 
what he said because communication 
between the two brothers had long 
since ended? We can come up with 
many reasons: Cain was jealous of his 
brother, whose sacrifice was accepted 
by God. They fought over territory, 
they fought over wives, and on and on. 
But in the end there was death.

Today we are experiencing groups 

that oppose outsiders. The groups must 
be triumphant.

In our tradition, holiness and being 
triumphant are not compatible. Broth-
ers and sisters, not masters and victims.

There is a lesson to be learned in 
the discussion of the laws of kosher 
food.

Many birds are not kosher. We are 
not allowed to eat birds of prey. But 
why is the stork not kosher? It is known 
for its kindness. Quite true. However, it 
is only kind to its own species, other-
wise it is cruel.

Compassion and kindness must 
not end with our own people. So where 
do we start? How real are other people 
to you? What is their pain? Do you feel 
their suffering? Start with one person. 
Take the time to speak and listen, ask 
questions, and then more questions, 
and then add. 

Those who will create harm want 
us to be silent! It is often easy to turn 
away from reality, to not see that evil is 
evil. We are afraid of despair.

When two people come together to 
listen and learn from each other, there 
is hope. Humanity begins with respect 
and listening. Hope is a gift we give 
each other. We can, and we must do so 
much more.
Rabbi Devora Buchen serves at Temple 
Beth Shalom in Cape Coral.

“Do not stand idly by…”
My wife Vickie and I do not 

watch a lot of television, but 
we were glued to our set, 

hands tightly intertwined, while wait-
ing for the verdict in the Derek Chau-
vin murder trial.

The trial was unique.
Millions of peo-

ple were eyewitness-
es. There was not a 
sudden burst of ac-
tivity that one could 
either miss or mis-
interpret. The world 
watched in horror 
as Derek Chauvin 
choked the life out 
of George Floyd for 

nine minutes and 29 seconds.
When the judge announced that the 

jury had found Derek Chauvin guilty 
on all three charges, we breathed a sigh 
of relief.

Much credit must go to Darnella 
Frazier, the 17-year-old woman who 
filmed the entire episode for the world 
to see. Her courage enabled us to reach 
a turning point in American history.

I am proud to have been present 
on that historic day in 1987 when the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion honored Rosa Parks. 
The citation for the Roger E. Joseph 
Prize presented to Mrs. Parks reads: 
“who …with total conviction and 
courage, launched a boycott, changed 
a law, and helped reform a nation. 
Her indomitable spirit was the life 
force and catalyst for what has be-

come the civil rights movement of this  
country.”

My hope is that it will not take 
HUC-JIR 32 years to honor Darnella 
Frazier in a similar manner. Her cour-
age has sent a message across the cit-
ies, towns and villages of the United 
States that people of color suspected of 
misdemeanor crimes are not subject to 
summary execution by the police.

Make no mistake! The overwhelm-
ing majority of police officers are dedi-
cated professionals who risk their lives 
daily to truly protect and serve all the 
citizens of our country.

Growing up, I was always proud of 
my cousin, Stanley Ferber, and his dis-
tinguished career as a member of the 
New York City Police Department.

Recently, I read the account of 
LaVonte Dell, a Black man pulled 
over by a White officer, Joshua Scagli-
one. When the officer asked why Mr. 
Dell’s daughter was not in a car seat, 
he replied that it had been a tough 
year, money was tight, and he could 
not afford one. Officer Scaglione took 
Mr. Dell to Walmart, where he pur-
chased a car seat for him with his own  
money.

When asked why, the officer said, 
“I’m just doing my job. What good 
would giving you a ticket do besides 
putting your further in the hole?”

Yes, Officer Scaglione felt he was 
just doing his job. In a similar way, so 
did Darnella Frazier. 

In each of the five years preced-
ing the pandemic, Vickie and I spent 
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between five and 10 weeks each year 
in Germany teaching high school stu-
dents about the Shoah. In our lessons 
we stress that the Holocaust did not 
happen only because of the unspeak-
able evil of Hitler and his lieutenants. It 
happened because too many everyday 
people were willing to look the other 
way.

So, we emphasize, when you see 
evil – let’s say a group of students bul-
lying another – you can do one of three 
things. You can join in and be popular. 
You can pretend it’s not your problem 
and walk away. Or you can have the 

courage of Darnella Frazier and call 
out the evil you are witnessing.

The Holiness Code (Leviticus 
19:16) demands that we “not stand idly 
by the blood of your neighbor.” In oth-
er words, in Jewish thinking there is no 
such thing as an innocent bystander.

Clearly Darnella Frazier under-
stood the importance of this vital prin-
ciple of Torah. The world will be a bet-
ter place if all of us do as well.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on San-
ibel Island.

Lag B’Omer in Israel

 Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

I write from Tel Aviv where I came 
to visit my son and his family. I 
haven’t seen them, including my 

two young grandchildren, since Octo-
ber 2019. When the 
Israeli government 
opened up a crack to 
allow non-Israelis to 
enter the country to 
visit family, I jumped 
through many hoops 
to get here to see 
my family. All the 
hoop-jumping was 
well worth it. 

On Thursday evening, April 29, 
my family and I went to a park for 
a magician show. It was Erev Lag 
B’Omer and Israelis were celebrating 
this very minor holiday. They were 
also celebrating, it seemed to me, their 
success in coming out of the pandemic. 
There was a sense of relief in the air. 
(Israel has an extremely low infection 
rate. People are walking without masks 
on the street, but still wearing masks 
inside or in crowded places like Car-
mel Market in Tel Aviv or Machaneh 
Yehudah in Jerusalem, and on public 
transportation.) The event we attended 
at the park had hundreds of young fam-
ilies with children. It was a great night. 

The next morning, we woke to 
read of the catastrophe at Mount Mer-
on, outside S’fat, where 45 people, 
men and boys, died in a stampede. 

Lag B’Omer is a confusing holi-
day. The Omer, the time of the grain 
harvest between Pesach and Shavuot, 
became associated with peril sometime 
during the rabbinic period. The reasons 
for this peril are unclear. One tradition 
talks about an outbreak of disease, an-
other about a bad harvest, still a third 
connects this as a time of Roman per-
secution. Whatever the origin, some-
thing happened on the 33rd day of the 
Omer, Lag B’Omer, when the danger 
lifted. From this murky origin arose the 
tradition that Lag B’Omer would be a 
time of celebration. 

In the Haredi community, it is a 
major celebration. The Lag B’Omer 
celebration at Mount Meron (the con-
nection of Mount Meron with Lag 
B’Omer is murkier than the holiday 
itself!) has become the largest annual 
gathering in Israel. In past years, es-

timates are that 500,000 people have 
converged on this place to celebrate the 
day. This year, attendance was limited 
to 100,000 because of the pandemic. 
To no avail. 

Explanations about what went 
wrong and the recriminations have 
been coming fast. I write only a few 
days after the catastrophe, but it seems 
like this was a tragedy waiting to hap-
pen. Israeli authorities have known 
for years that the celebration areas at 
Mount Meron were inadequate to the 
crowd that gathered there. Also, the 
Haredi community has told the gov-
ernment that it would run everything 
and has kept the government at arm’s 
length. This year, it seems, efforts to 
increase security were rebuffed. 

There is already a lot of tension be-
tween the Haredi community and the 
rest of Israel. The outbreak of disease 
was strongest in that sector of Israel 
because of resistance to mask-wearing 
and getting vaccinated. But the ten-
sions long predate the pandemic, and 
many are wondering if this tragedy will 
be the event that finally brings about 
changes in the role of the Haredim in 
the government, and the relationship 
between Haredim and the rest of Israeli 
society. The sources that I read, most-
ly from The Times of Israel, certainly 
hope so. 

The English expression “kicking 
the can down the road” refers to de-
laying fixing problems rather than ad-
dressing them in a timely way. Israel, 
like every other government, has done 
this both with the Haredi community 
and with the infrastructure of Mount 
Meron. That can-kicking will now be 
more difficult. Sadly, 45 men and boys 
died before Israel would confront these 
challenges. Again, it is only a few days 
after the event. But I hope this tragedy 
will finally motivate those in the gov-
ernment and in the Haredi community 
to fix some problems. 

I must end on a happy note. This 
country has come back to life. People 
are being cautious, but they are out on 
the street. And Sabba (Grandpa) Marc 
is eating hummus at his favorite joints 
and going to parks with his grandchil-
dren. It is great to be back here.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.
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A 911 call – What would you do?
After talking about police and 

policing with Rebbitzen Me-
linda, she suggested I write 

about it this way. (The woman sure has 
a way of making me get to my point in 

a way that people can 
understand!)

Several weeks 
ago, Melinda, mom 
and I were sitting 
down around 6ish to 
enjoy a Sunday night 
meal when the door-
bell rang. It startled 
us, since we live way 

back in a tucked away part of the For-
est Country Club with very tight secu-
rity, so unexpected persons can never 
just ring our doorbell, and we certainly 
weren’t expecting anyone. Our dogs 
were barking at the door, so I knew it 
couldn’t be a friendly neighbor report-
ing a runaway.

So I walked out of the main house 
through the courtyard and cautiously 
approached the screen door, and with-
out opening it even a crack to see who 
was there, called out to ask who it was. 
A young woman’s voice responded, 
“Sheriff’s department. We received a 
911 call from this number and came to 
check it out. Is everything okay?” the 
deputy asked.

Startled, I replied, “I don’t recall 
making a 911 call, but everything’s just 

fine inside. And thanks for checking it 
out anyway.”

“Okay then,” the woman in the 
green uniform said. “Have a nice eve-
ning,” she added as she headed back to 
her cruiser.

Then I remembered that I had just 
used the house phone to call my middle 
brother Ricky in New York who has a 
914 area code, and these eyes and fin-
gers are not what they used to be. I re-
alized I must have initially misdialed. 
Oh well, no harm done, and our local 
cops are sure on the ball!

Now let’s re-imagine this real-life 
incident in a different setting with dif-
ferent people. Instead of this accidental 
call coming from a ritzy address in a 
“silk stocking” country club, how do 
you think this might have played out in 
a low-income minority neighborhood 
in Dunbar or Harlem Heights? How 
would it have been if a surly 19-year-
old Black kid answered the door in-
stead of a well-spoken 73-year-old 
White dude?

Now if the kid says to the cops, 
“We’re good. Nobody called,” or 
something to that effect, what are the 
chances that the cops would answer, 
“Okay, then, have a nice evening!”?

You don’ t have to write TV screen-
plays to visualize what could happen 
next.

We all make assumptions, some-

times based upon real experience and 
other times on preconceptions and 
prejudices. That deputy at my door ap-
parently assumed that I was harmless, 
telling the truth and that all was well 
inside the house. 

But would she have made the same 
assumptions in that second scenario? 
Would it have been overstepping if she 

insisted on going into the house and 
checking things out for herself even 
over the objections of the person at the 
door? Was she wrong for not insisting 
to look around in my house?

What would you do?
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.

 Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond

Marcia Can Help 
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  22001177. 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  AAllaann  IIssaaaaccss  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499    eexxtt..  66  oorr  aallaanniissaaaaccss@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg..  

Who’s at the controls?
How can we handle the future 

wisely and well? The secret is 
to handle ourselves wisely and 

well. A contemporary Hebrew saying 
expresses it perfectly: lishlot beahtz-

meha, “control your-
self.” We must learn 
to stay in control of 
our emotions and our 
actions. 

Respect your-
self, we are told in 
rabbinic writings, 
but do not become 
arrogant; enjoy the 
good things in life, 

but do not become a slave to your pos-
sessions; strive for achievement, but do 
not get puffed up with your own impor-
tance. There is always a call for mod-
eration, for a balance between emo-
tions on an even keel. We need to be 
thoughtful in every sense of the word. 

The great baseball player, Casey 
Stengel, who had a reputation of se-
mantic extravagance on the baseball 
diamond, was feted on his 80th birthday. 
On that occasion he was asked whether 
he had any regrets as he looked back at 
his long years in baseball. 

Stengel thought for a while and 
then remarked, “If I’d known I was go-
ing to live so long, I’d have taken bet-
ter care of myself.”

Discipline is a not a very popular 
word, but it is an ingredient essential 
to success in life. Discipline means 
control over our emotions and our en-
ergies, rendering them positive and 
productive rather than negative and 
destructive. It involves creating a con-
scious pattern of living, for ultimately, 
self-control can make the difference 
between futility and fulfillment.
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.

 Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

“Do not stand idly by…”



 2626 L' CHAY IM L' CHAY IM JUNE 202 1 JUNE 202 1 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties FOCUS ON YOUTHFOCUS ON YOUTH

Chabad at FGCU concludes another year  
of Jewish programming

Joseph Horowitz 
Israel Travel Grant 

available through the  
Community Foundation 

of the Jewish Federation  
of Lee and Charlotte Counties..    

 

is proud to offer the SStteevvaann  &&  MMaarriillyynn  SSiimmoonn  FFaammiillyy  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp.  

 
 
 

This scholarship is open to those at least high school age who 
demonstrate leadership qualities and will be participating in a      
2-week or longer program in Israel.  

 

A short essay is required.  
 
 
 

For more information, and to access the application, visit the    
TOP Jewish Foundation website at topjewishfoundation.org  

For more information   
visit jewishfederationlcc.org 

 

Results of  
a recent  
national     
survey of 

25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
making a     

difference in the 
lives of families 
raising Jewish 

children.. 

Earn CAS Credits
The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
Another school year has come and 
gone. It was a strange one. We knew at 
the end of last year that things “would 
be different” in the coming year. I sup-
pose that is the one thing that I can say 
again for this coming year. Things will 
be different. 

We have learned about our limits, 
with what we can and can’t do in on-
line instruction, and hybrid instruction. 
We have also learned where our satu-
ration point is, and when we can’t take 
it anymore. With this in mind, I am 
thrilled to share that we will be return-
ing in the fall to completely in-person 
instruction. 

This summer our staff will be fo-
cused on developing student-centered 
learning strategies to make our reli-
gious school experience more engag-
ing and meaningful for our students. I 
am looking forward to these sessions 
and what our teachers put together for 
our children. 

We will return to classes on Sun-
day, August 15 at 9:30 a.m. to kick off 
the new year. 

For more information about Tem-
ple Judea Religious School, please 
contact me at or tjswfledu@gmail.com 
or 239.433.0201.

* * *
Temple Judea Preschool
Joann Goldman, 
Temple Judea Preschool Director
The Pre-K gems, as I call them, are 
absolutely loving school and the many 
activities and experiences they are be-

By Rabbi Mendel Gordon

It’s been a whirlwind month at 
Chabad at FGCU. As we closed an-
other semester, we’ve been busier 

than ever. 
Pesach Sheini, a lesser-known 

Jewish holiday, was marked in style. 
The holiday commemorates the second 
chance Jews were given in the Tem-
ple-era to bring their Passover sacri-
fice. Those who were unable to make it 
to the Temple on Passover were given 
another chance a month later.

Today, this holiday serves to re-
mind us that though we have missed 
opportunities, it’s never lost. We can 

always make it up later, whether in 
our relationships or in our Judaism (or 
even our schoolwork!).

Chabad marked the holiday with 
a matzah feast, where we creatively 
served matzah in many different ways: 
pizza matzah, chocolate matzah, jelly 
matzah, tuna matzah, etc.

To honor our students’ accomplish-
ments and growth over the year, we 
held an end-of-year BBQ, with the fun 
and good times fondly remembered, 
and to be continued next year.

Our Sinai Scholars study program 
has come to an end, with participants 

greatly broadening their Jewish learn-
ing and thought. While learning nev-
er ends, semesters do, and the Sinai 
Scholars will reconvene next year for 
another stimulating program.

I take this opportunity to express 
our gratitude to Chabad’s student lead-
ers, who have made this all happen: 
Sasha Sanchez, Matt Boggan, Tymber 
Wolf, Evan Neveloff, Josh Dubin and 
Dori Bendetowicz.

We also thank Rabbi Mendy and 
Luba Greenberg of Chabad of Bonita 

Springs for their continued support; 
and Bill Reynolds, our faculty advisor, 
for his involvement.

During the summer, Chabad will 
continue running Zoom classes and 
other in-person programs for those stu-
dents who remain in town.

For more information, or to con-
nect a student starting this coming se-
mester, reach out to me at 347.452.0489 
or mendelgordon@gmail.com, or visit 
our website at ChabadFGCU.com.

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com
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JewishFederationLCC

Like us on Facebook!
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available through the  
Community Foundation 

of the Jewish Federation  
of Lee and Charlotte Counties..    

 

is proud to offer the SStteevvaann  &&  MMaarriillyynn  SSiimmoonn  FFaammiillyy  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp.  

 
 
 

This scholarship is open to those at least high school age who 
demonstrate leadership qualities and will be participating in a      
2-week or longer program in Israel.  

 

A short essay is required.  
 
 
 

For more information, and to access the application, visit the    
TOP Jewish Foundation website at topjewishfoundation.org  

For more information   
visit jewishfederationlcc.org 

PPJJ  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  RRAADDIIOO  LLIIVVEE!!  
 

Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids       
music — anytime, anywhere.    

Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online  
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs 

from hundreds of artists across the globe. 
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks       

for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime. 
 

• Listen to the music online 

• Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play       
or Tune In Radio  
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TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
Another school year has come and 
gone. It was a strange one. We knew at 
the end of last year that things “would 
be different” in the coming year. I sup-
pose that is the one thing that I can say 
again for this coming year. Things will 
be different. 

We have learned about our limits, 
with what we can and can’t do in on-
line instruction, and hybrid instruction. 
We have also learned where our satu-
ration point is, and when we can’t take 
it anymore. With this in mind, I am 
thrilled to share that we will be return-
ing in the fall to completely in-person 
instruction. 

This summer our staff will be fo-
cused on developing student-centered 
learning strategies to make our reli-
gious school experience more engag-
ing and meaningful for our students. I 
am looking forward to these sessions 
and what our teachers put together for 
our children. 

We will return to classes on Sun-
day, August 15 at 9:30 a.m. to kick off 
the new year. 

For more information about Tem-
ple Judea Religious School, please 
contact me at or tjswfledu@gmail.com 
or 239.433.0201.

* * *
Temple Judea Preschool
Joann Goldman, 
Temple Judea Preschool Director
The Pre-K gems, as I call them, are 
absolutely loving school and the many 
activities and experiences they are be-

ing exposed to. Most re-
cently, during our Earth 
Week, the children got 
to participate in very 

thought-provoking experiments. They 
had a great time. We also learned about 
the different layers of our planet. We 
talked about the importance of recy-
cling and protecting our earth. 

To our graduates, we wish you 
much happiness always. It is with both 
sadness and joy to see these wonderful 
children and their families move on to 
the next part of their journey. Thank 
you so much for trusting us with your 
children. Our lives have been enriched 
because of each of you. 

Continue to love learning. You 
should be very proud of yourselves 
for everything that each of you have 
accomplished. We would like to con-
gratulate the parents of our graduates. 
We hope that your child will cherish 
the memories we have created togeth-
er, and that happiness follows them 
through their lives. I can’t believe it 
is time to say goodbye, but goodbye 
seems so final. We are choosing to say 
we will see each other again in the fu-
ture. We will miss you!

I would like to thank the commu-
nity and all our parents for their sup-
port. Your dedication to our preschool 
is truly appreciated. This year has 
been a challenging one, but we made 
it through. We have had the pleasure 
of watching all our students grow and 
develop in so many areas. The chil-
dren have learned to work together and 
communicate with each other in a pos-
itive manner. For many, this was the 
first introduction to a school setting. 
We hope that they have had a wonder-
ful learning experience.

Thank you for allowing us to be 

DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! 
 

SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in  

Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

 

More information,     
contact Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

a part of their lives. We have truly en-
joyed them.
Toddler Time Program
Registration for 2021-2022 is now 
open for children ages 14-24 months. 
Our toddler program can include care-
givers, dads, moms and grandparents. 
During class time, adults and children 
establish new friendships that often 
last for years. 

We offer a warm and nurturing first 
classroom experience. Our toddler pro-
gram will include playtime, art, music, 
story time and singing. Children enjoy 
group activities while developing fine 
and gross motor and communication 
skills needed to transition to a pre-
school program.

Come meet new friends and con-
nect with old friends. 

The program will provide an 
opportunity for early socialization 
through interactive play between chil-
dren, and between adult and child.

Please call Temple Judea Preschool 
at 239.482.1121 for more information. 
This program will begin in September. 
Preschool 
Registration for 2021-2022 is now 
open for students between 18 months 
and five years of age. Preschool begins 
Monday, August 9. If you are inter-
ested in learning about our program, 
please schedule an appointment by 
calling 239.482.1121. There is limited 
space available.
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SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEESS  &&  
OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
IINN  LLEEEE  &&  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTIIEESS  

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
REFORM 

 

10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers            
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center) 
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton  
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner  
each Friday at 6:30 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with  
the rabbi every Saturday morning  
from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chavurat Shalom of SWFL    
    Fellowship of Peace 
    P.O. Box 722, Sanibel, FL 33957 
    Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
    chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
    Leonard E. Minsky, President 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Michael Hochschild  
Phone: 971-561-7888 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 
(in the Bernwood Centre)  
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W. 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study:  
Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School:  
Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by                 
a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

19691 Cypress View Drive 
Fort Myers, FL 33967          
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail:  info@templebethel.com  
Learning Tree Preschool Director:  
Jesyca Virnig    
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com                        
President: Hank Betchen                                     
Email: HankTBE@gmail.com                                  
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235               
Web site: www.templebethel.com                          
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;  
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai 
Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &  
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday   
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;  
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
Rabbi Devora Buchen 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org 
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious School: Wednesday  
4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen:  
Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
Organizations:  
Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Family Service  
(1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 

www.Jewishfederationlcc.org 

Read the current and previous editions of L’CHAYIM online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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CHAVURAT SHALOM
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

ORGANIZATIONSORGANIZAT IONS

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
Jews make lots of good things 
happen, historically speaking
Marina Berkovich
It’s not about me, but when I moved 
to Naples about 16 years ago, I was 
absolutely clueless about its Jewish 
presence. I was not actively seeking 
it because I come from the Jews who 
were kept atheistic under the threat of 
Gulag. Maintaining Jewish traditions, 
values, language and religion was 
punishable for three generations. Jew-
ish history was not to be preserved or  

cherished, but hidden 
away and camouflaged 
so that our persecutors 
may not find out we were 
Jews. At least, we de-

ceived ourselves into such erroneous 
thinking.

In the U.S., I continued my at-
tempts at conveying the history I am 
privileged to understand, the one I es-
caped from. American Jews, despite 
high bar- and bat-mitzvah statistics, are 
not being taught enough modern Jew-
ish history. 

My Southwest Florida Jewish trail 
started through my work at the Naples 
Historical Society Oral History Project 
when I was tipped off by a concerned 

Gentile’s question: “Did you know that 
they did not want Jews to live here?”

I had no idea. I guess, now I can 
say that’s why I became an accidental 
Jewish historian of SWFL.

Tidbit by tidbit, the Jewish history 
of SWFL has been shaping up into a 
cohesive timeline, with eyewitness sto-
ries and reminiscences of and about its 
makers.

Members of the Jewish Historical 
Society of Southwest Florida are now 
familiar with many stories, skipping 
from Abraham Myers into the late 20th 
century, when fair housing laws finally 
enabled Jews to make their presence 
in SWFL visible. Some left promi-
nent markers and planted roots, like 
the Fleischmann, Lipman and Laboda 
families. Others built structures bear-
ing their names and helped the com-
munity excel through development, 
like the Rosens, Hertzmans and Kayes. 

History is always in the mak-
ing. Today we have new names and 
new faces in town. They may not be 
SWFL’s founding Jewish fathers, but 
they continue the same wonderful 
circle of tradition of benevolence and 
progress, like Naples businessman Da-
vid Hoffman, who acquired the Hertz 
Arena and the Everblades hockey team 
in Estero; like Jay Baker, retired presi-
dent of Kohl’s Department stores, who 
endowed the Art Museum, Gulfshore 
Playhouse and beyond; like Janet Gut-
tman Cohen, whose $1 million dona-
tion spearheaded the relocation of The  

Holocaust Museum of Southwest 
Florida to its new home; and so many 
others, whose tireless efforts and com-
mitment to various causes, projects a 
wonderful wisdom Jews bring wherev-
er they settle. Strengthening the com-
munity by example through arts, edu-
cation, sports, business and culture is 
very much part of Jewish history uni-
versally, and SWFL is no exception. 

Despite small numbers, Jews have 
always influenced SWFL and will con-
tinue to do so for centuries. You too can 
help us capture their stories and bring 
them to the screen and the Virtual Mu-
seum of SWFL. 

Follow us online and join our 
mailing list to be advised of upcom-
ing events. During the summer we 
will have Timeline of Southwest Flor-
ida Jewish History presentations via 
Zoom. Dates will be announced.

Have you joined our mission yet? 
Family Membership is $54; Individual 
Membership is $36; Student Member-
ship is $18. Please join us online by en-
tering the appropriate amount or mail 
your check to:
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011
Joyce Toub
Luba Laufer Rothstein is chair of Chai 
Society in our Collier/Lee Hadassah 
Chapter. She is always interested in dis-
covering ways to ignite the “flame” for 
new members and to keep the “flame” 
alive with current members. The im-
portance, help and prestige Hadassah 
provides for Israel and throughout the 
world connects us with this organiza-
tion.

Our efforts to learn more about Is-
rael and the workers in the field help 
keep the passion going and give way to 
more interest in the organization. This 
helps us to fund the Hadassah Medical 
Organization, Youth Aliyah and other 
programs. 

Hadassah is sharing its research 
and protocols with countries around 
the globe, most recently research in-
volving the Covid-19 pandemic. Doc-
tors have recently reassured us that the 
“quality of the ovulatory process isn’t 
jeopardized” by the virus (or vaccina-
tion), reassuring women worldwide 
that there are no differences in risk 

to the vaccinated and 
non-vaccinated. This is 
the first time that the ef-
fects of Covid-19 and 
vaccination on female 
fertility were presented 

as a controlled study.
We at Collier/Lee Hadassah pro-

vide a wide variety of programming, 
albeit through our Expanding Hori-
zon Zoom sessions. Our varied topics 
have included conservation, music, art, 
flowers, medical advances, tours of dif-
ferent Israeli cities. etc., to enhance our 
knowledge. Hadassah has been, and 
continues to be, instrumental in build-
ing a country many of us deeply love. 
I am optimistic that our commitment 
to the organization is strong and will 
continue.

Chai Society and Keepers of the 
Gate are Annual Giving opportunities 
that many of our members participate 
in. Chai Society donations begin at 
$180 per year; Keepers of the Gate do-
nations begin at $1,000 per year. Many 
of our members divide their contri-
butions into automatic monthly gifts. 
Gifts can even be funded by Israel 
Bonds. Even small contributions make 
a difference.

Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold
and Marcia Rudin
Congratulations to Chavurat Shalom 
of SWFL on its one-year birthday. This 
past year has included an abundance 
of inspiring Friday evening Shabbat 
services and D’vrai Torah, informa-
tive talks on Thursdays, and Saturday 
morning Jewish current events ses-
sions. For a list of upcoming classes 
and special events, check out our web-
site at www.chavuratshalomofsouth-
westflorida.org.

Zoom made it possible for mem-
bers to join the activities whether 
staying in SWFL or elsewhere on the 
continent. The seasonal migration of 
snowbirds is reflected in the changing 
backgrounds on their electronic device 
screens. The joy of seeing each other, 
albeit electronically, will continue. 

This past year, a 
Passover Seder was held; 
prayers and readings were 
said for Yom HaZikaron, 
Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Lag 

B’Omer, Shavuot and Tisha B’Av; spe-
cial speakers offered guidance for Rosh 
Hashana; a remembrance service took 
place for Yom Kippur; Sukkot was 
celebrated; Kristallnacht was honored; 
and candles were lit jointly for Chanu-
kah. Speakers educated the group on a 
wide variety of topics, such as Women 
in the Bible, Mordecai Kaplan, Treat-
ment of Animals in the Bible, Cults, 
Spinoza, Maimonides, History of the 
Hebrew Alphabet, Dialogue with an Is-
raeli-American, Medical Assistance in 
Dying, and Music as Resistance in the 
Holocaust.

To maintain our social and intel-
lectual connections this summer, Rabbi 
Myra Soifer, broadcasting from Reno, 
Nevada, will conduct a series of class-
es titled, “Text of the Month Club,” 
via Zoom at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesdays, 

June 15, July 20 and August 17. She 
will select the texts from the Hebrew 
Bible, Haftorah, Talmud or other Jew-
ish sources, emailing the study text in 
advance of each session to class partic-
ipants. To join and receive the Zoom 
link, send an email request to chavurat-
shalom@gmail.com.

Our regular schedule has been 
modified for the summer months be-
ginning Friday, June 4. While the lay-
led Friday Shabbat services will occur 
every week, the start time has shifted 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Saturday 
morning Jewish current events and 
the Thursday morning programs are 
on vacation until early September. To 
confirm the current schedule, visit the 
website noted above.

Having listened and learned this 
past year to firsthand accounts by sur-
vivors of the Holocaust, and about the 
crises of the past and the present for 
Jews in the U.S. and in Israel, lessons 
of Tikkun Olam and Tzedakah were 
clearly understood. The Tzedakah 

Committee focused on the theme of re-
lieving hunger and misery during the 
worldwide Covid-19 pandemic. Gen-
erous donations from Chavurat Shalom 
members will be shared accordingly.

Chavurat Shalom (Fellowship of 
Peace) is an informal group from every 
Jewish religious tradition and meets to 
worship and learn together. People of 
all faiths and localities are welcome, 
including visitors and guests. Chavurat 
Shalom is not affiliated with any orga-
nized movement. The group is commu-
nity-led. Shabbat services are a blend 
of English and Hebrew, English read-
ings and poems, Hebrew prayers recit-
ed or chanted, and meaningful songs 
are sung. Presently, worship and pro-
grams are via Zoom, but when Covid 
conditions permit, in-person gathering 
may also take place on Sanibel Island 
or Fort Myers. Join us now and lend 
your voice and thoughts for a Shabbat 
service, a Thursday program or Satur-
day Jewish current events. It is a re-
freshing opportunity to participate.

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
June     4:    8:00
June  11:    8:03
June  18:    8:05
June  25:    8:06

Read the current and previous editions of L’CHAYIM online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Stay in touch throughout the month. 
Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information 
on upcoming community 
events and cultural 
activities, breaking news, 
updates from Israel and 
lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

Shalom Life Center is Southwest Flor-
ida’s warm and welcoming home for 
contemporary Jewish life with a pas-
sionate commitment to community and 
spiritual growth where everyone is al-
ways welcome!

Shabbat Under the Stars, our safe 
and socially distant, in-person outdoor 
Shabbat evening experience, was a big 

success! It was so won-
derful for us to worship 
together in person for the 
first time in over a year.

Although we will 
be safely welcoming ev-
eryone back inside the 

building for in-person services, clubs 
and special events soon, we will be 
continuing our livestream services and 
Zoom meetings as well. 

Every Friday at 7:30 p.m., we 
experience an uplifting, musical and 
meaningful Livestream Shabbat ser-
vice. To join with us, visit www.sha-
lomlifecenter.org and click on SLC TV.

Every Saturday at 10:00 a.m., SLC 
offers an interactive and participatory 
Torah study led by Rabbi Lawrence 
Dermer with a focus on the relevance 
of our timeless traditions and bringing 
the ancient wisdom of Torah into our 
daily lives. 

Individualized Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
preparation, Torah Study, Women’s 
Circle Ladies Night, Game Night, Café 
Kabbalah, Health and Wellness Team, 
Book Club, Green Team, Yiddish Cul-
ture Club and Genesis Study Group are 
taking place in our SLC Zoom room 
for the time being. If you’d like to learn 
more, please send us an email or give 

us a call.
SLC also offers many other oppor-

tunities to enhance your Jewish life and 
learning, and further your involvement 
in community service while making 
friends in a warm and welcoming com-
munity.

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center where community is family and 
prayer is always inspirational, mean-
ingful and musical. For more informa-
tion, visit www.shalomlifecenter.org or 
email info@shalomlifecenter.org.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116
www.templeshalomfl.com

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

Welcome from Temple Beth El of Fort 
Myers. We hope you enjoyed our in-
teresting, educational and fun events 
in May. The month of June will bring 
many more opportunities to learn, play 
and worship with us.

TBE Sisterhood will be busy this 
summer. Start off by joining its June 
Backpack Collection, a joint effort 
with The Learning Tree School. Back-
packs filled with pencils, pens, glue, 
binders, folders and other school ne-
cessities will be collected throughout 
June. In July, the filled backpacks will 
be distributed to 21 food pantries. Feel 
good by doing good!

Save the Date, Save Your Stuff and 
Save the Stage: TBE Sisterhood will 

host a Rummage Sale 
on Sunday, August 22. 
Donations of clothing, 
toys, household items, 
sporting equipment and 
other great items will be 
accepted starting in June. 

Then find your newest treasure at the 
sale in August. All proceeds will ben-
efit a new curtain for the TBE stage. 
Watch this page for more details to 
come.

Who loves to shop? Coming soon: 
Lots of new merchandise and grand 
re-opening sales as our TBE Gift Shop 
gets a facelift. 

TBE Book Club’s virtual discus-
sion of Pogrom: Kishinev and the Tilt 
of History by Steven J. Zipperstein 
generated a deeply moving discussion 
about how the exile in Europe turned 
deadly. Book Club now starts its sum-
mer break, but look for the next excit-
ing book selection in late summer. 

In May, the TBE Men’s Club took 

us on a virtual tour of Northern Isra-
el with a professional tour guide as 
we visited the Hula Valley, the Golan 
Heights and the Finger of the Galilee. 
Join the group for our next tour, com-
ing later this summer.

Are you a player? We hope so. Yes, 
we’re talking about The Men’s Club 
Sunday Quarantine Bingo. Players and 
winners alike have been having a great 
time with our “Catskills-alike” bingo 
caller. Your next opportunity to play 
happens on June 27 at 7:00 p.m. It’s 
just $5 for two playing cards and $10 
for five playing cards. Register at tem-
plebethel.com. For more information, 
email tbe.mens.group@gmail.com.

There’s always something new to 
learn about recycling in Lee County, 
as we discovered when a local expert 
gave us a bird’s-eye view of this im-
portant local initiative. Our Environ-
mental Green Team, part of the TBE 
Mitzvah Committee, is planning more 
of these impactful presentations.

A big “Thank You!” to all who 
contributed to our Food and Femi-
nine Product Drive, organized by the 
TBE Mitzvah Committee. Donations 
can be dropped off at the front of TBE 
on a designated Tuesday from 10:00 
to 11:00 a.m. Monetary donations in 
the form of checks can be written out 
to Cycle Forward, Jewish Federation 
Food Bank or Harry Chapin Food 
Bank, to be dropped off or mailed to 
TBE. The need is great.

We would love for you to join us 
for our Zoom Hebrew classes, current 
events discussions, Shabbat services 
and so much more. We hope to see you 
virtually and in person soon!

To learn more, please visit our 
website at TempleBethEl.com. Follow 
us on Facebook (@TempleBethElof 
FortMyers) and on Instagram (@temple 
bethelfortmyers) for updates, informa-
tion and for an online community ex-
perience.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(971) 561-7888
www.batyam.org

As we cautiously begin to emerge from 
the patterns of the past year, we wonder 
what our lives are going to be like go-
ing forward. We sense we are through 
the doldrums of last year’s lockdown 
and so we reflect on new trends as the 
world begins to open up. With safety 
protocols in place, Bat Yam is propos-
ing to meet at the sanctuary for ser-
vices, masked and socially distanced, 
while still maintaining Zoom links for 
those not yet ready to physically join 
the congregation. We have learned 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

On April 30, The Community Free 
Synagogue opened its doors again for 
prayer and study.

Each Friday at 7:00 p.m., canto-
rial soloists Tracy Pavel and Richard 

McConville, along with 
instrumentalist Joseph 
Brauer, join Rabbi Bruce 
Diamond in conducting 
worship in the sanctuary, 
followed by a social hour 
in the dining hall. Wor-

ship will be Zoomed until the end of 
June as well. A downloadable copy of 
the service and login information can 
be found on the synagogue’s website at 
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com. C.F.S. 

intends to resume its weekly Sabbath 
meals in August. 

Torah Study with the Rabbi gath-
ers at 9:30 a.m. every Sabbath at the 
synagogue, and will continue to be 
Zoomed. Coffee and sweet rolls are 
served.

Tuesday night Adult Education 
starts at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom only. The 
June offering is readings in Isaiah.

The synagogue’s home is at The 
S.W. Florida Masonic Center, 10868 

Metro Parkway, Fort Myers. Now in its 
16th year under the Rabbi’s leadership, 
it is open to all, free of membership 
requirements or fundraising. All of its 
events and programs are open to all at 
no charge.

For more information on C.F.S, 
visit its website or email synfree@
comcast.net.

During this period of the pandem-
ic, Temple Shalom has been active in 
many ways. The temple’s kitchen has 
been remodeled with all countertops 
resurfaced, updates made to applianc-
es, cabinets re-stained, and new floors 
and baseboards installed. In addition, 
the kitchen has a new air conditioner 
and has been painted. The outside of 
the temple has also been painted. 

A new security system has been 
put in place and a fire security system 
is being installed to bring the building 
up to code. Two beautiful stained-glass 
windows were donated to the tem-
ple from a synagogue in Orlando that 
closed its doors. These two large win-

dows are being framed 
and then installed in the 
sanctuary. A special ded-
ication program is being 
planned. Information to 
follow. 

The program and 
planning committee had its first meet-
ing on May 25. The topics discussed 
include guest speakers, musical events, 
book reviews, current events (lunch & 
learn) and a five-part film festival se-
ries. The program committee is deter-
mined to bring activities to its members 
and others in the greater community. 

Temple Shalom plans to take a 
busload of its members to the Azi 
Schwartz concert at the Sarasota Opera 
House next season. Azi Schwartz is the 
cantor of the famous Park Avenue Syn-
agogue in New York City. 

Many thanks to The Jewish Feder-
ation of Sarasota-Manatee for its sup-
port and assistance in the installation of 

the security and fire alarm systems. All 
other programs are being made possi-
ble through kind donations from our 
membership. 

Temple Shalom is the only affil-
iated Reform congregation servicing 
the needs of the Jewish community of 
Charlotte Country.
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BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(971) 561-7888
www.batyam.org

As we cautiously begin to emerge from 
the patterns of the past year, we wonder 
what our lives are going to be like go-
ing forward. We sense we are through 
the doldrums of last year’s lockdown 
and so we reflect on new trends as the 
world begins to open up. With safety 
protocols in place, Bat Yam is propos-
ing to meet at the sanctuary for ser-
vices, masked and socially distanced, 
while still maintaining Zoom links for 
those not yet ready to physically join 
the congregation. We have learned 

about being connected in 
different ways and feel-
ing linked while apart. 
The cohesiveness of the 
congregants does not rely 
on them being masked, 
socially distanced or par-

ticipating from their homes via Zoom. 
The lockdown showed us how to work 
from anywhere (provided you have in-
ternet). Our immediate past president 
served his entire term without once 
being in the sanctuary for a service, 
proving it was possible to do what was 
needed.

More and more people are receiv-
ing vaccines, reducing the risk for se-
rious Covid-19 reactions, but we will 
never reach a zero no-risk level. We 
have always lived with risk; whenever 

we drive our cars or enter an airplane 
we are at risk. We accept that. Yet 
many vaccinated people continue to 
obsess over the risks from Covid-19, 
perhaps because this is a novel risk, 
and one the entire world has sudden-
ly had to confront. In all aspects of 
our lives, we are struggling to return 
to “normal” – having a drink with a 
friend, going for walks, meeting out-
doors for meals, standing together at 
a service. The collective experience of 
a universal crisis has left us aware of 
the not-so-simple acts of meeting with 
family and friends.

A sense of futility and uncertainty 
alternates with a thirst for life. The post-
Covid-19 world has all the abundance 
and beauty it ever did have, waiting 
to be enjoyed. This life is our divine 

comedy, especially as now we have a 
deeper appreciation of Dante’s heaven 
and hell. Preparing this article in April, 
brings to mind Chaucer’s Canterbury 
Tales, which describes April’s “sweet 
showers,” as well as T.S. Eliot’s Waste-
land, which begins, “April is the cruel-
est month.” 

Our lives offer options. Our Jewish 
traditions draw on resources learned in 
the Torah. We have learned we can ex-
perience a rebirth, a recovery. Rabbis 
and congregational boards are at work 
planning how best to reopen their shuls 
and temples, finding incremental ways 
to phase back into pre-pandemic situa-
tions. While they and their congregants 
come to their decisions, all decisions 
are defensible and should be received 
with compassion.

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

Temple Judea is excited to announce it 
is opening for in-person Shabbat ser-
vices as of Friday, June 4. A survey 
sent to members overwhelmingly ap-
proved resuming in-person services, 
and a large majority of members have 
already been, or are planning to be, 
vaccinated. Masks and social distanc-
ing will be required, but members look 
forward to again davening together in 
the same room. Streaming services will 
still be available to those who are un-

able to personally attend.
Chaverot Book Club’s 

June selection, The Em-
pathy Diaries by Sherry 
Turkle, will be discussed 
on Tuesday, June 22 at 
7:00 p.m. It’s the memoir 

of a Harvard-educated Jewish wom-
an drawn to the science of the digital 
world who became a psychologist and 
professor at MIT. 

Lunchtime Torah study with Rab-
bi Sack is the first Thursday of each 
month at noon, with the next class on 
June 3. At this time, the class is held 
over Zoom. There is no cost to attend 
and all levels of Jewish background are 
welcome. If you need the Zoom login 
information, please call our office at 

239.433.0201.
Tab Scribner, Director of Congre-

gational Learning, will lead an interac-
tive and lively Tot Shabbat service in 
person on Friday, June 11 at 5:00 p.m. 
All families with young children are 
invited to participate. Please contact 
Tab in our office to reserve your spot. 

Temple Judea members continue 
to donate food to the Jewish Federation 
Food Pantry and volunteer at the Harry 
Chapin Food Bank. They also donate 
menstrual products to be given out at 
food pantries throughout our commu-
nity to women in need. We thank all 
our members for all they do.

We wish safe travels to our season-
al community members as they return 
to northern climates. We look forward 

to seeing you again in the fall. Until 
then we will stay in touch with you on 
Zoom/Facebook. 

“Like” the Temple Judea Facebook 
page to stream the service or call the 
office for the Zoom link.
Regularly scheduled events:

• Friday evening Shabbat services at 
6:30 p.m. 

• Saturday morning Shabbat ser-
vices at 9:30 a.m. 

• Morning minyan every Monday  
at 9:00 a.m. 

• Tot Shabbat the second Friday 
night of each month at 5:00 p.m.

• Rabbi Sack’s monthly lunchtime 
Torah study sessions the first 
Thursday of each month

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

It is really happening! The steps that 
tripped up congregants on the bimah 
have been removed, the sanctuary has 
been painted, the ark has been rebuilt, a 
wheelchair ramp to the bimah has been 
added, and by the time we return to the 
sanctuary in person, it will be a new 
gem. The silver lining of the pandemic 
is that we were able to accomplish this 
without disrupting the normal activi-
ties of the congregation.

While the renovations are pro-
ceeding, we have stepped up in-per-
son activities in the parking lot. 
Friday night services, a pot luck 
dinner, a Jewish trivia contest and 
more were held both in person and 
on Zoom. The joy of reconnecting 
in person with friends is palpable af-
ter more than a year of isolation. The  
added pleasure of including out-of-
state members is again part of the un-
expected silver lining of the pandemic 
and will continue even after life returns 
to a new normal.

As the weather heats up, and the 
rains begin, we are now cautiously 
moving indoors. Shavuot was held in-
side in the social hall, with social dis-
tancing now part of the norm. An ice 
cream social, celebrating Shavuot, was 
hugely successful and hopefully the 
first of many safe, air-conditioned fes-
tivities.

Although the heat 
and humidity have re-
turned, and Covid is still 
a great concern, we look 
forward to a summer 
filled with the excitement 
of planning new activi-

ties, reestablishing longstanding rela-
tionships and creating new ones. We 
plan to have a sanctuary rededication 
open to the entire community before 
the High Holidays.

In the meantime, we welcome you 
to join us on Fridays at 7:30 p.m. for 
Kabbalat Shabbat services, Saturday 
morning Study with the Rabbi, Satur-

day night movies, Thursday night en-
richment and more. Call 239.772.4555 
for more information and the links.

Changing you address? Keep 
L’CHAYIM coming to your home. 

Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
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Thursday, June 3 or 
Friday, July 9
Time: 2:00pm
THE EDISON/FORD WINTER ESTATE  
AT THE CARETAKER’S HOUSE
2350 MCGREGOR BLVD. 
FORT MYERS FL, 33901

 
Come and learn about our Life Plan options, whether you choose to 
move to Gulf Coast Village or remain in your home with Senior Choice 
at Home. With either plan, you will be provided a full continuum of care 
for the rest of your life! These options bring great peace of mind and 
security for your future. Enjoy some wine and cheese as you learn.

RSVP 
239.932.6587 

for you and your friend to  
reserve your seats today!

1333 Santa Barbara Blvd.
Cape Coral, FL 33991 
www.SeniorChoiceAtHome.com

Senior Choice at Home is a Volunteers of America membership-based community. Learn 
more at voa.org. AL #12982, HHA #299993155, HHA #299991969, SNF #1188096

We are taking precautionary measures to ensure the safety of our guests, 
residents & staff. This includes keeping guests 6 feet apart during events. 
Upon entering, you will need to fill out a health screening form, get a 
temperature check, wear a mask, and wash hands or use hand sanitizer.

Wine & Discover 
Retirement Options Seminars

Thursday, June 10 or
Friday, June 25 
Time: 11:00am  
THE WESTIN RESORT
5951 SILVER KING BLVD
CAPE CORAL FL, 33914

Senior Choice at Home
 

Lunch & Learn Seminar
Join us at the beautiful Westin Resort at Marina Village in Cape Coral to 
learn about Senior Choice at Home, Florida’s only member-based program 
for healthy older adults. Our Life Plan At Home membership inspires 
health and vitality so you can thrive in your own home as you age. Enjoy 
the freedom that comes with having a lifelong commitment to care, asset 
protection, and the ability to receive individualized care coordination as 
needs change. 


