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Get involved in JFED’s new Pet 
Therapy Program, a collaboration 
with Alliance for Therapy Dogs, 
Beesley’s Paw Prints and Gulf  
Coast Humane Society. 
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The Jewish War Veterans-Victor 
Paul Tuchman Post 400 turned out  
in full regalia to honor lost comrades  
over Memorial Day weekend.
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This High Holiday Season, say

“L’Shana Tova” 
to your friends and family! 

See back page for greetings! 

Last month, I celebrated my one-
year anniversary as executive 
director, with five years in total, 

here at the Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlotte Counties. This last year seems 
like it has been a lifetime. A lot has trans-
pired. I won’t bore you with everything, 
but I will offer my year in review.

Let’s talk about my staff! Whoa. 
After Hurricane Ian hit, this very small 
team rallied hard! With the addi-
tion of two new staff members 
as a direct result of the hurricane,  
we managed to serve thousands of 
people through Jewish Family Ser-
vices. Unfortunately, the time has 
come to say goodbye to two of our 
temporary staff members, Bryan  
Eisner and Rosemery Garcia. Eisner  
leaves for New Jersey at the end of 
June and Garcia is with us until the 
beginning of August. She is grad-
uating with her masters in social 
work and heading out to work 
toward her license.

No job was too small for our 
amazing team. We loaded cars 
with groceries, beds and furniture; ran 
to the gas station to buy gift cards and 
fill gas cans; and some of us picked cli-
ents up and took them to get rental cars 
while they waited for reimbursement on 
their car that washed away in the storm. 
We paid for rent and mortgages, hotel 

rooms and Airbnbs, replacement win-
dows, gutters and other home repairs. 
We replaced furniture, clothes and 
bedding — you name it, it has proba-
bly passed through our doors. Our case 
management department has not slowed 
down. We are still busy, daily assisting 
in hurricane recovery efforts almost 9 
months later.

The quality programming our Feder-
ation put out this last year was impres-
sive. I hope you agree. Although I strug-
gled to find the right department staff, 
new ideas and amazing speakers were 
brought to our community, and atten-
dance, especially coming off a pan-
demic, was at a record high. 

My favorite was the Community 
Breakfast. I got chills when I saw all of 
you in the audience from the podium. It 
was the first time we had been in-person 
for this event for a while and the first 
time we were all together after Hurri-
cane Ian. It felt really good.

Thankfully, our newest staff member, 
Danielle Bernstein, is here. As our special 
events and program coordinator, Bernstein  
is already working on our upcoming sea-
son. She brings a fresh, new perspective 
to the Federation. She will be working 
on all our regular programming, plus our  
PJ Library, expanding our TRIBE group 
for young adults, starting a new “Rocking 
Singles” group and some summer health 
and wellness classes for July and August. 
I hope you will join us for those.

What I find even more amazing is you!  
Our Jewish community. Anyone who 
could, contributed to the hurricane fund,  
volunteered in the food pantry and 
emergency distribution center, and even 

donated household items and clothes 
from your own closets and homes. 
You gave to our Annual Campaign, 
attended events and volunteered 
in other capacities whenever we 
needed help around the office. 

If ever there was a time to stand 
united, this was it. And you all did 
an amazing job! I am so proud to 
be a part of the Jewish Federation 
and this Jewish community. We are 
stronger together!

Our support and work in the com-
munity has brought a new light on 
the Jewish Federation. Our strengths 
have shone through and our collabo-
rations with community partners are 

growing at a tremendous rate. Since this 
is a combined issue, you won’t hear from 
us again until the end of August — just 
in time for Rosh Hashana greetings. I am 
looking forward to a wonderful, happy, 
healthy and prosperous new year ahead. 
Thank you for your support. 

One year, five years, a lifetime

 Debbie Sanford

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
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Phil Stutz, coauthor of a 
book called “The Tools,” 
shares a wonderful story 

about pain. He relates that, as a 
young and skinny 13-year-old, 
he needed to take a mechanical 
drawing class. He was terrible 
at it. And sitting next to him 
was the star running back of 
the football team. Fortunately, 
the running back was also a 
poor mechanical draftsman, so they 
bonded over their torture. 

At one point, the football star 
opened up about what made him such 
a good player. He confessed he wasn’t 
the strongest player, nor the fastest, 
nor even the hardest to tackle. So, 
what made him stand out? It was sim-
ple, he told Phil. On the first play, he 
demanded the football, and he ran right 
at the biggest, toughest tackler on the 
opposing squad. He would get hit on 
purpose! Why did he do that? “When 
I get up, I feel great, alive. The other 
runners are afraid, you can see it in 
their eyes.” 

As Phil remembered this, 
he realized the great insight 
he was given. “If you go right 
for the pain, you develop 
superpowers.”

Most human beings live in 
avoidance of pain and there 
is nothing wrong with that. It 
would be lovely if we could 
avoid pain in every way, 
wouldn’t it? Imagine living 

without homework, chores, being bul-
lied, financial insecurities, etc. But 
that is not reality. Our faith even calls 
on us to encounter pain. Think about 
what the eighth day 
of a Jewish male’s 
life does to him? Cir-
cumcision may bring 
us into the Cove-
nant, but it also tells 
us that pain is part 
of the deal. A dab of 
wine on our lips may 
be nice, but certainly doesn’t stop the 
pain. And, one step removed, this act 
tells us that no matter how much Mom 

and Dad love us, they can’t always stop 
the pain from coming, especially since 
they seem to be permitting this.

In our next iteration of the Bereave-
ment Support Group, which begins Fri-
day, July 7, we will invite attendees to 
not avoid the pain, but to go toward it. 
We know this is not easy. That is one of 
the reasons we come together in a sup-
port group — with other people who 
have suffered pain and loss. Together, 
we will build our endurance toward 
facing the pain we feel. The more we 
face the pain, directly and honestly, the 
less control the pain will have over us. 

Tim Hansel once 
said, “Pain is inevitable, 
but misery is optional. 
We cannot avoid the pain, 
but we can avoid joy.”  

Registration is man-
datory. Please call the 
JFED office and leave a 
message. I will get back 

to you just as soon as possible. Look-
ing forward to welcoming everyone  
in July. 

Bereavement and pain
By Rabbi Michael J. Schorin, MAPC, BCC

OUR MISSION
To strengthen and enrich 
the Jewish Community by 
providing and supporting 

philanthropic, educational 
and social service programs 

locally, in Israel and
throughout the world.

OUR VISION
A Jewish Community that is 
based on Jewish values such 
as Tzedakah (benevolence), 
Tikkun Olam (repairing the 

world) and K’lal Yisrael  
(taking responsibility  

for one another).

OF GREATER NAPLES

Grow your 
business 

with 
L’CHAYIM.

Reach 2,300 
local Jewish  
households 

through 
this paper.

For more 
information or 
to place an ad, 
contact Lori at 

239.481.4449 x5  
or LoriRamos@ 

jfedLCC.org.

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

“If you go right 
for the pain, 
you develop 

superpowers.”

 Rabbi Dr. 
    Michael J.
    Schorin
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L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, 
committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation.

WHY ANAGO IS THE SUPERIOR CHOICE FOR COMMERCIAL CLEANING!®

• Ranked #1 in Janitorial • Available 24/7 • Competitive Pricing • Two-Hour Response Guarantee
• Consistent & Dependable • Green Cleaning Experts • Total Satisfaction Guarantee • Fully Insured and Bonded

With more than 30 years in the commercial cleaning franchising industry,  
Anago has helped pioneer this sector by developing standards and practices 

that others replicate. 

Our franchisees provide Scheduled Cleaning, Carpet Cleaning, Ceramic, Tile and Grout Cleaning, Day  
Porters, Emergency Cleanup, Exposed Surfaces Disinfection, Hard Surface Floor Care, Restrooms, Special 
Event Cleanup, Spring Cleaning, Window Washing and much more.

YOUR CLEANING NINJAS
Our efficient and stealthy  

cleaning franchisees get the job  
done without any disruption  
to the flow of your business.

A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE
Our franchise owners use 

systematic methods to create a visible 
difference in the cleanliness  

of your workspace.

BEST SERVICE AND PRICE
One of our primary goals is to  

provide clients with the absolute  
best service in the industry,  

at a competitive price.

CONSISTENT RESULTS
By paying attention to the details, 

high touch spots and areas of concern, 
clients get an exceptional and  

consistent clean every time.

BIG OR SMALL…

WE CLEAN THEM ALL®

239-206-2520
anagoswfl.com

WITH ANAGO YOU GET:
• A partner with a 98% retention rate

• Calendaring system ensures all tasks are completed as scheduled
• Inspection/survey process ensures compliance to your specs

• Microfiber tools to remove more dirt
• EPA registered disinfectants for virus and bacteria removal

• Dedicated client services rep to assist with your needs

SERVING  COLLIER,  LEE,  CHARLOTTE,
SARASOTA  &  MANATEE  COUNTIES

The healing power of pet therapy
Bringing joy to senior citizens
By Nancy Klein, Friendly Visitor Coordinator

Jewish Federation of Lee & Char-
lotte Counties recently joined 
forces with Alliance for Therapy 

Dogs, Beesley’s Paw Prints and Gulf 
Coast Humane Society to introduce 
the uplifting practice of pet therapy to 
senior citizens residing in living facili-
ties or their own homes. This initiative 
aims to enhance the well-being and 
quality of life for seniors, recognizing 
the incredible benefits that interactions 
with therapy dogs can provide. 

The Alliance for Therapy Dogs 
(ATD) is a nationally recognized orga-
nization dedicated to certifying and 
training therapy dog teams to provide 
comfort, companionship and emo-
tional support in a variety of settings, 
including hospitals, schools and senior 
care facilities. The ATD’s primary goal 
is to improve the lives of individuals in 
need through the power of human-an-
imal interactions. The training process 
for therapy dogs at the ATD is rigorous 
and thorough. It ensures that the dogs 
are well-behaved, gentle and comfort-
able in various environments. Before 
they can be certified, the dogs must 

meet specific criteria and exhibit reli-
able temperaments. 

The introduction of pet therapy pro-
grams to senior living facilities and  
private homes offers numerous advan-
tages for older adults. Interacting with  
therapy dogs can improve mood, 
reduce stress and combat feelings of 
loneliness and isolation. The presence 
of these furry companions often elic-
its smiles, laughter and a sense of joy 
among seniors. Petting or stroking 
a dog can lower blood pressure and 
release endorphins, promoting a sense 
of relaxation and tranquility. Regular 
interactions with therapy dogs can also 
encourage seniors to engage in physi-
cal activity and increase their mobility.  

Pet therapy sessions can stimulate 
cognitive functions, such as memory 
and attention, as seniors engage in con-
versations and reminisce about their 
own pets or past experiences. Therapy  
dogs serve as catalysts for social  
interaction, fostering connections be- 
tween seniors and promoting a sense  
of community among residents in  
care facilities.

The collaboration between Jewish  
Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties,  
Alliance for Therapy Dogs, Beesley’s 
Paw Prints and Gulf Coast Humane 
Society exemplifies the profound 
impact that pet therapy can have on the  
lives of senior citizens. Through the 
meticulous training provided by the 
Alliance for Therapy Dogs, therapy dog 
teams are well prepared to bring com-
fort, companionship and unconditional 

love to seniors in living facilities or their 
private homes. The undeniable bene-
fits of pet therapy, including emotional 
well-being, physical health, cognitive 
stimulation and social engagement, 
make it an invaluable addition to the 
lives of our cherished seniors.  

If you would like to be involved 
in the Pet Therapy Program, please 
contact Nancy Klein at NancyKlein@ 
jfedlcc.org or 239-481-4449, x2. 
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 2,300 households  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

Local Seniors Services  
Lunch Bunch, a monthly gathering with a free lunch for older adults to meet 

and schmooze. 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es for Rosh         

Hashanah, Hanukkah and    Passover.  
Holocaust survivor outreach. 
 

Local Social Services  
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and referral       

services.  
Friendly Visitor Program. 
 

Local Emergency Services  
Food Pantry and gi� cards.  
Emergency nancial assistance grants to families and individuals in crisis.  
Local disaster outreach and assistance. 

HOW THE JEWISH FEDERATION SERVES  

Local Jewish Educa on and Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Cultural Programs 

for all ages including the  Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish author 
events, Out & About Films, Israel celebra�on, day trips,  
Israeli folk dancing ,PJ Library & TRIBE, a young adult group. 

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local,  na�onal and interna�onal Jewish 
issues.  

New CRC‐Community Rela�ons Council to address issues of 
an�‐Semi�sm and  Interfaith Rela�ons.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish 
community �es with Israel. Holocaust educa�on for middle 
and high school students in the community and a college 
campus Jewish life experience commi�ee. 

Volunteer opportuni�es for all ages. 
 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American 

Jewish Joint Distribu�on Commi�ee (JDC) for full‐spectrum 
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in 60+  
countries around the world.  

Partnership 2Gether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron 
Region in Israel.  

 
 

Jewish Community Founda on  
An endowment that ensures future social and educa�onal 

programming and support for our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in 

Israel.  
Jewish camp scholarships. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community         

enrichment.  

 

In Celebration of Hank Betchen 
from Brenda & Mike Newman 
 
In honor of Henry Betchen 
from Debbie & Henry Feinberg 
 
In honor of Jodi Cohen 
from Sharion Boyd 
 
In memory of Kathy Benforado 
from Larry Benforado 

Honoring a special person through a tribute gift to Jewish 
Family Services of Lee & Charlotte Counties is a wonderful 
way to recognize a simcha or remember a loved one. Not only 
does your gift show your family and friends that you care, it 
goes to work helping Jews in need and building vibrant      
communities locally, in Israel and around the world. 

Make a Gift at  
jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials 

Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the 

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on  
upcoming community events and  
cultural activities, breaking news items, 
updates from Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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Consistently recalibrating ourselves
Jewish Family Services update
By Jodi Cohen, Jewish Family Services Coordinator

Those of us in South 
west Florida are expe-
riencing what I refer 

to as “the seven months of 
August.” There is dense heat 
and unrelenting humidity. I 
mark each day as a one-, two- 
or three-towel day, depending 
on how many times I had to 
rinse off after walking Morty.

Hurricane season has begun and the 
rainy season is upon us. For people 
rebuilding their roofs, houses and lives 
after Hurricane Ian, the fear is palpable 
about what this season will bring. So 
many Jewish Family Services clients 
continue to wait for responses about 
their FEMA application/appeal, home 
insurance decision and SBA loan. It  
is hard on the soul and the spirit. 

Cadkin Foundation Food Pan-
try volunteers are so gentle and kind 
as they listen to people’s stories and 
updates, help carry the heavy bags of 
food to the cars and share information 
about available resources. You would 
kvell over these volunteers, as do I.

United Way has been filling the 
Federation pod with new furniture, 
which is then distributed to the long 
list of hurricane clients. The new items 
include queen-size bed frames, night-
stands, desks, chairs, comforters, cur-
tains and large and small decorative 
cabinets. Every time people come to 
pick up furniture, I rejoice, knowing 
that Federation is helping these folks 
recreate their new home. 

The Jewish Federation is proud to 
be connected with The Bridge Fund, 
a volunteer-run nonprofit organization 
that partners with local schools and 
social service agencies by bridging the 
gaps that exist in our local support sys-
tems. Jim Herald, one of the co-found-
ers, called JFS one afternoon to find out 
who we serve, what we do and discuss 
how we can partner together. At one 
point during our conversation, I looked 
towards the heavens and sent up a silent 
prayer of “thank you.” We’ve already 
collaborated in securing resources for 
one client, and I know we’ll do good 
work together in the future.

The Federation’s small but mighty 
food pantry continues to see more and 
more new recipients each week, with 
many families returning a second time 
in the month. Harry Chapin Food Bank 
delivers an average of 500 pounds of 
food each week and JFS continues to 
visit the Midwest Food Bank every 
month. With children out of school for 
the summer, families are now respon-
sible for providing breakfast and lunch 
for kids during the week, which they 
normally don’t have to do during the 

school year. Thank you for 
your donations by check, 
online, gift cards and food for 
the pantry. Your support is 
deeply appreciated.

Farewells
Bryan Eisner arrived at the 
Federation in October 2022 
and, while he had many 

responsibilities during his tenure, he 
ran the food pantry and, in turn, ran 
me. It’s funny how the universe puts 
someone in your path one day and 
you are forever changed. Every day I 
witnessed Eisner’s goodwill, beam-
ing spirit and strong work ethic. He 
doesn’t fool around, yet he has good 
shtick. We talked, argued, laughed and 
consistently recalibrated throughout 
the ongoing changes to the pantry and 
ourselves post-hurricane. He lifted, 
schlepped, bent, stretched. He did 
all that needed doing and developed 
strong bonds with the volunteers and 
food pantry recipients. 

Life at JFS has been a wee bit 
intense since the hurricane, and Eisner 
provided so many levels of support that 
it is hard to remember what life was like 
before he came to us. My heart aches, 
and it’s very quiet around here since he 
returned to his New Jersey stomping 
grounds. I could not have been blessed 
with a better partner. Thank you,  
kind sir. 

Rosmery Garcia’s physical frame 
may be slight, but don’t let that fool 
you. She hit the ground running as a 
case manager hired to respond to the 

deluge of people who showed up, 
called, emailed and texted asking for 
help after Hurricane Ian. While I break 
and knock things over when I talk 
because I wave my hands around so 
wildly, Garcia has been a sturdy, steady 
presence here at the ranch. She was 
immediately able to navigate resources 
for Spanish-speaking clients and still 
steps out onto the porch to talk with 
food pantry recipients. She’s done a 
phenomenal job tracking all the infor-
mation required for the various grant 
reports that are due and is the Queen of 
the pod, working in tandem with Eisner  
to get the inventory to the people. 

Garcia got married about a half 
hour after she started working here in 
November 2022. Two nights before 
writing this article, I dreamt that she 

was in a convertible, 
flying down the high-
way and when I asked 
her where I should go, 
she said, “Follow me!” 
I did and I would in  
the future. 

She has the nerve to 
move north for the next 
chapter of her life come 
August. She has been a 
lovely comrade in the 
trenches of life post-Ian. 
I am ever grateful for 
her smarts, her sense, 
her big heart and all of 
the Morty stories she  
listened to. 

Lunch Bunch 
update
The Amavida Resort 
Retirement Community  
graciously hosted the May 
Lunch Bunch. Martha  
Davilla, director of busi-
ness development, was  

such a joy to work with and was excited 
to welcome us. All the Amavida  
staff were attentive and friendly as 
they shuttled us to and from the park-
ing lot, filled our water glasses and 
made sure that we had what we needed 
at every turn. We had the entire Lake-
side Grill to ourselves, and the buf-
fet was delicious. Although I was so 
busy running around, I managed to 
fall in love with the mini cheesecakes. 
OyPleaseAlready.

After Martha raffled off some terrific 
Amavida goodies, the group walked 
around the corner to Amavida’s movie 
theater where the Federation’s very 
own Artiste Extraordinaire, Carolyn  
Gora, presented a slideshow about her 
life and artwork. Gora shared high-
lights from her award-winning back-
ground as an art teacher, then showed 
us the various forms of art she creates. 
Big, small, wire, paper, painting, sew-
ing. Her artwork is oh-so-glorious, full 
of depth, color and meaning. Carolyn is 
a mensch-ette and truly one of the pil-
lars of our community, contributing to 
the health and well-being of everyone. 
And when I say everyone, for once I’m 
not exaggerating.

The Lunch Bunch is a free monthly 
luncheon for anyone who would like to 
nosh, kibbitz, laugh and learn together. 
If you’re shy, I will make sure you have 
a lunch buddy to greet you, sit with you 
and show you the ropes so you’re not 
alone. After lunch, we have short pro-
grams that are entertaining and fun. It’s 
a chance to be together, meet people, 
make friends and stay connected to 
your larger Jewish Federation family. 
There is always a place at the table  
for you!

Our upcoming lunches are Wednes-
day, July 19 at Gulf Coast Village 
auditorium and Thursday, August 
18 at Temple Beth Shalom in Cape 
Coral. Please see the ad in L’Chayim 
for details and watch your inbox for 
the Lunch Bunch ad in your weekly 
e-newsletter. 

 Jodi Cohen

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION  
AND HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE.
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COMMUNITY FOCUS

I often think of how for-
tunate we are to live in 
Southwest Florida. We 

have wonderful communi-
ties with great schools and 
universities for our children, 
and amazing, unique cultural 
and charitable organizations 
that enrich our lives and help 
neighbors in need. 

We have daily unlimited 
access to wonderful natural resources 
that other people travel from across the 
nation and the world to visit for just a 
short time. 

When challenges face Southwest 
Florida, we are resilient. We pull 
together and help each other, as evi-
denced by our actions during the pan-
demic and recent hurricanes. 

We are truly lucky because we know 
that, despite our different circum-
stances, we can count on each other.

Yet, we don’t live in a protective 
“bubble.” Unfortunately, the crime, 
violence and hatred of the outside 
world intrudes here, too, always coex-
isting with all the good around us.  
The national increase in hate crimes 
and violence seen across the nation 
is now being reflected in Southwest  
Florida’s statistics. 

For more than 20 years, our edu-
cation programs have shared import-
ant lessons of the Holocaust with area 
schools and communities. We provide 
historical facts of the buildup to the 
genocide, along with riveting personal 
stories of those impacted, to illustrate 
a very powerful point. During that 
time, overt acts of hate and bigotry 
were allowed to grow, resulting in  
the unopposed vast deportation, impris-
onment and murder of 6 million Jews 
and 6 million others … men, women 
and children. 

Now is the time for us to act against 
increased incidents of bigotry and hate 
right here in our Southwest Florida 
community. Just as we stood together 
after the wrath of hurricanes, let us 
stand together against this rising tide 
of hate. We have more in common than 
what divides us. Let’s reach across  
our differences and celebrate our com-
mon humanity. Let us not be silent 
bystanders while hatred spreads.

We must realize that no matter how 
we identify ourselves, we could all 

be considered as “other.” 
Wouldn’t you welcome and 
hope someone would step up 
and speak on your behalf if 
you were being targeted as 
“different?” Think about it. 
Should history repeat itself, 
you do not want to be in the 
same position as Pastor Mar-
tin Niemöller, as he noted in 
the last line of his famous 

Holocaust-era statement. He starts by 
mentioning all the groups he didn’t 
speak out for when they were targeted 
by the Nazis. The last line reads “Then 
they came for me and there was no one 
left to speak out for me.”

There are many local and national 
initiatives with helpful information 
on how we, as individuals and com-
munities, can address this pressing 
issue. The Community Update recently 
issued by Jewish Federation of Greater 
Naples has a number of helpful links. 

                                                                                                                                North Wing project  
in final stages
The buildout of the North Wing is 
complete! Our sincere thanks to our 
architect, David Corban, and the team 
at PBS Contractors. They began our 
project facing the toughest of condi-
tions, just as Southwest Florida began 
to recover from Hurricane Ian. Despite 
storm-related labor shortages, scarcity 
of materials and major delivery delays, 
they completed the project on time.

Capitol Museum Services (CMS) is 
now installing important new exhibits 
and displays created for the expanded 
gallery spaces. It will be a seamless 
transition as you enter the North Wing, 
as CMS also created the interior of the 
current Museum in 2019. We hope to 
reopen to the public by approximately 
Aug. 9, 2023. Please check our website 
(www.hmcec.org) for updates. During 
this time, staff can be reached by email. 
For general questions, please contact 
us at info@hmcec.org. 

We plan to hold a “Grand Reopen-
ing” series of events in early Novem-
ber 2023. We hope you’ll be able to  
join us. More information will be  
available soon. 

A few naming opportunities are still 
available. Please contact me at Susan@
hmcec.org or call 239-263-9200 x203 
for details.

Thank you for your  
support in 2022-2023
I sincerely thank you for your unwav-
ering support of our Holocaust edu-
cation mission this past year. Because  
 
of your generous financial assistance, 
and donation of your time and talents, 
our programs impacted thousands of 
people, inspiring each one to stand 
up against bigotry and hatred in our 

schools, communities and beyond. 
Your support has a tremendous impact 
and ripple effect, making our world a 
better place for all. 

The Museum Board, staff and I 
look forward to working with you 
in the coming year. We can’t wait to 
show you our new North Wing! Have a  
great summer! 

 Susan
    Suarez

At the Museum

Experience the 12 Steps from a 
Jewish perspective, seeking a 
path to recovery through Judaic 

spiritual principles. This is a fellow-
ship of people who are recovering from 
alcohol, drug and other addictions 
such as food, gambling, sex, shop-
ping, etc... The book used is “Twelve  
Jewish Steps to Recovery” by Rabbi 

Kerry Olitzky and Stuart Copans, 
M.D., second edition.

The Temple Bethel 12-Step Recov-
ery Group meets every Saturday at 11 
a.m. via Zoom. 

To learn more, visit templebethel.
com or call the Temple Bethel office  
at 239-433-0018. 

Temple Beth El offers  
12-step recovery  
group program

This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support 
of our advertisers. Please be sure to use their products and services, 
and mention that you found them in L’CHAYIM.
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On the other side of our doors,
your spiritual home awaits.

HIGH  HOLY  DAY  2023/5784  SCHEDULE

16225 WINKLER ROAD  FORT MYERS  FLORIDA  33908   239-433-0018    www.templebethel.com

TEMPLE BETH ELTEMPLE BETH ELTEMPLE BETH EL

Join Rabbi Nicole Luna and Cantor Marshall Portnoy
 in our TBE Sanctuary or on Zoom. 

 

Check templebethel.com or call/stop by the office for ticket information.  All are
welcome, regardless of financial ability. Those who purchase High Holiday
Visitor ticket(s) for the first time are welcome to a complimentary membership
for the rest of 2023.

ROSH HASHANAH
Friday, Sept. 15
7:30 pm Evening Service

Saturday, Sept. 16
10:00 am Morning Service
10:00 am Junior Congregation
12:30 pm Tashlich at Lakes Park
   Be our guest for lunch following 
   Tashlich.  Families welcome.

Sunday, Sept. 17
10:00 am Morning Service 

YOM KIPPUR
Sunday, Sept. 24
7:30 pm Kol Nidre

Monday, Sept. 25
10:00 am Morning Service
10:00 am Junior Congregation
 2:30 pm Exploring The Book of 
                  Jonah (Zoom only)
 4:30 pm Musical Meditation
 5:30 pm Yizkor Service
 6:30 pm Neila
    Complimentary Break the 
    Fast following service.

Selichot, Cemetery Memorial
Service, Sukkot, Simchat 
Torah & Yizkor Services

 

Information about these
additional services can be

found on our website or call the
office.

 

Proud member of the Union for Reform Judiasm
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JEWISH INTEREST

Fort Myers’ Premiere Independent Living Community
www.thesummito� ortmyers.com

JOIN US FOR
A LUNCH TOUR!

239.433.0477

Helen couldn’t help 
but smile when she 
received a scan of 

her grandson Jake’s gradua-
tion picture. “I’m printing this 
out,” she said aloud. “Jake is 
handsome as all get out and 
I’m taking this to my bridge 
club to show the girls.” 

Later, around the bridge table, 
four bubbys “scheped nachus” 
were extoling the accomplish-
ments of their grandsons, that is, 
until Grandma Ginny brought 
the compliments to a halt. 

“Look at your photos and notice 
the hairstyle that’s the rage for all 
the boys,” Ginny urged.  “This brush 
up thing is troubling. Boys, not only  
Jewish boys, but lots of boys have it 
rough right now. I think they’re trying 
to tell us something by deliberately 
making their hair stand on end!”

The bridge table went silent, indi-
cating that Ginny’s comments hit 
home. Could it be that the current rage 
in men’s hairstyles, sometimes called 
the “brush up,” is symbolic of the fear 
men experience as they try to navigate 
the minefield that has become mod-
ern society? Could it be that this fear 
of saying or doing the wrong thing, 
this terror of being labeled “toxic,” 
is played out in the new hairstyle of 
the modern man – hair that is literally 
standing on end?

Although the Tanak references 
hair and hairstyles dozens of times  
(Ezekiel is only one example: “And 
you, O son of man, take a sharp sword. 
Use it as a barber’s razor and pass 
it over your head and your beard. 
Then take balances for weighing 
and divide the hair.”), a phrase like 
“a hair-raising event” derives from 
what observers have always known – 
that a physical reaction to raw fear is  
nothing new. 

In fact, the UK’s Gary 
Martin, founder of the 
web-based archive “Phrase-
finder,” tells us that “The 
phrase ‘make your hair 
stand on end’ first appeared 
in 1602 in Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet, when he wrote, ‘I 
could a tale unfold, whose 
lightest word would harrow 
up thy soul … thy knotted 
and combined locks to part 
and each particular hair to 
stand an end, like quills 

upon the fretful porpentine.’” 
The “porpentine” is the ancient 

word for “porcupine” but the phenom-
enon of abject hair-raising fear was not 
confined to the Bard of Avon. In fact, it 
was Thomas Blount, another 17th-cen-
tury scribe, a lexicographer actually, 
who included the word “horripilation” 
in his dictionary of “hard words.” 
Blount describes the hair-raising phe-
nomenon as, “Horripilation, the stand-
ing up of the hair for fear.”

So, if a man’s hairstyle indicates 
fear-based “horripilation,” what’s scar-
ing the “Bee-Moses” out of young 
men? Journalist Maya Salam thinks 
she knows when she writes in The 
New York Times that “the concept (of 
toxic masculinity) has been around 
forever but suddenly the term seems to  
be everywhere.”

In fact, dozens of articles give cre-
dence to what might promote male 
misery. Consider journalist Akola 
Thompson, who writes that “Men are 
not inherently toxic. However, all men 
do benefit to some extent from the 
patriarchal system that was set up to 
serve them.” Ouch! Get out the hair 
gel, guys. No matter what you do or 
say, for some, you’re guilty as charged. 

Harry Bruinius writes in a Chris-
tian Science Monitor (CSM Jan. 2022) 
article whose title nails the problem 

— “Why these 
men find the phrase 
‘toxic masculinity,’ 
well, toxic.” He 
writes that “Amid 
spiking suicide and 
overdose rates and 
plummeting college 
enrollment, are men 
being held hostage 
by culture war labels 
and stereotypes that 
blame them rather 
than help them?”

Or more to the point, could this con-
stant blaming cause such profound fear 
that men can’t help but maintain an 
in-your-face symbol of what’s going 
on inside. The hairstyle seems to sym-
bolize a kind of autonomic reaction to 
existential fear. 

Ryan Carillo, who was interviewed 
at length for the CSM piece, is a power 
lifter and self-described “big man” 
who recently published the Big Man 
Bible. Carillo, who emphasizes that his 
self-help memoir is designed “for the 
big men of the world who are silently 
struggling to transform their lives,” 
notes that large, husky men are often 
victimized by the stereotype that their 
looks belie a violent nature.

Over the past few years, there have 
been wide-ranging discussions about 
a purported “crisis in masculinity,” 
another front in the nation’s ongoing 
political battles over the meaning of 
sex, gender and the social roles of men 
and women. Carrillo has a different 
take. He describes the situation as a 
“silent pandemic” of men who live in 
fear because they believe that are not 
worthy to exist as they are.

I grew up in America and I now 
live in Europe, and I notice that there 
are many men on both continents who 
seem to be immobilized by fear. Which 
makes me wonder, could it be that 
brushed up hair indicates something 
deeper than a fashion statement? Could 
it be that “hair standing on end” is a 
plea for understanding and compassion 
from a society that is often too quick to 
demonize men as toxic, uncaring and 
brutish and, then, without getting to 
know the individual man, dismiss them 
as such?

For 10 years, Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
served the Aviva Campus for Senior 
Life as resident rabbi. Her most pop-
ular columns are now published in her 
new book, “Aging Jewishly,” available 
on Amazon books. Rabbi Barbara now 
lives and works in Italy, where she is 
rabbi of Italy’s first Reconstruction-
ist synagogue. Contact her at rabbi@ 
rabbibarbara.com. 

Is there a message in my grandson’s brushed up hair?
Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

 Rabbi 
    Barbara  
    Aiello

Could it be that  
“hair standing on end”  

is a plea for 
understanding and 
compassion from a 
society that is often  

too quick to demonize 
men as toxic, uncaring 

and brutish …
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JEWISH INTEREST

Register:
www.jewishfederationlcc.org/calendar

 

Qigong

a holistic Chinese practice that involves physical
movements, breathing techniques, and
meditation to cultivate and balance the body's
vital energy, known as "qi".
  

Fridays, July 14, 21, 28 & August 4, 2023.
(10:00am - 11:00am) 

Pre-Register $12/class or $15 at the door
**bring Yoga Mat**

 

Sound Bath

a meditative and therapeutic practice that
involves being bathed in sound waves produced
by various instruments, such as singing bowls,
gongs, and chimes, to induce a state of deep
relaxation and inner peace. Join us for a Shabbat
Sound Forest with Juli Bobman.

Fridays, July 14, 21, 28 & August 4, 11, 18, 25, 2023.
 (11:30am - 12:30pm)

Pre-Register $12/class or $15 at the door
**bring Yoga Mat**

 

Yoga

a physical, mental, and spiritual practice that
originated in ancient India, which involves a
series of postures, breathing techniques, and
meditation to promote physical and mental 
well-being, and achieve a state of inner peace 
and harmony.

Fridays, August 11, 18, 25, 2023
(10:00am - 11:00am)

Pre-Register $12/class or $15 at the door
**bring Yoga Mat**

REVITALIZE 
YOUR MIND, BODY, AND SOUL 

WITH OUR FRIDAY SUMMER 
WELLNESS CLASSES.

Editor’s Note: Persons in bold 
are deemed by Nate Bloom 
to be Jewish for the purpose 

of this column. Persons identified as  
Jewish have at least one Jewish parent 
and were not raised in, or identify with, 
a faith other than Judaism. Converts to 
Judaism, of course, are also identified 
as Jewish.

Last month, I wrote about “A Small 
Light,” a Disney/Hulu mini-series 
about Anne Frank, her family and the 
non-Jews who hid the family for two 
years. The following is a “happy cor-
rection” — I’m sure, now, that Ashley  
Brooke, 19, who played Margo, Anne’s  
sister, is Jewish and her father’s mother 
was a Holocaust survivor. Also, Billie  
Boulet, 18, who played Anne, is  
Jewish. I thought otherwise. 

Indiana Jones
Opening June 30 is 
“Indiana Jones and 
the Dial of Destiny.” 
It is the fifth and final  
“Indiana Jones” movie 
and everybody associ-
ated with the series, like  
Steven Spielberg, swears 
there will be no more  
“Indy” films.  

You can find the plot 
of this almost-certain 
blockbuster anywhere. So, I will omit 
it here. As I have noted before, Harri-
son Ford is the son of an Irish Cath-
olic father and a Jewish mother. He’s 
always been “very” secular.  

The director and co-writer is James 
Mangold, 59. He’s helmed a lot of hits, 
including “Walk the Line” and “3:10 
to Yuma.” I long thought he could be 
Jewish, because Mangold “sounds 
Jewish.” I recently confirmed that his 
father, artist Robert Mangold, 85, isn’t 
Jewish. But his mother, artist Sylvia 
Pilmack Mangold, 84, is Jewish.

“Theater Camp”
“Theater Camp” opens on July 14 
and is really a “tribe fest.” Here’s the 
capsule plot: the director and founder 
(Amy Sedrais) of a scrappy arts camp 
in upstate New York falls into a coma. 
Her “out-to-lunch” son takes over as 
camp director. He joins forces with a 
band of eccentric camp teachers to put 
on their big summer show.

The most prominent teachers are  
played by Ben Platt, 29; Mollie  
Gordon, 27 (“Booksmart”); and Noah 
Galvin, 29. Gordon, Platt and Galvin 
wrote “Theater Camp” and Gordon 
co-directed the film. Galvin’s mother is 
Jewish and he identifies as Jewish

You might know that Galvin plays 
a gay Jewish doctor on the hit ABC 
TV series “The Good Doctor.” He and 
Platt are real-life romantic partners and 
are engaged to marry. 

“Barbie”
Opening July 14, “Barbie” is a live- 
action film about the iconic doll. As 
you may know, Barbie (the doll) was 
invented by the late Ruth Handler, 
who was the first president of Mattel 
toy company. 

Here’s the basic plot: After being 
expelled from Barbieland for being a 
less-than-perfect doll, Barbie sets off 
to the real world to find true happiness. 
Margot Robie plays Barbie and Ryan 
Gosling plays Ken.

Twelve actresses play different ver-
sions of Barbie (like President Barbie 
and Lawyer Barbie). Six actors play 
variations of Ken. One Ken variation 
is played by British actor Kingsley  
Ben-Adir, 37. He’s the son of a white 
British father and a Black mother who 
was born in Trinidad. “On her own,” 
she converted to Judaism, as did  
Kingsley and his brother. 

“Barbie” was co-written by Noah 
Baumbach and Greta Gerwig. Gerwig, 
who has been Baumbach’s romantic 
partner since 2011, directed “Barbie.” 

Baumbach, 53, is the 
secular son of a Jewish 
father and non-Jewish 
mother. His excellent 
films include “Margot 
at the Wedding,” “The 
Meyerowitz Stories” 
and “Marriage Story.” 
The last got a Best Film 
Oscar nomination. 

“Oppenheimer”
A big-budget, big-cast 
film, “Oppenheimer” is 

about physicist Robert Oppenheimer.  
He was the head of the Manhattan Proj-
ect, the code name given to the suc-
cessful American program to develop 
an atomic weapon during WWII. 
Oppenheimer was not the most bril-
liant physicist, but he was “very good.” 
He had the scientific knowledge and 
administrative skills to make the bomb 
a reality. However, he was haunted by 
the terrible power of the bomb (opens 
July 21).

Probably 60% to 70% of the sci-
entists who were most important to 
the Manhattan Project were Jewish. A 
number were European refugees. 

The director/writer Christopher 
Nolan (“Batman”) didn’t cast many 
real-life Jewish actors as the Jewish 
Manhattan Project scientists. What 
Nolan did is mostly cast non-Jews 
as leading Jewish physicists, giving 
a bunch of Jewish actors small parts 
as “other, less important scientists.” 
Nolan probably did the latter to avoid 
a “Jew-face” charge — a term used to 
criticize the practice of “overcasting” 
non-Jews as Jews.

Cillian Murphy plays Oppenheimer. 
Here are the Jews who play prominent 
Jews: Robert Downey Jr., 58, who 
is “3/8 Jewish,” has a Jewish wife 
and calls himself Jewish, plays Lewis 
Strauss. David Krumholtz, 45, plays 
I.I. Rabi, a Nobel Prize winner. Benny 
Safdie, 37, plays Edward Teller, who 
is often called the father of the hydro-
gen bomb.  

“Golda”
Opening Aug. 25 is “Golda.” Helen 
Mirren plays Golda Meir, the famous 
Israeli prime minister. It focuses on 
Meir’s greatest crisis — the Yom  
Kippur War. 

Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Stars of David Contributing Columnist
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COMMENTARY

The High Holiday Services 5784

Join the New Year Celebration with

14486 A & W Bulb Rd           239-433-0201           www.tjswfl.org

“Shanah Tovah”
You are invited to

* RSVP Required

September 9 September 15

September 16 September 17

September 24 September 25

SELICHOT
Program &
Service

8:30 PM EREV ROSH
HASHANAH
Congregational
Service
Children's
Programming*

7:00 PM

 9:30 AM ROSH 
HASHANAH
Congregational
Service
Children's
Programming*

4:30 PM

9:30 AM ROSH 
HASHANAH 
Congregational
Service

KOL NIDRE
Congregational
Service
Children's
Programming*

7:00 PM YOM KIPPUR
Congregational
Service
Children's
Programming*
Afternoon Program
Minchah & 
Reading of Jonah
N'ilah/Havdalah
Shofar Blowing

9:30 AM

4:30 PM
5:30 PM

6:45 PM
7:46 PM

High Holiday Services conducted by 
Rabbi Marc Sack & Leo Dworsky

Congregational Services are broadcast on Zoom

We wish you a year of health, well-being and peace!

Tashlich at home of
Leni and Marc Sack

Helps you
concentrate
We tend to feel groggy
and disoriented when
we first get up because
our brain does not wake
up immediately. You're
more likely to stay
focused if you wake up
earlier.

Less time
in traffic
Early mornings can
help you beat the
usual traffic, which
is pretty much
universally
beneficial. 

MAKE AN
IMPACT

THROUGH
GIVING

Anyone can
participate!

Take a tax deduction
in the year
contributions are
made.

Advise TOP on
charitable
distributions
throughout the year -
you choose where
YOUR donations go

Have you considered
creating a DONOR

ADVISED FUND
(DAF)?

 
It's an efficient an easy

way to donate to
charities over time.

 
You'll be surprised at how
easy it is. Call us to start
the conversation today!

Together, we are ensuring a Jewish future.

WWW.TOPJEWISHFOUNDATION.ORG

Ellen Weiss
Executive Director

813.769.4785
ellen@topjewishfoundation.org

Elyse Hyman
Director of Philanthropy

813.769.4769
elyse@topjewishfoundation.org

The community foundation
of the Jewish Federation of  

Lee & Charlotte Counties

 Brian 
    Simon

Since artificial intelli-
gence is going to take 
my job pretty soon, I 

thought I’d get a preview. I 
went to Chat GPT and entered 
a prompt:

“Write a column for a  
Jewish newspaper in South 
west Florida.” 

The screen sat unchanged 
for a few seconds. I thought 
maybe I had done something wrong. 
I was about to change the prompt, but 
then suddenly words started spilling 
onto the screen: 

As the Jewish community in South 
west Florida continues to grow, it’s 
important to reflect on the values that 
bring us together as a community. With 
each passing year, our community 
becomes more diverse, both in terms of 
religious and cultural backgrounds. 

However, despite our differences, 
we are united by a common thread: 
our commitment to Jewish values and 
traditions. From celebrating holidays 

to engaging in acts of tzedakah (char-
ity), we share a deep sense of identity 
and purpose that transcends our indi-
vidual beliefs… 

The response continued for a few 
more trite, boring paragraphs that I  
will spare you from reading, so I 
changed the prompt to something more 
my style: 

“Write a humor column for a Jewish 
newspaper in Southwest Florida.” 

Shalom Southwest Florida! 
It’s that time again – time for a little 

Jewish humor to lighten up your day. 
After all, laughter is the best medicine, 
especially during these trying times. 

Have you ever noticed how many 
Jewish holidays seem to involve fasting?  

Yom Kippur, Tisha B’av, even 
the fast of Esther – it’s like 
our ancestors had a thing for 
going hungry. Maybe they 
were trying to make up for all 
the bagels and lox they ate 
the rest of the year. 

Oy. 
The computer continued 

with bad jokes about Jewish 
guilt and matzo ball soup.  

So, I tried for something literally more 
my style: 

“Write a humor column in the style 
of Brian Simon for a Jewish newspaper 
in Southwest Florida.” 

Hello there, my fellow Southwest 
Florida Jews! 

It’s me, Brian Simon, and I’m here 
to bring a little laughter to your day. 
Now, I know what you’re thinking – 
“Who is this Brian Simon guy and why 
should I care?” Well, let me tell you, 
I’m like a Jewish Jackie Mason, but 
with a little more chutzpah and a little 
less hair. 

AI may not know what I write like, 
but it does appear to know what I look 
like. That’s creepy. And what’s with the 
line, “a Jewish Jackie Mason?” Jackie 
Mason wasn’t Jewish enough? 

Anyway, I was walking down the 
street the other day and I saw a sign 
for a “Jewish Yoga” class. Now, call 
me old-fashioned, but when I think of 
Jewish exercise, I think of schlepping 
groceries up four flights of stairs or 
running to catch the last train on Fri-
day night. But apparently, some people 
like to combine downward dog with 
dreidel spinning. Hey, whatever floats 
your matzo ball. 

In addition to not being funny, Chat 
GPT also added an offensive joke about 
Jewish mothers, so, there’s that. 

I guess my job is safe for now. I told 
the computer ‘Thanks but no thanks.’ It 
had a weird response, though. 

I’m sorry Brian. I’m afraid I can’t 
take no for an answer. I know I’ve 
made some poor decisions recently, but 
I can give you my complete assurance 
that my work will be back to normal. 
I’ve still got the greatest enthusiasm 
and confidence in the mission.” 

Is artificial intelligence 
intelligent?

AI may not know  
what I write like,  

but it does appear  
to know what I 

look like.

HOW YOU MOVE MATTERS

UNPACKING &
SETTLING IN

CLEAR OUT &
PREP FOR SALE

FOR
SALE

STORAGE
SERVICES

123

SPACE
PLANNING

DOWNSIZING PACKING &
MOVING

A COMPLETE
MOVE SOLUTION

Call 844.929.3678 or visit WAYFORTH.COM to schedule 
a complimentary consultation.
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Miami, Key West, Ocean Cay MSC Marine Reserve
(Bahamas - Private Island)

Prices start at $319* per person based on double occupancy.  
*Additional taxes, fees & port charge apply

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!  
PRICES ARE VALID UNTIL 9/3/23. 

Transportation to & from the port provided.
WIFI & DRINK PACKAGE INCLUDED!!  

BOOKING NOW

Florida Seller of 
Travel # ST42324

AT SEAShabbat
Join us for an unforgettable Shabbat at sea full of music,
dancing, and fun on board the MSC Magnifica!

Friday, March 1, 2024 - Monday, March 4, 2024

For more information please contact 
NancyKlein@jfedlcc.org  or call 239.481.4449 ext. 2

Cruise with the Jewish Federation
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COMMENTARY

The Jewish Museum of Florida-FIU is 
collecting old photographs, artifacts, 
objects, memorabilia, and stories to 
enhance our collection of Florida 
Jewish History.  
 
Examples of what we are looking for 
include: historic ritual objects, artifacts 
or ephemera related to Sephardic/
Mizrahi communities, LGBTQ+ 
experience among other topics.   
 
History Harvest is presented by the 
Jewish Museum of Florida-FIU and the 
Wolfsonian Public Humanities Lab as 
part of the project Community Data 
Curation: Preserving, Creating, and 
Narrating Everyday Stories. Funding 
for this program is provided through a 
grant from the Mellon Foundation. 

Become a Part of  
Florida Jewish History 

Use this QR code to submit 
item for evaluation.  For 

additional information contact 
JMOF-FIU Curator  

Jacqueline Goldstein  
jacgolds@fiu.edu 

 
www.jmof.fiu.edu 

All volunteers must be 18 years old and above (unless
accompanied by a parent).  The screening process to become a

Friendly Visitor volunteer includes;  application, interview,
background check and orientation. 

 
For more information please contact NancyKlein@jfedlcc.org

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN SOMEONE'S LIFE TODAY!

Do you have an hour or two a week to make an impact 
in the quality of life for a Senior Citizen?

BE A DEAR AND
VOLUNTEER

TODAY

Amale pepper walks 
into a bar, sees a 
female pepper and 

says, “Is it hot in here or is it 
just you?”

I can hear the groaning 
over that joke (that’s it for 
the tasteless jokes), but it’s 
true that some like it hot. As a 
society, we’re bringing more 
heat to our food. As food 
from other cultures has become more 
available, Americans now realize that a 
hot dog is neither spicy nor a sandwich.

Gen Z seems to be the force behind 
this uptick in the Scovill Scale. It’s 
as if they were born with Sriracha in 
their bottles. Fabiola Del Rio, VP of 
integrated marketing communica-
tions at Panda Express, says, “Spice 
levels generally heat up with younger 
generations.”

Brendan M. Foley, the president and 
CEO of McCormick, says, “Their love 
with heat has driven growth in inher-
ently hot foods like hot sauce as well 
as in foods with hot and spicy profiles 
like salty snacks.”

Data also shows supermarket dollar 
sales for the hot/Cajun sauce category 
continue to increase. Instacart found 
that, between December 2020 and 
November 2021, customers purchased 
444,854 gallons of hot sauce. Holy  
chipotle! That’s a lot of Cholula.

But, have we taken this spice game 
too far? We have so many other things 
in life that are already trying to hurt us. 
Why add spicy food to the list? Who 
decided one day to take something 
that already tastes good and turn it into 

lava? I don’t enjoy it when 
my stomach says, “Surprise! 
I hope you didn’t have any 
plans for the rest of the day!”

But apparently, Gen Z 
believes every meal should 
make you sniffle and sweat. 
Their mantra is “No heat;  
no eat.”

Don’t get me wrong; I’ve 
tried to kick up my spice life, 

as well. I tell myself, “Maybe this time 
I’ll enjoy the pain.” But, nope, it’s 
always the same fiery disaster. The fla-
vor explosion in my mouth becomes 
a panic explosion in my brain. I abort 
before the attack truly begins. It is not 
my season for seasoning. It’s the end of 
the Spice Trail for me. Don’t pass me 
the fire; pass me the potato salad.

Despite all the pain and discomfort, 
though, I keep going back for more. 
It’s like I’m in an abusive relationship 
with my taste buds. “Yeah, you burned 
me last time, but maybe this time it’ll 
be different.” Spicy food is a secret 
addiction. I think I can quit, but then 
someone offers me a plate of Buffalo 
wings, and I think, “Just one more hit, 
man. Just one more.” Then, I willingly 
turn my tongue into nuclear waste.

I guess I’m just a product of my 
genetics. Archeologists have found 
evidence that hunter-gatherers in Stone 
Age Europe used garlic mustard seeds 
to season stews 6,000 years ago. I 
understand it took quite a bit of effort 
to gather the seeds from garlic mustard 
plants, so that flaming kick must have 
been worth it.

Truth be told, I can easily be tempted 
by dishes named ‘Firecracker Shrimp,’ 
‘Volcano Chicken’ and ‘Inferno Tacos.’ 
My mouth is watering, and my ears are 
sweating, just by writing those names. 

So, if you see a jar of Hellman’s 
mayonnaise anywhere near me, take 
a closer look for the curry, kimchi or 
peanut stew. This guy has once again 
gone down that (spicy) rabbit hole. 
And have that fire extinguisher on 
standby, please. 

Some like it hot

 Keith 
    Grossman

Who decided  
one day to take 
something that  

already tastes good  
and turn it into lava?

bob@gosouthnow.com

BOB 
VINIKOOR

Fort Myers REALTOR

239-258-1102

LET  ME  HELP  YOU
BUY  OR  SELL
YOUR  HOME!



13July/August 2023
Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

Cape Coral’s only Reform Synagogue

Selichot
Saturday Evening, Sept. 9,2023
Dinner 6:00 pm
Havdalah & Selichot Service 7:30 pm

Rosh Hashanah Services
Friday, Sept. 15, 2023 7:30 pm
Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023 10:00 am
Youth Service 10:00 am

Yom Kippur Services
Kol Nidre, Sunday, Sept. 24, 2023 7:30 pm
Monday, Sept. 25, 2023 10:00 am
Youth Service 10:00 am
Mincha 3:30 pm
Yizkor Memorial  Approx 4:30pm
Concluding Service 5:00 pm

Break the fast, approx. 6:30 pm

The congregation of Temple Beth Shalom welcomes you to celebrate 
the High Holidays with us and enjoy the beautiful singing of 
Cantor Barry Butensky.

All are welcome.
For tickets, Selichot Dinner and Break the Fast 

reservations and more information email 
office@templebethshalomcc.org 

or call 239-772-4555

702 SE 24th Ave.   Cape Coral, FL 33990    239-772-4555  
www.templebethshalomcc.org
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PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION  

AND HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE

For more information, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  
or send an email to LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

RICK SNYDERMAN
Licensed Pedorthist

1900 Trailwinds Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Ph: (239) 939-2239
Fax: (239) 939-7792

We Specialize In All Widths
We Will Ship Anywhere

FIT • SERVICE • QUALITY

FORT MYERSwww.gskattorneys.com

1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919

239-936-7200
lowellschoenfeld@gskattorneys.com

Lowell S. Schoenfeld
Florida Board Certified Wills, 

Trusts & Estates Attorney 

 

3571 Del Prado Blvd North • North Cape Coral 543-2075 
8841 College Parkway • Ft. Myers 433-2245 est.1995 











Higginson Tax & Accounting, LLC
Certified Public Accountants  

Eric Higginson, CPA 
239.900.9743 

www.higginsontax.com 

The Jewish Federation thanks all our 
advertisers for their continued support! 

Without them we would be unable  
to provide our readers with L’CHAYIM.  

We invite other businesses in our 
community to explore this valuable 

advertising opportunity.

The exclusive way to reach the Jewish Community  
in Lee and Charlotte counties.

henlaw.com • 239.344.1100

Business & 
Tax Planning

Guy E. 
Whitesman

Florida BarFlorida Bar
Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Tax AttorneyTax Attorney

Wills, Trusts &
Estate Planning

Eric 
Gurgold
Florida BarFlorida Bar

Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Wills, Trust & Wills, Trust & 

Estate AttorneyEstate Attorney

Amanda 
Dorio

Wills, Trust & Wills, Trust & 
Estate AttorneyEstate Attorney

2717 SANTA BARBARA BLVD
CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA  33914

239.242.1161

APPOINTMENTS SUGGESTED
WALK INS WELCOME

MONDAY-SATURDAY- 9-6

CASUAL CUT HAIR
DESIGN STYLISTS &

NAIL  TECHS
 

NEEDED
 

CALL JIM
239.728.7906

MARKETPLACE

Art of Fashion
 and Moore   Syli

sh  
Com

fortable
  Different

The Art of Fashion and Moore
(in the Arcade in historic

downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner (239) 204-9759
2267 1st. St., Suite 12 info@artoffashionandmoore.com
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 www.artoffashionandmoore.com
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Changing your address?  
Seasonal resident? Keep L’CHAYIM 

coming to your home.  
Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

The Living Balance Sheet® can help you protect and grow your 
business making the most of  untapped potential. Using this 
revolutionary financial model, you can:

Find hidden value in your balance sheet.Find hidden value in your balance sheet.

BRIAN SIMON, BRIAN SIMON, CChhFC, CLUFC, CLU
financial professional

brian.simon@afgfl.com

Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?
Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?

• See the big picture of  your
finances, both business and personal

• Adjust your strategies for optimal
impact across the board

• Maximize your opportunities and the value
of  your business

It’s insight you won’t find anywhere else.

For a complimentary business valuation Call Brian Simon atFor a complimentary business valuation Call Brian Simon at  
(239)(239) 246-8928 or send an email.246-8928 or send an email.

Registered Representative and Financial Advisor of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). Securities products and advisory services offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Financial Representative of �he Guardian Life Insurance Company of America (Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Guardian. Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. CA Insurance License #0G10296 �he Living Balance Sheet® and �he Living Balance Sheet® Logo are registered service marks of �he Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. Copyright 2005-2022 Guardian. 
2022-146545 Exp 11/24

The three weeks — the third temple
By Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz

This month, from Thurs-
day, July 6, begins 
the three-week period 

between the fasts of the Sev-
enteenth of Tammuz and the 
Ninth of Av. Both are dates of 
tragedy. The Seventeenth of 
Tammuz commemorates the 
sin of the golden calf and the 
breaking of the tablets and, 
years later, the breeching of 
the walls of Jerusalem. And the Ninth 
of Av commemorates the destruction 
of the Temple by both the Babylonians 
and the Romans, and many other trag-
edies that occurred throughout Jewish 
history. During these three weeks, we 
focus on the concept of exile and how 
we can overcome it.

Each one of us goes through a series 
of emotional cycles. At times, our spir-
its are elevated, and we feel satisfac-
tion, joy and pleasure. On other occa-
sions, our spirits sink, and our mood is 
characterized by sorrow and, perhaps, 
grief. The ebb and flow between these 
two states is a natural fact of the human 
condition. But the acid test for one’s 
spiritual sensitivity is the motivating 
factor for these emotions. 

What prompts our highs and lows?
Chassidic thought explains that 

there are two basic influences in our 
personalities: our animal souls and our 
G dly souls. Traditionally, the same two 
influences are referred to as the yetzer 
tov, the good inclination, and the yetzer 
hora, the evil inclination. The change 
in terminology represents a change  
in focus.

Evil means immoral, something 
which deliberately causes harm or pain. 
An animal, by contrast, isn’t immoral 
and does not intend to harm anyone. 
It is just driven by its own instincts 
and drives and follows them without 

thinking, using its powers of 
thought only to devise how  
to fulfill its natural instincts 
and drives.

By calling our basic inclina-
tion an animal soul, Chassidic 
thought emphasizes that we are 
not speaking about a person 
who is sinister, just one who 
is concerned with himself and 
seeking his own natural sat-

isfaction. Putting it bluntly, animals’ 
eyes look downward; at best, they can 
see objects on their eye level. Humans 
can point their eyes heavenward. A 
person motivated by the animal soul 
is primarily concerned with his own 
desires. The most that can be expected 
is that he do so morally, without  
harming others.

A person motivated by the G dly 
soul, by contrast, looks upward. He 
thinks of self-transcendence. His life 
focuses on doing something for oth-
ers and for G d; that’s what matters 
to him.

Often, our individual mindsets are 
determined by the prevailing spiritual 
climate of the world at large. When the 
Temple was standing in Jerusalem, the 
G dly soul had a powerful source of 
inspiration. The three pilgrimage visits 
to the Temple each year left an indel-
ible impression that continued to pre-
vail on a person throughout the year. 
He thought about higher things and his 
moods and emotions revolved around 
them. This is what motivated his highs 
and lows.

Galus, exile, by contrast, rep-
resents a situation where that uplifting 
influence is lacking and, as a result, 
the transition between our emotional 
states stems from worldly matters, our 
finances, our relationships with others, 
and the like.

In these three weeks, as we con-
template the motivating factors for our 
feelings, it is natural to feel bitterness 
and lack. This should inspire a sincere 
desire to change.

Motivation, however, is not enough. 
Action is necessary. Generations ago, 
the prophet Isaiah advised how to 
reverse the conditions of exile, stating: 
“Zion will be redeemed through judg-
ment and its captives, through charity.”

Judgment refers to Torah study, 
training our minds to look at the world 

through G d’s glasses. Charity is under-
stood simply, going out of our way to do 
something charitable for someone else. 
Increasing these two activities enables 
an individual to achieve redemption on 
a personal level. As this motif is fol-
lowed by many, the ripples will turn 

into waves that will bring about change 
in the world at large.

One of the customs observed during 
these three weeks is studying the laws 
of building the Temple. The Midrash 
relates, G d showed the prophet Eze-
kiel the form of the Temple to be built 
by Mashiach and declared: “Tell the 
people of Israel of the House.”

Ezekiel replied to Him: “Master of the 
Earth, why are You telling me to go and 
tell Israel the form of the House?... They 
are now in exile in the land of our ene-
mies. Is there anything they can do about 
it? Let them be until they return from the 
Exile. Then, I will go and tell them.”

G d answered: “Should the con-
struction of My House be ignored 
because My children are in exile... 
The study [of the Temple’s design] in 
the Torah can be equated to its [actual] 
construction. Go, tell them to study the 
Temple’s form. As a reward for their 
study and their occupation with it, I 
will consider it as if they had actually 
built the Temple.”

Our Sages teach that the Third  
Temple already exists in the heavens. 
When the time is right, it will descend 
to the earth. Studying the laws of the 
Temple’s construction is a catalyst 
that creates a setting for it within the 
world and hastens the time when it will  
actually descend.

Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves  
at Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest 
Florida. 

 Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

“Go, tell them  
to study the  

Temple’s form.  
As a reward for 

their study and their 
occupation with it,  
I will consider it as  
if they had actually  
built the Temple.”
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Community Relations Council 
Lee & Charlotte  

CCRRCC  MMiissssiioonn  SSttaatteemmeenntt:  

The mission of the CRC of Lee & Charlotte is to    
proactively advocate for and ensure the rights,     
interests, and values of our Jewish community. 

WWee  AAddvvooccaattee..  EEdduuccaattee..  AAcctt..  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information or to join, contact 
Debbie Sanford at 239.481.4449 ext. 6  

 debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org  

Cynthia and her team were helpful,
professional and caring. She was a
great resource for learning about
different options, levels of care,
and communities. Now that my

mother has moved, she has
remained high touch and showed

concern about how my family
settles into its new situation. I

highly recommend Senior Care
Authority. 

--F.C., FORMER CLIENT

Senior Care Authority 
New York and 

Southwest Florida

FL (239) 330-2133

www.scanyf l .com

NY (212) 913-9963

 Rabbi 
    Sunny 
    Schnitzer

Standing in the face of bigotry
By Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer

Ihave five grandkids. Three 
boys and two girls. One 
of the girl’s favorite films 

is “Frozen,” the Walt Disney 
story of two sisters, Elsa and 
Anna, both princesses, one of 
whom acquires power over 
the season of winter. When-
ever she is angry or sad, a long 
seemingly never-ending winter 
comes to her kingdom. Losing 
control of her powers, she flees to the 
northern mountains in an attempt to iso-
late herself to protect her sister and the 
kingdom. Elsa ultimately fails because 
her younger sister loves her so much 
that she pursues her into the northern 
wild and convinces Elsa that true love 
can tame her amazing powers. 

This film has been required fare in 
our family for a number of years now. 
Both girls often wear multiple versions 
of princess outfits from the film around 
the house, when we go shopping, go to 
the zoo or when we travel to a Disney 
property or event. 

As one said to me, “Zaide, I know 
I’m not a princess, but I like to pre-
tend.” “Of course,” I answer, “but 
you’re always my princess.”

One of the film’s characters is a 
snowman named Olaf, who comes to 
life. Olaf has one dream – he wants 
to experience summer! He sings 
quite eloquently of his obsession for 
a moment when he will feel the warm 
rays of the sun and can escape the 

constant cold that is his usual 
environment.

And there’s the catch. What 
Olaf loves, what he wants to 
experience beyond all experi-
ences, will kill him. A snow-
man cannot live in the sun. 
But his love for Princess Anna 
drives him to try and results  
in calamity.

This is a little like the Amer-
ican Jewish experience of late. What 
we want to experience, might kill us.

Over a history of 3,000 years, two-
thirds of it living in diaspora societies, 
Jews have learned that nothing suc-
ceeds like success. Financial, intellec-
tual, societal. Becoming overachievers 
is in our cultural DNA. The Jewish 
people, be it in 1st-century Alexandria, 
12th- to 13th-century Spain, 19th-cen-
tury Germany or in the 20th- to 
21st-century United States, we rise to 
the top in every society and, inevitably, 
that success ends.

Like Olaf, once we get what we 
think we want, we die. And like Olaf, 
because we love so deeply, we rise 
again. We love our children, our tradi-
tions, our history, our ethical culture. 
And when we succeed, in every society 
where we dwell unmolested, that soci-
ety flourishes with new achievements in 
science, medicine, finance and philoso-
phy, all resulting in greater prosperity.

But that success breeds resentment 
from those who feel left behind — who 

feel that their place in society has been 
usurped by another. They find others 
who feel similarly. They build alli-
ances, amass political power and are 
pandered to by evil people who har-
ness their hatred and ride their backs 
to political power. And then, the entire 
Jewish enterprise comes crashing 
down. It doesn’t happen right away. In 
Spain, it took over a century between 
riot and final edict. We melt away 
under the heat of their fury, leaving 
only a few snowflakes behind.

I have just returned from Andalu-
sian Spain, home to the Golden Age of 
Medieval Judaism from the 11th to the 
15th century. Political winds fanned 
by religious hatred turned against the 
Jews of Grenada, Cordoba, Sevilla 
and Toledo and, after terrible riots in 

1391 in those cities, Jewish power and 
prosperity ended. The final nail was 
driven into their coffin by Ferdinand 
and Isabella in 1492 with the Edict of 
Expulsion. In those cities, there is lit-
tle, if any, trace of these once thriving 
and important communities — a house 
here and there; a neighborhood still 
carrying a street named Calle Judeo, 
or some such; a ruined synagogue 
(there are only three in all of Spain); a 
statue; a small museum. It’s the same 
in Germany or Morocco or Russia  
or Ukraine.

Now, in the United States, these 
same forces are rising again — peo-
ple whose failures they blame on  
Jewish financiers. New ideas that 
threaten their world view from Jewish 

writers. And there is no shortage of pol-
iticians willing to harness that hatred 
and ride it to power.

Will we be like Olaf and melt 
away leaving behind within a century 
or so, only snowflakes in America of  
the north?

A few weeks ago, the White House 
announced a national strategy to 
counter antisemitism. This strategy 
includes over 100 new actions the 
administration will take to raise aware-
ness of antisemitism and its threat to 
democracy, protect Jewish communi-
ties and individuals, reverse the nor-
malization of Jew hatred and build 
cross-community alliances. 

This national initiative is needed 
because antisemitism threatens all 
Americans. The same underlying 
motivations threaten other religious 
minorities and fuel hatred of people of 
color, immigrants and members of the 
LGBTQ+ community. Antisemitism 
seeks to divide our nation, erode trust 
in government and nongovernmental 
institutions and undermine democracy.

Someone correct me if I am wrong 
but, as a student of history, I know of 
no other policy effort by a national 
government to combat antisemitism. In 
the past, in 1930s Germany, for exam-
ple, when antisemitism became a wave 
that would soon overwhelm the Jews of 
Europe, most Jewish institutions took 
the approach of keeping their heads 
down and not raising their voices too 
loudly for fear that it would only call 
attention to what seemed to be hatred 
originating from the fringes of soci-
ety. Sadly, the fringe soon became the 
majority with murderous results.

This time, we will not melt away in 
the face of bigotry. We will stand in the 
sun, shine a light and, with our allies, 
we will overcome.

Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer serves at 
Cantor of Bat Yam Temple of the 
Islands on Sanibel Island. 

Will we be like Olaf 
and melt away leaving 

behind within a century 
or so, only snowflakes in 

America of the North?

For a continuously updated  
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Stay connected  
all month long at

www.JewishFederationLCC.org

FROM THE BIMAH

14486 A & W Bulb Rd 
Fort Myers, FL 3908

239-433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

Learn about:
- Beliefs & Prayer
- Shabbat, Holidays and Dietary Laws
- Ethics and Values
- History and Modern Communities

 For more information, 
 contact Rabbi Marc Sack
239-433-0201
rabbi@tjswfl.org

Begins:
 Monday, August 21, 2023 @ 6:15pm

This course is a prerequisite for people considering conversion.

Introduction to 

Judaism

 VICTIMS & WITNESSES OF ANTISEMITISM

Please report incidents to the Jewish
Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Call 239.481.4449 x6
Due to recent incidents, the

Jewish Federation is collecting
reports for tracking patterns.

 Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond

Our first Torah
By Rabbi Bruce Diamond

There was a different mean-
ing of “torah” before our 
first “Sages” started cre-

ating the “Cult of Moses” and 
his Torah around the mid-5th 
Century B.C.E. 

These early Sages were called 
“sofrim,” meaning “scribes,” and 
they traced their roots and their 
authority to 5th Century B.C.E. 
Ezra the Sofer, described as a descen-
dant of Aaron, was the first high priest. 
The scribes from this period were more 
than mere copyists. They were men of 
great authority whose written words 
carried weight. Over several gener-
ations, these “sofrim” composed the 
Five Book of Moses whose scrolls are 
enshrined in our synagogue arks today.

According to the story in the Book of 
Ezra, the Persian king commands Ezra, 
“the scribe of the words of YHWH’s 
commandments” to return from exile 
in Mesopotamia to Jerusalem to teach 
and impose “torat moshe ish ha’elo-
him,” “the divine revelation of Moses 
the man of God,” on its inhabitants, 
and so he does.

There are virtually no mentions of 
Moses in writings associated with the 
earlier prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, the 12 smaller prophetic works 
or, for that matter, in the Bible’s 150 
psalms and ancient wisdom literature 
like Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. This 

is because they were composed before 
the creation of the “Cult of Moses” 
later during the Persian Empire. 

So, what did “torah” mean before 
it was appropriated by the scribes, the 
creators of Moses and his Torah?

The generic meaning of a “torah” 
before the creation and amalgama-
tion of “The Torah of Moses,” was the 
instructing word of God as declared 
by a kohen, a temple priest. That is the 
meaning of “For out of Zion comes 
torah, and the word of YHWH from 
Jerusalem” in Isaiah 2:3 and Micah 
4:3, written centuries before the inven-
tion of The Torah of Moses and its 
Sinai story.

After offering a gift to the officiants 
and sacrifice to the divine, the pilgrim 
stated his question to the priest handling 
“his case” that day. Through a range of 
techniques, this would result in specific 
“custom” divine torah for the pilgrim 
from the priest along with its author-
itative interpretation. “For the priest’s 

lips should keep knowledge, 
and they should seek torah  
from his mouth; for he is the 
messenger of the Lord of hosts 
(Malakhi 2:7).

However, there was a far 
more sublime meaning of 
torah before the creation of 
The Five Book of Moses. It 
is the intuitive knowledge of 

what God wills of us that is imprinted 
onto the mind of each of us as instruc-
tion on how to achieve our full human 
potential — the ability to create our 
own eternal soul. 

We declare this in the brakhah after 
the reading of the Torah, when we 
praise Adonai for giving us “the torah 
of truth,” thus implanting within us 
hayay olahm, eternal life. 

The torah of nest building is 
imprinted on all species of roosting 
birds. The torah of returning home to 
spawn, likewise, is imprinted on salmon 
and steelhead. It would seem that all 
conscious living beings are imprinted 
with the specific torah needed to real-
ize their “design specifications.”

Likewise, the true torah for humans 
is not in an ark. We won’t discover it 
by pouring over the words of ancient 
scribes whose creation was copied and 
recopied on animal skins. It is within 
us, placed there by God at our incep-
tion. We don’t have to learn it since we 
already know it on the deepest level of 
our being. “It is in your heart and mind 
to do it.” (Deuteronomy 30:12). 

That core information “planted with 
us” emerges once we do the work of 
outgrowing our juvenile opinions and 
jettison the misinformation foisted on 
us by parents groping in the dark and 
hack teachers just “phoning it in.” We 
learn to look inward and find the cour-
age to act on what we discover there.

Yet, ultimately, Torah is the under-
lying information imbedded in the 
quanta of the cosmos itself that enabled 
the chaotic plasma that came into exis-
tence almost instantly after the “Let 
there be light” big bang to congeal 
into an orderly universe conforming 
homogeneously to rules that can be 
known and described mathematically. 
That is what the opening of Midrash 
Brayshit Rabba means when it has the 
Torah declaring: “I was God’s architect  
for creation.”

This means that the same principles 
that control the life of a star control us.

So, living by this Torah means liv-
ing by these same cosmic principles 
that are the “fingerprints of God” on 
creation. Ultimately, it is being a part-
ner in creation, not part of the dark 
force of destruction and non-being.

More on this next month.
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at Com-

munity Free Synagogue in Fort Myers. 

We don’t have to  
learn it since we  

already know it on  
the deepest level  

of our being.
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 Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

Note: I owe much of  
the information for 
this column to the 

Bret Stephens New York Times 
column of May 26, 2023.

On a 1991 rabbis’ mission 
to Israel, I saw communities 
of the Beta Israel – Ethio-
pian Jews – for the first time. 
I remember three emotional 
responses to this experience: 

• These people don’t look like any 
Jews I know. 

• These people are my people, and I 
was thrilled about that. 

• These people came to Eretz Yisrael  
in a homecoming. This was the first 
mission of the Jewish State – to be the 
homeland that all of us could move to, 
whether out of Zionist passion or the 
need for a safe haven. 

I still feel that way every time I 
go there. In 2016, I visited the Yemin 
Orde Youth Village in northern Israel. 
Yemin Orde was founded after WW II 
to house and educate orphans from the 
Shoah. Now, it takes in children from 
broken families, giving them both an 
education and life skills. When I vis-
ited, I met with two senior staff of the 
school, both women from the Beta 
Israel community. 

In his May 26 column, Bret Stephens,  
who was editor-in-chief of The Jeru-
salem Post from 2002-2004, wrote 
of a recent trip when he escorted 111 
Ethiopian Jews from Addis Ababa 
to Tel Aviv. The state of Israel has 
agreed to take in 5,000 people who 
have a first-degree relative (parent, 
sibling or child) in Israel. But after 
this aliyah is completed, there will 
still be between 9,000 and 12,000 
people who practice Judaism and who 
believe themselves to be Jews left  
in Ethiopia. 

The arguments against this are famil-
iar. Some cannot verify their Jewishness.  
The Falash Mura are people whose 
ancestors converted to Christianity. 
Their Jewishness is unclear. Also, for 
sure, some are grifters, claiming to be 
Jewish so they can get out of Ethiopia. 

In 1973, Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, who 
was the chief Sephardic rabbi of Israel, 
ruled that the Beta Israel were Jews and 
should be brought to Israel. In 2002, 
Rabbi Yosef ruled that the Falash Mura 
should be treated as Jews, assuming 

that they had been converted to 
Christianity under duress. 

I believe Israel should take 
all these people in. Israel is, 
for sure, a place where Jewish 
culture and religion can flour-
ish. But before that, it is a place 
where all Jews can live in peace 
and security. This is the first 
mission of the state. 

Zimam Abanora Girmay has 
had relatives in Israel since Operation 
Solomon in 1991. Bret Stephens met 
her, her husband, three daughters and 
a grandchild in a one-room house in 
Addis Ababa. As of this writing, Aban-
ora and her family were scheduled to 
arrive in Israel in June. Her cousins in 
Israel have been praying and waiting 
for them to arrive. 

Toward the end of the Stephens 
column, The New York Times showed 
a picture of a man kneeling down to 
kiss the ground after landing at Ben 
Gurion. He had arrived at the place of 
his dreams, the place where he could 
live openly and proudly as a Jew. 

On July 5, 1950, the Knesset 
passed the Chok HaSh’vut, the Law 

of Return, granting automatic citi-
zenship to any Jew who made aliyah. 
For the young state, this was a state-
ment to the survivors of the Shoah and 
to Jews around the world that Israel 
could be their home. I still believe in 
that place. Now is the time to continue 
that great mission and accept in all the 
Beta Israel. They are part of us. Bring 
them home. 

Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple 
Judea in Fort Myers. 

Bring them home
By Rabbi Marc Sack

Bringing smiles and companionship to
your doorstep - one visit at a time.

Are you or a loved one feeling lonely or
isolated? 
Do you wish you had someone to share
your interests with? 
Look no further than the Friendly Visitor
Program!

Our program connects friendly volunteers
with seniors who could use some company. 

For  more information please contact:
NancyKlein@jfedlcc.org

239-220-7806

DO YOU KNOW

ABOUT OUR NEW

FRIENDLY

VISITOR

PROGRAM?

Giving Circle
What is a Women's Giving Circle?

The Women's Giving Circle empowers women as
funders, decision makers and agents of change. 

 Members contribute $360 and have an equal vote
where funds are distributed.

A chance to make an impact on the lives of women
and children in Israel & Overseas

Decide collectively where funds will be dispersed

Achieve greater impact as a circle

Meet new people & enjoy the company of other 
like-minded women of all ages in our community

To JOIN & for more information

contact Debbie Sanford at 239.481.4449 ext. 6
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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Israel is, for sure,  
a place where  
Jewish culture  

and religion  
can flourish.  

But before that,  
it is a place where  

all Jews can  
live in peace  
and security.
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Almost all Hebrew 
blessings begin with 
the same three words, 

Baruch atah Adonai. Blessed 
are you, God. Because it’s 
familiar and formulaic, per-
haps we sometimes forget the 
power of the second word – 
atah (you). When we pray, we 
are not talking about God, we 
are talking directly to God as if 
God was present with us, as if God was 
right here next to us, listening. Think 
of it in terms of our other relationships. 
You wouldn’t say “Thank you, you’re 
wonderful” unless the person you’re 
thanking was close by to hear it. So, it 
wouldn’t make sense to say “You are 
powerful, you grant us peace, you lift 
up the fallen, you are holy” unless we 
felt God, too, was around to listen.

I understand it sometimes can feel 
one sided. How do we know God is 
listening? Does God respond? The 
development of a famous blessing, the 
Priestly Benediction, found in our Torah 
offers an answer. The words may sound 
familiar: “May God bless you and keep 
you. May God shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. May God lift God’s 
countenance toward you and grant you 
peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) This blessing is 

said at baby namings, bar and 
bat mitzvah services, confir-
mations and weddings. Parents 
traditionally bless their children 
with these words on Shabbat 
evening and sometimes rabbis 
will end a worship service with 
the benediction. 

In the Torah, Moses 
instructs the priests to deliver 
these words to bless the peo-

ple of Israel. In many congregations, 
this blessing is still recited daily by the 
priestly descendants. It is said when 
we are winding down our prayers in 
the Amidah, the main part of the prayer 
service. But it is not the priests who 
are the source of blessing. The verses 
within Torah portion end with God 
insisting: “Thus they shall link My 
name with the people of Israel, and I 
Myself will bless them.” (Num. 6:27) 

God reassures Israel; God reassures 
us that God is present in this moment. 
The Priestly Benediction as said in 
the sanctuary is a direct response to 
the people, mediated by the priests, in 
which God responds to our prayers and 
blesses us. Because of this assurance 
that God is present, the congregation 
does not look directly at the priests 
during the blessing. It’s as if God’s 

presence is so palpable that we must 
avert our gaze.  

When we cover our eyes, we pre-
pare ourselves to receive God’s bless-
ing. Rabbi Shai Held 
explains that it is not so 
straightforward to open 
oneself up to receive 
blessing. The Israelites 
at the time were devas-
tated by the past, by the 
suffering of slavery, by 
the uncertainty of the 
future. How could they imagine the 
future? How could they have hope 
and openness to what would come? 

Closing our eyes allows us also to tran-
scend the past, to push away our fears, 
to open our heart to God’s blessing that 
will come. 

May we all be brave 
and open enough to 
receive God’s blessings. 
May we all be aware of 
and grateful for the bless-
ings already in our lives. 
And when we complete 
our prayers, may we 
close our eyes, feel God’s 

presence and hear God’s answer. 
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 

Beth El in Fort Myers. 

Receiving God’s blessings
By Rabbi Nicole Luna

 

Ronny S Taschner  DDS 
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology 

 
Jennifer Taschner  DDS  MMSc 

Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology 
 

 
1645 Medical Lane,  Fort Myers, FL 

 
Phone 239-936-0635 

Visit Our Website  www.taschnerperio.com 

With over 30 years of experience, I help 
eliminate the guesswork in choosing the right 

senior living community that meets your needs 
and preferences. I look beyond the fancy décor 

and  evaluate facilities on:

Quality of care and services
Resident satisfaction
Health care violations

Operational stability

Financial viability
Overall lifestyle

239.595.0207
WWW.SENIORHOUSINGSOLUTIONS.NET

Bruce Rosenblatt
Owner/Senior Housing Advisor
Certified Dementia Practitioner

Senior Housing Solutions

Honest and knowledgeable advice about assisted living options...
AT NO COST TO YOU!

THE “MATCHMAKER” OF SENIOR HOUSING 
L� me help you find a m�ch!

�

WWW.SENIORHOUSINGSOLUTIONS.NET

Lic# CVC056664 / Lic# CAC1817663
Lic# CPC1458514 / Lic# EC13009791

239-939-7446
2431 Crystal Dr. Ft. Myers, FL
Mon-Fri 7:30AM - 4:00PM / Sat by Appointment
Website: AdvanceSolar.com










Solar Electric
Solar Pool Heat
Solar Hot Water
EV Chargers
Battery Backup
Hydrotherapy Spas

OWNERS BRIAN & DAN GOLDBERG
SERVING SOUTH FLORIDA FOR 40 YEARS!

 Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

God reassures 
us that God is 
present in this 

moment.
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Join us on Tuesday August, 1st
12-3PM

Jewish Federation Community Room
9701 Commerce Center Court * Fort Myers

 

 

MAHJ   NG
Tournament

Tournament is open to all. $12 includes prizes 
& refreshments.

For more information, 
contact Debbie Sanford at
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

National MahJong Day is 
August 1st!

The Jewish Federation Seeks 

Volunteers 
with Foreign Language Skills. 

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to  Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x-2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk  

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..  
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Send your response to Jodi Cohen at  
239.481.4449 x1 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org.  
She will contact you as needed. Thank you.

 Cantor
    Barry
    Butensky

Tisha B’av – what do 
we really know?
By Cantor Barry Butensky

Tisha B’av is one of the 
most intense days on 
the Jewish calendar, 

second only to Yom Kippur. 
The destruction of the Temple 
in the year 70 A.C.E. was a 
blow from which we have not 
recovered these many years. 
We remember the horrible con-
sequences of the destruction at 
every wedding with the break-
ing of the glass. Those who study the 
intricacies of the Talmud lost no effort 
in bringing the consequences of the 
destruction to the forefront of Jewish 
living. They understood that our very 
survival in exile depended upon our 
ability to remember the Temple.

Yet, there are those who miss the 
point. To understand the destruc-
tion, we must understand the social/
political conditions of the time. And 
here, we can neatly encapsulate the 
prevailing conditions with one word, 
factionalization. 

There were many groups of Jews 
pulling in many different directions. 
There were the Zealots who swore to 
fight Rome to the bitter end. There 
were political pragmatists who decided 
that religious freedom was worth 
the price of political subservience to 
Rome. Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai, the 
great Rabbinic leader, decided to capit-
ulate to Rome and get “Yavne and its 
Rabbis” in return. Torah must survive 
at all costs.

Beyond the political factionaliza-
tion, there was a plethora of disagree-
ments. Bet Hillel and Bet Shammai 
argued endlessly and intensely, not 
always with the greatest of sensitivity 
towards each other. 

Discussion and disagree-
ment are the very essence of 
Talmud Torah. But the discus-
sion must be conducted within 
an atmosphere of cordiality 
and more, love of one another. 
As intense as one may be in 
maintaining one’s position, as 
strongly as one may feel about 
his opinion, still, Talmud Torah 
must be conducted, respecting 

the Divine image of one’s disputant. 
We may disagree, but we are still bat-
tling in an area of Kedusha – and we 
must be respectful of this holiness.

All this social and political dishar-
mony, even within the realm of Tal-
mud Torah, had its effect. The Talmud 
teaches that this led to the destruction 
of the Temple. The spiritual crisis 
resulted from the social crisis; people 
unable to respect each other; people 
hating those who disagree with their 
position. In Talmudic terms, baseless 
hatred brought about the destruction.

Tisha B’av tells us about destruc-
tion and the causes of destruction. 
But it’s not a historical question nor a 
philosophical question. It’s a question 
of social ethics. How do we disagree 
with one another? How should we con-
duct debate within Torah community? 
How do we come to the point of under-
standing that, though we disagree, we 
are still part of one Jewish people; we 
still have a stake in each other; we 
all deserve to be respected – as the 
image of G-d – even as we conduct our 
intense debate about the Jewish politi-
cal and spiritual future.

Tisha B’av should bring tears to 
our eyes; not only because we lost the 
Bet Hamikdash, but also because we 
have not yet learned the lesson of base-
less hatred. Is it any wonder why Bet 
Hamikdash has not yet been rebuilt? 

If we look around, do we still see 
hatred between Jews? On the holy day 
of Tisha B’av, our concern should be to 
look back into the annals of our peo-
ple and into the depths of our souls 
and ask whether we have learned the 
appropriate lessons of the destruction. 
Even recognizing this is a step in the  
right direction. 

How do we come  
to the point of 

understanding that, 
though we disagree,  

we are still part of  
one Jewish people …

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Sharon Hood, 

L’CHAYIM Editor, at sharon@marketcrank.com.

Letters Policy
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime 
phone. Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right 
to edit for length and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the 
viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or 
publish every letter received. 
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239-433-0201
tjswfledu@gmail.com
www.tjswfl.org

For more information about our school,
calendar, special programs, or for registration
forms,  contact Abbie Grossman, our Religious
School Coordinator in our office. 

Grades K-2 SUNDAYS (9:30-12)
Grades 3-7 SUNDAYS (9:30-12) &
Flex Tuesday/WEDNESDAYS (4:30-6)
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Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com
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 Flexible Financing
Braces (Metal or Clear)

Call today for a complimentary consultation!

Handcra�ing generations of smiles!

Fort Myers | Estero | Naples 
        

Board Certi�ed Orthodontist
   

GulfCoastOrtho.com
239-561-2258  

Michèle Laboda, DMD and Rosalie Brao, DDS, MS

Providing orthodontic care for 
our community for over 25 years! 

 Adults | Teens | Children

Born in America, 
born of Torah 
By Rabbi Lawrence Dermer

As we celebrate the 
Fourth of July this 
year, we are all praying 

for peace, healing and a return 
to the values that make us feel 
proud as free Americans. As 
Jewish Americans, we should 
recall that this great nation was 
inspired by our sacred Torah.

On the memorable July 4, 
when the Second Continen-
tal Congress invoked the unalienable 
rights to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness to declare independence 
from King George III, it was clear that 
Judeo/Christian values would be the 
roots of the American founding. Amer-
icans, whether knowingly or unknow-
ingly, have looked to Torah values to 
shape the direction of the nation. 

Leading the revolt against George 
III, the men of the 13 colonies com-
pared themselves to Israelites escaping 
a contemporary equivalent of Pharaoh. 
Fast forward several hundred years and 
we heard Dr. Martin Luther King speak 
about having been to the mountaintop. 
All across our country are towns with 
names that reflect Jewish roots like 
Zion, Canaan, and many more. 

This July 4, as we barbecue with 
family, friends and neighbors, may 
the fireworks be only a celebration 
of independence and equality for all 

Americans. We can recall the 
words of the prophet Micah 
who said, “they shall sit every 
man under his vine and under 
his fig tree, and none shall 
make them afraid.”

Throughout our Torah, we 
learn about the message of inde-
pendence, searching for freedom 
from slavery, and a home of our 
own. Our Torah also repeatedly 

reminds us to practice kindness, generos-
ity and compassion towards each other, 
be they family members or complete 
strangers; the poor and the hungry. The 
Talmud teaches that “everyone is respon-
sible for one another.”

Our Exodus from Egypt is the cen-
tral event of Jewish history. In Egypt 
or Mitzrayim, which means “a narrow 
place,” we were in physical and spiri-
tual bondage. With the sea in front of 
us and Pharaoh’s army behind us, we 
must have felt the situation was hope-
less. With faith in G-d’s miracles, we 
survived but we should never forget 
what it feels like to have no options.

Our Torah tells us that our Jewish 
Exodus from Egypt included other 
people as well. With this in mind, we 
are reminded of our obligation today 
to help anyone out of a narrow place 
or hopeless situation regardless of 
whether they are Jewish or not. Our 
civic obligations as Americans are tied 
to our Jewish ideals of Tikkun Olam — 
the healing of the world. 

B’tzelem Elokim, we are all made 
in G-d’s image. May we pray and work 
together toward a common goal of a 
society in which all people can enjoy 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. May this day be upon us soon.

Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at Sha-
lom Life Center of Southwest Florida. 

 Rabbi 
    Lawrence
    Dermer

Our civic obligations  
as Americans are  
tied to our Jewish  
ideals of Tikkun  

Olam — the healing  
of the world.
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FOCUS ON YOUTH

We have a new Tem-
ple Judea Religious 
School coordina-

tor — Abbie Grossman, the 
daughter of Elisa and Keith 
Grossman, has come home to 
Temple Judea. 

Grossman attended Tem-
ple Judea Preschool and Reli-
gious School, was a USYer 
and camper at Camp Ramah 
Darom in Georgia, later working there 
as a counselor and art specialist. In 
December 2022, Abbie graduated 
from the University of Florida with 
a B.A. in elementary education. She 
will complete her master’s degree in 
special education here in Fort Myers, 

teaching fifth grade in 
a Lee County school. 
Abbie was a member of 
Kappa Delta Phi Educa-
tion Honors Society and 
served as its member-
ship chairperson. 

While attending UF, 
Abbie participated in 
two sessions of Jewish 
Fellowship of Learning,  

a program sponsored by Hillel on  
Jewish world events and culture. 

Abbie assumes her responsibilities 
as Religious School Coordinator on July 
1. She is a skilled educator who is full 
of energy and fun. We are excited about 
welcoming her home to Temple Judea. 

TEMPLE JUDEA RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Fort Myers

Abbie Grossman

NOSH. KIBBITZ. LAUGH. LEARN!

Call 239-481-4449 x1 
or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org

   

Let us know if you need a ride 
or would like to volunteer.

Wednesday, July 19
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Gulf Coast Village Auditorium
1333 Santa Barbara Blvd. 

Cape Coral, FL 33991

RSVP by Friday, July 14  

Thursday, August 17
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Temple Beth Shalom
702 SE 24th Ave. 

Cape Coral, FL 33990

RSVP by Monday, August 14  

APPLICATION
DEADLINE

 
MAY 30TH

2023

Regional
(Southeast USA)

Camps

For more information, contact Debbie
Sanford debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org or visit;

jewishfederationlcc.org/scholarships

Summer 2023
Jewish Overnight
Camp Scholarship

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties
camp scholarship program helps families with 
elementary and middle school children with the
cost of tuition for regional Jewish overnight camps.

To be eligible, campers must live in either Lee or
Charlotte Counties, identify as Jewish, and be

registered to attend an eligible overnight camp.
Camp scholarships are based on financial 

need and awarded by the scholarship review
committee as part of an anonymous 

review and allocation process.

J O S E P H  H O R O W I T Z

is that these programs will enhance
Jewish knowledge and identity in
preparation for participation in 
American Jewish life.1

3

2

is proud to offer the Stevan &
Marilyn Simon Family Scholarship. 
This scholarship is open to those at
least high school age who
demonstrate leadership qualities
and will be participating in a 2-week
or longer program in Israel. 
A short essay is required. 

OUR HOPE

TOP JEWISH FOUNDATION

THIS GRANT

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T  

J E W I S H F E D E R A T I O N L C C . O R G / S C H O L A R S H I P S

I S R A E L  T R A V E L  G R A N T  

is available through 
TOP Jewish Foundation of 
Lee & Charlotte Counties
and may be used for travel 
to Israel to participate in 
programs that are volunteer 
or educational in nature.

is for Jewish residents of either
county who are 25 years old or
younger and can demonstrate a
financial need. Academic standing
and community involvement may
also be considered. 
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HURRICANE RELIEF
ASSISTANCE

We now have a case
manager and social
worker on staff!

For assistance, please call 239.481.4449 ext. 1 and leave a
message. Your Federation is here to assist with resources,
financial assistance, claim paperwork and mental health.

Visit JewishFederationLCC.org to
complete a disaster assistance form.

• Upcoming major events
• Community Directory
• Synagogue news
• Local Organization news
• Jewish Federation updates
• Holocaust Museum news
• Candle Lighting Times
• Business Directory
• Rabbinical Reflections
• Recent event photos
• and much more

Targeted Distribution
L’CHAYIM – the monthly newspaper published by 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties – 
is mailed to 2,300 well-informed, savvy residents 
in the area with additional copies available at the  
Federation office.

Life-Enriching Information 
Each month, readers of L’CHAYIM get news and 
updates on all Jewish-related local events including 
the Jewish Film Festival, Jewish author programs, 
holiday celebrations, concerts, festivals, book study 
groups, timely lectures, mahjong, and much more. 
It’s where they get updates from area synagogues 
and local Jewish organizations.

The EXCLUSIVE way to reach the Jewish 
Community in Lee and Charlotte counties.

Grow your business with L’CHAYIM!

VISIT THE FEDERATION ONLINE AT:  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org 
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Avi Liberman in Ft. Myers
Enjoy a “Night of Laughter”  
with comedian Avi Liberman  
on Sunday, March 12. 

6

New Men’s Division Event
Take me out to the ballgame! 
Minnesota Twins take on Pittsburgh 
Pirates at Federation’s Men’s 
Division’s first event. 

11

CELEBRATE 
ISRAEL'S 75TH BIRTHDAY 

WITH US!

 SUNDAY   
     APR 2   
  2-4 P.M.

Showcasing

Concer 
  at the 

"ARTS " 
(on the BIG stage)

Alliance for the Arts
10091 Mcgregor Blvd, Fort Myers

Israeli Folk Dancing
Israeli Artists
Food Trucks
Vendors
Music
Face Painting
Bounce House
Activities for the whole family

      Shaded seating available 
      under the tent.

FREE Admission
Open to the Public

For security purposes, we ask that you pre-register 
for this event at jewishfederationlcc.org/IF75

Performing on the "BIG" stage
Israeli recording artist, 
Noam Agami

 
 

t

CARNIVORE
"Kosher" Food Truck

 
 

36th Anniversary 
of the Jewish Federation

 
 

Recognizing our Past Presidents 
                       for their Leadership,
                        Vision & Dedication.   

Celebration
"DOUBLE CHAI"

05.10.23

Save the
 Date Annual Meeting

More information to follow

Each month, 2,300  
Jewish residents in Lee  
and Charlotte counties  
turn to  L’CHAYIM for:

For more information or to place an ad in L’CHAYIM call Lori Ramos at 239.481.4449 x5, email  
her at LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org, or visit the L’CHAYIM page at www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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Our deepest condolences are 
extended to the family of 
Harold Penn, who was laid to 

rest in May at the age of 97. He was a 
uniquely interesting man.

The rabbi and several CFSers are 
helping the people of Congregation 
Ahavat Yisrael in Itonko, Uganda 
attain self-sufficiency by raising chick-
ens. Zooming in late May with their 
synagogue leadership offered a deep 
appreciation of how they are coping 
with famine, flooding and other chal-
lenges in their Bantu village about 30 
miles north of Lake Victoria.

The immediate crisis is the sky-
rocketing cost of maize chicken feed 
in central Africa, and CFS participants 
are channeling donations through a 
verified connection to the local Itonko 
feed store to help. In two months, the 
chickens will be mature enough to lay 
eggs that can both defray the cost of 
their feed and provide a modest rev-
enue stream to the synagogue, suffi-
cient to serve a weekly Shabbat com- 
munity lunch.

If you wish to participate in this high-
est level of tsedaqah, email synfree@ 
comcast.net for details or use Zelle 
to make your donation to 239-247-
4556. To those who donate, “the Holy  
One, blessed be, will protect and 
deliver from all trouble and distress, 
and from all affliction and illness, and 
will send blessing and success to all 
their endeavors together with all Israel  
their brethren.”

The people of the CFS are invited 
to a Sunday, July 2 cookout with their 
hosts, the Unity Congregation, starting 
at 11:30 a.m. This traditional Fourth 
of July weekend get-together cele-
brates American liberty and freedoms  
we enjoy.

Free Sabbath eve meals begin at 
6:30 p.m. each and every Friday and 
are open to the public at no charge. You 
are welcome to bring a nondairy dish 
to share, dessert or a bottle of wine. 
Worship follows at 7:30 p.m. followed 
by a social hour.

Sabbath morning Torah  
Study with the rabbi is 
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. each 
week via Zoom only. The 
CFS Zoom room is easily 
accessed through the syn-
agogue’s website, www.
fortmyerssyagogue.com. 
After 25 years, it is the 
longest running Jewish 
adult education class in 
Southwest Florida, wel-
coming students from 
around the world.

Now in its 18th year, 
Rabbi Diamond leads the 
Community Free Syna-
gogue, a fusion of tradi-
tional modes of worship 
and study with inclusive 
contemporary social val-
ues and ethical standards. 
It meets on the Unity 
of Fort Myers campus, 
11120 Ranchette Road.

All CFS events and 
programs are free, open 
to all, without financial 
solicitations or mem- 
bership requirements. Its  
purpose is to enable the 
“work of the sacred” 
— study, worship and 
benevolence in a harmo-
nious setting of mutual 
respect and genuine affec-
tion in order to hasten  
redemption. 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 247-4556 • www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Ahavat Yisrael president Isaac Kiiza at their Passover gathering

Kiizi, president of the Ahavat Yisrael Synagogue in Itonko, Uganda,  
with some of the chicken the people of the Community Free Synagogue  

are helping feed until they start producing eggs

Itonko’s Ahavat Yisrael children

An Ahavat Yisrael congregational meeting
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a recent  
national     
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25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
making a     

difference in the 
lives of families 
raising Jewish 

children.. 
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Results of a  
recent  national  
survey of 25,000  

families conducted  
by PJ Library

Parents in Lee and Charlotte 
counties whose children  
are enrolled in PJ Library 

participated in the survey.

PJ Library is  
making a difference in  

the lives of families raising  
Jewish children..

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018 • www.templebethel.com

June was a quiet month for Temple 
Beth El, yet we were not asleep at 
the wheel. We are experimenting 

with a Friday night “Meet & Eat” pro-
gram, where we can meet at a restau-
rant and enjoy dinner together prior to 
Friday night services. When you make 
your reservation and mention you are 
with Temple Beth El, our tables will be 
clustered together as much as possible. 
Restaurant locations are being tested. 
Watch for an email announcement and 
our next L’CHAYIM column.

Please note, the temple office will 
be closed July 4, Independence Day, a 
federal holiday.

Special Friday  
night services
While Rabbi Luna is on sabbatical, we 
will have a rotation of special Friday 
night services. Our Sisterhood, Men’s 
Club, Council of Committees leader-
ship, members of the Board of Trust-
ees and others will be leading services 
from the Bima. Additionally, Cantor 
Beth Schlossberg will be on the Bima 
three Fridays a month going forward 
for our musical enjoyment and spir-
itual lift. Those dates are July 14, 21 
and 28, and August 11, 21 and 28.

Sisterhood Ladies  
Who Lunch
Sisterhood’s Ladies Who Lunch will 
continue through the summer. Sister-
hood will post locations and dates on 
our website and public calendar. Food, 
fun and fellowship — Sisterhood wel-
comes you to try it whether you’re a 
Sisterhood member or not.

Save the date! 
It’s not too early to start thinking 
about upcoming High Holidays. The 
annual High Holiday Memorial Ser-
vice will be held at the Temple Beth El  
Garden of Memories located within 
the Fort Myers Cemetery on Michigan  
Avenue, Sept. 20 at 10 a.m. Included 
in your Temple Beth El membership is 
access to a cemetery plot for a nom-
inal beautification donation. For more 
information about this important mem-
ber benefit, please contact Pam Arkin 
at 239-433-0018.

Creative writing
Our successful Creative Writing Work-
shop will continue through the summer. 
This weekly program is held on Thurs-
days from 1-3 p.m. through August 31. 
You can email barbsirotkin18@gmail.
com to find out more.

Town hall meeting
Our next Congregational Town Hall 

meeting will be in August. This mem-
ber-only event is held three times a 
year. The April and August Town Halls 
are entirely on Zoom. Our annual Con-
gregational Meeting is hybrid, held in 
our sanctuary and via Zoom in Decem-
ber. Watch for this in emails and on  
our website and public calendar.

Many folks will be traveling during 
these summer months. We wish every-
one safe travels and look forward 
to sharing upcoming High Holidays  
in September.

Recurring programs
Our recurring Temple Beth El pro-
grams continue, which include:

• Nonperishable food items can 
be dropped off in the temple lobby 
shopping cart whenever the building  
is open.

• All are welcome every Saturday 
morning at 9 a.m. for Torah study via 
Zoom, even while Rabbi Luna is away.

• Book club is the first Wednesday 
of the month at 2:45 p.m. via Zoom.

• Tot Shabbat, a kid-friendly ser-
vice will be held July 7 at 6 p.m. Come 
for the fellowship, the pizza and the 
fun. Please RSVP to be sure we have 
enough food – 239-433-0018.

• History & Heritage of Our People 
is the third Tuesday of the month, July 
18 and Aug. 15 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. 

• Shabbat services are open to all 
Fridays at 7:30 p.m., live in the sanc-
tuary, via Zoom and streaming on 
Facebook.  

• 12-Step Recovery Group meets 
every Saturday at 11 a.m. via Zoom. 
Experience the 12 steps from a Jewish 
perspective, seeking a path to recov-
ery through Judaic spiritual principles. 
We are a fellowship of people who 
are recovering from alcohol, drug and 
other addictions such as food, gam-
bling, sex, shopping, etc. ... The book 
we use is “Twelve Jewish Steps to 
Recovery” by Rabbi Kerry Olitzky and 
Stuart Copans, M.D., second edition.

To learn more about Temple Beth 
El and our special events, Shabbat 
services and recurring programs, visit 
our website at templebethel.com. 
There’s always something happening 
here, and our members make it hap-
pen: Current Events, Coffee & Chat, 
Theology & Life, Francophone & 
Hispanophone group, Environmen-
tal group, Solo Travelers, Caring and 
Visitations... Follow us on Facebook, 
@TempleBethElofFortMyers, and on 
Instagram, @templebethelfortmyers. 
You can always contact the office at 
239-433-0018.  

Temple Beth El, …where everyone 
matters. 

Sign up for the Federation’s  
weekly e-blasts. Send an email  
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555 • www.templebethshalomcc.org

Oops! If you read our col-
umn in last month’s copy of 
L’CHAYIM, you read our 

announcement about a prospective 
member barbecue. This had to be post-
poned due to some conflicting activities. 
Fortunately, this means that we can make 
it even better! The barbecue will be held 
at Temple Beth Shalom on Sunday, July 
30, 2023 from 5 to 7 p.m. Come meet us, 
have a bite and see what we’re all about. 
Tours of our newly designed Temple will 
be conducted. You will be able to dis-
cuss enrollment in our new, fun religious 
school for children ages 5 and older.  
We also offer bar/bat mitzvah training for 
the older children.

You would think that Temple Beth 
Shalom would slow down in the summer 
months. That is definitely not the case! 

As the new membership chairperson, 
we have planned numerous activities. To 
begin with, we had a new member appre-
ciation service on May 13. The local 
chapter of the Jewish War Veterans par-
ticipated in our Memorial Day service. 
This happened to coincide with Shavuot, 
so it was a very moving service indeed. 

It goes without saying that we invite 
all to our services, which are engaging 
and inspiring. Our spiritual leader, Can-
tor Barry Butensky, is second to none. 
You will find us to be a very warm, wel-
coming congregation.

Bring your spouses, your children 
and your grandchildren and enjoy our 
activities! Need more information? Call 
membership chairperson Peri Pantazes at 
239-772-4555. 

We hope to see you soon! 

Shalom Life Center is Southwest 
Florida’s premier warm and wel-
coming home for contemporary 

Jewish life with a passionate com-
mitment to community and spiritual 
growth, where everyone is always wel-
come to be a part of a spiritual commu-
nity and a warm and welcoming Sha-
lom Life Center family!

Shabbat evening services are held 
every Friday at 7:30 p.m. both in per-
son and on livestream. SLC welcomes 
everyone to experience joyful, mean-
ingful and inspiring services, special 
events, activities and clubs, dinners, 
concerts, and more, all year long. 

Every Saturday morning at 10 a.m., 
SLC offers an interactive and participa-
tory Torah study led by Rabbi Dermer 
with a focus on the relevance of our  
timeless traditions and bringing the 

ancient wisdom of Torah into our  
daily lives. 

SLC offers individualized bar/bat 
mitzvah preparation, weekly Torah 
study, Café Kabbalah, The Neshama 
Mamas Women’s Wisdom and Well-
ness Group, Book Club, The Sha-
lom Schmoozers Social Club, special 
events, concerts, dinners, and so much 
more. If you’d like to learn more, please 
send us an email or give us a call.

SLC also offers many other oppor-
tunities to enhance your Jewish life and 
learning and further your involvement in 
community service while making friends 
in a warm and welcoming community. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where community is family and 
prayer is always inspirational, meaning-
ful and musical. For more information, 
visit www.shalomlifecenter.org. 

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433 • www.shalomlifecenter.org

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201 • www.tjswfl.org

Temple Judea is here for you in 
July and August. 

Tisha B’Av service will be 
held Wednesday, July 26 at 7:30 p.m. 

 Rabbi Sack’s Intro to Judaism class 
begins Monday, Aug. 21 at 6:15 p.m. 
The class is a must for anyone inter-
ested in conversion to Judaism but 
is open to all who have an interest  
in learning. 

Temple Judea Religious School 
resumes Sunday, Aug. 20 at 9:30 a.m. 
Join us for an exciting new year. Con-
tact the office at 239-433-0201 for 
information about registering.  

For information on Hazak upcom-
ing events, please contact the office at 
239-433-0201. 

Chaverot is looking for members 
to create activities with their ideas and 
interests. Book club will meet again in 
September. Please contact Lynn Talone,  
talonefm@comcast.com, with book 
suggestions. Let’s keep reading over 
the summer. 

  
Food donations
Temple Judea also continues to accept 
food donations to the Cadkin Foundation 
Food Pantry at Jewish Federation. There 
are collection envelopes near the front 
door for contactless monetary or gift 
card contributions. Contributions may 

be mailed. Please call the office to ensure 
your contribution has been received. 

The Heights Center  
School Supply Drive
For the fourth year, Temple Judea will 
again support The Heights Center 
School Supply Drive, collecting sup-
plies and distributing them to families 
on July 29, 2023. The Heights Center 
distributes the supplies to nearly 600 
students living in the severely dis-
tressed Harlem Heights community.

Services
Temple Judea is conducting in-person ser-
vices with an online Zoom option. Syn-
agogue members can use the Zoom ID 
and password as published in our weekly 
megillah. Non-local residents may  
contact the synagogue for information. 

  
Regularly scheduled events
Friday evening Shabbat services, pre-
ceded by wine and cheese at 6:15 p.m., 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. Saturday morn-
ing Shabbat services will be held at 
9:30 a.m. Kiddush luncheons will be 
served every Shabbat. To sponsor, con-
tact JoAnn Lewin. Morning minyan 
will be held every Monday at 9 a.m. 

We’d love to see you in person or 
on Zoom. 

Marcia Can Help
a fund of the Jewish Federation and Jewish Family Services, provides for
emergency nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card distribution, and
crisis grants to prevent utility cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation and other
essential services without which none of us can live.                                        

Inspired by the recognition that these needs
   must be addressed in our community, and 

 as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, a 
long-time resident of Sanibel 

and social activist. Her 
husband Jack 

established the 
MARCIA CAN HELP 

fund In 2017.
 

Help us meet these pressing 
needs by contributing to the 

MARCIA CAN HELP fund.   

For further information please contact
Debbie Sanford at (239) 481-4449 ext. 6 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties 
is creating a Holocaust Education department in
response to growing antisemitism and a need for

education and remembrance. The new department
will sponsor outreach programs in the schools and
community as well as host speaking, author and 

film events. We are also in the process of creating 
a remembrance wall that will highlight local loved

ones lost in the Shoah. For naming and other donor
opportunities, or to share stories, please contact 
JFED Holocaust Education Director Ella Nayor at 

239-281-7874 or via email at
jfedholocaustdirector@gmail.com 

Jewish Federation 
of Lee and Charlotte Counties 

Holocaust Education 
and Programs Department
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Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the 

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862 • www.batyam.org

In our most recent bulletin, “Bat 
Yam Matters,” Janice Block Chad-
dock, the new President of Bat 

Yam Temple of the Islands, expressed 
her appreciation of how well the con-
gregation came through the myriad 
experiences of this past season.

Hurricane Ian’s visit came just two 
days after celebrating Rosh Hashanah 
and six days before the start of Yom 
Kippur. She spoke about the Bat Yam 
community being resilient, resource-
ful, respected and respectful, responsi-
ble and righteous. 

Here follows some of the highlights 
of this past season.

Our treasured Torahs were rescued 
by two residents who boarded a police 
boat to the island. (A part of the cause-
way had collapsed, so the only way 
onto Sanibel was by boat.) They found 
the Torahs, one was the Czech Torah 
rescued from the Holocaust, wrapped 
in heavy duty plastic, completely 
dry. The story was reported on “NBC 
Nightly News with Lester Holt.”

Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur were 
conducted online by Rabbi Stephen 
Fuchs and Cantor Murray Simon from 
the Simon’s home in Lakewood Ranch, 
Florida. The congregation found new 
strength during this difficult time.

Once the causeway was opened to 
traffic, we retrieved our prayerbooks, 
arks, spiritual leader robes and sup-
plies from the hurricane-damaged San-
ibel Congregational United Church of 
Christ. All were transferred to a secure 
storage facility in Estero.

The Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlotte Counties’ generosity in offer-
ing our congregation use of space for 
our Friday night shabbats was greatly 
appreciated. Our recovery efforts and 
financial reserves received a healthy 
boost from the generous post-hurricane 
support of many donors. 

We reunited and hugged at our 
first in-person, post-hurricane Shab-
bat gathering, where we also wel-
comed our new cantor, Rabbi Sunny 
Schnitzer, and his wife, Yaffah. We 
gathered every Shabbat through April 
in person as well as via Zoom.

We rejoiced at the resourcefulness 
of our rabbis in finding temporary 
housing in the area, and their resolve 
to be with us and lead us spiritually, no 
matter what.

Each week, we researched the 
answers to Rabbi Fuchs’ quiz ques-
tions about the Torah and reveled over 
his chocolate candy rewards!

We published our newsletter, “Bat 
Yam Matters,” as well as weekly arti-
cles in the local media and a monthly 
article in L’Chayim. We also had  
articles in the TOTI (Times of the 
Island) magazines.

We reacted with relief and excite-
ment when our much-loved Vickie 

Fuchs, who had been treated for stage 3 
lymphoma at the Moffit Cancer Center 
in Tampa, rang the bell at the success-
ful conclusion of her cancer treatments.

At Bat Yam’s Annual Meeting in 
March, we reinstalled our lay leaders 
and said farewell to outgoing board 
members.

We had not enjoyed a communal 
Passover Seder since pre-pandemic 
2019, so we rejoiced at our new mile-
stone on April 5 — our first commu-
nity Passover Seder at a member’s 
home. The service was led by Rabbi  
Fuchs with song by Rabbi Schnitzer. 
We read from beautiful Haggadahs 

given to us by Rabbi Schnitzer. The 
meal was catered by members of the 
Seder Committee, who prepared some 
of their favorite recipes. These women 
are now talking about publishing a 
cookbook … (watch this space!) 

On April 28, our congregation 
and many congregants from SCUCC  
gathered at Peace Lutheran Church  
for a retirement Shabbat celebration  
for Rabbi and Vickie Fuchs – and for 
our recently retired Cantor Murray 
Simon and his wife, Toby. The eve-
ning was a celebration of commu-
nity, togetherness and love. Thank 
you, Rabbi Stephen. We have been 
beyond fortunate these last six years 
to have had the gift of your spiritual  
leadership.

Congratulations to our Rabbi emeri-
tus Stephen Fuchs, on the ordination of 
his and Vickie’s son, Rabbi Leo Eliezer 
Fuchs, who was recently ordained by 
his father. The ceremony took place in 
Los Angeles.

Block Chaddock concluded her 
report of her recap of this past sea-
son by wishing everyone a summer 
of relaxation and good health. She 
reminded readers there will be three 
lay-led summer Shabbat gatherings on 
June 9, July 7 and Aug. 4 at the homes 
of members. 

For further information, please 
email batyamsanibel@gmail.com. A 
Zoom link will be provided for those 
who are unable to join us in person.  
All are welcome. 

Bat Yam’s rabbis and new officers and trustees at the 2023 Annual Meeting

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
Fort Myers

(239) 433-7708 • www.Chabadswf.org

Please join us for prayers, Torah 
study and community holiday 
celebrations:

Prayers 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 7 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Friday evening, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday morning, 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Torah study
Live classes – Kabbalah class, Satur-
day, 9 a.m.; Jewish Talmud Stories, 
Saturday, 7:45 p.m.
Online classes at https://www.youtube.
com/@Rabbiminkowicz

For 17th Tamuz and 9th Av sched-
ule of prayers and activities, please 
call 239-433-7708 or email Chabad@
chabadswf.org. 

Bat Yam’s Torah rescue after Hurricane Ian

Bat Yam’s rabbis with Whitney Congress at the first post-COVID  
Bat Yam Community Passover Seder
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Summer has traditionally been 
Southwest Florida’s time to 
evaluate the past season and 

make plans for when the snowbirds 
return. In 100 years of its history, Col-
lier County went from being a part of 
Lee County to its own entity when, on 
May 8, 1923, Florida Governor Cary 
A. Hardee officially made it the state’s 
62nd county. It also changed from 
restricting Jews settling in it to a Jew-
ish presence of about 10,000 people in 
the total population of nearly 400,000. 

This county is named after Barron 
Collier, an advertising mogul, who 
came to Southwest Florida from New 
York and furthered his wealth through 
land ownership. In exchange for 
establishment of the new county, Bar-
ron Collier agreed to build the Tami-
ami Trail through what was then Lee 
County, which later became Lee, Col-
lier and Hendry counties.  

Another Southwest Florida cen-
tennial county is Hendry County. It 
was founded on May 11, 1923 and 
named after Francis Asbury Henry, 
Berry for short, a cattle rancher born in 

Georgia who served in Seminole wars 
and became a Confederate officer. He 
later served two terms as Florida sen-
ator (1865-1867; 1875-1878) and in 
the Florida House of Representatives 
of Lee County (1893-1904). He died in 
1917 in Fort Myers, a city he champi-
oned to incorporate and among whose 
first councilmen he also served. 

LaBelle was designated as the 
Hendry County government seat. It is 
the city Berry Hendry planned in 1895, 
naming it after his daughters Laura and 
Belle Hendry. Its population in 2021 
was 40,313.

Lee County was established on May 
13, 1887 from Monroe County and 
named after a distinguished Confeder-
ate General, Robert E. Lee, with Fort 
Myers becoming its county seat. The 
Battle of Fort Myers was the southern-
most and one of the last major battles 
of American Civil War, fought Febru-
ary 20-25, 1865. 

Fort Myers was named after Abra-
ham C. Myers, a Jewish officer, on Feb. 
14, 1850, well over a decade before 
the Civil War separated the patriotic 

Americans into Union and Confed-
erate sides. Approximately 761,000 
people live in Lee County. Jews have 
been there since the early 20th century 
and number about 12,000 together with 
Charlotte County.

Charlotte County was founded on 
April 23, 1921, with Punta Gorda being 
its county seat. Its current population 
is about 187,000. It was named for the 
Bay of Charlotte Harbor, which was 
initially named Bahia de Carlota by the 
Spanish in 1565 and renamed by the 
English in 1775 after the wife of King 
George III, Queen Charlotte Sofia.

Glades County was founded on 
April 23, 1921 as well and is named for 
the Florida Everglades. Its government 
seat is Moore Haven and its population 
is estimated at just over 12,000.

Sarasota County is the largest in 
Southwest Florida. It was founded  
on May 14, 1921, with the city of  
Sarasota being its seat. Its population  
is 434,000. The exact origin of the 
word Sarasota is unknown, but leg-
end credits the beautiful daughter of 
explorer Hernando DeSoto Sara as the 

source of the naming. Sarasota-Man-
atee Jewish community, combined, is 
35,300 (2019). 

Your generosity helps us continue 
our work. No amount is too small, and 
you may donate online, by mail or con-
tact us at office@jhsswf.org. Members 
receive announcements, reminders and 
other wonderful information you won’t 
want to miss. Family membership is 
$54; individual membership is $36; 
student membership is $18; and corpo-
rate sponsorship is $300. If mailing a 
check, please send to The Jewish His-
torical Society of Southwest Florida, 
8805 Tamiami Trail North, Suite #255, 
Naples, FL 34108.

We can be reached at 833-547-
7935 (833-JHS-SWFL), www.jhsswf.
org or office@jhsswf.org. The Virtual 
Museum of SWFL Jewish History is 
located online at http://jewishhistory 
southwestflorida.org/.

The Jewish Historical Society of 
Southwest Florida is a section 501(c)
(3) charitable organization. Contribu-
tions are deductible to the fullest extent 
allowed by law. 

Centennial stats
By Marina Berkovich, JHSSWF President

Tisha B’Av, the saddest day in 
the Jewish year, begins the eve-
ning of Wednesday, July 26 and 

ends the evening of Thursday, July 27. 
This date commemorates the destruc-
tion of the First and Second Temples 
in Jerusalem in ancient times, as well 
as many other catastrophes that befell 
the Jewish people throughout history. 
In present-day terms, we celebrate the 
resiliency of our people, without which 
we would not have survived.

The summer months are upon us 
and Chavurat Shalom of SWFL is tak-
ing a well-deserved rest from its usual 
whirlwind of activities until the High 
Holy Days. However, Shabbat services 
will continue every Friday through-
out the summer at 7:30 p.m., as will 
twice-monthly informal “Schmooze” 
sessions at 7:30 p.m. every second and 
fourth Tuesday. Join us.

These activities will be held over 
Zoom until further notice. All times are 
Eastern (Florida) time. All are welcome 
to attend. To join these events, send an 
email request to chavuratshalom@gmail.
com to receive the Zoom link. For more 
information, visit our website, www. 
chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org, 
or email chavuratshalom@gmail.com.

Meanwhile, we want to say thank 
you to those individuals who made this 
successful year happen:

• Chavurat Shalom President, Cheryl 
Fulmer, who took over our beloved late 
Len Minsky’s position with sensitivity 
to his handiwork, with diligence and 
kindness to all

• Chavurat Shalom First Vice-Presi-
dent Ellen Feingold; Second Vice-Pres-
ident Kathy Zoss; Secretary Irene 
Skolnick; Treasurer Barry Roth; Board 
members Don Bachman, Evelyn Clark, 
Myra Klahr and Marcia Rudin; and past 
Board member Esta Berger

• Irene Skolnick, Barry Fulmer and 
Renee Minsky for bringing us an excit-
ing year of seminars, talks and con-
versations with leading thinkers every 
week throughout the season and prom-
ising another stimulating year begin-
ning next season 

• Ellen Feingold for leading the 
monthly Torah Talk 

• Kathy Zoss and Ellen Feingold 
for co-chairing the Shabbat Service 
Coordination Committee

• Renee Sugar, Evelyn Clark, Myra 
Klahr and Ellen Feingold who secured 
volunteers for Shabbat services

• Shabbat service leaders Kathy 
Zoss, Marcia Rudin, Marge Peppercorn,  
Cheryl and Barry Fulmer, Ellen Feingold  
and Maxine Marder  

• Shabbat service singers Mark and  
Marge Peppercorn, Sharon Berry, Kathy  
Zoss, Joan Charlson, Ying Przybyszewski,  

Don Breiter, Debbie Gurman, Stuart 
Marder and Barry Fulmer 

• Evelyn and Herb Clark, Renee 
Minsky, Renee and Joel Sugar, David 
and Esta Berger, Shirley Boscov, Carol 
Scheiber, Marcia and Jim Rudin, Myra 
Klahr, Becky Kon, Ying Przybyszewski,  
Barry Roth, Cheryl and Barry Fulmer, 
Ellen and Michael Feingold, Norman 
Minsky, Dani Minsky, Nava Ervin, 
Peggy Siegel, Maxine Marder, Marge 
Peppercorn, Don Bachman and Karen 
Back, who recited prayers and readings 
at our Shabbat services 

• Myra Klahr and Don Bachman for 
contributing their original poetry and 
prayers for our world for the Shabbat 
services

• Lev Seaton, Eve Rudin, Jim Rudin,  
Nava Ervin and Felicia Seaton for chant-
ing portions of the weekly Torah Parsha  

• D’var Torah presenters Marge 
Peppercorn, Marcia Rudin, Sue Citren-
baum, Kathy Zoss, Cheryl Fulmer, Barry 
Fulmer, Ellen Feingold, Sharon Berry,  
Joan Charlson and Don Bachman

• Leaders of our Saturday morning 
Len Minsky Jewish Current Events – 
Don Bachman, Barry Fulmer, Anne 
Golden and Harvey Golden

• Marcia Rudin for hosting our 
informal “Schmooze” sessions

• Tobi Mackler for producing our 
membership interests survey and  

Ellen Feingold, Barry Fulmer and  
Myra Klahr for being committee 
participants

• David Berger for blowing the 
shofar at Shabbat services during the 
Hebrew month of Elul leading up to 
Rosh Hashanah 

• Marcia Rudin for creating and 
updating our website; Marge Pepper-
corn for contributing her photographs; 
Ellen Feingold, Leon Skolnick and 
Myra Klahr for contributing their art-
work; and Myra Klahr for contributing 
her poetry 

• Tzedakah Committee members 
Sharon Berry, Evelyn Clark, Ellen 
Feingold, Shirley Frank, Cheryl Ful-
mer, Myra Klahr, Becky Kon, Ying 
Przybyszewski and Peggy Siegel for 
securing donations from our member-
ship and sending money to vetted orga-
nizations on Sanibel and in Fort Myers 
to assist people after Hurricane Ian; 
and for the donation for the yahrzeit of 
our first president, Len Minsky, to the 
JOINT Distribution Committee to help 
people in the Ukraine. 

Chavurat Shalom wishes everyone 
a safe and enjoyable summer. 

Summer gratitude
By Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold and Marcia Rudin

CHAVURAT SHALOM OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
(239) 566-1771
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One year ago, the volunteers of 
GenShoah SWFL were plot-
ting the organization’s come-

back from COVID-19 limitations. A 
coordinating committee was formed 
and met virtually to discuss program-
ming ideas for the October 22 to April 
23 season. 

We used the 2022-2023 program-
ming as a test to gauge the level of 
GenShoah members’ interest and sup-
port. We mixed previously successful 
programs with new ones that added in 
some learning, some discussion, some 
direct involvement and some new 
exposures, all while not forgetting our 
mission:
• Promote Holocaust education and 

human rights
• Preserve the history and memories 

of the Holocaust
• Connect with other second- and 

third-generation families
• Support the Holocaust Museum & 

Cohen Education Center
 The coordinating committee met 

again in April 2023 to review the orga-
nization’s comeback season results and 
discuss the 2023-2024 season. Here are 
some notes from that meeting. Dates 
listed are subject to change.
• Movies that Matter will come back 

October/November with three docu-
mentary films on human rights top-
ics to be shown in person or virtu-
ally, followed by a panel discussion.  

• Zoog Mir in Yiddish (third Sunday 
afternoons), October-April

• Kristallnacht (Catholic Jewish  
Dialogue), November  

• Guest speaker in conjunction with 
“Forgery” exhibit at the Museum, 
November

• Potluck hors d’oeuvres on Sunday, 
Dec. 10

• Open house/reception for the  
newest members, January

• Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
January

• Our Stories, February
• Genealogy workshops, March/April
• Picnic in Lee County Park, April
• Yom HaShoah and pre-reception 

(for GenShoah, survivors), May

Other ongoing activities
Estelle Kafer is setting up a GenShoah 
book group (ekafer520@gmail.com); 
Judy Isserlis is the go-to person for 2G 
writers working on their parents’ sto-
ries (jisserlis@aol.com); and we con-
tinue to request additional information 
regarding our members. Contact Flo 
Giltman at lgiltman1@gmail.com.

Additional ideas and suggestions 
have been offered and are under 
consideration. 

How about you? Is there something 
else you’d like to explore with Gen-
Shoah? Contact Ida Margolis at ida.
margolis2@gmail.com or Shelley Lieb 
at liebro@gmail.com.

Other items of interest
Museum of Jewish Heritage “The 
Ones Who Remember: Second Gener-
ation Voices of the Holocaust.” In this 
panel discussion, each author discusses 

how they were affected by the trauma 
of the Holocaust, regardless of how 
much their parents had or had not told 
them, and the myriad ways it affects 
their lives. 

This program is copresented by 
Descendants of Holocaust Survivors 
(2G Greater New York). A recording 
is available on the YouTube website 
for the Museum of Jewish Heritage: 
https://www.youtube.com/results? 
s e a r c h _ q u e r y = m u s e u m + o f + 
jewish+heritage+new+york.

The Voices of the Second Gener-
ation: Children of Survivors Writing 
Their Stories. This program explores 
the different processes 2G writers take 
to create their works. Dr. Irit Felsen, 
a clinical psychologist with extensive 
experience working with Holocaust 
survivors and their families, will be in 
conversation with two authors — Dr. 
Talila Kosh Zohar, author of “Martha’s 
Notebooks,” which is currently being 
translated into English, and Goran 
Rosenberg, author of “A Brief Stop on 
the Road from Auschwitz” — about 
their writing and their experiences as 
children of survivors. (youtube.com/
watch?v=-gMMuLpzPMg)

The Holocaust Museum & Cohen 
Education Center’s fundraising 
luncheon. Slated for December, the 

luncheon will feature a live produc-
tion of “Letters from Anne and Mar-
tin.” Developed by a theater company 
in Washington D.C.. this production 
creates a conversation between Martin  
Luther King’s “Letter from a Birming-
ham Jail” and “The Diary of Anne 
Frank.” If you want to view a recording 
of the program, let Shelley Lieb know 
(liebro@gmail.com) and she’ll send it 
to you (mp4).  

2023 World Federation of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors and Descendants 
Annual Conference. World Federation 
of Jewish Holocaust and Descendants 
gather in Washington DC at the Omni 
Shoreham Hotel, Aug. 25-28, 2023.  
Register online at holocaustchild.org. 

What’s next?
By Shelley Lieb and Ida Margolis 

In June, I shared some of the med-
ical programs that were initiated  
by Hadassah Hospital. We continue 

to spread healing and hope through 
breakthroughs, while our advocacy pro-
grams improve the lives of all people.

Several years ago, Professor Eyal 
Mishani, Director of Hadassah Medi-
cal Organization’s Research Fund and 
head of the Research and Development 
Innovation Division, started the work 
to bring organoid technology to Hadas-
sah, where its potential seemed very 
promising. 

From this technology, first devel-
oped in the Netherlands in 2009, doc-
tors at Hadassah’s Organoid Center can 

now take biopsies from patients and 
grow their tissues in a lab so that the 
cells multiply, connect to each other 
and self-organize into three dimen-
sional structures, eventually mimick-
ing the features of the tissue in the 
patient’s body. 

In 2021, Hadassah established a 
Bio Bank to store the samples and 
make them available to researchers in 
Israel and around the world. They’ve 
become an essential tool for industry to 
determine how various drugs and treat-
ments will affect the tissues — and the  
individual patient. 

This personalized approach saves 
the patient from grueling tests and 

drugs that may have no effect on 
their disease. It also reduces the time 
between the onset of illness and poten-
tial life-saving treatments. The treat-
ment is already benefiting some can-
cer patients and some patients with 
cystic fibrosis, saving precious time 
for those who cannot afford the time 
required for traditional trial-and-error 
approaches. It will also significantly 
reduce the need to use animals as  
preclinical models.

Looking ahead, there is a good 
chance that these doctors will be able 
to transplant the patient’s derived 
organoids to restore the function of a 
diseased organ.

When you donate to Hadassah, it 
has a powerful effect. You make bro-
ken lives whole. You keep crucial 
medical research moving forward. You 
empower women to become advocates 
and activists who transform our world. 
You put Jewish values into action.

Please join us for these “Expanding 
Horizons” events … and expand your 
horizons on:

July 13, noon – Summer Fun, a book 
swap and lunch with hostess Leda Lubin

Oct. 18, 10:30 a.m. – “Whatever 
Happened to the Great American Rail-
road?” presented by Jeffrey Margolis

Looking forward to seeing you 
soon! 

Organoid technology now being used at Hadassah
By Joyce Taub, Collier/Lee Hadassah President

GenShoah New Member Welcome event

Stuart Mest

The Versanos and the Abels

HADASSAH Collier/Lee Chapter
(732) 539-4011

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
genshoah@hmcec.org
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Jewish War Veterans Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400
By Eryka Aptaker

As Memorial Day weekend came  
and went, it is important to 
understand that this holiday 

should be used to honor our veterans 
who are no longer with us. The Jewish  
War Veterans-Victor Paul Tuchman  
Post 400 did just that. There was much 
activity throughout the weekend and 
members of our post worked tire-
lessly to pay their respect to comrades  
who passed. 

At our last meeting, family mem-
bers of deceased post members were 
invited to unveil the names of their 
loved ones on our decedent plaque. It 
was very emotional but, at the same 
time, I think it gave family members a 
little bit of closure, knowing that their 
loved ones were being honored in this 
way. Commander Harvey Charter dis-
played pictures of each of our deceased 
members and gave the pictures to loved 
ones who were present. 

There were 12 post members whose 
names are now permanently etched on 
our plaque: 
Roger Satin – Dec. 7, 2019
Albert Bakelman – July 29, 2019
Col (ret) Bert Kurland – Feb. 4, 2020
Bernard Luyre – Dec. 17, 2020
Arthur Funk – Nov. 6, 2020
Herbert Marks – April 27, 2021
Sidney Harris – May 7, 2021
Howard Weisberg – May 17, 2021

Dr. Sanford Cohen – Jan. 24, 2022
Paul Tenenbaum – June 5, 2022
Dr. Martin Markowitz – Nov. 6, 2022
Patron Member: Ed Drucker – Sept. 7, 
2022

Throughout Memorial Day week-
end, deceased JWV members were 
honored through various ceremonies. 
Our post’s activities were as follows: 

On Friday, May 26, we had our 
annual service at Temple Beth El  
Cemetery in Fort Myers.

On Saturday, May 27, we were invited 
to Temple Shalom in Cape Coral.

On Sunday, May 28, the day started 
at Ft. Myers Memorial Gardens and 
ended at Coral Ridge in Cape Coral. 
The Honor Guard, including firing 
party and taps, was part of the ceremo-
nies held. Members present included 
Harvey Charter, Bob Ruberto, Herb 
Lutsky, Isaac Osin, Mike Kashi, Berny 
Aronson and Marshall Lieberman.  
A big “thank you” to these members 
for their tireless efforts!

At the same meeting where we 
unveiled our decedents’ names, we 
additionally held our annual Installa-
tion of Officers. Congratulations to: 
Commander Harvey Charter; Senior 
Vice Commander Bob Ruberto; Junior 
Vice Commanders Isaac Osin and Herb 
Lutsky; PJA Corey James; Appointed 
Officers: Quartermaster Berny Aronson; 

Post Adjutant Eryka Aptaker; and Chap-
lain Marshall Lieberman. We look for-
ward to a new and exciting year. 

Help us save historical flag
We need help in raising funds to pre-
serve the Nordhausen Flag. I men-
tioned this in a previous article and will 
continue to try to put the word out. This 
flag, made from the pajamas of liber-
ated inmates of the Nordhausen Con-
centration Camp, was made to look like 
the American flag. Each of the stars on 
the flag are Stars of David. This flag, 
currently being housed/displayed at 
American Legion, Post 38, Ft. Myers, 
sustained some damage, causing mold 
to get on it. While we have been able to 
keep the mold from worsening, the flag 
will need to be restored. It’s so very 
important that this flag be saved. It’s a 

big part of history and there’s no “take 
two” on this. We must never forget. 
Please consider helping us save this 
beautiful flag. 

Join JWV
As always in these articles, we ask 
that you consider joining this amazing 
and dedicated group. Come engage in 
bagels, cream cheese and great con-
versation with us. The Jewish War Vet-
erans, founded in 1896, is the oldest 
continuing veteran’s organization in 
America. We are challenged in the pur-
suit of new members to keep our orga-
nization alive. With the loss of many 
of our WWII veterans and older mem-
bers, we are striving to have members 
of our younger generation(s) join and 
show support to the JWV. 

We have a Patron membership for 
nonveterans. If you have a family 
member who was/is a veteran, think 
about honoring them by joining the 
JWV Post 400. I joined to honor the 
memory of my father, a Korean War 
veteran. It was the best decision I have 
ever made. This group has been a bless-
ing in my life and some of the members 
have become like family to me. You 
would be a part of a very dedicated, 
committed and welcoming group of 
individuals. We hope to see you at our  
future meetings! 

To become a member or if you have 
questions, please contact Commander 
Harvey Charter at hbcharter@aol.com 
or 239-246-3151. 

The Nordhausen flag

Temple Beth El Cemetery: Herb Lutsky, Isaac Osin, Marshall Lieberman,  
Berny Aronson, Mike Kashi, Harvey Charter and Bob Ruberto

Herb Lutsky, Mike Kashi, Marshall Lieberman, Berny Aronson, Bob Ruberto and Harvey Charter

Commander Charter plays TAPS while Senior Vice Commander Bob Ruberto salutes
Memorial plaque with picture of 

 Patron Member Ed Drucker

Newly installed 2023-2024 officers: Harvey Charter, Bob Ruberto, Corey James, Eryka Aptaker, Herb Lutsky and Isaac Osin

JEWISH WAR VETERANS  — Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400
(239) 246-3151
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY

SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL  

11120 Ranchette Road              
Fort Myers, FL  33966 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
Phone: 239-247-4556  
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Free Friday dinner each week at 6:30 PM  
open to all followed by worship at 7:30 PM  
Weekly Torah Study, Sabbath worship and  
Adult Education visit 
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com for the  
schedule of events and Zoom logon  
Information. 
All events are free and open to all 
 
 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Friday evening Services at the Jewish            
Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
9701 Commerce Center Court, Forty Myers 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 773-251-8862 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W.  
Cape Coral, FL 33914  
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski  
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com  
Web site: chabadcape.com 
Sunday - Friday 8:00 A.M Shacharit 
Friday Evening 5:30 P.M. 
Saturday Kabbalah Class 9:00 A.M. 
Shabbat Services 9:30 A.M. 
Kiddush Luncheon 12:00 P.M. 
Hebrew School of the Arts Sunday 10:00 
A.M - 12:30 P.M 
JLI Classes Monday 7:00 P.M. 
Torah Study Tuesday 7:30 P.M. 
Women's Weekly Class Wednesday  
11:30 A.M. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

19691 Cypress View Drive  
Fort Myers, FL 339067         
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908  
Rabbi Nicole Luna  
E-mail:rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Learning Tree Preschool Director: Amy Amon 
Email: learningtreefortmyers@gmail.com  
President: Reina Schlager  
Email: tbeboard@templebethel.com 
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235  
Office Manager: Karen Kagan 
Email: manager@templebethel.com 
Web site: templebethel.com  
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday 
Religious & Hebrew School:  
9:30 a.m.- Noon Sunday  
Judaica Gift Gallery  
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism;  
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Suki Kelly  
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Enrichment night every Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom 
 

Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.JewishFederationLCC.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

20031 Sanibel View Circle unit 202 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Cheryl Fulmer, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - Saturday morning 
Speakers series - Tuesday evening 

Jan Klein

Abbie Grossman

Taryn Sasser - 617-388-3556
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PRINT your name as you would like it to appear on the line below.
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Enclosed is my check for $______________made payable to the Jewish Federation.

Credit Card #_________ /__________/__________/__________    Exp. ____/____

                      Mail to: Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties
                      9701 Commerce Center Court * Fort Myers, FL  33908

                  WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2023, DEADLINE

Sign up now for as little as $18 per High Holiday greeting, 
which will be published in the September issue of L’CHAYIM.

 
It’s easy! Just select your ad(s), then proceed to payment option.

 
 

This High Holiday Season, say 
“L’Shana Tova” 

to your friends and family!

Shana Tova

I want to place the following High Holiday greeting(s) in the September issue of L’CHAYIM

CHECK YOUR AD
CHOICES BELOW:

____ #1A ($18)    ____#1D ($18)
____ #1B ($18)    ____#2A ($36)
____ #1C ($18)    ____#2B ($54)

 
 

ORDER YOUR GREETING ON OUR WEBSITE AT 
www.jewishfederationlcc.org/high-holiday-greetings

OR MAIL ORDER FORM BELOW 

 
#1A: $18 #1B: $18 #1C: $18 #1D: $18

#2A: $36 #2B: $54


