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Our families

By Sherri Zucker, Federation Co-President

O

ne of the centerpieces of the
Jewish community is family.
After all, the first mitzvah in
the Torah is to “be fruitful and multiply.”
The American Jewish family of today is very diverse
and has changed
considerably over
the past few decades. There are
traditional nuclear
families, but there
are also a whole
host of other con Sherri
figurations. There
Zucker
are families with
single parents, adopted children, blended families, LGBTQ parents, childless
couples, interfaith families, singles and
retired seniors.
At the Federation board retreat
in September, we participated in an
exercise where we tried to imagine
ourselves within different family configurations. We then sought to determine how the Coronavirus pandemic
was affecting each type of family. There
were many differences and many similarities, but what struck me was how
many different family models there are
in our community and how each has
been affected in numerous ways.

The pandemic has changed the
way we interact and spend time with
our family members. There have been
some relatives we’ve spent a lot more
time with as adults work from home
and students, at times, have been taking classes remotely. Other family
members may have felt more distant,
like the elderly grandmother who resides in a senior community
or the aunt and uncle that are
a plane ride away. Our regular patterns of family interaction have been disrupted
for an extended period of
time.
We look to our family
for the provision of love,
emotional support, companionship, child raising, security and a sense of belonging. Additionally for Jews,
the concept of l’dor vador is
very important. This refers
to a continuity that is created
from one generation to the
other as we pass on culture,
customs, rituals and spiritual
traditions in an effort to sustain our collective memory
and heritage. Families bear
a significant responsibility
in the passing on of Judaic

information and ethos, however, the
community and the Jewish Federation
can also play an important role.
As our society slowly opens back
up, I would like to encourage you to
take a look at Jewish Federation activities. Try something new! We have a lot
to offer Jewish families of all compositions. Whether your family is thriv-

P

ing or struggling, we can be here for
you. Our programming roster is full of
events such as the virtual Jewish Film
Festival, in-person lunches at Lakes
Park, virtual author events, in-person
kayaking, Israeli folk dancing and
more. We hope that you will join us
for one activity or another… and bring
your family with you!

Lakes Regional Park, Fort Myers
7330 Gladiolus Dr., F.M. 33908

TUESDAY at Noon
January 5th

D
E
N
O
P
T
OS

To RSVP & for more information
email: debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

RSVP is required. Seating will be 6 feet apart. Please
respect people’s choice to remain socially distant in this
hug-free zone. Masks are required to enter the park.
Please meet at pavilion A-7. Bring a bag lunch.

FEBRUARY 7 - FEBRUARY 28, 2021
See middle section for more details.
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Program notes
By Debbie Sanford, Program Director

T

here is a lot going on around us. Did I ever,
in a million years, think I would not see you
all for more than 10 months? No way. Did I
ever imagine having a virtual Jewish Film Festival?
No way. What will this coming year look like for programming? I can honestly say, I have
no idea! There are very few
people, who have ever seen me
for a loss of words, well….
Let’s take it week by week,
and month by month. For those
of you who do not get my
weekly email, please send me
 Debbie
Sanford
your email address. I promise
to not inundate you with frivolous emails. I will keep
you informed of what is happening at the Jewish Federation and your local Jewish organizations. Sometimes I throw in a great recipe, a feel-good story, and
even a link to a film (that is totally worth watching).
My email address is debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
Last month, for Hanukkah, PJ Library families
drove thru the Jewish Federation parking lot and the
Beach Complex in Port Charlotte for a Hanukkah
Drive-Thru Party & Gift Bag. Everyone was treated to a delicious jelly donut. Each child received a
gift bag that contained Hanukkah candles, a dreidel,
gelt, sugar cookie mix and Hanukkah cookie cutter,
the candle lighting blessing in Hebrew and English,
directions on how to play the dreidel game, and a

Jewish Federation board member Jerry Greenfield, Debbie Sanford
and Ian Sanford greet cars in the Federation parking lot

special present, a pair of Hanukkah socks. The socks
were donated by the National Honor Society students
at Fort Myers High School, under the direction of
Federation board member Elisa Grossman. Thank
you, Mrs. Grossman and all the students!
At the end of January, I have a Kayak Adventure
planned. We need eight people to get the discounted
rate I advertised. I will be there. It will be a lot of fun
and good exercise. It is a guided tour and one that is
easy. It should last about two hours. There will be lots
of space to be socially distant, and a great opportunity to see one another. Please go to jewishfederation
lcc.org and sign up. No refunds allowed if you don’t
show up, but if we don’t get the eight people, we can
refund your money. So let’s go for it!
I hope you and your family have a safe, healthy
and happy new year ahead. I hope we get to be together soon. Happy New Year!

Debbie Sanford and Jerry Greenfield distribute
gift bags and jelly donuts

Jewish Family Services update

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator

T

here is a crunchiness in the air, and by that I
mean emotionally; it’s not weather-related.
The long-term effect of loss of employment
and/or work hours due to the Coronavirus directly
impacts Federation clients who come to the food pantry and who call asking if we can
help them pay their rent, utility,
insurance and medical bills. The
pantry continues to see an increase in new clients as well as
a rise in the number of previous
clients returning after a long absence. People are grateful, yet
tired. Fear and scarcity are cre Jodi Cohen
ating the crunch. Although our
faces are covered, I can tell how people are doing by
the look in their eyes. In all my years of crisis counseling, volunteering with various populations and
working at the Federation, I’ve never witnessed people seeming as vulnerable as they do these days.
Gratitude
This is where gratitude makes an entrance. Your
generosity and support of the Federation has made,
and continues to make, an enormous impact on our
community every single day. Whether you drop off
five cans, one bag or several boxes of food, it all gets
packed and distributed to clients within days of arriving at the Federation as bags of groceries fly off the
shelves every week. When you send in checks, drop
off gift cards or donate online, you make it possible
for families to remain living where they are, to have

lights on and water running, to get the medication
they need to stay healthy, and to put gas in the car. The
need for assistance is growing and the way you have
stepped up as a community is awe-inspiring. Thank
you to ‘infinity and beyond,’ as Buzz Lightyear would
say, for your compassion for, and commitment to, the
work that the Federation does.
Gobbles of gratitude
In November, Safe-T-Storage not only donated boxes
and boxes of food, it also provided a 20+ lb. turkey
for every food pantry client. Clients yelped, squealed
and danced with joy upon seeing the size of each turkey. Senior Friendship Center received several $100
Publix gift cards for Thanksgiving from a generous
donor, and Volunteer Director Deb Dickinson was
kind enough to share two of the cards with the Federation. One woman picking up food for a household of
seven people at the Federation pantry received a card
and said, “You have no idea what this does for me.
You have no idea.”
Heavy gratitude
Lee Strauss, aka Mr. Debbie Sanford, brought 2,000
pounds of food donated by Ajax Paving Industries,
where Lee is a manager. Lee recommended the Federation as one of the organizations to benefit from the
company-wide food drive. Ajax donated this literal
Ton O’Food, put it on pallets and wrapped it for transport. Lee schlepped the pallets of food to the Federation and helped unload all of it, along with Ajax
Human Resources Administrator Sandy Phillips and
continued on page 5
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The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign provides the resources to strengthen
and enrich our Jewish community locally, in Israel and around the world.

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN
This year please consider making an additional campaign contribution in honor or memory of a loved one.
Because kindness is contagious, we would like to highlight your generosity in L’CHAYIM and notify personally those whom you honor.
You may choose how your generosity is noted and how we share your mitzvah with the community.

TRIBUTES

In memory of Linda Idelson
from:
the Krivisky family
Marvin & Lesley Porter
the team from Southwest Florida Community Foundation
Barbara Siegel
Marsha & Mike Kistler
Andi & Bill Horowitz
Naomi Thomson & Alan Isaacs
In memory of Gorman Jaffe
from Lynn Jaffe
In honor of Marsha Kistler’s birthday
from Ronald & Lynn Talone
The board and staff of the Jewish Federation extend condolences to the family
of Annette Goodman, former executive director of the Jewish Federation of Lee
and Charlotte Counties and a member of Temple Judea, who passed away on
December 14. Condolences may be sent to Annette’s husband, Gary Goodman,
at 335 Hammond Drive, Apt. 715, Sandy Springs, GA 30328.

Please send your Tributes to Lori Ramos
at the Federation at loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
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Stay in touch throughout the month.
Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information
on upcoming community
events and cultural activities,
breaking news, updates from
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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Jewish Family Services update...continued from page 2
Federation volunteers. Both Safe-Thug these folks for as long as I want:
Storage and Ajax Industries received
Carolyn Gora, Barbara Gribin, Barcustom-made Certificates of Appreciabara & Neil Henry, Debbie Feinberg,
tion for their mitzvot.
Doreen Kostel, Elise Sewall, Harriet
My dear friends in Madison, WisLipschutz, Karen Whitman, Laurie
consin, have made substantial donaMcConville, Laurie Morris, Linda Siltions to the Federation food pantry,
ver, Mary Beth & Rachel Mandelkorn,
while another Madison friend and her
Randi & Payton Wolf, Robert Thomas,
art buddettes sent homemade HannuSuzanne Orkin, Tracey Seigel.
kah cards for our seniors. Alan Isaacs said, “You’ve got some wonderful
friends.” Ain’t that the truth? People’s
kindness radiates from near and far.
So much is changing with the uptick of Covid cases, vaccine progress,
and evictions predicted to occur in record numbers. In December, I wrote
the Angel Donors who helped a family in crisis to share good news about
the situation, saying, “Your support
created some breathing room for this
family, and as you know, breathing is
always helpful.” To you, dear reader
of L’CHAYIM, your support is a lifeline for the people who are struggling
financially, emotionally and physically.
Thank you for all of your contributions
to the health and well-being of our
community.
A special thank you to the hardworking pantry volunteers whose tireLee Strauss (aka Mr. Debbie Sanford) presents
less efforts make everything possible. I
a check from Ajax Paving Industries to Alan Isaacs
can hardly wait for the days when I can
for the food pantry

Lee Strauss, Linda Silver, Jodi Cohen, Sandy Phillips, Debbie Sanford, Tracey Seigel, Suzanne Orkin

Hanukkah cards made by Lynda Finn, Emily Jones, Linda Scharnberger and Teri Varney of Madison, Wisconsin

ConneCt
with your Jewish Community
www.facebook.com/
JewishFederationLCC

facebook.com/jfedsrq

Carolyn Gora, Barbara Gribin,
Barbara & Neil Henry, Debbie
Feinberg, Doreen Kostel,
Elise Sewall, Harriet Lipschutz,
Karen Whitman, Laurie
McConville, Laurie Morris,
Linda Silver,
Silve Mary Beth &
Rachel Mandelkorn, Randi &
Payton Wolf, Robert Thomas,
Suzanne Orkin, Tracey Seigel.
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Dear Diary 2020
By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President

I

wanted to write something about
2020 this month (other than Good
Riddance!). Someone suggested in
March that we keep a journal. I hope
you did, too. I can’t say I did it religiously, but here are some highlights.
On March 14, I wrote, “So this
is the week that everything changed.
We’ve known about the new Coronavirus for a few
weeks. We had
heard that events
might be altered,
maybe canceled.
This week it all
became real. There
are a lot of little
stories I’d like to
 Brian
remember.”
Simon
One of the
stories was about how I won Final Four
tickets through a raffle at FGCU. In all
my years of covering sports professionally, I’ve never been to a Final Four. As
you can guess, I still haven’t. Sad face.

Here’s more of what I wrote: “I
think the part that really changed this
week is that it has begun to feel real.
We’ve known about the virus since
January, but our initial reaction was
that we’ve seen this before – MERS,
SARS, Avian flu, H1N1, Ebola, Zika.
Short-term disruptions, if any.”
“Each day there’s more and more
of an understanding that this is a very
different event from what we’ve experienced before. I stopped shaking hands. I
think that was last week. It’s still done
with a bit of a twinkle in the eye, like
‘this is what we’re supposed to do now,
ha ha.’ With someone this week, I suggested we bump hips. It can be fun, like
making up your own elaborate secret
handshake with different people.”
It turns out our nation’s political
divide was prominent from the outset,
but it wasn’t purely left vs. right.
“There is one divide that is not
totally political. That is, the people
who are taking it seriously vs. people

Cooking in the
Time of Covid

Recipes from the best Jewish
Cooks in SWFL
to benefit
Temple Beth Shalom

$18

For information, contact Robin
robin0317@me.com

Ronny S Taschner DDS
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology

Jennifer Taschner DDS MMSc
Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology

1645 Medical Lane, Fort Myers, FL
Phone 239-936-0635

Visit Our Website www.taschnerperio.com

who believe the reaction is completely overblown. I’ve talked to people of
both political persuasions who think
we’ve gone too far. My pop-psychology evaluation is that we can’t come to
grips that quickly with a new reality.
Humans adapt relatively quickly, but
we’re talking about a span of just a few
weeks from the time this was an overseas problem to a time where people
have tested positive for the virus here
in Lee County. So, it takes time to accept that new reality.”
That new reality was already present at grocery stores. I have pictures of
empty shelves on March 11. I didn’t
understand it, though.
“Am I missing something? Is there
going to come a time when the stores
don’t have supplies? Publix shortened
store hours to close at 8:00 p.m. They
said it was to give them extra time to
clean. China has managed to keep its
grocery supply chain going even in the
worst-hit province where everyone is
quarantined. I’m hoping this is just the
herd mentality and fear of missing out.
I know a lot of people aren’t going to
need toilet paper for a LONG time.”
Here’s my entry from April 2: “A
quick joke that was going around on
social media last week. It went something like this: A lot of people have lost
track of the days during the crisis. For
the record, today is March 97th.”
Also in April, my wife Mindi and
I started taking evening walks, usually
with the kids. That was absolutely my
favorite part of the pandemic.
Here’s the worst part. On May
12, I wrote about a close friend from
childhood, whose mother was dying.
“Michael texted over the weekend. He
chose not to go back to KC (to see his
mom), which is heartbreaking. His reasoning is solid. He doesn’t want to be
a potential vector for a virus. This pandemic is just so awful in so many ways.”
The political divide continued.
Here’s May 14: “Many states are
re-opening, and there’s a lot of dis-

agreement about it. I saw a CNN poll
where 71% of Republicans thought the
worst of the virus was behind us, and
74% of Democrats thought the worst
was ahead of us.”
Here’s the last entry I’ll share. It also
came from May 14. “I’ve been having
this idea around people who cling to science vs. people who cling to religion. I
don’t mean cling in any negative sense.
The issue I see is that science, by its nature, poses more questions than answers.
Even when science seems to have answers, they’re often subject to corrections down the line. Religion provides
answers. Whether those answers are accurate or not is a separate issue and, to
some extent, doesn’t matter to the faithful. They believe it; therefore, it’s true.
People want answers. People want
comfort that comes from certainty.
Ironically, many ‘science-based’ people
believe that science provides certainty,
but I think that’s mistaken. Science is
a process. Science offers theories – answers that are subject to change when
new information becomes available.
This is not to criticize science. We
wouldn’t have space travel or satellites or lifesaving drugs without it. I’m
grateful that science is open to change
when new information becomes available. Religion-based people may not be
so good at changing their views even
in the face of overwhelming evidence
to the contrary. (Actually, humans in
general are not good at changing our
minds even in the face of overwhelming evidence that differs from our
worldview.)
I think maybe the appeal of religion is that it offers certainty (or at
least the appearance of certainty) in a
world of constant risk.”
If you haven’t kept a journal this
year, I hope you’ll consider starting
one.
Brian Simon is former president of the
Federation. His views are not necessarily those of the Federation or its
board.
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

M

any thanks again to all who
supported us during 2020.
Your continued generosity during a difficult time and your
willingness to continue participating in Museum
programs (often
via Zoom!) was
greatly appreciated. We ended
the year on a high
note with our
first-ever virtual
winter fundrais Susan
ing event. Thanks
Suarez
to all The Virtual
Luncheon Sponsors and participants
who made this so successful. It was
an honor to share the story of unsung
Holocaust hero, El Salvadoran diplomat Colonel José Arturo Castellanos
Contreras. During an exclusive interview, his brave actions were recounted in a discussion with his grandsons
Boris and Alvaro Castellanos, and
Museum board member Rob Nossen.
Rob’s family was among the estimated 40,000 Jewish people who were
protected during the Holocaust by the
citizenship papers issued by Col. Castellanos.
Looking ahead, we have an exciting schedule of exhibits, programs and
events planned for this coming year.
Some will be available for in-person
participation, while others will take
place on Zoom. Here are some of the
activities scheduled for January:
New Exhibit
A new exhibit debuts in the Estelle and
Stuart Price Gallery on Tuesday, January 5: “Girl Power … How Women
Impacted the Holocaust and Beyond.”
The women profiled represent a variety of backgrounds, ages, historical periods and countries. Yet one common
element binds them all together. In the
face of great personal risk, they fought
against bigotry, hatred and violence.
They found the courage to act and help
others. “Girl Power” celebrates their
continuing impact on our world today.
Through their stories, the exhibit also
honors all the women who did what
was right when others would not, and
whose stories are sadly lost to history.
We hope you will be as inspired as we
are by their actions and share their remarkable stories with others. We welcome you to view the exhibit in person
or take a virtual tour through videos
posted to our YouTube channel. “Girl
Power” will be on display through
May 25, 2021.
International Holocaust
Remembrance Day
The Museum will commemorate International Holocaust Remembrance

Day on Wednesday, January 27, with a
unique virtual program. It will include
a tribute to local survivors, as well
as music selections from the Terezin
Music Foundation. The highlight of the
program will be the unveiling of the
unique, skylight-powered solar calendar on the “Liberation Wall” in the Rissa and Richard Grossman Reflection
Room in the Museum. This calendar
feature won an AIA design award for
museum architect David Corban. Lines
on the “Liberation Wall” at different
heights mark dates that concentration
camps were liberated. The skylight
feature was designed to use the sun to
highlight an individual date on its solar
noon. The first date on the Liberation
Wall is January 27, the date that Auschwitz was liberated by Soviet Forces.
Join us via Zoom on January 27 from
noon to 1:00 p.m. to watch. RSVPs
are required to receive the Zoom link.
To register, please visit our website at
www.HMCEC.org.
We will also offer the public complimentary Museum admission on International Holocaust Remembrance
Day. Museum hours are 1:00 to 4:30
p.m., with the last visitor entry at 3:00
p.m. As capacity is limited, we recommend you pre-purchase your timed
entry tickets on our website.
Teacher Workshop Series Continues
The virtual Teachers Workshop series
continues in January with Session 7,
“China Part 1 - 1900-1949.” Session 8,
“China Part 2 - 1949 to the present,”
will be presented in February. Each
program will contain a lesson plan,
video and student activities. These
online programs can be found on the
Museum’s website and YouTube channel, and are accessible at the teacher’s
convenience. The workshops are sponsored by the Merrill Kuller Educator
Series and the Florida Department of
Education Commissioner’s Task Force
on Holocaust Education.
Museum Tours Update
The Museum now offers the public
three types of in-person tours. All can
safely accommodate up to 12 people,
with a minimum of four people attending. As with our Student Education
Museum Field Trips, all safety protocols are followed, including social
distancing, use of masks by all who
enter the Museum, and sanitizing commonly touched areas such as door handles. The tours are the “Private Group
Self-Guided Tour” which uses tablets,
the “Morning Docent-led Tour” and
the new “Perfectly Paradise Authentic
Experience Tour,” created in conjunction with the Naples/Marco Island/
Everglades Convention & Visitors Bureau. Pre-registration is required for

Changing your address?
Keep L’CHAYIM coming
to your home. Email
loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

each tour. More information on rates
and dates is available on our website
in the “Special Tour Programs” section
under the “Visit” tab.
Additional programs will be available throughout the spring on the theme
of “Heroes, Heroines and Helpers.” To
keep up with what’s happening, we
invite you to sign up for our monthly
e-newsletter on our website.
All of us at the Museum wish you

and your family a safe and healthy
2021. Hopefully, the expected availability and distribution of vaccines
will significantly lessen the impact and
duration of the pandemic and allow
for a return to a more normal life by
year’s end. As always, if you have any
questions or would like to support our
mission, please contact me at susan@
HMCEC.org or 239.263.9200. Stay
safe and hope to see you soon!

HotWorks.org

Estero Open Air Fine Art Show
January 2 & 3, 2021

™

At JetBlue Park, Fort Myers

www.hotworks.org Facebook.com/HotWorksArtShows Instagram @HotWorksArtShows Sabra Richards, Sculpture

COVID safety guidelines in place: Social distancing, all booths spread apart, face coverings recommended and more.

Professionally Juried Fine Art & Fine Craft Show
At JetBlue Park, 11500 Fenway South Dr, Fort Myers
All Art is Original, Personally Handmade & for Sale by the Artist Present at the Show
Voted in the top 100 Art Shows in the Nation
Sat, Jan 2 & Sun, Jan 3 ~ 10am-5pm Daily ~ Free Admission; $5 Parking Supports
Students! Call for Entries ~ Youth Art Competition – Grades K-8 or ages 5-13 ~ more info www.hotworks.org
Visit our Sarasota Open Air Fine Art Show, January 23 & 24 at Phillippi Estate Park, Sarasota
See Art, Love Art, Buy Art!™
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Interfaith Shared Scholar announced

T

he 2021 Interfaith Shared
Scholar Lecture will feature
Dr. Susannah Heschel. The
program, normally held at the Sanibel Congregational United Church of
Christ, will be held virtually due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. The lecture will
be livestreamed via Zoom at 4:00 p.m.
on Sunday, January 31. Dr. Heschel
will examine how her late father, Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel, a colleague
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., might respond to the current issues surrounding
systemic racism in the United States.

Susannah Heschel is the Eli M.
Black Distinguished Professor and
Chair of the Jewish Studies Program
at Dartmouth College. She is the author of several books on German Jewish history and has published over 100
scholarly articles.
Among her publications are Abraham Geiger and the Jewish Jesus, The
Aryan Jesus: Christian Theologians
and the Bible in Nazi Germany and
Jüdischer Islam: Islam und jüdischdeutsche Selbstbestimmung. She is
the co-editor, with Umar Ryad, of The

Muslim Reception of European Orientalism. While a student, she edited
one of the first books on Jewish feminism, and feminist theory continues to

Dr. Susannah Heschel

inspire her scholarship. She is currently writing a book with Sarah Imhoff,
Jewish Studies and the Woman Question.
As the daughter of Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel, she has edited two
volumes of his essays, supervised the

translation of his work into languages
around the world, and represents him
at conferences and lectures, particularly at gatherings of Civil Rights leaders.
She has received four honorary degrees
and has held research grants from the
Carnegie Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the National Humanities Center,
the Guggenheim Foundation and the
Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin.
The Interfaith Shared Scholar Lecture link information will be available
on the Sanibel Congregational United
Church of Christ website at www.san
ibelucc.org.
The program is made possible by
an interfaith coalition of congregations
in Sanibel and Captiva, including Bat
Yam Temple of the Islands, Captiva
Chapel by the Sea, the Christian Science Church of Sanibel, Saint Michael
and All Angels Episcopal Church, and
Sanibel Congregational United Church
of Christ. Additional funding is provided by the June Rosner Foundation.
For further information, contact
the Rev., Dr. John H. Danner at the
Sanibel Congregational United Church
of Christ at 239.472.0497.

Sign up for the Federation’s
weekly e-blasts. Send an email
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.

Bat Yam Temple of the Islands
wishes all a safe and healthy 2021, and we welcome you to join:
our Shabbat Worship services held Fridays at 7:30pm
our Shabbat Torah study classes held Saturdays at 9:30am
our Adult Education classes held Wednesdays at 11am

Write to us at batyamsanibel@gmail.com for the links
to join these virtual worship and learning events
with our warm and welcoming community.
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Seeking your best retirement?

JUST

ADD WATER

SHELL POINT’S WATER AMENITIES
■

■

■

Waterfront location along
the Caloosahatchee River
Marina with free boat
dockage and Gulf access

Fishing, boating, sailing,
kayaking and canoeing

■

LifeQuest Aquatic Center
plus five additional
resort-style pools

■

Residences with expansive
water views

EXPLORE SHELL POINT TODAY!

■

■

Community pontoon boat
with daily outings and
sunset cruises
Beaches just minutes away
on Sanibel, Captiva Island
and Fort Myers Beach

ATTEND A DISCOVERY
SEMINAR & TOUR

CHOOSE A DATE at shellpoint.org/seminars or call (239) 529-4749.
Only Shell Point provides all the RESORT-STYLE AMENITIES YOU LOVE —
including boating with free boat dockage, championship golf, racquet sports, dining, arts
and entertainment — along with an unparalleled WATERFRONT LOCATION
and the peace of mind that comes with LIFECARE.
You can also schedule a private appointment
if you prefer by calling (239) 529-4749.
®

Unparalleled setting. Unparalleled lifestyle.™

Shell Point is located on the Caloosahatchee River in Fort Myers,
just minutes from the islands of Sanibel and Captiva.
Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc.
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A N D S TA F F. W E W I L L N O T I F Y Y O U A B O U T W H AT T O E X P E C T B E F O R E A R R I V I N G F O R Y O U R T O U R .

©2021 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-4337-21

9

10

OUR COMMUNITY

L' C H AY I M JA N U A RY 2 0 2 1
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

Holocaust survivors are heroes to many
By Ida Margolis

S

ince the theme for GenShoah
programs this season year is
“Heroes, Heroines and Helpers,”
I have been writing monthly columns
about heroes in L’CHAYIM and the
GenShoah newsletter. The focus of the
theme includes heroes of WWII and
the Holocaust, as well as heroes of any
era, well-known, lesser-known, everyday and unsung heroes. As a lover of
history, I have enjoyed researching heroes, from Friedl Dicker-Brandeis to
Roddie Edmonds to Adolfo Kaminsky,
who were featured in earlier columns.
I have also recently been moved to see

stories on TV about heroism of everyday heroes including health care workers, clergy and teachers.
January 27 is International Holocaust Remembrance Day, when UNESCO pays tribute to the memory of the
victims of the Holocaust and also “reaffirms its unwavering commitment to
counter antisemitism, racism and other forms of intolerance that may lead
to group-targeted violence.” The date
marks the anniversary of the liberation
of the Auschwitz concentration camp
by Soviet troops in 1945. This month,
I thought of many famous heroes, but
thinking that this date pays tribute to
victims of the Holocaust, I thought I

would pay tribute to the survivors of
the Holocaust.
Surviving a tragedy alone does
not make someone a hero, but for all
those who have read about, studied
and know about the Holocaust, they
should be able to appreciate what these
individuals had to endure. And the
more one knows about the Holocaust,
the more one understands that to survive such horrors and try to begin a
new life alone, without a home, family members and resources, was quite
an extraordinary accomplishment. To
go to a new country without knowing
the language and not
understanding
the
culture is difficult.
Add in all the other
aspects to these people’s lives, and they
were certainly heroic. When I read about
some accomplished
person and find out
he or she was a Holocaust survivor, or a
child or grandchild of
survivors, I have tears in my eyes.
Rather than write about one of
the very famous survivors, I think every Holocaust survivor who started a
new life, found a job, had a family and
became a good citizen of a new land
should be the heroes of this month’s
column. Especially heroic are those
survivors who have dealt with the difficulty of telling their stories to audiences
so that others could put a face to what
happened so that such horrors will never happen again. Our deepest gratitude
and respect go to those survivors who
have dedicated so much of their time as
volunteers for our Holocaust Museum,
sharing their memories with students

and adults alike so that these important
facts and personal stories inspire others
to fight against hatred.
A number of years ago, GenShoah
members and I heard a child of survivor speak, and she said it is so sad that
Holocaust survivors like her parents
cannot love their children. We looked
at each other with sadness for her, as
we had often said how lucky we were
to have such loving, kind parents, even
though they may have been overprotective, which we as adults now understand. I asked some of those who
attended this presentation if they consider their survivor parents as heroes
and all did.
Rene Geist said of her parents,
“Each in their own way, both my parents were heroes. My mother was a
magical hero. She was able to morph
difficult situations into triumphant
ones. On the death march at the end of
the war she walked for miles with holes
in the sole of one of her shoes. Never
complained. My father was a do-itall hero. He was able until the end of
his life to fix anything, alter anything,

Photo of Auschwitz survivor Janet Moskowitz
(mother of Ida Margolis) as it appeared in the
book Words for All Time: Students’ Letters to
Holocaust Survivors, a project of the New Jersey
Commission on Holocaust Education

E

H

make anything, no matter whether he
had any experience with it or not.”
Shirley Besikof thought her par-3
ents showed heroism in the “way theyp
treated everyone with dignity and re-d
spect.” There was always generosityn
in their home, and “A delicious pieceE
of cake was always served. No onet
a
should ever be hungry!”
My mother was kind, courageous,y
patriotic and generous beyond hers
means. She received so many gratefulp
thank-you letters from students who
heard her speak about her experienc-t
es and listened to her message of theb
importance of acceptance, the evil thatt
results from hatred, and the importance–
w
of doing good.
Let’s take a moment to think about
the survivors and their amazing heroism.
***
For International Holocaust Remembrance Day, Rene Geist wrote this
poem:
“Our Promise To You”
On this Holocaust Remembrance Day
And every day
We remember you.
We remember your strength,
your bravery.
On this Holocaust Remembrance Day
And every day
We honor you.
We honor your determination,
your resolve.
On this Holocaust Remembrance Day
And every day
We thank you.
We appreciate your guidance,
your teaching.
On this Holocaust Remembrance Day
And every day
We give our heartfelt
thanks for you.

Your Fede ration te am prese nts a FU N season of VIRTU A L & OU TDOOR progra mming.

Sun day, February 7 —
Sun day, February 28

VIRTUAL & OUTDOOR EVENTS CALENDAR
January
Port Charlotte
Beach Complex
Every Tuesday
and Thursday
8:30-9:30 A.M.

February

1/13
Virtual Lecture
Rabbi Laura Geller
1/28 (Outdoors)
Kayak Adventure

Sunday 2/7
Tuesdays
2/9, 2/16, 2/23
Sunday 2/28

March

April

3/ 9
Lion of Judah

4/11
Holocaust
Remembrance
Program
TBA

3/17
Read the Book; Skype
the Author

Visit www.JewishFederationlcc/virtual-events to register & for more information.
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Estero Fine Art Show outdoors at JetBlue Park

H

ot Works presents the 24th Estero Fine Art Show outdoors
at JetBlue Park, January 2 &
3, with Covid safety precautions in
place such as all booths 6’ apart, social
distancing, etc. The associated 501c3
non-profit arm, Institute for the Arts &
Education, focuses on visual arts, cultural diversity, community enrichment
and fostering art education among
youth. All work is original and personally handmade by the artist who is
present at the show.
The focus is visual arts and features fine art and fine crafts created
by award-winning artists from around
the world with all disciplines for sale
– paintings, clay, glass, sculpture, fiber,
wood, jewelry and more – all juried by

Simon Cherkasski

art professionals.
One of the artists exhibiting in the
show is sculptor Simon Cherkasski,
an Israeli who was born in 1966 to
Bessarabian Jewish parents.
Simon finished ORT Hannah
Senesh Professional Art School in
1984, he lived in Kiryat Bialik, Israel,
and served in the IDF from 1984-1987
as a tank crew member.
After his IDF service, Simon spent
a year in Paris, randomly studying the
arts. He also spent a year in the U.S.
After returning to Israel in 1989, he
worked for the Colbo News, a Haifa
newspaper, as an illustrator and later as
a graphic designer. He participated in a
long series of private art shows thanks
to an enthusiastic art-loving couple that
arranged private locations and
guests for his black-and-white
drawings and charcoal.
In 1992, Simon was hired as
art director for a different newspaper, Vestnik, and discontinued
his shows due to lack of time.
In 1999, he moved to Baltimore,
Maryland, and shortly after started working with Smadar Livne, a
Maryland Jewish artist.
In 2006, Simon started his
own Art and Graphic Design Studio, and began participating in
public and private shows.
In 2007, after a fire in his studio that destroyed years of work,
Simon shifted to metal arts. After a year of iron works, he fell
in love with copper and works
primarily with this material to
this day. Since 2014, he has been

based in Greenacres, Florida.
Simon loves to create art with Jewish motifs, both because of his heritage
and because so little has been done in

the Judaica field in recent years. Her
has worked with a few friends to establish the Judaica Heritage Foundation to
promote the genres. You can meet him
personally at Estero Fine Art Show.
In addition, a Youth Art Competition for ages 5-13 (or grades K-8)
is integrated within the art show. Students are invited to enter an original
piece that is publicly displayed in the
art show the entire weekend. On Sunday at 3:00 p.m., Youth Art Awards
valued at $250 are presented at the
show, as young artists are exposed to
the rules and entrepreneurship of doing
art shows for a living. Each youth art
winner also receives the same, twofoot-long colorful ribbon that the professional artists receive.
Great food from local restaurants
and music add to the ambiance of this
beautiful show. Join us on January 2 &
3 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily at
JetBlue Park, 11500 Daniels Parkway,
Fort Myers. There is free admission;
a $5 parking fee supports the Institute
for the Arts & Education. For more
information, please visit www.artsand
educationinc.org.

A FIVE STAR INDEPENDENT, ASSISTED LIVING
AND SKILLED NURSING COMMUNITY
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ordinator
Admission Co
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Five Star Team
7
199
Since
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Nurse
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ber
Since 20
01

There is no substitute
for experience.
Located directly on the Caloosahatchee River in Fort Myers, where residents
enjoy spectacular views, Calusa Harbour is a full-service, resort-style senior living
community offering spacious and comfortable apartments for independent
living and assisted living, as well as skilled nursing care, rehabilitation services,
outpatient therapy, and respite/short stays for those with more specialized needs.
Our many exceptional senior living services and amenities include restaurant-style
dining, social and recreational activities, waterfront lanai and heated swimming
pool, fishing dock, game room, fitness center, full-service beauty salon, library,
transportation, 24-hour staff, laundry and housekeeping.
• Delicious all-day dining in brand-new facilities
• Large-size apartments ideal for hosting friends
• Only continuing care community in
Southwest Florida with no buy-in
• Enjoy activities galore in our soaring atriums
• $7 million renovation project now complete
• Experienced staff makes your care a priority

Charlotte County Residents
Debbie Sanford will
meet you
there
on Thursday mornings if
Charlotte
County
Residents
you would like company. Just email her at:
Debbie Sanford will meet you there on Thursday mornings if
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
you would
like company. Just email her at:
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

Call (239) 309-1969
to schedule a tour

2525 First Street Fort Myers, FL 33901

www.CalusaHarbour.com

Assisted
Living
Facility
#6066

J.D. Power 2019 Certified Senior Living Community Program recognition is based on successful completion of an audit, exceeding a customer experience
benchmark through a survey of recent claims servicing interactions, and a Financial strength rating. For more information, visit jdpower.com
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Falafel: The Dish of 2020 –
recipe by Chef Dalia

S

omething good is happening
to the falafel. Our favorite and
most popular vegetarian dish in
Israel is finally getting the respect it deserves, ranking high from street food,
food courts and take-out, straight to the
front stage. Even Apple, the ultimate
trend forecaster, is getting behind the
up-and-coming falafel by announcing
that the falafel emoji is finally here!

Falafel has been on my menu since
day one and there’s no way it will ever
leave the menu. For me, it’s really important that people know it’s more than

just an Israeli national snack. It’s a special, even celebratory, dish that can be
enjoyed anytime, especially on festive
occasions. Just a few months ago, my
husband and I celebrated our triplet
boys’ b’nai mitzvah. On the menu was
ribeye steak, sushi and falafel. It was
no surprise to hear that the falafel took
over and was a hit.
When I started the culinary chapter
of my life in 2002, it was my falafel
stand at the Israeli fest at that time that
put me on the map of local cuisine. After my first falafel, it was impossible to
go back. People loved it and it became
an integral part of the menu. It later
led to the successful opening of “Dalia
Hemed’s Tasteful Affairs.”
Even today, I remember the great
falafel days of my childhood. My
grandmother adopted her Egyptian
neighbor’s recipe, serving hot falafel
balls in her restaurant in Jaffa. The scent
filled the air throughout the neighborhood and attracted the children of Jaffa
to my grandmother’s restaurant.
She made the falafel using a manual meat grinder. I remember standing

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.
We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled
service and putting our clients ﬁrst.

Fort Myers • Bonita Springs • Charleston • Estero • Naples • Palm Beach • Scottsdale
www.ﬁnemarkbank.com • 239-461-5900 • Member FDIC • Equal Housing Lender
Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research ﬁrm. Rating is 5 out of 5.
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next to her. First, the mustard-colored
snakes came out of the machine. Then
the green snakes of the coriander and
parsley, then the white snakes of the
onion. I was fascinated. When I grew
up, she let me turn the knob and grind
myself. The falafel was made of local
chickpeas. She rarely used dry spices, and she cooked with fresh herbs.
It was simple food with deep flavors,
and that’s how I cook to this day. My
Grandma Dalia’s kitchen has had a
great influence on my kitchen over the
years.
Although I still considered her
falafel as one of the best in Israel, when
I approached the dish, my way was a
bit different. I wanted a gluten-free
falafel so I removed the challah from
the originally recipe. Without the challah, it raises the sweetness. I decided to
use a mountain of fresh red onion for a
natural sweetness, but the onion causes
the mixture to be too liquid – a disaster
in terms of frying. My solution is simple. I drain the vegetable mixture well

after grinding it in a food processor.
Then I grind chickpeas (after soaking
them overnight in water) and combine
the two masses. I also add baking soda.
The addition of a teaspoon of baking
soda makes the patties light and fluffy,
for a crispy ball that is to die for.
Over the years, I did not serve the
falafel in pita. The modern way was
made from four patties on a plate with
hummus, tahini, pickled lemon and
schug sauce with pita on the side. I
made my falafel balls large and there
is no need for pita. I found a new messfree way of eating falafel.
Falafel is a vegan, gluten-free,
relatively inexpensive and balanced
dish. It’s a great combination for the
human body, and also very tasty. You
get a whole meal. In Egypt, falafel was
made from fava beans. In Syria and
Lebanon, it was made from chickpeas
(hummus). What makes the dish Israeli
is the decision to make it a pita sandwich with a large variety of salads, tahini and spicy schug. Although I grew
up on the Egyptian flavors (with fava
beans), I can testify that in a taste test,
the chickpeas won.
Today, with those memories from
home, I want everyone who makes and
eats the falafel in the following recipe

T
a

B

M

g
V

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed
can be reached at
o
daliahemed@msn.com.

N
to take one bite and feel an explosioni
of flavors in their mouth – bitter, sweet,q
salty and sour. That’s what happinessr
is! Unfortunately, one happiness I willw
not get to experience is that my grand-w
mother will not eat my falafel. Butd
if there is a paradise, wonderful, hotf
falafel balls are surely served there.
Ingredients:
t
• 1 lb chickpeas (soaked overnight m
in water, filtered and washed)
a
• 2 large purple onions
s
• 10 garlic cloves
M
• ½ bunch parsley
C
• ½ bunch cilantro
A
• 1 tablespoon ground cumin
i
• 1 teaspoon coriander
o
• 1 teaspoon baking soda
• 1 tablespoon salt
• ½ teaspoon black pepper
• ½ teaspoon hot paprika
• Frying oil
• Pita to serve (optional)
X Soak chickpeas in a large bowl
with plenty of water. Leave to soak
for 8 to 10 hours. Overnight is best.
Drain and wash chickpeas well.
X Grind the chickpeas in a food processor to a smooth mash and transfer to a bowl. (No need to rinse
the container after processing the
chickpeas.)
X Add onions, garlic, parsley and
cilantro to the food processor container and grind to a fine paste.
Transfer the puree to a colander
and squeeze.
X Add the ground vegetables, cumin,
coriander, black pepper, paprika,
baking soda and salt to the bowl
of ground chickpeas and mix until
smooth.
X Form balls about the size of a ping
pong ball. Place them on a tray
ready to be deep-fried.
X Heat cooking oil in a deep-fryer or
large pot about 3 inches deep so
the falafel balls will float.
X On medium heat, deep-fry the
falafels in the oil for about 5 to 6
minutes each.
X When done, drain on a paper towel
to absorb extra oil.
X Continue until all the balls are
deep-fried.
X Serve with Israeli salad, hummus,
tahini, pickled lemon and schug
sauce inside a pita or with pita on
the side.
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The New Orleans Klezmer All Stars –
a band with a difference!

By Arlene Stolnitz

M

y topic for this month is The
New Orleans Klezmer All
Stars band. I heard about this
group from Dr. Stacy Lang, LCSW, of
Venice, Florida. Stacy is Assistant Professor of Social
Work at Florida
Gulf Coast University. She recently moved to
the area with her
husband Rabbi
Ben Shull, spiritual leader of the
Jewish CongreArlene Stolnitz
gation of Venice.
Stacy had posted some comments
on Facebook a while back about The
New Orleans Klezmer All Stars, saying she “had never heard anything
quite like them before.” She especially
recalled a tune called “Not Too Eggy,”
which was an ode to a band member’s
wife’s chopped liver! I noted that some
day, I would find out more about them
for a future article.
All of this got me thinking about
the reason I have always loved klezmer
music. Back in the “old country,” my
ancestral relatives were klezmer musicians. So it’s probably in my DNA.
My genealogy expert is my cousin
Cheryl Lester from Lawrence, Kansas,
Assistant Professor Emerita of American Studies and English, University
of Kansas. Her research has shown

that my great-grandparents were from
Seirijai, which in the mid-1800s was
a “tiny shtetl of 1,492 Jews” in Lithuania. Cheryl discovered that our relatives were klezmer musicians.
Joel Rubin, klezmer clarinetist and
scholar of Ashkenazi Jewish klezmer
music, notes that klezmer musicians
were looked upon unfavorably and often were spurned by the community.
Their interactions with non-Jews made
other Jews suspicious of them. But because of travel and contact with nonJews, klezmer musicians had unique
opportunities to interact with wealthy
Polish non-Jews. This was the case
in our family, and as a result, some of
our relatives were exposed to educated
secular non-Jewish families, even becoming proficient in other languages.
Cheryl’s extensive research on our
family history includes this excerpt of
a letter in “YInglish” by Guta Ruchel
Trotsky, a daughter of my great-grandparents written over 100 years ago.
I was a Jewis
girl you know your grandfather ust
to write musick for them. where
I got to know thath little whath
keeps me up with my memory
from my Past when I was a little
girl and I was singin dancing
and playing vilin and Piano
and my Father was so happy to see
me that was takin up the langwich
rushing Polish Jewish in rieding

and writhing. and now comes very
handy to me.
But I have digressed. So now back
to the subject of this article, The New
Orleans Klezmer All Stars. The band,
which has been around for over 20
years, marries klezmer dance music
with legendary New Orleans rhythm,
creating a funky and unique sound all
its own. It’s hard to not get caught up
in the feeling! One reviewer describes
the group as, “Coming out of the turn
of the century klezmer renaissance, the
All Stars add a special twist to Jewish
roots music, based deep in the musical
traditions of the group’s hometown.
Street parade and Mardi Gras music,
Dixieland, traditional and contemporary jazz were mixed with traditional
Yiddish tunes… to produce a unique,
joyous and absolutely glorious sound.”
Guitarist Jonathan Freilach, bassist Joe Cabral, drummer Doug Garrison, saxophonist Ben Ellman and other
well-known New Orleans musicians,
together with accordionist Glenn Hartman, have been called “The Hebrew
Allman Brothers Band.” One of my
most favorite YouTube videos of them
is part of a series of performances
called Bloody Sunday Sessions fea-

turing various jazz groups. It is a stroll
down Orleans Avenue with the band
seated in the back of an iconic New
Orleans mule-driven carriage while
playing klezmer music.
This is clearly a group that doesn’t
take itself too seriously. A couple of
their albums have hilarious names such
as “Mozeltov Cocktail” and “Manichalfwitz.” In an interview, Jonathan
Freilach said he likes music that has
seven letters in it. (Klezmer). He says,
“Without their audience they would
just be another bar mitzvah band.”
*More information about klezmer music can be found in my earlier
article entitled, “As my grandmother
would say…Klezmer! Oy vey! I can
hardly believe it!” (The Jewish News,
May 2015)
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sarasota Jewish Chorale, is a member of
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A
retired educator from Rochester, New
York, she has sung in choral groups
for over 25 years and also sings in
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in
the preservation of Jewish music of all
kinds has led to this series of articles
on Jewish Folk Music in the Diaspora.

Read the current and recent issues of L’CHAYIM
online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

You’re at a great
place in life.
It’s called Amavida.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE
OUTPATIENT THERAPY
Tour + Lunch
Call 239-204-2758

amavidaliving.com
7650 Gladiolus Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33907
Quadrum

Quadrum

Senior Living Community

Senior Living Community

Conveniently Located Next to Lakes Park!
Assisted Living Facility License #13261
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Stars of David

By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also
identified as Jewish.
Political and Virus-Fighting “Tribe”
It’s likely that you know a few of the
following persons are Jewish. But I am
quite certain that most will be new to
you. For brevity’s sake, I am omitting
all or most of their biographies, which
you can easily find online. As I write
this (December 6), the following “tribe
members” have been announced as
nominees for cabinet-level positions
in the Biden administration: RON
KLAIN, 59, Chief of Staff; ANTONY
BLINKEN, 58, Secretary of State;
ALEJANDRO MAYORKAS, 61,
Dept. of Homeland Security Secretary
(he is the Cuba-born son of a Sephardi father and an Ashkenazi mother);
AVRIL HAINES, 41, Director of
National Intelligence (her late mother
was Jewish and she identifies as Jewish); and JANET YELLEN, 74, Secretary of the Treasury.
As I write this, the Covid-19 vaccines developed by Pfizer and Moderna are on the cusp of FDA approval for distribution to the public. They
will almost certainly be the first Covid
vaccines given in the United States.
The CEO of Pfizer is DR. ALBERT
BOURLA, 59, a Sephardi Jew who

was born, raised and trained (as a veterinarian) in Greece. Pfizer’s chief scientist is a Swedish Jew, DR. MIKAEL
DOLSTEN, 62. He was born, raised
and trained in Sweden. Both Bourla
and Dolsten first did outstanding work
in their home countries. This led to job
offers by international drug companies.
Both eventually accepted posts in the
United States and have made America
their home.
Over at Moderna, there is DR.
TAL ZAKS, 54, who has been its
chief medical officer since 2015. He
is the “point man” on its vaccine development. Zaks was born, raised and
trained in Israel.
Gadot and Bialik Return
Of course, the current big film release
is the Warner Bros. movie Wonder
Woman, 1984 starring Israeli actress
GAL GADOT, 35, in the title role.
The surprise was that it was released
(December 25) on HBO Max at the
same time it was released to theaters,
and it will remain streaming on “Max”
for a month. AT&T owns Warner Bros.
and HBO, and it decided that getting
more cable subscribers was more important now than anemic theater rev-

Bring Your Highest Expectations

Susan Glasser
Realtor Associate

239-281-3105

SusanLGlasser@gmail.com
John R. Wood Properties
15065 McGregor Blvd
Ft. Myers 33908

Fort Myers resident for over 28 years

Is Your Business Worth
More Than You Think?

So here’s the deal:
Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number.
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that
goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible.
The first search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also,
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out
great for them. So contact him about this as well.
enues. Seventeen more Warner Bros.
new movies will be released in 2021 in
the same way.
Call Me Kat, a new comedy series,
premieres on Fox on Sunday, January
3 at 8:30 p.m. The second episode will
air at 9:00 p.m. on January 7, its regular
Thursday time slot. MAYIM BIALIK,
44 (Big Bang Theory), stars as an unmarried and not successful 39-yearold woman who sinks her life savings
into a cat café (much to her mother’s
chagrin). Complications ensue when
her old crush, Max (played by actor
Cheyenne Jackson), takes a job in a
piano bar near the café. Jim Parsons,
who played Bialik’s husband on Big
Bang Theory, is an executive producer
of Call Me Kat. He is gay in real life,
as is Jackson. They were asked how
they “faked” being romantically interested in Bialik. Parsons gave a great
answer: “Everybody loves Mayim. She
is easy to love.”
More TV and Film
A TV premiere is rare during the pandemic, and so is a second season.
Well, the second season of the pretty
good musical comedy series Zoey’s
Extraordinary Playlist begins on Tuesday, January 5 at 8:00 p.m. on NBC.
JANE LEVY, 30 (whose father is
Jewish), plays Zoey, and SKYLAR

ASTIN, 37, co-stars as Max, Zoey’s
co-worker (who has feelings for her).
Another returnee is The Good Doctor,
which aired five new episodes on
ABC in November and will air about
as many in January and February (first
one: Monday, January 11 at 10:00
p.m.). In the third November episode,
there was a brief statement that this
episode and future ones posited that
the pandemic was over – and we were
introduced to a new hospital resident,
Dr. Asher Wolke, a rabbi’s son who
grew up in a Hasidic community. However, he has lost his faith and he’s gay.
NOAH GALVIN, 26, who is gay in
real life, plays Wolke. His mother is
Jewish and he identifies as a Jew.
Last September, the documentary
Jimmy Carter: Rock and Roll President got a brief theater run. It begins
streaming on CNN on Sunday, January
3. Carter, now 96, likes rock and roll,
which he made clear even before he
became president in 1977. He became
friends with many popular musicians,
including BOB DYLAN, 79. Dylan
rarely gives interviews, but he movingly talks in this film about how he and
Carter hit it off during their very first
meeting in 1974 and have remained
good friends (who happen to be Nobel
Prize winners).

Stay connected all month long at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
SALES, INVESTMENT, ACQUISITION & DISPOSITION

• See the big picture of your
finances, both business and personal

It’s insight you won’t find anywhere else.

Nate Bloom (see column at left) has become a family history expert in 10
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start
with a limited search of one family line.

Frye Commercial Group

The Living Balance Sheet® can help you protect and grow
your business making the most of untapped potential.
Using this revolutionary financial model, you can:

• Maximize your opportunities and the
value of your business

Interested in Your
Family’s History?

REALTY GROUP

Find hidden value in your balance sheet.

• Adjust your strategies for optimal
impact across the board
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Brian Simon, ChFC, CLU
Financial Professional

Alliance Financial Group
14021 Metropolis Avenue Fort
Myers, FL 33912

For your complimentary business valuation contact Brian Simon at
(239) 246-8928 or brian.simon@afgfl.com
Registered Representative of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). OSJ: 14021 Metropolis Ave. Fort Myers FL, 33912 (239) 561-2900. Securities products offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect,
wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian. Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. 2019-79040 Exp. 5/21

HAL ARKIN

(239) 910-5363 cell • harkin@remax.net
Direct (239) 689-2246 • Office (239) 489-0444
7910 Summerlin Lakes Drive, Fort Myers
www.ftmyerscommercial.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old

From bad to worse – when seniors with hearing loss
deal with masks

By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

T

he Covid-19 era has created a
myriad of lifestyle changes for
seniors, among them the social
isolation that results from limited contact with others. So imagine how happy
Lydia was when she noticed that right
in front of her in the grocery checkout
line, albeit socially distant by
six feet or more,
stood Ruthie, one
of her very best
friends.
Of course,
Lydia was wearing her face
mask since she
Rabbi Barbara Aiello
wouldn’t venture
out without it. Ruthie had her mask on
as well. It boasted a three-layered flower pattern that matched the scarf that
she had tied around her sun hat.
“Ruthie, Ruthie,” was Lydia’s muffled cry. “Dahling, it’s been ages. And I
must say that’s quite a hat!”
Ruthie squared her shoulders.
“Lydia, you haven’t seen me in months
and the first thing you say is that I look
fat?”
While she tapped her head, Lydia
strained to hear her friend. “It’s your
hat. Hat on your head. It’s a nice match
with your mask.”
Ruthie responded, “Sure we wear
masks, but we don’t have matching
masks.
Lydia is now shaking her head.
“It’s a match. Your mask and your hat.”
Ruthie, still miffed, mutters, “OK,
I put on a few pounds but stop saying
that I’m fat!”
Thanks to health professional and
author Joy Stephenson-Laws, we learn
that Lydia’s and Ruthie’s dilemma
is not unique. In her article “How to
Overcome Boomer Hearing Challenges in a Masked World,” (Sixty and Me
11/15/20), Ms. Stephenson-Laws discusses hearing loss among seniors and
how these difficulties are exacerbated
when masks cover both the speaker’s
and the listener’s mouth.
Ms. Stephenson-Laws explains
that since 70% of seniors who are 70
years or older experience some degree
of hearing loss, the wearing of a facial
mask can create special challenges for
them in three main areas: volume, clarity and process.
When Lydia met Ruthie in the supermarket, she began to speak with her
friend in what was, most likely, her
normal tone. Specialists have determined that when the mouth is covered
by a mask, the volume of the person
speaking is diminished by as much as

12 decibels. If Ruthie’s friend Lydia or
any speaker is soft-spoken, the listener
may hear nothing above a whisper.
When a mask covers the speaker’s
mouth, speech clarity suffers. The spoken word becomes muffled, garbled
and often distorted, creating misunderstandings such as Ruthie’s confusing
“hat” with “fat.”
Understanding what is said to us is
a process that combines facial expressions, smiles, frowns, quizzical contortions, mugging and even wrinkling the
nose. Ms. Stephenson-Laws reminds
us that “a facial covering makes it
very difficult to detect and process the
multitude of facial cues” … that give
speech “emotional context.”
Just like Lydia and Ruthie, it was
almost impossible for Ruthie to discern
what Lydia was trying to tell her, while
Lydia was frustrated because Ruthie
was obviously annoyed.
Apparently, mask wearing will be
with us for a while. If so, what can be
done to increase communication and
comprehension while our noses and
mouths are covered? Ms. StephensonLaws offers suggestions for both the
listener and the speaker.
If you are the speaker, speak as
clearly as you can and take a pause
between words and phrases. Avoid
having conversations in noisy venues
where a television or loud music compete for the listener’s attention. Find
a quiet place to talk or, better yet, use
your smartphone to take advantage of
texting. Writing your message will assure that your listener has understood,
especially if the conversation includes
important dates, times and places.
Remember that body language and
gestures play a large part in completing
the loop of understanding. Lean forward, shrug your shoulders, point and
shake your head so that your listener
has every opportunity to comprehend
what you’ve said.
If you are the listener, and preCovid you experienced hearing challenges, be aware that now it is even
more important that you serve as your
own advocate. That means asking
friends and family to speak more slowly and to repeat when you aren’t sure
what was said.
Remember that louder isn’t always
better. Asking the speaker to use lower tones is often more effective. Carry
a notebook and pen so that you can
ask the speaker to write the question
or comment, thus avoiding misunderstanding. And if you wear hearing
aids, Ms. Stephenson-Laws cautions
that “using a mask with ties rather than

For a continuously updated
calendar of events, visit
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

elastic or fixed ear loops will help you
better fit your mask and reduce the risk
of the mask knocking your hearing aid
out of your ear.”
Speaking through a mask and understanding what the “mask-er” has said
requires patience. Abigail Treu, writing
for JTS Torah Online (12/11/20), reminds us that Jewish tradition emphasizes that “patience is one of the key
character traits we are to focus on in
our spiritual, ethical and emotional development.” She says that “underneath
patience lies hope. In fact, kivah in
Hebrew means both wait and hope.”
While we wait for the pandemic

to dissipate and hope for a worldwide
cure, there are actions that we can take,
no matter how small, that will build
bridges of understanding between us.
Speaking and listening will help us
stay connected, and although there
will be challenges – just ask Lydia and
Ruthie – our sages tell us that patience
will see us through.
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served the Aviva
Campus for Senior Life in Sarasota as
resident rabbi for 10 years. She now
lives and works in Italy where she is
rabbi of Italy’s first Reconstructionist
synagogue. Contact her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular
columns are now published in her new
book, Aging Jewishly, available on
Amazon. It makes a great gift!
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you live.

At American House, we offer maintenance-free living
at its finest. Our charming communities feature
spacious apartments with a variety of amenities and
services. Residents enjoy chef-prepared meals, weekly
housekeeping, salon and barber shop services, access
to care, wellness centers and so much more.

Call today or visit us online to learn more
about a community near you.
Bonita Springs

Coconut Point

Fort Myers

(239) 221-6042

(239) 221-6043

(239) 221-6439

ALF# 12672

ALF# 12898

ALF# 13171

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

AmericanHouse.com
20-AHMK-5165
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100% Online
~NO CHARGE~
48 Hour Access
Registration is now OPEN

February 7 - February 28, 2021
When a world-famous conductor
tries to create an IsraeliPalestinian orchestra, it takes
all his skill and resources to
overcome the discord and get
them to play in harmony.
Drama

Sarah and Daniel are Jewish and are
to be deported out of the country.
Hiding in the basement of Otto and
Gerda's family, they are discovered,
and the parents are arrested. Otto and
Gerda decide to help their new
friends. The goal is to get to Sweden.
Life and death are on the line for their
escape.

1 hour 46 minutes

Drama

Germany

1 hour 30 minutes

Inspired by Actual Events

Opening Day
Sunday, February 7

Sponsored by:
Sara & Brian Krivisky &
Radiology Regional

Norway
Tuesday, February 9

Sponsored by:
Andi & Bill Horowitz

Documentary

Set against the enchanting backdrop of 1960's Brooklyn, Extra
Innings tell the story of a young
man who is caught between
pursuing his dream and staying
devoted to his Syrian Jewish
family that is afflicted with
mental illness.

1 hour 35 minutes

Based on a True Story.

USA

Drama

The often forgotten story of
the coalition and friendship
between the Jewish and
African-American communities
during the Civil Rights
Movement.

1 hour 57 minutes
Tuesday, February 16

Double Feature
Sunday, February 28

Tuesday, February 23

USA

The film tells the story of Mrs.
Lea Gottlieb, the legendary
designer, founder and owner of
the Gottex swimwear empire.
A woman full of contradictions,
but knew how to recover from
periods of crisis - from surviving
the Holocaust, establishing a
small factory in Israel, to her
phenomenal success abroad.

The One and Only Jewish Miss
America is the surprising story of
Bess Myerson, the talented
beauty queen from the Bronx,
and how she won the world’s
most famous beauty pageant 75
years ago, at the tail end of
World War II. It is also a story of
courage and breaking down
barriers.

Documentary

Documentary

1 hour 35 minutes
Israel

Double Feature
Sunday, February 28

51 Minutes
USA
Sponsored by: Bat Yam Temple
of the Islands
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L' C H AY I M JA N U A RY 2 0 2 1
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

17

We are proud to announce registration is open for the
25th Anniversary Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida.
Please visit our website to register for your complimentary
festival pass to view all films VIRTUALLY from your home.

www.jewishfederationlcc.org/JFF2021
You MUST register online to receive instructions, links and
passwords for films. Please do not call or email to register.
Thank you for your support and enjoy the films!

Andi & Bill Horowitz
Sara & Brian Krivisky & Radiology Regional
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands

Barbara & Barry Epstein, Karin Fine, Lin & Ron Klein, Julia Perry
Leni & Rabbi Marc Sack, Ian & Reeva Shaffer, Dean & Tami Traiger
Jill & Carlos Weil

239-337-4263

Phyllis & Berny Aronson, Howard & Nancy Barrow, Russell & Elizabeth Bogin
Byron & Shirley Frank, Carolyn Gora, Marsha & Mike Kistler, Jim & JoAnn Lewin
Barbara B Siegel CPA LLC, Marsha Weiner, Steve & Vicki Zellner
Barbara & Hymie Alston, Hal & Pam Arkin, Judi & Richard Davis, Diane & Bob Goldstein, Francine Kremlin,
Kushner & Kushner Attorneys, Lynda & Ian Adler-Noy, Susan & Michael Rees, George & Joyce Rosinger, Avner Yonai
Judith Yevick
For more information on sponsorship
opportunities please email:
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.org

Sponsors as of 12/11.
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Wines from the “beautiful place”
By The Wine Whisperer

T

he Beaulieu Winery is one of
California’s most historic winemaking estates. It dates back to
1903, when Georges de Latour arrived
in California from France with his wife
Fernande and discovered the property. She immediately named it “beau
lieu,” which means “beautiful place”
in French.
De Latour gradually expanded his
vineyard holdings over the years. When
Prohibition hit
and many wineries closed down,
Beaulieu actually increased its
business by securing a contract
to sell sacramental wine to the
 Jerry
Catholic church.
Greenfield
Later, De Latour met legendary winemaker Andre
Tchelistcheff, who journeyed from
France to join the winery and ultimately had a profound impact on winemaking procedures and philosophy in the
region.
Today, the estate is under the management of winemaker Trevor Durling.
During his recent trip to Southwest
Florida, we had a chance to chat about
his approach to the art and craft.
“I’m a native Californian,” Durl-

ing told me. “When you’re born and
raised in Sonoma County, it’s hard not
to be surrounded by the wine culture.”
He went to the University of California
at Davis intending to go through the
ROTC program. But the wine bug bit
him, as it does to many of us.
“I knew that UC Davis had an exceptional winemaking program and I
decided to explore that as an opportunity. I enrolled in an introductory winemaking class, which really opened my
eyes.”
Like many wine lovers, Durling
tasted a wine that pretty much changed
his life. “Early in my career, I tried the
Beaulieu Vineyard 1968 Georges de
Latour Private Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon with a family friend. It shaped
my career path and painted a picture
of the wines I wanted to create. To this
day, it is still one of the most incredible
wine experiences I’ve ever had.”
One doesn’t become a winemaker overnight. Durling worked his way
up in the business. “I began my winemaking career with an internship at
Sonoma-Cutrer in 2003, then at Gloria
Ferrer. In 2009, I moved to Napa Valley, and after a stint at Provenance and
Hewitt, started working at Beaulieu.”
Like most winemakers, Durling has some set ideas about how to
achieve his goals and make the best

Lights!
Camera!

wine he can. “It’s important to spend
time in the vineyards and work closely
with my vineyard managers to make
sure the fruit is consistently of the highest quality. And we’ve made significant
investments in fermentation tanks and
state-of-the-art technology.”
He also thinks it’s important to understand and relate to the people who
purchase and enjoy his wines.
“I spend as much time as I can
in the tasting room speaking with our
visitors,” he said. “I like to know our
loyal customers, and people who may
be trying our wines for the first time. I
try to connect with them over a glass of
BV wine and hear their feedback firsthand.”
Obviously, that firsthand contact
helps him to craft many distinguished
wines, and enables him to preserve and
enhance the company’s flagship wine,
the Georges de La Tour Private Reserve – which, incidentally, he poured
for me.
BV Georges de Latour Private
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon Napa
Valley 2016 ($145) – As you might expect, this heritage luxury bottling explodes with aromas of cassis, blackberry and violets. The palate is luxurious
with flavors of that same blackberry,
chocolate and caramel. WW 98
BV Tapestry Reserve Red Blend

Napa Valley 2016 ($65) – The traditional Bordeaux blend of Cabernet
Sauvignon and Merlot, with Malbec,
Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc. Each
of the wines contributes its own characteristic flavors: blackberry, cassis,
dark cherry, and delicate floral notes of
violets and sage. WW 95
BV Chardonnay Carneros 2016
($19) – Vinification in 100% French
oak gives this wine aromas of creamy
lemon, almonds and a rich texture. The
8% of Viognier in the blend adds nice
floral notes and a bit of stone fruit. WW
90
Ask the Wine Whisperer
Does the word “reserve” on an American wine label mean the wine is higher
quality? – Harris G., Port St. Lucie
Sorry, no. In the U.S., unlike other
countries, the word “reserve” has no
legal meaning. While some producers
might use it to indicate a higher-quality
wine, I have seen the word used on
bottles that cost $12 or less.
Jerry Greenfield is the Wine Whisperer, a wine author, educator and consultant. He is Creative Director of
Greenfield Media & Marketing, and
an adjunct professor in the wine program at Florida Gulf Coast University.
His book, Ask the Wine Whisperer, is
available on his website. Read his blog
at www.winewhisperer.com.

Rabbi Laura Geller
“Getting Good At Getting Older”

LOVE!
At Norman Love Confections,
award-winning chocolate
is the

star of the show!

Join us for a
fascinating virtual
lecture with Rabbi
Laura Geller, Rabbi
Emerita of Temple
Emanuel in Beverly
Hills.

Wednesday,
Artisan Chocolate | Gourmet Gifts | Desserts & Pastries | Coffees & Teas | Gelato and More!

VISIT US ONLINE FOR LOCATIONS & HOURS
www.NormanLoveConfections.com
FORT MYERS

MCGREGOR

WHOLE FOODS

MIROMAR OUTLETS

NAPLES

SARASOTA

January 13th,
2021
7:00 P.M.
Register at www.JewishFederationlcc.org/Virtual-Events
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Israel, Bahrain sign historic tourism MOU

J

erusalem, December 3 – Israel’s
Minister of Tourism, Orit Farkash-Hacohen, and Bahrain’s
t
,Minister of Industry, Commerce &
hTourism, Zayed Al Zayani, signed a
historic Memorandum of Understand,ing (MOU) in the field of tourism as
fIsrael and Bahrain continue to build
upon the Abraham Accords regional
peace initiative. At the ceremony in
hJerusalem, Al Zayani said he and his
ydelegation were returning to Bahrain
e“with lots of hope and ambition that we
ewill forge the peace signed by our leadWership, so it transmits to every Israeli
and every Bahraini citizen.”
Farkash-Hacohen said the visit
r

was “dedicated to bilateral professional meetings between the two ministries, to explore new opportunities and
promote tourism initiatives between
our countries. Airlines, hotel representatives, travel agents and tour operators
from both sides met to discuss practical plans and initiatives in the field of
tourism.”
The MOU, the minister stressed,
provides the framework to turn ideas
into plans into packages. “Together,
we can create packages for regional
tourism, offering tourists from Brazil,
China or Australia or the Philippines to
visit both our countries.”
The MOU is the first of its kind

r
o
s
y
n

between Israel and the Arab states in
the Gulf. It includes a number of sections on bilateral cooperation between
the governments and the private sector
in the field of tourism, and calls to develop various types of travel: for families, wellness, business and others. Additionally, the MOU establishes a joint
committee headed by the Ministers,
which will meet regularly to promote
joint ventures among travel agents,
airlines, tour operators and all relevant
industry representatives.
Minister Farkash-Hacohen stated
she would work to open travel for
Bahrain tourists as soon as possible,
and stated, “Governments sign treaties,
but people create peace. This is why
signing a bilateral tourism MOU is so
important. We are encouraging travel
between our countries. We are encouraging people to meet and interact with

f
d
.
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INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent
Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us.
Anonymous
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help
Naomi Bloom & Ron Wallace
Barbara & Earl Magdovitz
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein
Jackie & Alan Cadkin

Taryn Sasser
Karin Fine
Sherri & Ira Zucker
Shalom Dancers
Mellow Mah Jongg

The Jewish Federation loves our

GENEROUS DONORS

INDIGENT FUND / MARCIA CAN HELP
Marty Freling
Paul & Sylvia Simko
William & Deborah Esicar
Barry & Barbara Epstein
David Balsiger
Barry & Cheryl Fulmer
Lynn Jaffe
Rosalyn Shraiar
Larry & Terri Eisenfeld

Robert & Carolyn Siegel
Shalom Dancers
Ajax Paving Industries of FL
Carlos & Jill Weil
Howard Silverman
Lynda Finn & Emily Jones
Clive & Sonya Lubner
Ron & Lynn Talone
Gene & Andrea Sipe

FOOD PANTRY
Temple Beth El
Temple Judea
Ruth Lefberg
Shalom Life Center
Safe-T-Storage
Marybeth Mandelkorn
Shalom Dancers
Bonnie Bursten
Janice & Marty Wolfson
Cary Rio
Claire Goldhagen

Victor Gold
Chuck Weisinger
Susan Egar
Harriet & Bruce Lipshutz
Barb & Neil Henry
Phyllis Hankel
Linda Silver & Bob Gast
Denise Flood
Debbie Laites
Judy Copeland
Anita Siegal

www.jewishfederationlcc.org

Specializing in
outpatient hip and
knee replacement
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each other. We are connecting two cultures. By doing so, we are encouraging
true and lasting peace.”
Al Zayani said, “You will find in
us a true partner, a genuine investor
and a frank friend. We feel there is a
real opportunity to develop tourism between our two countries and beyond.
And we invite you and welcome you to
use Bahrain as a springboard to the rest
of the world, and look forward to using
Israel as a springboard for us to the rest
of the world.”
“No doubt Covid-19 put a lot of
pressure on the hospitality and tourism
sector,” Al Zayani added. “It is our responsibility to make sure this sector is
back on its feet as soon as possible. I
would like to extend an open invitation
to you and to all Israelis to come and
visit our country.”
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Connecting the dots

A

propos of this season of darkness, Hanukkah and Covid-19,
we read these words from the
book of Joshua (1:9): “Have I not commanded thee: Be strong and of good
courage, be not affrighted, neither be
thou dismayed; for
the Lord thy G-d is
with thee whithersoever thou goest.”
We have much to
be concerned for and
 Rabbi
afraid of at this moMichael J. ment. The sun is setSchorin
ting earlier, so we are
facing more darkness. Temperatures
we normally experience have declined
considerably this week. And this partial list does not even include the hint
of Covid-19 and its relentless assault
on our normal living.
Perfect. The Hanukkah candles
are not made for being lit in bright

sunshine and great warmth. They are
designed for people facing religious
persecution, the darkness of a nearly
invincible army, for the corruption of
religious rites at our Holy Temple. Nobody uses a flashlight when all of the
lights are on, nobody lights a candle
when sunshine is pouring down. Nobody even puts up hurricane shutters
after hurricane season is over. To appreciate the light, we need to encounter
the darkness.
Hanukkah demonstrates this idea
perfectly. If you recall, Hanukkah begins on the 25th of Kislev, which is the
point when the moon is dark. This is
our only holiday which begins so late
in the month – for a very good reason. Even the sun is under constraints
during December. It raises later and
goes to bed earlier. The combination of
an absent moon and a less-than-prominent sun makes for a generally dark
time. Whether you are a sufferer of

Seasonal Affective Disorder, or not,
this is a tough time for many people.
So before you light the Hanukkah candles, take a moment to consider how dark things have become.
You might consider the decline in the
weather, the absence of the sun and
moon, the increasing lack of civility
in our country, the phenomenal spread
of this terrible disease, the plague-like
numbers of our fatalities, and even our
inability to worship regularly at shul.
As scary as this feeling might be, stay
with it for a little while. Allow yourself
to feel the fear and admit some doubts
and wonder about our future.
When you have encountered this
fear, that is the moment to recite the
blessings and light the candles. When
you light candles before you know how
everything will resolve, that is faith.
When you experience these doubts,
that is when the candles will mean the
most. When you listen to the Covid

statistics on the evening news, that is
when you will doubly hear the blessing
of the coming vaccines.
I doubt that G-d would have needed to address Joshua with the words
above, if he was not afraid. There is
nothing wrong with being afraid, but
we still need to act, whatever our responsibilities. So, encounter the darkness and feel the fear. But then go and
say the blessings and light the candles.
Put on a mask and spin the dreidel.
Lift up the courage of Judah and Judith, and know that we will get through
this. May we all be worthy of seeing a
“great miracle happening here.”
Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC,
BCC is a Chaplain in Lee Health’s
Department of Spiritual Services, and
ministers at the Gulf Coast Medical
Center.

Europe can’t fight antisemitism
while ignoring threats to Israel
By David Harris, CEO of American Jewish Committee (AJC), December 14, 2020

D

ear European Union, we have
to talk about a major foreign
policy blind spot: your relations with Israel.
Countless times, I have heard European leaders, on commemorative anniversaries and at memorial sites, express their anguish over the Holocaust,
the extermination of six million European Jews and the fertile European soil
that nurtured antisemitism over centuries. I have heard them vow repeatedly,
“never again.”
I don’t for a moment minimize
these statements and gestures. To the
contrary, they are extremely important,
all the more so as antisemitism is again
on the rise in Europe and knowledge of
the Holocaust declines.
But – and it’s a big but – too many
European leaders are not connecting
this painful past to present policies.
I was particularly struck by this
when I was invited, in 2013, to be one
of six keynote speakers at a ceremony
at Mauthausen, the infamous Nazi concentration camp in Austria, where my
cousin, Mila Racine, was killed in the
last weeks of the war.
The four speakers who preceded
me – the presidents of Austria, Hungary and Poland, and the speaker of the
Russian parliament – all invoked painful images of the war and the massive
loss of Jewish life. They made moving
statements affirming their commitment
to remembrance and their opposition
to any resurgence of hatred against
Jews.
Yet not one mentioned the word
“Israel.” Not one connected the trag-

edy of the Holocaust to the absence
of an Israel that, had it existed, might
have rescued and offered safety to
countless European Jews trapped on
the Continent.
And not one noted that nearly half
of the world’s Jews today live in Israel,
which faces both military threats to its
existence and endless challenges to its
legitimacy.
How can any leader speak about
the lessons of the Holocaust and the
menace of modern-day antisemitism without reference to the ongoing
threats against Israel and the Jewish
right to self-determination?
What happened that day at Mauthausen was not unusual. Indeed, it was
all too routine.
Every EU member country has bilateral ties with Israel, even if some,
like Greece and Spain, were decades
late. And the EU itself has an extensive
network of links with Israel, including
trade, research and development.
But when it comes to the threats
confronting Israel, more often than not
the EU is nowhere to be found. Sure, it
might offer up the occasional rhetorical
flourish here or there about “commitment” to Israel’s security, but there will
be nothing concrete to back it up.
Take three revealing examples. On
Iran, the EU has opted to ignore the dire
warnings of Israel (and Sunni Arab nations) about Tehran’s ambitions to sow
chaos in the region, believing it has a
better understanding of the regime and
how to contain the threat, including
bone-chilling calls for the annihilation
of Israel.

But does it really? There is no evidence whatsoever to suggest it. While
others seek to disrupt the clandestine
Iranian program to develop weapons
of mass destruction, the EU clings to
the deeply-flawed Iran nuclear deal –
known as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action – as a lifeline and its
only real hope.
Then there is Hezbollah. An Iranian proxy, its stated aim is to destroy the
Israeli state. Yet, until 2013, EU member countries, led by France, refused to
list Hezbollah as a terror organization.
Then, following a deadly Hezbollah attack in Bulgaria, in which five
Israelis tourists and a Bulgarian bus
driver were killed, the EU, again spearheaded by Paris, created an absurdity –
it made a distinction between Hezbollah’s “armed wing,” which it added to
its list of terror organizations, and the
“political movement.”
The move is as credible as bifurcating the Nazi Party or ISIS. And so
it remains to this day, even as six EU
member countries – Estonia, Germany,
Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands and
Slovenia – and the United Kingdom
have laudably acted on their own to
end this charade.
Finally, when it comes to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the EU is quick
to criticize Israel publicly, but rarely
speaks out about Palestinian obstructionism, corruption or incitement, including at times via EU-funded NGOs.
The lame argument is, “we expect
more from Israel.”
Like (most) EU member countries,
Israel seeks to live by democratic stan-

For daily news stories related to Israel & the
Jewish world, visit the Federation’s website at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

dards and the rule of law. But, alas, it
has different neighbors: Syria is not
Sweden, Iran is not Ireland, Hamas is
not Holland and Gaza is not Germany.
To add insult to injury, the EU-Israel Association Council, the formal
body charged with ensuring regular
dialogues and identifying areas of cooperation, has not met since 2012. The
blockage is politically motivated and
comes from the EU side, driven by the
opposition of certain member countries – including, reportedly, France
and Sweden – to Israeli settlements and
policies toward Palestinians.
Let me be clear. I do not believe
that Israel is entitled to immunity from
criticism because of Holocaust memory or a surge in antisemitism.
I write as a friend, who has said
more than once that the EU is the single most ambitious and successful
peace project in modern history. And I
write as a fellow EU citizen, having accepted Austrian citizenship last year in
honor and memory of my father, who
was denied that citizenship as a Jew in
Vienna in the 1930s.
But if the EU is serious about
tackling antisemitism and preserving
historical memory of the Holocaust, it
cannot neglect, minimize or wish away
threats to the existence of Israel, the
world’s lone Jewish-majority country
and home to nearly seven million Jews.
The EU often complains that Israel does not trust Brussels or offer it
a role in any unfolding peace process.
A look in the mirror might offer an
answer why.

The AJC West Coast
Florida office, located in
Sarasota, can be reached
at 941.365.4955.
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A welcoming attitude

T

here is a small town up north
that has two churches and one
synagogue. All three have had
the same problem with squirrels in
their buildings. Each
called a meeting of
their congregants to
decide what to do.
One church decided that it was
pre-destined
and
pre-ordained, and it
 Rabbi
would just have to
Devora
live with and bear
Buchen
the burden.
The second church decided it
should take a human approach. It gently trapped them and released them in
a park at the edge of the town. Three
days later, all the squirrels were back
in the church.
The synagogue simply voted them
in as members. Some of them drop in
twice a year.
We are experiencing a pandemic
of unprecedented proportions. We are
forced to become a virtual synagogue.
New people, people from around the
country and old friends drop in. And
many of our young kids are eager to
participate in a new virtual warmth.
What do we say and how do we greet
our visitors? “Welcome. Happy to see
you. How are you? Would you like to
read next week? Not sure? You can
always make a last-minute decision.

Whatever you decide, Happy New
Year!”
Such a welcoming attitude does
not just happen. It is built up and built
upon a number of other prior choices
and convictions. Everyone is welcome
– welcome as family. The only requirement is that they want to be here.
Given such commitments, welcoming those of you who are with us
sometimes is an extension of who we
are, and above all our vision of one
people under God.
What are the expectations? There
are at least three. The synagogue, yes,
the virtual synagogue, should be a
sanctuary, a place where we can retreat
and feel safe and at peace. Second, it
should be a place where people smile
most of the time, pray, greet each other, share naches, virtually arm in arm,
holding hands. The primary role of our
synagogue should raise the ordinary
and the everyday to be somewhat larger and more important so that our grasp
is ever greater than before.
I ask you now to reach out and virtually hold hands so that our individual
lives and the life of each congregation
be extended and renewed. May we all
stay well and safe during these trying
times.
Shana Tova. A Healthy and Happy
New Year for all of us.
Rabbi Devora Buchen serves at Temple
Beth Shalom in Cape Coral.

As the pandemic rages on

W

“

eeping may tarry for the
night, but joy comes in
the morning (Psalms
30:6),” is one of my favorite verses in
the entire Bible.
Robert Alter’s translation, “At
evening one beds down weeping, and
in the morning glad song,” (The Book
of Psalms, A Translation with Commentary, W.W. Norton and Co., 2007,
loc. 2387, Kindle
edition) may be more
accurate linguistically, but it lacks the
majesty of the more
familiar King James
translation of the
verse.
 Rabbi
As we move
Stephen
from day to day
Fuchs
through the Corona
plague, I find no more fitting mantra of
aspiration than these immortal words.
Our lives have changed radically.
Isolation is the new normal. The tolls
in death and suffering continue to soar.
Vaccines are on the horizon, but it
will be months yet before they will be
available to all of us.
Meanwhile, the world and our
country face a horrific choice. We must
weigh the risk of an even greater death
toll against the impact of an economic
recession that deepens daily. Protesters
have taken to the streets as arguments
continue to rage about our preparedness as a nation for the reality through
which we are now living.
The late Rabbi Leon Klenicki,
former Director of Inter-Religious Affairs for the Anti-Defamation League,
defined the word “crisis” as “turning
point.”
Without question, however long it

endures, Covid-19 will mark a turning
point in our lives. We not only wonder
when the economy will recover but if.
Some industries face the possibilities
that they never will.
The cost in human suffering is incalculable, and the economic hardship
many face is beyond measure. People
who never dreamed they would depend
on charity now wait in line for hours
just to receive the food they will need
to feed their families for the next week.
Through it all, the Psalmist promises things will get better. “Weeping
may tarry for the night, but joy comes
in the morning.”
One way or another we will get
through this.
We as a nation, and we as a worldwide humanity created in God’s image,
will survive this pandemic. Hopefully,
we will learn from it to be more diligent
in our stewardship of the planet entrusted to our care. Hopefully, we will
put greater store in the relationships we
used to take for granted. Hopefully, we
will hold more precious every breath
of life that we have the privilege to
take.
January 27 is International Holocaust Remembrance Day. We have
learned that those who survived the
camps shared a common characteristic:
they clung to the hope that they would
make it.
There is a lesson there for us.
Though the toll of lives lost and economic devastation is staggering, we
must not despair. Our night of weeping will end, and joy will come in the
morning.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on Sanibel Island.

Gulf Coast Kayak— 4120 Pine Island Rd.
NW Matlacha FL 33993

THURSDAY,
JANUARY 28TH
8:30 A.M.
Only $45 for our group rate (we need 8+ people)
Payment required at time of reservation.
Witness Matlacha Pass Aquatic Preserve come to life & join
us as we identify coastal & wetland birds and sea
creatures that make the estuary their home! We may
encounter Dolphins, Manatee, Stingray, Skates, Sea
Turtles, Great Blue Herons, Osprey and Bald Eagles!
Experienced and knowledgeable guides are ACA Certified
Kayak Instructors & Florida Master Naturalists well versed
on Florida’s ecology and natural history & skilled at
spotting local wildlife! An easy 2 hour tour.
To register, for more information & cancellation
policy, visit our website at:
www.JewishFederationlcc.org

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Ted Epstein,
L’CHAYIM Editor, at LChayim36@gmail.com.

Letters Policy

Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone.
Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length
and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM
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The darkness that comes at this time of the year

L

ike many ancient religious
cultures in the northern hemisphere, we Jews celebrate a festival of light around the Winter Solstice
at this darkest time of the year. From
the outside looking
in, it seems counterintuitive to be so joyous on our winter’s
longest and darkest
nights.
Compounding
the seeming confu Rabbi
Bruce
sion, at least regardDiamond ing our Jewish tradition, is that our very saddest time of
year is in the heart of the brightest days
of summer during the first nine days
of the month we call Av, culminating
on the 9th day which is observed with a
24-hour fast and lamentations over the
many destructions we’ve endured before the modern Holocaust.
It is as if we are being taught that
sometimes joy can be found in the
darkness, and grief in the brightness.
Before the invention of artificial
light, light universally was seen as
the symbol of goodness and knowledge, while darkness became synonymous with ignorance and evil. That
made sense in olden times when, in the
darkness, all we had were the meager
flickering flames of lamps, candles and
hearths.
But perhaps we moderns should
reconsider. Too often, the brightness
of our new sources of light that we’ve
created can wash out so much of the
details of what there is to be seen, like
the flash of a camera held too close.
And at their brightest, these new light
sources can disorient us like they do to
migrating birds, and at their most intense our new lights can quickly blind
us.
Astronomers bemoan what they
call light pollution, and so they seek
out the darkest areas of our world as
locations for their observatories. And a

majority of humanity now lives in urban areas where the light is relentless,
obscuring the grandeur of creation
which is best experienced in the natural
darkness of the night.
And, of course, there are the unnatural lights of our ubiquitous television, computer and phone screens with
which we surround and mesmerize
ourselves. More often than not, they
draw us away from what truly can be
seen and appreciated. We all know of
those stereotypical tourists who, when
they first encounter something new and
spectacular, rush to place a screen between it and themselves to snap a picture, because for them it’s not” really
real” until displayed on Facebook by
the light of a computer screen or smartphone.
The splendor of creation requires
darkness to be fully appreciated and
celebrated. The light of creation and
the primal darkness require each
other; one without the other is meaningless.
Much in the same way, the darkest
moments of our lives can bring us the
most enlightenment. This only sounds
like a paradox on the surface. Deeper
thinking shows it to be an essential
truth, which can become more evident
as we grow older as we discover that,
if we are willing, we learn more about
ourselves from what we lose than from
what we gain.
So here we are now at Hanukkah,
when our tradition commands to kindle very modest lights for eight consecutive nights. While there are some
who use electric menorah candelabras
with small light bulbs, especially for
outdoor displays or in settings where
open flames pose a hazard, by far the
old-fashioned ways of candles or even
oil lamps are much preferred.
This is because the lights of Hanukkah are not intended to be used to
combat the darkness, but rather, simply
to be seen and to exist within it. Our
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239-258 -1102

bob@gosouthnow.com

ancient Sages were quite explicit about
this when they stated, “These lights
are sacred and we are not allowed to
use them, only solely to look at them
in order to give thanks and praise for
all the Divine miracles, goodness and
salvations.”
In order to better do so, it we would
be best if we moderns switched off all
those garish lights which have come to
dominate us in so many ways and allow ourselves to be embraced by calming darkness, much in the same way

that closing our eyes enables us to see
the light within our minds – that same
light by which we see in our dreams,
that light that only emerges in, and perhaps even from, the darkness.
Maybe that is why we reserve
our most sacred deepest joys for the
darkness that comes at this time of the
year!
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The
Community Free Synagogue in Fort
Myers.

Moments worth
striving for

A

s my congregants know, I have
fantasized about taking up fly
fishing. I actually took a lesson
once and learned that I was at terrible
at casting. I also caught nothing, which
is not a sign of failure in itself. But it
did show me how
patience was a prerequisite for fishing
and, here too, this is
not one of my strong
suits.
It was my interest in fly fishing
 Rabbi
that drew me to a
Marc
book I came across
Sack
by chance. The Habit of Rivers, by Ted Leeson, is one of
the best books I have read. The book
intertwined the experience of fishing
with the search for spiritual meaning.
(It also proved to me that fly fishing is
at least as complex as Jewish observance.)
At the end of the book, Leeson
wrote, “Fishing is commonly, and mistakenly I believe, regarded as a form
of escapism. But it seems to me more
closely allied with a deeper historical
impulse, a submerged conviction in the
national consciousness … that some
new and improved brand of the self can
be reinvented in the fresh air of uncorrupted places … The path of American
history is strewn with the remains of
experiments, from Puritanism to Brook
Farm and Oneida … continual rediscoveries that there is no perfect world
… There are, I think, only moments of
local perfection, fashioned from design
and chance. … A harvest of these brief
entireties appears to me a plausible
response, perhaps the only one. A life
lived recollecting or creating or anticipating such moments, enjoying and appreciating their value, may not possess
the seamless continuity that we expect
of something like, ‘truth,’ but it does
have the feel of some truthlike substance.”
I recently read the story of Chris
Nikic, who became the first man with
Down syndrome to complete an Ironman triathlon. Nikic, who is 21, did not
walk until he was four, or eat solid food
until he was six. But by his early teens,
he was running, swimming and com-

peting in the Special Olympics. A year
ago, he decided to train for an Ironman. In November, he did the 2.4-mile
open-water swim, 112-mile bike ride
and 26.2-mile run in under 17 hours.
Since Chris Nikic did this with the
support of his parents with whom he
lives, and a coach, this was a triumph
of the human spirit on his part and of
his team.
My initial response was to be inspired by this story, but then I thought
again. We celebrate singular stories of
human triumph but, in fact, they are
singular. How many people have the
support and determination of Chris
Nikic? Upon reconsideration, I think
my second response was misplaced.
Nikic’s triumph was a “moment of local perfection,” and the celebration of
these may lead us closer to a “truthlike
substance.”
Like others, I have wondered what
we can learn from 2020 to make 2021 a
better year. While I expect people will
rush to travel and otherwise get out of
the house, I hope we have found meaning in the smaller moments – Zoom
gatherings with friends, family meals,
either in person or on Zoom, quiet
walks, building jigsaw puzzles and
reading books. Perhaps, having been
humbled by the virus, we have learned
to be satisfied with smaller happinesses, smaller moments of meaning.
Judaism is built to help us have such
moments. Shabbat candles, Shabbat
dinners, Pesach Seders – these are
smaller, regular, moments of meaning
that we create on our own.
I do believe that while Judaism
helps us fill our lives with “local perfections,” it encourages us to envision
and work for some “seamless continuity that we expect of something like
‘truth.’” It encourages us to work for a
much better world too.
In 2020, we were reminded of the
deep divisions in our country. I think
that bringing people together in 2021,
creating moments of discussion and
cooperation, might lead us to experiences of such “truth.” The moments
might be intermittent, but these too are
worth striving for.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple
Judea in Fort Myers.
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Keeping the flame alive

W

e all fondly remember a
time not so long ago when
we could hug one another.
A time when we could gather without
a mask hiding our faces. Where our
conversations weren’t dependent on
our internet connection.
The Book of Lamentations tells
us: “Renew our days as of old.” Let’s
experience again a
world that’s familiar,
while dedicating ourselves to assure that
it won’t be the same
as before, but better!
How could it be better? We’ll just have
 Rabbi
to reinvent ourselves,
Lawrence and it won’t be the
Dermer
first time.
We draw inspiration from Yochanan Ben Zakkai, an 8th century disciple
of Hillel who helped to reconstruct
Jewish life after the destruction of the
Second Temple. The fact that we were
able to not only survive but thrive in
the 2,000 years that followed, is a testament to his success. After the fall of
Jerusalem, Judaism had to reinvent
itself. There was no Temple and no
Cohanim. Ben Zakkai renewed us and
gave Judaism a new future. He saw the
Temple ruins and envisioned another
way to connect with G-d through acts
of charity, G-dliness, goodness and
kindness. Living Torah values.
Crisis is nothing new. But allowing
the crisis of the day to inspire ingenuity
and inventiveness is what Jews do best!
Will we allow Covid-19 the temporary
closing of our shuls to drive us away
from our connection to Judaism? Or
will Covid-19 be the spark that ignites
a new Jewish revolution, a reinvention
in the spirit of Yocahanan Ben Zakkai?
G-d’s name was revealed to Moses as Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh – I Will Be
Who I Will Be. The Rabbis in the Talmud explain what this means: “I Will
Be with you in your current suffering,

and I Will Be with you in future suffering.” In other words, don’t think for a
moment that this is the only challenge
you’ll face. “There will be future exiles, persecution, wars and even pandemics. What I can promise is that I’ll
be with you for all of them, helping
you find life and freedom once more.
Even in the depths of darkness, you’ll
never be forgotten and never be alone.”
Thousands of years after speaking
to Moses from a burning bush, G-d’s
sacred promises have given hope to our
people facing pogroms and gas chambers, and to us struggling now through
a 100-year pandemic. G-d reminds us
that we may be in darkness now, but
we’ll find healing and light if we walk
toward our own redemption.
How can we allow this Divine
promise to inspire us to keep our Jewish flame alive? How do we redesign
a different kind of space to hold these
sacred ideals?
For now, it may mean Livestream
services and Zoom meetings. It means,
rather than slipping into a language of
despair, speaking a language of hope
and possibility. It means seeing as a
sacred religious obligation the need
to support our shuls even if they are
only virtual. Let’s dig deep into our
rich history to rediscover, and live out
our greatest and most profound Jewish
ideas. Our generation is called to this
holy mission.
This is the time of reinventing ourselves. May our 2021 New Year’s resolution be to make our lives a testament
to the timeless and resilient gift of what
Judaism, at its core, really means. May
the challenges of the past year serve
only to make us stronger and bring us
all closer to each other and to G-d as
we accept the awesome responsibility
of keeping our Jewish flame alive and
passing the torch forward once more.
Happy New Year.
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.
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The wisdom of Rabbi Lord
Jonathan Sacks

T

he Jewish community lost
a leader and scholar in November, Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sacks. He served as the Chief Rabbi
of Great Britain from 1991-2013 and
was a prolific writer
and respected teacher around the world.
In his 2009 book,
Future Tense: Jews,
Judaism and Israel
in the Twenty-First
Century, Rabbi Sacks
 Rabbi
spells out the connecNicole
tion between chesed,
Luna
loving-kindness, and
the ultimate purpose of the Jewish
people. He wrote: “Judaism is… the
code of a nation that would be called,
through its history, to show that civilizations survive not through strength
but through the care they show for the
weak, not by wealth, but because of
the help they give to the poor. Nations
become invulnerable by caring for the
vulnerable. These are deeply paradoxical propositions, and the only thing that
can be said in their favor is that they
are true… The superpowers of history
disappeared into the pages of history
while Jews continue to sing Am Yisrael
Chai – ‘the Jewish People lives.’ None
of this I believe was for the sake of the
Jews alone, or Judaism alone, but to
give hope to the hopeless, dignity to
humanity, and moral meaning and purpose to the human story.”
For Rabbi Sacks, what leads to
greatness is an overabundance of kindness. This is an example of Jewish distinctiveness, and we see it throughout
the Torah as well, for example in the
story of our matriarch Rebecca at the
well. Rebecca does not simply offer
water to Abraham’s servant, she offers
drink to his thirsty camels, no easy feat
to quench the thirst of water-retaining

animals. It is this element of surplus,
an overabundance of kindness, of compassion, a willingness to spend extra
time and exert extra effort, that leads
to Rebecca being worthy of parenting
the next generation and to the miracle
of Jewish survival. It is what makes us
distinct.
Rabbi Sacks beautifully articulates how the Jewish people must act
in the world, not through strength and
wealth, but through generosity and
compassion. This is a complex task.
We are imperfect people. Rebecca’s
act of chesed demonstrates her merit in
being the mother of the Jewish people.
Yet she later encourages Jacob to lie to
his father to steal the blessing for the
eldest son. The legacy of Rabbi Jonathan Sacks is marred by the reprehensible things he said against Reform and
Conservative leaders. How do we ensure our leaders stay true to the task?
Rabbi Sacks offers us another lesson in leadership, writing, “Judaism
prefers the leadership of influence to
the leadership of power…Power lifts
the leader above the people. Influence
lifts the people above their former
selves. Influence respects people; power controls people. Judaism, which has
the highest view of human dignity of
any major religion, is therefore deeply
skeptical about power and deeply serious about influence.”
According to Rabbi Sacks, true
leadership is not about power and control, not about strength and wealth.
True leadership is about positive influence, lifting people above their former
selves, calling them to be greater in
compassion and help. Let us each take
on this mantle of leadership in memory
of Rabbi Sacks and with hope for our
future.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple
Beth El in Fort Myers.
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Chabad at FGCU remains strong amid the pandemic

By Ariana Milian

D

espite the raging Covid-19
pandemic, Chabad has managed to keep Jewish life on
campus at FGCU alive and active.
While there were some adjustments,
the friendships, bonds and Jewish connections have remained strong and just
keep growing.
Two incredible new initiatives of
educational programming have begun this semester for students to actively engage in Jewish traditions and
values. Sinai Scholars gives students
the opportunity to get a deeper picture of Jewish basics and tradition in
a hands-on learning setting. Jewish U
allowed students to declare a “major”
in Jewish heritage and values through
discussions on a series of topics. Both
initiatives will continue this coming

semester and beyond.
Chabad has also continued to offer Shabbat dinners, with prayer and
meals outdoors, with students sitting
distanced from each other to ensure
everyone is safe. For those who cannot
attend Shabbat dinner, Chabad also offers Shabbat to-go packages with challah, grape juice, mouth-watering matza-ball soup and dessert, so students
can celebrate Shabbat in their own
dorm rooms.
Another incredible program has
just started this semester as we moved
programming outdoors – a live Musical
Havdalah and fireside s’mores. A special thanks to local musician Avi Gev
for enhancing and sharing his music.
There have also been social events
like paint nights, a Chanukah party in

partnership with other Jewish organizations on campus, and a Zoom presentation by a rapping rabbi.
While it’s easy for people to feel
distant and lonely during this pandem-

ic, Chabad reminds us that as long as
we have Jewish connections, we are
never alone. We may be physically distant, but our hearts are close when we
engage in Jewish life on campus.
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ter, freeze in an ice cube
tray. Once it is ice, take
it outside and draw on a
sidewalk, driveway or
paper. It’s great to use to
talk about liquid to solid and solid to
liquid, or as the ice melts, colors will
run together to mix and make different colors. Children have the most fun
when they are creating and getting wet
and messy. This can also be expanded to talk about weather and activities
during cold weather.
Ice skating: Use two squares of
wax paper cut to a few inches bigger
than your child’s foot. Let them slide
on the floor and ice skate or ice dance.
Skate in circles, squares or other shapes
and use as reinforcement for learning
shapes or small and large, big and little.
These activities are easy and fun to
do. Children can also be involved with
making these activities. Children love
to help! All of the materials are available at the dollar store.
Below are websites you may want
to look at for some other great ideas.
100 Activities to Do at Home
During School Closures: https://enter
tainkidsonadime.com/2020/03/13/100activities-to-do-at-home-duringschool-closures/
This is a helpful guide to use during
school closures or any time. Many of
these activities will require some supplies. Most items can be found at one
of the different types of dollar stores.
Projects and Activities to Try at
Home: https://www.communityplay
things.com/resources#
Find creative activities to use at
home with your children. Most activities use items commonly found at home.
Currently, we are serving VPK in
our Early Learning Center in a secure
and closely monitored CDC guidelines
environment. Our elementary grades
were working virtually for the first semester. By the time you read this, it is
our hope and prayer to have life and
school back to normal soon. Please request information on Maimonides’ full
school reopening and available classroom openings at MaimonidesHDay
Sc@aol.com.

MAIMONIDES
HEBREW DAY SCHOOL
Fort Myers

Learning for young children
in a Covid world
Marsha Carmona, Director,
Maimonides Hebrew Day School
Early Learning Center
As the school year ended in June 2020,
we were all hoping to say good-bye to
children staying home and hours spent
on the computer doing virtual learning.
Unfortunately, when the new
school year started, some schools
didn’t open and children were left
to resort back to the computer. I saw
firsthand with my 5-year-old granddaughter that she just wasn’t having it.
Yes, the computer can be a great tool
for learning, but young children also
like to play and move around. “Get the
sillies out,” as I call it. So, to get the
sillies out and also have a learning experience, I wanted some activities that
would do both. I use some of these activities in my classroom with VPK and
Kindergarten-aged children. I would
like to share a few.
Bean bags are wonderful, but not
every household has them. Why not
make them? Using two sandwich-size
zippered baggies, put one bag inside
the other so you have a double bag, and
fill with different size and color dried
beans. Squeeze out the air and zip the
inside bag, staple a couple times across
the top, and then cover with duct tape.
Do the same with the outside bag. You
now have a bean bag that can be used
for different activities.
Number buckets, color buckets
or alpha buckets: Place numbers on
different sand buckets, and place the
buckets apart from each other, some
close, some far. Call out a number
and allow your child to find and toss
the bean bag into that bucket. This can
be made easy for very young children
or as an addition/subtraction game for
older children.
How about a little science? Solids and liquids or hot and cold. Using
washable paint mixed with a little wa-
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Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner,
Director of Congregational Learning
I think we can all agree that we are all
glad to turn the calendar page from
2020 to 2021. If you had asked me a
year ago what I thought 2020 would
be like, I would have never guessed
it would be virtual religious school,
Zoom meetings, and wearing masks
for anything other than Purim. If the
vaccine rollout is slow, I can totally see
a Purim facemask decorating contest
in our future. Looking back on 2020,
despite the challenges, this was a time
of great growth for Temple Judea Religious School.
Like everyone, we shut things
down (briefly) in the spring but used
the time to introduce our teachers to
online teaching. When the school year
ended, we took more time to develop
technical skills to be more effective
and engaging online teachers.
In mid-November we made the
shift to hybrid instruction, with some
students attending in-person while others attended online. For some it is about
safety. For others it is being able to see
each other facemask to facemask. For

of their iPad.
On December 11 we held our second in-person Tot Shabbat program.
These programs are by reservation
only. We learned during the summer
months just how difficult online toddler programming was and we all
agreed that with good Covid practices,
we could resume in-person. It has been
so good to see the little ones again. I
have missed it.
On December 12 our congregation
hosted a Chanukah Dinner Tailgate.
Everyone brought their own dinner, we
lit menorahs and the kids got to have
good, clean, safe fun. I hope the Havdalah Tailgates will stay a regular fixture
even after we emerge from the Covid
pandemic. They are so much fun.
Our spring classes will resume on
Sunday, January 10 with online and
in-person options. We are tentatively planning a Tu Bishvat event with
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Pi colony at
FGCU. More details to come.
For more information about our
Tu Bishvat event, Religious School or
Tot Shabbat programming, please contact me at 239.433.0201 or tjswfledu@
gmail.com.

DISCOVER
THE FUN!

Earn CAS Credits
The Jewish Federation of Lee
and Charlotte Counties is
interested in hearing from
teenagers in high school who
might like to earn CAS credits
though various work in the
Jewish community.
If you are interested, please
send the following information
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

others still, it is about being able to roll out of bed
and eat their breakfast cereal during class in front

SHARE the experience
of reading with your
children as they grow with
PJ Library books.

SIGN UP TODAY!
Enrollment is open to
Jewish families with
children between the
ages of six months to
eight years
living in
Lee & Charlotte Counties.

RECEIVE
THE GIFT
OF FREE
JEWISH
CHILDREN’S
BOOKS
MAILED TO
YOUR HOME
EVERY MONTH!
Funded by the

Roth Family
Foundation
More information,
contact Debbie Sanford
239.481.4449 ext. 3
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org

ORGANIZATIONS
and David. My daughter,
Julia, is a Lifetime Member.
Collier/Lee Chapter
I was a past president,
(732) 539-4011
a member of the Upper
Introducing the new Collier/Lee
New York State Region
Hadassah Chapter President
Board and an attendee of several NaJoyce Toub
tional Conventions. My kids grew up
I visited Israel in 1968, 1992, 2008,
with a mom running to all sorts of Ha2009 and 2019. Each time I entered
dassah activities. These activities take
Jerusalem and the few times I’ve been
on a different form in today’s world.
to Hadassah Hospital at Ein Kerem, I
When my husband and I first
trembled with excitement. I have been
moved here, we immediately found
a Lifetime Hadassah
ourselves in a whirlMember for more than
wind, belonging to sev40 years and a Keeper
eral orchestras, music
of the Gate for the last
groups and synagogues,
10 years. I never realas well as Federation
ized the payback would
and Hadassah. I quickly
be so great – the friends
transferred my HadasI made, the good we’ve
sah membership to the
done, the education we
Collier/Lee Chapter and
have encouraged and the
tried to be active, while
experiences gained.
dividing my time beI retired from teachtween the New York and
ing High School (BioloNaples chapters.
gy, Chemistry, Earth SciWhen I was asked
ence, Physics) in 2015,
to assume the presidenand in 2016 I moved our
cy of the Collier/Lee
Joyce Toub
“winter” home to Naples
Chapter, I was honored
from Saratoga County, New York. My
and privileged. After connecting with
late husband, Mel Toub, was a Hadasthe current board members and expesah Associate, as are my sons, Joshua
riencing their enthusiasm firsthand, my
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decision was easy, realizing what we
women working together can achieve.
We’ve worked hard to Zoom together. Expanding Horizons I, created by Diane Schwartz and her board,
featured a variety of educational programming and entertainment. This
will be continued as Expanding Horizons II, and will give you the opportunity to learn, engage and be entertained.
I’m optimistic that 2021 will be
a year of rejoicing, with promising
Covid-19 vaccines on the horizon. I
know the satisfaction of working hard,
making a difference and investing energy to effect positive change.
Our children and grandchildren
learn by example, so let’s work together to show them the way.
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***
Join us on Wednesday, January
20 at 10:00 a.m. for the Installation of
Officers followed by Ellen Katz “Celebrates Broadway,” taking us to the
musical Chicago.
We hope to see you on Zoom at
these interesting and diverse programs.
For your convenience, these offerings
are being presented as a series of programs. You may subscribe and choose
any and all programs. Please be sure to
share your email to receive the Zoom
link. Contact Carol Weisberg at carolw
@tetragonia.com or 239.254.8282, or
Elyse Morande at amorande@aol.com
or 239.498.0623. Watch for the weekly eblast with registration information
coming soon.

Candle lighting times:
January
January
January
January
January

1:
8:
15:
22:
29:

5:29
5:34
5:39
5:45
5:50

Stay in touch throughout the month.
Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information
on upcoming community
events and cultural activities,
breaking news, updates from
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

239.481.4449 x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
To join and for more information call Debbie Sanford

W
Whhaatt iiss aa W
Woom
meenn’s
’sss GGiivviinngg CCiirrccllee??


MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT
Honoring a special person through a
tribute gift to the Jewish Family Services
of Lee & Charlotte Counties is a wonderful
way to recognize a simcha or remember
a loved one. Not only does your gift
show your family and friends that
you care, it goes to work helping Jews
in need and building vibrant communities
locally, in Israel and around the world.

Visit our website & Make a Gift

jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials
A personal Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte
Counties tribute card will be sent to the honoree
or bereaved on your behalf, reflecting a personal
message if you wish.













What is a Women’ss Giving Circle?






To
join and
for more
information call
Debbie Sanford
To
To join
join and
and for
for more
more information
information call
call Debbie
Debbie Sanford
Sanford
239.481.4449 x4
x4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
239.481.4449
239.481.4449 x4 or
or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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I did find that that there
is a word for history in
modern Hebrew, and that
word is historia, the same
word used for history in
Latin, Polish and many other languages, and apparently “word-lifted” from
English. So perhaps this woman was
wrong in her statement, but was she?
I ran across a number of articles
titled “There is No Hebrew Word for
History.” One article stated that there is
no word for history but rather the word
to use is zechira, which can be defined
as remembrance. One article noted
“Zechira is a dynamic process, that
people have to understand what led to
things and what came out of them, not
just what occurred at that moment.”
Very interesting, I thought. Zechira

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
(239) 963-9347

There is no Hebrew word for history
Ida Margolis
Recently, while watching one of the
many Zoom events that I and likely many of you are now watching, I
heard a woman say, “There is no Hebrew word for history.” I don’t recall
her name or exactly why that statement
would have come up, but I thought that
she must have been mistaken. As a history major, I was immediately motivated to do some research to disprove this
statement. This research proved to be
extremely interesting to me.
At first, I was amazed to discover
that she was technically correct. Most
languages have a word for history,
even languages like Esperanto, Afrikaans and Basque. The word for history in over 100 languages can be found
on the website indifferentlanguages.
com, but not the word for history in
Hebrew. That website had the Yiddish
word for history, geschichte, which is
the same as the German word. But to
me and many others, that word is more
like the English word story or tale than
our word history. In further research,

reminded me of the word Zachor, to
remember – the very same word that
is on pins that were given to many
members of GenShoah by the Zachor
Remembrance Foundation. This Foundation was founded by an amazing Holocaust survivor, Ben Lesser, who is
dedicated to ensuring the remembrance
of the Holocaust. Zikaron (memory) is
a distant cousin of history, and while
I and others have always recognized
the importance of history, many people
currently, especially those who want
things done in 280 letters, have no interest in nor patience for history. Many
young people don’t know or want to
know history. But they would certainly
want to have memory.
Why do we commemorate events
of 75 years ago? Why is it important
in a time and age when people want to
forget? Because when we commemorate an event, like the Holocaust, it
should be more than just telling history, it should be remembering. We can

understand from remembering and we
can learn lessons from remembering.
The United Nations has designated
January 27 as International Holocaust
Remembrance Day. We can and should
remember what happened to six million Jews and millions of others. And
we can learn the lessons of the Holocaust by remembering. And as is the
mission of the Holocaust Museum and
Cohen Education Center, the lessons
of the Holocaust can be used to inspire
action against, bigotry, hatred and violence.
The Museum will commemorate
International Holocaust Remembrance
Day on Wednesday, January 27 at noon
with a special virtual program including a tribute to local survivors, moving
music from the Terezin Music Foundation and a special presentation of the
solar calendar on the Liberation Wall
in the Museum. To view this program,
you must reserve at HMCEC.org.
There is no cost.

Changing you address? Keep
L’CHAYIM coming to your home.
Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

Marcia Can Help
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation
and other essential services without
which none of us can live.

Inspired by the recognition that
these needs must be addressed in our
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen,
a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her
husband Jack established the MARCIA CAN HELP fund in 2017.

Marcia Can Help

Help us meet these pressing needs by contributing to the MARCIA CAN HELP fund.
For further information please contact Alan Isaacs at (239) 481-4449 or alanisaacs@jfedlcc.org.
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org or at jhsswf.org. The
ticket cost is $72, which
includes an $18 event
attendance fee, a $36 individual JHSSWF membership and an $18 donation to The
Society. We hope you will be able to
join us so we can celebrate the Jewish
history of Southwest Florida together.
Jews have made a significant impact on this region. We have daily proof
from various corners of the community
at large as well as from within the Jewish community. We are grateful to all
governors of our magnificent State of
Florida for establishing and continuing
the designation of the month of January
to Florida’s Jewish history since 2003.
Just as we entered the first Covid-19
lockdowns last March, we received a
very special letter from Florida Governor Ron DeSantis. He wrote, “It is
my pleasure to congratulate the Jewish
Historical Society of Southwest Florida on your tenth anniversary. I appreciate your efforts to preserve and share
the history of Jewish citizens who

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
(239) 566-1771

Our hopes for 2021
Marina Berkovich
A very happy, healthy and prosperous
2021 to all my readers. May you completely recover from 2020 and make
only forward strides from here on!
January is Florida’s Jewish History Month. The Jewish Historical Society’s 10th Anniversary Celebration
with Naples Mayor Bill Barnett, a virtual Zoom fundraiser, is happening on
Thursday, January 7 from 3:00 to 4:30
p.m. This is our major annual fundraiser event that was postponed from
March 23, 2020, and will include, as
planned, the premiere of the 13th film in
the Southwest Florida Jewish Pioneers
documentary series, The Mayor with
a Heart, about Bill Barnett, four-time
Mayor of the City of Naples and other surprises. Fundraiser tickets can be
purchased by emailing office@jhsswf.

call Collier, Lee, Charlotte, Hendry
and South Manatee counties home…
Thank you for your work to serve your
community. Best wishes on your continued success.”
We want to share this message with
everyone who helped us in our work
over the years by being loyal members,
donors, sponsors and friends to The
Society, those who have attended our
live events and those who attend our
Zoom virtual presentations. Five years
ago, when we introduced our Virtual
Museum of SWFL Jewish History concept, we had no idea that virtual would
become normal in so short a time span.
In the year 2021, we will continue
fulfilling our mission virtually, really
and truly.
We will be Zooming Southwest
Florida Jewish Pioneers documentaries, the broadcast-quality films
JHSSWF created from the eyewitness
testimonies The Society records. We
will also be adding new films as they
are released through 2021. The next
round of film presentations will take
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place on Sundays, starting on February
7 at 5:00 p.m. It’s the time when we
remember and honor our local Jewish
heroes, hear their reminiscences about
the bygone days and their vision of the
future. To sign up, please visit the jhsswf.org Events Page.
If you have a suggestion for the
next SWFL Jewish Pioneer story to be
preserved, please email office@jhsswf.
org.
We thank you for 10 years of your
unwavering support of our small,
all-volunteer, local organization.
Have you joined our mission yet?
Family Membership is $54; Individual
Membership is $36. Mail checks to:
The Jewish Historical Society
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

Send updates and changes to the Directory below
to loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
TEMPLE BETH EL

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908
Rabbi Nicole Luna
E-mail: info@templebethel.com
Learning Tree Preschool Director: : Jesyca Virnig
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com
President: Hank Betchen

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950
Rabbi Simon Jacobson
Phone: 941-833-3381
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by
a kiddush
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m.

REFORM

ORTHODOX

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES

Email: HankTBE@gmail.com

Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235
Web site: www.templebethel.com
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday
Religious & Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday
Judaica Gift Gallery
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
REFORM

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990
Rabbi Devora Buchen
President: Peter Simenauer
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday
Religious School: Wednesday 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m.
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood,
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.)

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
REFORM

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs
President: Michael Hochschild
Phone: 971-561-7888
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com
Cantor: Murray Simon
Web site: www.batyam.org
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr)
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept)
Adult Education:
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr)
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism

TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS
REFORM

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675
Rabbi Solomon Agin
President: Judith Migdol
Phone: 941-625-2116
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com
Web site: templeshalomfl.com
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m.
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m.
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m.
Organizations: Sisterhood
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
REFORM

10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center)
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919
Rabbi Bruce Diamond
(bdiamond5@comcast.net)
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton
Phone: 239-466-6671
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday
at 6:30 p.m.
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m.
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

TEMPLE JUDEA
CONSERVATIVE

14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908
Rabbi Marc Sack
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org
President: Dan Fox
Director of Congregational Learning:
Tab Scribner
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com
Web site: www.tjswfl.org
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m.
Early childhood education:
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years;
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL

19691 Cypress View Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33967
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer
Phone: 239-218-3433
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org
Shabbat Evening Services 7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept)
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study 10:00 a.m.

CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/
ESTERO
ORTHODOX

24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood
Centre) Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg
Phone: 239-949-6900
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by
a Kiddush

CHABAD LUBAVITCH
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
ORTHODOX

5620 Winkler Road
Fort Myers, FL 33919
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org
Web site: www.chabadswf.org
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at noon
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m.

CHABAD JEWISH CENTER
OF CAPE CORAL
ORTHODOX

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski
Phone: 239-963-4770
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com
Web site: www.chabadcape.com
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m.
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by
Kiddush luncheon
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m.
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m.
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m.
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee):
Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053
• AJC (American Jewish Committee):
Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500
• Chevra Kadisha:
Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter:
Diane Schwartz - 732-539-4011
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County):
Odette Port - 941-505-1409
• Hazak 55+ Chapter:
Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 800-622-8017
• Jewish Community Services: 239-481-4449
• Jewish National Fund:
Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida
941-462-1330 ext. 865
Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733
• Jewish War Veterans:
Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida:
Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784
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Each week, Sabbath
Eve worship begins at
7:00 p.m. and is led by
Fort Myers
Rabbi Bruce Diamond
(239) 466-6671
with liturgists Rich Mcwww.fortmyerssynagogue.com
Conville and Traci Pavel.
Toward the end of the
worship, Zoom mics are opened to all
The Community Free Synagogue will
with names to be shared at the recitacontinue to use Zoom only for its wortion of the Qaddish.
ship and educational programs until
At 24 years, Rabbi Diamond’s
the pandemic threat has substantially
immensely popular 9:30 a.m. Sabbath
diminished. For easy Zoom logon inmorning Torah Study is our area’s lonstructions, visit the synagogue website
gest running Jewish Adult Education
at www.fortmyerssynagogue.com.

program. The selection of each week’s
Torah sedra are examined in-depth,
and the lively give-and-take makes this
90-minute class absorbing and fly by
too quickly. A prayer for healing and
the Qaddish are recited at the conclusion of each study session.
C.F.S. has used this time at home
for intensive weekly at-home Adult
Education. During January, readings
from the Tanakh’s historical works
in II Samuel and I & II Kings will
be covered. Classes are at 7:00 p.m.
each Tuesday for an hour. For week-

ly reading assignments, email synfree
@comcast.net.
Rabbi Diamond continues to teach
prayerbook Hebrew reading skills online to the community’s young people
at no charge. Email synfree@comcast.
net to make arrangements for your
children to learn with him.
Stay current with C.F.S. events
and donate by visiting www.fortmyers
synagogue.com. The synagogue is an
open Jewish community resource with
no membership requirements, dues or
other charges.

in-person services, clubs
and special events soon.
In the meantime, we invite the entire community to connect and engage
with us through Livestream services and Zoom

Torah and Kabbalah study led by Rabbi Lawrence Dermer with a focus on
the relevance of our timeless traditions
and bringing the ancient wisdom of Torah and Kabbalah into our daily lives.
SLC also has a dynamic Women’s
Circle led by Rebbetzin Robin Dermer
with an emphasis on women’s spirituality and personal growth.
Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation, Torah study, Women’s Circle Ladies
Night, What’s Up Wednesday, Book
Club, Green Team, Yiddish Culture
Club, Genesis Study Group, Monthly
healing services and our Virtual Oneg

Shabbat are taking place in our SLC
Zoom room for the time being. If you’d
like to learn more, please send us an
email or give us a call.
SLC also offers many other opportunities to enhance your Jewish life and
learning, and further your involvement
in community service while making
friends in a warm and welcoming community.
Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life
Center where community is family, and
prayer is always inspirational, meaningful and musical. For more information, visit www.shalomlifecenter.org.

wearing and handwashing became our way of
life. Passover in April
was when our tech team
provided a silver lining
to the Coronavirus cloud.
We could not meet physically to celebrate the holiday. The rabbi, cantor and congregants all learned
Zoom technology and 94 participants
attended a virtual Seder “live” and
in “real time.” The youngest child’s
question, “Why is this night different
from all other nights?” was especially
powerful. At Shavuot, Cantor Murray
Simon shared a Prayer for Yiskor written by his colleague and friend, Rabbi/
Cantor Jeffrey Myers of Tree of Life in
Pittsburgh.
In spring, new leadership was voted in. The season, which in past years

ended in April, was extended through
the summer. Evidenced by the enthusiastic attendance at our numerous Zoom
events, all the expectations for our new
leadership and Board of Trustees were
met and exceeded.
During the summer we saw protests for racial justice take to the
streets, scenes of social unrest and statues falling, yet we also saw stars on
clear nights and lawns that were golden green in the moonlight. Bat Yam’s
Social Action Committee hosted three
successful 2020 Social Justice Series
event on Zoom, bringing impressive
voices of leaders involved in efforts to
bridge the racial and ethnic divide.
Our congregation enjoyed the
2020 Summer Speakers Series, featuring presenters on subjects of their expertise ranging from psychology, stories of being on the road in RVs to art
as social commentary.
Rabbi Fuchs hosted regular “Coffee with the Rabbi” mornings throughout the summer. These continue together with Hebrew class and Torah study
every Saturday morning. He was the
guest speaker invited by Pastor Ursula
Sieg of Flensburg, Germany, in June
to talk on Zoom about “What does it
mean to be a reform Jew?” The Beit
Luria Progressive Synagogue of Johannesburg, South Africa, invited Rabbi Fuchs to deliver a Rosh Hashanah
lesson. Congregants from Australia,
America and Israel, as well as Europe,

attended. In addition, The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee invited
T
Rabbi Fuchs to deliver an invocation
H
and a brief story of his father’s journey
T
as a survivor of Kristallnacht.
e
The High Holy Days were cono
ducted live in the sanctuary by Rabbi
p
Fuchs and Cantor Simon with piano
i
accompaniment by Abigail Allison
c
and cellist Susannah Kelly. They were
joined virtually by 125 congregants
w
and friends worldwide. At the start of
l
the service on Rosh Hashanah Eve, we
a
received the news of the death of Ruth
l
Bader Ginsburg, a woman of valor and
a great Supreme Court Justice. During
b
the 10 days of Awe between Rosh HaT
shanah and Yom Kippur, our fragile
m
mortality was highlighted in an alarmt
ingly vivid way by the pandemic. But at
fi
the resolution of the day, we found our
way back to life. The Jewish calendar
continued to unfold and soon we were
celebrating Sukkot and Simchat Torah.
We are thankful to see some light
at the end of the year. The final holiday
of the Jewish calendar is Hanukkah, a
festival of miracles and light. We are
weary of disease and division, of the
pandemic and politics, but hopeful to
see the end of the virus and the promise
of vaccines become a reality.
Forever hopeful, forever optimistic, we welcome the new year and the
pathway back to health, even as we bid
a hearty good-bye to the old year none
of us will forget.

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers
(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

Shalom Life Center is Southwest Florida’s warm and welcoming home for
contemporary Jewish life with a passionate commitment to community and
spiritual growth where everyone is always welcome!
We are hoping to be safely welcoming everyone back into our building for

meetings.
Every Friday at 7:30 p.m., we
experience an uplifting, musical and
meaningful Livestream Shabbat service. To join with us, visit www.shalomlifecenter.org and click on SLC TV.
Every Saturday at 10:00 a.m., SLC
offers an interactive and participatory

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel
(732) 780-2016
www.batyam.org

January 2021 presents a perfect moment, a 2020 hindsight moment, to reflect on the difficult year we have just
lived through. The virus knew no distance and no borders. The image of a
plague brings to mind a Dickensian alley, filthy, crowded and dark – not our
beautiful landscape, not our endless
blue sky. Yet invisible infection was
everywhere last spring. But despite calamity, the Jewish calendar unfolded as
it has always done.
Purim was celebrated in our sanctuary before social distancing, mask

SNOWBIRDS,
newspapers don’t fly…
however, your address will!

Coming South?
Don’t forget to contact us with
your change of address to
continue receiving L’CHAYIM.
Send address changes to:
loriramos@jfedlcc.org
or call: 239.481.4449 ext-5
Safe Travels

Like us on Facebook!

ConneCt
with your Jewish Community

www.facebook.com/
JewishFederationLCC

facebook.com/jfedsrq
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Monday evenings.
Lunchtime
Torah
study with Rabbi Sack is
the first Thursday of each
month at noon, with the
next class on Thursday,
January 7. At this time,
the class is held on Zoom. There is no
cost to attend and all levels of Jewish
background are welcome.
Call the synagogue office for Zoom
information to attend adult education
or Torah study classes.
Religious School classes continue
to be a combination of in-person and
Zoom options. There are plans in the
works to host a Tu B’Shevat event with
the Jewish sorority at FGCU. More details to come. Any families wishing to
enroll their children in our religious
school should call the synagogue office to speak to Education Director Tab
Scribner. The spring session of classes will resume on Sunday, January 10.
Tab will lead an interactive and lively

Tot Shabbat service via Zoom on Friday, January 8 at 5:00 p.m. All families
with young children are invited to participate.
Chaverot (Temple Judea’s Sisterhood) Zoom cooking classes continue. January’s cooking class is about
“Beginnings and Endings” – that is an
appetizer and a dessert! Learn how to
make a delicious schmaltzless chopped
liver, as well as some mouth-watering
macaroons. Carolyn Gora, a Chaverot
member, will be our hostess.
On Tuesday, January 12 at 7:00
p.m., the Chaverot book club will
Zoom with the author of our next book,
Tangled in Ivy. Ashley Farley will
share insights into her writing and will
be available for questions. This event is
open to everyone. RSVP to Leni Sack
at mssack@aol.com if you would like
to attend. Also contact Leni for information to access Chaverot programming.
Doreen Kostel continues to coor-

dinate the social action programs for
our shul. Members of Temple Judea
most recently helped the Heights Center make the holidays a little merrier
for the over 800 children they serve by
donating toys for children ages birth to
17. We also continue to donate food to
the Jewish Federation food pantry and
volunteer at the Harry Chapin Food
Bank.
Regularly scheduled events:
“Like” the Temple Judea Facebook
page to livestream services or call the
office for the Zoom link.
• Friday evening Shabbat services at
6:30 p.m.
• Saturday morning Shabbat services at 9:30 a.m.
• Morning minyan every Monday
at 9:00 a.m.
• Tot Shabbat the second Friday
night of each month at 5:00 p.m.
• Rabbi Sack’s monthly lunchtime
Torah study sessions the first
Thursday of each month

two degrees. He has lectured in Canada, the U.S.
and Israel, and delivers
Fort Myers
his lectures with humor
(239) 433-0018
and many anecdotes. He
www.templebethel.com
is also the author of four
books. The community
d
Temple Beth El was excited to share in
is invited to attend each Monday from
n
Hanukkah celebrations this year with
7:30 to 8:30 p.m., January 11 through
y
TBE’s Hanukahpaloozah! With virtual
March 1. The lectures are free and the
events organized by all the committees
TBE office will announce the Zoom
of TBE in tandem, and a parking lot
ID information as we get closer to the
i
party complete with a menorah lightdates.
o
ing, the community was able to safely
Thank you to those who have been
n
celebrate together.
contributing to our Food and Femie
This January, TBE is excited to
nine Product Drive, organized by the
s
welcome back Gerald Ziedenberg’s
TBE Mitzvah Committee! Hundreds
f
lecture series. Ziedenberg, an author
of pounds of donations have been cole
and historian, will bring his very populected for 17 food banks in Lee County.
h
lar annual winter lecture series to
There is still more to do and more love
d
TBE via Zoom this season. Ziedento spread. Local food banks are specifg
berg graduated from the University of
ically looking for donations of tuna,
Toronto in 1964 with a degree in Pharpeanut butter, soup and cereal for stue
macy. Following his retirement, he endents choosing to attend classes online
tered the academic world to pursue his
during the pandemic, since they are
t
first greatest passion, history, earning
not eligible for school food programs.
r
r
e
new ways and brought
TEMPLE
BETH
SHALOM
back past members with
t
new technology. We even
Cape
Coral
y
had a socially distanced,
a
(239) 772-4555
masked barbecue which
e
www.templebethshalomcc.org
we hoped would be the
e
first of many responsible
o
events. Although it was a huge success,
eFrom all of us at Temple Beth Shalom,
we decided to err on the side of caution
to all of you, we wish you a very hapand hold off on other in-person events.
py and healthy 2021. Among the many
In the face of adversity, we showed that
ethings we wish everyone is relief from
we could adapt, survive and maybe
the
threat
of
Covid-19,
that
those
who
d
even thrive.
have
gotten
sick
recover
rapidly
and
e
We found new ways to do what
fully. We look forward to the day when
in the past were ordinary activities.
all of our family, friends and neighWe have services, Torah study, book
bors can once again celebrate, worship
groups, chat sessions, movies, adult
and enjoy life together in person. We
education and more. It is not the same
know that many things will be forever
as getting together, but there are elechanged, and we look forward to bements of these activities that we may
ginning that new reality, in whatever
want to carry on in the future.
form it may take.
At TBS, we welcome the comAt the same time, as we look
munity to join us in any and all of our
back on 2020, although it was a year
activities. For more information and a
of many hardships, there was also
complete list of activities, please call
much to be grateful for. We learned
us at 239.772.4555 or email Denise at
new programs, we learned resilience,
diorbriards@gmail.com. We hope to
we cared for one another and offered
see you online.
support. We connected with people in

Donations can be dropped off at the
front of TBE on a designated Tuesday
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Monetary donations in the form of checks can be
written to Cycle Forward, Jewish Federation Food Bank or Harry Chapin
Food Bank, as well as mailed to Temple Beth El.
Our youth are excited to partake
in the Fort Myers chapter of BBYO,
Or Shemesh. Anyone in Cape Coral,
Fort Myers or Naples in eighth grade
through high school and interested in
schmoozing with other Jewish youth in
the area over Zoom can follow the Or
Shemesh chapter of BBYO on Instagram for updates on events (Instagram:
@orshemeshbbyo).

TBE’s brand new Media and Marketing Committee is working to bring
ease of access and widespread knowledge of our events to you. Visit our
website and follow us on Facebook
(Temple Beth El Fort Myers) and on
Instagram (@templebethelfortmyers)
for updates, information and for an online community experience.
Just as the Jewish people have
risen above challenges for years, the
TBE community is rising above the
challenges that Covid has presented.
Join our community and take part in
Zoom Hebrew classes, current events
discussions, Shabbat Services on Friday nights and much more. We look
forward to seeing you in person soon!

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers
(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

On Thursday, December 31 at 5:15
p.m., Temple Judea will host a “Welcome to 2021 New Year’s Party” in its
parking lot with social distancing and
tons of fun planned. There will be a
dinner, dessert, drinks, music and activities. Chairs and paper goods will
also be provided. Revelers should
bring their own tables. The cost is $18
per person. Your payment is your reservation. Call the synagogue office to
RSVP.
Rabbi Sack will teach an adult education class beginning Monday, January 11 at 7:30 p.m. He will teach the
book Who Wrote the Bible by Richard
Freedman. Tab Scribner will continue
her Hebrew class also at 7:30 p.m. on

TEMPLE BETH EL

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT
OUR FEDERATION & HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE.

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision.
Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique,
unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860

mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com
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Senio r Choice at Home is Your Best Option.

NOW, MORE THAN EVER, YOUR HOME IS YOUR CASTLE AND RETREAT. It’s
easy to remain at home with a life plan from Senior Choice at Home, Florida’s only
member-based program for healthy older adults. Protect your assets while receiving
individualized care coordination as needs change. Our life-plan-at-home membership
ensures a lifelong commitment to care, asset protection, and peace of mind.

Join us for a Munch & Learn

Learn how you can stay in your home
for the rest of your life!

Wednesday, January 13 at 10 a.m.
Life Plan at Home Overview

Tuesday, January 19 at 2 p.m.
Meet Your Care Coordinator

Thursday, January 28 at 11 a.m.
Life Plan at Home Overview
Tiburon Golf Club, 2620 Tiburon Dr. Naples

Learn how
you can
RECEIVE
3 MONTH
S

FREE!

RSVP for you and a friend 239-230-3989 or
SeniorChoiceatHome.com to reserve your seats today!

We are taking precautionary measures to ensure the health and safety of our guests and
staff. This includes keeping guests 6 feet apart during event. Upon arrival, you will need to
fill out a health screening form, get a temperature check, wear a mask, and wash hands or
use hand sanitizer.

1333 Santa Barbara Blvd.
Cape Coral, FL 33991

