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 L’CHAYIM 

Have an item you’d 
like to share?  

Need to reach the  
editor of L’CHAYIM? 

Send an email to  
LChayim36@ 
gmail.com.

JWV Post 400 participates in 
Veterans Day Parade

Federation’s annual 
Community Breakfast

Federation’s Senior Lunch 
Bunch update

Tahini took over the sweet 
stage in 2019

L’Shana Tova again! I’m so glad 
we already went through this 
New Year’s thing a couple of 

months ago. I’ve already gotten used 
to writing 5780 on my checks, so that 

won’t be a prob-
lem. 

The winter is 
when our pro-
gramming swings 
into full motion. I 
won’t detail all the 
programs coming 
up. Debbie San-
ford does a great 
job of that in her 

monthly column. I do want to take the 
opportunity to ask a favor from you. 

If you’re reading this, there’s a 
good chance you’re going to attend one 
of our upcoming events. I’d like to ask 
you to invite a friend. Or two friends. 
One of the points of emphasis at our 

recent board retreat is that we’d like 
to find ways to identify Jewish people 
who are new to our community. It is 
likely that you know people in your 
community. Maybe they’ve recently 
moved to Southwest Florida. Maybe 
they’re not familiar with our local Jew-
ish Federation. 

I just read that the Sarasota-Man-
atee Jewish community has grown by 
86% since 2001. The growth rate in 
Jewish residents was twice the growth 
rate of the region overall. While the 
estimated percentage of Jews is high-
er in Sarasota-Manatee than in Lee-
Charlotte, it’s not unreasonable to as-
sume we’ve experienced a significant 
growth in Jewish residents over the last 
20 years. Lee County was the fastest 
growing county in Florida in 2018, and 
we are projected to be the fastest grow-
ing county in the state through 2045. 

All this is to say, there are Jews 

who are moving here, and we want 
them to know that we’re here. We want 
them to take part in our programs. We 
want them to know what we do. 

One thing that I have tried to make 
a centerpiece of my term as president is 
to be very clear about what we do: 

 � We provide Jewish cultural pro-
grams like the Film Festival

 � We provide services to the Jew-
ish and non-Jewish community in 
need

 � We support Israel
We appreciate the support you pro-

vide to help us accomplish all that we 
do. Please help us grow the population 
that we serve by inviting friends to join 
us at our programs. (By the way, please 
feel welcome to invite friends even if 
they’re not new to the area!) This is 
the time of year when we have a lot 
to share. I hope you come and have a 
great time.
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Your Federation team forecasts  
A PERFECT SEASON  

of programming 

     For more information  
visit Jewishfederationlcc.org  
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By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

For the record: The Jewish Fed-
eration provides food and emer-
gency assistance to anyone 

living in Lee and Charlotte counties, 
regardless of religion. People ask me 
all the time if you have to be Jewish to 
receive help. You do not. This will be 
one of the questions on the pop quiz.
Food Pantry Update
The Federation food pantry distrib-
utes food to an average of 65 people 
every month. We pack each bag with 
basic staples: tuna/meat, beans, veg-
gies, soup, peanut butter, cereal, rice, 
pasta and tomato sauce. If we have the 
extra inventory, we also include mac & 
cheese, fruit, protein bars, jelly, crack-
ers, chips, cookies, ravioli/chili and 
condiments. We try to provide one bag 
per person per household.

Toiletries are separate from the 
food. We give each household two rolls 
of toilet paper, a small bag of sample 
size soap, shampoo, toothpaste and lo-
tion. I offer clients whatever else we 
have on hand, including paper towels, 
deodorant, razors, combs, toothbrush-
es, floss and any regular size shampoo/
conditioner/lotion that are available.

A woman came to the Federation 
pantry for the first time in early De-
cember to get food for a household of 
11 people, including seven kids under 
the age of 18. Her daughter left a bad 
relationship and moved back in with 
her own children. That comes to ap-
proximately three meals a day, seven 
days a week for 11 people and equals 
231 meals a week. Oy. Due to your 
generosity, I was able to give this cli-
ent a gift card, which made her bow her 
head for a moment and then look back 
up at me with gratitude and tears.

I invite you to put the Federa-

tion food pantry on your radar, if you 
haven’t already. If you grocery shop on 
a regular basis, why not keep an extra 
tote bag in your car for food pantry 
items. Dollar Tree (my alternate house 
of worship) carries all of the basic sta-

ple items we pack in each pantry bag. 
There are great deals at various stores 
around town and everything you do-
nate is used and appreciated. You don’t 
have to buy a ton of food (unless you 
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Grow your business 
with L’CHAYIM.

Reach 4,000 local 
Jewish residents 

through this paper.
For more information  

or to place an ad, call Lori  
at 239.481.4449 x5  
or send an email to  

LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

To donate to  
the Federation’s   

Annual Campaign, 
call 239.481.4449  

or visit  
JewishFederationLCC.org

Program notes

Here’s what’s coming up. Please join us on 
Monday, January 20 for our first Out &  
About Film, Sustainable Nation. It will also 

be our first collaboration with local non-profit Cap-
tains for Clean Water. 

This new year-round film series showcases Jew-
ish-themed films that are edu-
cational and stimulating. The 
films will be brought out into 
the community for maximum 
exposure and will be shown in 
venues around both Lee and 
Charlotte counties, including 
libraries, schools, temples, 
churches and other locations 
accessible to the entire com-
munity.

Sustainable Nation follows three individuals who 
are doing their part to bring sustainable water solu-
tions to an increasingly thirsty planet. Using solutions 
developed in water-poor Israel, they are working to 
change the status quo of a world where one in 10 peo-
ple lacks access to safe drinking water.

Sustainable Nation shows how fixing global wa-
ter issues is not only a matter of life and death, it’s the 
start of healing the world. When it comes to water, 
Israelis are incredible role models for how individu-
als around the world can have an impact.

Every individual has a responsibility to protect 
the environment, and even the smallest acts can make 
a difference.

To order tickets, go to www.jewishfederationlcc.
org/out&about or call me at 239.481.4449 x4.
JFED Hits the Road
Our JFED Hits the Road trip last month to St. Pete 
was a huge success. Thirty people from Lee and Char-
lotte counties joined in on the fun and really enjoyed 
the beautiful glass work at the Chihuly Museum, the 
delicious Greek lunch at Acropolis, and the glass-
blowing demonstration at the Morean Art Center. Un-
fortunately, I missed the trip and really need to thank 
wonderful Federation board member Karin Fine, who 
stepped up to the plate, took my itinerary and went for 
it. These are just a few photos of Chihuly’s artwork 
and a photo of a few members on the trip, whom we 
managed to get together for just a moment to take this 
group photo. If you are interested in joining us on our 
next trip, in the spring, please let me know. 

n Debbie 
    Sanford

By Debbie Sanford, Program Director
Community Breakfast
More than 130 community members joined us at the 
Federation’s annual Community Breakfast. It was the 
first time we used the Heritage Palms Golf & Coun-
try Club venue and we loved it. I have already asked 
them to pencil us in for next year’s breakfast. Guest 
speaker Tony Gannon and his lovely wife joined us 
from the East Coast to talk about Space Florida. It 
was very interesting and humorous at times, and I 
think we all learned a lot. Thank you to all our vol-
unteers who showed up early to help us set up and 
man the registration tables, and thank you to all who 
attended. 

OOUURR  MMIISSSSIIOONN  

To strengthen and enrich the Jewish  
Community by providing and supporting 
philanthropic, educational and social   
service programs locally, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 
 

OOUURR  VVIISSIIOONN  

A Jewish Community that is based on 
Jewish values such as Tzedakah 
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking     
responsibility for one another). 

Some of the participants in the JFED Hits the Road trip to the Chihuly Museum
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BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS: BEANIE
BACKUS • HAROLD NEWTON • ALFRED HAIR • ETC

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637
24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067
Call Mr. Kodner: 1-561-822-7043
Email Us: Info@BruceKodner.com
Visit us: www.BruceKodner.com

Serving
Indian River,
St Lucie,

Martin, and
Palm Beach
Counties

3rd Generation
Expertise

INSTANT PAYMENT
CALL TODAY

BUYING: INSTANT CASH
HIGHEST PRICES PAID!

ROOKWOOD • B&G
WELLER • DODIE THAYER

MID CENTURY FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
KPM • SEVRES • MEISSEN ROYAL VIENNA

JUDAICA • SWAROVSKI • HERREND
TIFFANY • DAUM • GALLE • ARTGLASS

BOHEM • ROYAL DOULTON

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE, & TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE • GEORG JENSEN • CARTIER
LALIQUE, WATERFORD, BACCARAT, DAUM, STEUBEN

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL
LIEBER • BIRKIN

$ $
$ $
$ $

Community Breakfast photos below by Naomi Thomson

JFED Hits the Road photos below by Jerry Wadro
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Program notes

Some of the participants in the JFED Hits the Road trip to the Chihuly Museum

BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS:
BEANIE BACKUS 

HAROLD NEWTON  •  ALFRED HAIR

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE  &  TEA SETS

GORHAM MARTELLE  •  GEORG JENSEN  •  CARTIER  •  REED & BARTON  
WALLACE  •  BUCCELLATI  •  KIRK  •  STEIFF  •   INTERNATIONAL 
  LALIQUE  •  WATERFORD  •  BACCARATI  •  DAUM   •   STEUBEN

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  •  TAPESTRIES  •  MOSAICS 
CLOCKS  •  TIFFANY  •  STEUBEN  •  ART GLASS 

ALL MODERN & ANTIQUE OIL PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 
AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS 

BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARY  •  PIANOS  •  BIRD BOXES 
RUSSIAN ENAMEL  •  OIL PAINTINGS  •  OBJECTS D’ART 

COPENHAGEN  •  HUMMELS  •  ROYAL DOULTON  •  ROOKWOOD

ORIENTAL RUGS  •  CHANDELIERS  •  SCONCES 
ORIENTAL FURNITURE  •  JADE  •  CORAL  •  SILVER  •  PAINTINGS 

KPM  •  MEISSEN  •  SEVRES • ROYAL VIENNA  •  TEPLITZ 
ERTE  •  BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS  •  FREDERICK HART

3rd Generation Expertise Worldwide 
International Exposure 

INSTANT PAYMENT 
CALL TODAY

   Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637 
     24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067

Visit Us:  www.BruceKodner.com
Email Us:  Info@BruceKodner.com

Serving  
Sarasota, Manatee,  

Lee and Charlotte Counties
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BUYING! HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY  •  WATCHES  •  ANTIQUES  •  ART OBJECTS  •  OIL PAINTINGS

GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

GOLD & SILVER COINS PAPER CURRENCY
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT — HIGHEST PRICES PAID

      14kt • 18kt •  22kt GOLD
  3rd Generation Expertise  •  Call Today

DIAMONDS  •  SAPPHIRES  •  RUBIES  •  EMERALDS

Rolex • Cartier  • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari  &  all  Wrist and Pocket Watches 
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard 

Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol • Calder  • Miró • George Nelson • Le Pho • Peter Max 
Paul Evans • Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

Diamonds ROLEX Estate Jewelry Gold Coins Oil Paintings Sterling Silver Patek Philippe Chihuly Glass Jade Statues Picasso Pottery Russian Enamel Handbags

HANDBAGSLOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL 
LIEBER • BIRKIN • GUCCI

SAME DAY SERVICE. CALL TODAY!
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
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BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS: BEANIE
BACKUS • HAROLD NEWTON • ALFRED HAIR • ETC

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637
24 Hour On Call: 1-800-920-0067
Call Mr. Kodner: 1-561-822-7043
Email Us: Info@BruceKodner.com
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Local �e�is� E�uca�on an� Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�on, Jewish genealogy,  Israeli folk       
dancing, social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local, na�onal and interna�onal Jewish issues.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint �istribu�on Commi�ee �J�C� for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in ���         
countries around the world. 

Partnership ��ether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and sociali�a�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency financial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Services 
Support families of children with special needs. 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal coopera�on and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

�e�is� Community �oun�a�on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term financial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

��� ��� ������ ���������� �� L�� � C�������� C������� S����� 

TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 

TThhee  JJoosseepphh  HHoorroowwiittzz  IIssrraaeell  TTrraavveell  GGrraanntt  iiss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  
tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh    
FFeeddeerraattiioonn  ooff  LLeeee  aanndd  CChhaarrlloottttee  CCoouunnttiieess..    

The grant may be used for travel to Israel to participate  
in programs that are volunteer or educational in nature. 

TTHHIISS  GGRRAANNTT  is for Jewish 
residents of either county 
who are 25 years old or 
younger and can demon-
strate a financial need. 
Academic standing and 
community involvement 
may also be considered.  

OOUURR  HHOOPPEE  is that these  
programs will enhance 
Jewish knowledge and 
identity in preparation for 
participation in American 
Jewish life. 

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oorr  aann  aapppplliiccaattiioonn,,    
vviissiitt  oouurr  wweebbssiittee  aatt  JJeewwiisshhFFeeddeerraattiioonnLLCCCC..oorrgg..  

TThhee  JJoosseepphh  HHoorroowwiittzz  IIssrraaeell  TTrraavveell  GGrraanntt  iiss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  
tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh    
FFeeddeerraattiioonn  ooff  LLeeee  aanndd  CChhaarrlloottttee  CCoouunnttiieess..    

The grant may be used for travel to Israel to participate  
in programs that are volunteer or educational in nature. 

TTHHIISS  GGRRAANNTT  is for Jewish 
residents of either county 
who are 25 years old or 
younger and can demon-
strate a financial need. 
Academic standing and 
community involvement 
may also be considered.  

OOUURR  HHOOPPEE  is that these  
programs will enhance 
Jewish knowledge and 
identity in preparation for 
participation in American 
Jewish life. 

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oorr  aann  aapppplliiccaattiioonn,,    
vviissiitt  oouurr  wweebbssiittee  aatt  JJeewwiisshhFFeeddeerraattiioonnLLCCCC..oorrgg..  

    INDIGENT FUND 
 

    FOOD PANTRY 

Temple Beth El 
Temple Judea 
Israeli Folk Dancers 
Mellow Mah Jongg  
Harry Cotton 
April Richards 
Ruth Lefberg 
Nancy Armocida 
Susan Egar 
Sylvia & Paul Simko 
Betty & Jim Rubenstein 
Jacob Rubin 

Leo Capsuto 
Shalom Life Center 
Victor Gold 
Michele Wolfson 
Bob Morley 
Mindi & Brian Simon 
Roz Shraiar 
Nancy & Eric Linkov 
Marsha Kistler 
Bob & Bette Batson 
Jay Flakowitz 

Israeli Folk Dancers 
Marty & Judy Freling 
Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Pat & Jim Witzberger 
Peter & Judy Salzer 
Linda & Curt Rodin 
Brian & Sara Krivisky 
Berman Family Fund 

Juanita Berthold 
Charles & Linda Idelson 
Carolyn Gora 
Norman G. Newman 
Larry & Kathy Benforado 
Denise & Peter Kulcsar 
Sherri & Robert Kramerson 
The Kramers 

   

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS 
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent  

Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us.  

 
 

    Anonymous 
    Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help 
    Jackie & Alan Cadkin 
    Naomi Bloom & Ron Wallace  
    Sherri & Ira Zucker 
    Toni & Stuart Morgenstein 
    Karin Fine 
    Shalom Dancers 
    Barbara & Earl Magdovitz 
    Mellow Mah Jongg 

The Jewish Federation loves our 
GENEROUS DONORS 

Jewishfederationlcc.org 

Stay in touch throughout the month. 
Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information 
on upcoming community 
events and cultural 
activities, breaking news, 
updates from Israel and 
lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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Local �e�is� E�uca�on an� Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�on, Jewish genealogy,  Israeli folk       
dancing, social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local, na�onal and interna�onal Jewish issues.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint �istribu�on Commi�ee �J�C� for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in ���         
countries around the world. 

Partnership ��ether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and sociali�a�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency financial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Services 
Support families of children with special needs. 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal coopera�on and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

�e�is� Community �oun�a�on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term financial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

��� ��� ������ ���������� �� L�� � C�������� C������� S����� 

Juried Fine Art & Fine Craft Show ~ $1,500 Professional Awards

All Art is Original, Personally Handmade and for Sale by the Artist Who is Present at the Show

Saturday & Sunday 10am-5pm daily ~ Free Admission & Free Parking ~ Optional $5 Donation Supports

Plus! While at the show Visit the Youth Art Competition for Grades K-8 or Ages 5-13 ~ $250 Cash Awards

Save the Date! 3rd Naples Fine Art Show March 28 & 29 at Naples Italian-American Club, Naples

MENTORED BY

23rd HotWorks.org

Estero Fine Art Show™

January 4 & 5, 2020
At JetBlue Park, Fort Myers

Elaine Rose Lanoue, Painting

2019

Facebook.com/hotworksartshowsHotWorks.org

10 years of Israeli Folk Dancing in Fort Myers!
By Marsha Kistler

Did you know that Israeli Folk 
Dancing has been offered at 
the Jewish Federation of Lee 

and Charlotte Counties for 10 years? 
And as the snowbirds start to arrive, our 
dance season is heating up. So what’s 
the big deal? What is this dance craze 
and why should you join? Do you love 
to exercise? No? Do you enjoy count-
ing reps or steps or watching the clock? 
No? Well, if you’ve done line dancing 
or Zumba and enjoyed that form of ex-
ercise, Israeli Folk Dancing is for you!

There are many benefits of “Jewish 
aerobics.” Research reveals that danc-
ing delivers a three-pronged fitness 
punch – a mind, body and spirit boost. 
It’s fun and something most people can 
easily do. Besides giving you a great 
cardio boost, dance strengthens bones, 
works all the major muscle groups, 
builds stamina, and improves balance, 
coordination and flexibility. Also, 
dancing that requires remembering 
dance steps and sequences boosts brain 
power by improving memory skills. 
Pair that with great music and the joy 
of new friends, and Israeli dancing is 
the complete package!

The folk dance community wel-
comes newcomers. Every beginner can 
get involved since each session starts 
with easy dances, allowing everyone 
to warm up their muscles and get ac-
quainted. The basic steps used in these 
dances usually reappear in the more 

advanced dances taught as the eve-
ning progresses. The “regulars” are al-
ways willing to help those just getting  
started.

Now, if you’d like to join us but 
still feel a bit intimidated, Federation 
is offering a special 4-session begin-
ner workshop for people with no prior 
experience. During these 30-minute 
sessions, you will learn the basic steps 
that are repeated in most Israeli dances 
as well as several easy dances. Thanks 
to a generous donation from the Jew-
ish War Veterans Victor Paul Tuchman 
Post 400, dance videos can now be 
shown on the smart TV in the Commu-
nity Room. The recommended dance 
videos will serve as at-home support 
as you practice what you’ve learned in 
the classes. The regular dancing that 
follows these introductory sessions 
will incorporate many of these begin-
ner dances in addition to other dances 
at the intermediate level. The key to 
learning and internalizing the dances 
is repetition – the more you attend, the 
better you become.

So do sign up for the class and join 
us. The 4-session workshop begins 
on Sunday, January 5 and takes place 
from 3:30 to 4:00 p.m., immediately 
prior to our regular dancing at 4:00 
p.m. (Workshop dates: 1/5, 1/12, 1/26 
and 2/9). The cost for all four classes 
is $20. Pre-registration is a must! Call 
Debbie Sanford at the Federation office 

239.481.4449 x4 to register. You won’t 
be sorry and your body will thank you! 
All ages, 13-90, are welcome. Come 

with a friend, stay and make new 
friends! I look forward to seeing you 
on January 5!

Sundays @ 3:30 P.M.
January 5, 12, 26
February 9

Jewish Federation Community Room, 9701 Commerce Center Ct., Fort Myers 
RSVP to Debbie Sanford at 239.481.4449 x.4
Registration and payment in advance by Jan. 3

$20 for all 4 sessions 

Y O U R  O N E - S T O P  S H O P  F O R  
Ceramic & Porcelain Tile, Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT),  
Decorative Mosaics and Carpet, plus all the tools  

and materials you’ll need for installation!

Mention you saw us in L’Chayim 
or show your military

veteran ID for an extra

5% OFF!

Fort Myers 239-267-1445
16165 S. Tamiami Trail 

Cape Coral 239-772-5815
916 SE 15th Avenuewww.pcctile.com

DIRECT IMPORTERS • LARGE IN-STOCK INVENTORY • GREAT PRICES
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This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support 
of our advertisers. Please be sure to use their products and services, 
and mention that you found them in L’CHAYIM.

This month’s
advertisers

Advanced Physical Therapy.....22
Ajax Paving Industries.............27
Alliance Financial Group.........17
Amavida.................................16
American House.......................27
Hal Arkin, Realtor®..................27
Art of Fashion and Moore.......23
ArtFest Fort Myers..............13,17
Atrium at Liberty Park..............29
Gwen Baker, Realtor®..............23
Howard N. Barrow, MD...........23
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands.15
Brookdale Senior Living............6
Bruce Kodner Galleries..............3
Calusa Harbour.........................11
Cruise Planners.........................31
Cypress Cove............................25
Harold Eskin, Attorney.............23
Estero Fine Art Show..................5
FGCU.......................................34
FineMark Natl. Bank & Trust...24
Florida Specialists in Urology..23
Gateway Accounting & Tax Svcs.33
Susan Glasser, Realtor®.............8
Gordon’s Pool & Spa Service...23
Green Schoenfeld & Kyle, LLP..23
Gulf Breeze Hair Studio..........23
Gulf Coast Orthodontics..........22

Dr. David Heligman.................12
Henderson Franklin..................23
Higginson Tax & Accounting...23
Irving Lewin, Music Lessons....23
Kushner & Kushner Attorneys...9
David Lovitch, Broker Assoc...23
Michael Shapiro Photography..35
Naples Jewish Congregation....14
Norman Love Confections.......35
Paragon Pools...........................23
PCC Tile.....................................5
Pegasus Financial Consulting...33
Alan J. Rubinstein, Attorney.....23
Reina L. Schlager, CPA/PFS.....31
Seniors Helping Seniors...........11
Shell Point...................................7
Shemtov Title............................23
SK Lawyers...............................23
Snyderman’s Shoes...................23
Southwest Florida Symphony...14
Synergy Home Care.................26
Taschner Periodontics.................9
Temple Judea..............................9
The Bagel Factory....................23
The Colonnade of Estero...........8
The Print Shop Ink....................5
Bob Vinikoor, Realtor®............24
Wilkes Weinstein Financial Grp.26

Jewish Family Services update...continued from page 1

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Senior Lunch Bunch update

Rabbi Nicole Luna and the won-
derful staff of Temple Beth El 
welcomed the Senior Lunch 

Bunch in November. People are return-
ing for the season and the mood was 
festive. 

Federation volunteers provide 
as much sparkle as those coming for 
lunch, and we are grateful for the care, 
kindness and the attention that our vol-
unteer village provides month after 
month. Our delicious pasta lunch was 
from community partner Jason’s Deli.

The monthly senior luncheon is a 
Federation program that keeps growing 
in popularity. People who have lived in 
town for years are starting to attend, 
as well as those who have moved here 
and want to be where the action is. The 
vibe is warm, welcoming and friendly. 
We eat, we learn a little something, we 
make new friends, and we stay con-
nected to our current friends and ac-
quaintances. There is always room at 
the table for YOU!

want to of course!), but if everyone 
buys some food, it will keep the pantry 
well-stocked.

For those who want to donate but 
don’t want to do the actual shopping 
and schlepping, your cash or check do-
nations are heartily welcomed. In fact, 
the Federation can get more bang for 
its buck because we can buy food at a 
hefty discount from the Harry Chapin 
Food Bank.

Every month in L’CHAYIM we 
thank the people who donate. You can 
remain anonymous or invent a persona 
if you prefer, such as Mrs. Maisel or 
Mr. Bond. Donations can be dropped 
off when the Federation office is open, 
which is Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. 
– 5:00 p.m. (This will also be on the 
quiz.)

In November, the Federation 
served a record high of 83 pantry cli-
ents from 17 households.

Our small, but mighty food pantry 
is kept running by the grace, grit and 
literal heavy lifting of Federation vol-
unteers. We always need help in the 
pantry on an as-needed basis, so please 
let me know if you would like to vol-
unteer. My heartfelt thanks go to Mary 
Beth Mandelkorn, Jacki Dunwoody, 
Donna Cotler, Barbara Gribin, Suzanne 
Orkin, Laurie McConnville and Sherri 
Zucker for their help in November.
Emergency Assistance
There are more and more calls coming 
in from people who have called other 
places for assistance and have had no 
luck. Either they are not eligible for 
services or, most often, agencies and 
organizations do not have the funding. 
Oftentimes people call up on the day 
their electricity or water is due to be 
shut off.

This is what I notice: people are 
trying to make ends meet, take care 
of their children, fold a towel, make a 
sandwich, determine the next step and 
then the next. Life gets complicated if 
you fall and need physical therapy, get 
cancer, or are between jobs that pay 
minimum wage.

Many people make assumptions 
about what services the Federation 
provides. An elderly couple called ask-
ing if we could find them an apartment 
within their budget, arrange their move 
from Lehigh Acres to Fort Myers, and 
pay for everything. Another client re-
turned to the food pantry for the second 
month expecting gift cards again for 
gas and groceries. I explained that the 
cards are given to clients who happen 
to be in a tight spot, usually awaiting 
a first paycheck, as was the case with 
this client.

One client who called for assis-
tance has a young daughter, works full-
time, isn’t able to get to food pantries 
during the week and doesn’t have a car. 
His voice was full of despair as he ex-
plained his situation and talked about 
putting food on the table. The Federa-
tion bought him a bus pass and sent 
him a Publix gift card, as he lives near 
a Publix supermarket. 

In November and early December, 
due to your generosity and support, the 
Federation was able to assist clients 
with partial payment for utilities, medi-
cal bills and security deposits.

Thank you for all that you do to 
support the Federation’s vision of a 
Jewish community that is based on 
Jewish values such as tzedakah (be-
nevolence), tikkun olam (repairing the 
world) and k’lal Yisrael (taking respon-
sibility for one another).

NEXT SENIOR LUNCH BUNCH:
Thursday, January 16 at 12:00 p.m.
Temple Beth Shalom, 702 SE 24th Ave., Cape Coral
RSVP by Friday, January 10 to Jodi Cohen at
239.481.4449 x2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org

Photos courtesy Helene Glocer

There’s a saying that goes, “Measure your age, not 
in years, but in passions and dreams.” It sounds 
good on paper; it’s even better in practice.

Our communities invite the dreamer inside you to 
live with passion and purpose.

Bringing New Life to Senior Living®

brookdale.com

© 2019 Brookdale Senior Living Inc. All rights reserved. BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING and  
BRINGING NEW LIFE TO SENIOR LIVING are registered trademarks of Brookdale Senior Living Inc.298726  BP

Why yearn
for the good ole days

when you’re still

living them?

Call (239) 204-4301 for more information. 

Brookdale College Parkway
Independent Living
8351 College Parkway
Fort Myers, Florida 33919

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedlcc.org.
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This is what I notice: people are 
trying to make ends meet, take care 
of their children, fold a towel, make a 
sandwich, determine the next step and 
then the next. Life gets complicated if 
you fall and need physical therapy, get 
cancer, or are between jobs that pay 
minimum wage.

Many people make assumptions 
about what services the Federation 
provides. An elderly couple called ask-
ing if we could find them an apartment 
within their budget, arrange their move 
from Lehigh Acres to Fort Myers, and 
pay for everything. Another client re-
turned to the food pantry for the second 
month expecting gift cards again for 
gas and groceries. I explained that the 
cards are given to clients who happen 
to be in a tight spot, usually awaiting 
a first paycheck, as was the case with 
this client.

One client who called for assis-
tance has a young daughter, works full-
time, isn’t able to get to food pantries 
during the week and doesn’t have a car. 
His voice was full of despair as he ex-
plained his situation and talked about 
putting food on the table. The Federa-
tion bought him a bus pass and sent 
him a Publix gift card, as he lives near 
a Publix supermarket. 

In November and early December, 
due to your generosity and support, the 
Federation was able to assist clients 
with partial payment for utilities, medi-
cal bills and security deposits.

Thank you for all that you do to 
support the Federation’s vision of a 
Jewish community that is based on 
Jewish values such as tzedakah (be-
nevolence), tikkun olam (repairing the 
world) and k’lal Yisrael (taking respon-
sibility for one another).

Discover the Perfect Setting for Your 
Retirement in Southwest Florida

Location. Location. 
Shell Point.

 
EXPLORE SHELL POINT TODAY!

ATTEND A DISCOVERY SEMINAR | 9:30 A.M. EVERY TUESDAY OR WEDNESDAY

 January 7 & 8 January 14 & 15 January 21 & 22 January 28 & 29

Morton and Dorothy Zablotsky
(Oakmont)

EXPLORE TODAY!  Call (239) 529-4749 or 1-800-780-1131 or visit www.shellpoint.org
Shell Point is located in Fort Myers on the banks of the Caloosahatchee River just 2 miles from the Islands of Sanibel and Captiva. 

Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc. ©2019 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-4075-20

It’s Paradise Here
From the moment we came to Shell Point, we felt 
welcomed. After leaving our friends and family on 
the East Coast, we found an abundance of friendly 
neighbors, exciting programming and wellness 
opportunites. Seven years later, we couldn’t 
be happier in our beautiful home and with the 
wonderful life we’ve created in the community.

‘‘ ‘‘

Unparalleled setting. Unparalleled lifestyle.™

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

®

SLS-4075-20 L'Chayim Magazine AD- Jan.indd   1SLS-4075-20 L'Chayim Magazine AD- Jan.indd   1 12/3/19   11:47 AM12/3/19   11:47 AM

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedlcc.org.
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

n Susan
    Suarez

We thank the sponsors and 
guests who made the Muse-
um’s December fundraiser, 

“The Luncheon with Music of Hope & 
Remembrance,” a great success. The 

event featured the 
Voices of Naples 
chorale ensemble, 
conducted by Ar-
tistic Director Dr. 
Douglas Renfroe. 
In addition to a 
selection of inspir-
ing songs, they 
sang portions of 
Verdi’s Requiem, 

which had been performed in 1944 
at the Theresienstadt (Terezin) camp. 
During the camp’s inspection by the In-
ternational Red Cross, Jewish prisoners 

were forced to perform for their captors 
and the IRC guests. Renowned Czech 
conductor Rafael Schächter led the per-
formance of Requiem, which for many, 
including Schächter, was to be their last 
before they were sent to Auschwitz. 
Many thanks to the Voices of Naples for 
their beautiful performance. The funds 
raised from the popular event benefited 
the Museum’s Education programs.

Our next exhibit starts on Thurs-
day, January 2 in the Estelle and Stuart 
Price Gallery. “Art & Propaganda in 
Nazi-Occupied Holland” is presented in 
conjunction with the Anne Frank Center 
for Mutual Respect in New York City. 
Composed of Dutch Resistance art and 
official propaganda, this exhibition con-
tains artifacts from three collections in 
the archives of the Anne Frank Center. 

Curated by Rolf Wolfswinkel, Professor 
of Modern History, New York Univer-
sity, and Yvonne Simons, Executive 
Director, The Anne Frank Center USA, 
the exhibit will feature:

 ¡ Original lithographs by Henri Pieck, 
drawn during Pieck’s internment 
at Buchenwald. His Buchenwald 
sketches evoke the horror associ-
ated with German concentration 
camps: forced labor, starvation, 
freezing cold and inhumane treat-
ment.

 ¡ Prints by Marie de Zaaijer, which 
depict the remembrances, suffer-
ing and hardship endured by Dutch 
citizens during the war. 

 ¡ Original propaganda posters de-
signed to encourage the Dutch 
population to support their Ger-
man occupiers and to discredit the 
American and British air forces 
whose indiscriminate bombing 
campaigns killed and injured many 
innocent Dutch civilians as well as 
armed combatants. 
2020 marks the 75th anniversary of 

the liberation of the camps and the end 
of WWII. Please join us in January for 
these special events of the year-long 
commemorative program “Butterflies 
of Hope and Remembrance:”

On Sunday, January 26 at Temple 
Shalom in Naples, the film The Boys 
of Terezin will be screened at 2:00 p.m. 
The film shows how five Holocaust sur-
vivors, a boy choir and a chamber music 

group unite to tell the story of the secret 
concentration camp journal. Following 
the screening, FGCU Professors pia-
nist Michael Baron and soprano Jeanie 
Darnell, accompanied by violinist Ming 
Gao of the Naples Philharmonic, will 
play music selections from the film. A 
special guest appearance is also planned. 
This event is free and open to the public, 
but an RSVP is required via our website 
at www.HMCEC.org.

On Monday, January 27 at our Mu-
seum, the film Defiant Requiem will be 
shown at 2:00 p.m. Defiant Requiem 
chronicles a trip by modern American 
conductor Murry Sidlin and a chorus to 
the site of the June 1944 performance of 
Verdi’s Requiem. In this documentary, 
Sidlin and his chorus recreated the 
Schächter performance to highlight this 
story of the courage and resilience of the 
human spirit. This program is free and 
open to the public, but seating is limited. 
RSVP required at HMCEC.org.

We look forward to seeing you in 
2020 at our beautiful new Museum and 
as we honor the 75th anniversary of the 
liberation of the camps with the “But-
terflies of Hope and Remembrance” 
programs. We also hope you will join 
us for our March 2 Triumph 2020 
event featuring Holocaust Survivor 
Dr. Ruth Westheimer. If you are inter-
ested in sponsoring this event, please 
contact me at susan@HMCEC.org or 
239.263.9200.

Welcome to The Colonnade of Estero, a brand-new Life Plan Community coming soon to 
the Village of Estero, Florida. In fact, The Colonnade will be the first Continuing Care  

Retirement Community (CCRC) in Estero, one of the most attractive and most sought-after residential 
locations between Fort Myers and Naples. A sister community to Gulf Coast Village in Cape Coral, 
The Colonnade will feature spacious apartment homes with an array of floor plans to choose from. 
Plus, residents will enjoy the latest in design, construction, services,  
activities, health care, and financial practicality to life on the Gulf Coast.
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8Information Center | 21101 Design Parc Lane, Unit #101 | Estero, FL 33928 | (239) 491-8111 | ColonnadeEstero.org

The Colonnade of Estero is a Volunteers of America community. Founded in 1896, Volunteers of America is a national, 
nonprofit, faith-based organization dedicated to uplifting all people. Learn more at volunteersofamerica.org.

To learn more, schedule a visit to our information  
center at (239) 491-8111 today. Ask about our special 
money-saving offers for initial depositors.

The perfect place 
to put down roots.

Susan Glasser, Realtor®

Fort Myers Resident for Nearly 30 Years
SusanLGlasser@gmail.com 
239-281-3105 
John R. Wood Properties 
15065 McGregor Blvd. Ft. Myers, FL 33908

Here to help YOU  anywhere in 
Southwest Florida!

Read the current and recent  
issues of L’CHAYIM online at  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Rabbi Mendel, Shternie and Mussia Gordon

New JLI course to be 
presented in SWFL

FGCU has its first  
full-time rabbi

Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
group unite to tell the story of the secret 
concentration camp journal. Following 
the screening, FGCU Professors pia-
nist Michael Baron and soprano Jeanie 
Darnell, accompanied by violinist Ming 
Gao of the Naples Philharmonic, will 
play music selections from the film. A 
special guest appearance is also planned. 
This event is free and open to the public, 
but an RSVP is required via our website 
at www.HMCEC.org.

On Monday, January 27 at our Mu-
seum, the film Defiant Requiem will be 
shown at 2:00 p.m. Defiant Requiem 
chronicles a trip by modern American 
conductor Murry Sidlin and a chorus to 
the site of the June 1944 performance of 
Verdi’s Requiem. In this documentary, 
Sidlin and his chorus recreated the 
Schächter performance to highlight this 
story of the courage and resilience of the 
human spirit. This program is free and 
open to the public, but seating is limited. 
RSVP required at HMCEC.org.

We look forward to seeing you in 
2020 at our beautiful new Museum and 
as we honor the 75th anniversary of the 
liberation of the camps with the “But-
terflies of Hope and Remembrance” 
programs. We also hope you will join 
us for our March 2 Triumph 2020 
event featuring Holocaust Survivor 
Dr. Ruth Westheimer. If you are inter-
ested in sponsoring this event, please 
contact me at susan@HMCEC.org or 
239.263.9200.

Welcome to The Colonnade of Estero, a brand-new Life Plan Community coming soon to 
the Village of Estero, Florida. In fact, The Colonnade will be the first Continuing Care  

Retirement Community (CCRC) in Estero, one of the most attractive and most sought-after residential 
locations between Fort Myers and Naples. A sister community to Gulf Coast Village in Cape Coral, 
The Colonnade will feature spacious apartment homes with an array of floor plans to choose from. 
Plus, residents will enjoy the latest in design, construction, services,  
activities, health care, and financial practicality to life on the Gulf Coast.
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8Information Center | 21101 Design Parc Lane, Unit #101 | Estero, FL 33928 | (239) 491-8111 | ColonnadeEstero.org

The Colonnade of Estero is a Volunteers of America community. Founded in 1896, Volunteers of America is a national, 
nonprofit, faith-based organization dedicated to uplifting all people. Learn more at volunteersofamerica.org.

To learn more, schedule a visit to our information  
center at (239) 491-8111 today. Ask about our special 
money-saving offers for initial depositors.

The perfect place 
to put down roots.

The new Jewish Learning Insti-
tute course, “Judaism’s Gifts 
to the World,” is an in-depth 

exploration of the most notable values 
and attitudes that the Jews have suc-
cessfully shared with humanity. Many 
of these concepts were once consid-
ered preposterous, but today they are 
taken for granted. The stories of such 
transitions are as fascinating as they 
are instructive for the present. “Juda-
ism’s Gifts to the World” also consid-
ers how Judaism might continue its 
role as a beacon of clarity and fountain 
of wisdom for all of humankind. 

By most indications, modern soci-
ety is a model of moral progress. Yet 
when it comes to everyday values, we 
still grapple with the big ones…

 X What are our responsibilities to-
ward the less fortunate?

 X Does assisted suicide honor or de-
value human life?

 X How can we make a move toward 
more cohesive family living?
Join us to unpack six cherished 

values and how they were delivered by 
the Torah. By tracing their journey to 
the mainstream, we’ll discover a time-
less core of purpose and clarity in each 
value – a powerful gift of guidance as 
we navigate our own daily choices.

 � Lesson 1:  
The Gift of Social Responsibility

 � Lesson 2:  
The Gift of a Guiding Purpose

 � Lesson 3:  
The Gift of Respect for Life

 � Lesson 4:  
The Gift of Equality & Individuality

 � Lesson 5:  
The Gift of Work/Life Balance

 � Lesson 6:  
The Gift of Escaping the Cycle
The six-week course begins Thurs-

day, January 23, and takes place at 
Chabad Lubavitch of SWFL, 5620 
Winkler Rd., Fort Myers. To sign up, 
contact Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz at 
239.433.7708 or rabbi@chabadswf.
org. For more information, visit www.
chabadswf.org or www.myjli.com.

Rabbi Mendel Gordon, an Aus-
sie native, started his rabbinical 
studies back in Australia and 

completed them in New York in 2015. 
As a student, Rabbi Mendel led ser-
vices and ran Jewish programs in six 
countries, including France, Germany, 
Switzerland and Australia. 

Rabbi Mendel, his wife Shternie 
and their baby Mussia moved this past 
summer to become the first full-time 
rabbi and Jewish program directors at 
Florida Gulf Coast University. They 
are coordinating Chabad at FGCU and 
building a home away from home for 
Jewish students from all levels of ob-
servance and affiliations.

“We had an amazing first semester 
full of vibrant Jewish life at FGCU,” 
said Rabbi Mendel. “We’ve had 20-30 
students each Shabbat, 100 students in-
volved celebrating Sukkot, weekly ko-
sher lunch and learns on campus, chal-
lah bakes, Grill the Rabbi question and 

answer, shofar factory, Shabbatons, 
leadership trips and social events. 

“We would like to thank Rabbi 
Mendel and Luba Greenberg of Chabad 
of Bonita Springs for their efforts in 
servicing the students since 2010 and 
arranging to bring a full-time rabbi to 
FGCU.”

Rabbi Mendel and Shternie Gor-
don can be contacted at 347.452.0489.

C.F.S. welcomes FGCU 
trumpet student Eric Swarz
The Community Free Synagogue 

Musical Ensemble has been 
joined by Florida Gulf Coast 

University music major 
Eric Swarz. Eric, a junior 
at the University’s Bow-
er School of Music, will 
add his musical talents 
during weekly Sabbath 
Eve worship and on oth-
er festivals in comple-
tion of his Capstone and 
Internship requirements.

A Miami native, 
Eric is gifted with per-
fect pitch, helping him 
master first the piano 
and then the trumpet. He 
plays in the FGCU Symphonic Band, 
its Wind Orchestra and Jazz Ensemble. 
He performed his junior trumpet recital 
at FGCU Bower School of Music a few 
weeks ago where he played a repertoire 

by Handel, Hummel, Bozza and more.
Eric spends his summers teaching 

brass at the Appel Music Farm Camp 
in New Jersey, and fre-
quently volunteers his 
musical skills at senior 
living facilities. 

Eric and his family 
attended Temple Ema-
nu-El on Miami Beach, 
where he was called 
to the Torah as a Bar-
Mitsvah. His rich Jew-
ish upbringing and 
his present minor in Re-
ligion make him a won-
derful “fit” for the syna-
gogue’s musical group.

“Eric is a gifted musician and de-
lightful young man who is already 
proving a blessing to our congrega-
tion,” noted Rich McConville, a C.F.S. 
lay cantor.

Eric Swarz

 

Community  
Minyan at 

Monday-Thursday Evenings 5:45pm 
Sunday Mornings 9:30am 

Come and be counted 

Please call Tab in our office at 239-433-0201 
or email tjswfledu@gmail.com if you have 
any questions or would like to commit to a 

schedule or specific dates. 

• Social Security
Disability

• Long Term Disability
• Personal Injury

2121 West First Street
Fort Myers, Florida

33901

Call for a free
Consultation

239-337-3600
1-800-261-8787

SERVING SW FLORIDA
FOR 40  YEARS

W H E N  T H I N K I N G  S O C I A L  S E C U R I T Y  D I S A B I L I T Y. . . T H I N K  K U S H N E R  &  K U S H N E R

JONAS H. KUSHNER
JEFFREY KUSHNER

ROBERTA D. KUSHNER

 

Ronny S Taschner  DDS 
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology 

 
Jennifer Taschner  DDS  MMSc 

Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology 
 

 
1645 Medical Lane,  Fort Myers, FL 

 
Phone 239-936-0635 

Visit Our Website  www.taschnerperio.com 

Read the current and recent  
issues of L’CHAYIM online at  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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TRIBUTES

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your Tributes.  
Please send them to Lori Ramos  

at the Federation at loriramos@jfedlcc.org. 

The board and staff of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties 
extends condolences to Judith Satin and family on the passing of Roger Satin.

In memory of Judy Freling
from Pat & Jim Witzberger
from Peter & Judy Salzer
from Linda & Curt Rodin

from Brian & Sara Krivisky
from the Berman Family Fund
from Denise & Peter Kulcsar

from Barry & Betty Leif
from Juanita Berthold

from Carolyn Gora

In memory of Shirley Newman
from Brian & Sara Krivisky

from Linda & Charles Idelson
from Carolyn Gora

In memory of Lori Frantz’s mother Ellie
from Brian & Sara Krivisky

In memory of Marilyn Froim
from Sherri & Robert Kramerson

In honor of Dale Cohen
from the Kramers

BAR MITZVAH

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your Life Cycle  
events – births, B’nai Mitzvah, engagements, etc.  

Submit your events to LChayim36@gmail.com. 

Gabriel Eli Dahan will be called to the Torah 
on Saturday, January 11 as a Bar Mitzvah. He 
is the son of Dr. Irit Hemed and Ilan Dahan, as 
well as little brother to Adam Dahan.

Gabriel has always been part of the Jewish 
community. He has been a student at Temple  
Judea Preschool and a religious school student 
at Chabad of Cape Coral, as well as Temple 
Beth El. Gabriel is currently at Temple Judea 
and has had a wonderful experience preparing 
for his Bar Mitzvah. 

Gabriel is an exceptional seventh grade stu-
dent at Canterbury School. He has a variety of interests, including basketball, 
tennis and golf. He was part of the winning middle school district tennis 
tournament at Canterbury School last year. Gabriel loves spending time with 
family and friends, as well as his beloved dog Lucy. He enjoys traveling and 
has had the privilege of going to Israel many times, visiting his family. 

We would like to thank all the people who have contributed to Gabriel’s 
Jewish upbringing. Dale Cohen has been an integral part of his education. 
Thank you to Rabbi Marc Sack for his guidance through the Bar Mitzvah 
process. It has been an amazing experience!

ENGAGEMENT
Mazel Tov to Ashlie Coplein and David 
Bogner on their Thanksgiving engagement! 

Ashlie, a Maryland native, holds a mas-
ter’s degree in Public Administration from 
Florida Gulf Coast University and is em-
ployed with the 20th Judicial District Public 
Defender. She also manages the Lee Coun-
ty Young Democrats. 

David, born in New Jersey, holds a de-
gree in Political Science from Florida Gulf 
Coast University and works as a Revenue 

Specialist for the Florida Department of Revenue. He was the winner of the 
Democratic Primary for a local Florida House seat, and is a former member 
of The News-Press Citizen Editorial Board.

Both Ashlie and David are active participants in The Community Free 
Synagogue, where Ashlie studied and was called to the Torah as a Bat Mitz-
vah in 2018.

 

 

2244tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  

JJeewwiisshh  FFiillmm  FFeessttiivvaall  ooff  

  SSoouutthhwweesstt  FFlloorriiddaa  

February 2 - March 1 

OPENING DAY   SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2   3:00PM   

REGAL BELLTOWER THEATER, 13499 Bell Tower Dr., Fort Myers  

Featuring Golda’s Balcony, The Film                                                               
and special guest, Film Producer Dave Fishelson. 

Discussion and dessert reception to follow at World Of Beer    
(across from Regal)     Sponsored by: Norman Love Confections 

Film: $13, Reception: $25 OR $36 combo ticket 
 

CLOSING DAY    SUNDAY, MARCH 1   3:00PM   

REGAL BELLTOWER THEATER, 13499 Bell Tower Dr., Fort Myers  

Featuring Fiddler: A Miracle of  Miracles 

Reception and music to follow with special guest                    
Fretless Rock at World Of Beer. (across from Regal) 

Sponsored by: Andi & William Horowitz 

Film: $13, Reception: $25 OR $36 combo ticket 

Tickets are on sale now.  Visit www.jewishfederationlcc.org/JFF2020 

New Event Venue! 

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

Like us on Facebook!

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Reach 4,000 local Jewish residents through L’CHAYIM.  
For more information or to place an ad, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5.
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BAR MITZVAH

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
When divorced parents age
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

When the telephone rang at 
2:00 a.m. I knew it had to 
be bad news, and it was,” 

says Kyle, who, along with his older 
sister, shares the responsibility for car-

ing for their ag-
ing parents. “My 
sister was out of 
town so I raced 
to the hospital to 
be with Mom. 
She lives alone 
and that night she 
fell and broke her 
hip.” 

Kyle’s moth-
er is not a widow but she lives alone 
because 27 years ago, she and Kyle’s 
father divorced. Now both parents are 
elderly and both have serious health 
concerns. “Dad has a bad heart,” Kyle 
says, “and I notice his dementia is 
getting worse. He has a girlfriend but 
they never married. Last week when 
she had chest pains, Dad didn’t call her 
daughter. He called me! There’ve been 
times when my sister and I spend every 
night of the week running back and 
forth among the three of them. I love 
my parents but my “shuttle bus life” is 
exhausting.”

Kyle and his sister are not alone. 
According to an article by Chris Tay-
lor (Wealth magazine 2012), “Some 
60 percent of unmarried boomers are 
divorced.” The implications for the 
next generation are serious as adult 
children of divorce struggle with the 
emotional and financial issues related 
to what Taylor calls a “demographic  
tsunami.”

Professor Susan Brown co-authored 
a study that examined the sociological 
meaning of what gerontologists see as 
an alarming statistic. Brown reports 
that the current crop of unmarried 
boomers “are much more economi-
cally vulnerable than married boom-
ers are” – a situation made especially 
precarious when multiple marriages are  
involved. 

Adult children like Kyle and his 
sister may find themselves responsible 
not only for two parents who live miles 
apart, but for their parents’ significant 
other – the stepparent or companion 
who, like their own mom and dad, even-
tually needs care and support. When 
step-siblings are involved, the situation 
becomes even more complicated.

Francine Russo, author of They’re 
Your Parents Too, emphasizes that in 
addition to the financial stress of two 
parents with two different living situa-
tions, the emotional stakes can be quite 
high. Russo reports that “Adult children 
of divorce may feel anger or resentment 
at one parent, or feel like they have to 
parse out their time equally between 
both parents…and it can get pretty 
intense.”

In a recent article by Ashley Rosa, 
“Late-Life Parental Divorce: How 
to Care for Your Parents” (Divorce 
Magazine.com 2019), the author offers 
suggestions regarding caring for elderly 
parents, especially when they divorce 
later in life.

In what she describes as “double 
trouble,” Rosa notes that the practical 
support that happily married seniors 
enjoy evaporates when seniors divorce, 
especially after they’ve postponed the 
split, sometimes waiting years for their 
children to become adults before they 
take steps to dissolve the marriage.

Rosa reminds us that adult children 
of divorce and their parents have issues 
that need to be addressed. She says, “As 
an adult, you feel that you should be 
able to cope and you shouldn’t feel so 
emotional about your parents’ divorce 
– making you likely to suffer in silence 
rather than reaching out for help.”

Breaking that silence is critical and 
Rosa offers practical suggestions for 
doing just that: 
1. Begin with an honest parent/adult 

child meeting where emotional 
issues are acknowledged and ad-
dressed

2. Continue with frank discussions 

about finances and living arrange-
ments

3. Speak up about how caregiving 
responsibilities can be shared with 
siblings, both natural and step

4. Make plans for caregiver respite 
care and for the possibility of care-
giver burnout
In an article on “Divorce Etiquette” 

(ReformJudaism.org), psychotherapist 
Edythe Held Mencher and family law 
specialist Marsha Elser discuss how 
the synagogue community can facilitate 
positive relationships with families 
who for years have been navigating the 
troubled waters of divorce. 

The authors emphasize that Jewish 
professionals can play a leading role as 
they plan programs and support services 
that acknowledge that a parent’s divorce 
has lifelong emotional impact for the 
children. At each age and stage, from 
early childhood through the teen years 
and on to adulthood, divorce brings 
with it its own set of psychological 

concerns. Organizing a Jewish commu-
nity support group for adult children of 
elderly divorced parents is one way to 
ease the isolation that these adults often  
feel.

Within our Jewish communities, 
divorced seniors are living alone, often 
with the particular emotional burden 
that characterizes a family split. At 
the same time, adult children of these 
seniors struggle with the difficulties of 
what Kyle calls the “shuttle bus life.” 
Given what the statistics tell us, help-
ing divorced boomers and their adult 
children is a mitzvah in the making for 
Jewish communities nationwide.

For 10 years Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
served the Aviva Campus for Senior 
Life as resident rabbi. She is rabbi of 
the Reconstructionist synagogue, Ner 
Tamid del Sud in south Italy, and serves 
as visiting rabbi in Rhodes, in the oldest 
synagogue in Greece. Contact her at 
Rabbi@RabbiBarbara.com.

“

Come for the View. 

Stay for the Continuing Care.

Fall Special! $1600/month for select water-view apartments. 
Offer ends soon!

A Five Star Independent, 
Assisted Living and Skilled

Nursing Community

39 Years and 21,000 Happy Seniors Later

Knowing you’re surrounded by passionate caregivers offers tremendous peace of mind.
Calusa Harbour is the only “no buy-in” senior rental community in Southwest Florida
providing all levels of continuing care – independent living, assisted living, and skilled
nursing and rehabilitation. We monitor your care so you can enjoy the good times
even more, whether it’s walking along the river, taking classes to keep your mind sharp
or cutting a rug with friends. anks to our superior reputation, we can proudly say
you’ll be comfortable here. e proof is in the pudding, so schedule a visit today.
Calusa Harbour, a Five Star Senior Living Community, has been certified by J.D.
Power for providing “An Outstanding Senior Living Community Experience.”

● Delicious all-day dining in brand-new facilities
● Large-size apartments ideal for hosting friends
●Only continuing care community in Southwest

Florida with no buy-in
● Enjoy activities galore in our soaring atriums
● $7 million renovation project now complete
● Experienced staff makes your care a priority

A Five Star Independent, 
Assisted Living and Skilled

Nursing Community

Assisted Living Facility #6066

2525 First Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901
(239) 247-5027 • www.CalusaHarbour.com

Fall Special! $1600/month for select water-view apartments. 
Offer ends soon!

J.D. Power 2019 Certified Senior Living Community Program recognition is based on Voice of the Customer
research among residents and their decisionmakers and successful completion of an onsite evaluation
consisting of over 130 best practices developed by J.D. Power. Upon successful completion, J.D. Power
feels this community demonstrates a culture of service excellence, exceeding resident expectations. For
more information, visit www.jdpower.com/business/resource/certified-senior-living-community.

AS SEENON TV

Homemaker/Companion Services

Personally Matched Caregivers, Prepare Meals, Light 
House Tasks,  Laundry & Linens, Shopping & Errands, 

Take to Appointments/Events, Social Interaction, Advocate 
Service, From a Few Hours to 24-Hour Care & More!

Personal Care & Nurse Services

Post Surgery or Hospital Stay Care, Mobility Help, ADL’s, 
Baths, Dressing, Personal Hygiene, Special Needs Care, 

Medication Management, Up to 24-Hour Care, Much More!

Providing exceptional care that makes 
senior’s lives better and happier!

Free Consultation. It’s easy …
Call us at (239) 243-8555

SeniorcareSouthwestFlorida.com

©2019 Each office is independently owned and operated. License HCS #232083, HHA # 299994663

Reach 4,000 local Jewish residents through L’CHAYIM.  
For more information or to place an ad, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5.
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It’s a little bit Brooklyn, a little bit Lower East Side
Book review by Philip K. Jason, Special to L’CHAYIM

Wednesday,  

March 25 

6:00-7:30 P.M. 
99770011  CCoommmmeerrccee  CCeenntteerr  CCtt..  

FFoorrtt  MMyyeerrss,,  FFll..    3333990088  

 

 

Thank you to our generous 
dinner sponsor: 

RRaabbbbii  SStteepphheenn  FFuucchhss  &&  hhiiss  wwiiffee  VViicckkiiee  aarree  bbootthh  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff                
HHoollooccaauusstt  ssuurrvviivvoorrss..  TThhee  bbooookk  ddeellvveess  iinnttoo  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthheeiirr      

ppaarreennttss  &&  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ccrreeaatteedd  ttoo  ssppeeaakk                            
aanndd  tteeaacchh  aabboouutt  tthhee  HHoollooccaauusstt  iinn  GGeerrmmaannyy..  

RSVP is Required  
239.481.4449 or email:  

debbiesan-
ford@jfedlcc.org 

A light dairy dinner will be served. 

Free & open to the community. 

Not long ago, I had the plea-
sure of writing about Richard 
Slotkin’s short story collection 

titled Greenhorns. I take the same plea-
sure in sharing Craig Darch’s somewhat 

similar collection. 
Darch, a professor 
at Auburn Univer-
sity, has crafted a 
compact, resonant 
memorial to the 
Jewish ethos as 
it existed in New 
York  C i ty  fo r 
many decades. 

Though there 
are few time mark-

ers, the ambiance seems to suggest the 
1920s through the 1950s. These decades 
have faded away, with their various 
tones of hope and disappointment. They 
are almost forgotten, but the author 
brings them back through the sensibili-
ties of people who themselves are on 
a point of balance between forgetting 
and remembering – as well as being 
forgotten. 

Many live lonely lives, many have 
fallen upon – or always had – hard times. 
Many have a special kind of dignity 
and even courage. Darch’s nostalgic 
heart has made their ordinariness ex-
traordinary. 

These are people surviving inside 
their loneliness. The world they once 
fully inhabited has changed around 
them. The corner delicatessens run by 
hardworking neighbor-owners have 
vanished or been transformed.

Darch’s seven stories are seven 
gems. 

L’Chaim and Lamentations:  
Stories by Craig Darch.  

NewSouth Books. 160 pages. 
Hardcover $24.95.

n Dr. Paul 
    Bartrop

A tale of two Januaries
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

This month marks 80 years since 
the establishment of the Nazi 
concentration (later, extermina-

tion) camp at Auschwitz in 1940. It is 
also the 75th anniversary of the camp’s 
liberation in 1945.

In 1939, with the outbreak of war, the 
German Inspectorate of Concentration 

Camps was autho-
rized to examine the 
possibility of setting 
up new camps. One 
of the first of these, lo-
cated in southwestern 
Poland near the con-
fluence of the Vistula 
and Soła Rivers, was 
to be built just outside 

the town of Oświęcim. In German the 
name was Auschwitz. This was initially 
to be a camp for Polish POWs.

Auschwitz would ultimately serve 
as one of the epicenters of the Holo-
caust, with more Jews murdered there 
during the war than in any other loca-
tion. Since the victims came from every 
part of Europe, and because Auschwitz 
operated longer than any other extermi-
nation camp, it has come to symbolize 
the horror of the Holocaust overall.

It was on January 25, 1940, that the 
SS decided to construct a camp near 
Oświęcim. Then, on February 21, 1940, 
the Inspector of Concentration Camps, 
Richard Glücks, reported to Heinrich 
Himmler that a group of “former Polish 
artillery barracks” had been found that 
were suitable for further development. 

The town of Auschwitz seemed the ideal 
location, though it had its objectionable 
side. Surrounded by open swampy 
moorland, it remained muddy for most 
of the year, it was unhealthy and malaria-
infested, and in winter it turned bitterly 
cold. Severe winds swept down from 
the north, unimpeded by any natural 
obstacles on the Polish plain. It was flat, 
cold, wet, muddy, cheerless and colorless. 
There seemed little to recommend the 
area surrounding the little Silesian town.

Despite this, on May 4, 1940, the first 
commandant, Rudolf Franz Hoess, began 
his task of constructing the new camp. 
Employing prisoners from other camps as 
slave labor, the compound was soon built. 
It received its initial batch of permanent 
inmates on July 14, 1940.

Understanding the history of  
Auschwitz is a complex challenge. 
Initially it was established as a camp 
for Polish soldiers and political prison-
ers. Later, Soviet POWs were included, 
while Jews were added increasingly 
from mid-1941 onwards.

Further, there was not a single 
Auschwitz, but rather three main camps 
– Auschwitz I, Auschwitz II (Birkenau) 
and Auschwitz III (Monowitz) – along 
with approximately 50 satellite camps 
located over a wide geographical region.

In the winter of 1940-1941, German 
industrial conglomerate I.G. Farben 
chose Auschwitz as the site for the con-
struction of a new plant. The availability 
of a railroad junction and raw material, 
along with the chance to exploit slave 

labor, added to its allure. An arrange-
ment was made between I.G. Farben and 
the SS, whereby the latter would provide 
the slave labor and I.G. Farben would 
pay for the use of the workers. At the 
same time, SS chief Heinrich Himmler 
ordered the camp system expanded to 
accommodate over 100,000 additional 
inmates.

The camp would eventually become 
a vast complex covering 15 square 
miles, in which the SS, capitalizing on 
the use of slave labor, made a fortune 
as a result.

Auschwitz, together with five other 
camps located by the Germans in Poland 
(Bełzec, Chełmno, Majdanek, Sobibór 
and Treblinka) altered the nature and 
course of concentration camp devel-
opment. These were the Vernichtung-
slager, the death (or extermination) 
camps.

Because of their existence, the im-
age of the Nazi concentration camps 
was irrevocably transformed, such that 
all camps are now viewed as elaborate 
and gigantic factories created for the 
purpose of destroying human lives.

The extermination camps were in-
stitutions designed to methodically and 
efficiently murder millions of people, 
specifically Jews. These mass murders 
took place in specially designed gas 
chambers. At Auschwitz, they employed 
crystallized hydrogen cyanide, which 
on contact with air, oxidized to become 
hydrocyanic (or prussic) acid gas, manu-
factured under the trade name Zyklon B.

January 1940 therefore had a lot to 
answer for. But as the war progressed, 
and Soviet armies advanced toward 
Germany throughout the latter half of 
1944, the position of Auschwitz seemed 
uncertain. In September 1944, Hein-
rich Himmler ordered Rudolf Hoess to  
oversee the camp’s liquidation. On No-

vember 26, 1944, when delay threatened 
and the Soviets drew nearer, Himmler 
issued another order concerning the  
destruction of Auschwitz.

After considerable administrative 
difficulties, the complete evacuation of 
the complex was ordered for January 17, 
1945. The next day, some 22,000 men 
and women left the camp, and the day 
after that, a further 3,500 were evacuated. 
They were about all that was left of a 
camp complex which at one time could 
boast a population of possibly 200,000. 
The earliest date of free contact with So-
viet forces was January 22, 1945. When 
the camp was formally occupied two days 
later, there were only 2,819 survivors left 
at Auschwitz.

The prisoners had been evacuated in 
the face of Soviet progress. The Russians 
were so close while the prisoners were 
marching away that the sounds of battle 
could be clearly distinguished. The sur-
vivors suffered terribly during the forced 
marches that took them toward the west, 
and countless numbers perished. Discus-
sion of these Death Marches opens a new 
dimension relating to the story, however, 
and will await another column at a dif-
ferent time.

The name Auschwitz evokes many 
things. What is often overlooked, how-
ever, are the bookend dates – January 
1940 and January 1945 – that separate 
what happened in the middle. Simultane-
ously the world’s largest murder site and 
cemetery, the phenomenon of Auschwitz 
had to begin somewhere. Fortunately, 
after a herculean effort, it also ended, 75 
years ago this month.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of History 
and the Dir. of the Center for Judaic, 
Holocaust, and Genocide Studies at 
Florida Gulf Coast University. He can 
be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.edu.

Specializing in  
 outpatient hip and  
 knee replacement

Senior Outreach Program 

Let us know if you will be  
driving or if you would like  
a volunteer to pick you up. 

 
RSVP—Jodi Cohen 

239-481-4449, ext. 2 or 
jodicohen@jfedlcc.org 

Come out for lunch, see familiar  
faces and meet new friends at  

our free monthly senior lunches 

Thursday, January 16th 
12:00 PM 
Temple Beth Shalom 
702 SE 24th Ave.  
Cape Coral 
(RSVP by Fri., Jan. 10th) 

 
Thursday, February 20th 

12:30 PM 
American House 
14001 Metro Pkwy 
Fort Myers 
(RSVP required by Fri., Feb. 14th) 

Please bring your non-perishable food donations for the  
Federation food pantry to the Senior Lunch Bunch. 
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What do you 
think?

L’CHAYIM wants to know! 
Email your comments to 
LChayim36@gmail.com.

Bucher Wealth Management
Member FINRA, SIPC

February 1 & 2
OPENING NIGHT
January 31,6pm

Edwards Drive & Hendry Street
Downtown Fort Myers Riverfront

ExperienceArtFest as aVIP
Receive VIP Perks & FREE ParkingALL weekend!
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$125 per person
Don’t miss the biggest
art event of the year!
VIP Party is an outdoor 
tented event - rain or shine! 
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Support the arts in this gathering of art connoisseurs 
just like you as you enjoy all the benefits of being a VIP.

VIP Club Tent on Opening Night, Friday, January 31
Overlooking the downtown waterfront and glorious sunset

– Gourmet hors d'oeuvres from 8 fine restaurants
– Wine and Beer / Music by Silver Sneakers Band
– 70 fabulous artists

VIP Club Tent Saturday & Sunday, February 1 & 2
Garden setting overlooking the downtown waterfront

– Mimosas, coffee and scones to start your day
– Catered specialty lunch / Afternoon Snack Bar
– Wine, beer and more all day
– 215 fabulous artists

Easy reserved VIP parking all weekend!

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY! ArtFestFortMyers.com

n Phil  
   Jason

It’s a little bit Brooklyn, a little bit Lower East Side
Book review by Philip K. Jason, Special to L’CHAYIM

Wednesday,  

March 25 

6:00-7:30 P.M. 
99770011  CCoommmmeerrccee  CCeenntteerr  CCtt..  

FFoorrtt  MMyyeerrss,,  FFll..    3333990088  

 

 

Thank you to our generous 
dinner sponsor: 

RRaabbbbii  SStteepphheenn  FFuucchhss  &&  hhiiss  wwiiffee  VViicckkiiee  aarree  bbootthh  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff                
HHoollooccaauusstt  ssuurrvviivvoorrss..  TThhee  bbooookk  ddeellvveess  iinnttoo  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthheeiirr      

ppaarreennttss  &&  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ccrreeaatteedd  ttoo  ssppeeaakk                            
aanndd  tteeaacchh  aabboouutt  tthhee  HHoollooccaauusstt  iinn  GGeerrmmaannyy..  

RSVP is Required  
239.481.4449 or email:  

debbiesan-
ford@jfedlcc.org 

A light dairy dinner will be served. 

Free & open to the community. 

Not long ago, I had the plea-
sure of writing about Richard 
Slotkin’s short story collection 

titled Greenhorns. I take the same plea-
sure in sharing Craig Darch’s somewhat 

similar collection. 
Darch, a professor 
at Auburn Univer-
sity, has crafted a 
compact, resonant 
memorial to the 
Jewish ethos as 
it existed in New 
York  C i ty  fo r 
many decades. 

Though there 
are few time mark-

ers, the ambiance seems to suggest the 
1920s through the 1950s. These decades 
have faded away, with their various 
tones of hope and disappointment. They 
are almost forgotten, but the author 
brings them back through the sensibili-
ties of people who themselves are on 
a point of balance between forgetting 
and remembering – as well as being 
forgotten. 

Many live lonely lives, many have 
fallen upon – or always had – hard times. 
Many have a special kind of dignity 
and even courage. Darch’s nostalgic 
heart has made their ordinariness ex-
traordinary. 

These are people surviving inside 
their loneliness. The world they once 
fully inhabited has changed around 
them. The corner delicatessens run by 
hardworking neighbor-owners have 
vanished or been transformed.

Darch’s seven stories are seven 
gems. 

in the afterlife, Esther will 
need a friend like Sadie.

In “Kaddish for Two” 
we enter the lives of Zev 
Abramovitch and his 33-
year old unmarried son 
Aharon. For Zev, it’s very 
important that his son 
continue the family line 
and experience its joys in 
the traditional manner. 
Readers will suspect 
the reason for Aharon’s 
resistance to such con-
versations long before 
Aharon ends the useless fencing 
back and forth by announcing that he 
is gay. Darch’s credible and powerful 
handling of this situation, the horrors 
of moral blindness and disappointment 
that overwhelm both men, is stunning. 

The premise, that a Jew-
ish man needs a son to 
guarantee that there is 
someone to say Kaddish 
for him, resonates both 
in comfortable and un-
comfortable ways. 

“Who’s  the  Old 
Crone” raises the issue 
of Jewish continuity in a 
different way. Three old 
friends are chatting and 
noshing at a restaurant, 
Schwartzman’s Nosh, 

run by Sybil. They see a woman they 
haven’t seen there before who looks 
down and out. She seems at once piti-
ful and imposing. But who are they to 
judge? They are the remnants of the 
Romanian synagogue “bankrupt and 
boarded up years ago.”

Indeed, they are its last rabbi, 
last sexton and last cantor. They are 
learned and somewhat cantankerous. 
The sexton, Eisenberg, “could kvetch 

L’Chaim and Lamentations:  
Stories by Craig Darch.  

NewSouth Books. 160 pages. 
Hardcover $24.95.

“Sadie’s Prayer” offers two aged 
roommates, Sadie and Esther. They are 
a kind of odd couple. Esther’s tempera-
ment demands neatness and convention. 
She can’t understand why the good 
lord has given her such an annoying 
partner and how the Jewish housing 
agency brought them together. Esther 
cannot adjust to Sadie’s smoking, to her 
Communist leanings, to her messiness. 
Esther looks backward. Her memories 
of life with her deceased husband are 
a kind of anchor. She seems to talk to 
him, and Sadie is crass enough to point 
out that “Max is reading the newspaper 
and having his bagels someplace else 
this morning.”

Esther voices her wish that she had 
perished with her husband, and Sadie 
chides her for her silliness. 

Knowing that they are each guilty 
of making each other’s 
lives much more mis-
erable than they need 
to be, they agree – at 
Sadie’s suggestion – 
that they each treat the 
other with civility. Fat 
chance of that happen-
ing – at least not yet. 
They are wired differ-
ently and, most likely, 
it is too late for them 
to change. 

T h e  w o m e n ’s 
bickering dialogue is quite humorous, 
and perhaps will seem familiar to many 
readers. We all know people like this. 
They are our relatives, if not necessarily 
our friends. 

They compete about who suffers the 
most, who prays the most, and whose 
taste is superior. 

In a sense, one can’t live without the 
other, and the conclusion makes clear 
that Sadie knows it and knows that even 

fluently in seven lan-
guages.” Nachman, the 
cantor, who had lost his 
once-glorious voice, 
magically gets it back. 
Rabbi Fiddleman holds 
the group together. They 
have nothing to do except 
appraise the dishwasher 
and overhear a (beauti-
fully rendered) mother-
daughter confrontation.

An incident in the 
Nosh leads the three men, 
each in his own way, to 
contemplate death. The 

rabbi explains that “the Torah makes no 
definitive statement about an afterlife.” 
A year passes, and they are still talking 
about the old crone and muttering about 
how after coming to Schwartzman’s for 
10 years, there is “never a waitress when 
you need one.”

These tales, and their four com-
panions, are sometimes heartbreaking, 
sometimes consoling, always lumi-
nously true. 
Philip K. Jason is Professor Emeri-
tus of English from the United States 
Naval Academy. He reviews regularly 
for Florida Weekly, Washington Inde-
pendent Review of Books, Southern 
Literary Review, other publications and 
the Jewish Book Council. Please visit 
Phil’s website at www.philjason.word 
press.com.

Craig Darch
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to 
be Jewish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish 
have at least one Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than  
Judaism – and don’t identify with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts 
to Judaism, of course, are also identified as Jewish.

Nate Bloom (see column above) has become a family history expert in 10 
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help 
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a 
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start 
with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:
Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number. 
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that 
goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible. 
The first search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also,  
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate 
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out 
great for them. So contact him about this as well.

Interested in Your  
Family’s History?

Temple of          the Islands

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT BATYAM.ORG

Temple of          the IslandsTemple of          the Islands
Bat   Yam

Admission is free and the program is open to the public at the campus shared by
Bat Yam – Temple of the Islands and Sanibel Congregational UCC – 2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel

Temple of          the Islands
invites you to the return of

THREE CANTORS and a PASTOR
Songs, duets and ensembles from the Light Classics, Broadway, Pop and so much more

Followed by a Meet the Soloists Reception with food and beverage

Sunday, March 1 at 4:00pm
2050 Periwinkle Way

A  S A N I B E L  C E L E B R AT I O N  C O N C E R T

Cantor Murray Simon
Bat Yam

Sanibel, Florida

Cantor Rachel Brook
Park Avenue Synagogue

New York, New York
Tiferet Bet Israel

Blue Bell, Pennsylvania

Rev. Dr. John Danner
Senior Pastor, Sanibel

Congregational UCC, Sanibel
Tiferet Bet Israel

Cantor Elizabeth Shammash Dr. John DannerElizabeth ShammashRachel BrookMurray Simon

A REFORM JEWISH CONGREGATION SERVING SANIBEL, CAPTIVA, FORT MYERS & SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES 

The hora and Israeli folk dance
By Arlene Stolnitz

Who can resist joining a hora 
at a traditional Jewish wed-
ding? In my case, when I 

hear those first notes, the music speaks 
to my soul. It’s as if I am being called 
to the dance floor by some mysterious 
and enigmatic sound that draws me in!

Typically set to a kind of klezmer-
style music, the 
custom of lifting 
the newly married 
couple on chairs 
is exhilarating 
as well as often 
scary! At Ortho-
dox weddings, 
men and women 
dance separately, 
whereas in Con-

servative, Reform and Liberal move-
ments there is no separation.

The hora, well known in many 
Eastern European cultures, each in dif-
ferent forms, and known throughout the 
Jewish Diaspora, became the symbol 
of the rebirth of the State of Israel and 
the foundation of Israeli folk dance. 
Performed in a circle with participants 
interlocking hands, the dance is set to 
Israeli music and was often performed 
in kibbutzim, often continuing for  
hours.

“Tzena, Tzena” and “Hava Nagila” 
are the tunes we hear most often at cel-
ebrations. Yet there are many other hora 
songs made popular by the Israeli Folk 
Dance Movement. A few well-known 
dance songs include “Siman Tov,” 
“Chiribim, Chiribom” and “Yismehu 
Hashamayim.” Other less-known but 
equally joyous songs are “Tarras Frei-
lach” and “Naphtaly’s Freilach.”

But “Tzena, Tzena” and “Hava 
Nagila” are the most familiar to us. 
“Tzena, Tzena” was written in 1941 by 
Issachar Miron, a Polish emigrant who 

Thursday, February 20 at 7:00pm
Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 6340 Napa Woods Way, Naples

$40 General Seating • $65 Benefactor Preferred Seating
Event concludes with an elegant wine and dessert reception

Tickets are available at naplesjewishcongregation.org or mail your check 
made out to NJC, along with your email address and phone number, to: 
NJC, PO Box 111994, Naples, FL 34108, attn: Tickets
Tickets will be held at the door

W A R M  •  R E F O R M  •  A F F O R D A B L E  •  A D U LT

NAPLES JEWISH CONGREGATION
Weekly Shabbat services are held at the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 6340 Napa Woods Way, Naples
More information at 239-431-3858 or www.naplesjewishcongregation.org

Sponsored 
in part by Jewish Federation

OF GREATER NAPLES
Jewish Federation

YouTube a cappella sensation

LISTEN UP! Jewish Vocal Band

Listen Up! Jewish Vocal Band recognizes 
the richness present within Jewish liturgy 

and music, then amplifi es it with a 
contemporary twist. Along with their 

impressive vocal talents, the group brings 
multi-generational humor and a surprising 

repertoire to a fun, easygoing evening. Visit JewishSong.com.

 

 

Golden Globe Nominations
The 2020 Golden Globe awards will air 
on NBC on Sunday, January 5 at 8:00 
p.m. This is a very good year for Jewish 
nominees. Here goes:

ACTING: Lead actor, drama film: 
JOAQUIN PHOENIX, 45, Joker 
(his mother is Jewish and he identi-
fies as Jewish); Lead actress, drama 
film: SCARLETT JOHANSSON, 
35, Marriage Story (exact same back-
ground as Phoenix); Lead actress, com-
edy film: BEANIE FELDSTEIN, 26, 
Booksmart; Lead actor, TV comedy se-
ries: MICHAEL DOUGLAS, 75, The 
Kominsky Method, and BEN PLATT, 
26, The Politician, and PAUL RUDD, 
50, Living with Yourself; Lead actress, 
comedy series: NATASHA LYONNE, 
40, Russian Doll; Lead actress: mini-
series/TV movie: JOEY KING, 20, The 
Act; Lead actor, TV mini-series/movie: 
SACHA BARON COHEN, 48, The 
Spy (he played Israeli Mossad agent ELI 
COHEN); Supporting actor, TV series/
mini-series/TV film: ALAN ARKIN, 
85, The Kominsky Method, and HENRY 
WINKLER, 74, Barry; Supporting 
actress, TV series/mini-series/TV film: 
PATRICIA ARQUETTE, 51, The Act.

DIRECTING/WRITING/MU-
SIC: Director, film (any genre): SAM 
MENDES, 54, 1917 (his mother was 
Jewish), and TODD PHILLIPS, 
49, Joker; Screenplay, film: NOAH  
BAUMBACH, 50, Marriage Story 
(father Jewish, identifies as Jewish); 
Original film score: RANDY NEW-
MAN, 76, Marriage Story (note: Both 
of his parents were Jewish. Randy’s 
first cousin, Thomas Newman, who was 

raised in his mother’s Christian faith, is 
also nominated for best score). 

BEST FILM awards: The best film 
and best TV awards are given to the 
principal producers. My practice is to 
note if a “best” nominee has a Jewish 
director or writer. They are usually nom-
inated producers, too. Best drama film: 
1917, Sam Mendes (directed/wrote/
produced); and Marriage Story, Noah 
Baumbach (directed/wrote/produced), 
and Joker, Todd Phillips (directed, co-
wrote and produced. His co-writer is 
STEVE SILVER, 60ish. Best comedy/
musical film: Jojo Rabbit, Taikia Waititi, 
44 (directed/wrote). Special note: This 
half-Polynesian director has one Jewish 
maternal great-grandfather. His back-
ground is often mis-reported because his 
mother identifies as Jewish and he refers 
to her as Jewish. I don’t “count” him as 
Jewish. Best animated film: The Lion 
King, JON FAVREAU, 54 (director, 
producer), with JEFF NATHANSON, 
54 (The Lion King screenplay). 

BEST TV AWARDS: Best TV 
drama series: The Crown, PETER 
MORGAN, 56 (produced and wrote. 
His father was Jewish.); Best comedy/ 
musical TV series: The Kominsky 
Method, CHUCK LORRE, 67 (writer, 
producer, series creator), and The Mar-
velous Mrs. Maisel, AMY SHERMAN-
PALLADINO, 54 (series creator, 
writer, producer. Her father was Jewish 
and she identifies as Jewish.), and The 
Politician”, BRAD FALCHUK, 54 
(series co-creator and producer).

Best TV mini-series: All five nomi-
nated series have a Jewish connection. 
Catch-22, GRANT HESLOV, 56 (co-

producer and co-directer. The series 
is based on the novel by the late JO-
SEPH HELLER.); Chernobyl, CRAIG 
MAZIN, 48 (series creator, writer, 
producer); Fosse/Verdon, STEVEN 
LEVENSON, 35 (co-creater and co-
writer); The Loudest Voice in the Room, 
GABRIEL SHERMAN, 40 (wrote 
the book the series was based upon, 
produced series, wrote some episodes); 
Unbelievable, AYELET WALDMAN, 
54, and MICHAEL CHABON, 56 (this 
wife-husband team co-produced and 
co-wrote the series).
One Last Carrie Fisher 
Performance
Still playing everywhere is Star Wars: 
The Rise of Skywalker. It’s the final part 
of the nine-episode Skywalker saga. 
Like the last three really big Star Wars 
films, it was directed and co-written 
by J.J. ABRAMS, 53. One sad note: 
CARRIE FISHER, who died in 2016, 
does appear as Princess Leia one more 
time. They are using footage from the 
two Star Wars films she made just before 
her death.

Daniel Goldman’s Somewhat 
Surprising Background
DANIEL GOLDMAN, 43, is the 
counsel to the Democrats on the House 
Intelligence Committee and, no doubt, 
you have already seen him question 
impeachment witnesses and present the 
articles of impeachment to the House 
Judiciary Committee. Before the hear-
ings, I knew him slightly as a former 
MSNBC legal analyst, and I had heard 
other lawyers praise him as a great 
cross-examiner with a strong track re-
cord as a former Assistant U.S. Attorney.

I didn’t know until recently that he 
was a member of the LEVI STRAUSS 
family. Levi had no children, and his sis-
ter’s sons inherited Levi Strauss & Co. 
Daniel is the great-great-grandson of 
ELISE STERN HAAS and WALTER 
HAAS, SR., who made Levi Strauss & 
Co. a great national company. Dan’s 
grandparents, RICHARD and RHODA 
HAAS GOLDMAN, were famous 
philanthropists. His wife is CORINNE 
LEVY GOLDMAN, 40ish, an attorney 
and Yeshiva University grad.
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Interested in Your  
Family’s History?

SSAAVVEE  TTHHEE  

DDAATTEE  
A Special Evening for Pacesetters 

 

Alexandra Silber 
 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

6:30 P.M. 

Alexandra Silber takes you on a musical journey through her 

multi-faceted career encompassing classic hits from Fiddler on the 

Roof, Kiss Me Kate, Cabaret, She Loves Me and West Side Story. 

Temple of          the Islands

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT BATYAM.ORG

Temple of          the IslandsTemple of          the Islands
Bat   Yam

Admission is free and the program is open to the public at the campus shared by
Bat Yam – Temple of the Islands and Sanibel Congregational UCC – 2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel

Temple of          the Islands
invites you to the return of
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Songs, duets and ensembles from the Light Classics, Broadway, Pop and so much more

Followed by a Meet the Soloists Reception with food and beverage

Sunday, March 1 at 4:00pm
2050 Periwinkle Way
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Cantor Murray Simon
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New York, New York
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The hora and Israeli folk dance
By Arlene Stolnitz

Who can resist joining a hora 
at a traditional Jewish wed-
ding? In my case, when I 

hear those first notes, the music speaks 
to my soul. It’s as if I am being called 
to the dance floor by some mysterious 
and enigmatic sound that draws me in!

Typically set to a kind of klezmer-
style music, the 
custom of lifting 
the newly married 
couple on chairs 
is exhilarating 
as well as often 
scary! At Ortho-
dox weddings, 
men and women 
dance separately, 
whereas in Con-

servative, Reform and Liberal move-
ments there is no separation.

The hora, well known in many 
Eastern European cultures, each in dif-
ferent forms, and known throughout the 
Jewish Diaspora, became the symbol 
of the rebirth of the State of Israel and 
the foundation of Israeli folk dance. 
Performed in a circle with participants 
interlocking hands, the dance is set to 
Israeli music and was often performed 
in kibbutzim, often continuing for  
hours.

“Tzena, Tzena” and “Hava Nagila” 
are the tunes we hear most often at cel-
ebrations. Yet there are many other hora 
songs made popular by the Israeli Folk 
Dance Movement. A few well-known 
dance songs include “Siman Tov,” 
“Chiribim, Chiribom” and “Yismehu 
Hashamayim.” Other less-known but 
equally joyous songs are “Tarras Frei-
lach” and “Naphtaly’s Freilach.”

But “Tzena, Tzena” and “Hava 
Nagila” are the most familiar to us. 
“Tzena, Tzena” was written in 1941 by 
Issachar Miron, a Polish emigrant who 

wrote the song while serving in the  
Jewish Brigade of the British Forces.

Tzena, tzena, tzena, tzena ha-banot 
u-r’ena ħayalim ba-mosheva/ 

Al na, Al na, Al na, Al na, al na 
titħab’ena /Mi-ben ħayil, ish tzava.

Go out, go out, go out girls and 
see the soldiers in the moshav (farming 
community)

Do not, do not,do not hide yourself 
away from a virtuous man (a pun on the 
word for soldier), an army man.

In the 1950s, the folk singing group 
The Weavers, and later Pete Seeger, 
recorded the song and, for the first 
time, Americans were introduced to a 
sense of what Israel was about: “A land 
brimming with tanned and muscular 
kibbutznik soldiers singing, dancing the 
hora and making the desert bloom.” It 
was an idealistic view of Israel which 
ignored the malaria-infested swamps 
and tent settlements that housed Mizrahi 
Jews. It glorified the men and women 
who “fight and plant and love.”

And its upbeat rhythm provided the 
perfect backdrop for the emergence of 
Israeli folk dance in the ’40s.

“Hava Nagila,” no less popular as 
a hora tune, has a less defined past. It 
is thought to have originated in Eastern 
Europe as a niggun, or mystical musi-
cal Hasidic prayer, in the mid-18th or 
19th centuries. Years later it emerged in 
Palestine and was transcribed by famed 
musicologist Abraham Zvi Idelsohn, 
who added the Hebrew text we sing 
today.

Hava nagila, hava nagila/ Hava 
nagila ve-nismeha/ Hava neranena, 
Hava neranana/ Hava neranena ven-
ismeha

Let us rejoice, let us rejoice and be 
glad, let us sing, let us sing and be glad.

“Hava Nagila” has been called “the 
Jewish party song that belongs to the 

world.” Recorded by Harry Belafonte, 
Chubby Checker and many others, the 
song emphasizes joy and community 
with its enticing beat. It’s hard to imag-
ine a Jewish wedding without it.

Personally, I look forward to my 
next wedding invitation, and especially 
seeing the bride and groom precari-
ously hoisted up on chairs as part of the 
dance! Hopefully, it won’t be too long 
for that invite. I can hear the strains of 
the hora being played and can’t wait to 

get up and dance the hora while I am  
still able.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sarasota 
Jewish Chorale, is a member of the Jew-
ish Congregation of Venice. A retired 
educator from Rochester, New York, 
she has sung in choral groups for over 
25 years and also sings in The Venice 
Chorale. Her interest in the preservation 
of Jewish music of all kinds has led to 
this series of articles on Jewish Folk 
Music in the Diaspora.

Daniel Goldman’s Somewhat 
Surprising Background
DANIEL GOLDMAN, 43, is the 
counsel to the Democrats on the House 
Intelligence Committee and, no doubt, 
you have already seen him question 
impeachment witnesses and present the 
articles of impeachment to the House 
Judiciary Committee. Before the hear-
ings, I knew him slightly as a former 
MSNBC legal analyst, and I had heard 
other lawyers praise him as a great 
cross-examiner with a strong track re-
cord as a former Assistant U.S. Attorney.

I didn’t know until recently that he 
was a member of the LEVI STRAUSS 
family. Levi had no children, and his sis-
ter’s sons inherited Levi Strauss & Co. 
Daniel is the great-great-grandson of 
ELISE STERN HAAS and WALTER 
HAAS, SR., who made Levi Strauss & 
Co. a great national company. Dan’s 
grandparents, RICHARD and RHODA 
HAAS GOLDMAN, were famous 
philanthropists. His wife is CORINNE 
LEVY GOLDMAN, 40ish, an attorney 
and Yeshiva University grad.

Changing your address?  
Seasonal resident? Keep L’CHAYIM 

coming to your home.  
Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
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Tahini took over the sweet stage in 2019 
– recipe by Chef Dalia Hemed

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Tahini, tahini everywhere! You’ve 
probably seen that tahini (or 
tehina, as it’s pronounced in 

Hebrew) has slowly crept into more and 
more ingredient lists on recipes over the 
past year, but what is it exactly?

Tahini is made from ground, toasted 
sesame seeds, and is described as hav-
ing a savory and slightly nutty flavor. 
Similar to your favorite natural peanut 
butter, tahini should be rich, creamy and 
able to drip easily from a spoon. 

Similar to peanut butter in purpose, 
tahini is a perfect addition to dessert 
recipes. Tahini is a high unsaturated fat, 
which allows for desserts to retain their 
moistness and to satisfy our cravings. 
In healthy dessert recipes, tahini serves 
to replace excess oils with a nutrition-
ally dense, good fat full of vitamins B 
and E, magnesium, calcium and iron. 

Additionally, tahini is a great substitute 
ingredient to use in place of nut butters 
for those dealing with allergies.

The reason it’s popping up every-
where is because it’s so versatile! That 
creamy compound of ground sesame 
seeds has arrived on the American table 
and now, at the end of the year, it’s safe 
to say that tahini is no longer a low-key 
ingredient across the dessert table in 
2019. Trendy and healthy, tahini has 

taken the dessert stage by storm, leaving 
everyone wondering how long tahini 
will remain a celebrity. I am pretty sure 
this must-have ingredient of the moment 
is here to stay.

We all know tahini has been all over 
restaurant menus, and widely noticeable 
on supermarket shelves for years. Israeli 
cooking is also gaining wider and wider 
popularity in America, which means 
there is likely to be more baked goods 
made with tahini appearing on restau-
rant menus, showing up at dinner parties 
and, of course, my future recipes. Make 
sure your pantry is stocked for 2020.

Tahini is one of the most eaten prod-
ucts in Israel. Israelis eat more tahini 
per capita than any other country in the 
world. In Israel, people drizzle tahini 
on their chopped tomato-and-cucumber 
salad, mix it with cooked chickpeas in 
hummus, use it as a sandwich spread or 
as a standard salad dressing ingredient, 
and even glob it on their morning eggs 
for an extra dose of calcium. And, of 
course, one of the most popular sweet 
snacks, halva, is made traditionally 
with tahini and a sweetener such as 
honey, date syrup (Silan) or sugar, and 
sometimes nuts, chocolate, coconut and 
other ingredients to create many differ-
ent varieties. 

I always loved tahini in its more 
traditional sense, drizzled on falafel or 
in hummus, but in the culinary world, 
I saw how adaptable it could be in all 
kinds of recipes. 

Following the trend, I can’t get 
enough of tahini lately, so this tahini-
crème cake is right up my alley. Let me 
present to you my Israeli tahini cake 
recipe for the best, moistest and amazing 
cake you’ll ever eat. It’s not too sweet, 
and really fluffy and moist at the same 
time. The tahini gives this tender cake 

a nuttiness that’s balanced out by my 
mouthwatering and tasty tahini but-
ter cream. Simple and elegant, it’s the 
perfect, sweet dessert for the end of the 
year or the beginning of the new year.
You will need:

• Mixer
• Bundt pan

Ingredients:
• 2 cups all-purpose flour
• 1 tsp baking powder
• ½ tsp baking soda
• 3 large eggs (room temp)
• 1 cup sugar
• 1 stick nondairy butter softened
• ½ cup tahini cream (recipe follows)
• ¼ cup canola oil
• 1 cup coconut milk
• ¼ tsp ground cinnamon (optional)
• Halva crumbs for decoration
• 1 tsp cake batter flavor extract

Tahini cream:
• 1 cup tahini
• 1 cup nondairy butter
• 1 cup powdered sugar
• ¼ tsp ground cinnamon (optional)
 X Preheat your oven to 350°.
 X Grease a Bundt cake pan.
 X Prepare the Tahini crème. Whisk 

the tahini, nondairy butter and 
powdered sugar together. Add cin-
namon (optional). Look for a thick 
yet pourable consistency.

 X Mix ½ cup tahini crème with the 
coconut milk, oil and cake batter 
flavor extract. Set aside.

 X In another bowl, mix together the 
flour, baking powder and baking 
soda

 X In a standing mixing bowl, beat 
together the eggs and sugar on high 
speed until it doubles its volume 
and becomes thick and pale. Re-
duce the mixer speed to low and 
gradually add the melted butter. Mix  

for 20 seconds.
 X Stay on low speed. Add alternately, 

tahini crème, oil and coconut milk 
mixture with the dry ingredients 
mixture, ending with the flour and 
cinnamon (scrape the side of the 
bowl in between).

 X Mix until ingredients are combined. 
Try not to over mix it.

 X Pour the batter into the prepared 
cake pan. Bake for about 30-35 
minutes until golden in color and a 
toothpick inserted comes out clean. 
(I prefer to have a few crumbs on 
it, making sure to not over dry the 
cake.) 

 X After the cake is out of the oven, 
let it cool in the pan on a rack for 
20 minutes and then remove from 
the pan to cool completely. Pour 
the remaining tahini crème on top 
when the cake is cool. Decorate 
with halva crumbs.
I wish everyone a Sweet and Happy 

Tahini New Year. Yum!

SIGN A LEASE BY JANUARY 31, 2020 
RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING ON SELECT APARTMENTS!

 CALL 239.237.0501 FOR A TOUR + COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH!

amavidaliving.com • 7650 Gladiolus Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33908 • Conveniently Located Next to Lakes Park! Assisted Living Facility License #13261

2019 GOLD AWARD
BEST OF FORT MYERS

SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

YOUR LIFE OF LUXURY!
5-STAR RESORT AMENITIES • ACTIVE ADULT RENTAL COMMUNITY

INDEPENDENT LIVING 
ASSISTED LIVING

MEMORY CARE
OUTPATIENT THERAPY

2019 GOLD AWARD
BEST OF FORT MYERS

INDEPENDENT LIVING COMMUNITY

2019 SILVER AWARD
BEST OF FORT MYERS

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY

 
Quadrum            Senior Living Community



  
1717  L' CHAY IM JANUARY 2020L' CHAY IM JANUARY 2020  

Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJEWISH INTERESTJEWISH INTEREST

C
el
eb
ra
tin
g

i n

yearsyears

ArtFestFortMyers.com

                                                                             Enjoy and purchase some 
                    of the best artwork exhibited 

anywhere in Florida!

                      200 nationally known artists

                        Many artists not frequently 
                           seen in Southwest Florida

                                              Kid’s Activities
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February 1 & 2 10am-5pm
Downtown Fort Myers Riverfront 

Opening Night Festivities
Friday Jan. 31 6pm

Visit our website for VIP upgrades!

FREE ADMISSION
& EASY PARKING!
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Navigating the world of wine
By The Wine Whisperer

n Jerry  
    Greenfield

I once knew a couple who had a 
shared mutual goal: to ride every 
major roller coaster in America. 

During their vacations, they would 
travel to amuse-
ment parks all 
over the coun-
try and do just 
that. Around our 
house, a mutual 
goal is to sample 
as many different 
types of wine as 
we can, from as 
many places, and 

hopefully visit most of them.
The joy of discovery is a major part 

of the delights of wine appreciation. 
Even after 25 years of enjoying and 
writing about wine, I still get surprised 
when someone pours me a glass of 
Airén, for instance, and I find out that 
it’s the most widely grown white grape 
in the world. But coming across it on 
the shelf may not be easy. And when 
you’re browsing in the wine shop, you 
may go right past that tall skinny bot-
tle of Picpoul de Pinet. But if you do, 
you’ll be missing a treat.

The point is, to get the most out of 
the many pleasures offered by this an-
cient and (in many places) sacred bev-
erage, you need to sample widely. Not 
overindulge, mind you...but stay open 
to new varietals, regions and experi-
ences. If you sip one and don’t like it, 
that’s fine. At least you tried, and I’m 
sure that if you sample widely enough 

the discoveries will outweigh the dis-
appointments.

All that being said, here is a com-
pilation of new evaluations from my 
tasting panel and me. We’re catching 
up on several samples that have been 
waiting a while for review. Please try 
them and enjoy.

Tascante Nerello Mascalese Sic-
ily 2014 ($45) – Don’t let the trans-
lucent ruby color fool you. This wine 
is big and bold on the palate, which is 
typical of the Nerello Mascalese grape. 
Lots of blueberry, and lots of structure, 
too. Well balanced between tannin and 
acidity, you’ll want to enjoy this with 
highly flavored foods. WW 88-89

Chimney Rock Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon Stag’s Leap 2015 ($99) – Over 
80% Cabernet with dashes of the other 
classic Bordeaux varietals, this is a 
classic wine. Black fruit flavors of cur-
rant and cherry coat the palate, along 
with notes of toffee and vanilla from 
the French oak aging. Enjoy now or lay 
it down for a special occasion. WW 98

Dutton Goldfield Pinot Noir So-
noma Coast Redwood Ridge 2015 
($62) – This Pinot is deep and opaque, 
unlike most others. A symphony of 
Old World aromas rises from the glass: 
earth, tobacco, licorice and leather. The 
fruit flavors chime in with cherry, rasp-
berry and maybe even some black tea. 
Not your everyday Pinot Noir. Give it 
time to open. WW 91

Chapoutier Bila-Haut Occul-
tum Lapidem Rouge 2016 ($30) – In 

case you’ve forgotten your high school 
Latin, it means “hidden stone.” This 
Rhône red is dense opaque garnet in 
the glass, with aromas of smoke, bright 
dark fruit, tobacco and currant that pay 
off on the palate. Refined tannins lead 
to a long slightly sweet finish. WW 91

Purple Heart Red Blend Sonoma 
County 2015 ($15) – The blend is 
mostly Merlot, with Zinfandel, Petit 
Verdot and Cabernet Franc. It offers 
a nose of perfumed mixed dark fruit. 
Very straightforward, with some blue-
berry and a definite hint of cardamom. 
Produced by the Mondavi Family, 
which makes an annual donation to the 
Purple Heart Foundation for wounded 
military veterans. WW 87

Charles Krug Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon Generations Family Reserve 
Napa Valley 2014 ($35) – A stunner. 
Hedonistic dark cherry, blueberry and 
vanilla, with well-integrated silky tan-
nins and a sweet finish. Lovely now but 
will age for at least a decade. WW 94

Ask the Wine Whisperer
I’ve heard that some wines contain a 
substance called “brett.” What is it, 
and what does it do? 
– Marsha N., Miami

Brettanomyces is a type of yeast, 
one variety of which is used in the fer-
mentation of beer. The wild variety, 
which can hide on grape skins, in wine 
barrels or anywhere in a winery can 
produce…well, let’s call it a barnyard 
or horsey flavor and aroma. In small 
concentrations, in mainly red wines, 
it can even be desirable. But for most 
people, it’s something of an acquired 
taste.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er. He is Creative Director of Green-
field Media & Marketing, and Wine 
Director of the international Direct 
Cellars wine club. His new book, Ask 
the Wine Whisperer, has just been pub-
lished. Read his other writings at www.
winewhisperer.com. 

Wasserman Schultz: Restore rights of Holocaust-era 
insurance policy beneficiaries
Washington, D.C. – November 

25, 2019 – U.S. Rep. Debbie 
Wasserman Schultz (FL-23) 

has filed bipartisan legislation to restore 
the rights of Holocaust-era insurance 
beneficiaries to help recover billions in 
unclaimed payments left behind amid 
the chaos and destruction after World 
War II.

Due to federal court rulings and 
a failure by insurance companies to 
adequately publish the names of recipi-
ents and pay these claims, 97 percent 
of the approximately 800,000 policies 
held in 1938 have yet to be honored. 

The insurers’ unreasonable demands 
that death certificates and original 
policy paperwork be produced is all 
but impossible for survivors who, at 
the time, had just survived death camps, 
forced relocations, torture and death  
marches. 

“Victims of the Holocaust and their 
families should be compensated for 
unpaid policies that were specifically 
set aside for times of trouble – not to 
enhance the profit margins for the insur-
ance companies,” Wasserman Schultz 
said. “This legislation would provide the 
critically important financial support to 

these victims who were forced to endure 
the worst that humanity has inflicted on 
a people.” 

The Holocaust Insurance Account-
ability Act of 2019 was introduced 
Friday by Wasserman Schultz and 
U.S. Rep. Lee Zeldin (NY-1). A Senate 
companion bill was recently introduced 
by Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) and Sen. 
Jacky Rosen (D-NV). Specifically, the 
Wasserman Schultz and Zeldin legisla-
tion would:

 � Validate state laws requiring insur-
ers to publish policy holder infor-
mation

 � Establish a federal cause of action 
in U.S. courts to ensure Holocaust 
survivors and heirs have access to 
U.S. courts

 � Provide a 10-year period of time for 
cases to be brought after the date of 
enactment
“Preventing Holocaust survivors 

and their families from collecting on 
documented policies is truly outrageous 
and cruel, but allowing these global 
insurance corporations to hold on to 
this unjust enrichment is an offensive 
re-victimization that cannot be allowed 
to stand,” Wasserman Schultz said.

The Living Balance Sheet® can help you protect and grow 
your business making the most of  untapped potential. 
Using this revolutionary financial model, you can:

For your complimentary business valuation contact Brian Simon at 
(239) 246-8928 or brian.simon@afgfl.com

Find hidden value in your balance sheet.

Registered Representative of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). OSJ: 14021 Metropolis Ave. Fort Myers FL, 33912 (239) 561-2900. Securities products offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian. Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. 2019-79040 Exp. 5/21

Brian Simon, ChFC, CLU
Financial Professional

Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?
Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?

• See the big picture of  your
finances, both business and personal

• Adjust your strategies for optimal 
impact across the board

• Maximize your opportunities and the 
value of  your business

It’s insight you won’t find anywhere else.

Alliance Financial Group
14021 Metropolis Avenue Fort 

Myers, FL 33912

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

for 20 seconds.
 X Stay on low speed. Add alternately, 

tahini crème, oil and coconut milk 
mixture with the dry ingredients 
mixture, ending with the flour and 
cinnamon (scrape the side of the 
bowl in between).

 X Mix until ingredients are combined. 
Try not to over mix it.

 X Pour the batter into the prepared 
cake pan. Bake for about 30-35 
minutes until golden in color and a 
toothpick inserted comes out clean. 
(I prefer to have a few crumbs on 
it, making sure to not over dry the 
cake.) 

 X After the cake is out of the oven, 
let it cool in the pan on a rack for 
20 minutes and then remove from 
the pan to cool completely. Pour 
the remaining tahini crème on top 
when the cake is cool. Decorate 
with halva crumbs.
I wish everyone a Sweet and Happy 

Tahini New Year. Yum!

AAppppeeaarriinngg  aatt  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFiillmm  FFeessttiivvaall  ooff                               
SSoouutthhwweesstt  FFlloorriiddaa  

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2200  

66::1155--77::1155  PP..MM..  
 GGiivvee--AAwwaayyss  

 RRaafffflleess  

 PPhhoottooss  &&  AAuuttooggrraapphhss  

  

RReeggaall  BBeellllttoowweerr  TThheeaatteerr  --  1133449999  BBeellll  TToowweerr  DDrr..  FFoorrtt  MMyyeerrss  

TThhee  FFoorrtt  MMyyeerrss  MMiigghhttyy  MMuusssseellss  aarree  tthhee  pprroouudd  ssppoonnssoorr  ooff  tthhee  ffiillmm  TThhee  SSppyy  BBeehhiinndd  HHoommee  PPllaattee 
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INDIVIDUAL TICKET            
ORDER FORM

    RReeggaall BBeellllttoowweerr SSttaaddiiuumm 2200 TThheeaatteerrss
*OPEN SEATING AT ALL FILMS 
**RReesseerrvveedd sseeaattiinngg ffoorr ssoommee lleevveellss ooff ssppoonnssoorrsshhiipp..

TTOOTTAALL ##____________ IINNDDIIVVIIDDUUAALL EEVVEENNIINNGG TTIICCKKEETTSS   @@ $$1133   
TTOOTTAALL ##____________ IINNDDIIVVIIDDUUAALL MMAATTIINNEEEE TTIICCKKEETTSS  @@ $$1100 
TTOOTTAALL ##____________ OOPPEENNIINNGG DDAAYY EEVVEENNTT TTIICCKKEETTSS::   @@ $$2255          
TTOOTTAALL ##____________ CCLLOOSSIINNGG DDAAYY EEVVEENNTT TTIICCKKEETTSS::   @@ $$2255          
TOTAL # ______ FESTIVAL PASSES (evenings only):                 @ $117
TOTAL # ______ FESTIVAL PASSES (evenings & matinees) @ $135

*Passes include 1 ticket to each film—event tickets sold separately

Total Due: __________                                
NNaammee______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AAddddrreessss__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CCiittyy____________________________________SSTT________ ZZiipp______________ PPhhoonnee__________________________________ 

EEmmaaiill______________________________________________________________________________________________________________               

CChhaarrggee mmyy::  ____VViissaa//MMaasstteerrccaarrdd   ____AAmmeexx  ____DDiissccoovveerr 
Credit Card#_____________________________________________________

Exp. Date____________________

Purchase your tickets online at: www.jewishfederationlcc.org/JFF2020

Or mail this form with a check or credit card to:

Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties

9701 Commerce Center Ct * Fort Myers, FL 33908
QQuueessttiioonnss?? CCaallll 223399..448811..44444499 xx44 oorr eemmaaiill ddeebbbbiieessaannffoorrdd@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg 

       GGoollddaa’’ss BBaallccoonnyy                
FFoolllloowweedd bbyy:: DDeesssseerrtt RReecceeppttiioonn wwiitthh tthhee PPrroodduucceerr    
aatt SSoocciieettyy..  EEvveenntt ttiicckkeett rreeqquuiirreedd.. 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy NNoorrmmaann LLoovvee CCoonnffeeccttiioonnss 

SSuunnddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 22                    

33::0000 PP..MM.. 
Event starts at:                                         
55::0000 PP..MM..

      TThhee LLiigghhtt ooff HHooppee 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy SSyyllvviiaa && PPaauull SSiimmkkoo 

TTuueessddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 44                  
77::1155 PP..MM..

      PPiiccttuurree ooff HHiiss LLiiffee 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy SSaarraa && BBrriiaann KKrriivviisskkyy 

TThhuurrssddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 66                 
77::1155 PP..MM..

      FFrroomm SSllaavveerryy TToo FFrreeeeddoomm TTuueessddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 1111                
77::1155 PP..MM..

      SShhoorrttss DDaayy            MMaattiinneeee 
AAnn AAvveerraaggee SSttoorryy ~~ AAccrroossss tthhee LLiinnee ~~               

BBeenneeaatthh tthhee IInnkk ~~ DDeeaarr GGoodd 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy AAmmeerriiccaann HHoouussee 

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 1122 
22::0000 PP..MM..

      LLoovvee iinn SSuussppeennddeerrss 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy CCyypprreessss CCoovvee aatt HHeeaalltthhPPaarrkk FFLL.. 

TThhuurrssddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 1133               
77::1155 PP..MM..

      UUnnoorrtthhooddooxx 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy DDLLSS CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc.. 

TTuueessddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 1188                
77::1155 PP..MM..

      TThhee SSppyy BBeehhiinndd HHoommee PPllaattee 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy FFoorrtt MMyyeerrss MMiirraaccllee BBaasseebbaallll 

TThhuurrssddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 2200               
77::1155 PP..MM..

      MMyy PPoolliisshh HHoonneeyymmoooonn --JJFFFF aatt 
BBaatt YYaamm TTeemmppllee ooff tthhee IIssllaannddss 

SSuunnddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 2233                  
22::0000 PP..MM..

     TTeell AAvviivv oonn FFiirree 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy GGuullff CCooaasstt OOrrtthhooddoonnttiiccss,, DDrr.. MMiicchheellee LLaabbooddaa 

TTuueessddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 2255                 
77::1155 PP..MM..

      TThhee OOtthheerr SSttoorryy    MMaattiinneeee WWeeddnneessddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 2266            
22::0000 PP..MM..

      TThhee BBiirrdd CCaattcchheerr 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy KKuusshhnneerr && KKuusshhnneerr AAttttoorrnneeyyss 

TThhuurrssddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 2277               
77::1155 PP..MM..

      FFiiddddlleerr:: AA MMiirraaccllee ooff MMiirraacclleess 
FFoolllloowweedd bbyy:: RReecceeppttiioonn && mmuussiicc aatt SSoocciieettyy  
EEvveenntt ttiicckkeett rreeqquuiirreedd.. 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy AAnnddii && BBiillll HHoorroowwiittzz 

SSuunnddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 11                        
33::0000 PP..MM..  
EEvveenntt ssttaarrttss aat:

55::0000 PP..MM.. 

Event starts at:                                         Event starts at:                                         

Sunday, February 2 at 3:00pm
Golda’s Balcony, The Film (2019)
Based on the award-winning play and longest run-
ning one-woman show in Broadway history, Golda’s 
Balcony, the fi lm transcends both cinema and stage 
in this genre-bending emotional experience. Written 
by William Gibson (The Miracle Worker), the story of 
Golda Meir’s rise from Russian schoolgirl to American 
schoolteacher to the fourth Prime Minister of Israel is 
revealed intimately and often humorously by the cap-
tivating Tovah Feldshuh. Recently discovered footage 
from the play’s original run gives viewers the oppor-
tunity to witness Tovah’s incredible performance up 
close and personal. Documentary
Language: English   Running Time: 1 hr. 26 min.

The Jewish Federation of 
Lee and Charlotte Counties 

Presents the 24th Annual 
Jewish Film Festival 

of Southwest Florida
Films will be screened at the Regal Belltower Stadium 20*

Open seating at all � lms for general admission tickets

Tickets will be mailed up to December 31. 
Tickets ordered after December 31 will be available 

one hour before screening inside the theater on the day of the show.
* February 23 event takes place at Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on Sanibel

Tuesday, February 4 at 7:15pm
The Light of Hope
In 1942, after three years of bringing back dignity to 
mothers interned in refugee camps and saving the 
lives of their babies, the Maternity of Elna has been 
ordered to close its doors by French authorities. Its 
director, Elisabeth Eidenbenz, the mothers and their 
collaborators who have helped to make everything 
possible, will try to prevent it. The fi lm is based on the 
true story of Elisabeth Eidenbenz (1913-2011) and her 
female co-workers who saved the lives of almost 600 
infants in World War II. Historical Period Drama
Language: Spanish & French with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 36 min.

Thursday, February 6 at 7:15pm
Picture of his Life
World-renowned wildlife photographer Amos Nachoum 
has one fi nal photographic dream remaining – to 
photograph a polar bear underwater while swimming 
alongside it. The fi lm follows Amos in the Canadian 
Arctic as he prepares for his ultimate challenge. As 
the journey unfolds, so does an intimate and painful 
story of dedication, sacrifi ce and personal redemption. 
Documentary
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 12 min.

Tuesday, February 11 at 7:15pm
From Slavery to Freedom
The fi lm portrays the story of Soviet “Refuseniks” 
through the prism of Natan Sharansky’s biography. In 
1977, Sharansky, a human rights activist, was arrested 
on charges of spying for the U.S., treason and anti-So-
viet agitation. The fi lm takes you back to a Soviet era 
where there was an overwhelming sense of fear and 
insecurity. No single person symbolizes the era more 
than Sharansky, who defi ed the entire Soviet system 
in his fi ght for freedom and national identifi cation. After 
spending years in prison, he won the struggle, paving 
the way for all of Soviet Jewry. Documentary
Language: Russian with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 24 min.

Thursday, February 13 at 7:15pm
Love in Suspenders 
The encounter between two people with such diff erent 
personalities, such as Tammy and Beno, has to result 
in a nightmare…but love has its own rules. From their 
fi rst unfortunate encounter, when Tammy hits Beno 
with her car, Tammy and Beno experience all sorts of 
emotional, funny struggles. They get closer, break up, 
get back together and fi ght again, until ultimately their 
love wins out. Comedy
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 38 min.

Tuesday, February 18 at 7:15pm
Unorthodox
The year is 1983, and Yaakov Cohen, the owner of 
a Jerusalem printing press, is tired of being pushed 
around. It seems that he was born on the wrong 
side, with the wrong family name, and in a moment’s 
decision he decides to establish a Sephardic-ultra-
Orthodox list that will run to the Jerusalem mu-
nicipality. He gathers two friends, and together they 
improvise a campaign – no means, no connections, 
no money, but with much rage, passion and a sense 
of justice. Comedy, Drama, History
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 32 min.

Thursday, February 20 at 7:15pm
The Spy Behind Home Plate
Morris “Moe” Berg was an enigmatic and brilliant 
Jewish baseball player turned spy. Berg caught and 
fi elded in the Major Leagues during baseball’s Gold-
en Age in the 1920s and 1930s, but very few people 
know that Berg also worked for the Offi  ce of Strate-
gic Services (OSS), spying in Europe and playing a 
prominent role in America’s eff orts to undermine the 
German atomic bomb program during WWII. 
Documentary
Language: English
Running Time: 1 hr. 41 min.

Sunday, February 23 at 2:00pm
My Polish Honeymoon
Anna and Adam, a young Parisian couple with Jewish 
origins, are about to travel to Poland for the fi rst time. 
They are just married and this will be their honeymoon. 
They will attend a ceremony in memory of the Jewish 
community in the village of Adam’s grandfather, which 
was destroyed 75 years ago. Adam is not enthusiastic, 
but sees it as an occasion to spend some quality time 
with his wife. Anna is both anxious and excited about 
the trip to her grandmother’s country. She is hoping to 
reconnect with her roots and discover more about her 
own family’s history. Comedy/Drama
Language: French with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 28 min.

Tuesday, February 25 at 7:15pm
Tel Aviv on Fire 
Salam, an inexperienced young Palestinian man, be-
comes a writer on a popular soap opera after a chance 
meeting with an Israeli soldier. His creative career is 
on the rise until the soldier and the show’s fi nancial 
backers disagree about how the show should end, 
and Salam is caught in the middle. The fi lm is a satire 
that highlights the awful absurdity of war, and proves 
it’s possible to fi nd humor in the midst of cultural con-
fl ict. Comedy/Satire
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 40 min.

Wed., February 26 at 2:00pm
The Other Story
Anat is a rebellious young woman who wants to fl ee 
the chaos of secular hedonism for the disciplined 
comforts of faith. Sari is a young woman who wants 
to leave behind her oppressive religious upbringing 
for sexual and spiritual freedom. When Anat and Sari 
cross paths in Jerusalem, it soon changes both of their 
lives in startling and unexpected ways. Drama
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 57 min.

Thursday, February 27 at 7:15pm
The Bird Catcher
On her attempt to fl ee the Nazi round-up in Nor-
way, Esther fi nds herself alone, on an occupied farm 
forced to conceal her identity, leading to a series of 
choices and consequences which shift the paths of 
those around her. This story uncovers a hidden slice 
of history that grips at the heart and inspires us all at 
the deepest level. Drama/Mystery
Language: English
Running Time: 1 hr. 40 min.

Sunday, March 1 at 3:00pm
Fiddler: Miracle of Miracles
When Fiddler on the Roof opened on Broadway in 
1964, it explored themes of tradition, religion and anti-
Semitism against a modern backdrop of radical social 
change that addressed gender roles, sexuality and 
race. Rare archival footage and interviews with musi-
cal luminaries explore the legacy of this long-running, 
award-winning musical. Documentary
Language: English
Running Time: 1 hr. 32 min.

Wed., February 12 at 2:00pm
Beneath the Ink 
“Bring me your mistakes” is the invitation Ohio tattoo 
artist Billy Joe White makes. A timely look at racism in 
contemporary America, Beneath the Ink reveals the 
possibility for change in one Appalachian community. 
Short Documentary
Language: English   Running Time: 13 min.

Across the Line
Hananel, a young religious Jew, is hurrying home for 
Shabbat. An unexpected encounter with Mundir, an 
unwanted and stubborn Palestinian hitchhiker, leads 
Hananel on a series of mix-ups that eventually teach-
es him a lesson in communication, friendship and 
love. Short Comedy
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles
Running Time: 29 min.

Dear God
A poetic Jerusalem told through the eyes of Aaron, a 
simple Wailing Wall guard that follows a mysterious 
beautiful woman’s notes in the holy stones of the wall. 
Short Drama
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles
Running Time: 12 min.

An Average Story
Avi Cohen has just been informed that he is the most 
average man who ever lived. Overnight, he reluctantly 
becomes a national icon and celebrity. With his wife’s 
enthusiastic urging, they translate the situation into a 
business venture that goes awry. Short Comedy
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles
Running Time: 18 min.

Shorts 
Day

The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties
thanks the members of the 2020 Jewish Film Festival 

Committee for their help  in reviewing and selecting � lms: 
Sara Krivisky, Chair

 Carolyn Gora, Co-Chair
Andi Horowitz, Event Chair

Karin Fine, Claire Goldhagen, Helene Glocer, Elisa Grossman, 
Jan Klein, Carol Lovitch, Leni Sack, Lynn Talone
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INDIVIDUAL TICKET            
ORDER FORM

    RReeggaall BBeellllttoowweerr SSttaaddiiuumm 2200 TThheeaatteerrss
*OPEN SEATING AT ALL FILMS 
**RReesseerrvveedd sseeaattiinngg ffoorr ssoommee lleevveellss ooff ssppoonnssoorrsshhiipp..

TTOOTTAALL ##____________ IINNDDIIVVIIDDUUAALL EEVVEENNIINNGG TTIICCKKEETTSS   @@ $$1133   
TTOOTTAALL ##____________ IINNDDIIVVIIDDUUAALL MMAATTIINNEEEE TTIICCKKEETTSS  @@ $$1100 
TTOOTTAALL ##____________ OOPPEENNIINNGG DDAAYY EEVVEENNTT TTIICCKKEETTSS::   @@ $$2255          
TTOOTTAALL ##____________ CCLLOOSSIINNGG DDAAYY EEVVEENNTT TTIICCKKEETTSS::   @@ $$2255          
TOTAL # ______ FESTIVAL PASSES (evenings only):                 @ $117
TOTAL # ______ FESTIVAL PASSES (evenings & matinees) @ $135

*Passes include 1 ticket to each film—event tickets sold separately

Total Due: __________                                
NNaammee______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AAddddrreessss__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CCiittyy____________________________________SSTT________ ZZiipp______________ PPhhoonnee__________________________________ 

EEmmaaiill______________________________________________________________________________________________________________               

CChhaarrggee mmyy::  ____VViissaa//MMaasstteerrccaarrdd   ____AAmmeexx  ____DDiissccoovveerr 
Credit Card#_____________________________________________________

Exp. Date____________________

Purchase your tickets online at: www.jewishfederationlcc.org/JFF2020

Or mail this form with a check or credit card to:

Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties

9701 Commerce Center Ct * Fort Myers, FL 33908
QQuueessttiioonnss?? CCaallll 223399..448811..44444499 xx44 oorr eemmaaiill ddeebbbbiieessaannffoorrdd@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg 

       GGoollddaa’’ss BBaallccoonnyy                
FFoolllloowweedd bbyy:: DDeesssseerrtt RReecceeppttiioonn wwiitthh tthhee PPrroodduucceerr    
aatt SSoocciieettyy..  EEvveenntt ttiicckkeett rreeqquuiirreedd.. 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy NNoorrmmaann LLoovvee CCoonnffeeccttiioonnss 

SSuunnddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 22                    

33::0000 PP..MM.. 
Event starts at:                                         
55::0000 PP..MM..

      TThhee LLiigghhtt ooff HHooppee 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy SSyyllvviiaa && PPaauull SSiimmkkoo 

TTuueessddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 44                  
77::1155 PP..MM..

      PPiiccttuurree ooff HHiiss LLiiffee 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy SSaarraa && BBrriiaann KKrriivviisskkyy 

TThhuurrssddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 66                 
77::1155 PP..MM..

      FFrroomm SSllaavveerryy TToo FFrreeeeddoomm TTuueessddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 1111                
77::1155 PP..MM..
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22::0000 PP..MM..

      LLoovvee iinn SSuussppeennddeerrss 
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TThhuurrssddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 1133               
77::1155 PP..MM..

      UUnnoorrtthhooddooxx 
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77::1155 PP..MM..

      TThhee SSppyy BBeehhiinndd HHoommee PPllaattee 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy FFoorrtt MMyyeerrss MMiirraaccllee BBaasseebbaallll 
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77::1155 PP..MM..
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SSuunnddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 2233                  
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77::1155 PP..MM..

      TThhee OOtthheerr SSttoorryy    MMaattiinneeee WWeeddnneessddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 2266            
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      TThhee BBiirrdd CCaattcchheerr 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy KKuusshhnneerr && KKuusshhnneerr AAttttoorrnneeyyss 

TThhuurrssddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 2277               
77::1155 PP..MM..

      FFiiddddlleerr:: AA MMiirraaccllee ooff MMiirraacclleess 
FFoolllloowweedd bbyy:: RReecceeppttiioonn && mmuussiicc aatt SSoocciieettyy  
EEvveenntt ttiicckkeett rreeqquuiirreedd.. 
**SSppoonnssoorreedd bbyy AAnnddii && BBiillll HHoorroowwiittzz 

SSuunnddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 11                        
33::0000 PP..MM..  
EEvveenntt ssttaarrttss aat:

55::0000 PP..MM.. 

Event starts at:                                         Event starts at:                                         

Sunday, February 2 at 3:00pm
Golda’s Balcony, The Film (2019)
Based on the award-winning play and longest run-
ning one-woman show in Broadway history, Golda’s 
Balcony, the fi lm transcends both cinema and stage 
in this genre-bending emotional experience. Written 
by William Gibson (The Miracle Worker), the story of 
Golda Meir’s rise from Russian schoolgirl to American 
schoolteacher to the fourth Prime Minister of Israel is 
revealed intimately and often humorously by the cap-
tivating Tovah Feldshuh. Recently discovered footage 
from the play’s original run gives viewers the oppor-
tunity to witness Tovah’s incredible performance up 
close and personal. Documentary
Language: English   Running Time: 1 hr. 26 min.

The Jewish Federation of 
Lee and Charlotte Counties 

Presents the 24th Annual 
Jewish Film Festival 

of Southwest Florida
Films will be screened at the Regal Belltower Stadium 20*

Open seating at all � lms for general admission tickets

Tickets will be mailed up to December 31. 
Tickets ordered after December 31 will be available 

one hour before screening inside the theater on the day of the show.
* February 23 event takes place at Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on Sanibel

Tuesday, February 4 at 7:15pm
The Light of Hope
In 1942, after three years of bringing back dignity to 
mothers interned in refugee camps and saving the 
lives of their babies, the Maternity of Elna has been 
ordered to close its doors by French authorities. Its 
director, Elisabeth Eidenbenz, the mothers and their 
collaborators who have helped to make everything 
possible, will try to prevent it. The fi lm is based on the 
true story of Elisabeth Eidenbenz (1913-2011) and her 
female co-workers who saved the lives of almost 600 
infants in World War II. Historical Period Drama
Language: Spanish & French with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 36 min.

Thursday, February 6 at 7:15pm
Picture of his Life
World-renowned wildlife photographer Amos Nachoum 
has one fi nal photographic dream remaining – to 
photograph a polar bear underwater while swimming 
alongside it. The fi lm follows Amos in the Canadian 
Arctic as he prepares for his ultimate challenge. As 
the journey unfolds, so does an intimate and painful 
story of dedication, sacrifi ce and personal redemption. 
Documentary
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 12 min.

Tuesday, February 11 at 7:15pm
From Slavery to Freedom
The fi lm portrays the story of Soviet “Refuseniks” 
through the prism of Natan Sharansky’s biography. In 
1977, Sharansky, a human rights activist, was arrested 
on charges of spying for the U.S., treason and anti-So-
viet agitation. The fi lm takes you back to a Soviet era 
where there was an overwhelming sense of fear and 
insecurity. No single person symbolizes the era more 
than Sharansky, who defi ed the entire Soviet system 
in his fi ght for freedom and national identifi cation. After 
spending years in prison, he won the struggle, paving 
the way for all of Soviet Jewry. Documentary
Language: Russian with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 24 min.

Thursday, February 13 at 7:15pm
Love in Suspenders 
The encounter between two people with such diff erent 
personalities, such as Tammy and Beno, has to result 
in a nightmare…but love has its own rules. From their 
fi rst unfortunate encounter, when Tammy hits Beno 
with her car, Tammy and Beno experience all sorts of 
emotional, funny struggles. They get closer, break up, 
get back together and fi ght again, until ultimately their 
love wins out. Comedy
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 38 min.

Tuesday, February 18 at 7:15pm
Unorthodox
The year is 1983, and Yaakov Cohen, the owner of 
a Jerusalem printing press, is tired of being pushed 
around. It seems that he was born on the wrong 
side, with the wrong family name, and in a moment’s 
decision he decides to establish a Sephardic-ultra-
Orthodox list that will run to the Jerusalem mu-
nicipality. He gathers two friends, and together they 
improvise a campaign – no means, no connections, 
no money, but with much rage, passion and a sense 
of justice. Comedy, Drama, History
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 32 min.

Thursday, February 20 at 7:15pm
The Spy Behind Home Plate
Morris “Moe” Berg was an enigmatic and brilliant 
Jewish baseball player turned spy. Berg caught and 
fi elded in the Major Leagues during baseball’s Gold-
en Age in the 1920s and 1930s, but very few people 
know that Berg also worked for the Offi  ce of Strate-
gic Services (OSS), spying in Europe and playing a 
prominent role in America’s eff orts to undermine the 
German atomic bomb program during WWII. 
Documentary
Language: English
Running Time: 1 hr. 41 min.

Sunday, February 23 at 2:00pm
My Polish Honeymoon
Anna and Adam, a young Parisian couple with Jewish 
origins, are about to travel to Poland for the fi rst time. 
They are just married and this will be their honeymoon. 
They will attend a ceremony in memory of the Jewish 
community in the village of Adam’s grandfather, which 
was destroyed 75 years ago. Adam is not enthusiastic, 
but sees it as an occasion to spend some quality time 
with his wife. Anna is both anxious and excited about 
the trip to her grandmother’s country. She is hoping to 
reconnect with her roots and discover more about her 
own family’s history. Comedy/Drama
Language: French with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 28 min.

Tuesday, February 25 at 7:15pm
Tel Aviv on Fire 
Salam, an inexperienced young Palestinian man, be-
comes a writer on a popular soap opera after a chance 
meeting with an Israeli soldier. His creative career is 
on the rise until the soldier and the show’s fi nancial 
backers disagree about how the show should end, 
and Salam is caught in the middle. The fi lm is a satire 
that highlights the awful absurdity of war, and proves 
it’s possible to fi nd humor in the midst of cultural con-
fl ict. Comedy/Satire
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 40 min.

Wed., February 26 at 2:00pm
The Other Story
Anat is a rebellious young woman who wants to fl ee 
the chaos of secular hedonism for the disciplined 
comforts of faith. Sari is a young woman who wants 
to leave behind her oppressive religious upbringing 
for sexual and spiritual freedom. When Anat and Sari 
cross paths in Jerusalem, it soon changes both of their 
lives in startling and unexpected ways. Drama
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles  
Running Time: 1 hr. 57 min.

Thursday, February 27 at 7:15pm
The Bird Catcher
On her attempt to fl ee the Nazi round-up in Nor-
way, Esther fi nds herself alone, on an occupied farm 
forced to conceal her identity, leading to a series of 
choices and consequences which shift the paths of 
those around her. This story uncovers a hidden slice 
of history that grips at the heart and inspires us all at 
the deepest level. Drama/Mystery
Language: English
Running Time: 1 hr. 40 min.

Sunday, March 1 at 3:00pm
Fiddler: Miracle of Miracles
When Fiddler on the Roof opened on Broadway in 
1964, it explored themes of tradition, religion and anti-
Semitism against a modern backdrop of radical social 
change that addressed gender roles, sexuality and 
race. Rare archival footage and interviews with musi-
cal luminaries explore the legacy of this long-running, 
award-winning musical. Documentary
Language: English
Running Time: 1 hr. 32 min.

Wed., February 12 at 2:00pm
Beneath the Ink 
“Bring me your mistakes” is the invitation Ohio tattoo 
artist Billy Joe White makes. A timely look at racism in 
contemporary America, Beneath the Ink reveals the 
possibility for change in one Appalachian community. 
Short Documentary
Language: English   Running Time: 13 min.

Across the Line
Hananel, a young religious Jew, is hurrying home for 
Shabbat. An unexpected encounter with Mundir, an 
unwanted and stubborn Palestinian hitchhiker, leads 
Hananel on a series of mix-ups that eventually teach-
es him a lesson in communication, friendship and 
love. Short Comedy
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles
Running Time: 29 min.

Dear God
A poetic Jerusalem told through the eyes of Aaron, a 
simple Wailing Wall guard that follows a mysterious 
beautiful woman’s notes in the holy stones of the wall. 
Short Drama
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles
Running Time: 12 min.

An Average Story
Avi Cohen has just been informed that he is the most 
average man who ever lived. Overnight, he reluctantly 
becomes a national icon and celebrity. With his wife’s 
enthusiastic urging, they translate the situation into a 
business venture that goes awry. Short Comedy
Language: Hebrew with English Subtitles
Running Time: 18 min.

Shorts 
Day

The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties
thanks the members of the 2020 Jewish Film Festival 

Committee for their help  in reviewing and selecting � lms: 
Sara Krivisky, Chair

 Carolyn Gora, Co-Chair
Andi Horowitz, Event Chair

Karin Fine, Claire Goldhagen, Helene Glocer, Elisa Grossman, 
Jan Klein, Carol Lovitch, Leni Sack, Lynn Talone



 
2020 L' CHAY IM L' CHAY IM JANUARY 2020 JANUARY 2020 

Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties JEWISH F ILM FEST IVALJEWISH F ILM FEST IVAL

Brian Simon 

THANK YOU TO OUR 

Linda & Charles 

 Idelson 

Brian Simon 

THANK YOU TO OUR 

Linda & Charles 

 Idelson 



  
2121  L' CHAY IM JANUARY 2020L' CHAY IM JANUARY 2020  

Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJEWISH F ILM FEST IVALJEWISH F ILM FEST IVAL

        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 FILM FESTIVAL SPONSORS 
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 Sara & Brian Krivisky 

Sylvia & Paul Simko 
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Lin & Ron Klein                      James & JoAnn Lewin 
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Avner Yonai                                                                                        Vicki & Steve Zellner 
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BRIEFS

ELIMINATE YOUR PAIN
  RESTORE YOUR MOBILITY
    REGAIN YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE

Thomas S. Zeller, DPT & Associates
www.YourBestTherapy.com
Fort Myers 239-432-0556
Cape Coral 239-772-2363

All physical therapy is not the same…
Thank you for letting us show you 
what sets us apart from the rest!

AWARDED SW FLORIDA’S BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY &
REHABILITATION CENTER 6 YEARS IN A ROW!

• One-on-one care with all patients

• You will always receive the 
   personalized care you deserve

• Highly skilled and licensed therapists

• Relaxed, friendly and encouraging atmosphere

• Therapist-owned private practice

• Best of Southwest Florida recipient

“We invest ourselves personally in every patient’s   
  progress and goals. This is all part of having a
  true commitment and passion for what we do.”

REHABILITATION CENTER 6 YEARS IN A ROW!

THE RESULTS YOU WANT. THE CARE YOU DESERVE.

JJaannuuaarryy  55,,  1122,,  2266  
FFeebbrruuaarryy  99  

~~  44::0000  PP..MM..  ~~  

All ages & levels of dance experience are 
welcome.  Wear comfortable shoes, bring 

a water bottle AND A FRIEND! 

Jewish Federation Community Room 

9701 Commerce Center Court ~ Fort Myers 

RSVP a MUST to Marsha Kistler  
marshatemple2012@gmail.com 

INSTINCT BEATS 
TECHNOLOGY IN  
AIRPORT SECURITY
Israel takes airport security extremely 
seriously, as I discovered when passing 
through the new Ramon airport.

A mandatory pre-flight interview 
takes place before check-in. Questions 
range from the highly specific (“When 
did you book your flight?”) to the hum-
drum, such as your daily routine at 
work or favorite football team.

“The way a passenger answers is 
more important than what the answer 
is,” says Philip Baum, visiting profes-
sor of aviation security at Coventry 
University.

“There is a profiler at every en-
trance to the airport building. They will 
stop people who do not meet baseline 
expectations.”

In Britain you have to prove you 
are not carrying liquids in containers 
over 100 ml., and take off your shoes. 
But Israel does not fret about liquids, 
nor electronics in your cabin baggage.

“The system is based on a com-
mon-sense approach of identifying 

negative intent rather than the carriage 
of prohibited articles,” says Baum. In-
stinct can be smarter than technology. 
(Simon Calder, Independent - UK)

MAZE OF TUNNELS 
REVEALS REMAINS OF 
ANCIENT JERUSALEM
A rocky spur of land jutting south from 
Jerusalem’s Old City conceals a sub-
terranean labyrinth of natural caves, 
Canaanite water channels, Judean tun-
nels and Roman quarries.

Israeli archaeologist Joe Uziel’s 
mission is to unearth a 2,000-year-old, 
2,000-foot-long street that once con-
veyed pilgrims, merchants and other 
visitors to the Jewish Temple.

Choked with debris during the fi-
ery destruction of the city by Roman 
forces in 70CE, this monumental path 
disappeared from view.

Today, an army of engineers and 
construction workers, toiling 16 hours 
a day in two shifts, is boring a horizon-
tal shaft under the spine of the ridge.

As they move forward, Uziel and 
his team laboriously dig out earth from 

the top of each newly exposed section 
to the bottom, retrieving pottery, coins 
and other artifacts.

For Jews this is the City of David, 
the place where King David created the 
first Israelite capital. (Andrew Lawler, 
National Geographic)

MOODY’S AFFIRMS 
ISRAEL’S CREDIT RATING 
IN UPBEAT ECONOMIC 
ASSESSMENT 
International credit rating agency 
Moody’s has reaffirmed Israel’s A1 
sovereign debt rating.

Moody’s Vice President Evan 
Wohlmann said Israel “is one of only a 
handful of advanced countries that has 
a lower debt-to-GDP ratio now than 
before the global financial crisis.”

“Israel’s economic growth has out-
paced most other advanced industrial 
countries over the past decade, driven 
by a strongly competitive high-tech 
export sector and a diversified eco-
nomic base that now includes energy 
exports.” (Globes)

ISRAELI SINGERS  
FORM BRIDGE TO  
ARAB COUNTRIES
Israeli journalists attending the Re-
gional Economic Conference in Bah-
rain in June were surprised to find lo-
cal music stores selling CDs by Israeli 
artists such as Eyal Golan, Sarit Hadad 
and Moshe Peretz. Their music is de-
scribed in Israel as Middle Eastern or 
Mediterranean, often accompanied by 
local instruments like the oud and the 
darbuka. Israeli Middle Eastern music 
has long been popular in Arab coun-

tries. Israel has a large population of 
Mizrahim, Jews from Arab lands, who 
immigrated in the 1950s and 1960s.

Our bond with our neighbors 
through music is natural because we 
are the Jews of the Middle East, with 
our own rich culture,” said Yemen-born 
singer-songwriter Avihu Medina. “We 
never left the region, nor were we in-
fluenced by European culture. We have 
nothing to change about ourselves in 
order to integrate into the Middle East. 
We are an essential part of it.” (Danny 
Zaken, Al-Monitor)

SIGD HOLIDAY BRINGS 
THOUSANDS TO 
JERUSALEM  
TO CELEBRATE
Thousands of people from the Ethio-
pian Jewish community and beyond 
traveled to the Armon Hanatziv Prom-
enade facing the Old City of Jerusalem 
on Wednesday, November 27 to cele-
brate the Sigd holiday together with the 
community’s elders. Sigd, whose roots 
are found in the biblical book of Ne-
hemiah, is marked 50 days after Yom 
Kippur, and encompasses prayers for a 
return to the Land of Israel.

Chief Rabbi of the Ethiopian Jew-
ish community in Israel Rabbi Reuven 
Wabshat said that after the mass immi-
gration of Ethiopian Jews to Israel, the 
community decided to continue cel-
ebrating the holiday. Spiritual leader 
Kes Mentasnut Govze explained how 
in Ethiopia the Jewish community 
would travel to and ascend a mountain 
on Sigd to pray to God “that we would 
reach Jerusalem the next year.” (Jer-
emy Sharon, Jerusalem Post)

Stay connected at  
www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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Art of Fashion
 and Moore   Syli

sh  
Com

fortable
  Different

The Art of Fashion and Moore
(in the Arcade in historic

downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner (239) 204-9759
2267 1st. St., Suite 12 info@artoffashionandmoore.com
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 www.artoffashionandmoore.com

RICK SNYDERMAN
Licensed Pedorthist

1900 Trailwinds Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Ph: (239) 939-2239
Fax: (239) 939-7792

We Specialize In All Widths
We Will Ship Anywhere

FIT • SERVICE • QUALITY

FORT MYERSwww.gskattorneys.com

1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919

239-936-7200
lowellschoenfeld@gskattorneys.com

Lowell S. Schoenfeld
Florida Board Certified Wills, 

Trusts & Estates Attorney 

Higginson Tax & Accounting, LLC 
Tax Preparation • Planning • Audit Representation 

Eric Higginson 
Certified Public Accountant 

239.935.6950 

www.higginsontax.com 

 

3571 Del Prado Blvd North • North Cape Coral 543-2075 
8841 College Parkway • Ft. Myers 433-2245 est.1995 











PATTERSON, ESKIN & BALL

HAROLD S. ESKIN, P.A.
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

CERTIFIED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR
CERTIFIED CIVIL LAW MEDIATOR

1420 S.E. 47TH STREET, CAPE CORAL
(239) 549-5551 • FAX (239) 549-4834
E-mail: haleskin@legalsurrogacy.com

E-mail: haleskin@earthlink.net

henlaw.com • 239.344.1100

Divorce, 
Marital & 

Family Law
Jennifer 

Siegal-Miller

Business & 
Tax Planning

Guy E. 
Whitesman

Florida BarFlorida Bar
Board Certifi edBoard Certifi ed
Tax AttorneyTax Attorney

Wills, Trusts 
& Estates

Eric Gurgold
Florida BarFlorida Bar

Board Certifi edBoard Certifi ed
Wills, Trust and Wills, Trust and 
Estate AttorneyEstate Attorney

Lake Suzy
Florida (941) 627-2001

Repairs • Salt Chlorine Generators • Heat Pumps 

sklawyers, pllc
Attorneys at Law

is pleased to announce

Nadine Hope Goodman, Esq.
has joined the firm, specializing in

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE
FAMILY LAW • BUSINESS • REAL ESTATE

239-772-1993
ngoodman@sklawyers.net • www.sklawyers.net

David E. Lovitch
Broker Associate

813.447.9002 Office
727.619.6900 Office

845.629.7804 Mobile
David@LovitchRealty.com

David.LovitchRealty.com

 

 

Please contact:  
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org or 

239.481.4449 x4 

Each Tuesday afternoon, an open session of Mah Jongg 
is held at the Jewish Federation. 

Players must be at least advanced beginners, as no  
lessons are given.  

DAY: Tuesdays, 12:30~3:30 P.M. 
FEE:  $1 per week 

                          

     
                  

                for more information call  
                  the Federation at 239.481.4449 x-4 

tries. Israel has a large population of 
Mizrahim, Jews from Arab lands, who 
immigrated in the 1950s and 1960s.

Our bond with our neighbors 
through music is natural because we 
are the Jews of the Middle East, with 
our own rich culture,” said Yemen-born 
singer-songwriter Avihu Medina. “We 
never left the region, nor were we in-
fluenced by European culture. We have 
nothing to change about ourselves in 
order to integrate into the Middle East. 
We are an essential part of it.” (Danny 
Zaken, Al-Monitor)

SIGD HOLIDAY BRINGS 
THOUSANDS TO 
JERUSALEM  
TO CELEBRATE
Thousands of people from the Ethio-
pian Jewish community and beyond 
traveled to the Armon Hanatziv Prom-
enade facing the Old City of Jerusalem 
on Wednesday, November 27 to cele-
brate the Sigd holiday together with the 
community’s elders. Sigd, whose roots 
are found in the biblical book of Ne-
hemiah, is marked 50 days after Yom 
Kippur, and encompasses prayers for a 
return to the Land of Israel.

Chief Rabbi of the Ethiopian Jew-
ish community in Israel Rabbi Reuven 
Wabshat said that after the mass immi-
gration of Ethiopian Jews to Israel, the 
community decided to continue cel-
ebrating the holiday. Spiritual leader 
Kes Mentasnut Govze explained how 
in Ethiopia the Jewish community 
would travel to and ascend a mountain 
on Sigd to pray to God “that we would 
reach Jerusalem the next year.” (Jer-
emy Sharon, Jerusalem Post)
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What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!

Send your letters & comments to 
 LChayim36@gmail.com

Letters Policy
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. Letters 
should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/
or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its 
advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received. 

Explore
More.
• 5-Star Dining

• Salon and Spa

• Creative Arts Studio

• Indoor Heated Pool

Active Senior Lifestyle 

• Fitness Center and Daily  
 Classes

• Woodworking Shop

• Utilities and Housekeeping
 Included

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care Assisted Living  |  Skilled Nursing  |  Rehabilitative Care  |  Home Health Services

Cypress Cove at HealthPark  |  10200 Cypress Cove Dr., Fort Myers  |  239-317-8511

CypressCoveLiving.org

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

Connecting the dots
Once upon a time, a visiting 

rabbi comes to a congrega-
tion. On the way back from 

the airport, her host asks, “What are 
you planning to speak about this eve-
ning at services?” The rabbi replies she 

will be delivering a 
sermon about the im-
portance of keeping 
kosher. Her host then 
explains they live a 
good distance away 
from a kosher butch-
er, and thus, very few 
people keep kosher. 
“Any other topics 
you would like to 

address,” the host asked. “Well, I was 
planning to speak about the importance 
of keeping the Sabbath,” she replied. 
Once again, her host demurred saying 
many people here have businesses that, 
as you can well understand, need to be 
open on the Sabbath. “So what do you 
suggest I speak about,” asked the rabbi. 
“What else? Judaism, of course!”

This may be an old joke, but it con-
tains a relevant idea. Judaism, as a re-
ligious system, is based on the practice 
of the “mitzvoth” (commandments). 
Yet, many of us only know a few and 
practice less. Why this is the case has 
been fascinating me for a while now. 
The first problem I blame on Imman-
uel Kant and the Enlightenment. Kant 
lived from 1724-1804, so I doubt he 
will be disturbed by this. He was a 
great philosopher during the Enlight-
enment. One of the quotes attributed to 
him was: “Nothing is Divine but what 

is agreeable to reason.” But if reason is 
the highest value, where does religion 
come in? If reason is the highest value, 
how do Abraham and Sarah come to 
have a child at the ages of 100 and 90? 
As much as we Jews lift up argument 
and debate, our highest value cannot be 
reason, but must be faith in G-d. If we 
follow Kant’s thinking, everything has 
to be rational. Centuries of poetry and 
faith, chicken soup recipes and mysti-
cism would all have to be discarded.

And, to some degree, this is what 
happened. Under the influence of the 
Enlightenment, Jews wanted to be ac-
cepted by their Christian neighbors, to 
appear more like them and to appear 
more rational. In a very subtle way, we 
heard that faith was superior to prac-
tice. Like water falling on a rock, drop 
after drop, the water will eventually 
wear the rock down. Throw in an oc-
casional (or frequent) persecution and 
the message reverberated clearly and 
painfully.

Yes, faith is important, very much 
so. But so are the “mitzvoth.” Just as 
the surgeon has their scalpel and the 
professor their laptop, we have the 
commandments. So, the next time you 
light candles on Erev Shabbat or send a 
check to the “zedakah” of your choice, 
give a thought to the beauty, power and 
mystery of the “mitzvoth.”
Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC, 
BCC is a Chaplain in Lee Health’s 
Department of Spiritual Services, and 
ministers at the Gulf Coast Medical 
Center.

n Rabbi 
    Michael J.
    Schorin

Ukrainian pogroms
By Jerrold L. Sobel, ZOA of SWFL President, November 27, 2019

In recent days, unless just returning 
from a far-off place, you cannot 
have missed the incessant media 

buzz about Ukraine. Did we send aid? 
Is the Ukrainian government corrupt? 
Was the aid held up for political rea-
sons? Was there a quid pro quo? To 
people aware of the unspeakable atroci-
ties committed by Ukrainians against 
Jews throughout that country’s sordid 
history, the answer to these questions 
is a resounding, who cares! In their 
glorious but often tragic history, there 
are few periods more abhorrent to the 
Jewish people than that known as the  
pogroms. 

As background: “Pogrom” is a 
Russian word designating an attack, 
accompanied by destruction, looting of 
property, murder and rape, perpetrated 
by one section of the population against 
another. As such, during three distinct 
periods of time – 1880s, 1903-1906 and 
1917-1922 – Jews suffered increasingly 
severe depredations throughout Poland, 
Russia and particularly Ukraine. As 
we prepare to close out 2019, and for 
the sake of brevity, let’s examine the 
pogroms in Ukraine just 100 years ago 
in the year 1919.

To say that turmoil reigned in this 
region during this time would be a 
huge understatement. Undercurrents of 
the Russian Revolution spread far and 
wide. Chaos between competing armies 
known as Red (Bolsheviks) and White 
(opposed to the Communists) were 
joined by a myriad of irregular armies 
and local peasants that merged with and, 
in more cases than not, switched sides 
dependent more on booty and personal 
gain than political reasons. Command-
ers (atamans) of these gangs occasion-

ally gained control of whole regions. 
As stated in the Jewish Virtual Lib-

rary, “The Jews in the villages, townlets 
and cities were constantly terrorized  
by these groups, who extorted money 
and supplies from them.” Even when 
placated with plunder, these helpless 
victims were subjected to humiliations 
and in many cases murder, without 
recourse. 

As one group would retreat from 
a town following a period of looting, 
rape, robbery and mayhem, a compet-
ing one would soon enter, prey upon the 
defenseless Jews and repeat the process. 
In terms of violence and abject brutality 
against the Jews of Ukraine, the year 
1919 alone surpassed the aforemen-
tioned eras combined.

Sharman Kadish, in her book Bol-
sheviks and British Jews: The Anglo-
Jewish Community, Britain, and the 
Russian Revolution, chronicled that 
1,326 pogroms took place in and around 
the Kiev area of Ukraine alone that year, 
of which it’s estimated between 30,000 
and 70,000 Jews were massacred. Thou-
sands of women were raped. Hundreds 
of small towns known to Jews as shtetls 
were pillaged, and Jewish neighbor-
hoods were left in ruins.

Although 1919 was the apex of the 
carnage, scattered pogroms decreas-
ingly occurred until the end of 1922. 
Most assuredly, hatred of Jews during 
subsequent years was never far below 
the surface and reawakened in 1941, 
during a set of pogroms known as the 
Lviv pogroms. Jews were forced to dig 
their own graves and once again mas-
sacred like sheep in a slaughterhouse 
by Ukrainian nationalists and local 
crowds more than willing to assist their 

German masters throughout the Second 
World War. On the eve of the German 
invasion in 1941, 2.7 million Jews lived 
in Ukraine. By war’s end, less than 
100,000 survived.

There is so much history of Ukrai-
nian anti-Semitism throughout the  
20th century, and long before, a brief 
essay such as this doesn’t even scratch 
the surface of what is known about the 
suffering of the Jewish people in this 
country. 

For those interested in a greater 
understanding, I recommend the fol-
lowing readings:

• The Slaughter of the Jews in the 
Ukraine in 1919 by Elias Heifetz

• Pogroms: Anti-Jewish Violence in 
Modern Russian History by Klier/
Lamboza

• David B. Green, February 15, 2016, 
Haaretz, “1919: Cossacks Start Po-
grom in Ukraine, Killing Jews but 
Sparing Property”

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

NEW LISTING! DON’T MISS THIS ONE!

9530 Mirada Boulevard, Fort Myers ~ $436,000
Beautifully designed, completely furnished, 

all new 4 BR/3 BA lakefront model home
Less than 1/2 mile from Health Park in the gated Mirada community

Two-Car Garage • Pool & Hot Tub • Screened-in Patio
Stainless/Granite • Solar Electric • Alexa Smart Home

Contact BOB VINIKOOR
239-258-1102 • bob@gosouthnow.com

Let me help you buy or sell your home!
www.GoSouthNow.com
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“Invasive species”
I do not believe in, nor do I care for, 

the term and the idea of an “inva-
sive species.” 
According to ecologists, an “in-

vasive species” is any animal or plant 
relatively newly-arrived to an envi-
ronment. Very often, labeling a living 
thing an “invasive species” is both a 

justification and pre-
lude to its attempted 
eradication or exter-
mination. Accord-
ing to these would-
be conservationists, 
those “outsiders” dis- 
turb the existing eco-
logical balance and 
pose a threat to the 

status quo and must be destroyed.
Those who know me well know that 

I have what Albert Schweitzer called 
“a reverence for life.” Besides not eat-
ing animals, I do not allow anything in 
my home to be killed. Anything! I do 
not weed the garden since weeds are 
simply what God wants in our gardens. 
When an unplanned perennial plant or 
even tree sprouts up on my grounds, I 
do not permit the gardener to kill it. I 
dig it up, pot it and grow it as a lovely 
addition to our courtyard or as a future 
gift. I harvest the tomatoes, cucumbers, 
onion tops and herbs, but I try not to 
uproot the living plants themselves, 
even when they are finished producing. 
I let them live out their lives in full as I 
hope to live out mine. Fair is fair, right?

Look at the big picture. Everything 
comes from somewhere. The palmet-
tos, longleaf pines, everglade palms, 
strangler figs and other plants were not 
here forever, since most of our region is 
naturally underwater except during Ice 
Ages (we are coming out of one now). 
When the waters receded, those plants 

simply got here first. The same can 
be said for the animals that are called  
“native.” They just got here first.

Why should coming later as an im-
migrant plant or animal be a crime pun-
ishable by death? Why can’t we just let 
life take its course and establish a new 
dynamic equilibrium? What gives us 
humans the right to decide what living 
things deserve extermination? 

Of course, I could add some force 
to my argument from our Jewish mor-
al tradition of bal tashheet, where we 
are commanded to not to wantonly 
destroy any living thing. And so we 
find in the medieval Sefer Hahinukh: 
“For this is the way of the pious…they 
who love peace are happy when they 
can do good to others and bring them 
close to Torah and will not cause even 
a grain of mustard to be lost from the 
world….” And, after all, does not our 
creation story tell that God made the 
human to care and cultivate God’s gar-
den, not to take God’s place in matters 
of life and death.

But I shouldn’t have to argue my 
point from Jewish sources since we can 
figure this out all by ourselves. After 
all, time and again, we Jews have been 
labeled an “invasive species” targeted 
for uprooting and even eradication!

Life is the fingerprints of God in 
our universe. As Coleridge so perfectly 
put it at the end of his epic poetic al-
legory about the Jew, “The Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner:” 

He prayeth best, who loveth best
All things both great and small;
For the dear God who loveth us,
He made and loveth all.

Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.

n Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond

You can go home again
Last fall our caring and erudite 

President Barry Fulmer, at Bat 
Yam Temple of the Islands, sent 

a wonderful reminder to the congrega-
tion regarding our service for the Shab-
bat during Sukkot, which was based on 
the book of Ecclesiastes. Ecclesiastes 

(like Esther for Pu-
rim) is the Megillah 
read in synagogues 
during Sukkot.

In his letter, Bar-
ry included a quota-
tion from Thomas 
Wolfe’s posthumous-
ly published novel, 
You Can’t Go Home 
Again.

I had never read this American 
classic, and since I was soon to “go 
home again” to the first congregation 
I served, Temple Isaiah in Columbia, 
Maryland, I decided I should. 

I served the congregation for 13 
years as its first full-time rabbi. Since 
they were beginning to celebrate their 
50th year, they invited my wife Vickie 
and me back for a weekend to begin a 
yearlong series of celebratory events.

I didn’t realize how long the book 
was, but in the beginning of chap-
ter 6, I found the perfect quotation to 
use as the introduction for my Friday 
night sermon. When after traveling 
the world, Wolfe’s protagonist George 
Webber returned to his boyhood home 
of Libya Falls (Asheville in disguise), 
North Carolina, for the funeral of the 
aunt who raised him, he felt as I felt 
when I returned to speak at Temple  
Isaiah after 33 years: “Something far, 
near strange and so familiar, and it 
seemed to him as though he had never 
left … and all that had passed in the 

n Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

years was like a dream.”
When the invitation first came to 

Vickie and me well over a year ago, 
I was delighted to accept, but I won-
dered, “Who will remember us? Who 
will care and who will come?”

To our delight, the service was 
packed, and many of those in atten-
dance were students from years ago 
with whom I had studied for Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah and Confirmation. Some had 
traveled from as far Rochester (New 
York), Boston, New York City and 
North Carolina to be there. It was a joy 
to see them and have some share the 
lessons from their B’nai Mitzvah por-
tions as they fit into my teaching ses-
sion on Shabbat morning.

Then on Saturday evening, the 
present and past presidents of the 
synagogue hosted Vickie and me for 
dinner in a private room of a lovely  
restaurant. After the meal, the presi-
dents took turns sharing nice memories 
they had of us.

With one exception, they did not 
speak about memorable sermons or 
other “public acts” that stood out in 
their minds. Rather, they spoke of 
specific things I did for them person-
ally that made a lasting impact on their 
lives. To be honest, I could barely recall 
some of the instances they recounted. 

But the lesson of the evening is one 
I shall always remember.

As May Angelou once wrote: 
“People will forget what you say … 
but they will never forget how you 
made them feel.”

I am glad we could “go home 
again” to re-learn that vital lesson.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on Sani-
bel Island.
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Connecting the dots
is agreeable to reason.” But if reason is 
the highest value, where does religion 
come in? If reason is the highest value, 
how do Abraham and Sarah come to 
have a child at the ages of 100 and 90? 
As much as we Jews lift up argument 
and debate, our highest value cannot be 
reason, but must be faith in G-d. If we 
follow Kant’s thinking, everything has 
to be rational. Centuries of poetry and 
faith, chicken soup recipes and mysti-
cism would all have to be discarded.

And, to some degree, this is what 
happened. Under the influence of the 
Enlightenment, Jews wanted to be ac-
cepted by their Christian neighbors, to 
appear more like them and to appear 
more rational. In a very subtle way, we 
heard that faith was superior to prac-
tice. Like water falling on a rock, drop 
after drop, the water will eventually 
wear the rock down. Throw in an oc-
casional (or frequent) persecution and 
the message reverberated clearly and 
painfully.

Yes, faith is important, very much 
so. But so are the “mitzvoth.” Just as 
the surgeon has their scalpel and the 
professor their laptop, we have the 
commandments. So, the next time you 
light candles on Erev Shabbat or send a 
check to the “zedakah” of your choice, 
give a thought to the beauty, power and 
mystery of the “mitzvoth.”
Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC, 
BCC is a Chaplain in Lee Health’s 
Department of Spiritual Services, and 
ministers at the Gulf Coast Medical 
Center.

Ukrainian pogroms
For those interested in a greater 

understanding, I recommend the fol-
lowing readings:

• The Slaughter of the Jews in the 
Ukraine in 1919 by Elias Heifetz

• Pogroms: Anti-Jewish Violence in 
Modern Russian History by Klier/
Lamboza

• David B. Green, February 15, 2016, 
Haaretz, “1919: Cossacks Start Po-
grom in Ukraine, Killing Jews but 
Sparing Property”
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Change that which is bad to 
good, and the dark to light

In the last Torah portion of the book 
of Genesis, Vayechi, we witness 
a conversation between the aged 

patriarch Jacob and his son Joseph. Jo-
seph brought his two sons to Jacob for 
his blessing. He placed Menashe, the 
firstborn, near Jacob’s right hand, and 

Efraim, the younger 
of the two, near Ja-
cob’s left hand. How-
ever, when Jacob 
blessed the young-
sters, he crossed 
his hands over and 
placed his right hand 
on Efraim’s head and 
his left on Menashe’s 
head.

Joseph explained to Jacob, “It is 
not so, my father.” Moving Jacob’s 
hands, he continued, “for this is the 
firstborn.”

“I know, my son, I know,” was 
Jacob’s reply. “Also he [Menashe] 
will become a people. He, too, will be 
great. But his younger brother will be 
greater than him.”

According to our Sages, neither Ja-
cob nor Joseph made a mistake. Rather, 
their priorities were different.

Menashe and Efraim symbolize 
two distinct aspects of a Jew’s G-dly 
service. Joseph believed that the G-dly 
service represented by Menashe was 
more advantageous, whereas Jacob felt 
that Efraim’s was higher.

Joseph named his oldest son Me-
nashe, “For G-d has caused me to for-
get (“nashani”) all of my toil and all my 
father’s house.” This name intimates 
Joseph’s anguish over being distanced 

from his father’s home and his native 
lifestyle. His younger son, he called 
Efraim, “For G-d has caused me to be 
fruitful (“hifrani”) in the land of my af-
fliction.” Here, Joseph thanks G-d for 
the benefits that he reaped specifically 
because he was living in exile.

When Joseph brought his sons for 
his father’s blessing, his feelings of 
sorrow over being separated from his 
family ruled. The spiritual service this 
parallels is the desire to cleave to G-d, 
even in exile. Jacob, however, viewed 
the exile differently, represented by 
the name Efraim. He saw that there is 
an “advantage” of exile; in exile, one 
changes darkness into light. And the 
light which follows darkness is much 
brighter, much more noticeable.

The paths of Joseph and Jacob 
should both be manifested in our lives. 
We must realize that we are far away 
from our “father’s house;” we are still 
in exile and the final Redemption has 
not yet come. Just as important, or pos-
sibly more important, is to realize that 
we can actually light up the darkness of 
exile. This comes about through study-
ing Torah and observing the command-
ments.

When a Jew finds himself in a situ-
ation or surroundings which are un-
comfortable, he must not only be trou-
bled by it and think of the day when he 
can escape. Rather, he should work to 
his utmost ability to change that which 
is bad to good, the dark to light, for this 
is the entire purpose of being in exile.
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves at 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Florida.

n Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

The Shabbat candles

n Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

Lighting Shabbat candles holds 
immense power. The power to 
make time stop charging ahead 

with its endless tasks and worries. The 
power to focus on the self, on what our 

soul truly needs. The 
power to connect 
with generations past 
and future. The pow-
er to give us strength 
to get through the 
week. 

According to the 
midrash commentary, 
Bereshit Rabbah, the 
tradition of women 

lighting Shabbat candles begins with 
Sarah. It explains that three miracu-
lous things occurred in the tent dur-
ing Sarah’s lifetime and they resumed 
when Isaac, her son, married Rebecca: 
the Shabbat candles remained lit from 
one Friday to the next, the dough was 
blessed and always sufficed for the 
family and guests, and a Divine cloud 
hovered over the entrance. 

This beautiful image of Shabbat 
candles remaining lit throughout the 
week matches our positive associations 
with the mitzvah of lighting Shabbat 
candles. We imagine Sarah preparing 
a Shabbat meal of roast chicken and 
challah, we feel the quiet Shabbat se-
renity with the divine cloud hovering 
over the home, we see Sarah circling 
her hands and covering her eyes, trans-
forming ordinary time into the sacred. 
According to our tradition, Sarah, the 
original matriarch, passes these tradi-
tions to her daughter-in-law, Rebecca, 
and on through the generations. 

Alas, we must also confront some 
less pleasant explanations for the tra-
dition of women lighting Shabbat can-
dles. Going back to the story of Adam 
and Eve, Rabbi Joshua in Bereshit 
Rabbah, views the candle lighting as 

a punishment, saying: because wom-
an extinguished the soul of the first 
man, she was assigned the precept of 
kindling Sabbath lights. The Mishnah 
warns that on account of transgressing 
the mitzvah of Shabbat candles, wom-
en die in childbirth. When death creeps 
into our understanding of Shabbat can-
dles, even the story of Sarah is seen in 
a new light. It is only once Sarah dies 
that the miracles continue for the next 
generation. 

Light and darkness. Life and death. 
While the ancient rabbis might have 
focused on the aspects of darkness and 
death, they do not have the final word 
on candle lighting. Wendy Zierler, a 
professor at Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion, writes 
about a type of Jewish literature called 
t’khi’nis, a body of prayers composed 
by or for women, from the 17th - 19th 
century. In one such prayer, Sarah bas 
Tovim, a Ukranian rabbi’s daughter, 
turns the rabbinic teachings upside 
down. Reclaiming the story of Adam 
and Eve and imagining Shabbat as a 
woman, she writes, “May the merit of 
the beloved Shabbas lights protect me, 
just as the beloved Shabbas protected 
adam harishon, the first man, Adam.” 

Just like the ancient rabbis and the 
authors of t’khi’nis approach the Shab-
bat candles in different ways, we have 
a choice in how to view the world: a 
place of threat and punishment or a 
place of hope and love. When Isaac 
brought Rebecca into his mother’s tent, 
he found love and comfort. Together, 
they discovered Sarah’s miracles of the 
divine presence, abundant food and un-
ending light. May we in our attitudes 
and actions merit these blessings and 
bring light into the world.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.

• Home care service for all ages at all times 
• Nationally screened & fully insured caregivers

• 100% satisfaction assurance & regular follow up
• Careful coordination between family & caregivers

• Companionship • Light housekeeping • Personal care • 
Medication reminders • Shopping  • Errands

• Live-in & hourly care • Meal prep • Appointments 

Call us 
today!

synergyhomecare.com
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the client’s wholehearted trust
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Weinstein Wilkes Financial Group
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Services, Inc.
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239-768-1490 • 888-768-1490 • raymondjames.com/weinsteinwilkes
Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, 
Inc. Weinstein Wilkes Financial Group is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of 

Raymond James Financial Services.

Looking out for each other

n Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

While a student at JTS, I at-
tended morning minyan 
most days of the week. 

Morning prayer is how I wanted to be-
gin my day and, as a young man – I 
was in my 20s – I was still trying on 
a more observant lifestyle. (JTS made 

no requirements of 
its students, even its 
rabbinical students, 
that they attend daily 
minyan.) I was less 
enthusiastic about af-
ternoon and evening 
minyan. I attended 
these very rarely. 
Later, as an assistant 
rabbi in Minneapolis, 

I was required to attend morning min-
yan two mornings per week. On a few 
occasions I attended on the mornings I 
was not assigned. So, when I moved to 
Austin, Texas, and found myself serv-
ing a congregation that had no min-
yan, I was disappointed – but not very 
much. 

Until it came time for me to say 
Kaddish. The year was 1988, and no 
congregation in Austin had a daily 
minyan. My entire congregation had 
shared in my loss and, almost naturally, 
formed a twice-daily minyan so I could 
say Kaddish. It started with shivah and 
just continued: five mornings and four 
nights per week. I attended every ser-
vice for 11 months and then I, and the 
congregation, just kept going. I contin-
ued to go because the practice of daily 
minyan had grown on me, and more, 
I was deeply grateful that the congre-
gation developed and maintained this 
minyan for me. It was now my place 
to keep it going. That congregation has 
morning and evening minyan to this 
day.

The congregation I served in Tam-
pa had a long-running morning minyan 
when I arrived. While the congrega-
tion only “required” me to attend on 
Monday and Thursday mornings, out 

of gratitude for what the Austin com-
munity did for me, I went every day. 

During the difficult periods of my 
personal mourning, it was the daily 
minyan that gave me structure and 
comfort. This is what I was supposed 
to be doing. This was fulfilling my re-
sponsibility to my loved one. It was 
also my way of hanging onto them for 
a little while longer. They were in my 
thoughts every morning and evening. 

Once again, it is my turn to say 
Kaddish. And once again my congre-
gation is forming a daily minyan to 
support me. Temple Judea has evening 
minyan, Monday through Thursday at 
5:45 p.m. The minyan is not just for 
me. It is for anyone who is saying Kad-
dish. It is for anyone who wants 15 
minutes of daily prayer in the evening. 

Until 100 years ago (this is an ap-
proximate number), the Jewish com-
munity was full of small “societies” 
that supported Jews who needed help. 
One group gave money to poor young 
women for dowries to help them get 
married. There were Hebrew Free 
Loan societies that made interest-free 
loans to Jewish businesspeople. Our 
community, like many others, has a 
Chevra Kadisha, a group of men and 
women who prepare people for burial. 
These are just to name a few. They are 
ways the Jewish community looked 
out for each other. Now, daily minyan 
is another of these programs. We sup-
port people who are saying Kaddish for 
their loved one. 

This past week, my congregation 
got a call from someone from out of 
town. He’ll be in Southwest Florida the 
last week of the month. He’s looking 
for a daily minyan. Gladly, we told him 
that we had one. 

I hope our minyan continues past 
my time of saying Kaddish. It’s a great 
service to the Jewish people. 
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

Asarah BeTevet
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from his father’s home and his native 
lifestyle. His younger son, he called 
Efraim, “For G-d has caused me to be 
fruitful (“hifrani”) in the land of my af-
fliction.” Here, Joseph thanks G-d for 
the benefits that he reaped specifically 
because he was living in exile.

When Joseph brought his sons for 
his father’s blessing, his feelings of 
sorrow over being separated from his 
family ruled. The spiritual service this 
parallels is the desire to cleave to G-d, 
even in exile. Jacob, however, viewed 
the exile differently, represented by 
the name Efraim. He saw that there is 
an “advantage” of exile; in exile, one 
changes darkness into light. And the 
light which follows darkness is much 
brighter, much more noticeable.

The paths of Joseph and Jacob 
should both be manifested in our lives. 
We must realize that we are far away 
from our “father’s house;” we are still 
in exile and the final Redemption has 
not yet come. Just as important, or pos-
sibly more important, is to realize that 
we can actually light up the darkness of 
exile. This comes about through study-
ing Torah and observing the command-
ments.

When a Jew finds himself in a situ-
ation or surroundings which are un-
comfortable, he must not only be trou-
bled by it and think of the day when he 
can escape. Rather, he should work to 
his utmost ability to change that which 
is bad to good, the dark to light, for this 
is the entire purpose of being in exile.
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves at 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Florida.

n Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

The wonder of words
It is not how much we say but what 

we say that is important. What re-
ally matters, when it comes to 

speech, is quality not quantity. The fact 
is dramatized by a story in the Talmud 
that is thousands of years old, yet is 

as relevant as this 
morning’s newspa-
per. It is the story of 
the great Rabbi Ga-
maliel and one of his 
wise servants. 

Rabbi Gamaliel 
told the man, “Go to 
the market and bring 
me something good.” 
The servant brought 

a tongue. The rabbi then said, “Go to 
the market and bring me something 
bad.” Again the servant returned with a 
tongue. “A tongue, my master may be 
the source of either good or evil,” was 
the explanation. “If it is good, there is 

nothing better. If it is bad, there is noth-
ing worse.” 

Words are powerful. They can 
breed hatred or spread healing. They 
can ignite a quarrel or inspire a cause. 
They can trigger wars or they can en-
courage peace. “Pleasant words are as 
a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and 
health to the bones” (Proverbs 16:24). 
Words are valuable currency and de-
serve to be weighed, measured and 
counted rather than squandered heed-
lessly. 

Fittingly, the last words of the ami-
dah, the Silent Devotion, reflect the 
hope that we will always find the right 
words: “May the words of my mouth 
and the mediation of my heart be ac-
ceptable to you, O God, my Rock and 
my Redeemer. 
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.
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Asarah BeTevet
This month we commemorate 

Asarah BeTevet, which falls 
on the tenth day of Tevet and 

is a minor fast day in Judaism. Around 
2,500 years ago, Jerusalem was under 

siege by the armies 
of the Babylonian 
emperor Nebuchane-
zzar. This began a se-
ries of events leading 
to the destruction of 
the Holy Temple and 
our exile from the 
Land of Israel. And 
so on this day we fast 
and mourn these tra- 

gic events while hopefully learning from 
them so as not to repeat past mistakes. 

As Jews, we all know the feeling of 
being under siege throughout our histo-
ry. Although we have returned to Eretz 
Yisrael after 1,900 years in exile, we 
are still under siege. When attacked, we 
have no choice but to fight, and when 
faced with a tragedy we mourn. But we 
also search for the deeper meaning be-
hind our struggle, looking for anything 
positive that might be found within a 
negative experience. Coming under 
siege is a terrible experience that can 
bring pain and bloodshed, but beneath 
all that negativity is a unifying, liberat-
ing and empowering realization: We’re 
all in this together! Despite our differ-
ing backgrounds and political views, 
we share a common fate and identity, 
a common goal and a common home-
land. Being under siege reminds us of 
the truth that we are all one.

Israel is who we are, and we don’t 
have a choice in eliminating it from our 
Jewish identity. Our history reminds us 
of how thousands of our people only 
dreamed of returning to Israel and how 
many struggled just to reach the home-
land. We recall the devastating effect 

on our people throughout history when 
we lost our homeland, and the great 
progress and strengthening we’ve ex-
perienced having since regained Eretz 
Yisrael.

We’ve seen what can happen to 
us by leaving our fate in the hands of 
others. Having a land we can truly call 
our own is not only an inspiration, but 
a safety net for Jews anywhere is the 
world. Although we live in the U.S.A. 
and not Israel, we must still recognize 
the importance of these ancient words: 
“Im Eshkachech Yerushalayim...If I 
forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning.” 

Today, Israel is still under siege, 
surrounded by enemies, be they coun-
tries or terrorist groups funded by Iran 
or brutal butcherers like ISIS, Hamas 
or Hezbollah. 

Connect with Israel, plan to visit 
and show your support, recognize that 
Israel is in your Jewish DNA. Defend 
Israel with your words or with your 
right hand if need be.

Let’s all do what we can to meet 
the challenges that confront us today. 
Whether facing the “spiritual” siege of 
assimilation, or the “physical” siege 
of facing real and deadly enemies that 
wish our destruction, let’s remember 
we’re the future of the Jewish people. 
Israel is part of our Jewish soul, our 
Neshama. When Israel is under siege, 
we’re all under siege. The struggle of 
the nation of Israel and the Jewish peo-
ple is yours, mine and ours. May we 
never forget where we came from, who 
we are and where we’re going together. 
This year, as we commemorate Asarah 
BeTevet, may we all be reminded that 
we are one voice, one heart, one song, 
and we are strong. Am Yisrael Chai.
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.

n Rabbi 
    Lawrence
    Dermer
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Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
January     3:    5:30
January  10:    5:35
January  17:    5:40
January  24:    5:46
January  31:    5:51
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Results of  
a recent  
national     
survey of 

25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
making a     

difference in the 
lives of families 
raising Jewish 

children.. 

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
December proved to be an exciting 
time for us at Temple Judea Religious 
School. The students were firmly in 
holiday mode, which made for great 
timing for our special programs. It 
seems that as soon as the calendar page 
turned, the excitement began. 

On Sunday, December 8, our elder 
students and families participated in a 
tallit and tefillin presentation, and com-
pleted their custom tallitot by learning 
how to tie tzitzit. They also learned the 
brachot for both tallit and tefillin. 

On December 13, we held our Tot 
Shabbat program and our first religious 
school Shabbat program of the year (a 
long day for me). The toddlers enjoyed 
a story by Rabbi Marc Sack and col-

ored foldable dreidels. 
Later, our religious 
school students led the 
service alongside Rabbi 

Sack. It was great to see the children 
showcase their synagogue skills. 

On Sunday, December 15 we held 
our Chanukah festivities in a combined 
program with the Jewish Federation 
of Lee and Charlotte Counties and PJ 
Library. It was an exciting event filled 
with stories, games and Chanukah 
crafts. The children had a lot of fun 
with the dreidel scavenger hunt, and 
made menorahs from clay, but were 
most excited about cookie decorating 
and cooking latkes. 

In January we will celebrate a pair 
of Bar Mitzvahs, and participating in a 
service day at the Jewish Federation. 

If you are interested in any of our 
religious school or toddler program-
ming, or would like to volunteer for 
our programs, please contact me at 
239.433.0201 or tjswfledu@gmail.com.

DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! 
 

SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in  

Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

 

More information,     
contact Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

BBYO happenings
By Jessica Zimmerman, Associate Regional Dir., North Florida Region

Fort Myers BBYO teens came to-
gether with teens from all over 
North Florida Region (NFR) 

for FallCon (Fall Convention) in El-
lenton on November 15-17. FallCon 

included teen-led 
Jewish education 
and identity pro-
gramming over 
the course of three 
days. We celebrat-
ed Shabbat, gath-
ered around the 
bonfire for smores, 
learned about Jew-

ish identity and culture globally, par-
ticipated in AZAA and BBGG sports  
programming, and so much more. 
What truly made convention so unique 
is the diversity of teens represented 
throughout our region and their mutual 
passion for exploring what Judaism 
means to them. 

With all this talk about conven-
tion, you might be thinking, when is 
the next convention and how can I 
participate in the fun? Well, lucky for 
you, NFR’s next regional convention, 
MIT/AIT LTI (Member in Training/

Aleph in Training Leadership Training 
Institute) takes place the weekend of 
January 17-19. MIT/AIT LTI not only 
provides leadership training to all teens 
in attendance, it also specifically looks 
to welcome new members to the fold 
with designated programming to intro-
duce them to BBYO. Reach out to me 
directly if you are interested in joining 
Fort Myers BBYO at convention.

On the horizon we have J-Serve, 
BBYO’s international day of service, 
on Sunday, February 2. Naples and 
Fort Myers BBYO will take part in 
the Touchdown Run 5k. We will run to 
raise awareness for the Children’s Can-
cer Network, NFR’s stand up cause for 
2019-20. Join us at 6:15 a.m. at North 
Collier Regional Park in Naples. You 
can register in advance by going to bit.
ly/touchdownbbyo.

Fort Myers BBYO is in the process 
of preparing its Spring Term Calendar. 
To be added to our email list and re-
ceive updates about BBYO program-
ming, email me at jesszimmerman@
bbyo.org. I hope to hear from you and 
welcome you to Fort Myers BBYO. 

Jessica Zimmerman

North Florida Region BBYO gathered for a group photo at FallCon

BBGs (B’Nai Brith Girls) of NFR at FallCon

Read the current and recent issues of L’CHAYIM 
online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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JEWISH WAR VETERANS
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400

(239) 246-3151
Eryka Aptaker
November was quite a busy month for 
our Post. For the last several years, we 
have been participating in an event 
known as Price & Patriotism, which 
combines Patriotism and the Arts for 
students in elementary school all the 
way up to seniors in high school. The 
program was held at the Barbara B. 
Mann and is a non-profit organization 
which has been around for 13 years.

Each year, they create a Veterans 
Day program born of an advocacy for 
the arts and love of country. They dis-
play “pride” in our students’ artistic 
talents on a patriotic theme with the 
presence of our veterans who have af-
forded students the opportunity to ex-
press themselves in a free country. This 
year’s theme was the end of WWI, also 
known as the signing if the Treaty of 
Versailles. It was amazing to be a part 
of this event and to see and talk with 
these talented young people. We en-
joyed performances by a high school  
a cappella choir as well as an orchestra 
and marching band. What a wonderful 
treat! There were different categories 
for each grade level, and the top three 
competing students in each category 
were presented with awards. On stage, 
there was a teacher, a JROTC cadet, a 
presenter and, of course, the student.

Our next activities took us to Vet-
erans Day. On the evening of Novem-
ber 8, we attended a service at Temple 
Beth El in honor and acknowledge-
ment of Veterans Day. Our Command-
er, Harvey Charter, was asked to speak. 
We had a nice turnout in representation 
of our Post and were present for a Bar 
Mitzvah which took place that evening. 
On November 10, we had participation 
in the Veterans Day Parade, which took 

place in Downtown Fort 
Myers. In the lead car 
was Commander Harvey 
Charter with our Post 
mascot Sgt. Bogie. (I still 

don’t know who was driving!) Along 
with our Commander were Sr Vice 
Commander Bob Ruberto and new 
members Andy & Maxine Kaufman. 
Andy is a Vietnam veteran. Follow-
ing in the second car was our very own 
Bert Kurland, a WWII veteran and an 
outstanding individual. 

We are very blessed to have WWII 
veterans in our group. At our past meet-
ing, we had four of our WWII veter-
ans in attendance: Bert Kurland, Herb 
Marks, Hy Tuchman and Sid Harris. 
It’s wonderful to see the comradery 
among them.

Our next “traditional” meeting will 
be on Sunday, January 26. Our meet-
ings are held monthly, on a Sunday, 
at the Jewish Federation building at 
9:30 a.m. Come join this wonderful 
and committed group as we engage 
in bagels and cream cheese and great 
conversation. To become a member, or 
if you have questions, contact Com-
mander Harvey Charter at hbcharter@
aol.com or 239.246.3151.

The Jewish War Veterans, founded 
in 1896, is the oldest continuing vet-
erans organization in America. We are 
challenged in the pursuit of new mem-
bers to keep our organization alive. 
With the loss of many of our WWII 
veterans, we are striving to have mem-
bers of our younger generation(s) join 
and show support to the JWV. We have 
a Patron membership for non-veterans. 
If your family members were veterans, 
think about honoring their memory 
by joining JWV Post 400. I joined in 
honoring the memory of my father, a 
Korean War veteran. Best decision I 
have ever made. This group has been 
a blessing, and some of the members 
have become like family to me.

At the Veterans Day Parade: Andy & Maxine Kaufman, Ed Drucker, Commander Harvey Charter 
and Sgt. Bogie, Sr. Vice Commander Bob Ruberto and Bert Kurland

DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! 
 

SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in  

Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

 

More information,     
contact Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

Beautiful, amenity-rich community thoughtfully designed for great living
Exceptional dining program presented by Executive Chef

Daily social calendar focused on wellness, friendship and fun
Compassionate and highly trained staff available 24 hours a day

Studios, One-Bedroom and One Bedroom Deluxe with Den and Two Baths

A MERIDIAN SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

S U P P O R T I V E  I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G  ·  ASS I ST E D  L I V I N G  ·  E XC LU S I V E  M E M O RY  C A R E

WELCOME CENTER: (239) 215-1467  · 2565 Liberty Park Drive, Suite 6108 · Cape Coral, Florida 33909

www.atriumatlibertypark.com

ASSISTED LIVING LIC # PENDING 

Pre-Open Special!  First Residents Save Big. 
Top-Tier Membership Going Fast! Call Today: (239) 215-1467

CHARTER
RESIDENT

PROGRAM

- BE A MEMBER -

Welcome Home to 

Elevated  Senior Living 
Now Accepting Reservations for:

Supportive Independent Living, Assisted Living, or Memory Care

Pride & Patriotism presenters from Post 400 with students and their teachers

Bert Kurland at the Veterans Day Parade
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HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 963-9347
Community programs 
commemorate 75th anniversary 
of liberation of Auschwitz
Ida Margolis
January 27 is designated by the United 
Nations General Assembly as Interna-
tional Holocaust Remembrance Day. 
On the afternoon of January 27, 1945, 
Allied troops entered Auschwitz con-
centration camp, liberating the 7,500 
prisoners still living, discovering the 
corpses of 600 more and the ashes of 
another 1.1 million. Since 2005, the 
UN has held commemoration ceremo-
nies to mark the anniversary of the lib-
eration of Auschwitz-Birkenau and to 
honor the memory of the six million 
Jewish victims of the Holocaust and 
millions of other victims of Nazism. 

This day is also designated as 
a date to promote Holocaust educa-
tion throughout the world. The United 
Nations Department of Global Com-
munications has issued the following 
statement: “2020 marks the 75th anni-
versary of the liberation of Auschwitz, 
the ending of the Second World War, 
and the ending of the Holocaust. 2020 
also marks the establishment of the 
United Nations, formed in response to 
atrocity crimes of the Holocaust and 
the Second World War, with the aim of 
building a world that is just and peace-
ful. Acknowledging the milestone year, 
the Holocaust and the United Nations 
Outreach Programme has chosen as the 

theme for Holocaust edu-
cation and remembrance 
in 2020, ‘75 years after 
Auschwitz - Holocaust 
Education and Remem-

brance for Global Justice.’ The theme 
reflects the continued importance, 75 
years after the Holocaust, of collective 
action against anti-Semitism and other 
forms of bias to ensure respect for the 
dignity and human rights of all people 
everywhere.”

Because of this special anniver-
sary, The Butterflies of Hope and Re-
membrance project is presenting pro-
grams throughout Southwest Florida. 

This year-long initiative is presenting 
events and educational programs to 
commemorate the 75th anniversaries of 
the end of WWII and the liberation of 
the Nazi concentration camps, and will 
promote human rights and Holocaust 
education. The name of the project was 

inspired by a poem titled “The Butter-
fly,” written in 1942 by a young man, 
Pavel Friedman, who was imprisoned 
in Theresienstadt concentration camp 
and perished in Auschwitz in 1944. 

Throughout January, South Re-
gional Library (8065 Lely Cultural 
Pkwy., Naples) will host an art exhibit 
of butterflies created by artists, commu-
nity members and students. On Friday, 
January 10 at 2:00 p.m., the library will 
screen the award-winning documenta-
ry, Not the Last Butterfly, a remarkable 
story about hope, remembrance and the 
healing power of art. On Wednesday, 
January 15 at 2:00 p.m., the library will 

host a discussion of Alyson Richman’s 
historical novel The Lost Wife. RSVP 
at CollierLibrary.org/events.

Because January 27 is International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, remem-
brances will take place throughout that 
weekend. During most Shabbat ser-

vices that weekend, there will be some 
mention of this special anniversary. On 
Sunday, January 26 at 2:00 p.m., a ma-
jor program will be presented, which 
includes a film, a concert and a special 
guest. There will be a screening of The 
Boys of Terezin, which shows how five 
Holocaust survivors, a boy choir and a 
chamber music group unite to tell the 
story of the secret concentration camp 
journal. The Boys of Terezin was pro-
duced by Music of Remembrance and 
premiered in May 2011 at the Frye Art 
Museum in Seattle. After the film, mu-
sicians will present a performance of 
selections featured in the film, and a 
very special guest is scheduled to ap-
pear. This program takes place at Tem-
ple Shalom, 4630 Pine Ridge Road, 
Naples. 

An additional remarkable film will 
be presented on Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, Monday, January 27 at 
2:00 p.m. at the Holocaust Museum & 
Cohen Education Center, 975 Imperial 
Golf Blvd., Naples. The film, Defiant 
Requiem, which will be of great inter-
est to both history and music buffs, 
chronicles how six decades after the 
brilliant conductor Rafael Schacter 
taught Verdi’s Requiem to prisoners in 
Theresienstadt concentration camp, a 
new choir returned to the same spot to 
highlight this story of the courage and 
resilience of the human spirit. RSVP 
for these films at www.HMCEC.org.

For more information about these 
events and about the local second-gen-
eration group, email genshoahswfl@
gmail.com.

Remembrance and butterflies
Diane Schwartz
Remembrance is about Pavel Friedma-
nn, author of the poem “The Butterfly” 
written while imprisoned in There-
sienstadt and subsequently transferred 
to Auschwitz where he perished. It is 
about the millions of people – children, 
parents, grandparents and extended 
families and dear friends – who lost their 
lives in the Holocaust.

While we move forward in our 
lives, we can get so focused in the now 
that we ignore or forget important events 
or milestones in the past. Sometimes we 
think that large-stage world events mean 
nothing to us personally.

There is a huge “but” in all of that. 
The personal aspects of identity are the 
subjects of many books and studies, 
not just for Jews, but for all people who 
identify as a part of a particular group. 

As Jews, it is a rich story of deter-
mination and faith which, over time, 
has led us as a people to create a very 
meaningful story overall as well as 
individually.

We also know that the history of 
our people includes acts of prejudice, 
persecution and genocide. However, we 
have been recognized around the world 
for wonderful achievements as well.

So, how do we put history in a place 
where it can be revered, admired and 
built upon so we don’t drown in the pain 
and sorrow of the evil that one human 
being or group can do to another?

The answer for many is to move 
forward but to never forget what evil has 
lived in our world. We need to live in 
the present, plan for the future and also 
save a place in our hearts and minds for 
remembrance.

Hadassah, founded in 1912, before 
there was an Israel, evolving over these 
107 years means building vital medical 
and social programs which supported 
and support the development of the State 
of Israel. In the current times, it also 
means developing meaningful activities 

and programs here in our 
American communities 
through local chapters.

It means educating 
ourselves, our children 
and grandchildren of the 

importance of having a sense of history 
and the deep feeling of what it means 
to be Jewish, in all its iterations, here 
in America.

Education is a key to remembrance. 
Through many wonderful Jewish or-
ganizations, including Hadassah, and 
houses of worship, our Jewish story is 
told, valued and, hopefully, finds a place 
in our hearts.

Hadassah believes in remembering 
and elevating the history of the Jewish 
people. To that end, Hadassah has joined 
in support with the Butterflies of Hope 
and Remembrance project dedicated to 
promoting Holocaust education via a 
year-long commemoration of the 75th 
anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi 
concentration camps.

Why do we and should we care 
about this? In a time when anti-Semi-
tism is on the rise and white nationalists 
boldly march and rally in our cities, 
when Jews are targeted and massacred 
in our houses of worship, we must 
remember and work to ensure Never 
Again!

Hadassah’s support of Holocaust 
education also includes the endorsement 
and active outreach to our congres-
sional representatives and senators to 
secure endorsement and passage of the 
bipartisan bill, The Never Again Educa-
tion Act (H.R. 943 & S. 2085), which 
would fund Holocaust and anti-hate 
education grants to support educational 
institutions offering classes, resources, 
teacher training and student field trips. 
Add your voice to this effort and urge 
your representatives and senators to 
support these bills.

Those of us in Hadassah, while 
focused on building and growing our 
programs in America and Israel, also 
vow to Never Forget!

For more information about Ha-
dassah, contact me at 732.539.4011 or 
dianepschwartz@gmail.com.

Save the Date:
 X Thursday, January 16: Hadassah Presents… A Book Reading: We Are Going 

to be Lucky: A World War II Love Story in Letters – contact Debbie Kaprove 
at dkaprove@hotmail.com or 860.558.3331, or Dale Hackerman  
at dhackerman@comcast.net or 609.828.3766

 X Thursday, January 23: Installation of Officers and Fashion Show by 
Rebecca’s – contact Elyse Morande at amorande@aol.com or 239.498.0623

 X Monday, February 3: Annual Mahjong, Card & Game Day – for reservations, 
contact Carol Weisberg at carolw@tetragonia.com

 X Tuesday, February 27: Hadassah Presents…ART TALK/Marc Chagall 
with Joan Jacobs – contact Debbie Kaprove at dkaprove@hotmail.com 
or 860.558.3331, or Dale Hackerman at dhackerman@comcast.net or 
609.828.3766

 X Monday, March 16: Spring Luncheon featuring That’s Entertainment with 
vocalist Carolann Sanita – contact Elyse Morande at amorande@aol.com  
or 239.498.0623

Hadassah supports Butterflies 
of Hope and Remembrance
The Collier/Lee Chapter of Hadassah, 
building on its long support and advo-
cacy on behalf of Holocaust education, 
proudly supports the Butterflies of Hope 
and Remembrance project dedicated to 
promoting Holocaust education via a 
year-long commemoration of the 75th 
anniversary of the end of WWII and 
the liberation of the Nazi concentration 
camps.

It is vital that all of us in the Jewish 
community follow Elie Wiesel’s sage 
advice. He urged that only in remember-

ing what happened to us, can the world 
assure that it will not happen to others.”

In the photo below: Presented at 
a recent meeting is a mixed medium 
painting of butterflies created by artist 
Wendi Israelite for Hadassah’s gift to 
the project. Accepting Hadassah’s gift, 
which will be on public display in Janu-
ary at the Collier Library, are Ida Mar-
golis, Chair of GenShoah SWFL and 
Collier County Representative for the 
Butterflies of Hope and Remembrance 
Project; Diane Schwartz, President of 
Collier/Lee Hadassah; and artist Wendy 
Israelite.

Butterflies made by 8th grade students who read the poem “The Butterfly” by Pavel Friedmann

HAZAK 55+ CHAPTER 
at Temple Judea

(239) 433-0201
Temple Judea’s active HAZAK 55+ 
Chapter is a chartered member of the 
United Synagogue of Conservative Ju-
daism. HAZAK Chapters are for sin-
gles and couples. Membership in the 
organization is open to the community. 
Join HAZAK and meet new friends. 
It’s an organization that enables mem-
bers to meet and socialize with each 
other. Our monthly programs vary in 
nature.

Join HAZAK on Thursday, Janu-

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.
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JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
Jewish history as a response
to divisiveness and abuse
Marina Berkovich
Golda Meir, my favorite historical 
and political figure (and not only be-
cause she and I were born in the same 
anti-Semitic city), famously said, “One 
cannot and must not try to erase the 
past merely because it does not fit the 
present.”

But who really determines what 
fits the present and who leads Jews in 
that determination? Separated by dif-
ferences and traditions of the Diaspora, 
gradations of religious and political 
affiliations and allegiances, at times it 
seems that the only unifying factor as 
far as we are concerned is their, and by 
they, I mean anti-Semites and their ha-
tred toward us. They do not separate. 
To them we are all one.

Throughout history, they varied 

and, most probably, we 
reacted responsively to 
their persecution of us, 
frequently making mis-
takes that in hindsight 

could have been averted, had we had 
foresight. I personally believe that the 
response to anti-Semitism is rooted 
in the understanding of history, and 
the best armor against it is indivisible 
unity. Why do I believe that? I have 
been taking lessons from Golda and 
other female Jewish leaders over the 
last four decades. That is all the years 
I have been permitted to be who I am. 
Before then, the history of our people 
and my particular birthplace tabooed 
me from such lessons. What one draws 
from lessons of history is always one’s 
business. The conclusions will depend 
on personal beliefs and the desire to 
engage, absorb, grow and impart. Each 
of us can be flooded with history and 
ignore its messages and lessons. It is 
our choice.

Personally, I’d rather learn from 
the history of others than volunteer 

my body for the next pyre. That is the 
lesson I strive to impart the most. But 
people with happier birthplaces are 
more optimistic.

January is Florida Jewish History 
Month. Marcia Jo Zerivitz is a Jew-
ish Historian extraordinaire. She will 
be coming to Naples as a guest of the 
Jewish Historical Society of SWFL to 
speak about her most favorite topic – 
Florida Jewish History – on Monday, 
January 6 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in 
the Naples Daily News Community 
Room. Why is it important that you at-
tend? Wherever you hail from, what-
ever your story, whether you want it or 
not, you are a Jewish Floridian. Even 
if you just winter here. Even if you 
come from Canada, Germany or Rus-
sia. Make a dedicated effort to learn the 
colorful and complex history of Flori-
da’s Jews from the founding executive 
director of the Jewish Museum of Flor-
ida-FIU. It is a rare opportunity and we 
are pleased to be joined by the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Naples in bring-
ing Marcia Jo Zerivitz to commemo-
rate Florida Jewish History Month 
with us. It was Ms. Zerivitz’s work 
that propelled the State of Florida to 

this designation. She is the exact kind 
of Jewish female leader from whom I 
take lessons. 

Tickets are $10 for JHSSWF 
members, and $15 for non-members. 
They must be purchased in advance at  
JHSSWF.org or Eventbrite.com, or by 
mailing a check, payable to JHSSWF 
(must be received by December 31). 
Phone in to pay by credit card. See 
contact information below.

To pre-order tickets to JHSSWF’s 
10th Anniversary Celebration with Na-
ples Mayor Bill Barnett, email office@
jhsswf.org.

Membership in The Jewish His-
torical Society of Southwest Florida is 
open to anyone who is interested in our 
mission of local Jewish history preser-
vation.
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

Have you  
ever thought 
about playing 

bridge ? 

Have you ever 
played bridge   

before and want  
to play again? 

Meet new 
people 

Interested?		Contact	
loriramos@jfedlcc.org 

Mentally 
stimulating 

SCHLAGER SCHLAGER & LEVIN (SS&L) provides tax advice & tax strategies services.  
Securities offered through JW Cole Financial, Inc (JWC), Member SIPC. Investment advisory services  
offered through JW Cole Advisors, Inc (JWCA). SS&L and JWC/JWCA are not affiliated entities. Neither 
JWC nor JWCA nor their representatives provide legal, tax or accounting advice. If advisors do provide 
such advice or tax strategies services, they do so in a capacity other than as a registered representative or 
investment advisor. *PFS designation is regulated by the AICPA, not a State or Federal agency.

*Personal Financial Specialist

Reina L. Schlager
CPA/PFS,* RHU

No fee charged  
for a review

We are our clients’ 
financial partner

 ( Initial Medicaid Planning

 ( Life Insurance Audits

 ( Tax Planning

 ( Long Term Care Insurance

 ( End of Life Planning

 ( Retirement Rollovers &  
Retirement Income Planning

Call Reina Today! 239-333-0490

Congratulations to the Jewish Federation for another great  
Jewish Film Festival! ~ Bob and Reina Schlager

vices that weekend, there will be some 
mention of this special anniversary. On 
Sunday, January 26 at 2:00 p.m., a ma-
jor program will be presented, which 
includes a film, a concert and a special 
guest. There will be a screening of The 
Boys of Terezin, which shows how five 
Holocaust survivors, a boy choir and a 
chamber music group unite to tell the 
story of the secret concentration camp 
journal. The Boys of Terezin was pro-
duced by Music of Remembrance and 
premiered in May 2011 at the Frye Art 
Museum in Seattle. After the film, mu-
sicians will present a performance of 
selections featured in the film, and a 
very special guest is scheduled to ap-
pear. This program takes place at Tem-
ple Shalom, 4630 Pine Ridge Road, 
Naples. 

An additional remarkable film will 
be presented on Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, Monday, January 27 at 
2:00 p.m. at the Holocaust Museum & 
Cohen Education Center, 975 Imperial 
Golf Blvd., Naples. The film, Defiant 
Requiem, which will be of great inter-
est to both history and music buffs, 
chronicles how six decades after the 
brilliant conductor Rafael Schacter 
taught Verdi’s Requiem to prisoners in 
Theresienstadt concentration camp, a 
new choir returned to the same spot to 
highlight this story of the courage and 
resilience of the human spirit. RSVP 
for these films at www.HMCEC.org.

For more information about these 
events and about the local second-gen-
eration group, email genshoahswfl@
gmail.com.

Save the Date:
 X Thursday, January 16: Hadassah Presents… A Book Reading: We Are Going 

to be Lucky: A World War II Love Story in Letters – contact Debbie Kaprove 
at dkaprove@hotmail.com or 860.558.3331, or Dale Hackerman  
at dhackerman@comcast.net or 609.828.3766

 X Thursday, January 23: Installation of Officers and Fashion Show by 
Rebecca’s – contact Elyse Morande at amorande@aol.com or 239.498.0623

 X Monday, February 3: Annual Mahjong, Card & Game Day – for reservations, 
contact Carol Weisberg at carolw@tetragonia.com

 X Tuesday, February 27: Hadassah Presents…ART TALK/Marc Chagall 
with Joan Jacobs – contact Debbie Kaprove at dkaprove@hotmail.com 
or 860.558.3331, or Dale Hackerman at dhackerman@comcast.net or 
609.828.3766

 X Monday, March 16: Spring Luncheon featuring That’s Entertainment with 
vocalist Carolann Sanita – contact Elyse Morande at amorande@aol.com  
or 239.498.0623

ing what happened to us, can the world 
assure that it will not happen to others.”

In the photo below: Presented at 
a recent meeting is a mixed medium 
painting of butterflies created by artist 
Wendi Israelite for Hadassah’s gift to 
the project. Accepting Hadassah’s gift, 
which will be on public display in Janu-
ary at the Collier Library, are Ida Mar-
golis, Chair of GenShoah SWFL and 
Collier County Representative for the 
Butterflies of Hope and Remembrance 
Project; Diane Schwartz, President of 
Collier/Lee Hadassah; and artist Wendy 
Israelite.

HAZAK 55+ CHAPTER 
at Temple Judea

(239) 433-0201
Temple Judea’s active HAZAK 55+ 
Chapter is a chartered member of the 
United Synagogue of Conservative Ju-
daism. HAZAK Chapters are for sin-
gles and couples. Membership in the 
organization is open to the community. 
Join HAZAK and meet new friends. 
It’s an organization that enables mem-
bers to meet and socialize with each 
other. Our monthly programs vary in 
nature.

Join HAZAK on Thursday, Janu-

ary 16 at 6:15 p.m. for 
dinner at the Roadhouse 
Café. Enjoy the jazz mu-
sic and wonderful food. 
RSVPs are a must by 

Thursday, January 9 to tjhazak@gmail.
com.

HAZAK Shabbat was moved to 
February. HAZAK will have a guest 
speaker and sponsor the Kiddush. 
Watch for further information.

Members of the community are al-
ways welcome to join and attend our 
programs. Dues are a moderate $10 
per year. For more information, email 
tjhazak@gmail.com or call Temple Ju-
dea at 239.433.0201. 

Stay in touch throughout the month. 
Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information 
on upcoming community 
events and cultural 
activities, breaking news, 
updates from Israel and 
lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE 
REFORM 
10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers           
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center) 
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton  
Adult Educator: Jessica Evers 
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday        
at 6:30 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi 
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
TEMPLE JUDEA 
CONSERVATIVE 
14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.            
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;            
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m. 
Early childhood education: 
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism 
 
SHALOM LIFE CENTER                 
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 
7470 Hickory Drive Fort Myers, FL 33967          
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services 7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study 10:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/
ESTERO 
ORTHODOX 
24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood 
Centre) Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by             
a Kiddush 
 

TEMPLE BETH EL 
REFORM 
16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Preschool director: Jesyca Virnig 
President: Governance Committee    
Email: governancetbe@gmail.com                                          
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235 
Web site: www.templebethel.com 
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study 
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday 
Religious & Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday 
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 
 
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
REFORM 
702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
Rabbi Devora Buchen 
President: Harvey Wolfson 
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org 
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious School: Thursday 4:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) 
 
BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS 
REFORM 
Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Barry Fulmer 
Phone: 732-780-2016 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                
 
TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE 
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS 
REFORM 
23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m. 
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
ORTHODOX 
204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by                
a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
ORTHODOX 
5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah 
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD JEWISH CENTER  
OF CAPE CORAL 
ORTHODOX 
1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
 Shalom Life Center 
   Lawrence Dermer, Spiritual Leader - 218-3433 
• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
  Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
  Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chevra Kadisha: 
  Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
  Diane Schwartz - 732-539-4011 
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
  Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
  Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services: 239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
  Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
   941-462-1330 ext. 865 
   Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
  Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
  Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 
 

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

Send updates and changes to the Jewish 
Directory below to loriramos@jfedlcc.org

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

A Happy and Healthy 2020 to all from 
everyone at Temple Judea!

Did you know that Temple Judea 
now has an evening minyan, Mondays 
through Thursdays at 5:45 p.m.? If you 
are saying Kaddish, observing a Yah-
rzeit or just want to support those who 
are, you are invited to attend. The ser-
vice only lasts about 15 minutes and 
is open to the community. The weekly 
Monday morning minyan at 9:00 a.m. 
continues as usual.

Did you know that Temple Judea 
is participating in a mitzvah project to 
provide feminine hygiene products to 
women who often can’t afford them? 
The products are given out by food 
pantries, including the Jewish Fed-
eration of Lee and Charlotte Counties 
food pantry. We encourage TJ mem-
bers to bring products to donate each 

time they come to the 
synagogue for a service 
or event.

February 23 is the 
date of Temple Judea’s 
annual fundraiser and 
celebration honoring its 

members. This year’s honorees are Dr. 
and Mrs. Sandy Cohen. The festivities 
will again be held at the Heitman house 
in downtown Fort Myers. The commit-
tee chaired by Jennifer Manekin is hard 
at work planning what promises to be 
another fun and festive event.

Chaverot members are looking 
forward to Sisterhood Shabbat sched-
uled for Saturday morning, January 
25. While women participate all year 
in Shabbat and holiday services, there 
is always something special about 
that morning. Following the service, 
Chaverot will sponsor the Kiddush 
luncheon.

Along with its new monthly “Lattes 
and Learning” program, Chaverot has 
also scheduled a night at the ballpark 
on Sunday, April 19. Chaverot has re-
served a suite at Hammond Stadium 

at the CenturyLink Sports Complex 
to watch the newly named Fort My-
ers Mighty Mussels (formerly the Fort 
Myers Miracle) play the Florida Fire 
Frogs. More information about pur-
chasing tickets will be available in the 
next issue.

Religious School is busy with a 
variety of activities. On January 19, 
students will have a Religious School 
Service Day at the Jewish Federation 
food pantry. On February 7, they will 
lead Shabbat evening services, and on 
February 19 they will enjoy a Hebrew 
Bingo Night.

Come to Tot Shabbat on Friday, 
January 10 at 5:00 p.m. There is always 
a fun activity included with the musical 
and entertaining services designed for 
toddlers and preschoolers. Following 
Tot Shabbat, Religious School students 
will lead regular Friday evening ser-
vices.

A new series of Adult Education 
classes will begin after the first of the 
year. Call the synagogue office for in-
formation about the new classes. There 
is no cost to attend.

PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Sack’s 
monthly lunchtime Torah study in Jan-
uary will be on January 9, rather than 
its usually scheduled first Thursday of 
the month. The class is held at the of-
fices of Myers & Brettholz. There is no 
cost to attend and all levels of Jewish 
background are welcome.

Our monthly service of meals at 
the Salvation Army’s Meals with Com-
passion continues. Meals are served 
on Monday evenings and volunteers 
are needed for January and February. 
If you can help, please contact Linda 
Idelson at lindaidelson@gmail.com. 
Regular scheduled events:

• Friday evening Shabbat services 
at 6:30 p.m., preceded each week 
with a wine and cheese reception 
starting at 6:15 p.m.

• Saturday morning Shabbat servic-
es at 9:30 a.m. followed by a Kid-
dush luncheon

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m. 

• Evening minyan every Monday 
through Thursday at 5:45 p.m.

Shalom Life Center is Southwest Flor-
ida’s warm and welcoming home for 
contemporary Jewish life with a pas-
sionate commitment to community and 
spiritual growth where everyone is al-
ways welcome!

We wish everyone a very happy 
(secular) New Year. 2020 promises to 
be a great year for us all and we in-
vite the entire community to join us 
on Saturday, January 18 at 6:00 p.m. 
for Havdalah & A Mitzvah & A Movie 
Night. Join us for a pizza party and a 
fun-filled evening of popcorn, soda and 
candy while we laugh and enjoy Mel 
Brooks’ History of the World, Part 1. 
Before the movie, we’ll make some-
thing together for the Golisano Chil-
dren’s Hospital – a mitzvah! The cost 
of $5 includes pizza and snacks! RSVP 
to info@shalomlifecenter.org.

Join us for our third annual SLC 
FGCU Women’s Basketball night on 
Monday, January 20 at the beautiful 
Alico Arena for a wonderful barbecue 
dinner, catered by Mission BBQ before 
the game. The cost is $37 for dinner 
and the game ticket. RSVP to info@
shalomlifecenter.org. 

In addition to our January lineup, 
SLC offers many exciting and wonder-
ful services, classes and special events.

Every Friday night at 7:30 p.m. we 
experience an uplifting, musical and 
meaningful Shabbat service followed 
by an always spectacular Oneg.

Every Saturday morning at 10:00 
a.m. SLC offers a delicious bagel & lox 

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

TEMPLE NEWSTEMPLE NEWS

Successful activities in the month of 
December included a wonderful talk by 
Rabbi A. James Rudin on Friday eve-
ning, December 13 on how Christmas 
is connected to Hanukkah. This was 
followed by our outside Hanukkah cel-
ebration on Sunday, December 22 with 
the outdoor lighting of a giant meno-

rah and an awesome con-
cert by a Klezmer band 
featuring Cantor Riselle 
Baines, sponsored by the 
Shelly & Marc Friedman 
Memorial Fund. 

We now enter the 
month of January. First and foremost, 
the concert with Cantor Azi Schwartz 
from the New York City Park Avenue 
Synagogue on Sunday, January 12 
is completely sold out. Through the 
generosity of the Sylvia and Lesleigh 
Hershkowitz Memorial Fund, bus 
transportation is being provided free 

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116
www.templeshalomfl.com

of charge from Temple Shalom to the 
Sarasota Opera House and returning to 
the temple. 

The Jewish Film Festival for the 
residents of Greater Charlotte County 
will begin on Tuesday, January 14 at 
3:00 p.m. The chairperson for the film 
festival is Odette Port. It is sponsored 
by the Sylvia and Lesleigh Hershkow-
itz Memorial fund. 

We have our lunch and learn pro-
gram on Tuesday, January 28. 

On Shabbat morning January 18, 
Jared Bagan, son of Dr. & Mrs. Mat-
thew Bagan, will be called to the Torah 
in honor of his becoming a Bar Mitz-
vah.

Yiddish 101, led by Alvin Lubiner, 
will begin in January.
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Shalom Life Center is Southwest Flor-
ida’s warm and welcoming home for 
contemporary Jewish life with a pas-
sionate commitment to community and 
spiritual growth where everyone is al-
ways welcome!

We wish everyone a very happy 
(secular) New Year. 2020 promises to 
be a great year for us all and we in-
vite the entire community to join us 
on Saturday, January 18 at 6:00 p.m. 
for Havdalah & A Mitzvah & A Movie 
Night. Join us for a pizza party and a 
fun-filled evening of popcorn, soda and 
candy while we laugh and enjoy Mel 
Brooks’ History of the World, Part 1. 
Before the movie, we’ll make some-
thing together for the Golisano Chil-
dren’s Hospital – a mitzvah! The cost 
of $5 includes pizza and snacks! RSVP 
to info@shalomlifecenter.org.

Join us for our third annual SLC 
FGCU Women’s Basketball night on 
Monday, January 20 at the beautiful 
Alico Arena for a wonderful barbecue 
dinner, catered by Mission BBQ before 
the game. The cost is $37 for dinner 
and the game ticket. RSVP to info@
shalomlifecenter.org. 

In addition to our January lineup, 
SLC offers many exciting and wonder-
ful services, classes and special events.

Every Friday night at 7:30 p.m. we 
experience an uplifting, musical and 
meaningful Shabbat service followed 
by an always spectacular Oneg.

Every Saturday morning at 10:00 
a.m. SLC offers a delicious bagel & lox 

breakfast followed by an 
interactive and partici-
patory Torah and Kab-
balah study led by Rabbi 
Lawrence Dermer with 
a focus on the relevance 
of our timeless traditions 

and bringing the ancient wisdom of To-
rah and Kabbalah into our daily lives. 

SLC also has a dynamic Women’s 
Circle that meets the second Monday 
of the month for soup, salad and soul 
led by Rebbitzen Robin Dermer with 
an emphasis on women’s spirituality 
and personal growth.

Our Men’s Group enjoys monthly 
dinner meetings and special outings, 
and is currently involved in a holiday 
toy drive to benefit the Golisano Chil-
dren’s Hospital

Our Yiddish Culture Club gathers 
the fourth Monday of the month for 
laughter, learning and lunch. 

Our Exodus study group meets 
for monthly discussion exploring the 
themes and interpretation of Exodus 
chapter by chapter using the book Exo-
dus G-d, Slavery and Freedom by Den-
nis Prager. 

SLC also offers a Book Club, Mah-
jong, Canasta, Choir, religious learn-
ing and Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation 
as well as many other opportunities to 
enhance your Jewish life and learning, 
and further your involvement in com-
munity service while making friends in 
a warm and welcoming community.

For more information on all our 
inspiring services, classes, great activi-
ties, concerts and other upcoming spe-
cial events, visit www.shalomlifecen 
ter.org, email info@shalomlifecenter.
org or call 239.218.3433. 

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

All of us at Temple Beth Shalom wish 
all of you a very happy (secular) new 
year, filled with health, happiness and 
success. At the same time, we mourn 
the numerous members we lost last 
year, including Rabbi Devora Buchen’s 
beloved husband (is there a male ver-
sion of rebbitzin?).

2019 was a time of change for 
TBS. We revamped our religious 
school, added new activities, updated 
our announcements and are working 
on a new website. We made plans to 
bring our congregation and activities 
up to date and expand our horizons. We 
plan to be more involved in the greater 
Jewish community and in the Jewish 
Federation, as well as the broader com-
munity around us.

December was a mix of traditional 
Chanukah celebrations, latkes and Chi-
nese food. We enjoyed new activities 
like our first-ever Jewish Art Show and 
Latin American themed dinner with 
typical food from Brazil, Argentina 
and other places, as well as Latin music 
from all over including the Caribbean.

A big thank you to all the members 
who stepped up to conduct services, 
make phone calls, visit sick members 
and other duties while Rabbi Buchen 

was unable to do so. We 
hope to continue to assist 
Rabbi Buchen as she re-
turns to us after a period 
of mourning. It is a trib-
ute to both the rabbi and 
the congregation that so 

many people were willing and able to 
step up to the plate and help wherever 
necessary.

Going forward, we invite the com-
munity to join us on Thursday, January 
16 when we host the Jewish Federa-
tion’s Senior Lunch Bunch. The Lunch 
Bunch started at TBS several years ago 
and we are always pleased when it re-
turns to us. Call the Federation office if 
you would like to come. 

We also invite everyone to join 
us for our Honoree Gala on Sunday, 
January 19 at La Venezia Ballroom in 
Cape Coral. The honorees are Helene 
& Jorge Glocer and Elyse Smith. The 
honorees have not only been active in 
Temple Beth Shalom but in the Jewish 
Federation and the greater community. 
We would love to have you join us.

TBS is a very friendly, welcoming 
community. Please join us for any or all 
of our ongoing activities. Friday night 
Kabbalat Shabbat services start at 7:30 
p.m. Torah study, when is resumes, 
is at 10:30 a.m. on Saturdays, Brown 
Bag lunches are every other Wednes-
day, Bowling every other Sunday. For 
more activities, call the TBS office at 
239.772.4555. Hope to see you there.

TEMPLE NEWSTEMPLE NEWS

Rabbi Devora Buchen celebrates a Havdalah Service before the Latin American themed dinner  
to raise funds for Temple Beth Shalom

 
 
 

Sales & Use Tax Recovery,  
Audit �efense and Consul�ng 
 
Contact Ira for a FREE review of 
your Accounts Payable to see if         
you qualify for a tax refund. 

www.PegFin.com 

239-898-0332

Ira H. Zlatkin, 
CPA,MST,CFST 

 
 
 

8916 Tropical Court 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 

 
 
 

Fax: 239‐245‐8876 

 
 

Email: Ira@PegFin.com 

 

 

Specializing In:  
 

Individual Taxes    
Real Estate Agent Industry   

Small Businesses                                          
Condominium & Homeowner Associations  

Not-For-Profits 

Mindi Smedley, EA, MSAT, CAM, Notary  
 

12220 Towne Lakes Dr. #85                             
Fort Myers, FL 33913                                      

239-236-4559 Fax: 239-4033                       

mindis@gatewayaccountingtax.com 

Services:                                                                                                                            

Tax Preparation                                   

Full Charge Bookkeeping                        

Notary Services 
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TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

Temple Beth El Sisterhood sponsored 
a delightful trivia night recently. A pro-
fessional DJ entertained five teams and 
challenged people while enlightening 
us with questions from music (name 
that tune), history, geography, sports 
and more. The Maccabees team proved 
to be the brainiest of all and walked 
away with the prize. It was such an en-
tertaining and fun-filled evening that 
many attendees asked when the next 
one will be held. Watch this space for 
updates. 

We are starting off the secular new 
year with beautiful music. Erev Shab-
bat services on Friday, January 3 will 
feature guest cantor Jamie Marx, who 

will kick off our second 
annual Leslie Luzar Me-
morial Cantorial Series 
of guest cantors. “Back 
by popular demand” may 
be a cliché, but Cantor 
Marx really is back by 

popular demand. The series is free and 
open to the community.

Sylvia Simko will present “The 
History of the Jews of Argentina” on 
Wednesday, January 15 at 11:00 a.m. 
in the TBE library. Unlike our regular 
Jewish Hispanophone Group meetings, 
this presentation will be in English. 
For more information, please contact 
Rachelle at luna@exis.net. This event 
is free and open to the community.

Always edifying, TBE’s winter 
lecture series with Gerald Ziedenberg 
is back. A historian, lecturer, author 
and winter resident, Gerry is returning 
to Temple Beth El to present his popu-
lar lecture series. The community is in-

vited to attend, free of charge, to learn 
about history through lectures, discus-
sions and films. Mark your calendars 
for Monday evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 
p.m. from January 6 through March 9. 
Topics for this winter’s series include:

 � January 6 and 13: A two-part lec-
ture about a Jewish family’s jour-
ney through the 20th century. One 
group stays in Eastern Europe 
while another emigrates to Pales-
tine to help found a country. The 
third goes to the U.S. and estab-
lishes two successful businesses. 

 � January 20: Guest speaker Thomas 
Eastwood discusses “Influential 
Speeches of WWII.” 

 � January 27: The story of the assas-
sination of Yitzhak Rabin and how 
it changed Israeli history forever. 

 � February 3: Blessed is the Match, 
a DVD about the life and death of 
Hannah Senesh, Israel’s greatest 
heroine. 

 � February 10: The life story of Ehud 
Barak, Israel’s most decorated sol-
dier. 

 � February 17: The trial of Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg. 

 � February 24: The capture and trial 
of Adolf Eichmann. 

 � March 2: In Search of Peace, a 

DVD about the story of Israel from 
1948-1967. 

 � March 9: Six Days in June, 1967, a 
DVD about the war that redefined 
the Middle East.
Join us for Mitzvah Day, Sunday, 

January 26, our annual day of com-
munity service. On Mitzvah Day our 
entire congregation and our friends 
perform mitzvot and engage in tikkun 
olam. We’ll start with a bagel breakfast, 
and then, driven by our shared Jewish 
values, we’ll engage in projects for 
every age and interest. New this year 
will be a beach cleanup, CPR and AED 
class, creating welcome packages for 
families entering an emergency shelter, 
and more. We welcome your ideas and 
suggestions as we prepare projects to 
include everyone. We need your input 
now. Contact the Mitzvah Committee 
at tbemitzvahcommittee@gmail.com. 
Signup Genius will be your online tool 
for event registration and for donat-
ing resources. Email blasts will inform 
you when Signup Genius is ready for 
you to use. Be a part of building tikkun 
olam programs for social caring, social 
action and social justice to benefit our 
congregation, our Southwest Florida 
community, and to strengthen our bond 
with Israel.

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Rabbi Bruce Diamond and the people 
of The Community Free Synagogue 
extend the deepest sympathies to Rabbi 
Devora Buchen and her family on the 
death of her beloved husband Dr. Irv 
Buchen. Hamaqom yenahem etkhem.

Mazel tov C.F.S.ers Ashlie Coplein 
and David Bogner on their Thanksgiv-
ing Day engagement. Everyone is shar-
ing in their joy!

C.F.S. welcomes FGCU student 
Eric Swartz to our Musical 
Ensemble. A junior trumpet 
major at the Bower School 
of Music, Eric brings his 
polished talents to our wor-
ship and celebrations in ful-
fillment of his fall Capstone 
and spring internship re-
quirements.

The congregation is also 
delighted that flutist Abigayl 
Bernikal, daughter of Traci 
and Lee Pavel, has joined our C.F.S. 
Musical Ensemble alongside veteran 

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(732) 780-2016
www.batyam.org

The new year 2020 rings with a cer-
tain symmetry at least for our math-
ematicians. As expected, this new year 
promises to be busy at Bat Yam with 
varied activities of a religious and sec-
ular nature gladly shared with the com-
munity.

On Saturday mornings, Rabbi Ste-
phen Fuchs teaches Hebrew reading 
from 9:00 to 9:30 a.m. From 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m., Rabbi Fuchs offers com-
mentary on the Bible. At 10:30 a.m., a 
congregant or guest presents on a topic 
of interest. At 10:30 a.m. on January 4, 
Alan Lessack will talk about “Ethio-
pian Jews: Fulfilling their Dream of 
Becoming Israelis;” on January 11, 
Gil Mann will be the presenter, topic 
TBD; Lewis Schneider on January 18 
will speak about “Death, Immortal-

SNOWBIRDS, 
newspapers don’t fly… 
however, your  
address will! 

    Coming South? 
         

Don’t forget to contact us with      
your change of address to             

continue receiving L’CHAYIM. 

 

Send address changes to: 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org 

or call: 239.481.4449 ext-4 
 

      Safe Travels 
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Center for Judaic, Holocaust,  
and Genocide Studies

Dedicated to educating all sectors of society about  
Jewish civilization, the Holocaust, and genocide through:
• scholarship
• outreach
• inquiry
• sharing knowledge
• preserving the record
• helping teachers
• encouraging students

Visit www.fgcu.edu/hc/
Dr. Paul Bartrop, Director

    

NEEDED TO LABEL  ’CHAYIM 
JOIN US for coffee, bagels and the simple satisfaction 
that comes from meeting and making friends with   
other volunteers, as we help keep thousands of local 
readers  informed about local, national and interna-
tional Jewish news.  

Call Debbie Sanford 481.4449 ext. 4 to add 
your name to the phone list. Each month we 
will call to confirm the mailing date and you 
can let us know if you are available to help 
label L’CHAYIM. 

Time: 9:30 A.M.
Thursday, January 23, 2020 
Monday, February 24, 2020 

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com
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COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Rabbi Bruce Diamond and the people 
of The Community Free Synagogue 
extend the deepest sympathies to Rabbi 
Devora Buchen and her family on the 
death of her beloved husband Dr. Irv 
Buchen. Hamaqom yenahem etkhem.

Mazel tov C.F.S.ers Ashlie Coplein 
and David Bogner on their Thanksgiv-
ing Day engagement. Everyone is shar-
ing in their joy!

C.F.S. welcomes FGCU student 
Eric Swartz to our Musical 
Ensemble. A junior trumpet 
major at the Bower School 
of Music, Eric brings his 
polished talents to our wor-
ship and celebrations in ful-
fillment of his fall Capstone 
and spring internship re-
quirements.

The congregation is also 
delighted that flutist Abigayl 
Bernikal, daughter of Traci 
and Lee Pavel, has joined our C.F.S. 
Musical Ensemble alongside veteran 

flutist Laurie McCon-
ville. Abi was called to 
Torah for the first time as 
a Bat Mitsvah in 2017.

Many thanks to all 
those who help make our 
Community Free Hanu-

kah celebration a high point of each 
year’s calendar. To David Schwartz for 
designing and building our new out-
door Grand Metro Menorah; to Sharon 
Boyd, Natalie Fulton and Traci Pavel 
for getting out the invitation letters; 
to Auxiliary Rabbi Terri Goldberg for 
taking the reservations; to Cohen and 
Cohen Caterers for the gourmet latkes 
and quiches; to Marvin Goetz for pre-
paring the fresh fruit salad; to Barbara 

Lubich and Victor Gold 
for baking the special 
Hanukah suphganiyot-
style cakes; and to the 
Musical Ensemble for 
leading a spirited Ha-
nukah sing-along.

Congratulations to 
Kathryn Ferrer, called 
to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitsvah in December. 
And heartfelt thanks 

to Auxiliary Rabbi Thomas Meiss for 
preparing her!

The next C.F.S. Brownbag Movie 
Night is at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Jan-
uary 16, and features the 1987 Catskills 
classic Dirty Dancing, starring Patrick 
Swayze, Jennifer Grey and Jerry Or-
bach. Pack a dinner. Admission and 
soft drinks are free.

Each Friday evening at 6:30 p.m., 
The Community Free Synagogue 
serves a traditional Sabbath dinner. 
It is free and reservations are never 
required. At 7:30 p.m. the Sabbath is 
welcomed with prayer and song. A cof-
fee hour follows worship.

Every Saturday morning at 9:30 
a.m., C.F.S. offers a light breakfast 
followed by a lively discussion of 
the week’s Torah portion with Rabbi 
Diamond until 11:30 a.m., when the 
Mourner’s Qaddish is recited. 

Celebrating its 15th year, The Com-
munity Free Synagogue is an indepen-
dent “no labels” open Jewish commu-
nity congregation which does not sell 
memberships. All C.F.S. activities are 
free and open to all. The synagogue is 
comfortably supported through volun-
teerism and voluntary donations.

C.F.S. is guided by Rabbi Bruce 
Diamond, D.D., now in his 23rd year 
in Fort Myers. He is assisted by Aux-
iliary Rabbis Thomas Meiss and Terri  
Goldberg, and Lay Cantors Richard 
McConville and Traci Pavel. 

C.F.S. meets at the Southwest 
Florida Masonic Center, 10868 Metro 
Parkway, Fort Myers. For additional 
information, visit the C.F.S. website at 
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com or call 
239.466.6671.

TEMPLE NEWSTEMPLE NEWS

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(732) 780-2016
www.batyam.org

The new year 2020 rings with a cer-
tain symmetry at least for our math-
ematicians. As expected, this new year 
promises to be busy at Bat Yam with 
varied activities of a religious and sec-
ular nature gladly shared with the com-
munity.

On Saturday mornings, Rabbi Ste-
phen Fuchs teaches Hebrew reading 
from 9:00 to 9:30 a.m. From 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m., Rabbi Fuchs offers com-
mentary on the Bible. At 10:30 a.m., a 
congregant or guest presents on a topic 
of interest. At 10:30 a.m. on January 4, 
Alan Lessack will talk about “Ethio-
pian Jews: Fulfilling their Dream of 
Becoming Israelis;” on January 11, 
Gil Mann will be the presenter, topic 
TBD; Lewis Schneider on January 18 
will speak about “Death, Immortal-

ity and Resurrection in 
Judaism;” on January 
25, we are privileged to 
have Maestro Nir Kaba-
retti educate us about 
“The Conductor and the 
Orchestra Musicians.” 

Jewish current events begins at 11:30 
a.m., led by Leonard Minsky. Vickie 
Fuchs is coordinator of programming 
for Adult Education.

The next Grief Support meeting 
is January 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the library 
(second floor) of the Sanibel Congre-
gational UCC. It is a safe space to 
discuss feelings from loss and is open 
to the community. Questions may be 
addressed to Dr. Ellen Feingold at 
302.345.7187.

Joint classes will be taught by Rab-
bi Fuchs and Reverend John Danner on 
Wednesdays, January 8, 15 and 22 at 
10:00 a.m. and repeated at 7:00 p.m. 
The classes will focus on important  
issues from the Book of Esther read 
on Purim. Some of the topics will be 
the status and treatment of women, the 

pernicious phenomenon of prejudice, 
the absence of any mention of G-d in 
the story, and the question of our des-
tiny as human beings.

Rabbi Paul Citrin, a friend of both 
Rabbi Fuchs and Cantor Murray Si-
mon, is returning to Bat Yam on Friday, 
January 17 when he will deliver the 
sermon. He will lead the 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. session on Saturday, January 18.

The Shared Scholar Lecture will 
take place on Sunday, January 26 at 
3:00 p.m., and the Shared Scholar 
Seminar is set for Monday, January 27 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The Shared 
Scholar will be Dr. Mary Evelyn Tuck-
er. Dr. Tucker is a Senior Lecturer 
and Research Scholar at Yale Univer-
sity where she has appointments in the 
School of Forestry and Environmental 
Studies, the Divinity School and the 
Department of Religious Studies. She 
teaches in the joint MA program in re-
ligion and ecology, and directs the Fo-
rum on Religion and Ecology at Yale 
with her husband John Grim. 

Dr. Ellen Feingold and Paula 

Raboy co-chaired a wonderful, tasty 
Chanukah celebration on December 
22. Members of our host church, the 
Sanibel Congregational UCC, were 
invited and decided to try the holiday 
goodies.

Save the date, Sunday, March 1 at 
4:00 p.m., because once again there 
will be a spectacular 3 Cantors and a 
Pastor concert featuring Cantors Mur-
ray Simon, Rachel Brook and Elizabeth 
Shammash with Pastor John Danner.

We extend best wishes for a 
healthy and peaceful 2020 to all our 
Bat Yam family and friends. With the 
cold weather up north, we expect to 
have everyone together again at Bat 
Yam on Sanibel very soon.

Bat Yam services and classes are in 
Fellowship Hall (second floor – stairs 
or elevator) on the campus of the Sani-
bel Congregational UCC at 2050 Peri-
winkle Way on Sanibel. Members of 
the community, guests and visitors are 
always welcome to join with congre-
gants.

LOVELOVELOVELOVELOVELOVE

FORT MYERS,
DANIELS

FORT MYERS,
MCGREGOR

ESTERO,
MIROMAR OUTLETS 

FORT MYERS, NAPLES
WHOLE FOODS 

NAPLES, 
TAMIAMI TRAIL

NormanLoveConfections.com
239-561-7215

withwithwith

Ultra-premium Chocolates • Decadent Desserts
Fresh Made Bakery Items • Gelato • Gifts • and More!

Every occasion is brighter with gourmet 
desserts and ultra-premium chocolate gifts by 

Norman Love Confections!

NormanLoveConfections.com

Abigayl Bernikal
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Sustainable Nation follows three individuals who are doing their 
part to bring sustainable water solutions to an increasingly 

thirsty planet.  Using solutions developed in water-poor Israel, 
they are working to change the status quo of a world where one 

in ten people lacks access to safe drinking water. 
Sustainable Nation shows how fixing global water issues is not 

only a matter of life and death, it’s the start of healing the world. 
When it comes to water, Israelis are incredible role models for 

how individuals around the world can have an impact.   

 
EEvveerryy  iinnddiivviidduuaall  hhaass  aa  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ttoo  pprrootteecctt        
tthhee  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  aanndd  eevveenn  tthhee  ssmmaalllleesstt  aaccttss  ccaann  
mmaakkee  aa  ddiiffffeerreennccee..  

MMoonnddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  2200  aatt  77::0000  PP..MM..    
Southwest Florida Community Foundation Collaboratory 

2031 Jackson St., Fort Myers  

                                  TTiicckkeettss  $$1188                                              DDeesssseerrtt  RReecceeppttiioonn  ttoo  FFoollllooww  

For tickets visit: www.jewishfederationlcc.org/outandabout                            
For more information visit: www.CaptainsForCleanWater.org 


