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We are all on the same team
By Brian Simon, Federation President

I

n late November, I attended the
first AIPAC Southwest Florida annual event at the Hyatt Coconut
Point. I attended not as a representative of Federation but as someone who
was interested to
hear the featured
speaker, Bret Stephens of The New
York Times.
Inside the conference room, I
noticed a slide on
the projector with
 Brian
a cartoon picture
Simon
of an elephant and
a donkey with boxing gloves on, staring at each other, trunk-to-snout, ready
to fight. The caption said, “AIPAC is
a bipartisan organization. Leave your
gloves at the door.”
Later in the evening, Mark Sachs,
AIPAC’s North and Central Florida
Area Director, gave a stirring talk about
the dangers of politicization – turning
every issue into a battle between “us”
and “them.” He trumpeted AIPAC’s
overwhelming bipartisan support for
bills to support Israel.
When Bret Stephens took the stage,
he imagined taking a pair of American
politicians – one from the far right

and one from the far left – on a tour
of Israel. He wanted to demonstrate to
both of his imaginary guests how Israel
lives its values and how those values
are also American values – respect for
the rule of law, care for the less fortunate and technology for defense (and
he meant defense from enemy attacks,
not merely firepower for the sake of
military might).
He pointed out that Israel is the
only country in its region to reflect
the best values of the left – respect for
the environment, respect for women’s
rights and the rights of the LGBTQ
community. He also noted, for those on
the right, that the Israeli economy improved significantly in the 1990s after
it absorbed thousands of immigrants
from the former Soviet Union. Israel,
he said, prioritizes its values before its
interests. And the country is better for
it. Stephens said America’s interests
are best served by reliable allies on the
far edges of the world.
I have to tell you, bipartisanship is
an issue close to my heart. I did not expect to hear it championed so eloquently. My concern for the U.S. is that both
the left and the right are demonizing
their political opponents, treating them
as enemies. This is harmful to our po-

litical process, to our values and to our
interests as Americans.
In the question-and-answer session after the presentation, I asked Mr.
Stephens to speak more about the importance of bipartisanship. He said if
he had the power to vet political candidates, he would ask each of them two
questions: 1) When was the last time
you changed your mind about an important subject; and 2) When was the
last time you crossed the aisle to vote
on an issue?
I’ll share one last observation. At
the start of the program, they played
the national anthem of Israel and then
of the US. The attendees stood attentively for “Hatikvah.” When the “Star
Spangled Banner” came on, people put
their hands over their hearts and sang
along. The lesson I took from this was,
that even at an event to celebrate Israel,
the attendees demonstrated their primary allegiance to the United States.
We are all on the same team. We’re
allowed our disagreements, but we
have to be able to distinguish between
a political opponent and an enemy.
Political opponents argue over power.
Enemies seek the destruction of the
other side. Israel understands the difference.

Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida
Opening Day Event—Sunday, January, 13th
4:00 P.M. Regal Belltower Stadium 20

21

Exclusive *VIP Sponsor Reception, 2:00 P.M. at Society 13499 US 41, Suite E-518, Fort Myers FL 33907

Local firefighter in Israel for
Emergency Volunteer Project

27
Friendly faces at Temple Judea
Religious School

9701 Commerce Center Court
Fort Myers, Florida 33908

Introduction to the film and Q & A with
Beverly Gray , author of Seduced by Mrs.
Robinson. The book brings to light
The Graduate’s influence on the future of
filmmaking and explores how it rocked the
late-sixties world, reflecting and changing
the era’s views of sex, work and marriage.
Ms. Gray spent nearly a decade in the film
industry as a story editor and has covered the
entertainment industry for
The Hollywood Reporter.
*Special Meet & Greet for Sponsors

When the Graduate
premiered in 1967, its
filmmakers had modest
expectations for a small,
sexy adaptation of an
obscure first novel by an
eccentric 24-year-old.
The film was a monster hit,
with an extended run in
theaters and
7 Academy Award
nominations.
To become a sponsor or for more information, please contact
Debbie Sanford 239.481.4449, ext. 4 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

POSTMASTER:
DATED RELIGIOUS
NEWS ITEMS.
TIME SENSITIVE–
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PAID
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To purchase tickets, visit:
www.jewishfederationlcc.org/JFF2019
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n November 14, I was very fortunate to have
and the nicest compliments. He wanted our commua one-on-one conversation, in my newly
nity to know how much he enjoyed his time here, that
cleaned for the occasion car, with Alon Benwe are doing a wonderful service to the Jewish come
Gurion. I thought on the ride back to his hotel at the
munity, and to keep up all the programming!
F
conclusion of the evening, “How fortunate our comHave a Happy and Healthy New Year!
munity was to welcome him
as the guest speaker at our
PaceSetters and Major Givers
event.”
Alon Ben-Gurion is the
grandson of the late prime minister of Israel, David Ben-Gurion, whom he warmly refers to
as Saba.

Alon grew up knowing full
 Debbie
i
well the greatness of his famous
Sanford
t
grandfather, which he continues to share with others
through presentations of historical and personal stoc
ries. Alon said, “It is a great opportunity to talk about
w
the man who created the State of Israel, his vision and
h
how it came to fruition.”
R
He watched his grandfather meet with world leadp
ers or rabbis at roundtable discussions on Saturday
Alon Ben-Gurion and Jerry Greenfield
d
nights, in which they’d discuss the Torah. Although
not a religious person, Alon said the Torah
gave David Ben-Gurion “a license for Eretz
Yisrael.”
Alon, who lives in New York and
works in hospitality consulting, said even
today he is constantly learning more about
his grandfather. But he said the biggest part
of David Ben-Gurion’s vision was to ensure
that Arabs and Jews could coexist.
I think our guests all enjoyed meeting
and hearing Alon speak, and the chance to
watch a relatively new film about his grandfather, Ben-Gurion, Epilogue. A special
thank you to our generous sponsor, FineMark Bank, who put out a beautiful assortment of food with a “Taste of Israel” theme.
But I was really the lucky one, to
Rozzi Osterman, Alon Ben-Gurion, Judi Roth, Linda Wein
have had the opportunity alone, to ask
Alon whatever questions I had.
So, what did we speak about?
Hmmm… let’s see. American
food, gun control, how lucky I
was to have a Jewish boyfriend,
the last event he attended was
at the old JCC I ran in Orange
County, New York, how cold it
was in New York and how much
fun he had visiting Fort Myers,
and the wonderful hospitality he
received from our board members upon his arrival. All that, in
maybe 12 minutes. Whew! He
must have been exhausted when
he exited my car and made a beeline to the hotel doors.
The next day, I received the
The event, held at FineMark Bank, included a lively Q&A session
warmest thank you from Alon

Jewish Family Services update
By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator

W

hen I began working at the Federation almost two years ago, I would receive calls
from people who needed help with housing, food, financial assistance with bills, and jobs on
a sporadic basis, about once every couple of weeks.
Now, people are reaching out to Jewish Family Services for a variety of assistance at a pace of approximately 3-4 calls a week.
Because the Federation mainly provides referrals and does not provide services, save for the food
pantry, I direct people to the agencies and organizations available to help people in need. For all of the
resources that Lee County and the City of Fort Myers
provide, and there are many services and programs
available, not everyone fits the criteria.
So many people call us as a last resort and they
are at the end of their rope, the end of the line, in
crisis. We help people regardless of background or
religion, and I can’t help but notice how profound the
gratitude is from the people we are able to help. Their
relief is palpable. Your generosity in supporting the
Indigent Fund is what ensures that the Federation is
able to help those who need it most.
Besides our association with the Harry Chapin

Food Bank, the Jewish Federation gets free non-perishable food once a month through the Midwest Food
Bank Florida Division. I literally drive my car right
into their warehouse. Volunteers follow me around
with a big pallet on which they load the items I want,
and then load everything into my car. Volunteer Larry
Epstein helps me unload everything at the Federation
office.
I’d like to thank the following volunteers for
helping in the food pantry by organizing all of the
food, packing bags, restocking shelves and keeping
everything moving along smoothly: Laurie Morris,
Judith Yevick, Laurie McConnville, Carolyn Gora,
Suzanne Orkin, Donna Cotler, Barbara Gribin.
In November, the Federation provided food for
16 households for a total of 64 people, 20 of whom
were children. Thank you for your donations big and
small. It all makes an enormous difference. It all matters. Every single item that you donate is helpful. I
kid you not. Besides their bags of food, I offered a
family of four an entire bag of condiments: ketchup,
mustard, BBQ sauce, mayonnaise, salad dressing, salt
and oil – and they could not stop looking in the bag.

For a continuously updated
calendar of events, visit
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Senior Lunch Bunch update
By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator

D

ecember’s senior luncheon
took place during Hanukkah
and I was determined that everyone have latkes. I’d like to thank
Federation volunteers Suzanne Orkin
and Karen Whitman for joining
me in making
over 300 latkes.
After a few hours,
we were oily and
smelly and we
had a lot of fun.
The only com Jodi Cohen
plaint I heard during the lunch was that the latkes were
too small. Sue me!
Temple Beth El graciously welcomed us and we were delighted to be
welcomed by Rabbi Nicole Luna and
her one-year-old daughter Iris. Cantor
Richard Bessman accompanied us on
piano as we sang Hanukkah songs. Our
delicious lunch was catered by com-

munity partner Jason’s Deli.
An enormous thank you to all of
the volunteers who work before, during and after the lunch to make sure
everyone is tended to and taken care
of. If you’d like to volunteer by driving
a senior, baking a dessert, or helping
with set-up or clean-up, please call me
at 239.481.4449 x2.
I continue to describe the free

NEXT SENIOR LUNCH BUNCH:
Thursday, January 10 at noon
The Community Free Synagogue
(in SW Florida Masonic Ctr.) 10868 Metro Pkwy., Fort Myers
RSVP by Monday, January 7 to
Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org
monthly Federation lunches as having
the feeling of a simcha, a celebration.
Newcomers are easily included into
the circle, regulars kibbitz up a storm
with each other, shy people open up,

UPCOMING FEDERATION

EVENTS

2019

JAN. 13

2019 Jewish Film Festival Opening Day Event – Jewish Film Festival, Regal
Cinemas at Bell Towers Special Guest: Author Beverly Gray, “Seduced by
Mrs. Robinson”. Feature film, “The Graduate”. Special VIP Sponsor Reception.
Sponsorship Opportunities Available.

JAN. 15 FEB. 12

Jewish Film Festival - Showings are Tuesdays & Thursdays.

FEB. 18

PJ Library - Presidents Day Fun Day

FEB. 20

Read the Book; Skype the Author - “TBD” Free and open to the community.
A light dairy dinner will be served.

FEB. 26
MAR. 5

Author Event – Alyson Richman, Lakes Library

MAR. 16

Queen Esther (Adults Only) Masquerade Ball

MAR. 28

Author Event - B.A. Shapiro, “ The Collector’s Apprentice”

Lion of Judah - Program and Speaker TBD

The Alliance for the Arts

APR. 14

PJ Library - Pre-Pesach Party

APR. 28

Yom HaShoah Event

MAY 8

Annual Meeting

STAY TUNED. MORE INFO TO FOLLOW!

3

and talkative people, well, they talk!
The lunches are a great place to meet
new people, be in community, have a
nosh and learn a little something.
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The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign provides the resources to strengthen
and enrich our Jewish community locally, in Israel and around the world.
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YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN
This year please consider making an additional campaign contribution in honor or memory of a loved one.
Because kindness is contagious, we would like to highlight your generosity in L’CHAYIM and notify personally those whom you honor.
You may choose how your generosity is noted and how we share your mitzvah with the community.

TRIBUTES
In honor of Isabel Mckinney & family
from Nancy Dickman

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your Tributes.
Please send them to Lori Ramos
at the Federation at loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
The Jewish Federation Board and Staff want to extend a

How the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties Serves
Local Jewish Education and Culture
 Community-wide Jewish Education and Culture Programs for
all ages including the Jewish Film Festival, Jewish Author
Events, Israel Celebration, Jewish genealogy, Israeli folk
dancing, social groups, etc.
 L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community
informed about local, national and international Jewish issues.
 Community Relations activities include monitoring antiSemitism and issues of separation of church and state in the
community.
 Israel Advocacy and Initiatives to strengthen local Jewish
community ties with Israel. Holocaust Education through the
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high
school students in the community.
Overseas
 Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) for full spectrum
social services to Israel and Jewish communities in 60+
countries around the world.
 Partnership 2Gether relationship with the Hadera-Eiron Region
in Israel.
Local Seniors Services
 Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facilities
for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover.
 Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program.
 Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health
and socialization.

Have an item you’d like to share?
Need to reach the editor of L’CHAYIM?
Send an email to LChayim36@gmail.com.
The Jewish Federation thanks our

GENEROUS DONORS

INDIGENT FUND
Shalom Dancers
Marty & Judy Freling
Paul & Sylvia Simko
Stuart & Toni Morgenstein
Bonnie Kasdan

Norman G. Newman
Miles & Joan Thomson
Gene & Andrea Sipe
Bette & Bob Batson
Nancy Dickman

Local Case Management Services
 Non-sectarian, individual and family outreach, information and
referral services.
 Individual life coaching and support services.
Local Emergency Services
 Food Pantry.
 Emergency financial assistance.
 Education and aid associated with natural disasters.
Local Community Services
 Support families of children with special needs.
 SAT preparatory classes for high school students.
 Volunteerism.
 Organizational Collaboration.
 Assessment and Planning.
Jewish Community Foundation
 An endowment that ensures the long-term financial base of
charitable, social and educational programs in our community.
 Needs-based college scholarships and study scholarships in
Israel.
 Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

FOOD PANTRY
Temple Beth El
Temple Judea
Shalom Life Center
Mellow Mah Jongg
Osterman family
Boni Raitt
Harry Colton
Sara & Brian Krivisky
Steve & Amy Phillips

Brian & Mindi Simon
Victor Gold
Barbara Gribin
Suzanne Orkin
Nancy & Eric Linkov
Shelly Albert
Diane Doerr
Betty & Jim Rubenstein
Michael Schiffman

The Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel Grant is available
through the Community Foundation of the Jewish
Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.

The grant may be used for travel to Israel to participate
in programs that are volunteer or educational in nature.
OUR HOPE is that these
programs will enhance
Jewish knowledge and
identity in preparation for
participation in American
Jewish life.

Together we CAN Make a Difference!

THIS GRANT is for Jewish
residents of either county
who are 25 years old or
younger and can demonstrate a financial need.
Academic standing and
community involvement
may also be considered.

For more information or an application,
visit our website at JewishFederationLCC.org.
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New Year’s greetings from The Holocaust Museum
& Janet G. and Harvey D. Cohen Education Center!
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

T

he new year is a perfect time to
look both ahead and back, like
the portrait of Janus, the Roman
deity for whom January is named. 2019
will bring exciting things – owning our
own building, the grand opening of our
new Museum with
its award-winning
design, hosting
larger groups of
students and visitors, and a robust
calendar of events.
Looking back,
2018 was a piv Susan
otal year for the
Suarez
Museum – its first
Capital Campaign was launched, it received a groundbreaking lead gift from
philanthropist Janet G. Cohen enabling
the purchase of our new location, and
we surpassed the 200,000-benchmark
number of students, teachers and visitors
impacted by our education programs
since 2001.
Update on new Museum
Congratulations to architect David
Corban, who won an award from the
American Institute of Architects SWFL

Janet Cohen and Susan Suarez
in the new Museum space

Chapter for the new Museum’s design.
Construction and exhibit design are well
underway, and the Museum hosted a
“hard hat tour” of the space for major
donors and board members.
Violins of Hope
Our annual winter fundraising event, the
“Violins of Hope Project Series,” was a
great success! We thank our wonderful
committee for their tireless work on a
great event. Project luthier Avshalom
Weinstein traveled from Israel with
several musical instruments restored
by the Project, which were played at
the sold-out “The Luncheon” event. A
quartet led by internationally-known
violinist Max Rabinovitsj performed
music composed by Jewish concentration camp prisoners. Avshalom visited
two local middle schools, sharing the
instruments’ stories with the student
musicians. The Museum also hosted
well-known musicologist Dr. James A.
Grymes, who spoke to a large audience
at Temple Shalom about his book, Violins of Hope: Violins of the Holocaust
– Instruments of Hope and Liberation in
Mankind’s Darkest Hour. The Violins of
Hope Project Museum exhibit continues
through January 18.
In Memoriam
Sadly, 2018 ended with the loss, within
a week of each other, of two important
members of our Museum family –
Holocaust Survivor and Museum Cofounder Lorie Mayer, and Holocaust
Survivor and Museum Educator Sabine
van Dam.
Lorie was a board member for
many years, designed and created the
Museum’s original exhibits, the early
Education Outreach programs and did
so many other things over the years to
help the Museum become the organiza-

tion it is today. As many people have
said, without Lorie, there would be no
Museum.
Sabine, along with her late husband,
Jacques, worked for many years as an
Educator with the Holocaust Museum

Lorie Mayer and Sabine van Dam

& Education Center. She spoke to
thousands of students and group tour
members about her experiences as a
child during the Holocaust. The play,
In Flight, written last year by Hester
Kamin and created in partnership with
the Museum and Gulfshore Playhouse,

is performed in elementary and middle
schools as an introduction to the subject
of the Holocaust.
A Memorial service will be held at
the Museum for Sabine on Thursday,
January 3 at 5:30 p.m. A date for Lorie’s
service in either January or February is
awaiting confirmation by her family. We
will keep you posted.
January 27 marks International
Holocaust Remembrance Day. The
United Nations selected this date to
remember victims and Survivors of the
Holocaust because it was the day that
Soviet troops liberated Auschwitz in
1945. Visit the Museum’s website at
www.holocaustmuseumswfl.org to learn
more about how the day will be marked
in Naples.
We look forward to welcoming you
as the Museum’s next chapter begins.
For information on support and sponsorship opportunities in 2019, please
contact me at 239.263.9200 or susan@
holocaustmuseumswfl.org.

22nd HotWorks.org

Estero Fine Art Show

™

January 5 & 6, 2019
Now at JetBlue Park, Fort Myers
Voted Top 100 Art Shows in America!

HotWorks.org

Facebook.com/hotworksartshows

Zaki, Mixed Media

Juried Fine Art & Fine Craft Show ~ $1,500 Professional Awards
All Art is Original, Personally Handmade and for
Sale by the Artist Who is Present at the Show
Saturday & Sunday, 10am-5pm
Plus! While at the show Visit the Youth Art Competition for Grades K-8 or Ages 5-13
MENTORED BY
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Popular annual winter lecture series
returns to Temple Beth El

T

emple Beth El looks forward to
the return of winter resident and
historian Gerald Ziedenberg as
he shares his passion and knowledge
of history with us each week during
the season. Gerald and his wife Sheila
arrive from Toronto in January and his
first weekly morning current events
class will be held in the Temple Beth
El Library at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday,
January 10. His weekly evening lectures will be held each Monday at 7:30

p.m. beginning January 14.
After a long, successful career in
retail pharmacy, Gerald entered the
academic world, graduating from the
University of Toronto with a degree in
history, specializing in Modern European and American History.
Some of his morning current event
topics will include the atomic dilemmas of North Korea and Iran, the future of Bibi Netanyahu, the worldwide immigration crisis, growth of

END OF LIFE & JEWISH
MEDICAL ETHICS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd, 3:00P.M. - 5:00P.M.
Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties
Community Room

9701 Commerce Center Court, Fort Myers 33908

PRESENTERS:
Stephen Wilczynski, MD, FCCP
Co-Chair, Gulf Coast Medical Center Ethics Committee

Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC, BCC
Co-Chair, Gulf Coast Medical Center Ethics Committee

Sponsored By The Lee County Board of Rabbis:
Rabbi Sol Agin, Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs, Rabbi Nicole Luna,
Rabbi A. James Rudin, Rabbi Marc Sack, Rabbi Michael J. Schorin

anti-Semitism, Vladimir
There is no charge
for the series and the
Putin and Russia, as
community is welcome.
well as breaking news.
Evening lecture topics
Temple Beth El is loinclude Shimon Peres, a
cated at 16225 Winkler
three-part series on the
Road, Fort Myers.
story of emigration of
Gerald is a fascinatEastern European Jewry,
ing speaker and he enfollowing the stories of
courages participation,
Meyer Lansky, Samuel
which ensures lively,
Goldwyn, Irving Berlin,
informative discussions.
Helena Rubenstein and
We are most grateful for
others. Also planned is
his generosity and are
Gerald Ziedenberg
a two-part series about
thankful that Gerald and
Netanyahu, his family, Modern Israel
Sheila have made Fort Myers their
and more.
winter home.

American anti-Semitism
course at C.F.S.

I

n order to accommodate broad
public interest, Rabbi Bruce Diamond’s American anti-Semitism
course has been moved to The Community Free Synagogue and will be
offered every Thursday in January
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
After studying the late 19th century
European roots of modern anti-Semitism, the course will examine its transition to America in the pronouncements
of Henry Ford, Fr. Charles Coughlin,
The German American Bund, and
Charles Lindbergh’s America First
Committee, and in the university quotas and restrictive housing covenants
after World War II. It will then examine
contemporary expression of American
anti-Semitism in the media, entertain-

ment, religion, education, on the Right
and Left, and in students’ experiences.
A reading outline will be posted
on the C.F.S. website at www.fort
myersynagogue.com to enable students
to prepare for each class.
The goal of the course is to help determine whether the recent increase in
anti-Semitic hate crimes poses an existential threat to a secure Jewish future
in the United States. It will also attempt
to identify the subtle “dog whistles”
and symbols used by anti-Semites.
The course is free and open to the
public. No registration is required. The
Community Free Synagogue is located
at 10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort
Myers.

BIRTH
Mazel Tov to Helena and Michael Warfel
on the birth of their daughter Cassandra
Sage. She will be named on December 28
at The Community Free Synagogue.

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your
Life Cycle events – births, B’nai
Mitzvah, engagements, weddings,
anniversaries and obituaries. For
B’nai Mitzvah, please include up
to 150 words about your child.
Submit your events to LChayim36@
gmail.com. Photos are appreciated;
please e-mail as JPGs at 300dpi.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT
OUR FEDERATION & HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE.

This month’s
advertisers

This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support
of our advertisers. Please be sure to use their products and services,
and mention that you found them in L’CHAYIM.
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Hal Arkin, Realtor®..................20
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Gwen Baker, Realtor®..............20
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Dr. Daniel Bendetowicz............20
Cypress Cove.........................9,22
Harold Eskin, Attorney..............20
Estero Fine Art Show..................5
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Holocaust Museum.....................5
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Michael Shapiro Photography...26
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Shell Point.................................32
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Temple Beth El...........................6
Temple Beth El Gift Gallery......7
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Reverse painted, functional art made
with a Jewish flair
Living Art by Leah is hand-painted, functional, Judaic art created out of a
desire to honor the beautiful traditions of the Jewish people.

R

enowned organizer Hot Works,
LLC brings the 22nd Estero Fine
Art Show to a new location at
JetBlue Park in Fort Myers on January
5 & 6.
All forms of discipline are for sale
to the public. There is something
for everyone, in all price ranges.
The Estero Fine Art Show has
been voted among the top 100
art shows in America three
years running. It is juried by
art professionals with criteria
based on originality, appearance,
technique/execution and booth
appearance. There is $1,500 in
professional artist awards presented on Saturday, January 5
at 3:00 p.m.
t
One of the artists whose
work will be prominently featured is Lori Charnow of Boynt
ton Beach.
s
Born in Brooklyn, New
York, the artist has roots in two
distinct Jewish cultures as the
n
daughter of first-generation
Americans whose families immigrated
e
from Russia on her father’s side and
t
Turkey on her mother’s. As a child,
”
she enjoyed the unique opportunity of
experiencing old world Sephardi and
e
Ashkenazi customs firsthand in her
e
d

grandparents and great-grandparents
homes. This early history gave the artist
a great longing to share her cultural roots
with her own family and friends and has
led her to create unique pieces of art to
enhance the rituals of both cultures.

As a former teacher of children and
adults, Lori is proud to use her knowledge and life experience to add to the
vast richness of our beloved Jewish
culture and traditions. It is her hope that
her work will inspire others to reach

Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service at Temple Beth El

T

he day before Thanksgiving,
the interfaith community gathered together once again, this
time out of joy and gratitude. Eleven
clergy from Jewish, Christian, Unitarian, Buddhist and Muslim faith communities shared reflections, prayers
and thanks at Temple Beth El.
The evening service began with
the blowing of the shofar calling everyone to prayer, followed by Buddhist

back and bring their own histories into
the present.
Lori’s The Leah Collection was
made to use in all your family’s holiday
celebrations to add beauty to the experience and strengthen your family’s ties
to Jewish tradition. Each
unique piece of hand-painted glassware is baked to a
permanent, but delicate finish. Surface imperfections
reflect this creative process.
The Leah Collection’s
mission is to create functional art that adds beauty
to the celebration of Jewish
rituals and encourages the
continuity of Jewish customs from one generation to
the next, (in Hebrew, l’dor
v’dor). They also intend to
help sustain Jewish life and
the Jewish community as a
whole, for this generation
and the next.
Meet Jewish artist Lori
Charnow and 125 other
professional artists at Hot Works’ Estero Fine Art Show on January 5 & 6
at JetBlue Park, east of I-75 off Daniels
Parkway in Fort Myers. Event hours
are 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m daily. Free
admission; $10 parking. More information is available at www.hotworks.org.

chanting accompanied by a brass singing bowl and then the lighting of the
flaming chalice. Clergy then spoke on
the theme of unity, inspiring all in attendance to celebrate our similarities
while acknowledging our differences.
After the interfaith vigil acknowledging the tragedy in Pittsburgh, it was
uplifting and hopeful to come together
in celebration.

Specializing in
outpatient hip and
knee replacement

Clergy who participated at the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

While at the art show, be sure to
visit the Youth Art Competition for
grades K-8 or ages 5-13. Students are
encouraged to submit original art that
is publicly displayed in the art show the
entire weekend as they are exposed to
the rules and entrepreneurship opportunity of doing art shows for a living.
There is $250 in youth art cash awards
presented on Sunday, January 6 at 3:00
p.m. under the tent labeled “Youth Art
Competition.”
The Institute for Arts & Education
is the associated 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization that is dedicated to fostering art education among youth, cultural
diversity, visual arts and community
enrichment.
“See Art, Love Art, Buy Art.” See
You There!
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“Witness to Goodness” lecture at the Holocaust MuseumL

T

he Holocaust Museum & Janet
lecture will be followed by a special
G. and Harvey D. Cohen Educamusical performance at 3:30 p.m. with
tion Center will commemorate
the restored violin on special loan to the
Museum from the ViInternational Holocaust
olins of Hope Project.
Remembrance Day with a
The Project restores,
special program at the Museum on Sunday, January
to playing condition,
27 from 2:00 to 4:00pm.
string instruments
with a connection to
The program is open to the
public and free of charge.
the Holocaust.
Ellaine Rosen, MuThe “Witness to
seum Docent, will presGoodness” lecture
ent a lecture on “Witness
will discuss how the
Holocaust is not only
to Goodness - Rescuers,
a story of victims, perDiplomats, and other courageous individuals who
petrators and collabohelped save people durrators, but it is also a
Ellaine Rosen
story of heroes and
ing the Holocaust.” The

S

heroines – both Jews and gentiles. At
chronicled in movies and books, but the
Yad Vashem, the State of
vast majority are not well
Israel recognizes 26,685
known. The participation
“Righteous Gentiles.”
in, or resistance to, the
Ellaine will discuss some
Final Solution by various
of the heroic exploits and
nations will also be disinventive means by which
cussed. Overhanging all of
the brave men and women
these stories is the ultimate
saved tens of thousands
question: Would you have
of Jewish lives and Jewhad the courage to do what
ish heroes and heroines
these people did?
as well.
To reserve your seat
Both diplomats and
at this event, please visit
ordinary citizens risked
HolocaustMuseumSWFL.
their lives and those of
org and click on Events.
their families to save
The Museum is located at
Jews. Some of their
4760 Tamiami Trail North,
Klezmer violin
stories have been well
Suite 7, Naples.

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous
readers, committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation.
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Let art elevate your everyday

S

e
pend a few hours, all day or a
l
weekend being surrounded by
n
imagination, inspiration and
eincredible talent. ArtFest Fort Myers
sbrings 200 exceptional professional
-artists to the heart of downtown Fort

Myers. It also encourages 300 talented
elocal high school artists to pursue their
eartistic dreams while providing an optportunity for thousands of children,

their parents and grandparents to try
their hand at creating a masterpiece.
tJoin the fun on February 2 & 3, with an
Opening Night Party on Friday, Febru.ary 1.
t
Membership in the VIP Club at
,ArtFest Fort Myers guarantees your
reserved parking, admission to the Friday Night Opening VIP Tent with delicious food and drinks, plus unlimited
weekend access to the VIP Tent with
breakfast treats, a delightful lunch and
beverages all weekend long. The VIP
Club is $125 and your support contributes to the year-round ArtFest Fort Myers art education outreach programs.
Be sure to bring the entire family
to this fun free outdoor fine art festival,
featuring the art work of professional
artists from across the country. Enjoy
our talented high school artists’ work
at the Art Under 20 Exhibit and Competition, and prepare to be amazed as
students create large street paintings

in the Chalk Block. Always a crowdpleaser, the Publix Art Yard and Youth
Stage are full of opportunities for children of all ages to join us in creating a
Public Art piece, while enjoying a variety of great performances. And be sure
to visit the art festival’s Dining Galleries, where delicious culinary fare from
around the world is the norm.
Meet a few of the artists who will
be exhibiting at ArtFest Fort Myers:
Gail Markiewicz can still remember the moment she confessed, out
loud, that she wanted to be an artist.
When her fourth-grade teacher asked
what she wanted to be when she grew

student to graduate from Yale Fine Art
School and considered a rebel in his
day, he impressed upon Gail the need
for Jewish people to always keep the
arts and music alive. After 34 years of
creative exploration in ceramics, Gail
continues to amaze with her colors,
textures and shapes. We are sure that
her uncle is very proud!
Yoram Gal is an Israeli who gladly credits American Jews for saving
him and his family from bankruptcy.
On the advice of a fellow artist, he
traveled to the U.S. at a time when
the Israeli economy had crashed and
he was deeply in debt, from creating
and financing an independent feature
film. Yoram began by selling his paintings at fairs organized by synagogues
and community centers, and then he
discovered outdoor fine art festivals.
Within a year, his huge debt vanished
and he found enthusiastic patrons from

9

ing of “All the people of Israel vouch
for one another.”
Stephanie Pollack, watercolor artist, had an upbringing in a Sephardic
Jewish home that was steeped in color, music and culture. “My mother
was raised in a reformed temple, but
I remember the Orthodox shul, people
speaking Ladino and French, the colors
of the Persian rugs, and the respectful
religious order there.” When her family sponsored a young Jewish boy from

up, she replied “an artist.” This inner
calling was nurtured by a well-loved
uncle who was, himself, an established
artist in New York. The first Jewish

cities across the country. “I shall forever be thankful to the Jewish congregations of New York, Cincinnati,
Houston, Chicago, Dallas, New Jersey,
Connecticut, Phoenix and many more.
They literally fulfilled the Jewish say-

France who wanted to study art, Stephanie was permitted to begin private art
lessons also. And so began her pursuit
of a career. Stephanie says, “Art tells a
story, and my faith has always been an
inspiration to communicate my world
through my work.”
Join us at ArtFest Fort Myers, February 1, 2 & 3. For more information,
visit ArtFestFortMyers.com - Like Us
on Facebook - Connect with us on
Linkedin - Tag us #artfestfm

Changing the Course
of Memory Care
• State-of-the-Art
• Award-Winning
• Person-Centered
Tour today: 239-317-8309

10600 Cypress Cove Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33908
TheCottageAtCypressCove.com • 239-317-8309
AL9630
Cypress Cove at HealthPark Florida is a non-profit organization sponsored by Lee Healthcare Resources, a support organization to Lee Health. Located on a beautiful 48-acre campus, Cypress Cove offers a full complement of quality living options committed to the health and well-being of its residents.
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And the no. 1 food trend for 2018 is...
– recipe by Dalia Hemed

H

ere we are at the end of another
great year, and I get to write
one more article, featuring top
dishes of 2018! From sweet to savory,
from mallabi (Israeli milk pudding) to
tahini sauce, the flavors of Israel prevail
as a top cuisine this year.
The newest food trend for 2018?
Israeli cuisine. That’s according to a
top market research firm. This diverse,
somewhat hard-to-define cuisine is rich
in flavor and depth, marked by dishes
like falafel, hummus, shakshuka, shawarma and more.
From shakshuka at brunch, to halva
and Israeli baklava, Israeli flavors are
deep and vibrant, lending themselves
well to both savory and
sweet applications.
It’s no surprise to us,
that it’s becoming increasingly common to see these
Mediterranean staples
show up on plates in the
U.S. in just about any city,
neighborhood, restaurant,
venue or occasion.
These days, there’s
no better evidence of its
prevalence than the number of Israeli-influenced
restaurants popping up
stateside – restaurants
that are winning a multitude of awards
and rave reviews from the world’s top
critics.
Several months ago, I mentioned
that the first Israeli cuisine, falafel, hit
a lot of modern markers for success,
giving it the momentum needed to move
into mainstream adaptation. Buoyed
by the chickpea boom and the growing interest in plant-based foods, this
vegetarian item sets itself up nicely for
signaturization and customization.
Currently, it is the second most popular Israeli dish, Chicken Shawarma’s
time to shine. It was declared “Dish of

the Year” by the same research firm.
Everyone in the food trend research
industry seems to agree that chicken
will be big this year, and Chicken Shawarma is one of the trends that is really
taking off.
And what a surprise! Chicken Shawarma happens to be a favorite dish of
mine, and I am going share a step-bystep recipe to make the best homemade
shawarma.
Homemade Chicken Shawarma?
Yeah, I went there. You know I wouldn’t
share a recipe that I don’t love. Well,
I’m in love with this recipe. I’ve found
a simple way to make a homemade
shawarma that is awesome.

My husband says my shawarma is
even better than the shawarma in Israel.
He’s biased, of course, but he’s also brutally honest, especially when it comes to
my recipes. Suffice it to say, I’m happy
with the result.
This recipe goes great with hummus, tahini sauce or garlic aioli, over
a salad or in a pita sandwich or wrap.
And the best part? It’s ridiculously easy
to make! Enjoy!
Ingredients:
• 2 lbs boneless skinless chicken
thighs
• ½ cup olive oil divided

• 1 tbsp Chicken consommé or
chicken bouillon
• 1 tbsp cumin
• 1 tbsp paprika
• 1 tsp hot paprika
• 3/4 tsp turmeric
• 1/4 tsp garlic powder
• 1/4 tsp cinnamon
• 1/4 tsp allspice
• Salt and black pepper
• Parchment Baking Paper
You will also need:
• Baking sheet, tongs, skillet, spatula,
plastic wrap
XX Slice the chicken breasts into 5-6
pieces each and the thighs into 3-4
pieces each. Place them in a marinating dish or large plastic zipper
bag.
XX In a small bowl, whisk together 1/4
cup olive oil, the spices, 3/4 tsp salt
and 1/4 tsp black pepper. Pour the
spice marinade over the chicken
pieces. Stir with a spoon till all the
chicken pieces are evenly coated in
the marinade.
XX Cover the marinating dish with
plastic wrap or close the zipper bag.
Place chicken in the refrigerator and
let it marinate at least 1 hour, up to
overnight.
XX Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. Place
Parchment Baking Paper on baking
sheet. Place the chicken pieces on
the sheet, evenly spaced.
XX Place the chicken in the oven. Let
it roast for about 30 minutes until
cooked through, turning the chicken

S

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed
can be reached at
daliahemed@msn.com.

pieces once with tongs halfway
through cooking.
XX Take the chicken out of the oven
and let it cool slightly. Use a sharp
knife to slice the meat into small,
thin shawarma-like pieces.
XX Heat 1 tbsp of oil in a skillet on the
stovetop over medium. Pour half of
the chicken into the skillet and sauté
for 3-4 minutes, until the smallest
pieces of chicken turn brown and
crisp. Season with additional salt
and pepper to taste, if desired.
XX Remove the cooked chicken from
the skillet. Heat another 1 tbsp of oil
and sauté the remaining chicken in
the same way. Serve warm.

Senior Outreach Program

Come out for lunch, see familiar
faces and meet new friends at
our free monthly senior lunches
Thursday, January 10th
12:00 PM
Community Free Synagogue
(in SW Florida Masonic Ctr.)
10868 Metro Pkwy.
Fort Myers, FL 33966
RSVP by Jan. 7th
Thursday, February 7th
12:00 PM
Temple Beth Shalom
702 SE 24th Ave.
Cape Coral, FL 33990
RSVP by Feb. 4th

Let us know if you will be
driving or if you would like
a volunteer to pick you up.
RSVP—Jodi Cohen
239-481-4449, ext. 2 or
jodicohen@jfedlcc.org

NEEDED TO LABEL ’CHAYIM
JOIN US for coffee, bagels and the simple satisfaction
that comes from meeting and making friends with
other volunteers, as we help keep thousands of local
readers informed about local, national and international Jewish news.

Call Debbie Sanford 481.4449 to add your
name to the phone list. Each month we will
call to confirm the mailing date and you can
let us know if you are available to help label
L’CHAYIM.
Time: 9:30 A.M.
Monday, January 28, 2019
Monday, February 25, 2019
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Stars of David

By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist

Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to
be Jewish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish
have at least one Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than
Judaism – and don’t identify with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts
to Judaism, of course, are also identified as Jewish.
It’s Awards Season:
Poppins Returns). Hurwitz won two
The Golden Globes
Oscars in 2017 for best score and best
The Golden Globe Awards are being
song (La La Land). Shaiman is best
televised live this year on NBC, on
known for his score for the musical verSunday, January 6 at 8:00 p.m. Sandra
sion of Hairspray. Brief musical referOh and ANDY SAMBERG, 40, will
ences are made in the Poppins re-make
host. The Globes are an imperfect preto the mega-hit score of the original
dictor of the Oscars. But the Globes cer1964 Poppins film. RICHARD SHERemony is often more fun than the Oscars
MAN, 90, who wrote the ’64 score with
equivalent. Below are the confirmed
his late brother, ROBERT, consulted on
Jewish nominees and a number of nonthe new film.
nominated Jews closely connected to a
TV Categories
nominated film or TV program. Unlike
Acting: SACHA BARON COHEN,
the Oscars, Golden Globes are given
47, (Who is America?) and MICHAEL
for excellence in TV, as well as in film.
DOUGLAS, 74, (The Kominsky MethFilm Categories
od) vie for the Globe for best actor
yTIMOTHÉE CHALAMET, 22,
in a comedy. The varied characters
(Beautiful Boy) is up for the best supCohen plays frequently spoof real-life
nporting actor Globe, and RACHEL
politicians, like former VP Dick Cheney.
WEISZ, 48, (The Favourite) is a best
Douglas stars as Sandy Kominsky, an
,supporting film actress nominee. ChaL.A. acting coach.
lamet’s role was based on the real-life
Two Jewish actresses, ALISON
eNIK SHEFF, now 36, who long battled
BRIE, 35, (Glow) and DEBRA MESSfdrug addiction. Weisz played Lady
ING, 50, (Will & Grace) compete for
éSarah Churchill. Sarah’s friendship with
best actress, TV comedy.
tQueen Anne of England (1665-1714)
ALAN ARKIN, 84, who plays the
was historically important. Honorable
title character’s agent and best friend
tmention: Adam Driver, who isn’t Jewin The Kominsky Method, is up for best
ish, got a supporting actor nomination
supporting actor. He competes with
mfor playing a Jewish police officer in
HENRY WINKLER, 73, Barry.
BlacKkKlansman, and Melissa McCarALEX BORSTEIN, 47, who plays
nthy, who isn’t Jewish, is up for a lead
the title character’s agent in The Marvelactress Globe for playing the late writer
ous Mrs. Maisel, is nominated for a best
LEE ISRAEL, who was Jewish, in
supporting actress Globe.
Can You Ever Forgive Me?.
Finally, PATRICIA ARQUETTE,
MARK RONSON, 33, is nomi50, (Escape at Dannemora) whose late
nated for co-writing a best song nomimother was Jewish, is up for best acnee: “Shallow” from A Star is Born.
tress, mini-series/TV movie.
Nominated for best original score are
Honorable mention: Rachel BrosnaJUSTIN HURWITZ, 33, (First Man)
han, who isn’t Jewish, got a lead actress
and MARC SHAIMAN, 59, (Mary
nomination for playing the Jewish title

ELIMINATE YOUR PAIN
RESTORE YOUR MOBILITY
REGAIN YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE
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Interested in Your
Family’s History?
Nate Bloom (see column at left) has become a family history expert in 10
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start
with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:

Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number.
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that
goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible.
The first search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also,
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out
great for them. So contact him about this as well.
character in The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel.
“Best” Awards: Film and TV
The Globes for best film and the best TV
show are given to the show’s principal
producers, of whom there are many.
My practice is to note if a Jewish director or writer/creator is associated with
that film or TV program. Two films
nominated for best drama film were
co-written by Jews: BlacKkKlansman
(CHARLIE WACHTEL and DAVID
RABINOWITZ, both 31) and A Star is
Born (ERIC ROTH, 73). Also: a best
animated film nominee, Spider-Man:
Into the Spider Verse, was co-written by
RODNEY ROTHMAN, 45ish.
The Americans, created by JOE
WEISBERG, 52, is up for best series,
drama. It competes with the new Amazon series, Homecoming, which is based
on a podcast written by ELI HOROWITZ, 41 and MICAH BLOOMBERG,
40ish. These two guys are also heavily
involved in the TV series. These TV
series compete with Pose, an FX drama
series that explores several New York
City sub-cultures as they existed in the

’80s. Pose was co-created by BRAD
FALCHUK, 47, who recently wed
GWYNETH PALTROW, 46.
The best musical or comedy series
nominees include The Good Place, a
fantasy series created by MICHAEL
SCHUR, 43 (whose father was Jewish);
The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, co-created
by AMY SHERMAN-PALLADINO,
52; and The Kominsky Method, created
by CHUCK LORRE, 66.
The nominees for best mini-series
or TV movie include A Very English
Scandal, a British series shown on
Amazon. It was directed by STEPHEN
FREARS, 77, a Brit. Scandal competes
with Escape at Dannemora, which was
directed by BEN STILLER, 53, and
co-written by JERRY STAHL, 64, and
MICHAEL TOLKIN, 68. Stahl wrote
a memoir about being a drug-addicted
writer which was turned into the dramatic 1998 film, Permanent Midnight,
in which Stiller starred. That film, and
getting clean for good, saved Stahl’s life
and career.

Experience ArtFest as a VIP
Receive VIP Perks & FREE Parking
ALL weekend!

All physical therapy is not the same…
Thank you for letting us show you
what sets us apart from the rest!

February 2 & 3
OPENING NIGHT

Feb.ruary 1,6pm

Edwards Drive & Hendry Street
Downtown Fort Myers Riverfront

AWARDED SW FLORIDA’S BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY &
REHABILITATION CENTER 5 YEARS IN A ROW!
• One-on-one care with all patients
• You will always receive the
personalized care you deserve
• Highly skilled and licensed therapists
• Relaxed, friendly and encouraging atmosphere
• Therapist-owned private practice
• Best of Southwest Florida recipient
“We invest ourselves personally in every patient’s
progress and goals. This is all part of having a
true commitment and passion for what we do.”

$ 125

per person

Artist Gail Markiewicz,
Ceramics

DON’T MISS
THE BIGGEST
ART EVENT
OF THE YEAR!

VIP Party is
an outdoor
tented event rain or shine!

VIP Experience
Sponsored by:

Support the arts in this gathering of art connoisseurs
just like you as you enjoy all the benefits of being a VIP.
VIP Club Tent on Opening Night, Friday, February 1st
Overlooking the downtown waterfront and glorious sunset

– Gourmet hors d'oeuvres from 8 fine restaurants
– Wine and Beer / Music by Silver Sneakers Band
– 70 fabulous artists

VIP Club Tent Saturday & Sunday, February 2nd & 3rd
Garden setting overlooking the downtown waterfront

– Mimosas, coffee and scones to start your day
– Catered specialty lunch / Afternoon Snack Bar
– Wine, beer and more all day
– 215 fabulous artists
Easy reserved VIP parking all weekend!

THE RESULTS YOU WANT. THE CARE YOU DESERVE.

Thomas S. Zeller, DPT & Associates
www.YourBestTherapy.com
Fort Myers 239-432-0556
Cape Coral 239-772-2363

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

ArtFestFortMyers.com
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Adolf Hitler threatens the Jews in January 1939
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

O

n January 30, 1939 – eighty
years ago this month – German dictator Adolf Hitler presented an address to the Reichstag in
which he made the most overt threat
yet seen to “world
Jewry.” Known for
his lengthy speeches,
this one was no exception; when put to
paper, it came to 64
typed single-spaced
pages. It made for dry
and tedious reading,
 Dr. Paul
Bartrop
and was primarily
concerned with the economic, political, military and diplomatic recovery
of Germany in the aftermath of the Nazi
political victory in 1933.
The address is not remembered,
however, for anything other than two
paragraphs three-quarters of the way
through. Here, he made an important
and often-quoted prophecy that if there
should ever be another war (which, in
his view, would have been caused by
“international Jewish financiers”), it
would not result in a Jewish victory but,
rather, “the annihilation of the Jewish
race in Europe.”

To begin with, he spoke about his
past record as a “prophet,” in which he
noted that “in the course of my life I
have very often been a prophet and have
usually been ridiculed for it.” In 1933,
however, he had achieved power and in
light of that he would once more “assume the part of a prophet.” The words
that followed have since entered Holocaust iconography: “If the international
Jewish financiers within and without
Europe succeeded in plunging the nations once more into a world war, then
the result will be not the Bolshevization
of the world and thereby the victory
of Jewry – but the annihilation of the
Jewish race in Europe.” He continued
with his view that “this problem will
be solved – the sooner the better – for
Europe cannot rest again before the
Jewish problem has been eliminated.”
What did all this mean in reality?
Amid rising international tensions,
Hitler made it clear to both the German
public and the rest of the world (and
especially, the world’s Jews) that the
outbreak of war would mean the end of
European Jewry.
Already his preference for the Jews
of Germany to leave the country had

been signaled in no uncertain terms
through anti-Jewish boycotts, staged
book burnings and anti-Jewish legislation. Ultimately, on November 9-10,
1938, the nationwide November pogrom
that the Nazis themselves cynically
termed “the night of crystals” (Kristallnacht) demonstrated that the Jews no
longer had a future in Germany.
Prior to the German attack on Poland precipitating WWII in September
1939, a vast number of events took place
that further reduced options for Jews to
remain in Germany. These included:
the establishment of a Nazi Office of
Jewish Emigration to speed up the pace
of Jewish emigration from Germany
(August 1, 1938); the requirement that
Jewish women add “Sarah” and men
add “Israel” to their names on all legal
documents (August 17); the closure of
Swiss borders for Austrian Jews seeking sanctuary (August 19); the Munich
Conference in which Britain and France
surrendered the Sudetenland regions
of Czechoslovakia to Germany by negotiation (September 29-30); and the
compulsory stamping of passports belonging to German Jews with the letter
“J” to indicate their identity (October 5).
This new statement, however, took
things up a notch. In Hitler’s Reichstag
statement on January 30, 1939 – initially, the speech was made to mark the
sixth anniversary of Hitler’s ascension
to the chancellorship – he spoke explicitly for the first time about the complete
annihilation of European Jewry.
It is not clear whether he actually
believed he could achieve this; if he did,
he certainly had no idea how it could be
done. It is, rather, more likely that he
made this radical statement in order to
ease pressure from even more extreme
Jew-haters within the Nazi Party. He
also knew that this would serve an excellent propaganda purpose internationally,

and might even drive more Jews out of
Germany in fear of their lives.
Subsequently, he repeated his threat
about the “annihilation of the Jewish
race in Europe” several times in the
years that followed, on some occasions
during the war years, even misdating the
speech as having occurred on September
1, 1939 – the date on which Germany
invaded Poland, thereby linking the
invasion directly to the reason for why
the conflict was being fought.
Indeed, the war would eventually
mark a transition in Nazi policies toward
Jews, and lead toward genocide. But the
Final Solution did not really get under
way until the summer of 1941, when the
Nazis invaded the Soviet Union. In early
1939, when Hitler made his speech, his
regime still hoped the Jews of Germany
would emigrate. He was not interested
at this time in murdering the Jews of
Germany (much less, of all of Europe or
the world), just in removing them from
Germany. This, of course, was to change,
as we all know to our eternal grief.
In the end, however, while Hitler’s
address to the Reichstag in January 1939
might have been a simple case of extreme rhetoric, what it did in reality was
encourage Nazi Party radicals who now
felt empowered to proceed with plans
and ideas that in due course resulted in
giving concrete form to Hitler’s rhetoric.
The bottom line must be that words
matter, and that those who are hearing
them are often just as important (if not
more important) than those uttering
them. The Holocaust did not start in
January 1939, but the preconditions
leading to it, tragically, received a huge
boost at that time.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of History
and the Dir. of the Center for Judaic,
Holocaust, and Genocide Studies at
Florida Gulf Coast University. He can
be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.edu.
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Remembering Leonard Cohen

By Arlene Stolnitz

L

eonard Cohen died in 2016,
but “each page of paper that he
blackened was lasting evidence
of a burning soul,” according to his son,
Adam Cohen, who recently published
a collection of his
father ’s poetry
and songs entitled
The Flame.
Famous for
his soul searching
rendition of “Hallelujah!,” which
was said to be rewritten more than
Arlene Stolnitz
80 times, Cohen
also wrote countless songs and poems, beloved by his aficionados. This
volume, The Flame, was to be the last
one he worked on before his death. A
brilliant artist, he delivered his strange
but glorious music in a raspy voice that
inspired his admirers. Many considered
him a “true genius.” Always fastidious
in his dress, he never married.
Leonard Norman Cohen was a
Canadian singer-songwriter, poet and
novelist. He published his first book of
poetry in Montreal in 1956, eventually
publishing four books of verse, never
separating song from poetry. He felt
there was no delineation between the
two. He was a perfectionist, exacting
in his writing, and entirely in solitude.
Many of his early songs were based
on European folk melodies, which he

sang in a high baritone voice. Later, he
sang typically in lower registers such as
bass baritone and bass.
As a teenager, he formed a countryfolk band with his friends and called it
The Buckskin Boys. However, his serious foray into music didn’t occur until
he was in his 30s. His work explores
themes of “love, sex, regret, exaltation,
piety and gentle fondness.”
Inducted into the Canadian Music
Hall of Fame and the Canadian Songwriters Hall of Fame, he was a member of the Companion of the Order of
Canada, the nation’s highest civilian
honor. In 2008, he was inducted into the
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame for his status
“among the highest and most influential
echelon of songwriters.” His poetry and
music have influenced countless singers
and musicians today.
In the preface to The Flame, Adam
describes his father’s work ethic, especially while working on this last volume.
Adam stated his father would often
send “Do Not Disturb” emails so that
he could work uninterrupted on what
would be his last book. Adam talks
about the pads of papers and notebooks,
a storage locker filled with notebooks,
and countless scraps of paper he would
find with his father’s poetry and songs,
as well as notes scribbled on napkins
and bits of paper.
As a poet, Leonard Cohen felt he
had a mission from G-d (as he would

spell it, according to the Orthodox tradition).Yet much of his poetry and lyrics
have a Zen-like quality to them, an influence from his interest in Buddhism and
his Hindu teacher. His work is a mix of
spirituality and earthiness.
Just prior to his death, he recorded
his final album, You Want It Darker.
“I’m leaving the table, I’m out of the
game,” he sings. The poignant words
are a portent of what was to come a few
days later. Borrowing from his Jewish
background, his words are taken from
the Kaddish and the Hineni prayer:
“Magnified and sanctified, be thy holy
name… Hineni, Hineni, I am ready
my lord.” An interesting interpretation
compares his words to Abraham’s binding of Isaac. “Even though it all went
wrong, I’ll stand here before the lord

of song, with nothing on my tongue but
hallelujah.”
In listening to his lyrics and reading his poetry, can we wonder whether
he was saying our ability to be full of
joy but also of despair is the essence of
humanity itself? His death was a monumental loss for us.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sarasota
Jewish Chorale, has sung in choral
groups for over 25 years. A retired educator, she is a graduate of the Gulf Coast
Community Leadership Foundation. A
member of the Jewish Congregation
of Venice, the Venice Chorale and the
Sarasota Jewish Chorale, her interest
in choral music has led to this series
of articles on Jewish Folk Music in the
Diaspora.
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New books on important Jewish issues
that threaten the U.S. and Israel
Book review by Philip K. Jason, Special to L’CHAYIM
Hearts and Minds: Israel and
the Battle for Public Opinion,
by Nachman Shai;
Ira Moskowitz, trans. SUNY Press.
Hardcover. 284 pages. $85.00

T

(((Semitism))) Being Jewish in
America in the Age of Trump,
by Jonathan Weisman.
St. Martin’s Press.
Hardcover. 256 pages. $25.99

hese two books are not balanced
(non-governmental organizations) have
book ends, but highly original
played a rapidly growing role on the inand disturbing forays into probformation and propaganda battlefronts.
lems of Jewish life today, whether in the
Too often, argues Shai, Israel been taken
United States or Israel. They examine
by surprise by anti-Israel campaigns in
crucial issues that need solutions.
these areas while the state is rarely taken
“Hasbara” is
by surprise in the “hard power” dimena Hebrew word
sions of national security.
that, according to
His analysis of Israel’s reaction to
Knesset member
the BDS (boycott, divestment, sancNachman Shai, antions) initiative, the massive and wellnounces just what
funded campaign to delegitimatize the
it is that Israel’s
Jewish state, is remarkable in its clarity
leaders have not
and its passion. He writes, “In 2010,
taken seriously
three years after the BDS campaign was
enough or imlaunched, the Strategic Affairs Ministry
 Phi l
plemented well
recommended that the prime minister
Jason
enough over the
create a dedicated headquarters in his
decades of modern Israel’s existence.
office to formulate policy on the battle
Literally meaning something like “exagainst delegitimization.” Why did it
planation,” it is used as a label
take so long?
for theoretical and implementWhen the need social diplomacy throughcessity of effective
out Shai’s amazing scholarly
and ongoing pubstudy. The original Hebrew
lic diplomacy has
version won the 2013 Yitzhak
been understood and
Sadeh Prize for Military Litproperly valued, Iserature. This English edition’s
rael’s effectiveness
many references to events in
in martialing these
2016 suggest expansion of the
resources has been
earlier Hebrew edition.
weak because of a
Within his chronological
fragmented, rather
organization, Shai analyzes
than a centralized,
Nachman Shai
how Israel’s leadership met
approach. On this isthe series of confrontations the nation
sue and many others, Shai’s constructive
fought. Though, of course, Israel won
criticism is very persuasive. He reveals
many victories on the military front
the internal rivalries that hinder effecexercising its “hard power” resources
tive policy and action. He consistently
both offensive and defensive, in the
points out, in a polite manner, on whose
“soft power” arena the application of
watch advances were made and on
resources was sometimes nonexistent
whose watch confusion reigned. Names
and sometimes merely weak, ineffective
are named.
and reluctantly employed.
After all, Nachman Shai is a politiOften, administrative in-fighting
cian.
handicapped the creation and execuHowever, he is also an impassioned
tion of “hasbara.” Often, the allocation
scholar. His cutting-edge clarity, elaboof resources was insufficient. In more
rate chapter notes, and list of references
recent years, there are positive signs of
make this book required reading for all
changed leadership attitudes regarding
who care about Israel’s future.
public diplomacy.
***
An important change in the planhe heat of Jonathan Weisman’s
ning and execution of “soft power”
outrage, tempered by the preciwarfare has been the growing role of
sion of his arguments, elevates
public and private media in the battle
his book to a must-read examination
for “hearts and minds.” Also, NGOs
of the contemporary renaissance of

T

in North America during the
centuries of discovery. Weisman finds many convincing
ways of warning his readers
that Jewish complacency is
never fruitful. He also details the well-known bonds
between the stability of Jewish communities and civil
rights activism. He claims
that anti-Semitism “is usually
inflamed by people who don’t
know Jews well if at all.”
In the chapter “The Israel Decepanti-Semitism. It is a call for action,
tion,” Weisman warily probes Jewish
part warning and part how-to manual,
dependence on Christian fundamentaladdressing individual American Jews,
ism’s support of Israel. He also pays
Jewish communities and particularly
close attention to the successes and
Jewish institutions. The ugly head of
failures of Jewish political and public
anti-Semitism has returned to the land
relations efforts. AJC, AIPAC and other
of the free, most notably in the messages
influential groups receive
and methods of the
careful consideration.
alt-right movement,
In the later chapters of
and it is time to cut
his clarion call and analyit off.
sis, Weisman examines the
Partly rooted in
Obama terms, the alt-right’s
Timothy Snyder ’s
proliferation, and – striwritings, Weisman’s
dently yet hopefully – the
study provides a comneed for Jewish unity as
pact history of the
well as a collective response
rise of the alt-right, its
by American Jews and other
canny exploitation of
American citizens against
social media, its odd
White Nationalism.
success at resurrectJonathan Weisman
Throughout, Weisman
(credit: Gabriella Demczuk)
ing ancient European
intersperses vignettes about his personal
clichés about Jews, and the affinities
experiences as an American Jew, adthat seem to exist between this group’s
dressing his own Jewish identity. These
growing prominence and the rise of
experiences illuminate his concern with
hate-speech practitioner Donald Trump
alt-right dangers.
as a seeming advocate of White NaThis passionate book provides
tionalism.
strong and necessary medicine. Time
Weisman’s first chapter begins:
will tell if, without other rallying voices,
“The Jew flourishes when borders
it is sufficient.
come down, when boundaries blur,
A useful companion to this book is
when walls are destroyed, not erected.”
Steven R. Weisman’s The Chosen Wars:
Weisman considers the Age of Trump
How Judaism Became an American
to be an Age of Walls, at least in its
Religion.
aspirations.
Reprinted with permisThe author traces the career of the
sion from Jewish Book
man he calls “the first Jewish citizen of
Council. Find daily new
the world,” Maimonides, and he sees
reviews, reading recommendations, and
the progress of this genius – “rabbi,
more at www.jewishbookcouncil.org.
physician, scientist and scholar” – as
Philip K. Jason is Professor Emerian outgrowth of the twelfth century
tus of English from the United States
Islamic empire’s period of tolerance.
Naval Academy. He reviews regularly
Weisman goes on to address other
for Florida Weekly, Washington Indeexceptional “international” Jews in the
pendent Review of Books, Southern
context of their times: Moses MendelsLiterary Review, other publications and
sohn, for one.
the Jewish Book Council. Please visit
His focus, of course, is the history
Phil’s website at www.philjason.word
of Jews in America, which leads him to
press.com.
sketch the situation and success of Jews

#1 International Bestselling
Ronny S Taschner DDS
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology

Jennifer Taschner DDS MMSc
Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology

Author Alyson Richman
Lakes Regional Library, 15290 Bass Rd.,
Fort Myers
Tickets are $5.00 in advance or
$7.00 at the door
For more information or to purchase your
tickets, please contact Debbie Sanford at:
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org or 239.481.4449 x4

In cooperation with:

1645 Medical Lane, Fort Myers, FL
Phone 239-936-0635
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JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

The Jewish Federation of
Lee and Charlotte Counties
Presents the 23rd Annual
Jewish Film Festival
of Southwest Florida
All films will be screened at the Regal Belltower Stadium 20.
Open seating at all films for general admission tickets.
Tickets will be mailed up to December 31.
Tickets ordered after December 31 will be available
after 6:00 p.m. inside the theater on the day of the show.
Sunday, January 13 at 4:00 p.m.
THE GRADUATE
When The Graduate premiered in December 1967, its filmmakers had modest

expectations for what seemed to be a small, sexy art-house comedy adapted
from an obscure first novel by an eccentric 24-year-old. Who knew this offbeat
story – a young man just out of college has an affair with one of his parents’
friends and then runs off with her daughter – would turn out to be a monster hit
with seven Academy Award nominations.
*We will be joined by author Beverly Gray, author of Seduced by Mrs. Robinson, for an in-depth look at The Graduate’s the influence on the future of
filmmaking and explore how it rocked the late-sixties world, reflecting and
changing the era’s views of sex, work and marriage. Her insight into neverbefore-revealed details will enlighten and entertain you.
Language: English Running Time: 1 hr. 46 min.

Sponsored by Radiology Regional Center

Tuesday, January 15 at 7:15 p.m.
Sunday, January 27 at 3:00 p.m.*
THE OSLO DIARIES

The year is 1992, and Israeli-Palestinian relations are at an all-time low. In an
attempt to stop the bloodshed, a small group of Israelis and Palestinians meet
in Oslo – secretly and against the law. The unsanctioned meetings that changed
the Middle East forever are chronicled only by the negotiators’ diaries.
Language: English Running Time: 1 hr. 37 min.

* Special Matinee at Bat Yam Temple of the Islands,
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island

Thursday, January 17 at 7:15 p.m.
A BAG OF MARBLES
This heartwarming adaptation of Joseph Joffo’s enduring memoir tells the story

of the Nazi occupation through the eyes of the two young Jewish boys. Despite their naiveté, their father knows that their best chance to escape the Nazi
roundup is to flee on their own to Vichy, France, where their older brothers
have found safe haven. Always one false move from tragedy, these tenacious
children survive on courage, ingenuity and more than a bit of cunning as they
make their precarious way through France hoping to reunite with their family. More than anything, it’s their brotherly bond that gets them through their
ordeals.
Language: French Running Time: 1 hr. 53 min.

Sponsored by Sara and Brian Krivisky

Tuesday, January 22 at 7:15 p.m.
THE SAMUEL PROJECT

Eli gets to know his grandfather Samuel for the first time when he makes him
the subject of an animated art project for school. With dreams of becoming
a professional artist, Eli discovers that his Jewish grandpa, a San Diego dry
cleaner, was heroically saved from Nazi capture in Germany by a young woman when he was a boy.
Language: English Running Time: 1 hr. 32 min.
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Thursday, January 24 at 7:15 p.m.
HUMOR
ME
A once-acclaimed New York playwright, Nate is struggling to finish his new

play when his wife leaves him, taking their son. Desolate, broke and unable to
pay the rent, Nate begrudgingly moves in with his widowed father, in his New
Jersey retirement golf community. Bob, always quick with a joke, uses humor
to deal with all of life’s challenges, even the death of his beloved wife. It drives
Nate crazy. Thinking his son could benefit from some discipline, Bob sends
Nate to work for an older ex-Marine who runs operations at the community.
While at work, Nate stumbles on a senior citizen theater troupe staging a musical. Nate agrees to help but quickly realizes it won’t be easy to get these quirky
seniors to cooperate. Ultimately, the father and son realize they each have their
own forms of storytelling and come to appreciate their differences.
Language: English Running Time: 1 hr. 33 min.

Tuesday, January 29 at 7:15 p.m.
LET’S DANCE
Let’s Dance examines how Israel, despite its reputation as a militaristic and

“macho” society, became a recognized world leader in Modern Dance, and
formed part of its historical development. Through spectacular pieces of videodance, rich archive material, interviews and visual demonstrations, the film
follows the circumstances that made Israeli Modern Dance one of the greatest
local cultural achievements to date. It also examines the interrelation between
two phenomena of the 20th century – Modern Dance (especially German Modern Dance) and Zionism (the evolution of the Israeli society). Let’s Dance looks
at the joint effort exerted by these two movements to disconnect from the bonds
of tradition and to create a new and revolutionary identity which stands for
simplicity and social involvement.
Language: Hebrew Running Time: 1 hr. 12 min.

Thursday, JANUARY 31 at 7:15 p.m.
THE
LAST SUIT
Eighty-eight-year-old Holocaust survivor Abraham Bursztein is about to be put

out to pasture by his children, who have sold his house in the suburbs of Buenos
Aires and booked him into a retirement home. Refusing to bow to family pressure, he sets off on an adventure from which he doesn’t expect to return. Fueled
by a sense of duty, and a quest for closure and fulfillment, Abraham decides
that the moment has come to fulfill a promise and seek out an old friend. With
assistance from a cast of kindly strangers, the sharply-dressed suit maker travels by train across Europe from Spain to Poland, in search of the man who
saved him from certain death at Auschwitz. Undeterred by a series of travel
mishaps, family foibles and geographical obstacles along the way, the hard
edges of the cantankerous Abraham gradually soften.
Language: Spanish Running Time: 1 hr. 32 min.

Sponsored by Sylvia and Paul Simko

Tuesday, February 5 at 7:15 p.m.
TEAM ISRAEL:
HEADING HOME

This is the David-and-Goliath story of Israel’s national baseball team as it competes for the first time in the World Baseball Classic. After years of crushing
defeats, Israel finally ranks among the world’s best in 2017. Its roster includes
many Jewish-American major leaguers, most with a tenuous relationship to
Judaism, barely any ever having set foot in Israel. Their odyssey takes them
from the Holy Land, where they are hailed as modern-day Maccabees, to the
tournament in South Korea where they must debunk their reputations as hasbeens and wannabes. The connection to Israel that the players forge pushes them
to unexpected heights as they represent the country on the world stage.
Language: English Running Time: 1 hr. 32 min.

Thursday, February 7 at 7:15 p.m.
93QUEEN
Set in the Hasidic enclave of Borough Park, Brooklyn, 93Queen follows a

group of tenacious Hasidic women who are smashing the patriarchy in their
community by creating the first all-female volunteer ambulance corps in New
York City. With unprecedented and insider access, the film offers up a unique
portrayal of a group of empowered women who are taking matters into their
own hands to change their own community from within.
Language: English Running Time: 1 hr. 30 min.

Tuesday, February 12 at 7:15 p.m.
WHY
THE JEWS
The stunning accomplishments of the Jews raise a question no film dared ask

before. How do they do it? Some of the world’s most prominent thinkers tackle
a mystery shrouded in ignorance and prejudice. They tear back the curtain on a
taboo and draw a startling link between a people’s achievements and the darkest hours in its history. A contribution to humanity is enormous, unique and
exceedingly difficult to explain. From Moses to Maimonides, to Mahler, Marx,
Freud, Einstein and some 197 Nobel Prize Laureates, the stunning social, scientific and artistic accomplishments of the Jews raise an obvious question. How
do they do it?
Language: English Running Time: 1 hr. 11 min.

Sponsored by Norman Love Confections

The Jewish Federation of
Lee and Charlotte Counties
thanks the members of the
2019 Jewish Film Festival
Committee for their help
in reviewing and selecting
films:
Sara Krivisky, Chair
Carolyn Gora, Co-Chair
Karin Fine, Claire Goldhagen,
Helene Glocer, Elisa Grossman,
Andi Horowitz, Jan Klein,
Carol Lovitch, Esta Rubinstein,
Leni Sack, Lynn Talone

ORDER FORM

Indicate your choices on the form below
and send it along with your payment to:

The Jewish Federation
9701 Commerce Center Court
Fort Myers, FL 33908
Questions? Call 239.481.4449 x4
or email debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
Name______________________________________
Address____________________________________
City____________________ ST____ Zip_________
Phone______________________________________
Email______________________________________

Tickets will be mailed up to December 31.
Tickets ordered after December 31 will be
available after 6:00 p.m. inside the theater
the day of the show.
No refunds on tickets.

OPEN SEATING AT ALL FILMS
SERIES OF EVENING FILMS: $108
INDIVIDUAL FILMS: $12 each
Indicate # of tickets desired for each film:
_____ Series Ticket....................(all 10 films)
_____ The Graduate...........................1/13/19
_____ The Oslo Diaries.......................1/15/19
_____
.......................1/27/19
_____ A Bag of Marbles......................1/17/19
_____ The Samuel Project..................1/22/19
_____ Humor Me................................1/24/19
_____ Let’s Dance...............................1/29/19
_____ The Last Suit............................1/31/19
_____ Team Israel: Heading Home......2/5/19
_____ 93Queen......................................2/7/19
_____ Why the Jews...........................2/12/19
_____ Total Due
r Check payable to Jewish Federation enclosed
Charge: r MasterCard r Visa r Amex r Discover
Name on card________________________________
Card#______________________________________
Exp. Date____________________________________
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Learn some Italian (wines)
By The Wine Whisperer

I

t’s no secret that Americans love
Italian wines. Since we spend so
much time in Italian restaurants,
and since we love the cuisine, it’s only
natural that we usually reach for a bottle of Chianti or something similar to
complement our meals.
It’s also no secret that Chianti and
the surrounding regions are the wine
regions best known to most of us.
There, and perhaps the Piedmont area where
those tasty Barolos and Barberas
come from.
Okay, and
maybe we’ll be
surprised by a
 Jerry
bottle of some
Greenfield
yummy red like
Corvina from the Veneto, the area west
and north of Venice. Well, it’s time to
expand our Italian horizons…just a
little bit.
First, as I may have mentioned in
the past, Italy is the only country in
the world where wine is made in every single region. There are between
17 and 18 regions (depending how you
count them), which means that places
like Sicily, Apulia and even Sardinia
deserve some attention. There are discoveries to be made.
A recent revelation is a red wine
called Teroldego, which is mainly
grown in the Dolomites, the mountains due north of Venice by about 150
miles. In fact, the region is closer to
Austria than to Italy.
Anyway, this is a charming medium-bodied red with soft tannins and
flavors of dark berry fruits, like wild
cherry, cassis and blueberry. In a way,
it’s a bit like a Shiraz that doesn’t
smack you in the face. It’s softer,
rounder and much more subtle. One
of the new standouts among Teroldego
winemakers is Elisabetta Foradori, so
look for that name on the label. It’s a
new favorite at our house.
Like most forms of life, grapes can

become extinct. People stop cultivating
them and they just sort of go away. One
of those is a red called Piculit Neri, but
it’s making a comeback thanks to one
single dedicated (obsessed?) winemaker named Emilio Bulfon. He rediscovered this ancient varietal, and I’m
glad he did. He has also revived other
varietals and is actively promoting
them. The wine has flavors of wild berries, with hints of smoke and vanilla.
You might also sense some herbaceous
notes. It’s a bit tannic, which makes it
an excellent match for meat dishes and
some poultry.
Back to the Teroldego. Here’s our
recommendation, along with some other favorites.
Foradori Teroldego Vignetti Delle
Dolomite 2014 ($24) – The deep garnet
color in the glass promises richness on
the palate with an unmistakably Italian
nose of sweet black fruit, red flowers
and hints of earth. The wine is very
round and soft on the palate, with no
clinging tannins. There is warm dark
cherry, and a persistent finish that goes
on and on. We bought a case of it. WW
94
Chateau Montelena Zinfandel
Calistoga 2015 ($39) – While this winery is best known for its Chardonnay,
the Zin is definitely worth a try. Very
true to type, with smoke, bramble,
chocolate and wood notes nicely balanced by bold black fruit flavors. WW
90
Bruno Paillard Champagne NV
($50) – A premiere example of what
Champagne is supposed to be. Drinks
above its price point. Fine mousse, with
tangy notes of minerals and lemon. We
finished the whole bottle. WW 94
Lucas & Lewellen Hidden Asset
Red Blend Santa Barbara 2016 ($29)
– An interesting mélange of Malbec,
Merlot, Syrah and a few other varietals, the 16 months of oak aging imparts complex flavors of red and black
raspberry, spice and currant. Tannins
are lush and rounded for a lingering
finish. WW 92

Ask the Wine Whisperer
Why is there sediment in my wine?
– Denise B., Bonita Springs
The solids you might see in a wine bottle consist of pigments that drop out of
suspension as the wine ages. Also, the
tannins sometimes bond together and
settle to the bottom. These particles are
harmless but it’s best to stand the bottle
upright for a few days, then decant the
wine. You can also buy a special wine

funnel that has a screen inside to strain
out the sediment.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisperer. He is Creative Director of Greenfield Media & Marketing, and Wine
Director of the international Direct
Cellars wine club. His new book, Ask
the Wine Whisperer, has just been published. Read his other writings at www.
winewhisperer.com.

Independently owned, family oriented…
Together we celebrate tradition

1589 Colonial Boulevard • Fort Myers, FL 33907
fortmyersmemorial.com • 239-936-0555 • 877-936-0555

For a continuously updated
calendar of events, visit
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

GIFT CARDS MAKE THE

Perfect Gift

Sundays at 4:00 P.M.
1/6/19, 1/20, 1/27, 2/3

Shop More. Spend Less.
C O M P A N Y

S T O R E

Jewish Federation Community Room
9701 Commerce Center Ct., Fort Myers 33908

All ages & levels of dance experience are
welcome. Wear comfortable shoes, bring a
water bottle AND A FRIEND!
RSVP a MUST to Marsha Kistler
marshatemple2012@gmail.com

Over

140

Top Designer and Brand Name Outlet Stores and Restaurants
®

Voted the Best Factory Outlet Mall, Best Shopping Experience and Best Place to Buy Shoes in Southwest Florida
Play at our newest attractions: The Rock Climbing FunWalls and Amazing Things 5-D Motion Theater.
Party Packages available at MiromarOutlets.com/play.

I-75, Exit 123, Just North of Naples • MiromarOutlets.com • (239) 948-3766
Copyright © 2019, Miromar Development Corporation.
Miromar Outlets is a registered service mark of Miromar Development Corporation. 0119-2602
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Lowell S. Schoenfeld
Florida Board Certified Wills,
Trusts & Estates Attorney

Brian Simon, ChFC®, CLU®

Financial Advisor, Park Avenue Securities, LLC

1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919
239-936-7200
lowellschoenfeld@gskattorneys.com

www.gskattorneys.com
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The Art of Fashion and Moore

Lisa Bendetowicz, LCSW

(in the Arcade in historic
downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner
2267 1st. St., Suite 12
Ft. Myers, FL 33901

Michelle Schoenfeld, LCSW

(239) 204-9759
info@artoffashionandmoore.com
www.artoffashionandmoore.com

www. livinghappily.org 239.208.2217
15050 Elderberry Lane, Suite 4, Ft Myers
Insurance and Medicare Accepted

DANIEL BENDETOWICZ, M.D., P.A.
Board Certified in Internal Medicine

Internist of the Year Award
Florida Chapter of the
American College of Physicians
Adjunct Professor
Nova Southeastern University
Call us today. Now accepting new patients.

985-1050 www.doctorben.net

6840 International Center Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33912
Located in Plantation Professional Center next to the CenturyLink Sports Complex

Higginson Tax & Accounting, LLC




Tax Preparation • Planning • Audit Representation

Eric Higginson




Certified Public Accountant
239.935.6950

3571 Del Prado Blvd North • North Cape Coral 543-2075
8841 College Parkway • Ft. Myers 433-2245

est.1995

www.higginsontax.com
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Tax Planning
Guy E.
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Florida Bar
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Jennifer
Siegal-Miller

Florida Bar
Board Certified
Wills, Trust and
Estate Attorney

Janet Astrin
Sales Associate

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
CERTIFIED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR
CERTIFIED CIVIL LAW MEDIATOR

14360 S. Tamiami Trail • Fort Myers, Florida 33912
(239) 482-3001 • Fax (239) 482-8846
leelightingflorida.com
Like us on Facebook
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Paul Weinstein, CFP®

Managing Partner, WWFG
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Eric Gurgold

RAYMOND JAMES®
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239-768-1490 • 888-768-1490 Toll Free • 239-768-1935 Fax
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henlaw.com • 239.344.1100

Rubinstein, Holz & King P.A.
Family Law Attorneys

Alan J. Rubinstein
Board Certified - Marital & Family Law
Fellow of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers

1375 Jackson St., Ste. 304
Fort Myers, FL 33901

(239) 332-3400
Fax (239) 332-5078
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Lake Suzy
Florida

(941) 627-2001
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Local firefighter involved with
Emergency Volunteer Project in Israel
By Fred Plocinski

I

had the honor to travel to Israel for
one week just before Thanksgiving,
not for a vacation but to work side
by side with some of Israel’s bravest.
I am one of many volunteers in a program called the Emergency Volunteer
Project, or EVP for short. I started on
this path many years ago when my department and others in Lee County had
hosted EVP for a week and we showed

We initially stayed at one of the
newer fire stations in Be’er Sheva and
ran calls with the crews that were there.
The two guys from California stayed
in Be’er Sheva, the two from Arizona
were dropped off at Netivot, and the one
from Ft. Lauderdale and I were sent to
Ashkelon, which is one of the busier
stations.
We experienced many new things
while we were there. We were introduced to many kinds of food. One that
stood out was shakshuka, an outstanding breakfast dish. The Turkish coffee
was great, and I do not like coffee. One
of the many phrases we would learn
were the words for “good morning.”
It was somewhat easy to remember
because it sounded like saying “broken toe,” although it was pronounced
“boker tov.”
We found that the Israel fire departments’ procedures were similar to ours
in many ways and a few were different,
but only due to the structural differences

in homes. Our homes here do not have
bomb shelters in them or have every
window covered with some sort of security, such as bars or metal doors. Most
doors in America have maybe two locks
at the most, when theirs may have four
or more. This is a lot to think about if
the house is on fire.
Our hosts at every station were
great! They made us feel very welcome.
And even when we attempted to help in
the kitchen before or after we ate, we
would usually be shooed away.
The EVP program made time to take
us on a one-day trip to Jerusalem. I am
glad the guys told me it was colder in
Jerusalem due to its elevation. It was
a bit rainy that day, so taking a jacket
became a good thing.
Upon our arrival in Jerusalem, I realized what a beautiful place it was. So
rich in history is the city, that one could
still see centuries-old damage from war
in the upper stone blocks. Many areas
of architecture with notable Roman

Fred Plocinski

the Israelis how we do some things,
and they showed us the way they do
them.
I jumped at the opportunity to be
able to help them any way I could, and
eagerly awaited the day I was able to
go to Israel. In my group were two firefighters from California, two from Arizona, one from Ft. Lauderdale and me.
As soon as we arrived, things became
heated in the Gaza Strip, so training now
became time to go to work.

Fred Plocinski from Naples (far left) in Israel with the other members
of his Emergency Volunteer Project group

touches were observed. There was so
much to see, but not enough time to
see all of it. I hope to take my family
one day, and look forward to seeing a
lot more and being able to share that
with them.
Leaving our new friends was bittersweet, but as they say, there is no place
like home. I can assure you, though,
that I will always be ready to return to
help them when needed. And I know the
same would be said by my newfound
American brothers and sister. I cannot
say enough kind words to even begin
to describe how impressed I was with
each of them.
The EVP program is mostly funded
by donations to pay for flights, food and
training. Every donation, no matter how
big or small, goes a long way to help
the EVP program survive to ensure that
volunteers are always able to respond
during crises to assist our brothers and
sisters when we are needed most.
To find out more about the Emergency Volunteer Project or to make
a donation, please visit https://www.
evp.org.il. If you would like to make a
donation under my name, please click
on the Adopt Volunteer button, type in
my last name and then click on my last
name under my picture.

Bat Yam

A REFORM JEWISH CONGREGATION SERVING SANIBEL, CAPTIVA, FORT MYERS & SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

Temple of

the Islands

invites you to

THREE CANTORS and a PASTOR
A S A N I B E L C E L E B R AT I O N C O N C E R T

Songs, duets and ensembles from the Light Classics, Broadway, Pop, Yiddish and Hebrew repertoire

Sunday, February 24 at 4:00pm
2050 Periwinkle Way

Cantor Murray Simon
Bat Yam
Sanibel, Florida

Cantor Randy Herman Cantor Elizabeth Shammash
Bet Torah
Mt. Kisco, New York

Tiferet Bet Israel
Blue Bell, Pennsylvania

Rev. Dr. John Danner

Pastor, Sanibel
Congregational UCC, Sanibel

PIANO ACCOMPANIMENT BY TOBY SIMON • PRINCIPAL SPONSOR: THE LEO ROSNER FOUNDATION IN HONOR OF JUNE ROSNER

Program is open to the public at the campus shared by
Bat Yam – Temple of the Islands and Sanibel Congregational UCC – 2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT BATYAM.ORG
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BRIEFS
ISRAEL HIGH SCHOOL
DEBATE TEAM
WINS EUROPEAN
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Israel’s national high school debate
team won the EurOpen debate competition in Stuttgart, Germany, marking
the first win for Israel in the competition.
The Israeli team outperformed 37
of the best debate teams in the world,
including those of Germany, China and
the U.S.
They were unbeaten throughout all
12 rounds – a rare achievement in debate, and even more so for a team comprised of non-native English speakers.
(Tamar Beeri, Jerusalem Post)

GROWING UP IN A
COMMUNITY NEAR GAZA,
TRAUMA REMAINS WITH
YOU FOR YOUR ENTIRE
LIFE

The youth of the Gaza envelope – the
area surrounding Israel’s border with
Gaza – have lived with 18 years of
rockets and eight months of kite and
balloon arson. Shaked Rinek, 17, from
Kibbutz Nir Am, sent me the following
description of the life that she and her
friends and neighbors are living:
Living here is something that remains with you for your entire life,
because it’s simply impossible to
forget past traumas. I have a fear of
bunk-beds, because when you are in
third grade and you fall out of bed in
the middle of the night because you
missed the ladder due to your panic
from the Red Alert siren, it’s traumatic. When you can’t bear to hear loudspeaker announcements, the sound of
moving chairs, the roar of a nearby
plane, megaphones, car engines or any

sudden loud noise, that’s also from
trauma.
Going to sleep on a mattress on the
floor of a security room is traumatic.
Running in a sprint at speeds you did
not know you had. Traumatic. Seeing
Grandma and Grandpa struggling to
reach the security room on time is traumatic. This is my life and the life of everyone who lives in the Gaza envelope.
I know that we deserve for the situation here to be different. (Sivan Rahav
Meir, Times of Israel)

BRITISH PRIME MINISTER
THERESA MAY LAUNCHES
SCATHING ATTACK ON
ANTI-SEMITISM

Prime Minister Theresa May launched
a scathing attack on anti-Semitism at
the Sara Conference on gendered antiSemitism on November 26. “I have no
time for equivocation. Anti-Semitism
is racism – and any ‘equality’ movement that indulges or ignores it is not
worthy of the name.”
“The research published at today’s
conference, showing that Jewish women politicians are more likely to attract
the attentions of far-right hate groups,
was deeply disturbing.... These attitudes are not limited to the far right. As
is so often the case with anti-Semitism,
bigotry directed at Jewish women also
comes from those who would never
consider themselves to be racist, including within the women’s rights
movement itself. Some Jewish women
have been told that they’re not ‘real’
feminists unless they publicly disavow
Israel’s right to exist or been thrown off
pride marches for flying rainbow flags
that feature the Star of David.”
May said her government was “removing all hiding places for anti-Semitism, becoming the first government

ISRAEL & THE JEWISH WORLD
in the world to adopt the [International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance]
IHRA’s working definition – and all its
examples.... Freedom of thought and
freedom of speech have never meant
freedom to abuse and freedom to
threaten. Anti-Semitism and misogyny
have no place in this country.” (Joe
Millis, Jewish News - UK)

WIDESPREAD ANTISEMITISM HAS
SUPPRESSED JEWISH
LIFE IN EUROPE

CNN released a sweeping survey of
European attitudes toward Jews, essentially finding that 1/4 of respondents
espoused textbook anti-Semitic views.
Moreover, 34% said they knew “little
or nothing” about the Holocaust.
These numbers are bad enough on
their own. But they do not paint the
whole picture, which is substantially
worse for European Jews and Jewish
life. As a result, shocking numbers of
European Jews conceal their Jewishness in public, and many have left Europe entirely.
In 2013, the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights conducted its own survey of European anti-Semitism. Nearly
40% of European Jews said they feared
to openly identify as Jewish, including
60% of Swedish Jews, 51% of French
Jews and 45% of Belgian Jews. A new
survey found that 43% of Dutch Jews
hide their Jewish identity.
Anyone who has ever been to Europe knows that synagogues are frequently unmarked and typically encased within extraordinary layers of
security, as compared with their North
American counterparts. In other words,
anti-Semitism has had a massive chilling effect on Jewish life in Europe, beyond the numbers of actual anti-Semites. None of this is to say that there
isn’t vibrant Jewish life across Europe
today. But the existence and resistance

of proud Jewish communities should
not blind us to the sobering long-term
effects of that anti-Semitism. (Yair
Rosenberg Tablet)

PROGRESS WITHOUT
PEACE IN THE ISRAELIARAB CONFLICT

I

The most significant period of IsraeliArab de facto cooperation since the
last real peace process, in the 1990s,
is now taking place without one. The
Netanyahu government is reversing the
notion that only peace with the Palestinians can ensure Israel’s acceptance
in the Arab world. The Arab street may
still oppose Israel, but Arab leaders
clearly don’t.
The extent of Israeli contacts both
above and below the table are impressive. On Sunday, October 28, Sports
and Culture Minister Miri Regev became the first senior Israeli official to
visit Abu Dhabi’s Sheikh Zayed Grand
Mosque. The same day, the Israeli national anthem played when the Israeli
judo team won a gold medal at the International Judo Federation’s Grand
Slam in Abu Dhabi. Next week, Intelligence and Transportation Minister
Yisrael Katz will visit Oman and Communications Minister Ayoub Kara will
visit Abu Dhabi. An Israeli gymnastics
team is also currently competing in Qatar.
The Arab world’s new openness
to Israel is driven in part by increasing impatience and annoyance with the
Palestinians. The Saudis and Egyptians
are frustrated with a weak Mahmoud
Abbas and worried about Hamas. Add
to this the Arab states’ fear of Iran and
Sunni jihadists, and a desire to please
the U.S. – and suddenly it’s obvious
that Israel and its neighbors are bound
by common interests. (Aaron David
Miller and Hillel Zand, The Atlantic)

continued on page 24
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Israel’s kindness is repaid with terror
By Stephen M. Flatow, November 27, 2018

I

srael gives the Palestinian Arabs
self-rule in large sections of JudeaSamaria, and they use it to promote
terrorism.
Israel releases Palestinian terrorists
from prison as a gesture, and the newly
freed prisoners resume engaging in terrorism.
Israel permits Arab residents of
Gaza – enemy territory – special permits
so that they can receive medical care in
Israeli hospitals or to carry out business
transactions in Israel, and they use those
privileges to assist terror cells.
Anybody notice a pattern here?
This week’s discovery of a huge
Hamas terrorist network in the Palestinian territories is chock full of disturbing
lessons.
Let’s start with the very fact that
such a network, directed by the Hamas
regime in Gaza, has been operating
with near impunity throughout the areas
controlled by the Palestinian Authority.
The P.A. has one of the largest percapita security forces in the world. Yet
for some reason, they never noticed all
these Hamas terrorists running around.
It was the Israeli security services, the
Shin Bet, which once again had to carry
out the anti-terror operations that the
P.A. refuses to undertake.
“Hundreds” of members of the terror network were captured, the Israeli
news media reported this week. Not 20,
not 80, but hundreds! They were planning “to conduct large-scale bombing
attacks,” and had been instructed by
their commanders to “select crowded
sites as targets for the attacks… trains,
buses, hotels and restaurants.”
Sites were scouted in order to kill as
4many Jews as possible. Pittsburgh-style.
The discovery of the network
began with the arrest of a Hamas terrorist named Osweis Rajoub from the
village of Dura, near Hebron. Dura has
been under the complete control of the
P.A. since 1995. It also has more than
its share of residents who have been
involved in terror incidents.

Rajoub spilled the beans to his Shin
Bet interrogators. The Shin Bet has been
criticized by various left-wing groups
over the years for supposedly being too
rough when questioning murderers and
would-be murderers. I don’t know what
tactics they used to get Rajoub to talk,
but I’m sure glad they did what had to
be done.
Think about how many lives they
saved. Think of all the parents who
will not be mourning the murder of
their children, wives who will not be
widows, and all the children who will
not be orphans because the Shin Bet
interrogators did their job.
As a result of Rajoub talking, “hundreds of young Palestinians, both men
and women, who had been recruited by
Hamas,” were arrested, according to
the news reports. That’s right, women,
too. In Palestinian society, women are
silenced, abused and treated as secondclass citizens in almost every respect
– except in the ranks of the terrorists. If
they’re willing to murder Jews, Palestinian women can finally enjoy gender
equality.
How were messages carried from
the Hamas leadership in Gaza to its terrorists in the P.A. areas? In two ways,
the Shin Bet discovered: “by Palestinians traveling from the coastal enclave
to hospitals in Israel” and by “Gazan
businessmen with permits allowing
them to travel to the West Bank.”
One of these couriers of death was
53-year-old Na’ama Mikdad, a mother
of nine from Gaza “who had been given
a travel permit to accompany her sister
who had cancer and received medical
treatment in Israel.” How nice of Israel
to do that. In fact, the Israelis gave her
the permit even though they knew she
and her sister are the nieces of a Hamas
military commander, Muhammad Abu
Kuwaik.
How did Mrs. Mikdad repay Israel’s kindness? She traveled to P.A.controlled Bethlehem, where she met
with the terrorist Rajoub and handed

him “trousers into which a cloth strip
had been sewn on which instructions…
had been written.” He had already been
passed a phone to be used in planning
the attacks.
“With the phone and the instructions
on how to use it, Rajoub began working with an explosives expert to create
the bombs needed for the attacks,” the
Shin Bet revealed. He also recruited
two assistants from another P.A.-ruled
village, Yatir.
Mrs. Mikdad also brought messages from the Hamas leadership to a
terrorist in the P.A. capital city of Ramallah, named Fouad Dar Khalil. He
had previously spent 14 years in prison
for “taking part in a shooting attack on
an Israeli car,” as the Shin Bet put it.
Clearly, he was released much too soon.

And receiving his freedom evidently
did not inspire him to give up his old
terrorist ways. On the contrary.
Israel wants to be a nice guy. I get
that. But I wonder how long the Palestinians will continue to repay Israel’s
niceness with terrorism before it finally
becomes obvious that in rough parts
of the world like the Middle East, nice
guys finish last – or, all too often, don’t
finish at all.
Stephen M. Flatow, an attorney in New
Jersey, is the father of Alisa Flatow, who
was murdered in an Iranian-sponsored
Palestinian terrorist attack in 1995.
His book, A Father’s Story: My Fight
for Justice Against Iranian Terror, has
just been published and is available at
Devonsquarepress.com or Amazon.com.

Presented by: The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties &
Federation Friends of the Florida Repertory Theatre

A play based on the New York Times bestseller by Alan Gratz.

Sunday, March 17, 2019
2:00 P.M.
Temple Beth El

Tickets
$5.00

16225 Winkler Rd., Fort Myers 33908

For more information or to
purchase tickets contact:
Debbie Sanford at
239.481.4449 x4 or
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

What is it about Hanukah?

N

ow that Hanukah is over,
and the candles have burned
down, and the wax has been
scraped off the menorah…. Now that
the latkes have been savored and the
Hanukah gelt devoured and my waistline has expanded….
Now that all of this
has happened, what
is it about Hanukah
that keeps us coming back, lighting the
menorah, singing the
songs and playing
 Rabbi
dreidel – year after
Michael J. year and generation
Schorin
after generation?
Easy, you may say. We celebrate
it because it is easy and fun. And, indeed, it is. But there is more. Hanukah
began as a nationalistic celebration. In
the first instance of a people fighting
for their religious freedom, the Syrian
Greeks wanted to foist their Hellenistic practices upon us. While some Jews
approved, many did not. Judah and the
Maccabees fought a vastly superior
military power and, miraculously, won
our people’s freedom. And then comes
the rededication of the Temple and the
miracle of the oil, one small vessel lasting for eight days, a symbol of eternity.
But even if this was the sum total of the
holiday, would it still be worth it?
We do not need to answer that
question because our sages kicked it
up another notch. Now, it is not just the
story of our people fighting for freedom, but every people that wants to retain their intrinsic individuality. Now,
it is not just the story of one guerilla

army against a mightier enemy. It is the
story of every guerilla army. And, in an
even more spiritual way, it is not just
the story of each of us fighting back
against our fears, it is the story of all of
us exercising our courage. If you read,
or Google, the “Al Ha-Nissim” prayer,
you will see this very clearly.
Hanukah comes at the perfect time
of the year, especially if you live north
of Florida. The sun is only visible for a
few hours each day. The nights are longer and colder. And the moon, our people’s celestial guide, is also dark when
Hanukah rolls around. How easy it becomes to doubt ourselves, to doubt we
will overcome the challenges in front
of us, to doubt the winter will ever end.
Trust me, I used to live in Chicago!
Each of us has our battles to
fight, but the battle is rarely external.
Whether we fight for better health, or
to overcome an addiction, or to love
our neighbor, the weapons need to correspondingly be more “weapons of the
spirit.” With each candle we light, we
are reminded to increase the light, and
the love, in our lives and our faith in a
Higher Power. And the verse that lifts
all of this up comes from the haftarah
of Zechariah 4:6 chanted on Hanukah:
“Not by might, nor by power, but by My
spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” May all
of our fears, and enemies, be outshone
by the light and love and abundance
growing in our hearts and minds.
Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC,
BCC is a Chaplain in Lee Health’s
Department of Spiritual Services, and
ministers at the Gulf Coast Medical
Center.

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.
We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled
service and putting our clients ﬁrst.

Fort Myers • Bonita Springs • Charleston • Estero • Naples • Palm Beach • Scottsdale
www.ﬁnemarkbank.com • 239-461-5900 • Member FDIC • Equal Housing Lender
Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research ﬁrm. Rating is 5 out of 5.
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We are here to climb

A

s we enter a new secular year,
what motivates us to make
2019 better than 2018? American society is full of advice about
making and keeping New Year’s resolutions. Judaism offers us a concrete
image for inspiration
– a ladder.
Genesis tells us
the famous story
about Jacob’s ladder.
Our sacred story unfolds and the text sets
the scene in Genesis
 Rabbi
28: “Jacob left BeerNicole
sheva and set out for
Luna
Haran. Coming upon
a certain place, he passed the night
there for the sun was setting; taking
one of the stones of the place, he made
it his headrest as he lay down in that
place. He dreamed, and lo-a ladder was
set on the ground, with its top reaching
to heaven- and lo-angels of God going
up and coming down on it.”
Ladders are a surprisingly important subject in Judaism. The midrash
tells a story of a Roman noblewoman
who asks what God has been doing
since the creation of the world. Rabbi
Yose tells her, “The Holy One has been
busy making ladders, having this one
ascend and that one descend, lifting
this one up and putting that one down.”
After creation is finished, why is

God so busy making ladders? Why is
that how God spends time? One answer can be found in the Hebrew. The
word sulam can mean ladder but it can
also mean ramp or staircase. In my
house, we recently put up baby gates
on the staircase, because from the moment baby Iris could crawl, she went
straight for the stairs. There is something instinctual about climbing, about
striving to be higher, to be better. After
creation, God makes ladders so that we
can pull ourselves to new heights. We
are here to climb.
Rabbi Lawrence Kushner, a prolific writer on Jewish spirituality, points
out that the text reads “the angels are
going up the ladder.” They do not reside in heaven, and then descend to
earth. The angels are ordinary human
beings climbing the ladder of holiness.
The ark in the sanctuary of Temple
Beth El is designed to look like Jacob’s
ladder. When we come into the temple,
we strive to be our best selves, our
most holy selves. We try to be like the
angels going up the ladder.
As we enter 2019, let us climb the
ladders of kindness, understanding and
generosity. May we seek out the ladders
that God creates for us and reach new
heights.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple
Beth El in Fort Myers.

My time in Jerusalem
in 1971

I

spent the better part of 1971 in
Jerusalem at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion’s
first-year program for Reform rabbinical students. (Some us simply called
the place “Reform
School.”) One of the
main goals of the program was to immerse
the students in Hebrew, since most of
them came through
Reform synagogues’
 Rabbi
Bruce
Hebrew schools, ReDiamond
form youth groups
and Reform summer camps. And while
some of those students took Hebrew
courses in college, their real command
of Hebrew needed a year of Hebrew
immersion in Israel.
Since I was, more or less, bi-lingual
in Hebrew when I entered the program
and passed out of the Hebrew program on the first day of classes, Dean
Ezra Spicehandler let me take graduate courses at the Hebrew University,
and so I enrolled there in masters level
courses in Talmud and Bible, loving
every minute of them. Once a week I
would go to the “Reform School” to attend the lecture series offered by that
year’s scholar-in-residence, the brilliant European Jewish historian, Dr.
Michael Myer. I enjoyed what he had
to teach, and besides, it brought me
into some social contact with my classmates and future rabbinical colleagues.
I had arrived in Israel several
months before the flight that brought
my future classmates, since I wanted to
wander about and explore before settling into an academic routine. I quickly made my way to Jerusalem and rented a room in an Arab hostel just across
the street from the Damascus Gate of
the Old City.
Keep in mind, this was a few short
years after the 1967 Six-Day War, and
both the Israelis and Arab residents
of the newly annexed East Jerusalem
were still sorting things out, mostly in
a good way. The Jews were absolutely
thrilled to have access to the Old City
and the Western Wall, and the Arab
merchants were content to be “raking
it in,” although most of them quietly

bristled under the crassness and pushiness of their new customers. During the
nearly two decades of Jordanian occupation, the Old City shopkeepers had
become accustomed to polite, reverent
Christian pilgrims from all of over the
world. Their new customers took some
getting used to, but all-in-all there was
a healthy, productive detente.
While waiting for school to begin, I was fortunate to become close
to two Arab brothers, Abed and Suleiman Barakat, merchants in fine and
rare Bedouin textiles. I was blessed to
develop a very close friendship with
Abed, although Suleiman soon died
from heart failure as a young man. So
when I wasn’t in class or studying, I
spent most of my free time sitting with
the Barakat brothers in the back of
their shop in the King David Street Suq
(shuq in Hebrew), watching the world
go by, talking about all sorts things but
rarely if ever local politics.
These were cultured gentlemen
who had been attending Oxford University in England until their father
suddenly died, forcing them to return
to manage their extended family’s affairs. They were elegant, eloquent and
thoroughly cosmopolitan, and before
the 1948 Israeli War of Independence,
their family had owned much land and
even a bank in what became the Jewish
state. The family still owned and managed much of the West Bank’s electrical grid.
I treasured those times with the
Barakats in the Old City, and made sure
to introduce my closest friends in my
rabbinical school class, those who really appreciated “something special,” to
these fine men. I often included these
classmates in those magical afternoons
at the back of a shop filled with native
treasures at an ancient center of Western civilization.
And so Robert Frost observed:
I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The
Community Free Synagogue in Fort
Myers.

Up a tree in honor of
Tu B’Shevat

A

group of American Jewish
young people was visiting Israel. They gathered on a Judean hill on the edge of Jerusalem in a
section called Sanhedria to plant trees.
Each took a sapling
in hand, participated
in a short ceremony,
recited a prayer, and
then began to plant
the trees with his
own hands.
After one young Rabbi
ster planted his tree,
Solomon
he stepped back to
Agin
admire his handiwork. By chance, he almost stepped
on the sapling of a girl who was in the
process of watering her new plant. She
looked up, turned his foot aside and
shouted, “Hey, be careful! Don’t you
dare touch my tree! Don’t you dare
touch my tree!”

This incident expressed concern,
care, protection and the willingness to
defend one’s own property and people.
Whether in danger or in peace, we
must always protect what is ours. In
Israel, our brothers and sisters must be
upheld until they are fully free from
threat and able to handle the burdens
of immigrants who come with only the
clothes on their backs.
In the wider world, we must help
our fellow Jews live in dignity, protected from the pressure of the anti-Semite, and to have the same opportunity
for the things we take for granted. We
American Jews must reaffirm our cultural heritage as Jews and reconstitute
ourselves by returning to the traditions
that are uniquely ours, that belong to us
and to us alone.
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple
Shalom in Port Charlotte.

We Jews learn for
the sake of learning

W

hen talking politics, I say
to anyone who will listen
that the most important
item on the American agenda must be
education, especially, though not exclusively, education for those who do
not wish to attend
college. I believe
that America must
support
programs
of lifelong learning
and job training to
help people work in
the factories of the
 Rabbi
present, let alone the
Marc
future. The EconoSack
mist magazine wrote
(January 14, 2017, page 9), “Today
robotics and artificial intelligence call
for another education revolution. This
time, however, working lives are so
lengthy and so fast-changing that simply cramming more schooling in at the
start is not enough. People must be able
to acquire new skills throughout their
working lives.” I’m not a single-issue
voter but I listen for any politician who
will speak to this matter.
I am naturally inclined to think
this way because Judaism has always
believed in lifelong learning. Every
Jew is commanded to study a Jewish
text each day. (For those who daven
daily, there are passages in the siddur that help us fulfill this obligation.)
Our learning has multiple motivations.
We are practical: we learn in order to
do. This might be as straightforward
(though hardly easy) as how to conduct a Pesach Seder, how to enhance
our Jewish lives in 2019, or where the

Jewish world needs our charitable dollars at this time. On this last subject,
I recommend Jack Wertheimer’s new
book, The New American Judaism.
Dr. Wertheimer (with whom I studied
at JTS), is one of the most insightful
thinkers about American Jewish life
and its needs.
But our reading need not be only
practical. One of the best books I’ve
read about Judaism was written by Israelis Amos Oz and his daughter Fania
Oz Salzberger. Jews and Words, with
both humor and depth, describes the
uniqueness of our culture, especially
its fascination with language.
Torah lishma, “Torah for its own
sake,” is what has kept our people vibrant for more than 3,500 years. We
Jews learn for the sake of learning. We
learn to keep our minds always open to
new thought. We study to stay engaged
with the world.
There is a debate in the Talmud
about if one is in the middle of Jewish
study and the time has arrived to pray
the afternoon service, should one stop
studying to pray the service. Or, is the
act of study a religious act of its own
that takes the place of chanting the service? The question goes unresolved.
The two acts are on par with each other.
A recent article in The New York
Times (November 12, 2018) discusses
five new books about American and Israeli Jewish life. We Jews are prolific.
Read one of these or any other. Jewish
reading is one way to keep our Jewish
spirits alive.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple
Judea in Fort Myers.
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world. Israel is capable of benefiting
others and of benefiting from others.”
“When Jews visit areas in the Middle East, they come with American or
European passports. They [get by], but
this is not how it should be. Therefore,
in light of the general atmosphere of
the recent days, we believe that these
things can be accomplished and that it
will greatly serve the interests of both
the Palestinians and the Israelis, and
that it will also bring stability to the
Middle East.” (MEMRI-TV)

continued from page 22

OMANI FOREIGN
MINISTER: ISRAEL IS
PART OF THE REGION

Omani Foreign Minister Yusuf bin
Alawi bin Abdullah told the International Institute for Strategic Studies’
2018 Manama Dialogue on October
27, “Let me tell you something I am
saying for the first time. Israel is one of
the countries in the region, and all of us
understand and know this. The world
understands and knows this.”
“These are the facts – history tells
us that the Torah emerged in the Middle East, and that the prophets of the
Israelites were from the Middle East.
In Islamic history, there were Jews –
even in Medina. We live in a changing

IS THE ANTI-ISRAEL TIDE
IN EUROPE STARTING TO
TURN?

Surveys conducted by the Israel Foreign Ministry in major European countries show a clear rise in support for
Israel. The polls found rising support
for Israel in Germany, Spain, Italy and
continued on page 26
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What we learn from the Bible’s great contradiction

I

n Deuteronomy 15:4, we read one
of the most categorical words in the
Bible: efes, meaning zero, none,
bubkas, nada, not a single one. “There
shall be efes needy among you…”
But just a few sentences later (Deuteronomy 15:11) we
read, “The poor shall
never cease to be in
the land.”
How can the
Torah say one thing
and seven sentences
later say the com Rabbi
plete opposite?
Stephen
The resolution to
Fuchs
this “Great Contradiction” lies in the conditional nature
of our Covenant with God.
The Covenant has always been
conditional.
When our people began, God
promised Abraham and us protection,
children, permanence as a people and
the land of Israel on condition that
we be a blessing to others (Genesis
12:2), follow God’s teachings (Genesis
17:1), and practice and teach our children to fill the world with, “tzedakah
u’mishpat, righteousness and justice.”
Those are still the terms!
“There will be no poor or needy”
if and only if all people are giving, caring, sensitive to the needs of others and
generous. But since that is not likely to

happen, we who take our covenantal
obligation seriously must be aware of
and ready to open our hearts and our
hands to the poor and needy.
It goes back to the essential question Cain Asked God:
Am I my brother’s keeper?”
(Genesis 4:9)
God’s answer to us is the same as
to Cain: “Your brother’s blood cries
out to me…” (Genesis 4:10 -11)
Hopefully we hear and respond to
those plaintive cries today: Until we
become our brothers’ and sisters’ keeper, the just caring and compassionate
society that God called us to create will
never to be more than a wistful hope.
I have put the thoughts of this
essay into the form of a poem:
Bridging the Gap
Between Deuteronomy 15:4
and 15:11
I find in Deuteronomy
A glorious proclamation:
“There shall be no needy among you
In any land or nation!” (15:4)
What a wonderful vision that is!
If only it were true,
But I note a few lines further
That we have much work to do
“The poor will never cease to be,”
(15:11)
The very next paragraph reads.

How can two such opposite views
Be almost rubbing knees?

The answer lies between
The conflicting thoughts we heard,
But we must follow closely
And take to heart God’s words!
There will be no poor about!
That will only happen when,
All of us work together
To make that time “Now,” not “Then!”
But we all know the time’s not near
When all will heed God’s wish
So those of us who really care
Must step up to the dish.
Most of us in Sanibel
Are comfortable no doubt.
But all too many on God’s earth
Surely do without!
Without a home to keep them dry
Without clothes to keep them warm,
From snow and sleet and wind and
rain,
And every passing storm.

Others strive just to exist
Without enough to eat
Try feeding five on minimum wage.
That’s surely no mean feat.
And don’t forget those in our midst
Who have much that they own,
But suffer sadness deep inside
And feel so all alone.
Can our hearts make room for them?
Can their pain we feel?
And perhaps invite one to our home
To share a joyful meal!
Scripture’s charge to us is clear:
There is much still to be done,
Before our world and God’s will
Truly become one!

May we give thanks for all our
blessings
With hearts and hands unfurled
To embrace God’s challenge to us
To repair our broken world!
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on Sanibel Island.

Read the current and recent
issues of L’CHAYIM online at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

Send updates and changes to the Directory below
to loriramos@jfedlcc.org.
TEMPLE BETH EL

REFORM
16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908
Rabbi Nicole Luna
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com
Temple educator: Dale Cohen, Ma.Ed., R.J.E
Preschool director: Jesyca Virnig
President: Governance Committee
Email: governancetbe@gmail.com
Phone: 433-0018 • Fax: 433-3235
Web site: www.templebethel.com
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday
Religious & Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday
Judaica Gift Gallery
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
REFORM

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990
Rabbi Devora Buchen
President: Arnie Schwartz
Phone: 772-4555 • Fax: 772-4625
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday
Religious School: Thursday 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m.
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood,
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.)

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS

REFORM
Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 2050
Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs
President: Alan Lessack
Phone: 239-579-0296 (Oct-Apr)
773-251-8862 (May-Sept)
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com
Cantor: Murray Simon
Web site: www.batyam.org
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr)
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept)
Adult Education:
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr)
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism

TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS

REFORM
23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675
Rabbi Solomon Agin
President: Gary Wein
Phone: (941) 625-2116
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com
Web site: templeshalomfl.com
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m.
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m.
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m.
Organizations: Sisterhood
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE

REFORM
10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center)
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919
Rabbi Bruce Diamond
(bdiamond5@comcast.net)
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton
Adult Educator: Jessica Evers
Phone: (239) 466-6671
E-mail: comfreesyn@gmail.com
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday
at 6:30 p.m.
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m.
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

TEMPLE JUDEA

CONSERVATIVE
14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908
Rabbi Marc Sack
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org
President: Dan Fox
Director of Congregational Learning:
Tab Scribner
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com
Phone: 433-0201 • Fax: 433-3371
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com
Web site: www.tjswfl.org
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m.
Early childhood education:
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years;
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism

CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/
ESTERO

ORTHODOX
24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood
Centre)
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg
Phone: 949-6900
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by
a kiddush

ORTHODOX
204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950
Rabbi Simon Jacobson
Phone: (941) 833-3381
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by
a kiddush
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

ORTHODOX
5620 Winkler Road
Fort Myers, FL 33919
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz
Phone: 433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org
Web site: www.chabadswf.org
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at
noon Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m.

CHABAD JEWISH CENTER
OF CAPE CORAL

ORTHODOX
1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski
Phone: 963-4770
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com
Web site: www.chabadcape.com
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m.
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by
Kiddush luncheon
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m.
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m.
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m.
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
 Shalom Life Center

Lawrence Dermer, Spiritual Leader - 218-3433
• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee):
Jacki Waksman - (954) 653-9053
• AJC (American Jewish Committee):
Brian Lipton - (941) 365-4955
• Anti-Defamation League: (561) 988-2900
• B’Nai B’rith International: (941) 302-4500
• Chevra Kadisha:
Gene Sipe - 841-4615
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter:
Lynn Weiner - 598-1009
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County):
Odette Port - (941) 505-1409
• Hazak 55+ Chapter:
Joyce Rosinger - 437-1566
• Humanistic Jewish Havurah:
Paula Creed - 495-8484
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: (800) 622-8017
• Jewish Community Services: 481-4449
• Jewish National Fund: (727) 536-5263
Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733
• Jewish War Veterans:
Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 246-3151
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida:
Nechamie Minkowicz - 822-2784
• ORT - Gulf Beaches Chapter
Marina Berkovich - 566-1771
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2 hours
of jump
time,
pizza &
drinks

4331 Veronica S
Shoemaker Blvd,
Fort Myers, FL
33916

Monday,
February
18, 2019
10am—12pm

To register
contact Debbie
Sanford at
239.481.4449 or
dsanford@
jfedlcc.org

Presented
by:
Free
for PJ
Library
Families

High School Students:
Earn CAS Credits!
The Jewish Federation of Lee
and Charlotte Counties is
interested in hearing from
teenagers in high school
who might like to earn CAS
credits though various work
in the Jewish community.
If you are interested,
please send the following
information to
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

BRIEFS
continued from page 24
the UK. In Germany, sympathy for Israel rose by 2% in 2017 to reach 41%.
At the same time, antipathy to Israel
fell from 35% to 31%. In Britain, support rose from 32% to 40%, while lack
of support fell from 39% to 33%. In
Spain, 40% supported Israel compared
to 32% who did not. In Portugal, 48%
were sympathetic to Israel and 30%
were not. In Romania, support for Israel grew from 49% to 56%.
Overall sympathy for Israel in the
EU rose from 38% to 43%, while the
number of unsympathetic to Israel fell
from 30% to 29%. A Foreign Ministry
official said, “In the past, the EU associated the Middle East with Israel automatically. Today, when you say ‘the
Middle East,’ the average European
thinks about Syria and the refugees.”
(Ariel Kahana, Israel Hayom)

HOW ISRAEL IS
RESPONDING TO THE
WORLDWIDE WATER
SHORTAGE

In 1937, before they had a state, Jews
in Mandatory Palestine had Mekorot, a
national water authority. During Israel’s infancy, Mekorot was tasked with
diverting water from sources such as
the Sea of Galilee and the Jordan River
in the wetter north to the more barren
south.
Nearly two-thirds of Israel is desert. Rainfall is scarce and devastating
droughts are commonplace. If Israelis
were to thrive, they’d have to provide
water security to a people cornered in
one of the most arid strips of land on
Earth. Moreover, Israel’s rainfall has
been cut in half since 1948, while its
population has increased tenfold.
Israel reuses more than 90% of
its water; next in the world is Spain at
20%. Using drip irrigation, Israel made
its desert bloom. More recently, it added desalination of the Mediterranean
to the mix. By 2014, Israel was able to
export water to neighboring Jordan and
Palestinian territories. Today, Israelideveloped water technology is being
used in more than 100 countries.
Sustainable Nation is a new Israeli
documentary that follows three Israeli
water-sector innovators who are attempting to bring their expertise to water-starved or water-challenged parts
of the world such as South Asia and
Africa. Sivan Yaari is CEO of Innova-

tion: Africa, which has brought solarpowered water pumps to hundreds of
rural African villages. Eli Cohen is an
aquatic farmer trying to bring his revolutionary natural filtration methods to
India, where the water supply remains
mired in pollution problems. (Oren
Peleg, Los Angeles Jewish Journal)

38% OF JEWS IN EUROPE
ARE THINKING ABOUT
LEAVING

Growing anti-Semitism has prompted
38% of European Jews to consider
leaving Europe, a new report by the
EU Agency for Fundamental Rights
reveals.
89% of Jews surveyed said that anti-Semitism in the EU had risen significantly in the past five years, with 85%
saying that anti-Semitism was the most
serious problem they faced.
30% said they had personally experienced anti-Semitic attacks. Most of
these were people whose appearance
identified them as Jews.
80% said they had refrained from
reporting anti-Semitic incidents.
A third said they chose to stay
away from Jewish events or Jewish
institutions out of fear for their safety.
(Eldad Beck, Israel Hayom)

INSIDE ISRAEL’S
IRON DOME MISSILE
INTERCEPTOR
MANUFACTURING PLANT

Rafael Advanced Defense Systems has
been manufacturing Tamir interceptor
missiles for Israel’s Iron Dome missile
defense system for seven years. The
three-meter-long Tamir has achieved
1,800 interceptions of rockets fired at
Israel.
There is no margin for error. A
carelessly produced missile means failure and the possible loss of human life.
At least 90% of Tamir interceptions are
successful, according to the Israel Ministry of Defense. Upgrades have made
it possible to intercept shorter range
rockets and mortars. The performance
of every interceptor fired is immediately analyzed by the Iron Dome staff in
order to improve performance.
The U.S. gave Israel hundreds of
millions of dollars to produce the Iron
Dome, which is reflected in the fact
that today, 70% of the interceptor missile’s components are produced in the
U.S. and imported to Israel for final
assembly. At the same time, Israel has
preserved independent and immediate
production capabilities. (Yuval Azulai,
Globes)

Candle lighting times:
January
January
January
January

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision.
Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique,
unexpected and spontaneous.

4:
11:
18:
25:

5:31
5:36
5:41
5:47

Results of
a recent
national
survey of
25,000
families
conducted by
PJ Library

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860

mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

Parents in Lee
and Charlotte
counties whose
children are
enrolled in
PJ Library
participated in
the survey.

PJ Library is
making a
difference in the
lives of families
raising Jewish
children..

FOCUS ON YOUTH
morning breakfast the
congregation prepared in
conjunction with the City
of Fort Myers. Students
also assisted our teens in preparing and
sorting old crayons that were melted
into new crayons for children to color
with and take home from the event.
Our teens have taken tzedakah a
step further with a much bigger undertaking: collecting and wrapping gifts
of personal care items for our guests
at the breakfast. It started as an idea
among the teens over coffee during
religious school. Before long, I had
an assortment of bags, and then boxes, piled along the walls of my office.
Members of our Temple Judea community and several local dentists also
contributed items, including cases of
toothbrushes and tubes of toothpaste.

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS

f
Fort Myers
n
oTab Scribner,
sDirector of Congregational Learning
If there is one thing that I’ve learned
about Temple Judea Religious School,
it’s that busy never stops. Our children
are always engaged in meaningful and
creative endeavors. As always, we’ve
had an active month of learning and
dengagement in Jewish life and commurnity service.
e
In late November, after an aftersnoon of Hebrew lessons. we held our
first Hebrew Bingo Night. Kids, parents and teachers enjoyed pizza, played
-bingo, and many won prizes for their
%winning cards. By the end of the night,
teveryone knew their colors.
Leading up to Thanksgiving and
through the month of December, our
fchildren have been learning about
etzedakah, acts of righteousness and
social justice in our chevruta learning sessions. One act of tzedakah that
they undertook was decorating custom
yplacemats in support of the Christmas

.
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During their winter break from
school, the teens came in and organized their collection according to age
appropriateness and gender, and then
wrapped the gifts in color-coded wrapping paper for efficient distribution.
The spring is shaping up to be every bit as exciting as our fall. Several
programs have been scheduled to serve
the needs from the youngest among us
to retirees wanting something more.

A
.
e

To help strengthen the bond across
generations, our Tot Shabbat programs
designed for families with young children will begin on Friday, January 18 at
5:00 p.m. at Temple Judea. These “no
longer than 45-minute” Shabbat adventures are designed to welcome children
to the synagogue and provide a familyfriendly prayer environment. Join us in
celebrating Shabbat with music, interactive stories and family activities.

BBYO happenings
this month

By Jessica Zimmerman, Associate Regional Dir., North Florida Region

I

n December, Ft. Myers BBYO
participated in a Global Shabbat
Extravaganza. Teens gathered at
the Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest
Florida for Friday night services and
on Sunday they attended the Chanukah
Cruise with Chabad. It was a beautiful weekend and we
thank Rabbi Minkowicz for including
us in the festivities.
This January,
Ft. Myers BBYO
is gearing up for
its second convenJessica Zimmerman

tion of the year:
MIT/AIT. Join us in
Lake Placid, Fl for a
weekend that is specifically designated
for NEW BBYO teenagers. We invite
8th-12th graders to join North Florida
Region, teens from Naples, Fort Myers, Tampa, Jacksonville, Melbourne,
Gainesville and Orlando, for a weekend packed with sisterhood and brotherhood fun. You can learn more about
MIT/AIT here: bit.ly/mitait2019.
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In February, thousands of BBYO
teens from 47 countries will be traveling to Denver to celebrate International
Convention. Some teens refer to IC as
the best week of their lives. To learn
more about IC, February 14-18, use
this link: azabbg.bbyo.org/ic. Scholarships are available for convention and
IC.
For those of you unaware of what
BBYO is and what it does: We believe
that we can enrich the life of a young
person in a very profound way. We
bring Jewish teens together, so they can
form powerful, authentic relationships
with each other and
with inspiring adult
role models. We
do this by creating
compelling Jewish
environments and
experiences where they feel pride in
who they are, in control of their own
destiny and a part of something greater
than themselves.
To be added to our mailing list,
please email me at jesszimmerman@
bbyo.org. Follow us on Instagram @
orshemeshbbyo.
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DISCOVER
THE FUN!
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PJ LIBRARY RADIO LIVE!
PJ
PJ LIBRARY
LIBRARY RADIO
RADIO LIVE!
LIVE!

Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids
musicfamilies
— anytime,
anywhere.
Now PJ library
can listen
to Jewish kids
Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids
musicPJLibraryRadio.com
— anytime, anywhere.
Introducing
, an online
music — anytime, anywhere.
streaming
radioPJLibraryRadio.com
station with more than
songs
Introducing
, an2,000
online
Introducing
, an2,000
online
from hundreds
of artists
across
the
globe.
streaming
radioPJLibraryRadio.com
station
with more
than
songs

streaming
radio station
with
than
2,000
songs
Music
is available
24/7
withmore
special
music
blocks
from
hundreds
of artists
across
the
globe.
from
hundreds
ofHoliday
artists
across
the
globe.
Shabbat,24/7
Bedtime.
Music
isfor
available
with and
special
music
blocks
Music isfor
available
24/7
with
special
music
Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime. blocks
forthe
Shabbat,
Holiday and Bedtime.
• Listen to
music online
•
•
•
•

Listen to the
online
Download
themusic
free app
on ITunes, Google Play
Listen
to
the
music
online
or
Tune In Radio
Download
the free app on ITunes, Google Play
Download
the free app on ITunes, Google Play
or Tune In Radio
or Tune In Radio

SHARE the experience
of reading with your
children as they grow with
PJ Library books.

SIGN UP TODAY!
Enrollment is open to
Jewish families with
children between the
ages of six months to
eight years
living in
Lee & Charlotte Counties.

RECEIVE
THE GIFT
OF FREE
JEWISH
CHILDREN’S
BOOKS
MAILED TO
YOUR HOME
EVERY MONTH!
Funded by the
Roth Family
Foundation
&
Asher Family
Foundation

More information,
contact Debbie Sanford
239.481.4449 ext. 3
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.
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Without this continued
understanding of G-d’s
transformative
power,
how could we successfully raise up a new gen-

eration?
The Talmud teaches: “When you
teach your son, you teach your son’s
son.” Children are our hope and our future. For our community to be vital and
strong, we should embrace who we are
today, realizing we no longer live in the
20th century or in the time of Moses.
Today, we come from many different
and diverse backgrounds and continue
to redefine what it means to be a Jewish
family. We live in the 21st century and
face the challenges of life in a rapidly
changing world. We should be open to
change and able to adapt in order to inspire and engage a new generation of
Jewish youngsters. Times may change
but what remains constant for us is the
tradition of building long-lasting relationships on love, nurturing, trust, stability and joy.
We’re so excited to be in our new

home, which will give us the opportunity to better serve the ever changing
needs of our Southwest Florida Jewish
community. Our SLC Bar/Bat Mitzvah program is unlike any other seen
or experienced. It’s tailored to each individual young person, ensuring a rite
of passage that’s not only challenging
but captivating. The process gives our
young people a deep, personal and lasting link to their heritage with the freedom to create a customized journey
according to individual interests. We
look forward to working with our families every step of the way, planning a
pathway that is inspirational, fulfilling,
convenient and affordable.
We believe in connecting with
young people by making Judaism relevant and meaningful. Communicating
with young people to engage them, ultimately inspiring an attitude of Jewish strength and pride, is our mission!
We’re committed to offering a unique
path to Jewish life and learning that reflects the needs and desires of our contemporary world and our community.

We believe in building strong relationships with the entire family and the
result is an experience that ensures the
continuation of our sacred and timeless
Jewish traditions for another generation, L’dor Vador!
Please join us in our new home at
7470 Hickory Drive in Fort Myers, two
miles north of Corkscrew on US 41.
Mark your calendars for Saturday,
January 12 at 7:30 p.m. Get on your feet
for our first big concert event of 2019.
Join with the fabulous SLC Band for
“Broadway and Beyond,” an incomparable musical experience featuring the
best of Broadway from the classics of
Les Mis, West Side Story and Fiddler
on the Roof, as well as new favorites
from Hairspray, The Greatest Showman and more.
To RSVP and for more information on all our many classes, clubs,
special events, programs and services,
please call 239.218.3433, email info@
shalomlifecenter.org or visit www.sha
lomlifecenter.org

Party. We met new members at the New Member
Brunch and celebrated
Israel’s birthday in style.
We had Dr. Karen
Ezrine, National Vice Chair of Hadassah Medical Organization, educate us
about the latest in Hadassah, and went
on Hadassah missions to Israel.
We enjoyed our Mahj, Card and
Game Day, and honored our Major
Donors, Keepers of the Gate and Chai
Society Members at a recognition
event and more!
You won’t want to miss the Installation Luncheon and Fashion Show
on Tuesday, January 15 at 10:45 a.m.
at Kensington Country Club. For
more information, call Leda Lubin at
239.970.0422.
Get your group together for our
Mahj, Card and Game Day on Monday,
February 11 from 11:30 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. at Cypress Woods Golf and Country Club. Questions? Contact Carol
Weisberg at 239.254.8282.
I would like to thank everyone who
helped, volunteered, donated and participated to make this a wonderful year
for Hadassah! It has been my pleasure

to lead the Chapter with Shelley Skelton for the last 12 months.
See you at Hadassah!
***
Shelley Skelton
In order to support the extraordinary
work of Hadassah, Lynn Wilner and I
have gone full circle, and once again,
our term of office, as co-presidents
of our chapter, will be completed this
month. Time marches on and as we
look back, we pride ourselves on what
has been accomplished. The efforts of
all of our dedicated volunteers, highly
qualified personnel, medical researchers, scientists, doctors, generous donors, and everyone involved in this
monumental achievement help to support Hadassah’s initiatives.
We thank all of our friends, colleagues, committee members and
board members, without whom none of
this would be possible. We are proud to
be volunteers for an organization that
supports a hospital where the patient
always comes first.
Careful planning, tremendous
cooperation and great imaginations
brought us to where we are today. We
ARE empowered women, united and

forming a chain that is strong enough
to withstand pressure. We must help
educate Hadassah members, Associates and supporters about Hadassah’s
history. We have formed lifetime
friendships and we share in our commitment to create a more productive
and rewarding life.
Our memories from this past year
are numerous, and perhaps we should
think of it not as coming to a close, but
as a memory, packed with all things
good, and maybe some things not so
good. Memories do remain with us and
give us pause to think about the future,
hoping to improve upon what needs improvement and maintaining that which
does not. As we look back at our accomplishments, there are so many Hadassah moments of which to be proud,
moments that have made an impact on
the lives of so many others. It has been
a great pleasure to share this year with
my co-president and good friend, Lynn
Wilner, and how delighted and proud
we are to include it in our personal and
collective memories.

speaker takes the podium
at 2:00 p.m.
Nearly 40 years ago,
of Southwest Florida
together with her mother,
(239) 495-8484
Marina surrendered her
Jewish History Month –
USSR citizenship and became a statePioneer Jews of Naples
less refugee en route to the U.S. She
Paula Creed
resided in New York City before comThe Humanistic Jewish Havurah hosts
ing to live in Naples, where she evenMarina Berkovich, president of the
tually formed the JHSSWF in 2010.
Jewish Historical Society of SouthSouthwest Floridians know Marina as
west Florida (JHSSWF), on Sunday,
documentary film producer of Naples,
January 20 at 1:30 p.m. in the David G.
Florida – REDEFINING PARADISE,
Willens Community Room at the JewNaples Oral Histories: If These Walls
ish Federation of Greater Naples, 2500
Could Talk and the Southwest Florida
Vanderbilt Beach Road, Suite 2201,
Jewish Pioneers series.
Naples. Reservations are being acHer presentation is titled “Timeline
cepted by Dena Sklaroff at denas27@
of Southwest Florida Jewish History.”
aol.com or 239.591.0101. The event
From a humanistic perspective, the
begins with “coffee ’n chat” before the
events of modern times and the literary

responses to them are equally important as the events and literary responses
of ancient times. Theodore Herzl is as
significant as Joshua. A humanistic approach to Jewish history needs a determination to look beyond biblical literature to real events.
Humanistic Judaism finds a humanistic meaning in Jewish history.
It is the tale of our struggle to survive. It is a collection of useful skills
that do not derive from theology, but
come from human ingenuity, from the
response of a desperate people to the
cruelty of fate.
A humanistic approach to Jewish
history needs to give a special place
to Jewish secular achievement. It was
the transformation of the Jews from
agricultural and pastoral people into a
dispersed urban nation. Jews became a
city people and remained a city people.
The urbanization of the Jews had
many causes.
Like their Canaanite and Phoenician racial cousins, the Jews found
their land too rocky and too dry to sustain a growing population. Later, political and religious persecution added
to the outflow. Jewish refugees settled
in the cities of their host nations. In
later centuries, Jews were forbidden
to own farm estates by their Christian
rulers.
But the chief reason for the urban
conversion was simply that city life
was more stimulating, more interesting
and more profitable than farm life. The
crafts and trading were more attractive
to the Jews. Jews, like many other peo-

ple, were voluntary recruits to urban
existence.
For most of Jewish history, the
Jews were a mobile urban people developing the attitudes and skills that
would make them ideal candidates for
the capitalistic world. Money and trade,
not manure and sheep, were motivating
forces in their lives. Manufacture and
distribution, not plowing and seeding,
were the stuff out of which daily activity was made. Academics and culture
replaced superstition and augmented
tradition.
The Jewish experience moved
away from Jewish ideology. The economic development of the Jews turned
them into bookkeeping entrepreneurial
wanderers. Thus, the Jewish personality is an urban product, finely tuned
to city life and city anxiety. If most
Jews adapt easily to the demand of
requirements of modern urban living,
it is not because they were verbally
skilled in Talmudic arguments. Quite
the opposite. Polish pilpul (Talmudic
verbal games) was the direct result of
an urbanized culture that placed great
emphasis on talking and verbal exhibitionism. City communities value
verbal skills even more than physical
prowess.
Coming to terms with the Jewish urban past and with Jewish urban
skills is necessary for an authentic Jewish history. A humanistic approach to
Jewish history looks for human motivation.

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers
(239) 218-3433

L’dor Vador
Lawrence & Robin Dermer
The term l’dor vador represents a
powerful message from G-d about how
older and younger generations rely on
each other and must work together.
L’dor is the message to the elder generation, while vador is intended for
our younger generation. L’dor is also
revealed in Exodus when Moses stands
at the burning bush and experiences his
first Divine encounter. G-d delivered
His true name to Moses: ehyeh asher
ehyeh – I will be as I will be – and adds
zeh zichri l’dor dor, essentially meaning: this is my signature, my link from
generation to generation.
One of the most poignant messages
we pass from generation to generation
is a sense of G-d’s constant presence in
our lives and the many changing ways
that G-d is manifesting in our world.

HADASSAH

Collier/Lee Chapter
(239) 301-0509
Messages from the chapter’s
co-presidents
Lynn Wilner
As I bring my term of co-presidency to
a close, I thought I would take this time
to review the year and thank everyone
who has worked to make it successful.
2018 marked the 100th anniversaries of
Hadassah Medical Organization, the
Henrietta Szold Hadassah School of
Nursing and the Hadassah Department
of Ophthalmology. Hadassah began
the 360 Degrees of Healing Full Circle
Campaign to raise money to renovate
the round building at Hadassah Hospital, Ein Kerem, in Jerusalem.
Our Chapter had luncheons, a
study group, two book clubs, fundraisers, educational programs and social
activities. We participated in the Jewish Book Festival, Hadassah Shabbat
services and Knowledge & Nosh learning programs. We had fun at Shabbat Under the Stars, the Summer Pot
Luck Luau and our Annual Chanukah

HUMANISTIC JEWISH HAVURAH

the United Synagogue
of Conservative Judaism. Membership in the
organization is open to
the community. Join
HAZAK and meet new friends.
HAZAK Chapters are for singles or
couples. It’s an organization that enables members to meet and socialize
with each other. Our monthly programs
vary in nature.
Temple Judea’s HAZAK has wonderful future programs planned for this
season. Members of the community
are always welcome to attend our programs. For more information, please
email tjhazak@gmail.com or call Temple Judea at 239.433.0201.

HAZAK 55+ CHAPTER
at Temple Judea
(239) 433-0201

Jan Klein
In conjunction with the Jewish Film
Festival, Hazak will attend the screening of The Samuel Project on Tuesday,
January 22. Prior to the movie, at 5:15
p.m., we will meet at Jason’s Deli off
of Cypress Lake Drive. No RSVP is
necessary; just show up. If you have
not purchased tickets for the movie and
wish to do so, call the Federation office
at 239.481.44494 x4.
Temple Judea’s active HAZAK
Chapter is a chartered member of
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their achievements by inventing an invaluable technological process, becoming a leader in their new field and providing employment for dozens of local
families. All that while immersing their
undepletable energy, skills, talent and
financial support into practically every
endeavor the Collier County Jewish
community has undertaken – from the
first steps of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Naples (then Collier County)
to providing laymen rabbinical services whenever needed. Their hearts are
filled with joy and gratitude.
Sam Friedland never had any formal rabbinical training, but with Judith
to lean on, he delivered memorable
sermons and led weekly services at
the Jewish Congregation of Marco Island and Naples Jewish Center (now,
Congregation). Not too many of us
consciously place the title of “Doctor”
in front of Judith Friedland’s name,
yet Doctor of Psychology Judith was
able to get state certification for Sunrise Academy, started by Dr. William
Ertag, to serve the disabled children’s
community of Collier County when
there were practically no other options.
There is a long list of why we ap-

preciate the Friedlands, and when you
see this educational film, you, too, will
carry this legacy forward. One item
we must underscore – the Friedlands’
unwavering commitment to Israel that
earned them an invitation last year
from UN Ambassador Danny Danon to
the 1947 Partition Vote re-enactment in
New York City.
Tickets for the January 28 event are
$85. This is the annual fundraiser event
for our organization. If you are unable
to attend, please consider a donation.
Mail your check, payable to JHSSWF,
to The Jewish Historical Society of
Southwest Florida, 8805 Tamiami Trail
North, Suite # 255, Naples, FL 34108.
Non-members of the Society have
a one-time opportunity to purchase
membership at a discounted rate: Individual, $115 (includes one $85 ticket
and $30 discounted membership dues),
or Family, $130 (includes one $85
ticket and $45 discounted membership
dues).
For more information, please call
833.547.7935, email office@jhsswf.
org or visit www.jhsswf.org.

ing a Holocaust survivor
and the murders by the
Nazis of his grandparents
and many relatives during WWII. Bitterman has
identified more than 100 family members on his father’s side, and has uncovered events from the lives of other
relatives. He will share how he did his
research and the story of his father.
There is no cost, but please register for
this interesting program by going to
www.holocaustmuseumswfl.org.
To learn even more about how to
find out about family members who
survived or perished during the Holocaust, historian and research and refer-

ence specialist Dr. Jude Richter will be
at the Holocaust Museum on Sunday,
February 17. Dr. Richter, a specialist at
the Holocaust Survivors and Victims
Resource Center and Tracing Service
at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C., is
being brought to Naples by GenShoah
and the Holocaust Museum. Space is
limited for this special presentation
and registration is required. To register,
go to www.holocaustmuseumswfl.org.
The above programs are sponsored

by GenShoah SWFL, whose mission
is: promotion of Holocaust education
and human rights, preservation of the
history and memories of the Holocaust,
connection of the Second Generation
with one another, and support of the
Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center. All of GenShoah’s programs support this mission.
For more information about GenShoah or to receive the GenShoah
newsletter, please email genshoahswfl
@gmail.com.

of Two.
Did you ever wonder why the impact two perfectly matched individuals make in this world is exponentially
more powerful than that of one? Trust,
dependability, idea and thought exchange, as well as the strength of mutual support propel some couples into the
kind of success that makes most people
admire them and, without doubt, some
people, envy them, as we humans are
programmed to by our creative source.
Judith and Samuel Friedland, indeed, came out of absolute “nothing”
and achieved absolutely “everything,”
but they are so humble that one may
make many incorrect assumptions.
Married at a very young age, the Friedlands pursued their own American
dream of having a family, getting graduate degrees and establishing themselves as experts in their respective
fields. Relocating to Naples, they did
not sit on the laurels of their previous
combined successes. They multiplied

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
(239) 963-9347

rIda Margolis
d“Finding Family” will be presented on
tSunday, January 6 at 5:00 p.m. at the
sHolocaust Museum & Cohen Educaotion Center. Speaker and researcher
Hank Bitterman will share his research
,on his father, Holocaust survivor May-er Bitterman, who worked for Oskar
hSchindler. Hank Bitterman was a fea-tured speaker at the Jewish Genealogy
-Society of Cleveland. His interest in
,genealogy resulted from his father ben
n
h
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event will premiere the
documentary feature produced by the Jewish Historical Society of Southwest Florida, The Power

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

e
e
s
(239) 566-1771
The Power of Two – a 2019 Florida
tJewish History Month story
Marina Berkovich
The antithesis of “something from
something” is the principle of “sometthing from nothing,” which is the foun.dation of the Torah view of existence.
rSouthwest Florida and Collier County
Jewish communities are proof of this
eview. We are here as “something from
fnothing,” given the fact that only a cenrtury ago there were no Jews in this area
sthat we know of.
Each Jewish family brought with
them a little or a lot to establish and
form our foundation here. In the month
,of January, as enacted by former Flori,da Governor Jeb Bush in 2003, Florida
@celebrates the impact Jews have made
aon our wonderful state.
This year, Dr. Judith and Samuel
Friedland, Naples residents for over 30
years, will be celebrated on Monday,
January 28 at the Silverspot Cinema at
hMercato, beginning at 3:00 p.m. The
p

e
e

L' C H AY I M JA N U A RY 2 0 1 9
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

lips, and many more, including Freedom Center
Fellows Bruce Thornton,
Southwest Florida Chapter
d
Raymond Ibrahim and
(914) 329-1024
TruthRevolt editor Mark
Tapson.
Jerrold L. Sobel
In regard to the threats facing the
On Wednesday, January 30 at 7:30 p.m.
West, historian Niall Ferguson noted,
at the Chabad Jewish Center of Naples,
“Empires and great powers can fall
producer/director Gloria Z. Greenfield
apart very fast. Collapse can come
will be returning to our community for
quickly like a thief in the night.” Melaa screening of the critically-acclaimed
nie Phillips noted, “The threat from
film, The Fight of Our Lives: Defeating
without is made much more threatenthe Ideological War Against the West.
ing by the threat from within.”
For those unfamiliar with Ms. GreenGloria Greenfield will narrate the
field’s work, she has produced block66-minute film and conduct a Q&A
buster pro-Israel films such as The
session at its conclusion.
Case for Israel: Democracy’s Outpost,
The Chabad Jewish Center of
Unmasked Judeophobia, and Body and
Naples is located at 1789 Mandarin
Soul: The State of the Jewish Nation.
Road. Free refreshments are served at
The Fight of Our Lives examines
all of our programs. Admission: $20
the internal and external threats against
pre-payment; $22 at the door; $7 for
the West. Among the featured comstudents. Checks should be mailed
mentators in the film are such luminarto ZOA of SWFL, 4003 Upolo Lane,
ies as historian Niall Ferguson, anti-IsNaples, FL 34119. For further informalam activist Ayaan Hirsi Ali, historian
tion, call 914.329.1024.
and political commentator Victor Davis Hanson, journalist Melanie Phil-

ZIONIST ORG. of AMERICA

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Ted Epstein,
L’CHAYIM Editor, at LChayim36@gmail.com.

Letters Policy
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone.
Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length
and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM
nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received.

Reach 5,000 local Jewish residents through L’CHAYIM.
For more information or to place an ad, call Jim Lewin at 239.634.6923.
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and Barbara Lubich, who
brought the suphganiyot
for dessert!
Fort Myers
Mazel Tov to Hel(239) 466-6671
ena and Michael Joseph
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com
Warfel and proud grandparents Drs. Nancy Feldman and Keith Fishbein on the birth of
Heartfelt thanks to the many C.F.S.
Cassandra Sage, whose Jewish name
volunteers who helped us welcome
was announced in December during
more than 160 people to our HanuSabbath worship!
kah First Night celebration and dinner.
In order to accommodate broad
Special “shout outs” to Rabbi Thomas
public interest, Rabbi Diamond’s
Miess and Corey Rioux for setting
American Anti-Semitism course has
up our giant “Menorah on Metro” in
been moved to the Community Free
front of the synagogue to “Proclaim
Synagogue and will be offered from
the Miracle;” to Melinda Diamond
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. every Thursday in
and Natalie Fulton for doing the shopJanuary. It is free, open to the public,
ping; to Traci Pavel, Laurie and Rich
and no prior registration is required.
McConville, and Bill Dawson for leadSee the story in this issue for more deing our Hanukah sing-along; to Kim
tails.
Cohen of Cohen and Cohen Catering
The Community Free Synagogue’s
for volunteering to cook and slice the
June 4-15 Israel Pilgrimage is startbrisket; to Marvin Goetz for taking
ing to fill up. For more information,
charge of preparing the latkes and vegemail arnieh@embarqmail.com or visit
etables in our kitchen; and to Bruce

www.fortmyerssynagogue.com.
Each Friday at 6:30 p.m., The
Community Free Synagogue serves
a traditional Sabbath dinner. It is free
and reservations are never required.
At 7:30 p.m., the Sabbath is welcomed
with prayer and song. A coffee hour
follows worship.
Every Saturday at 9:30 a.m., C.F.S.
offers a light breakfast followed by a
lively discussion of the week’s Torah
portion with the Rabbi until 11:30 a.m.,
when the Mourner’s Qaddish is recited.
Now in its 14th year, The Community Free Synagogue is an independent
synagogue and valued community religious resource. All of its events and
programs, including youth and adult
Jewish education, are open to all and
always free. Rabbi Bruce Diamond,
D.D., who guides the synagogue, has
been a respected leader in Fort Myers’
Jewish and general communities for
over 21 years.
The foundation of The Community

gregant-led segment of
Saturday morning Adult
Education classes will
focus on the Bible, doctors and medicine.
On Sunday, January
20, Rabbi Fuchs will be
a morning speaker at the third annual
“Jewish Community Day of Learning” held at Temple Shalom, 4630
Pine Ridge Road, Naples. His topic
is “Prisoners of Hope.” The cost for
the event is $18. For reservations, call
239.263.4205.
The 2019 Shared Scholar Lecture
will take place on Thursday (not Sunday as in the past), January 24 at 7:00
p.m. at the Sanibel Congregational
UCC. The Shared Scholar Committee of Sanibel and Captiva selected
the Reverend Dr. John Philip Newell
for 2019. His Ph.D. is from the University of Edinburgh. Dr. Newell is a
poet, peacemaker, scholar and author,
internationally acclaimed for his work
in the field of Celtic spirituality. His
lecture topic is “Faiths Finding Faith
in Each Other.” A reception and book

signing will follow.
Dr. Newell will also lead the
Shared Scholar Seminar at 10:00 a.m.
on Friday, January 25. His seminar
topic is “A Celtic Vision of the Sacred
Earth.” Lunch will follow.
The Shared Scholar Committee
is co-sponsored by Temple Bat Yam,
Captiva Chapel by the Sea, The Christian Science Church of Sanibel, Saint
Michaels and All Angels, and Sanibel
Congregational UCC. Temple Bat Yam
is grateful that its sponsorship is underwritten by the Leo Rosner Foundation
in honor of June Rosner.
As part of its Jewish Film Festival, the Jewish Federation of Lee and
Charlotte Counties has arranged for a
special showing of the film The Oslo
Diaries on Sanibel on Sunday, January
27 at 3:00 p.m. at Temple Bat Yam in
the Sanctuary of the UCC. Tickets are
$12 and available from the Federation
or at the door.
Mark your calendar for a very special musical program scheduled for
Sunday, February 24 at 4:00 p.m. in
the Sanctuary of the Sanibel Congrega-

hood, brotherhood and
just about everything
every other synagogue
Cape Coral
has. We have a beautiful
(239) 772-4555
choir, a bowling league,
www.templebethshalomcc.org
theater outings, dinners,
chanukah parties and
The other day, I was sitting with some
many other social and fundraising acfriends from Temple, talking about
tivities.
what 2019 might be like and what part
The difference, we decided was in
the Temple will play in our lives. We
the atmosphere. We are a small conall feel that TBS is somehow different
gregation and we all know each other.
from other synagogues, but we had a
We are blessed with a Rabbi who is
hard time putting our fingers on exactly
warm and loving and has created an atwhy we are different.
mosphere where everyone is accepted
TBS has Friday night services, Toand appreciated for who they are. She
rah study, Lunch & Learn, Mah Jongg
sets the tone and it filters down to the
(??), religious school, Adult ed, sistercongregation as a whole. Our members

come from all walks of life, different
religious, cultural backgrounds, and
sexual orientations.
We come together to celebrate our
Jewish religion and traditions share our
common heritage. Most of all we share
each other’s’ joys and support each
other in hard times.
As we look forward to 2019, we
will continue to promote the feeling
we have of our congregation as an extended family and we invite members

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel
(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

One year ago, on January 5, 2018,
there was a formal installation of Rabbi Stephen Fuchs and Cantor Murray
Simon as Temple Bat Yam’s clergy by
their friend, Rabbi Paul Citrin, from
New Mexico. One hundred fifty people heard Reverend Dr. John Danner,
Sanibel City Manager Judy Zimomra
and Bat Yam President Alan Lessack
speak about the important place of Bat
Yam and its leaders in the community.
The respect and admiration for Rabbi
Fuchs and Cantor Simon will grow and
endure in the new year of 2019.
The joint Temple Bat Yam & Sanibel Congregational UCC Israel trip
from April 29 to May 10 is sold out, but
a waiting list was created in the event a
vacancy occurs. Call Sandy Simmons
at 239.472.0497 for more information.
The January sessions for the con-

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM

Jonah Rioux learns to make latkes
during Hanukah at the Rabbi’s home as part of
his pre-Bar Mitzvah education at C.F.S.

Free Synagogue is “Study, Worship
and Benevolent Acts,” generally following progressive Jewish traditions.

tional UCC. Bat Yam’s Cantor Simon
enticed Dr. Danner, pastor of the Sanibel Congregational UCC, to join with
him and Cantor Randy Herman from
New York and Cantor Elizabeth Shammash from Pennsylvania. Toby Simon
will be the piano accompanist. Appropriately, the concert is titled “Sanibel
Celebration: Three Cantors and a Pastor.” The music will include light classics, Broadway, pop, as well as Yiddish
and Hebrew selections. This programH
is also indebted to the Leo Rosnera
Foundation in honor of June Rosner forg
l
its sponsorship.
The collection of paper productsy
for F.I.S.H. on Sanibel continues bye
the Social Action Committee, chairedb
by Garry Weiss. Please bring your con-c
tributions the first weekend of eachJ
I
month.
All Temple Bat Yam services ando
classes take place on the campus ofc
the Sanibel Congregational UCC lo-b
cated at 2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel.m
Members of the community, guests andt
visitors are always welcome to joink
t
with congregants.
c
s
of the community to come and sharen

in the special atmosphere we have created.
All of our activities are open to all.
Friday night services start at 7:30, Torah Study Saturday mornings at 10:30.
Our annual Honoree Banquet will be
on January 19th at the Edison. Call the
office for a more complete list of activities times and places.
We hope to see you soon.

SNOWBIRDS,
newspapers don’t fly…
however, your
address will!

Each Tuesday afternoon, an open session of Mah Jongg
is held at the Jewish Federation.
Players must be at least advanced beginners, as no
lessons are given.
DAY: Tuesdays, 12:30~3:30 P.M.
FEE: $1 per week

Coming South?
Don’t forget to contact us with
your change of address to
continue receiving L’CHAYIM.
Send address changes to:
loriramos@jfedlcc.org
or call: 239.481.4449 ext-4
Safe Travels

for more information call
Rona Strausberg at 239.949.9003

TEMPLE NEWS
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families with young children. It’s an age-appropriate service for toddlers
and preschoolers that
includes singing and interactive activities that
make Shabbat services
fun for this age group.
Also beginning in January is a
monthly “Musical Shabbat” service
for everyone. Join with congregants
in a lively and spiritual celebration of
Shabbat. The first service will be on
Friday, January 25 at 6:30 p.m.
Chaverot, Temple Judea’s Sisterhood, looks forward to its annual Sisterhood Shabbat. Women of all ages
and Judaic backgrounds will join to
lead the congregation in prayer on Saturday morning, January 19.
Additional Chaverot events:
 The next monthly Rosh Chodesh
program is at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 8 at the home of Leni
Sack. RSVP to tjchaverotfortmyers@gmail.com.
 On Wednesday, February 13,
Chaverot joins with HAZAK to
host author Harriet Grayson, who

will be discussing her books. Her
books will also be available for
sale. The talk begins at 7:00 p.m.
and will be held in the synagogue
social hall. Light refreshments will
be served.
 On Sunday, February 17 at 4:00
p.m., Chaverot is again partnering
with Hazak to sponsor a talk by Jan
Zausmer. Her topic will be “Life as
a Chabadnik.” This program will
be held in the social hall.
It’s not too early to mark your
calendars for the Purim and Member
Celebration, that also serves as a fundraiser, planned for Sunday, March 10
at 5:00 p.m. Details will follow in next
month’s column. An evening of frivolity, entertainment and comradery is
guaranteed.
Zohar ben Hamu, Temple Judea
shlicha, will teach a leadership and Israel advocacy program for teens beginning in January. The program is a must
for teens wanting to be well informed
and ready for college life. The classes
will be held at the Jewish Federation.
To register, email Zohar at tjshaliach@
gmail.com.

Rabbi Sack’s monthly lunchtime
Torah study is on Thursday, January
3 at noon at the offices of Myers and
Brettholtz and Company. It is an hour
of open discussion of Torah and Judaism, where all levels of background
and all questions are encouraged. Everyone is welcome and there is no cost
to attend.
Our monthly serving of meals at
the Salvation Army’s Meals with Compassion continues. Meals are served
on Monday evenings and volunteers
are needed for January. If you’d like
to help, please email lindaidelson8@
gmail.com.
Regular scheduled events:
• Friday evening Shabbat services
at 6:30 p.m., preceded each week
with a wine and cheese reception
starting at 6:15 p.m.
• Saturday morning Shabbat services at 9:30 a.m. followed by a Kiddush luncheon
• Lunchtime Torah Study with Rabbi Sack the first Thursday of each
month
• Morning minyan every Monday at
9:00 a.m.

we’re here to serve you
12 months a year.
Check out TBE’s
Fort Myers
fabulous
new website at
l
(239) 433-0018
templebethel.com. Find
www.templebethel.com
temple
information,
helpful
links,
the temple
h
Hanukkah
is
in
the
rearview
mirror,
calendar,
a
photo
gallery,
registration
m
for upcoming events, and informarand the Gift Gallery’s menorahs were
tion about our committees and groups
rgorgeous this year. TBE’s Gift Gallery remains stocked with Judaica for
so you can learn more about our TBE
your
year-round
simchas
and
lifecycle
family.
s
The Men’s Club hosts many proyevents with the right item to fit your
budget.
Our
Gift
Gallery
has
greeting
grams
throughout the year and raises
d
cards;
books
for
kids
and
adults
on
funds
for
the temple. We meet the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00
hJewish themes; gorgeous jewelry from
Israel; Florida honey; a large selection
p.m. Courtesy of the Men’s Club, our
of
yads;
lovely
picture
frames
for
spe7:30 p.m. Friday Shabbat services are
d
cial
occasions
(such
as
the
birth
of
a
streamed online each week, providing
f
viewers locally and around the world
-baby); many mezuzahs, including car
mezuzahs
and
travel
mezuzahs;
beauthe opportunity to worship with TBE
.
tiful
Havdalah
sets;
a
wide
range
of
regardless of their physical location.
d
Services are archived on our website.
nkippot (for which special orders can be
taken); tallit; candlesticks; and yahrzeit
Current Events continues each
candles. Birthdays, weddings, anniverThursday at 10:00 a.m. Our lively dissaries, bar & bat mitzvahs, and baby
cussions touch on significant domestic,
namings
keep
coming
and
that’s
why
international and Jewish events which
e

flood our awareness every day. Stay on
top of it all from multiple perspectives.
Being informed is being aware and full
of life.
Our book club will discuss The
Collector’s Apprentice by B.A. Shapiro at 2:45 p.m. on Wednesday, January 2 in the TBE library. Judy Bayer
will lead this month’s discussion. Join
us the first Wednesday of each month
from 2:45 to 4:15 p.m. for a congenial,
thoughtful exploration of books with
Jewish content or themes. Next up in
February: Paris in the Present Tense by
Neil Helprin. Mark your calendars for
a special book club field trip on Thursday, March 28.
Parlez-vous Francais? The Jewish
Francophone Group’s next meeting is
Wednesday, January 9 at noon in the
TBE library. All fluent French speakers are invited to converse in warm, accepting surroundings. Those who want
to brush up on their high school or college French are invited to listen. For
more information, please call Rachelle at 757.440.1734. Join your fellow

Francophones the second Wednesday
of each month at noon for camaraderie
and conversation.
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Luna
continues the third Thursday of every
month at noon at Starz Restaurant. We
eat, schmooze and learn in an informal
setting where laughs, jokes and personal stories fly around the table. All
you need is your appetite and a desire
to engage with interesting people.
Purses, jewelry and dessert: Bring
your friends to Sisterhood’s unique
and yummy party on Sunday, January
6 at 2:00 p.m. in TBE’s Dubin Center.
Coming in February: Lovers of Motown and doo-wop music, has Sisterhood got a special night out for you.
The group Uptown Express returns on
Saturday, February 16 for an amazing
evening of entertainment at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel (Bell Tower). Last year’s
performance had people dancing in
the aisles. The deadline for purchasing
tickets is February 1. No tickets will be
sold at the door, so reserve yours now.

sweets. The program was sponsored
by the Sylvia and Lesleigh Hershkowitz Memorial Fund, and the latkes and
treats were sponsored by Shelly and
Marlene Friedman and the Marc Friedman Memorial Fund. A wonderful time
was had by all!
Some of our upcoming events for
the month include:
• On January 10 at 10:30 a.m., we
will have a “Chai Plus” quarter
auction
• On January 15 at 7:30 p.m., our

Jewish Film festival will continue
• On Saturday morning, January 19,
we will have a relaxed Shabbat,
celebrating Tu B’Shevat
• Our New Member Shabbat Service
will be held on Friday evening,
January 25
• “Lunch and Learn with the Forward” will be on January 29 from
12:30 to 2:00 p.m.

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers
(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

Best wishes for a Happy and Healthy
2019 from the board and staff of Temple Judea. The new year brings some
new programs and some returning programs to Temple Judea.
A new two-session class for people
interested in serving as “Gabbaim”
during Shabbat and holiday services
will be taught by Rabbi Sack on Monday evenings, January 7 and 14 at 7:30
p.m. Call the synagogue office to register for the class.
“The Mystery of Love,” Part 2,
begins Monday evening, February 11,
and is taught by Rabbi Michael Schorin, chaplain at Gulf Coast Hospital.
You didn’t have to attend Part 1 to
come to this class. Please contact the
synagogue office if you are interested.
A new monthly Tot Shabbat sernvice begins on Friday, January 18 at
-5:45 p.m. The service is open to all
h
m
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Jane Galler, had everyone singing and feeling
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands the joy of the holiday.
Following the out(941) 625-2116
door program, we went
www.templeshalomfl.com
inside to a wonderful
concert treat by the Youth
On December 2, a great miracle hapOrchestra of the Fort. Myers Symphopened in Port Charlotte at Temple Shany, under the direction of Gary Tigner.
lom. More than 200 people assembled
Then under the leadership of Temat the temple for the lighting of the first
ple Shalom Vice President Odette Port,
candle on the menorah for Chanukah.
everyone was treated to latkes, sufThe music, under the leadership of
ganiyot, Chanukah cookies and Israeli

TEMPLE SHALOM

Center for Judaic, Holocaust,
and Genocide Studies

STAY IN TOUCH
Sign up for e-blasts!

Dedicated to educating all sectors of society about
Jewish civilization, the Holocaust, and genocide through:
• scholarship
• outreach
• inquiry
• sharing knowledge
• preserving the record
• helping teachers
• encouraging students

Visit www.fgcu.edu/hc/
Dr. Paul Bartrop, Director

GET THE LATEST INFORMATION ON
UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS,
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES,
BREAKING NEWS,
UPDATES FROM ISRAEL & MORE.

jfedl
@
a
l
l
i
d
amypa
o
t
l
i
a
n em
Send a

cc.org

Send an email to
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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Location. Location.

Shell Point.

Waterfront Resort Retirement Lifestyle
and the Assurance of Lifecare

EXPLORE SHELL POINT TODAY!
ATTEND A DISCOVERY SEMINAR | 9:30 A.M.

Wed., January 9
Tues., January 15

Wed., January 16
Tues., January 22
Wed., January 23

Tues., January 29
Wed., January 30

It’s Paradise Here

‘‘
Morton and Dorothy Zablotsky

From the moment we came to Shell Point, we felt
welcomed. After leaving our friends and family on
the East Coast, we found an abundance of friendly
neighbors, exciting programming and wellness
opportunites. Seven years later, we couldn’t
be happier in our beautiful home and with the
wonderful life we’ve created in the community.

(Oakmont)

‘‘
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Unparalleled setting. Unparalleled lifestyle.™
E X P LO R E TODA Y!

Call (239) 529-4749 or 1-800-780-1131 or visit www.shellpoint.org

Shell Point is located in Fort Myers on the banks of the Caloosahatchee River just 2 miles from the Islands of Sanibel and Captiva.
Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc. ©2018 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-3810-19

