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Challah Prince
Learn how to braid fancy 
and traditional challah with 
internationally acclaimed Israeli 
challah artist Idan Chabasov. 

19

Jewish Film Festival
Individual tickets are on sale 
beginning Dec. 1. Don’t miss the 
fantastic films we have lined up!  
Pages 7 & 20

Am Yisrael Chai T-shirts
Support women and children in 
need in Israel when you purchase 
one of these shirts designed by 
talented local artist Juli Bobman. 
Page 3

The Board & Staff of the Jewish Federation wish you a

HAPPY HANUKKAH

Sunday, December 10, 2023
10 A.M ~ 12 P.M.

    Crowne Plaza | 13051 Bell Tower Dr | Ft. Myers
                                                 Bell Tower Shops
                                                    

Presenting
THE EINSTEIN EFFECT

Community Breakfast
How the World’s Favorite Genius Got into 
Our Cars, Our Bathrooms, and Our Minds.

Benyamin Cohen is a journalist, author, and media
personality known for his work in the fields of science,
technology, and Jewish culture. Cohen has also been
involved in digital media and manages the official social
media accounts of Albert Einstein. 

Join us at our

**UPDATE** 
Due to a medical emergency, our original speaker  has cancelled her appearance in Fort Myers.  

But we are thrilled to announce our new guest speaker, Benyamin Cohen.

Guest Speaker
Benyamin Cohen 

Moderator: 
Rachel Cox-Rosen, Wink News

Register: JewishFederationLCC.org/Calendar

Couvert
$36/pp



2 December 2023
Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

L’CHAYIM invites correspondence 
on subjects of interest to Jewish people. 
Partisan political opinions will not be pub-
lished, but opinions on subjects affecting the 
Jewish community are welcome. All inquiries 
regarding copy for L’CHAYIM should be 
directed to the editor. All news material 
must be very clearly printed or typed (not 
in all-capital letters) and double-spaced. 
Electronic submissions encouraged. The 
editor reserves the right to edit for space 
and content. 

Photographs should be clear, black-and-
white or color prints. If you wish a photograph 
returned, include a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope of appropriate size.

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Char-
lotte Counties disclaims responsibility or 
endorsement of the views expressed by the 
writers and claims by advertisers.

The Jewish Federation is a 501c3 
Non-Profit. #59-2668992
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FEDERATION NEWS

OUR MISSION
To strengthen and enrich 
the Jewish Community by 
providing and supporting 

philanthropic, educational 
and social service programs 

locally, in Israel and
throughout the world.

OUR VISION
A Jewish Community that is 
based on Jewish values such 
as Tzedakah (benevolence), 
Tikkun Olam (repairing the 

world) and K’lal Yisrael  
(taking responsibility  

for one another).

OF GREATER NAPLES

This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support of our advertisers.  
Please be sure to use their products and services, and mention that you found them in L’CHAYIM.
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LEE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS: The State of Israel and her people, an inspiration to so many of  

our county residents and staunch friend of our nation,  
is under savage assault by a genocidal foe;

AND WHEREAS:  The State of Israel must now rise again in the defense of her citizens,  
residents and visitors against a bloodthirsty barbarism rarely  
paralleled in our century;

AND WHEREAS:  The Board of County Commissioners of Lee County Florida is desirous  
to lend its staunch moral support to the people of the State of Israel as 
they mourn their losses even as they secure a more peaceful future;

BE IT RESOLVED:  That Thursday October 19, 2023 be declared “Lee County Stands  
with Israel Day.”
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A s I write this article near the end 
of October for this December 
issue, unfortunately, I can’t say 

this is “old news.” The days since the 
war broke out in Israel are refreshed each 
day as we watch the news or read articles 
and see photos of kidnapped children 
and adults on our social media pages.

These days, we are filled with so 
much emotion and tension. I don’t ever 
remember a time like this. It is differ-
ent than the sadness and helplessness 
I felt after walking through devastated 
communities in Fort Myers after Hur-
ricane Ian. It’s a sinking feeling in my 
gut, knowing that eight decades after 
the Holocaust, the hatred for the Jewish  

people has erupted yet again in 
unspeakable violence. And not 
just in Israel, but in our towns, on 
college campuses and in the streets 
of major cities, it is all around us.

While writing this article, I 
was just informed by the FBI 
that a man in Sarasota has been 
detained and charged with hate 

crimes, punishable now in our state 
with prison time. He made threaten-
ing calls that included death threats to 
Jews and to a Jewish agency in New 
York. The FBI and SCN (Secure Com-
munity Network) stepped in and the 
man is now in custody.

The war has not just brought fear, 
but something else, too. The resolve 
to fortify our resilience and go from 
strength to strength. To stand with our 
brothers and sisters in Israel, to help 
rebuild communities and families, to 
come to the aid of the terrorist’s victims  
and to help them heal and cope. 

As evidenced at the solidarity gather- 
ing in Washington, D.C., this community  

will stand together and rally for Israel, 
right now, all of us!

So how can you help? You have seen 
the link for our Israel Emergency fund. 
It can be found on the homepage of our 
website, JewishFederationlcc.org.

You can purchase an Am Yisrael Chai 
T-shirt at the Federation office. Designed 
by talented local artist Juli Bobman, the 
proceeds from these shirts go straight 
to Israel. They will support women and 
children (widows and orphans) in need. 
You can also support the efforts of our 
Lions of Judah. This philanthropic group 
of women who donate at a level of 
$5,000 or higher to our annual campaign 
are in the idea stage, but the goal will be 
a collection of supplies for IDF soldiers, 
who are so needy right now.

Let me assure you, your donations get 
to Israel! JFNA, our national organiza-
tion, is best equipped to provide critical 
services on the ground and ensure dollars 
are put to their most effective use.

I know I am asking a lot. I have asked 
for your support for our annual campaign. 

We need that to be able to keep the doors 
open, the lights on and the staff here to 
run all the wonderful programs and ser-
vices you can find at our Jewish Federa-
tion. Last month, I asked for help with a 
security fund to protect our community, 
including every Jewish institution in Lee 
& Charlotte counties. And now, I am 
asking for support for Israel. Tall orders, 
I understand. But I hope you feel the new 
passion stirring in this community and 
that you are inspired to help us make a 
difference —locally and overseas.

Our long journey as Jews has taught us 
valuable lessons about the enormity of our 
resilience and the power of our strength. 
We are truly stronger together. We are 
working toward a community (world) 
where hate has no place and we can 
live in secure and enduring peace. (And 
enjoy Jewish programming and events, 
celebrating our heritage together.)

We can’t do this without you and your 
generosity. I thank every one of you for 
your support today and in the future.

Am Yisrael Chai. 

FEDERATION NEWS

Support for Israel

 Debbie Sanford

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Friday -Monday,December 8-11

SEALIFE   FASHION   DIAMONDS   ESTATE

The Bell Tower • Suite 165 • Ft. Myers • 239-472-4177 • CongressJewelers.com • info@CongressJewelers.com

Featuring Personal Appearance by Laura Bicego From NANIS and

the Sophisticated Designs by Oscar Heyman
Friday & Saturday, December 8th & 9th

Then Joining Us Saturday & Sunday the Exquisite  Creations by FOPE Followed 

by the Extraordinary  Collections by Robert Procop & David Kord
Sunday & Monday, December 10th & 11th

Take advantage of 
special Holiday savings
throughout the store. 
Enjoy  champagne & 
light hors d’oeuvres

 HappyHanukkah 
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Meet the Chieco family
PJ Library Family of the Month

By Danielle Bernstein, Special Events and Program Coordinator

P J Library’s “Family of the 
Month” is a special recognition 
program that highlights one 

exceptional family within the PJ Library 
community each month. This initia-
tive celebrates families who actively 
engage with PJ Library’s mission of 
fostering Jewish values and traditions. 
This month, we are proud to introduce 
you to the Chieco family. A family  
of 3. 

Number of children  
and age
The Chieco family consists of one 
vibrant member, little Dominic, who is 
28 months old.

Years of PJ Library  
participation
They have been part of the PJ Library 
program since Dominic’s birth.

Discovery of PJ Library
The Chieco family’s connection with PJ 
Library was initiated through Dominic’s  
grandmother, who had signed up for  
the program for Dominic’s three nieces.  

Enthusiastically, she extended the 
tradition to Dominic as well, ensur-
ing he had the opportunity to enjoy a  
new book each month. This introduc- 
tion to PJ Library allowed the fam-
ily to delve into the engaging stories 
and cherish Jewish traditions and  
culture together.

Fostering Jewish  
values and traditions
For the Chieco family, PJ Library has 
become a significant channel for fos-
tering Jewish values and traditions 
within their daily lives. The central 
focus has been on quality family time, 
an opportunity to bond, learn and grow 
together. The family is fortunate to 
have Dominic’s Grandpa and ‘Baba’ 
living nearby, enabling regular visits 
and strengthening their family ties. 
They make it a point to read stories 
from PJ Library books every night, 
enhancing their connection to Jewish 
culture and traditions.

Moreover, the family emphasizes 
the importance of celebrating holidays 
together and sharing cherished family 
dinners. Through these moments, they 
not only maintain their cultural con-
nections but also create lasting memo-
ries for Dominic to carry with him into 
the future.

Hopes for the future
As their journey with PJ Library con-
tinues, the Chieco family looks forward 
to participating in the program’s numer-
ous services and celebrations with their 
extended family. As Dominic grows 
older, they eagerly anticipate him meet-
ing other children who share similar 
values and traditions. PJ Library serves 
as a means for them to connect, engage 
and instill Jewish heritage in their young 
son, fostering a sense of community and 
shared culture.

We are incredibly fortunate to have 
such a wonderful group of PJ Library 
families in our community. Each and 
every one of you contributes to the 
richness of our shared experiences, 
helping to create an amazing, vibrant 
community. If you’re interested in 
joining us and becoming part of this 
special community, please don’t hes-
itate to reach out for more informa-
tion. You can reach me at Danielleb@ 
jfedlcc.org or 239-481-4449 x4. 

invites you to 

Friday, January 19th 
Showtime 2 pm

Florida Rep
2268 Bay St, Fort Myers, FL 33901
$60 per person, purchase of ticket

reserves your spot.  
Rsvp by Jan 3rd 

Join us for lunch 12pm, Fords Garage 
2207 1st St, Fort Myers

Rsvp Required !

To Register:
Jewishfederationlcc.org/calendar

For more information contact:
Danielleb@Jfedlcc.org 

or 239-481-4449 Ext. 4

Beehive The 60's Musical 

Do you have kids
between 0-12?

Get involved with 
PJ Library!

Meet other young
Jewish families!

Contact Amber!
(239) 263-4205
programs@jewishnaples.org

Copyright © 2016 by Kim Smith. Reprinted from THE KINDNESS CLUB: Chloe on the Bright Side (Bloomsbury) with permission.

OF GREATER NAPLES
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Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc.  
All renderings, maps, site plans, photos, simulated views, floor plans and all other information herein are conceptual and should not be relied upon as representing the final detail. Dimensions, features, 
and specifications of the proposed development and residences are subject to change without notice. Furnishings are represented for illustration purposes only. ©2023 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-4772-23

Unparalleled setting. Unparalleled lifestyle.™
®

Shell Point is located along the Caloosahatchee River in Fort Myers, 
Florida, just minutes from the islands of Sanibel and Captiva.

NOW ACCEPTING PRIORITY DEPOSITS
Learn more at MeetVistCay.org or call  
1-800-780-1131 or (239) 466-1131.

Within one of their most sought-after neighborhoods, Shell Point 
introduces 59 new waterfront independent living residences featuring 
stunning coastal views of the Caloosahatchee River and Sanibel Island.

Come learn more about Vista Cay and its gracious amenities during an in-depth discovery seminar. 
Visit MeetVistaCay.org or call (239) 466-1131 to reserve your seat.

Friday, DECEMBER 89:30 a.m.

EXCLUSIVE SEMINAR!

R ISE TO A 
NEW VIEW

at SHELL POINT

ATTEND
AN EXCLUSIVE 

SEMINAR

SLS-4772-23 L'Chayim December 2023.indd   1SLS-4772-23 L'Chayim December 2023.indd   1 11/10/23   2:01 PM11/10/23   2:01 PM
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 2,300 households  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

Local Seniors Services  
Lunch Bunch, a monthly gathering with a free lunch for older adults to meet 

and schmooze. 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es for Rosh         

Hashanah, Hanukkah and    Passover.  
Holocaust survivor outreach. 
 

Local Social Services  
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and referral       

services.  
Friendly Visitor Program. 
 

Local Emergency Services  
Food Pantry and gi� cards.  
Emergency nancial assistance grants to families and individuals in crisis.  
Local disaster outreach and assistance. 

HOW THE JEWISH FEDERATION SERVES  

Local Jewish Educa on and Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Cultural Programs 

for all ages including the  Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish author 
events, Out & About Films, Israel celebra�on, day trips,  
Israeli folk dancing ,PJ Library & TRIBE, a young adult group. 

L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local,  na�onal and interna�onal Jewish 
issues.  

New CRC‐Community Rela�ons Council to address issues of 
an�‐Semi�sm and  Interfaith Rela�ons.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish 
community �es with Israel. Holocaust educa�on for middle 
and high school students in the community and a college 
campus Jewish life experience commi�ee. 

Volunteer opportuni�es for all ages. 
 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American 

Jewish Joint Distribu�on Commi�ee (JDC) for full‐spectrum 
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in 60+  
countries around the world.  

Partnership 2Gether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron 
Region in Israel.  

 
 

Jewish Community Founda on  
An endowment that ensures future social and educa�onal 

programming and support for our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in 

Israel.  
Jewish camp scholarships. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community         

enrichment.  
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Honoring a special person through a tribute gift to Jewish 
Family Services of Lee & Charlotte Counties is a wonderful 
way to recognize a simcha or remember a loved one. Not only 
does your gift show your family and friends that you care, it 
goes to work helping Jews in need and building vibrant      
communities locally, in Israel and around the world. 

Make a Gift at  
jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials 

Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the 

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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I  find myself deeply sad-
dened by the recent events 
in Israel. The magnitude 

of sorrow and hardship that 
our fellow Jewish brothers 
and sisters are experiencing is 
truly unfathomable. When I 
began my journey at the Fed-
eration just a few months ago, 
I could never have foreseen 
that Israel would be facing 
the challenges of war today. 
However, I believe that this 
moment presents a unique opportunity 
for us to come together as a commu-
nity, to support one another when it 
matters most. We need each other, and 
I want to assure our community that I 
stand by Israel, and I am here for all 
of you.

In solidarity
Speaking of Israel, just a few weeks 
ago, we had a profoundly meaningful 
solidarity gathering at the Alliance for 
the Arts. We were blessed with fan-
tastic speakers, dedicated volunteers 
and a united community in support. 
I want to express my heartfelt grati-
tude to everyone who joined us on that 
day. This gathering was essential, as 
it demonstrated that when our family 
needed us the most, we were there, 
standing shoulder to shoulder. If you’re 
interested in contributing to aid efforts 
in Israel, please visit https://form.jot 
form.com/232792945496978.

Shalom Singles
Around the same time these events 
were unfolding in Israel, we hosted 
our second Shalom Singles Mixer at 
Monarcas. It was heartwarming to 
hear people express how they couldn’t 
miss this event because they wanted 
to be around other Jews during these 
challenging times. Regardless of their 
personal lives, they made time to come 
together, share in the heartache and 
offer support to one another. It was a 
highly successful evening, and I’m 
pleased to announce that our next event 
will be right here at the Federation on 
Dec. 3 from 5-7 p.m. 

We’ll have a Mitzvah 
Night where we will pack 
Chanukah gift bags to be 
distributed to older adults 
in senior living facilities 
over dinner. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity to do something 
good while getting to know 
new singles in our com-
munity. Two days later, on 
Dec. 5, we’ll have our Gelt 
and Gambling event at the 
Immokalee Casino, with free 

play cards for all who attend. I hope to 
see you there.

Film Festival
Sponsorships are still available for the 
upcoming Film Festival, and we’re 
excited to announce that, starting Dec. 
1, individual tickets will be on sale. We 
have some fantastic films lined up for 
this year that you won’t want to miss.  
I recommend you get the festival pass 
to preview all films and save money.

Nutrition class
And, we have an exciting new pro-
gram coming to the Federation start-
ing in January. We will be hosting a 
nutrition class once a month through 
April. These classes will educate you 
on various topics in nutrition and will 
run 45 minutes. To sign up, please visit  
Jewishfederationlcc.org/calendar or feel 
free to contact me at 239-481-4449, ext. 4. 

Around the corner
Don’t forget, Challah Prince is just 
around the corner and the very antic-
ipated Community Breakfast! Make 
sure to grab your tickets to both events 
before they sell out.

In closing, I want to reiterate our 
commitment to standing with Israel 
and supporting our fellow community 
members during these challenging 
times. Your ideas and suggestions for 
the upcoming year are always wel-
come, and I’d love to hear from you. 

Together, we can make a meaning-
ful difference and continue building 
a strong, vibrant and united Jewish  
community. 

Strengthening  
bonds of unity
Standing with Israel and upcoming community events
By Danielle Bernstein, Special Events and Program Coordinator
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Chanukah Greetings for Peace, Love & Happiness.

Monday, Dec. 11  @12-1:30 PM
The Jewish Federation

9701 Commerce Center Ct.
Fort Myers, FL 33908

RSVP to Jodi Cohen
239-481-4449 Ext. 1
jodicohen@jfedlcc.org

Hanukkah Luncheon
Holocaust Survivorsfor

HOW YOU MOVE MATTERS

UNPACKING &
SETTLING IN

CLEAR OUT &
PREP FOR SALE

FOR
SALE

STORAGE
SERVICES

123

SPACE
PLANNING

DOWNSIZING PACKING &
MOVING

A COMPLETE
MOVE SOLUTION

Call 844.929.3678 or visit WAYFORTH.COM to schedule 
a complimentary consultation.

 Danielle 
Bernstein
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FEDERATION NEWS

As a Jew born in the 
United States, I 
stand with one foot 

in the U.S. and one foot in 
Israel, because Israel is also 
my homeland. With both of 
my countries upended by 
war, antisemitic attacks, mis-
information campaigns, deep 
grief and immeasurable sor-
row, it is hard to find balance. 

As per everyone, I feel 
more vulnerable than ever before. As 
Mike Myers’ character Linda Richman 
used to say in the SNL skit Coffee Talk, 
“I’ve got shpilkes in my ganip gazo-
int.” It is easy to stay stuck in the fear, 
yet what’s true is that the smallest of 
kindnesses pull me back into the pres-
ent. One cannot be mired in the mire 
when focusing on gratitude. And there 
is indeed so much to be grateful for.

 
Lunch & Brunch Bunch
The Lunch Bunch program has 
expanded to include two events a 
month during season, providing more 
opportunities for older Jewish adults 
to be together to eat, learn, frolic, 
make friends and strengthen the bonds 
between people. There is some excit-
ing programming coming up, including 
a petting zoo, speakers about Israel,  
jugglers, musicians, art projects.

Because some of the older adult 
living communities don’t have enough 

room to serve their residents 
and host the Lunch Bunch 
simultaneously, we’ve cre-
ated a Brunch Bunch pro-
gram from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
This gives you a chance to 
experience the various com-
munities and what they have 
to offer. Our second Brunch 
Bunch will be Wednesday, 
Feb. 7, 10-11:30 a.m. at Sea-
side of Fort Myers.

A heartfelt thank you to Dedicated 
Senior Medical Center (DSMC) for 
sponsoring our Nov. 9 Lunch Bunch 
in the park. The day was glorious, Jess 
Doyle and Mychelle Rattes from DSMC 
were wonderful, Maritza the singer 
was magical and the food from our 
community partner, Jason’s Deli, was  
scrumptious! Please enjoy the photos.

Hanukkah gift bag deliveries
This year, we are mixing a Shalom 
Singles event with the packing of the 
Hanukkah gift bags that are delivered 
to Jewish older adults in Lee and Char-
lotte counties. Why not be of service 
and eat pizza while meeting people? 
The Mitzvah Singles Mingles is on 
Sunday, Dec. 3, from 5-7 p.m. at the 
Federation. You may register online.

We do, however, need volunteers 
to deliver the gift bags during the 
week of Dec. 4. If you’re available to 
deliver gift bags, please let me know 

by emailing jodicohen@jfedlcc.org 
or calling 239-481-4449, ext.1. It’s a 
true act of kindness to connect with the 
older adults in our communities who 
are celebrating Hanukkah. 

 
Cadkin Food Pantry
The pantry continues to be busy, and 
the volunteers keep on trucking! Steve 
Shirey, our facilities man-
ager, installed even more 
shelves in the new space to 
accommodate the food, toi-
letries and diapers that we 
distribute every week to our 
food pantry clients, whose numbers 
keep growing.

 
Case management
Case Manager Silvia Garcia can be 
reached at two phone numbers, and 
both phones keep ringing! JFS was able 
to help families in November with rent, 
FPL bills, prescriptions, clothes and 
basic needs. The pod from the United 
Way continues to be refilled with furni-
ture and household items on a regular 
basis and we were able to provide beds, 
dressers, cabinets, chairs and lamps to 
people who are still recovering from 
the hurricane.

 
United Way House
People still seem a little confused 
about what it means that Jewish Fam-
ily Services is the latest United Way 
House of South Fort Myers. JFS is 
partnering with United Way agencies 

to serve people who live near JFS. We 
have a meeting room that United Way 
organizations may use for free to offer 
counseling sessions, tutoring, medical 
testing, etc., to the people who live in 
South Fort Myers. 

The Aids Health Foundation will 
offer free blood testing at JFS on 
Wednesday, Dec. 13. Dress for Suc-

cess will offer a work-
ing women’s boutique 
event on Thursday, Dec. 
14. (Preregistration is 
required for the Dress for 
Success event.) While we 

haven’t set a date yet, I am working 
with Partners for Breast Cancer Care, 
Inc. to hold a free breast cancer screen-
ing event. Stay tuned for more details.

Everything that Jewish Family Ser-
vices does is in service to our com-
munity, both Jewish and non-Jewish 
members. There are abundant opportu-
nities to provide resources for people 
who need help. Your support makes a 
difference to the people who we can 
prevent from being evicted or having 
the power turned off. We provide food 
for hundreds of families to put into the 
bellies of the children and the elders. 
The people who reach out to JFS for 
assistance usually don’t have friends 
or family to help them. Your donations 
make it possible for JFS to say “Yes” 
when people call up and ask, often in a 
weary or desperate tone of voice, “Can 
you help us?”  

B’shalom. 

The Smallest of Kindnesses 
Jewish Family Services update
By Jodi Cohen, Jewish Family Services Coordinator

 Jodi Cohen

Deliver 
Hanukkah gift bags 

& good cheer 
to Jewish older adults.

During the Week of 
December 4th

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Let me know: 239-481-4449 Ext. 1
jodicohen@jfedlcc.org
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Let’s Plan 
for Your
Future
At Kleinfield Wealth Group, we start with the 
premise that each of our clients has a unique  
personality and set of financial planning needs.

When you consider working with Kleinfield 
Wealth Group and Raymond James, you will find  
a dedicated and devoted team of experienced 
professionals who strive to provide a superior 
level of service and commitment to assisting you 
in meeting your personal financial goals. 

The phrase Your Success is Our Greatest Accomplish-
ment is not just a motto, it is what drives us to  
provide the very best in personalized service to you.

• Financial Planning

• Educational Planning

• Retirement Planning

• Estate Planning

• Investment Planning

Cary R. Kleinfield
CFP®, MBA

REGISTERED PRINCIPAL

(239) 322-5020
cary.kleinfield@raymondjames.com

www.RJF.com/invest

OVER

80
YEARS OF

CUMULATIVE
EXPERIENCE

Y O U R  S U C C E S S  I S  O U R  G R E AT E S T  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T

Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.  
Kleinfield Wealth Group is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James 
Financial Services.
©2023 Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA / SIPC
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continued on page 11

COMMUNITY FOCUS

W ith the world still reel-
ing from the horrific 
Oct. 7 Hamas terror-

ist attack on innocent civilians, 
the importance of our Museum’s 
mission to inspire action against 
bigotry, hatred and violence 
becomes even more import-
ant. FBI Director Christopher 
Wray recently warned that anti- 
semitism is reaching historic  
levels in the U.S., noting that  
while Jews represent about 2.4%  
of the U.S. population, they account  
for about 60% of all religious-based 
hate crimes. 

While hateful messages that flour-
ish online can, and do, lead to hate-
ful actions, we must continue to push 
back with education and messages  
of mutual respect. Our recently re- 
opened Museum is uniquely posi-
tioned to do this. The additional 3,600 
square feet in the new North Wing  
and renovated Museum galleries now  
provide the space to offer a deeper 

focus on the Holocaust 
as well as a broad over-
view on human rights and  
other genocides. This will 
help connect and engage 
visitors and students with 
both the lessons of the past 
and their crucial impor-
tance now.  

The North Wing com-
prises the Auschwitz Gal-
lery, the Estelle and Stuart 
Price Gallery for Special 

Exhibits, the Shelley and Steven Einhorn  
Genocide Gallery, the Herbert H. Schiff 
Classroom and our relocated education 
department offices. 

The Price Gallery has the capac-
ity to display larger special exhibits 
from other museums, as well as larger 
exhibits created in-house with items 
from the Museum’s Permanent Collec-
tion Archives. The Einhorn Genocide 
Gallery is dedicated to an overview of 
human rights and genocides through 
history. The Schiff Classroom will 

allow the Museum to host larger size 
student field trips and private group 
tours. Additionally, the classroom 
provides meeting space for commu-
nity organizations. Renovations also 
updated each of the Museum’s existing 
galleries with new exhibits, artifact 
displays and interactive exhibits.

As part of our Grand Reopening, 
the Museum hosted a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony with key donors and partners  
in our expansion and renovation proj-
ect, a Family Day event with children’s 

programming and a spe-
cial Veterans Day pro-
gram. The latter featured 
complimentary Museum 
admission and a discussion 
with Heinz Wartski, Holo-
caust survivor and Korean  
War veteran.

The Luncheon
A live dramatic perfor-
mance of “Letters from 
Anne and Martin” was 
the highlight of The Lun-
cheon, our annual winter 
fundraising event. Pre-
sented in conjunction with 
the Anne Frank Center 
USA, the presentation’s 
script was based on the 
writings of Anne Frank 
and Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. The play used their iconic 
words to examine their parallel expe-
riences living in the shadow of hatred 
and prejudice. 

Many thanks to all who attended 
and to our Luncheon sponsors (as of 
10/31/23 press deadline): 

• Remembrance Sponsor: Shelley 
and Steven Einhorn

• Testimony Sponsors: Maureen and 
Arnold Lerner, and Estelle and Stuart 
Price

• Hope Sponsors: Rissa Grossman, 
and Fran and Rob Nossen

• Inspire Sponsors: Silvie and Herb 
Berkeley, Diane and Ron McGinty, and 
Sandy and Fred Roth

• Patron Sponsors: Cheryl and Warren  
Alifeld, Harriet and Louis Berneman, 
Goldie and Lou Bertone, Shirley and 
Marshall Besikof, Penni and Mark 
Blaskey, Rosalee and Jerry Bogo, 
Susan Bookbinder, Paula and Ronald 
Filler, FGCU Foundation, Eva and 
Alan Freeman, Nancy Garfien, Jo Ann 
Golden, Jim Hale, Bobbi and Randy 
Heiligman, Nancy Kahn, Jan Larson, 
Bobbie Lublin, Dottie McGovern, 
Lorelei Meeker and Geoffrey Grodner, 
Patti and Sid Price, Susan and Nathaniel  
Ritter, Ellaine and Richard Rosen, 
Janet and Howard Solot, Mindy and 
Jay Sterns, Phyllis and Steve Strome 
and Nancy White

Pushing back with messages of  
mutual respect through the museum
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

 Susan
    Suarez

Serving Jewish families
in Lee County

Call 239-334-4880 to secure your 
Funeral and Cemetery needs today

Lic# CVC056664 / Lic# CAC1817663
Lic# CPC1458514 / Lic# EC13009791

239-939-7446
2431 Crystal Dr. Ft. Myers, FL
Mon-Fri 7:30AM - 4:00PM / Sat by Appointment
Website: AdvanceSolar.com










Solar Electric
Solar Pool Heat
Solar Hot Water
EV Chargers
Battery Backup
Hydrotherapy Spas

OWNERS BRIAN & DAN GOLDBERG
SERVING SOUTH FLORIDA FOR 40 YEARS!

Treasurer Alan Englander, Vice Chair Fred Roth, Development Chair Maureen Lerner, 
Museum President and CEO Susan Suarez, Board Chair Stuart Price cutting ribbon, 

Naples Chamber of Commerce representative Matthew Morinello and past Museum 
Board Chair Fred Hirschovits. Photo Credit: Charlie McDonald Photography
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pushing back...continued from page 10

COMMUNITY FOCUS

A Jewish 12-step 
recovery group 
Every Saturday, 11 a.m. on Zoom

I If you are Jewish in search of 
recovery support, a standard AA 
class may not suffice when the 

higher power references are not Jewish.  
Folks are invited to experience the 
Twelve Steps from a Jewish perspec-
tive Saturdays, 11 a.m. on Zoom. This 
group includes those recovering from 
alcohol, drugs and other addictions 
such as food, gambling, sex, shopping, 

etc. The guidebook is “Twelve Jewish 
Steps to Recovery” by Rabbi Kerry 
Olitzky & Stuart Copans, M.D., sec-
ond edition.

All who might benefit from this 
group are welcome.  Zoom details are 
available by calling the Temple Beth El 
office at 239-433-0018. 

On Nov. 5, Temple Beth El 
held the first of a three-part 
music appreciation series led 

by Dr. Tom Cimarusti. He spoke on 
“The Beatles: From Liverpool Streets 
to a Global Sensation” to a packed, 
rapt and knowledgeable crowd. The 
event ended with everyone singing 
“Yesterday.” 

There is still time to register for 
the additional two classes scheduled 
for 2024, which include a light lunch. 
Please call the office at 239-433-0018 
for more information and to register. 

Music appreciation series 
By Reina Schlager, Temple Beth El of Fort Myers President 

Be a “REEL” Supporter
2024 Individual Sponsorship Opportunities

Want to support the Festival, but don’t need the bene� ts? Become a Festival 
Friend for just $100 and have your name listed as a “Reel Supporter”.

I want to be a “REEL” Supporter

Registration form deadline: December, 22nd, 2023

Name (exactly as you would like it to appear in advertising)

_______________________________________________________________

Address

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Phone    Email

_______________________________________________________________

I would like to be a:

 Executive Producer

 Producer

 Director

 Screenwriter

 Actor

Please mail checks payable to:

Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

9701 Commerce Center Court

Fort Myers, FL 33908

Call Danielle Bernstein to pay by credit card over 

the phone: 239.481.4449 x4

Pay online: www.jewishFederationLCC.org/JFF2024

Thank you for your support!

Bene� ts
Executive 
Producer 

$5,000
Producer

$1,500
Director
$1,000

Screenwriter
$550

Actor
$360



 
    

    

    

    
VIP  VIP  VIP  VIP  

8
Reserved

6
Reserved

4
Reserved

2
Reserved

2
General

Naming rights for 
entire Festival including 
printed tickets (Only 1 
available)
Choice of one � lm 
identi� ed with your 
name
Concierge ticket service 
& sponsor lanyard
Recognition as a 
sponsor on all print and 
media ads. Including 
L’CHAYIM, weekly 
newsletter and social 
media

Tickets

Tickets to special 
events

Invitation to private
Sponsor Reception

Upcoming exhibits  
and programs
We have an exciting calendar of events 
this season. Exhibits in the new Estelle 
and Stuart Price Gallery include: 

• Forgeries and the Holocaust, 
December 2023

• Stitching History from the Holo-
caust, January-March

• Lawyers without Rights: The Fate 
of Jewish Lawyers in Berlin after 1933, 
April through October 2024. 

On Jan. 17 at 2 p.m., we will host 
a special film/Q&A program on “The 
Rescue in the Philippines.” 

In honor of International Holo-
caust Remembrance Day, we will offer 

complimentary admission and a spe-
cial program on Jan. 26. 

Museum Docent Ellaine Rosen 
will present a three-part lecture series, 
“Witness to Goodness,” on Feb. 7, 14 
and 21 from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Triumph 2024, our annual fundrais-
ing event, will take place March 6 at 
the Arthrex Conference Center. 

Board Vice Chair and Museum 
Docent Stuart Mest, M.D. will present 
a lecture, “The Holocaust: Medically 
Driven Genocide,” on March 20 at 2 p.m. 

For more information on these 
exhibits, programs and events, please 
visit the Museum’s website, www.
hmcec.org. 
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E ighty years ago this 
month, in December 
1943, a prisoner was 

sent to Auschwitz. While 
there was perhaps nothing 
surprising in that fact, there 
was something quite special 
about this prisoner.

Charles Joseph (“Char-
lie”) Coward was a British 
prisoner of war who became 
known as the “Count of Aus-
chwitz” after he helped save 
the lives of at least 400 Jews working 
on slave labor details. His story from 
80 years ago is unquestionably worthy 
of recollection.

Born in England in 1905, he enlisted 
in the British army in June 1937 and 
rose to become Quartermaster Battery 
Sergeant Major. On May 25, 1940, 
as German forces were sweeping all 
before them in France, Coward was 
captured during the unsuccessful Brit-
ish defense of Calais. He made two 
escape attempts before reaching a pris-
oner-of-war camp. While at the camp, 
he made numerous further escapes. On 
one occasion, while a prisoner of war 
on the run, he even received the Iron 
Cross while posing as a wounded Ger-
man soldier in an army field hospital. 
He was recaptured on each occasion.

In December 1943, he was sent to 
Auschwitz III (Monowitz). Here, he 
was placed in the E715 labor detach-
ment camp (administered by Stalag 
VIII-B), where British POWs were 
detained. Upon discovering that a fel-
low British prisoner was confined in 
the Jewish labor section of the camp, 
he smuggled himself into the camp, 
attempting to meet with this man and 
witness the conditions under which he 
was imprisoned. He could not locate 
the British POW but witnessed the gas 
chambers, malnutrition, cramped liv-
ing quarters and SS treatment of the 
prisoners, and saw it as his humanitar-
ian obligation from then on to resist the 
brutality confronting the Jews.

Due to his ability to speak German 
fluently, Coward was named as the Red 
Cross liaison officer for the British pris-
oners. Acting as their go-between with 
the guards, he used the limited freedom 
this provided to engage in resistance 
activities. He and other British prisoners 
smuggled food and assorted items to the 
Jewish inmates and, through coded let-
ters, he smuggled reports to the British 
War Office regarding camp conditions 
and information he believed had mili-
tary value. The information these letters 
contained was later used as evidence 
during the Nuremburg Trials. In addi-
tion, he witnessed the arrival of train-
loads of Jews for extermination.

Coward’s greatest achievement at 
Auschwitz was liberating hundreds of 
Jews. British prisoners of war received 
packages containing Swiss chocolate 
from the International Red Cross, and 
Coward used these as a bargaining 
chip with the SS to obtain the corpses 
of dead non-Jewish prisoners. He 
had these placed in ditches along the 
paths Jewish slave laborers took to and 

from work. The Jews would 
slowly drop out of the group 
and hide in the ditches; Cow-
ard would swap their clothing 
and identities with the corpses 
and give the healthy Jews the 
documents and clothes he had 
taken from the corpses. They 
then adopted these as new 
identities and were smuggled 
out of the camp to freedom. 
It has been estimated that 
through this scheme, Charlie 

Coward saved up to 400 Jewish lives.
In December 1944, he was sent back 

to the main camp of Stalag VIII-B. He 
was finally liberated in January 1945, 
in Bavaria.

After his liberation, Coward 
remained active in his opposition to 
the Nazis. He acted as a witness during 
the I.G. Farben Trial at Nuremberg in 
1948-1949 and attested to the sadistic 
treatment of Jews. In his court state-
ment, he mentioned that during his 
imprisonment in the labor camp I.G. 
Farben, workers would openly admit 
they knew about the gassing and were 
fully aware what role they were play-
ing in the war.

In 1954, British author John Castle 
published a biography of Coward, “The 
Password is Courage,” which recorded 
his wartime activities. This book was 
then made into a movie of the same 
name in 1962, directed by Andrew L. 
Stone. Portrayed by Dirk (later, Sir  
Dirk) Bogarde, Coward’s humanitarian 
efforts were recognized; however, as 
the film did not fully illustrate the ter-
ror of the Holocaust and the pain and 
suffering endured by the Jewish prison-
ers, it did not sufficiently acknowledge 
the fullness of Coward’s feats.

Charles Coward’s exploits were a 
product of his unwavering devotion 
to human life rather than his duty as a 
soldier. In 1963, in recognition of his 
nonviolent resistance during the war, 
he was named as one of the Righteous 
among the Nations by Yad Vashem 
in Jerusalem. Then, after his death in 
1976, the Department of the Righteous 
at Yad Vashem released a statement 
commemorating Coward’s righteous 
and brave actions as a humanitarian. 
He received appreciation and respect 
from his home country in 2010 when 
he was posthumously named a Hero of 
the Holocaust by the British govern-
ment — a Holocaust-related equivalent 
of a civic knighthood.

Author’s note
Pressure of work here in Australia 
has necessitated a reevaluation of my 
activities and I have decided that, after 
13 years, I should retire from writing 
these monthly articles. 

I have been pleased to write for 
what I still consider to be “my” Jewish 
community so that I could add to the 
community’s understanding of the uni-
versal nature of the Holocaust.

My very best wishes going forward; 
I’ll keep looking at the publication 
online, though no longer looking for 
my name and article! 

Heroic Coward 
By Paul R. Bartrop, Professor Emeritus of History,  
Florida Gulf Coast University

 Paul R. 
   Bartrop

Do you wish you
had a companion
who shares your

interests?

Our program connects caring volunteers with
aging adults for meaningful interactions. 

Are you
experiencing
loneliness or

isolation?

For  more information please contact:
NancyKlein@jfedlcc.org

239-481-4449 x 2

THE FRIENDLY VISITOR PROGRAM

Safe, flexible, and enriching. 

The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties 
is creating a Holocaust Education department in
response to growing antisemitism and a need for

education and remembrance. The new department
will sponsor outreach programs in the schools and
community as well as host speaking, author and 

film events. We are also in the process of creating 
a remembrance wall that will highlight local loved

ones lost in the Shoah. For naming and other donor
opportunities, or to share stories, please contact 
JFED Holocaust Education Director Ella Nayor at 

239-281-7874 or via email at
jfedholocaustdirector@gmail.com 

Jewish Federation 
of Lee and Charlotte Counties 

Holocaust Education 
and Programs Department

JEWISH INTEREST
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JEWISH INTEREST

WHY ANAGO IS THE SUPERIOR CHOICE FOR COMMERCIAL CLEANING!®

• Ranked #1 in Janitorial • Available 24/7 • Competitive Pricing • Two-Hour Response Guarantee
• Consistent & Dependable • Green Cleaning Experts • Total Satisfaction Guarantee • Fully Insured and Bonded

With more than 30 years in the commercial cleaning franchising industry,  
Anago has helped pioneer this sector by developing standards and practices 

that others replicate. 

Our franchisees provide Scheduled Cleaning, Carpet Cleaning, Ceramic, Tile and Grout Cleaning, Day  
Porters, Emergency Cleanup, Exposed Surfaces Disinfection, Hard Surface Floor Care, Restrooms, Special 
Event Cleanup, Spring Cleaning, Window Washing and much more.

YOUR CLEANING NINJAS
Our efficient and stealthy  

cleaning franchisees get the job  
done without any disruption  
to the flow of your business.

A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE
Our franchise owners use 

systematic methods to create a visible 
difference in the cleanliness  

of your workspace.

BEST SERVICE AND PRICE
One of our primary goals is to  

provide clients with the absolute  
best service in the industry,  

at a competitive price.

CONSISTENT RESULTS
By paying attention to the details, 

high touch spots and areas of concern, 
clients get an exceptional and  

consistent clean every time.

BIG OR SMALL…

WE CLEAN THEM ALL®

239-206-2520
anagoswfl.com

WITH ANAGO YOU GET:
• A partner with a 98% retention rate

• Calendaring system ensures all tasks are completed as scheduled
• Inspection/survey process ensures compliance to your specs

• Microfiber tools to remove more dirt
• EPA registered disinfectants for virus and bacteria removal

• Dedicated client services rep to assist with your needs

SERVING  COLLIER,  LEE,  CHARLOTTE,
SARASOTA  &  MANATEE  COUNTIES

“C ammy, I’m home!” Ken 
shouted to his partner as he 
tugged his bicycle into the 

foyer of the condo they shared. “I’m 
sorry I’m late but it’s such a beauti-
ful day…” Ken stopped in mid-sen-
tence when he noticed Cammy’s red 
nose, teary eyes and wadded up hanky. 
Clearly, she’d been crying. Ken ran to 
her side. “My darling, what is it? Tell 
me. Has something terrible happened? 
To Kaylee?”

Cammy looked up and sniffed. 
Kaylee, Cammy’s 8-year-old grand-
daughter had just spent the entire after-
noon with her grandmother, “Grammy 
Cammy,” as Kaylee liked to say. 
Cammy shook her head. “No, it’s not 
Kaylee. It’s Robin. When she came to 
get Kaylee, she pulled me aside and 
whispered, “We’re going to take a 
break from these visits, at least until 
the divorce is worked out.”

Cammy was stunned. Her daugh-
ter-in-law was divorcing Cammy’s 
son, Mike. Certainly, things were a bit 
dicey but up to this point, the acrimony 
between Robin and Mike hadn’t dis-
turbed Kaylee’s daily after-school vis-
its to her “Grammy Cammy.”  

Later, Robin disclosed that she felt 
like Cammy was taking Mike’s side and 
judging her. “After all, Mike is your son, 

Robin said. “He’s telling you 
only his side of the story. Kaylee 
will sense how you feel about 
me. So it’s best if we try the after-
school day care program until 
things calm down.”

Sadly, the calming period 
that Robin mentioned and that 
Cammy prayed for never came. 
Weeks turned into months and 
with the exception of Kaylee’s 
phone calls made from her Dad’s 
apartment, Kaylee’s relationship 
with Grammy Cammy was defunct. 

Ken saw the changes in Cammy 
and sprang into action. Late nights at 
the computer netted a wealth of infor-
mation on grandparents’ rights. And 
first on Ken’s list was the sad fact that 
Cammy was not alone. 

Journalist Brian Joslyn reports in 
the online publication, Sixty and Me 
(“Navigating Legal Issues surround-
ing grandparents Rights and Child 
Custody,” Oct. 30, 2023) that “grand-
parents often play a significant role in 
the upbringing of grandchildren either 
by providing essential support or even 
assuming the role of primary caregiver, 
confirming the staggering statistic that 
2.7 million grandparents dedicate long 
hours to the upbringing of another gen-
eration — their own grandchildren.

When Ken shared these 
statistics with Cammy, she 
was astounded. “You mean 
millions of grandparents 
are caring for their grand-
kids like I was for Kaylee. 
Don’t we have any say? 
Don’t we have any rights?”

Thanks to Ken’s dil-
igence, Cammy learned 
more. In fact, Attorney 
Laura D. Heard directly 
addressed Cammy’s con-

cerns in her recent article “What Rights 
do Grandparents Have after a Child’s 
Parents Divorce?” (Feb. 24, 2022). 
First, the bad news; Ms. Heard refer-
ences a U.S. Supreme Court decision, 
Troxel v. Granville (2000), “that held 
that grandparents have no absolute 
legal right to visit a grandchild with-
out a parent’s consent, even if the visits  
are in a child’s best interests.”

Ms. Heard emphasizes that although 
the law applies nationwide, individ-
ual states have some wiggle room to 
craft their own laws that offer grand-
parents legal recourse. That’s because 
each state has its own requirements 
that often include mediation processes 
that allow families to reach a visitation 
agreement without the added stress of 
court room drama. Suffice it to say that 

most judges and mediators understand 
that even after a divorce, grandparents 
should have the right to be a part of 
their grandchildren’s lives.

When we turn to Jewish tradition, 
Rabbi Elliot Dorff (American Jewish 
University, “The Importance of Grand-
parents,” 2000) puts it well when he 
writes about the importance of grand-
parents. Rabbi Dorff quotes the Psalm-
ist who writes, “It is considered a great 
blessing to see your grandchildren.” 
While the Talmud tackles the role of 
grandparents with specific direction in 
that not only do parents have the duty 
to teach Torah to their children; grand-
parents do as well. (B. Kiddushin 30a). 

From the bench or from the bima, 
conventional wisdom indicates that a 
consistent relationship with grandchil-
dren, a relationship like the one that 
Grammy Cammy shared with Kaylee, 
is worth preserving. It’s a bond that’s 
worth fighting for. 

For 10 years, Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
served the Aviva Campus for Senior Life 
as resident rabbi. Her most popular col-
umns are now published in her new book, 
“Aging Jewishly,” available on Amazon 
books. Rabbi Barbara now lives and 
works in Italy, where she is rabbi of Italy’s 
first Reconstructionist synagogue. Con-
tact her at rabbi@rabbibarbara.com. 

 Rabbi  
    Barbara Aiello

When grandparents and grandkids  
are separated by divorce
Aging Jewishly — What our traditions teach us about growing old
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello
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So, you ask (having 
read my article in 
the October Feder-

ation article), what is this 
subject all about? 

In the 1980s, the Jewish 
Museum and the Museum 
of American Folk Art in 
New York City collabo-
rated in an exhibition they 
would call “The Jewish 
Heritage in American Folk 
Art.” It explored a subject which was 
largely unknown to scholars. There 
was virtually little or no information 
readily available. Naturally, special-
ists in both Jewish religious ceremo-
nial art and American folk art were 
apprehensive. They were not even 
sure if there was enough material for 
an exhibit. However, researchers con-
tinued their exploration and, two years 
later, curated an impressive collection 
of significant pieces, many of which 
were previously unknown. The exhibit 
was so impressive that it later traveled 
to several major cities across the U.S.

The exhibit included items 
such as ketubahs (marriage 
contracts), prayer shawl bags, 
pinkas (registers), omer count-
ers, memorial plaques, matzah 
covers, seder towels, mizrachs 
(plaque denoting Eastern Wall),  
Torah binders, micrographic 
portraits, challah covers, sil-
houettes, circumcision record, 
ceremonial chairs and even car-
ousel horses (to be explained in 
a later column).

With major grants from The 
National Endowment for the Arts and 
the New York State Council on the 
Arts, along with several family foun-
dations, the exhibit was organized by 
Norman L. Kleeblatt, long time curator,  
critic and consultant at the Jewish  
Museum in New York and the late 
Gerard C. Wertkin, past director of The 
American Folk Art Museum. 

So, what has all of this got to do 
with my family?

One beautifully sunny day (rare 
in Rochester, NY) my husband and 
I received a phone call from Rabbi  
Abraham Karp, z’l, who at that time 
was our esteemed rabbi at Temple  
Beth El, a Conservative temple in 
Rochester, NY. He informed us that  
our family possessed some pieces of 
Judaic artwork that could be an import-
ant part of an upcoming exhibit being 
organized by the Jewish Museum of 
New York and the American Folk Art 
Museum. As a scholar and historian 
of Judaica, Rabbi Karp owned several 
of these pieces, which were paper-
cuts, and knew of others in various 

synagogues in the Rochester 
environs. Rabbi Karp also knew 
the artist was Baruch Zvi Ring, 
my husband, Avrum (A. Harvey) 
Stolnitz’s maternal grandfather! 
An interesting aside is that 
Ring was my father’s Hebrew 
teacher, a fact I did not discover 
until many years later.

According to researchers 
at The Jewish Museum, Ring 
was born in Vishya, Lithuania 

and emigrated to the United States 
in 1902. He was a widower with five  
children. He earned his living as a 
Hebrew teacher and scribe (sofer) in 
Rochester. His expertise, however, was 
in his creation of memorial plaques  
and mizrachim, which were displayed 
admiringly in synagogues throughout 
the community.

To understand the importance of his 
work, and of others who were produc-
ing Judaic artworks during that time, 
we must understand that period. During 
the late 1900s, there was a great influx 
of Jewish immigrants into the United 

States from Eastern 
Europe. They brought 
with them many of 
their crafts known 
to us as “folk art.” 
Their expertise in the 
field of handicrafts 
was considerable. 
Among them were 
cap making, haber-
dashery, boot mak-
ing, goldsmithing, 
and more. There 
were also lesser 

handicrafts, often extremely original 
and beautiful in their simplicity. With 
little contemporary documentation, 
knowledge of these crafts is scarce. 
These lesser-known handicrafts were 
the subject of the exhibit “The Jewish 
Heritage in American Folk  Art.”

My next article will focus on the art 
of paper cutting, popular in Poland in 
the late 1900s.

Baruch Zvi Ring was a “master” in 
that art form. His works are still dis-
played, not only in synagogues but in 
Judaic art galleries in Eastern Europe 
as well as the U.S. 

“See” you in my next article with a 
discussion on the art of paper cutting, 
its origin and influence on American 
Folk Art.

Arlene Stolnitz, the “Jewish Music” 
contributor to Federation papers the 
past eight years, is starting a new  
series focusing on Judaic folk art. 
A native of Rochester, NY, Stolnitz 
is a retired educator and lives in  
Venice, Florida. 

The Jewish heritage  
in American folk-art 
exhibit
By Arlene Stolnitz

 Arlene Stolnitz
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It’s a tough time for wine
By Jerry Greenfield, the Wine Whisperer

The past couple of years 
were not easy times 
for the wine world. 

As if the imposition of tar-
iffs and the rise in prices was 
not enough, we piled on the 
pandemic (which closed the  
tasting rooms in just about 
every winegrowing region) 
and the resurgence of cata-
strophic fires in California. 
The infernos of 2017 were 
bad enough, but the more 
recent ones were absolutely devastating.  

And then there’s climate change. It 
is absolutely evident that average tem-
peratures are rising, and gradually the 
areas that are perfect for ripening wine 
grapes won’t be anymore. In fact, some 
winegrowers in France have already 
started planting vineyards farther north 
than the traditional regions.

The combination of all these events 
has especially affected the makers of 
luxury wines. With prices rising, aver-
age wine drinkers and collectors are 
starting to look past the famous regions 
and vineyards of places like Bordeaux 
and Napa Valley. They’re showing more 
interest in Spain, for example, and Chile, 
where makers of luxury wines have 
bought vineyards and created super-pre-
mium products. These include labels 
such as Catena Zapata. Their “Nicolas” 
bottling sells for around $400.

Australia is in the running, too, with 
wines like Henschke Hill of Grace for 
north of $800, and the heritage Penfold’s 
Grange in the $700 range. And don’t 
count out Spain. The Vega Sicilia label, 
long a cult favorite, is attracting wider 
attention even though their “Unico” 
wine sells for around $450 a pop.

Sales of South American wines 
have increased considerably in the 
last 10 years because of their quality/
value ratio and ever-increasing point 
scores from influential critics. They’ve 
expanded distribution channels, too, so 
a wider variety of wines is more read-
ily available. 

New frontier wine regions have 
opened up as well. The remote Patago-
nia area of Argentina is producing a new 
selection of interesting wines. In fact, 
one wine from the area is called “Fin del 
Mundo” — the end of the world.

Prices of many of the finest wines 
from regions like Bordeaux and Bur-
gundy have been going through the 
roof for a while. Collectors who have 
been sitting on older vintages now 
consider the bottles more of an invest-
ment than a casual drink to share with 
friends. For example, if you bought a 
2000 Lafite Rothschild for $200 when 
it came out in 2003, you can cash it in 

today for around $1,000. I 
wish all my investments did 
that well.

The fires in California will 
have a damaging effect for 
years to come. First, many 
wineries have been burned to 
the ground or at least severely 
damaged. Smoke taint has 
also affected grapes that were 
on the vine when the fires hit, 
and it can’t be detected until 
the wine is actually made. 

Third, hundreds of acres of vineyards 
are gone. Many smaller wineries will 
not survive.

So, let’s do a couple of things. Sup-
port the winemakers in areas that have 
been affected by fire, and look for deli-
cious possibilities in places beyond the 
expected. Like these…

Sosie Pinot Noir Spring Hill Vine-
yard Sonoma Coast 2019 ($43) – 
From the Petaluma district, this blend 
of three pinot noir clones is loaded with 
rich aromas and flavors of strawberry 
and raspberry. There’s an Old World 
touch of warm earth and nicely bal-
anced acidity throughout. WW 89-90

Siduri Pinot Noir Willamette Valley 
2019 ($30) – In case you’re wondering, 
Siduri in literature is the bartender of the 
underworld. But winemaker Adam Lee’s 
pinot noirs are always otherworldly. The 
Oregon soils and climate give the wine 
aromas of cranberry and plum rather 
than strawberry. The acidity is bright, 
with a medium mouthfeel and very soft  
tannins. WW 91

Azendia Agricola Binomio Mon-
tepulciano d’Abruzzo Riserva 2015 
($52) – This relatively recent brand (1998) 
has made its mark with a rustic, earthy 
style, ripe tannins and intense blackberry 
and strawberry aromas and flavors. A  
serious wine, capable of aging. WW 92

Ask the Wine Whisperer
Q: Why is it so difficult to understand 
a wine label?

A: Mainly because each country  
has its own laws about the informa-
tion that must be on the bottle. In 
Europe, the wines are labeled first by 
the region. In the so-called New World, 
labels carry the name of the grape.  It’s 
a lot easier to understand a label that 
says “chardonnay” than one that reads 
“Puligny-Montrachet.”

Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whis-
perer. He is Creative Director of  
Greenfield Advertising Group, and a 
wine educator and consultant. His sec-
ond wine book, “Ask the Wine Whis-
perer,” is available through his website. 
Read his other writings at www.wine 
whisperer.com. 

 Jerry 
   Greenfield
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It’s a tough time for wine
By Jerry Greenfield, the Wine Whisperer
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Cynthia and her team were helpful,
professional and caring. She was a
great resource for learning about
different options, levels of care,
and communities. Now that my

mother has moved, she has
remained high touch and showed

concern about how my family
settles into its new situation. I

highly recommend Senior Care
Authority. 

--F.C., FORMER CLIENT

Senior Care Authority 
New York and 

Southwest Florida

FL (239) 330-2133

www.scanyf l .com
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Five movies (two very Jewish) and a documentary
By Nate Bloom, Stars of David Contributing Columnist

Editor’s Note: Persons in bold 
are deemed by Nate Bloom to be 
Jewish for the purpose of this col-

umn. Persons identified as Jewish have 
at least one Jewish parent and were not 
raised in, or identify with, a faith other 
than Judaism. Converts to Judaism, of 
course, are also identified as Jewish.

There are quite a few Jewish-con-
nected films this month. So much so, I 
can’t provide my usual “level” of Jewish 
and bio-details. Please check online for 
more “general” biographies.

“May December”
“May December,” a comedy-drama, 
opens in a handful of theaters on Nov. 
17 (so it will be eligible for Oscar nomi-
nations) and begins streaming on Netflix 
on Dec.1. This film is loosely based on 
the late Mary Kay Letourneau, a school-
teacher, who was 34 when she began (in 
1996) an affair with a student. She had 
two children with him — one before she 
went to jail (in 1998) and one after she 
was released from jail (in 2004) and mar-
ried him (in 2005).

Natalie Portman, 42, plays an 
actress/journalist who travels to Georgia 
to interview Gracie (the “Letourneau” 
character) and Joe Yoo (Gracie molested 
him as a child and now he’s her husband 
of 20 years). Gracie (Julianne Moore) 
and Joe have adult twin sons. 

Advance reviews are very good.  
The film was directed by Todd Haynes,  

62 (“I’m Not There;” “Far from 
Heaven”). His mother is Jewish and he 
identifies as Jewish. 

“Timeless Heroes: Indiana 
Jones & Harrison Ford” 
On Dec. 1, Disney+ premieres a new 
documentary entitled “Timeless Heroes: 
Indiana Jones & Harrison Ford.” In the 
words of a publicity release, it “show-
cases the legendary adventurer” and 
you “discover the untold story of how  
Harrison Ford became Indiana Jones.” 

The documentary calls Ford, now 81, 
“a once in a generation actor.” It cov-
ers his entire life: his early years, “Star 
Wars” and the five “Indy” films he has 
made. There are a lot of new interviews 
about Ford and his work.

Ford’s father was Irish, and his mother 
was Jewish. He was raised secular and 
has remained so. 

Also on Dec. 1, Disney+ begins 
streaming the (Ford) film “Indiana 
Jones and the Dial of Destiny,” which 
was released last July. It made a lot of 
money, but not enough to cover its very  
big budget. 

Hanukkah movie –  
“Round and Round”
Like last year, the Hallmark Chan-
nel is nice enough to provide an orig-
inal Hanukkah movie — along with 
their usual 25 new Xmas flicks. Enti-
tled “Round and Round,” this movie is 

another “Groundhog Day” clone. Plot: 
Rachel (Vic Michaelis) is stuck in a time 
loop, reliving her parents’ Hanukkah 
party. Rachel hopes that Zach (Bryan 
Greenberg, 45), a nice guy and a party 
guest, can help her end the “time loop.” 
(Premieres Dec. 10 at 8 p.m.)

“Wonka” 
The second remake of “Willie Wonka 
and The Chocolate Factory” (1971), 
“Wonka” opens in theaters on Dec. 15 
and is a musical romp “for the whole 
family” starring the late, great Gene 
Wilder in the title role. The 1971 film 
didn’t do well in theaters but became 
immensely popular over time. The first 
remake, “Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory” (2005), starred Johnny Depp.  
It made money, but many didn’t like it. 

The new remake stars Timothée 
Chalamet, 27, as Wonka. Chalamet, 
reports say, can really sing and dance. 
The rest of the cast is almost all British 
and not Jewish. Chalamet’s mother is 
Jewish and he identifies as Jewish.

“Ferrari” 
Opening in theaters on Dec. 25, “Ferrari” 
is set in the summer of 1957, when Enzo 
Ferrari’s “fast car” empire is in crisis. It 
focuses on a major endurance race that 
may save the company. Adam Driver 
plays Ferrari. 

The film was directed by Michael 
Mann, 80. He has directed a number 

of great films, most of which he wrote 
(he didn’t write “Ferrari”). They include 
“Thief,” “Heat,” “Last of the Mohicans” 
and “Ali.”

“Maestro”
Last but not least is “Maestro,” a film 
about Leonard Bernstein. It opened in a 
few theaters in November and premieres 
on Netflix on Dec. 20. The characters 
are all “real” and most are/were Jewish. 
About half of the cast is Jewish, too. I can 
only devote a few words to each person. 
All have bios online. 

The film covers a 30-year period — 
roughly the time of Bernstein’s marriage 
to actress Felicia Montealegre (1951) 
until her death in 1978. Bradley Cooper  
plays Leonard. He also directed the film, 
and he co-wrote the script with Josh 
Singer, 51. Carey Mulligan plays Felicia.

The rest of the cast in credit order: 
Matt Bomer as David Oppenheim, a 
top music producer; Maya Hawke as 
Jamie Bernstein, now 71, Leonard’s 
daughter; Sarah Silverman as Shirley 
Bernstein, Leonard’s sister; Michael 
Urie as choreographer/director Jerome 
Robbins; Brian Klugman as com-
poser Aaron Copland; Gideon Glick  
as Tom Cothran, radio music direc-
tor, and possibly Leonard’s lover;  
Sam Nivola as Alexander Bernstein, 
now 68, Leonard’s son; and Alexa  
Swinton as Nina Bernstein, now 61, 
Leonard’s daughter. 
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T he eight days of Hanukkah are 
marked by song, prayer and, of 
course, food. This year, Hanuk-

kah has so much meaning. It’s so 
meaningful to know during this dif-
ficult time in Israel that miracles do 
happen. For me, the food is a vehicle 
to get the message out and the Israeli  
jelly doughnuts — sufganiyot (pro-
nounced Soof-GAH-NEE-yote) — are  
one of the official, and tastiest, emblems 
of Hanukkah. 

Not to live up to my reputation of 
being dramatic, but I have to say it: 
these past weeks have been especially 
challenging. I know it sounds pathetic, 
but tackling Hanukkah and making it 
special in these difficult times seems 
nearly impossible. I am worried about 
my family and friends. Knowing a lot 
of families are not going to be together, 
making latkes, eating sufganiyot, light-
ing the candles and exchanging gifts is 
heartbreaking. Not only that, but here  
I am, preparing to celebrate Hanukkah.

After several days of sulking and 
binge eating sufganiyot, it dawned on 
me: we need to be strong and continue 
to celebrate more than ever. I realized 
that my husband and kids, good friends 
and American Israeli community prob-
ably shared the same sentiment. And 
the fact that throughout my home 
there are sufganiyot, giant menorahs 
and Hanukkah gifts being exchanged 
shows that I would never stop celebrat-
ing the Hanukkah, no matter what.

As Israelis, our stories, traditions 
and emotional attachments to this holi-
day are shared. Although Israelis are the 
most unique people in the world (not that 
I’m biased or anything), on this holiday, 
our identities are shared. This is what it 
means to be Israeli, and this is why I trust 
that my feelings of Hanukkah-induced 
loneliness are illusionary. Yes, I am not 
with my siblings and family in Israel 
to light the candles this year. But I am 
amongst a community just as close. 

Israeli jelly doughnuts (sufgani-
yot) were a hot commodity during my 

childhood visits to my grandparents 
in Jaffa Israel because of the taste, 
family connections and that signature 
smell that stays with you, literally and 
figuratively.

Every year during the holiday, my 
grandmother would smell of oil after 
the long hours she worked to meet the 
demand for her doughnuts. I remember 
it being a very happy time, I love the 
holiday. Though my mother recently 
passed away, I kept her memory alive 
through the recipes that my grand-
mother left to her. I regularly feature 
bakery home-cooked versions of them 
when I make the sufganiyot each year 
for Hanukkah. 

For me, making jelly doughnuts and 
latkes is just as important as lighting 
candles and spinning the dreidel. In 
the years since my grandmother and 
my mom passed, the doughnuts have 

taken on an even deeper meaning. My 
grandmother’s sufganiyot are like no 
one else’s. 

I’ve tried to modernize the classic 
over the years. Nothing compares to the 
fried — but fried doughnuts for dessert 
after fried latkes for dinner might be 
overkill. The alternative is baked jelly 
doughnuts. This Hanukkah delight just 
got a little lighter.

If you don’t feel the need to cut out 
individual donuts and fry them, bake it 
—  and call it a cake! This sufganiyot 
cake recipe takes sufganiyot one step 
further. This cake doesn’t have the tra-
ditional element of oil for Hanukkah, 
but the idea is still there! Basically, this 
is sufganiyot dough injected with jelly 
baked in a cake pan.

This sufganiyot pull-apart cake rec-
ipe guarantees you eight days of sweet 
celebration. 

Sufganiyot pull-apart cake
By Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Sufganiyot pull-apart cake
Ingredients
• 6 cups bread flour 
• ¼ cup white sugar
• ½ teaspoon salt
• ½ cup margarine or butter
• 2 tablespoon dry yeast
• 1½ cups warm water
• 2 eggs
• ¼ cups four-berry jam or your 

favorite flavor
• ¼ cup oil
• ½ cup powdered sugar for dusting

Instructions
1. Using a stand mixer with the 

dough hook attachment, mix the flour, 
sugar, salt and margarine (or butter). 
Set aside.

2. Mix the dry yeast with the warm 
water and let stand for 5-10 minutes 
until foaming. Add the eggs to the 
foaming yeast water then add the yeast 
mixture to the dry ingredients and mix 
until smooth — about 10 minutes with 
the mixer at a medium setting.

3. Cover the bowl and place some-
where warm for two hours or until the 
dough has risen in size.

4. Knock back the dough and tip out 
onto a lightly floured surface. Cut into 
16 pieces. Flatten a piece between your 
hands, then place about half a teaspoon 
of jam onto it and gather the edges of the 
dough around the jam. Pinch and squeeze 
the edges to seal in the jam and then roll 
between your hands to form a ball.

5. Set aside and repeat with the 
remaining pieces of dough until you 
have 16 jam-filled balls.

6. Place the vegetable oil in a shal-
low bowl.

7. Roll each ball of dough in the oil, 
allowing the excess to drip off, and 
then arrange the balls in an 8-inch 
round baking tin.

8. Allow the dough to rise again, for 
around 45 minutes or until the balls are 
doubled in size and there are no gaps 
between them.

9. Preheat the oven to 375°F. Bake 
the sufganiyot for around 25 minutes 
until it is golden brown.

10. Remove from the oven and al-
low to cool for a few minutes before 
removing from the tin.

11. Dust with powdered sugar, pull 
apart, eat and enjoy!
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CHALLAH PRINCECHALLAH PRINCE
JOIN INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED ISRAELIJOIN INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED ISRAELI

CHALLAH ARTIST, IDAN CHABASOV, ANDCHALLAH ARTIST, IDAN CHABASOV, AND
LEARN HOW TO BRAID BOTH FANCY ANDLEARN HOW TO BRAID BOTH FANCY AND

TRADITIONAL CHALLAH!TRADITIONAL CHALLAH!

SPONSORED BY: THE LINDA IDELSON CULINARY FUNDSPONSORED BY: THE LINDA IDELSON CULINARY FUND   

    MONDAY,DECEMBER 18TH 
6-8PM 

THE COLLABORATORY 
2031 JACKSON ST

FORT MYERS

FORT FORT 

CO- CHAIRS:  CAROLYN GORA & PAM ARKIN

COMMUNITY CHALLAH BAKE 

TICKETS - $36TICKETS - $36

SPONSORSHIPSPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES AREOPPORTUNITIES ARE

AVAILABLE. VISITAVAILABLE. VISIT
OUR WEBSITE FOROUR WEBSITE FOR

MORE INFORMATION.MORE INFORMATION.

REGISTER ONLINE:REGISTER ONLINE:
JEWISHFEDERATIONJEWISHFEDERATION
LCC.ORG/CALENDARLCC.ORG/CALENDAR

FOR MORE INFORMATION:FOR MORE INFORMATION:
DANIELLEB@JFEDLCC.ORGDANIELLEB@JFEDLCC.ORG   

OR 239-481-4449 EXT. 4OR 239-481-4449 EXT. 4



COMMENTARYTHE JEWISH FEDERATION OF LEE AND CHARLOTTE COUNTIES PRESENTS THE  
28th Annual Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida  
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1 - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29

DEAD SEA GUARDIAN 
Thursday February 1st at 7:15pm 

The Dead Sea - the lowest place on earth and one of 
the wonders of the world - is dying. Three historic 
enemies join forces on a heroic journey to stop this 
catastrophe and save the Dead Sea from disappearing.

75 MINUTES • ENGLISH AND HEBREW • ISRAEL • DOCUMENTARY 

REMEMBERING GENE WILDER 
Sunday February 4th at 3:00pm 

"In this captivating biographical drama, follow the 
remarkable life of the legendary actor and comedian, 
Gene Wilder. From his early struggles to his iconic 
collaborations with Mel Brooks and his unforgettable 
portrayal of Willy Wonka, the film takes viewers on a 
heartfelt journey through the man behind the laughter, 

revealing the complexities and brilliance of a true Hollywood icon."

92 MINUTES • ENGLISH • UNITED STATES • DOCUMENTARY 
SPONSORED BY KARIN FINE 

CHILDREN OF NOBODY 
Tuesday February 6th at 7:15pm 

In a heartfelt drama based on a true story,  
troubled boys living on the outskirts of Israeli  
society unite to protect a shelter for at-risk youth,  
led by the compassionate surrogate mother  
Margalit. When tragedy hits, Jackie, her right- 
hand man, must defend the home from corrupt  

developers and navigate social worker scrutiny. With Jackie's guidance, 
the young men learn to take responsibility for their lives and preserve  
their refuge, shedding light on the often overlooked and neglected  
voices at society's periphery.

108 MINUTES • HEBREW WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES • ISRAEL • DRAMA 

THE JEWS AND THE BLUES 
Thursday February 8th at 7:15pm 

This new documentary by filmmaker, musician, and 
talk show host Drew Stone takes us on a musical 
adventure to understand how the blues can be found 
in a number of Israeli cultures, including Ethiopian, 
Ashkenazi, Mizrahi, and others. Learn how the blues 
ties Jews together all over the world.

67 MINUTES • ENGLISH • UNITED STATES • DOCUMENTARY 

LOST TRANSPORT 
Tuesday February 13th at 7:15pm 

In the spring of 1945 a train deporting hundreds of 
Jewish prisoners gets stranded near a small German 
village occupied by the Red Army. Condemned  
to each other and in a context of deep mistrust,  
desperation and revenge, an unexpected friendship 
emerges between Russian sniper Vera, village girl 

Winnie and Jewish-Dutch woman Simone.

100 MINUTES • DUTCH, GERMAN, AND RUSSIAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES   
NETHERLANDS, GERMANY, AND LUXEMBOURG • DRAMA, HISTORY, WAR 

ISRAEL SWINGS FOR GOLD 
Thursday February 15th at 7:15pm 

In 2021, Israel's baseball team competed in the  
Olympics for the first time. With no media allowed  
in Tokyo's Olympic Village, the players record their 
own experiences. Mostly newly minted Israelis,  
they log unexpected battles against anti-Semitism  
and anti-Zionism. Victory for Israel comes on the  

playing field, even if not on the podium.

78 MINUTES • ENGLISH AND HEBREW • UNITED STATES • SPORT DOCUMENTARY 
SPONSORED BY THE BOSTON RED SOX 

MATCHMAKING 
Tuesday February 20th at 7:15pm 

An entertaining and good-hearted romantic  
comedy that gives a light Orthodox twist to  
"Romeo and Juliet".

96 MINUTES • HEBREW • ISRAEL • COMEDY 

SPONSORED BY NORMAN LOVE CONFECTIONS

FAREWELL, MISTER HAFFMANN 
Thursday February 22nd at 7:15pm 

"Mr. Haffmann" is a gripping World War II drama  
set in Nazi-occupied France, centered on a Jewish  
tailor who risks everything to forge identities and  
documents, helping others escape the horrors of the  
Holocaust. The film explores moral choices, sacrifice, 

and the enduring spirit of hope in the face of unimaginable adversity.

115 MINUTES • FRENCH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES • FRANCE, BELGIUM • DRAMA 

SPONSORED BY PCC TILE • HELENE, JORGE & ERIC GLOCER

Films will be 
screened at  

the Regal 
Belltower! 

General 
admission ticket 

open seating  
for all films.

Festival Passes 
available on 
Wednesday,  

Nov. 1

Individual  
tickets available 

on Friday,  
Dec. 1

The series of 11 
films is $130 / 
Individual films 

are $13 each
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FILMS DATES

Dead Sea Guardians Thursday, Feb. 1st • 7:15PM

Remembering Gene Wilder Sunday, (Matinee) Feb. 4th • 3:00PM

Children of Nobody Tuesday, Feb. 6th • 7:15PM

The Jews and the Blues Thursday, Feb. 8th • 7:15PM

Lost Transport Tuesday, Feb. 13th • 7:15PM

Israel Swings for Gold Thursday, Feb. 15th • 7:15PM

Matchmaking Tuesday, Feb. 20th • 7:15PM

Farewell Mister Haffmann Thursday, Feb. 22nd • 7:15PM

Imordecai Sunday, (Matinee) Feb. 25th • 3:00PM

The Shadow of the Day Tuesday, Feb. 27th • 7:15PM

The Catskills Thursday Feb. 29th • 7:15PM

THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF LEE AND CHARLOTTE COUNTIES PRESENTS THE  
28th Annual Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida  
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1 - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29

2024 Jewish Film Festival of Southwest Florida
Regal Belltower, Fort Myers 

Individual film tickets: $13, On Sale 12/1 • Festival Pass: $130, On Sale 11/1 
www.JewishFederationLCC.org/JFF2024

*Sponsorship opportunities are available.

For more information, please email Danielle Bernstein at 
danielleb@jfedlcc.org or call 239-481-4449 ext. 4

IMORDECAI  
Sunday February 25th at 3:00pm 

A Holocaust survivor, born and raised in a different 
time, must face the realities of modern world. When 
confronted with an unfamiliar object, an iPhone, will 
Mordecai be able to fit into a world that has changed 
so much around him?

102 MINUTES • ENGLISH • UNITED STATES • COMEDY AND DRAMA

THE SHADOW OF THE DAY  
Tuesday February 27th at 7:15pm

Italy, after the promulgation of the racial laws (1938). 
Luciano, a Fascist-abiding restaurateur, nonetheless 
believes he can still live by his own rules inside his busi-
ness. However, everything changes when Anna, a girl 
with a dangerous secret, starts to work at his restaurant.

125 MINUTES • ITALIAN AND FRENCH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES ITALY • ROMANCE, DRAMA 

THE CATSKILLS 
Thursday February 29th at 7:15pm 

With a trove of lost-and-found archival footage  
and a cast of characters endowed with the gift  
of gab, "The Catskills" journeys into the storied 
mountain getaway north of New York City that 
served as refuge for Jewish immigrants fleeing  
poverty as well as a lavish playground for  

affluent Jewish families. As bungalow colony proprietors, guests,  
waiters, comedians, hoteliers, and beauticians share colorful tales  
of Catskill farms, boarding houses, and luxury resorts, they paint  
a picture of vibrant American Jewish life and culture in the  
20th century.

85 MINUTES • ENGLISH • UNITED STATES • DOCUMENTARY 

Individual film tickets: $13, On Sale 12/1 
Festival Pass: $130, On Sale 11/1 
www.JewishFederationLCC.org/JFF2024
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Miami, Key West, Ocean Cay MSC Marine Reserve
(Bahamas - Private Island)

Prices start at $329** per person based on double occupancy.  
Additional taxes, fees & port charge apply

**Pricing is subject to change without notice.  
Cabin to be assigned close to sailing date**

WIFI & DRINK PACKAGE INCLUDED!!  

BOOKING NOW

Florida Seller of 
Travel # ST42324

AT SEAShabbat
Join us for an unforgettable Shabbat at sea full of music,
dancing, and fun on board the MSC Magnifica!

Friday, March 1, 2024 - Monday, March 4, 2024

For more information please contact 
NancyKlein@jfedlcc.org  or call 239.481.4449 ext. 2

Cruise with the Jewish Federation

With over 30 years of experience, I help 
eliminate the guesswork in choosing the right 

senior living community that meets your needs 
and preferences. I look beyond the fancy décor 

and  evaluate facilities on:

Quality of care and services
Resident satisfaction
Health care violations

Operational stability

Financial viability
Overall lifestyle

239.595.0207
WWW.SENIORHOUSINGSOLUTIONS.NET

Bruce Rosenblatt
Owner/Senior Housing Advisor
Certified Dementia Practitioner

Senior Housing Solutions

Honest and knowledgeable advice about assisted living options...
AT NO COST TO YOU!

THE “MATCHMAKER” OF SENIOR HOUSING 
L� me help you find a m�ch!

�

WWW.SENIORHOUSINGSOLUTIONS.NET

For years, at night, I put 
my slippers in a par-
ticular spot next to my 

bed. I don’t know why I origi-
nally chose that spot but that’s 
where I kept my slippers until 
I realized, in the middle of the 
night when I was groping in 
the dark for the slippers, that 
there was another spot that 
would work better for me.

So now, every night since 
I made the decision to move 
the location of my slippers, I get into 
bed and I place my slippers … exactly 
where I put them for all those years.

It’s a habit I’ve been unable to 
break. Sometimes, I catch myself and I 
move the slippers to their new location.

Habits become routine due to rep-
etition. Habits can be good. They can 
be intentionally developed to improve 
productivity or health, like Steven Cov-
ey’s “seven habits of highly effective 

people.” These are ideas 
like “don’t walk under a lad-
der,” “don’t break a mirror” 
and “don’t walk in front of 
a black cat.” Wait, I take it 
back; those are from my 
grandmother.

Covey’s habits are more 
high concept, like “begin 
with the end in mind.” I’m 
not a high-concept guy, so 
for me, that’s like knowing 
what entrée I am going to 

order at a restaurant based on dessert. 
I already know the end game — it’s 
called cheesecake and it’s delicious. 
Come to think of it, that’s probably 
why I get overwhelmed by the menu at 
The Cheesecake Factory.

And there’s also “understand before 
you’re understood.” That is a challeng-
ing one when you’re married. Then 
it’s more like “understand after you’re 
completely misunderstood.”

Covey also offers “sharpen the 
saw.” That’s something I pay someone 
else to do while I take a nap.

Covey proves good habits are chal-
lenging. And bad habits are hard to 
change. Some people can barely keep 
up with one habit, and don’t even ask 
them to change a bad one. Maybe that’s 
where superstitions come in.

I would say superstitions are not so 
good. They are often irrational routines 
and beliefs that come from the idea 
that certain actions or objects have 
magical or supernatural powers. They 
are not based on reason or evidence. 
Superstitions are all about doing some-
thing, or not doing something, because 
you think it’ll change the course of the 
Universe. They’re like the weird uncle 
at Thanksgiving dinner who insists on 
talking to the turkey. They can make 
you a nervous wreck.

Superstitions don’t seem to be going 
anywhere, though. When someone can’t  

stick with a habit, which is a challeng-
ing routine, they create an easier rou-
tine by putting their faith in a fortune 
cookie. Or a rabbit’s foot. Or knocking 
on wood.

Or, if you are a superstitious Jew, 
maybe you wear a red string like a 
bracelet. Or maybe you spit three 
times. Ppfff! Ppfff! Ppfff!

This is all to ward off the “evil eye,” 
the idea that someone can unintention-
ally bring harm to another person. I’ve 
gotten the stink eye from people before 
but I never spat at them. As crazy as 
they seem, superstitions bring color 
and excitement to the tapestry of our 
lives, though.

Back to habits: I hope to master the 
new location of my slippers. I just ask 
that you say a prayer for me. Better yet, 
wish upon a star. 

Old habits die hard

 Keith 
    Grossman

Writer’s note: This article was 
originally intended to be 
published last month but we 

pulled it because we didn’t feel running a 
humor article so soon after the tragedy 
of Oct. 7 was in the right tone. If you still 
don’t think the time is right, please don’t 
read it. It’s not that funny, anyway.

I was standing in a bagel shop the 
other day. It was a place up north. 
You’ve never heard of it. Any-
way, I couldn’t help but overhear 
a disagreement starting at a nearby 
table. It seems two old men were 
arguing over whose synagogue was  
more holy.

“Our shul is so frum,” said 
the one guy, “our butcher has 
never even met our milkman!” 

“Oh yeah?” responded 
the other guy, “Our shul is so 
frum, even our traif is kosher.”

Back and forth it went… 
“Our shul is so frum,” said 

one of them. “We’re closed for 
the high holidays.”

“Our shul is so frum, Elijah  
leaves a cup of wine at his 
table for us!”

“On Shabbos, our cantor won’t even 
carry a tune!”

“Our Shabbos goy’s father is Jewish!”
They kept arguing…
“Our shul is so frum, we fast on Yom 

Kippur and the next day!”
“We celebrate a 9th night of Hanuk-

kah to mark the dedication of our 
sanctuary!”

“Our shul is so frum, it 
only takes five of us to make 
a minyan!”

“The English readings in 
our prayer books are transliter-
ated in Hebrew.”

People were starting to 
stare.

“Our shul is so frum, when 
Moshiach comes and Temple 
is rebuilt in Jerusalem, they 
will use our design!”

“Our shul is so frum, our 
rabbi is considered part of the rabbinic 
authority of Israel.”

“Our shul is so frum, our members 
are considered part of the rabbinic 
authority of Israel.” 

By this time, I had picked up my 
sandwich. “Gentlemen!” I interrupted. 
“Please, why don’t we table this 

Frum here to eternity

 Brian 
    Simon

continued on page 23
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N ov. 5, 2023: Four 
weeks into the war 
against Hamas

Today’s New York Times 
ran the story of two women in 
Atlanta, both self-described 
liberals, one Jewish, the other 
Black, who met to discuss the 
attack of Oct. 7 and the war 
in Gaza. The Black woman, 
Sanidia Oliver, had been the 
teacher of Samara Minkin’s 
children, and the two stayed 
in touch. After Oliver made a Pro-Pal-
estinian, anti-Israel posting on Face-
book, Minkin reached out, suggesting 
a meeting. Minkin said that she wanted 
Oliver “to understand how it felt to be 
Jewish in this moment. After centu-
ries of antisemitism, many Jews like 
her feel existentially worried, afraid 
that the world could turn on them  
in a moment.”  

I have heard this a lot from my  
congregants. They are scared. Some 
history would be helpful. 

Before World War II, open antisem-
itism was widespread in the United 
States. There were quotas on the num-
ber of Jews who could be accepted to 
universities, restrictive covenants in res-
idential communities where Jews could 
not purchase homes, social clubs that 
accepted no Jewish members. While 
these expressions of antisemitism may 
have been “subtle,” the pro-Nazi rally 
in Madison Square Garden in February 
1939, at which 100,000 people were 
in attendance, was explicit. The orga-
nizer of the rally, where American flags 
and Nazi flags were displayed side by 
side, said, “If George Washington were 
alive today, he would be friends with  
Adolf Hitler.”  

The world changed dramatically for 
us Jews and others after the war. The 
’50s and ’60s were a time when barriers  
fell. In recent decades, we supported, 
and worked, to create a meritocratic 
America where doors were open to 
all people, regardless of race, religion, 
sexual orientation and every other mat-
ter of personal choice. In this struggle 
for acceptance, we Jews were very 
successful.

But the last few years have seen 
a dramatic rise in overt antisemitic 
expression, from the 2017 “Unite the 
Right” rally in Charlottesville, to the 
shooting at the Pittsburgh synagogue, 
to the banners draped over bridges with 
the message, “Vax the Jews.” The attack 

against Israel on Oct. 7, and 
Israel’s response, has blown 
off any veneer of politeness. 
Protests on college campuses 
and in the streets of major 
American and European cit-
ies have not stopped short of 
calling for attacks on Jews 
worldwide. There is no space 
between anti-Israel sentiment 
and antisemitism. A lot of 
people don’t like us.

Despite the rise in antise-
mitic expression in this country, I still 
believe that America is different. From 
the time of its founding, the United 
States has been a work in progress. 
And from the time Hyam Salomon 
helped finance the Revolutionary War, 
we Jews have supported the growth 
of this country. We have followed the 
words of the prophet Jeremiah (29:7), 
“Seek the peace of the city to which 
you have been exiled. Pray to God on 
its behalf, for in its peace, you will  
find peace.” 

As long as we have been Americans, 
we have worked for the betterment of 
this country. While we have no illusions 
that all people will accept us, I believe 
we must continue to do this work.

The aftermath of Oct. 7 blew away 
illusions that we are broadly accepted. 
Like the Jewish woman in Atlanta, we 
can expect that our deep attachment 
to Israel and our tradition, in general, 
will not be understood by many. But, I 
believe, America is still a home for us. 
The spirit of this country is enshrined in 
its Declaration of Independence: “We 
hold these truths to be self-evident,  
that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with  
certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness. …” 

Admittedly, with a lot of setbacks 
along the way, America has continued 
to move forward in its realization of this 
lofty vision. Despite the current vitriol, 
I believe it will continue to do so. 

What do we do now
I believe we must do several things at 
once. First, we must continue to pro-
tect ourselves and our institutions with 
police presence and with very active 
public relations. Letters defending 
Israel to every newspaper in America 
are in order. 

Second, we must teach Israel, 
including “the Conflict,” in our day 

schools and religious schools. Our 
children must understand the hostile 
neighborhood in which Israel lives. 

Third, we must explain to our chil-
dren our deep attachment to Israel and, 
of course, bring them to Israel as often 
as possible. 

Finally, we must be very active 
in the building of America – joining 
civic organizations, volunteering in 
the community, even working for our 

respective political parties. We must 
work side by side with our neighbors 
— and they must see us doing that. Our 
neighbors might harbor suspicions, 
even dislike, for us. Our community 

involvement may make them think 
twice about their prejudices, or at least 
make it harder for them to express their 
sentiments in public. 

Of course, we are not alone. I have 
received phone calls, letters and emails 
from people expressing their support. 
Recently, I received an email from a 
Muslim friend, a professor of religious 
studies at a New York university. She 
reached out to say that she understood 
the evil of Hamas and the vulnerability 
of Israel and the Jewish people. While 
those who dislike us are screaming 
the loudest, they do not represent the 
vast majority of Americans. We cannot  
forget that. 

We are seeing a dramatic rise in 
strong antisemitic sentiment. The veneer 
of politeness has been blown off — for 
some. But for most, we are still wel-
comed as fully American neighbors. 
We have much work to do; it is not the 
time for despair.

Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple 
Judea in Fort Myers. 

A case for Jewish realism
By Rabbi Marc Sack

 Rabbi 
    Marc Sack

Despite the rise in 
antisemitic expression  

in this country,  
I still believe that  

America is different.

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

discussion for another day? Perhaps 
we’ll let Elijah decide?”

“I already know how he’ll decide,” 
said one of them.

“How’s that?” I asked.
“Because our shul is so frum that Eli-

ahu Ha’Navi is an honorary member!”
“He can’t be,” protested the other, 

“because he’s already a member of ours!”
Suddenly, someone tapped me 

on the shoulder. I turned to find a 

man with a striking white beard. He 
looked exasperated.

“These two,” he said, as he shook 
his head.

“Oy,” I replied. 
We walked toward the door. The man 

with the beard wished me shavua tov.
“Shavua tov,” I replied, but he had 

disappeared. 

frum here to eternity...continued from page 22
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The Jewish people 
are indigenous to 
Israel. We have a 

3,000-year-old written his-
tory and a rich archeologi-
cal record. Historically, yes, 
are we Jewish Palestinians?

This matters. Many call  
Israelis occupiers and col-
onizers. You cannot be an  
occupier in your own home. 
You cannot colonize your 
home. 

Below is a fact-based 
overview of the term Palestine/Pales-
tinian, and its modern redefinition.

The historical Palestine
The term Palestinian was coined by 
the ancient Romans to refer to a land 
the Jewish inhabitants called Judea.  
From about 100 BCE until 1948, all 
inhabitants of this land were called 
Palestinians. The 1700-year-old Jewish  
law text from this land was translated 
into English as The Palestinian Tal-
mud. World maps in the early 1900s 
used a Jewish star as the flag of Pal-
estine. To suggest that Palestinian is 
an identity available only to Arabs is a 
historical anomaly. 

Words matter. For 2,000 years, we 
would have been referred to as Jewish 
Palestinians. The country Israel was 
named “Israel” to remove the colonial 
stamp of the ancient Romans. 

Jews were evicted 
from Palestine
Jews were forcibly evicted 
from this land following the 
destruction of the Second Tem-
ple in Jerusalem in year 70 CE. 
For almost 2,000 years, Jewish 
communities in the diaspora 
have fasted on this day to mark 
our loss. Israel and Jerusalem 
are mentioned repeatedly in 
our daily prayers, which were 
codified 2,000 years ago. 

Throughout history, the rul-
ers of this land limited Jewish immi-
gration, keeping our people in exile. 
This exile saw genocide after geno-
cide, from the Crusaders through the 
Pogroms, the Inquisition to the Holo-
caust. Small numbers of Jews remained 
in Israel all this time, and there were 
always small numbers of Jews allowed 
to return. We never stopped trying to 
return, praying to return or fasting over 
our loss. This is what is called Zion-
ism — the desire to return to Zion 
(Jerusalem). Zionism has nothing to do  
with displacing anyone.

When people go on family trips, they 
often find pottery from our ancestors, 
dating back thousands of years. This is 
what draws millions of Torah-loving 
people to visit every year. Only in this 
land, will you find the 2,000-year-old 
Dead Sea Scrolls written in a Hebrew 
every child can understand. But it’s not 

just Jews and Christians that celebrate 
the historical connections of Jews to 
our land. 

Historically, Muslims celebrated 
the Jewish history of this land as well. 
The Jordanian Waqf published visi-
tors guides to Al Aqsa that marked the 
location as the site of the Jewish tem-
ples. The Arab village called Beitilu 
was built in the location of a histori-
cal Jewish town called Beit El. This is 
a common occurrence. In fact, many 

of the Jewish holy sites were actively 
maintained by the local Arab popula-
tion throughout our exile. This is why 
dozens of Jewish holy sites also con-
tain a mosque. 

Arab leadership only began sup-
pressing the Jewish connection to the 
land in the 1800s, as antisemitism 
in Europe and the rise of democracy 
pushed Jews to demand a right to 
return home. 

Redefinition of Palestinian 
In the 1950s and 1960s, the Arabs 
that lived in this area began referring 
to themselves and only themselves 
as Balestinians, or Palestinians when 
writing (they cannot pronounce the let-
ter P). Until 1948, we were the same, 
Jewish, Christian or Arab Palestin-
ians. Over the years, this has created 
the false impression that there was a 
nation or state on this land that was 
compromised only of Arabs, and that 
Jewish Israelis of European descent 
were colonizers. 

This was a very shrewd marketing 
move. The first of many. But it doesn’t 
change history. 

Our people started here. We never 
stopped trying to return here. And after 
2,000 years, we finally succeeded. 

I am not questioning the veracity of 
the people who today identify as Pal-
estinian or their historical claims. But 
I would ask the same courtesy when 
addressing Jews. 

Stop calling us colonizers or occu-
piers. You just sound foolish. And 
you feed a historical revisionism that 
is leading to death and destruction on 
both sides.

Cantor Barry Butensky serves at 
Temple Beth Shalom in Cape Coral. 

 Cantor
    Barry
    Butensky

Are we a Palestinian or a Zionist?
By Cantor Barry Butensky

FROM THE BIMAH

Read the current and recent issues of L’CHAYIM  
online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

 

Ronny S Taschner  DDS 
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology 

 
Jennifer Taschner  DDS  MMSc 

Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology 
 

 
1645 Medical Lane,  Fort Myers, FL 

 
Phone 239-936-0635 

Visit Our Website  www.taschnerperio.com 

Community Relations Council 
Lee & Charlotte  

CCRRCC  MMiissssiioonn  SSttaatteemmeenntt:  

The mission of the CRC of Lee & Charlotte is to    
proactively advocate for and ensure the rights,     
interests, and values of our Jewish community. 

WWee  AAddvvooccaattee..  EEdduuccaattee..  AAcctt..  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information or to join, contact 
Debbie Sanford at 239.481.4449 ext. 6  

 debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org  

Our people  
started here.  

We never stopped  
trying to return here.  
And after 2,000 years,  
we finally succeeded.
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Standing up to Jew-hating
By Rabbi Bruce Diamond

While every Jewish 
holiday comes with 
its own special sig-

nificance, this year’s Hanukah 
clearly holds a special mean-
ing for our people around the 
world. Once again, the Macca-
bees have taken the field, but 
this time, the reason is even 
more grievous than the cause 
2,200 years ago. Back then, 
the issue was the preservation 
of our traditional religion in 
the face of those who tried to 
compel us to adopt theirs; today, it is 
the preservation of the very lives of our 
people in Israel and their homeland by 
standing up to bloodthirsty implacable 
foes. Ties of history and kinship make 
their struggle ours as well, and I sus-
pect that if you are like 
me, you also feel as if 
you, too, are at war. 

I am in close contact 
with a range of peo-
ple in Israel, and when 
I ask them what we in 
Fort Myers can do to 
help, I get the same 
answer from them all. In 
Hebrew, the word is has-
barah, explaining and 
interpreting the present 
conflict to your friends and neighbors 
as an antidote to some of the poison 
that is bubbling up from anti-Jewish 
pockets of muck here and around the 
world. There is little doubt that Israel 
can prevail in a war of powder and  
steel, but the battle for the “hearts and 
minds” of people of good will depends 
on all of us!

While there can be no joy 
when any of God’s handi-
work suffers or is destroyed, 
no matter whom and no mat-
ter what, at least this time 
we will not be led as lambs 
to the slaughter. However, 
after centuries of being the 
nail and living the ethic and 
theology that goes with it, 
we now must struggle to 
formulate the moral code 
of the hammer, which is 
much more difficult. Being 

the perennial victim poses very little 
intellectual challenge. While it may 
include its own narrow set of choices, 
they are relatively simple: you live or 
you die, you resist, comply or collab-
orate. Wielding the hammer, which is 

a traditional meaning of 
the word “Maccabee,” 
is complicated, and the 
hammer’s wrong deci-
sions can be catastrophic 
for the innocent oth-
ers. And, the hammer is 
rarely regarded as virtu-
ous and heroic, no matter 
what the objective facts.

Standing up to Jew- 
hating first and foremost  
requires us to stand 

together proudly and unflinchingly, 
keeping our lamp burning bright. Con-
sider this year’s Hanukah celebration 
precisely that. 

Melinda joins me in wishing you a 
most fulfilling holiday season!

Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at Com-
munity Free Synagogue in Fort Myers. 

FROM THE BIMAH

To bring light in times of darkness
By Rabbi Lawrence Dermer

T he story of Chanukah 
recounts the Jewish 
victory of the Macca-

bees over the Greek-Syrian 
ruler, Antiochus, over 2,000 
years ago. The Greeks were 
determined to defile the 
Temple and extinguish the 
light of Judaism. Following 
the battle, the Jews found 
only enough oil to light the 
menorah for one day. The 
flame was lit and mirac-
ulously burned for eight 
days. The Maccabees fought a battle 
for freedom and religious tolerance 
and that battle continues today in many 
places across the globe.

We are living in times of uncer-
tainty and fear, war and darkness as 
we stand in solidarity with our broth-
ers and sisters in Israel and Jews 
around the world as we once again face  
threats to our very survival. In these 
times of darkness, we are all looking for  
the light.

In China, Russia, Iran, Syria and 
many other countries in the Middle 

East and across the globe, we 
watch as oppressive govern-
ments and terrorist regimes 
desperately cling to power 
and are unified by their stance 
against the Jewish people and 
the nation of Israel. As Jews, 
it is our mission to be Or Ha 
Goyim — a light unto the 
nations, a people whose abso-
lute faith in G-d has enabled us 
to rise above our fear. A people 
ever ready to work together 
with our partners for peace 

in fighting for equality, human rights  
and dignity. 

Even the smallest light will illumi-
nate a vast darkness and with this idea 
as our guiding principle, we can bring 
healing and peace to our troubled world.

We look to our ancient texts to find 
the hope and inspiration to persevere. 
The rabbis of the Talmud recounted  
the Chanukah story about a jar of oil 
that should have been enough for only 
one night but miraculously burned for 
eight days. Hillel teaches us why we 
light the Chanukah candles the way  

we do today. He said that you start 
with one light, then two, three and 
so on with the message: “D’ma’alin 
b’kodesh v’ein moridin — in mat-
ters of holiness we do not decrease,  
only increase.”

As we light the Chanukah candles 
this year, during what seems like a 
darker time in our world, let us commit 
to increasing hope, faith and action. 
We celebrate Channukah as the festival 

of lights and this miracle serves as a 
symbol to remind us that with a little 
faith in G-d, hope is possible. With this 
story of light, the focus was shifted 
from the battlefield to Divine power, to  
that spark of hope that one day the 
light of freedom and tolerance will 
illuminate the entire world. In each and  
every age, we are challenged by those 
who wish their power to subjugate,  
control and enslave the weak, those 
who seek to stand against G-d and the 
nation of Israel. Throughout history, 
light has always defeated the darkness. 
May the beauty of this year’s Channu-
kah lights remind us that history will 
repeat itself once more and the light of 
hope, love, compassion and tolerance 
will prevail. Am Yisrael Chai!

Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves 
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers 

 Rabbi 
    Lawrence
    Dermer

2023

Wednesday, December 6 
   The Terraces of Bonita Springs

Thursday, December 7 
   Temple Shalom Port Charlotte

Thursday, December 28 
   Temple Judea

2024

Thursday, January 11 
   Amavida Living

Thursday, January 25 
   The Heights Center

Wednesday, February 7
   Seaside of Fort Myers, 10-11:30 AM

  

Let us know if you need a ride or 
would like to volunteer!

Register online: 
jewishfederationlcc.org/calendar

Questions: 239-481-4449 Ext.1
jodicohen@jfedlcc.org

“D’ma’alin b’kodesh v’ein 
moridin — in matters 
of holiness we do not 

decrease, only increase.” 
~ Hillel

…the battle  
for the “hearts 

and minds”  
of people 

of good will 
depends on  

all of us!

 Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond
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Imagine a maintenance-free lifestyle in a home-like 
setting. Grabbing a breakfast to-go on the way to 
a day packed with meaningful adventures meant to 
stimulate your mind, body and soul. Taking a quiet 
walk along manicured paths to get a breath of fresh 
air, before dining with friends, enjoying a good book, 
or stopping by the salon for a fresh new ‘do. 

Now, imagine having access to just the amount of 
support you need to make sure you enjoy each day 
to the fullest. At Barrington Terrace of Fort Myers, 
you will have all this and more. 

Experience life at Barrington 
Terrace of Fort Myers.  

Call  239-360-4748 to schedule a 
private tour today!

NOW THIS 
IS LIVING!

239-360-4748 | BarringtonFortMyers.com | 9731 Commerce Center Court, Fort Myers,  FL 33908 | LIC #10100

Reach 2,300 local Jewish households through L’CHAYIM. For more information  
or to place an ad, contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5 or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

FROM THE BIMAH

Recognizing the other as a part of us
By Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer

C hanukah is the only 
holiday that spans 
two months of the 

Hebrew Calendar — Kislev  
and Tevet. The Festival of 
Lights occurs not only at 
the darkest time of the solar 
year, in close proximity to 
the winter solstice, it also 
incorporates within its eight 
days the darkest moment of 
the monthly lunar cycle. As 
one of my teachers used to 
say, “we are in the darkest dark.”

This applies to us individually in these 
waning days of 2023, as a nation, and  
the world as well. We are in darkness.

We are in the midst of a war that 
obscures what we thought we knew. 
The Jewish people are under attack, 
in Israel, here in the United States and 
in countries around the globe. Former 
allies now reject us or are silent in the 
face of unrelenting antisemitism. 

It seems that we no longer know 
each other or can even tolerate each 
other. Red vs. blue, left vs. right, nation 
vs. nation. We have lost the ability to 
recognize the other as a part of us.

When a brother does not 
recognize a brother, a sister no 
longer sees her sister, this is the 
definition of spiritual darkness; 
this is the meaning of exile.

This month, we begin the 
saga of Yosef, the descent into 
the darkness of Egypt. A dark-
ness so thick that his own broth-
ers could not recognize Yosef. 

Rabbi Chayim Richman 
teaches that what makes this 
moment even darker than 

a moonless night in the depths of 
December is the simple fact that until 
they could recognize one another, until 
they could resolve their differences, 
until they could come clean with them-
selves, look directly into the eyes of 
their brother, admit their wrongdoing 
and register the bright glimmer of pure 
holy light looking back at them, they 
couldn’t even tell that they were in 
such darkness. They were not yet cog-
nizant of the fact that they were already 
in exile. The long night had begun, and 
they were unaware.

We cannot possibly reconcile with 
the Divine Unity, the Divine Light, 

until we reconcile with one another. 
This is true within our families, our 
people, our nation and all humanity. 
Can a father truly be pleased with any 
of his children if they, themselves, are 
estranged from one another?

We cannot bring the violence and 
hatred here and in Israel to an end 
until we allow anger and rage to pass 
and begin the harder work of creating 
what comes after the fight. How do we 
reclaim our light?

Only recognition of the “other” will 
enable us to resist and eventually over-
come this darkness.

Unity among Klal Yisrael with all 
of humanity can lead us to victory  
and redemption. 

I have never been into eschatologi-
cal “end-of-days” theology, but living 
through these moments can certainly 
feel to us like the prophesied histori-
cal period known to our sages as “the 
heels of the messiah” — a period 
marked both by the growing light of 
redemption and the final efforts by the 
forces of darkness to return Israel to 
exile. And there are still among Israel, 
those who are finding it difficult to rec-
ognize their own sisters and brothers, 
deepening our divisions and robbing us  
of our power.

We need to reach out to those who 
cannot see the light, even as we con-
tinue unabated in our efforts to work 
toward real peace and the security 
of all people. Only in unity can we 
purify and rekindle our Chanukiah and 
return Divine service to the embrace of  
all humankind.

Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer serves Bat 
Yam Temple of the Islands 

 Rabbi Sunny 
    Schnitzer

We cannot  
possibly reconcile  

with the Divine Unity,  
the Divine Light,  

until we reconcile  
with one another.
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Great food is our tradition.
Dine-In, To-Go, Curbside Pickup & Delivery
Fort Myers - Reflections Pkwy. @ Cypress Lake
Gulf Coast Landings - Alico Road and Ben Hill Griffin
Cape Coral - Santa Barbara near Veterans
Naples - Immokalee near Airport Pulling

bob@gosouthnow.com

BOB 
VINIKOOR

Fort Myers REALTOR

239-258-1102

LET  ME  HELP  YOU
BUY  OR  SELL
YOUR  HOME!

FROM THE BIMAH

Chanukah
By Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz

A century ago, there were no elec-
tric streetlamps. How would  
people make their way through 

the public domain at night? There 
were kerosene lanterns on every cor-
ner whose light shined forth and made 
going through the streets less threat-
ening. There were lamplighters who 
would trudge through the night and go 
from lamp to lamp with a torch, kin-
dling its flame.

Even in the cold and the dark, these 
lone figures would make their way 
through the night, leaving a path of 
light behind them.

We are all lamplighters, charged 
with the mission of illuminating the 
world with the light of the Torah and 
its mitzvos. While this theme is always 
relevant, at certain times its importance 
resonates more forcefully than others.

Chanukah is one of those times. As 
we put our menorahs near the doors or 
windows of our homes with the intent 
that they shine light into the darkness, 

we convey a message to the 
world: “Darkness is tempo-
rary. With a little bit of light, 
it can be banished.”

The Previous rebbe would 
tell his chassidim, “We must 
listen carefully to what the 
Chanukah candles are say-
ing.” For the light of the 
Chanukah candles points us 
toward many important goals 
for our lives.

Firstly, the Chanukah 
lights should be kindled after 
sunset and must burn into the night. 
Each person has his or her own defini-
tion of the metaphor of darkness.

The Chanukah candles teach us 
not to accept darkness as reality but 
instead to kindle light. Moreover, we 
place the candles at our doorways or  
in our windows, indicating that we 
should not remain content with lighting 
up our own homes. Instead, we must 
reach out and spread light as far as we  

possibly can, lighting up the 
public domain.

Going further: On each 
night of Chanukah, we add to 
the number of candles lit on 
the previous night. Implied is 
that we can’t sit still and rest 
on our laurels. Instead, we 
must increase our endeavors  
every day to spread light 
throughout the world. Though  
we illuminated our environ-
ment on the previous night, 
we cannot remain content but 

instead must strive to make a further 
and greater contribution.

Chanukah is celebrated for eight 
days, a number that our sages associate 
with the era of the redemption. What 
is unique about eight? The natural  
order is structured in sets of seven: 
there are seven days in a week; seven 
years in the agricultural cycle observed 
in Eretz Yisrael. Eight represents a 
step above that cycle. In the motif of 

“eight,” the transcendent oneness of  
G d that surpasses nature’s set of seven 
becomes revealed.

Though connected with oneness, 
eight is not one. The idea is not that 
infinity will be revealed in a manner 
that obscures entirely the material 
framework in which we presently live. 
Instead, 8 is 7+1, i.e., His oneness will 
permeate seven, the set of nature. We 
will appreciate how the truth of our 
own existence is G dliness. The tran-
scendent will be enclothed within the 
framework of our worldly sphere.

This message is illustrated and illu-
minated by the light of the Chanukah 
candles. They recall the miraculous 
burning of the menorah in the tem-
ple and imbue us with the awareness 
that the menorah will soon be kindled 
again, spreading G dly light openly 
throughout the world.

Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves  
at Chabd Lubavitch of Southwest  
Florida. 

 Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

Lunch Bunch
Friendly  Vis i tor

Food  Pantry
Shar ing  Shabbat

Thank You
JFS volunteers

Lunch Bunch
Friendly  Vis i tor

Food  Pantry
Shar ing  Shabbat

For  a l l  you  do  and  the  sp ir i t  in
which  you  do  i t .

For  a l l  you  do  and  the  sp ir i t  in
which  you  do  i t .
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Friday, December 1, 2023
3:00 PM

the preserve in fort myers

     Sharing Shabbat is a chance to gather together for a 
half hour to sing Shabbat songs and say the prayers over 
the candles, challah and wine. 
     We’ll talk about upcoming holidays, the weekly Torah
portion or special memories connected to the time of year. 
  

JewishFederationLCC.org

NancyKlein@jfedlcc.org
239-481-4449 ext. 2

Bonita Springs
Cape Coral
Captiva / Sanibel
Estero
Fort Myers / Fort Myers Beach
Leigh Acres
North Fort Myers

WHERE YOU ARE NEEDED:

THE FRIENDLY VISITOR PROGRAM
ENRICHING LIVES - ONE SENIOR AT A TIME

Share a meal
Go for a walk
Pet Therapy
Playing a game
Phone Call Visits
Assisting with light chores
Arts & Crafts

WHAT YOU WILL BE DOING:

DO YOU HAVE AN HOUR A WEEK TO VOLUNTEER?

FROM THE BIMAH

T he words of the prayer 
the V’ahavta tell us 
to keep God’s Torah 

and God’s commandments in 
mind at all times: “Speak of 
them when you are at home 
and when you are out, when 
you lie down and you rise up.” 

These days, it is Israel that 
is in my mind at all times. It 
is Israel that dominates din-
nertime conversation when 
we are home, it is Israel that 
I take with me when I go out 
— when I wear my Jewish star in the 
grocery store, when a friend asks me 
how I’m doing. When I lie down at 
night and first thing, when I rise up, I 
check the news. Israel is on my heart, 
soul and mind at all times. It is the lens 
through which I think about the world 
right now. And there’s one story in the 
Torah I keep thinking about — the 
story of the first Jew taken captive by 
enemies and his rescue.

The story begins with Abraham and 
his nephew, Lot, finding themselves in 
the midst of war.  Four kings wage war 
against the kings of five city-states, 
among them Sodom and Gomorrah. 
The Genesis text reads “The invaders 
seized all the wealth of Sodom and 
Gomorrah and all their provisions and 
went their way. They also took Lot, the 
son of Abram’s brother, and his posses-
sions and departed; for he had settled 
in Sodom.” (Genesis 14:11-12). 

A fugitive comes and alerts Abraham 
that in the midst of war, his nephew, 
Lot, has been taken captive. Then, as 
Rabbi Ismar Schoresh explains, Abra-
ham responds to the news of his neph-
ew’s abduction with a swift display of 
military might. He is unintimidated 
by the prospect of taking on the com-
bined armies of four foreign kings ... 
He instantly and self-confidently mus-
ters a retinue of 318 soldiers already in 
his command and sets off in hot pur-
suit of victorious invaders. He over-
takes them, inflicts a decisive defeat by 
means of a bold night attack and then 
pursues the survivors all the way north, 
beyond Damascus. And then Genesis 

14: 16 reads, “…He brought 
back his kinsman Lot and his 
possessions, and the women 
and the rest of the people.”

Abraham rescued Lot 
from captivity quickly and 
without harm to Abraham or 
Lot. How we yearn and pray 
for such an outcome for those 
taken hostage on Oct. 7. This 
is the origin of the Jewish 
notion of Pidyon Shvu’im 
— ‘Redeeming the captives.’ 
Maimonides states clearly: 

“Redeeming captives is more import-
ant than providing for the poor and 
clothing them, and there is no greater 
mitzvah than redeeming captives, since 
the captive is, in general, the hungry, 
the thirsty, and the naked, and is in dan-
ger of their lives.” (Laws of Gifts to the 
Poor Ch. 8, Halakha 10). 

We know we need our modern Abra-
hams to act with courage and might 
to bring the captives home. We pray 
for decisive military action that will 
accomplish this. We rely on soldiers, 

generals and troops and we look to our 
patriarch, Abraham, as our example — 
a warrior who skillfully fights to res-
cue captured kin. We are part of people  
who have known adversity and over-
come it, who have rescued hostages, 
who have defeated enemies, who have 
looked at the stars and had faith of 
future generations to come. 

May we have the strength and the 
faith to see such victory again, speed-
ily, in our day. 

Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers. 

 Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

Israel is on our hearts
By Rabbi Nicole Luna

We know we need  
our modern Abrahams  

to act with courage  
and might to bring  
the captives home.

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:

December 1: 5:16 p.m.

December 8: 5:17 p.m.

December 15: 5:19 p.m.

December 22: 5:22 p.m.

December 29: 5:26 p.m.
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MARKETPLACE

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION  

AND HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE

For more information, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  
or send an email to LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

RICK SNYDERMAN
Licensed Pedorthist

1900 Trailwinds Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Ph: (239) 939-2239
Fax: (239) 939-7792

We Specialize In All Widths
We Will Ship Anywhere

FIT • SERVICE • QUALITY

FORT MYERSwww.gskattorneys.com

1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919

239-936-7200
lowellschoenfeld@gskattorneys.com

Lowell S. Schoenfeld
Florida Board Certified Wills, 

Trusts & Estates Attorney 

 

3571 Del Prado Blvd North • North Cape Coral 543-2075 
8841 College Parkway • Ft. Myers 433-2245 est.1995 











Higginson Tax & Accounting, LLC
Certified Public Accountants  

Eric Higginson, CPA 
239.900.9743 

www.higginsontax.com 

The Jewish Federation thanks all our 
advertisers for their continued support! 

Without them we would be unable  
to provide our readers with L’CHAYIM.  

We invite other businesses in our 
community to explore this valuable 

advertising opportunity.

The exclusive way to reach the Jewish Community  
in Lee and Charlotte counties.

henlaw.com • 239.344.1100

Business & 
Tax Planning

Guy E. 
Whitesman

Florida BarFlorida Bar
Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Tax AttorneyTax Attorney

Wills, Trusts &
Estate Planning

Eric 
Gurgold
Florida BarFlorida Bar

Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Wills, Trust & Wills, Trust & 

Estate AttorneyEstate Attorney

Amanda 
Dorio

Wills, Trust & Wills, Trust & 
Estate AttorneyEstate Attorney

2717 SANTA BARBARA BLVD
CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA  33914

239.242.1161

APPOINTMENTS SUGGESTED
WALK INS WELCOME

MONDAY-SATURDAY- 9-6

CASUAL CUT HAIR
DESIGN STYLISTS &

NAIL  TECHS
 

NEEDED
 

CALL JIM
239.728.7906

Art of Fashion
 and Moore   Syli

sh  
Com

fortable
  Different

The Art of Fashion and Moore
(in the Arcade in historic

downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner (239) 204-9759
2267 1st. St., Suite 12 info@artoffashionandmoore.com
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 www.artoffashionandmoore.com
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FOCUS ON YOUTH

PJ LIBRARY
HANUKKAH PARTY

S U N D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  3 R D  |  2 - 4 P M

T E M P L E  B E T H  S H A L O M

7 0 2  S E  2 4 T H  A V E ,  

C A P E  C O R A L

 B U I L D  Y O U R  O W N  L E G O  D R E I D E L S ,

D E C O R A T E  D O N U T S ,  R E A D  S T O R I E S ,

L I S T E N  T O  F E S T I V E  M U S I C ,  A N D  B O U N C E

Y O U R  H E A R T S  O U T  I N  T H E  M O O N B O U N C E !
 

T O  R E G I S T E R :

J E W I S H F E D E R A T I O N L C C . O R G / C A L E N D A R

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

C O N T A C T  D A N I E L L E B @ J F E D L C C . O R G  

O R  2 3 9 - 4 8 1 - 4 4 4 9  E X T .  4

$5 per family 

Things at our religious school 
have been busy. As we continue 
to keep growing in size, all the 

students keep learning so much. In our 
Pre-K and Kindergarten class, Morah 
Brianna has been super busy with 
teaching our little ones all about the 
Alef-Bet. They have already learned 
the first 10 letters of the alphabet by 
making a book with pictures that cor-
respond to the Hebrew letters. They 
made their own arks for when they 
learned about Noah’s Ark, made a 
Shabbat kit which had kiddush cups, 
challah covers and everything else that 
goes along with being able to celebrate 
Shabbat at home. 

In Morah Lindsay’s class, our stu-
dents also made their own interpre-
tation of Noah’s Ark by using paper 
plates and adding pictures of ani-
mals into it. Our Morah has also been 
teaching the Hebrew letters by having 
them do worksheets that show how to 
write them, words in Hebrew that start 
with that letter and having them make 
the letter with Legos. The kids really 
enjoy building with the Legos to make 
Hebrew words. 

Early in the month, all our students 
painted a beautiful picture that spelled 
the word Todah which means “thank 
you.” The students learned about the 
artist Jordana Klein from Jerusalem, 
who helped inspire that art paintings 
they made. The 1st- and 2nd-graders 

are also practicing the Mah Tovu prayer 
and Mi Sheberach song. And our chil-
dren made beautifully decorated cards 
that were sent to the Lone Soldiers  
in Israel.

Our 3rd- through 5th-graders have 
been busy with so much learning and 
practicing their Hebrew with Rabbi 
Luna. Since our older students are 
privier to what is happening in Israel, 
they did a wonderful job on writing let-
ters to our IDF soldiers that are being 
sent to them. They thanked them for all 
the protection that they are doing for 
Israel and to be safe. The notes were 
so heartfelt that our students wrote 
to them. Moreh Sam has been work-
ing with teaching about the history of 
Israel, resilience, strength and confi-
dence with being Jewish. It is interest-
ing to hear the kids’ interpretations of 
how they understand what is happen-
ing in Israel.

The Confirmation Class and Rabbi 
Luna have really been leaning into 
what happened in Israel back at the 
beginning of October. They talked 
about basic Israeli history, what exactly 
happened on Oct. 7 in Israel, how it is 
or isn’t being addressed in school and 
how to properly engage with social 
media. Rabbi Luna was able to have 
the students Zoom with her cousin 
from Kibbutz Magen on the Gaza  
border about life on the kibbutz and 
living so close to Gaza. I think the kids 

were truly enlightened and were able 
to have a better understanding after  
those conversations.

Before our school went on Thanks-
giving break, students got the chance to 
bake challahs to take home. Thanks to 
some of our amazing parents that pre-
made our challah doughs ahead of time, 
the students each got to learn how to 
braid the challahs, then egg wash them 
and take them home to eat. It is truly 
amazing to see their faces when they 
get to be hands-on in the kitchen and 
making food. The Challahs all turned 
out amazing and tasted delicious. 

Our tot shabbat and religious school 
got together in the beginning of the 
month for services and dinner and, 
wow, what a turnout we had. Fami-
lies got together with their kids, sang 
songs, played instruments and ate deli-
cious food.

We have so much to look forward 
to as we finish out 2023. December is 
exciting as we prepare for Hanukkah 
with our Religious School and Com-
munity Menorah Lighting and then our 
Hanukkah BBQ. The kids always look 
forward to our Chanukiah contest that 
we do at the BBQ. 

A big Mazel tov to Ethan Boxer on 
becoming a Bar Mitzvah. He made all 
is family and Temple Beth El family 
proud as he led the service and read 
from the Torah. We are all very proud 
of him.

If you are interested in our upcoming 
events or in joining our religious school, 
please feel free to contact Allison Fego 
at religiousschool@templebethel.com  
or call the office. Our school is grow-
ing and if you or someone you know 
would be interested in joining as an 
educator, please let us know. 

TEMPLE BETH EL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Fort Myers

Allison Fego, Religious School Coordinator

Ethan Boxer and his family on his Bar Mitzvah

Jewish Nurse
Advocacy Program

Health Counselors 
Educators 
Advocates 
Liaisons
Trainers
Healers

Faith Community Nursing 
Offers:

Are you a nurse? Are you interested in
volunteering? Help us serve the Jewish 
community by discussing health needs, 

medications, disease prevention & wellness.

As part of the Lee Health Faith Community Nurse
Program, our nurses focus on promoting holistic health & 
preventing or mimimizing illness. For information on what

services we offer, at no cost, contact the 
Friendly Visitor Program.  

239.481.4449 x2 or Nancyklein@jfedlcc.org
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Educators 
Advocates 
Liaisons
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Healers

Faith Community Nursing 
Offers:

Are you a nurse? Are you interested in
volunteering? Help us serve the Jewish 
community by discussing health needs, 

medications, disease prevention & wellness.

As part of the Lee Health Faith Community Nurse
Program, our nurses focus on promoting holistic health & 
preventing or mimimizing illness. For information on what

services we offer, at no cost, contact the 
Friendly Visitor Program.  

239.481.4449 x2 or Nancyklein@jfedlcc.org
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FOCUS ON YOUTH

J O S E P H  H O R O W I T Z
I S R A E L  T R A V E L  G R A N T

is that these programs will enhance
Jewish knowledge and identity in
preparation for participation in
American Jewish life.1

3

2

is proud to offer the Stevan &
Marilyn Simon Family Scholarship. 
This scholarship is open to those at
least high school age who
demonstrate leadership qualities
and will be participating in a 2-
week or longer program in Israel. 
A short essay is required. 

OUR HOPE

TOP JEWISH FOUNDATION

THIS GRANT

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  VISIT  
JEWISHFEDERATIONLCC.ORG/SCHOLARSHIPS

is available through 
TOP Jewish Foundation of 
Lee & Charlotte Counties
and may be used for travel 
to Israel to participate in 
programs that are volunteer 
or educational in nature.

is for Jewish residents of either
county who are 25 years old or
younger and can demonstrate a
financial need. Academic standing
and community involvement may
also be considered. 

N ovember was a fun-filled month 
for our friends at Temple Judea 
Preschool. Our Pre-K class 

performed their Thanksgiving play of 
Wa, Wa Wa, and Wa Wa Wa, which is 
a TJP tradition we’ve carried on for 
the last 30 years! It is always a fam-
ily favorite and many of our upcoming 
classes look forward to the play as they 
grow within our school. After the play, 

the whole school came together in the 
social hall to share pizza for an early 
Thanksgiving meal. We sang Thanks-
giving songs and shared what we are 
all thankful for this year. 

I am especially thankful this year 
for the families who have supported 
us through the toughest of times and 
continue to support us through the 
good times, and our wonderful staff 

members who make it possible to pro-
vide such wonderful care for our stu-
dents. I would also like to take this time 
to thank the Florida Highway Patrol for 
their help in providing security for the 
preschool. We are so grateful to have 
them on our property, day in and day 
out during our preschool hours. 

In December, the children will pre-
pare holiday gifts for parents and par-
ticipate in our tradition of a holiday 
book exchange during our holiday 
party. It is a wonderful way we promote 
early literacy by sending every child 
home with a different book gifted from 
a peer. We are also excited to share  

two weeks of multicultural week with 
our families. Families will come in to 
talk to their children’s class about their 
culture through music, dancing, arts 
and craft, and through food. It is always 
our favorite time of the year. We love 
that it brings everyone together during 
the holidays. 

TJP has limited space available in 
the Tiny Toddler and Pre-K class. If you 
are interested in joining our preschool 
family, please feel free to contact 
Suki Kelly at 239-482-1121 or email  
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com. 

We hope you have a wonderful holiday  
season and a peaceful Hanukkah!  

TEMPLE JUDEA PRESCHOOL
Fort Myers

Suki Kelly, Preschool Director

BBYO
Naples/Fort Myers

Cayla Schreier, BBYO Southwest Coordinator

October was a fun-filled month, 
but we have more exciting 
events coming your way. We 

held our ‘Wow’ Event: Naples BBYO 
Mockmitzvah on Sunday, Oct. 15 at 
the Nina Iser Jewish Cultural Center. 
The 26 teens had a fun time listening 
to the DJ play their favorite songs, tak-
ing great pictures at the photobooth 
and playing foosball, spike ball and 
cornhole on the back lawn. Thank you 
to Jeffrey Feld, Phil Zoltek, Larry and 
Jenie Sandler, and Ben Yaffe for con-
tributing your time and helping the 
teens create fond memories.

Our teens have planned a meaning-
ful Israel Havdalah ceremony that will 
take place on Saturday, Nov. 18. The 
teens will hold an insightful Havdalah 
and share their thoughts on the current 
conflict in Israel with the support of 
their friends. We are excited to attend 
the All-Florida Fall Convention, which 
will take place Nov. 17-19 in Fort Lau-
derdale. This weekend-long Shabba-
ton will encompass members from the 
North Florida Region, Florida’s Gold 
Coast Region and the Miami-Dade 
Region. They are excited to reunite 
with their NFR friends and meet new 
BBYO friends located in the Gold 
Coast and Miami-Dade regions.

We are planning our first Naples 
BBYO fundraiser. This fundraiser 
will take place on Tuesday, Nov. 28 at 
California Pizza Kitchen at Waterside 
Shops in Naples. We are also excited 
to celebrate BBYO’s Global Shabbat, 
which will be on Friday, Dec. 8. Please 
keep an eye out for more details.

 
What is BBYO? 
BBYO is a diverse and inclusive Jewish  
youth group to encourage Jewish teens 
to become more immersed and inter-
ested in meaningful Jewish activities 
and programs. This organization accepts 
Jewish teens attending 8th through 12th 

grades of all backgrounds, sexual ori-
entations, gender, race, denominational 
affiliation and socioeconomic status. 
BBYO currently reaches over 70,000 
teens worldwide, with participants in 
over 60 countries and hundreds of chap-
ters across the United States. 

Supporting our teenage 
Jewish community 
It is crucial to engage teens post-B’nai 
Mitzvah age in Jewish activities. Hav-
ing teens get involved in BBYO and 
be eager to create and confidently 
continue their own Jewish community 
within their greater Jewish communi-
ties is critical to our future. 

The BBYO chapter of Naples has 
entered its 11th year of partnership 
with Jewish Federation of Greater 
Naples, Temple Shalom, Chabad of 
Naples and Beth Tikvah. Each organi-
zation provides financial support, vol-
unteers and community involvement 
opportunities for the BBYO teens. We 
thank each and every one of our BBYO 
alum, friends and other supporters for 
making this a safe and positive envi-
ronment for the teens of BBYO Naples 
and Fort Myers. 

If you know of someone who has 
a teen who might like to join BBYO 
Naples or Fort Myers or know of some-
one who may want to be an advisor to our 
chapters, please email me at cschreier@ 
bbyo.org. You can also follow us on Insta- 
gram at Mishpacha_BBG and Negevaza.

Scholarships to attend BBYO con-
ventions and summer programs are 
available through both Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Naples and the Temple 
Shalom Men’s Club. Please contact me 
for more information on scholarships. 
If you are a BBYO alum and would 
like to be included in our Friends and 
Alumni of BBYO mailing list, please 
email us at mjs0821@aol.com. 

Updates with BBYO 
Naples and Fort Myers
From Cayla Schreier, BBYO Southwest Coordinator
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What is TOP?

Join us for a Lunch and Learn with
TOPJewish Foundation, 

our Foundation Department

Learn about the options and advantages that TOP
offers for individual donors: donor-advised funds,

endowments/legacy funds, as well as charitable gift
annuities and charitable trusts. 

Learn about the benefits that TOP offers for
organizational partners such as endowments/legacy

funds and managed funds.

Tuesday, January 9th, 12 pm- 1pm 
Lunch will be served.

The Community
Foundation of  the Jewish

Federation of Lee &
Charlotte Counties

Ellen Weiss
Executive Director

813.769.4785
ellen@topjewishfoundation.org

Together, we are ensuring a Jewish future.

Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 
9701 Commerce Center Court

Fort Myers, FL 33908

Elyse Hyman
Director of Philanthropy

813.769.4769
elyse@topjewishfoundation.org

Marcia Can Help
a fund of the Jewish Federation and Jewish Family Services, provides for
emergency nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card distribution, and
crisis grants to prevent utility cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation and other
essential services without which none of us can live.                                        

Inspired by the recognition that these needs
   must be addressed in our community, and 

 as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, a 
long-time resident of Sanibel 

and social activist. Her 
husband Jack 

established the 
MARCIA CAN HELP 

fund In 2017.
 

Help us meet these pressing 
needs by contributing to the 

MARCIA CAN HELP fund.   

For further information please contact
Debbie Sanford at (239) 481-4449 ext. 6 or debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
Fort Myers

(239) 433-7708 • www.Chabadswf.org

C habad Rabbis Yitzchok and 
Meir Simcha Minkowicz com-
pleted a solidarity mission to 

Israel to support the families of the 
victims of terror.

For more information, please visit 
Chabadswf.org/Israelfund.

Prayer services
Friday night, 5:15 p.m.
Saturday morning, 10 a.m.
Saturday evening, 5:15 p.m.

Educational classes
Saturday morning Kabbalah class, 9 a.m.

Kiddush & Farbrengen
Saturday, 12:15 p.m.

Chanukah celebration
Join us for our annual Grand Chanukah 
Community Celebration Sunday, Dec. 
5 at 3 p.m. This free outdoor event 
featuring miniature golf, music, holi-
day refreshments and a giant menorah 
lighting will be held at Castle Golf in 
Fort Myers (7400 Gladiolus Drive). 
For more information, call 239-433-
7708 or go to www.chabadswf.org. 
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D ecember continues services, 
learning and celebrations at 
Temple Judea. 

Rabbi Marc Sack’s introduction to 
Judaism class continues. This class is 
a must for anyone interested in conver-
sion to Judaism but is open to all who 
have an interest in learning. Please call 
the office with questions. 

Adult education classes will continue 
on Monday evenings. Rebbe Nachaman’s  
Prescription: “Ten Psalms for What Ails 
You,” will be taught by Rabbi Michael 
Schorin from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. “Moral-
ity” by Rabbi Jonathon Sacks, “Con-
cerns for Modern Life” and his final 
book will be taught by Rabbi Marc Sack 
on Zoom at 7:30-8:30 p.m.  

Temple Judea Religious School 
continues Sundays 9:30 a.m.-noon and 

Tuesdays 4:30-6 p.m. Tot Shabbat will 
be Friday, Dec. 8 at 5 p.m., with music 
and Shabbat stories with Morah Abbie, 
including challah and juice. 

Contact the office at 239-433-0201 
for information on Hazak activities. 

Chaverot: Mark your calendar for 
Sunday, Dec. 3 at 12:30 p.m. for our 
Chanukah card-making event, led by 
Barbara Lewitt in the social hall! We 
will each make three cards. It will be 
creative and fun, and all materials will 
be provided. The fee is $10. RSVP to 
Leni Sack at mssack@aol.com.

The next book club will meet on 
Wednesday, Dec. 13 at 6 p.m. in the 
social hall. Our book is “The Heaven 
and Earth Grocery Store” by James 
McBride, about a neighborhood shared 
by African Americans and Jews, their 

community bonds and a long-lost mys-
tery. Please bring a dairy or pareve din-
ner for yourself. Chaverot will provide 
drinks and dessert. RSVP to Leni Sack 
at mssack@aol.com.

Chaverot continues to look for ideas 
for events of all kinds. Please email 
Rivkah Katz at rsk5041@comcast.net 
with suggestions.

Temple Judea continues to accept 
food donations to the Cadkin Founda-
tion Food Pantry at Jewish Federation. 
There are collection envelopes near the 
front door for contactless monetary and 
gift contributions. Contributions may be 
mailed. Please call the office to ensure 
your contribution has been received. 

Temple Judea is conducting in-person 
services with an online Zoom option. Syn-
agogue members can use the Zoom ID 
and password as published in our weekly 
megillah. Non-local residents may  
contact the synagogue for information.

Regularly scheduled events
Friday evening Shabbat services pre-
ceded by wine and cheese at 6:15 p.m., 
services at 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday morning Shabbat services 
at 9:30 a.m. Kiddush luncheons served 
every Shabbat. To sponsor, contact 
JoAnn Lewin. 

Morning minyan every Monday 
at 9 a.m. followed by breakfast and  
Jewish current events with Rabbi Sack 
will be held at First Watch in Fort 
Myers (13211 McGregor Blvd.) 

Every Monday, Jan Klein, our  
Temple President, will be at Temple 
Judea from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. to 
meet, listen and discuss ideas, sugges-
tions and concerns. 

We would love to see you in person 
or on Zoom. 

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201 • www.tjswfl.org

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555 • www.templebethshalomcc.org

O ctober and November were 
difficult months for the Jewish 
community. We are worried 

about our friends and relatives in Israel 
and we’re worried about our own secu-
rity in the United States. Antisemitism 
is on the rise and people are under-
standably nervous.

We at Temple Beth Shalom are 
very aware of the issues and we want 
everyone to know that we are taking 
every precaution to assure the safety 
and security of everyone attending any 
activity in our building… Our officers 
and members of the Security Commit-
tee have been in constant communica-
tion with the Sheriff’s Office as well 
as the Cape Coral Police. They have 
a schedule of all our events and prom-
ised to increase their patrols whenever 
we have any activity in our building. 
They also have cars in our parking lot 
during the day. Their officers do their 
paperwork and, at the same time, keep 
an eye on our building.

We employ an armed security guard 
at all services and events. We have 
cameras both inside and out to moni-
tor any activity around the building. 
We have met with ADT to make sure 
our alarm system is up to date and all 
points of entry have functioning motion 
detectors. We have installed floodlights 
around the building, and more.

The Lee County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment provided us with active shooter 

training and helped us identify any 
flaws in our escape plans and emer-
gency exits, which we have been very 
busy fixing… Our Security Commit-
tee is made up of former policemen, 
ex-military and people with extensive 
knowledge of the building.

We are very grateful to the Lee 
County Sheriff’s officers and Cape 
Coral Police officers who have been 
so helpful. We are also very apprecia-
tive of community members who have 
shown their support in so many differ-
ent ways and to the assistant manager 
of Belk’s in Cape Coral, who gave a 
very generous donation for Israel.

Everyone at TBS is looking for-
ward to hosting PJ Library on Dec. 3, 
and our Chanukah Party on Dec. 10. 
Friday night Shabbat Services, Mah-
jong, Book Club, Photography Club, 
Wednesday night documentaries and 
Saturday night movies are all ongoing. 

For more information on these and 
all of our activities, please call the office 
at 239-772-4555 or visit our website at 
www.templebethshalomcc.org.

Guests are always welcome, and we 
always have a good time. We intend to 
keep up our schedule of rich and mean-
ingful activities and to do everything 
in our power to ensure the safety of 
everyone who comes.

We wish everyone a happy and 
healthy 2024. 

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

   

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS 
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent  

Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us. 

Karin Fine 
Sherri & Ira Zucker 
The Cadkin Foundation 
Shalom Dancers 
Taryn Sasser 

Anonymous 
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help 
Naomi Bloom  
Barbara & Earl Magdovitz 
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein 

    INDIGENT FUND / MARCIA CAN HELP 
 Marty Freling 

Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Temple Judea 
Temple Beth El Food Drive 
Temple Bat Yam 
Diane & John Ivey 
Roger Harris & Jean  
Campaiola 
Jay & Carolyn Mirowitz 
Lawrence & Leslie  
Schoenfeld 
Ron & Myrna Wohl 
Bob & Dotti Ruberto 
 

Shalom Dancers 
Edward & Beverly Drucker 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Shalom Life Center 
Stanley & Rebecca Freeman 
Jeff & Judy Bayer 
Melissa Kramer 
Larry & Tobi Morgan 
Rosalyn Shraiar 
Mark & Lisa Stein 
Sandi Sauls 
Ellen Epstein 
 

    FOOD PANTRY 

Temple Judea 
Temple Beth El Food Drive 
Temple Bat Yam 
Temple Beth Shalom 

Shalom Life Center 
Shalom Dancers 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Victor Gold 

    LINDA F. IDELSON CULINARY DESIGN FUND 
 

Charles Idelson 
Carolyn Gora 
Anita Freedman 
Claire Goldhagen 
Rabbi Yossi & Rivky Labkowski 

Anne Schwartz 
Andy & Debbie Shuping 
Hy Tuchman 
James & Betty Rubenstein 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 

TOGETHER  
We can make a 
Difference  
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TUESDAYS    12 ~ 3 P.M.
 

Jewish Federation Community Room
9701 Commerce Center Court * Fort Myers

 

 

MAHJ   NG

Demonstration & lessons for beginners can
be available upon interest.

For more information, 
contact Mindi Weinstein at
mindiweinstein@yahoo.com

NEW & experienced 
players welcome!

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018 • www.templebethel.com

D uring Shabbat services on 
Dec.1, we will celebrate the 
conversion of Elaine Cornwall  

into the Jewish people. Then, with 
Hanukah around the corner and the first 
candle to be lit Dec. 7, take advantage 
of the Sisterhood Gift Shop Hanuk-
kah Bazaar and Bake Sale on Sunday, 
Dec. 3 from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Our 
gift shop has a large collection of Juda-
ica. We will also have delicious baked 
goods for sale. Arrive early for the 
greatest selection! 

Friday, Dec. 8, Shabbat services 
begin at 7:30 p.m. Bring your own 
menorah to light as a community. Please 
join us. Our Community Hanukkah 
BBQ is Sunday, Dec.10 at 12:30 p.m. 
The buns will be warm and soft, and the 
hamburgers and hotdogs will sizzle. 

Our last Ladies who Lunch event 
for 2023 will be Dec. 11, 12:30 p.m. at 
the Sunflower Café (11410 Summerlin 
Square Drive). Sisterhood does not dis-
appoint. Join in the fun, food and fel-
lowship. Major thanks to Bo Lieberman 
for bringing this activity to life this year. 
Neither Sisterhood nor Temple mem-
bership is required. However, a reserva-
tion is needed.

Members in good standing are 
invited to our Congregational Annual 
Meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 20, live 
in the Sanctuary at 7 p.m. This will not 
be a Zoom event. Members, please be 

sure renewals are in good order before 
entering the meeting. We will vote on 
our 2024 slate of Officers and members 
of our Board of Trustees. 

To help us celebrate all that was 
accomplished in 2023, save the date and 
register for our Chinese Dinner event on 
Sunday, Dec. 24. Our Men’s Club will 
be orchestrating this gala. Please check 
your emails or call the office at 239-
433-0018 for additional details, and any 
other events mentioned.

Have a nice voice? Love to sing? 
Our choir practices Thursday evenings. 
Please email your interest and contact 
information to info@templebethel.com.  

January 2024 dates to save!  
Jan. 5 – TBE Board Installation 

Shabbat
Jan. 6 – Sasha Hirshberg Bat Mitzvah
Jan. 16 – Long-awaited Sisterhood 

Mahjong Tournament!
Jan. 18 – Sisterhood Ladies who 

Lunch
Jan. 18 – King David Society dinner 

– members only, please
Jan. 21 – 2nd Music Appreciation – 

Music and the Holocaust
Please don’t forget our recurring 

Temple Beth El programs:
• Drop off nonperishable food items 

in the lobby shopping cart during tem-
ple hours.

• All are welcome Saturday mornings 

at 9 a.m. for Torah study with Rabbi 
Luna on Zoom.

• Our Israel Committee meets on 
Zoom the first Wednesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. Visit our calendar to see 
the broad purpose of this earnest group. 
Temple membership is not required, just 
a love and interest in all things Israel.

• Book club: Dec. 6 at 2:45 p.m. via 
Zoom. “The Book of Lost Names” by 
Kristen Harmel. Jan. 3, 2024: “Mother 
India” by Tova Reich.

• Tot Shabbat, a kid-friendly service, 
is Dec. 1 and Jan. 5 at 6 p.m. Come for 
the fellowship, the fun and the pizza. 
RSVP to be sure we have enough food.

• History & Heritage of Our Peo-
ple is the third Tuesday of the month at  
7 p.m. via Zoom.

• Shabbat services: Fridays at 7:30 
p.m. live in the sanctuary, on Zoom and 
on Facebook.  

• 12-Step Recovery Group: Every 
Saturday at 11 a.m. on Zoom. Experi-
ence the Twelve Steps from a Jewish 

perspective, seeking a path to recov-
ery through Judaic spiritual principles. 
We are a fellowship of people who are 
recovering from alcohol, drugs and 
other addictions, such as food, gam-
bling, sex, shopping, etc. The book we 
use is “Twelve Jewish Steps to Recov-
ery” by Rabbi Kerry Olitzky and Stuart 
Copans, M.D., second edition.

There’s always something happening 
here, and our members make it happen: 
Current Events, Coffee & Chat, Theology 
& Life, Francophone & Hispanophone 
Groups, Environmental Group, Solo 
Travelers, Caring and Visitations... Fol-
low us on Facebook @TempleBethElof 
FortMyers, and on Instagram @temple 
bethelfortmyers. You can always contact 
the office at 239-433-0018. Wishing you  
a safe secular new year as we hope for 
more peace in the world in 2024.  

Temple Beth El … where everyone 
matters. 

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433 • www.shalomlifecenter.org

Shalom Life Center is Southwest 
Florida’s premier warm and wel-
coming home for contemporary 

Jewish life with a passionate commit-
ment to community and spiritual growth 
where everyone is always welcome.

December is a very exciting month 
at SLC. We invite the entire community 
to join us on Friday, Dec. 15 at 7:30 p.m. 
when we will “Light Up the World” with 
our epic community Menorah lighting, 
musical Shabbat service and lots of deli-
cious gourmet latkes, jelly doughnuts 
and other Channukah treats. Everyone 
is welcome. Remember to bring your 
menorah so we can celebrate Channu-
kah and Light Up the World together!

Shabbat evening services are held 
every Friday at 7:30 p.m., both in per-
son and on livestream. SLC welcomes 
everyone to experience joyful, mean-
ingful and inspiring services, special 
events, activities and clubs, dinners, 
concerts, and more all year long. 

Every Saturday morning at 10 
a.m., SLC offers an interactive and 

participatory Torah study led by Rabbi 
Dermer with a focus on the relevance 
of our timeless traditions and bringing 
the ancient wisdom of Torah into our 
daily lives. 

SLC offers individualized Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah preparation, weekly Torah 
study, Café  Kabbalah, The Neshama 
Mamas Women’s Wisdom and Well-
ness Group, Book Club, The Shalom 
Shmoozers Social Club, special events, 
concerts, dinners, and so much more. If 
you’d like to learn more, please send us 
an email or give us a call.

SLC also offers many other oppor-
tunities to enhance your Jewish life 
and learning and further your involve-
ment in community service while  
making friends in a warm and welcom-
ing community. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where community is family and 
prayer is always inspirational, meaning-
ful and musical. For more information, 
visit www.shalomlifecenter.org. 

The Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlotte Counties is interested 
in hearing from teenagers in high 
school who might like to earn CAS 
credits though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age/Grade/School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

High School Students:  
Earn CAS Credits!
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A “Well done!” to the many 
C.F.S. volunteers organized by  
Melinda Diamond, who, on Nov.  

8, once again helped the Cape Coral 
Rotary distribute frozen turkeys and all  
the trimmings to several thousand in  
need of traditional Thanksgiving dinners!

Mazel Tov to Elli Wilson and Ryan 
Reilly who will be joined together in 
marriage by the rabbi on Friday after-
noon Dec. 1 in Fort Myers. The rabbi 
sat in a rocking chair in Health Park’s 
neonatal ICU taking turns holding Elli 
and her two triplet sisters with Dr. 
Ingeborg Mauksch, the esteemed lay 
leader of his congregation, soon after 
their birth.

This year’s First Night Hanukah 
celebration starts Thursday, Dec. 7, 

5:30 p.m. at the Southwest Florida 
Masonic Center (10868 Metro Park-
way). We will dedicate our new 10-foot 
tall “Metro Menorah” bearing the illu-
minated sign “Am Yisrael Hai – The 
People Israel Live!”

Those with reservations will 
adjourn to the dining room for a Hanu-
kah sing-along followed by a free 
Cohen & Cohen catered dairy Latke 
Dinner of latkes, gourmet quiches and 
tossed salad, with fresh fruit salad in 
crème fraiche and the rabbi’s home-
made dulce de leche and apricot-filled 
sufganiyot for dessert. Seating is now 
very limited, but you can email syn-
free@comcast.net or call 239-247-
4556 to be placed on the waiting list.

C.F.S. will not cancel its scheduled 
12-day Israel Pilgrimage in late April. 
Instead, it is being postponed to imme-
diately after Simhat Torah at the end of 
October 2024. Registration will reopen 
after Passover. We will do our part in 
revitalizing Israel’s tourism!

C.F.S. participants are support-
ing Israel’s Magen David Adom, its 
version of the Red Cross by sending 
donations to the Friends of the Magen 
David Adom through its website, 
afmda.org. M.G.A. maintains Israel’s 
blood bank and operates its public 
ambulance service. Those who want to 
send a little boost to Israelis in uniform 

can send them pizzas via the website,  
pizzaidf.org.

Sabbath eve meals begin every Fri-
day at 6:30 p.m. They are open to all 
and free. You are welcome to bring a 
non-dairy dish to share, dessert or a 
bottle of wine. Worship follows at 7:30 
p.m. followed by a social hour.

Sabbath morning Torah Study with 
the rabbi is from 9:30 to 11 a.m. each 

week on Zoom only. The C.F.S. Zoom 
room may be easily accessed through  
the synagogue’s website, www.formyers 
syagogue.com. 

The synagogue meets on the cam-
pus of Unity of Fort Myers (11120 
Ranchette Road) and is open to all. 
For more information, visit fortmyers 
synagogue.com or call 239-247-4556. 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 247-4556 • www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862 • www.batyam.org

O n Oct. 6, Bat Yam Temple of 
the Islands celebrated a joyous 
Simchat Torah, together with 

the clergy and congregations from 
Peace Lutheran Church, the Sanibel 
Congregational Church of Christ and 
St. Michael’s and All Angels Episcopal 
Church. The scroll was unrolled, the 
clergy led us through highlights of the 
text and we danced to a Klezmer band.

The next morning, that joy turned 
to horror when we woke to the news 
of the Hamas incursion into Israel and 
the shocking atrocities they commit-
ted. Since then, we have all thought of 
nothing else but how to bring back the 
hostages — women, children, grand-
parents — how this war has impacted 
our confidence in Israel’s security, 
how antisemitism has spiraled, how 
the truth is often not a consideration 
when news is reported and how the 
death toll mounts among civilians on  
both sides.  

Our President’s daughter, Francesca 
Block, is a writer for The Free Press. 
She attended a rally in Manhattan and 
exposed the pitiless reaction of many 
young pro-Palestinians, rejoicing and 
holding up placards that read, “It is right 
to rebel! Israel go to Hell!” And “By any 
means necessary!” Similar sentiments are 
coming from expected and unexpected 
quarters (such as elite universities). 

Now, nearly one month later, (as of 
this writing) opposing opinions continue 
to be expressed throughout the world. 
The controversy started in 1948 and, 
sadly, rather than having been resolved, 
continues to ratchet up — the violence 
and barbarism, seemingly accepted as a 
means to an end. We pray for healing, 
we gather in solidarity and we try to 
practice kindness towards everyone. 

One of our congregants is one such 
person who constantly practices kind-
ness. Melissa Congress will be recog-
nized as a 2023 Distinguished Volun-
teer of the Year by the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals Collier-Lee 
Chapter. She is a deserving local 
philanthropist and distinguished vol-
unteer. Melissa served as Vice Chair 
of Charitable Foundation of the Islands 
(CFI), inspiring philanthropy and lead-
ership on Sanibel Island where she and 
her husband, Scot, live and work, oper-
ating Congress Jewelers. Due to Hur-
ricane Ian, their business is now in the 
Bell Tower Shops. 

There is potential for goodness and 
kindness in the world and we pray 
that this heartbreaking moment in our 
history will be resolved and we can 
look forward to ordinary, wonderful, 
moments, like book festivals and movie 
festivals. That is both our privilege  
and obligation. 

Ryan Reilly and Elli Wilson

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com
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I accepted the position as president 
of Collier/Lee Hadassah in the 
summer of 2020 when COVID was 

first beginning, and no one had any 
idea what the next several years would 
bring. Yet, through the pandemic, our 
chapter stood strong.  

After I assumed the presidency in 
January 2021 on a Zoom installation, 
Collier/Lee Hadassah managed to sus-
tain and reach heights we never thought 
we would be able to achieve via Zoom 
and, more recently, in person. We’ve 
offered educational programs as well 
as entertaining programs. We also 
began our “Inspiring Women” pro-
gram. Now entering its third year, we 
honor women who are doing wonders 
in our community.

I began that January 2021 message 
showing my gratitude for so many Jew-
ish institutions that were endearing to 
me. Today, I am especially thankful to 
my Collier/Lee Hadassah board mem-
bers for the jobs they have undertaken 
these past three years! (Board positions 
last a year or two, yet they all agreed to 
stay on for that third year!)

Tragically, we are now faced with 
the unimaginable nightmare that began 

on Oct. 7 with the most gruesome 
invasion in Israel’s history. National 
Hadassah invites you to do a mitzvah 
and donate so that Hadassah hospi-
tals can purchase the resources they 
need. During the first week of this war, 
there was mention of a 30-day hospital 
supply being used in the field in just  
one day!

Do your share; consider making a 
gift. Together, we can help the victims 
of the war recover, rebuild their infra-
structure and provide hope as we look 
to the future. Please remember how 
each of us can make a difference!

In closing, I want to extend my grat-
itude to all of the members and sup-
porters who make Collier/Lee Hadas-
sah so successful. I am so thankful in 
this Thanksgiving/Hanukkah season 
for your continuous support.

Please join us as we welcome the 
new board that will be installed at 
the Nina Iser Jewish Cultural Center 
on Jan. 8. Sign up when you see the 
registration form in Hadassah Happen-
ings. The theme is “Brunch and Broad-
way” and the Naples Players Readers  
Theatre Road Show will perform. 

I hope to see you soon! 

Our Collier/Lee Hadassah  
has stood strong
By Joyce Taub, Collier/Lee Hadassah President

HADASSAH Collier/Lee Chapter
(732) 539-4011

The Jewish Federation Seeks 

Volunteers 
with Foreign Language Skills. 

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to  Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x-2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk  

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..  
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Send your response to Jodi Cohen at  
239.481.4449 x1 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org.  
She will contact you as needed. Thank you.

CHAVURAT SHALOM OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

C havurat Shalom members, 
shocked and horrified by the 
Hamas attack on Israel on Oct. 

7, send prayers for the well-being of 
all Israelis and others directly affected 
by the war and for everyone who has 
friends and relatives directly involved.

The Chavurat Shalom Tzedakah 
Committee immediately donated money 
to American Friends of Magen David 
Adom, American Friends of Soroka 
Medical Center and Friends of Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF). As additional 
funds are collected, the committee 
will direct them to organizations help-
ing Israel and Israelis in this crisis. We 
thank Tzedakah Committee Chair Ellen 
Feingold and her committee members: 
Evelyn Clark, Ying Przybyszewski, 
Sharon Berry, Shirley Frank, Cheryl 
Fulmer, Myra Klahr, Peggy Siegel and 
Becky Kon. 

If you wish to donate to the Tzeda-
kah Fund, send your check, made out 
to Chavurat Shalom with Tzedakah 
Fund in the memo line, to 20031 Sani-
bel View Circle, Unit 202, Fort Myers, 
FL 33908 (our temporary address due 
to Hurricane Ian). 

Dec. 7 brings the beginning of the 
Chanukkah festival, a celebration of 
the Maccabean victory in 165 B.C.E. 
While the story of the oil in the lamp in 
the restored Temple lasting eight days 
rather than just one is probably not 
true, it represents one of the real mean-
ings of Chanukkah — the triumph of 
light over darkness as symbolized by 
our lighting of candles on each of the 
eight nights on the special menorah. 

May the Chanukkah message of 
light and hope prevail over our cur-
rent dark and perilous times in Israel, 
Ukraine and throughout the world.

Our Friday night Shabbat Services 
continue every week throughout the  
year at 7:30 p.m. Chavurat Shalom  
members conduct the services with 
readings, singing and Torah reading and  
commentary by other volunteers. The  
weekly services are coordinated by 
Drs. Ellen Feingold and Kathy Zoss 

in Hebrew and in English and include 
many participants.

Our regular seasonal programming 
began in November. On the first Sat-
urday morning of every month at 10 
a.m., Dr. Ellen Feingold leads our 
Torah Talk discussion where we study 
the Parsha of the week together. The 
other Saturday mornings of the month 
are our Leonard Minsky Jewish Cur-
rent Events, also at 10 a.m., organized 
by Dr. Don Bachman with volunteers 
leading the interesting discussions.

November also brought the new sea-
son of our lecture and discussion series 
coordinated by Irene Skolnick, Barry 
Fulmer and Renee Minsky, and taking 
place every second and fourth Tues-
day evening at 7:30 p.m. The topics 
in November were George Saverese’s 
lecture on “Israel’s 9-11: The Short- 
and Long-Term Implications” and  
Barbara Kay’s discussion, “From Tik-
kun Olam to Ticking Bomb: The Effect 
on Jewish Students of the Universities’ 
War Against the Jewish State.”

On the first Tuesday evening of the 
month at 7:30 p.m., we enjoy our infor-
mal “Schmooze” session hosted by 
Marcia Rudin. The third Tuesday of the 
month is reserved for our 7:30 p.m. Cha-
vurat Shalom board meeting to which 
the general membership is invited.

All Chavurat Shalom activities will 
be held over Zoom until further notice 
(all EST). Everyone is welcome to 
attend. To join these events, send an 
email request to chavuratshalom@
gmail.com for the Zoom link. For more 
information, visit our website, www.
chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
or email chavuratshalom@gmail.com.

It is important to again acknowl-
edge the destruction caused on Sept. 
28, 2022 by Hurricane Ian. Many Cha-
vurat Shalom members still struggle 
with the reconstruction of their homes, 
whether as snowbirds or full-time resi-
dents. As a Zoom-based group, Chavu-
rat Shalom will continue to be a source 
of religious and social comfort and 
intellectual stimulation. 

Events update
By Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold and Marcia Rudin

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Sharon Hood, 
L’CHAYIM Editor, at sharon@marketcrank.com.

Letters Policy
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime 
phone. Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right 
to edit for length and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the 
viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or 
publish every letter received. 
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GGaayyllee  DDoorriioo EEllllaaiinnee  RRoosseenn
Educator Extraordinaire 

Community Leader

SSuunnnnyy  LLuubbnneerr
Professional Designer

Community Leader

Hadassah is proud to recognize and honor women whose leadership skills, dedication, experience, generosity, and time 
make a difference in their organizations, businesses, our communities and the quality of our lives. 

Join us to celebrate their accomplishments!
Support Hadassah’s world-renowned medical research and expertise through the Hadassah Medical Organization

Sunday, March 3, 2024, at 11:00AM
Audubon Country Club

625 Audubon Boulevard
Naples, Florida

For information contact: collierleehadassah@gmail.com

Philanthropist
Community Leader

Collier/Lee Hadassah
Inspiring Women 2024 Honorees

Zoog Mir in Yiddish 
Held the 3rd Sunday each month, 
November 2023-April 2024, 3:30-5 
p.m. at the Holocaust Museum; limit 
20 people, RSVP required to attend: 
hmcec.org (special events)

Annual hors d’oeuvres  
potluck 
Dec. 10, 5 p.m.; Location TBD; limited 
attendance, RSVP required to attend: 
Shirley Besikof, shirleybesikof@gmail.
com

Open House/New  
Member Reception 
This event for all GenShoah members 
will be held Jan. 26, 10 a.m.; Holocaust 
Museum; RSVP required to attend: 
hmcec.org (special events).

International Holocaust Re-
membrance Day 
Jan. 26, 2024, 1-3 p.m. at the Holocaust 
Museum; complimentary admission;  
2 p.m., special program; RSVP required 
for both: hmcec.org (special events) 

“Our Stories”  
member get-together 
Feb. 4, 1 p.m.; Location TBD; limited 

attendance, RSVP required to attend: 
Rene Geist, rene@geistgroup.com

Genealogy workshops
Feb. 25 and April 7, 1 p.m.; Location 
TBD; limited attendance, RSVP required 
to attend: Shelley Lieb, liebro@gmail.com

“They Were Children:  
Rescue as Resistance” exhibit
March 3, 10 a.m.; FGCU Archives; 
RSVP required to attend: Shelley Lieb, 
liebro@gmail.com

Growing Up Sephardic  
in an Ashkenazi World  
by Sam Varsano
Wednesday, March 13, 2 p.m.; Holo-
caust Museum; RSVP required to 
attend: hmcec.org (special events)

Yom HaShoah  
Commemoration
May 5, 4 p.m. at Nina Iser Jewish Cul-
tural Center; RSVP requested: www.
jewishnaples.org 

Pre-event reception for GenShoah 
SWFL and survivors at 3 p.m.

Possible book discussions 
Locations/dates/times TBD based 

on interest. Contact Estelle Kafer at 
ekafer520@gmail.com. 

“They Were Children:  
Rescue as Resistance”
This special Florida Gulf Coast Uni-
versity Library exhibition depicts the 
story of the Œuvre de Secours aux 
Enfants (OSE), an organization of 
ordinary people who did the extraor-
dinary by smuggling Jewish children 
across the border to Switzerland from 
1942-1945.

The exhibit opens Nov. 1. GenShoah 
SWFL has a special tour arranged 
for Sunday, March 3 at 10 a.m. Reg-
ister by sending an email to liebro@ 
gmail.com.

Elliot Katz Lecture Series 
Dec. 1 – “Hitler’s Jewish Princess;” 
Dec. 15 – “The Farhud.” Presentations 
at 10-11:30 a.m. with Q&A to follow at 
Nina Iser Jewish Cultural Center. Indi-
vidual tickets $30 pp. To register, go to 
https://jfgn.regfox.com/elliot-katz-li.

March of the living
The Los Angeles Museum of the Holo-
caust is sponsoring a “March of the 
Living” delegation for 2G families 

May 2-9, 2024 in Poland. To sign up 
for an informational session or for 
more details, contact Michael Morgen-
stern at 323-456-5083 or michael@
hmla.org.

Yiddish Alive
Attendees of this program range from 
those who have some understanding of 
Yiddish to those who speak it fluently. 
Zooms on alternate Mondays. Contact 
Michael Mills at millsms1@gmail.
com, 513-673-9001 or https://fjmc.org/
yiddish-alive-affinity-group. (Thank 
you, Sol Awend.)

Jewish neighborhoods series
As part of the Yiddish Book Center’s 
2023 Decade of Discovery, Yiddish 
Around the World, memories of Jewish 
life from Jewish neighborhoods from 
Montreal to Melbourne have been com-
piled. Visit https://www.yiddishbook 
center.org/language-literature-culture/
wexler-oral-history-project-films- 
fea tu res -news / fea tu res / j ewish- 
neighborhoods for more information 
and access to interviews. (Thank you, 
Dorothy Schwebel.) 

2023-2024 GenShoah SWFL programs 
By Shelley Lieb and Ida Margolis 

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
genshoah@hmcec.org
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P hilosophically speaking, there is 
no substantiation of the world-
wide rise in antisemitism in 2023. 

Jews constitute a mere .2% of global 
population, according to Pew Research 
Center. Jews have not been a militant 
warrior tribe since before our era, nei-
ther is the modern state of Israel. To the 
best of my knowledge and understand-
ing, we win most of the battles we are 
thrown into with our infamous Jewish 
brains, a gift from HaShem, I’d say, but 
also the ultimate carryon developed 
by the displacement our people have 
undergone since time immemorial. 

Our Jewish mind became the ulti-
mate portable asset we bring with us 
from one historical shtetl to the next 
through inevitable adversities of his-
tory. That is what enables our people to 
thrive in places where others fail, and 
to create and deduct more often than 
others have.

Here in Southwest Florida, we had 
made great progress in both improving 
the landscape of the community and in 
educating the non-Jewish layer of its 
population. Together with our neigh-
bors, we have come far from the incep-
tion of Jewish presence in 1960’s Lee 
County, for example, when a rabbi was 

arrested because he looked so strange 
in his garb walking to shul on Shab-
bat or when some non-Jews in Collier 
County asked Jews to show their horns, 
also in the same decade.

But sometimes, the scale of igno-
rance tips the other way and during the 
Nov. 1 rally, when Christians and Jews 
joined together in Southwest Florida 
Solidarity with Israel, I heard from too 
many Jews how surprised they were 
that Christians stood and honked in 
support of Israel alongside Jews. 

Jews undoubtedly have had many 
admirers and supporters of all reli-
gions. They represent the good and 
decent people of any time and place. 
But as always, our special “gift” is the 
center of vicious envy of those who 
had not been as “endowed” but have 
the determination, the neighborhood 
or global gossip network and the mil-
itant strength to pillage and destroy the 
fruit of our harvests. Even some Jews 
do that.

Just how many slaveries our tribes-
men have been through could be a 
subject of an academic report. In the 
aftermaths of all our Armageddons, we 
always rose in search of freedom for 
ourselves as well as others who were 

being oppressed. Even in situations 
where our minority rate was dispro-
portionately smaller to theirs, and their 
ingratitude disturbingly telling. We do 
not seem to learn the lessons of history, 
no matter what.   

It is time for us to rehash some 
of Jewish history that is above and 
beyond the original scope of The 
Society’s mission. Nothing like war 
against our people everywhere for that 
learning and relearning process. We 
have created a presentation curricu-
lum to impart the history of the Jews 
in the South of United States of Amer-
ica, the Caribbean, Israel, and more. 
Please join us on Zoom or virtually 
to learn and share our presentations  
with others. 

Your generosity helps continue the 
work of The Jewish Historical Society  
of SWFL. No amount is too small. 
Donate online, by mail or contact us at 
office@jhsswf.org. 

Join the organization online at 
JHSSWF.org or mail us a check. Fam-
ily membership is $54; individual 
membership is $36; student member-
ship is $18; and corporate sponsorship 
is $300. If mailing a check, please 
send to The Jewish Historical Soci-
ety of Southwest Florida, 8805 Tami-
ami Trail North, Suite #255, Naples,  
FL 34108.

Members receive announcements, 
reminders and other wonderful infor-
mation you would not want to miss.

We can be reached at 833-547-
7935 (833-JHS-SWFL), www.jhsswf.
org or office@jhsswf.org. The Virtual 
Museum of SWFL Jewish History is 
located online at http://jewishhistory 
southwestflorida.org/.

The Jewish Historical Society of 
Southwest Florida is a section 501(c)
(3) charitable organization. Contribu-
tions are deductible to the fullest extent 
allowed by law. 

What matters most
By Marina Berkovich, president

Rally for Israel
By Marina Berkovich, JHSSWF President

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771

WHAT’S IN YOUR 
WATER?

We are founded on the belief that clean water 
is absolutely essential to a healthy life.

CALL NOW   
FOR YOUR FREE WATER TEST 

districtwatertesting.com

IS YOUR WATER SAFE?
IS YOUR WATER HEALTHY?

239.223.1842

O  n Nov. 1, a grassroots group of 
concerned citizens, SWFL Sol-
idarity with Israel Coalition, 

held a flag- and sign-waving nonpolit-
ical rally in support of Israel. Wayne 
Smith, a former Vietnam POW who 
was held captive for over five years 
in Hanoi Hilton and knows firsthand 
the perils of hostile captivity, and Lois 
Bolin, his wife, generously gave their 
time to surf all local stores in search 
of relevant supplies, coming up with 
excellent ideas and putting together 
a couple hundred hand-held posters 
showing hostage’s faces, which were 
prominently displayed at the rally.  

Several other volunteers pitched 
in, including Richard Hoffman, who 
brought in 300 shirts he purchased even 
before he learned of the rally. About 
300 Collier and Lee county Christians 

and Jews, including Chabad rabbis, 
pastors of various denominations and 
Collier County Commissioner Burt 
Saunders stood on three corners of 
Airport-Pulling and Pine Ridge roads, 
waving American and Israeli flags, 
chanting and holding up hostage post-
ers to show overall solidarity with 
Israel. Several thousand cars drove by, 
honking in support, sticking thumbs up 
and waving flags back. 

Collier County Sheriff’s Office gave 
excellent safety support and protec-
tion. There were about seven cars with 
drivers or passengers who drove by 
shouting “Zionists,” as if it is a curse 
or sticking their middle fingers up, but 
our rally was a huge overall success. 

Thanks to all who came. Am Yizrael 
Chai! 

Dr. Ellen Frankel at the Nov. 1 rally
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SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL   

The Unity Campus 11120 Ranchette Road          
Fort Myers, FL  33966 
Phone: 239-247-4556       
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Sabbath Eve Dinner every Friday at 6:30      
followed by worship at 7:30 PM 
Torah Study on Zoom every Sabbath morning 
from 9:30-11:00    
Meeting Room ID  527 117 7864  passcode 
435419 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond, D.D.  cantoral soloist 
Traci Pavel   

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Taryn Sasser  
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Friday evening services at 7pm at the  
Sanibel Congregational United Church of 
Christ,  
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel 
Spiritual Leader and Cantor:  
Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer 
President: Janice Block Chaddock 
Vice Presidents:  
Sandra Teger, Annette Pacyga 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Website: www.batyam.org 
Services: October through April 
For more information on our service 
times and programs, please write 
to batyamsanibel@gmail.com or  
PO Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W.  
Cape Coral, FL 33914  
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski  
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com  
Web site: chabadcape.com 
Sunday - Friday 8:00 A.M Shacharit 
Friday Evening 5:30 P.M. 
Saturday Kabbalah Class 9:00 A.M. 
Shabbat Services 9:30 A.M. 
Kiddush Luncheon 12:00 P.M. 
Hebrew School of the Arts Sunday 10:00 
A.M - 12:30 P.M 
JLI Classes Monday 7:00 P.M. 
Torah Study Tuesday 7:30 P.M. 
Women's Weekly Class Wednesday  
11:30 A.M. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

19691 Cypress View Drive  
Fort Myers, FL 33967         
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908  
Rabbi Nicole Luna  
E-mail:rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Learning Tree Preschool Director: Amy Amon 
Email: learningtreefortmyers@gmail.com  
President: Reina Schlager  
Email: tbeboard@templebethel.com 
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235  
Office Manager: Karen Kagan 
Email: manager@templebethel.com 
Web site: templebethel.com  
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday 
Religious & Hebrew School:  
9:30 a.m.- Noon Sunday  
Judaica Gift Gallery  
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism;  
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Jan Klein 
Religious School Coordinator: 
Abbie Grossman 
Preschool Director: Suki Kelly  
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Helene Glocer 
Phone: 239-772-4555  
Spiritual leader: Cantor Barry Butensky  
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Saturday morning Torah Service/Torah 
study twice monthly at 10:00 am 
Enrichment night every Wednesday  
at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.JewishFederationLCC.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

20031 Sanibel View Circle unit 202 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Cheryl Fulmer, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - Saturday morning 
Speakers series - Tuesday evening 



40 December 2023
Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties 

Celebrate  
  the miracle. 

Find recipes and more at publix.com/chanukah.


