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Israel Scouts  
rock Fort Myers
The Israel Scouts rocked the 

house at Temple Beth El on 
Sunday afternoon, June 18. The 

ten exuberant teenagers of Caravan Ziv 
sang and danced to Israeli and American 
songs, often including several of the 
audience members in their performance.

The Scouts spent Sunday morn-
ing and evening with their local host 
families before departing for Naples on 
Monday morning.

The mission of the Israel Scouts 
is more than entertainment. They also 
strengthen relationships between Israel 
and North American Jewry, especially 
with American youth.

After their 12-week summer tour 
across the Eastern and Midwest United 

States, the Scouts return to Israel and 
enter their senior year in high school. 
Following graduation next spring, they 
begin their mandatory service in the 
Israel Defense Forces – three years 
for the men, and two years for the  
women. 

Several Scouts said they want-
ed long-term military careers, but 
most planned on traveling when they 
completed their military service. En-
rollments in Israeli universities be-
gin when the Scouts return home  
from their travels.

The Scouts’ visit to Fort Myers was 
co-sponsored by The Jewish Federation 
of Lee and Charlotte Counties, Temple 
Beth El and Temple Judea.

Photos courtesy Ted Epstein ~ See page 14 for additional photos of this event

I am happy to inform you that the 
Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlotte Counties continues to 

expand the delivery of programs and 
services to our community while at the 
same time exploring areas that require 
additional attention.

We are told, and many of us feel, 
that the strengthening economy has 
fortified us too; that we are doing bet-
ter and are more secure than we were. 
Unfortunately, these claims and feel-
ings are not real to those whom Jew-
ish Family Services hears from daily 
– those who continue to miss meals 
every day, whose electric service is 
tenuous from month to month, whose 
children are left to fend for themselves 
as their parents struggle to earn enough 
to feed them.

It is curious but true that we cur-
rently allocate more time and financial 
resources to the needy than we have 
ever done before.

Nevertheless, we are investing in 
what is becoming the major focus of 

our social service program: 
community aging. It is im-
possible to ignore the fact 
that a larger proportion of 
our community each year 
requires and deserves our 
attention. And we are ap-

proaching this reality with energy and 
haste. And with notable success. The 
Senior Outreach Program’s Senior 
Lunch Bunch is a growing and thriving 
enterprise that stimulates volunteerism 
and engages seniors in consistent so-
cialization. Through this program we 
are also able to identify individual 
needs and address them in ways more 
suited to a private setting. 

As we face the longstanding and 
latest challenges to support those 
who depend on us most, I appeal to 
you whose commitment we count on, 
whose past generosity is an annual 
promise of support, to again transform 
that promise into practice, so that the 
Federation can keep our promises to 
our community, to Israel, and to Jewish 
communities around the world.

You receive reminders to support 
the work your Federation does for you 
and on your behalf. Please respond as 
soon as possible and make this year’s 
contribution reflect an appreciation that 
others rely on us now more than ever.
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“There but for the grace of God go I”

The power of art: 
Senior Lunch Program update
By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach Coordinator

 Leni Sack

I don’t know the origin of this phrase, but no mat-
ter its origin, there are times when I can’t think 
of any better words to express how I am feeling. 

So in a very big departure from my usual column, I’ll 
explain why.

A Jewish woman sits across from my desk sob-
bing. She and her family are 
in a desperate financial situa-
tion with nowhere else to turn. 
While both she and her husband 
work, prior family emergen-
cies depleted their resources 

 and they don’t know what to 
do. Can we help? By the time 
she leaves, I’m teary myself 
and I think, “There but for the 
grace...”

A Jewish family meets with Federation Executive 
Director Alan Isaacs and me asking for help to pay 
some bills so they can continue to care for their five 
children. With the father out of work and the mother 
working part-time, they cannot afford their utility 
bills and worry about having their electricity or water 
turned off. The father has some job possibilities and 
they are looking for some temporary help for a month 
or two.

A father calls the Federation office every Novem-
ber asking if we can help get a few Hanukkah gifts 
for his children – otherwise they would have nothing. 
This same father recently called Alan asking if there 
is any way we could help him buy his children some 
back-to-school clothes in the fall. He’s on disability, 
and between that and what his wife makes, there is 
barely enough to pay for the basic necessities.

A daughter in another city calls about her moth-
er living on social security and needing help. The 
daughter is having financial struggles of her own  

and wonders what services we offer for her aging  
parent.

One of our volunteers delivers a holiday gift bag 
to a senior and calls me to say that the senior is living 
in filthy conditions and asks what can be done.

The Federation office gets these types of requests 
almost every week. The situations may differ, but 
the desperation in the voices, the embarrassment of  
having to ask, and the hope that we can help – that’s 
always the same. 

And we do what we can.
The stereotype is that all Jews are comfortable 

and have the resources they need. We all know that 
isn’t true, but perhaps many of us don’t really un-
derstand the struggles other community members go 
through. Too many Jewish families can’t put food 
on their tables or pay their monthly bills. There are  
seniors in our community who don’t have enough to 
eat or may not have the money to get medications or 
medical care.

One of the missions of the Jewish Federation of 
Lee and Charlotte Counties is to provide philanthrop-
ic and social service support to those in need in our 
community.

I’m writing this column because there are Jews in 
our community who need your help. The Federation 
does what it can, but our resources are stretched. We 
will continue to provide food to those who are hungry 
and to do our best to assist people in crisis – but how 
much we can do depends on all of you.

I say the words “There but for the grace of God 
go I” because I understand how blessed I am to have 
the security of never having to worry about a roof 
over my head or food on my table. 

If you, too, can say those words and want to help, 
your contribution to the Jewish Federation will be put 
to good use. 

The Senior Lunch Program in June was special 
all the way around. It was held at Brookdale In-
dependent Living on College Parkway for the 

first time and the program was 
presented by nationally-known 
artist Myra Roberts. Brookdale 
served a delicious lunch, provid-
ed valet parking for guests, and 
the staff was warm and welcom-
ing. 

Myra showed excerpts 
from her newest series, “Dream 
Peace,” which features poster-
style paintings of contemporary 
political injustices, portraits of 
Bielski partisans, and survivors 
of the Holocaust. In addition to 
her “Dream Peace” works, Myra 
also shared the wide range of her 
mixed-media works, including her mermaid series, 
portraits, and paintings of Sanibel. Her work por-
traying Holocaust survivors was especially poignant  

and profound. 
“I believe in the power of art,” Roberts says. “You 

can learn through history books and lectures, but the 
power of imagery is amazing. You 
don’t need an explanation. People 
just seem to get it.” Myra Roberts’ 
next show opens on February 2, 
2018, at the Sidney & Berne Davis 
Art Center in Fort Myers.

Our next Senior Lunches will 
be Thursday, August 17 at Temple 
Judea in Fort Myers, and Thurs-
day, September 14 at Temple Beth 
Shalom in Cape Coral. Please join 
us for a spirited afternoon filled 
with friendship, food and inter-
esting programs. To make your 
reservation, please contact me at 
239.481.4449 x6 or jodicohen@

jfedlcc.org. Please let us know if you will need a ride 
to the lunch.

Myra Roberts

 

       Following is a list of staples always in need at the food pantry: 

  Peanut butter and jelly   Pasta sauce (pasta, not needed) 

  Rice and beans           Canned vegetables and fruits 

 Cereal             Canned meats 

 Condiments                           Toiletries for adults & children 
 

Gift cards to places like Publix, Walmart, Target, etc., as well as cash donations, are also appreciated.  
Jewish Family Services helps seniors, individuals and families with a variety of needs. 

JEWISH FEDERATION  

FOOD PANTRY 
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Providing leading edge treatment to relieve: 

       There is no need to live in 

                 CONSTANT PAIN! 

Sciatica 
Back Pain 
Neck Pain 
Neuralgia 
RSD/CRPS 
Cancer Pain 
Shingles Pain 

Joint Arthritis 
Spinal Stenosis 
Herniated Discs 
Sacral Fractures 
Post-Surgical Pain 
Spinal Pain and Auto Injuries 
Vertebral Compression Fractures 

Jonathan S. Daitch, MD 

Michael E. Frey, MD 

Accepting New Patients! 
 

239.437.8000 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8255 College Parkway 
Fort Myers, FL  33919 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.apmss.net 
 

Michael E. Frey, MD       Jonathan S. Daitch, MD 

“There but for the grace of God go I”

The power of art: 
Senior Lunch Program update

 

       Following is a list of staples always in need at the food pantry: 

  Peanut butter and jelly   Pasta sauce (pasta, not needed) 

  Rice and beans           Canned vegetables and fruits 

 Cereal             Canned meats 

 Condiments                           Toiletries for adults & children 
 

Gift cards to places like Publix, Walmart, Target, etc., as well as cash donations, are also appreciated.  
Jewish Family Services helps seniors, individuals and families with a variety of needs. 

JEWISH FEDERATION  

FOOD PANTRY 
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Sunday 
March 1st 

The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign provides the resources to  
strengthen and enrich our Jewish community locally, in Israel and around the world.   

YOUR SUPPORT 

Promote 
KINDNESS Share your 

MITZVAH 

Strengthen & enrich 
JEWISH COMMUNITY Honor/

Remember 
A LOVED ONE 

This year please consider making an additional campaign contribution in honor or in memory of a loved one.  
Because kindness is contagious we would like to highlight your generosity in L’CHAYIM and notify personally those whom 

you honor. You may choose how your generosity is noted and how we share your mitzvah with our community.  

Local Jewish Education and Culture  
 Community-wide Jewish Education and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Festival, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebration, Jewish genealogy,  Israeli folk       
dancing, social groups, etc.  

 L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local, national and international Jewish issues.  

 Community Relations activities include monitoring  anti-
Semitism and issues of separation of church and state in the 
community.  

 Israel Advocacy and Initiatives to strengthen local Jewish      
community ties with Israel. Holocaust Education through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
 Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communities in 60+         
countries around the world. 

 Partnership 2Gether relationship with the Hadera-Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
 Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facilities  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
 Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
 Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and socialization. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
 Non-sectarian, individual and family outreach, information and 

referral services. 
 Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
 Food Pantry. 
 Emergency financial assistance. 
 Education and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Services 
 Support families of children with special needs. 
 SAT preparatory classes for high school students.  
 Volunteerism. 
 Organizational Collaboration. 
 Assessment and Planning. 
 

Jewish Community Foundation 
 An endowment that ensures the long-term financial base of 

charitable, social and educational programs in our community. 
 Needs-based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
 Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

How the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties Serves 

 Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel 
 Grants Available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel Grant is available through 
the Community Foundation of the Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties. The grant may be used for travel to 
Israel to participate in programs that are volunteer or          
educational in nature. Our hope is that these programs will 
enhance Jewish knowledge and  identity in preparation for 
participation in American Jewish life. This grant is for Jewish 
residents of either county who are 25 years old or younger 
and can demonstrate a financial need. Academic standing 
and community involvement may also be considered. For 
more information or an application, please visit our website at 
www.JewishFederationLCC.org or contact the Federation at 
239-481-4449, ext. 4 or email loriramos@jfedlcc.org. 
 

TRIBUTES
Honoring the Bat Mitzvah of Nancy Schwartz

from Bev & Ed Drucker

Honoring the Bat Mitzvah of Linda Shuster
from Bev & Ed Drucker

In honor of Linda Sweet’s father
from Bev & Ed Drucker

In honor of Bo Lieberman’s 75th birthday
from Bev & Ed Drucker

In honor of Elizabeth Leider’s life
from Judith Yevick

In memory of Frances Hodosh
from Toni & Steve Goodman

In memory of Sylvia Shaposhnick
from Cascaders @ Riverhall

In blessed memory of Helene Kramer
from Dan Berman & Wendy DePaul

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your Tributes.  
Please send them to Lori Ramos  

at the Federation at loriramos@jfedlcc.org. 

Senior Outreach Program 

UPCOMING DATES 
 
Thursday, August 17th, 12:00 PM 
Temple Judea 
14486 A&W Bulb Rd., Fort Myers 
(R.S.V.P. by Aug 14th) 

 
 
Thursday, September 14th, 12 PM 
Temple Beth Shalom 
702 SE 24th Ave., Cape Coral 
(R.S.V.P. by Sept. 11th) 

Come out for lunch, see familiar faces  
and meet new friends at our monthly  

senior lunches. 

R.S.V.P. 
 to Jodi Cohen 
 239.481.4449 x-6 
or jodicohen@ 
jfedlcc.org 

 

Let us know if you will be driving or if you  
would like a volunteer to pick you up. www.jewishfederationlcc.org 

Generous Donors: 
Anonymous Angels 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Judea 
Mellow Mah Jongg Ladies 
Israeli Dancers 
Bev & Ed Drucker 
Judith Yevick 
Cascaders @ Riverhall 
Dan Berman & Wendy DePaul 
Robert & Bette Batson 
Brenda & Jacob Buck 
Betty & Jim Rubenstein 
Howard Silverman 
Shalom Life Center 
Diane Kaiman 
Victor Gold 
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Sunday 
March 1st 

The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign provides the resources to  
strengthen and enrich our Jewish community locally, in Israel and around the world.   

YOUR SUPPORT 

Promote 
KINDNESS Share your 

MITZVAH 

Strengthen & enrich 
JEWISH COMMUNITY Honor/

Remember 
A LOVED ONE 

This year please consider making an additional campaign contribution in honor or in memory of a loved one.  
Because kindness is contagious we would like to highlight your generosity in L’CHAYIM and notify personally those whom 

you honor. You may choose how your generosity is noted and how we share your mitzvah with our community.  

 Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel 
 Grants Available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel Grant is available through 
the Community Foundation of the Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties. The grant may be used for travel to 
Israel to participate in programs that are volunteer or          
educational in nature. Our hope is that these programs will 
enhance Jewish knowledge and  identity in preparation for 
participation in American Jewish life. This grant is for Jewish 
residents of either county who are 25 years old or younger 
and can demonstrate a financial need. Academic standing 
and community involvement may also be considered. For 
more information or an application, please visit our website at 
www.JewishFederationLCC.org or contact the Federation at 
239-481-4449, ext. 4 or email loriramos@jfedlcc.org. 
 

By Jeremy Dictor, Jewish Campus Engagement Associate
Gulf Coast Hillel Community Free Synagogue 

events open to the public
August Community Free
Sabbath Eve Dinners
Each Friday evening in August the 
Community Free Synagogue hosts a 
traditional Sabbath Eve dinner starting 
at 6:30 p.m. in its Community Hall. 

After candle lighting and Qiddush, 
parents are invited to offer an age-old 
Jewish blessing to their children fol-
lowed by spouses reciting “A Woman 
of Valor” (Proverbs 31) to their wives 
before the meal begins. 

Following these rituals, a home-
cooked meal is enjoyed, including 
home-baked “artisan hallah” and 
award-winning soups. First-time visi-
tors are encouraged to bring a bottle of 
wine or a dessert to share. Those wish-
ing to remain for the Sabbath Eve Qa-
ballat Shabbat service in the sanctuary 
after the meal are encouraged to do so, 

but it’s not a “must.” These meals are 
open to all at no charge.
Brown Bag Movie Night
The next Community Free Synagogue 
Brown Bag Movie Night takes place 
at 6:30 p.m. on  Thursday, August 17 
and features the 1971 classic musical  
Fiddler On the Roof. The event takes 
place in the congregation’s Commu-
nity Hall, 10868 Metro Parkway, Fort 
Myers.

Based on the stage adaptation of 
Sholem Aleichem’s beloved character 
Tevye the Milkman, this Norman Jewi-
son film won three of the 13 Academy 
Awards it was nominated for, and the 
Golden Globes awarded it Best Picture, 
Best Actor (Topol) and Best Director in 
a musical or comedy. Pack you dinner; 
admission and soft drinks are free.

Honest, caring and 
knowledgable advice 
about assisted
living options… 
at no cost to you!

Personal and professional  
advice for you or a loved one

when you need it the most

Bruce B. Rosenblatt, Owner
Senior Housing Expert

239.595.0207
www.SeniorHousingSolutions.net

Susan Glasser, Realtor®

John R. Wood Properties
15065 McGregor Blvd. #105
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
In front of Gulf Harbour

SusanLGlasser@gmail.com
Mobile: (239) 281-3105
Office: (239) 472-2411

For All Your Southwest Florida  
Real Estate Needs

Lee County resident  
for more than 20 years

Studying family history brings more than just historical knowledge,   
it builds relationships. Learning the stories behind names and dates   

teaches a personal history that explains more than just how each  
person came to be.     EVERYONE WELCOME. 

 
 Jewish Genealogy SIG (Special Interest Group) 

Next meeting: Thursday, August 10 
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 

 

LEARN HOW TO BEGIN RESEARCH INTO YOUR FAMILY’S HISTORY  
OR GET HELP FINDING NEW STRATEGIES TO ENHANCE THE SEARCH 

YOU HAVE ALREADY STARTED. 

 

                                   There is no cost to attend. RSVPs are a must to Arthur at genresearch13@yahoo.com 
Meetings are held at the Jewish Federation ● 9701 Commerce Center Ct. ● Fort Myers  33908 

This has been an incredible year 
of growth for students at Flori-
da Gulf Coast University. After 

eight years of functioning as an entire-
ly independent student-run organiza-
tion, Hillel at FGCU was given some 
much-needed support. 

Through the overwhelming gen-
erosity of The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee, along with sup-
port from the Jewish Federations of 
Lee and Charlotte Counties, and the 
Jewish Federation of Collier County, 
Gulf Coast Hillel was born. Now, 
nearly 1,200 Jewish college students 
in the Gulf Coast area have a Jewish 
home away from home, with engaging 
programs, and a fulltime Hillel staff  
member. 

After its first exciting year of Is-
rael advocacy, Jewish education, and 
Shabbat and holiday programs, Gulf 

Coast Hillel completed the spring se-
mester with a tremendously successful 
Passover celebration. Jewish students, 
students of different faiths, student 
government representatives, and even 
parents joined in the festivities during 
a delicious chocolate Seder. There is 
something powerful in seeing so many 

people, with such varied backgrounds, 
joining together to eat and learn. For 
many, Gulf Coast Hillel’s chocolate 
Seder was their first taste of Jewish life 
on campus. 

As FGCU continues to grow, Gulf 
Coast Hillel will continue to nurture 
Jewish student life and offer opportu-
nities for Jewish education. 

With program attendance at an 
all-time high, and a new team of dedi-
cated and passionate student leaders, 
Gulf Coast Hillel is primed and ready 
to make big things happen on FGCU’s 
campus this fall. Student leaders are 
already beginning to plan all of next 
year’s exciting events, looking for new 
opportunities to partner with FGCU, 
and exploring new ways to engage 
their peers. 

With determination and hard work, 
student leaders hope to recruit enough 

Jewish students this year 
for a Gulf Coast Hillel 
Birthright Israel trip. Jew-
ish students from the Gulf 
Coast area would travel 
to Israel together on a 10-
day trip of a lifetime. This 
would be the first organized 
trip for students from Flor-
ida Gulf Coast University, 
and would include students 
from other campuses under 
Gulf Coast Hillel’s care, 
including Ringling College 
of Art and Design, the Uni-
versity of South Florida in 
Sarasota, and New College 
of Florida. 

This year’s student 
leadership team is so full 
of passionate and creative 
personalities, we can’t wait 
to see what sort of engag-
ing programs and events 
they lead. One thing is for 
certain, Gulf Coast Hillel 

will be there to support these students 
every step of the way.

Looking for more information 
about Jewish life on campus? Want to 
learn more about Gulf Coast Hillel? 
Contact me at CampusJeremySWFL@
gmail.com.

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

Like us on Facebook!

Jeremy Dictor (holding his baby) with Hillel at FGCU members at a Shabbat Eve event

Hillel at FGCU members participate at numerous events during the year

Rabbi Marc Sack of Temple Judea with Hillel at FGCU members
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 WEEKLY ISRAELI DANCING 
  

    Dancing will resume in  
                        the fall of 2017 

 

All ages (10 to 96) are welcome to 
join us.  All  levels of dance           

experience are welcome.  Wear  
comfortable shoes, bring a water 

bottle 
  

BRING A FRIEND! 

See you Sundays. 

RSVP  a must  by Fridays at noon 

to Marsha Kistler  

  marshatemple2012@gmail.com  

 
 

 

This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support 
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 Dr. Paul 
    Bartrop

A Swedish diplomat and a tormented Nazi
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

Seventy-five years ago this month, 
a quite remarkable event took 
place on a train traveling from 

Warsaw to Berlin. Kurt Gerstein, a 
senior SS officer intimately connected 
to the Nazi mass murder of the Jews 
at Auschwitz and other death camps, 
was returning from an inspection tour 

of two of the death 
camps located in Po-
land, Belzec and Tre-
blinka. What he saw 
there defied belief.

On August 17, 
1942, at Belzec, he 
witnessed the gassing 
of some 3,000 Jews. 
The next day he went 

to Treblinka, where he saw a repetition 
of the killing process. He was then given 
responsibility for ordering vast quanti-
ties of Zyklon-B gas for use in the mass 
murder of Jews at Auschwitz.

Returning to Germany on the night 
of August 20, 1942, and deeply dis-
turbed by what he had seen, Gerstein 
was desperate to unburden himself. Fate 
intervened in the person of the secretary 
to the Swedish legation in Berlin, Baron 
Göran von Otter, who was on the same 
train.

Engaging him in conversation, 
Gerstein exclaimed, “Yesterday I saw 
something appalling.” “Is it to do with 
the Jews?” von Otter asked, and the 
conversation – more like a monologue 
– began. In a feverish conversation 
lasting ten hours, Gerstein poured out 
the whole story, crying and smoking 
incessantly. Relating all he had seen, he 
begged von Otter to inform the Swedish 
government. Von Otter later recalled 
that Gerstein gave him details, names, 
and how he had come to be involved; 
his experience now saw him determined 
to act as a witness to the Nazi atrocities.

He pleaded with von Otter to inform 
the Allies and the outside world of what 
he had seen, so that the Allied air forces, 
acting on Swedish information, would 
drop millions of leaflets over Germany. 
The German people, horrified, would 
then rebel against Hitler.

This was not the only occasion on 
which Gerstein sought to draw attention 
to what he had witnessed. He attended 
upon the papal nuncio in Berlin, Arch-
bishop Cesare Orsenigo, but was turned 
away. He also saw numerous members 
of the Confessing and Lutheran church-
es, and opponents of the Nazi regime. 
In his eagerness to get the message out 
he spoke to anyone who would listen 
– often, to those he did not even know.

Apart from the Swedish authorities, 
the Allies and the Vatican, in February 
1943, Gerstein also tried to convey his 
message about the gas chambers to the 
Dutch underground via a contact. Skep-
tical, the underground leaders decided 
not to forward the report or circulate it 
publicly. Another Gerstein attempt to let 
the world know thus failed.

While attempting to raise con-
sciousness, he also took practical steps 
to see to it that the devastating effects 
of his office could be negated, or at 
least minimized. As the war progressed, 
a despairing Gerstein ordered that 
shipments of Zyklon-B gas canisters 
be buried on the pretext that they had 
been spoiled in transit and posed a risk 
to German soldiers and civilians. He 
tried, unsuccessfully, to have a chemi-
cal removed from the gas compound 
that caused severe irritation, so that 
death would be less painful for the  
victims. He fought with his superiors 
who demanded that larger consignments 
of Zyklon-B should be dispatched, 
arguing that storing large amounts was 
extremely hazardous; if hit by Allied  

air raids, the result would see a cata-
strophic loss of life throughout the 
region where the gas was stored.

His efforts saw only small returns, 
despite an inner turmoil that aged him 
prematurely, brought on clinical depres-
sion, and saw him attempt suicide on 
one occasion and discuss it on many 
others.

Finally, on April 22, 1945, he de-
fected to the Allies, making his way to 
French lines in the town of Reutlingen. 
He was given the opportunity to write 
a full report of what he had done and 
seen. The report became perhaps the 
most horrifying eyewitness account of 
the Holocaust. After he had witnessed 
the gassing at Belzec he was told by 
the commandant, SS Major Christian 
Wirth, “There are not ten people alive 
who have seen or will see as much as 
you.” Gerstein worked to ensure that 
as many people as possible “saw” what 
he had seen.

On July 25, 1945, while still in 
French custody, he was found hanged 
in his cell, an alleged suicide. Later, 
on August 17, 1950, a denazification 
court in Tübingen concluded that 
Gerstein was a Nazi offender for his  
assistance in the production and delivery 
of Zyklon-B. Baron von Otter took up 

his case, working to rehabilitate him. 
It wasn’t until January 1965, however, 
after a long battle, that Gerstein’s repu-
tation was restored, and he received a 
posthumous pardon.

Gerstein’s self-appointed mission 
was to expose the horrors of Nazism 
to the world and mitigate the suffer-
ing around him. His is the story of a 
remarkable and highly complex man 
who refused to surrender his conscience 
in the face of mass murder. He realized 
that he was continuing to commit the 
very acts he repudiated, albeit legally-
enforceable orders in accordance with 
the law of the land as it stood at that 
time. To disobey those orders would 
have put him totally beyond the pale and 
back in the concentration camp – and, 
thus, completely unable to do achieve 
the results he sought.

In the situation in which Kurt 
Gerstein found himself, therefore, the 
conflict between legality and morality 
was one that could probably not have 
been resolved, and that, perhaps, is the 
essence of his tragedy.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of History 
and the Director of the Center for Ju-
daic, Holocaust, and Genocide Studies 
at Florida Gulf Coast University. He 
can be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.edu.
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ISRAEL BRIEFS

more briefs on page 12

3 YEARS AFTER GAZA 
WAR, SOUTHERN ISRAEL 
IS FLOURISHING
Three years after the 2014 Gaza war, 
Israeli communities on the Gaza pe-
riphery are blooming, with building 
starts at record numbers and more peo-
ple moving into the area than leaving.

“The Gaza periphery communities 
are known for their quality of life be-
cause of the supportive community, the 
good schools, the quiet surroundings, 
and personal safety [of residents], de-
spite the proximity to Gaza,” explains 
Maya Lieberman, who moved with her 
family to Kibbutz Nirim.

The population of the Eshkol Re-
gional Council has increased by 1,200 
people since the war. Almost all the 
communities have waiting lists of po-
tential new residents, with almost no 
available homes. (Gadi Golan, Israel 
Hayom)

THE INDIA-ISRAEL 
BREAKTHROUGH

 � Recently, Narendra Modi made 
history as India’s first prime min-

ister to make an official visit to 
Israel. He put the Palestinian issue 
aside to forge closer ties on de-
fense, agriculture, tech and trade. 

 � In agriculture, Israeli water recy-
cling technology is helping India 
grow food more efficiently. Israel 
has also established 26 agricultural 
expertise centers in India to teach 
local farmers new tricks. 

 � Meanwhile, Israel Aerospace In-
dustries is working with local In-
dian partners on space cooperation 
and developing high-res radar sat-
ellites. 

 � It is also about the successful ex-
pansion of Israeli diplomacy away 
from Europe. From the Gulf to 
Africa to all across Asia, Israeli di-
plomacy is more active and diver-
sified than ever before. It reflects a 
recognition that Israel is not a West 
European state. 

 � Israel’s integration into the non-
Western world was delayed by 
Arab hostility. But Arab power is 
weakening. 
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A Swedish diplomat and a tormented Nazi Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to 
be Jewish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish 
have at least one Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than  
Judaism – and don’t identify with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts 
to Judaism, of course, are also identified as Jewish.

Nate Bloom (see column at left) has become a family history expert in 10 
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help 
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a 
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start 
with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:
Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number. 
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that 
goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible. 
The first search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also,  
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate 
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out 
great for them. So contact him about this as well.

Interested in Your  
Family’s History?

College Days Redux
The eight-episode original series 
Friends from College began streaming 
on Netflix on Friday, July 14. The series 
follows a small group of Harvard grads 
now in their 40s. As the series starts, 
Ethan Turner (Keegan-Michael Key) 
and Lisa Turner (Cobie Smulders) return 
to New York City and reunite with col-
lege friends. Their old pals include Max 
Adler, played by FRED “The Wonder 
Years” SAVAGE, 40, and Nick, played 
by NAT FAXON, 41 (Faxon’s mother 
is Jewish). 

The famously acerbic BILLY 
EICHNER, 38, appears in a four-
episode arc as Felix, a fertility doctor 
who treats Ethan and Lisa. Meanwhile, 
he gets romantically involved with 
Max. After a while, Felix gets tired of 
the friends reliving their college days 
and issues some biting outsider com-
mentary. Also look for SETH ROGEN, 
35, and IKE BARINHOLTZ, 40, in 
one-episode guest roles.

The series was co-created by 
NICHOLAS STOLLER, 41, and his 
wife, FRANCESCA DELBANCO, 
42. Her father is the famous writer, 
NICHOLAS DELBANCO, 75. Her 
maternal grandfather was the late, great 
cellist, BERNARD GREENHOUSE. 
Stoller’s credits include directing For-
getting Sarah Marshall, and directing 
and writing The Five Year Engagement.
Journalists with Movie Ties 
Get Big Stories 
Virtually everyone has noticed that The 
Washington Post has broken an incred-
ible number of huge stories, based on 

great investigative journalism, since 
President Trump took office. The New 
York Times is a close second. Every 
other media outlet is a far-distant also-
ran. MARTY BARON, 62, has been the 
Post’s managing editor since 2014 and 
a lot of credit has to go to him and Jeff 
Bezos, Amazon’s head. 

In 2015, Spotlight won the best-
picture Oscar. It recounted how Baron, 
then the executive editor of The Boston 
Globe, guided its investigative team as 
they uncovered the abusive priest scan-
dal in Boston-area Catholic churches. 
Clearly, Baron still has the ability to 
coax the best out of his staff. He’s aided 
by the millions that Bezos has pumped 
into the Post and Bezos’s hands-off 
policy about the paper’s reporting and 
editorial policy. Bezos has also installed 
a state-of-the-art digital ad system that 
has greatly raised revenues. Other pa-
pers are buying it. 

Baron was born and raised in Tampa 
and went to Berkeley Prep school. His 
first job out of college was with the 
Miami Herald. 

BUZZ BISSINGER, 62, did the 
blockbuster interview with tennis star 
Serena Williams that’s in the August 
issue of Vanity Fair. Williams has never 
opened up so much about her pregnancy, 
or her life, period (photos by ANNIE 
LEIBOVITZ, 67). Bissinger is still best 
known for his 1990 book Friday Night 
Lights. It documents the 1988 season of 
a high school team in Texas. It sold 2 
million copies and spawned a hit movie 
(2004) and a TV series (2006-11) of the 
same name. 

Wouk at 102
A nice thing about CBS Sunday Morn-
ing is that it posts its stories on the CBS 
news website and leaves them up there 
a long time. You can easily see or see 
again the interview with famous author 
HERMAN WOUK, 102, which first 
aired on Sunday, July 2. In late 2015, 
his last book, a memoir, Sailor and the 
Fiddler, was published. Wouk told CBS 
he will write no more new books, but 
does write in his diary every day.

Frankly, the CBS interview seemed 
like the last word from Wouk. He looked 
jaunty in The New York Times photos 
that accompanied a 2015 Sailor and 
Fiddler interview. He wore nice casual 
clothes, including a cool Panama-type 
hat, and he sported a long, well-groomed 
white beard. In the CBS interview, he 
is in a bathrobe, in a wheelchair, with 

an oxygen tube up his nose. His beard 
is a bit ragged and he wears a simple 
yarmulke on his bald head.

Still, his mind is still sharp, and 
he knows he doesn’t have time to be 
charming. He quickly discusses his most 
famous work, the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
novel, The Caine Mutiny (based on his 
WWII naval service). He moves on to 
what he wants to say is his central life 
work: “To, so far as I could, fix down in 
literature what happened in World War 
II and the Holocaust.” Besides Caine, 
he was referencing his two-book WWII 
novel saga, Winds of War and War and 
Remembrance. The latter graphically 
depicted the Holocaust, and that graphic 
depiction was also in the 1988 TV mini-
series of the same name. (As I write this, 
both series are on YouTube). 

CampoSeniorLiving.com

H odges 
Funeral Home 

at  Lee Memorial Park 

12777 State Road 82  
 Fort Myers, FL 33967 (239)  334-4880 

Proudly serving the Jewish community of Lee County for over 
52 years,  

Hodges Funeral Home at Lee Memorial Park Cemetery  
off State Road 82 provides many convenient and affordable 
options for traditional as well as contemporary funeral and 

burial services.    

 Garden of  David  spaces starting at $2,995 

Read the current and recent issues of L’CHAYIM 
online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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 Phil  
   Jason

Book review by Philip K. Jason, Special to L’CHAYIM

May - September  

Summer Break 
 

 
 

 

Federation book club  
will resume October 25. 

 

October book:   
A Horse Walks into a Bar  

  by David Grossman 
 

      9701 Commerce Center Ct. 
            Fort Myers    33908 
 

Amir Bohbot (photo credit: 
Marc Israel Sellem)

“The shadow of the guillotine sharpens the mind” – 
Israel’s stunning leadership in military technology

A dazzling “feel-good” book in 
the tradition of Start-Up Nation 
and Let There Be Water, Yaakov 

Katz and Amir Bohbot’s analysis of 
Israel’s rise to prominence as a major 
inventor and manufacturer of sophisti-

cated weapons and 
weapon systems 
has a dark side. 
It is one thing to 
protect your own 
nation, another 
to be a fully in-
vested exporter in 
the arms business. 
Yet the billions of 
dollars in income 
from arms deals 

are a protective shield for this tiny na-
tion, and mass production lowers the 
costs of the weapons for Israel’s own 
arsenals.

The authors’ exciting and 
surprising narrative is loosely 
chronological, following the 
path of Israel’s advances in 
technology while bringing 
into play the political and 
military crises that provoked 
accelerated research, inven-
tion and even improvisation. 
One constant theme is that 
Israelis cannot relax. They 
always need to be pushing 
to gain the upper hand, creating a safe 
distance between themselves and those 
that threaten them.

From early on, the mantra has been 
that quality would prevail over quantity. 
The best planning, the best minds, the 
best manufacturing, the best training, 
and the highest level of civilian and 
military cooperation would prevail over 
greater numbers of weapons and enemy 
combatants.

The chapters focus on specific 
weapons, detailing both offensive and 
defensive technologies: drones, armor, 
satellites, rockets and missiles, “intel-
ligent machines,” and cyber viruses. 
However, while the history of Israel’s 
military ascent is largely technical, the 
methods of reaching and moving readers 
are quite varied.

Capsule biographies of various 
leaders humanize the story and under-
score the aspects of Israeli – specifically 

IDF – culture that led to Israel’s success. 
The freedom to question, support for 
research, leadership skills and styles, 
and the willingness to take enormous 
risks all contribute to the inspirational 
story. Even the freedom to fail is part of 
the astoundingly creative mindset. Per-
sonalities count, and the project leaders 
we meet are quite impressive, if largely 
unknown beyond Israel’s borders.

Often a chapter begins with a 
jolt, a serious threat or shift in for-
tune that must be countered. Then the 
situation is backgrounded, the steps 
to the solution are revealed, and the 
key players celebrated. Almost every 
major Israeli political leader receives 
attention in this book, so fully is the 
overarching weapons story imbedded 
in all facets of Israeli life and in the  
actions of its decision makers.

Both weapons acquisitions and 
weapons sales are stories with sig-
nificant political dimensions. How has 
Israel benefitted from and been hindered 
by its relationship with its big brother, 
the United States? To what extent has its 

role as a supplier of weap-
ons and systems to other 
countries led to durable 
diplomatic relationships?

The authors are fully 
aware of the likelihood 
that Israel’s emergence 
as a premier arms dealer 
is not likely to be consid-
ered a step on the road to 
peace. Though Israel has 
been “revolutionizing the 
modern battlefield,” one 

can only have mixed feelings about 
where the outer limits of this achieve-
ment take us. But what are the intangible 
costs?
Interview with Yaakov Katz
Yaakov Katz is editor-in-chief of The 
Jerusalem Post. He previously served 
for close to a decade as the paper’s mili-
tary reporter and defense analyst. Katz 
was a 2012-2013 fellow at the Nieman 
Foundation for Journalism at Harvard 
University and is currently a faculty 
member at Harvard’s Extension School, 
where he teaches an advanced course 
in journalism. He is the co-author of 
two books, The Weapon Wizards: How 
Israel Became a High-Tech Military 
Superpower and Israel vs. Iran: The 
Shadow War.

Philip K. Jason: In The Weapon 
Wizards you observe that Israel’s 
enemies have not ceased building 
arsenals of rockets and missiles, even 

though Israel’s Iron Dome 
and Arrow systems have 
rendered such stockpiles 
ineffective. Is there any 
hope that more elaborate 
defensive (or offensive) 
weapons will change the 
operations of Hezbollah 
and Hamas?

Yaakov Katz: Orig-
inally, when Israel de-
veloped its missile de-
fense systems, it hoped 
that their success would make Israel’s 
enemies – particularly Hamas and He-
zbollah – reconsider their investment 
in missile systems. The theory was that 
they would see that their missiles are 
ineffective and would understand that 
it is not worth investing in. That has 
not happened.

This does not mean that the missile 
defense systems are not effective. They 
are and they save Israeli lives. They 
have also given the government what 
we call “Diplomatic Maneuverability,” 
the ability to think before responding 
to rocket attacks, rather than 
being drawn into a conflict 
immediately. The systems have 
taken weapons that could be 
of strategic consequences and 
turned them into a tactical issue 
that does not necessarily need 
to evolve into war.

PKJ: If there is no military 
solution to Israel’s quest for an 
end to war, can resources be 
allocated to programs more 
likely to be successful?

YK: Military means are not an 
end to conflict but a means to be used 
to reach a diplomatic resolution. Al-
though this has not yet happened for 
Israel when it comes to Hamas and  
Hezbollah, it has worked though with 
the two countries Israel made peace 
with, Egypt and Jordan. Both countries 
understood, after defeat on the battle-
field, that war will not overcome Israel. 
Israel continues to invest in additional 
defense and offensive programs, which 
will help keep Israelis safe and ensure 
that wars are fought quicker. But they 
will not defeat an enemy’s desire to  
destroy Israel.

PKJ: What are the benefits to Israel 
of its astounding success in weapon  
development, manufacture and sales?

YK: The first clear benefit is that 
by developing top-tier weaponry, Israeli 
ensures its qualitative military edge in a 
very volatile region and as more poten-
tial conflicts loom on the horizon. The 
second benefit is economic. Israel today 
is one of the world’s top arms exporters 
and brings in about $6.5 billion annually 
to the Israeli economy in arms sales.

PKJ: How did you and your co-
author, Amir Bohbot, “share the load” 
of creating this book?

YK: Amir and I are both vet-
eran military correspondents who 
have worked closely together covering 
Israel’s different wars and operations 
since the early part of the 2000s. We 
split up the writing based on chapters. 
I wrote one chapter and he wrote an-
other. The process was a bit more com-
plicated. First, we would meet before 
starting to work on a new chapter. We 
would brainstorm for a while and then 
draft a chapter outline together – what 
stories will be there, who needs to be 
interviewed, etc. After spending one or 
two months researching and writing, 
when the chapter was done, we’d share 
it with one another. Each of us would 
then add what was needed, make other 
comments, and we would then meet 

again to complete it. It was 
a genuine partnership.

PKJ: In the process of 
writing this book, did you 
discover any surprises? Did 
your research lead you to 
modify your views on any-
thing, or anyone, connected 
with this topic?

YK: Coming into the 
project, both Amir and I were 
intimately familiar with the 
IDF and its different units. 

What we discovered while doing the 
research for this book was just how 
innovative the military was when it 
comes to the technology that it uses. Our 
research also gave us the opportunity to 
meet the scientists, engineers and offi-
cers who invented and came up with the 
ideas for some of Israel’s unique weapon 
systems like the first drones, Iron Dome 
or the Ofek satellite. The stories behind 
each and every one of these weapons is 
what surprised us.

PKJ: Have any of Israel’s develop-
ments in weapon technology been ap-

plied in other areas?
YK: Yes. Cameras 

and sensors, for exam-
ple, originally developed 
for weapon systems like 
satellites or drones, can 
also be used for agri-
cultural purposes. One 
company took a camera 
from a missile and inte-
grated into a pill that a 
person can swallow so 
doctors can see what is 

happening inside that person’s stomach.
PKJ: Who would you consider the 

ideal readers for your book? What are 
the most important ideas or pieces of 
information you’d like them to come 
away with?

YK: We envision four different 
audiences: people interested in Israel, 
people interested in military affairs, 
entrepreneurs and business executives, 
and anyone looking to understand the 
future of the Middle East. We would 
like readers to walk away with a deeper 
understanding of just how important 
a role technology and weapons play 
when it comes to Israel’s survival and 
its continued qualitative edge in a very 
volatile region. The stories told in this 
book show an amazing sense of in-
novation, creativity and ingenuity in a 
country that was established without any 
resources. When Israel was founded in 
1948 there was only one resource – the 
Jewish brain – and that is what enabled 
Israel to survive. We are all familiar with 
the saying, “Necessity is the mother of 
invention.” But we like to stick to the 
dictum told to us by the IDF colonel who 
came up with the idea in 1977 for Israel 
to build its own satellite: “The shadow 
of the guillotine sharpens the mind.”
Reprinted with permission from Jewish 
Book Council. Find daily new reviews, 
reading recommendations, and more at 
www.jewishbookcouncil.org.

Philip K. Jason is Professor Emeritus 
of English from the United States Na-
val Academy. He reviews regularly for 
Florida Weekly, Jewish Book World, 
Southern Literary Review, and other 
publications. Please visit Phil’s website 
at www.philjason.wordpress.com.

The Weapon Wizards: How Israel 
Became a High-Tech Military 

Superpower, by Yaakov Katz and 
Amir Bohbot. St. Martin’s Press.  

304 pages. Hardcover $27.99.

Yaakov Katz (photo credit:  
Marc Israel Sellem)

Stay connected all month long at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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Summer Watermelon Salad – recipe by Dalia Hemed

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Watermelon is the quintes-
sential fruit of summer. It’s 
impossible to get through 

three months of this warm-weather 
season without one meal ending with 
watermelon juice dripping down your 
arm. It’s perfectly sweet, totally re-
freshing and wonderfully hydrating. 
It’s the only way to survive the relent-
less summer sun. 

Watermelon also has health ben-

efits. Watermelons are actually expan-
sive and the fruit also contains traces of 
the mineral potassium, which helps in 
the day-to-day functioning of the body. 
The phytochemicals help in lowering 
blood pressure and the lycopene helps 
fight cancer and increases immunity to 
disease.

Watermelon is great eaten in slices, 
as a Popsicle, or blended in a smoothie. 
But there’s one more way to eat water-

melon that you may not have consid-
ered: in a salad. 

That’s right, salad. Watermelon be-
longs at every part of the meal and I 
have the perfect recipe to prove it.

A simple summer salad with seed-
less watermelon chunks, crumbled feta 
cheese, fresh basil, and a homemade 
lime juice dressing. The salty citrus 
dressing really brings out the flavor of 
the watermelon, the basil is refresh-
ing, and the feta adds a perfect touch 
of creaminess. Even those of you who 
don’t like sweet, fruity salads may ap-
preciate this one – the flavor is truly 
unique. This salad will be making 
regular appearances on my summer 
menu. I hope you enjoy it as much as  
I do!
Watermelon Feta Salad with basil
Ingredients:
• 1 7-8 lb. seedless watermelon, 

chilled
• 1/2 cup extra virgin olive oil
• 3 limes, juiced
• 1 1/2 tsp salt
• 3/4 tsp black pepper
• 1 cup fresh chopped basil leaves
• 1 1/2 cups crumbled feta cheese 

(goat or sheep milk feta is best)
Note: This salad is best made just prior 
to serving. Prepare one hour or less be-
fore your meal.

 X Cut rind from the watermelon, 
and then chop the fruit into 1-inch 
chunks. Place chunks in a colander 
to drain as you chop.

 X In a small bowl, whisk together 
olive oil, fresh lime juice, salt and 
black pepper to create a dressing. 

 X Place watermelon in a large salad 

bowl. Pour dressing and chopped 
basil over the watermelon and toss 
gently to coat.

 X Pour the crumbled feta into the sal-
ad bowl and stir gently to integrate 
the cheese into the salad. Serve. 

 X The salt and the citrus in the dress-
ing will activate the juices in the 
watermelon, so a lot of liquid will 
collect in the bottom of the salad 
bowl. This is normal, and does not 
affect the flavor. To avoid having 
liquid transfer to your plate, serve 
the salad with a slotted spoon. 

Favorite wines – let’s take another look 
By The Wine Whisperer

 Jerry  
    Greenfield

Favorite wines, huh? Where to 
start? Well, before we go off the 
beaten vineyard path, it might be 

a good idea to take a new look at some 
of the most famous wine types. In the 
wine world, as everywhere else, fash-

ions evolve and 
styles change. So 
if you got fed up 
with, say, those 
heavi ly-oaked 
s u p e r- b u t t e r y 
California Char-
donnays a few 
years ago, maybe 
a sip of the more 
modern offerings 

will bring you back. Worked for me.
Chardonnay is the world’s favorite 

white wine, but wines, as I mentioned, 
go in and out of fashion. To paraphrase 
Yogi Berra, “Chardonnay is so popular, 
nobody drinks it anymore.” But people 
drink plenty of it, and the shelves at the 
wine stores groan under the weight of 
all the different bottles. Beside, wine-
makers love this grape because they 
can make it in an enormous range of 

styles. Oaky and buttery. Lean and 
minerally. And just about everywhere 
in between. Best of all, unlike some 
other wine grapes, it’s not all that par-
ticular about where you plant it. 

In the wine world, certain grapes 
are classified as “noble varietals.” 
Chardonnay is one of these because 
it’s capable of gaining elegance as it 
ages. White Burgundy (which is Char-
donnay) is an excellent example. Cha-
blis, which is a district of Burgundy, 
is another. And Champagne is gener-
ally a blend of Chardonnay with other 
grapes. 

A few years ago, wine lovers start-
ed yelling, “A-B-C!” Anything But 
Chardonnay! The reason? Winemak-
ers, mostly in California, had, almost 
en masse, swung toward a style that 
was soaked in oak, which pretty much 
covered up all the other elegant flavors 
that this grape is capable of delivering. 
Too bad, because these days, the style 
has come back in the other direction, 
and many wines deliver a wide range 
of “tutti-frutti” flavors that make Char-
donnay so much fun.

Why not do a taste test and find out 
for yourself? For example, buy a bottle 
each of Mer Soleil Chardonnay with 
the gold label, and a Mer Soleil Sil-
ver, that comes in a very cool-looking 
white stone bottle. Same wine, same 
producer, same vineyards…but com-
pletely different styles. The Silver will 
be clean, minerally, with a nice zippy 
acidity on the palate. The Gold will be 
much richer on the nose, and the aroma 
of oak will be unmistakable. On the 
palate, there’s a buttery feel, a mouth-
filling weight to the wine that’s both 
very pleasant and very different from 
the unoaked style. Each has its fans, 
and each can be paired with a wide va-
riety of cheeses and other foods.

Since there are so many Chardon-
nay styles, a stroll off the beaten track 
can provide some tasty new discover-
ies, and not always at the price of a new 
BMW. Bargains can be had.

Don’t ever be shy about trying new 
wines from new places. The Chileans 
are making some very fine examples, 
as are the South Africans. And even 
in Burgundy there are some excellent 

Chardonnays available for under $30 a 
bottle. Our favorites right now:

Wente Chardonnay Riva Ranch 
($14) – This is a California creamy 
style, but the oak isn’t overwhelming. 
There are nice notes of honeydew mel-
on, fig and spice.

Domaine Chenevieres Chablis 
($19) – One of my favorite moderate-
ly-priced white Burgundies, this style 
is an attractive straw color in the glass, 
with crisp apple, citrus, apricot and 
peach flavors. The lively acidity keeps 
it from that old-fashioned “buttery” 
style, as does the minerality.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whis-
perer. He is Creative Director of 
Greenfield Advertising Group, wine  
columnist for Florida Weekly, Wine  
Director of the international Direct 
Cellars wine club, as well as a wine 
consultant, educator and writer. His 
book, Secrets of the Wine Whisperer, 
is now available through his website at 
www.winewhisperer.com.

Look for Chef Dalia Hemed’s 
recipes each month in the 

pages of L’CHAYIM.

Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the  

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
 lenibsack@jfedlcc.org
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Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

Look for Chef Dalia Hemed’s 
recipes each month in the 

pages of L’CHAYIM.

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
The Yarmulke Game
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Look for Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s Aging Jewishly column in most issues of L’CHAYIM.

“Jill and Josh – June 21, 1978,” 
“Chloe’s Bat Mitzvah 2007,” 
“Mazel Tov Sam and Zach 2016.” 

I just don’t know what to do with 
these,” said Charna as she lifted a 
handful of commemorative yarmulkes 

from a bulging 
dresser drawer. 
“I’ve hung on to 
them for years,” 
she said, recalling 
the simchas she’s 
shared with family 
and friends. “I just 
can’t let them go.” 

Charna is not 
alone. For many 

bubbes and zaydes, the tradition of the 
personalized kipah (the Hebrew word 
for “yarmulke”) has held a place of 
honor in the treasure trove of memories 
that Jewish families hold dear. But what 
to do with a drawer full of Jewish head 
coverings? That was Charna’s ques-
tion, and creative bubbe Shirley had 
the answer. 

“I was digging through my yarmul-
ke drawer,” said Shirley, “and it came 
to me. I could use all these yarmulkes 
to make a game for my grandchildren 
and great grands.” And that’s just what 
Shirley did. One rainy afternoon when 
two of her nine great-grandchildren 
were visiting, Shirley pulled out the 
drawer and dumped about two dozen 
yarmulkes on the kitchen table. 

“You kids can each pick a yarmul-
ke,” Shirley directed, as the children, 
ages seven and nine, plowed through 
the pile, selecting a color or style that 
appealed them. “Now,” Shirley said, 
“Let’s read what’s inside.” Taking turns, 
the children read, “David’s Bar Mitzvah, 
November 10, 1988” and “Mazel Tov 

Jeffrey and Kim, July 4, 2011.” 
Now it was Shirley’s turn. “Let me 

tell you about David’s Bar Mitzvah,” 
she said. “It was twenty-nine years ago, 
when David was 13 years old. How old 
is David now?” she asked. Shirley’s 
great grandson quickly calculated that 
the David of yarmulke fame now would 
be forty-two years old.

At this juncture, Shirley, who shared 
that “David” is her nephew, offered a bit 
more information about him. “David 
lives in Arizona,” she explained. “Now 
you tell me, what do you think David 
is like?” And with yarmulke in hand, 
“David” came to life as the children 
speculated about living in Arizona, 
how hot and dry it must be, and what 
David might be doing for work and for 
recreation. 

“Put David’s yarmulke on your 
head,” Shirley instructed her great 
grandson. “Now you’re David and 

you’re all grown up. Tell us about your-
self.” As the youngster began to weave 
a fantastic story about David as a su-
perhero, bubbe Shirley phoned the real 
David and had him listen in. “The kids 
love my Yarmulke Game,” Shirley said. 
“They can create fantastic stories based 
on the tiny bit of information printed 
inside the kipah. Their imaginations run 
wild and we have a lot of fun.”

When Shirley shared the Yarmulke 

Game with her mahjong club, the ladies 
were intrigued and several gave it a try. 
Shirley recalled, “One of the girls even 
videoed her five-year-old great grand-
daughter telling an incredible story 
about a magic yarmulke that when the 
bride put it on her head, she could fly. 
The bride in the story was my friend’s 
great niece. She was tickled to see the 
video of this little one wearing the wed-
ding yarmulke and flapping her arms 
like wings!” 

Could it be that a Jewish item, 
something that among the many Jewish 
artifacts we’ve collected over the years – 
an item that might be thought of as less 
than ritually significant – really play an 
important part in sharing Yiddishkeit 
with the next generation? 

In the words of Cantor Lorel Zar-

Kessler, “We keep the memory alive by 
passing on the rituals we have received.” 
Shirley would agree, not only with the 
cantor but with a Midrash that states, 
“Looking leads to remembering and 
remembering leads to doing.”

As Shirley looked into the yarmulke 
drawer, the Midrash came alive. Pre-
cious memories returned – memories 
that can be shared creatively with future 
generations – all thanks to Shirley’s tak-
ing an action by inventing the Yarmulke 
Game.
For ten years Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
served the Aviva Campus for Senior 
Life in Sarasota as resident rabbi. 
Currently as Aviva’s Rabbi Emerita, 
she shares her experiences on Aging 
Jewishly. Contact her at Rabbi@Rabbi 
Barbara.com.

Each Tuesday afternoon, an open session of Mah Jongg 
is held at the Jewish Federation.  
 

Players must be at least advanced beginners, as no  
lessons are given.  
 

DAY: Tuesdays, 12:30~3:30 P.M. 
FEE:  $1 per week 
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Specializing in  
 outpatient hip and  
 knee replacement

The untold story of the Jewish effort  
to pass the G.I. Bill
By Anna Selman

On June 22, we celebrated the 
anniversary of the G.I. Bill, a 
historic act that was the first 

major piece of legislation dealing with 
the postwar-era challenges to come. 
With veterans coming home to already 
fully staffed factories, the G.I. Bill, of-
ficially known as the Service Member 
Readjustment Act of 1944, helped 
stop another recession by providing 
education and housing opportunities to 
veterans, allowing them to create new 
jobs and businesses in America’s new 
booming economy. However, the Jewish 
effort behind the G.I. Bill is little known 
to the public.

In 1944, there were large groups of 
World War II veterans already living in 
the United States – discharged for either 

disability or family reasons. A column 
in The Jewish Veteran explained, “Vets 
are being discharged by more than 8,000 
a week. More than a million have been 
honorably discharged since Pearl Har-
bor.” Many of these veterans brought 
with them unique postwar challenges 
similar to those war-related disabilities 
we see in today’s veterans. 

With over 50,000 Jewish World War 
II veterans discharged in 1944, the Jew-
ish War Veterans of the United States 
(JWV) was one of the first veterans 
organizations to anticipate the needs 
of the returning soldiers. Its national 
headquarters already had staff working 
on job placement, vocational training 
and treatment for disabled veterans. It 
was no surprise that when the American 

Legion announced its 
“G.I. Bill of Rights,” 
JWV was one of the 
first organizations to 
join in support of the 
legislation. 

JWV was most 
effective in its cam-
paigning and behind-
the-scenes work with 
Congressional mem-
bers. Not only did 
JWV leadership meet 
with Congressional 
leaders, the organiza-
tion also started a vig-
orous phone and let-

ter-writing campaign 
after i ts  National 
Commander, Archie 
Greenberg, called its 
membership to ac-
tion: “JWV favors S. 
1767, the so-called 
G.I. Bill of Rights, 
for World War II Vet-
erans sponsored by 
the American Legion 
and VFW. Contact 
your local congress-
man immediately and 
urge them to support 
this vital bill for veterans. Send national 
copies of all congressional letters.” 

JWV is credited with starting the 
first letter-writing campaign. “After a 
while, all the other (veteran) organiza-
tions started picking it up,” stated Past 
National JWV Commander Jerry Co-
hen. The campaign was so successful 
that the G.I. Bill passed in the next two 
months. The Director of the Ameri-
can Legion’s National Rehabilitation 
Committee recognized the JWV in an 
article, stating, “The American Legion 
is indebted for many contributions in 
men and ideas – namely, the Jewish War 
Veterans of the United States!”

However, JWV’s greatest contribu-
tion to the G.I. Bill was its aggressive 
campaigning for racial and religious 
protections to be put into the bill. JWV 
was particularly vested in promoting 
racial and religious diversity in the 
bill because there was a vast concern 
among American Jewry of a resurgence 
of anti-Semitism after the war. These 
concerns mainly stemmed from op-eds 
published in various newspapers that 
stated American Jews were responsible 
for the United States’ involvement in 
World War II. Not only did JWV want to 
show that American Jews shared in the 
burden of the fighting, JWV also gave 
credit to other minorities, particularly to 
those in the African American commu-
nity. The G.I. Bill entitlements opened 
up jobs and educational opportunities 
that would otherwise not be available 
to these groups. 

All of this would not have been 
possible without the vision and direction 
of JWV National Commander Archie 
Greenberg. His leadership and direction 

JWV National Commander Carl Singer testifies before 
the Joint House and Senate VA Committee

helped safeguard protections for veter-
ans in the future. As the debate continues 
around the G.I. Bill and veteran benefits, 
it is nice to reminisce about where we 
started, but we also need to look forward 
to all the work that needs to be done in 
the future.

This year, JWV National Com-
mander Carl Singer has made strength-
ening the G.I. Bill one of his priorities. 
He and fellow members of JWV met 
with Congressional representatives in 
February to talk about their views on 
the G.I. Bill. “Some schools have been 
taking advantage of veterans with the 
G.I. Bill because someone else is paying 
the bill. We need to provide them (ser-
vice members) with guidance on good 
schools to pick,” said Singer. JWV also 
co-signed a letter alongside 37 veterans 
organizations urging members of Con-
gress to take action on modernizing the 
current G.I. Bill. 

“JWV exists for our soldiers and 
veterans. Whether it’s visiting a single 
veteran at a nursing facility or going 
to Congress to speak on behalf of all 
veterans, we are there and we will be 
there. It is vital that we get our message 
out, not for recognition, but for support 
from the many people and organizations 
that endorse our mission,” said Singer. 

If you would like to get more in-
volved in the current G.I. Bill debate, 
please contact your local JWV chapter. 
(In Lee and Charlotte counties, contact 
Jewish War Veterans Victor Paul Tuch-
man Post 400, Commander Harvey 
Charter, 239.246.3151.)
Anna Selman is the Programs and Pub-
lic Relations Coordinator at Jewish War 
Veterans of the USA.

JWV National Commander Archie Greenberg  
honors WWII veteran and former boxer Barney Ross

continued from page 6

BRIEFS
 � As OPEC’s power over world 

oil prices declines, and as sectar-
ian war and political failure rip 
the Arab world apart, Israeli tech 
prowess and close links to the U.S. 
make it a valued partner for more 
and more of the postcolonial world. 
(Walter Russell Mead, professor of 
foreign affairs and humanities at 
Bard College, American Interest)

THINGS I LEARNED AS 
ISRAEL’S AMBASSADOR 
IN SOUTH AFRICA
Israel, for many African countries, is 
an easier model than far-off European 
or Asian countries. Tiny Israel has been 
successful in transforming from a de-
veloping to modern country in a gen-
eration.

Twice over the past year, Israel’s 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu visited Africa to share a message 
that if Israel can achieve this goal, Af-
rican states can too.

A recent survey by the University 
of Cape Town of black South Africans 
found that the vast majority had not 
even heard of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, despite the huge efforts of a 
loud and aggressive anti-Israel lobby. 
(Amb. Arthur Lenk, Daily Maverick - 
South Africa)

AMAZON RENTS 
COLOSSAL OFFICE SPACE 
IN HAIFA, TEL AVIV
E-commerce giant Amazon is expand-
ing its business in Israel and recently 
rented 37,000 square meters of space 
in Tel Aviv and Haifa, to house its new 
employees.

The Internet retailer and cloud 
services provider signed a lease with 
Azrieli Group to rent 11 floors (25,000 
square meters) of the new Azrieli Saro-
na Tower, according to a Globes report.

The Tel Aviv deal, said to be the 
largest in the city in recent years, came 
less than 24 hours after reports that 
Amazon will also rent 12,000 square 
meters in the Gav Yam building in 
Haifa.

Reports say Amazon will hire over 
2,000 new employees.

The Internet multinational bought 
local chip maker Annapurna Labs in 
2015 and added the local employees 
to its research and development team. 
That $370 million acquisition marked 
Amazon’s first purchase in Israel.

The Azrieli Sarona Tower in Tel 
Aviv contains 61 office floors. Reports 
cite that Facebook, currently in offices 
on Rothschild, could be Amazon’s new 
neighbor soon.

Amazon is also hiring talent in Is-
rael for the company’s development 
center in Herzliya. (Viva Sarah Press, 
www.isreal21c.org)

continued on next page 

ROBERT KRAFT-LED 
TRIP TO ISRAEL HAS 
PROFOUND IMPACT  
ON HALL OF FAMERS
Eighteen Pro Football Hall of Famers 
joined New England Patriots owner 
Robert Kraft on a trip to Israel on June 
13-21.

Each day, the Hall of Famers heard 
from various people in Israel, including 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

“You could hear just really how 
proud he is of his state and how resil-
ient and tough they are,” said Andre 
Reed.

Jerome Bettis said, “One thing that 
was resounding was the resolve of the 
Jewish people. The message that you 
get...was their love with the State of  
Israel, their country. But also the un-
derstanding that they were a people 
who were bashed and beaten, and they 
were able to rise and overcome it. You 
get that message with every single per-
son you meet.” (Mike Reiss, ESPN)

ISRAEL, INDIA SIGN 
SWEEPING TRADE AND 
RESEARCH AGREEMENTS
Israel and India signed a series of 
sweeping trade, commerce, and re-
search and development treaties during 
Indian Prime Minister Modi’s visit to 
Israel. Representatives from large In-
dian corporations signed trade agree-
ments in the fields of industry, security, 
energy and medicine. The two coun-
tries will collaborate on adapting Is-
raeli technologies to the extreme con-
ditions of outer space. Another treaty 
will see Israel and India establish an 
international network aimed at culti-
vating young leaders worldwide. (Ilan 
Gattegno, Israel Hayom)

MODI AND NETANYAHU 
BEGIN A BEAUTIFUL 
FRIENDSHIP
No Indian premier considered visiting 
Israel for fear of upsetting India’s Arab 
allies – and, thereby, its supply of oil 
– as well as its sizable Muslim popu-
lation. In truth, India and Israel have 
long done clandestine business. Israel 
helped India with weapons in its war 
with Pakistan in 1965. India returned 
the favor in 1967 when it gave Israel 
spare parts for its Ouragan and Mys-
tere fighter planes. Israel played a key 
role in helping India win its war with 
Pakistan in 1999, with its supply of 
Searcher-1 drones.

With the global surplus in oil and 
gas, India no longer fears an Arab 
backlash to its embrace of Israel. After 
the Yom Kippur War of 1973, the Sau-
dis ordered India to shut down Israel’s 
Consulate in Bombay or face a cutoff 
of oil. Indira Gandhi refused, and the 
country had to resort to a deal with the 
shah’s Iran that involved paying huge 
sums into a slush fund for a senior 
member of the shah’s household.

The world’s biggest democracy 
is now unabashedly in Israel’s corner. 
Modi and Netanyahu have formally 
acknowledged a civilizational bond 
between two peoples that share many 
of the same values and all of the same 
fears. India and Israel are allies for the 
long haul. (Tunku Varadarajan, Wall 
Street Journal)

INDIA GIVES ISRAEL  
A FIRM EMBRACE
Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel reflects 
deep changes in India’s domestic poli-
tics. Traditional opponents of a closer 
India-Israel relationship have lost in 
the court of public opinion. Modi’s vis-
it to Israel was possible because he is 
on the winning side of a debate at home 
about the Jewish state.

The leaders of India in the early 
decades of independence showed no 
love for Israel. While his country was 
still a British colony, Jawaharlal Nehru 
opposed the 1917 Balfour Declaration 
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2674 Winkler Avenue • Fort Myers, FL 33901 
239-275-7800

www.ThePalmsAtFortMyers.com
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING

MEMORY CARE • REHABILITATION 
Assisted Living Facility License  #AL07269

©2017 Five Star Senior Living
Pet

Friendly

What does exceptional senior living mean to you? 
At The Palms of Fort Myers it means a lifestyle 
where 24-hour Five Star service meets a world of
opportunities. Savor a delicious meal prepared for
you by our culinary team or whip up something
special in your own kitchen. Take an exercise 
class with your neighbors or start your day with 
our Coffee and Crosswords group. Our lifestyle is
designed for the way you live.

DISCOVER:
• Month-to-month rental community 

• Five Star Dining Experience, featuring Signature
recipes

• Lifestyle360 program offering a full-schedule of
activities

• Variety of in-house religious services

• Scheduled local transportation for medical
appointments and shopping

• 24-hour care available, should your needs change

• Exceptional senior living experiences

CALL TO SEE HOW YOU CAN LIVE THE
EXCEPTIONAL LIFE TODAY!

DISCOVER WHAT
IT’S LIKE TO HAVE
AN EXCEPTIONAL
DAY, EVERY DAY.
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ROBERT KRAFT-LED 
TRIP TO ISRAEL HAS 
PROFOUND IMPACT  
ON HALL OF FAMERS
Eighteen Pro Football Hall of Famers 
joined New England Patriots owner 
Robert Kraft on a trip to Israel on June 
13-21.

Each day, the Hall of Famers heard 
from various people in Israel, including 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

“You could hear just really how 
proud he is of his state and how resil-
ient and tough they are,” said Andre 
Reed.

Jerome Bettis said, “One thing that 
was resounding was the resolve of the 
Jewish people. The message that you 
get...was their love with the State of  
Israel, their country. But also the un-
derstanding that they were a people 
who were bashed and beaten, and they 
were able to rise and overcome it. You 
get that message with every single per-
son you meet.” (Mike Reiss, ESPN)

ISRAEL, INDIA SIGN 
SWEEPING TRADE AND 
RESEARCH AGREEMENTS
Israel and India signed a series of 
sweeping trade, commerce, and re-
search and development treaties during 
Indian Prime Minister Modi’s visit to 
Israel. Representatives from large In-
dian corporations signed trade agree-
ments in the fields of industry, security, 
energy and medicine. The two coun-
tries will collaborate on adapting Is-
raeli technologies to the extreme con-
ditions of outer space. Another treaty 
will see Israel and India establish an 
international network aimed at culti-
vating young leaders worldwide. (Ilan 
Gattegno, Israel Hayom)

MODI AND NETANYAHU 
BEGIN A BEAUTIFUL 
FRIENDSHIP
No Indian premier considered visiting 
Israel for fear of upsetting India’s Arab 
allies – and, thereby, its supply of oil 
– as well as its sizable Muslim popu-
lation. In truth, India and Israel have 
long done clandestine business. Israel 
helped India with weapons in its war 
with Pakistan in 1965. India returned 
the favor in 1967 when it gave Israel 
spare parts for its Ouragan and Mys-
tere fighter planes. Israel played a key 
role in helping India win its war with 
Pakistan in 1999, with its supply of 
Searcher-1 drones.

With the global surplus in oil and 
gas, India no longer fears an Arab 
backlash to its embrace of Israel. After 
the Yom Kippur War of 1973, the Sau-
dis ordered India to shut down Israel’s 
Consulate in Bombay or face a cutoff 
of oil. Indira Gandhi refused, and the 
country had to resort to a deal with the 
shah’s Iran that involved paying huge 
sums into a slush fund for a senior 
member of the shah’s household.

The world’s biggest democracy 
is now unabashedly in Israel’s corner. 
Modi and Netanyahu have formally 
acknowledged a civilizational bond 
between two peoples that share many 
of the same values and all of the same 
fears. India and Israel are allies for the 
long haul. (Tunku Varadarajan, Wall 
Street Journal)

INDIA GIVES ISRAEL  
A FIRM EMBRACE
Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel reflects 
deep changes in India’s domestic poli-
tics. Traditional opponents of a closer 
India-Israel relationship have lost in 
the court of public opinion. Modi’s vis-
it to Israel was possible because he is 
on the winning side of a debate at home 
about the Jewish state.

The leaders of India in the early 
decades of independence showed no 
love for Israel. While his country was 
still a British colony, Jawaharlal Nehru 
opposed the 1917 Balfour Declaration 

in which the British opened the door to 
a national home for the Jewish people 
in Palestine. Three decades later, after 
Nehru became prime minister, India 
opposed the 1948 creation of Israel at 
the UN. New Delhi only recognized 
the Jewish state in 1950, and didn’t 
establish full diplomatic relations until 
more than four decades later.

Today, many middle-class Indians 
view Israel not as the neocolonial op-
pressor of caricature, but as Americans 
do: a plucky country surrounded by 
dangerous neighbors that has thrived 
against the odds. Some are also at-
tracted to Jewish civilization because, 
like Hinduism, it predates Islam and 
Christianity.

A 2009 survey by the Israeli For-
eign Ministry found India to be the 
most pro-Israel of those countries sur-
veyed, ahead even of the U.S. The no-
tion of slowing down India-Israel ties 
out of deference to either pan-Islamic 
sentiment worldwide or domestic Mus-
lim sentiment finds few takers. (Sadan-
and Dhume, Wall Street Journal)

ISRAEL’S PIVOT TO ASIA
Israel sees developing cooperation with 
the Asia-Pacific region as one of its top 
priorities. Asia accounted for 26% of 
Israeli imports and 22% of its exports 
in 2016, compared with the EU’s share 
of 43% of Israeli imports and 29% of 
its exports in the same period. Trade 
with Asia rose to $33 billion from $23 
billion in 2010.

Israel is negotiating free-trade 
agreements with China, India, South 
Korea and Vietnam. It also is trying 
to meet Asia’s increasing demand for 
advanced technology in sectors such 
as agriculture, water management and 
high tech.

In 2016, bilateral trade with China 
amounted to $16 billion, with intense 
cooperation developing in advanced 
technologies. Israel has joined the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, 
which supports China’s “Belt and 
Road” initiative. China is involved in 
major infrastructure projects in Israel, 
including the construction of the Eilat-
Ashdod railway and the expansion of 
the ports of Haifa and Ashdod. (Michal 
Wojnarowicz, Polish Institute of Inter-
national Affairs)

WHY ISRAEL IS SAVING 
SYRIAN REBELS
On a hospital bed at the Ziv Medical 
Center in Safed, Israel, a Syrian rebel 
called Ramadan told me: “All my life 
I was told Israel is my enemy. I grew 
up like that, to believe that Israel is the 
devil. But all the world is against us, 
and only Israel is our friend. The world 
is killing us. Israel is saving us.”

More than 3,000 Syrians have 
been taken in by Israeli hospitals over 
the past four years.

When the Syrians are discharged 
from the hospitals and brought back to 
the Syrian border, great care is taken 
to conceal the Israeli origin of every-
thing in the “care packages” they’re 
given. No Hebrew lettering on medica-
tions. No evidence of Israeli origin on 
anything. (Terry Glavin, (Maclean’s - 
Canada)

HOW MARGARET 
THATCHER’S FAMILY 
SHELTERED AN  
AUSTRIAN JEW DURING 
THE HOLOCAUST 
In 1939, Edith Muhlbauer, 17, lived in 
Vienna. The year before, the German 
Wehrmacht had crossed the border and, 
without a shot being fired, occupied 
Austria. The Nuremberg Laws were ap-
plied to Austria, Jews were stripped of 
their citizenship, and the doors to many 
professions barred to them. On Nov. 9, 
1938 (Kristallnacht), all but one of Vi-
enna’s 42 synagogues were burned to 
the ground. Mobs attacked and looted 
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Brief...continued from page 13
shops owned by Jews. The police re-
sponded by arresting 8,000 Jews, send-
ing 5,000 of them to Dachau.

Edith wrote to her English pen pal, 
Muriel Roberts, asking if she could 
come and stay. Muriel’s father Alfred 
was keen to help. At his local Rotary 
club, he read out an appeal by Edith’s 
father. His fellow Rotarians agreed 
to pay Edith’s travel, to provide her a 
guinea-a-week pocket money and to 
each host the teenager in their homes 
for a month or so.

Edith arrived in Grantham, a pro-
vincial Middle England town, and met 
Muriel and her 13-year-old sister, Mar-
garet – who, 40 years later, would en-
ter No. 10 Downing Street as Britain’s 
first female prime minister. Years lat-
er, Margaret Thatcher recalled Edith. 
“She told us what it was like to live as 
a Jew under an anti-Semitic regime. 
One thing stuck in my mind: the Jews, 
she said, were being made to scrub the 
streets.” (Robert Philpot, Times of Is-
rael)

HALEY CALLS UNESCO 
HEBRON MOTION “AN 
AFFRONT TO HISTORY,” 
SAYS U.S. TO REVIEW TIES
On Friday, July 7, U.S. Ambassador to 
the UN Nikki Haley said, “UNESCO 
has voted to designate the Old City of 

Hebron and the Tomb of the Patriarchs 
as part of Palestinian territory and a 
World Heritage site despite protests 
by the United States, Israel and other 
countries. The UNESCO vote on He-
bron is tragic on several levels. It rep-
resents an affront to history. It under-
mines the trust that is needed for the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process to be 
successful. And it further discredits an 
already highly questionable UN agen-
cy. Today’s vote does no one any good 
and causes much harm.”

In 2011, the U.S. stopped funding 
UNESCO after it admitted the Pal-
estinians as a Member State, but it is 
still on the Executive Board. The U.S. 
is currently evaluating the appropriate 
level of its continued engagement at 
UNESCO. (U.S. Mission to the UN)

ISRAEL CONSTRUCTING 
UNDERGROUND BARRIER 
TO THWART ATTACK 
TUNNELS FROM GAZA
The Defense Ministry is constructing a 
concrete barrier to run the length of the 
Gaza border and prevent Hamas from 
tunneling into Israel.

The 65-km. Gaza fence is to be 
completed by late 2018 or early 2019. 
The barrier will include heavy concrete 
slabs strengthened with iron rods and 
equipped with sensors that will be in-

serted dozens of meters underground.
Above ground, a 6- to 8-meter wire 

fence armed with sensors and cameras 
will be erected. The work will be ac-
celerated this summer.

Israel believes there are currently 
15 Hamas attack tunnels leading to Is-
rael. When it has the intelligence and 
the opportunity, it has bombed them, 
such as during retaliatory strikes after 
renegade groups in Gaza fire rockets 
into Israel. (Yossi Melman, Jerusalem 
Post)

ISRAEL BUYING COPTER 
DRONES FOR URBAN 
WARFARE
The Israeli military is buying small 
multi-rotor drones modified to carry a 
machine gun, a grenade launcher and 
a variety of other weapons to fight to-
morrow’s urban warfare battles. Lt. 
Col. Raziel “Razi” Atuar, a 20-year 
veteran of the Israeli military and a 
reservist in the Israeli Special Forces, 

co-founded Duke Robotics in 2014 
along with a paratrooper-turned-ro-
botic engineer and another IDF buddy. 
He says he was tired of watching his 
comrades die in chaotic street battles. 
A former battalion commander, Atuar 
fought in several Israeli urban warfare 
operations, including the 2014 opera-
tion in Gaza – the kind the U.S. mili-
tary believes will typify fighting in the 
decades ahead.

Because of recoil when a weapon 
is fired, a quadcopter hovering in the 
air will likely be knocked out of posi-
tion. If you rig a pistol to a quadcopter, 
the drone will move chaotically with 
every shot. The TIKAD drone made by 
the Florida startup distributes the back-
ward momentum in a way that keeps 
the vehicle stationary in the air. In 
2015, Israeli Special Forces took out a 
target with a sniper rifle mounted on an 
off-the-shelf consumer drone supplied 
by Duke Robotics. (Patrick Tucker, 
Defense One)
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Wonder women
By Jean Campaiola Harris, July 5, 2017

COMMENTARY BRIEFS

Have you seen Wonder Woman 
yet? I give it two thumbs up 
– one thumb for an obvious 

reason, and one for a not-so-obvious 
reason.

The obvious reason is that it is a 
fun movie. But my second thumb is up 
because I found Jewish themes running 
through it, and not simply because the 
star is Israeli actress Gal Gadot. By the 
end, I was thinking of real-life heroines 
who safeguard Israel every day.

So even if a comic book story is 
not exactly your thing, bear with me 
and see if these Jewish themes resonate 
for you. 

Wonder Woman is a character in 
the DC Comics stable, much like Bat-
man and Superman. Her backstory is 
taken from Greek mythology: she is 
Princess Diana, daughter of the Queen 
of the Amazons. The god Zeus created 
the Amazons to defeat Ares, the god of 
war, and to restore peace to the world. 
It is a kind of kabbalistic idea – the spe-
cial people created by G-d to repair the 
broken, war-torn world.

So Diana is raised on an island 
of Amazon women, and is cherished 
by her mother, the Queen. She is a 
spunky, curious child, who desperately 
wants to be instructed in combat, but 
her mother forbids this, fearing for the 
child’s safety.

Circumstances, however, compel 
her to fight. As she leaves home, she 
says to her mother (imagine these lines 
spoken with a distinctively Israeli ac-
cent), “I cannot stand by while inno-
cent lives are lost. I’m willing to fight 
for those who cannot fight for them-
selves. Who will I be if I stay home?” 
Do not stand idly by while another’s 
blood is spilled. Protect the orphan, the 
stranger, the widow. If I am only for my-
self who am I? Does any of this sound 
familiar? Maybe the screenwriters are 
familiar with the Torah and Talmud?

Throughout the movie, Diana re-

ISRAEL, THE ARAB STATES, 
AND THE PROSPECTS FOR 
NORMALIZATION
The strategic rapprochement between 
Israel and some Arab states is unde-
niable, and behind-the-scenes coop-
eration is now greater than ever. But 
having spent much of the past several 
months in Israel and in Arab capitals, 
I believe that the hopes being placed 
on normalization are misplaced. If the 
Trump administration is looking to the 
Arabs for a shortcut on the Palestinian 
issue – or thinks Israel can establish 
closer relations with the Arabs without 
addressing that issue – it is likely to be 
disappointed.

The main obstacle to Arab gov-
ernments working openly with Israel 
stems from their own political weak-
ness. Facing massive domestic and 
foreign policy challenges, they simply 
cannot afford to spend valuable politi-
cal capital defending a rapprochement 
with Israel that most of their citizens 
would consider a betrayal of the still-
popular Palestinian cause.

On top of that, at a time of an in-
tense competition with Iran, the Gulf 
Arabs and especially Saudi Arabia will 
not want to cede the Palestinian issue 

Like bits of colored glass, we’re all unique and beautiful

By Abigail Klein Leichman, ISRAEL21c, www.israel21c.org, July 4, 2017

Classroom program fosters acceptance between Ethiopian and native Israelis,  
Arabs and Jews, religious and secular, special-ed and general-ed students.

The colorful bits in a kaleido-
scope whirl into ever-changing 
patterns, each one distinct as it 

complements the others.
Schoolchildren participating in the 

Kaleidoscope program in Israeli class-
rooms are encouraged to consider how 
the pieces they see in the kaleidoscope 
reflect internal and interpersonal diversi-
ties in identities, emotions and cultures.

“Sometimes they live in harmony 
and create beautiful shapes and some-
times they don’t,” says Kaleidoscope 
founding director Chana Reifman 
Zweiter.

The classroom-based program 
teaches problem-solving, collabora-
tion, self-awareness and other social 
and emotional skills proven by research 
to form the foundation of respect be-
tween people of different backgrounds, 
Zweiter tells ISRAEL21c.

“We work in city-wide initiatives, 
implementing the approach in early 
childhood and continuing through ju-

nior high school just like other subject 
areas,” Zweiter says.

“While most other organizations 
focus on relationships between specific 

cultures, Kaleidoscope is adapted to ad-
dress acceptance between Ethiopian and 
native Israelis, Arabs and Jews, religious 
and secular, students of the special and 
general education tracks, Christians and 
Jews,” she explains.

Since 1991, Kaleidoscope has 
touched approximately 40,000 students, 
educators and parents throughout Israel. 
This year, about 1,200 students from 
early childhood through junior high 
school participated, and 45 educators in 
Jerusalem, Lod, Ramla and Acre (Akko) 
were trained to facilitate Kaleidoscope 
in their classrooms.
Kaleidoscope in action
The phased program starts with that 
first look into a kaleidoscope to foster 
an appreciation of the beauty of differ-
ences. The children have four or five 
workshops in their own schools to de-
velop the self-awareness, empathy and 
reflection critical to accepting others.

They then meet children from other 
schools and cultures about five times 

over the course of 
the year, where they 
apply these social 
skills in interac-
tive programming 
that helps them feel 
comfortable with 
one another.

At one meeting 
of seventh-graders 
f r o m  A r a b  a n d 
Jewish schools in 
Acre, participants 

were paired and assigned a task to 
complete while tied together with 
rope in order to experience inter-
dependency. During another paired  

activity, they got a piece of paper to 
draw on separately. By the second or 
third time, their pictures are no longer 
separate but cooperative.

“One pair drew a picture of Acre 
with writing in Hebrew and Arabic say-
ing ‘This is our city,’” Zweiter relates.

Wafeed Mansur, principal of the 
640-student Hilmi 
Shaafi junior high 
school in Acre, be-
lieves Kaleidoscope 
is responsible for halt-
ing afterschool hostili-
ties that used to arise 
between his mostly 
Muslim Arab pupils 
and Jewish kids in the 
mixed northern city.

“We’ve been do-
ing Kaleidoscope al-
most 10 years. We started with small 
meetings between teachers and princi-
pals and eventually added two or three 
classes,” Mansur tells ISRAEL21c.

“To tell you the truth, it was a little 
tough at the beginning because many 
[participants] couldn’t manage to see a 
Jew or an Arab as someone they could 
talk to. We kept insisting the meetings 
should go on and they started to express 
their ideas and their fears, too. Since 
they discovered the qualities of the 
other side, the humanity of the other 
side, and personalities that could hear 
and deal with their opinions, it has been 
very beneficial,” says Mansur. “I haven’t 
heard of any problems in the last six or 
seven years.”

Zweiter says that outside evalua-
tions have shown Kaleidoscope partici-
pants to be more open to meeting indi-
viduals of cultures they don’t know than 
are their peers who do not participate.

Kaleidoscope’s documented suc-
cess in changing attitudes has won it 
support from private and public agen-
cies including USAID and the Israeli 
ministries of education and absorption.

Zweiter shares Kaleidoscope cur-
ricula in workshops and lectures in-
ternationally, and received the Bonei 
Zion Award at the Knesset in 2015 for 
her contribution to diversity education 
in Israel.
Social inclusion
Before moving to Israel from New York 
in 1991, Zweiter founded and directed 
the Yachad program, integrating Jewish 
youth with special needs into the greater 
Jewish community.

“My dream was to apply my expe-
rience in social inclusion into the com-
munity here in Israel,” she says.

In February 1992, she founded an 
organization that established afterschool 
art, music and sports clubs for special-
needs and mainstream kids in Ramla, 

Lod and Jerusalem. The following 
year, one school asked if the program 
could address the influx of Ethiopian 
immigrants who were feeling socially 
isolated.

“I did not take for granted that the 
program would work with the inclusion 
of a different population, so I really 

studied the Ethiopian culture before 
establishing in-class social activities to 
foster togetherness of different popula-
tions,” says Zweiter.

From there, her approach was 
adapted to help integrate Jews and 
Arabs, and religious and secular Jew-
ish children in different parts of Israel, 
during the regular school day.

“Around 1998 we adopted the idea 
of the kaleidoscope because it was 
symbolic of the different cultures and 
the positive aspects,” she says.

Kaleidoscope rents an office at the 
Ministry of Education’s Center for Pro-
fessional Development in Lod. About a 
dozen facilitators train educators from 
participating schools.

“We learned that teachers need a lot 
of professional development. One of the 
main findings in our yearly evaluations 
is that the teachers increased their will-
ingness to participate and to continue 
with the programming in subsequent 
years,” says Zweiter.

“This year we had early-childhood 
teachers from east and west Jerusalem 
who said Kaleidoscope helped break 
stigmas and stereotypes. At first they 
didn’t think it would work but gradually 
they established relationships.”

Mansur, the principal in Acre, says 
attitudes and beliefs often are far apart. 
“Unless we can bridge these differences 
we will never be as equal as we can be. 
Kaleidoscope provides the tools and the 
leadership to do this.”

For more information, visit http://
kaleidoscope.org.il/.
Abigail Klein Leichman is a writer and 
associate editor at ISRAEL21c. Prior 
to moving to Israel in 2007, she was 
a specialty writer and copy editor at a 
daily newspaper in New Jersey and has 
freelanced for a variety of newspapers 
and periodicals since 1984.

Image by Rudmer Zwerver/Shutterstock.com

Children learn to appreciate the beauty of differences  
by looking in kaleidoscopes (photo courtesy of Kaleidoscope)
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Wonder women
By Jean Campaiola Harris, July 5, 2017

COMMENTARY BRIEFS

Have you seen Wonder Woman 
yet? I give it two thumbs up 
– one thumb for an obvious 

reason, and one for a not-so-obvious 
reason.

The obvious reason is that it is a 
fun movie. But my second thumb is up 
because I found Jewish themes running 
through it, and not simply because the 
star is Israeli actress Gal Gadot. By the 
end, I was thinking of real-life heroines 
who safeguard Israel every day.

So even if a comic book story is 
not exactly your thing, bear with me 
and see if these Jewish themes resonate 
for you. 

Wonder Woman is a character in 
the DC Comics stable, much like Bat-
man and Superman. Her backstory is 
taken from Greek mythology: she is 
Princess Diana, daughter of the Queen 
of the Amazons. The god Zeus created 
the Amazons to defeat Ares, the god of 
war, and to restore peace to the world. 
It is a kind of kabbalistic idea – the spe-
cial people created by G-d to repair the 
broken, war-torn world.

So Diana is raised on an island 
of Amazon women, and is cherished 
by her mother, the Queen. She is a 
spunky, curious child, who desperately 
wants to be instructed in combat, but 
her mother forbids this, fearing for the 
child’s safety.

Circumstances, however, compel 
her to fight. As she leaves home, she 
says to her mother (imagine these lines 
spoken with a distinctively Israeli ac-
cent), “I cannot stand by while inno-
cent lives are lost. I’m willing to fight 
for those who cannot fight for them-
selves. Who will I be if I stay home?” 
Do not stand idly by while another’s 
blood is spilled. Protect the orphan, the 
stranger, the widow. If I am only for my-
self who am I? Does any of this sound 
familiar? Maybe the screenwriters are 
familiar with the Torah and Talmud?

Throughout the movie, Diana re-

peats that her sacred duty is to kill 
Ares and rid the world of war. You can 
hear an echo of the biblical command-
ment to King Saul to rid the world of 
Amelek, once and for all. We cannot 
know if our history might have been 
different if Saul had done so, but it re-
mains a commandment for all time for 
us to remember Amelek and what he 
did to our people.

The movie is set during World War 
I. Though Diana is on the side of the 
Allies, she is also fighting British ap-
peasement. Her companion has devel-
oped a bold plan to save thousands of 
lives, but a pompous British general 
vetoes the plan, meaning innocents 
will likely die. Diana upbraids him: 
“Where I come from, generals don’t 
hide in their offices! They die on the 
battlefield!” 

Where she comes from – Rosh 
Ha’ayin – is in central Israel. Gadot, 
in addition to being Miss Israel 2004, 
served in the Israel Defense Forces 
for two years as a combat trainer. It is 
fairly obvious when you see her athlet-
icism and intensity on the big screen.

This is probably not true for most 
moviegoers, but for me, her words 
have special impact because the place 
where she comes from is Israel. Fur-
ther, the generals she knows lead the 
most moral fighting force in the world, 
the IDF. This army, as we know, is a 
defense force, not an army of conquest. 
Its mission is to protect its people, and 
protect all innocents. It does not seek 
war, but is prepared for it. Its code of 
ethics is derived from our holy teach-
ings.

So with these Jewish themes, 
spoken in this uniquely Israeli accent 
knocking around in my head, I could 
not help but think of the real wonder 
women of our day – those who desire 
peace, but are called upon to defend 
their people.

Specifically, I remember Hadas 

Malka. She was the 23-year-old Bor-
der Patrol Guard who was killed by a 
Palestinian terrorist while guarding the 
Damascus Gate on June 16. Many of 
us have passed by guards like Hadas 
as we enter the Old City to pray at Ju-
daism’s most holy site, the Kotel. We 
have seen the sweet photo she took 
of herself and sent to her family and 
friends moments before she was mur-
dered. “Shabbat Shalom to my loving 
friends,” she texted on her last Friday 
afternoon.

The YouTube video of her funeral 
on Mount Herzl shows thousands of 
mourners. The eulogies by her father 
David and younger sister Shaked are 
heartbreaking. You hear of a beloved 
daughter and an adored big sister. But 
she was a warrior too. Hadas had com-
pleted her military service in the Navy 
and had no further obligation, yet went 
through combat training to become a 
member of the Border Police specifi-
cally to help protect Jerusalem. One of 
her friends told a TV reporter exactly 
what I was thinking: “She was a real 
life Wonder Woman.” Only without the 
superpowers. 

When three Palestinian terrorists 
from the West Bank carried out an at-
tack with machine guns, pipe bombs 
and knives, Hadas didn’t have a magic 
sword, shield or those shiny arm guards 
to deflect their bullets and blades. She 
fought with her murderer as he stabbed 
her in the neck, and she died later that 
day at Hadassah Hospital.

Since the 1990s, when women first 
began serving in combat with the Bor-
der Police, there was one all-female 
company called Hanit (Spear). That 
company’s name was later changed to 
Hadar, in honor of Border Police Cpl. 

Hadar Cohen, who was killed at age 19 
in February 2016 fighting terrorists at 
that same Damascus Gate in Jerusalem. 

When Cohen was killed just last 
year, Hadas Malka posted on Face-
book: “We are all Border Patrol. In 
memory of the warrior heroine Hadar 
Cohen.” It is overwhelmingly sad to 
read this post knowing Hadas would 
give her life too, in the very same way, 
just over one year later. You may look 
it up on Facebook. Her family has left 
her page up to preserve her memory.

The Israeli papers say that applica-
tions to the Border Patrol are up and 
surpass applications for even the elite 
units and paratroopers brigade. Young 
Israelis compete for the privilege of 
doing the dangerous job that Hadas 
Malka and Hadar Cohen did. 

These wonderful women, and 
men, deserve our deepest respect for 
their service. Because Israeli women 
serve as the men do, in virtually every 
role, including fighter pilot and combat 
soldier, maybe little Israeli girls don’t 
need movie superheroes like we Amer-
icans do to inspire courage, strength 
and sacrifice. Maybe they grow up 
with wonder women around them all 
the time and it is only natural for the 
best of them to compete for the danger-
ous duty of protecting their people.

So by all means, see the movie. 
Enjoy an escapist summer fantasy, and 
tell me if you feel the Jewish themes 
too. But most importantly, honor and 
pray for the safety of those wonder-
ful men and women who see it as their 
sacred duty to protect Israel, even if it 
means they must pay with their lives. 
They are truly the wonder of our peo-
ple. May their memories be for a bless-
ing.

ISRAEL, THE ARAB STATES, 
AND THE PROSPECTS FOR 
NORMALIZATION
The strategic rapprochement between 
Israel and some Arab states is unde-
niable, and behind-the-scenes coop-
eration is now greater than ever. But 
having spent much of the past several 
months in Israel and in Arab capitals, 
I believe that the hopes being placed 
on normalization are misplaced. If the 
Trump administration is looking to the 
Arabs for a shortcut on the Palestinian 
issue – or thinks Israel can establish 
closer relations with the Arabs without 
addressing that issue – it is likely to be 
disappointed.

The main obstacle to Arab gov-
ernments working openly with Israel 
stems from their own political weak-
ness. Facing massive domestic and 
foreign policy challenges, they simply 
cannot afford to spend valuable politi-
cal capital defending a rapprochement 
with Israel that most of their citizens 
would consider a betrayal of the still-
popular Palestinian cause.

On top of that, at a time of an in-
tense competition with Iran, the Gulf 
Arabs and especially Saudi Arabia will 
not want to cede the Palestinian issue 

to their rivals in Tehran, who would be 
sure to denounce Riyadh for any public 
rapprochement with Israel. Moreover, 
since the Arab states are already get-
ting most of what they need from Israel 
quietly with regard to intelligence, mil-
itary and economic cooperation, they 
have little incentive to expand overt 
ties with Israel. (Philip H. Gordon, se-
nior fellow at the Council on Foreign 
Relations, Washington Post)

HOW REPORTING FROM 
ISRAEL CHANGED MY 
WORLDVIEW
In 2015, I moved to Jerusalem as a 
freelance reporter and quickly started 
selling stories to news outlets in the 
U.S., the UK and Australia, as well as 
for Al Jazeera English. One afternoon 
I went to cover a Palestinian protest at 
an Israeli-run prison near Ramallah. I 
fell in with a group of about 100 Pales-
tinian demonstrators as they marched 
toward the prison, where they were 
met by a half dozen Israeli soldiers.

The Palestinians quickly set up a 
roadblock of burning tires to prevent 
the Israelis from escaping. More and 
more protesters arrived, swarming over 

November 10 - 13, 2017

Join Us!
The Diplomat Resort & Spa 

3555 S. Ocean Drive ∙ Hollywood, FL 33019

Honoring José María Aznar, Spain’s Former President, 
with the Esteemed Shalom Peace Award

JNF’S NATIONAL CONFERENCE is the premiere annual event in Jewish 
philanthropy, bringing together more than 1,000 committed Jewish and 

Israeli leaders, philanthropists, and college and high school students from 
across the U.S. and Israel to learn about the key issues of the day. 

Register Today at jnf.org/nc

MORE INFORMATION  
Contact Amy Penchansky at apenchansky@jnf.org or 516.678.6805 x804.

South

Thank You To Our Sponsors
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Like bits of colored glass, we’re all unique and beautiful

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!

Send your letters & comments to LChayim36@gmail.com.
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. Letters 
should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/
or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its 
advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received. 
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Modern matriarchs  
and patriarchs

For a continuously updated 
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

Genesis ends where it began – in 
exile, expulsion from the Gar-
den of Eden and on the thresh-

old of bondage in Egypt. Many rabbis 
rightly describe the period in between 
as a Golden Age where we were intro-

duced to the great 
patriarchs and matri-
archs of our religion.

What was their 
role? To preside over 
and guide change, 
following God’s own 
evolving model.

And what did 
they achieve? They 
ended idol worship, 

there were no more human sacrifices, 
and gradual enfranchisement of women.

But then with the death of the third 
patriarch, Jacob, and his dying request 
not to be buried in Egypt, the Book of 
Genesis concludes.

Shortly thereafter, Moses is chosen 
leader of the Jewish people, but he is 
not conceived of or announced as one 
of the patriarchs. So what is the succes-
sion process and personage?

There were three who took over 

 Rabbi 
    Devora 
    Buchen

Avoid becoming that 
which you oppose
There were two types of syna-

gogue speakers in the tradi-
tional Jewish communities of 

Eastern and Central Europe. The most 
famous kind was called the “Maggid” 
(literally, the “discourser”); less well-

known was the “Dar-
shan” (the “exposi-
tor”).

Generally, the 
Maggid employed 
folktales, parables 
and allegories to 
drive home moral 
life lessons and ethi-
cal values, known as 
“Musar.” 

The learned and more formally 
trained Darshan would more often 
draw upon ancient Rabbinic sources 
like the Talmud, Midrash and classi-
cal commentators such as Rashi and 
Ibn Ezra to “drill down” into biblical 
passages, often with an eye on proper 
Halakhic practice. (If the last sentence 
seemed overly technical and tedious to 
you, then you can appreciate why the 
Maggid was a lot more popular than 
the Darshan!)

While the early Maggidim could 
be very entertaining, often their mes-
sage had a very sharp moral edge 
pointed at the rabbis and “elders” who 
literally ruled their local communities. 
In return, these anti-authoritarian Mag-
gidim were viewed as loose cannons or 
even threats to the local Jewish power 
structure, which often pushed back 
very hard and sometimes with more 
than words.

Employing not-so-veiled parables, 
the earlier generations of Maggidim 
condemned avarice, nepotism, elit-
ism and, above all, slanderous gossip 
among those who claimed to be punc-
tilious regarding the technicalities of 
Jewish law while seemingly missing 
its heart.

However, as you might imagine, as 

these Maggidim became more famous 
and started to attract their own follow-
ings, many devolved from poor itiner-
ant folksy preachers into powerful and 
even wealthy authorities of their own, 
thus becoming the thing they set out to 
oppose – a Jewish iteration of Animal 
Farm.

The fate of the Maggid three centu-
ries ago naturally raises this question: 
How do you avoid becoming the thing 
you found most objectionable earlier 
on? How do you keep from “selling 
out” without being aware of it until it 
is seemingly too late? 

Of course, this conundrum only 
applies to those rare types with a spe-
cial fire within them, those who are 
helplessly driven by Micah’s immortal 
admonition to “do justly, show mercy 
and walk humbly with Adonai your 
God” (Micah 6:8). 

While most of us try to be good, 
decent people, especially to our fami-
lies and friends, we are content to live 
a yeoman’s grounded life of trying to 
make ourselves useful by doing our 
jobs, collecting our pay and “going 
along in order to get along.” Such folks 
don’t face the challenge of not becom-
ing that which they oppose since they 
are not principally opposed to all that 
much to begin with, as long as it doesn’t 
conflict with their stolid existences.

But for those unhappy few who are 
driven to expect more of themselves 
and their world, the only way to avoid 
becoming that which you oppose is 
to stop opposing it and take yourself 
to a higher level by detaching from 
the struggle with people you find ob-
jectionable, spreading your wings and 
learning to soar on the “ru’ah” of your 
vision and values.

After all, “eagles don’t hunt mos-
quitoes.”
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.

 Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond

Earn CAS Credits
Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist

Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 
Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

A progressive perspective 
on Tisha B’Av
The Ninth day of the Hebrew 

month of Av, Tisha B’Av, is a 
day when traditional Jews fast 

in memory of the magnificent Temples 
of Jerusalem which were destroyed, by 
the Babylonians in 586 BCE and then 
by the Romans in 70 CE. 

Tisha B’Av also 
commemorates other 
historical tragedies 
associated with that 
date: the beginning 
of the first Crusade in 
1095, a time of per-
secution and slaugh-
ter of the Jews of 
Europe, in 1290 the 
expulsion of Jews 

from England, the expulsion of Jews 
from Spain in 1492, and the outbreak 
of World War I in 1914.

I had never heard of Tisha B’Av 
until I was twelve and participating in 
the inaugural season of the Camp In-
stitute for Living Judaism (later to be 
renamed Eisner) in Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts. Since then I have strug-
gled with the significance of this day 
for me as a Reform Jew.

The destruction of the two Temples 
and the exile of Jews from our sacred 
land were occasions of death and suf-
fering, so sorrow is appropriate. Cer-
tainly, all the other historical tragedies 
associated with that date are important 
to remember too.

On the other hand, the destruction 
of the Temple ended the control over 
Jewish life of a hereditary priestly class 
and ended animal sacrifice as our chief 
way of communicating with God. Only 
ultra-Orthodox Jews would like to see 
the Temple, ruling priests and animal 
sacrifice restored.

Although it was tragic in its day, 
the destruction of the Temple liberated 
Judaism to become what we treasure 
today, a religion based on the study of 
Torah, of prayer and of acts of kindness 
and compassion. The vibrancy and 

strength of the Jewish people attest to 
the wisdom of what we have become, 
not what we once were. Now Tisha 
B’Av, in the age of a renewed Jewish 
Nation in Israel, can signal hope and 
optimism as well as one of remem-
brance and sorrow.

How can we reconcile the remem-
brance of genuine tragedy with the 
growth and development of the Juda-
ism that the destruction of the Temple 
made possible? 

I observe a fast on Tisha B’Av until 
mid-day. During that time, I study the 
traditional text for the day, the Book 
of Lamentations. At one o’clock I par-
take of a mid-day meal, grateful for 
today’s Judaism that no longer slaugh-
ters animals and sprinkles their blood 
as a sign of gratitude or as a petition 
to God. I celebrate the fact that a Juda-
ism without the Temple and its heredi-
tary priestly class has been replaced by 
a Judaism that through study, prayers 
and acts of kindness beckons each of 
us in our own way to make the world a 
better place.

Tisha B’Av for me is also the day 
when I begin preparing for the period 
of introspection culminating in the rit-
uals of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kip-
pur. Impetus for beginning the process 
of repentance comes from the middle 
of the Book of Lamentations.

“Let us search and examine our 
ways and return to the Eternal One!” 
(Lamentations 3:40)

For Jews today, Tisha B’Av can be 
both a day of mourning and a day of 
joy. We mourn for the destruction of 
the Temple, but we rejoice that we have 
developed a strong, resilient means of 
surviving as Jews. Mourning the trage-
dies of the past, we begin to search and 
examine our way forward and face the 
future with hope and courage!
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on Sani-
bel Island.

 Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

Center for Judaic, Holocaust,  
and Genocide Studies

Dedicated to educating all sectors of society about  
Jewish civilization, the Holocaust, and genocide through:
• scholarship
• outreach
• inquiry
• sharing knowledge
• preserving the record
• helping teachers
• encouraging students

Visit www.fgcu.edu/hc/
Dr. Paul Bartrop, Director

Candle lighting times:
August     4:    7:55
August  11:    7:49
August  18:    7:43
August  25:    7:36

Commentary Briefs...continued from previous page
the hills above the prison, clad in face 
masks and keffiyehs. Some had knives 
in their belts. Others had brought in-
gredients for firebombs. They began 
using powerful slingshots to hurl rocks 
and chunks of concrete at the six Israeli 
soldiers down below. The Israelis were 
so outnumbered that I couldn’t help 
but question the narrative that Israel 
was Goliath and the Palestinians were 
David, because here in front of me it 
looked like the exact opposite.

When I visited Gaza a few months 
later, I again saw the difference between 
how journalists portray a place and re-

ality. You’d think the whole place was 
rubble, but, in fact, Gaza is no differ-
ent in appearance from anywhere else 
in the Arab world. I didn’t see a single 
war-damaged building until I specifi-
cally asked my fixer to show me one. 
I went out to eat at restaurants where 
the tables are made from marble and 
the waiters wear vests and ties. I saw 
huge villas on the beach that wouldn’t 
be out of place in Malibu, and across 
the street I visited a new, $4 million 
mosque. (Hunter Stuart, Honest Re-
porting)
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The month of Elul

Modern matriarchs  
and patriarchs

For a continuously updated 
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

 Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

While the month of August 
may still feel like the middle 
of summer, it also brings the 

promise of a new season in our Jewish 
calendar. 

Wednesday, Au-
gust 23 is the first 
day of the month of 
Elul, the beginning 
of our sacred High 
Holy Days season. It 
is a month of spiri-
tual potential when 
every day is infused 
with meaning.

Jewish tradition 
gives special meaning to the name Elul 
itself, interpreting it as an acronym 
from different biblical verses. One in-
terpretation imagines that the letters 
of the word Elul (aleph-lamed-vav-
lamed) are an acronym for a phrase 

from Exodus 15:1: “They said, I will 
sing unto God.”

While we usually think of the High 
Holy Days as a time of reflection, re-
pentance and memory, in this interpre-
tation Elul invites us to imagine the 
future. What will you sing about this 
year? The Israelites declared to God 
that they would sing after they escaped 
from Egypt. Before them was the un-
known desert and Promised Land. 

In Elul we know we are just at the 
very beginning, with the entire year be-
fore us. What will it bring? What will 
happen? Judaism is ultimately an op-
timistic religion. Before the year even 
begins, in a place of unknown and un-
certainty, we say, I will sing. May Elul 
be for us a month of hope, potential 
and song.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.

Genesis ends where it began – in 
exile, expulsion from the Gar-
den of Eden and on the thresh-

old of bondage in Egypt. Many rabbis 
rightly describe the period in between 
as a Golden Age where we were intro-

duced to the great 
patriarchs and matri-
archs of our religion.

What was their 
role? To preside over 
and guide change, 
following God’s own 
evolving model.

And what did 
they achieve? They 
ended idol worship, 

there were no more human sacrifices, 
and gradual enfranchisement of women.

But then with the death of the third 
patriarch, Jacob, and his dying request 
not to be buried in Egypt, the Book of 
Genesis concludes.

Shortly thereafter, Moses is chosen 
leader of the Jewish people, but he is 
not conceived of or announced as one 
of the patriarchs. So what is the succes-
sion process and personage?

There were three who took over 

the patriarchal mission: the prophets 
who focused on the future; the priests 
of the Temple who stressed present 
observance; and finally the rabbis and 
scholars who put past, present and fu-
ture together as a living tradition and 
inheritance.

But along the way, have we lost or 
left behind the guidance of our paternal 
and maternal ancestors? I would sug-
gest otherwise. They are surprisingly 
alive and well, and still with us.

Who are they? They are all our 
elected officers, board members, heads 
of Sisterhood and Brotherhood, and 
chairs of our many committees.

This is no small matter. It means 
you are in charge of change, not pre-
serving the status quo, or maintaining 
the old guard. Above all, to appreciate, 
welcome and integrate the talents and 
willingness to serve of new members.

Are you part of the problem or the 
solution? Are you a patriarch or matri-
arch? Or have you become a bureaucrat 
and, worse, think it is the sane thing?
Rabbi Devora Buchen serves at Temple 
Beth Shalom in Cape Coral.

 Rabbi 
    Devora 
    Buchen
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 Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

The Jewish Theological Semi-
nary, my alma mater, is located 
at 122nd Street and Broadway 

in Manhattan, making it three blocks 
south of Harlem. During my years 
at JTS, I davened on occasion at the 
only synagogue left in Harlem, the 

Old Broadway Syn-
agogue, one block 
east of Broadway 
and 125th. Rabbi Ja-
cob Kret, a survivor 
of the Shoah, served 
that congregation and 
as a Talmud tutor 
and mashgiach of the 
Seminary’s cafeteria 
kitchen. 

Back in the 1900s and 1910s, Old 
Broadway was among the smaller syn-
agogues in Harlem. In 1900, Harlem, 
with its Jewish population of 175,000, 
was home to the third largest Jew-
ish community in the world, after the 
Lower East Side and Warsaw. It was 
a vibrant community. Sophie Tucker, 
Fannie Brice, Al Jolson and George 
Gershwin all began their careers there. 
But, in the 1920s, Jews moved to new-
er neighborhoods and by 1930, there 
were 5,000 Jews left in Harlem. 

Until now. A few months ago, the 
UJA-Federation of New York opened 
a new JCC on West 118th Street. The 
project was spearheaded by Rabbi Da-
vid Gedzelman, president and CEO of 
the Steinhardt Foundation, who lives in 
the neighborhood. Rabbi Gedzelman, 
also a board member of the Harlem 
Hebrew Language Academy Charter 
School, learned of a real estate op-

portunity for a community center in 
early 2016. With information about 
the growing number of young Jewish 
families moving back into Harlem – 
Federation knows of more than 3,000 
households with Harlem zip codes – 
Gedzelman pitched his idea. Already in 
the market for a new location in north-
ern Manhattan, the Federation agreed. 

The new JCC is exploring oppor-
tunities to partner with other Harlem 
communities. Discussions are under-
way with the Police Athletic League 
and the Harlem School of the Arts. 
Partnerships with African American, 
Hispanic and Muslim communities are 
also being explored. 

Were you to walk along West 116th 
Street today, you would pass the Bap-
tist Temple Church. Looking up, you’d 
see the Stars of David, remnants of 
Congregation Ohab Zedek whose can-
tor was Yossele Rosenblatt. Or go to 
Mount Neboh Baptist on 114th Street 
where the cornerstone is inscribed 
with the year 5668 (1908). These are 
the remnants of a once vibrant Jewish 
community. The relationship between 
Jews and Harlem is being renewed, 
bringing with it new ties with the other 
racial and ethnic communities of the 
neighborhood. This can only be good 
for the Jewish people. 

God willing, it will also be good 
for the Old Broadway Synagogue. At 
one point, its membership was down to 
forty-five families. Here, too, there can 
be new life. 
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

Renewal – for us  
and for our neighbors

Earn CAS Credits
The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school 
who might like to earn CAS 
credits though various work 
in the Jewish community. 

If you are interested,  
please send the  
following information to  
LeniBSack@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

FineMark National Bank & Trust is proud to 
consistently earn a 5-star rating from Bauer Financial, 
the nation’s leading independent bank rating � rm*. We 
attribute our success to the meaningful relationships we 
build with our clients. � e better we know you, the better 
we can serve you.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •  Charleston  •  Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
239-461-5900  •  www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and Investment Services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5. 

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.
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Have an item you’d like  
to share? Need to reach  
the editor of L’CHAYIM?  

Send an email to  
LChayim36@gmail.com.

TEMPLE BETH EL SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Dale M. Cohen, R.J.E., MA. Ed.
Dear Congregants and Parents of TBE 
Religious School Students,
As I reflect back on the previous year, I 
have learned a great deal about myself 
and others. This is the time of year for 
introspection and to really think about 
what is truly important. My family and 
I have experienced many hardships 
over the past year and have witnessed, 
firsthand, many indiscretions. Clearly, 
life is not fair and it never professes 
to be. Everyone in life certainly has 
their “trials and tribulations,” and ev-
eryone’s experiences, whether positive 
or negative, are of great importance 
to them. One should never minimize 
what someone else is going through. 
Instead, be supportive, sensitive and a 

good listener. 
My mother has Al-

zheimer’s disease and, 
along with continuous 

aides, my dad is the sole caretaker of 
my mom. It is an extremely difficult 
situation for all of us, especially my 
dad. Although they live almost three 
hours away, we all love and support 
him in his efforts, and try to drive to 
the other coast as often as possible. 

After 15 years of life, we recently 
had to put down our white Pekingese, 
Lily. It was probably one of the hard-
est things we, as a family, ever had to 
do. On the flip side, we got a male Pe-
kingese from a breeder in South Caro-
lina. Mr. Bear, our other Pekingese, 
needed someone else to love. Bentley 
“Duda” Cohen is currently five months 
old. Life certainly has a way of work-
ing itself out! He has brought so much 
love and life to our family! We feel so 

 
 SAT PREP CLASS 

Beginning  
Monday, August 21 

to prepare for the  
October 7 SAT Test. 

 

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties offers one of the best SAT Prep Courses in the area and at  
great value. We charge $375 per student for the 13-class session. This includes study materials and snacks. 

A minimum of 8 students is required; maximum of 12. Each session includes 6 math classes and 7 verbal classes.   
Our teachers have vast experience in teaching the SAT Prep Class. 

 

Classes are 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. on Mondays and Tuesdays 
 August  21,22,28,29 

                                                       September      5,11,12,18,19,25,26  (no class on Labor Day) 
        October     2,3 
 

Contact Leni Sack to register or for more information: lenibsack@jfedlcc.org or 239.481.4449 x3.   
A registration form is also on the Federation website at www.jewishfederationlcc.org.  
 Classes are held at the Federation building at 9701 Commerce Center Ct., Fort Myers. 

blessed to have him as our newest ad-
dition.

For the New Year ahead, let all 
of us really try to be honest with our-
selves and others. Place emphasis on 
the important aspects of life. Do not 
“sweat the small stuff.” Parents, more 
than ever, we need your support of our 
Religious School. More importantly, 
we need you to “buy in” to all of the 
programs that we promote to ensure 
that Judaism continues to flourish into 
the next century and beyond. Temple 
Beth El and the Religious School have 
so much to offer. Embrace it, be a part 
of it, and be a parent who wants to give 
their children a quality Jewish educa-
tion that will be cultivated for years to 
come. 

My new mantra for this year is: 
“Every day when I wake up, I do my 
best to count my blessings and to be 
thankful for all I have in my life.” I 

have decided not to kvetch about what 
I cannot change, but to focus instead on 
the positive. Some days of performing 
this ritual are harder than others, but I 
will continue my best to persevere.

Nir, Lanie, Bear, Bentley and I 
wish our Temple Beth El family a Hap-
py and a Healthy New Year. May this 
year be one of peace, love, happiness, 
health and prosperity. May we seek out 
all the blessings in our lives and con-
centrate on the positive. Allow us to 
have peace within each of our homes, 
but mostly within our hearts.

 
14486 A&W Bulb Road 
For Myers, FL 33908 

DISCOVER YOUr 

Inner superhero 
At temple judea  

religious school 
August 27, 2017 

10 AM-1 PM 
 

 
Lunch 
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JEWISH WAR VETERANS
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400

(239) 246-3151

Commander Harvey Charter presents Noah Grossman 
 with the scholarship check

Eryka Aptaker
And the winner is…Noah Grossman. 
Noah was our recipient of the Herb 
Schwartz Memorial Scholarship fund 
for this year. Noah and his mom came 
to our meeting where we presented 
Noah with a check. We hope this helps 
and we are all sure he will have much 
success in school and in life. Best of 
luck to you, Noah! 

Correction to July article: We had 
attended and participated in a Memo-
rial Day Service at Temple Beth Sha-
lom, not Temple Beth El. My apolo-
gies. A lovely “thank you” note was 
received from the temple. At our June 
25 meeting, in addition to reading 
that note, Commander Harvey Char-
ter read a “thank you” note from Bert 
Kurland’s daughter, Marsha, thanking 
our Post and, specifically, members 
Commander Charter, Bob Ruberto and 
Berny Aronson for being in attendance 
as Honor Guard. Bert’s son-in-law was 
a Vietnam vet who had passed away 

from the repercussions of 
Agent Orange. Bert stood 
and gave a very touch-
ing speech to say “thank 
you.” On June 28, an un-

veiling was held for Joe Jankow. 
On July 11, several of our members 

were present to stand as Honor Guard 
at the flag raising/dedication of the 
new building for Hearts and Homes for 
Vets. Sheriff Scott donated a van from 
LCSO to HHV. The JWV Post 400 will 
have their logo painted on it. 

We had a few special occasions 
announced: Ed Drucker’s birthday 

on 6/26; Bernie & Har-
riet Lurye’s 63rd wedding 
anniversary on 6/26; and 
Stan & Lee’s 63rd anniver-
sary on 6/27. Congratula-
tions to all. 

A final announcement 
was made regarding this 
year’s Spirit of ’45-WWII 
veterans tribute. The din-
ner/ceremony will be held 
Sunday, August 13 at the 
Sanibel Harbour Marri-
ott in Fort Myers. Dinner 
starts at 4:15 p.m. Reser-
vations are required and 

payments are due prior to the date. For 
more information, please contact me 
at 917.607.4385. WWII veterans and 
spouses of the same generation are 
sponsored. For all others, the cost is 
$25 per person.

Our next meeting is Sunday, Au-
gust 27. We are actively seeking new 
members to join this wonderful and 
dedicated group. Please come join us 
for our breakfast meeting, which starts 
at 9:30 a.m. Join us for bagels, coffee 
and an abundance of comradery. Our 
meetings are held at the Jewish Federa-
tion offices in Fort Myers. 

SHALOM LIFE CENTER 
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
Preparing for Elul
Lawrence & Robin Dermer
Elul is a month of deep introspection 
and soul-searching, and is the period 
before Rosh Hashanah where we ask 
forgiveness for anything wrong we 
may have done during the past year to 
others or ourselves. It’s also the per-
fect time for us to transform and grow 
spiritually as we search and prepare for 
a new year and a new message from 
a very ancient document, our sacred  
Torah. 

Elul literally means “search,” and 
during the 40 days between Rosh Ch-
odesh Elul (which begins Monday, Au-
gust 21 at sundown) and Yom Kippur 
we strive to find the best within us to 
counterbalance our negative aspects. 
During this month, we renew our rela-
tionship with the Divine spark that is 
closer to each of us than our breath. 

It’s easy to say we’ll search our 

souls, but not so easy 
to accomplish. We use 
plans to help us achieve 
success in school or in 
business, so why not use 

the same idea to help us achieve spiri-
tual success? The first step is creating a 
plan to map out our goals, visions and 
resolutions for the coming year which 
we can complement by incorporating 
our plan into a prayer that we verbalize 
on Rosh Hashanah. By verbalizing our 
ideas, it’s as if we are bringing them 
down from the heavens and making 
them concrete here on earth. Once our 
ideas have been solidified we can be-
gin the process of building bricks and 
making the changes we only think and 
dream about during the previous year. 

We can pray not only for what we 
want and need, but also for an under-
standing of what we fear the most. 
Instead of hiding from what scares 
us, we can ask G-d to give us a posi-
tive solution for a specific fear. For 
example, a financial fear would guide 
us to pray specifically for a prosper-
ous year. A fear of illness means that 

we should pray for a year of health and 
a plan to back it up with the action of 
maintaining a healthier lifestyle. We’re 
simply asking G-d for help with a spe-
cific issue and praying for the clarity 
and strength to accomplish our goals. 
The act of creating a list of prayers and 
resolutions makes us more likely to be 
successful. 

As we wander, struggle, search and 
prepare, we understand that we are not 
perfect and our teshuvah is a work in 
progress. As we find new ways to deal 
with life situations we face again and 
again, we can take comfort that our 
“search,” like our Torah scroll, has no 
end. May the month of Elul bless us 
with the energy to prepare for the ac-
tion we must take to improve, change, 
repair friendships and heal broken rela-
tionships, knowing we can only reach 
out to G-d if we first repair our human 
relationships. May our “search” pre-
pare us for a 5778 in which our belief 
and faith in G-d and ourselves only 
grows stronger.

We invite you to join our Shalom 
Life Center family this High Holy 

Days season beginning on Saturday, 
September 16 at 7:30 p.m. with a beau-
tiful Selichot musical and inspirational 
service and lavish desert reception. 
You are welcome to join us for Rosh 
Hashanah, Tashlich and Yom Kippur 
services in our comfortable and pictur-
esque sanctuary. While our message is 
traditional, our worship is contempo-
rary and our services combine mean-
ingful prayers and soaring melodies 
that feature the Shalom Life Center 
Choir and Musical Ensemble. Addi-
tionally, our Yom Kippur afternoon 
healing and meditative concert will 
highlight the magnificently talented 
Dr. Jonathan Daitch on the violin, and 
will be followed by afternoon Neilah 
concluding service and our Fabulous 
Break the Fast Feast! Dates and times 
can be found on our website at www.
shalomlifecenter.org. 

For more information on joining 
us for the High Holy Days, please call 
239.218.3433 or email info@shalom 
lifecenter.org.

DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in Lee & Charlotte 

Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

& 
Asher Family  
Foundation 

More information,     
contact Leni Sack 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
lenibsack@jfedlcc.org 

 

Results of  
a recent  
national     
survey of 

25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
making a     

difference in the 
lives of families 
raising Jewish 

children.. 

HAZAK 55+ CHAPTER 
at Temple Judea

(239) 433-0201
On Tuesday, August 8, HAZAK will 
join for lunch at the Saigon Paris Bis-
tro, located at Pinebrook Park Plaza, 
12995 S. Cleveland Avenue, #118, Fort 
Myers. RSVP to Shirley Schiffman by 
Thursday, August 3 at 239.395.0135 in 
order to sit with the group.

Temple Judea’s active HAZAK 
Chapter is a chartered member of the 
United Synagogue of Conservative Ju-
daism. Dues are a modest $5 per year 

per person. Membership 
in the organization is 
open to the community. 

Join HAZAK and 
meet new friends. The 

HAZAK Chapters are for singles or 
couples. It’s an organization formed by 
the USCJ to enable members to meet 
and socialize with each other. Our 
monthly programs vary in nature. 

For additional information, please 
call George or Joyce Rosinger at 
239.437.1566, Bunny or Matt Law-
rence at 239.245.7708, or Shirley 
Schiffman at 239.395.0135.

Read the current and previous editions of L’CHAYIM online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

Temple Judea will hold a Tisha B’Av 
service on Monday evening, July 31 at 
7:30 p.m. Tisha B’Av is an annual fast 
day that commemorates the anniver-
sary of a number of disasters in Jew-
ish history, primarily the destruction 
of both the First Temple by the Baby-
lonians and the Second Temple by the 
Romans in Jerusalem.

Members of Temple Judea look 
forward to welcoming sh’liach Zohar 
Ben Hamu, who will arrive in Fort 

Myers from Israel at 
the end of August. As a 
sh’liach, Zohar will be 
an emissary of the Jew-
ish Agency for Israel to 
serve at Temple Judea. 
Her mission is to foster 

a strong connection with Israel among 
the children and adults of the congre-
gation and the greater Lee County Jew-
ish community. The congregation will 
host a series of welcome events open 
to the community.

HAZAK, Temple Judea’s 55+ 
group, invites members and nonmem-
bers to have lunch on Tuesday, August 
8 at Saigon Paris. For more informa-
tion, call the synagogue office.

Education Director Liz Singer is 

already busy gearing up for the coming 
school year. Liz is planning some ex-
citing new programs for the Religious 
School students and working with in-
coming teachers to enhance and enrich 
the curriculum. New families are wel-
come to contact Liz for information 
about the school year.

There is no monthly Torah study 
session in August. Join Rabbi Marc 
Sack when he resumes his monthly 
Torah study session on Thursday, Sep-
tember 7 at noon at the offices of My-
ers and Brettholtz and Company. It is 
an hour of open discussion of Torah 
and Judaism where all levels of back-
ground and all questions are encour-
aged.

Congregants continue to volunteer 

each month at Sally’s Café, a Salvation 
Army-sponsored program to feed the 
homeless and those in need. To volun-
teer, call the synagogue office. Volun-
teers are needed on three Sunday eve-
nings: July 30, August 13 and 27.

For more information about Tem-
ple Judea or upcoming programs, call 
or email the synagogue office.
Regularly scheduled events:
• Friday evening Shabbat services at 

6:30 p.m.
• Saturday morning Shabbat services 

at 9:30 a.m.
• Lunchtime Torah study with Rabbi 

Sack the first Thursday of each 
month – resumes in September

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m.

TEMPLE NEWS

Send updates and changes to the Directory below to loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

Temple Beth Shalom was honored to 
host the veterans of Post 400 of the 
Jewish War Veterans at Friday night 
services on May 26. Gabriel Wein-
stein, our own ROTC member, led the 
choir into the sanctuary singing “Over 
There.” Rabbi Buchen greeted and ex-
tolled the service of our local vets for 
their dedication to our country and its 
defense. Harvey Charter, Commander 
of Post 400, spoke to the veterans and 
the congregation, and blew “Taps” af-
ter veterans read all the names of the 
fallen. Afterwards, the choir led every-
one in singing the anthems of the five 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE 
REFORM 
10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers           
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center) 
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton  
Cantorial Soloist: Richard McConville  
Adult Educator: Jessica Evers 
Phone: (239) 274-7485 
E-mail: comfreesyn@gmail.com 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday        
at 6:30 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi 
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
TEMPLE JUDEA 
CONSERVATIVE 
14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Jennifer  Manekin 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Elizabeth Singer  
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 433-0201 • Fax: 433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.            
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;            
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m. 
Early childhood education: 
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative  
Judaism 
 
CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/
ESTERO 
ORTHODOX 
24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood 
Centre) 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by             
a kiddush 
 

TEMPLE BETH EL 
REFORM 
16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Temple educator: Dale Cohen, Ma.Ed., R.J.E 
Preschool director: Jesyca Virnig 
President: Ellis Rabinowitz 
Phone: 433-0018 • Fax: 433-3235 
Web site: www.templebethel.com 
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study 
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday 
Religious School: 9:30 a.m.-noon Sunday 
Hebrew School: 5:00-6:30 p.m Wednesday 
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 
 
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
REFORM 
702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
Rabbi Devora Buchen 
President: Arnie Schwartz 
Phone: 772-4555 • Fax: 772-4625 
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org 
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious School: Thursday 4:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) 
 
BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS 
REFORM 
Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Myra Soifer 
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 239-579-0296 (Oct-Apr) 
             773-251-8862 (May-Sept) 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantorial Soloist: Douglas Renfroe 
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Nov-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Oct) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism               
(formerly UAHC) 
 
TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE 
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS 
REFORM 
23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Carol Roark 
Phone: (941) 625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m. 
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
ORTHODOX 
204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: (941) 833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by                
a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
ORTHODOX 
5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah 
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD JEWISH CENTER  
OF CAPE CORAL 
ORTHODOX 
1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
 Shalom Life Center 
   Lawrence Dermer, Spiritual Leader - 218-3433 
• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
  Jacki Waksman - (954) 653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
  Brian Lipton - (941) 365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: (561) 988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: (941) 302-4500 
• Chevra Kadisha: 
  Gene Sipe - 841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
  Lynn Weiner - 598-1009 
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
  Odette Port - (941) 505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
  Joyce Rosinger - 437-1566 
• Humanistic Jewish Havurah: 
  Paula Creed - 495-8484 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: (800) 622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services: 481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund: (727) 536-5263 
  Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
  Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
  Nechamie Minkowicz - 822-2784 
• ORT - Gulf Beaches Chapter 
  Marina Berkovich - 566-1771 

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

Jews are known as the “People of the 
Book.” Books have always played an 
important role in Jewish life. Temple 
Beth El is the “Temple with the Books.” 
Temple Beth El’s lending library is the 
largest collection of books with Jewish 
content in Lee County.

The library was originally housed 
in the first temple building in Cape 
Coral. The collection was brought 
to the current building in 2004 and, 
shortly thereafter, the space was reno-
vated with the generous support of the 
Laboda family and is named the Rose 

Laboda Library. In 2013, 
the library was organized 
and updated. Barbara 
Vinson and dedicated Li-
brary Committee mem-
bers Nancy Armocida, 
Carol Kaplan, Sue Osin 

and Paula Satin-Shein worked hard to 
make the library what it is today,

This group of women organized 
the library using the Dewey Decimal 
System. They removed old and dam-
aged books and ended up keeping over 
2,000 books on 56 shelves. They also 
created a children’s section organized 
by holidays. 

Back in 2013, Maurice Kabili 
was the first person to check out the 
book The Last Jew’ from the newly 
organized library. Now the library is 
the home to the Machers and Mavens 

Book Club, which is open to the com-
munity and meets the first Wednesday 
of every month at 3:30 p.m. There are 
free books to take home available in 
the temple lobby and a variety of “cof-
fee table” books to view.

The Rose Laboda Library has 
come a long way. Recently, the fiction 

section was enhanced by a large dona-
tion of books from the Jewish Federa-
tion of Lee and Charlotte Counties. 

Temple Beth El is proud of its 
Jewish lending library and encour-
ages members of the Lee County Jew-
ish community to visit the library and 
check out its books. 

The women of the Community Free Synagogue Israel Pilgrimage prepare to enter the Druze Shrine 
 of Nabi Sabalan at Hurfiesh in the Upper Galilee



23 L' CHAY IM AUGUST 20 1 7 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

each month at Sally’s Café, a Salvation 
Army-sponsored program to feed the 
homeless and those in need. To volun-
teer, call the synagogue office. Volun-
teers are needed on three Sunday eve-
nings: July 30, August 13 and 27.

For more information about Tem-
ple Judea or upcoming programs, call 
or email the synagogue office.
Regularly scheduled events:
• Friday evening Shabbat services at 

6:30 p.m.
• Saturday morning Shabbat services 

at 9:30 a.m.
• Lunchtime Torah study with Rabbi 

Sack the first Thursday of each 
month – resumes in September

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m.

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

TEMPLE NEWS

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

Most of the members of Bat Yam leave 
Southwest Florida for the summer 
months to homes in the cooler North-
ern states, to Israel or to travel in the 
United States or other countries. In 
their absence, year-round congregants 
volunteer to take responsibility for 
conducting Friday night Shabbat ser-
vices each week at 7:00 p.m. beginning 
in May and continuing until our rabbi 
returns. 

This year, Bat Yam’s new rabbi, 
Stephen L. Fuchs, intends to begin his 
tenure with a special Selichot service 
at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, September 
16. His goal is to create a thoughtful 
spiritual atmosphere for the Days of 
Awe. Rosh Hashanah services will be-
gin at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 20, and continue at 10:00 a.m. 
on Thursday, September 21, includ-
ing a Tashlich service at the water’s 
edge to allow sins to be cast away. Kol  
Nidre will be at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 
September 29. Yom Kippur services 

will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, September 
30. The Ne’ilah closing 
service will be at 4:00 
p.m. followed by a break-
the-fast. While there is 
no cost to attend services, 

donations are certainly welcome. Res-
ervations are necessary for the break-
the-fast. Check the Bat Yam website at 
www.batyam.org for more details.

Rabbi Fuchs has carefully consid-
ered the topics for his High Holy Days 
sermons, drawing on his many years of 
study. As an internationally-acclaimed 
teacher and author, the perspectives 
and perceptions of Rabbi Fuchs will 
make the Days of Awe services espe-
cially meaningful and thoughtful.

Rabbi Fuchs views his early years 
as a teaching tennis pro in his native 
New Jersey and in the Catskills to be 
instrumental in the development of his 
people skills. He was ordained a Rabbi 
at HUC-JIR in Cincinnati and received 
a graduate certificate in Jewish Com-
munal Service from the HUC branch in 
Los Angeles. Subsequently, he earned 
a Doctor of Ministry Degree in Bibli-
cal Interpretation from Vanderbilt Uni-
versity Divinity School in Nashville. 
Rabbi Fuchs is a strong proponent of 

dialogue and compassion among reli-
gions and races.

Whether at Friday night services 
or at Saturday morning Adult Educa-
tion classes that start again in Novem-
ber, Rabbi Fuchs will strive to help us 
understand the current world from the 
framework of Judaism. It is difficult to 
comprehend some of the actions at the 
national level in the U.S. that demonize 
other religions that are not Christian, 
and in Israel that demonize other Jew-
ish religious groups that are not ultra-
Orthodox. It is important to recognize 
the many ways that result in unhealthy 
divisions and to support organizations 

that reflect the Jewish values of tikkun 
olam.

Whether you are visiting the Sani-
bel area or have to say Kaddish for a 
loved one, please join with Bat Yam 
congregants and other visitors for the 
Friday evening Shabbat services held 
each week at 7:00 p.m. from May until 
Rosh Hashanah. For the balance of the 
year, from Rosh Hashanah through the 
end of April, Friday Shabbat services 
are at 7:30 p.m. The Bat Yam meeting 
place is at the Sanibel Congregational 
United Church of Christ at 2050 Peri-
winkle Way on Sanibel.

Temple Beth Shalom was honored to 
host the veterans of Post 400 of the 
Jewish War Veterans at Friday night 
services on May 26. Gabriel Wein-
stein, our own ROTC member, led the 
choir into the sanctuary singing “Over 
There.” Rabbi Buchen greeted and ex-
tolled the service of our local vets for 
their dedication to our country and its 
defense. Harvey Charter, Commander 
of Post 400, spoke to the veterans and 
the congregation, and blew “Taps” af-
ter veterans read all the names of the 
fallen. Afterwards, the choir led every-
one in singing the anthems of the five 

services: Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marines and 
Coast Guard. The service 
ended with the singing of 
“Hatikvah,” as we also 
pray for the welfare of 
the Jewish State of Israel. 

Everyone then gathered in the social 
hall for the Oneg Shabbat, with bless-
ings of wine and bread, and great food 
and social interactions.

Longtime members Barby and Joel 
Barlow are relocating to Texas and the 
Board of Directors of Temple Beth  
Shalom designated May 12, 2017, as 
“Barlow Day,” in honor of their dedica-
tion to the temple. The evening began 
with a lovely Shabbat dinner. Thanks to 
all who cooked, set up and cleaned up. 
During services, Rabbi Buchen spoke 
eloquently about the contributions 
Barby and Joel have made to our Reli-

gious School. Barby set up the weekly 
Kiddush for the kids, worked with all 
our teachers on the curriculum, liaised 
with the rabbi, organized bowling par-
ties, pool parties and Purim plays, and 
was the warm, welcoming person our 
students came to know and love. Joel, 
in addition to serving as Brotherhood 
President and Treasurer, was our go-to 
sukkah construction engineer, always 
in charge of erecting our geodesic 
sukkah. The Barlows have also made 
countless financial contributions to our 
Religious School. Carin Hanan, our 1st 
Vice President, inspired us to dedicate 
our classroom to the Barlows. 

We are pleased to welcome our new 
Board of Directors: President Harve 
Wolfson, 2nd Vice President Georgette 
Bothner, Religious Practices - Larry 
Epstein, Membership - Peri Pantazes.

Finally, meet Katya Smith. Many 

of you remember Katya as a Bat Mitz-
vah. Now she is a graduate of Cape 
Coral High School, ready to enter FSW 
in the fall. Katya is also our pageant 
girl. She became interested in beauty 
pageants a few years ago and has met 
with great success on the runway. Her 
titles include Miss Teen Florida Legacy 
U.S., Miss Teen Cape Coral and Miss 
Teen Florida Supermodel. At the end 
of June, she’ll be competing for Miss 
Teen Legacy United States, a national 
competition. Katya is also a talented 
artist and played lacrosse on her var-
sity team.

A huge mazel tov goes to Katya. 
She is the recipient of the Samuel S. 
Beckerman Scholarship this year. And 
as if that wasn’t enough excitement, 
Katya is also receiving a scholarship 
from the Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlotte Counties.

The women of the Community Free Synagogue Israel Pilgrimage prepare to enter the Druze Shrine 
 of Nabi Sabalan at Hurfiesh in the Upper Galilee

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 274-7485
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

The 20 Community Free Synagogue 
“pilgrims” returned from their 11-day 
C.F.S. Israel Pilgrimage safe, sound 
and exhilarated (and ready for a long 
rest)! While there were too many high 
points to list, one of the highest was 
the remarriage ceremonies performed 
by Rabbi Bruce Diamond overlooking 
Jerusalem’s Mt. Zion. 

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Diamond and 
Melinda Moore who used the occasion 
to become formally betrothed. Their 
marriage ceremony will be on March 
18, and everyone is invited!

Congratulations also to Abigayl 
Elizabeth Burnikel, daughter of Traci 
and Lee Pavel, who was called to the 
Torah for the first time as a Bat Mitz-
vah on Sabbath morning, July 8 in the 

synagogue.
Heartfelt condolenc-

es to Rusty Coe on the 
June passing of his moth-
er, Monica Lynn Sauls.

The congregation is 
thrilled that master cel-

list Julie F. Cornwall once again will 
be sharing her talents as part of our 
High Holiday Musical Ensemble. Ms. 
Cornwall brings a rich background of 
Jewish liturgical music. Ms. Cornwall 
has performed as Principal Cellist for 
the Southwest Florida Symphony, the 
Venice Symphony, and as cellist in 
the Naples Philharmonic. She also has 
extensive experience in Jewish sacred 
music, have added her musical talents 
to last year’s C.F.S. High Holiday wor-
ship as well as to other congregations 
throughout Southwest Florida.

In keeping with the highest Jewish 
values, the synagogue’s doors are open 
wide to all on the High Holidays and 
throughout the year, free of member-
ship or ticket requirements. 

The next Brown Bag Movie Night 
is at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, August 17. 
By popular request, August’s feature 
will be the 1971 classic, Fiddler on the 
Roof, shown in high definition. Pack a 
dinner; admission and soft drinks are 
free. 

Each Friday evening at 6:30 p.m., 
The Community Free Synagogue 
serves a traditional Sabbath dinner. It 
is free and reservations are never re-
quired. At 7:30 p.m., the Sabbath is 
welcomed with prayer and song. A cof-
fee hour follows worship.

Every Saturday morning at 9:30 
a.m., C.F.S. offers a light breakfast 
followed by a lively discussion of the 
week’s Torah portion until 11:30 a.m., 
when the Mourner’s Qaddish is recited. 

Now in its 13th year, The Commu-
nity Free Synagogue is a not-for-profit 
open community religious resource, 
not a private membership-based orga-
nization. All of its events and programs, 
including youth and adult Jewish edu-
cation, are open to all and always free.

The purpose of The Community 
Free Synagogue is “Study, Worship 
and Benevolent Acts” practiced tradi-
tionally but with progressive values. 

Celebrating his 20th year in Fort 
Myers, its leader, Rabbi Bruce Dia-
mond, received his master’s degree in 
Hebrew Letters, ordination and Doctor 
of Divinities from the Hebrew Union 
College - Jewish Institute of Religion 
in Cincinnati, and master’s degree in 
Jewish Studies from the Hebrew Uni-
versity in Jerusalem. This year, Rabbi 
Diamond marked his 40th anniversary 
as an ordained rabbi. 

The rabbi is assisted by his ordain-
ees, C.F.S. Auxiliary Rabbis Thomas 
Miess and Terri Goldberg.

The synagogue meets at the South-
west Florida Masonic Center, 10868 
Metro Parkway in South Fort Myers. 
For more information, visit its website 
at www.fortmyerssynagogue.com.

The Community Free Synagogue Israel Pilgrimage group near David Ben-Gurion’s grave 
 at Kibbutz Sde Boqer in the heart of Israel’s Negev
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L’Shana Tova Tikatevu. 


