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A message from Alan Isaacs,
Federation Executive Director

M

ay 2022 will mark nearly 15
of some of the most fulfilling years of my professional
life. It will also signal a time of transition for the Jewish Federation of Lee
and Charlotte Counties and me. At that
time, I will retire from my position at
the Jewish Federation.
Between now and next May, the
Federation board, its leadership – Barbara Siegel and Sherri Zucker – and I
will do the necessary work to ensure a
smooth professional leadership transition.
My decision to retire at this time

is reinforced by the firm belief that
the Federation’s leadership is wellequipped to continue to advance the
Federation’s mission. I too will remain
committed to the continued health and
welfare of our Federation and our community.
I deeply appreciate the support
and guidance that I have received
from Federation leadership and staff,
community members, colleagues and
friends during my tenure as executive
director. May we all go from strength
to strength.

L’CHAYIM is continuing the practice of publishing
your High Holiday greetings to your family and
friends. See the back cover to order your greetings
for the September 2021 issue of L’CHAYIM.

A message from Barbara Siegel
& Sherri Zucker, Co-Presidents

O

n behalf of the Federation’s
Board of Directors and the
entire community, we want
to thank Alan Isaacs for providing the
guidance and leadership that has been
so instrumental in our success for almost 15 years. Alan has informed us
that he would like to retire from his position as our executive director in May
2022. We know he is looking forward
to playing more with his grandson and
pursuing personal interests and leisure.
Our Federation is strong and
healthy, and this is a testament to Alan’s work. He has furthered our mission by leading and strengthening our
Jewish community. Our philanthropic,
educational and social service programs have grown and flourished under his guidance.
At this time of strength, we are in a
good position to have a leadership tran-

sition and we are embracing the opportunity to search for our next executive
director.
We will work closely and consult
with The Jewish Federations of North
America throughout the process. A
search committee has been formed and
we have begun the process of finding
the best executive for our community.
The board will announce our new professional leader in the coming months.
Concluding a productive career is
such a joyous milestone and it is with
much gratitude that we wish Alan the
best as he begins to make preparations
for his retirement. We look forward to
a great year at the Federation as we begin to meet together in person, build
upon our excellent programs and services, and celebrate both our past and
future leadership.

Jewish Family Services update
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of every month, but I never know what
will be available and quantities are limited.
That is why your support, whether in gift cards, food, checks or online
donations, is so appreciated, especially
during the summer months when kids
are not being fed through the school
continued on page 2
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Peter Simenauer delivers food
from Temple Beth Shalom’s food drive

CLIP & SAVE

I’ve spoken with several clients
recently and asked where they lived
before moving into their current apartments. Responses have ranged from
“the bus stop” to “the woods” to “my
car.” Becoming homeless does not
happen overnight and is not usually

remedied overnight.
However, the Lee County Homeless Coalition has done a heroic job
getting people off the street and into
housing in a matter of weeks.
I also receive blessings from Federation food pantry clients, many of
whom are now taking advantage of being able to visit the JFS pantry twice
a month. Being on the receiving end
of such gratitude is humbling. My response, whether in person or on the
phone, is always, “I am so glad that
we are able to help you.” Hugging
is now also an option, which makes
everything better.
Speaking of the Federation food
pantry, a local community member recently commented that he thought JFS
got most of its food from donations.
While our local congregations continue to be incredibly generous with their
food drives and other people drop off
food regularly, most of the food that we
distribute to clients is purchased.
JFS can pick up food that is usually free from the Harry Chapin Food
Bank, and I go to the Midwest Food
Bank warehouse on the first Tuesday

CLIP & SAVE

9701 Commerce Center Court
Fort Myers, Florida 33908

man, who knew he would no longer
be sleeping on the floor, kept saying,
“Bless you, God bless you,” throughout our conversation as we worked out
the logistics.

CLIP & SAVE

A

couple of months ago, Jewish
Family Services bought a bed
for a woman who had left an unsafe domestic situation, became homeless and then got an apartment through
The Housing Authority of the City
of Fort Myers. In
June, a man who
had been homeless for several
years and also
got an apartment
through HACFM,
 Jodi Cohen
called to ask if
JFS would get him a bed. When I started to ask the usual intake questions, the
man became impatient and hung up on
me.
A tiny part of my ego was bruised,
but honestly, if I had to sleep on the
floor or in my car with my current
neck/shoulder/back issues, I’d also be
cranky. The client called the next day,
with a little more patience and the information I’d requested. After discussing the situation with Alan Isaacs, I
called the client and told him that JFS
would be happy to buy him a bed. This

SAVE

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
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SEPTEMBER ISSUE
EDITORIAL DEADLINE:
Friday, August 6
OUR MISSION
To strengthen and enrich the Jewish
Community by providing and supporting
philanthropic, educational and social
service programs locally, in Israel and
throughout the world.
OUR VISION
A Jewish Community that is based on
Jewish values such as Tzedakah
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking
responsibility for one another).

Program notes
By Debbie Sanford, Program Director

T

he Jewish Film Festival Committee is screening some amazing films for our upcoming
Jewish Film Festival. Information on sponsorship opportunities will be out next month in
L’CHAYIM and also in my weekly newsletter. If you
do not receive my newsletter, you should! It is packed
with Federation events and tons of information, as
well as community events. I am definitely looking
forward to getting back to Regal Theaters and I hope
you are too. The dates are set for Sunday, February 6
through Sunday, February 27.

I hope everyone is not too Zoomed out. I have a
really nice surprise for Hanukkah. You will definitely
want to save the date of Monday, December 6.
I can’t wait to see everyone. I hope you are enjoying your summer.
Have an idea about a program, author or a place
you would like to see? Email me at debbiesanford@
jfedlcc.org.
To sign up for all our events or for more information, visit www.JewishFederationlcc.org/virtualevents.

Jewish Family Services update...continued from page 1
meal programs. Your contributions make it possible
ent bags, restock the shelves and help with mailings.
I am ever-grateful to Arnie Obstein, Barbara Betchfor a family to have food to eat, for a household to
keep their lights on and water running, for someone
en, Barbara Gribin, Carolyn Gora, Donna Cotler,
Doreen Kostel, Elisa Grossman, Elise Sewall, Gail
who is rebuilding his life to have a place to lay his
head, and for someone in a wheelchair to get to doctor
Mishler, Harriet Lipschutz, Karen Whitman, Laurie
McConville, Linda Silver, Randi & Payton Wolf,
appointments because JFS purchased a bus pass.
Robert Thomas, Ruth Lefberg, Samantha Guterman,
As per usual, the dedicated volunteers who show
up all work hard and exude great spirit. They unload
Sue Goldfarb, Suzanne Orkin, Tracey Seigel and
Valerie Franklin.
and organize food and toiletries, pick up cases of food
at Harry Chapin, break down the boxes, pack the cli-

Bring Your Highest Expectations

Susan Glasser
Realtor Associate

239-281-3105

SusanLGlasser@gmail.com
John R. Wood Properties
15065 McGregor Blvd
Ft. Myers 33908

Fort Myers resident for over 28 years
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ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY • WATCHES
ANTIQUES • ART OBJECTS • OIL PAINTINGS
BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS: BEANIE
BACKUS • HAROLD NEWTON • ALFRED HAIR • ETC

CLIP & SAVE

Rolex • Cartier • Patek Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari & all Wrist and Pocket Watches
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard
Mid •Century
Oil CASH
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• CASH
Calder• INSTANT
• MiroCASH
• George
Nelson
Paul• INSTANT
Evans CASH •
INSTANT CASH
INSTANT Furniture,
CASH • INSTANT
• INSTANT
CASH • INSTANTAndy
CASH Warhol
• INSTANT
• INSTANT
CASH •• Lepho
INSTANT•CASH
• Phillip Laverne • Nakashima • Dunbar • Frank Lloyd Wright • Vladimir Kagan • Dunbar • Charles Eams • Knoll

INSTANT CASH •

CLIP & SAVE

CLIP & SAVE

BUYING! HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY • WATCHES • ANTIQUES • ART OBJECTS • OIL PAINTINGS
GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT — HIGHEST PRICES PAID

Oil Paintings
Silver GOLD
14kt
• 18ktSterling
• 22kt

Gold Coins

CLIP & SAVE

Diamonds
ROLEX CURRENCY
Estate Jewelry
GOLD & SILVER
COINS PAPER

3rd Generation Expertise • Call Today

BEANIE
BACKUS
Jade Statues Picasso
Pottery Russian Enamel
Peter Max
HAROLD NEWTONMID•CENTURY
ALFRED
HAIR
FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES

Patek Philippe

Chihuly Glass

CLIP & SAVE

BUYING ALL HIGHWAYMEN OIL PAINTINGS:

CLIP & SAVE

DIAMONDS • SAPPHIRES • RUBIES • EMERALDS
CLIP & SAVE

STERLING
SILVER,
Rolex • Cartier • Patek
Philippe • Tiffany • Bvlgari & all Wrist and Pocket Watches
KPM • SEVRES • MEISSEN ROYAL VIENNA
Buccellati • Chimento • David Webb • David Yurman • Cartier • Tiffany • Harry Winston • John Hardy • Chopard
FLATWARE,
&
TEA
SETS
• SWAROVSKI
• HERREND
Mid Century Furniture, Oil Paintings & Accessories: Andy Warhol JUDAICA
• Calder • Miró
• George Nelson
• Le Pho • Peter Max

Diamonds

ROLEX

CLIP & SAVE

HANDBAGS

CLIP & SAVE

GORHAM
• GEORG JENSEN
• CARTIER
Paul Evans
• PhillipMARTELLE
Laverne • Nakashima
• Dunbar
• Frank Lloyd Wright
• Vladimir
Kagan
• Dunbar
• Charles Eams • Knoll
TIFFANY
• DAUM
• GALLE
• ARTGLASS
LALIQUE, WATERFORD, BACCARAT, DAUM, STEUBEN
BOHEM • ROYAL DOULTON
LOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL
ROOKWOOD • B&G
LIEBER • BIRKIN
WELLER • DODIE THAYER
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Oil Paintings
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Jade Statues
Picasso Pottery Russian Enamel
Handbags
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•
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•
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•
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ERTE
• BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS • FREDERICK HART
OBJECTS
D’ART
• PIANOS
& &EUROPEAN
PAINTINGS
GORHAM MARTELLE • GEORG JENSENAMERICAN
• CARTIER • REED
BARTON
AMERICAN & EUROPEAN PAINTINGS & WATER COLORS
WALLACE • BUCCELLATI • KIRK • STEIFF • INTERNATIONAL
ERTE
BRONZES & LITHOGRAPHS
BRONZE & MARBLE STATUARYBRONZE
• PIANOS
& MARBLE STATUARY • PIANOS • BIRD
BOXES
LALIQUE • WATERFORD • BACCARATI • DAUM • STEUBEN
SAME DAY SERVICE. CALL TODAY!
RUSSIAN
ENAMEL
•
OIL
PAINTINGS
•
OBJECTS
D’ART
RUSSIAN ENAMEL • OIL PAINTINGS • OBJECTS D’ART CHINESE FURNITURE • PORCELAIN • HARD STONE
LOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL
COPENHAGEN • HUMMELS • ROYAL DOULTON • ROOKWOOD
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
LIEBER • BIRKIN • GUCCI HANDBAGS
BIRD & MUSIC BOXES • ORIENTAL RUGS
COPENHAGEN • HUMMELS
CLIP & SAVE

CLIP & SAVE

CLIP & SAVE

STERLING SILVER,
FLATWARE & TEA SETS

BRUCE
KODNER
GALLERIES
3rd Generation Expertise Worldwide
Florida Toll Free: 1-800-356-3637
Serving
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
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14kt • 18kt • 22kt GOLD
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GIVE BRUCE KODNER GALLERIES THE
OPPORTUNITY TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!!
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CLIP & SAVE

International Exposure
Serving Manatee,
24 HourToll
On Call:
1-800-920-0067
Florida
Free:
1-800-356-3637
Sarasota,
3rdPAYMENT
Generation
INSTANT
Indian River,
Visit Us: www.BruceKodner.com
24 Hour
On Call: 1-800-920-0067 Lee
and
Charlotte Counties
CALL TODAY
Expertise
St
Lucie,
Email Us: Info@BruceKodner.com
Call
Mr.
Kodner:
1-561-822-7043
INSTANT CASH • INSTANTINSTANT
CASH • INSTANTPAYMENT
CASH • INSTANT CASH • INSTANT CASH • INSTANT CASH • INSTANT CASH • INSTANT CASH • INSTANT CASH
• INSTANT CASH
• INSTANT CASH • INSTANT CASH
Martin,
and
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The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign provides the resources to strengthen
and enrich our Jewish community locally, in Israel and around the world.

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN
This year please consider making an additional campaign contribution in honor or memory of a loved one.
Because kindness is contagious, we would like to highlight your generosity in L’CHAYIM and notify personally those whom you honor.
You may choose how your generosity is noted and how we share your mitzvah with the community.

“Thank you” to the following supporters of L’CHAYIM
for their contributions to help underwrite the cost of
bringing news of the local, national and international
Jewish community to your mailbox every month!

SUBSCRIBERS:
Julie Phillips
Lynne Levitt

Stay in touch throughout
the month. Sign up for the
Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on
upcoming community events
and cultural activities, breaking
news items, updates from
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT
Honoring a special person through a
tribute gift to the Jewish Family Services
of Lee & Charlotte Counties is a wonderful
way to recognize a simcha or remember
a loved one. Not only does your gift
show your family and friends that
you care, it goes to work helping Jews
in need and building vibrant communities
locally, in Israel and around the world.

Visit our website & Make a Gift

jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials
A personal Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte
Counties tribute card will be sent to the honoree
or bereaved on your behalf, reflecting a personal
message if you wish.
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L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL
demographic and reach 4,000 readers
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5
or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
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Four bar mitzvahs and too many funerals

By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President

T

his year marks the 3rd bar mitzvah of my bar mitzvah. In other
words, I’m 52. I’ve been thinking about age in terms of health, career
and perspective.
For example,
I remember that
when I was 18, I
could eat a huge
meal and immediately go play
basketball. By 20,
I had to wait an
hour after dinner
 Brian
to go to the gym.
Simon
I was 30 years
old when I had my first colonoscopy.
Thankfully, everything was fine, but I
remember suddenly becoming aware
that things I took for granted, like digestion, couldn’t be taken for granted
anymore.
I was in my early 40s when I first
heard the word “presbyopia.” That’s
“farsightedness caused by the loss of
elasticity of the lens of the eye, usually occurring in middle or old age.”
I started wearing readers. I could still
get away with not wearing glasses until just after I turned 50. Now, I really
need them.
Looking back on my career, I can’t
believe anyone paid me to do anything
in my 20s. I worked in local television, so believe me they didn’t pay me
much. I changed careers in my mid30s to spend more time with my young
family. I remember when I turned 40,

there was a sense that this was the time
I really had to make a push. Your 40s
are when you’re old enough that everyone takes you seriously, and you’re
young enough to still be in the process
of becoming.
I had a sense that by 50, I would
be what I would be. I still think that’s
accurate. Don’t get me wrong, people
in their 50s are still productive. It’s just
hard to change people’s perception of
you.
I was 47 years old when I started losing peers to cancer and stroke.
That’s the age that
sticks out to me, 47.
Sometime during that
year, I remember crying at a funeral and
telling a friend that I
knew way too many
damn people in this
cemetery. I don’t know
about you, but I have a
lot of dead people who
are still in my phone
contacts. I can’t bring
myself to delete them.
I’ll share one more
story about age and
perspective. I decided to run my first 10K
race when I was 49. I
finished first in my age
group, males 45-49.
In all my life, I have
never been considered
fast, so I was both

shocked and proud. The following year
I turned 50, and ran the same race even
faster. I cut three minutes off my time!
And I finished in the middle of the pack
of 50- to 54-year-olds. The fastest man
in the whole race – regardless of age –
was 53. I joked with my friend Albert
(who was one of those who ran faster
than me) that I didn’t realize men got
faster in our 50s. He explained that we
got faster because we finally had time
to train. We’re more settled in our careers and our kids don’t require constant attention.

The other thing I remember about
that race is that I questioned my strategy afterward. I ran a really fast time
(for me), but I didn’t push myself. I felt
really good at the end. Should I have
run faster so that I exhausted all of my
energy? Wasn’t that the point of a race?
I talked to my friend Danielle, a woman who had run Disney’s Marathon
Weekend multiple times. She gave me
some wise advice, especially for someone 10 years younger than me. “Other
people’s times don’t matter,” she told
me. “You have to run your own race.”
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Food fights are not just for children
By Keith Grossman

W

“

here should we go for dinner?” he asks.
“I hate you,” she replies.
Apparently, this is the discussion
across America‘s kitchen islands. Between the neglected pots and pans,
the tongues are
as sharp as the
knives. It’s clear
that food fights
are not just for
children.
A recent study
 Keith
reveals the typical
Grossman
couple gets in a
fight three times a week over where to
eat. It even takes the average couple 17
minutes of “discussion” to finally decide where to eat. Sixteen percent take
30 minutes or more.
I always thought couples mostly
fought about money, but I had it all
wrong. It seems a relationship can go
bad quickly over food.
But are we making mountains out
of mashed potatoes here? (Like Richard Dreyfuss in Close Encounters of
the Third Kind?) What happened to the
good old days when you ate what you
were served? Our forefathers had to
kill and gather their own food from the
refrigerator and the pantry. There was
no Cheesecake Factory menu.
I think this gastronomic grappling is really just the sauce on top of
the taters – a sign of bigger problems
in Hell’s Kitchen. Is this really about

food, or is something else rotten in the
State of Denmark? Maybe under the
window dressing, there’s a battle for
respect. Maybe couples are demonstrating their independence by asserting their food choices. Maybe it’s a cry
to be seen as individuals. “Yoo-Hoo!
Respect my restaurant. Respect me!”
One gentleman I spoke to told me,
“I used to think it was cute before we
were married when she couldn’t decide between the carrot cake and the
cheesecake. When she finally settled
on the cheesecake, which is my favorite, that made me love her even more....
Now I hate her guts for choosing the
carrot cake or the cheesecake.”
But this lack of culinary compatibility isn’t just popping up a few years
into the marriage. Aren’t these people
inspecting food choices during the
courtship? Dinner isn’t supposed to be
just an appetizer to a movie.
Kathy Schwartz knew to pay attention. She once ended a relationship with a man because of the way
he ate French onion soup. He ordered
a bowl one day at a restaurant, and
struggled with the stringy, melted
Gruyere cheese. Schwartz said, “After
several attempts trying to twiddle the
cheese into submission, he grabbed
his knife and, samurai style, sliced
through it. It dawned on me that this
was his approach to dealing with life’s
challenges – to attack and pummel
rather than negotiate, compromise or
find another less confrontational way.”

It seems like we should be able to
be adults and agree upon a restaurant.
Isn’t it a wonderful gift to make someone you love happy with food? Don’t
we recognize that in some countries the
source of the next meal is in doubt?
You might think we do compromise
when I tell you 56% of couples have a
compromise restaurant. But then they
argue about when to leave the house,
how long it takes to get ready and who’s
driving. And let’s not talk about trying

to taste the other spouse’s meal.
Maybe I’m being too innocent and
naïve when I talk about compromise.
I guess couples prefer sour grapes and
making their last stand over the custard. I suspect one spouse gets a little
joy asking for extra bread at the restaurant when the other spouse is on a lowcarb diet. Oh, sweet revenge.
And clearly, revenge is a dish best
served cold. Or warm. My wife and I
fight about that all the time.

It takes a village to pack
100 bags of groceries
By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator

S

tuart and Belle Berman are members of Temple Beth Shalom and
also clients of Foresters Financial Insurance, which has active volunteer and community service programs.
Stuart wrote and was awarded a grant
from Foresters to purchase $2,000 of
food to fill 100 bags of groceries for
Jewish Family Services. Stuart and
Belle shopped for all of the food and
delivered it in six installments, with
Temple Beth Shalom members Ruthie
Belkin and Sharon Berry assisting with
the last load.
Arnie Obstein came in to help arrange the boxes/cases/piles of food in
the social hall so the set-up
would be user-friendly for the
volunteers to pack the bags.
Stuart, Belle, Arvin Williams, Kathy Tirado and Ann
Glabere packed 100+ bags.
“Oy a bruch!” as my Aunt
Hennie would say.
There was abundant food
left over and Stuart had an extra $100 that he used to buy
even more food for the pantry.
Stuart and Belle were
awarded an official Certificate
of Appreciation, along with
beaucoup Mitzvah Points.

Stuart & Belle Berman
receive their Certificate of Appreciation

Arvin Williams, Stuart & Belle Berman

Stuart & Belle Berman, Kathy Tirado, Ann Glabere, Arvin Williams

Changing your address?
Seasonal resident? Keep
L’CHAYIM coming to your home.
Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

OUR COMMUNITY

SELICHOT
Saturday, August 28th
8:00 p.m. Havdalah and Dessert
Reception
9:00 p.m. Selichot Service
ROSH HASHANAH
Monday, September 6th
7:30 p.m. Evening Service
Tuesday, September 7th
10:00 a.m. Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Junior Congregation
12:30 p.m Tashlich

Be our guest for lunch following
Tashlich. Families welcome.
Wednesday, September 8th
10:00 a.m. Morning Service

Services will be in person and
streamed on Zoom.

L' C H AY I M AU G U S T 2 0 2 1
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CEMETERY MEMORIAL SERVICE
Sunday, September 12th
10:00 a.m. Temple Beth El
Garden of Memories

SUKKOT
Thursday, September 23
12:30 p.m. Lunch and Learn
in the Sukkah

YOM KIPPUR
Wednesday, September 15th
7:30 p.m. Kol Nidre

SIMCHAT TORAH
Monday, September 27th
5:30 p.m. Simchat Torah Dinner
6:30 p.m. Celebration/Service

Thursday, September 16th
10:00 a.m. Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Junior Congregation
2:30 p.m. Exploring Book of Jonah (Zoom)
4:30 p.m. Musical Meditation
5:30 p.m. Yizkor
6:30 p.m. Neilah

Be our guest for Break the Fast
following Neilah services. Families
welcome.

7

Tuesday, September 28th
10:00 a.m. Yizkor Service
Anyone who purchases guest
High Holy Day ticket(s) is
welcome to a complimentary
membership for the rest of 2021.
Ticket information and reservation
forms for all events are available
on our website, or call/stop by our
office. All are welcome regardless of
financial ability.

16225 WINKLER ROAD. FORT MYERS. FLORIDA. 33908. 239.433.0018. WWW.TEMPLEBETHEL.COM
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Cycle Forward distributes its 100,000th
sanitary product to local women in need

By Suzanne Orkin and Barbara Gribin

H

ow high can you stack a supply of tampons and pads? No
one knows because the need
is so great in our community, that they
are gone too quickly. Cycle Forward
is helping to end period poverty – the
lack of access to sanitary products due
to financial constraints – for women
and girls across Lee County. This past
May, the non-profit organization met
a major milestone by distributing its
100,000th sanitary product to women in
need.
Without consistent access to men-

strual products, women and girls are
unable to attend school or work, and
cannot fully participate in their communities, leaving them at distinct disadvantages academically, socially and
economically.
“We just met our first goal to donate 100,000 items to Lee County
partners, and we are ready to start the
next 100,000,” said Barbara Gribin,
founder of Cycle Forward Florida. “We
are celebrating, but there is so much
more work to do.” Suzanne Orkin,
co-founder stated, “We want to truly

thank both Temple Beth El and Temple
Judea for their donations, making this
milestone possible.”
Cycle Forward Florida’s distribution network includes 21 food pantries,
women’s services and neighborhood
associations in need. Items are hand
delivered throughout the county on
a monthly basis. Any agency in need
can partner with Cycle Forward by
requesting assistance.
“Cycle Forward relies on both fi-

nancial donations as well as donations
of supplies from community members
to be able to continue our mission,”
said Suzanne Orkin. “All involved are
volunteers who want to help end period
poverty for local women and girls.”
If you are able to donate or if you
are a Lee County agency in need,
please email cycleforwardfl@gmail.
com, or call Barbara at 239.940.9404
or Suzanne at 239.218.7018 for more
information.

For a continuously updated
calendar of events, visit
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
BAR MITZVAH
Ryan Ari Seiser, son of Stacy and Lance
Seiser, younger brother of Shayne, and
grandson of Sherry and Joel Levine, will
be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
on Saturday, August 7 at Temple Beth El.
Ryan will be entering 8th grade at
Crestwell School, where he is on the
A-B Honor Roll. Ryan enjoys playing all
sports, especially baseball, and attending
live sporting events. He is thankful to
his family for their support and encouragement, his religious school teachers,
Rabbi Nicole Luna and especially Dale
Cohen for helping him prepare for this special milestone. Ryan looks forward
to celebrating with his family and friends. Mazel tov!

Each month, L’CHAYIM will list your Life Cycle
events – births, B’nai Mitzvah, engagements, etc.
Submit your events to LChayim36@gmail.com.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE
ADVERTISERS WHO HELP
MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE

This month’s
advertisers
This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support
of our advertisers. Please be sure to use their products and services,
and mention that you found them in L’CHAYIM.
Advanced Pain Management....10
Ajax Paving Industries.............19
Alliance Financial Group..........18
Amavida..................................19
Anago Cleaning Systems..........11
Hal Arkin, Realtor®..................14
Art of Fashion and Moore.......23
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands...9
Bruce Kodner Galleries..............3
Calusa Harbour.........................16
Harold Eskin, Attorney.............23
FineMark Natl. Bank & Trust...22
Susan Glasser, Realtor®.............2
Gordon’s Pool & Spa Service...23
Green Schoenfeld & Kyle, LLP.23
Gulf Coast Orthodontics..........18
Dr. David Heligman..................17
Henderson Franklin..................23

Higginson Tax & Accounting...23
Kushner & Kushner...................23
Irving Lewin, Music Lessons...23
Michael Shapiro Photography...27
Paragon Pools...........................23
PCC Tile...................................23
Publix......................................13
Seniors Helping Seniors...........23
Shemtov Title............................23
Snyderman’s Shoes...................23
Taschner Periodontics...............20
Temple Beth El...........................7
Temple Beth Shalom..................5
Temple Judea.........................8,15
Temple Judea Religious School.26
The Bagel Factory....................23
Bob Vinikoor, Realtor®.............18
Wilkes Weinstein Financial Grp.23
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

W

e hope you are enjoying
your summer! This coming
year we will be celebrating our 20th anniversary, a celebration
slightly delayed because of Covid-19.
Read below for some of the interesting
programs we have lined up.
Last month, the board officers for
the upcoming fiscal year took their positions. We thank
outgoing
Chair
Steve Strome for
his extraordinary
work on behalf of
the Museum these
past three years.
He ably guided
our organization
 Susan
before, during and
Suarez
after the turmoil
caused by Covid-19. He oversaw the
completion of the Museum’s first capital campaign and the opening of our
new Museum in late 2019. Steve also
kept the Museum functioning behind
the scenes during the dark days of the
pandemic in 2020, and has steered our
growth since re-opening. We are happy
that Steve will remain on the board and
continue to contribute to the Museum’s
future.
Incoming Board Chair Stuart Price
and his wife Estelle are longtime supporters of our Museum and its mission.
They are well known in our community
and the New Jersey/Philadelphia area
for their generosity toward non-profit
organizations of all sizes. Estelle and

Stuart were named “Philanthropists
of the Year” on National Philanthropy
Day in 2020 by the Collier-Lee Chapter of AFP (Association of Fundraising
Professionals). The award recognized
the Prices for their long-standing philanthropic commitment in Southwest
Florida.
Our newest board member is Stuart Mest, M.D. Stuart was a Pulmonary
and Critical Care Physician who served
as Chairman, Department of Medicine,
and Chief of Critical Care at a southern
New Jersey hospital. He received his
undergraduate degree from the University of Pennsylvania, and his medical
degree from Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine. Stuart has
worked with us for many years as a
Docent and Museum Educator.

with a special exhibit in the Estelle and
Stuart Price Gallery: “Caught on Film:
The Wartime Photography of Ken Regele and the US Army Signal Corps.”
On display through October 17, 2021,
it presents a unique eyewitness look
at WWII as captured by Signal Corps
cameramen. It includes photos of
troops in battle, hastily constructed
Allied bridges next to bombed-out German ones, famous celebrities visiting
the troops and more. Former US Signal
Corps member Ken Regele donated his
photographic collection to us, and it is
one of the largest in our archives.
This summer we will also introduce a new “Virtual Tour” of the special exhibit for those unable to visit in
person. The Zoom program will consist of a live tour with Curator Cody
Rademacher followed up by
an audience Q&A session with
him. More information will be
available shortly on our website.
News for the fall season:
The “Movies That Matter” series will return with three new
films about current human rights
issues. The films are scheduled
Incoming Board Chair Stuart Price, Immediate Past Chair
Steve Strome and Past Chair Herb Berkeley
for Wednesdays, October 13, 20
Things are off to a busy start at the
and 27. Please check our website next
Museum this summer. We are hosting
month for details and to RSVP.
elementary, middle and high school
As we move into season, we’ll
students attending a variety of summer
present a fascinating and touching exprograms. Guest visits are also increashibit about Vedem, the Czech-language
ing as the country begins to open back
underground ‘Zine (small circulation
up for travel.
publication of original or appropriated
We kick off our 20th anniversary
texts and images) created by teenage

boys in the Theresienstadt camp. It
will be on display in the Estelle and
Stuart Price Gallery from November
2021 through February 2022. The exhibit will be accompanied by special
live and Zoom programs during its stay
here.
Early next year, Museum Docents Ellaine Rosen and Stuart Mest,
M.D. will reprise their lecture series
in person. Ellaine will present “Nazi
Looted Art – Unfinished Business,” a
five-part series running at the Museum on Wednesdays from 5:00 to 6:30
p.m. during January and February. The
cost for the series is $100, or $20 per
session. Stuart will present his twopart series at the Museum from 5:00 to
6:30 p.m. in late February and March.,
“Eugenics, Experiments, Ethics: Nazi
Germany, Japan and the U.S.” The cost
for the series is $40. Reservations will
be required for both series, as we anticipate limited seating capacity due
to social distancing. You can sign up
in advance for their series, and all our
programs, on our website.
We hope you’ll plan a visit to the
Museum this summer. To stay in touch
with news and upcoming programming
notes, sign up for our monthly newsletter. Our website, www.HMCEC.org,
provides an easy-to-use link to do so.
You can also follow us on Facebook
and Instagram.
Stay safe and enjoy the rest of your
summer! We hope to see you soon!

A REFORM JEWISH CONGREGATION SERVING SANIBEL, CAPTIVA, FORT MYERS & SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

Bat Yam Temple of the Islands

2021- HIGH HOLY DAYS WORSHIP - 5782
RABBI STEPHEN FUCHS - CANTOR MURRAY SIMON
ABIGAIL ALLISON, piano accompanist - SUSANNAH KELLY, cellist

Selichot

Rosh Hashanah
Yom Kippur

Saturday, AUGUST 28 at 7:00pm EDT - SELICHOT Discussion
Monday, SEPTEMBER 6 at 7:00pm EDT - EVENING SERVICE
Tuesday, SEPTEMBER 7
10:00 am EDT - MORNING SERVICE
12:45pm EDT - TASHLICH SERVICE on a Sanibel beach
Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 15 at 7:00pm EDT - KOL NIDRE
Thursday, SEPTEMBER 16
10:00 am EDT - MORNING SERVICE
Noon EDT - CONGREGANTS' HOUR
3pm EDT - AFTERNOON DISCUSSION OF JONAH
3:45pm EDT - MUSICAL INTERLUDE
4:30pm EDT - YIZKHOR and NEILAH SERVICE

Services will be held in Fellowship Hall of the Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ.
They also can be joined virtually via Zoom. Details to follow in emails to congregants.
We welcome all to join us -- please email batyamsanibel@gmail.com for information.
To make a donation, please visit www.batyam.org.
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Navigating the wine world

By The Wine Whisperer

A

s a wine journalist, and as
someone who evaluates wines
I believe many people would
enjoy, it’s my solemn duty to sample widely, tasting and evaluating as
many wines as possible. It is, as you
might imagine,
a pleasant responsibility. I’m
required to swirl
and sip the bottles sent to me
by wineries and
their public relations firms, and
 Jerry
I’m also forced
Greenfield
(forced, I say) to
attend wine events where dozens, even
hundreds, of wines are poured for appreciative and critical members of the
trade, as well as everyday aficionados.
Not long ago, my wife Debi and I
made our way to Miami to attend a major event staged by well-known wine
critic James Suckling. It was held in
the Design District and had two floors
of tables offering a vast array of Italian
wines from every region in the country
as well as the outlying islands.
the 20
very
nextPhoto.qxp_Layout
night, we jour-1
m AdThen,
2021 Half
Daitch
neyed to the Boca Bacchanal, an annual wine and food blast that benefits the
area’s historical society and museum.

The difference was that this event offered not only generous pours of wines
from all over, but small bites provided
by the area’s restaurants, so there was
an opportunity for a bit of wine and
food pairing practice.
There’s a certain…well, protocol…to sampling through events of this
type. First of all, the individual tables
have small buckets on them. These are
for dumping any sample you don’t finish, and also for spitting. The spitting
part is important, because even though
you may receive only an ounce or two
of each sample, they add up fast. If you
don’t spit, you might wind up going
home in an Uber or an ambulance. And
by the way, this spitting thing is a subtle, reserved, decorous action. It’s not
polite to go for distance.
There are many chances for wine
lovers to attend events like these, since
most are open to the public (for a fee).
The Italian tasting sponsored by James
Suckling was held in three cities. Wine
Spectator magazine also does “Grand
Tour” events offering tastings of hundreds of wines in several cities every
year. And then there’s the Wine Experience,8:31
a three-day
5/14/21
AM Page 1 program of grand
tastings and seminars held in New
York every October. We never miss it.
So watch for these events because

they’ll give you an excellent opportunity to do what every wine lover
should do: sample widely. Like these
new recommendations:
Prisoner Eternally Silenced Pinot Noir California 2017 ($55) – The
first Pinot from The Prisoner company
offers aromas of dark cherry, cranberry
and cloves. Richly textured and round
on the palate with a hint of pine. The
distinctive bottle makes for an excellent gift idea. WW 92
Brumont Petit Torus Madiran
2015 ($13) – The Madiran area lies
in the Gascony region of southwest
France, and their signature red grape is
Tannat. This blend also includes a bit
of Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet
Franc, for added dimension and complexity. The nose of warm earth and
black plum is followed by sensations
of subtle blackberry that’s very light
on the palate with a subtle finish. WW
86-87
L’enclos des Braves Gaillac 2016
($12) -- Located in southwest France
not far from Toulouse, Gaillac may
be one of France’s oldest viticultural areas. We’re way off the beaten
track here, with this rich red blend
being composed of 70% Duras and
30% Braucol, also known as Fer. Very
straightforward notes of red cherry and

smoke. Not very complex but a pleasant alternative to heavier reds. WW 86
Ferraton Per & Fils Crozes-Hermitage “La Matiniere” 2015 ($26)
– It means “early bird,” which is apparently a private joke in the Ferraton
family. Composed of 100% Syrah, itJ
delivers a fully charged palate of reda
berries and currants, along with smoke,A
cedar and spice…and maybe a bit ofp
r
raspberry. WW 91
y
Ask the Wine Whisperer
I read a review of a wine that said,I
“drink now.” Why would it say that? S
c
– Amber F., Fort Myers
This simply means that the tasters
thinks the wine won’t improve withm
age. In fact, most wines are ready tot
enjoy as soon as they’re bottled, bute
can generally be kept for a year or two.c
Winemakers know we want instanta
gratification, and they produce manya
of their wines to be consumed fairlyi
young.
Jerry Greenfield is the Wine Whisper-C
er, a wine author, educator and con-G
sultant. He is Creative Director ofu
Greenfield Media & Marketing, andc
an adjunct professor in the wine pro-b
gram at Florida Gulf Coast University.N
His book, Ask the Wine Whisperer, isl
available on his website. Read his bloga
a
at www.winewhisperer.com.
M
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Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Daitch proudly support L’CHAYIM and the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties

Celebrating 20 years of
pain management excellence,
providing uniquely advanced skills
and technology for restored
comfort and mobility.

Jonathan S. Daitch, MD
Ivan A. Samcam, MD
Aileen H. Padilla, DO

8255 College Parkway, South Fort Myers
239-437-8000 • APMSS.net

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous
readers, committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation.
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Stars of David

By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist

-Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify
)with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also
identified as Jewish.
n
Chanler-Berat is mostly known as
tJuly Catch-Up
and
August
Premieres
a
New
York stage actor. He grew up in
d
A
reboot
of
The
TV
series
Gossip
Girl
a heavily Jewish NYC suburb. He has
,
premiered
on
HBO
Max
on
July
8
and
starred in several Broadway shows, inf
runs until August 12 (after that date,
cluding a musical, and he’s had several
you can binge the whole first season).
TV guest roles.
The complete 3 rd season of the
,It was developed for TV by JOSHUA
SAFRAN, 30ish. He’s best known for
Netflix original series Virgin River becreating and often writing the ABC
gan streaming on July 9. It consistently
series Quantico. As in the original, the
ranks as one of the most popular series
main
characters
are
all
affluent
older
on Netflix. The title refers to a (fictional)
h
teens
who
attend
a
private
school.
HowNorthern California rural town where
o
ever,
there
are
some
changes.
The
cast/
the series is set. The 1st season deftly
t
characters are more diverse ethnically
juggled humor with dramatic scenes.
and
racially
and
there
are
LGBT
charThe acting was very good.
t
acters.
Also,
the
impact
of
social
media
Like many series, the 2nd and 3rd
y
season faltered as the plot lines got more
yis a big new theme.
The main cast includes ADAM
soap opera-ish.
CHANLER-BERAT, 34 and TAVI
The 3rd season saw the arrival of
the show’s first Jewish cast member –
-GEVINSON, 25. Gevinson, who grew
up
near
Chicago,
was
just
11
when
she
STACEY FARBER, 33. She has a ref
created
(2008)
a
very
popular
fashion
curring role as Tara, the granddaughter
d
blog
and
became
the
darling
of
the
of Connie, an important character who
New
York
fashion
world.
In
2011,
she
runs the town’s general store. Farber
.
launched and personally ran Rookie,
grew up in Toronto. Like many young
an
online
magazine
for
teens
that
had
Canadians, she got her start (2002-2009)
g
a few good years but folded in 2016.
with a big role on the popular Canadian
Meanwhile, she became an actress and
series DeGrassi High: The Next Genhas appeared in a few films, on TV
eration.
(guest shots), and in Broadway and
My Unorthodox Life, an original
off-Broadway shows. Her parents are
Netflix reality show, began streaming
religious Jews.
on July 14. The series centers around

the personal and professional life of
fashion mogul JULIA HAART, 50ish.
Haart, the mother of four, left her life
in a Hasidic sect to become the head
of a major modeling empire. In dress
and conduct, she is no longer a typical
Hasidic woman. Much of the series focuses on the contrast between the former
Hasidic lifestyle of her and her children
and their current lifestyles.
The eight-part original CNN series
History of the Sitcom began on July 11
and new episodes premiere on Sundays
at 9:00 p.m. It features 180 interviews
with famous sitcom figures, including
the late CARL REINER, NORMAN
LEAR, LISA KUDROW, JASON ALEXANDER, MEL BROOKS, JUDD
APATOW, DAN LEVY and CHUCK
LORRE. Another CNN original series,
Jerusalem: City of Faith and Fury,
started on July 18 (10:00 p.m.). This
six-part series covers the city’s history
from biblical times until the present. It
is narrated by actor Ewan McGregor,
whose ex-wife is Jewish. The couple’s
four children were raised Jewish. You
can catch up with both series via on-demand.
Mr. Corman is a 10-episode series
that premieres on Apple TV+ on Friday, August 6. JOSEPH GORDON-

LEVITT, 40, created the series, directs
it, writes it and stars as the title character. It follows Josh Corman, a former
musician who teaches fifth grade in Los
Angeles. As the series starts, his fiancée
has just moved out and she’s replaced by
his high school buddy. The advance publicity says, “He knows he has a lot to be
thankful for, but finds himself struggling
nevertheless through anxiety, loneliness
and a sinking suspicion that he sucks
as a person. Darkly funny, oddly beautiful and deeply heartfelt, this relatable
dramedy speaks for our contemporary
generation of 30-somethings – rich with
good intentions, poor with student loans
and yearning to become real grown-ups
sometime before they die.”
Free City opens (exclusively) in
theaters on Friday, August 13. Guy
(Ryan Reynolds) discovers he is not
really a “living” bank teller, but a minor
character in a video game. He takes
steps to make himself the hero of the
game, which will have the effect of
preventing the game’s developers from
shutting the game down. The film is
directed by SHAWN LEVY, 52, another Canadian “landsman.” He’s most
famous for helming the Night at the
Museum flicks. ZAK PENN, 53, cowrote the film.

Stay connected all month long at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org

BIG OR SMALL…

WE CLEAN THEM ALL®
239-206-2520
anagoswfl.com

With more than 30 years in the commercial cleaning franchising industry,
Anago has helped pioneer this sector by developing standards and practices
that others replicate.

Our franchisees provide Scheduled Cleaning, Carpet Cleaning, Ceramic, Tile and Grout Cleaning, Day
Porters, Emergency Cleanup, Exposed Surfaces Disinfection, Hard Surface Floor Care, Restrooms, Special
Event Cleanup, Spring Cleaning, Window Washing and much more.

WHY ANAGO IS THE SUPERIOR CHOICE FOR COMMERCIAL CLEANING!®

• Ranked #1 in Janitorial
• Consistent & Dependable

YOUR CLEANING NINJAS
Our efficient and stealthy
cleaning franchisees get the job
done without any disruption
to the flow of your business.

• Available 24/7
• Green Cleaning Experts

• Competitive Pricing
• Total Satisfaction Guarantee

A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE
Our franchise owners use
systematic methods to create a visible
difference in the cleanliness
of your workspace.

WITH ANAGO YOU GET:
• A partner with a 98% retention rate
• Calendaring system ensures all tasks are completed as scheduled
• Inspection/survey process ensures compliance to your specs
• Microfiber tools to remove more dirt
• EPA registered disinfectants for virus and bacteria removal
• Dedicated client services rep to assist with your needs

• Two-Hour Response Guarantee
• Fully Insured and Bonded

BEST SERVICE AND PRICE
One of our primary goals is to
provide clients with the absolute
best service in the industry,
at a competitive price.

SERVING COLLIER, LEE, CHARLOTTE,
SARASOTA & MANATEE COUNTIES

CONSISTENT RESULTS
By paying attention to the details,
high touch spots and areas of concern,
clients get an exceptional and
consistent clean every time.
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Celebrating with sweets
– recipe by Chef Dalia

R

osh Hashanah is almost here.
It is one of my favorite holidays and it usually falls just as
my kids have gone back to school and
we’re all gearing up for a new year. It
is a time of renewal and of family, always filled with good food, festive traditions, and wishes, hopes and prayers
for the future. At the same time, Rosh
Hashanah has an unhappy side. Rosh
Hashanah brings back memories for
me both sweet and painful.
For me, celebrating Rosh Hashanah with my family in Israel was one of
the most special and meaningful times
of the year. Hours before the sun began
to set on Rosh Hashanah evening, my
grandmother would drape a white tablecloth across her dining room table
and set out her best dishes. Prior to the
festive Rosh Hashanah meal, which
marks the beginning of the two-day

holiday, my family, like other Sephardic Jews (Jews whose ancestors came
from Spain and Morocco), will say
a prayer over a number of symbolic
fruits and vegetables. The head of a
fish will be served to the senior family members at the table, “so we will
begin the new year at the head, not the
tail.” Other prayers, including the wish
for a happy, sweet, plentiful and prosperous year, will be made both nights
of the holiday over dates and sesame
and anise seeds. The first night, an apple will be dipped in honey, and on the
second night the blessing will be said
over a pomegranate. “God wants the
Jews to multiply like sesame or pomegranate seeds.” After a short ceremony, a festive dinner will begin with a
blessing over the “pain petri” – a sweet
Moroccan challah that is made circular
to symbolize a full, “round” year. “It

JEWISH INTEREST

should taste sweet, like a brioche.”
At every Moroccan Jewish festival
meal, our meal opened with a spread
of cooked salads – carrots, peppers and
eggplant dishes cooked in advance.
The meal will continue with Moroccan
fish followed by the famous Moroccan
pastels, meat-filled turnovers. For the
main course, my grandmother makes
lamb.
Honey-dipped “cigars” filled with
ground almonds and macaroons will be
the dessert instead of the typical Eastern European honey cake found in the
majority of American Jewish homes.
At the end of the night, we assured my
grandmother that there is enough food,
and yes, the dishes are just as good as
they were last year. But most important, we were together, and that fills
us all with giddy delight and a certain
spiritual awe.
My grandmother, like other Moroccan women, is fiercely proud of her
culinary skills. Many of them proudly kept family secrets and will never
reveal their recipes. Fortunately, my
grandma was willing to share some of
the dishes she would prepare on Rosh
Hashanah. Today I am going to share
with you a top secret one for the “pain
petri” – a Moroccan anise seed
challah recipe, with my own
modern twist. Small, soft and
buttery dough balls connect to
each other to create a round
and impressive challah-like
pastry, perfect for the Rosh
Hashanah table. The prepared
pastry is drizzled with honey
syrup, usually seasoned with
anise seed and sometimes
with citrus blossom water.
Here I added milk and ginger (instead of anise seed) to
the honey, which along with
sweetness and shine, gave it a
lovely seasoning.
Ingredients:
For dough:
• 3½ cups bread flour
• 2½ teaspoons dry yeast
• 1 teaspoon salt
• ¼ cup sugar
• 3 large eggs
• 3 egg yolks from large eggs
• 1 cup soft butter
For brushing:
• 1 yolk
• 1 teaspoon milk
• 1 tablespoon sugar for sparkle
For honey, milk and ginger syrup:
• ¾ cup honey
• ¾ cup milk
• 1 teaspoon ground ginger
You will need a 10” spring pan
Prepare the dough:
X Mix flour and yeast in a mixer bowl
with a kneading hook on medium
speed. Add salt and sugar and stir
until incorporated into the mixture.
X Reduce the speed, add eggs and
egg yolks and stir until incorporated into the mixture.
X Gradually add the butter, 1 tablespoon at a time, until it is absorbed
into the mixture.
X Increase the speed and continue to

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed
can be reached at
daliahemed@msn.com.

knead for about 8 minutes. Cover
and let it rise for 2 hours or until
the dough doubles in size.
Prepare the syrup:
X Pour the ingredients into a medium
saucepan and bring to a boil over a
medium heat. Lower the heat and
cook for 15-10 minutes. Stir occasionally until you get a light and
thick golden syrup with a toffee
texture.

Prepare the pastry:
X Roll out the dough into about 30
small balls weighing 1 ounce each.
X Grease a pan with butter, line with
baking paper and arrange the balls
from the edges toward the center. It
is important not to crowd the balls
to leave room for them to swell.
X Cover the pan with plastic wrap
and leave to rise for another hour
and a half or until the dough almost
doubles in size, and the balls stick
to each other and fill the entire area
of the pan.
X Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
X Mix the yolk and milk in a bowl,
and brush the surface of the balls.
Sprinkle over sugar.
X Bake 45-40 minutes until golden
and firm, starting at the top and
bottom. Remove the challah from
the oven and immediately pour the
syrup over it with a spoon. Cool
slightly and serve. Keep up to two
days at room temperature.
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Sweet tastes
for the New Year.
May your year be sweet and the celebration joyful.
Find recipes at publix.com/highholidays.

13

14

JEWISH INTEREST

L' C H AY I M AU G U S T 2 0 2 1
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

The Berlin Summer Olympics, 1936

By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

S

traddling July and August, we
will be enjoying (hopefully) the
staging of the delayed Games of
the XXXII Olympiad. The Games are
due to finish on August 8, providing
enough of a link to
permit the marking
of another Olympic
Games 85 years ago.
On August 1,
1936, the Summer
Olympics opened in
Berlin. German dicDr. Paul Bartrop
tator Adolf Hitler
used the Games to showcase the Third
Reich and conceal his regime’s antisemitic and militaristic intentions,
attempting instead to portray a peaceful
and tolerant Germany to the international community.
The city had been awarded the
Games in 1931, prior to Hitler’s ascent
to power, but the event quickly became
associated with the Nazi regime. From
the start, it was controversial. The official Nazi Party paper, the Völkischer
Beobachter, wrote in the strongest terms
that Jews and Blacks, regardless of their
country of origin, should not be allowed
to participate.
The German Olympic Committee
denied Jews all opportunity of representing Germany. When the possibility
of an international boycott was threatened – robbing Germany not only of
the Games, but also of both the showcase the Nazis were looking for and of
much-desired foreign currency – there
was a token relaxing of the racism: now,
one athlete with a Jewish background
could compete for Germany. Helene
Mayer, who had a Jewish father, was a
world champion fencer who had already
won a gold medal at the 1928 Amsterdam Games. With an eye to the prospect
of her winning another gold medal for
Germany, she became the token Jew
permitted to compete. As it turned
out, she won silver in the individual
foil event.
The prospect of other Jewish athletes competing for Germany was denied, however. Four-time world record
holder and 10-time German national
champion in shot put and discus throw,
Lilli Henoch, was excluded; she was
later deported and murdered in the Riga
ghetto in 1942. Gretel Bergmann, an internationally recognized champion high
jumper, was replaced on the German
team by Dora Ratjen, who was later

revealed to be a male who had been
raised as a girl.
To reassure foreign opinion, Berlin was purged of all traces of Nazi
antisemitism. Local Party authorities
removed street signs bearing such slogans as “Jews not wanted” from Berlin’s
main tourist areas, while all vagrants
and Roma (known as “Gypsies”) were
physically removed to a specially constructed “holding camp” outside the city.
In view of such developments, there
was considerable debate outside Germany prior to the Games over whether a
boycott should go ahead. In some countries, notably Britain, France, Sweden,
Czechoslovakia and the Netherlands,
discussion took place over whether the
Games should perhaps be relocated,
while throughout Europe, exiled political opponents of the Nazis kept up the
pressure for a boycott.
Individual Jewish athletes from a
few countries elected to take matters
into their own hands and refused to
attend. In this regard, brave athletes
such as South African Sid Kiel, and
Americans Milton Green and Norman
Cahners, should be mentioned.
The position of the United States
was crucial, and in September 1934
the U.S. Olympic Committee accepted a German invitation to visit on a
fact-finding mission. U.S. Olympic
Committee president Avery Brundage
concluded that he had not found any
discrimination against Germany’s
Jews, becoming a major supporter of
the Games being held in Berlin and
arguing that “politics has no place in
sport.” By 1935 he had convinced
the U.S. Amateur Athletic Union that
an American team should be sent to
Berlin.
The American Jewish Congress and
the Jewish Labor Committee supported
a boycott, but they had no say in what
was effectively an institutional project
by the American Olympic Committee.
Most African-American newspapers, on the other hand, supported
participation, arguing that this was an
opportunity for Nazi racial theories to
be challenged and defeated. To some
degree, they were right. The iconic
Jesse Owens won four gold medals in
the sprint and long jump events, and
became the most successful athlete to
compete in Berlin.
On the day of the men’s 4×100
relay, Jewish American sprinters Sam
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Stoller and Marty Glickman were
omitted from the team. While this gave
Owens the opportunity to win his
fourth gold medal, the speculation has
ever since been that in the aftermath of
Owens’s earlier victories, Avery Brundage did not want to add to Hitler’s embarrassment by having two Jews win
gold medals. Suggestions have been
consistent that the omission of Stoller
and Glickman was deliberately antisemitic, and an appeasing of Hitler.
An obvious act of appeasement was
the tortured debate that took place within the hierarchy of Britain’s BBC over
whether to accredit its foremost sporting
commentator, the former Olympic gold
medalist from the 1924 Paris Games,
Harold Abrahams (his story at these
Games was later told in the movie
Chariots of Fire). It was felt that the
presence in Berlin of Abrahams, who
was Jewish, could have been embarrassing to the British government. The
BBC’s Controller of Programs, Cecil

B

T

Graves, wrote to his colleagues, “We
all regard the German action against the
Jews as quite irrational and intolerable
… but would it be discourteous to sendl
a Jew commentator to a country wheret
Jews are taboo?” After much deliber-J
ation, Abrahams was sent to Berlin,
with Graves concluding that the BBCt
should inform the Germans of the BBCp
decision and “leave them to raise anyo
objections.”
w
The Berlin Olympics torch relayr
from Mount Olympus in Greece wasa
the first of its kind, and the Games werefi
the first to have live television coverage.
Despite these advances, they were alsou
to be the finaal Olympic Games for 12c
years owing to World War II. Ironically,c
the next Games, slated for 1940, wereh
to have been held in Tokyo.
w
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus oft
History and the former Director of thee
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Re-p
search at Florida Gulf Coast University.
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We can make a
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INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent
Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us.
Anonymous
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help
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Mellow Mah Jongg
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Everything you need to know about the Iron Dome

By Naama Barak, ISRAEL21c.org, May 19, 2021

T

he current round of violence
e
between Israel and Hamas in
e
the Gaza Strip erupted with a
dliteral boom as rockets were fired from
ethe Palestinian coastal enclave toward
Jerusalem.
,
They set off rocket attack sirens
Cthat have become the soundtrack of the
Cpast week, accompanied by the booms
yof Iron Dome, the air defense system
whose interceptor missiles have been
yregularly blowing up incoming rockets
and turning the night sky into a bizarre,
efireworks-like display.
Although Iron Dome has been in
ouse since 2011, it is this most recent
2conflict that has exposed its amazing
capabilities to the Israeli public. As
eheavy rocket fire reaches multiple and
widespread locations across the counftry, many citizens are breathing much
eeasier knowing that they are under the
-protection of this wonder.
.
Here is everything that you need to
know about it.
At first, many were skeptical about it
When Brig. Gen. Daniel Gold first
proposed his idea for Iron Dome, he
faced strong criticism that required a
lot of nerve to overcome. Luckily, he
managed to convince the country’s top
brass of the advantages of his concept
of air defense.
“My incentive was saving human
lives,” he told ISRAEL21c a few years
ago. “I saw what was going on and I
said to myself, with all the technology
that exists in Israel, we must use it to
protect human life. We will find a way.
It always takes the political and military
echelons a long time to think about what
they want to do, and in the meantime,
we started to create a solution.”
It provides protection against
nearby threats
One of the reasons so many people were
skeptical about Iron Dome was the type
of threat that it was meant to protect
from – short-range and low-tech rockets.
According to Rafael, the defense-sector corporation that developed it, Iron
Dome works against mortars, artillery

shells, rockets, unmanned aerial vehicles, helicopters and more. In fact, the
current conflict saw Iron Dome intercept
a UAV, the first operational interception
of its kind in the world.
Like all things in the Israeli army,
it’s made up of three parts
Iron Dome batteries are made up of
three parts: a radar, a control center and
interceptor missiles. The radar recognizes when a rocket is launched, while
the control center quickly calculates its
flight path. If it estimates that the launch
will prove dangerous, the interceptor
missiles are launched to detonate the

supplemented by an aerial defense
system called David’s Sling, which
operates against cruise missiles; and
by Arrow, which targets more sophisticated ballistic missiles.
The success rate is phenomenal
In Operation Protective Edge in 2014,
Iron Dome proved to be highly successful, intercepting 90% of fatal rockets.
Nowadays, its accuracy is said to be
nearer to 95%. This means that the
combination of Iron Dome protection
and following guidelines on how to
behave during an attack (rushing to a
protected space if indoors or lying flat
on the ground when outdoors)
has saved many, many lives
in Israel. In fact, it’s a game
changer.
It works come rain or shine
Iron Dome can work in all
weather conditions, including
low clouds, rain, dust storms
or fog.
A long-exposure photograph shows Iron Dome firing
It’s pretty costly
interception missiles, as seen from the southern Israeli city
of Ashdod on May 16, 2021 (photo by Avi Roccah/Flash90)
One of the criticisms first
rocket before it gets too close to its
launched against Iron Dome was that it’s
target, resulting in streaks of light and
a costly operation. Each battery reportdeafening booms.
edly costs $100 million, and each interIt’s quite compact
ceptor missile around $50,000. All this,
Each Iron Dome launcher holds 20
while the rockets it detonates only cost
interceptor missiles that each weigh
a few hundred dollars to produce. And
200 pounds and is 10 feet long. Slender
yet, time has shown the huge impact of
though they are, you wouldn’t guess it
the system, not only in terms of saving
from the sound the system emits when
lives but its protection of infrastructure,
a missile is launched, which is more
buildings and the like.
reminiscent of a fighter jet taking off.
It comes accompanied by
It covers extensive range
Color Red alerts
Despite its small size, Iron Dome covers
When rockets are launched into Israel,
an extensive range of between 2.5 and
a rocket siren alert called Color Red is
40 miles. This means it can intercept
blasted throughout the area in danger.
rockets launched out of the southern
The alert announces “Color Red, Color
Gaza Strip heading for the border areas
Red” in a tinny female voice, which
and also the area reaching as far away
is then immediately accompanied by
as the outskirts of Haifa, which is much
the booms of Iron Dome. Together,
farther north.
these noises have become the horrible
It’s not the only thing protecting
soundtrack of the week.
Israel’s skies
There’s a land version
Iron Dome protects Israelis from shortand a sea version
range threats such as rockets, but it’s
Iron Dome can protect people and infrano use when it comes to bigger, more
structure on land and at sea. One version
advanced weaponry. Therefore, it’s
can be loaded onto trucks and placed in

desired locations near communities or
important facilities, while the other can
be positioned atop Israel Navy ships to
safeguard infrastructure such as offshore
gas rigs.
The United States also has
Iron Domes
After some speculation, the United
States confirmed in 2019 that it purchased Iron Dome batteries. According
to Israeli media reports, the U.S. purchased two batteries, which it planned
on stationing in conflict zones outside
of its borders. Britain, meanwhile, has
purchased Iron Dome’s control center.
It’s award-winning
The anonymous developers of the Iron
Dome, who hail from the defense establishment, won the prestigious Israel
Defense Prize back in 2012 for their
work, only one year after the system
came into use.
You don’t need a lot of muscle
to operate it
According to an interview given by Iron
Dome’s developers a few years ago,
they created the system with its future
possible handlers in mind.
This means that it can be easily
operated by an average woman soldier
standing 5’2” tall and weighing about
100 pounds. And it probably, is since
all Iron Dome battalions include female
soldiers.
It was somewhat inspired by
a toy car
One of the Iron Dome developers said
that to meet schedule and budget requirements, some of the missile components were taken from a toy car he had
bought for his son at a local Toys“R”Us
store. A few years later, things came a
full circle when an Iron Dome toy car
model hit the market.
Naama Barak is a writer at ISRAEL21c.
A PhD student at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, she loves all things
history and politics. Food and fashion
come a close second. Prior to joining
ISRAEL21c, Naama worked for Israel’s
leading English-language dailies and
cutting-edge start-ups.
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BRIEFS
THE IDF ARRIVES
IN SURFSIDE

A small team from the Israel Defense
Force’s Homefront Command arrived
in Surfside. They joined a psycho-trauma unit from Israel-based United
Hatzalah, and paramedics from Magen
David Adom and Zaka who had also
traveled to Miami from the Middle
East. “We’re here to show support, solidarity,” Maor Elbaz-Starinsky, Israel’s
Consul General in Miami, told me. The
Israelis are here for the living.
That the Israeli visitors have succeeded in alleviating anyone’s suffering shows what the Jewish state can
mean to people thousands of miles
away during the worst moment of their
lives. The tragedy in Surfside shows
that the connections between American Jews and the Jewish state are not
merely political and go beyond the
strictly rational. The bonds are resilient in ways that perhaps only a crisis

can fully surface. In moments of need,
all other contexts retreat into the background, and the Jews can still resemble
a family.
Nachman Shai, Israel’s Minister
for Diaspora Affairs who was in Surfside, said, “It’s important for Jews in
the diaspora to know that we care for
them and that we will come any time
they need us.”
In the official Israeli view, and in
the view of many American Jews, the
Jewish backyard extends for thousands
of miles, meaning that every crisis is
inevitably an intimate one.
Part of the Israeli theory of trauma reduction is that when people are
stressed, make them be active. The
IDF’s presence could be thought of as
part of the healing process. Describing
the layout of an apartment, or a distinguishing physical feature or piece of
jewelry or clothing to Col. Elad Edri or
one of his colleagues is an activity that
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assuages one’s sense of helplessness.
Some 80% of the families of the missing, Jewish and non-Jewish, talked to
the IDF team. (Armin Rosen, Tablet)

HONDURAS OPENS
EMBASSY IN JERUSALEM

Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez dedicated the new Embassy of
Honduras in Jerusalem on Thursday,
June 24, the fourth country to do so.
In addition, Hungary and the
Czech Republic have diplomatic offices in Jerusalem, and several countries
have trade offices in the capital. (Lahav
Harkov, Jerusalem Post)

ISRAEL APPROVES SALE
OF ADDITIONAL WATER
TO JORDAN

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett
has approved the immediate sale of 50
million cubic meters of water to Jordan, to be followed by another 50 million next year.
Israel supplies Jordan with 55 million cubic meters of water annually,
according to the 1994 peace agreement. However, Jordan’s water needs
increased significantly after the influx
of three million refugees from Iraq and
Syria.
The Netanyahu government had
agreed to provide Jordan with additional water in April but the deal was
not completed. (Asharq Al-Awsat - UK)

HAMAS ROCKET ATTACK
FROM GAZA PROVOKED
MAJOR ISRAELI POLICY
SHIFT

When Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar
gave the order to fire rockets at Jerusalem on May 10, he failed to see that
this would lead to a fundamental shift
in Israeli policy on Gaza. Due to his
miscalculation, Israel is now transferring only limited amounts of humanitarian aid and fuel to Gaza.
In the days preceding the fighting,
Israel was still conducting talks with
Hamas on a wide range of economic
projects for Gaza including a new water
pipeline, the construction of fish farms,
the establishment of a large fuel reservoir to prevent future power shortages,
and a jointly operated industrial zone at
the Karni border crossing. All of these
projects have now been canceled.
During the fighting, Israeli officials kept repeating, “What was, is no
more.” The true meaning of that is now
clear. Moreover, the IDF is just wait-

ing for the first rocket to fly as a reason
to destroy Hamas’ remaining arsenals.
(Alex Fishman, Ynet News)

DID ISRAEL CRIPPLE
IRAN’S NATANZ
UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR
ENRICHMENT FACILITY?

On April 11, Iran reported an “incident” at the Natanz nuclear facility that
completely shut down its power supply. A televised statement by Alireza
Zakani, the head of the Iranian Parliament’s research center, revealed that an
explosion had destroyed “thousands”
of centrifuges. It appears that the Israeli intelligence service – possibly with
the help of Iranian anti-government
groups – had smuggled an explosive
device into Natanz and detonated it remotely.
Iran then announced with great
fanfare that it would now start enriching uranium up to 60%, but would not
do so at Natanz, as originally intended.
Anyone producing uranium enriched
to 60% is definitely working on nuclear
weapons – there is no other conclusion.
Israel has succeeded in crippling
Iran’s Natanz uranium enrichment
facility for the unforeseeable future
– with a single explosive device and
without significant collateral damage.
This is particularly important because
the 2015 nuclear agreement stipulates
that Natanz is Iran’s sole facility for
enriching uranium – Natanz “exclusively,” as the text of the JCPOA puts
it.
Now more than ever, the “Begin
Doctrine” applies, according to which
Israel will under no circumstances allow an enemy to develop weapons of
mass destruction that could be used
against the Israeli population. Israeli elites have come to understand that
they must fight the battle against Iran
and its nuclear program without U.S.
assistance. (Dr. Hans Ruhle, National
Interest)

AT LEAST 48% OF
PALESTINIANS KILLED
DURING 2021 GAZA
WAR WERE TERROR
OPERATIVES

At least 112 (48%) of the 234 Palestinians killed during the Gaza conflict
in May have been identified as being
associated with terrorist groups, the
Intelligence and Terrorism Information
Center reported recently. Sixty-three
continued on next page

For daily news stories related to
Israel & the Jewish world, visit
the Federation’s website at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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My teen self would be proud of the adult work
I do to strengthen Israel
By Joshua Mellits, Jewish National Fund-USA Director, Western Florida

T

hroughout my life, I have reto Israel many times, vacationing and
corded meaningful moments
visiting family outside Tel Aviv, but this
n
through writing, and I tend to
was my first time exploring the country
.hold onto those pieces. I kept my diary
not as a tourist but as a resident and stufrom third grade, letters from summer
dent. Years later, I think fondly back on
camp and clippings from school newsthe memories of studying abroad with
papers – including a poimy friends from my
gnant article processing
suburban Philadelphia
my own and my midJewish day school
dle-school classmates’
(Barrack Hebrew
Academy) and lessons
-trauma as eyewitnesses
to
the
September
11
terlearned on living int
ror
attacks
while
on
a
dependently as preparation for college. I
afield trip. Having these
have no intention to
-first-person accounts is
a treasured window into
discard my markedup AMHSI-JNF core
”past experiences as they
curriculum books and
-happened.
Among these innotes.
Yet being able to
Joshua Mellits
tvaluable reflections are
peek into the real-time thoughts of my
esome from the most impactful trip I’ve
teenage mind is a special gift. In one
-ever taken: my junior-year semester at
the Alexander Muss High School in
passage, I describe “the sense of accomplishment I felt trekking on land where
tIsrael, now powered by Jewish National
my ancient ancestors died fighting for
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t
were associated with Hamas, 20 with
e
Islamic Jihad and 25 with Fatah. And
other 11 men between the ages of 17
.
and 40 may also have been associated
e
with terrorist groups.
s
An additional 21 Palestinians died
r
from misfired Palestinian rockets intended to strike Israel, which landed in
s
Gaza. Without diminishing the tragedy
of the deaths of women and children,
n
many were family members of terrorh
ists. Others lived in close proximity to
terrorist locations. (Yonah Jeremy Bob,
f
Jerusalem Post)
d
WHAT’S DISPROPORTIONAL
t
IS THE CRITICISM OF
n

ISRAEL

lWhile the fighting between Israel and
Hamas has stopped for now, critics
continue to condemn Israel for allegedly using “disproportional force” and for
ethnically cleansing Palestinians from
Jerusalem. Yet when the city was unified by Israel in 1967 it was 26% Arab.
Now, after 54 years of “ethnic cleansing,” Jerusalem is 38% Arab. The dispute in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood
tof Jerusalem involves Palestinians who
gare tenants on land even Jordan agreed
ewas Jewish-owned.
n
e

As for disproportionate force, is
Israel guilty because far more Gazans
than Israelis have died? In World War
II, far more Japanese and Germans
died than Americans. Does that mean
Imperial Japan or Nazi Germany were
in the right, and the U.S. was in the
wrong? Moreover, in May, 680 Palestinian missiles misfired and came
down in Gaza, killing Palestinian civilians whose deaths were blamed on
Israel. It is the lies told about Israel that
are disproportional. (Dr. Alex Safian,
CAMERA)

MORE ISRAELI MUSLIMS
ARE JOINING THE IDF

While Israeli Muslims are exempt
from the draft, they may volunteer for
army service. The IDF reported that
606 Muslim Israelis joined the IDF in
2020, compared to 489 in 2019 and
436 in 2018. More than half went to
combat units.
The number joining the Bedouin reconnaissance unit rose to 171 in
2020, compared to 84 in 2018. (Tal
Lev Ram, Jerusalem Post)

ARAB AND JEWISH
DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

During the period of Israel’s full control of the West Bank (1967-1992), the
Arab population expanded by 79%,
from 586,000 to 1,050,000, due to the
continued on next page
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the survival of the Jewish people, or
looking over valleys and vegetation below me in the light of dawn at Masada.
Before, I dutifully read the biblical text;
now I was using the Tanach [Hebrew
bible] as my road map.”
Other detailed scenes include muddy knees in caves used during the Bar
Kochva revolt against the Romans in
the 2nd century CE; stargazing on a solo
trek in the dunes of the Negev; dancing
in an ultra-Orthodox synagogue in a
sea of men’s black hats on the holiday
of Simchat Torah; windows rattling
from not-so-distant explosions during
a homestay near the Gaza border; and
countless more.
That is why working for Jewish

Specializing in
outpatient hip and
knee replacement

National Fund-USA feels like I have
come full circle, dedicating my professional career to the Jewish community and to strengthening the land and
people of Israel. I would like to think
my past self would be proud, and he
said it best: “My perspective has been
entirely altered…I know I had taken
for granted…my frequent visits to the
Holy Land, and most importantly, my
knowledge about our people. I was
educated with a head for Judaism – but
only now have I fully developed a heart
and soul for it.”
For more information about Jewish
National Fund-USA’s High School in
Israel, contact me at jmellits@jnf.org
or visit amhsi.org.
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unprecedented Israeli development of
health, medical, transportation, education and employment infrastructure,
following stagnation during the Jordanian occupation of the area (1948-67).
Arab infant mortality was drastically reduced, while life expectancy
surged. The Arab population in the
West Bank has also undergone massive
urbanization (from 75% rural in 1967
to 77% urban in 2021).

Israel, with a birthrate of 3.09 per
woman (compared with 3.02 among
West Bank Arab women), leads the 34
OECD (Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development) countries in fertility. This is due to the Israeli state of mind, which is heavy on
optimism, faith, patriotism, attachment
to roots, collective responsibility and
the centrality of children. It is common
for secular, highly educated, working
Israeli Jewish women to have three or
four children, a trend unheard of elsewhere in the West.
Israel’s robust demography refutes
the assertion that its Jewish majori-
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your business making the most of untapped potential.
Using this revolutionary financial model, you can:

With deep regret, I recently resigned
from the Professional Staff Congress
of the City University of New York
(PSC-CUNY) due to its antisemitism.
I joined the union when I became a
professor of Jewish studies at Hunter College in 2018. I was extremely
proud to do so, as union organizing
was in my blood. My great-grandfather
helped found the Jewish Labor Committee in 1934, whose focus was to
organize Jewish workers and to combat the rising tide of antisemitism in
Europe.
On June 10, the PSC-CUNY approved a resolution which called Israel a “settler colonial state” that was
massacring Palestinians, and endorsed
the BDS movement. The resolution did
not mention Jewish casualties at all and
did not mention Hamas, whose charter
contains the chilling injunction to wipe
out all Jews from the Middle East.
It seems to me that the American
country club antisemitism of the 1950s
and 1960s has found its new expression in BDS. You can tell yourself that
you’re not actually a racist, you just

ANCIENT COINS FOUND
FROM JEWISH REVOLT
AGAINST THE ROMANS

Two 2,000-year-old coins dating back
to the Jewish revolt against the Romans
have been found by Bar-Ilan University archaeologists in Wadi Rashash
in the Binyamin region of the West
Bank. One coin, minted around 67 CE,
features a vine leaf and the Hebrew
inscription Herut Zion (Freedom for
Zion). The second coin dates back to
the Bar Kochba Revolt (132-135 CE).
It bears a palm branch surrounded by
a wreath and the inscription LeHerut
Yerushalayim (Freedom to Jerusalem)
on one side and a musical instrument
and the name “Shimon” on the other – the first name of Bar Kochba, the
rebellion’s leader. (Rossella Tercatin,
Jerusalem Post)
continued on next page
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I RESIGNED FROM THE
CUNY UNION BECAUSE
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don’t like the only country in the world
where Jews are in a majority.
My great-grandfather believed that
in the U.S., all workers were united in
their desire to fight hatred, intolerance
and antisemitism. He would have been
stunned to discover that this branch
of the worker’s movement was being
used to push an agenda that was making Jewish faculty and students feel
unwelcome, hated and afraid. (Leah
Garrett, Forward)
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ty is threatened by Arab demographic
growth. (Yoram Ettinger, Jewish Policy Center)
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IDF COMMANDER OF
COED BATTALION HAILS
PERFORMANCE OF
MIXED-GENDER UNIT

Lt.-Col. Erez Shabtay just completed
two years as commander of Caracal,
one of four IDF mixed-gender infantry
battalions.
“What I’ve seen in this battalion
opened me up to a totally different
world. We have female fighters and
officers who are amazing in terms of
their cognitive ability, their creativity, their bravery and their courage,”
Shabtay said.
“I have no question about the ability of women to be combat fighters....
When you have good people, you can
do anything.” (Judah Ari Gross, Times
of Israel)

THE GAZA WAR 2021:
AN OVERVIEW

¡ What motivated Hamas to attack
Israel for the fourth time since
2008 after Israel had withdrawn
from the entire Gaza Strip?
X The Hamas war against Israel has
ideological roots. The 1988 Hamas
Covenant stated that “Israel will
exist and will continue to exist until Islam obliterates it.” The Covenant adds, “There is no solution
for the Palestinian question except
through Jihad.”
X Hamas claims the war was caused
by Israeli actions in Jerusalem, including plans to evict Palestinians
in the neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah. But in truth, this was a legal
dispute that had been under consideration by Israeli courts for many

years. A deed from 1876 gave legal
title to two Jewish organizations
that purchased the property. Palestinian Arabs moved into the area
after 1948 when it was conquered
by the Arab Legion and the Jews
residing there were evicted. Thus,
this was not a dispute between indigenous Arab residents and new
Israeli “settlers.”
X Since the early 20th century, the
Palestinian leadership in Jerusalem has sought to use the so-called
threat to the Muslim religious
shrines on the Temple Mount
as an instrument to rally public
opinion, and Hamas did so once
again in 2021 when Israel sought
to end rioting and stone throwing
from inside the barricaded al-Aqsa
Mosque.
X In this latest conflict, the Intelligence and Terrorism Information
Center, affiliated with the Israeli
Defense Ministry, examined the
names of those killed on the Palestinian side and found that half
were terrorist operatives. Hamas
spokesmen had claimed that the
overwhelming majority of Palestinians killed were civilians.
X Iran played a key role in support of
Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad rocket fire at Israel from Gaza.
Yahya Sinwar, the leader of Hamas
in Gaza, declared that Iran was the
“largest backer, financially and
militarily” of Hamas, while Ramez
al-Halabi, a senior leader of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, explained that
“every weapon” his organization
uses was purchased with Iranian
funding. (Dore Gold, former director-general of the Israel Foreign
Ministry, former ambassador to
the UN, and president of the Jerusalem Center (Jerusalem Center
for Public Affairs)
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Where’s the outrage?

By David Harris, CEO of American Jewish Committee (AJC), June 27, 2021

T

here’s an entire global industry
dedicated to vilifying and isolating Israel, the world’s only
Jewish-majority nation.
Where’s the outrage?
Of the 193 UN member states, only
one, Israel, is targeted by another, Iran,
for annihilation, even as many countries
conduct a shameful business-as-usual
policy with the Iranian regime.
Where’s the outrage?
At the UN Human Rights Council
in Geneva, just one nation is deemed
such a violator of human rights that
it warrants a separate and permanent
agenda item. Not China. Not Cuba.
Not Iran. Not Russia. Not Syria. Only
Israel, the lone liberal democracy in the
Middle East.
Where’s the outrage?
Every country but one has the
recognized right to designate its own
capital city. Only Israel is denied that
right by a majority of states, and, by the
way, even though the key government
agencies are located in Jerusalem and all
official meetings take place there.
Where’s the outrage?
Unlike other countries, Israel’s
legitimacy is constantly challenged,
yet Israel’s claim to a sovereign sliver
of land has been validated by more
international bodies (San Remo Conference, League of Nations, UN Special
Committee on Palestine, UN General
Assembly) than most other nations, including several that happen to be located
in the Middle East.
Where’s the outrage?
Jews have been connected to the
region for 3,500+ years, established
Jerusalem as the center of Jewish prayer,
and, even in forced exile, never stopped

yearning for a return. Nonetheless, Jews
are called “crusaders” and “colonizers,”
rather than the indigenous people they
are.
Where’s the outrage?
Israel has achieved peace and
normalization with six Arab countries,
withdrawn fully from Gaza, and put
several two-state deals with the Palestinians on the table, yet is depicted by
its nonstop critics as being unalterably
opposed to peace.
Where’s the outrage?
Afghanistan and Yemen recently
joined Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon,
Libya, Sudan and Syria as witnessing
the end of ancient Jewish communities,
driven out largely by intolerance and
persecution.
Where’s the outrage?
In some UN bodies, there’s been
a concerted effort by several member
states, with the acquiescence of too
many others, to extinguish Jewish
history from Israel, as if the Jews never
existed, the Hebrew (and, I might add,
Christian) Bible was fiction and archaeological findings were all cheap fakes.
Where’s the outrage?
A few outspoken members of Congress make a practice of libeling Israel
regularly, accusing it of every nefarious
deed under the sun, and, outrageously,
even trying to turn a political conflict
with the Palestinians into a racialized
war against Arabs.
Where’s the outrage?
Pro-Israel supporters gather peacefully in the U.S. and are physically
attacked by pro-Hamas supporters.
Where’s the outrage?
A Jewish university student asks a
professor for a letter of recommenda-

Ronny S Taschner DDS
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology

Jennifer Taschner DDS MMSc
Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology

1645 Medical Lane, Fort Myers, FL
Phone 239-936-0635

Visit Our Website www.taschnerperio.com

tion, which he refuses to write when he
learns she wishes to spend her junior
year at an Israeli school.
Where’s the outrage?
A non-Jewish university student is
harassed and ostracized because she opposes a student government resolution
calling for a boycott of Israel.
Where’s the outrage?
A high-school social studies teacher refuses to include in his classroom
any maps of the Middle East that show
Israel.
Where’s the outrage?
A questionnaire from Democratic
Socialists of America asks New York
City Council candidates to sign a pledge
that, if elected, they will not visit Israel,
the only country so mentioned.
Where’s the outrage?
A prominent CNN host has a discussion on the aftermath of Hamas’s war
against Israel. Two of the three panelists
are well-known for denying Israel’s very
right to exist.
Where’s the outrage?
An Israeli-inspired food truck is
barred from participating in a food festival in Philadelphia.
Where’s the outrage?
A candidate in the New York mayoral race issues a statement of support for
Israel during last month’s Hamas-triggered war, but is then bullied into
retracting it, instead coming up with a
statement that can hardly distinguish between Hamas, a designated terror group,
and Israel, the target and a staunch
American ally.
Where’s the outrage?
Antisemitism is rising in America
today, including the number of violent
incidents, as it has been in Europe for
the past 20 years. Jews are acting more
cautiously, and Jewish institutions are
ratcheting up security, including for
synagogues and schools.
Where’s the outrage?
The antisemitism is coming from

the radical right and the totalitarian left.
Both pose a clear and present danger.
Where’s the outrage?
The latest FBI statistics indicate
that 60% of all religiously motivated
hate crimes in the U.S. are directed at
Jews, who comprise 2% of the nation’s
population.
Where’s the outrage?
And for the past 76 years, there’s
been a sustained effort by some regimes
(most notably these days, the Iranian),
institutions and individuals to deny,
trivialize or distort the Holocaust – the
systematic murder of six million Jews,
among them 1.5 million children.
Where’s the outrage?
American Jews have been incredibly fortunate. They have lived in a country that, unlike most European nations,
never had a Jewish obsession, and that,
especially in the postwar years, created a
sense of unprecedented safety, security,
opportunity and equality for Jews.
And America has laudably stood by
Israel’s side since its rebirth in 1948,
with overwhelming majorities of both
Democrats and Republicans in full
support.
There’s now a growing threat on
both fronts. Antisemitism is on the
uptick and, significantly, is being mainstreamed, while Israel’s relentless foes
are more determined than ever to try and
drive a wedge between Washington and
Jerusalem.
It’s time to wake up and take careful
notice. And it’s time, yes, to unleash the
outrage and act. The stakes couldn’t be
higher.
If not now, when?

The AJC West Coast
Florida office, located in
Sarasota, can be reached
at 941.365.4955.

BRIEFS
TIPS FOR READING
ABOUT ISRAEL

Some Western observers have formed a
picture of Israel only tenuously linked to
reality. The shared narrative in Western
Europe and North America is largely a
negative one that grows increasingly
negative as the ideological landscape
of the West becomes more polarized
and inflamed.
Too many mainstream journalists
have abandoned old ideals such as objectivity for the idea that journalism is
a tool to effect social change. Similar
trends are afoot in the world of elite
universities, where the goal of educating
knowledgeable people is losing ground
to the goal of training activists, and
where Israel is presented as a potent
symbol of what a right-thinking person
is meant to be active against. Journalists
who have become activists see their job
not as helping you understand events,
but as pushing you toward their con-

clusions. As soon as the press becomes
activist, it becomes impossible to understand what’s going on.
Israel must be compared with other
countries in similar situations and not
to abstract ideals like “democracy.” If
someone is claiming that casualties in
an Israeli operation in Gaza are “high,”
that needs to be compared with similar
operations, like the U.S. Marines in Fallujah, or the British in Northern Ireland.
If you’re critical of open-fire orders on
the Gaza fence, you should know how
that works on the perimeters of U.S.
military bases in Afghanistan. Most
criticism of Israel doesn’t compare it
with anything.
The stories told about Israel often
suggest that bringing peace is a problem
Israel could solve if it wanted to, which
sets up the Jews as villains, rather than
as people caught up in a complex situation where no one really knows what to
do. (Matti Friedman, Sapir Journal)

FROM THE BIMAH

L' C H AY I M AU G U S T 2 0 2 1
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

21

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

Working on our relationships

I

have a friend with whom I have
not spoken in eight months. He
is a professor of Jewish Studies,
and we enjoyed talking about Jewish
studies and Jewish life in general. We
agreed on little. I am
an avowed centrist
on all things, and he
is not. But we appreciated our sometimes-heated discussions because our
opinions came from
 Rabbi
deep concern and
Marc
love of the subject.
Sack
In addition to good
talk, my friend and I shared Shabbat
and holiday meals, and occasions happy
and sad. From time to time, he read my
sermons and gave me good feedback. I
tried to guide his often-uncomfortable
relationship with the organized Jewish
community. Our relationship had depth.
Back in January, after the riot at the

U.S. Capitol, I asked him to read the
sermon I would be giving. My friend
said, “Not until you say ‘this,’” ‘this’
being words that reflected his political
leanings. I said that I would not do that.
It is not that I disagreed with him, but
rather that our friendship could not be
based on total agreement, on things political or otherwise. He pushed, I resisted, and we have not spoken since.
Friendships may start from a similarity of interests, but they are maintained by much more – an ease of
banter, the ability to laugh together, a
trust of insight, and a trust that the person will not deliberately hurt us. Our
friends may affirm some of our beliefs,
but they may do the opposite. When
there is trust, a friend may lead us to
see things in a new light, as in, “I had
not thought of that.”
My friend can be dismissive of
opinions and even people. But all of us
have our foibles, and friends are those

As Elul approaches

T

his year, the Hebrew month of
Elul, the last month before Rosh
Hashanah, begins on August 10.
Our Sages encourage us to make
Elul a month of preparation for Rosh
Hashanah, which arrives “early” this
year, on Monday evening, September
6, and Yom Kippur
10 days later. We
need a full month to
ready ourselves for
the grueling period
of introspection that
the Days of Awe (the
period between Rosh
 Rabbi
Hashanah and Yom
Stephen
Kippur) should be.
Fuchs
Think of it this
way. A sports team does not simply
put on their uniforms and show up on
“Opening Day” to play their first game.
They prepare and practice for weeks
beforehand. So it should be with us
and the Days of Awe. We should not
just show up and expect to be “ready
to play” on Rosh Hashanah. We must
carefully prepare during the month of
Elul by reviewing our thoughts and actions over the past year and asking ourselves, “How can we do better in the
year ahead?”
It is a worthy task that elevates
our humanity. If we take it seriously,
the Days of Awe will be much more
meaningful, and we will enter the New
Year feeling cleansed and renewed and
better equipped to use the talents with
which God has blessed us to make a
more just, caring and compassionate
society on earth!
In Gematria, the practice of assigning significance to the numerical
value of the letters in Hebrew words,
our Sages note that Elul comes to 67,
the same number as the Hebrew word
“Binah,” which means “understanding.” If we use the month of Elul properly, they taught, we attain a greater
understanding of our potential as creatures created in the “Image of God.”
One of my most precious posses-

sions is a copy of the Talmudic tractate
Kiddushin printed in Munich in 1946
on presses once used for Nazi propaganda. A Talmud printed on an erstwhile Nazi printing press is a powerful
symbol that we can take what was bad
and use it for good. We can repent for
our thoughts and actions that we regret,
and appreciate the privilege we have to
use our time and talent to become better people and help make the world a
better place.
In this tractate (page 40B) we find
one of the most uplifting of rabbinic
teachings whose message is particularly appropriate during the month of
Elul: “Each of us should see ourselves
as half innocent and half guilty, as
though our good deeds and our bad
deeds completely balance one another.
If we then commit one good deed, we
tip the scales in our favor!”
What a marvelous metaphor! How
wonderful a place would our world become if each of us went through life
committed to making our next deed a
good one.
My late and beloved Ulpan (intensive Hebrew language training) teacher
in Jerusalem, Sarah Rothbard, used to
say, “It is not just a gift for Jews that
we created a Day of Atonement (Yom
Kippur) and the 40-day period (starting
at the beginning of the month of Elul)
leading up to it. It is a gift for all humanity.
Why? Because all people have talents and abilities, and our goal – particularly during Elul – is to ask ourselves,
“Am I using my particular gifts only
for my own enrichment or enjoyment,
or do I – and if not, can I – find ways
to use these gifts for the benefit of others?”
It is a most appropriate question
for each of us to ask as the month of
Elul unfolds, and Rosh Hashanah
draws near.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on Sanibel Island.

people who like us despite them. So,
while we have not spoken since January, and he angered me when we did
speak, I still miss him.
Before the holidays, I will write
and tell him that I miss his friendship.
I will set out some guidelines: if he
expects me to agree with him on all
things, then we will part ways. But if
he is open to discussion and debate on
things Jewish or life in general, then I
would like to resume our friendship.
Relationships must be worked at.

The closer we get to people, the more
we see their idiosyncrasies. If these are
not offensive – and we must be careful what we consider offensive – then
we should look the other way or find a
way to forgive them if they have hurt
us. Pirke Avot (1:6) tells us to acquire
a friend. I think repairing our relationships is the essential work we do before
the holidays. I hope my friend accepts
my letter so we can speak again.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple
Judea in Fort Myers.

Two sermon topics:
your opinion needed

H

ere we are in the heart of summer, and like most people in
my line of work, I’m starting
to give a lot of thought to sermon topics for the Days of Awe in the first half
of September. I’ve already decided on two
of them and I could
use your input on
both of them.
One sermon is
about what we have
 Rabbi
personally
learned
Bruce
from going through
Diamond
the pandemic. What
were the hardest parts for us? Did we
learn anything new about ourselves,
those around us and about our many
layers of government? What would we
do differently if we had to endure another one? Were we too afraid in the
beginning or not afraid enough, and
how would we react emotionally if
there is a next time for us? Feel free to
come up with your own questions too!
Another sermon will mark the 20th
anniversary of 9/11 with a discussion

of its enduring legacies. No doubt the
collapse of that condo building in the
Miami area triggered memories of that
horrible Tuesday two decades ago for
so many of us, but my sermon will not
be about the past. What are the effects
of 9/11 on us today beyond air travel
restrictions? Do we continue to feel
vulnerable and how does that affect our
behaviors? Is there a post-9/11 “edginess” that contributes to the continually increasing violence in our country?
Does it still effect our politics in our
attitudes toward immigrants? How else
do you think 9/11 is still with us, or
do you believe it’s behind us? Tell me
what you think about this topic too!
I am eager to hear from you and
incorporate some of your ideas in my
Rosh Hashanah Eve and morning sermons, and if you’d like, I’d be happy
to mention your name with your idea.
Please email them to me at synfree@
comcast.net. Thanks in advance!
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The
Community Free Synagogue in Fort
Myers.
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Proudly choose to be Jewish

A

famous story about Justice
Louis D. Brandeis tells of him
standing in front of a group of
antisemites at Harvard Law School and
declaring, “I am sorry that I was born
a Jew.” The group’s
delight was quickly
tempered, however,
when he continued,
saying, “I am sorry
that I was born a Jew,
but only because I
wish I had the privi Rabbi
lege of choosing JuNicole
daism on my own.”
Luna
Brandeis went on
to become to the first Jewish Supreme
Court justice, serving from 1916 to
1939. His story emphasizes that being
a Jewish adult today is a choice that
requires a thoughtful commitment.
Brandeis stood up and declared pride
in his Jewish identity, literally in the
face of antisemites. The story of his
integrity, his refusal to cower and his
deep commitment to Judaism raises a
question for us today: How do we affirm our Jewish identity in the face of

antisemitism? What does it mean to
choose to be Jewish?
I shared this story about Brandeis
at a Shabbat services celebrating the
learning of adult Hebrew students.
Adult learners are models of lifelong
Jewish learning, models who prove
that Jewish learning is not something
only for religious school, but is a process we engage in at every stage in our
life and can be deeply meaningful.
Brandeis, a devoted Zionist and
president of the World Zionist Organization, said in 1915, “Perhaps the
most extraordinary achievement of
Jewish nationalism is the revival of
the Hebrew language, which has again
become a language of the common intercourse of men…. But the effect of
the renaissance of the Hebrew tongue
is far greater than that of unifying the
Jews. It is a potent factor in reviving
the essentially Jewish spirit.”
Almost 100 years later, a member
of the Knesset, Israel’s parliament, took
up Brandeis’s message about reviving
the Jewish spirit and pursuing Jewish
literacy. In her inaugural address to the

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.
We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled
service and putting our clients ﬁrst.

Knesset in 2013, Ruth Calderon asserted, “I am convinced that studying
the great works of Hebrew and Jewish
culture are crucial to construct a new
Hebrew culture for Israel. It is impossible to stride toward the future without
knowing where we came from and who
we are….”
The Israeli politician then did
something remarkable. She shared and
explicated a story from Talmud to explain her vision for the country. Never
before had a secular woman taught Talmud in the Israeli Knesset. Calderon’s
speech quickly went viral as her vision
spoke to millions of secular Israelis and
Jews around the world about the role of
Torah study in sustaining Jewish life in
the State of Israel and throughout the
world.
Justice Brandeis and Ruth Calderon encouraged an embrace of Jewish language and text to revive our Jew-

Hope

P

eople want to know how they
can possibly live with joy in a
world filled with sorrow and suffering. One of my dearest congregants
called me and sad, “The world is in
such turmoil – war,
starvation,
suffering, and now close
to us, innocent people crushed in their
building as it collapsed upon them.
Where is God?”
 Rabbi
We see ourDevora
selves as part of othBuchen
ers and we show our
humanity as we weep with others. God
created us and said, “Go now. You have
freedom.”
We are capable of the most awful
atrocities, and yet we have a fantastic
capacity for goodness. Look at the doctors, nurses and response teams who
have devoted their lives to saving so
many people during this pandemic that
has caused so much grief and pain.
These terrible things are happening, and the media reports this news
with zeal. When bad things happen,

Priceless
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missionary to Africa was preparing to return to America
for a visit. One of his closest friends was a native named Ivan
Madagra, who lived far back in the
bush country. On
the morning of his
scheduled departure,
the native appeared
with a large and very
beautiful shell as his
parting gift.
The missionary
 Rabbi
was delighted and
Solomon
impressed by the
Agin
fact that the shell
had been brought from such a distance.
“The shell is wonderful,” he said. “Yet,
still more wonderful is that fact that you
carried it so far.” Ivan’s face beamed as
he asserted, “Long walk part of gift.”

ish spirits when we feel alone, when
we feel under attack, when we feel like
the world is against us. Let us not be
satisfied with allowing others to define
their identity as a discriminated “other”
or perpetual victim. Let us not describe
our Judaism as opposition to antisemitism. Instead, let us actively choose
Judaism because we know that deep
meaning, purpose and joy can be found
within the richness of our tradition.
When we pray together in Hebrew, we
are reviving our Jewish spirits. When
we study our ancient language, we are
affirming our Jewish identity. When we
grapple with the stories and laws in the
Torah, we are learning where we came
from and who we are. In doing each of
these actions, we are standing up and
declaring to ourselves and the world,
that we proudly choose to be Jewish.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple
Beth El in Fort Myers.

they become news, and it is easy to feel
like human nature is meant to kill or
to be corrupt. It is easy to look at our
future as bleak.
These things are happening, but
they are unusual, which is why they
become news. We must keep a more
holistic view. Then we will not feel
despair when we read or hear so many
sad things.
I am not asking for optimism,
nor am I asking to look at the world
through rose-colored glasses. There
is a difference between optimism and
hope. We can feel optimistic, or we can
feel pessimistic, depending on how we
“feel.” But hope is different.
Hope is built on a conviction that is
deep and unshakable. Hope is faith in
the persistence of life to find a way. It is
very much like love. It envelops us and
goes to the depths of our being, and we
know it will turn out to be right.
Be well my friends. We shall soon
celebrate a new year filled with life and
love.
Rabbi Devora Buchen serves at Temple
Beth Shalom in Cape Coral.

Many of us mistakenly believe that
the true worth of a gift is measured in
terms of monetary value. We think that
the more expensive the gift, the more
regard or affection it shows. This is a
fallacy, for love cannot be bought and
friendship cannot be purchased. In
time, all material things must perish
and vanish. What we ourselves do for
others – what we give of our thoughts,
our energies, our consideration – truly
expresses our devotion.
The expression of personal concern and interest makes the kind of
impression on memory that time cannot erase, nor do circumstances alter.
When we give something of ourselves,
we have planted a seed of friendship
that will bear fruit continually.
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple
Shalom in Port Charlotte.
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RICK SNYDERMAN

Licensed Pedorthist

Lowell S. Schoenfeld

1900 Trailwinds Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Florida Board Certified Wills,
Trusts & Estates Attorney

Ph: (239) 939-2239
Fax: (239) 939-7792

1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919
239-936-7200
lowellschoenfeld@gskattorneys.com

FIT • SERVICE • QUALITY
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www.gskattorneys.com
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The Art of Fashion and Moore

(in the Arcade in historic
downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner
2267 1st. St., Suite 12
Ft. Myers, FL 33901

(239) 204-9759
info@artoffashionandmoore.com
www.artoffashionandmoore.com

Higginson Tax & Accounting, LLC
Tax Preparation • Planning • Audit Representation

Eric Higginson

Certified Public Accountant
239.935.6950
www.higginsontax.com

Paul Weinstein, CFP®

Managing Partner, WWFG
Branch Manager, RJFS

RAYMOND JAMES®
13720 Six Mile Cypress Pkwy #1 • Fort Myers, FL 33912
239-768-1490 • 888-768-1490 Toll Free • 239-768-1935 Fax
paul.weinstein@raymondjames.com
Securities offered through
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC







3571 Del Prado Blvd North • North Cape Coral 543-2075
8841 College Parkway • Ft. Myers 433-2245
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PLEASE SUPPORT
THE ADVERTISERS
WHO SUPPORT
OUR FEDERATION
AND HELP MAKE
L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE.

Repairs • Salt Chlorine Generators • Heat Pumps
Lake Suzy
Florida

(941) 627-2001



Business &
Tax Planning
Guy E.
Whitesman
Florida Bar
Board Certified
Tax Attorney

Divorce,
Marital &
Family Law

Wills,Trusts
& Estates

Jennifer
Siegal-Miller

Florida Bar
Board Certified
Wills, Trust and
Estate Attorney

Eric Gurgold

henlaw.com • 239.344.1100

PLEASE
SUPPORT THE
ADVERTISERS
WHO SUPPORT
OUR FEDERATION

YOUR AD COULD BE
HERE FOR AS LITTLE
AS $33 PER MONTH!
CALL 239.481.4449 X5

The Jewish Federation thanks all our advertisers for
their continued support! Without them we would
be unable to provide our readers with L’CHAYIM. We
invite other businesses in our community to explore
this valuable advertising opportunity.
For more information, call Lori at 239.481.4449 x5
or send an email to LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.
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Are you ready for a new year?

W

hat kind of High Holiday
experience do you desire
for 5782? Are you looking
to be renewed and rejuvenated, guided
toward inner reflection and restoration
so you can set sail on
a steady course for a
5782 of tranquility,
peace and a return to
normalcy after more
than a year of isolation?
Without knowing
 Rabbi
where we’re headed
Lawrence and what our ultiDermer
mate goal is, we’re
left idly floating in the sea. Like anything in life, we need to clarify our objective before setting out to achieve it,
and the High Holy Days are no exception. We receive from a worship service according to the expectation and
openness we bring to it.
One theme of the High Holy Days
with transformative power is the concept of “Teshuvah,” renewal or return.
Teshuvah teaches us that the New Year
is a time of change and transformation
and an opportunity to rediscover the
best within us and envision our high-

est potential. We’re called to gratefully
reflect on what we have accomplished
and to offer our thanks for all the good
we have experienced and achieved,
however, there are always new goals,
updated agendas, fresh hopes and new
dreams for us to look forward to.
For each of us, personally, this
means that we’re not bound by the limitations, fears and regrets of the past,
but that there is always an opportunity
to make another beginning. Judaism
teaches us that human experience is
always seeking greater understandings
of Divine truth. It’s never too late for
the hope of growth as we ask for G-d’s
help in order to renew ourselves and
our world.
We all approach the new year in
our own way with different memories,
ideas, thoughts and feelings which allow us to gain new meaning from the
words of our ancient prayers that remain the same from year to year. These
words have great and transformative
power. After the shocking events of
the past 18 months, a time for self-reflection can be transformational. The
High Holy Days offer an opportunity
for healing and transformation by call-

ing us to pause, take a good look in the
mirror at our lives and our actions, and
find new ways to see old situations, rewriting the stories of our past in a way
that will shape a better tomorrow.
This year, may the energy of personal and communal prayer bring positive change to our lives and cause us
to increase our good deeds and acts of
kindness. May we increase the joy in
our lives and in the lives of our family
and friends, and find beauty and meaning even during difficult and challenging times. Let’s continue to support
each other and be able to see more
clearly and listen more deeply, being
more emotionally available and present for each other. When we grow individually, our holy community grows.
In 5782, may our community be
illuminated with the light of Jewish in-

spiration and may we continue to lift
each other up as we continue to grow
on our journey together. With the call
of the shofar, we pray that the timeless
messages of our High Holy Days traditions – renewal and return, healing
and transformation, the celebration of
life’s potential for fulfillment and joy –
will offer everyone a spiritual journey
blessed with opportunity for growth
and meaningful insight. May this New
Year bring us a renewed appreciation for the blessing of our return to
communal worship, our beautiful traditions and a deeper connection to our
Jewish roots and to each other. May we
all be blessed with health, happiness,
love and a very bright future. L’shana
Tova!
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.

Read the current and recent
issues of L’CHAYIM online at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org

Grow your business with L’CHAYIM!
Each month, 4,000
Jewish residents
in Lee and Charlotte
counties turn to
L’CHAYIM for:

Targeted Distribution

u Upcoming major events
u Community Directory
u Synagogue news
u Local Organization news
u Jewish Federation updates
u Holocaust Museum news
u Candle Lighting Times
u Business Directory
u Rabbinical Reflections
u Israel updates
u Photos of recent events
u and much more

Reach our affluent, informed, health-conscious, and
savvy readers who are looking for new and better
ways to enrich their lives and those of their loved ones.
L’CHAYIM – the monthly newspaper published by the
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties – is
mailed to 4,000 residents in the area. Additional copies
are available at the Jewish Federation office.

Life-Enriching Information

Each month, readers of L’CHAYIM get news and updates
on all Jewish-related local events including the Jewish
Film Festival, Jewish author programs, holiday celebrations, concerts, food festivals, book study groups,
timely lectures, mah jongg and much more. They also
get updates from the area’s synagogues and numerous
local Jewish organizations. It’s the place they turn to for
community news, candle lighting times and a business
directory.

The exclusive way to reach the Jewish
Community in Lee and Charlotte counties.
For more information
or to place an ad in L’CHAYIM:
Call: 		
Lori Ramos at 239.481.4449 x5
Email:
LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org
Website: Visit the L’CHAYIM page at
		www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS

REFORM
Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs
President: Alan Lessack
Phone: 773-251-8862
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com
Cantor: Murray Simon
Web site: www.batyam.org
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr)
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept)
Adult Education:
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr)
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism

CHABAD
OF BONITA SPRINGS/ESTERO
ORTHODOX
24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20
(in the Bernwood Centre)
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg
Phone: 239-949-6900
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m.
followed by a Kiddush

CHABAD JEWISH CENTER
OF CAPE CORAL

ORTHODOX
1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W.
Cape Coral, FL 33914
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski
Phone: 239-963-4770
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com
Web site: www.chabadcape.com
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m.
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by
Kiddush luncheon
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m.
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m.
Weekly Torah Study:
Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m.
Hebrew School:
Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m.

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY

ORTHODOX
204 E Mckenzie St Unit B,
Punta Gorda, FL 33950
Rabbi Simon Jacobson
Phone: 941-833-3381
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com
Web site:
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by
a kiddush
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

ORTHODOX
5620 Winkler Road
Fort Myers, FL 33919
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org
Web site: www.chabadswf.org
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;
Saturday Kabbalah
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.;
Kiddush at noon
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m.
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SYNAGOGUES &

JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES

CHAVURAT SHALOM OF SWFL

CHAVURA
P.O. Box 722, Sanibel, FL 33957
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org
Leonard E. Minsky, President

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE

REFORM
10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center)
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919
Rabbi Bruce Diamond
(bdiamond5@comcast.net)
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton
Phone: 239-466-6671
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com
Community Sabbath eve dinner
each Friday at 6:30 p.m.
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m.
Light breakfast and Torah study with
the rabbi every Saturday morning
from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

SHALOM LIFE CENTER

TRANS DENOMINATIONAL
19691 Cypress View Drive
Fort Myers, FL 33967
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer
Phone: 239-218-3433
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org
Shabbat Evening Services
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept)
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study
10:00 a.m.

TEMPLE JUDEA

CONSERVATIVE
14486 A&W Bulb Road
Fort Myers, FL 33908
Rabbi Marc Sack
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org
President: Dan Fox
Director of Congregational Learning:
Tab Scribner
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com
Web site: www.tjswfl.org
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m.
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,
ages 18 months-5 years;
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years
Affiliated: United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism

TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE
H ARBOR AND TH E GULF ISLANDS
REFORM
23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675
Rabbi Solomon Agin
President: Judith Migdol
Phone: 941-625-2116
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com
Web site: templeshalomfl.com
Beginning Hebrew:
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m.
Advanced Hebrew:
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m.
Organizations: Sisterhood

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
TEMPLE BETH EL

REFORM
16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908
Rabbi Nicole Luna
E-mail: info@templebethel.com
Learning Tree Preschool Director:
Jesyca Virnig
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com
President: Hank Betchen
Email: HankTBE@gmail.com
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235
Web site: www.templebethel.com
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai
Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday
Judaica Gift Gallery
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM

REFORM
702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990
Rabbi Devora Buchen
President: Peter Simenauer
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday
Religious School: Wednesday
4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen:
Shabbat 10:30 a.m.
Organizations:
Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Family Service
(1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.)

25

• AIPAC
(American Israel Public Affairs Committee):
Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053
• AJC (American Jewish Committee):
Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU
Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489
mendelgordon@gmail.com
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter:
Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County):
Odette Port - 941-505-1409
• Hazak 55+ Chapter:
Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters:
800-622-8017
• Jewish Community Services:
239-481-4449
• Jewish National Fund:
Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida
941-462-1330 ext. 865
Memorial Tree Planting in Israel
1-800-542-8733
• Jewish War Veterans:
Post 400: Commander
Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida:
Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784

www.Jewishfederationlcc.org
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to do with that. Unlike
the children in the commercial, I look forward to
seeing the smiling faces,
the chatterboxes and the friendships
come alive when we meet again.
As mentioned above, we are returning to in-person religious school
on August 15 at 9:30 a.m. with an
opening-day family welcome program
before letting the kids get to the real
fun of the day with their teachers.
We are also hosting children’s
(grades K-7) High Holiday programming on Erev Rosh Hashanah, Monday, September 6 at 5:00 p.m.; Rosh
Hashanah, Tuesday, September 7 at
10:30 a.m.; Kol Nidre, Wednesday,
September 15 at 6:45 p.m.; and Yom
Kippur, Thursday, September 16 at
10:30 a.m.
For more information on Temple
Judea Religious School, programming
or enrollment, contact me at tjswfledu
@gmail.com or 239.433.0201.
***
Temple Judea Preschool
Joann Goldman,
Temple Judea Preschool Director
Our entire staff welcomes our new
families to Temple Judea Preschool,
as well as all our returning families.
Our staff has a wonderful year planned
for all of our students! We are looking
forward to planning family events and
social events. I am not going to rush
the year, so let’s enjoy every moment

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner,
Director of Congregational Learning
The time is upon us. We’re going
back to in-person religious school on
Sunday, August 15. This is but a few
weeks away. I can hardly wait. I have
been giddy with excitement all summer, knowing we would be returning to
in-person classes. When all this began,
did anyone ever imagine getting excited over something as simple as being
able to gather in person?
Every year, at this time, I am reminded of an old commercial for an
office supply store that aired during
the early 1990s. With festive music in
the background, it featured a parent excitedly dancing around while putting
school supplies in a shopping cart and
children dragging their feet behind.
As a kid, I laughed at this commercial
because even then, I loved going back
to school. That is probably one of the
reasons why I became a teacher. There
is something special about starting a
new year – the slate is clean, we have
an opportunity to try new things and a
chance to do better than the year before. I have been looking forward to
this new year for a while now as we
too will get to try new things and do
things better. Being in person has a lot

and create wonderful memories. Our
activities are all wonderful opportunities to get to know one another and our
preschool staff.
Together we’ll provide a positive
and nurturing environment where your
children can learn and grow as they
explore and discover the world around
them. We have created a stimulating
curriculum that encourages your children to learn and develop at their own
pace. Our preschool will provide the
best learning experience possible for
the children. As we begin the school
year, please remember that communication is the key to any successful program.
We post a weekly lesson plan for
each classroom so that you know what
the learning objectives are for that
week, and you will receive a newsletter
each week from your child’s teacher.
Many students have never been to
school before, and even though they
are excited about coming, some may
have a hard time separating from you
(and you from them!). This is totally normal. You have decided to bring
your child to school, be confident in
your decision, and reassure them that
you will return. Once you give them
that last kiss, hug and big smile, go
ahead and leave. Your child will soon
become involved in class activities.

Results of
a recent
national
survey of
25,000
families
conducted by
PJ Library

Candle lighting times:
August
August
August
August

6:
13:
20:
27:

7:53
7:48
7:41
7:34

In our classrooms, the teachers
strive to create an environment where
the concepts are addressed in meaningful ways for the children. Our developmental approach is based on the
concept of “hands-on environment.”
For instance, for the concept of counting and one-to-one correspondence,
the children count the number of children in their class in preparation of
setting the snack table. They then set
the appropriate number of places at
the table by counting out napkins and
cups. During cleanup time, teachers
may ask the children to sort the toys,
putting the similar toys in the same bin.
Blocks are wonderful tools for learning. Three-dimensional block shapes
involve tactile learning as children
handle them to combine and change
shapes while building. A child can put
a pyramid-shaped block over a cube to
make a house. Teachers ask open ended
questions, such as, “How many buttons
do you think are inside the container?”
Children learn about their world
through play. Different types of play
lend themselves to many different discoveries. Learning is a fun experience
at Temple Judea Preschool.
We have limited space available in
a few of our classes. Call 239.482.1121
if you would like to learn more about
our various programs.

Parents in Lee
and Charlotte
counties whose
children are
enrolled in
PJ Library
participated in
the survey.

PJ Library is
making a
difference in the
lives of families
raising Jewish
children..

Earn CAS Credits
The Jewish Federation of Lee
and Charlotte Counties is
interested in hearing from
teenagers in high school who
might like to earn CAS credits
though various work in the
Jewish community.
If you are interested, please
send the following information
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)
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Joseph Horowitz
Israel Travel Grant
available through the
Community Foundation
of the Jewish Federation
of Lee and Charlotte Counties..

For more information
visit jewishfederationlcc.org

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision.
Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique,
unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860

is proud to offer the Stevan & Marilyn Simon Family Scholarship.

mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

This scholarship is open to those at least high school age who
demonstrate leadership qualities and will be participating in a
2-week or longer program in Israel.
A short essay is required.
For more information, and to access the application, visit the
TOP Jewish Foundation website at topjewishfoundation.org
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Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids
Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids
music — anytime, anywhere.
music — anytime, anywhere.
Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online
Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs
from hundreds of artists across the globe.
from hundreds of artists across the globe.
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks
for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime.
for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime.

•
•
•
•

Listen to the music online
Listen to the music online
Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play
Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play
or Tune In Radio
or Tune In Radio

SHARE the experience
of reading with your
children as they grow with
PJ Library books.

SIGN UP TODAY!
Enrollment is open to
Jewish families with
children between the
ages of six months to
eight years
living in
Lee & Charlotte Counties.

RECEIVE
THE GIFT
OF FREE
JEWISH
CHILDREN’S
BOOKS
MAILED TO
YOUR HOME
EVERY MONTH!
Funded by the

Roth Family
Foundation
More information,
contact Debbie Sanford
239.481.4449 ext. 3
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org
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Commander Harvey
Charter welcomed new
member Leslie Sue PartVictor Paul Tuchman Post 400
ingon, an Army veteran.
(239) 246-3151
We additionally added a
Eryka Aptaker
few new Patron members to our Post
The Jewish War Veterans-Victor Paul
family: Howard Weinstein and Doug
Tuchman Post 400 had its first in-perKasten. Welcome all!
son meeting since the pandemic. While
After last month’s announcement
at a different venue, the meeting was
of our scholarship recipients, we had
amazing! We had a large turnout and a
the honor and privilege to meet these
lot of activity. It was great seeing our
two talented and deserving young peowonderful comrades together in the
ple. We had a congratulations cake
same room. It’s been a long time! A
and presented them with their scholheartfelt “thank you” to American Learship certificates and checks. Each
gion Post 38 for allowing us to use its
scholarship recipient spoke about
post as a meeting space. It is uncertain
themselves and informed us of their
when our usual location, the Jewish
major(s) and plans for their future. In
Federation building, will be opening
listening to these bright young folks, I
back up for us to hold meetings. We
am extremely confident that they will
will keep you posted.
reach their goals and make the world

JEWISH WAR VETERANS

Scholarship recipients Alexandra Polk and Jalen Goodman
with Quartermaster Berny Aronson and Commander Harvey Charter

ORGANIZATIONS

a better place. Congratulations again,
or if you have questions, please conAlexandra Polk and Jalen Goodman.
tact Commander Harvey Charter at
On June 6, the Florida Dept. of
hbcharter@aol.com or 239.246.3151.
The Jewish War Veterans, founded
Jewish War Veterans’ annual convention was held. Commander Charter
in 1896, is the oldest continuing vetattended in representation of our Post
erans organization in America. We are
challenged in the pursuit of new memand still additionally holds the position
bers to keep our organization alive.
of FL Sr. Vice Commander. We’re very
With the loss of many of our WWII
proud of our Commander!
veterans, we are striving to have memAmerican Legion Post 38 is where
bers of our younger generation(s) join
the Nordhausen Flag is currently
and show support to the JWV. We have
housed. This flag was made out of the
a Patron membership for non-veterans.
uniforms of Nordhausen inmates, once
If your family members were veterans,
the camp was liberated. It is designed
think about honoring their memory by
to look like the American flag but the
joining JWV Post 400.
stars are the Stars of David. It is really
something to see
and, in my opinion, a major part
of history. The
flag has endured
some mold and
we are trying our
best to find resources to have
it restored, as it
is irreplaceable.
Nordhausen flag plaque, (below the flag)
We were fortuI joined in honoring the memory of
nate enough to see it while holding our
my father, a Korean War veteran. Best
meeting at the American Legion Post
decision I have ever made. This group
38. It really is very powerful and very
has been a blessing in my life and some
emotional. Let’s never forget.
of the members have become like famOur next meeting will be held on
ily to me. You would be a part of a veryO
Sunday, August 29, with the location to
dedicated, committed group of individ-M
be determined. Come join this wonderuals. We hope to see you at our futureE
ful and committed group as we engage
meetings!
in bagels and cream cheese and great
i
conversation. To become a member,
i
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m
a
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Marcia Can Help
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation
and other essential services without
which none of us can live.

Inspired by the recognition that
these needs must be addressed in our
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen,
a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her
husband Jack established the MARCIA CAN HELP fund in 2017.

Marcia Can Help

Help us meet these pressing needs by contributing to the MARCIA CAN HELP fund.
For further information please contact Alan Isaacs at (239) 481-4449 ext. 6 or alanisaacs@jfedlcc.org.
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session to class participants. To join the class
and receive the Zoom
link, send a request to
chavuratshalom@gmail.com
the above email address.
Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold
Stay tuned for the fall schedule for
and Marcia Rudin
Rabbi Soifer’s programs.
This summer, Chavurat Shalom parIn the new year of 5782 and upticipants continue to enjoy fellowship
coming fall, winter and spring season,
via Zoom through the weekly lay-led
Chavurat Shalom plans to continue its
Friday evening Shabbat Eve services
wonderful social and learning events,
at the summer scheduled time of 7:30
including weekly lay-led Shabbat Eve
p.m. A Zoom link is issued each week
services at 7:30 p.m. Check www.
to interested participants. To join the
chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org
chavurah and receive the Zoom link
for any changes in the fall to the start
for services, send an email request to
time for Friday evening Shabbat serchavuratshalom@gmail.com.
vices. In September, weekly Thursday
Rabbi Myra Soifer, broadcasting
classes and discussions at 11:00 a.m.
from Reno, Nevada, conducted classled by both Chavurat Shalom memes throughout the summer titled “Text
bers and outside speakers, and Saturof the Month Club.” Her next summer
day current events discussions at 11:00
class via Zoom will be at 11:00 a.m. on
a.m., will resume.
Tuesday, August 17. She will select the
There are special plans for upcomtext from the Hebrew Bible, Haftorah,
ing social and educational programs
Talmud or other Jewish sources, emailfor Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,
ing the study text in advance of the
and other special events to take place

CHAVURAT SHALOM
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

film The Song Meister.
Gene was 104 years
old at the time of filming
last August and shared
with us that he was born
to poor Jewish parents. His mother,
Dora Rezinski, immigrated to America
from Kaunas, Lithuania, and then Russia. His father, David Goodman,was
a tailor from Warsaw who could never make ends meet in the U.S., where
he was shoveling pig lard and later
delivered newspapers, Gene and his
11 brothers and sisters never went to
a synagogue and thus he never considered himself anything but Jewish
in-name-only. Gene’s story is more
common than not, as the trend to leave
Judaism and become “cultural Jews”
is prevalent. All of Gene’s siblings are
long dead, so we could not ask them
how they felt, or what rites and practices they felt compelled to carry on
and pass on to their descendants. We
do know that his famous brother Benny, the ninth of 12 children, could play
a Jewish tune with such heartbreaking
nostalgia that he must have missed his
Maxwell Street, Chicago, beginnings.
The Song Meister documentary
premiered last January at the Naples
Depot Museum and will be repeated
during the 2021-2022 season once or
twice. You must be on the JHSSWF
email list to get notifications.
Join our email list or register directly at JHSSWF.org to attend “Timeline
of SWFL Jewish History” on Zoom on
Tuesdays, August 3 and August 24 at
3:00 p.m.
Have you joined our mission yet?
Family Membership is $54; Individual
Membership is $36; Student Membership is $18. Please join us online by entering the appropriate amount or mail
your check to:
The Jewish Historical Society
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
(239) 566-1771

Oh my Goodman!
Marina Berkovich
Every Jew is born to a different Jewish experience. There is no norm, and
in the ultimate assessment, all Jews
are Jews. Stalin knew that, and pretty
much like Hitler before him, planned
a deportation of all Soviet Jewry, full
Jews first, half-Jews later and so forth,
to the harshness of Siberia and the Far
East part of Russia.
Just two weeks before his death,
in February 1953, Stalin ordered boxcar trains to all major industrial cities
of the USSR – Leningrad, Moscow,
Kiev, Minsk, etc. – to deport Jewish
families “for their own protection.”
Lists of Jews in every building, in every workplace and organization were
already compiled by the ever-watchful
Soviet “people watchers,” sort of our
era fact-checkers, paid to spy on and
report on their fellow citizens. Planned
pogroms by the “diligent Soviets” were
supposed to happen along the way, so
that only half of the deported could
make it to the makeshift concentration
camps destination with single-plywood
barrack walls especially designed to
kill off another half of the surviving
half. Thankfully, and for me quite personally, Stalin died 10 days prior to the
intended start of this action, otherwise
I would not be sitting here typing away,
as I would have never been born.
Let’s face it, no matter how little
the Jews affiliate themselves with Judaism, we are always recognized as
Jews in times of extreme intent to rid
the world from its most durable vice –
us Jews.
Like my Soviet family in the
USSR, many American Jews are not
affiliating. The difference is that in the
USSR, we were forbidden. Here, in the
U.S., it’s by choice. It has been happening for a long time, as we heard from
one of our SWFL Pioneers, Eugene
Goodman, the star of the Jewish Historical Society of Southwest Florida’s

throughout the year, including monthly
get-together brunches. Visit the up-todate website for the current schedule
or send an email for information and
Zoom links to programs.
A glance at the calendar listing the
upcoming Jewish holidays reveals that
they all fall within the month of September, from Rosh Hashanah beginning
Monday night, September 6, to Yom
Kippur to Sukkot to Shemini Atseret to
Simchat Torah on Wednesday, September 29. For students and teachers in a
Hebrew day school, it means very little
school in September 2021 but lots of
time in the synagogue. For those of us
beyond the school years, it is a time for
reflection and memories.
When Covid conditions permit, the
intention is to gather in person for our
activities at Sanibel and Fort Myers
locations to be determined. However,
even if we meet together for Shabbat
services, we will also continue to livestream or Zoom them for those who
choose to “attend” that way.
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Chavurat Shalom (Fellowship of
Peace) is an informal group from every
Jewish religious tradition and meets to
worship and learn together. People of
all faiths and localities are welcome,
including visitors and guests. Chavurat
Shalom is not affiliated with any organized movement.
The group is community-led.
Shabbat services are a blend of English
and Hebrew, English readings and poems, Hebrew prayers recited or chanted, and meaningful songs.
Join with us now and lend your
voice and thoughts for a Shabbat service, help plan a Thursday program
or Saturday Jewish current events
session, or just come to be with your
friends. It is a refreshing opportunity to
participate.
Chavurat Shalom of Southwest
Florida wishes everyone a healthy,
happy, post-Covid, productive New
Year. May the Hebrew year 5782 usher
in a time of peace in our hearts, in the
land of Israel and in the USA.

Stay in touch throughout
the month. Sign up for the
Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on
upcoming community events
and cultural activities, breaking
news items, updates from
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
The Jewish Federation Seeks
The Jewish
Federation Seeks
Volunteers

with Foreign
Language Skills.
Volunteers
with Foreign Language Skills.
The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services
The Jewishavailable
Family Services
division of the
found
clients
otherwise
in our community.
WeJewish
would Federation
like to helphas
break
thisthat
language
with
limited
English
language
skills
encounter
difficulty
accessing
social
services
barrier.
otherwise available in our community. We would like to help break this language
Ifbarrier.
you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they communicate with
If you speak
languages
besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional
various
social service
agencies.
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they communicate with
various social service agencies. Do you speak

Spanish, Russian, FrenD
cho, yCoru
eoslpee, a
Hkaitian, Mandarin, etc.?
Please share your gift of language with the needy in our area.
Spanish, Russian, French, Creole, Haitian, Mandarin, etc.?
Please share your gift of language with the needy in our area.

Send your response to Federation Board member Robert Thomas ritritrit@hotmail.com.
We will contact you as needed. Thank you.
Send your response to Federation Board member Robert Thomas ritritrit@hotmail.com.
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Sale is scheduled for
Sunday, August 22.
Please continue to drop
Fort Myers
off your donations now.
(239) 433-0018
Carts are available at
www.templebethel.com
the temple entrance.
We have been receivMany people vacation in August but
ing many great donations, so the sale
Temple Beth El is open and here for
will be huge! Whether you’re looking
you. We offer so many activities and
for clothing, housewares, collectibles,
events. Please join us.
sports equipment, toys, small pieces
Hinei Mah Tov – how wonderful it
of furniture, holiday items or jewelry,
is to be together again!
there will be great buys for everyone.
We are delighted to reunite with so
Remember, your trove may be somemany of our congregants as they attend
one else’s treasure.
in-person Shabbat services every FriSisterhood and The Learning Tree
day at 7:30 p.m. Services are still availare pleased to report that they have
able via Zoom and Facebook Live for
completed their Backpack Drive.
anyone not yet ready or able to attend
They collected backpacks stuffed with
in person. Join with us as we joyously
school supplies that were distributed
welcome Shabbat together.
to underserved children in Lee County
Congratulations to Noah Krauss,
for use in the coming school year.
who became Bar Mitzvah in June. We
The Sisterhood will sponsor the
are proud to announce the August 7 Bar
Sheila Duerden Memorial Mah Jongg
Mitzvah of Ryan Seiser. Mazel tov!
Tournament on March 30, 2022. Call
We send our congratulations to Noah,
your friends and sign up now to join
Ryan and their families on reaching
in the fun. Registration is open at temthis milestone.
plebethel.com. For more information
The TBE Sisterhood Rummage
about all of these Sisterhood initia-

tives, please visit templebethel.com.
The High Holiday sale of kosher
honey was successfully completed,
selling over 100 jars.
Mark your calendar for the return
of the Temple Beth El Book Club on
October 6 at 2:45 p.m. The October
selection is the award-winning novel
All the Rivers by Israeli writer Dorit
Rabinyan. Everyone is invited. Come
help select the books to be read next
season. And if you’re looking for some
summer reading, look no further than
templebethel.com. The Book Club has
a list of books to keep you excited and
engaged all summer.
The new Israel Committee of Temple Beth El is up and running, with the
purpose of fostering a connection with
Israel though educational and cultural
programs, support of Israeli companies
and merchants, combating antisemitism, being a resource for recognition
of Israel during religious services, activities and programs, and ensuring an
Israel connection is an important aspect of our TBE community.
The Mitzvah Committee continues with the monthly Drive In Drop

Off food and feminine products (Cycle
Forward) collections. We have collected hundreds of pounds of donations.
All donations are accepted at Temple
Beth El the first Tuesday of each month
at 10:00 a.m. We have also started a
program of “Writing Cards” to children
in hospitals, seniors in assisted living
facilities, Florida veterans and Israeli
soldiers. Many cards have already been
delivered to Golisano Children’s Hospital. Supplies are provided.
Our “Pass it Forward” program
collects and shares wonderful stories of
mitzvahs done and mitzvahs received.
Many heartwarming emails have been
received at TBEcares613@gmail.com.
Send yours today.
Anyone interested in finding out
more about the vibrant and active Israel and Mitzvah Committees should
email jerrytbe@gmail.com.
To learn more about Temple Beth
El, for updates, information and more
details about our online, and now
in-person, community experiences, visit our website, follow us on Facebook
(@TempleBethElofFortMyers) and on
Instagram (@templebethelfortmyers).

nection to Judaism. As a
sacred community committed to the ideals of
Fort Myers
welcoming everyone in
(239) 218-3433
the “big tent” of trans-dewww.shalomlifecenter.org
nominational Judaism,
we are building a bridge
Shalom Life Center is Southwest Florto connect each other with the values
ida’s warm and welcoming home for
and principles of our Jewish past, the
contemporary Jewish life with a pasmoral/ethical demands of the present,
sionate commitment to community and
and the vision and energy to build for a
spiritual growth where everyone is alJewish tomorrow.
ways welcome!
In addition to our in-person and
With limitless enthusiasm, creative
livestream summer services and clubs,
programming and experience, SLC has
we are in the midst of finalizing our
been dedicated to changing the face of
innovative and inspiring programs for
our Jewish community and engaging
next season. We are preparing to ensure
those seeking a new and deeper conan incomparable SWFL Jewish Com-

munity 5782 High Holiday Experience
and are looking forward to sharing the
High Holy Days with our extended
family. Our choir will be back along
with our amazing symphonic ensemble
and world-renowned concert musical
accompanists.
Everyone is welcome to join our
Shalom Life Center family this High
Holy Days season in our comfortable
and picturesque sanctuary beginning
on Saturday, August 28 at 7:30 p.m.
with a beautiful Selichot musical and
inspirational service and lavish desert
reception.
You are welcome to join us for
Rosh Hashanah, Tashlich and Yom
Kippur services, our Yom Kippur

afternoon healing and meditative concert followed by afternoon Neilah and
Yizkor concluding service, and our
fabulous Break the Fast Feast!
While our message is traditional,
our worship is contemporary, and our
services combine meaningful prayers
and soaring melodies.
For more information on joining
us for the High Holy Days, please call
239.218.3433 or email info@shalom
lifecenter.org. Let your spirit soar at
Shalom Life Center, where prayer is
always inspirational, meaningful and
musical.

the service. Attendance
has been good, and for
those who cannot attend,
the service is streamed.
Summer services start at
7:00 p.m.
Our Honey for the
Heart fundraising program is in full
swing, with all orders being due the
end of June. Hundreds of jars of delicious kosher honey are ordered by congregants and sent to friends and family.
This is a welcome and successful fundraiser and thank you to all congregants

who placed orders.
Our plans for the High Holy Days
include both in-person and remote attendance via Zoom. On Saturday, August 28 at 7:00 p.m., there will be a Selichot discussion at the home of Rabbi
Stephen Fuchs. Erev Rosh Hashanah
worship is on Monday, September 6
at 7:00 p.m. Rosh Hashanah morning
service is at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
September 7. Kol Nidre evening is
Wednesday, September 15, and Yom
Kippur morning service is at 10:00
a.m. on Thursday, September 16. A
fuller schedule will be in next month’s
L’CHAYIM.
The Technology Committee is
working with the United Church of
Christ, with whom we share premises,
to integrate their latest equipment upgrade. We are hopeful it will be operational by September.
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands was
proud to host our first B’nai Mitzvot,
twins, Violet and Paul Schwartz, and to
welcome them and their parents Jason
and Teresa as new members. President
Alan Lessack and his wife Edina attended the service. Edina writes, “Jason and Teresa Schwartz were living in
Japan in the early 2000s and became
friendly with Rabbi Henri Noach, who

led the congregation in the Jewish
Community Center of Japan. When
Teresa became pregnant with twins,
they decided to come back to the United States for the birth. After Violet and
Paul were born, they returned to Japan
and resumed their friendship with Rabbi Noach, who became the children’s
teacher. After moving to Fort Myers
(Rabbi Noach had moved to Korea),
the twins continued studying virtually with him. The plan was to travel
to Israel for the twins’ B’nai Mitzvot,
where Rabbi Noach would meet them.
Covid-19 and the pandemic put an end
to those plans and they decided to find
a local synagogue. They chose Bat
Yam Temple of the Islands, met with
Rabbi Stephen Fuchs and President
Alan Lessack, who took care of the arrangements for the big day. On June 14,
Violet and Paul, along with Jason and
Teresa, celebrated in Fellowship Hall.
It was a wonderful morning with Rabbi Noach Zooming the service from
Korea. Other guests Zoomed from all
over the world. We look forward to a
long and happy association with the
Schwartz family.”
Wishing all our congregants and
the wider Fort Myers community a
restful and healthy summer.

TEMPLE BETH EL

SHALOM LIFE CENTER

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel
(971) 561-7888
www.batyam.org

Many of our congregants have gone
north for the summer, but for those of
us here we have a once-a-month lay-led
Shabbat service, which will continue
until the High Holy Days. Prior to the
services, we meet for dinner at a local
restaurant arranged by the leaders of

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Ted Epstein,
L’CHAYIM Editor, at LChayim36@gmail.com.

Letters Policy
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone.
Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length
and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM
nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received.

TEMPLE NEWS
TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers
(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

There is an old joke that the High Holidays are always ‘early” or “late,” but
never on time. This year is no joke. The
holidays are incredibly early with Selichot on Saturday evening, August 28,
followed by Erev Rosh Hashanah the
evening of Labor Day, Monday, September 6.
As the High Holiday season approaches, Temple Judea, the egalitarian Conservative congregation of Lee
County, invites you to become a member. Our congregation is a “family of
families,” and we pride ourselves on
being a warm and supportive community. We would love to have you join
us not only for our holiday and Shabbat
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services, but for all we do
throughout the year, including social events, educational classes, social
action projects and more.
We also have an excellent religious school
program. If you would like your children and teens to have a great Jewish
education in a fun and inspiring environment with creative teachers, then
Temple Judea Religious School is the
place for your family. Give Tab Scribner, the Director of Congregational
Learning, a call.
You can find out more about membership and the religious school at any
time by calling the synagogue office.
Temple Judea will begin observance of the High Holy Days with
a Selichot reception and service on
August 28 at 8:30 p.m., with a dessert reception followed by a Chamber
Music Concert with musicians Eric

Culture every Wednesday via Zoom at 7:30
p.m.
Cape Coral
The transition from
(239) 772-4555
totally virtual to in perwww.templebethshalomcc.org
son and hybrid (Zoom
and in person) is more
complicated than we would have anAlthough things appear to be quiet at
ticipated. We are no longer just a loTemple Beth Shalom, just scratch the
cal congregation. Members and former
surface and you will find a beehive of
members from all over have become
activity. The board has been working
accustomed to Zooming in and being
on new goals for the year. Groups of
a part of everything. Some even volunmembers are busy planning fundraisteer to help from a distance. However,
ers, social activities, cultural activities
not everything we do lends itself easiand social action events. Rabbi Buly to a hybrid mode, and we have our
chen is working hard on the High Holy
work cut out for us to bridge the gap.
Days. Volunteers are working hard to
We invite prospective members
finish the new sanctuary before the
and guests to join us for the High Holholidays. In addition, groups of memidays. Selichot will be observed on
bers are getting together informally for
Saturday, August 28 at 7:30 p.m., Erev
lunches, cooking dates and attending
Rosh Hashanah services will begin at
cultural activities throughout the area.
7:30 p.m. on Monday, September 6,
TBS has been doing in-person serand Rosh Hashanah morning service
vices once a month and hopes to go
will begin at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
back to every week in the fall. Whethher in person, on Zoom or both, Friday
September 7. For tickets and a full
nnight services start at 7:30 p.m. Torah
schedule of services, please email
,study is on Saturdays at 11:00 a.m. via
templebethshalomcommunications@
-Zoom. We view a film and discuss a
gmail.com or call 239.772.4555.
different topic of Jewish History and

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM

Dochinger and David Mastrangelo.
The evening will conclude with the
Selichot prayers. The event is open to
the community.
Interactive High Holiday services
for families with young children will
be held for Erev Rosh Hashanah and
Kol Nidre. These two services are free
and open to the community.
Members are also invited to participate in Tashlich on Tuesday afternoon,
September 7 at 4:30 p.m. at the home
of Rabbi Marc and Leni Sack. Directions to their home will be available in
the synagogue lobby after services the
first day of Rosh Hashanah. It is time to
toss those sins away!
Please refer to the Temple Judea
ad in this issue of L’CHAYIM for dates
and times of High Holiday services and
celebrations, or call the office.
This is also the time to become a
member of Chaverot, Temple Judea’s
Sisterhood. If you are a new member
of Temple Judea as of the spring of
2021, you receive a complimentary
membership for the first year. Connect with new and longstanding members participating together in learn-
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ing, advocacy, social gatherings and
sisterhood.
Rabbi Sack will teach an “Introduction to Judaism” class beginning
Monday, August 16 at 6:15 p.m. Learn
about belief and prayer, Shabbat, holidays and dietary laws, ethics and values, history and modern communities.
This course is a prerequisite for people considering conversion. For more
information, contact Rabbi Sack at
rabbi@tjswfl.org or call the synagogue
office.
Regularly scheduled events:
• Friday evening Shabbat services
at 6:30 p.m. Friday evening services are preceded with a wine and
cheese reception at 6:15 p.m.
• Saturday morning Shabbat services at 9:30 a.m. followed by a
Kiddush lunch
• Morning minyan every Monday
at 9:00 a.m.
• Rabbi Sack’s monthly lunchtime
Torah study sessions the first
Thursday of each month at noon
at the offices of Myers & Brettholz
will begin in October
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only. The topic is “Pres COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE cursors to Modern Zi,
onism,” a historical surFort Myers
vey stretching from the
(239) 466-6671
l
Scriptures, Talmud, Dawww.fortmyerssynagogue.com
,
vid Alroy, Judah Halevi,
.
Nahmanides, Shabbtai
Zvi, Prince Potemkin, Napoleon, DisThanks to all the helpers who made our
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L' C H AY I M AU G U S T 2 0 2 1
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties

Order your
High Holiday Greeting Today!
L’CHAYIM is continuing the practice of
publishing your High Holiday greetings
to your family and friends wherever they
may be. Order your greeting for the
September 2021 issue of L’CHAYIM.

Sign up now for the September issue of L’CHAYIM for as little as
$18 per greeting. Choose from these sample greetings.
Just select your ad, complete & return the form below.

AUGUST
6
DEADLINE

Happy New Year

Barbara Siegel

Sherri Zucker

Barbara Siegel

The Zuckers

#1A: $18

#1B: $18

#1C: $18

#1D: $18

Sherri & Ira Zucker

Barbara Siegel

#2A: $36

#2B: $54

ORDER YOUR GREETING ON OUR WEBSITE AT
www.jewishfederationlcc.org/high-holiday-greetings
OR MAIL ORDER FORM BELOW
I want to place the following High Holiday greeting in the September 2021 L’CHAYIM
PRINT your name as you would like it to appear on the line below.

CHECK YOUR AD
CHOICES BELOW:

______________________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check for $_______________made payable to the Jewish Federation.
Credi t Card #_________ /__________/____ ______/__________

Exp. ____/____

Mail to: Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties
9701 Commerce Center Court * Fort Myers, FL 33908

FORM & PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY, AUGUST 6

____ #1A ($18) ____#
#1D ($18)
____#
#1B ($18)

____ #2A ($36)

____ #1C ($18) ____ #2B ($54)

