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What I’ve learned
By Sherri Zucker, Federation Co-President

I’ve learned a lot after having served the past two 
years as the co-president of the Jewish Federa-
tion. The most significant realization has been 

that it’s the people behind all the programs, projects 
and initiatives that make our organization so wonder-

ful. I’m amazed and inspired by 
all those who make up the Fed-
eration family here in Southwest 
Florida. Let me tell you about 
them.

We are unbelievably fortu-
nate to have such a talented and 
creative Jewish Federation staff. 
When the Covid-19 pandemic 
began, each staff member’s job 
changed in a matter of days. Jodi 

Cohen had to adjust to a Jewish Family Services cli-
entele that grew by three times. All of Debbie San-
ford’s carefully laid plans for programs were upend-
ed. Together with Alan Isaacs and Lori Ramos, they 
planned for a new paradigm. Proving their flexibility 
and resourcefulness, everyone pulled together and 
made the necessary changes to continue our mission. 
Likewise, as restrictions eased and the risk decreased, 
they pivoted back to more in-person programs and 
services. Their flexibility and creativity have been 
impressive.

Our volunteers are crucial. Many of our programs 
are volunteer-driven, like the senior lunch and the film 
festival. Our volunteers are a dependable, hardwork-
ing corps. They are energetic and always willing to 
learn new things. Our volunteers have hung in there 
with us during the pandemic’s most difficult times. 
When the food pantry was seeing record numbers of 

clients, the volunteers were integral to being able to 
meet the increased community need. We would not 
be able to do all that we do without the hard work and 
commitment of our volunteers.

We can thank our generous donors for providing 
the financial backing for everything we do and giving 
us fiscal security. Every year, there are many who step 
up to support the Jewish Federation through endow-
ments, annual gifts, ads and sponsorships. This gen-
erosity allows us to continue programs and projects 
that are popular and to start new ones as new needs  
arise.

It has been a joy to work with our Board of  
Directors over the past two years. A loyal and cre-
ative group, they have risen to meet the challenges 
we’ve faced. The members of our board possess a 
keen awareness of the Federation’s inner workings 
and relationships. They consistently come up with 
new ideas for how to actualize our mission and vision 
more fully. I’ve come to trust their collective wisdom 
in making hard and sometimes sensitive decisions.

Finally, we can all be grateful for our engaged 
Jewish community. We know that participation is 
contagious, and increased participation creates ener-
gy and momentum. We are fortunate to have a broad 
coalition of active individuals and organizations. Our 
Federation is thriving because so many take the time 
to be a part of our offerings.

The people I’ve worked with over the past two 
years have been inspiring and have made my job very 
easy. The group culture is energetic, innovative and 
cooperative. We have much to be thankful for at the 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties and 
it’s been a pleasure to serve as co-president.

The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties’ leadership and local synagogues’ 
leadership met with representatives from local law enforcement, including Lee County 
Sheriff’s Office, Fort Myers Police Department and the FBI, to assess and address com-
munity security needs. Follow-up meetings are being held at the Jewish Federation and 
local synagogues to determine the specific needs of each organization. Developments 
emerging from these meetings will be shared as they arise. For detailed information, 
please contact your synagogue and/or the Jewish Federation.

Security Update
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TThhee  JJeewwiisshh  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  AAnnnnuuaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  
aanndd  eennrriicchh  oouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  llooccaallllyy,,  iinn  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd. 

 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  mmaakkiinngg  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  hhoonnoorr  oorr  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  lloovveedd  oonnee..      
BBeeccaauussee  kkiinnddnneessss  iiss  ccoonnttaaggiioouuss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iinn  LL’’CCHHAAYYIIMM  aanndd  nnoottiiffyy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhoonnoorr..      

YYoouu  mmaayy  cchhoooossee  hhooww  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy  iiss  nnootteedd  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  mmiittzzvvaahh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN 
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L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a POWERFUL 

demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

MMAAKKEE  AA  TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTT  
 
 

Honoring a special person through a  
tribute gift to the Jewish Family Services  
of Lee & Charlotte Counties is a wonderful  
way to recognize a simcha or remember  
a loved one. Not only does your gift  
show your family and friends that  
you care, it goes to work helping Jews  
in need and building vibrant communities  
locally, in Israel and around the world. 

 
VViissiitt  oouurr  wweebbssiittee  &&  MMaakkee  aa  GGiifftt  
jjeewwiisshhffeeddeerraattiioonnllcccc..oorrgg//ttrriibbuuttee--mmeemmoorriiaallss  

 
A personal Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte 
Counties tribute card will be sent to the honoree  
or bereaved on your behalf, reflecting a personal 
message if you wish. 

TRIBUTES
In celebration of Debbie Feinberg

from Judy Feinberg

In honor of David Schneider
from Henry & Debbie Feinberg

In memory of Arlene H. Krupka
from Kathlen Krupka

In memory of mother Joyce W. Follador
from Lynn & Lory Kirby

Local Jewish Educa on and Culture  
Community‐wide Jewish Educa�on and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Fes�val, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebra�ons, PJ Library,  Israeli folk dancing,    
social groups, etc.  

L’CHAYIM published monthly and weekly newsle�er to keep  
the Jewish community informed about local, na�onal and     
interna�onal Jewish issues and events.  

Community Rela�ons ac�vi�es include monitoring  an�‐
Semi�sm and issues of separa�on of church and state in the 
community.  

Israel Advocacy and Ini�a�ves to strengthen local Jewish      
community �es with Israel. Holocaust Educa�on through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint Distribu�on Commi�ee (JDC) for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communi�es in 60+         
countries around the world. 

Partnership 2Gether rela�onship with the Hadera‐Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facili�es  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and socializa�on. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
Non‐sectarian, individual and family outreach, informa�on and 

referral services. 
Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and Publix food cards. 
Emergency nancial assistance grants. 
Educa�on and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Engagement 
Addressing pressing community needs related to volunteerism, 

ins�tu�onal collabora�ons and community assessment and     
planning.  

 

Jewish Community Founda on 
An endowment that ensures the long‐term nancial base of 

charitable, social and educa�onal programs in our community. 
Needs‐based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

H   J  F   L   C  C  S  

PUBLISHERS:
Byron & Shirley Frank

REPORTERS:
Kathleen Tirado

Mike & Randi Kashi

SUBSCRIBERS:
Martin Wolt 

Irene Hegedus 
Natalie Fulton 
Virginia Gioia 
Diann Cimring

“Thank you” to the following supporters of  L’CHAYIM 
for their contributions to help underwrite the cost of 
bringing news of the local, national and international 

Jewish community to your mailbox every month!
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demographic and reach 4,000 readers  
each month for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Lori at 239.481.4449 x5  

or LoriRamos@jfedLCC.org.

This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support 
of our advertisers. Please be sure to use their products and services, 
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Paragon Pools...........................23
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Seniors Helping Seniors...........23
Shell Point...................................9
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The Bagel Factory....................23
Bob Vinikoor, Realtor®.............20
Wilkes Weinstein Financial Grp.23

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE
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Program notes
By Debbie Sanford, Program Director

Let me start with the most ex-
citing news first. You will be 
thrilled with what we have lined 

up thus far for Israelfest. The theme for 
this year’s festival is Israeli Technolo-
gy and Innovation. 

I want to highlight the technology 
and innovative ideas that come from 
Israeli companies all over the U.S., 
but mostly around Florida. Some of 

the technology 
we utilize every 
day right here 
in Florida with-
out even know-
ing it. I have 
invited multiple 
Israeli business-
es to join us. 
Some will offer 
demonstrations. 

You do not want to miss the emergen-
cy response vehicle that Watergen is 
bringing. As populations around the 
world increasingly struggle to access 
clean, natural water, Watergen has 
come up with a game-changing solu-
tion that uses humidity in the air to 
create clean and fresh drinking water. 
Its innovative technology taps into 
the atmosphere – an unlimited, freely 
available resource – to provide drink-
ing water to people everywhere, from 
natural disaster areas, the most remote 
rural village communities to commer-
cial office buildings and private homes. 
It literally enables the air around us to 
turn into pure, fresh drinking water.

Plus all the delicious food, bands, 
entertainment and awesome vendors 
to shop. All Jewish organizations in 
Lee and Charlotte Counties have been 
invited to participate and the positive 
response is wonderful. 

But, we need a lot of volunteers 
for Israelfest! Please join us at one of 

the following three open houses at the 
Alliance for the Arts if you are able to 
volunteer:

 ¡ Wednesday, March 30 at 6:00 p.m.
 ¡ Tuesday, April 12 at 6:00 p.m.
 ¡ Tuesday, May 3 at 2:00 p.m. 

We need people to put up signs, set 
up, break down, clean up, help in the 
parking lot with traffic, man the Feder-
ation table for registrations, help in the 
vendor area and more. Please email me 
if you are interested.

On March 6, the Federation took 
our Lions of Judah on a day trip. I 
called it “Lions on the Loose in Mi-
ami.” We visited two wonderful ex-
hibits at the Florida Jewish Museum 
and then headed to the Miami Design 
District for an outdoor catered lunch at 
Jaffa, by Yaniv Cohen, The Spice De-
tective. To say the food was delicious 
is absolutely an understatement. If you 
are ever in Miami Beach or Hallandale, 

where he just opened his new restau-
rant, please visit, say hello and tell him 
you heard about him from the Jewish 
Federation.

The Lion of Judah is an emblem 
of a Jewish woman’s strength, her care 
for the Jewish world and a symbol of 
her financial commitment to our Jew-
ish Federation. For more information 
on the Lion of Judah, the Women’s 
Giving Circle or other giving opportu-
nities, please contact me.

To register for events 
or for more information, 
email me at debbiesan 
ford@jfedlcc.org. Chag Pe- 
sach Sameach!

 

Ronny S Taschner  DDS 
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology 

 
Jennifer Taschner  DDS  MMSc 

Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology 
 

 
1645 Medical Lane,  Fort Myers, FL 

 
Phone 239-936-0635 

Visit Our Website  www.taschnerperio.com 

Our group on a tour of the Florida Jewish Museum in Miami

Enjoying the meal at Jaffa Restuarant in Miami Karin Fine, Sherri Zucker and Naomi Thomson enjoy the swings

Yaniv Cohen and Sara Krivisky
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That’s the way  
the cookie crumbles

The Living Balance Sheet® can help you protect and grow 
your business making the most of  untapped potential. 
Using this revolutionary financial model, you can:

For your complimentary business valuation contact Brian Simon at 
(239) 246-8928 or brian.simon@afgfl.com

Find hidden value in your balance sheet.

Registered Representative of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). OSJ: 14021 Metropolis Ave. Fort Myers FL, 33912 (239) 561-2900. Securities products offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian. Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. 2019-79040 Exp. 5/21

Brian Simon, ChFC, CLU
Financial Professional

Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?
Is Your Business Worth 
More Than You Think?

• See the big picture of  your
finances, both business and personal

• Adjust your strategies for optimal 
impact across the board

• Maximize your opportunities and the 
value of  your business

It’s insight you won’t find anywhere else.

Alliance Financial Group
14021 Metropolis Avenue Fort 

Myers, FL 33912

By Keith Grossman
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No one tells us when we’re 
young, we should appreciate 
every cookie we can get our 

hands on. We intuitively know to eat 
every cookie we’re offered. We know 
we should befriend anyone who loves 
to bake cookies. But we don’t partic-

ularly appreciate 
those opportuni-
ties.

I remember 
going to syna-
gogue on Friday 
nights – not for 
the rabbi, but for 
the rugelach. At 
the Oneg, I stuffed 
all different va-

riety of cookies in my mouth. Like a 
castaway rescued after years on a des-
ert island, I devoured black & whites, 
lace cookies, almond cookies, biscot-
ti, gingersnaps, graham crackers and 
macaroons. I even ate the fake Oreos. 
My appetite knew no limit.

Then I hit adulthood, and my fa-
vorite cookies were taken away from 
me. Not exactly taken away from me, 
but certainly became petit four non 
gratis. Sure, I can ignore medical ad-
vice and even my growing stomach, 
but I can’t quite escape the shame my 
quarterly blood work casts upon me.

You see, I’m a T1 (which means 
Type 1 diabetic). As a T1, I’m sup-
posed to stay away from cookies. 
They’re high in sugar and carbs and 
calories – all things not good for a T1. 
But cookies are gooey and chocolaty 
(usually for me) and oh, so delicious. 
No, no, sweet cookie! Get out of my 
head! I will not be tempted by your 
fresh baked goodness!

If only I had appreciated my love 
affair with cookies more when I was 
young – in a loving, caring way. Not 
like food porn. If only I had not twisted, 
licked and dunked Oreo cookies with 
reckless abandon. Instead, I should 

have respected the rich, warm choc-
olate matched with the sweet vanilla. 
The perfect eternal roundness. The soft 
snap of the wafer. Researchers call that 
congruence. I call it a lost opportunity. 
I was not a smart cookie.

But my cookie indifference was 
not limited to just the Oreo. I loved and 
left many varieties of cookies. Choco-
late chip. Oatmeal raisin. Thin mints. I 
dunked them in milk. I stacked them on 
top of each other. I added frosting and 
chocolate sauce.

Then I expanded my palate. I gam-
bled with dried fruit disguised as cook-
ies. I experimented with raw cookie 
dough. I went to birthday parties just to 
eat the cookie cake. And who can forget 
ice cream sandwich cookies?! Is there 
a better summer treat than a cold block 
of ice cream nestled between two large, 
delicious chocolate chip cookies?

I shared all these cookies with my 
friends. And like a junkie, I ravaged 
them alone in my bedroom.

I ate cookies for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. They were midday snacks 
and midnight treats.

And all along, I never considered 
that one day it would all go away, 
leaving just a trace of chocolate in the 
corner of my mouth and a few angelic 
crumbs in my mustache.

How could I be so cavalier? So 
laissez-faire? How many times did I 
stick my hand in the cookie jar with-
out giving it a thought? I was a cookie 
monster.

I barely remember all their names. 
I’ve long since forgotten the sweet 
nothings they whispered on my tongue. 
I wish I had gotten to know them better. 
At the very least, I should have read the 
nutritional contents on the packaging.

But those days are gone. I can’t 
go back and make amends. I can only 
move forward, vowing to be a better 
cookie lover. I guess that’s just the way 
the cookie crumbles.

The first Zoom Passover
By Brian Simon, Federation Past-President
Editor’s note: This article first ap-
peared in the April 2021 issue of 
L’CHAYIM and is being reprinted for 
your reading pleasure.

And it came to pass that a great 
illness spread throughout 
Egypt, necessitating social 

distancing requirements. Pharaoh took 
no meetings in person, but he did check 
email. And he saw a Zoom invitation 
from  moishe1593bce@mum-me.com. 

And he clicked 
the link to see 
Moses in front of 
a burning bush 
background.

“Moses! It’s 
been a long time! 
What happened to 
you? It’s like you 
just disappeared. 

But Moses 
could not hear the words coming from 
Pharaoh’s mouth. And Moses said unto 
Pharoah: You’re still on mute.

And Pharaoh apologized and 
clicked on the microphone icon at the 
bottom of his tablet. And Pharaoh said 
unto Moses: Can you hear me now?

And Moses said unto Pharaoh: 
Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, 
Let my people go that they may hold a 
feast unto Me in the wilderness.

And Pharaoh said: Why would the 
people hold a feast for you, Moses?

And Moses said: No, not for me. 
It was The Lord who saith “Me,” with 
a capital M. The feast is for Him, with  

a capital H.
And Pharaoh said: Who is the 

Lord, that I should hearken unto His 
voice? I am dealing with a deadly virus 
that is a plague on the people of Egypt!

And Moses said: You call this a 
plague? You ain’t seen nothing yet, 
boychik!

And Moses’s brother Aaron joined 
the call: Sorry, I’m late. I couldn’t find 
the passcode.

And Pharaoh said: This virus has 
interrupted our supply chain. So you 
Israelites can gather your own straw to 
make bricks. And I’ll still expect the 
same level of production! 

And the people, hearing the news, 
complained to Moses: Dude, what the 
heck?!

And Moses said unto the Lord: 
Dude, what the heck?!

And the Lord said unto Moses: 
Let’s try this again, this time with signs 
and wonders. Have Aaron throw down 
his staff, and I will turn it into a serpent.

And Moses sent another Zoom in-
vitation. 

And Pharaoh responded: What 
now? 

And Aaron cast down his staff, and 
the Lord turned it into a serpent.

Then, Pharaoh called for his sor-
cerers and magicians, and they told 
Pharaoh: We believe this is just a fil-
ter. And Pharaoh’s technology minister 
showed him how to make his face ap-
pear to be a cat.

And the Lord said to Moses: Pha-

n Brian 
    Simon

raoh’s heart is stubborn. I will teach 
him what a plague looks like. Actually, 
10 of them.

And He turned the water of the 
Nile into blood, and smote the borders 
with frogs, and caused insect infesta-
tions and boy did it stink! And then He 
sent murrain. And most people didn’t 
even know what murrain was, so they 
had to look it up, and they saw it was 
a pestilence on livestock. And then the 
Lord sent boils and hail and locusts and 
darkness, and He thought about send-
ing political posts on Facebook, but he 
decided to save that plague for later. 

And finally, the Lord said to Mo-
ses: One more plague I will bring upon 
Pharaoh, and this time he finally will 
let you go. Overnight, I will go out into 
the midst of Egypt, and I will smite 
every firstborn of the Egyptians, and 
there shall be a great cry throughout 
the land. But I will pass over the houses 
of the Israelites, so you might want to 
remember this day as “Passover.” And 

with a strong hand and an outstretched 
arm, the Lord made air quotes when  
He said the word “Passover.” 

And the Lord continued: And this 
holiday shall be a feast of unleavened 
bread, and I know that a “feast” (air 
quotes again) should have better bread 
than “matzah” (more air quotes), but 
stay with me here. And you shall gather 
together each year except for 5780 and 
5781 when you shall use Zoom tech-
nology, and invite so many guests that 
you must use tables and chairs that fold 
and you will sing songs and drink four 
cups of wine from a vineyard called 
Manischewitz and open your doors for 
Elijah and buy powdered food in boxes 
and something called “jelly rings.”

And Moses said unto the Lord, 
“Oy. You got any of those signs and 
wonders for when I tell Zippora?”
Brian Simon is former president of the 
Federation. His views are not neces-
sarily those of the Federation or its 
board.

As a longtime reader of L’CHAYIM, 
I would like to share my gratitude. I 
congratulate Ted Epstein for producing 
and editing volumes and volumes of 
beautiful and informative newspapers. 

In particular, I am inspired by our 
local volunteer columnists, Federa-
tion past-president Brian Simon and 
past board member Keith Grossman, 
for their monthly articles, which are 
thoughtful, well written and heavily 
dosed with their sense of humor. Both 
gentlemen have been involved with 
Federation and Jewish life in South-
west Florida for many years and their 

tireless enthusiasm is noteworthy.
Our Federation directly finances 

and distributes our monthly Jewish 
newspaper. This is a highly ambitious 
and ongoing project, assiduously over-
seen by our Executive Director, Alan 
Isaac.

While I began this letter, motivat-
ed by my appreciation of L’CHAYIM, I 
realize that what I truly want to share is 
my respect and admiration for the work 
and dedication of our local Federa-
tion’s professional staff and volunteers. 

Fondly, Rozzi Osterman

Letter to the Editor
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By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Jewish Family Services update

n Jodi Cohen

In the movie Pretty Woman, Julia 
Roberts and Richard Gere are all 
dolled up on their way to a fan-

cy dinner. In the elevator she turns to 
him and says, “In case I forget to tell 

you later, I had a 
really good time 
tonight.”

I’m writing 
this Jewish Fam-
ily Services up-
date in March, a 
few weeks before 
the first Senior 
Luncheon in two 

years, and in case you are wondering, 
we had a marvelous time. We laughed, 
we kibbitzed, we noshed and we found 
each other after what felt like 40 years 
in the desert.

Speaking of Passover, the theme 
of liberation resonates more fiercely 
than ever before. As humans on the 
planet, we are passing through ‘the 
narrow place’ in deep and profound 
ways, globally as well as locally. My 
wish is that you take time to reflect on 
your own narrow places and find the 
compassion and insight to keep mov-
ing forward.

The Jewish Federation continues 
to provide assistance to those affected 
by the tornados. Friends United Meth-
odist Church (FUMC) has received 
substantial grant money to help people 

in Lee and Charlotte counties. FUMC 
just announced the hiring of case, con-
struction and volunteer management. 
There’s a group call every week to 
share updates on available resources, 
funding and any other relevant infor-
mation for all agencies involved with 
disaster recovery.

Jewish Family Services reached 
out to the permanent, low-income res-
idents affected by the tornados. People 
are trying to rebuild and repair their 
homes, but nothing is simple. Some 
people aren’t aware of available re-
sources or know how to apply online 
for assistance. Some people are living 
with cardboard covering holes where 
windows used to be. I asked a car-
penter to visit a client’s mobile home 
to assess the damage and then call me 
with an estimate. The roof needs to be 
replaced, new windows need to be in-
stalled, and the damaged kitchen cabi-
nets are attached to the ceiling and need 
to come down. All of the repairs are 
interconnected and necessary. Another 
client who lost every single thing is liv-
ing with cancer and going for treatment 
while navigating the repair of his water 
pump and electricity hookup. The do-
nations from the community, especial-
ly the St. Charles Harbour Foundation, 
are making an enormous difference in 
the lives of people who are vulnerable 
and need help.

Your generosity has enabled JFS 
to help families with electricity, wa-
ter and medical bills, transportation 
and housing. One woman visited The 
Cadkin Foundation Food Pantry for the 
first time and after learning more about 
her situation, I offered her a gas gift 
card. She started crying and said, “My 
tank is on E and I didn’t know if I had 

enough gas to make it home.” Another 
client finally admitted that she needed 
help when her cupboards were bare 
and then frantically tried to find a pan-
try that was open when she called me.

Most JFS clients do not have fam-
ily or friends who can help them much 
or at all. They are not connected to a 
wider community. There is a sense 
of desperation humming in the back-
ground when I talk to clients these 
days. I read an article about grief and 
Covid by Dr. Sunita Puri and now re-
cite these lines daily: “I have learned to 
look when I want to look away. I have 
chosen to stay when I’d prefer to run 
out of the room and cry. The prelude to 
compassion is the willingness to see.”

Jewish Family Services would not 
be able to do all that it does without our 
magnificent, menschkite volunteers. 
These are the people who work in the 
food pantry, who reach out as Friendly 
Visitors, who help before, during and 

after the Senior Luncheons. My heart-
felt thanks go to: Arnie Obstein, Barba-
ra Gribin, Carolyn Gora, David Levin-
son, Doreen Kostel, Elise Sewall, Ellen 
and Richard Bickelman, Gail Mishler, 
Irwin Kash, Jodi Engelman, Joyce 
Rosinger, Judy and George Litman, 
Karen Whitman, Lindy Smith, Luba 
Grossman, Mike Klein, Phyllis Boyar, 

Roberta Parillo, Ruth Lefberg, Saman-
tha Guterman, Shirley Frank, Suzanne 
Orkin, Tracey Seigel, Trudy Barch and 
Valerie Franklin.

Special mentions to: Jackie Cad-
kin for the beautiful blankets and hats 
that she creates for pantry clients; 
Taryn Sasser for sharing the name of 
her handyman; Sara and Brian Kriv-
isky for their sponsorship of the first 
Senior Luncheon in two years; Karin 
Fine and Valerie Franklin, Federation 
board members and chairs of the Se-
nior Luncheons; Rabbi Marc Sack and 
everyone at Temple Judea for hosting 
the Senior Luncheon.

The Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlotte Counties continues to be an 
exceptional resource because you, our 
Federation family, persistently practice 
the Jewish values of Tzedakah (benev-
olence), Tikkun Olam (repairing the 
world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking re-
sponsibility for one another).

A welcoming, informal, unaffi liated community created for 
the study and celebration of our Jewish cultural heritage. 

Worship and learn together by Zoom.
        CONTACT US: chavuratshalom@gmail.com
LEARN ABOUT US: chavuratshalomofsouthwestfl orida.org

from

CHAVURAT SHALOM
of SWFL

(FELLOWSHIP OF PEACE)

from

 Celebrate
Passover!
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Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

Last month’s “Triumph of Cour-
age” annual fundraising event 
was a great success! Thank you 

to all our Event Sponsors and guests 
for your support of this special evening 
benefiting our Holocaust Education 
programs. Our special guest, General 
Roméo Dallaire, spoke movingly of his 
experiences protecting Tutsi citizens 

during the geno-
cide against the 
Tutsis in Rwanda 
in 1994. He is a 
true hero who, af-
ter being ordered 
to leave the coun-
try, stayed behind 
with some of his 
soldiers because 
they felt mor-

ally responsible to those who sought 
the protection of the UN troops as the 
genocide was underway. He also spoke 
about his work to prevent children 
from being taken as soldiers and other 
humanitarian issues around the world.

We had another special guest join 
us for Triumph, Kizito Kalima, a sur-
vivor of the genocide against the Tutsis 
in Rwanda. His organization, the Peace 
Center for Forgiveness and Reconcili-
ation, provided us with the current spe-
cial exhibit, “The History of Rwanda 
in Ten Pictures” (see the description 
below.) When he heard about the Tri-
umph event guest speaker, he decided 
to attend. Mr. Kalima spoke for a few 
minutes before General Dallaire took 

the stage. Following the General’s re-
marks, they joined together to answer 
questions from the audience.

We were privileged to witness this 
powerful event with both a genocide 
survivor and upstander 
present. These remark-
able individuals truly 
embodied the event’s 
“Triumph of Courage” 
theme. 

The Museum re-
cently hosted the Col-
lier County Medical 
Society members for 
a tour of the Museum 
and a lecture presented by Stuart Mest, 
M.D. Dr. Mest is a museum board 
member, docent and educator. He was a 
Pulmonary and Critical Care Physician 
who served as Chairman, Department 
of Medicine, and Chief of Critical Care 
at a southern New Jersey hospital. His 
lecture was on the “Physicians’ Role 
During the Period of the Holocaust.” 
Some of the topics covered includ-
ed the Physicians trial at Nuremberg 
and Nazi physicians’ experiments in 
concentration camps; the Tokyo War 
Crimes Trial; Japanese physicians’ ex-
periments on POWs; the U.S. medical 
experiments involving humans around 
WWII; and a discussion of contempo-
rary medical ethics in a challenging 
world. 

April is Genocide Awareness 
Month, and the Museum has a spe-
cial exhibit highlighting the genocide 

against the Tutsis in Rwanda. We in-
vite you to visit the Estelle and Stuart 
Price Gallery where you’ll find “The 
History of Rwanda in Ten Pictures,” a 
collection of photographs, documents 

and artifacts about this event. This ex-
hibit is on loan from the Peace Center 
for Forgiveness and Reconciliation, 
and was created by Kizito Kalima. It 
uses cultural artifacts and panels to 
show how the society of Rwanda was 
divided while under colonial rule, how 

those colonial divisions continued af-
ter independence, and eventually led to 
the genocide against the Tutsis. Several 
items in the exhibit are on loan from 
Museum supporter Howard Isaacson, 
CEO of Emmanuel Communities, 
Inc. and Emmanuel Academies, Inc. 
Howard has worked with ministers in 
Rwanda for many years.

This year, Temple Shalom in 
Naples will host an in-person Yom 
HaShoah Commemoration Service on 

n Susan
    Suarez

Sunday, April 10 at 10:00 a.m. The ser-
vice will also be live streamed on the 
temple’s website. Check our website, 
www.HMCEC.org, or the temple’s 
website, www.naplestemple.org, for 
details.

For the past several months, mem-
bers of GenShoah of SWFL have been 
submitting short story “portraits” of 
family members who experienced the 
Holocaust. These stories form the core 
of the “Portraits of Remembrance” 
project, designed to be used in our Ho-
locaust Education classes with middle 
and high school students in SWFL. 
The stories will provide students with 
a rare personal view of the Holocaust 
they won’t find in textbooks. We re-
cently met with the authors to discuss 
their work. They were gratified that the 
memory of their family members will 
live on and be shared with future gener-
ations through our program. GenShoah 

also honored former GenShoah 
Program Chair Steve Brazina 
for his long-time contributions. 
We invite other 2Gs to share a 
story with us. It can be about 
a parent, grandparent, aunts, 
uncles – any family member 
who survived or didn’t survive 
the Holocaust. For more infor-
mation, please contact me at  
susan@HMCEC.org. 

Now that spring is here, it 
is a great time to book a Museum tour 
with your friends, club or family. The 
Museum offers private tours with a 
docent for groups of 12 to 20 people. 
Call 239.263.9200 or e-mail david@
HMCEC.org for more information and 
to schedule your tour.

On behalf of the Museum’s Board 
of Directors and staff, I wish you and 
your family a Happy Passover. Hope to 
see you soon at the Museum or one of 
our programs!

Are you looking for the perfect spot for your retirement?  
Come see what retirement living at Shell Point is all 
about. Since 1968, Shell Point has set the standard for 
retirement living in Southwest Florida. Located along the 
Caloosahatchee River in Fort Myers, Shell Point is just 

minutes from Sanibel Island and the Gulf of Mexico. The 
beauty of Shell Point’s waterfront location is unmatched, 
but what really sets Shell Point apart are the resort 
style amenities including boating, pickleball, tennis and 
championship golf — plus the assurance of Life Care.

Waterfront Living
at its Best!

®

CHOOSE A DATE for a small-group seminar and tour or schedule a 
private appointment at shellpoint.org/seminars or call (239) 990-2377.

 

EXPLORE SHELL POINT® TODAY! ATTEND A DISCOVERY 
SEMINAR & TOUR

Visit SHELLPOINT.ORG or call 1-800-780-1131.
Shell Point is located in Fort Myers, Florida, just minutes from the islands of Sanibel and Captiva.

Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc.  ©2022 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-4496-22
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“Triumph of Courage” annual fundraising event

From the Rwanda Exhibit at the Museum
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Dr. Trent Brown, Artistic Director
Abigail Allison, Accompanist

The Symphonic Chorale DBA Choral Artistry is an independent 501 (c)3 non-profit corporation.

The

L.A.T.
Foundation

Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

April 10 ~ 4:00 PM
Faith Presbyterian Church

4544 Coronado Pkwy
Cape Coral, FL

Concert with Chamber Orchestra

for ticket information, visit 
ChoralArtistry.org/performances

239-560-5695

Funding Support Provided by:

���������������������

�����������
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Presents the SWFL Premiere of
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Waterfront Living
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®
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EXPLORE SHELL POINT® TODAY! ATTEND A DISCOVERY 
SEMINAR & TOUR
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Antisemitism in Lee County
By Carolyn Gora

What started as a normal 
Thursday night in mid-Feb-
ruary turned out to be any-

thing but normal. When I took my dog 
out for her evening walk there was a 
ziplocked bag with a piece of folded 
paper on my driveway weighted down 
by rice. That seemed normal because 
many times that’s the way individu-
als promote tree trimming or pressure 
washing. Being curious, I opened the 
bag to read the paper inside and was 
shocked to see what was written:

“ANTI-SEMITISM IS A HUMAN 
RIGHT”

Shocking! This was printed on the 
antisemitic messages that were found 
in Fort Myers neighborhoods, includ-
ing my own. Originally, I thought I 
was targeted. Later, I found out that 
my neighborhood was targeted. I felt 
violated. My neighbors were furious. 
How dare someone come to our neigh-
borhood, where I have lived for over 

40 years, and spread their evil propa-
ganda. I had thought that this would 
never happen in my community. I was 
wrong.

I immediately reached out to Rabbi 
Nicole Luna. I called the City of Fort 
Myers Police and filled out an ADL 
form to report the incident. I also was 
contacted by WINK and FOX News, 
was interviewed and appeared on their 
stations’ news programs. I reached out 
to my neighborhood Facebook account 
and received supportive responses.

I was especially moved by my 
next-door neighbor’s response: ”I got 
this flyer yesterday, thought it was ad-
vertising. Antisemitism is never, never 
a human right! I immigrated from Ger-
many to the U.S. 13 years ago. One of 
the reasons was that antisemitic ten-
dency is back in Germany. This is why 
I take this flyer from stupid people very 
seriously, and we have to do everything 
to stop it.”

Ultimately, investigators from the 
Lee County Sheriff’s Department also 
visited me. They are taking this event 
seriously. A meeting was convened at 
the Sheriff’s Department consisting of 
representatives from local synagogues, 
the Federation and Fort Myers Police.

I certainly hope that you do not 
experience the same thing. But, if you 
do, don’t hesitate to contact your local 
law enforcement, ADL and our Jewish 
Federation. If you don’t tell them, they 
don’t know. They want to find the cul-
prits. What happened to me is epidem-
ic around the United States. It scares 
me and it’s not something to be taken 
lightly. It’s said that history repeats  
itself. I hope not.

   

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS 
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent  

Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us. 

Karin Fine 
Sherri & Ira Zucker 
The Cadkin Foundation 
Shalom Dancers 
Taryn Sasser 

Anonymous 
Jack Cohen - Marcia Can Help 
Naomi Bloom  
Barbara & Earl Magdovitz 
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein 

    INDIGENT FUND / MARCIA CAN HELP 
 Marty Freling 

Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Temple Judea 
Temple Beth El 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Shalom Life Center 
Shalom Dancers 
Edward & Beverly Drucker 
Russell & Elizabeth Bogen 
Lance & Carol Kann 

Lynn & Lory Kirby 
Hank Schwartz 
Barry & Cheryl Fulmer 
Roberto Luna &  
Rachelle Morea 
Craig & Judi Feinberg 
Barry Roth 
Barbara Sirotkin 
Barry & Susan Ebbets 
 

    FOOD PANTRY 

Temple Beth El 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Temple Judea 
Shalom Dancers 
Neil Kutner 
Harvey & Barb Charter 
National Honor Society  
Students 
 

Brian Simon 
Victor Gold 
Betty & Jim Rubenstein 
Arnold & Sharon Ruben 
Mike Goldstein 
Diane Nitenson 
Ruth Lefberg 
Robyn Green 

TOGETHER  
We can make a 
Difference  

    LINDA F. IDELSON CULINARY DESIGN FUND 
Charles Idelson 
Carolyn Gora 
Anita Freedman 
Claire Goldhagen 
Lynn & Lory Kirby 

Anne Schwartz 
Andy & Debbie Shuping 
Hy Tuchman 
James & Betty Rubenstein 
 

Arlene Stolnitz

“Chad Gadya” – Why a goat?

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED! 

We need help with: 

 Set-Up 

 Clean-Up 

 Crafts 

 Food/Vendor Area 

 Stage area 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers 

Interested in joining us? 
 

Please attend our Volunteer Open 
House! 
 Tuesday, March 30th, 6PM 

 Tuesday, April 12th, 6PM 

 Tuesday May 3rd, 2PM 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd, Fort Myers 

Contact Debbie: 239.481.4449 x4 or 

debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

ISRAELFEST — SUNDAY, MAY 15TH, 2-5 P.M. 
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debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

ISRAELFEST — SUNDAY, MAY 15TH, 2-5 P.M. 

VOLUNTEERS 
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We need help with: 

 Set-Up 

 Clean-Up 

 Crafts 

 Food/Vendor Area 

 Stage area 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers 

Interested in joining us? 
 

Please attend our Volunteer Open 
House! 
 Tuesday, March 30th, 6PM 

 Tuesday, April 12th, 6PM 

 Tuesday May 3rd, 2PM 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd, Fort Myers 

Contact Debbie: 239.481.4449 x4 or 

debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

ISRAELFEST — SUNDAY, MAY 15TH, 2-5 P.M. 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED! 

We need help with: 

 Set-Up 

 Clean-Up 

 Crafts 

 Food/Vendor Area 

 Stage area 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers 

Interested in joining us? 
 

Please attend our Volunteer Open 
House! 
 Tuesday, March 30th, 6PM 

 Tuesday, April 12th, 6PM 

 Tuesday May 3rd, 2PM 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd, Fort Myers 

Contact Debbie: 239.481.4449 x4 or 

debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

ISRAELFEST — SUNDAY, MAY 15TH, 2-5 P.M. ISRAELFEST ~ SUNDAY, MAY 15TH, 2-5 P.M. 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED! 

We need help with; 

 Set-up 

 Clean-up 

 Crafts 
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 Stage area 
 

Alliance for the Arts 
10091 McGregor Blvd, Fort Myers 

Interested in joining us? 
 

Please attend our Volunteer Open 
House! 
 
 WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  3300tthh,,  66PPMM  

 TTuueessddaayy,,  AApprriill  1122tthh,,  66PPMM  

 TTuueessddaayy  MMaayy  33rrdd,,  22PPMM  
 

Alliance for the Arts 
10091 McGregor Blvd, Fort Myers 
 
Contact Debbie: 239.481.4449 x4 or 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 
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Arlene Stolnitz

“Chad Gadya” – Why a goat?
By Arlene Stolnitz

Why, you may ask, have Jews 
always celebrated goats? 
Why? Because they have al-

ways lived with goats. In every shtetl, 
even the poorest family kept a goat to 
provide milk for the children. Through-

out the centuries, 
Jews have identi-
fied with the klor 
vays tsigele, the 
small white goat, 
a familiar figure 
in Jewish cul-
ture. According 
to folklore, it was 
not unusual for 
Jews to have their 

beloved goat sleep inside the house on 
a cold night!

Who does not know the lightheart-
ed, but symbolic “Chad Gadya” sung 
in a mix of Aramaic and Hebrew ev-
ery year at the Passover Seder? Or the 
beloved “Rozhinkes mit Mandlen” 
(“Raisins and Almonds”), especially 
revered by Ashkenazi European Jews. 
And then there’s the lesser-known 

children’s musical game dance, “Yesh 
Lanu Taish” (“We Have a Goat”).

Passover will soon be here and a 
discussion of the symbolism in “Chad 
Gadya” is appropriate. According to 
Biblical scripture (Exodus 12:5), the 
Pesach offering can be either a lamb 
or a goat. Its sacrifice has come to rep-
resent the oppression of the Jewish 
people throughout the centuries, much 
like that of the Israelites’ experience in 
Egypt.

“Rozhinkes” tells the story from 
Yiddish folklore of a small white goat 
asleep under a baby’s cradle. Written 
by Abraham Goldfaden, the song has 
become, in modern times, a metaphor 
for the extinction of European Jewry 
during the Holocaust.

We also know “the goat” has ap-
peared in well-known works of art and 
literature. Many of Chagall’s paint-
ings portray a goat. Poems and stories 
by Sholem Aleichem, Isaac Bashevis 
Singer and I.L. Peretz often include 
“the goat” in their literature. I recently 
read The Enchanted Tailor by Sholem 

Aleichem. It tells a “shtetl” story about 
the importance of goats to villagers.

As described in the story:
“ ...if there is a goat in the house 

you can have a glass of milk for the 
children, you can cook porridge with 
milk, you can make a milk soup for 
dinner, noodles and milk for supper, 
and besides you can count on a pitcher 

of sour cream, a piece of cheese, a bit 
of butter. Think of it. If we only had a 
goat!” …There is an ancient law that 
every Jew must own a goat. Let me 
quote you…”

So, back to the beginning of my 
article. Why a goat? Let’s go back in 
time. My research shows that goats 
have been around for a very long time, 
going back to prehistoric times. Goats 
were the first animal to be tamed by 
humans and were being herded over 
9,000 years ago! Earliest remnants of 

domesticated goats have been found in 
Iran over 10,000 years ago. This small 
useful animal was important in ancient 
civilizations, especially in the Fertile 
Crescent. Goats were animals of unique 
intelligence, virility and behavior. Be-
cause of their usefulness and hardiness, 
the goat is often depicted as a symbol 
of fertility, abundance, aggression and 

good luck in many 
ancient cultures. It 
is clear to me that, 
through the centu-
ries, goats played an 
important role both 
in household and 
temple rituals. My 
interest in goats was 
piqued when I visit-
ed the Yiddish Book 
Center in Amherst, 
Massachusetts. Its 
logo is a goat, and I 
was curious to know 
why it had chosen 

this as its symbol. All of this led me to 
the article you are reading today.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of 
all kinds has led to this series of ar-
ticles on Jewish Folk Music in the  
Diaspora.

Original artwork by Joel Kreiss

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED! 

We need help with: 

 Set-Up 

 Clean-Up 

 Crafts 

 Food/Vendor Area 

 Stage area 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers 

Interested in joining us? 
 

Please attend our Volunteer Open 
House! 
 Tuesday, March 30th, 6PM 

 Tuesday, April 12th, 6PM 

 Tuesday May 3rd, 2PM 
Alliance for the Arts 

10091 McGregor Blvd, Fort Myers 

Contact Debbie: 239.481.4449 x4 or 

debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

ISRAELFEST — SUNDAY, MAY 15TH, 2-5 P.M. 
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Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her new 

book, Aging Jewishly, available on  
Amazon. It makes a great gift!

How Christians saved Passover  
for south Italy’s secret Jews
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

As we grow older, the old stories 
take on special importance, 
especially those that date back 

centuries. As we join our families and 
friends for the traditional Seder meal, 

there is one story 
that highlights di-
versity, apprecia-
tion and unity – a 
unique story to 
share around the 
Passover table.

T h e  s t o r y 
begins  near ly 
500 years ago 
when courageous 

Christians helped southern Italian Jews 
celebrate Passover in secret. Today, the 
tradition lives on with the revival of 
Seder Hamishi.

Some historians believe that Rus-
sian painter Moshe Maimon’s most 
famous work, “Marranos: Secret Sed-
er,” actually tells the story of the Seder 
Hamishi, a special Passover Seder held, 
not on the first or second night of Pass-
over, but, as its name suggests, on the 
fifth night of the holiday. 

Legend has it that during the time 
of the Inquisition, first in Spain, then 
in Portugal and finally on the islands 
of Sicily and Sardinia and into Italy’s 
mainland, Jews who had been forced 

into Christian conversion (b’nei anu-
sim) were helped, surprisingly, by their 
Christian neighbors. 

Neofiti, as these newly minted 
Christians were called, continued to 
arouse the suspicion of Inquisition au-
thorities – so much so that gardeners, 
maids, cooks and nannies who worked 
in households of converted Jews were 
offered a bounty if they could catch their 
Jewish employer cleaning the house of 
chametz (leavened bread); changing 
pots, pans and dishes; or preparing pane 
azimo, or matzah, the unleavened bread 
eaten during the Passover holiday. And 
then, when the first night of Passover 
finally arrived, Inquisition soldiers, who 
laid in wait for the sun to set, would 
burst through the doors of what had once 
been Jewish homes, checking to see if 
any of these former Jews were “Juda-
izing” – in this case, making Passover 
in secret. 

Observing this injustice, some cou-
rageous Christians concocted a plan to 
help their Jewish neighbors. At great 
personal peril to themselves and their 
families (Christians who helped Jews 
were often tortured and murdered along 
with the Jews they tried to save), these 
Christians encouraged their Jewish 
neighbors to hold a Seder, not on the 
first or second night, but, in order not to 

arouse the authorities’ suspicions, on an 
“off” night – the fifth night. Stories are 
told of Christian families who allowed 
Jews to sneak into their Christian can-
tinas (basement rooms), and under the 
cover of darkness, these crypto-Jews 
first made the space kosher and then ac-
tually observed Passover complete with 
symbolic foods, prayers and blessings. 

Over the years, the fifth-night Seder 

became known as the Seder Hamishi – 
a doubly appropriate name especially 
since hamish is the Yiddish word for 
cozy, homey and friendly. 

Here in Calabria, the southernmost 
region of mainland Italy or what we like 
to call “the toe of the Italian boot,” our 
b’nei anusim continue the tradition of 
the Seder Hamishi. Since 2004, when 
Sinagoga Ner Tamid del Sud (The 
Eternal Light of the South) first revived 
the Seder Hamishi in the town of Se-
linunte on the island of Sicily, friends 
and families, both Jewish and Christian, 
have gathered annually to celebrate this 
remarkable Passover event. 

Each year, the Seder Hamishi is 
held in the Calabrian town of Lamezia 
Terme (formerly Nicastro) near Tim-
pone, the old Jewish quarter that is 
still intact. Seder guests tour Timpone, 
tucked beneath the castle of King Fred-
rick II, a monarch who recognized the 
valuable contribution that these Italian 
Jews made to the local economy and 
who offered them safety and protection. 

Like our Ashkenazi brothers and 
sisters, we Italian Sephardim gather the 
symbolic foods necessary to tell the Sed-
er story, however our foods differ from 
the usual Ashkenazi fare. For example, 
instead of the traditional shank bone, the 
anusim community chooses the bietola 
(blood red beet) to symbolize the lamb’s 
blood on the doorposts that saved the 
firstborn in Hebrew families.

Locally grown romaine lettuce 
(more bitter than the American variety) 
replaces horseradish, and pieces of 
celery stalk, rather than parsley, serve 
as karpas, the green vegetable that is 

ElliQ is the sidekick for healthier, happier aging - 
designed to empower older adults to live active, 
engaged, and independent lives at home.

Introducing

Learn more and purchase your own! 

$100 
OFF

enrollment fee with 
the discount code: 

LC

1 (844) 944-ELLI

WWW.ELLIQ.COM

continued on next page 

Wine is changing

It’s no surprise that the pandemic 
has changed many aspects of our 
lives…some of them permanently. 

More people are working from home, 
buying their necessities online…and 
enjoying wine in whole new ways. Like 

many other prod-
ucts, we start-
ed buying more 
wine online than 
ever before, shar-
ing it virtually 
instead of in per-
son, and drinking 
it at home instead 
of in bars and 
restaurants.

Now that things are getting back 
to (more or less) normal, many ex-
perts are predicting changes in tast-
ing trends, behaviors and other hab-
its. Some things, they say, have not 
changed much. Others have, for better 
or worse. There’s an upswing in the se-
lection of alcohol-free beverages, and a 
surprising surge in the acceptance and 
popularity of boxed and canned wine.

So let’s have a look at what we 
might expect as we dig our way out of 
the dislocations of the past year and a 
half.

One major phenomenon is the 
place wine has taken in the online 
world. Most simply, consumers are 
ordering wine and having it delivered, 
either by local stores or major retail-
ers from out of town, such as Acker 
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packages!

(239) 590-8999
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Proudly Serving Lee, Collier & Charlotte Counties

© 2021 CK Franchising, Inc. Most offices independently owned and operated.  

HHA: 299992995

Our skilled employees are 
insured, bonded, and go 
through extensive screening, 
testing, and training to deliver 
exceptional care

• Bathing & Hygiene
• Transportation & 
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Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her new 

book, Aging Jewishly, available on  
Amazon. It makes a great gift!

How Christians saved Passover  
for south Italy’s secret Jews

Wine is changing
By The Wine Whisperer

n Jerry  
    Greenfield

It’s no surprise that the pandemic 
has changed many aspects of our 
lives…some of them permanently. 

More people are working from home, 
buying their necessities online…and 
enjoying wine in whole new ways. Like 

many other prod-
ucts, we start-
ed buying more 
wine online than 
ever before, shar-
ing it virtually 
instead of in per-
son, and drinking 
it at home instead 
of in bars and 
restaurants.

Now that things are getting back 
to (more or less) normal, many ex-
perts are predicting changes in tast-
ing trends, behaviors and other hab-
its. Some things, they say, have not 
changed much. Others have, for better 
or worse. There’s an upswing in the se-
lection of alcohol-free beverages, and a 
surprising surge in the acceptance and 
popularity of boxed and canned wine.

So let’s have a look at what we 
might expect as we dig our way out of 
the dislocations of the past year and a 
half.

One major phenomenon is the 
place wine has taken in the online 
world. Most simply, consumers are 
ordering wine and having it delivered, 
either by local stores or major retail-
ers from out of town, such as Acker 

Merrall and JJ Buckley in New York. 
It’s also easy enough to visit sites like 
wine-searcher.com, search for a partic-
ular wine and order it from the list of 
retailers that pops up.

But even more remarkable is the 
way we’ve taken to sharing wine on-
line…especially due to the rise of vir-
tual tastings. If you’re on a wine retail-
er’s customer list, you receive an email 
offering a special selection of maybe 
three or four bottles of wine. Once you 
receive them, you’ll get a link to a live 
online session where someone from 
the store (or even the winemakers) will 
taste through the wines with you in real 
time and discuss them. In fact, some 
stats indicate that many producers have 
seen a doubling in their online orders.

New sites are under development 
where you’ll type in the wine you’re 
looking for (2018 Pinot Noir, for ex-
ample) and it will list hundreds of re-
tailers you can order from.

Another trend: Prosecco will con-
tinue its climb to the top of the pop-
ularity charts. According to Beverage 
Dynamics, “While prosecco’s phe-
nomenal growth has slowed, the Ital-
ian sparkler’s volume increased 16.5% 
in the U.S. last year.” Same goes for 
Cava, the sparkler from Spain. More 
and more casual wine enthusiasts are 
taking to this form of wine – especially 
the rosé versions.

Here’s a surprise: the increase in 
sales of so-called “hard” soft drinks, 

Rabbi Barbara Aiello...continued from previous page

like wine seltzer. They’re very dry, 
have low alcohol content and are easy 
to carry to the beach or outdoor events.

However, my interest is still in the 
good old reds and whites. I hope yours 
is, too.

Saldo Zinfandel California 2017 
($32) – From The Prisoner Wine Com-
pany, this rich, extracted Zin also con-
tains a touch of Petite Sirah and Syrah. 
Lush dark garnet color with concentrat-
ed aromas of cherry, pepper and spice. 
The mouth-filling flavors include lic-
orice, black fruit and chocolate. WW 
88-89

Domaine Bousquet Gaia Red 
Blend Uco Valley 2018 ($20) – It’s a 
story: French winemaker goes to Ar-
gentina, falls in love with the place, 
grows grapes. This 100% organic 
blend of Malbec, Syrah and a touch 
of Cabernet is full of cassis and black 
plum aromas that pay off on the palate 
complemented by hints of dried herbs 
and firm tannins. WW 88

Fort Ross Winery Sea Slopes Pi-
not Noir Sonoma Coast 2017 ($35) 

– From the prime Pinot Noir growing 
area in Sonoma, this wine is very much 
alive and fruit forward. Focused aro-
mas of cassis, blackberry and a hint of 
roses. Alluring flavors include black 
cherry, plum, cola and a whisper of 
clove. Lovely. WW 92
Ask the Wine Whisperer
What exactly is “pouilly fumé?”

This is made from the Sauvignon 
Blanc grape in the area around the 
village of Pouilly in the Loire Valley 
in France. The word “fumé” means 
“smoky,” which describes the aroma of 
this wine. Don’t confuse it with “pouil-
ly fuisse,” which is Chardonnay from 
the Macon region in Burgundy.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whisper-
er, a wine author, educator and consul-
tant. He is an adjunct professor in the 
wine program at Florida Gulf Coast 
University. Read his blog at www.wine 
whisperer.com. Jerry’s new book, He 
Lost it in the Catskills, is available on 
Amazon, or purchase your personally 
signed copy at catskillmemories.com.

dipped in vinegar, rather than salt water. 
The traditional egg on the Italian Seder 
plate is a rich brown in color because it 
has been roasted for hours with onion 
skins, vinegar and saffron. 

The Seder meal begins with a 
primo piatto of rice steamed with 
vegetables because in our Sephardic 
Mediterranean tradition, rice as well as 
other kitniyot are considered kosher for 
Pesach. Roasted lamb is a must along 
with mina, a layered lasagna-type meat, 
spinach and matzah pie brought to 
Italy from Spain by our crypto-Jewish 
 ancestors. 

Pesach anusim traditions begin 
with the lighting of the memorial can-
dle in honor of our “forced ones,” our 
Jewish ancestors who were arrested, 
tortured and murdered by the Inquisi-
tion. Next, we offer the candle blessing 
for Shabbat and Yom Tov, sung in an 
ancient Ladino melody. The Seder plate 
itself is actually a ke’arah, a woven 
basket-type tray covered with silk net-
ting that makes a grand entrance to the  
Seder table after the kindling of light. 

At the singing of “Ha Lachma 
Anya,” the plate of matzah is passed 
shoulder to shoulder among the guests, 
a symbol of the heavy burden of slavery. 
A tin can placed at the head of the table 
takes center stage for the recitation of 
the Ten Plagues as a splash of wine 
punctuates each plague. When the can is 
filled, the younger guests carry the can 
outdoors into a far corner of the garden 
with the admonition, “May our enemies 
stay far from our door.” Then it’s a rous-
ing version of “Dayenu,” which features 

green onion stalks that guests use to tap 
each other, symbolizing the sound of the 
whips used to beat the Hebrew slaves. 

For me, a bat anusim or “daughter 
of the forced ones,” leading the Seder 
Hamishi each year in Southern Italy is 
one of the most emotionally significant 
experiences of my rabbinic career. As 
we read the ancient blessings, I recall 
my own family’s history when my 
nonna carried candles to the cellar to  
kindle the lights of Shabbat. Now, as 
each Seder Hamishi brings with it the 
realization that fear and prejudice nearly 
extinguished our heritage, this under-
standing is coupled with a deep sense 
of gratitude to the nameless Christians 
whose courage helped preserve the very 
traditions that I am able to enjoy today.

This year in Calabria, we Jews, who 
were nearly robbed of our religion, our 
culture and our heritage, bring the light 
of Pesach out of the cantina and into 
the hearts of our brothers and sisters 
who, after 500 years, now have a new 
opportunity to do as the Torah com-
mands and become “a light unto the 
nations.” The Seder concludes with the 
traditional, “Next year in Jerusalem!” 
For me and my fellow b’nei anusim 
whom I serve here in the deep south of 
Italy, we add, Baruch HaShem, “Next 
 year in Calabria,” too.
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

Sign up for the Federation’s 
weekly e-blasts. Send an email 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
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Dr. Paul Bartrop

Third Reich justice
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

While it is too much to say 
that an entire judicial sys-
tem can rest on the initia-

tive of one person, it was 80 years ago 
this month that it appeared as though 
this was the case in Nazi Germany. In 

April 1942, judge 
Curt Rothenberger 
wrote to Adolf Hitler 
with a series of re-
form proposals that 
would have serious 
ramifications for the 
Nazi system of what 
passed for justice.

After the Nazi seizure of power 
in 1933, Rothenberger, together with 
Hans Frank and Roland Freisler, 
formed an unofficial group of Nazi 
lawyers who changed the legal process 
by installing loyal Party men into lead-
ing judicial positions.

Rothenberger was born on June 30, 
1896. From 1905, he attended the Wil-
helm-Gymnasium, a school well-at-
tended by Jewish boys. Completing his 
secondary schooling in August 1914, 
he was too young to volunteer for 
World War I, but received his compul-
sory call-up papers in April 1915. He 
served until 1918 as a field gunner on 
the Western Front, rising to the rank of 
lieutenant.

After the war, Rothenberger en-
rolled in a specially designed course 
for war veterans at the University of 
Hamburg. He passed his first state ex-
amination in March 1920 after only 
five semesters; served a shortened legal 

clerkship; obtained his doctoral thesis; 
and passed the second state law exam-
ination. In June 1922, he was appoint-
ed an auxiliary district court judge be-
fore becoming an investigating judge 
in 1927. In 1928, he was promoted to 
the Government Council in the State 
Justice Administration. In mid-1929, he 
moved into health administration, work-
ing as a senior government counsel. 

At the end of 1931, Rothenberger 
was a Hamburg candidate for a posi-
tion as assistant judge in Leipzig, but 
he was not appointed. At just 35 years, 
he was considered too young for such 
a senior position. His career aspirations 
now overcame any morals or ethics. 
While he had been mentored by at least 
two Jewish professors, he now tied his 
career to the Nazi Party’s success and 
became a backroom adviser assisting 
the Nazis.

On March 8, 1933, Rothenberger 
was elected as Justice Senator. Once 
in place, he fired two Jewish prosecu-
tors even before the Law for the Resto-
ration of the Professional Civil Service 
– the so-called “Aryan Law” of April 
7, 1933 – was passed. As he was not 
publicly aligned to the Nazi Party, the 
radical changes he made to the judicia-
ry were not immediately evident, but 
by the time he was done he had sacked 
31 Jewish judges and prosecutors. In 
purging Hamburg’s judicial system, 
some 30% of Hamburg’s lawyers lost 
their offices.

From May 16, 1935, Rothenberg-
er served as President of the Hamburg 

Higher Administrative Court, in which 
he initiated a new system for all courts. 
Weekly pre-case discussions were 
held, in which each judge presented 
the most important cases coming up in 
the forthcoming week. Rothenberger 
stated how each case should proceed 
and at the same time criticized “unac-
ceptable” judgments from the previous 
week. Over time, he decided almost 
every case personally. On some oc-
casions he intervened in the cases of 
other judges. He always blocked any 
charges brought against Nazis. 

After war broke out in 1939, jus-
tice was even more controlled. With 
the appointment in January 1941 of 
Franz Schlegelberger as Justice Min-
ister, Rothenberger identified a new 
career for himself, writing successfully 
in April 1942 to Adolf Hitler with a se-
ries of reform proposals for the judicial 
system. On August 20, 1942, Rothen-
berger was appointed as State Secre-
tary in charge of judicial reform.

One of his first acts was to make 
a deal with a leading SS officer, Bru-
no Streckenbach, whereby prisoners 
deemed as “antisocial” would be re-
moved from jails and handed over to 
the SS to be worked to death in con-
centration camps. SS Chief Heinrich 
Himmler decreed that Jews and Roma 
would join repeat offenders and those 
with lengthy sentences in this “antiso-
cial” category.

Rothenberger soon returned to his 
original reform plans and sought to 
give the Nazi Party a closer role in the 

training of judges, arguing that justice 
at the highest level should remain with 
a fully trained judiciary. By Decem-
ber 1942, however, new Justice Min-
ister Otto Thierack sought to dismiss 
Rothenberger, whose reforms were 
causing friction between the Party and 
the judiciary just as the war was begin-
ning to turn against the Nazis and sta-
bility was necessary. Eventually fired 
in late 1943, Rothenberger returned to 
Hamburg, where he commenced prac-
tice as a public notary.

In May 1945, Rothenberger was 
arrested by the Allies. He became one 
of the defendants at the Judges’ Tri-
al, which commenced at Nuremberg 
on January 4, 1947. On December 4, 
1947, he was sentenced to seven years 
imprisonment. The tribunal found that 
Rothenberger had furthered the pro-
gram of racial persecution and contrib-
uted significantly to the degradation of 
the Ministry of Justice and the courts 
in submitting to the will of Hitler, the 
Nazi Party and the police.

In August 1950, he was released 
early from Landsberg Prison and set-
tled in Schleswig-Holstein, before re-
turning to Hamburg in 1954. In 1959, 
a report was published on Rothenberg-
er’s activities during the Nazi era. Hu-
miliated, his career in tatters, he com-
mitted suicide on September 1, 1959.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

Stars of David
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Third Reich justice
training of judges, arguing that justice 
at the highest level should remain with 
a fully trained judiciary. By Decem-
ber 1942, however, new Justice Min-
ister Otto Thierack sought to dismiss 
Rothenberger, whose reforms were 
causing friction between the Party and 
the judiciary just as the war was begin-
ning to turn against the Nazis and sta-
bility was necessary. Eventually fired 
in late 1943, Rothenberger returned to 
Hamburg, where he commenced prac-
tice as a public notary.

In May 1945, Rothenberger was 
arrested by the Allies. He became one 
of the defendants at the Judges’ Tri-
al, which commenced at Nuremberg 
on January 4, 1947. On December 4, 
1947, he was sentenced to seven years 
imprisonment. The tribunal found that 
Rothenberger had furthered the pro-
gram of racial persecution and contrib-
uted significantly to the degradation of 
the Ministry of Justice and the courts 
in submitting to the will of Hitler, the 
Nazi Party and the police.

In August 1950, he was released 
early from Landsberg Prison and set-
tled in Schleswig-Holstein, before re-
turning to Hamburg in 1954. In 1959, 
a report was published on Rothenberg-
er’s activities during the Nazi era. Hu-
miliated, his career in tatters, he com-
mitted suicide on September 1, 1959.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jew-
ish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one  
Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are also 
identified as Jewish.

Broadway Dreams
The Disney+ original film Better Nate 
Than Ever premieres on Friday, April 
1. Nate, 13, is an unpopular Pittsburgh 
teen who fantasies that he will become 
a big Broadway star. His best friend 
Libby convinces him to go with her to 
New York and audition for a big Broad-
way musical. He lucks out when he 
runs into his aunt Heidi (LISA KUD-
ROW, 58), a ‘showbiz smart’ person 
who has long been estranged from  
Nate’s parents.
Mr. Franklin
On Monday and Tuesday, April 4 and 
5, most PBS stations will air a two-part 
biography of Benjamin Franklin. The 
episodes are each two hours long (8:00 
to 10:00 p.m.). I’m sure there will be 
encore showings and you can also 
watch it on the PBS app. Super-famous 
documentary maker Ken Burns direc- 
ted the episodes. It is narrated by actor 
PETER COYOTE, 80.

I doubt that Burns (whose wife is 
Jewish) will even mention this – but 
I will – in case you come across the 
many antisemitic sites that say Frank-
lin wrote a lengthy attack on Jews. 
Usually called the “Franklin Proph-
ecy,” this ‘big lie’ junk was actually 
written by a notorious antisemite in the 

1930s. Check the very good Wikipedia 
entry (entitled “Franklin’s Prophecy”) 
for more details. As many scholars 
have noted, Franklin gave a small cash 
donation to a struggling Philadelphia 
synagogue. Not something an antisem-
ite would do. 
Watergate
Gaslight is an eight-episode limited 
Starz series that begins streaming on 
Sunday, April 24. Early in 1972, John 
Mitchell (SEAN PENN, 61), Nixon’s 
Attorney General, resigned and be-
came Nixon’s re-election campaign 
head. His wife Martha (Julia Roberts) 
had some info about the Watergate 
break-in (June 1972). John knew she 
probably would give this info to the 
press. Just days after the break-in, John 
arranged for his wife’s kidnapping and 
imprisonment in a hotel room. Martha 
managed to call a top Washington re-
porter and briefly talk about Watergate 
before the phone was ripped from her 
hand. John then orchestrated a smear 
campaign to paint his wife as a drunk 
and a nut. 

NAT FAXON, 44, whose moth-
er was Jewish, plays top Nixon aide 
Bob Haldeman. Like Nixon’s other top 
aide, John Ehrlichman, Haldeman did 
prison time for his Watergate crimes. 

The Nixon tapes disclosed that Halde-
man and Nixon often made antisemitic 
remarks, but never did so when Ehr- 
lichman was present. Why? They 
knew that Ehrlichman’s father was a 
Jew who converted to John’s mother’s 
faith, Christian Science. 
Action Flicks
The action-thriller film Ambulance 
opens in theaters on Friday, April 8. 
William Sharp, an African American 
war vet, needs $231K for his wife’s 
surgery. He turns to his adoptive broth-
er Danny (JAKE GYLENHAAL, 41), 
a career criminal. Their attempt to rob 
a bank goes wrong. They shoot a police 
officer and flee in an ambulance carry-
ing the shot cop and an EMT.

In a recent Esquire interview, Gyl-
lenhaal said it was time for him to do 
some big action movies again – and 
that’s the type of film that Ambulance 
director MICHAEL BAY, 57, makes 
(Transformers, Pearl Harbor). Esquire 
also reported that Jake’s actress sister 
MAGGIE gave Jake a mezuzah at a 
2021 family Hanukkah party hosted 
by their screenwriter mother NAOMI 
FONER, 75.

BEN FOSTER, 41, an excellent 
actor, stars in two new movies, The 
Contractor (in theaters Friday, April 
1) and The Survivor, an original HBO 
Max film (premieres Wednesday, April 
27). Foster was raised in his father’s 
Jewish faith and was a bar mitzvah. His 
wife LAURA PREPON, 41 (That ’70s 
Show), also is the child of a Jewish  

father/non-Jewish mother. 
The Contractor is an action film 

about a former special forces soldier 
(Chris Pine) who goes to work for a 
private company along with his best 
friend (Foster). He needs friends when 
he takes on a very dangerous overseas 
mission.
Auschwitz Gladiators
The Survivor is based on the true sto-
ry of HARRY HAFT (1925-2007), a 
Polish Jew who was just 16 when he 
was sent to Auschwitz. His strong build 
prompted the SS to train him to be a 
boxer. The SS found it ‘entertaining’ to 
force prisoners to box to the death be-
fore military personnel. Haft survived 
76 such matches. 

I’m annoyed that the only other 
Jew playing a Jew is Israeli model and 
actress DAR ZUZOVSKY, 31. Vicky 
Krieps, who plays Miriam, Haft’s Jew-
ish girlfriend, isn’t Jewish, but I give 
Krieps a ‘pass’ because her real-life 
grandfather was an anti-Nazi resistance 
leader. The film was directed by Oscar- 
winner BARRY LEVINSON, 79.

Frankly, I don’t like seeing Jews 
beat other Jews to death. Also, there’s 
already Triumph of the Spirit (1989), a 
pretty good, true-life, ‘box or die’ film 
about a Greek Jew in Auschwitz.

Matzo Ball Soup 
Roasted Chicken, Salmon 

or Beef Brisket
Potato Kugel  Tzimmes  Dessert

April 16, 5:00 - 7:30
All are invited.

RSVP by 3/30.

 

$50 member $60 non-member
ages 6-15 $30, 5 and under FREE

     

TEMPLE BETH EL
16225 WINKLER ROAD FORT MYERS FL   33908   

239-433-0018   www.templebethel.com
For more info, please contact: 

Karen Adelstein adekar@comcast.net

Need to reach the editor of 
L’CHAYIM? Send an email to  

LChayim36@gmail.com.



 1616 L' CHAY IM L' CHAY IM APR I L  2022 APR I L  2022 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesJewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties JEWISH INTERESTJEWISH INTEREST

Safta’s Modern Old Charoset  
– recipe by Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

When Passover begins in a 
few weeks (the first Seder 
is Friday night, April 15), 

Jewish people around the world will 
celebrate the freeing of the ancient 
Hebrews from the slavery in Egypt 
several thousand years ago. The Jew-
ish people left Egypt in such a hurry 
(and I would too if Pharaoh’s army 
was running after me!) that they didn’t 
have time to let their bread rise. And 
so, modern-day Jews avoid bread and 
all yeast-raised products for eight days.

Passover memories are some of 
my most cherished from childhood, 
and today I continue to embrace reli-
gious customs that focus around fam-
ily, culture and food. The Seder tradi-
tion is something I’m passing down to 
my own children, and this year I hope 
my boys will be able to make it through 
all of the four questions!

Growing up, my parents would 
host Seder in our home. Our friends’ 
relatives would come over for a read-
ing of the Haggadah and participate in 
the festive meal. 

Every Passover I would look for-
ward to my Safta Dalia’s famous Mo-
roccan charoset, which I thought was 
the greatest! Can we all agree that 
charoset is the best part of the Passover 
Seder? Okay, searching for the afi-
komen is pretty fun, and the kosher for 
Passover chocolate cake for dessert is 
usually nice, but let’s be honest, when 
you’re two glasses of wine deep into a 
four-hour meal and all you’ve had to 
eat is some freshly dry matzo and cel-
ery, that sweet, spiced mixture of fruits 
and nuts tastes pretty mouthwatering. 

One of my favorite childhood 
memories from the Passover Seder was 
that first bite of the sweet charoset. Af-
ter patiently waiting through the entire 

telling of the full story of the Jews’ ex-
odus from Egypt, that first bite always 
gave me hope that we were getting 
close to the real meal.

For most American Jews, charoset 
hardly varies. The mixture is made 
with chopped apples, chopped walnuts, 
sweet Passover wine, a little honey and 
cinnamon.

But for Moroccan Jews, the tradi-
tional staple is entirely different. Mo-
roccan Jews know how to do food right 
in the most festive and colorful way. 
So it is only natural that the Moroc-
cans would do the Seder right as well! 
And definitely, Safta Dalia’s Moroc-
can charoset tastes different than other 
charosets and is amazingly good. The 
consistency is also different. While the 
apple and walnut version doesn’t much 
resemble a paste, Moroccan versions 

hold together much better.
My Moroccan Safta use to use 

prunes in her recipe. They give it a 
much deeper taste than other charosets, 
but what really stands out is that this 
delicious paste is made into balls rather 
than left as a spread. What doesn’t taste 
better bite-sized?! 

It was 40 years ago, but I remem-
ber it like it was yester-
day. Every year, the eve-
ning before the Seder, my 
grandmother would go 
into the kitchen with huge 
quantities of dates and 
nuts, and with her old little 
grinder prepared charoset 
in huge quantities. 

On the eve of the holi-
day, she would place a huge 
bowl full of charoset on 
the counter of her restau-
rant. All the residents from 
the neighborhood, as well 
as her customers, would 
come with glassware and 
fill them with the delicious 
charoset. What wonderful 
memories of the old days!

Can you imagine? The 
recipe for charoset was her 
mother’s original recipe 
from Morocco. She must 

have improved it a bit with Israeli in-
gredients. Years later she gave me the 
recipe, and I modernized it too.

And since then, Safta Dalia’s char-
oset appears on our Seder table as a 
guest of honor. In fact, the charoset 
is no longer a guest but a permanent 
tenant. My mom is a little unhappy 
because most of us prefer Safta’s char-
oset. It is, sweeter, richer and makes us 
happy. 

This may not be the charoset you 
are used to, but this recipe is so good 
and so easy to make. My husband de-
scribes it as a “little bit of heaven,” and 
boy, is he right. Chag Sameach!
Ingredients:

• 1½ cup pitted dates, preferably 
Medjool

• ½ cup pitted prunes
• 1 cup grape juice or kosher wine 

(like Manischewitz)
• 3 tablespoons silan (date syrup)  

or honey
• 1 tablespoon pomegranate juice
• ½ cup pecan halves 
• ½ cup hazelnuts 
• 1 teaspoon mint leaves 
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

• ½ teaspoon salt
• Finely ground nuts to roll the 

charoset into balls (optional) 
Directions:

 X Bring wine to a light simmer on 
medium heat, then stir in dried 
dates and cinnamon. Cook uncov-
ered until dates are well hydrated 
and wine has reduced to thick syr-
up, about 15 minutes. Add salt to 
taste and set aside.

 X In a food processor, roughly chop 
pecan and hazelnut in short pulses. 
There should be no whole nuts re-
maining; a mix of large chunks and 
small crumbs is preferable or fine-
ly ground nuts to roll the charoset 
into balls. Remove nuts from food 
processor and transfer to a large 
mixing bowl.

 X Add dates mixture to food proces-
sor and pulse until dates just begin 
to come together into a paste, 2 to 
3, and 30-second pulses. Do not be 
afraid to over process until smooth.

 X Transfer dates to mixing bowl and 
combine well with nuts. Stir in 
pomegranate juice and silan (date 
syrup) or honey. Serve at room 
temperature.

Optional 
 X To serve as charoset balls (12-20 

balls), take a piece of the mixture 
about the size of a large olive and 
roll into a ball. 

 X Roll it in the ground nuts and set 
aside.

 X Continue with the remaining mix-
ture until it has all been used. To 
store, keep in a cool place, but 
don’t refrigerate.

 X Decorate with mint leaves.

Passover begins the Passover begins the 
evening of evening of Friday,Friday,  

April 15April 15. Many of the . Many of the 
area’s temples will hold area’s temples will hold 
first- and second-night first- and second-night 

Seders open to the Seders open to the 
community. Contact community. Contact 
the temples for more the temples for more 

information.information.

         

Don’t forget to contact us with your change  
of address to continue receiving L’CHAYIM. 

 
 
 

Send address changes to 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org 

 
 

      Safe Travels 

Heading North 
 

for the Season? 
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Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

• ½ teaspoon salt
• Finely ground nuts to roll the 

charoset into balls (optional) 
Directions:

 X Bring wine to a light simmer on 
medium heat, then stir in dried 
dates and cinnamon. Cook uncov-
ered until dates are well hydrated 
and wine has reduced to thick syr-
up, about 15 minutes. Add salt to 
taste and set aside.

 X In a food processor, roughly chop 
pecan and hazelnut in short pulses. 
There should be no whole nuts re-
maining; a mix of large chunks and 
small crumbs is preferable or fine-
ly ground nuts to roll the charoset 
into balls. Remove nuts from food 
processor and transfer to a large 
mixing bowl.

 X Add dates mixture to food proces-
sor and pulse until dates just begin 
to come together into a paste, 2 to 
3, and 30-second pulses. Do not be 
afraid to over process until smooth.

 X Transfer dates to mixing bowl and 
combine well with nuts. Stir in 
pomegranate juice and silan (date 
syrup) or honey. Serve at room 
temperature.

Optional 
 X To serve as charoset balls (12-20 

balls), take a piece of the mixture 
about the size of a large olive and 
roll into a ball. 

 X Roll it in the ground nuts and set 
aside.

 X Continue with the remaining mix-
ture until it has all been used. To 
store, keep in a cool place, but 
don’t refrigerate.

 X Decorate with mint leaves.

Wishing you
a happy    
Passover.
Looking for recipes? Find Kosher for Passover 
favorites at publix.com/passover. 
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Marcia Can Help 
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  22001177. 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  AAllaann  IIssaaaaccss  aatt  ((223399))  448811--44444499    eexxtt..  66  oorr  aallaanniissaaaaccss@@jjffeeddllcccc..oorrgg..  

American Jewish Committee announces appointment 
of Congressman Ted Deutch as next CEO
American Jewish Committee 

(AJC) announced on February 
28 that it has appointed Ted 

Deutch, a member of the United States 
House of Representatives and lifelong 
Jewish and pro-Israel activist, as the 
organization’s next Chief Executive 
Officer, effective October 1, 2022.

Rep. Deutch was unanimously 
selected by AJC’s 28-member Execu-
tive Council, the organization’s most 
senior lay body, following an exten-
sive national search for a successor to 
AJC CEO David Harris, who has led 
the organization since 1990. Mr. Har-
ris will remain AJC CEO until Rep. 
Deutch assumes the role, after which 
Mr. Harris will stay on as a consul-

tant for one year to assist in a seamless  
transition.

Currently serving his seventh term 
in Congress representing Broward and 
Palm Beach counties of South Flori-
da, Rep. Deutch is known for reaching 
across party lines to build bipartisan 
consensus. He has been a champion 
in Congress on issues of concern to 
the Jewish community, most notably, 
combating antisemitism, supporting 
the State of Israel and countering the 
threats posed by Iran.

“We are very pleased to announce 
that Ted Deutch will serve as AJC’s 
next CEO,” said AJC President Har-
riet P. Schleifer. “Ted’s deep and 
lifelong commitment to the Jewish  

community, Israel and to the protection 
of democratic values is obvious to all 
who know him. His shared passion for 
AJC’s mission and vision makes him a 
natural fit to advance our critical glob-
al work and to build on David Harris’s 
extraordinary legacy.”

Rep. Deutch said, “I have worked 
closely with AJC throughout my ten-
ure in Congress and I am deeply hon-
ored to have been chosen to serve as 
the organization’s next CEO. For 116 
years, AJC has worked to protect glob-
al Jewry, strengthen Israel’s place in 
the community of nations and advance 
democratic values around the world. I 
couldn’t be more excited to passionate-
ly lead AJC at this critical moment in 
history and feel immensely privileged 
to have the opportunity to build on the 
historic efforts and impact of David 
Harris, past and present AJC leaders, 
and the entire team at the organization, 
who are among the most dedicated pro-
fessionals in the Jewish world.”

“I am wholeheartedly committed to 
furthering AJC’s non-partisan, centrist 
approach, and will be steadfast in my 
efforts to advance the organization’s 
mission,” Rep. Deutch continued. 
“AJC will continue to defend the glob-
al Jewish community whenever and 
wherever it is threatened – in Ameri-
ca, Europe, Latin America, online, on 
campus, at the United Nations. It will 

prepare Jewish advocates to boldly 
and knowledgeably stand against anti- 
semitism and other bigotries. And it 
will use the talent and power of in-
novative leaders of all ages to defend 
Israel’s rightful place in the world and 
expand the opportunities to transform 
the Middle East and the world under 
the Abraham Accords.”

AJC CEO David Harris said, “I’ve 
had the pleasure of knowing and collab-
orating with Congressman Ted Deutch 
for years. Apart from being a mensch, 
he has demonstrated time and again his 
enduring commitment to the U.S.-Isra-
el relationship, the well-being of Jew-
ish communities around the world, the 
fight against rising antisemitism from 
a multiplicity of sources, the danger of 
a nuclear Iran, the protection of dem-
ocratic values and human dignity, the 
enhancement of interfaith and inter-
ethnic relations, and the importance of 
bipartisanship – all of which are core 
priorities of AJC. I wish him every suc-
cess in his future at this amazing, one-
of-a-kind global Jewish organization, 
and will do everything possible to help 
ensure a smooth transition.”

The AJC West Coast Florida  
office, located in Sarasota, 

can be reached at 
941.365.4955.

Stay in touch throughout the month. 
Sign up for the Federation’s e-blasts.

Get the latest information 
on upcoming community 
events and cultural activities, 
breaking news, updates from 
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org
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The Unrivaled Leader in Real Estate

fort myers resident for 
nearly 30 years

Susan Glasser
Realtor® Associate

239-281-3105
SusanLGlasser@gmail.com

John R. Wood Properties
15065 McGregor Blvd Ft. Myers 33908

Marcia Can Help 
MARCIA CAN HELP, a fund of the Jewish Federation  
and Jewish Family Services, provides for emergency 
nutritional needs through our Food Pantry, gift card 
distribution, and crisis grants to prevent utility       
cut-offs, evictions, loss of transportation 
and other essential services without                    
which none of us can live.  Inspired by the recognition that  

these needs must be addressed in our  
community, and as a tribute to Marcia Cohen, 

a long-time resident of Sanibel and social activist, her  
husband Jack established the MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd  iinn  22001177. 

Marcia Can Help 

HHeellpp  uuss  mmeeeett  tthheessee  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  bbyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMAARRCCIIAA  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  ffuunndd..                                    
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The AJC West Coast Florida  
office, located in Sarasota, 

can be reached at 
941.365.4955.

WHY ANAGO IS THE SUPERIOR CHOICE FOR COMMERCIAL CLEANING!®

• Ranked #1 in Janitorial • Available 24/7 • Competitive Pricing • Two-Hour Response Guarantee
• Consistent & Dependable • Green Cleaning Experts • Total Satisfaction Guarantee • Fully Insured and Bonded

With more than 30 years in the commercial cleaning franchising industry,  
Anago has helped pioneer this sector by developing standards and practices 

that others replicate. 

Our franchisees provide Scheduled Cleaning, Carpet Cleaning, Ceramic, Tile and Grout Cleaning, Day  
Porters, Emergency Cleanup, Exposed Surfaces Disinfection, Hard Surface Floor Care, Restrooms, Special 
Event Cleanup, Spring Cleaning, Window Washing and much more.

YOUR CLEANING NINJAS
Our efficient and stealthy  

cleaning franchisees get the job  
done without any disruption  
to the flow of your business.

A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE
Our franchise owners use 

systematic methods to create a visible 
difference in the cleanliness  

of your workspace.

BEST SERVICE AND PRICE
One of our primary goals is to  

provide clients with the absolute  
best service in the industry,  

at a competitive price.

CONSISTENT RESULTS
By paying attention to the details, 

high touch spots and areas of concern, 
clients get an exceptional and  

consistent clean every time.

BIG OR SMALL…

WE CLEAN THEM ALL®

239-206-2520
anagoswfl.com

WITH ANAGO YOU GET:
• A partner with a 98% retention rate

• Calendaring system ensures all tasks are completed as scheduled
• Inspection/survey process ensures compliance to your specs

• Microfiber tools to remove more dirt
• EPA registered disinfectants for virus and bacteria removal

• Dedicated client services rep to assist with your needs

SERVING  COLLIER,  LEE,  CHARLOTTE,
SARASOTA  &  MANATEE  COUNTIES

BRIEFS

ISRAEL’S ECONOMY GREW 
EIGHT PERCENT IN 2021
Israel’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
grew by 8.1% in 2021, after shrinking 
by 2.2% in 2020 due to the Covid pan-
demic, the Central Bureau of Statistics 
reported Wednesday, February 16.

In 2021, GDP per capita grew by 
6.3% after shrinking by 3.9% in 2020. 
GDP per capita rose by an average of 
5% in OECD (Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation) countries in  
2021.

Israel’s GDP grew 16.6% in the 
fourth quarter of 2021, after growing 
at only 2.4% in the third quarter. (Guy 
Ben Simon, Globes)

ISRAEL’S REWARDING 
ROAD TO NORMALIZATION
Israel’s normalization with three Arab 
countries through the Abraham Ac-
cords has provided Israel with an en-
hanced regional standing. “Apart from 
Syria and Lebanon, there is no other 
Arab country we’re not engaging with, 
and which is not engaging with us,” 
said Eliav Benjamin, Israel Foreign 
Ministry’s Middle East Department 
Director.

Normalization has created a new 
world of opportunities for Israel to fi-
nally taste being part of the region in 

people-to-people terms. A Holocaust 
memorial exhibition has opened in 
Dubai, academic exchanges are under-
way with Morocco, and Israel’s She-
ba Medical Center is providing health 
care in Bahrain. The siege of Arab en-
mity appears to be retreating. Israeli 
companies are even cooperating with 
Saudi counterparts “in different ways, 
shapes and forms,” Benjamin said.

“Countries that were shying away 
are interested to hear what we have to 
say. In a tough neighborhood, we’ve 
met the challenges. Israel punches way 
over its weight, but rightly so,” Benja-
min said. 

Moroccan social scientist Mo-
hamed Chtatou, who teaches at the In-
ternational University of Rabat, said, 
“People are happy [the relationship] is 
coming out of the closet. Relations are 
going to grow.” (Ben Lynfield, Foreign 
Policy)

U.S., ISRAELI MEDICAL 
TEAMS WORK TOGETHER 
TO HELP UKRAINIAN 
REFUGEES IN MOLDOVA
I am a Miami-based physician with a 
specialty in internal medicine, current-
ly in Chisinau, Moldova, with United 
Hatzalah of Israel.

Upon the arrival of United Hat-

zalah’s advance team from Israel, we 
joined forces and suddenly, we were 15 
people instead of three, which included 
logistics, operation and advanced life 
support team members.

We established two displaced-per-
sons centers and began initial interven-
tion and treatment at each.

Together with telemedicine tech-
nologies brought from Israel, we ob-
tained greater insight into patients’ 
conditions, more accurately guiding 

assessment-based treatment.
United Hatzalah chartered a plane 

from Israel with an additional 40 med-
ical personnel, all volunteers who left 
their families to help the refugees here.

We dispatched teams to go to dis-
placed-persons encampments, includ-
ing hotels, schools, shelters and border 
crossings.

Our aim is to provide medical 
treatment, as well as emotional and 

continued on next page 
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bob@gosouthnow.com

BOB 
VINIKOOR

Fort Myers REALTOR

239-258-1102

LET  ME  HELP  YOU
BUY  OR  SELL
YOUR  HOME!

Joseph Horowitz 
Israel Travel Grant 

available through the  
Community Foundation 

of the Jewish Federation  
of Lee and Charlotte Counties..    

 

is proud to offer the SStteevvaann  &&  MMaarriillyynn  SSiimmoonn  FFaammiillyy  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp.  

 
 
 

This scholarship is open to those at least high school age who 
demonstrate leadership qualities and will be participating in a      
2-week or longer program in Israel.  

 

A short essay is required.  
 
 
 

For more information, and to access the application, visit the    
TOP Jewish Foundation website at topjewishfoundation.org  

For more information   
visit jewishfederationlcc.org 

continued from previous page
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psychological intervention and human-
itarian aid, to any and all those in need 
regardless of race or religion. (Dr. Zev 
Neuwirth, Miami Herald)

ISRAEL RANKS ABOVE 
SPAIN, ITALY AND U.S. 
FOR DEMOCRACY IN  
NEW GLOBAL INDEX
The latest annual Democracy Index 
from the Economist Intelligence Unit 
puts Israel in 23rd place in the world 
out of 167 – above Italy, Spain and the 
U.S., and just behind France and Brit-
ain.

Former U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near Eastern Affairs David 
Schenker said the report amounts to a 
“stunning rebuttal” of Amnesty Inter-
national’s recent claim that Israel is an 
“apartheid state” and has been since its 
founding in 1948. (David Rose, Jewish 
Chronicle - UK)

ISRAEL’S NEW STRATEGY 
IN A POST-AMERICAN 
MIDDLE EAST
Waning U.S. engagement in the Mid-
dle East has emboldened Iran, which is 
posing a growing threat to Israel and 
other nations throughout the region. 
Governments in the region have begun 
to doubt the resolve of the U.S. as a 
security guarantor. Even as it contin-
ues to benefit from U.S. assistance and 
backing, Israel has sought new region-
al partnerships to buttress its security.

Iran continues to provide drones, 
rockets, missiles, military training and 
support to a growing number of proxy 
militias in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Yemen 
and the Palestinian theaters. Tehran has 
also stepped up its proxy attacks on 
Saudi and Emirati targets, U.S. forces 
in the region and, occasionally, mari-
time targets, such as Emirati vessels 
and merchant ships belonging to Israe-
lis.

In addition to the potentially exis-
tential threat posed by an Iranian nucle-
ar bomb, Tehran’s support for Hizbul-
lah has created a lethal military threat 
on Israel’s borders, with the Shiite mi-

litia now equipped with a formidable 
arsenal of precision-guided missiles, 
attack drones and air defense systems.

In short, the perceived retreat of 
the U.S. from the Middle East has 
unleashed a chain reaction of nuclear 
proliferation and increased military 
aggression by Iran and its proxies. The 
failure to stop Iran’s nuclear program 
could accelerate a regional nuclear 
arms race.

Israel’s security alliance with the 
U.S. was further advanced last year 
with the inclusion of Israel in U.S. 
Central Command’s area of responsi-
bility. Israel can increasingly share the 
burden of some U.S. security missions 
with its intelligence, air and cyber de-
fenses. For years, Israel has shared in-
telligence and cyber-capabilities with 
the Gulf states. Over the past decade, 
Israel has also supported Jordan’s bor-
der security and Egypt’s counterter-
rorism efforts in Sinai, while its Iron 
Dome missile defense system has in-
tercepted incoming rockets targeting 
both Eilat in Israel and neighboring 
Aqaba in Jordan.

Israel prepares its own military op-
tions against Iran to serve as a back-
stop should all other efforts to contain 
Iran’s nuclear program fail. Concur-
rently, Israel will likely continue its co-
vert campaign against Tehran’s nuclear 
and ballistic missile programs in order 
to disrupt and impede its progress to-
ward making a bomb. (Maj.-Gen. (res.) 
Amos Yadlin and Brig.-Gen. (ret.)  
Assaf Orion, Foreign Affairs)

CHICKPEA SEEDS GO UP 
IN SPACE SO WE CAN EAT 
HUMMUS ON MARS
Should humanity ever relocate to Mars, 
it will likely miss a few earthly com-
forts. High among them will of course 
be hummus, the universally loved and 
super-nutritious chickpea spread.

To avoid such a tragic fate, Israeli 
chickpeas are now being sent to the 
International Space Station (ISS) for a 
series of experiments exploring extra-
terrestrial growing techniques.

The chickpea seeds, an Israeli va-
riety called “Zehavit,” are traveling to 
outer space from within the comfort of 
a miniature greenhouse developed by 

continued on next page 
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EXPERIENCE OUR HIGHLY CURATED SELECTION OF
THE FINEST CHEESE, CHARCUTERIE, WINE,

CRAFT BEER AND GOURMET FOODS

Enjoy wine on premises  
at regular retail with no  

additional markup
Family owned and operated

Reserve our store for
private parties

WE HAVE KOSHER WINES
DINE IN • TAKE OUT

13251 McGREGOR BLVD, #108
FORT MYERS

next to The Melting Pot

239-313-6001
www.goldenrind.com

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS
WEDDINGS

BIRTHDAYS  • BRIS
ANNIVERSARIES

continued from previous page
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hummus maker Strauss Aviv Labs. It 
flew aboard the cargo spacecraft Cyg-
nus as part of a commercial resupply 
services mission to the ISS on Febru-
ary 19.

There, they are set to become part 
of the aptly named “Space Hummus” 
project that will test hydroponic tech-
niques for plant growth in zero gravity 
with the goal of maximizing productiv-
ity and allowing efficient management 
of resources on future space colonies 
on the Moon and Mars.

Scientists will conduct experi-
ments to determine how well plant 
growth can be controlled, remotely 
observing and controlling root growth 
through video and still images. The ex-
periments will be carried out in part by 
Eytan Stibbe, the second Israeli to go 
into space.

“We can’t let the plants ‘grow wild’ 
in future colonies because they will 
quickly run out of resources,” explains 
SpaceIL cofounder and experiment vi-
sionary Yonatan Winetraub. “Our hope 
is to use our technology to control the 

rate of chickpea growth in space with 
zero gravity and limited resources.”

Nobody knows if chickpeas can 
grow in space. This has never been 
tried, Winetraub adds.

“The challenge is not just how to 
grow as many chickpeas as possible, 
but how to control the way they are 
grown – so that we maximize our lim-
ited resources. The more we learn to 
grow food with fewer resources, the 
more prepared we will be for the chal-
lenges that await us on Earth, as well.” 
(Naama Barak, israel21c.org)

HOW ISRAEL’S COVID 
DIPLOMACY IS HELPING 
THE WORLD
Israel is on the front lines of respond-
ing to the coronavirus pandemic across 
the globe. Israel’s unique ability to 
deal with emergency situations, impro-
vise and respond quickly and flexibly 
have all factored into its success. There 
is a core Jewish value that teaches us 
that we must help those in need during 
difficult times. It is therefore natural 
that Israel has gone to great lengths to 
support its friends in the international 
community.

For daily news stories related to Israel & the 
Jewish world, visit the Federation’s website 

at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

continued on next page 
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Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
has been at the forefront of efforts to 
donate masks, respirators and other es-
sential medical equipment to countless 
countries. When India was ravaged by 
a severe wave of coronavirus in April 
2021, Israel sent entire planeloads filled 
with respirators and medical aid. When 
Romania was grappling with a crisis 
in November, we sent a team of five 
top medical experts to share Israel’s 
experience in its hospitals. In Ghana, 
the Israeli embassy distributed masks 
to local medical teams. Israel has also 
committed to donate over a million 
vaccine doses to African nations.

Hundreds of kilograms of PPE 
gear, syringes, medications and more 
has been sent to medical staff in 52 
countries, including Kenya, Peru and 
Bulgaria. The ministry’s agency for 
international cooperation (Mashav) 
has also brought medical staff and ad-
ministrators from Tanzania, Rwanda, 
Guatemala and many others to Isra-
el for world-class learning. IsraAID, 
a leading NGO, just finished a six-
month project in Eswatini, where an 

Israeli team set up an operations center 
for distributing vaccines and training 
medical staff. (Amb. Daniel Meron, 
Covid-19 Project Manager at the Isra-
el Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jewish 
Chronicle - UK)

IDF SEES MAJOR 
INCREASE IN FEMALE 
SOLDIERS 
The number of female soldiers in the 
IDF rose by 170% in the past seven 
years.

The number of female soldiers 
serving in clerical positions has fallen 
by 50% in the past two years. Forty-six 
women held the rank of colonel in 
2021, compared to 39 in 2020.

In the last draft year, women made 
up 40% of all recruits who entered 
technological units. (Jerusalem Post)

EGYPT’S EL-SISI HAS 
TAKEN A STRATEGIC 
DECISION TO DEEPEN  
TIES WITH ISRAEL

 ¡ Egypt is adopting a new approach 
to Israel and is striving to deepen 
economic and commercial ties. 
This new approach can be at-
tributed to the major success of 
the Abraham Accords, which have 

helped promote economic deals 
signed between companies from 
Israel and Egypt.

 ¡ In his recent gesture to greet Is-
rael’s Energy Minister in Cairo, 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi was showing his people and 
the Arab world that Egypt is pre-
pared to open up to Israel, econom-
ically, for tourism and in a range of 
other ways.

 ¡ A new deal conveys gas from Is-
rael’s offshore Leviathan field 
through Israel to the Jordanian bor-
der and then southwards through 
Jordan and beneath the Red Sea 
to Egypt. There is an existing 
pipeline between Israel’s Medi-
terranean coast and the Jordanian 
border near Beit Shean following 
a 2016 deal to supply natural gas 
to Jordan.

 ¡ The pipelines carrying Israeli gas 
to Egypt via Sinai are operating at 
full capacity, with a bottleneck be-

tween Ashkelon and Ashdod pre-
venting the purchase of all the gas 
that Egypt needed. It is hoped that 
Israeli government company Israel 
Natural Gas Lines will complete 
laying a new gas pipeline to relieve 
the congestion by the end of 2023.

 ¡ According to the agreement signed 
in February in Cairo, the amount 
of gas that will be conveyed to 
Egypt via the Jordanian pipeline 
will reach 2 billion cubic meters 
(BCM) annually, while 3.5 BCM 
will eventually be conveyed from 
Ashkelon to El Arish in Egypt. In 
other words, Israel will be selling 
Egypt 5.5 BCM annually.

 ¡ Thus, the walls are continuing to 
fall between Israel and its neigh-
bors. Israeli, UAE and Jordanian 
trucks travel between Israel and 
the UAE via Saudi Arabia filled 
with Israeli goods. Israeli water 
irrigates fields in Jordan. (Danny 
Zaken, Globes)

Read the current and recent  
issues of L’CHAYIM online at  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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The ugly face of antisemitism in the U.S. today
By Patricia Levinson, Hadassah International Communications Chair, February 9, 2022

Are we too sensitive about an-
tisemitism? After all, in the 
United States in 2022 there 

are no longer quotas for Jews at uni-
versities. Jews know that their bid on a 
home will not be turned down simply 
because they are Jewish. Jews do not 
have to avoid professions where they 
know they will never be permitted to 
advance and achieve their full potential. 
Jews are no longer routinely excluded 
from country clubs, golf courses and 
other venues where important business 
is done. We have reached the highest 
ranks of government, academia, law, 
medicine, commerce and industry.

Yet, in our politically polarized 
country, saying the unthinkable has 
somehow become acceptable. It is 
now not uncommon to hear antisemitic 
tropes used casually by politicians and 

in the media. White supremacists spew 
“Jew Hate” rhetoric at marches. Even 
Holocaust denial is freely expressed. 
But we tend to tell ourselves that these 
are just words. It does not seem to af-
fect us directly. After all, we are fully 
accepted in society. We are no longer 
regarded as a minority that is discrimi-
nated against.

But is that true?
We must face the fact that recently 

our synagogues have been under attack 
and Jews have been killed or held hos-
tage simply because they are Jewish. In 
some cities, Jews have been attacked 
on the streets because they were wear-
ing clothing that obviously identified 
them as Jews. Major U.S. media out-
lets continue to hold Israel to impos-
sible standards they apply to no other 
country, and in December, the United 

Nations passed another three resolu-
tions against Israel.

For me, this antisemitism is getting 
frighteningly close. Not only was the 
Holocaust museum in my hometown 
of St. Petersburg, Florida, recently de-
faced by antisemitic graffiti, but this 
week in a blatant display of antisemi-
tism, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis 
refused to condemn a Nazi rally in Or-
lando, a 95-minute drive from where I 
live.

And then there are the new an-
tisemitic tropes promulgated by those 
who, knowing that they cannot elim-
inate and defeat Israel militarily, are 
trying to achieve their goal by isolating 
and delegitimizing Israel, the historic 
Jewish homeland. Their campaign por-
trays Israel as a pariah nation. The lan-
guage used casts aspersion not only on 
Israel, but on those who support Israel. 
It is not only blatantly anti-Zionist, it is 
blatantly antisemitic.

The Palestinian Boycott, Divest 
and Sanction (BDS) movement and 
other organizations that propagate 
anti-Zionist antisemitism on univer-
sity campuses have become far more 
strident. Identification with Israel has 
become a litmus test that has result-
ed in exclusion of, and discrimination 
against, Jewish students and pro-Is-
rael advocates on America’s college 
campuses. While attending institutions 
of higher learning, our children and 
grandchildren are increasingly afraid 
to express their support of Israel.

There is a remarkable amount of 
ignorance about antisemitism in the 
U.S. A recent NBC News story showed 
“a shocking lack of Holocaust knowl-
edge among millennials” with 63% of 
millennials and Gen Z unaware that six 
million Jews were murdered during the 
Holocaust, and over half of the survey 
respondents thought that the toll was 
under two million.

Hadassah, The Women’s Zion-
ist Organization of America, Inc. 
(HWZOA), knowing that the issue is 
so important, devoted the entire Janu-
ary-February 2022 edition of Hadas-
sah Magazine to exploring the differ-
ent facets of antisemitism in the U.S.

Confronting antisemitism requires 
a clear understanding of what consti-
tutes antisemitism in 2022. HWZOA 
is actively lobbying to ensure that gov-
ernment, academia and social media in 
the U.S. adopt the International Holo-
caust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) 
definition of antisemitism, which has 
already been adopted by many coun-
tries around the world.

IHRA cites several examples of an-
tisemitism, one of which is: “Denying 
the Jewish people their right to self-de-
termination, for example, by claiming 
that the existence of a State of Israel is 
a racist endeavor.”

The canard “Zionism equals Rac-
ism” came out of the antisemitic hate 
fest that was the First United Nations 
Worldwide Conference on Racism in 

continued on next page
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Durban in 2001. The argument pre-
sented at the time was that Israel is 
an “Apartheid State,” and therefore a 
racist endeavor. This was an important 
linchpin of the Palestinian campaign 
to delegitimize Israel, as passage of 
anti-Israel resolutions by the UN (and 
there are many each year) provide an 
aura of legitimacy to the tropes em-
ployed to vilify Israel. The Amnesty 
International report issued this week is 
a perfect example of this ongoing an-
tisemitic campaign against Israel.

So, what is trotted out as proof 
that Israel is an apartheid state? Today, 
Palestinians point to the “Separation 
Wall,” which they call the “Apartheid 

Wall,” constructed during the Sec-
ond Palestinian Intifada (uprising) as 
“proof positive” that Israel is an apart-
heid state and therefore racist.

What is this “Separation Wall,” and 
why was it built in the first place? Most 
people living in the U.S. today have no 
idea that it was built during the Second 
Intifada (2000-2005) to prevent the 
spate of terrorist attacks organized by 
the Palestinian leadership to kill and 
injure hundreds of innocent Jews and 
Arabs living in Israel. It seemed that 
almost every other day there was an-
other suicide bombing carried out by 
a child or young man who had been 
encouraged to video his last will and 
testament, strap on a vest laden with a 
bomb and detonator, and with the cry 
“Allahu Akbar” step onto a bus, into a 
restaurant or into a crowd on the street, 
and kill himself along with as many 
of the people around him as possible. 
Residents of Jerusalem, Jewish and 
Arab alike, dreaded getting on a bus to 
go to work every morning.

The Hadassah Medical Organiza-
tion in Jerusalem, with its world class 
trauma unit, bore the brunt of caring 
for the victims of these attacks. During 
a visit to Hadassah Hospital at Ein Ker-
em in 2001, I personally witnessed the 
aftermath of a suicide bombing of in-
nocent civilians on a Jerusalem bus. I 
watched from a hospital window as the 
seemingly endless stream of ambulanc-
es arrived in the courtyard below. One 
after the other they disgorged casual-
ties. The skilled medical staff rushed 
out of the Trauma Unit to unload each 
patient. A doctor did a quick triage, and 
the victim was assigned to the correct 
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Durban in 2001. The argument pre-
sented at the time was that Israel is 
an “Apartheid State,” and therefore a 
racist endeavor. This was an important 
linchpin of the Palestinian campaign 
to delegitimize Israel, as passage of 
anti-Israel resolutions by the UN (and 
there are many each year) provide an 
aura of legitimacy to the tropes em-
ployed to vilify Israel. The Amnesty 
International report issued this week is 
a perfect example of this ongoing an-
tisemitic campaign against Israel.

So, what is trotted out as proof 
that Israel is an apartheid state? Today, 
Palestinians point to the “Separation 
Wall,” which they call the “Apartheid 

Wall,” constructed during the Sec-
ond Palestinian Intifada (uprising) as 
“proof positive” that Israel is an apart-
heid state and therefore racist.

What is this “Separation Wall,” and 
why was it built in the first place? Most 
people living in the U.S. today have no 
idea that it was built during the Second 
Intifada (2000-2005) to prevent the 
spate of terrorist attacks organized by 
the Palestinian leadership to kill and 
injure hundreds of innocent Jews and 
Arabs living in Israel. It seemed that 
almost every other day there was an-
other suicide bombing carried out by 
a child or young man who had been 
encouraged to video his last will and 
testament, strap on a vest laden with a 
bomb and detonator, and with the cry 
“Allahu Akbar” step onto a bus, into a 
restaurant or into a crowd on the street, 
and kill himself along with as many 
of the people around him as possible. 
Residents of Jerusalem, Jewish and 
Arab alike, dreaded getting on a bus to 
go to work every morning.

The Hadassah Medical Organiza-
tion in Jerusalem, with its world class 
trauma unit, bore the brunt of caring 
for the victims of these attacks. During 
a visit to Hadassah Hospital at Ein Ker-
em in 2001, I personally witnessed the 
aftermath of a suicide bombing of in-
nocent civilians on a Jerusalem bus. I 
watched from a hospital window as the 
seemingly endless stream of ambulanc-
es arrived in the courtyard below. One 
after the other they disgorged casual-
ties. The skilled medical staff rushed 
out of the Trauma Unit to unload each 
patient. A doctor did a quick triage, and 
the victim was assigned to the correct 

place for immediate treatment. The 
hospital social workers quickly iden-
tified victims, helped families to find 
their loved ones and counseled people 
whose loved ones had been killed.

That scene will never leave me. I 
will never know how many lives were 
saved by the dedicated staff of the Ha-
dassah Medical Organization and how 
many died that day.

By mid-August 2002, Israel knew 
that the status quo was not tolerable. 
The government had the responsibil-
ity to protect all Israelis, both Arab 
and Jewish, from the terrorism of 
suicide bombers. With ongoing talks 
to achieve a peaceful solution to the 

Israeli /Palestinian conflict going no-
where, the government decided that 
the most effective way to prevent the 
terror that had already claimed many 
hundreds of innocent victims, was to 
build a “separation wall,” designed to 
follow the old armistice “Green Line” 
wherever possible. In 2003, the build-
ing of the wall started. With each ki-
lometer of construction, the number of 
terrorist attacks decreased. By the time 
the wall was completed in 2005, sui-
cide bombings in the area had ceased. 
The separation wall was not a racist en-
deavor. It was simply an effective way 
to end the bloody toll of terrorism and 
the suffering of its victims.

Antisemitism in the form of anti- 
Zionism is unfortunately still alive and 
well today. However, we can stand tall 
as Jews and Zionists and counter the 
ongoing slander and demagoguery.

Each of us has the power to heal 
our world, to raise our voices and to 
make a difference.

I hope you too will join Hadassah 
in standing up for what is right – the 
safety of the Jewish people, fighting 
hatred towards Jews and standing in 
solidarity with Israel. We all need to 
call out anti-Israel and antisemitic 
agendas, rhetoric and ideology wher-
ever and whenever we encounter it.
Patricia Levinson, Hadassah Interna-
tional Communications Chair, serves 
on the Honorary Council of Hadassah, 
The Women’s Zionist Organization of 
America Inc., and the Hadassah Inter-
national Board of Directors. She was 
born in South Africa, moving to Israel 
in 1966 and the U.S. in 1970. She lives 
in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Hadassah’s 2020 Never Again March

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported  
by generous readers, committed advertisers and  

the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.
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The true message of Passover
To understand the Passover nar-

rative, we must view it as a war 
– a boxing match if you will – 

between gods. In one corner, we have 
the Egyptian god, Pharaoh. Pharaoh 
is like any pagan god. One worships 
him by glorifying him with monu-
ments, pyramids, sphinxes and garri-

son cities. If he needs 
slaves to build these 
structures, so be it. 
If it is necessary to 
beat those slaves to 
keep them working, 
or even kill one or 
two occasionally to 
send a message, that 
is fine too. And if 
over-population be-

comes an issue (see the First Chapter 
of Exodus), simply throw their baby 
boys into the Nile.

In the other corner, though, we 
have the one true God of the Hebrew 
Bible, who created us in God’s image! 
God’s highest goal is that we create a 
just, caring and compassionate society. 
God wants us to treat one another with 
respect and dignity! God wants us not 
to steal, cheat or lie. God has particular 
concern for the powerlessness of soci-

ety: the widow, the orphan, the outsid-
er, the abused and the impoverished.

The contrasting value systems rep-
resented by Pharaoh and God cannot 
coexist peacefully.

Imagine the scene from many a 
Western movie in which the sheriff 
says to the bad guy, “This town ain’t 
big enough for both of us,” and a show-
down ensues. Well, Exodus is a show-
down between God and Pharaoh. Be-
cause it is our story, our God wins by 
redeeming us from slavery and bring-
ing us to Mount Sinai, where God re-
news and expands the Covenant God 
first made with Abraham and Sarah 
with an entire people.

Because God intervenes so dra-
matically to save us, we owe God a 
debt we can never fully repay. Imag-
ine for a moment that you are watching 
your small toddler. Something distracts 
you, and in a split second, your child 
has wandered into the middle of the 
street. You look up, see a large truck 
bearing down on him and realize with 
terror that there is no way you can save 
him! In the nick of time a woman dash-
es into the street, grabs the child and 
pulls him to safety. There is no way, of 
course, that you can adequately repay 

n Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

that woman saving your child.
In the same way, God saved us. 

Our lives were hopeless. We lived in 
drudgery and under oppression. Our 
lives were marked by hard labor, day 
after dreary day. We never knew when 
we might be beaten or killed. Life had 
neither meaning nor purpose. But sud-
denly, God delivered us. Because of 
that, we freely choose how we will 
earn a living, how we will spend our 
leisure, and how or if we will worship. 
In short, we believe we owe God a debt 
that we can never repay.

Yet, we must try by performing 
acts of kindness, caring and compas-
sion that make a difference in the lives 
of others.

Our Passover Seders should not 
just celebrate our freedom. They 
should celebrate our commitment to 
repay God for our liberation by doing 
what we can – in whatever ways we 
can – to liberate the poor, persecuted 
and those disadvantaged in our midst. 

If they are to have meaning, our 
Passover Seders cannot just be about 
an ancient story and a sumptuous meal. 
They only have meaning if they call 
us to a commitment to use our talents, 
abilities and our precious freedom to 
make a more just, caring and compas-
sionate society for everyone on earth.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on San-
ibel Island.

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters & comments to  LChayim36@gmail.com

Letters Policy
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. Letters 
should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/
or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its 
advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received. 
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FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

Thoughts on Ukraine
Like you and all decent people, 

I share the revulsion caused by 
the events in Ukraine. And like 

you, I hope the death, destruction and 
dislocation ends soon. But you know 
me. I tend to hope for things that are 

unlikely.
But this war has 

also brought out a 
lurking darkness in 
my soul. Let me ex-
plain.

Like many of you, 
my mother’s parents 
come from what is 
once again a place 

of great brutality. Grandma Celia was 
born in the city of Tiraspol in Moldova, 
but when she was a child, her family 
fled to Odessa to escape the Ukrainian 
pogroms. Grandpa Harry was born in 
Pinsk, a town in Belarus, and, also as 
child, moved with his family to Kiev in 
search of greater security.

Right after World War I, the fam-
ilies emigrated to New York. The ex-
tended families that remained were 
murdered in the Holocaust. Those in 
Kiev were shot in Babi Yar, a park in a 
town where 38,000 Jews were machine 
gunned in two days.

So, when I say the war now is 
taking place in our old “stomping 
grounds”...

But here’s the source of the dark-
ness. Like many of you early Boomers, 
I was raised, not in the shadow of the 
Holocaust, but in its fresh festering 
wound. I can’t seem to put in the past 
the active, enthusiastic role played by 
the Ukrainians who even formed their 
own S.S. units. And I won’t forget 
that the only Ukrainian Jews who es-
caped the German onslaught were the 
ones the Russians saved by evacuating  

them to the east.
And I know that when Putin is us-

ing “denazification” as one of the rea-
sons for the invasion of Ukraine, he is 
overstating the active presence of the 
neo-Nazis in the area who were instru-
mental in the 2014 revolt in Kiev, and 
who play a formal and significant part 
in the Ukrainian military. Overstating, 
but not entirely mistaken.

Even so, nothing can justify the suf-
fering of so many innocent Ukrainian 
bystanders who are made to pay the 
price, or, for that matter, the hundreds 
of young Russians going home in body 
bags. War does that. 

Those who know me well know 
that my initial reflex is generally com-
passion, that I keep a tight rein on my 
anger, and strive to maintain my equa-
nimity. They would also know of my 
absolute reverence for life in all its 
manifestations.

But this tragedy in Ukraine sum-
moned up that lurking darkness I men-
tioned above. It tore me out of my 
“here and now” like Vonnegut’s Bil-
ly Pilgrim “unstuck in time.” I found 
myself wanting those Russian tanks to 
crush the Ukrainian Nazi scum.

What is happening in Ukraine re-
vealed to me that like so many oth-
ers of my generation, under certain 
circumstances, the posthumously in-
flicted wounds of the Holocaust show 
themselves and, for a time, cripple that 
best version of myself that I try to be.

God warned Cain that unless 
he tried to be better, “sin is a demon 
crouching at the doorstop always 
yearning to possess you, so you must 
control it! (Genesis 4:7)
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.

n Rabbi 
    Bruce 
    Diamond

Strangers no more
The one verse in the Bible more 

than any other that expressed 
the mood of Passover is ke gay-

rim heyitem beeretz mitzragyim, “For 
you were strangers 
in the land of Egypt.” 

The reason for 
the importance of re-
membering this his-
torical circumstance 
is that we are taught 
that the most terrible 
human condition is 
to be a stranger. Even 
the word “estranged” 

has a jarring effect upon us. To be a 
stranger is to be alone, cut off, even 
near death. On the other hand, the con-
dition of greatest human satisfaction is 
to belong, to be a part of something, to 
be accepted. When we are a member of 
the in-group, we know that nothing can 

harm us, nothing can touch us, for we 
are at one with many. 

It is no mere accident then that 
Passover is celebrated through the 
Seder in which we come together as 
families, as Jews and as members of 
the larger fellowship of humankind. 
Passover means that we are no longer 
strangers, that we are part of some-
thing important, great, indeed eternal. 
We are united by common experiences 
and common memories, all of which 
are joined together forever with the ce-
ment of history. 

The Seder is celebrated with other 
Jews in the home because Jews under-
stand that the family and the home give 
us our greatest sense of belonging. We 
know that whether in life or in death, 
we are forever a part of our people.
Rabbi Solomon Agin serves at Temple 
Shalom in Port Charlotte.

n Rabbi 
    Solomon 
    Agin

The Jewish Federation Seeks  

Volunteers  
with Foreign Language Skills.  

The Jewish Family Services division of the Jewish Federation has found that clients 
with limited English language skills encounter difficulty accessing social services 
otherwise available in our community.  We would like to help break this language 
barrier. 

If you speak languages besides English, we invite you to serve as an occasional 
interpreter, by phone or in person, for our clients, when they  communicate with 
various social service agencies. 

Send your response to Federation Board member Robert Thomas ritritrit@hotmail.com.   
We will contact you as needed. Thank you. 

DDoo  yyoouu  ssppeeaakk    

SSppaanniisshh,,  RRuussssiiaann,,  FFrreenncchh,,  CCrreeoollee,,  HHaaiittiiaann,,  MMaannddaarriinn,,  eettcc..??      
PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  ggiifftt  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeeeddyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..    
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Grow your business with L’CHAYIM!
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Our Passover Seders should not 
just celebrate our freedom. They 
should celebrate our commitment to 
repay God for our liberation by doing 
what we can – in whatever ways we 
can – to liberate the poor, persecuted 
and those disadvantaged in our midst. 

If they are to have meaning, our 
Passover Seders cannot just be about 
an ancient story and a sumptuous meal. 
They only have meaning if they call 
us to a commitment to use our talents, 
abilities and our precious freedom to 
make a more just, caring and compas-
sionate society for everyone on earth.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on San-
ibel Island.

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters & comments to  LChayim36@gmail.com

Letters Policy
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. Letters 
should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/
or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its 
advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received. 

Stay connected all month long at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org
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n Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

Love your neighbor  
as yourself
We all know Passover as the 

holiday celebrating our 
freedom. It leads us to ap-

preciate being free to choose how we 
worship, how we work, how we live. 
But celebrating Passover also leads us 
to something else, something just as 
important. Passover leads us to love. 

We look at Leviticus 19:18, the fa-
mous commandment, v’ahavta l’raya-

cha camocha, “love 
your neighbor as 
yourself.” Scholars, 
commentators and 
rabbis have all asked 
throughout the cen-
turies a fairly obvi-
ous question. How 
can you command 
someone to love? 
How can a feeling, 

especially such an intimate, personal 
one as love, be commanded on cue? 
The answer is found in a similar but 
lesser-known commandment, one that 
speaks to the particular Jewish expe-
rience out of which we love: v’ahavta 
lo camocha ki gerim hayiitem b’eretz 
mitzrayim, you shall love the stranger, 
or you will love the stranger, as your-
self for you were strangers in the land 
of Egypt. Our obligation and our abili-
ty to love, comes out of our experience 
of the Exodus. 

We are still left with a question. 
How do we love others? This question 
hits us every time we face someone 
who has hurt us, who denies our hu-
manity, who refuses to love us. So, in 
this case, we begin with loving God. 

Maybe we say, “God, I’m furious or 
I’m hurt, I can barely even look at this 
person, but out of love for You, I will 
act in a way that will lead me toward 
love for another.” 

Sifre, a 3rd-century commentary, 
clarifies how we love God, through 
acting out God’s commandments. The 
story of Passover only ends when we 
receive the Torah on Mount Sinai, 
when God gives us, out of divine love, 
the guidebook for our lives. 

Jews turn to our biblical and rab-
binic sources for guidance on how to 
live a caring, ethical life of kindness, 
justice and love. The beauty of this, 
as Rabbi Gunther Plaut, a 20th-century 
scholar, explains, is that expressing 
love through action can be done any-
where, wherever the opportunity ex-
ists, and is, therefore, not the conse-
quence of spiritual contemplation or 
emotional motivation alone. 

So we return to Passover and our 
commandment, v’ahavta lo camocha 
ki gerim hayiitem b’eretz mitzrayim, 
you shall love the stranger as yourself 
for you were strangers in the land of 
Egypt. In celebrating Passover, we 
experience once again what it is to be 
the stranger and we gain both the ob-
ligation and ability to love others. In 
celebrating Passover, we give thanks 
for the Torah, from which we learn 
how to care for others. In celebrat-
ing Passover, these caring acts lead to 
love, and in loving others, we come to  
love God. 
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.

Do gestures count?

n Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

Mitzvot tz’rikhot kavanah: 
mitzvot require intention. 
The rabbis of the Talmud de-

bate whether a mitzvah counts if it is 
done without intention; in other words, 

if it is done by rote, 
without thinking. In 
fact, this is common. 

Are we thinking 
about thanking God 
for making wheat 
grow when we say, 
hamotzi lechem min 
ha-aretz? Are we 
thinking about the 
preciousness of life 

when we say, Shehecheyanu, v’qiy’ma-
nu, v’higi-anu lazman hazeh? My 
guess is that we are lovingly saying the 
words of tradition but not focusing on 
their actual meaning. And my guess is 
that the rabbis knew it was hard to “be 
present” every time we say a b’rakhah 
or do a ritual. So, the mitzvah “counts” 
even if we are not totally focused 
on the meaning of the words we’re  
saying.

But it’s not the best way for the 
mitzvah to count. We can say, “Let all 
who are hungry enter and eat; let all 
who are in need come and celebrate 
Pesach” with no guests at our tables. 
But we will miss an essential part of the 
celebration, that our freedom should be 
celebrated by all Jews. We can spill 10 
(some say 13) drops of wine from our 
glass without feeling some regret that 
our oppressors had to suffer before we 
could be free. But that would make us 
callous. We can go through the motions 
of our celebration paying no attention 
to the words we are saying. But would 
we appreciate our freedom, and work 

for the freedom of others?
For the last few weeks at my syn-

agogue, we have draped a Ukrainian 
flag across the pulpit. At the State of 
the Union address, members of Con-
gress wore blue and yellow ribbons 
or scarves. These are great gestures of 
solidarity. Do they make a difference? 

In our time, people throw around 
a lot of slogans. They put them on the 
bumpers of their cars. But gestures can 
make us feel good – we took a stand – 
but make no difference in how we act. 
More importantly, they may make no 
difference for the people on the front 
lines of the conflict. They can be “go-
ing through the motions.”

At my synagogue, we draped a 
Ukrainian flag because we active-
ly support the rights of the Ukrainian 
people to freedom and self-determina-
tion. Right now, we support the relief 
efforts to feed and house the refugees. 
We publicize the Jewish charities, The 
Jewish Federations of North America 
and the American Jewish Joint Dis-
tribution Committee, and the gener-
al charities, USAID. We support this 
cause because, as Americans, we be-
lieve that all people should have the 
right to freedom and self-determina-
tion. We support this cause because, as 
Jews, we know that freedom can never 
be taken for granted. 

Rituals and gestures can be expres-
sions of how we identify ourselves. To 
make a difference in our lives and the 
lives of others, they must have kava-
nah. They must touch our souls and 
motivate us to act.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

Passover is personal
This Pesach, most of us will head 

to a Seder to celebrate Passover 
regardless of how religious we 

are. Why is Passover so important? 
Many of us would sum up the hol-

iday like this: “We 
were slaves, now 
we’re free, let’s eat.” 
There’s much more.

When I was a 
child, my father used 
to tell me that we 
were slaves in Egypt, 
meaning that every 
generation is obligat-
ed to see themselves 

as slaves who were brought out from 
Mitzrayim. Why?

A connection to the Exodus sto-
ry in our generation is an affirmation 
that miracles not only occurred in the 
past, but they can happen to us in the 
present. Modern-day Israel and its con-
tinued survival against all odds is defi-
nitely a miracle. 

The miracle of our return to Eretz 
Yisrael is just one recent illustration 
of the power of bringing our Seders to 
life. My father did such a convincing 
job of retelling the story of our Exo-
dus that I asked him, “Daddy, were we 
slaves in Egypt too?” 

Passover celebrates the eternal 
connection with G-d for every Jew, 
whether Reform, Conservative, Or-
thodox or even secular. It’s a reminder 
that with faith, G-d can work miracles 
in our lives too.

Today, each one of us needs to 
break free from our own personal 
Egypt, from our own self-imposed slav-
ery. Feeling as though we were slaves 
in Egypt can teach us to say “dayeinu, 
whatever I have is enough and I have 
gratitude for all my Blessings.” We’re 
taught in Pirkei Avot, “Who is wise? 
The one who is content with his lot.”

This Passover let’s try to remem-
ber that the holiday is much more than 
just a history lesson of celebrating 
freedom from Egyptian bondage. The 
Exodus teaches us to believe in mira-
cles. Pesach teaches us that true free-
dom is being happy with where we are 
at this very moment, appreciating what 
we have and not focusing on what we 
lack. Freedom is the faith, the certainty 
that no matter how difficult our circum-
stances, G-d is always working behind 
the scenes and ready with a new mira-
cle. All we have to do is believe!
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer serves at  
Shalom Life Center in Fort Myers.

n Rabbi 
    Lawrence
    Dermer

 
Visit www.JewishFederationLCC.org to register. 
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Visit www.JewishFederationLCC.org to register. 
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Love your neighbor  
as yourself

The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

High School Students:  
Earn CAS Credits!

PPJJ  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  RRAADDIIOO  LLIIVVEE!!  
 

Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids       
music — anytime, anywhere.    

Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online  
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs 

from hundreds of artists across the globe. 
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks       

for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime. 
 

• Listen to the music online 

• Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play       
or Tune In Radio  
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DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! 
 

SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in  

Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

 

More information,     
contact Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

Candle lighting times:Candle lighting times:
April     1:   7:27
April     8:   7:30
April  15:   7:34
April  22:   7:37
April  29:   7:41
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Chabad at FGCU update
By Rabbi Mendel Gordon

Alpha Epsilon Pi guys enjoying the Challah Bake: Max Johnson, Brandon Rozales,  
Stephen Kleinberg Josh Chistov (Challah Bake photos courtesy of Ted Epstein)

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Judea Religious School
Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
Spring is in the air! There is a restless-
ness as we approach the final weeks of 
our school year. I am stunned at how 
fast it sneaks up on me. With each 
month we hurdle forward – Tu B’shvat, 
then Purim, then Pesach. There is al-
ways a special program – and special 
foods for kids to eat. It seems that in 
every class there is something special. 

For Tu B’shvat we hosted a JNF 
program examining our roots to Isra-
el, our family roots and, of course, all-
things trees. Then for Purim, we joined 
our friends at Temple Beth El for a 
fantastic Purim Carnival and partici-
pated in the Megillah reading at Tem-
ple Judea. Now, for Pesach, we will 
look at our own personal exodus from  
Egypt. 

On Friday, April 8, we will host a 
Tot Shabbat program just in time for 
Pesachand enjoy matzah pizza togeth-
er. If you would like to participate in 
the program (whether you have tod-
dlers, young children or just act like a 
child), RSVP to me at 239.433.0201 so 
I can have enough food for all. 

For more information about Tem-
ple Judea Religious School or our pro-
gramming, call me or send an email to 
tjswfledu@gmail.com.

* * *
Temple Judea Preschool 
Joann Goldman, 
Temple Judea Preschool Director
It’s hard to believe that we only have a 
few weeks left before this school year 
ends. While working with your chil-
dren, I was reflecting on how much 
they have grown! It’s amazing how 
much bigger they are now and how 
much they have learned over the last 
eight months! It has really been a fun 

and productive year.
The month of April 

begins with matzah cov-
ers and Seder plates. We 

will take a journey back in time to the 
land of Egypt as we discuss the holiday 
of Passover. 

The children can hardly wait for 
their Rhyming Party, which will also 
take place this month. We have been 
preparing for this by playing rhyming 
games, making up silly and real rhym-
ing words, and other fun activities. 
Each child will bring in three things 
that rhyme in a wrapped box and we 
will have a blast opening one another’s 
presents!

April is also when Earth Day is 
celebrated, and Pre-k will celebrate it 
by conducting a very special science 
experiment. We will bury three differ-
ent things in the earth, and three weeks 
later see which one of those things is 
biodegradable. The children will all 
have a chance to make their hypothesis 
on which item will be biodegradable. 

Preschool registration is open to 
the community. We have limited space 
available. We accept children ages 18 
months to 5 years. Please call the pre-
school office for more information.
Summer camp
Summer camp at Temple Judea Pre-
school begins Monday, June 13. There 
is nothing like the energy of summer 
camp. The excitement and delight that 
summer camp offers is an experience 
that all preschoolers need. Children 
look forward to the change in routine 
from preschool to camp. Children will 
enjoy a wide variety of indoor and 
outdoor activities while learning new 
skills, working cooperatively with oth-
ers and engaging in creative outdoor 
play. Our caring staff ensures individ-
ual attention, maximum participation, 
and success for each camper. Best of 
all, each day at camp is filled with  
summer fun!

TEMPLE BETH EL SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Temple Beth El Religious School
Alyssa Raab
In late February, our Religious School 
families celebrated Shabbat Together, 
enjoying a pizza, challah and oranges 
outdoors in some of our prime South-
west Florida weather before attending 
an early Shabbat service. The Oneg af-
terwards featured home-baked cookies 
from one of our very talented parents! 

We had several hamantaschen bak-
ing opportunities throughout late Feb-
ruary and early March. On one Sun-
day we had parent (and grandparent!) 
volunteers. It was so nice to be in the 
kitchen, working collaboratively and 
smelling the sweet smells of baking. 

The following Sunday, 
the students each took 
their turn cutting out the 
circles of dough, choos-

ing their own fillings and folding the 
triangular hamantaschen shapes. The 
students then got to sample their own 
creations for that week’s snack! A big 
thank you to all the parent, grandpar-
ent and older sibling volunteers who 
helped make these fun (and delicious) 
events possible. Also, a huge thank you 
to our sponsor for the Shabbat Togeth-
er event, Michael Altman.

Students in grades 
5 and 6 had a timely 
discussion on current 
events in Ukraine and 
how it ties in with 
the Jewish history 
that they have been 
learning. They are 
continuing to work 
on their prayers, and 
each week their voices 
sound a little stronger. 

Students in grades 2-4 finished up their 
unit on Eretz Yisrael, learned the Ma 
Tovu prayer and Hine Ma Tov song, and 
learned about Purim along with prac-
ticing the letter pey. Students in Pre-K 
and first grade finished up their unit on 
Shalom Bayit and learned about Purim. 

They created their own 
groggers and puppets to 
use at home to help retell 
the Purim story. 

As the Covid num-
bers continue to decline, 
Temple Beth El has been 
given clearance to re-
sume normal activities 
indoors. While we have 
enjoyed our time out-
doors, we look forward 
to the new opportunities 
we will have open to us 
going forward. Thank 
you as always, teachers 
and parents, for your 
continued support. 

Our next Tot Shab-
bat will take place on 
Friday, April 1 at 6:00 
p.m.

As the semester flies by, things 
keeping flying up and growing 
for FGCU’s Jewish students.

February starting with an amaz-
ing evening with two IDF soldiers. We 
were spellbound to hear the stories of 
Dana and Amit. Dana shared how she 
felt the devotion of so many people 
who visited her, assisted her and en-
couraged her after she had been injured 
in a terrorist attack during her training. 
We were touched to hear how Amit 
gave up a future as a professional soc-
cer athlete to protect our brothers and 
sisters in the holy land. A big thank you 
to Belev Echad for arranging the talk. 

Over 40 students came together for 
an incredible Challah Bake. They had 
fun while gaining baking and braiding 
skills, and celebrating being Jewish. 
It was awesome to see so many stu-
dents coming out on a Monday night. 
A big thank you to all the students who 
helped make it happen. 

Our Sinai scholars had a Jewish 
field trip – an exciting kosher scaven-
ger hunt in Publix. The students were 
surprised to learn how many regular 
products have a kosher symbol. It made 
them feel that being kosher is very do-
able even in a small Jewish community 
without a kosher supermarket. 

Students also learned about purify-

ing dishes. The kayaking ramp on the 
Estero River has a deeper purpose than 
just helping people enjoy their day on 
the water. It’s the perfect spot to pu-
rify new dishes by 
dipping them into a 
natural body of wa-
ter.

We look for-
ward to celebrating 
both Seder nights 
together on Friday, 
April 15 and Sat-
urday, April 16. If 
you know of a local 
student looking for 
a place to celebrate 
Passover, they are 
welcome to join us. 

Enjoying Shabbat Together outdoors

Making hamantaschen in the kitchen

For more information or to con-
nect to Chabad at FGCU, contact me 
at 347.452.0489 or rabbi@chabadfgcu.
com.

Kat, Ashleigh and Emily show off their challahs

Lacy and Rachel on the kosher scavenger hunt
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Alpha Epsilon Pi guys enjoying the Challah Bake: Max Johnson, Brandon Rozales,  
Stephen Kleinberg Josh Chistov (Challah Bake photos courtesy of Ted Epstein)

and productive year.
The month of April 

begins with matzah cov-
ers and Seder plates. We 

will take a journey back in time to the 
land of Egypt as we discuss the holiday 
of Passover. 

The children can hardly wait for 
their Rhyming Party, which will also 
take place this month. We have been 
preparing for this by playing rhyming 
games, making up silly and real rhym-
ing words, and other fun activities. 
Each child will bring in three things 
that rhyme in a wrapped box and we 
will have a blast opening one another’s 
presents!

April is also when Earth Day is 
celebrated, and Pre-k will celebrate it 
by conducting a very special science 
experiment. We will bury three differ-
ent things in the earth, and three weeks 
later see which one of those things is 
biodegradable. The children will all 
have a chance to make their hypothesis 
on which item will be biodegradable. 

Preschool registration is open to 
the community. We have limited space 
available. We accept children ages 18 
months to 5 years. Please call the pre-
school office for more information.
Summer camp
Summer camp at Temple Judea Pre-
school begins Monday, June 13. There 
is nothing like the energy of summer 
camp. The excitement and delight that 
summer camp offers is an experience 
that all preschoolers need. Children 
look forward to the change in routine 
from preschool to camp. Children will 
enjoy a wide variety of indoor and 
outdoor activities while learning new 
skills, working cooperatively with oth-
ers and engaging in creative outdoor 
play. Our caring staff ensures individ-
ual attention, maximum participation, 
and success for each camper. Best of 
all, each day at camp is filled with  
summer fun!

Purim Carnival and Purimspiel at Temple Beth El
Photos by Ted Epstein
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CHAVURAT SHALOM
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

ORGANIZATIONSORGANIZAT IONS

Cheryl Fulmer, Ellen Feingold
and Marcia Rudin
On February 21, Chavurat Shalom of 
Southwest Florida lost its beloved pres-
ident, Leonard Minsky z”l. We miss 
his gentle manner and wise leadership. 
He was indeed a real mensch. Leonard 
and his wife of nearly 66 years, Renee, 
were residents of Sanibel and Bangor, 
Maine. He attended Bangor schools, 
and following WWII service as a Mer-
chant Marine officer, graduated from 
the University of Maine. An active 
alumnus, in 2016, Leonard received 
an Honorary Doctor of Letters degree 
from the University. 

Upon college graduation, Leonard 
joined the family business, Superior 
Paper Products, Inc., retiring as presi-
dent after 42 years. Active in civic and 
business affairs, he was a recipient of 
the Bangor Chamber of Commerce’s 
Norbert X Dowd Award; a founding 
director of Merrill Merchants Bank; 
founding director and chair of the 

board of Network Ser-
vices Company of Scha-
umburg, Illinois; presi-
dent of the Bangor Lions 
Club; and was a Mason 

and Shriner. 
He served as a trustee of Acadia 

Hospital, board member of the Maine 
Community Foundation, president of 
the Bangor Jewish Community Coun-
cil and treasurer of the Bangor Jewish 
Community Endowment Associates. 
He was treasurer of Temple Bat Yam 
of Sanibel, a longtime member of Con-
gregation Beth Israel in Bangor, as well 
as Chavurat Shalom’s first president.

The Minskys have been active do-
nors to many causes and supported civ-
ic activities. Naming gifts have been 
established at the University of Maine, 
Eastern Maine Medical Center, The 
Bangor Public Library and the Maine 
Community Foundation. 

In addition to Renee, he is survived 
by his daughter Marilyn and her hus-
band Dennis Melton, granddaughters 
Dani and Maya, and his brother Nor-
man. To honor our first president, we 
have renamed our Saturday morning 
activity to “Leonard Minsky Current 

Events.” Beginning at 11:00 a.m., it is 
moderated by various Chavurat Sha-
lom volunteers. 

Request the Zoom link for the 
April free Thursday Speakers Series. It 
starts on April 7 at 6:30 p.m. with Minh 
Nguyen, Ph.D., professor, Department 
of Communication and Philosophy, 
Florida Gulf Coast University. Dr. 
Nguyen will speak on “Discrimination 
against Asian Americans.”

On April 14 at 11:00 a.m., John 
Voorhees, resident of Sanibel and New 
Jersey, will share his journey as a con-
vert to Judaism.

On April 21 at 11:00 a.m., Rabbi 
Myra Soifer, speaking from Reno, Ne-
vada, will explain “The Passover Sed-
er: The Basics and the Subversive.”

On April 28 at 11:00 a.m., Erez 
Luke Cohen, Executive Director of 
Hillel at the University of Illinois, will 
get personal with “Across the Square 
– A Grandchild’s Quest to Find His 
Grandmother’s Holocaust Survival 
Story.”

With April comes the holiday of 
Passover when we celebrate the Ex-
odus from Egypt. Chavurat Shalom 
member Kathy Zoss will conduct a 

second Zoom Seder on Saturday, April 
16 using the same Haggadah she creat-
ed for last year’s Seder. If you would 
like to join the Seder or receive a copy 
of that Haggadah, email your request 
to chavuratshalom@gmail.com.

Because of the dire situation in 
Ukraine, Chavurat Shalom’s Tzeda-
kah Committee voted to donate $1,000 
to the Joint Distribution Committee’s 
Emergency Fund to assist the Jewish 
community there.

Shabbat services take place every 
Friday evening starting at 7:30 p.m., 
welcoming everyone from all religious 
traditions to participate. Join us via 
Zoom by sending an email to the ad-
dress above to secure the link.

Chavurat Shalom is a welcoming 
community committed to the study and 
celebration of our Jewish cultural heri-
tage and religious traditions. Come and 
join us and be with friends. Visit the 
up-to-date website at www.chavurat 
shalomofsouthwestflorida.org for the 
current schedule, or send an email to 
the address above for information and 
Zoom links to programs.

Changing your address?  
Seasonal resident? Keep L’CHAYIM 

coming to your home.  
Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771
Marina Berkovich
The horrific war in Ukraine has touched 
us all. Ukraine is a place from which 
many American Jews hail in this or 
preceding generations, and that is why 
I am dedicating my Passover column 
to it. 

Ukraine has a long and complex 
historical path, which over the final 
days of February 2022 became even 
more entangled. Who lived there first? 
There is much evidence that Jews 
were among the earliest settlers in 
the contemporary Podol part of Kiev, 
the Mother of All Russia, its lowland. 
Ukraine, whose territorial name first 
emerged as Zaporozhian Sich, received 
its first independent statehood only in 
1991, following the collapse of the 

USSR. Before the Soviet 
Union was formed, there 
was a short-lived attempt 
of Ukrainian statehood 
in 1918-19 and its yel-

low-blue flag was first used then. Most 
Americans are unfamiliar with Sich, 
aka the Cossacks republic. The semi-
free settlement was well depicted in the 
1962 film, Taras Bulba. 

No doubt, you’ve heard of the 
Cossacks of 19th and 20th century Rus-
sia through the family lore of pogroms 
in the Pale. Initially, the Cossacks fled 
Mongols and were guarding the Rus-
sian borders from them and the Otto-
mans. The population of the Sich had 
Ukrainians, Moldavians, Tatars, Poles, 
Lithuanians, Jews, Russians and many 
other ethnicities of all social layers, 
including runaway nobility. After the 
war between Russia and the Ottoman 
Empire for possession of the Black Sea 
and Crimean steppes ended, Russia no 

longer needed the Zaporozhian Cos-
sacks for border protection and it was 
destroyed in 1775. 

It was during Catherine the Great’s 
reign that the word ukraina was like-
ly derived from the Russian word 
okraina, specifically meaning “the 
edge of this land,” or less likely from 
the Ukrainian kraina or Polish kraj, 
both meaning “country/land.” It was 
also on Catherine’s watch that the Pale 
was formed to “protect the Jews.”

Modern Ukrainians have genes 
with more than 13 million genetic vari-
ants among their DNA samples; many 
have Ashkenazi ancestry.

Ukraine has been striving to be-
come a nation, and whether it did a 
good job at it, or was drowning in cor-
ruption, is for history to decide. It will 
be harder to get to the truth now, since, 
like in Iraq, Ukraine’s museums were 
bombed and robbed of their priceless 
artifacts.

The Kievan Rus Princes forcibly 
converted the people of Kiev to Chris-
tianity in 988, winning over three po-
tential religions – Islam, Catholicism 
and Judaism. The population of Russia 
is not ethnically pure either, with more 
than 100 languages spoken by over 
120 ethnic groups who have coexisted 

since time immemorial. 
We are all grieving for the victims 

of this current tragedy, especially those 
of us with family or friends in Ukraine, 
or Russian families and friends with 
children in the military. There will be 
no winners here. No one’s life will ever 
be the same.

Lastly, given the long love-hate re-
lationship of Ukraine and its Jewry, it 
must be providential that at this signif-
icant moment in history, the defense of 
Ukraine is led by its Jewish president, 
and HOW! Let’s pray for his safety.

We need your help in carrying out 
the mission of historical preservation 
and education. You can start helping by 
joining or renewing: Family Member-
ship $54, Individual Membership $36, 
Student Membership $18, Corporate 
Sponsor $300. Please join us online 
by entering the appropriate amount or 
mail your check to:
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(732) 539-4011
Joyce Toub
My mind is awash of many things: 
hopefully the world is recovering from 
the Covid-19 pandemic; Russia will 
learn its place in the world and with-
draw from Ukraine; attempts to thwart 
the ravages of climate change; and 
myriad situations that arise daily are 
hounding me. What Hadassah does is 
focus me on those tangible outcomes 
that I can control and appreciate: help-
ing to educate, heal and understand 

relationships and bring 
relief to others.

While we do that, we 
must also stand up for 
ourselves and fight the 
ugly rise of antisemitism. 

It seems to echo all around us these  
days. For a thoughtful, insightful discus-
sion on antisemitism, I refer you to the 
April edition of Hadassah Magazine.

The Hadassah organization chose 
the Hebrew name for Esther to contin-
ue the bravery and action of this wom-
an during Biblical times. What began 
in 1912, still continues today, 110 years 
later. We celebrated Hadassah’s birth-
day this month at Temple Shalom in 

Naples on March 18 and at Beth Tik-
vah in Naples on March 19. Hadassah 
women participated in services and in 
educating the synagogues’ members 
regarding our history and achieve-
ments. I couldn’t be prouder!

Our Expanding Horizons Series III 
begins on Thursday, April 7 and con-
tinues through November 7, covering 
topics such as presidential libraries, 
mindful motion, baking, book discus-
sions, creativity and much more. Please 
check your Hadassah Happenings and 
e-blasts for further information on how 
to join us.

Passover begins Friday night, 
April 15. The Passover story is one of 

survival and courage that we retell ev-
ery year at our Seders. This year is so 
very different. For many of us it will 
be our first time to celebrate with ex-
tended family in more than two years! 
Having faced a plague of our own, we 
can identify with our biblical ances-
tors as we recite the story of Pharaoh 
and the plagues. We remind ourselves 
that from darkness comes light. We 
have been resilient and empathize with 
others in ways we have learned to live 
over these past two years. The Hadas-
sah family is stronger. All the work of 
healing in Israel and around the globe 
gives us hope for a better tomorrow. I 
wish you all a Zeesan Pesach!
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since time immemorial. 
We are all grieving for the victims 

of this current tragedy, especially those 
of us with family or friends in Ukraine, 
or Russian families and friends with 
children in the military. There will be 
no winners here. No one’s life will ever 
be the same.

Lastly, given the long love-hate re-
lationship of Ukraine and its Jewry, it 
must be providential that at this signif-
icant moment in history, the defense of 
Ukraine is led by its Jewish president, 
and HOW! Let’s pray for his safety.

We need your help in carrying out 
the mission of historical preservation 
and education. You can start helping by 
joining or renewing: Family Member-
ship $54, Individual Membership $36, 
Student Membership $18, Corporate 
Sponsor $300. Please join us online 
by entering the appropriate amount or 
mail your check to:
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

survival and courage that we retell ev-
ery year at our Seders. This year is so 
very different. For many of us it will 
be our first time to celebrate with ex-
tended family in more than two years! 
Having faced a plague of our own, we 
can identify with our biblical ances-
tors as we recite the story of Pharaoh 
and the plagues. We remind ourselves 
that from darkness comes light. We 
have been resilient and empathize with 
others in ways we have learned to live 
over these past two years. The Hadas-
sah family is stronger. All the work of 
healing in Israel and around the globe 
gives us hope for a better tomorrow. I 
wish you all a Zeesan Pesach!

SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
REFORM 

 

7210 Falcon Crest Drive               
Fort Myers, FL  33908 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Phone: 239-466-6671 
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner  
each Friday at 6:00 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship is at 1068 Metro  
Parkway every Friday at 7:00 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with  
the rabbi every Saturday morning  
from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Jacki Waksman - 954-653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Gene Sipe - 239-841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hadassah-Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
    Odette Port - 941-505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Alan Lessack 
Phone: 773-251-8862 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W. 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study:  
Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School:  
Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00 -7:00 p.m. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: 
www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR                                    
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 

 

PO Box 61346 
Fort Myers, FL 33906          
Rabbi Lawrence Dermer                                   
Phone: 239-218-3433 
E-mail: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: www.shalomlifecenter.org 
Shabbat Evening Services  
7:30 p.m. (Oct-Apr)  
7:00 p.m. (May-Sept) 
Saturday Torah & Kabbalah Study  
10:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail:  info@templebethel.com  
Learning Tree Preschool Director:  
Jesyca Virnig    
Email: LearningTree15@yahoo.com                        
President: Reina Schlager                                    
Email: reinaschlager@aol.com                                 
Phone: 239-433-0018 • Fax: 239-433-3235               
Web site: www.templebethel.com                          
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday;  
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai 
Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday Religious &  
Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday   
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.             
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m. - noon;  
Wed. 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Early childhood education: Preschool, M-F,  
ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of  
Conservative Judaism 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
President: Peter Simenauer  
Phone: 239-772-4555 • Fax: 239-772-4625 
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Enrichment night every Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom 
 

Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Beginning Hebrew:  
Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew:  
Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.Jewishfederationlcc.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

P.O. Box 722, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
www.chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Leonard E. Minsky, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Jewish current events - 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
Speakers series - 11:00 a.m. Thursday 
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TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

We at Temple Beth El are so grateful 
this April. Among many other bless-
ings, our dedicated Task Force has rec-
ommended that we loosen our Covid 
restrictions. Masks are optional, friends 
can sit with each other in the sanctuary, 
and we’ll have both indoor and outdoor 
seating for the Oneg. As Rabbi Nicole 
Luna wrote, “It’s been two years since 
we have prayed without masks in our 
sanctuary, and I cannot wait to hear ev-
eryone singing loudly.” 

Cantorial Soloist Karen Pincus 
joins us for Shabbat services on Fri-
days, April 1 and 22. If you haven’t 
heard Karen sing and chant, you are 
in for a treat. Join us every Friday eve-
ning to welcome in Shabbat, either in 
person or virtually.

Bring your kids! Bring your grand-
kids! Tot Shabbat happens the first Fri-

day of every month. Join 
young Jewish families 
at a kid-friendly service 
to welcome in Shabbat 
with fun, music and song 
with Rabbi Luna, pre-
ceded by a pizza dinner 

for the youngsters. Mark your calen-
dar for April 1 and every first Friday. 
Call Rabbi Luna at 239.433.0018 for 
more information. Congregation mem-
ber or community member – all are  
welcome. 

Don’t miss your chance to enjoy 
delicious dishes and bid on fabulous 
auction items at the Temple Beth El 
Bids and Bites Auction and Dinner on 
Sunday, April 3. With over 100 items 
open for bid in our live and silent 
auctions – including vacation homes, 
specialty jewelry, sports memorabilia, 
gift certificates, home goods and art-
work – you are sure to find a delightful 
treat for yourself or friends and family. 
Paired with a full menu appealing to all 
tastes, Bids and Bites promises to be 
an evening to remember. This event is 
open to the public. The cost is $36 per 

person. Seating is extremely limited 
and reservations can be made by call-
ing the office at 239.433.0018 or online 
at templebethel.com.

Drop off non-perishable food items 
and feminine supplies or a monetary 
donation at the Drive In Drop Off event 
sponsored by the Mitzvah Committee. 
Committee members will be available 
on Tuesday, April 5 between 10:00 
and 11:00 a.m. in front of the temple, 
and donations are always accepted at 
the temple office. Food pantries are in 
particular need of canned tuna, pea-
nut butter, soup and cereal. Can you  
help? 

Join our Book Club for a lively 
discussion of Jenna Blum’s The Lost 
Family. In this gripping novel, Blum 
displays her keen eye for character in 
the depiction of Peter Rashkin, a sur-
vivor of Auschwitz. This is also your 
chance to help select the books for the 
2022-23 season. The Book Club meets 
on Wednesday, April 6 on Zoom from 
2:45 to 4:15 p.m.

An annual tradition, we welcome 
Temple Beth El congregants to our 

Second Night Passover Seder on Sat-
urday, April 16. Enjoy a full Passover 
meal and the tasting of symbolic foods 
while dining with old and new friends 
as we celebrate the high point of Pass-
over festival observance, the story 
of Exodus. Congregants can register 
through the calendar at templebethel.
com. 

The Israel Committee continues 
its popular lecture series, “The His-
tory and Heritage of Our People.” 
Wide-ranging and thoughtful, the latest 
entry in the series takes place on Tues-
day, April 19 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom and 
continues on the third Tuesday of every 
month. Come for the learning and join 
in the lively discussion following.

To learn more about Temple Beth 
El and our special events, Shabbat 
services and recurring programs, visit 
templebethel.com. Follow us on Face-
book @TempleBethElofFortMyers and 
on Instagram @templebethelfortmyers 
for updates, information and more de-
tails about our community experiences.

Stay connected all month long at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Our deepest sympathies are extend-
ed to Ilene Mittleman’s family. Ilene 
passed away in late February. Ilene and 
her late husband Marty were long-time 
C.F.S. “regulars.” 

Heartfelt condolences are also ex-
tended to the family of Jean Marks, a 
wonderful lady who left this world in 
late February as well.

Brooke and Evan Weinberg lost 
their father Bernie in early March. May 
their hearts find a healing with time.

We are grateful to the many peo-

ple and companies that 
donated gifts for our 
Purim Bingo Night on 
Purim night, Thursday, 
March 17. The games 
took place between the 
Megillah chapters and 

were inspired by the name “Purim” it-
self, which means the “lots” that were 
cast in the story. All the proceeds went 
to the Federation’s Indigent Fund. Spe-
cial thanks to Ileane Flores who helped 
Rabbi and Mrs. Diamond prepare the 
humentaschen.

The synagogue will host two free 
Seder suppers on the first two nights 
of Passover in mid-April with the gen-
erous help of Cohen & Cohen Cater-
ing. This year, seating is limited to 75 
each night and is by reservation only. 

Information regarding the reserva-
tions has been mailed to all those on 
our mailing list. If you are not on that 
list and would like to receive a reser-
vation letter, email your information 
to synfree@comcast.net or call it in 
to 239.466.6671. Reservation are on a 
“first come” basis.

Weekly C.F.S. Friday evening din-
ners begin at 6:00 p.m. They are free 
and open to all, but please consider 
bringing a dish, salad, dessert or bottle 
of wine. No dairy dishes please! Wor-
ship begins at 7:00 p.m., followed by a 
social hour.

Each Sabbath morning at 9:30 a.m., 
breakfast and Torah Study are at the 
rabbi’s home in Forest Country Club. 
The study is also on Zoom and is easily 
accessed at www.fortmyerssynagogue.

com. All are welcome. The guard at the 
gate will give you directions.

Tuesday evening Adult Education 
continues at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom only. 
To get your weekly reading assign-
ments, email synfree@comcast.net.

Now in its 17th year and with the 
continued guidance of Rabbi Diamond, 
the Community Free Synagogue meets 
at the S.W. Masonic Center, 10868 
Metro Parkway, Fort Myers. It is a 
Jewish community open resource with-
out formal membership requirements. 
Its activities are open to all for free and 
without financial solicitations.

Its mission, Torah, Avodah, Gmi-
loot Hasadim (TA’G), Sacred Study, 
Worship and Altruism, is taken from 
the Pirqe Avot.

SHALOM LIFE CENTER
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
www.shalomlifecenter.org

Shalom Life Center is Southwest Flor-
ida’s warm and welcoming home for 
contemporary Jewish life with a pas-
sionate commitment to community 
and spiritual growth where everyone 
is always welcome to be a part of our 
amazing SLC family.

We are so excited to be celebrat-
ing Pesach together again in person 

for the first time in two 
years. This year, our Sha-
lom Life Center Seder 
will be even more won-
derful than ever before. 
If you’ve celebrated 
Pesach with us before, 

you know that an SLC Seder is beau-
tiful, traditional, musical, interactive 
and probably unlike any Seder you’ve 
ever attended. Please join us for the 
best Seder experience of your life. It 
will be held on Friday, April 15 at the 
beautiful Holiday Inn Town Center in 
Fort Myers. For more information and 
to RSVP, call 239.218.3433 or email 

info@shalomlifecenter.org. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

Every Saturday morning at 10:00 
a.m., SLC offers an interactive and par-
ticipatory Torah and Kabbalah study 
led by Rabbi Lawrence Dermer with a 
focus on the relevance of our timeless 
traditions and bringing the ancient wis-
dom of Torah into our daily lives. 

SLC offers individualized Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah preparation, Torah and Kab-
balah study, Women’s Circle, Men’s 
Club, Yiddish Culture Club, The Sha-
lom Shmoozers Social Club, Book 
Club, special events, concerts, dinners 
and so much more. If you’d like to 

learn more, please send us an email or 
give us a call.

SLC also offers many other oppor-
tunities to enhance your Jewish life and 
learning, and further your involvement 
in community service while making 
friends in a warm and welcoming com-
munity. 

Let your spirit soar at Shalom Life 
Center, where community is fami-
ly and prayer is always inspirational, 
meaningful and musical. For more in-
formation, visit www.shalomlifecenter.
org.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116
www.templeshalomfl.com

In March, Temple Shalom resumed its 
programs and activities. The Temple 
Shalom Jewish Film Series resumed 
with the showing of The Jazz Singer on 
Tuesday, March 15. The “Lunch and 
Learn” resumed its monthly session on 

Tuesday, March 29 with 
a discussion on Ukraine. 

This month, the Jew-
ish Film Series will be 
held on Tuesday, April 
12. The Congregation-
al/Community Passover 

will take place on Saturday, April 
16 starting at 5:00 p.m. at the Ma-
ple Leaf Golf and Country Club. For 
reservations, please contact Judi at 
516.635.9871. Rabbi Agin will lead the 
Seder with participation. 

The Harry and Emmy Loeb Holo-
caust Community Remembrance Day 
Service will be held on Thursday, April 
28 at 7:00 p.m. This year, the Ser-
vice will take place at the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church of Punta Gorda. 
There will be a special music program 

by the Choral Group of North Port 
High School featuring the music of the 
Holocaust. 

As of now, Temple Shalom is hav-
ing regular Oneg Shabbats and moving 
ahead with all activities.
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TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

On Saturday evening, April 16, the 
community is invited to Temple Ju-
dea’s outside “Second Night Passover 
Seder Lite.” It will include light Pe-
sach food, an abbreviated Seder and 
Israeli wine. Paid reservations will be 
accepted until April 6. Space is limited, 
so be sure to reserve yours now. The 
cost is $15 for ages 4-12 and $25 for 
ages 13-adult (children 3 and under are 
free). RSVP to the synagogue office at 
239.433.0201. The Seder will begin at 
6:00 p.m.

In preparation for Passover, the 
Service of the First Born and the sell-
ing of hametz will take place on Friday, 
April 15 at 9:30 a.m. Temple Judea fol-
lows the Israeli tradition of celebrating 
Passover for seven days. Yizkor will be 
on Friday, April 22. Services will begin 

that morning at 9:30 a.m.
Chaverot will host 

Florida Rep Artistic Di-
rector Greg Longenha-
gen on Monday, April 
11 at 12:30 p.m. Flori-
da Repertory Theatre is 

Lee County’s largest non-profit arts 
organization that provides live theater 
programming, as well as educational 
programming for youth. Greg’s pre-
sentation will touch on the history of 
Florida Rep, behind the scenes infor-
mation on how a production comes 
together, details of upcoming produc-
tions and events, and a free ticket give-
away! There is no cost to attend. Bring 
your own dairy or parve lunch. Drinks 
and dessert will be provided. RSVP to 
Leni Sack at mssack@aol.com or call 
the synagogue office.

The Fishermen by Chigozie Obio-
ma is the book to be discussed at the 
next Chaverot Book Club on Tuesday, 
April 26 at 7:00 p.m. It is the story of 
four brothers whose lives are destroyed 
by a madman, whose terrible prophe-

cies of people in a southwestern Nige-
rian city have come to be held as true. 
RSVP to Leni Sack.

Tot Shabbat is on the second Fri-
day night of each month. Tot Shabbat 
is an interactive service with music, 
crafts and stories for families with 
young children. Join with Morah Tab 
on Friday, April 8 at 5:00 p.m. for this 
monthly, fun, in-person service.

Rabbi Marc Sack’s monthly lunch-
time Torah study is on Thursday, April 
7. The class is held the first Thursday 
of each month at noon on Zoom. There 
is no cost to attend, and all levels of 
Jewish background are welcome. Call 
Rabbi Sack for more information about 
the class, or the synagogue office for 
login information.

Temple Judea continues to accept 
food donations for The Cadkin Foun-
dation Food Pantry and menstrual 
products for CYCLE FORWARD, a 
program that distributes menstrual 
products to women in need. There is a 
barrel near the front door of the shul for 
cans and boxes of food, and a basket in 

the lobby for the donations to CYCLE 
FORWARD. 

There are also collection envelopes 
on the front door for contactless mon-
etary or gift card contributions. Please 
call the synagogue office if you make 
such a contribution. Contributions can 
also be mailed.
Regularly scheduled events:

• Friday evening Shabbat services 
at 6:30 p.m. Friday evening ser-
vices are preceded with a wine and 
cheese reception at 6:15 p.m.

• Saturday morning Shabbat ser-
vices at 9:30 a.m. (no Kiddush 
lunches at this time unless the ser-
vice is outside)

• Morning minyan every Monday  
at 9:00 a.m. 

• Tot Shabbat the second Friday eve-
ning of each month at 5:00 p.m.

• Rabbi Sack’s lunchtime Torah 
study sessions the first Thursday of 
each month at noon on Zoom

Stay connected all month long at
www.JewishFederationLCC.org

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

Passover is almost here, and we are  
excited. Two years ago, we had a  
Zoom Seder; last year, everyone was 
tired of Zoom. This year we are having 
a real, catered Seder with a fabulous 
cantor, an updated synagogue and real 
hope that life will return to some sem-

blance of normal.
We are inviting the 

whole community to join 
us, meet our wonderful 
congregation and join in 
the celebration.

It feels like we need 
to make up for lost time. We celebrated 
Purim twice, once on Zoom together 
with a congregation from New York, 
and on the following Friday in our 
own sanctuary. We gathered in groups 
in members’ homes and on Zoom to 
watch films from the Jewish Film Fes-

tival. After all, it is much more fun to 
watch with others, share some snacks 
and talk about it afterwards.

The book group met in the park, 
discussed the book and then went on to 
solve the world’s problems. The pho-
tography club went to Babcock Ranch 
and the Naples Zoo to take pictures, 
laugh and, of course, eat.

We are fortunate to have a wonder-
ful lay leader to lead our services, but if 
you want to enjoy his services, you will 
have to hurry. He goes back north to 
Virginia the beginning of May. Cantor 

Beth Schlossberg will join us for the 
first Seder and again on April 22 and 
23. If you, haven’t heard her sing, try 
to join us on those dates. She is a real 
treat.

We are busy planning more events 
throughout the summer. For more infor-
mation, sign up for our weekly commu-
nications at www.templebethshalomcc 
.org, call 239.772.4555 or email temple 
bethelcommunications@gmail.com. 
We look forward to meeting you.

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

Hello from Bat Yam. We are happy to 
share the previous month’s activities as 
well as those coming up.
March
Our first in-person Oneg Shabbat 
was celebrated following services on 
March 4. Sandy Teger provided deli-
cious sugar cookies, frosted in blue and 
yellow in support of Ukraine. Since 
November, when we reinstated in-per-
son services, Bat Yam has experienced 
a large uptick in attendance. You need 
to be fully vaccinated to attend. We 
will continue providing virtual access 
to accommodate everyone’s needs. 

Due to Covid, Bat Yam had to re-
think how to celebrate Purim. Staging 
was replaced with simpler presenta-
tions; members wrote lyrics to well-
known songs. Rabbi Fuchs, as Hatach, 
the courtier, who took messages back 
and forth between Esther and Mor-
decai, was the Narrator. Tanya Hoch-
schild portrayed Esther, Sally Sacks 
- Vashti, Sheila Sklar - King Ahashuer-
as, Allan Sacks - Haman, and Nancy 
and Ed Greenberg portrayed Bigthan 

and Teresh. In a unique 
twist, Pastor John Danner 
of Sanibel Congregation-
al UCC, where we hold 
our services, portrayed 
Mordecai.

On March 6, for Jewish Morocco, 
we were treated to an outstanding vir-
tual presentation by Rabbi Robert Leib 
of Old York Road Temple Beth Am in 
Elkins Park, Pennsylvania. In addition 
to being an excellent presenter, Rab-
bi Leib’s photography was not to be 
missed.

On March 13, we Zoomed Orches-
tra of Exiles, a film about one man’s 
efforts to recruit musicians from Eu-
rope to form an orchestra in Palestine 
during the Hitler regime. Not only did 
he succeed in these efforts, resulting in 
what is now known as the Israel Phil-
harmonic, he saved hundreds of lives 
as well.

On March 4, Bat Yam, in con-
junction with the Sanibel Police De-
partment, hosted a safety and security 
presentation, “Run, Hide, Fight.” Lieu-
tenant Grace Towler of the SPD spoke 
and presented a video, produced by the 
Houston Police Department, on how 
to react should a group be faced with 
an active shooter situation. Bat Yam 
has a Safety and Security Committee 
that works closely with SPD, which 
provides on-site protection for services 
and activities. We plan to repeat this 
program soon. If you would like more 
information, email batyamsanibel@
gmail.com. 
Ongoing
Memory Café: Temple Bat Yam is one 
of the sponsors of this program run 
by the Dubin Center and an interfaith 
group in Sanibel. The cafe provides 
those with memory deficits, care givers 
and volunteers an opportunity to so-
cialize. Sessions are focused on recre-
ation or crafts. At the first get together, 

participants made memory boxes. In a 
relaxed atmosphere, the act of making 
the boxes stimulated people’s memo-
ries, and it was a great success. Meet-
ings are held at the Community House 
on the fourth Tuesday of every month 
at 10:00 a.m. For more information and 
to register, email Annette Pacyga at an-
nette.pacyga@gmail.com. 
April
April 19 will bring us another film 
story. Bob Hilliard has shared his ex-
periences as a young soldier stationed 
in Germany during WWII. As an army 
journalist, he drew attention to the 
plight of concentration camp survivors, 
staying at St. Ottilien Church, which 
was turned into a hospital for many 
who were starving and needed medical 
attention. Some of them formed the St. 
Ottilien Displaced Persons Orchestra. 
Bob’s colleague, Dr. John Michalczyk 
of Boston College, will speak about 
making the film and several of these 
survivors. 

This year, Passover begins on 
Shabbat Eve, April 15. At 6:00 p.m., 
Rabbi Stephen Fuchs and Cantor Mur-
ray Simon will lead a virtual Seder via 
Zoom for members and friends of the 
Bat Yam community. All are welcome 
to join. For more information, send an 
email to batyamsanibel@gmail.com.

Rabbi Stephen Fuchs during a previous year’s 
Purim celebration
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SSUUNNDDAAYY    MMAAYY  1155    22--55PP..MM. 
Alliance for the Arts 
10091 McGregor Blvd 
Fort Myers, FL  33919 

Watergen 
Auro Air 
EConcrete 
 

““TTEECCHH  TTEENNTT”” ““TTHHEE  SSHHUUKK”” 

FFoorr  sseeccuurriittyy  ppuurrppoosseess,,  wwee  aasskk  tthhaatt  yyoouu  pprree--rreeggiisstteerr  ffoorr    
tthhiiss  eevveenntt  aatt  jjeewwiisshhffeeddeerraattiioonnllcccc..oorrgg//iissrraaeellffeesstt--22002222  

Jerusalem  
Café  

Taste of Israel by        
      Mana Mana Restaurant 
Fresh Juices 
Artisanal Breads & 

Baked Goods 
Kosher Pickles & Olives 
Pelican’s Snow Balls 
 

Art 
Jewelry 
Judaica 
Authors 
Henna 
Face Painting 
Tumblers/t-shirts 
Soaps & Body Scrub 
Honey and Elderberries 
and much more... 
 

 

 
CCLLIIMMBB  TTHHEE  2222  FFTT..  RROOCCKK  WWAALLLL 

Participating Organizations: Community Free Synagogue, Hadassah, Jewish War Veterans, PJ Library, Shalom Life Center,  
Temple Beth El, Temple Beth Shalom, Temple Judea, and more... 

EVENT SPONSOR 

YYiiddddiisshh  CCoowwbbooyyss  
IIssrraaeellii  DDaanncciinngg  

KKrraavv  MMaaggaa  
RRoonn  FFeeiinnggoolldd  

&&  mmoorree……    
  

OONN  TTHHEE  SSTTAAGGEE 


