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FIDF supporters raise $1.8m at 
Miami benefit for Israeli soldiers

n Brian 
    Simon

By Brian Simon, Federation President
Seders past and present
“All who are hungry, let them enter 
and eat. All who are in need, let them 
come celebrate Passover with us.” 

In 1995, I was relatively new to 
Fort Myers. I hadn’t yet attended 
a synagogue service in town, but I 

wanted to find a place to go for Pass-
over. I called Temple Judea, and they 

referred me to 
Irv and Mickey 
Weiss.

This wasn’t 
my first experi-
ence as a guest 
at other people’s 
Seder. As a col-
lege student, I had 
been fortunate 
enough to be in-

vited to a friend’s house in Dallas one 
year. And, one of my parents’ close 
friends had a brother in Austin, who 
took me in another year. (A little Jew-
ish geography, the friend in Austin be-
longed to a synagogue where a young 
Mark Sack was the rabbi.) But going 
to Irv and Mickey’s house was the first 
time going to a Seder where I had no 

connection. Irv had this great voice. He 
sounded a little like Burgess Meredith 
as The Penguin in the Batman series, 
only not as sinister. Mickey was quiet 
and very kind. 

The other attendees included the 
Weiss’s daughter, Jill Weil, her hus-
band Carlos and their baby Jordan. I 
thought it was cool that the little girl 
was named after the best basketball 
player in the world at the time, even 
though that wasn’t the origin of her 
name (and, come to think of it, Mi-
chael Jordan was trying baseball at that 
time). Still, Irv had been a basketball 
referee in New York in his younger 
years. I’m sure he could appreciate my 
sense of humor. 

I wish I could remember more of 
the dinner that evening. Unfortunately, 
all I can recall is that I was worried 
over some dumb thing I said. And I re-
member being grateful that this family 
was willing to share a Passover meal 
with a stranger new to town.

As it happens, I would meet my 
future wife a couple months after that 
Passover, and within a couple of years, 

Mindi and I were hosting our own 
Seder. It started with a few friends and 
soon grew to accommodate more peo-
ple who had recently moved to town 
and wanted a place to have a Seder. I 
like to call it a Seder for orphans, be-
cause so many of us came to Florida 
without our extended families. 

One year, we came up with the 
idea of a comedy Seder. Although we 
only did the comedy Seder once, we 
kept the concept of a Top 10 list, usual-
ly celebrating the ten plagues that God, 
in His infinite wisdom, chose NOT to 
use. The lists have included the Har-
lem Shake, Billy Fucillo, and having 
Moses ask Pharaoh to “pull my finger.”  
(I liked that last one so much I used it 
two years in a row.) 

Irv Weiss died in April 2015, ironi-
cally on the day before Passover. I’ll 
be remembering him as we sit down 
with old and new friends and maybe a 
couple of people who recently moved 
to town and need a place to go for a 
Seder. Happy Passover to you and your 
family.
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The Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties will commemorate Yom HaShoah with a  

Holocaust Remembrance program. We welcome guest speaker Renee Beddouk and the Temple Beth Shalom Choir.        
A candle lighting ceremony in memory of the six million will be held.   

For more information, contact Debbie Sanford at 239.481.4449 x4.  Free & open to the community. 

All are welcome as we commemorate 

Yom Hashoah 
Holocaust 

Remembrance Program 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 

3:00 P.M. 

 

Temple Judea 
14486 A&W Bulb Road Fort Myers, FL 33908  
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Holocaust Remembrance program. We welcome guest speaker Renee Beddouk and the Temple Beth Shalom Choir.        
A candle lighting ceremony in memory of the six million will be held.   

For more information, contact Debbie Sanford at 239.481.4449 x4.  Free & open to the community. 

All are welcome as we commemorate 

Yom Hashoah 
Holocaust 

Remembrance Program 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 

3:00 P.M. 

 

Temple Judea 
14486 A&W Bulb Road Fort Myers, FL 33908  

Wednesday May 8, 2019  
7 P.M. 
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Jewish people. Partisan political opinions will not be published, 
but opinions on subjects affecting the Jewish community are 
welcome. All inquiries regarding copy for L’CHAYIM should be 
directed to the editor. All news material must be very clearly 
printed or typed (not in all-capital letters) and double-spaced. 
Electronic submissions encouraged. The editor reserves the 
right to edit for space and content. 

Photographs should be clear, black-and-white or color 
prints. If you wish a photograph returned, include a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope of appropriate size.

The Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties  disclaims 
responsibility or endorsement of the views expressed by the 
writers and claims by advertisers.
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MAY ISSUE  
EDITORIAL DEADLINE:

Friday, April 5

OUR FEDERATION 

Grow your business 
with L’CHAYIM.

Reach 5,000 local 
Jewish residents 

through this paper.
For more information  

or to place an ad, call Jim  
at 239.634.6923  

or send an email to  
JamesLewin@jfedLCC.org.

OUR MISSION 

To strengthen and enrich the Jewish  
Community by providing and supporting 
philanthropic, educational and social   
service programs locally, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 
 

OUR VISION 

A Jewish Community that is based on 
Jewish values such as Tzedakah 
(benevolence), Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world) and K’lal Yisrael (taking     
responsibility for one another). 

To donate to  
the Federation’s   

Annual Campaign, 
call 239.481.4449  

or visit  
JewishFederationLCC.org

Program notes

We certainly have been busy this past month. 
I hope everyone is enjoying this great year 
of programming.

Our author events and social club events are  
really in the swing of things. There are some great 
photos below from last month’s events.

Looking forward, you do not want to miss our 
first day trip of the year. Please join us on Tuesday, 
April 9 as we head to the Jewish Museum of Florida 
in Miami Beach. We will enjoy a nice kosher lunch, 

By Debbie Sanford, Program Director

Jewish Family Services 
update

At the Traveling Authors Event on February 26: Jan Klein, Mindi Simon, Leni Sack, 
author Alyson Richman, Fran Chernow, Reeva Shaffer, Lynn Talone

and stop at a large kosher supermarket and butcher 
on the way home for those of you who would like to 
bring some goodies home. It is also a great time to 
enjoy a delicious corned beef or pastrami sandwich, 
WITH BREAD, before Passover begins.

Mark your calendars for Sunday, April 28 for the 
Annual Holocaust Remembrance Program. It will be 
held at Temple Judea and begins at 3:00 p.m.

I hope to see you at an event soon! Happy Pesach! 
Please enjoy some photos from previous events.

At the Federation Social Club Outing on March 3:
Drew Glickman, Linda Glickman, Helaine Glickman, 
Karin Fine, Raisy Ordel, Jodi Cohen, Arnie Obstein, 

Beverly Keen, Lorne Ordel, Mia Glickman,  
Debbie Sanford, Lee Strauss

At the Lion of Judah Event on March 5:  
Sara Krivisky, author Barry Joseph, Robin Correnti

Andi Horowitz and Author Barry Joseph

Rozzi Osterman and Sheila Laboda at the Lion of Judah Event

Appreciation brunch for  
Senior Lunch Bunch volunteers
By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator

It takes a dedicated, caring and 
hard-working volunteer village 
to make the monthly Senior 

Lunch Bunch run smoothly every 
single month. No task is too big or 
too small for the volunteers who 
drive people, call people, bake des-
serts, set up the lunch, clean up the 
room, and bring drinks and food to 
the tables for those who can’t do that 
for themselves.

There are about 45 volunteers 
in total who help out when they are 
able to join us. Delight, humor and 
compassion are the prerequisites 
for volunteering, and the Federation 
is honored to have an abundance of volunteers who 
are central in making the free monthly senior lunch a 
popular program that keeps growing. The Volunteer 
Appreciation brunch was held on February 28 as a 
thank you to everyone for their contribution.

Ira Zucker, Mike Klein, Larry Epstein

Janet Reid and Eva Kamish Alan Isaacs and Brian Simon
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Program notes

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator

Jewish Family Services 
update

Recently, the Federation assisted 
clients with security deposits 
and electric bills. One of the 

clients said, “Thank you for helping 
our dreams come true to have a roof 
over our heads. You have no idea how 
much this means to us.” 

Some of our regular food pantry 
clients have had major health challeng-
es and have been unable to work as a 
result. Due to your generosity, the Fed-
eration was able to offer some clients 
Publix and Walmart gift cards to help 
them during this rough patch. Their 
gratitude is deep and wide. 

As I get to know our clients and 
their situations, I’m able to pass along 
employment notices I receive, free 
medical care info, and anything else 
that I think will be helpful. I sent some 
relevant information to a client and 
they said, “Thank you so much for 

thinking of me!” It is a joy and a privi-
lege to serve as a matchmaker between 
people and resources. 

We’ve had several new food pan-
try clients and they are amazed that 
in addition to a 10 lb. bag of food 
per person in their household, we are 
also able to offer them toiletries such 
as toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, 
soap, combs, razors and Tampax, none 
of which they can purchase with food 
stamps.

Every time you contribute to the 
food pantry, it makes a difference in the 
lives of people living in Lee County. 
So if you see a BOGO offer, are at the 
dollar store, or fill an extra bag when 
you are grocery shopping, please re-
member all donations to the Federation 
food pantry allow us to help people 
who need it.

DEADLINE: 
 

ELIGIBILITY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APPLICATION: 
PROCESS 

April 30, 2019 
 
Scholarship applications are now available 
for Jewish residents of Lee and Charlotte 
Counties, Florida, wishing to pursue     
postsecondary education.   

Applicants must be under 30 years of age 
and priority will be given to full-time       
students. Funding is limited and decisions 
will be based primarily on financial need.  
 
For guidelines and application process,  
visit our website at jewishfederationlcc.org 
 

Scholarships are made available from designated  
funds held by the Jewish Community Foundation.  

Fall 2019 
Educational Scholarships 

Available  

By Jodi Cohen, Senior Outreach & Food Pantry Coordinator
Senior Lunch Bunch update

Rabbi Marc Sack and the Temple 
Judea staff graciously hosted 
the March Senior Lunch Bunch 

and even added some hamentashen to 
the dessert table! 
Rabbi Sack un-
rolled an actual 
Megillah scroll 
so everyone could 
see it, and talked 
about the holiday 
of Purim. As al-
ways with Rabbi 
Sack, he asked 

great questions that elicited interest-
ing dialogue about Judaism, Purim and 
how and why we celebrate Jewish holi-
days. 

The Jewish Federation’s free 
monthly Senior Lunch Bunch is a pro-
gram for any Jewish senior who would 
like to meet new people, visit with 

n Jodi Cohen

NEXT SENIOR LUNCH BUNCH:
Thursday, April 11 at noon
Temple Beth El, 16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers
RSVP by Friday, April 5 to 
Jodi Cohen at 239.481.4449 x2 or jodicohen@jfedlcc.org

folks they already know, learn a little 
something, eat a little something, and 
be in community with other Jews. The 
spirit of the lunch is warm and friendly, 
and there is always a place at the table 
for YOU. We provide rides for those 
who don’t drive. If you’re interested 
in volunteering for the lunch, please 
contact me at 239.481.4449 x2 or jodi 
cohen@jfedlcc.org.

Andi Horowitz and Author Barry Joseph

Appreciation brunch for  
Senior Lunch Bunch volunteers

Honest, caring and 
knowledgable advice 
about assisted
living options… 
at no cost to you!

Personal and professional  
advice for you or a loved one

when you need it the most

Bruce B. Rosenblatt, Owner
Senior Housing Expert

239.595.0207
www.SeniorHousingSolutions.net

ELIMINATE YOUR PAIN
  RESTORE YOUR MOBILITY
    REGAIN YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE

Thomas S. Zeller, DPT & Associates
www.YourBestTherapy.com
Fort Myers 239-432-0556
Cape Coral 239-772-2363

All physical therapy is not the same…
Thank you for letting us show you 
what sets us apart from the rest!

AWARDED SW FLORIDA’S BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY &
REHABILITATION CENTER 6 YEARS IN A ROW!

• One-on-one care with all patients

• You will always receive the 
   personalized care you deserve

• Highly skilled and licensed therapists

• Relaxed, friendly and encouraging atmosphere

• Therapist-owned private practice

• Best of Southwest Florida recipient

“We invest ourselves personally in every patient’s   
  progress and goals. This is all part of having a
  true commitment and passion for what we do.”

REHABILITATION CENTER 6 YEARS IN A ROW!

THE RESULTS YOU WANT. THE CARE YOU DESERVE.
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Local Jewish Education and Culture  
 Community-wide Jewish Education and Culture Programs for    

all ages including the Jewish Film Festival, Jewish  Author  
Events, Israel Celebration, Jewish genealogy,  Israeli folk       
dancing, social groups, etc.  

 L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community 
informed about local, national and international Jewish issues.  

 Community Relations activities include monitoring  anti-
Semitism and issues of separation of church and state in the 
community.  

 Israel Advocacy and Initiatives to strengthen local Jewish      
community ties with Israel. Holocaust Education through the 
Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida to middle and high 
school students in the community.  

 

Overseas  
 Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American      

Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) for full spectrum   
social services to Israel and Jewish communities in 60+         
countries around the world. 

 Partnership 2Gether relationship with the Hadera-Eiron Region 
in Israel. 

 

Local Seniors Services 
 Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facilities  

for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukah and Passover. 
 Seniors & Volunteers Lunch Program. 
 Emerging and pressing needs related to senior housing, health 

and socialization. 
 

Local Case Management Services 
 Non-sectarian, individual and family outreach, information and 

referral services. 
 Individual life coaching and support services. 
 

Local Emergency Services 
 Food Pantry. 
 Emergency financial assistance. 
 Education and aid associated with natural disasters. 
 

Local Community Services 
 Support families of children with special needs. 
 SAT preparatory classes for high school students.  
 Volunteerism. 
 Organizational Collaboration. 
 Assessment and Planning. 
 

Jewish Community Foundation 
 An endowment that ensures the long-term financial base of 

charitable, social and educational programs in our community. 
 Needs-based college scholarships and study scholarships in   

Israel. 
 Projects and programs aimed at Jewish community enrichment.

  

How the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties Serves 

The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign provides the resources to strengthen 
and enrich our Jewish community locally, in Israel and around the world. 

This year please consider making an additional campaign contribution in honor or memory of a loved one.  
Because kindness is contagious, we would like to highlight your generosity in L’CHAYIM and notify personally those whom you honor.  

You may choose how your generosity is noted and how we share your mitzvah with the community.  

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN

The Joseph Horowitz Israel Travel Grant is available 
through the Community Foundation of the Jewish  
Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.  

The grant may be used for travel to Israel to participate  
in programs that are volunteer or educational in nature. 

THIS GRANT is for Jewish 
residents of either county 
who are 25 years old or 
younger and can demon-
strate a financial need. 
Academic standing and 
community involvement 
may also be considered.  

OUR HOPE is that these  
programs will enhance 
Jewish knowledge and 
identity in preparation for 
participation in American 
Jewish life. 

For more information or an application,  
visit our website at JewishFederationLCC.org. 

Thanks to the following supporters of  L’CHAYIM  
for their contribution to help underwrite the cost of  

bringing news of the local, national and international 
Jewish community to your mailbox every month!

REPORTERS:
Ruth Lefberg

SUBSCRIBERS:
Marsha Poster 

Barry & Jay Solomon
Melissa Kramer

The Jewish Federation Board and Staff want to extend a 

Together we CAN  Make a Difference! 

FOOD PANTRY
Temple Beth El 
Temple Judea 
Shalom Life Center 
Mellow Mah Jongg  
Victor Gold 
Jay & Linda Scott 
Karen Whitman 
Boni Raitt 
Amy & Steve Phillips 

The Jewish Federation thanks our 

GENEROUS DONORS 

Arnie Olstein 
Harry Cotton 
Katie Keen 
Karin Fine 
Mindi & Brian Simon 
Claire Goldstein 
Lisa Armstrong 
Shirley Frank 
Phyllis & Bernie Aronson 
Betty & Jim Rubenstein 
Osterman family 

INDIGENT FUND
Shalom Dancers 
Marty & Judy Freling  
Paul & Sylvia Simko 
Sunny & Clive Lubner 

Andi & Gene Sipe 
Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood 
FGCU Jewish Student Organization 

Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO
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The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign provides the resources to strengthen 
and enrich our Jewish community locally, in Israel and around the world. 

This year please consider making an additional campaign contribution in honor or memory of a loved one.  
Because kindness is contagious, we would like to highlight your generosity in L’CHAYIM and notify personally those whom you honor.  

You may choose how your generosity is noted and how we share your mitzvah with the community.  

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN

Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center update
By Susan Suarez, President & CEO

n Susan
    Suarez

Janet G. and Harvey D. Cohen
Education Center& 

Speaker Sponsor

4760 Tamiami Trail North, Suite 7, Naples, FL 34103 Tel: 239-263-9200 • HolocaustMuseumSWFL.org

Thank you for making

TRIUMPH 2019
“There is Life After Hate” a great success!

We are grateful to those who attended this sold-out event, which benefited
the Museum’s Education programs and our mission:

to teach the lessons of the Holocaust to inspire
action against bigotry, hatred and violence.

Special thanks to:
Triumph 2019 Featured Speaker Christian Picciolini for his remarkable 
presentation and the work he is doing to fight bigotry and hatred in our 

country and around the world

Table Sponsors: Major Sponsor: Janet G. Cohen; VIP Brunch Sponsor: Arnold 
and Maureen Lerner; Remembrance Sponsors: Steven and Shelley Einhorn, 

Richard and Rissa Grossman; Testimony Sponsors: Steve and Nina Iser, Arnold 
and Maureen Lerner, Rob and Frances Nossen; Hope Sponsors: Dr. Kenneth 

and Mrs. Felicia Anchor, Herb and Silvie Berkeley, First Florida Integrity Bank, 
Nancy Kaplan, Gracia Kuller, Stuart and Estelle Price, Publix Super Market 

Charities, Stanley and Elizabeth Star, Rich and Michele Yovanovich

Triumph 2019 Committee Members: Hymie Akst, Goldie Bertone, Rosalee 
Bogo, Honorable Reg Buxton, Honorable Sandra Lee Buxton, Maureen Lerner, 
Diane McGinty, Jack Nortman, Estelle Price, Phyllis Strome and Nancy White.

Corporate Sponsors: 

Thanks also to:Grey Oaks Country Club, The Garden District, Jack Black 
Productions, Charlie McDonald Photography, Naples Envelope & Printing, 

Naples Transportation & Tours.

Join us at our new location in Summer 2019! Visit our website for Grand Opening details!

The Museum would like to thank 
everyone involved in our recent 
Triumph 2019 event for making 

the evening such a great success! The 
funds raised will benefit the Museum’s 

education pro-
grams which, with 
your  generous 
support, annually 
reach thousands 
of Southwest Flor-
ida schoolchildren 
and teachers in six 
counties. 

Special thanks 
to our Table Spon-

sors for their generosity: Major Sponsor 
Janet G. Cohen; VIP Brunch Sponsor 
Arnold and Maureen Lerner; Remem-
brance Sponsors Steven and Shelley 
Einhorn, Rissa and Richard Grossman; 
Testimony Sponsors Steve and Nina 
Iser, Arnold and Maureen Lerner, Rob 
and Frances Nossen; Hope Sponsors 
Dr. Kenneth and Mrs. Felicia Anchor, 
Herb and Silvie Berkeley, First Florida 
Integrity Bank, Nancy Kaplan, Gracia 
Kuller, Stuart and Estelle Price, Pub-
lix Super Markets Charities, Stanley 
and Elizabeth Star, Rich and Michele 
Yovanovich.

Thank you to our Triumph 2019 
Corporate Sponsors: Speaker Sponsor 
Baer’s Furniture, Life in Naples maga-
zine, Naples Daily News, PBS General 
Contractors and WGCU Public Media.

Congratulations to the Triumph 
2019 Committee members whose ef-
forts produced such a remarkable event: 
Hymie Akst, Goldie Bertone, Rosalee 
Bogo, Honorable Reg Buxton, Hon-
orable Sandra Lee Buxton, Maureen 
Lerner, Diane McGinty, Jack Nortman, 
Estelle Price, Phyllis Strome and Nancy 
White.

Triumph 2019’s Featured Speaker, 

Christian Picciolini, gave an inspiring 
presentation. He spoke of being radical-
ized by a white nationalist movement 
as a young teenager, and the feeling of 
belonging and worth it gave him. He 
rapidly rose through its ranks into a 
leadership position. As a member of a 
heavy metal band whose lyrics promot-
ed hate and bigotry, he encouraged other 
disaffected youth to follow his path. As 
he began to feel the emptiness of a life 
of hate, he began to question his beliefs 
and lifestyle. Getting to know people 
from groups he had previously hated 
also made him rethink his ideology. As 
he realized the hurt he had caused oth-
ers, he decided to turn his life around 
and make amends. Christian’s mission 
now is to speak out against bigotry and 
hate. As a public speaker and author, he 
suggests an alternate approach to our 
interactions with each other. Instead 
of immediately judging and labeling 
someone, be open to getting to know 
the person underneath the label. Have 
empathy, not hate, for the fellow hu-
man being standing before you. Another 
facet of Christian’s mission is helping 
current hate-group members extricate 
themselves and their families from the 
violent extremist environment in which 
they find themselves. 

The morning after the event, Chris-
tian met with 8th grade students visiting 
the Museum on a field trip. He spoke to 
them after they had gone through our 
current exhibit, “Marching in America: 
Fascists, Nazis and White Nationalists 
in America Past and Present.” Infor-
mation and artifacts from Christian’s 
previous life are included in this exhibit, 
and here he was before them – a former 
violent white supremacist. He spoke 
frankly with them about the bad choices 
he made at their age and how to avoid 
doing what he did. He asked them to 

do what he did not do – put respect for 
someone ahead of hatred for them. This 
conversation will long sit with these stu-
dents, for they saw what hate could do 
and how you can turn your life around 
by making better decisions and valuing 
everyone you meet.

As we await the move this summer 
into our new, larger facility, it is amaz-
ing to realize just how far the Museum 
has come from its first tiny storefront 
location and initial school programs. 
The impact we have had on over 
200,000 students, teachers and visitors 
has proved the accuracy of the com-
munity impact envisioned by those who 
founded the Museum in 2001. When 
we celebrated last month the life and 
work of Founding Member and Cura-
tor Lorie Mayer, this was driven home 

in the comments of guests and family 
attending her service.

One final note: The Museum is 
again a finalist for the designation of 
“Best Museum – Collier County.” The 
category winners of the 2019 Gulfshore 
Life Magazine Annual Readers Survey 
will be announced in its May issue. 
Thank you to all who voted for us. Your 
support and spreading the word about 
the Museum has led to us being listed as 
one of the top-rated, must-see museums 
in Southwest Florida.

For more information on our plans, 
programs, and opportunities to help 
us grow, please contact me at susan@
HolocaustMuseumSWFL.org or call 
239.263.9200. We look forward to see-
ing you before and after we move!

FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.
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This publication is brought to you each month thanks to the support 
of our advertisers. Please be sure to use their products and services, 
and mention that you found them in L’CHAYIM.

This month’s
advertisers

Advanced Physical Therapy.......3
Alliance Financial Group.........19
Hal Arkin, Realtor®..................19
Art of Fashion and Moore........19
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Alan J. Rubinstein, Attorney.....19
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Community Free Synagogue 
events and programs
State Attorney Amira Fox
at CFS April 5
Amira Fox, our new State Attorney 
for the 20th Judicial Circuit of Flori-
da, will address the Community Free 
Synagogue during its Friday evening 
worship service 7:30 p.m. on April 5. 
Ms. Fox, the daughter of Palestinian 
refugees from Jaffe, will speak about 
her formative life experiences and the 
promise that refugees can bring to the 
United States.

The 20th Judicial Circuit of Florida 
covers Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hen-
dry and Lee counties.

Ms. Fox graduated from Ameri-
can University in Washington, D.C., 
in 1987 with degrees in International 
Studies and Economics, and received 
her law degree from The George Wash-
ington University in 1990. Ms. Fox be-

gan her career 
as an Assistant 
State Attorney 
with the 20th 
Judicial Circuit 
in 1990. 

Ms. Fox is 
a member of 
the Fort Myers 
Rotary Club, 
serves on the 

Board of Directors for the Shelter for 
Abused Women and Children, has been 
a Captain and Event Lead for Relay for 
Life for the past several years, and is 
active in numerous other organizations 
in the community. Her husband Mike 
served with the Collier County Sher-
iff’s Office for 30 years, and they have 
four children: Matthew, Kaitlin, Alyssa 
and Drew.

Ms. Fox is a first-generation Amer-
ican. Her parents immigrated to the 
United States and settled in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area where her father 
spent his career as an economist for the 
International Monetary Fund.

Free Community Passover 
Puppet Show and Young People’s 
Seder Luncheon
The Community Free Synagogue, in 
conjunction with the Jewish Federa-
tion of Lee and Charlotte Counties and 
PJ Library, hosts a special Passover 
event on Saturday, April 20. The pro-
gram begins at 
11:30 a.m. with 
a Passover Sock 
Puppet Theater 
presentation of 
the Passover sto-
ry and reenact-
ment of the song 
“Had Gadya,” 
followed by a Seder-style Passover 
luncheon with many of the traditional 
Seder foods, rituals and afikomen gifts 
for every child in attendance.

The program and meal are free and 
open to all children 5-8 years old, their 
parents, grandparents and siblings. 
Reservations are appreciated to help 
in planning the meal. To RSVP, email 
synfree@comcast.net. The event takes 
place in the CFS Community Hall, 
10868 Metro Parkway, Fort Myers.
CFS Holocaust Memorial Gathering 
The Community Free Synagogue will 
conduct its annual Yom Hashoah Eve 
Memorial Service starting at 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, May 1, Follow-
ing the brief but very yet moving 
Zakhor remembrance ceremony will 
be the screening of Conspiracy, the 
dramatic reenactment of the notori-
ous 1942 Wannsee Conference, when 
“The Final Solution” was planned. 
The movie, starring Kevin Branagh 
and Stanley Tucci, shows the bone-
chilling Nazi bureaucracy at its most 
soulless and detached, as it organized 
history’s greatest crime. The public is 
urged to participate in this significant  
gathering.

Holocaust and Genocide 
Week at FGCU

Dr. Paul Bartrop, Director of 
Florida Gulf Coast University’s 
Center for Judaic, Genocide 

and Holocaust Studies, is pleased to 
invite the community to attend the In-
augural Holocaust and Genocide Com-
memoration Week, which will be held 
during the week of April 1-5. 

Four engaging lectures will be pre-
sented across the week as follows. All 
lectures take place from 11:00 a.m. to 
noon in room CC214.

 � Monday, April 1: Jessica Evers from 
FGCU will speak on “The Not-So-
Secret Role of Magneto and the 
Holocaust: An Often Unknown but 
Vital Story”

 � Tuesday, April 2: Professor Elisa 
von Joeden-Forgey from Stockton 
University (New Jersey) will speak 
on “The Genocide of the Yazidis in 
the Middle East” 

 � Thursday, April 4: The Herbert 
Hirsch Memorial Lecture – Profes-
sor Alex Alvarez from Northern 
Arizona University will speak on 
“Nationalism, Identity and Race in 
the Second World War”

 � Friday, April 5: Professor Paul 
Bartrop from FGCU will speak 
on “American Heroes of the Ho-
locaust” 
Courtesy of WGCU, we are also 

privileged to screen an important film 
by highly-regarded travel writer Rick 
Steves, entitled The Story of Fascism in 
Europe. There will be time for discus-
sion following the screening, moderated 
by Dr. Bartrop. Screening times will be:

 � Tuesday April 2, 5:00 to 6.30 p.m., 
room CC214

 � Wednesday April 3, 11:00 am. to 
noon, Mareib Hall 200
Reservations for any of the events 

during the week are not required for 
visitors from outside the university, but 
guests should make sure to call into the 
FGCU Welcome Booth as they enter 
from Ben Hill Griffin Drive in order to 
obtain a free parking permit. FGCU is 
located at 10501 FGCU Blvd. S., Fort 
Myers.

For more information, contact Di-
rector Dr. Paul Bartrop at pbartrop@
fgcu.edu, or Associate Director Jessica 
Evers at jevers@fgcu.edu.

 

Ronny S Taschner  DDS 
Active Member of the American Academy of Periodontology 

 
Jennifer Taschner  DDS  MMSc 

Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology 
 

 
1645 Medical Lane,  Fort Myers, FL 

 
Phone 239-936-0635 

Visit Our Website  www.taschnerperio.com 

 Bus leaves Federation parking lot 
at 8:30 A.M. Bus returns at                
approximately 7:00 P.M. 

 Charter bus, museum admission 
and docent tour included.   

 *Lunch & shopping additional* 

 Your payment reserves your space 

 $47.00 / per person 

 Quick stop at Kosher Kingdom on the 
way home.  

 Door prizes & movie on board 

 Visit: https://jewishfederationlcc.org/
specialevents to purchase tickets or call 
239.481.4449 x4 for more information 

Amira Fox
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Diane Schwartz

Diane Schwartz becomes new president  
of Collier/Lee Chapter of Hadassah
By Arlene Yedid

Dreams of leaving the stress of 
work, schedules and responsi-
bilities lure us to search for the 

paradise for which we long. Though 
reluctant to leave the wonderful life 
they shared in Ocean and Colts Neck, 
New Jersey, Diane and Hank Schwartz 
followed their dreams to their favored 
vacation spot, Naples.

Two years later came Charlottes-
ville, when our Jewish communities 
were filled with anger and fear. Then, 
just months later, the horrific massacre 
in Pittsburgh rocked our lives. As we 
grieved, we were filled with questions 
of why, how and what if. Who could 
ever erase these memories etched in 
us? Some sought to find something  

meaningful to ease their grief. 
In Diane Schwartz’s search, she 

reached out for a sense of unity, turning 
to Hadassah to reaffirm her Jewish com-
mitment. At a local Hadassah luncheon, 
she learned that the chapter was search-
ing for a new president for the coming 
year. To the delight of the Hadassah 
board, Diane volunteered to serve as 
president. Her husband also was sur-
prised with the news, and to her pleased 
amazement, proudly congratulated her. 
He knew of her unwavering love and 
support of Hadassah: serving as chap-
ter president and receiving outstanding 
chapter regional recognition; years on 
the board of the Southern New Jersey 
Region; working with new chapters on 

organizational development; co-
chairing two SWFNJ conferences; 
and appointment to a committee at 
National Hadassah.

Diane began by teaming up 
with Hadassah’s “It’s Magical” ben-
efit co-chairs, Lee Henson and Linda 
Wertheim. How wonderful that Diane, 
a committed Hadassah leader, is part of 
a salute to our chapter’s past presidents 
who have also dedicated themselves to 
the goals and mission of Hadassah. 

Hadassah Medical Organization 
has two world-renowned hospitals an-
nually providing medical relief to one 
million Jews and Arabs. Its doctors are 
dedicated to groundbreaking medical re-
search instrumental in finding treatment 

and hope. What pride 
we Hadassah mem-
bers and leadership 
share in our HMO; 
Youth Aliyah, which 

works with at-risk immigrant Israelis 
by providing counseling and education 
to lead productive lives; our American 
women’s education and health pro-
grams; and our summer camps and other 
enriching youth programs.

The Collier/Lee Chapter of Hadas-
sah salutes our new president, Diane 
Schwartz, for leading us during world-
wide Hadassah’s landmark 106th year 
of serving Israel and the world through 
its dedication to health, education, and 
enriching and saving lives.

“With All My Heart”
A new, six-session JLI course on the Jewish art of prayer and spiritual experience starts May 9.

Deliberately or spontaneously, 
robotically or fervently, vo-
cally or mentally, it is unde-

niable that humans are hardwired to 
pray. Perhaps a glad heart soaring on 
wings of gratitude or a reflexive re-
sponse to tragedy or personal crisis; 
longing for a brighter future or solace 
to a lonely soul; an atheist in a foxhole 
or a card-carrying worshipper travel-
ing a well-oiled highway of religiosity 
to the Creator’s throne room; amid joy 
at a wedding, tears at a funeral, or the 
ancient blast of a ram’s horn on Rosh 
Hashanah: for endless reasons, humans 
pray. 

It is equally indisputable that many 
find the concept of prayer, particularly 
formal prayer, distant and mysterious. 

In our era of high-tech self-absorption, 
prayer services are often seen as bewil-
dering or daunting. The assumed tool 
of prayer, the prayer book, is a closed 
book for the uninitiated, each page in-
spiring further bafflement. Some find 
prayer boring, others confusing, and 
yet others archaic or senseless.

The Rohr Jewish Learning Insti-
tute (JLI) has set for itself the ambi-
tious goal of tackling these challenges 
and restoring prayer, one of the Jew-
ish nation’s most precious and potent 
treasures, to its rightful place: the vi-
brant hearts and inspired minds of Jews 
worldwide.

“With All My Heart” seeks to re-
move the barriers that prevent people 
from enjoying the gifts of meaningful, 

genuine, practical and rewarding com-
munication with their G-d whenever 
they need it most. 

“With All My Heart” reaches out 
to every stratum of our nation and in-
vites people to explore Jewish philo-
sophical analyses and mystical insights 
that offer fresh and thoughtful perspec-
tives on prayer. This six-part course 
provides multiple entry points for 
participants of every knowledge level 
and affiliation. It accepts the heaviest 
challenges leveled against the concept 
and standardization of prayer, and re-
sponds with wisdom that causes the art 
of prayer to become more accessible, 
personalized and profound.
Sessions include:

 � Lesson One: The Point and Per-

sonalization of Prayer 
 � Lesson Two: Praying for Practical 

Results 
 � Lesson Three: A Ladder to Heav-

en: The Structure and Function of 
the Prayer Book 

 � Lesson Four: The Shema: Reach-
ing Beyond Creation 

 � Lesson Five: The Amidah: Synthe-
sizing Divinity and Materiality 

 � Lesson Six: It Takes a Village: The 
Dynamics of Communal Prayer 
The course takes place at Chabad 

Lubavitch of SWFL, 5620 Winkler 
Road, Fort Myers. 

For more information or to sign up 
for the course, please visit www.myjli.
com, call 239.433.7708 or email rabbi 
@chabadswf.org.
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SOUTHWEST	FLORIDA	JEWISH	PIONEERS	Film		
and	TIMELINE	OF	SWFL	JEWISH	HISTORY	presentation	

	 	

The	Jewish	Historical	Society	of	SWFL	
8805	Tamiami	Trail	North,	Suite	#	255,	

Naples,	FL	34108	
833-JHS-SWFL	(833-547-7935)		

email:	office@jhsswf.org	
www.jhsswf.org	 	

Thank	you	for	your	generosity	and	support	of	The	Jewish	Historical	Society	of	SW	Florida,	Inc.,	a	
501	(c)(3)	organization	established	April	2010.		Tax	ID	27-2494562.		All	contributions	are	tax-

deductible	to	the	extent	allowed	by	law.	

	
Colonel	Abraham	Myers	

	
Marion	Twiggs	Myers	

	
Lee	Ratner	

	

	
The	Rosen	Brothers	2nd	and	3rd	

from	the	left	

	

	
William	(Bill)	Lipman	

	

	
Richard	Segalman	

The Timeline of SWFL Jewish History  
presented by 

The Jewish Historical Society of Southwest Florida 
This presentation will include an overview of Jewish impact on the area from 1840 

through present and a premiere of a documentary short from  
The Society’s TELLY Awards winning film series “Southwest Florida Jewish 

Pioneers” about former Sanibel Island’s Chief of Police,  
Richard Plager, who is expected to attend. 

Sunday April 14 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlotte Counties, 9701 Commerce Center Ct, Fort Myers, FL 33908 

This is a free community-wide event. Light snacks will be offered. 
	

Register	by	email:	office@jhsswf.org	or	online	
https://www.jhsswf.org/swfl-jewish-masterclasses		

_____ My check for $________ is enclosed, or
____ I will pay by credit card. Type of credit card  __________

Cardholder’s name if different than above:
______________________________________________________

Card # _______________________________________________
3 or 4 digit code ________   Expiration Date ____________

3 

______  Total number of adults in your party @ $45 ea.
______  Total number of children in your party @ $20 ea.
______  Total number of non-members in your party @ $50 ea.

Adults $45 each, Children 5-12 $20 each
Non-temple members $50 each

Name_____________________________ Phone________________

Billing Address________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

Email Address_________________________________________

Temple Beth El Sisterhood
16225 Winkler Rd. Fort Myers FL 33908

Checks payable to Temple Beth El Sisterhood

Your non-refundable payment is your reservation.

11481 Grande Oak Blvd. Estero, Florida

10,000 and counting
By Barbara Gribin

As of February 25, 2019, Cy-
cle Forward has delivered 
over 10,000 sanitary products 

across Lee County including 10 food 
banks, Planned Parenthood and the Co-
alition for the Homeless. How did this 
all begin? 

Last August, I read an article in 
the Chicago Tribune about a 16-year-
old Jewish girl, Sophie Draluck from 
Highland Park, Illinois, who started a 
project called Cycle Forward. The or-
ganization was formed after Sophie 
learned of the direct link between the 
lack of access to menstrual hygiene 
products among teenage girls and 
school absenteeism. She created Cycle 
Forward to supply sanitary products to 
the neediest teens and women in the 
Chicago area and was named a Person 
of the Year for her innovative philan-
thropic concept. 

Knowing that women must face 
similar needs right here in our own 
community, I immediately called her 
and asked if we could join her mission 
in Lee County. 

We started collecting tampons and 
sanitary pads through family, friends 
and word of mouth. Both Temple Beth 
El’s Sisterhood and Mitzvah commit-
tee, as well as Jodi Cohen through the 
Federation Food Pantry, have been 
instrumental in making this happen. 
With the help of dedicated community 
members Laurie Morris and Suzanne 
Orkin, we visit all 12 distribution sites 
monthly.

Jewish geography also led to a 
meaningful connection. Recognizing 
Sophie’s last name during our first 
phone call, we asked if she was related 
to another family who lived in Brook-
lyn. Of course, it turns out that her 
great-grandmother played mah jongg 
in the Catskill Mountains with my hus-
band Doug’s mother many years ago! 
We know our meeting was beshert. 

We welcome donations of cash and 
menstrual supplies, and would greatly 
appreciate your help. For more infor-
mation, please visit cycleforwardnow.
org, or contact me at 239.940.9404 or 
barbarasg234@gmail.com.

SNOWBIRDS, 
newspapers don’t fly… 
however, your address will! 

      Going North? 
         

Don’t forget to contact us with      
your change of address  to             

continue receiving L’CHAYIM. 

 

Send address changes to: 
loriramos@jfedlcc.org 

or call: 239.481.4449 ext-5 
 

      Safe Travels 
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Stars of David
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to 
be Jewish for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish 
have at least one Jewish parent and were not raised in a faith other than  
Judaism – and don’t identify with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts 
to Judaism, of course, are also identified as Jewish.

Nate Bloom (see column at left) has become a family history expert in 10 
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help 
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a 
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start 
with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:
Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number. 
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that 
goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible. 
The first search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also,  
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate 
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out 
great for them. So contact him about this as well.

Interested in Your  
Family’s History?

Game of Thrones Mania
This month’s top TV event will be the 
return, Sunday, April 14, of HBO’s 
Game of Thrones (GOT) for its six-
episode, 8th and final season. The se-
ries’ creators DAVID BENIOFF and 
D.B. WEISS, both 48, who have often 
written past season GOT episodes, are 
the credited writers for all but the first 
episode of the final season. They also 
co-directed the sixth and final episode. 
MIGUEL SAPOCHNIK, 38, directed 
episodes 3 and 5. Sapochnik is an Eng-
lish Jew of Argentine Jewish ancestry. 
In the show’s first seven seasons, he 
directed four GOT episodes, includ-
ing the great “Hardhome” episode in 
season 5 and the stupendous “Battle 
of the Bastards” episode in season 6 
(for which he won the Emmy for best 
director). His wife of 13 years is actress 
ALEXIS RABEN, 38, a Russian Jew 
who grew up in America. She now has 
a recurring role as “Rohm” on the SyFy 
cable series Krypton. 

The two Jewish actors in the GOT 
cast I know of are PAUL KAYE, 54, 
and ANTON LESSER, 67. Kaye’s 
character, Thoros of Myr, a priest with 
“Brotherhood of Bandits,” died fighting 
the dead “north of the Wall” last season. 
Lesser plays the evil Qyburn, an ally of 
Queen Cersei. 

If you are a Game of Thrones 
fan, you’ll love “Game of Thrones 
Cast Funny Commercials” – a video 
of that name is posted on YouTube. 
Several (real) ads for the Israeli com-
pany SodaStream feature the Icelandic 
actor who plays “The Mountain.” An-

other SodaStream ad co-stars MAYIM  
BIALIK, 43, and the GOT character 
Hodor. All the ads are real, except the 
first and the last. They are parody ads 
lifted from a comedy site.
New TV/Streaming
Starting Wednesday, March 27 on FX 
is What We Do in the Shadows, a semi-
comic series that follows three vampire 
roommates living in New York City. 
BEANIE FELDSTEIN, 25, the sister 
of JONAH HILL, 35, has a recurring 
role. The series is based on a 2014 indie 
hit film of the same name directed by 
and co-written by TAIKA WAITITI, 
43. He co-produces the TV series, too. 
From New Zealand, Waititi’s father 
is native Polynesian (Maori) and his 
mother is Jewish. He had a blockbuster 
hit with Thor Ragnarok (2017) and 
has just about completed Jojo Rabbit,  
a film with an anti-Nazi theme. SCAR-
LETT JOHANSSON, 34, co-stars. 

No Good Nick, a sit-com, starts on 
Netflix on Friday, April 15. Nicole, aka 
Nick, is a 13-year-old girl who infiltrates 
a family with the intention of getting 
revenge for them unintentionally ruining 
her life. As she gets to know and like 
them, she struggles with whether she’ll 
go through with her plan. The series was 
co-created and produced by DAVID H. 
STEINBERG, 49. He has written and/
or produced many comedies. The co-
stars include two persons with odd Jew-
ish backgrounds: Sean Astin, 48, and  
KALAMA EPSTEIN, 19. Astin, the 
son of the late Patty Duke, found out as 
an adult that his biological father was 
Jewish. He thought actor John Astin, his 

legal father, was his biological father. At 
last report, he was on good terms with 
both guys. Epstein, who was born and 
raised in Hawaii, has a Jewish father. 
His mother, who isn’t Jewish, has some 
native Hawaiian royal ancestors. 

The Red Line will start on CBS on 
Sunday, April 28. It’s a drama about 
a white cop in Chicago who mistak-
enly shoots and kills a black doctor. 
It follows three different families with 
connections to the case, and the story 
is told from each perspective. NOAH 
WYLE, 47, of ER fame, stars as 
Daniel Calder, the gay husband of the  
African-American doctor who was 
killed. Wyle, whose father was Jewish, 
is secular. One of the three families is 
Calder and his African-American young 
daughter. There’s also the family of the 
birth mother of Calder’s child, and the 

police officer’s extended family.
Movies: Briefly
Opening on Friday, March 29 is Beach 
Bum, a comedy about a rebellious 
stoner (Matthew McConaughey). ISLA 
FISHER, 43, co-stars. The director is 
HARMONY KORINE, 45, who has 
made good documentaries and features 
(Spring Breakers). Opening Friday, 
April 12 is After. SELMA BLAIR, 46, 
who recently disclosed she is battling 
MS, plays the mother of a college stu-
dent who is involved in a hot romance 
with a “bad boy.” Opening Friday, April 
19 is Silver Lake, a modern film noir. 
ANDREW GARFIELD, 35, stars as 
a guy who uncovers a big conspiracy 
when a woman he sees swimming in his 
apartment building’s pool mysteriously 
disappears.

26455 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34134

TRUE HOSPITALITY 
Unparalleled Service
EXTRAORDINARY CARE

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY SUPPORT • SKILLED NURSING/REHAB

Aspire to retire beautifully at The Terraces at Bonita Springs

At The Terraces at Bonita Springs, retirement 
means many things—all of them exceptional. 
Every service, activity and amenity available 
to you is thoughtfully planned and graciously 
provided. Each associate works to serve you in 
seen and unseen ways every day, and our worry-
free lifestyle enables you to enjoy all the comforts 
of home without the worry of home maintenance.

Assisted Living Facility #12385 COA #08075 LJF 

IER NF D T LE Y

P

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Call 239-494-5610
or go to TheTerracesInfo.com
to get your Free Info Kit.
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No justice in the People’s Court
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

Exactly 85 years ago this month, 
on April 24, 1934, Nazi Ger-
many’s People’s Court (Volks-

gerichtshof) was established. Adolf 
Hitler had earlier ordered its formation, 
in line with the Enabling Act of 1933 
that gave him a warrant to establish his 
dictatorship.

The intention 
was that the People’s 
Court would operate 
outside of the exist-
ing court system and 
constitution, and it 
had jurisdiction over 
a broad range of po-
litical offences. In 
addition, it was given 

exclusive control over such offences 
as Conspiracy to High Treason, State 
Treason, Listening to Enemy Radio 
Broadcasts (from 1939), Criminal Mal-
ice, Sedition and Defeatism, and Aiding 
the Enemy (from mid-1941).

The notion of “political crimes” 
ranged from minor offences – from 
trading on the black market, work 
slowdowns, criticizing Hitler or the 
government, or protesting about work 
conditions – through to defeatism, espi-
onage and sabotage, and treason against 
the Third Reich. These offences were 
viewed by the court as being “incapable 
of a defense,” and were accordingly 
punished severely.

The court decided the extent of 
evidence to consider, and defense at-
torneys could not question the charges. 

Defendants were unable to represent 
themselves or consult their own at-
torney.

A case brought before the People’s 
Court would follow an initial indict-
ment in which a state or city prosecutor 
would forward the names of the ac-
cused to the court for charges that were 
considered to be of a political nature. 
Defendants were rarely permitted to 
speak to their attorneys beforehand, 
and when they did, the defense lawyer 
would usually simply answer ques-
tions about how the trial would pro-
ceed and refrain from giving any legal  
advice.

Proceedings began when the ac-
cused was led into the dock under 
armed police escort. The presiding judge 
would read the charges and then call 
the accused forward for “examination.” 
Although the court had a prosecutor, it 
was usually the judge who asked the 
questions. 

Defendants were often harangued 
during the examination and were never 
allowed to respond. After a barrage of 
insults and condemnation, the order 
“examination concluded” would be 
given. The defendant was not permitted 
to choose defense counsel, who had to 
be a lawyer approved by the chairman 
of the Senate. 

Defenders and defendants were of-
ten given only a day (sometimes only a 
few hours) notice before the trial. Often 
the lawyer and the accused did not know 
each other beforehand, nor could they 

contact each other before the hearing. 
After examination, the defense 

attorneys would be asked if they had 
any statements or questions. The judge 
would then ask the defendants for a 
statement during which time more in-
sults would be shouted at the accused. 
The verdict, which was almost always 
“guilty,” would then be announced and 
the sentence handed down at the same 
time. In all, an appearance before the 
People’s Court could take as little as 
15 minutes. 

The death penalty was meted out 
in numerous cases. There was no pos-
sibility of appeal, and verdicts could be 
carried out immediately.

The Nazi courts did not employ 
standard legal procedures or principles 
such as the presumption of innocence, 
trial by peers, or the right to cross-exam-
ine witnesses. Appointed by Adolf Hit-
ler, judges in the People’s Courts were 
expected to be politically reliable. One 
man alone often acted as judge and jury.

The conduct of the Nazi courts 
worsened after the outbreak of World 
War II. The number of death sentences 
increased dramatically. In 1936, eleven 
death sentences were issued; the year 
1943 saw a total of 1,662 executions, 
about half of which were indictments 
from the People’s Court. In 1945, ap-
proximately 5,200 death sentences were 
carried out, imposed for offenses such 
as “disseminating news intercepted on 
radio,” derogatory remarks about Hit-
ler, or doubts about the so-called “final 
victory.”

The two notorious judges who 
shaped the People’s Court were Otto 
Georg Thierack, who presided from 
May 1, 1936, to August 19, 1942; and 
Roland Freisler, who presided from 
August 20, 1942, to February 3, 1945.

After the German defeat at Stalin-

grad during the winter of 1942-1943, the 
People’s Court became far more ruthless 
and hardly anyone brought before the 
tribunal escaped a guilty verdict.

Some hearings were very rapid. 
An example of this was the treatment 
of the “White Rose” members. On 
February 18, 1943, this group of Mu-
nich University students was caught 
distributing anti-war leaflets. On Febru-
ary 22, 1943, three of the White Rose 
group – Sophie Scholl, her brother Hans 
and Christoph Probst – were tried and 
found guilty in less than an hour. The 
three were guillotined just six hours  
after their arrest.

Many of those found guilty by the 
Court were executed in Plötzensee Pris-
on in Berlin. The president of the court 
often acted as prosecutor, denounc-
ing defendants, then pronouncing his 
verdict and sentence without objection 
from defense counsel, who usually re-
mained silent throughout. Being hauled 
before the Court by this stage was tan-
tamount to a death sentence.

On February 3, 1945, the Court’s 
President, Roland Freisler, was killed 
owing to a near-direct hit on the court 
building from U.S. Air Force bombers. 
His body was reportedly found crushed 
beneath a fallen masonry column, 
clutching the files that he had tried to 
retrieve.

It is worthy of note that only one 
member of the People’s Court hierarchy 
was prosecuted after the war – a salutary 
observation that sometimes Justice isn’t 
all that blind, and that we must always 
be on our guard to see that she remains 
impartial at all times.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of History 
and the Dir. of the Center for Judaic, 
Holocaust, and Genocide Studies at 
Florida Gulf Coast University. He can 
be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.edu.

By Trudy Barch

Yom Hashoah and the 
Pages of Testimony

As we all know, by the end of 
World War II, the Nazis had 
taken the lives of six million 

Jews. Millions of our brethren were 
murdered without a trace during the 
Shoah. It is incumbent upon us to re-
member them. If we do not take action, 
their legacies will be lost to us forever.

Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Martyrs 
and Heroes Remembrance Day, is a na-
tional day of commemoration in Israel, 
on which the six million Jews mur-
dered in the Holocaust are memorial-
ized. It is a solemn day on the 27th of 
the month of Nisan (usually in May). 
In recent years, Jewish communities 
have adopted Yom Hashoah to mark 
their own day of memorial for the vic-
tims of the Holocaust.

Yad Vashem is a Memorial Author-
ity in Jerusalem to commemorate the 
six million Jewish people who died a 
martyr’s death at the hands of the Na-
zis. “And to them will I give in my 
house and within my walls a memorial 
and a name (Yad Vashem)…that shall 
not be cut off.” (Isaiah 56:5)

As the Jewish people’s living me-
morial to the Holocaust, Yad Vashem 
safeguards the memory of the past, and 
impacts its meaning for future gen-
erations. Since 1955, Yad Vashem has 
been fulfilling its mandate to preserve 
the memory of the six million Jews 
murdered during the Holocaust. It is 
the world’s center for documentation, 
research, education and commemo-
ration of the Holocaust. Yad Vashem 
is today a dynamic and vital place of 

intergenerational and international en-
counter.

Through Pages of Testimony we 
record their names – the ultimate rep-
resentation of their identities, thereby 
realizing our moral imperative to re-
member every single victim as a hu-
man being, and not merely a number. 
The Central Database of Shoah Vic-
tims’ Names currently contains 4.5 
million names.

Yad Vashem is issuing an urgent 
call to Jewish families and communi-
ties to recover their names. Unless we 
assume responsibility for completing 
this vital mission, the names and life 
stories of millions of victims will re-
main unknown. Some of them may be 
lost to us forever.

Let no holocaust victim be forgot-
ten. Pages of Testimony commemorate 
Jews who were murdered during the 
Holocaust or in the months following 
the liberation of the camps. Each page 
records the victim’s full name, date 
and place of birth, place of residence 
before the war, profession, parents’ 
and spouse’s names and circumstances 
of death, as well as a photograph when 
available. The pages are completed 
and sorted for eternity in Yad Vashem’s 
Hall of Names as a public commemo-
ration for the Jewish people and all of 
mankind. The database will accept any 
information that you have – even if it is 
only a name. If you have a photograph 
of a victim, please attach it to the Page 
of Testimony. For more information, 
visit www.yadvashem.org.
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No justice in the People’s Court

 Phil  
   Jason

Book review by Philip K. Jason, Special to L’CHAYIM
New light shined on old age

Barren Island, by Carol Zoref.  
New Issues Press. 428 pages. 

Hardcover $26.00.

This book should be on the desk of 
every geriatric specialist, senior 
living facility staff member, and 

senior citizen caretaker. Most senior 
citizens will also 
benefit from its 
wisdom, compas-
sion and sensible 
guidelines for suc-
cessful living at 
an advanced age. 
Carefully orga-
nized into four eas-
ily digested parts, 
each containing 
two complemen-

tary chapters, Dr. Marc Argonin’s book 
is nothing less than a manual for mov-
ing beyond the negative connotations 
of aging. 

“We must learn,” he writes, “how 
to age in a creative manner that is both 
the antidote to feeling old and the elixir 
of aging well.” It is a philosophy aimed 
not at recapturing youth, but rather 
exploiting the gifts of advanced age. 
Dr. Agronin is an accomplished writer 
whose experience and empathy gener-
ate positive vibes as well as practical 
planning advice.

One of Dr. Agronin’s key points 
concerns the accumulated wisdom of 
the elderly. He offers many examples, 
stories of patients and others, of how this 
wisdom has value not only for others, 
but as a resource for the person going 
through the aging process. He articu-
lates five categories of behavior, vividly 
defined and exemplified, to explore the 
growth and use of an individual’s wis-

understand how fear and 
loathing can be transformed 
into celebration. Indeed, 
even celebrations with new 
rituals and the refinement/
renewal of habitual ones.

Aging well requires 
creativity, and Dr. Agronin 
pursues this important 
ingredient in the chapter 
“Renewal, Reinvention and Creative 
Aging.” Once again, the author designs 
a conceptual frame, in this case an “ac-

tion plan” that leads 
to performance and 
accomplishment. Its 
steps, each clearly 
articulated and exem-
plified, are reserve, 
resilience, reinven-
tion, legacy and cel-
ebra t ion.  Sample 
charts and grids help 
readers to get started 
on the path to build-
ing and maintaining 
an aging process that 
will “bring the best 
possible experience 

and outcome.”
Bolstered by the findings of other 

professionals in the field, Dr. Agronin 
provides well-tested roadmaps for suc-

The End of Old Age: Living a Longer, 
More Purposeful Life, 

by Dr. Marc E. Agronin. Da Capo 
Press. 227 pages. Hardcover $27.00.

dom in old age. These are savant, sage, 
curator, creator and seer.

Though the categories overlap 
somewhat, they are useful concepts. 
They are not meant to pigeonhole 
people, but to find the ways in which 
aging is useful, to counter the customary 
“dread and denigration” of aging, and to 
build new habits of identity. Dr. Agronin 
calls these categories the five jewels in 
the crown of wisdom.

In a later chapter, Dr. Agronin de-
fines a concept he calls “age points,” 
which are periods of 
adversity, struggle or 
despondency along the 
aging journey. Age points 
threaten our ability to 
cope. The author guides 
readers through a series 
of stages to work through 
the trauma of an age 
point. First is recognizing 
the precipitating event, 
after which comes a sense 
of “suspension” – of not 
being able to respond to a 
crisis productively. Next 
comes a multi-faceted 
evaluation of how to “reconcile the 
gap between what we have and what 
we need.” Finally, comes the action of 
resolution and forward movement, usu-
ally attached to an altered perspective 
and sense of positivism. 

Further chapters reveal and illus-
trate similar tools. Each is filled with 
carefully crafted case studies that are as 
uplifting as they are informative. Read-
ers will recognize themselves, their par-
ents and their friends in these vignettes. 
They will see how others have pushed 
away the blocks that stand in the way, it 
seems, of a fruitful, worthwhile passage 
through life’s final decades. They will 

cessful years and decades 
of aging. He is a fine styl-
ist whose thoughtfulness, 
clinical experience and 
caring nature will give 
readers confidence in new, 
attractive possibilities for 
their aging selves. But there 
is much work to be done!

Marc E. Agronin, MD, 
a summa cum laude graduate of Har-
vard University and the Yale School 
of Medicine, is a board-certified adult 
and geriatric psychiatrist. Since 1999 
he has served as the director of mental 
health services, clinical research and the 
outpatient memory center at Miami Jew-
ish Health (MJH), Florida’s largest not-
for-profit long-term care provider. He 
has published essays in The New York  
Times and Scientific American Mind, 
and writes regularly on aging and retire-
ment issues for The Wall Street Journal. 
The End of Aging is his ninth book. 
Philip K. Jason is Professor Emeri-
tus of English from the United States 
Naval Academy. He reviews regularly 
for Florida Weekly, Washington Inde-
pendent Review of Books, Southern 
Literary Review, other publications and 
the Jewish Book Council. Please visit 
Phil’s website at www.philjason.word 
press.com.

Dr. Marc Agronin
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Okay, I say the word “Tuscany” 
and you say the first thing that 
comes to your mind. Pizza? 

Spaghetti Bolognese? Fact is, Tuscany 
is a wine region everybody loves, or 
knows about, or has heard of, at least. 

And for most 
of us, the first 
warm fuzzy we 
get from Tus-
can wines is, of 
course, Chianti, 
then maybe the 
high-end Su-
per Tuscans like 
Sassacaia and 
others.

But what if we went to those other 
places, somewhere south and west of 
Siena. What would we find? 

Well, we’d delightfully discover 
areas with names perhaps not as famil-
iar as Chianti Classico, but they’re well 
worth seeking out and sampling. Here 
are a few hints…

Morellino di Scansano lies well 
south of Siena and they call the San-
giovese grape Morellino. It’s generally 
blended with traditional Tuscan vari-
etals like Canaiolo, but also with more 
international grapes including Caber-
net and Merlot. Many of the wines are 
approachable when young, but this re-
gion also produces bold blends that can 
age for years.

Montecucco is located near Mon-
talcino, due south of Siena, near the 
coast. The climate allows the culti-
vation of robust, yet nicely-nuanced 
Sangiovese grapes. Depending on the 
designation, the wines must contain at 
least 60% Sangiovese. Great with tra-
ditional Italian cuisine.

Discover Carmignano as you 
drive west from Florence on your way 
to Pisa. Though you can expect to find 
the traditional varietals such as Sangio-

Simon & Garfunkel: Nice Jewish boys who made good!
By Arlene Stolnitz

Back in the ’60s, following the 
assassinations of Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Robert Kennedy, 

and the escalation of the war in Viet-
nam, Simon & Garfunkel came up with 
a hit song that expressed the despair 
that was prevalent in our country. The 
song, “America,” was a metaphor for 

“America’s sense 
of restlessness 
and confusion,” 
according to Roll-
ing Stone maga-
zine. In a 2014 
poll of Rolling 
Stone readers, it 
was voted one of 
the duo’s greatest 
songs.

Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel, one 
of the bestselling music combos of the 
’60s, were friends from grade school 
and from their teenage years in Forest 
Hills, Queens. Musically talented, with 
Paul as songwriter and Art as singer and 
musical arranger, in their early career 
they called themselves Tom and Jerry 
(Tom Landis and Jerry Graph), fearing 
their given names sounded too Jewish. 
Later, they used their own names, Simon 
& Garfunkel, and became famous for 
their legendary songs “The Sound of 
Silence,” “Scarborough Fair,” “Mrs. 
Robinson,” “Bridge Over Troubled 
Water” and many others.

Paul and Art were born in 1941, 
just a month apart. They met in a grade-
school play. Garfunkel had already been 
singing in synagogue, where his soulful 
renditions of the prayers drew standing-
room-only crowds. In junior high they 
started working together, modeling 
their music after their idols, the Everly 
Brothers. As 16-year-olds, they cut their 
first record, which came out (coinciden-
tally) during the birth of rock and roll. It 

caused a sensation with their demo song 
“Hey Schoolgirl,” eventually selling 
150,000 copies.

Art’s 2018 book, What Is It All but 
Luminous, tells of his life before, during 
and after Simon & Garfunkel and the 
folk-rock music that was their ground-
breaking sound. He writes about grow-
ing up in the ’40s and ’50s, the son of a 
traveling salesman, and a lower middle-
class Jewish boy from Kew Gardens, 
Queens. His partner, Paul, was born in 
Newark, New Jersey, later moving to 
Queens. Paul’s parents were Hungarian 
Jews. His father was a college professor 
and dance band leader who went under 
the name Lee Sims. His mother was 
an elementary school teacher. Paul’s 
childhood has been described as a 
“stereotypical Jewish upbringing” with 
interests mainly in baseball and music, 
influenced primarily by his parents.

Their career as a duo lasted from 
1964 through 1970 and has had many 
ups and downs since their partnership 
dissolved in 1970 at the height of their 
popularity. Art describes the conflict 
of the rivalry between them, and the 
brotherly love that characterizes their 
relationship. Speaking candidly about 
his relationship with Paul, Art states, 
“We are indescribable; it’s an ingrown 
deep friendship.” Through the years, 
they’ve attempted to work together on 
occasion with several highly-anticipated 
and well-received concerts, only to 
realize they are better off working  
solo. 

In his book, Art states, “For two-
thirds of a century his (Paul’s) arm has 
been around my shoulder. He dazzled 
me with gifts. I nurtured him in his 
youth. He brought me into prominence. 
I taught him to sing. He connected my 
voice to the world. I made us stand 
tall. All of our personal belongings 

are intertwined. We say it’s exhaust-
ing to compete, but we shine for each  
other.”

According to an article in Moment 
magazine, “Despite their solo careers, 
they will remain conjoined to the very 
end. …their recent joke, asking each 
other who will write whose eulogy.” 
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sarasota 
Jewish Chorale, has sung in choral 

groups for over 25 years. A retired edu-
cator, she is a graduate of the Gulf Coast 
Community Leadership Foundation. A 
member of the Jewish Congregation 
of Venice, the Venice Chorale and the 
Sarasota Jewish Chorale, her interest 
in choral music has led to this series 
of articles on Jewish Folk Music in the 
Diaspora.
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Undiscovered Tuscany
By The Wine Whisperer

 Jerry  
    Greenfield

Okay, I say the word “Tuscany” 
and you say the first thing that 
comes to your mind. Pizza? 

Spaghetti Bolognese? Fact is, Tuscany 
is a wine region everybody loves, or 
knows about, or has heard of, at least. 

And for most 
of us, the first 
warm fuzzy we 
get from Tus-
can wines is, of 
course, Chianti, 
then maybe the 
high-end Su-
per Tuscans like 
Sassacaia and 
others.

But what if we went to those other 
places, somewhere south and west of 
Siena. What would we find? 

Well, we’d delightfully discover 
areas with names perhaps not as famil-
iar as Chianti Classico, but they’re well 
worth seeking out and sampling. Here 
are a few hints…

Morellino di Scansano lies well 
south of Siena and they call the San-
giovese grape Morellino. It’s generally 
blended with traditional Tuscan vari-
etals like Canaiolo, but also with more 
international grapes including Caber-
net and Merlot. Many of the wines are 
approachable when young, but this re-
gion also produces bold blends that can 
age for years.

Montecucco is located near Mon-
talcino, due south of Siena, near the 
coast. The climate allows the culti-
vation of robust, yet nicely-nuanced 
Sangiovese grapes. Depending on the 
designation, the wines must contain at 
least 60% Sangiovese. Great with tra-
ditional Italian cuisine.

Discover Carmignano as you 
drive west from Florence on your way 
to Pisa. Though you can expect to find 
the traditional varietals such as Sangio-

vese, Canaiolo and Malvasia, regional 
rules require at least 10% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, which is a bit unusual, and 
yields wines that are somewhat more 
tannic (and thus more ageworthy) 
than traditional Chianti. Also, look for 
a wine called Barco Reale, which is 
lighter and more approachable when 
young.

As I’ve mentioned in the past, It-
aly is the only country where wine is 
grown in every single region. So why 
don’t we discover Italian varietals from 
several other areas in the country…and 
in other (perhaps unlikely) places as 
well.

Castello d’Albola Chianti Clas-
sico Riserva 2013 ($30) – Just outside 
of Siena, this vineyard is said to be the 
highest in the region, which imparts 
elegant acidity and well-structured 
tannins to the wines. This example is 
extremely complex, with aromas of 
ripe berries, leather and flowers. The 
explosive flavors include black rasp-
berry and cherry, along with subtle 
herbal notes, spices, tobacco and very 
well-integrated tannins. 95% Sangio-
vese and 5% Canaiolo. The vineyard is 
sustainably-certified. WW 95

Nervi Gattinara Piemonte 2013 
($30) – This Nebbiolo from northern 
Italy is quite rich, overflowing with 
juicy (and very Old World) flavors of 
licorice, tobacco, strawberry and cher-
ry. The tannins are a bit gripping, so a 
decanter or aerator is a very good idea. 
The finish goes on and on. WW 93

Rocca di Montemassi Le Focaie 
Sangiovese Maremma ($15) – The 
word “focaie” means “flint” in Italian, 
and the vineyards are located on rocky 
coastal soils. There is an explosive note 
of violets on the nose, along with sub-
tle cherry and berry aromas. The main 
flavor on the palate is bright vibrant 
cherry, with graceful tannins and a soft 

finish. WW 89-90
Cantina Andrian Bocado Ver-

natsch Alto Adige 2016 ($19) – The 
word “vernatsch” should give you a 
clue that this winery is located way 
up north, close to the German border. 
The wine is made from the Schiava 
grape, called Vernatsch in German. I 
researched it before sampling the wine, 
and everything I read said it smells and 
tastes like cotton candy. Well, maybe…
but only a little. It tends more toward 
strawberry and hints of pink sugar but 
is made in a relatively dry style – not as 
sweet as it sounds. Interesting and well 
worth a try. WW 88
Ask the Wine Whisperer
We know that fermentation happens 
when yeast transforms sugar into alco-

hol. And we know that alcohol content 
is listed in percentages. But how much 
sugar does it take to make (for exam-
ple) 1% of alcohol in wine? Marcelle 
A., Port St. Lucie

The process of fermentation is not 
completely understood, even to this 
day. But from a chemistry standpoint, 
it takes 17 grams of sugar to produce 
1% of alcohol. So a wine with, say, 
13% alcohol content started out with 
around 8 ounces of sugar.
Jerry Greenfield is The Wine Whis-
perer. He is Wine Director of the inter-
national Direct Cellars wine club. His 
new book, Ask the Wine Whisperer, 
has just been published. Read his other 
writings at www.winewhisperer.com.

Send an email to amypadilla@jfedlcc.org 
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Have an item you’d like to share? 
Need to reach the editor of 
L’CHAYIM? Send an email to  

LChayim36@gmail.com.

From the Board & Staff 
of the Jewish Federation of 
Lee & Charlotte Counties 

Israeli-style Charoset –  
recipe by Chef Dalia

Personal Chef Dalia Hemed  
can be reached at  

daliahemed@msn.com.

I am so excited by this time of the 
year, when tradition is making me 
crave delicious seasonal recipes 
and sweet memories. This year on 

Friday night, April 19, Jewish families 
around the world will sit down for the 
Passover Seder. Three or four hours 
later, they’ll actually start to eat. But 
before the main meal (shulchan orech), 
and after the telling of the story of the 
exodus from Egypt (magid), the first real 
taste of food will be a sandwich (corach) 
made out of bitter herbs (maror), matzo 
and charoset –one of the essential sym-
bolic foods eaten at the Passover Seder. 

What is charoset, anyway? It is a 
sweet blend of fruit and walnuts mixed 
together with some honey, sweet spices 
and, of course, some wine!

Charoset signifies the mortar the 
Jews used to build the pyramids for Pha-
raoh and to remind us of those rougher 
times…but in a delicious way. If you 
think charoset is just something to eat 
with matzo and bitter herbs while you 
wait for the Seder’s festive meal, think 
again. The stuff makes a terrific condi-
ment throughout Pesach. If you’ve got 
leftovers, try it plain or as a matzo topper 
for breakfast or a snack. But don’t stop 
there. It’s great on grilled chicken or 
fish, served as a cheese accompaniment 
or stirred into yogurt.

If this is the first time you’re hear-
ing the word “Charoset”, here is a short 
recap:

I love charoset’s sweet taste, but the 
coolest thing about charoset that speaks 
to me the most is that there is a story 
behind every charoset recipe. There are 
endless different recipes, all depending 
on its origin. And many of its ingredients 
have a special symbolic meaning.

While some traditions call for 
apples as a mandatory ingredient, other 
traditions call for 40 (!!!) different ingre-
dients (symbolizing the 40 years of wan-
dering in the desert). Apples, grapes, 
figs, pomegranate, dates, dried fruits, 
nuts, honey, cinnamon, wine, coconut 
and even saffron (!) are all examples of 
charoset ingredients.

I was looking for an authentic, 
Israeli-style charoset to grace your 
Seder table, and I have created my own 
version of date charoset. It is not that I 
recently discovered it. In fact, my sweet 
memories with this specific charoset go 
way back to my childhood years during 
Passover in Israel. 

Charoset recipes tend to vary de-
pending on what region you come 
from. Ashkenazi charoset, which is the 
charoset most American Jews are famil-
iar with, is usually made as a chunky, 
sticky mixture of apples, walnuts and 
sweet kosher wine. Sephardic Jews in 
the Middle East and Mediterranean 
make charoset somewhat differently, 
using dates and a variety of nuts in the 
mix (almonds, pine nuts, pistachios). 
Sephardic charoset may or may not in-
clude apples or wine. One of the more 
interesting ways charoset is served in the 
Middle East is in a ball or truffle form. 
Moroccan Seders will often serve these 
charoset truffles rather than the spread-
able charoset we are more familiar with 
in America. Other Jews make it with 
dates and walnuts. The latter is my fa-
vorite one of all. What really makes this 
recipe special is the silan (date syrup).

This may not be the charoset you 
are used to, but it is sweet, delicious and 
well worth trying. Charoset made with 
dates, walnuts and silan is the perfect 
Passover recipe for your Seder dinner. 

The best thing is that it only takes 
a few minutes to make. No cooking or 
heating required. Just toss in a food 
processor and you’ve got charoset. One 
less thing to worry about for Passover. 
You can also choose the texture you’d 
like: chunkier or smoother. It will be 
delicious and tasty either way.
Ingredients:

• 2 cups dried dates, pitted and 
chopped in pieces 

• ½ cup walnuts 
• ¼ cup sweet Kiddush wine or 

juice (such as Manischewitz)
• ¼ cup silan 
• ½ tsp cinnamon 
• Pinch of salt

 X In a food processor fitted with its 
chopping blade, process the wal-
nuts in 1-second pulses until they 
are finely chopped. Transfer the 
chopped walnuts to a medium mix-
ing bowl. Set aside a tablespoon of 
the walnuts to garnish the charoset 
if desired.

 X Put the dates with the sweet wine 
in the food processor. Process in 
1-second pulses until they are finely 
chopped and beginning to clump 
together. Transfer to the bowl with 
the walnuts.

 X Add the cinnamon and stir until 
evenly mixed.

A few words about silan:
Silan’s sweet taste and texture (just a 
little looser than honey) makes it an-
other wonderful natural substitute to 
sweeteners. Nowadays, it can be found 
in special/gourmet stores, and is also 
starting to be found in other grocery 
stores. It is also available online. When 
you purchase silan, be sure to go over 
the ingredient list to find one ingredi-
ent: dates ONLY! (Some companies 
add sugar or other types of glucose to 
the dates.) 

  Independently owned, family oriented…                                
Together we celebrate tradition
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Have an item you’d like to share? 
Need to reach the editor of 
L’CHAYIM? Send an email to  

LChayim36@gmail.com.

Have a joyous Passover. And share what it means to you.
#PassoverPublix
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FIDF supporters raise $1.8 million at Miami benefit 
for Israeli soldiers

MIAMI BEACH, Fla., Feb. 
8 – Some 450 Friends of the 
Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) 

supporters from Florida and across the 
U.S. gathered on February 5 at Eden 
Roc Nobu Hotel for the annual FIDF 
Miami International Gala: A Night of 
Heroes, raising $1.8 million for well-
being and educational programs for 
the brave soldiers of the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF).

Chairing the gala was Miami-based 
businessman and philanthropist Benny 
Shabtai, who has been an avid FIDF 
supporter for decades and has helped 
raise hundreds of millions of dollars 
for IDF soldiers and veterans. Shabtai 
chaired the FIDF National Gala in New 
York for 15 years.

“Floridians have shown tremendous 
support for the State of Israel and its 
soldiers over the years. This event gave 
supporters the opportunity to thank the 
men and women who defend the Jewish 
homeland,” said Shabtai. “International 
business and philanthropic leaders came 

together around the shared goal of back-
ing humanitarian programs for the IDF 
soldiers who stand guard over Israel.”

The event featured 13 active-duty 
IDF soldiers, including Sgt. Hilla and 
Maj. Yehuda. Sgt. Hilla, who began 
her military service in 2016 and joined 
a special paramedics course, last year 
saved the life of her commander, Maj. 
Yehuda, after he was hit in the chest by 
shrapnel and couldn’t breathe. Yehuda’s 
life-threatening injury occurred while 
both soldiers were serving along the 
Gaza border during a period of height-
ened tension and protests.

Also among the visiting soldiers 
was Orian Levi, whose brother, Staff 
Sgt. Aviv Z”L, passed away while 
serving in the IDF. In the evening’s 
emotional climax, Aviv’s parents, Yaa-
kov and Peri, spoke of their devastating 
loss. Aviv’s sister, Noy, performed a 
song on stage.

Miami’s FIDF supporters wel-
comed home Boca Raton native Sgt. 
Sarina, a fighter in a search and rescue 

unit stationed in the West Bank, who 
is serving as a Lone Soldier – one who 
joins the IDF without the support of an 
immediate family in Israel. Addition-
ally, guests joined IDF soldiers stationed 
along Israel’s Northern border via live 
satellite link to hear about the situation 
on the ground.

Oren Alexander, co-founder and 
senior vice president of The Alexander 
Team, co-chaired the gala, with Monica 
Crowley, an author, political commenta-
tor and long-time Fox News contributor, 
joining as emcee. The IDF Orchestra 
also performed during the event.

Other distinguished guests included 
former Miami Beach Mayor Philip 
Levine, Steve Witkoff, Michael Stern, 
David Martin, Naomi and Michael 
Dezer, Tal Alexander, FIDF Miami 
President Evelyn Katz and FIDF Mi-
ami Past President Shmuel Katz, FIDF 
National Director and CEO Maj. Gen. 

(Res.) Meir Klifi-Amir, and FIDF Flor-
ida Executive Director Dina Ben Ari.
About Friends of the Israel Defense 
Forces (FIDF):
FIDF was established in 1981 by a 
group of Holocaust survivors as a 501(c)
(3) not-for-profit organization with 
the mission of offering educational, 
cultural, recreational and social pro-
grams and facilities that provide hope, 
purpose and life-changing support for 
the soldiers who protect Israel and Jews 
worldwide. Today, FIDF has more than 
150,000 loyal supporters and 20 chap-
ters throughout the United States and 
Panama. FIDF proudly supports IDF 
soldiers, families of fallen soldiers, and 
wounded veterans through a variety of 
innovative programs that reinforce the 
vital bond between the communities in 
the United States, the soldiers of the 
IDF and the State of Israel. For more 
information, visit www.fidf.org.

FIDF Miami International Gala featured 13 active-duty IDF soldiers,  
including Florida natives serving in Israel

Monica Crowley, author, political commentator, and long-time Fox News contributor with  
Sgt. Hilla (center), who last year saved the life of her commander, Maj. Yehuda (right),  

after he was hit in the chest by shrapnel and couldn’t breathe

Brig. Gen. (Res.) Gila Klifi-Amir, FIDF Florida Executive Director Dina Ben Ari, FIDF National Director  
and CEO Maj. Gen. (Res.) Meir Klifi-Amir, FIDF National Board Member Marc Jason 

(photos courtesy WorldRedEye.com)

ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN 
CONFLICT A LOW 
PRIORITY FOR 
AMERICANS
Polling shows the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict is barely registering as a top 
foreign policy concern for most Ameri-
cans.

Only 17% of Americans said that 
finding a solution to the conflict was a 
top foreign policy priority in a Novem-
ber 2018 Pew Research survey – the 
lowest number since Pew started ask-
ing the question in 1993.

In 2011, the last time the question 
was asked, 23% of Americans rated it 
as a top priority, while in January 2003 
[during the Second Intifada], 38% 
called it a top priority.

72% of Americans said the top for-
eign policy priority should be to pro-
tect the U.S. from terrorism.

The next two were protecting jobs of 
American workers (71%) and prevent-
ing the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction (66%). (Grace Sparks, CNN)

 
FORMER ISRAELI 
DEFENSE MINISTER: 
ISRAELI-ARAB CONFLICT 
IS OVER
“Today...there is not an Israeli-Arab 
conflict: There is an Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict,” former Israeli defense minis-
ter Moshe Ya’alon told a conference on 
Monday, March 11 at the Hebrew Uni-
versity’s Truman Institute marking the 
40th anniversary of the Israeli-Egyptian 
peace agreement. “When we look back 
at the agreement, there has not been a 
threat of conventional war against Is-
rael since it was signed. No Arab leader 
or Arab army dared to challenge Israel 
as army-against-army, and the Yom 
Kippur War was the last war the Arab 
leaders initiated against us.”

Ya’alon said that while the peace 
agreement essentially put an end to the 
nationalist pan-Arabist threat to Isra-
el, a month before the agreement was 
signed in 1979, Ayatollah Ruhollah 
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(Res.) Meir Klifi-Amir, and FIDF Flor-
ida Executive Director Dina Ben Ari.
About Friends of the Israel Defense 
Forces (FIDF):
FIDF was established in 1981 by a 
group of Holocaust survivors as a 501(c)
(3) not-for-profit organization with 
the mission of offering educational, 
cultural, recreational and social pro-
grams and facilities that provide hope, 
purpose and life-changing support for 
the soldiers who protect Israel and Jews 
worldwide. Today, FIDF has more than 
150,000 loyal supporters and 20 chap-
ters throughout the United States and 
Panama. FIDF proudly supports IDF 
soldiers, families of fallen soldiers, and 
wounded veterans through a variety of 
innovative programs that reinforce the 
vital bond between the communities in 
the United States, the soldiers of the 
IDF and the State of Israel. For more 
information, visit www.fidf.org.

Brig. Gen. (Res.) Gila Klifi-Amir, FIDF Florida Executive Director Dina Ben Ari, FIDF National Director  
and CEO Maj. Gen. (Res.) Meir Klifi-Amir, FIDF National Board Member Marc Jason 

(photos courtesy WorldRedEye.com)
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Jewish Federation Community Room 
9701 Commerce Center Ct.,  Fort Myers 33908 
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Khomeini came to power in Iran. And 
that revolution gave support to all the 
variations of Islamic radicalism that 
the region has witnessed since: from an 
increase in the influence of the Muslim 
Brotherhood to the rise of Hamas and 
al-Qaeda.

But this also created opportunities 
for Israel as relations have developed 
with the Sunni Arab world. The situa-
tion is not one of normalization, “but 
they are no longer telling stories about 
the extremist Zionist empire that wants 
to reign from the Euphrates to the 
Nile.” (Herb Keinon, Jerusalem Post)

BIRTHRIGHT ISRAEL SEES 
RECORD PARTICIPATION 
IN 2018
A record 48,000 participants from 
abroad and 8,300 Israelis took part in 
10-day Birthright Israel tours in 2018.

Since 1999, 650,000 young Jews 
from 67 countries have participated. 
(Yori Yalon, Israel Hayom)

ISRAEL’S NETAFIM TO 
CONNECT 60,000 INDIAN 
FARMERS TO IRRIGATION 
TECHNOLOGY
Israeli irrigation technology developer 
Netafim has been selected to construct 
four large community irrigation proj-
ects in India, connecting almost 60,000 
farmers in over 100 towns to advanced 
agricultural technology.

The project, worth over $100 mil-
lion, will improve infrastructure in the 
southern Indian states of Karnataka 
and Andhra Pradesh. (Eytan Halon, Je-
rusalem Post)

THE MYTH OF THE  
PRO-ISRAEL LOBBY
What is missing from the argument 
about what really motivates most of 
my former House colleagues to sup-
port Israel is: What is good for the 
United States? Their responsibility is 
to protect American interests first and 
foremost.

The vast majority of the Demo-
crats and Republicans in Congress 
support Israel because it is a valuable 
ally that shares fundamental ideals in 
a volatile region of the world. Israel 
is not Turkey, which has veered from 
American interests, or Russia or China. 
So our lawmakers support measures 
like funding anti-missile systems or the 
$40 billion security package that will 
help protect aligned American and Is-
raeli interests in the Middle East.

Congress supports Israel not be-
cause of a lobbyist, but because stop-
ping the influence of Hamas and Hiz-
bullah is essential for the U.S. In a 
region where democracy is stifled and 
religious freedom prohibited, our law-
makers support Israel because it re-
mains a democracy. (Steve Israel, The 
Hill)

NASA TO INCLUDE ISRAELI 
RADIATION SUIT IN ORION 
MOON MISSION 
NASA is set to include a radiation 
suit manufactured by Israeli company 
StemRad in its upcoming Orion Explo-
ration-Mission 1, scheduled for June 
2020, a blog published by the Euro-
pean Space Agency reported last week.

On the crewless mission, two dum-
mies designed to record radiation lev-
els, one donning StemRad’s radiation 
suit, will be used to assess and compare 
the levels astronauts may be exposed to 
during a lunar mission.

StemRad develops and manufac-
tures wearable anti-radiation equip-
ment for military, scientific and medi-
cal applications. (Calcalist)

TOURISM TO ISRAEL 
STAYS STRONG IN 
FEBRUARY
362,000 visitors entered the country in 
February, maintaining record levels of 
tourism to Israel.

In January and February, 683,000 

visitors came to Israel, up 16% from 
the first two months of 2018, the 
Central Bureau of Statistics reports.  
(Simon Griver, Globes)

POLL: AMERICANS 
MOSTLY PRO-ISRAEL
The majority of Americans remain 
partial toward Israel in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, with 59% saying 
they sympathize more with the Israelis 
whereas 21% sympathize more with 
the Palestinians, according to Gallup’s 
World Affairs survey conducted Febru-
ary 1-10, 2019.

In the same poll, 69% of U.S. 
adults view Israel very or mostly fa-
vorably, within the 66-72% range seen 
between 2010 and 2017, while 21% 
view the Palestinian Authority favor-
ably, similar to most years since 2010. 
(Lydia Saad, Gallup)

HOW BREXIT HAS 
BENEFITED ISRAEL
When the British decided to leave the 
EU, many Israelis rejoiced because 
“the EU’s attitude toward Israel re-
flects the lowest common denominator 
in Europe,” in the words of one Israeli 
ambassador. Therefore, when such an 
important European power quits the 
EU, it isn’t surprising that Israelis feel 
a sense of relief.

Ever since that decision, we’ve 
seen continuous improvement in Brit-
ain’s approach to Israel. The Palestin-
ian obsession has waned, along with 
the customary condemnations. Mean-
while, commerce and cooperation are 
soaring.

Another important benchmark was 
reached when Britain announced it will 
label Hizbullah a terrorist organiza-
tion. The incessant refusal of Germany, 
France, Italy and the EU itself to define 
the murderous organization accurately 
is the height of folly. (Ariel Kahana,  
Israel Hayom)

For daily news stories related  
to Israel & the Jewish world,  

visit the Federation’s website at  
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Art of Fashion
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sh  
Com

fortable
  Different

The Art of Fashion and Moore
(in the Arcade in historic

downtown Ft. Myers)

Teri Moore, Owner (239) 204-9759
2267 1st. St., Suite 12 info@artoffashionandmoore.com
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 www.artoffashionandmoore.com
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“How do you Jew?”
What if we no longer identi-

fied ourselves as Reform, 
Conservative or Orthodox 

Jews? Imagine that instead of using a 
noun to define our participation in our 

people and faith, we 
used a verb. This 
possibility was first 
raised by the “zayde” 
of the Jewish Renew-
al Movement, Reb 
Zalman Schachter-
Shalomi, z’l. Reb 
Zalman lived from 
1924 to 2014. He 
escaped from the 

Shoah, became a Chabad emissary and 
then proceeded to pioneer Jewish Re-
newal. We are all, whether we know it 
or not, in his debt. Before we consider 
Reb Zalman’s question, we need to as-
sert that this has nothing to do with the 
anti-Semitic use of this term.

So, “How do you Jew?” Some of 
us light candles on Erev Shabbat. Some 
of us listen to, or perform, klezmer. We 
cook chicken soup. We bake challah 
and hamentashen. We work for social 
justice and tikkun olam. We attend 
Federation events and film festivals. 
We play mah jongg. We might even 
enjoy bagels and lox. We put on tal-
lit and tefillin. We like to be amongst 
other Jews. Some of us attend Shabbat 
services. Some of us like to debate the 
fine points…of just about anything. 
We read Thomas Friedman columns. 
We pay close attention to the news out 
of Israel and we visit there. We buy 
wholesale. We become doctors. And 
many of us often feel guilty.

So, how do you answer, “How do 
you Jew?” My sense is that we all have 
our own answer. Some of us lean to-
ward traditional religious observances 
and some not. But what if every ex-
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pression of loving your Jewishness 
was valuable? In larger numbers than 
you might expect, Jewish Americans 
fast on Yom Kippur, light Hanukkah 
candles and attend Passover Seders. 
But we also learn yoga, meditate and 
work to protect the earth. Many of us 
look for how many Jews win Academy 
Awards, Oscars, etc. And some of us 
love a good Jewish joke.

It strikes me that exercising our 
Jewishness is a lot like exercise, in 
two ways. There is quantity and qual-
ity. We all know there are 613 mitzvot, 
or commandments, just as there is a 
certain minimum one should exercise 
each week. The rabbis also suggest we 
say 100 blessings a day! This is the ar-
gument from quantity. The other argu-
ment comes from quality and suggests 
that we should intensify a certain part 
of our workout for more results. Just 
being Jewish by eating bagels and lox, 

while delicious, may not help us lose 
weight or see the more profound side 
of our faith. We need quality moments 
in our Jewishness too.

As we approach Passover, please 
remember the Seder is not the end of 
the matter but rather the beginning. It 
is an invitation to look for the deeper 
answers – for faith, for discovering 
what it means to leave Egypt for each 
and every one of us, and to remember 
that we are all called to a higher level 
of behavior.

We have received a wonderful 
heritage. May you be proud of it and 
celebrate it. When next we meet, I hope 
you will be ready to tell me: “How do 
you Jew?”
Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC, 
BCC is a Chaplain in Lee Health’s 
Department of Spiritual Services, and 
ministers at the Gulf Coast Medical 
Center.

Anti-Israel/anti-Semitic legislation
By Jerrold L. Sobel, ZOA of SWFL President

Israeli leaders are outraged over the 
Occupied Territories Bill approved 
by Ireland’s lower house this past 

month. The bill criminalizes the sale of 
Israeli products from the Golan Heights, 
Eastern Jerusalem and the West Bank.

Following the vote which propelled 
the legislation forward, members of 
Parliament took to social media to share 
the news. The bill’s founder, Frances 
Black, gleefully tweeted, “Amazing, 
an overwhelming majority voted for 
the Occupied Territories Bill 2018 and 
a ban on what is deemed, illegal settle-
ment goods.”

When Israeli officials received 
news about the vote, they immediately 
voiced extreme disappointment over 
the outcome, calling it “a clear expres-
sion” of discrimination. A statement 
from the Israeli Ministry reads, “This 

is a clear expression of obsessive dis-
crimination that should be rejected with 
disgust.” It continued, saying that the 
bill “is indicative of hypocrisy and anti- 
Semitism.”

Both the National ZOA and our lo-
cal chapter, ZOA of Southwest Florida, 
vehemently condemn this one-sided, 
clearly anti-Semitic legislation. If 
passed into law, and there is every 
reason to believe it will, it would be il-
legal to import or sell goods produced 
by Israeli Jews, and only Israeli Jews, 
because production is based on goods 
which are produced by Jewish residents 
of Judea/Samaria.

Upon being summoned by the Is-
raeli Foreign Ministry for a clarification, 
the Irish Ambassador to Israel, Alison 
Kelly, claimed the bill “was not a pro-
BDS initiative.” If it’s not, supporters 

of Israel would like to know what else 
to call it.

The Israeli government understood 
it as singling out the Jewish state, lead-
ing Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to condemn the initiative, 
saying, the legislation’s “sole purpose 
is to support the BDS movement and 
harm the State of Israel.” 

In accordance, ZOA National Presi-
dent Morton A. Klein stated, “The ZOA 
condemns this legislation that has been 
presented in the Irish Senate which, de-
spite not mentioning Judea/Samaria by 
name, is clearly intended to criminalize 
trade and commercial relations by Ire-
land with Israeli Jewish individuals and 
companies based in Judea/Samaria.” 
He went on to say, “Such legislation is 
also blatantly racist and discriminatory, 

targeting Israeli Jews alone.”
Within our local chapter, several 

members have begun discussing what 
steps a small group like ours can take 
to protest such blatantly anti-Israel/
anti-Semitic legislation – the consensus 
being a boycott of our own.

There are beautiful, delightful travel 
destinations throughout the world other 
than Ireland that do not discriminate 
against Jews and where our money and 
patronage would be appreciated. Israel 
immediately comes to mind.

Reminder: On Wednesday, April 3 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Chabad Jewish Center 
of Naples, Dr. Susan Michaels, Direc-
tor of the International Christian Em-
bassy Jerusalem, will be speaking. Her 
topic will be “Why Christians Support  
Israel.”

REP. TED DEUTCH: 
WHY CAN’T HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 
“SINGULARLY CONDEMN” 
ANTI-SEMITISM?
Rep. Ted Deutch (D-Fla.) called on the 
House on Thursday, March 7, to pass 
a resolution that would “singularly 
condemn” anti-Semitism in the wake 
of Rep. Ilhan Omar’s recent comments. 
“We are having this debate because of 
the language of one of our colleagues, 
language that suggests Jews like me who 
serve in the United States Congress and 
whose father earned a purple heart fight-
ing the Nazis in the Battle of the Bulge, 
that we are not loyal Americans?” said 
Deutch.

“Why are we unable to singularly 
condemn anti-Semitism? Why can’t we 
call it anti-Semitism and show we’ve 
learned the lessons of history?... It feels 
like we’re only able to call out the use 
of anti-Semitic language by a colleague 
of ours...if we’re addressing all forms of 
hatred. And it feels like we can’t say it’s 
anti-Semitism unless everyone agrees 
that it’s anti-Semitism.”

“Jews control the world? Jews care 
only about money? Jews have dual 
loyalty and can’t be patriotic members 
of the country in which they live? 
Words matter. For generations, they 
have had dangerous consequences for 
me, for my family and for my people. 
This shouldn’t be so hard.” (Juliegrace 
Brufke, The Hill)

ILHAN OMAR KNOWS 
EXACTLY WHAT SHE  
IS DOING
Rep. Ilhan Omar does not like Israel. 
That’s a shame, not least because Israel 
is the only country in its region that 
embraces the sorts of values the Demo-
cratic Party claims to champion. When 
was the last time there was a gay-pride 
parade in Ramallah, a women’s rights 
march in Gaza or an opposition press 
in Tehran?

America is a free country, and 
Omar is within her rights to think what 
she will about Israel or any other state. 
There’s rarely a social or reputational 
penalty for publicly criticizing Israeli 
policies today. It’s ubiquitous on college 
campuses and commonplace in editorial 
pages. Omar, however, isn’t just a critic 
of Israel.

For those who don’t get it, claims 
that Israel “hypnotizes” the world, or 
that it uses money to bend others to 
its will, or that its American support-
ers “push for allegiance to a foreign  
country,” repackage falsehoods com-
monly used against Jews for centuries. 
Those who support Israel should not 
have to face allegations that their sympa-
thies have been purchased, or their brains 
hijacked, or their loyalties divided.

As the criticism of Omar mounts, 
it becomes that much easier for her to 
seem like the victim of a smear cam-
paign, rather than the instigator of a 
smear. The secret of anti-Semitism has 

always rested, in part, on creating the 
perception that the anti-Semite is, in 
fact, the victim of the Jews and their 
allies. (Bret Stephens, New York Times)

ILHAN OMAR IS GETTING 
OFF THE HOOK
No one ever accuses supporters of the 
U.S.-Britain “special relationship” of 
owing allegiance to a foreign country. 
Nor do supporters of the U.S. alliances 
with Canada, Japan, Germany, Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan, Poland or any other 
country face such accusations. Only 
supporters of Israel. This is an old and 
ugly anti-Semitic canard. It should be a 
no-brainer for Democrats to condemn 
what Omar said.

Omar’s defenders suggest that to 
criticize her is to “stifle” debate and 
to equate any criticism of Israel with 
anti-Semitism. Wrong. It’s perfectly 
legitimate to criticize Israel. I do it my-
self. But Omar wasn’t criticizing Israeli 
policies. She was criticizing Israel’s sup-
porters by suggesting that they are not 
loyal Americans. That’s textbook anti-
Semitism. (Max Boot, Washington Post)

ILHAN OMAR IS HURTING 
THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE 
Palestinians will not benefit from the 
controversy resulting from Rep. Ilhan 
Omar’s repeated use of familiar anti-
Semitic themes. If Ms. Omar wants to 
support Palestinians, there’s no end to 
the urgent tasks she could champion 
as Palestinians are enduring a crisis in 
relations with the U.S.

Omar’s rhetoric is a disaster that 
reinforces divisive stereotypes about 

supposed Muslim hostility to Jews. As 
someone who has spent more than 20 
years in Washington working on Arab 
and Muslim-American problems and 
championing the Palestinian cause, I 
implore Omar to learn more about the 
issues at stake. In the meantime, I have 
one thing to say to her: Please, just 
stop it! (Hussein Ibish, senior resident 
scholar at the Arab Gulf States Institute 
in Washington, Bloomberg)

ILHAN OMAR’S DUAL 
LOYALTY CHARGE WAS 
ABOUT MORE THAN ANTI-
SEMITISM
The fundamental fallacy of Rep. Ilhan 
Omar’s comment is that national loyal-
ty is a zero-sum game. The more loyal 
you are to Israel, in her view, the less 
loyal you must be to the United States. 
In fact, in my experience, American 
Jews are both loyal American citizens 
and strongly supportive of, and emo-
tionally loyal to, Israel (even when criti-
cizing it). There is no contradiction.

Omar needs a crash course, not 
just in anti-Semitism, but in how the 
accusation of dual loyalties has been 
leveled throughout history with cata-
strophic consequences against minori-
ties of all kinds, including Christians, 
Buddhists and Muslims.

Alleged dual loyalty was the justi-
fication used by the Ottoman Empire to 
launch a genocide against its Christian 
Armenian population during World 
War I, which killed a million men, 
women and children. During World 
War II, America interned Japanese-
Americans, the majority of whom were 
Buddhists, whom the FBI and the War 
Relocation Authority claimed were 
likely to be more loyal to Japan than 
their own country. (Gregory J. Wal-
lance, The Hill)

Please support the advertisers who support our 
Federation & help make L’CHAYIM possible.
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“How do you Jew?”
while delicious, may not help us lose 
weight or see the more profound side 
of our faith. We need quality moments 
in our Jewishness too.

As we approach Passover, please 
remember the Seder is not the end of 
the matter but rather the beginning. It 
is an invitation to look for the deeper 
answers – for faith, for discovering 
what it means to leave Egypt for each 
and every one of us, and to remember 
that we are all called to a higher level 
of behavior.

We have received a wonderful 
heritage. May you be proud of it and 
celebrate it. When next we meet, I hope 
you will be ready to tell me: “How do 
you Jew?”
Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Schorin, MAPC, 
BCC is a Chaplain in Lee Health’s 
Department of Spiritual Services, and 
ministers at the Gulf Coast Medical 
Center.
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To understand the Exodus narra-
tive, we must view it as a war 
– a boxing match if you will – 

between gods. In one corner, we have 
the Egyptian god, Pharaoh. Pharaoh is 

like any pagan god. 
One worships him 
by glorifying him 
with monuments, 
pyramids, sphinxes 
and garrison cities. If 
slaves are required in 
order to build these 
structures, so be it. If 
it is necessary to beat 
those slaves in order 

to keep them working, or even kill one 
or two occasionally to send a message, 
that is fine too. And if over-population 
becomes an issue (see the first chapter 
of Exodus), simply throw their baby 
boys into the Nile.

In the other corner, though, we 
have the one true God of the Hebrew 
Bible, who created us in God’s image! 
God’s highest goal is that we create a 
just, caring and compassionate soci-
ety. God wants us to treat one another 
with respect and dignity! God wants us 
not to steal, cheat or lie. God has par-
ticular concern for the powerlessness 
of society: the widow, the orphan, the 
outsider, the abused and the impover-
ished. The contrasting value systems 
represented by Pharaoh and God can-
not coexist peacefully.

Imagine the scene from many a 
Western movie in which the sheriff 
says to the bad guy, “This town ain’t 
big enough for both of us,” and a show-
down ensues. Well, Exodus is a show-
down between God and Pharaoh. Be-
cause it is our story, our God wins by 
redeeming us from slavery and bring-
ing us to Mount Sinai, where God re-
news and expands the Covenant God 
first made with Abraham and Sarah 
with an entire people.

Because God intervenes so dra-

 Rabbi 
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Anti-Semitism  
and politics
All this recent talk of anti-Sem-

itism in America makes me 
anxious. Sure, anti-Semitism 

and Jew-hating have been around in 
America for a long time, but not since 
the ’20s and ’30s of the last century 
has it been brought out in such high 
relief in this country. Those who took 
my American anti-Semitism course in 

February learned all 
about Henry Ford, 
Charles Cough-
lin, The German-
American Bund and 
Charles Lindbergh’s 
publicly espoused 
and promoted anti-
Semitism, and how 
the Holocaust drove 

them and their ilk into the shadows.
Many argue that as the memory 

of the Holocaust fades, so does its an-
tiseptic power against anti-Semitism, 
so that the anti-Semites feel it’s safe to 
crawl out from under their rocks. This 
may be true, but I fear there is more 
to it. I believe that American anti-
Semitism is being resuscitated by its 
reckless use as a football by warring 
political factions in the United States. 
As charges of anti-Semitism are being 
recklessly tossed back and forth, the 
vast majority of Americans who never 
gave it much thought, one way or an-
other, suddenly find themselves beaten 

over the head by it.
For most of us who have lived for 

a while, American anti-Semitism was a 
distant Muzak, always there but gener-
ally way in the background somewhere 
and not all that intrusive. But now our 
toxic American politics is giving it the 
1st chair in a cacophonous orchestra of 
disharmonious accusations and coun-
ter-accusations. 

Anti-Semitism is by far one of 
the worst poisons humans have ever 
invented, and it kills like a plague. It 
needs to be handled with the greatest 
caution as you must handle plutonium 
or the smallpox bacteria. It absolutely 
must not be sprayed into the atmo-
sphere. But that is precisely what’s be-
ing done with it now as it is mindlessly 
being bandied about by those purport-
edly opposing it but in fact are merely 
cynically seeking some supposed po-
litical advantage. 

They are making things worse for 
us as they are trying to hijack our po-
litical support. No doubt some Jews 
will be scared for one side to another in 
America’s politics war, but in the end 
the rhetoric is making all Jews less safe 
in America.

Tell your politicians to talk about 
something else and let this go away.
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.
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Passover is “The Season 
of Our Freedom”
In the Passover Haggadah, we say, 

“Even if we are all wise, all men 
of understanding, and all know 

the Torah, it is a mitzva (command-
ment) for us to tell of the exodus from 
Egypt.” This quote indicates that the 

point of the Seder is 
not merely an intel-
lectual experience. 
For after all, if we 
are wise and know 
the Torah, then we 
also know the story 
of the Exodus.

Instead, the in-
tent is that the Seder 
enables us to relive 

the Exodus, to realize, as we say later 
in the Haggadah, that “not only our an-
cestors [were] redeemed from Egypt, 
but [G-d] redeemed us as well.” Every 
Seder is an opportunity for each one of 
us to leave Egypt.

What does it mean for us to leave 
Egypt, when many of us have never 
seen that part of the world?

Mitzrayim, the Hebrew name for 
Egypt, shares a connection with the 
term meitzarim, meaning “boundaries” 
or “limitations.” Leaving Egypt means 
going beyond those forces that hold us 
back and prevent us from expressing 
who we really are. The idea of leaving 
Egypt reminds us that, in a certain way, 
we are all slaves.

Each one of us has a soul which is 
“an actual part of G-d.” This is the core 
of our being, our real “I.” But we find 
ourselves in Egypt, for there are forces, 
both external and internal, that prevent 
us from being in touch with this spiri-

tual potential and giving it expression.
The Seder night is a time when 

these forces do not have the power to 
hold us back. For Passover is “The 
Season of Our Freedom.” From the 
time of the Exodus – and indeed, from 
the beginning of time – this night was 
chosen as a night on which the poten-
tial is granted to express our G-dly 
core. Every year, at this time, within 
the spiritual hierarchy of the world, 
there is “an exodus from Egypt.” All 
restrictions fall away and transcendent 
G-dliness is revealed.

This spiritual awakening filters 
down within our souls, prompting us 
to tap our spiritual core, express our 
unbounded G-dly potential and leave 
Egypt, i.e., to break through any and 
all restraints.

This experience should not remain 
an isolated spiritual peak. Instead, 
Passover should initiate a process of 
endless growth, empowering us to con-
tinuously break through ever subtle 
levels of limitations and express our 
spiritual potential at all times.

This concept is reflected in the 
Lubavitch custom not to recite the pas-
sage “Chasal Siddur Pesach” (“The 
Passover Seder is concluded”), which 
others say at the end of the Seder. The 
intent of the omission is to emphasize 
that our Passover experience should 
be ongoing. Throughout the year, we 
should look to the Seder as the begin-
ning of a pattern of new growth and 
spiritual expression.
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves at 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Flor-
ida.
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COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE 
REFORM 
10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers           
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center) 
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton  
Adult Educator: Jessica Evers 
Phone: (239) 466-6671 
E-mail: comfreesyn@gmail.com 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday        
at 6:30 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi 
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
TEMPLE JUDEA 
CONSERVATIVE 
14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 433-0201 • Fax: 433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.            
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;            
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m. 
Early childhood education: 
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative  
Judaism 
 
CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/
ESTERO 
ORTHODOX 
24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood 
Centre) 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by             
a kiddush 
 

TEMPLE BETH EL 
REFORM 
16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Temple educator: Dale Cohen, Ma.Ed., R.J.E 
Preschool director: Jesyca Virnig 
President: Governance Committee    
Email: governancetbe@gmail.com                                          
Phone: 433-0018 • Fax: 433-3235 
Web site: www.templebethel.com 
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study 
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday 
Religious & Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday 
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 
 
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
REFORM 
702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
Rabbi Devora Buchen 
President: Harvey Wolfson 
Phone: 772-4555 • Fax: 772-4625 
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org 
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious School: Thursday 4:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) 
 
BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS 
REFORM 
Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Barry Fulmer 
Phone: 732-780-2016 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                
 
TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE 
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS 
REFORM 
23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Gary Wein 
Phone: (941) 625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m. 
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
ORTHODOX 
204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: (941) 833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by                
a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
ORTHODOX 
5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah 
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD JEWISH CENTER  
OF CAPE CORAL 
ORTHODOX 
1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
 Shalom Life Center 
   Lawrence Dermer, Spiritual Leader - 218-3433 
• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
  Jacki Waksman - (954) 653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
  Brian Lipton - (941) 365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: (561) 988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: (941) 302-4500 
• Chevra Kadisha: 
  Gene Sipe - 841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
  Lynn Weiner - 598-1009 
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
  Odette Port - (941) 505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
  Joyce Rosinger - 437-1566 
• Humanistic Jewish Havurah: 
  Paula Creed - 495-8484 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: (800) 622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services: 481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund: (727) 536-5263 
  Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
  Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
  Nechamie Minkowicz - 822-2784 
• ORT - Gulf Beaches Chapter 
  Marina Berkovich - 566-1771 

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 
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Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte CountiesFROM THE B IMAH

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!

Send your letters & comments to LChayim36@gmail.com.
Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime phone. Letters 
should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/
or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its 
advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received. 

Opinions and letters printed in L’CHAYIM do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties, its Board of Directors or staff, or its advertisers.

L’CHAYIM is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties.

Tell the stories  
of our past

The real meaning  
of Passover

 Rabbi 
    Marc
    Sack

There is a paragraph in the Hag-
gadah that most people either 
skip or recite without under-

standing. It comes immediately after 
the tale of the five rabbis in B’nei B’rak 

sitting at a Seder all 
night long. The para-
graph in question is 
a debate among rab-
bis about whether the 
exodus will need to 
be discussed when 
the messiah comes. 
Elazar ben Azariah 
says “no.” Other rab-
bis say “yes.” Be-

cause the rabbis are cited last, their 
opinion holds. We need to discuss the 
liberation from Egypt even after the 
messiah comes. 

Memory trumps liberation. We 
can never forget where we came from 
because memory is the source of grati-
tude and generosity. Those who came 
before us struggled, many suffered, so 
we could have a good life. We cannot 
take our blessings for granted. And, re-
membering that our families and our 
people did not always have it easy mo-
tivates us to support others who need 
help. 

David Hartman wrote, “People 
who learn to honor their parents escape 
narcissism and acquire a memory. The 
parents are feeders of history. Parents 
should not determine their children’s 
future, but they must open for them 
their past.” 

For a long time, especially in Is-
rael, people felt otherwise. Ben Gu-
rion seemed to believe that with the 
founding of the State, we could leave 
Jewish history – and Jewish suffering 
– behind. We Jews were moving for-
ward. Fortunately, that spirit seems to 
have changed. Now, on Yom HaShoah, 
throughout Israel, people gather in liv-
ing rooms to hear survivors tell their 
stories. Zikaron B’salon, “Memories in 
a Living Room,” brings together young 
Israelis with survivors so they can learn 
about Jewish life when we did not have 
our own country. At my congregation 
we will expand this program to include 
the stories of others who escaped hard-
ship to live in freedom and dignity. 

As a child, my immigrant grandfa-
ther lectured my siblings and me about 
how hard life was in Ukraine and then 
in America in the 1920s and ’30s. We 
did not want to listen. But now I cher-
ish the tokens of my family’s journey – 
my great, great aunt’s candlesticks, my 
grandparents’ dining room set – and I 
wonder how I can make these items, 
and the stories that go with them, pre-
cious to my own grandchildren. 

The most important thing we do at 
our Seder tables is tell the stories of our 
past. We should not determine our chil-
dren’s and grandchildren’s future. But 
hopefully we can help them be grateful 
and generous so they can build a better 
future.
Rabbi Marc Sack serves at Temple  
Judea in Fort Myers.

To understand the Exodus narra-
tive, we must view it as a war 
– a boxing match if you will – 

between gods. In one corner, we have 
the Egyptian god, Pharaoh. Pharaoh is 

like any pagan god. 
One worships him 
by glorifying him 
with monuments, 
pyramids, sphinxes 
and garrison cities. If 
slaves are required in 
order to build these 
structures, so be it. If 
it is necessary to beat 
those slaves in order 

to keep them working, or even kill one 
or two occasionally to send a message, 
that is fine too. And if over-population 
becomes an issue (see the first chapter 
of Exodus), simply throw their baby 
boys into the Nile.

In the other corner, though, we 
have the one true God of the Hebrew 
Bible, who created us in God’s image! 
God’s highest goal is that we create a 
just, caring and compassionate soci-
ety. God wants us to treat one another 
with respect and dignity! God wants us 
not to steal, cheat or lie. God has par-
ticular concern for the powerlessness 
of society: the widow, the orphan, the 
outsider, the abused and the impover-
ished. The contrasting value systems 
represented by Pharaoh and God can-
not coexist peacefully.

Imagine the scene from many a 
Western movie in which the sheriff 
says to the bad guy, “This town ain’t 
big enough for both of us,” and a show-
down ensues. Well, Exodus is a show-
down between God and Pharaoh. Be-
cause it is our story, our God wins by 
redeeming us from slavery and bring-
ing us to Mount Sinai, where God re-
news and expands the Covenant God 
first made with Abraham and Sarah 
with an entire people.

Because God intervenes so dra-

 Rabbi 
    Stephen
    Fuchs

matically to save us, we owe God a 
debt we can never fully repay. Imag-
ine for a moment that you are watching 
your small toddler. Something distracts 
you, and in a split second, your child 
has wandered into the middle of the 
street. You look up, see a large truck 
bearing down on him, and realize with 
terror that there is no way you can save 
him! In the nick of time a woman dash-
es into the street, grabs the child and 
pulls him to safety. There is no way, of 
course, that you can adequately repay 
that woman saving your child!

In the same way, God saved us. 
Our lives were hopeless. We lived in 
drudgery and under oppression. Our 
lives were marked by hard labor, day 
after dreary day. We never knew when 
we might be beaten or killed. Life had 
neither meaning nor purpose. But sud-
denly, God delivered us. Because of 
that, we freely choose how we will 
earn a living, how we will spend our 
leisure, and how or if we will worship. 
In short, we believe we owe God a debt 
that we can never repay.

Yet, we must try by performing 
acts of kindness, caring and compas-
sion that make a difference in the lives 
of others.

Our Passover Seders should not 
just celebrate our freedom. They 
should celebrate our commitment to 
repay God for our liberation by doing 
what we can – in whatever ways we 
can – to liberate the poor, persecuted 
and those disadvantaged in our midst. 

If they are to have meaning, our 
Passover Seders cannot just be about 
an ancient story and a sumptuous meal. 
They only have meaning if they call 
us to a commitment to use the talents, 
abilities and our precious freedom to 
make a more just, caring and compas-
sionate society for everyone on earth.
Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs serves at 
Bat Yam Temple of the Islands on Sani-
bel Island.

Anti-Semitism  
and politics

over the head by it.
For most of us who have lived for 

a while, American anti-Semitism was a 
distant Muzak, always there but gener-
ally way in the background somewhere 
and not all that intrusive. But now our 
toxic American politics is giving it the 
1st chair in a cacophonous orchestra of 
disharmonious accusations and coun-
ter-accusations. 

Anti-Semitism is by far one of 
the worst poisons humans have ever 
invented, and it kills like a plague. It 
needs to be handled with the greatest 
caution as you must handle plutonium 
or the smallpox bacteria. It absolutely 
must not be sprayed into the atmo-
sphere. But that is precisely what’s be-
ing done with it now as it is mindlessly 
being bandied about by those purport-
edly opposing it but in fact are merely 
cynically seeking some supposed po-
litical advantage. 

They are making things worse for 
us as they are trying to hijack our po-
litical support. No doubt some Jews 
will be scared for one side to another in 
America’s politics war, but in the end 
the rhetoric is making all Jews less safe 
in America.

Tell your politicians to talk about 
something else and let this go away.
Rabbi Bruce Diamond serves at The 
Community Free Synagogue in Fort 
Myers.

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE 
REFORM 
10868 Metro Parkway, South Fort Myers           
(The Southwest Florida Masonic Center) 
P.O. Box 07144, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond  
(bdiamond5@comcast.net) 
Coordinator: Natalie Fulton  
Adult Educator: Jessica Evers 
Phone: (239) 466-6671 
E-mail: comfreesyn@gmail.com 
Web site: www.fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Community Sabbath eve dinner each Friday        
at 6:30 p.m. 
Sabbath eve worship every Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast and Torah study with the rabbi 
every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
TEMPLE JUDEA 
CONSERVATIVE 
14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Marc Sack 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
President: Dan Fox 
Director of Congregational Learning: 
Tab Scribner 
Preschool Director: Joann Goldman 
templejudeapreschool@gmail.com 
Phone: 433-0201 • Fax: 433-3371 
E-mail: tjswfl@gmail.com 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services: 6:15 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m.            
Saturday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. Monday 
Religious School: Sun. 9:30 a.m.-noon;            
Wed. 4:30-6 p.m. 
Early childhood education: 
Preschool, M-F, ages 18 months-5 years; 
“Mommy & Me,” 12 months-2 years 
Affiliated: United Synagogue of Conservative  
Judaism 
 
CHABAD OF BONITA SPRINGS/
ESTERO 
ORTHODOX 
24850 Old 41 Road, Suite 20 (in the Bernwood 
Centre) 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 949-6900 
Web site: www.JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by             
a kiddush 
 

TEMPLE BETH EL 
REFORM 
16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Rabbi Nicole Luna 
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Temple educator: Dale Cohen, Ma.Ed., R.J.E 
Preschool director: Jesyca Virnig 
President: Governance Committee    
Email: governancetbe@gmail.com                                          
Phone: 433-0018 • Fax: 433-3235 
Web site: www.templebethel.com 
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday; Torah study 
9:00 a.m. Saturday; B’nai Mitzah 10:30 a.m. Saturday 
Religious & Hebrew School: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 Sunday 
Judaica Gift Gallery 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 
 
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
REFORM 
702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
Rabbi Devora Buchen 
President: Harvey Wolfson 
Phone: 772-4555 • Fax: 772-4625 
E-mail: office@templebethshalomcc.org 
Web site: www.templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious School: Thursday 4:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Torah study with Rabbi Buchen: Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 
Organizations: Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
Family Service (1st Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) 
 
BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS 
REFORM 
Meets at Sanibel Congregational Church 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island 
Rabbi Stephen L. Fuchs  
President: Barry Fulmer 
Phone: 732-780-2016 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Cantor: Murray Simon  
Web site: www.batyam.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday (Oct-Apr) 
7:00 p.m. Friday (May-Sept) 
Adult Education:  
Saturday, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (Nov-Apr)       
Jewish Current Events: Saturday, 11:30 a.m.              
to 12:15 p.m. (Nov-Apr) 
Write: P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism                
 
TEMPLE SHALOM CHARLOTTE 
HARBOR AND THE GULF ISLANDS 
REFORM 
23190 Utica Ave., P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 
President: Gary Wein 
Phone: (941) 625-2116 
E-mail: shalom06@netzero.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Religious school: Sunday 10 a.m. 
Beginning Hebrew: Tuesday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Advanced Hebrew: Thursday 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 
Organizations: Sisterhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

CHABAD OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
ORTHODOX 
204 E Mckenzie St Unit B, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: (941) 833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10 a.m. followed by                
a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
ORTHODOX 
5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: www.chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.; Saturday Kabbalah 
class 9 a.m.; Shacharit 10 a.m.; Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 
 
CHABAD JEWISH CENTER  
OF CAPE CORAL 
ORTHODOX 
1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W., Cape Coral, FL 33914 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski 
Phone: 963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com 
Web site: www.chabadcape.com 
Services: Friday Evening 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush luncheon 
Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday morning 7:00 a.m. 
JLI Courses: Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Weekly Torah Study: Tuesday evening 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew School: Sunday 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Jgirls: Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
 Shalom Life Center 
   Lawrence Dermer, Spiritual Leader - 218-3433 
• AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
  Jacki Waksman - (954) 653-9053 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
  Brian Lipton - (941) 365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: (561) 988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: (941) 302-4500 
• Chevra Kadisha: 
  Gene Sipe - 841-4615 
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 963-9347 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
  Lynn Weiner - 598-1009 
• Hadassah - Sharon Chapter (Charlotte County): 
  Odette Port - (941) 505-1409 
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
  Joyce Rosinger - 437-1566 
• Humanistic Jewish Havurah: 
  Paula Creed - 495-8484 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: (800) 622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services: 481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund: (727) 536-5263 
  Memorial Tree Planting in Israel - 1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
  Post 400: Commander Harvey Charter - 246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
  Nechamie Minkowicz - 822-2784 
• ORT - Gulf Beaches Chapter 
  Marina Berkovich - 566-1771 

IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

Who we are matters

 Rabbi 
    Nicole
    Luna

The plaque read “Am Yisrael 
Chai,” meaning “The people of 
Israel live.” But this was not a 

regular plaque hanging in a synagogue 
or living room. The plaque was on top of 

the Israeli spacecraft, 
Beresheet, heading 
for the moon. In the 
background of a pho-
to of the plaque, was 
the planet Earth. A 
CNET article was ti-
tled, “We all just pho-
tobombed this lunar 
lander’s first selfie.”

When I read the 
article, my heart swelled with pride for 
Israel, and I know I’m not alone. Think 
for a moment about why you’re proud. 
The spacecraft launching is certainly 
an impressive achievement. If it lands 
successfully, it will be the first time a 
private company has landed a space-
craft on the moon. Seeing the words 
“Am Yisrael Chai” in outer space also 
filled me with a sense of hope. As I re-
flected, I realized that what really in-
spired me about this story was Israel’s 
ingenuity, determination, resourceful-
ness and idealism. It wasn’t just about 
Israel’s actions; it was about who Israel 
is at its core. The Israeli spacecraft’s 
selfie from space captured not only a 
stunning visual, but Israel’s character. 

We see that God is concerned with 
character, even over action, in the fa-
mous story of the Golden Calf. In this 
story, the Israelites build a young bull 
or ox out of gold and proclaim “this is 
your god O Israel, who lead you out 
of the land of Egypt!” After alerting 
Moses to what’s going on, God says, 
“I see that this is a stiff-necked people. 
Now, let Me be, that My anger may 
blaze forth against them and that I may 
destroy them, and make of you a great 
nation. (Ex. 32:9-10)

Rabbi Shai Held of Mechon Ha-
dar makes a compelling argument that 
God’s reaction to this blatant act of 
idolatry is surprising. God’s desire to 
wipe out the Israelites is not directly 
because of their transgression, crime of 
idolatry and breach of the covenant. It 

seems to be because of their stubborn-
ness – they are a stiff-necked, stubborn 
people. We see from this story that God 
and Judaism are concerned not just 
with what we do, but also with who we 
are. Because of free will we can choose 
to behave differently but our character 
goes deeper.

Maimonides connects this to the 
commandment to “Walk in God’s 
ways.” How do we walk in God’s 
ways? He writes, “As God is called 
forgiving, so should you be forgiving; 
as God is called kind, so should you 
be kind. As God is called righteous, so 
you too should be righteous.” 

Now certainly, good behavior and 
good character are deeply connected. 
The tenacity and enterprising spirit of 
the Israelis behind SpaceIL led them 
to do something remarkable. But Mai-
monides is arguing that our character 
has its own intrinsic value, not just in 
how it leads us to act. Who we are mat-
ters.

When we think about our pride 
in Israel’s spacecraft, we see Israel as 
a gutsy young country with grit and 
smarts. What are the character traits in 
our own selves that we want to culti-
vate and take pride in? Are you some-
one who is loyal, patient and under-
standing? Do you have an adventurous 
spirit or see the positive even in tough 
times? These are both personal ques-
tions but also about who we are as a 
Jewish community and as a country. 
What are the character traits we want 
to uphold? What is the culture we want 
to be known for? Who are we? 

Our ancient Torah and the modern 
news offer us two examples of how the 
kind of human being we are matters. 
We have the choice between building 
a false god or building a spacecraft 
rocketing from earth. Are we stubborn 
or innovative? Are we hot-tempered or 
focused? Are we impulsive or thought-
ful? May we cultivate those traits that 
eventually lead us to reach out toward 
the universe, and meet not only the 
moon, but God.
Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers.
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Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte Counties FOCUS ON YOUTH

Read the current and recent issues of L’CHAYIM 
online at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

PJ LIBRARY RADIO LIVE! 
 

Now PJ library families can listen to Jewish kids       
music — anytime, anywhere.    

Introducing PJLibraryRadio.com, an online  
streaming radio station with more than 2,000 songs 

from hundreds of artists across the globe. 
Music is available 24/7 with special music blocks       

for Shabbat, Holiday and Bedtime. 
 

• Listen to the music online 

• Download the free app on ITunes, Google Play       
or Tune In Radio  
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Earn CAS Credits
The Jewish Federation of Lee 
and Charlotte Counties is 
interested in hearing from 
teenagers in high school who 
might like to earn CAS credits 
though various work in the 
Jewish community. 

If you are interested, please 
send the following information 
to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org:
Name
Address
Phone #
Age
Grade
School
Preferred volunteer hours  
(e.g. 2 - 5P.M. Sundays)

BBYO happenings
By Jessica Zimmerman, Associate Regional Dir., North Florida Region

Jessica Zimmerman

Children line up for the chance to dunk the Rabbi

DISCOVER 
THE FUN! 

RECEIVE  
THE GIFT  
OF FREE   
JEWISH 

CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 

MAILED TO 
YOUR HOME 

EVERY MONTH! 
 

SHARE the experience  
of reading with your  

children as they grow with  
PJ Library books. 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Enrollment is open to  
Jewish families with  
children between the  
ages of six months to 

eight years  
living in  

Lee & Charlotte Counties. 

Families can sign up for PJ Library at pjlibrary.org 

Funded by the  
 

Roth Family  
Foundation 

 

More information,     
contact Debbie Sanford 

239.481.4449 ext. 3 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org 

In February, one teen from Fort 
Myers represented our community 
at International Convention, an in-

credible weekend that brings together 
3,000 Jewish teens from 50 countries. 
To learn more about International Con-
vention, visit aza/bbg.bbyo.org/ic. 

Are you a mid-
dle or high school 
student who needs 
some community 
service hours? On 
Sunday, April 7, 
Naples and Fort 
Myers BBYO will 
be participating in 

BBYO’s international day of giving 
called JServe. Our cause this year is to 
create awareness and assist the home-
less children in our area. There are ap-
proximately 800 homeless children in 
need of food every 
day when they leave 
school in Naples. 
If you would like 
to help our cause, 
please donate food or, preferably, gift 
cards to restaurants and grocery stores. 
Drop them off or send them to Jessi-
ca Zimmerman, Jewish Federation of 
Greater Naples, 2500 Vanderbilt Beach 
Rd., #2201, Naples, FL 34109. Every-
thing donated will be directly given to 
a homeless child in our community. We 
will be collecting donations through 
April 7. If you are in grades 6-12, 
contact me if you would like to get in-
volved on April 7. 

Are you a parent of a child in 
grades 6-12? If so, you are invited to 
join Naples and Fort Myers parents 
for a night out at Painting with a Twist 

(13500 Tamiami Trail N., Suite 7, Na-
ples) on Thursday, April 11 from 7:00 
to 9:00 p.m. The cost is $5. RSVP to 
jesszimmerman@bbyo.org.

To be added to our email mailing 
list, to contact local staff about upcom-
ing programs, or for general informa-
tion, please email me. 

Teens! Join us from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, April 3 for a spe-
cial Minute to Win It event at the Jew-
ish Federation of Lee and Charlotte 
Counties. 

BBYO Fort Myers will host a 
middle school event at Temple Beth El 
on Sunday, April 28 immediately fol-
lowing Hebrew school. All students in 
grades 6-8 in Lee and Charlotte coun-
ties are welcome! The event is free. For 
more details, contact me. 

For those of you unaware of what 
BBYO is and what 
it does: We believe 
that we can enrich 
the life of a young 
person in a very 

profound way. We bring Jewish teens 
together, so they can form powerful, 
authentic relationships with each other 
and with inspiring adult role models. 
We do this by creating compelling 
Jewish environments and experiences 
where they feel pride in who they are, 
in control of their own destiny and a 
part of something greater than them-
selves. 

To be added to our email mailing 
list, to contact local staff about upcom-
ing programs, or for questions or con-
cerns, email me at jesszimmerman@
bbyo.org. 

Bar / Bat Mitzvah Specialist
Choosing the right photographer is an important decision. 

Michael Shapiro has more than 30 years experience in media 
and journalism. He is able to capture images that are unique, 

unexpected and spontaneous.

Other Services: Weddings / Family Portraits / Events

239.770.6860
mike@shapiro-photography.com
www.shapiro-photography.com

Families gather to decorate crowns and masks
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Candle lighting times:
April     5:    7:28
April  12:    7:32
April  19:    7:35
April  26:    7:39

TEMPLE JUDEA SCHOOLS
Fort Myers

Tab Scribner, 
Director of Congregational Learning
March has been an incredible month at 
Temple Judea Religious School. With-
out wasting any time, we began the 
month with a Religious Cchool Shab-
bat on March 1. Our students show-
cased their Hebrew reading skills by 
leading the prayers of the Friday night 
service with Rabbi Marc Sack.

Two days later, our children 
brought their grandparents to minyan 
to kick off another family-friendly day 
of learning as part of the “Let’s Make 
Something Grand” intragenerational 
program with our shlihah, Netta Ha-
rush. After minyan, the children and 
grandparents engaged in a variety of 
activities with their teachers. Some 
reviewed prayers with word sorts, oth-
ers practiced Hebrew decoding while 
learning the ingredients for the day’s 
menu, some read a play based on the 
Book of Esther, and our youngest 
learners reviewed the vowel markers 
in a rousing game of Hebrew Bingo. 
After the games, the children and 
grandparents broke up into groups to 
prepare a meal together: shakshuka, 
pita with hummus, and chocolate balls. 
Throughout the social hall, there were 
smiles, laughs and hugs to go around.

The following week, we shared 
the biggest event of the year with our 
peers at the Temple Beth El Religious 
School: a Purim Carnival. Months of 
planning played out over a few hours. 
The children joined together for a com-
bined minyan in the sanctuary at Tem-
ple Judea, led by Rabbi Sack, before 
being unleashed at the Carnival. It was 
incredible to see and hear the next gen-
eration of Jewish leadership come to-
gether in prayer. Then, of course, it was 
all fun and games. A big line formed 
at the event to “Dunk the Rabbi.” Both 
Rabbi Sack and Rabbi Luna were good 
sports and sat in the tank as the kids 
took their aim at sending them into the 
water. It was a festive scene as children 
were everywhere trying out different 
games and decorating masks, crowns 
and their own wooden groggers. 

I can’t thank my counterparts at 
Temple Beth El enough for their work 
on the Purim Carnival. It really was 
a joint effort from beginning to end. I 
look forward to working together on it 
again next year at Temple Beth El. 

After a short break, 
the Purim fun contin-
ued with the Megillah 
reading on Wednesday, 

March 20. Following a “spring train-
ing” theme, our children participated in 
a Temple Judea first: our children made 
up the “starting lineup” of reading por-
tions of the Megillah. We celebrated 
with stadium fare – hot dogs, peanuts 
and (non-dairy) homemade “Cracker 
Jack” – played a few games (recycled 
from the carnival of course), and took 
pictures to make “baseball cards.” The 
cheers for “Team Esther” were only 
drowned out by the jeers directed at 
“Team Haman.” 

Coming up we have a few more 
big events. On Sunday, April 7, a sofer 
will visit TJRS to share his craft with 
the students. This is a family-friendly 
event with activities for all. We will 
also host an Artist-in-Residence to 
conclude the year. Musician Ari Lesser 
will join the children for a Shabbaton 
weekend experience in a final Reli-
gious School Shabbat on Friday, May 
3, leading Shabbat morning services 
on May 4, and a special program on 
Sunday, May 5, followed by a concert 
open to the community. (Specific times 
TBD.) 

It’s hard to believe we are com-
ing to the end of the school year. In a 
few short weeks, it will be Pesach. In 
preparation for this, our children will 
createg a TJRS Haggadah to take home 
in the coming weeks, filled with their 
thoughts and drawings that tell our sto-
ry. I can’t wait to read what they have 
to say.

* * *
Temple Judea Preschool
Joann Goldman,
Temple Judea Preschool Director
The children can hardly wait for their 
Rhyming Party, which will take place 
in Pre-K. We have been preparing for 
this by playing rhyming games, mak-
ing up silly and real rhyming words, 
and other fun activities. Each child will 
bring in three things that rhyme in a 
wrapped box and we will have a blast 
opening one another’s presents!

April is also the time when Earth 
Day is celebrated, and Pre-K will con-
duct a very special science experiment. 

We will bury three different 
things into the earth and three 
weeks later see which one of 
those things is biodegradable. 
The children will all have a 
chance to make their hypoth-
esis on which item will be bio-
degradable. 

The children have been 
thriving in so many ways in 
the Pre-K room. Their writing 
skills have blossomed. They 
are now forming their letters 
and writing words. Many of 
the children are blending their 
sounds and reading. They are 
learning how to problem solve 
more every day and truly are a 
pleasure to teach.

At the end of the month 
we will take a journey back 
in time to the land of Egypt 
as we discuss the holiday of 
Passover. We will try Passover 

food, create art projects and read sto-
ries about Passover.
Preschool Registration for 2019-20 
If you are interested in registering for 
preschool, we have limited spots avail-
able. Please call 239.482.1121.

 

Results of  
a recent  
national     
survey of 

25,000       
families 

conducted by  
PJ Library 

Parents in Lee  
and Charlotte 

counties whose 
children are  
enrolled in  
PJ Library  

participated in 
the survey. 

PJ Library is   
making a     

difference in the 
lives of families 
raising Jewish 

children.. 

BBYO happenings
By Jessica Zimmerman, Associate Regional Dir., North Florida Region

Children line up for the chance to dunk the Rabbi

(13500 Tamiami Trail N., Suite 7, Na-
ples) on Thursday, April 11 from 7:00 
to 9:00 p.m. The cost is $5. RSVP to 
jesszimmerman@bbyo.org.

To be added to our email mailing 
list, to contact local staff about upcom-
ing programs, or for general informa-
tion, please email me. 

Teens! Join us from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, April 3 for a spe-
cial Minute to Win It event at the Jew-
ish Federation of Lee and Charlotte 
Counties. 

BBYO Fort Myers will host a 
middle school event at Temple Beth El 
on Sunday, April 28 immediately fol-
lowing Hebrew school. All students in 
grades 6-8 in Lee and Charlotte coun-
ties are welcome! The event is free. For 
more details, contact me. 

For those of you unaware of what 
BBYO is and what 
it does: We believe 
that we can enrich 
the life of a young 
person in a very 

profound way. We bring Jewish teens 
together, so they can form powerful, 
authentic relationships with each other 
and with inspiring adult role models. 
We do this by creating compelling 
Jewish environments and experiences 
where they feel pride in who they are, 
in control of their own destiny and a 
part of something greater than them-
selves. 

To be added to our email mailing 
list, to contact local staff about upcom-
ing programs, or for questions or con-
cerns, email me at jesszimmerman@
bbyo.org. 

Come Celebrate 
Passover 

Featuring: A puppet show,    
sing-along & seder style 

luncheon 

For all families with children 
ages 4-9 

*NO CHARGE* 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 AT 11:30 a.m. 

The Community Free  

Synagogue 

10868 Metro Parkway 

Fort Myers, FL 33919 
 

For more info or to rsvp,       
contact rabbi bruce diamond  

at 239.466.6671 or 
synfree@comcast.net 

Families gather to decorate crowns and masks

From the Board & Staff 
of the Jewish Federation of 
Lee & Charlotte Counties 

Sign up for the Federation’s weekly e-blasts. 
Send an email to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
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SHALOM LIFE CENTER 
Fort Myers

(239) 218-3433
The meaning behind the Seder
Lawrence & Robin Dermer
Have you ever really thought about the 
meaning behind the Seder? Each year 
during Pesach, we fulfill the command-
ment, “You shall tell your child on that 
day, because of what G-d did for me 
when I went out of Egypt.”

Through the story of Passover and 
the miracles of the Exodus, we under-
stand that there’s a G-d who loves and 
cares for and about us, and that we need 
to join together with Divine purpose in 
morally perfecting the world.

How do we accomplish this? The 
physical shackles of bondage might be 
no more, but we could remain trapped 
in a slave mentality filled with all the 
rage and hatred of the slave. So, at our 
Seder, we chant “Avadim Hayinu! – 
“We were slaves!” – but then we move 
right ahead to our redemption.

The time and place may have 

changed but we’re still 
moving from slavery 
to redemption. Only 80 
years ago, six million 
Jews were systemically 

murdered by the most culturally ad-
vanced society in Europe. Had the rest 
of the world stood unified against this 
atrocity, we could say that Germany 
was acting alone, but there was apa-
thy and others stood by while millions 
were enslaved and slaughtered. Our 
own country turned back many of our 
people to return to Auschwitz. 

After this tragic loss of millions of 
souls, our families, it seemed the world 
learned very little. The decades that 
have followed the Shoah have been re-
peat performances of inhumanity with 
one genocide after another. It’s esti-
mated that since the Holocaust, over 30 
million people have lost their lives in 
campaigns of mass extermination.

Each year at the Seder our chil-
dren ask, “What is the meaning of all 
of this? In the midst of this seemingly 
endless violence, why continue with 
all of this ritual and prayer? The real 

meaning is not in the slavery and mur-
der, it’s found in our response. Over 
the centuries we could have given up 
and surrendered our Jewish ideals and 
retreated into a law of the jungle, sur-
vival of the fittest mentality. We could 
have abandoned the responsibility of 
our Divine covenant, but we didn’t, 
precisely because we have Passover. 
What we celebrate is not slavery, but 
freedom. As Jews, we chose life. We 
created the State of Israel, where we 
have an opportunity to live the ethics 
of Torah in a real society. The mean-
ing of Pesach reinforces our faith: “It 
was we ourselves that He brought out 
of there, so that He might lead us, and 
give us the land that He swore to our 
ancestors.” 

May we all enjoy a transformative, 
joyous and meaningful Passover, and 
may we find ways this year to bring the 
light of freedom to those who suffer 
from persecution and despair.

Passover is just around the corner 
on April 19 & 20! This year’s first and 
second night Seders will be even more 
wonderful than last year. The entire 

community is welcome to join with 
us at the beautiful Holiday Inn Town 
Center. Join us on both nights for our 
traditional, musical and inspirational 
Passover Seders. Our celebration in-
cludes a gourmet four-course meal 
prepared by Chef Murray Young, for-
merly of the Sanibel Harbor Resort, 
and an original, interactive and insight-
ful musical production of the Passover 
story. Everyone is always welcome! 
For more information or to RSVP, visit 
our website at www.shalomlfecenter.
org, call 239.218.3433 or email info@
shalomlfecenter.org.

Join us for Shabbat Services every 
Friday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday morn-
ings for Torah and Kabbalah study at 
10:00 a.m. From Yiddish Culture Club, 
Book Club and Men’s Group, to Wom-
en of Valor, Women’s Circle, Choir and 
SLC Kitchen, there are so many ways 
to enhance your Jewish life at Shalom 
Life Center. Visit our website for more 
information on our many clubs, pro-
grams and special events.

ORGANIZATIONS

HADASSAH
Collier/Lee Chapter

(239) 301-0509
Look to the future – Part 1
Diane Schwartz
On Sunday, April 7, the Collier/Lee 
Chapter of Hadassah will present “It’s 
Magical…A Tribute to Our Past Presi-
dents.” This special evening features 
honors, and entertainment by magi-
cian, musician and mind reader Keith 
Raygor. Proceeds benefit the renova-
tion of the iconic Round Building of 
Hadassah’s first hospital in Ein Kerem, 
Israel. Here is how it all began.

She was a visionary with a strong 
belief in what was to come for the 
Jewish people, and Henrietta Szold, 
Founder of Hadassah, told us to “Look 
to the Future.”

She raised money to send two 
nurses to Palestine in 1913, and in 
1918 sent a delegation of 45 nurses, 
doctors, dentists and sanitary workers 

who brought American-
style medical care to the 
Middle East.

Hadassah’s early 
medical work literally 

began the creation of Israel’s healthcare 
and medical system. Today, well into 
the future Henrietta Szold contemplat-
ed, the Hadassah Medical Organization 
(HMO) is central to providing services 
and care to Israel, the region and well 
beyond across the globe, treating one 
million patients regardless of race, reli-
gion or nationality in its two hospitals 
at Mt. Scopus and Ein Kerem.

HMO also works to set a global 
standard for healing as well as respond-
ing to international crises. Hadassah 
worked on the ground in Haiti, Darfur, 
Kenya, Philippines and Nepal in times 
of desperate need. Doctors in Boston 
used Hadassah-developed emergency 
and trauma procedures following the 
tragic Boston Marathon bombing. 

HMO physicians collaborate with 
many of the world’s most prestigious 

research centers, hospitals and univer-
sities, including Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital, Mayo Clinic, Memo-
rial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and 
Mount Sinai Health System.

Focusing on medical research and 
developing the key to growing the 
large quantity of stem cells required 
to treat countless patients, HMO’s ef-
forts may one day conquer the world’s 
most devastating diseases. Hadassah is 
now world-renowned for breakthrough 
trials using stem cells to treat neuro-
degenerative diseases such as ALS, 
Multiple Sclerosis and Age-Related 
Macular Degeneration, and for highly 
successful personalized treatment for 
Melanoma.

For ALS, HMO highlights include 
successful treatment using a patient’s 
own stem cells; 90% of ALS study 
patients showed improved respiration 
or motor function after treatment with 
stem cells from their own bone mar-
row.

Focusing on MS to prevent nerve 

degeneration, HMO conducted the 
world’s first study treating MS patients 
with adult stem cells. Injecting the 
cells into the spinal cord revealed that 
disease progression stopped; most pa-
tients improved.

Similarly, Hadassah’s work against 
Alzheimer’s demonstrated transplanted 
stem cells in mice could generate new 
neurons and improve memory. Studies 
continue and are interesting because 
the U.S. is number two in the world of 
countries most effected by Alzheimer’s 
according to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion.

So, why should we care about the 
future and why Henrietta Szold urged 
us to keep our eyes focused forward? 
Because what Hadassah does in Israel, 
and in conjunction with leading re-
search hospitals across the U.S. and the 
world, impacts us, our families and our 
friends right here in Southwest Florida.

Stay with us for Part II next month.
For more information, email me at 

dianepschwartz@gmail.com.

HAZAK 55+ CHAPTER 
at Temple Judea

(239) 433-0201
Jan Klein
On Sunday, April 28 at 4:00 p.m. at 
Temple Judea, HAZAK will enjoy 
StoryTelling with Lynn Jaffe. Dinner 
will follow at Grimaldi’s. (Jewish di-
etary laws should be observed.) The 
program and dinner are open to anyone 
interested in having a fun, relaxing af-
ternoon. RSVP to tjhazak@gmail.com. 

Temple Judea’s active HAZAK 
Chapter is a chartered member of the 
United Synagogue of Conservative 

Judaism. Membership in 
the organization is open 
to the community. Join 
HAZAK and meet new 
friends. HAZAK Chap-

ters are for singles and couples. It’s an 
organization that enables members to 
meet and socialize with each other. Our 
monthly programs vary in nature.

Temple Judea’s HAZAK has won-
derful future programs planned. Mem-
bers of the community are always wel-
come to attend our programs. For more 
information, contact us at the email ad-
dress noted above or call Temple Judea 
at 239.433.0201.

HUMANISTIC JEWISH HAVURAH
of Southwest Florida

(239) 495-8484
Passover and The Last Supper
Paula Creed
On Saturday, April 20 at 5:30 p.m., the 
Humanistic Jewish Havurah of South-
west Florida commences the reading 
of its Humanistic Haggadah in celebra-
tion of Passover. The public is invited 
to join our Seder.

Send your reservation check, pay-
able to “HJH” in the amount of $60 per 
person, to Ralph Lieber, 26225 Hick-
ory Blvd., Unit 7A, Bonita Springs, 
FL 34134 no later than Monday, April 
15. Please indicate your mailing ad-
dress and phone number, as well as 
your preference for either chicken or 
brisket along with your payment. Al-
ternatively, a reservation form is avail-
able to download from our website at  

www.hjhswfl.org.
This year the Jew-

ish celebration of Pass-
over coincides with Eas-
ter weekend. Christians 

and Jews have different explanations 
for this holiday that have been open 
to interpretation by various scholars 
who ask, “As Jesus was a Jew, could 
The Last Supper have been a Passover 
Seder?” Relevant passages found in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John do not 
answer this question with certainty. 
Moreover, these narratives were writ-
ten after the event when some Chris-
tians no longer kept Jewish law. 

One biblical scholar argues that 
The Last Supper-Passover connection 
was created in part by early Christians 
who wanted to connect Jesus’ mar-
tyrdom to the redemption of the Jews 
from Egypt.

An interesting aspect of this ques-
tion is that the rabbinic Seder ritual 

was developed after 70 C.E. (almost 
two generations after Jesus’ death in 
the early 30s C.E.). If the Seder didn’t 
really exist until after 70 C.E., it could 
not have been practiced whenever Je-
sus had his Last Supper, Passover or 
not.

Passover (Pesach) is the oldest of 
Jewish festivals. Jews observed it in 
the most ancient of times, when they 
were still nomadic shepherds in the 
wilderness. Holidays usually start as 
nature festivals and are observed in 
that season of the year when nature 
itself changes. Ceremonies attending 
the holiday grow out of these manifes-
tations of nature. Later, when a higher 
cultural level has evolved, people give 
a deeper spiritual meaning to the fes-
tival. As time went on, Passover be-
came a historic and national holiday 
as the festival of the deliverance from 
Egypt, assuming a newer and higher  
meaning.

The highest point in the evolution 
of Pesach came when Jews suffered 
from heavy Roman oppression. During 
this period, the Messianic hope flamed 
up, and in the minds of the Jews the de-
liverance of the future became bound 
up with the first redemption in Jewish 
history, the deliverance from Egypt. 

Jews had long believed that in the  
deliverance to come, God would show 
the same sort of miracles that He had 
performed in redeeming the Jews from 
Egypt. The Seder ritual, by that time, 
was entirely different from the spring 
festival of the Jewish shepherds of old.

Central to the story of Jesus’ life 
and his death, The Last Supper is of 
vital importance to all those who wish 
to better understand and follow the 
religion he founded. Many American 
Christians have taken to celebrating 
Seders during Holy Week as a way of 
connecting to the roots of their reli-
gion. These Christian Seders highlight 
the decidedly non-Jewish stories of Je-
sus’ martyrdom and the second coming 
alluded to in Mark 26:29. 

Judaism and Christianity contin-
ued to influence each other, long after 
the death of Jesus. For example, words 
at the beginning of the Haggadah, 
“This is the bread of affliction that our 
ancestors ate in Egypt” (traced back to 
medieval manuscripts), finds similarity 
in Eucharist words of Jesus, “This is 
the bread...”

NOTE: Due to the age range of 
its membership, this year’s Seder por-
tends to be the “last supper” of the Hu-
manistic Jewish Havurah.

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 963-9347

For a continuously updated  
calendar of events, visit  

www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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community is welcome to join with 
us at the beautiful Holiday Inn Town 
Center. Join us on both nights for our 
traditional, musical and inspirational 
Passover Seders. Our celebration in-
cludes a gourmet four-course meal 
prepared by Chef Murray Young, for-
merly of the Sanibel Harbor Resort, 
and an original, interactive and insight-
ful musical production of the Passover 
story. Everyone is always welcome! 
For more information or to RSVP, visit 
our website at www.shalomlfecenter.
org, call 239.218.3433 or email info@
shalomlfecenter.org.

Join us for Shabbat Services every 
Friday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday morn-
ings for Torah and Kabbalah study at 
10:00 a.m. From Yiddish Culture Club, 
Book Club and Men’s Group, to Wom-
en of Valor, Women’s Circle, Choir and 
SLC Kitchen, there are so many ways 
to enhance your Jewish life at Shalom 
Life Center. Visit our website for more 
information on our many clubs, pro-
grams and special events.

ORGANIZATIONS

degeneration, HMO conducted the 
world’s first study treating MS patients 
with adult stem cells. Injecting the 
cells into the spinal cord revealed that 
disease progression stopped; most pa-
tients improved.

Similarly, Hadassah’s work against 
Alzheimer’s demonstrated transplanted 
stem cells in mice could generate new 
neurons and improve memory. Studies 
continue and are interesting because 
the U.S. is number two in the world of 
countries most effected by Alzheimer’s 
according to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion.

So, why should we care about the 
future and why Henrietta Szold urged 
us to keep our eyes focused forward? 
Because what Hadassah does in Israel, 
and in conjunction with leading re-
search hospitals across the U.S. and the 
world, impacts us, our families and our 
friends right here in Southwest Florida.

Stay with us for Part II next month.
For more information, email me at 

dianepschwartz@gmail.com.

Tooting our own horns
Marina Berkovich
In April, as we gather around our Pass-
over tables to recall and never forget 
the story of the Exodus from Egypt, 
let us not forget to celebrate the end-
ing of that chapter, namely, the arrival 
of Jews from captivity to the Promised 
Land. Somehow, arrivals always stop 
at the ticker tape parade. Granted, nei-
ther ticker nor tape was invented when 
Joshua led the tribes of Moses to the 
battlefields some 3,300 years ago. In-
stead of a parade, there were the walls 
of Jericho to bring down. 

I am not a scholar of the history of 
the Jewish people of the biblical era. 
I am a student of the continuity of the 
Jewish experience that transcends ep-
ochs and destinations – resettlement 
to new lands that require the first gen-

eration to prove its wor-
thiness. Joshua did it by 
his sword. For centuries 
after, in times of relative 
peace, our people needed 

to employ other means.
In the modern era and the Jew-

ish arrival to Southwest Florida, there 
were no ticker tape parades. Signifi-
cantly less memorable but uniquely 
important to this region, “battles” have 
been fought and many were lost. Yet 
some were won and, over time, the 
Jewish presence gained acceptance. 
We now cannot envision Southwest 
Florida without its Jewish congrega-
tions, Federations and organizations. 
And wonderfully so, neither can our 
neighbors. Perhaps to some of them, 
Jews may still only be mythical char-
acters from the Bible. We need to re-
member that not every non-Jew comes 
in contact with a Jewish community in 
their journey. In that regard, each Jew 
is a Joshua. But we also each have a 
responsibility to preserve the promised 

land of Florida as we have found it and 
not try to blow our battle bugles with 
such might that it might destroy the 
precious gains this land has offered us.

Southwest Florida Jewish Pioneers 
understood the balance of trailblazing 
and preservation. Eyewitness testimo-
nies that the Jewish Historical Society 
of Southwest Florida has been gath-
ering are beautiful stories to impact 
many generations. One of them, the 
story of a Jewish policeman, Richard 
Plager, will be the center of our next 
Master Class of SWFL Jewish History, 
which will be held on Sunday, April 14 
at 2:00 p.m. at the Jewish Federation 
of Lee and Charlotte Counties. Origi-
nally from Miami, Plager has served 
as Sanibel’s Chief of Police and has an 
impressive record of accomplishments. 
He will be attending. Registration for 
this free event is required via email to 
office@jhsswf.org.

Knowing local Florida history en-
riches the Jewish cultural experience. It 
can also come in handy unexpectedly. 

For instance, at a recent presentation 
about the Florida State Government, 
I was able to share with the audience 
and the presenter a curious fact from 
Southwest Florida’s Jewish Pioneer 
Lee Ratner’s biography. Before de-
veloping Lehigh Acres, Lee miserably 
failed at his attempts in the mass pro-
duction of hemp. 

Membership in The Jewish His-
torical Society of Southwest Florida is 
open to anyone who is interested in our 
mission of historical preservation and 
our focus on gathering history while its 
trail is still hot.

Here’s how to reach us:
The Jewish Historical Society  
of Southwest Florida
8805 Tamiami Trail North,  
Suite # 255, Naples FL 34108
833.547.7935 (833.JHS.SWFL)  
www.jhsswf.org ~ office@jhsswf.org
Virtual Museum of SWFL 
Jewish History http://
jewishhistorysouthwestflorida.org/

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 566-1771

Changing you address? Keep 
L’CHAYIM coming to your home. 

Email loriramos@jfedlcc.org.

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

(239) 963-9347
Community Yom HaShoah Service
Ida Margolis
The Community Yom HaShoah Service 
will be held at Temple Shalom (4630 
Pine Ridge Road, Naples) at 10:00 
a.m. on Sunday, April 28. During the 
service, all Second Generation who are 
in attendance will be asked to rise and 
recite “Passing the Legacy” for 2gs: 
“We are the first generation born af-
ter the darkness. Through our parents’ 
memories, words and silence, we are 

linked to that annihilated 
Jewish existence whose 
echoes permeate our con-
sciousness. We dedicate 
this pledge to you, our 

parents, who suffered and survived; to 
our grandparents, who perished in the 
flame; to our vanished brothers and 
sisters; more than one million Jewish 
children, so brutally murdered; to all 
six million whose unyielding spiritual 
and physical resistance, even in the 
camps and ghettos, exemplifies our 
people’s commitment to life.” 

There is a Third Generation pledge 
that will also be read. If any children 
of 2gs (3gs) are in the area, they are 

encouraged to attend. 
In addition to the service, local 

students who have met with Holocaust 
survivors will share information about 
the survivors. 

The GenShoah Steering Commit-
tee is in the process of planning pro-
grams for next season. All GenShoah 
programs support some aspect of its 
mission of promotion of Holocaust 
education and human rights, preserva-
tion of the history and memories of the 
Holocaust, connection of the Second 
Generation with one another, and sup-
port of the Holocaust Museum & Janet 
G. and Harvey D. Cohen Education 
Center. All GenShoah members are 

encouraged to become members of the 
Holocaust Museum.

For more information about Gen-
Shoah, Yom HaShoah or to receive the 
GenShoah newsletter, email gensho-
ahswfl@gmail.com. For information 
about the Museum, call 239.263.9200, 
email info@HolocaustMuseumSWFL.
org or visit HolocaustMuseumSWFL.
org. 

The Yom HaShoah community 
program is co-sponsored by Temple 
Shalom, GenShoah SWFL, the Holo-
caust Museum & Janet G. and Harvey 
D. Cohen Education Center, the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Naples, Avow 
and Golden Care. 

Center for Judaic, Holocaust,  
and Genocide Studies

Dedicated to educating all sectors of society about  
Jewish civilization, the Holocaust, and genocide through:
• scholarship
• outreach
• inquiry
• sharing knowledge
• preserving the record
• helping teachers
• encouraging students

Visit www.fgcu.edu/hc/
Dr. Paul Bartrop, Director

JEWISH WAR VETERANS
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400

(239) 246-3151
Commander Harvey Charter
Victor Paul Tuchman Post 400 is 
proud to announce that Brandon Cody 
Levy, an honor student at Florida State 
University, was awarded the Herb 
Schwartz Scholarship. Brandon is 
presently working on a degree in Busi-

ness Marketing. 
Our Post has been 

quite active this year. 
In early January, mem-
bers of the Post and their 

wives were guests of the Everblades 
hockey team and honored during the 
game. The Post was represented at the 
Lee County Homeless Stand Down, 
where we assisted approximately 10 
veterans in getting the support they 
needed to better their lives.

Members also helped the Lee 
Memorial Hospital Military Support 
Group pack boxes with items to be sent 
to our serving troops. With the partial 
government shutdown, the Post do-
nated many gift cards to Coast Guard 
members serving at the Fort Myers 
Beach Base. 

At our most recent meeting, we had 
Noam, a 12-year veteran of the IDF, as 
our speaker. While serving as a Black 
Hawk Pilot, he was directly involved 
in the stopping of the Turkish Flotilla, 

loaded with Palestinians “Peace Activ-
ists” trying to break through the Gaza 
blockade.

The Jewish War Veterans, founded 
in 1896, is the oldest continuing veter-
ans organization in America, and we 
are struggling to keep our organiza-
tion going with new members. With 

the loss of many of our WWII vets, we 
need to get younger veterans to join 
and support the JWV. Non-veterans 
can become Patron members. If your 
family members were veterans, think 
of honoring their memory by joining 
Post 400. Please contact me at hbchar 
ter@aol.com or 239.246.3151.

Noam, a 12-year veteran of the IDF, was the guest speaker at a recent JWV Post 400 meeting

Sid Harris, WWII vet, with the Everblades mascot and cheerleaders at a hockey game,  
at which members of JWV Post 400 were honored

Harvey Charter with Brandon Cody Levy  
and his mother Lisa
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Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the  

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 466-6671
www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Amira Fox, our new State Attorney for 
the 20th Judicial Circuit of Florida, will 
address the Community Free Syna-
gogue during its Friday, April 5 wor-
ship service at 7:30 p.m. Ms. Fox, the 
daughter of Palestinian refugees from 
Jaffe, will speak about her formative 
life experiences and the promise that 
refugees can bring to the United States. 
See the article is this issue for details.

This year’s Community Free Seder 
begins at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, April 19 
in the Community Hall. It is free and 
open to the first 160 reservations. To 

make yours, visit www.
fortmyerssynagogue.
com.

The Community Free 
Synagogue, in conjunc-
tion with the Jewish Fed-
eration of Lee and Char-

lotte Counties and PJ Library, hosts a 
special Passover event on Saturday, 
April 20. The program and meal are 
free and open to all children 5-8 years 
old, their parents, grandparents and 
siblings. Reservation are appreciated to 
help in planning for the meal. To make 
yours, email synfree@comcast.net. To 
learn more, see the article in this issue.

The Community Free Synagogue 
will conduct its annual Yom Hashoah 
Eve Memorial Service starting at 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, May 1. Follow-
ing the brief yet very moving Zakhor 

remembrance ceremony will be the 
screening of Conspiracy, the dramat-
ic reenactment of the notorious 1942 
Wannsee Conference which planned 
“The Final Solution.”

The C.F.S. biennial 10-day Israel 
Pilgrimage leaves Fort Myers on June 
4. This is still room on the bus for five 
travelers. To learn more, please visit 
www.fortmyerssyngogue.com or email 
arnieh@embarqmail.com.

Each Friday at 6:30 p.m., The 
Community Free Synagogue serves 
a traditional Sabbath dinner. It is free 
and reservations are never required. 
At 7:30 p.m., the Sabbath is welcomed 
with prayer and song. A coffee hour 
follows worship.

Every Saturday at 9:30 a.m., C.F.S. 
offers a light breakfast followed by a 
lively discussion of the week’s Torah 

portion with Rabbi Diamond until 
11:30 a.m., when the Mourner’s Qad-
dish is recited. 

Now in its 14th year, The Commu-
nity Free Synagogue, guided by Rabbi 
Bruce Diamond, is an independent 
synagogue and the largest Jewish con-
gregation in our area. All of its events 
and programs, including youth and 
adult Jewish education, are open to all 
and always free. The foundation of The 
Community Free Synagogue is “Study, 
Worship and Benevolent Acts,” gen-
erally following progressive Jewish  
traditions. 

The synagogue meets at the South-
west Florida Masonic Center, 10868 
Metro Parkway, Fort Myers. For more 
information and to be included on 
C.F.S. email lists, please visit www.
fortmyerssynagogue.com.

New at Temple Beth Shalom! We are 
excited to launch our first Film and a 
Nosh Jewish Film Festival. Join us on 
Sunday, April 7 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
for Streit’s: Matzo and the American 
Dream, followed by a spread of matzo 
and schmear.

On Sunday, May 5 we will pres-
ent The Sturgeon Queens: Russ and 
Daughters. This fascinating flick fol-
lows the Russ family over 100 years 
as they produce 800,000 pounds of 
pickled herring and other fish appetiz-
ers. Hail to the herring as we enjoy a 

Each Tuesday afternoon, an open session of Mah Jongg 
is held at the Jewish Federation.  
 

Players must be at least advanced beginners, as no  
lessons are given.  
 

DAY: Tuesdays, 12:30~3:30 P.M. 
FEE:  $1 per week 
 
 

 

                          

 

 

 
      
 
 

                  for more information call  
                  Rona Strausberg at 239.949.9003 

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862
www.batyam.org

As the high season begins to wind 
down, we thank everyone who partici-
pated in the life of Bat Yam, whether 
it was accepting honors, hosting the 
Ongai Shabbat, coordinating or help-
ing with special events, speaking at 
Saturday morning classes, serving on 
the board, staffing the welcome table, 
composing the newsletter and more. 
Together, this is what makes Bat Yam 
a vital Jewish presence on Sanibel and 
the surrounding area. It is imperative to 
express our gratitude to Rabbi Stephen 
Fuchs, Cantor Murray Simon, Vickie 
Fuchs, Toby Simon and Abby Allison 
for the infectious energy they bring to 
Bat Yam.

The Bat Yam Annual Meeting was 
on Thursday, March 28. The new slate 
of officers for a two-year term of office 

are: Barry Fulmer, presi-
dent; Michael Hochs-
child, first vice president; 
Cheryl Fulmer, second 
vice president; Irene 
Skolnick, corresponding 
secretary; Lois Lorsch, 

recording secretary; Alan Lessack, im-
mediate past president. The trustees 
are: Esta Berger, Janice Block Chad-
dock, Shirley Frank, Tanya Hochs-
child, Norma Kohn, Annette Pacyga, 
Barry Roth and Garry Weiss. Many 
thanks to Esta Berger for coordinating 
the pot luck dinner. 

The next meeting of the Bat Yam 
Grief Support Group is Wednesday, 
April 3 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library of 
the Sanibel Congregational UCC. The 
focus is on healing and companion-
ship. Rabbi Fuchs serves as the facili-
tator. The group is open to everyone. 
Questions may be directed to Dr. Ellen 
Feingold at 302.345.7187.

Saturday morning Adult Educa-
tion classes start at 9:00 a.m. with ses-
sions of Hebrew and Bible study led by  

Rabbi Fuchs. The last session of the 
season will be April 6. It will be the “si-
yyum,” end of season party and plan-
ning for next season. Thanks to Vickie 
Fuchs, coordinator, for the interesting 
topics and to the volunteer speakers for 
being interesting.

Saturday, April 13 will be a very 
special occasion at Bat Yam. At 10:30 
a.m., Rabbi Fuchs will conduct the Bar 
Mitzvah of Ben, son of Ethan and Kate 
Uslan and grandson of Don Breiter and 
Debbie Gurman. 

The Bat Yam community-wide 
Passover Seder is Friday, April 19 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Community House, 
2173 Periwinkle Way on Sanibel. 
Rabbi Fuchs and Cantor Simon will 
conduct the Seder. Reservations are re-
quired since space is limited. The dead-
line is Friday, April 5 for payment and 
table requests. There will be a differ-
ent caterer this year. It is suggested that 
each table bring a Seder plate, Elijah’s 
cup, matzo cover and favorite wine. 
For additional details, including cost 
for members and nonmembers, call 
Annette Pacyga at 941.740.1650.

The collection of assorted paper 
products for F.I.S.H. on Sanibel con-

tinues by the Social Action Committee, 
chaired by Garry Weiss. Please bring 
your contribution the first weekend of 
each month.

In response to the Torah lessons 
regularly repeated by Rabbi Fuchs, 
“Welcome the Stranger,” the Social 
Action Committee decided to seek a 
path to try to assist the asylum-seeking 
immigrants in our community. Ma-
ria Cardenas from Catholic Charities 
Immigration Services in Immokalee 
spoke to the Committee about the need 
for volunteer attorneys and medical 
practitioners to support Immigrant Ser-
vices in Immokalee. Indera DeMine, 
a Fort Myers Immigration Attorney, 
took her time to explain to Commit-
tee members the complex and shifting 
laws confronting area immigrants and 
their families. A workshop on “Know 
Your Rights” was held on March 29.

Come to worship and learn at our 
meeting place on the campus of our 
host, the Sanibel Congregational UCC, 
located at 2050 Periwinkle Way, Sani-
bel. Members of the community, guests 
and visitors are always welcome to join 
with congregants.
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Cantor Tanya Greenblatt

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555
www.templebethshalomcc.org

New at Temple Beth Shalom! We are 
excited to launch our first Film and a 
Nosh Jewish Film Festival. Join us on 
Sunday, April 7 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
for Streit’s: Matzo and the American 
Dream, followed by a spread of matzo 
and schmear.

On Sunday, May 5 we will pres-
ent The Sturgeon Queens: Russ and 
Daughters. This fascinating flick fol-
lows the Russ family over 100 years 
as they produce 800,000 pounds of 
pickled herring and other fish appetiz-
ers. Hail to the herring as we enjoy a 

variety of your favorite 
fish appetizers.

Sunday, June 2 brings 
The Glorious History of 
Nathan’s Famous Hot 
Dogs. Guess what we will 
be having afterwards.

The sweets come on Sunday, July 
14, when we get to the immensely 
popular Blintzes followed by a blintz 
buffet.

These films are sure to spark con-
versations, rekindle memories and 
tantalize the taste buds. This new and 
exciting program is open to the public. 

Shortly after prepping our palates 
with Streit’s matzo and schmear, we 
will get together to celebrate Passover. 
The TBS Passover Seder will be cel-
ebrated on Friday, April 19. Services 
will begin at 6:00 p.m. with the light-

ing of the candles, reading the Hagga-
dah and a delicious traditional Passover 
meal. As usual at Temple Beth Shalom, 
there will be plenty of music, singing, 
laughter and camaraderie.

We have much to look forward to 
and much to remember. The Brother-
hood Shabbat was delightful, with 
Mark Einstein leading the service and 
all of the members participating. The 
Gatlin concert was an evening of fun 
with music from the ’50s, ’60s, ’70s 
and beyond. Almost everyone was up 
and dancing. Thanks to Cafe You and 
Krispy Kreme for the sinfully delicious 
desserts.

“How to Taste Wine like a Pro,” 
presented by The Wine Whisperer, Jer-
ry Greenfield, on Tuesday, March 26 
hasn’t happened as of this writing, but 
we are anticipating a wonderful event 

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201
www.tjswfl.org

Thank you very much to the follow-
ing committee members who planned 
the successful Purim social and fund-
raiser last month: Lauren Baugh, Dan 
Fox, Milton Goodman, Jodi Gutstein, 
Jan Klein and Jennifer Manekin. And 
mazel tov again to the very deserving 
honorees, JoAnn Lewin and Diane  
Seidenstein. It was a wonderful eve-
ning, enjoyed by all.

April will be a busy month for 
Temple Judea. Beginning at the end 
of March and continuing through two 
weeks of April, the synagogue is part 
of a program entitled “Coming To-
gether in a Broken World.” It is a pro-
gram of interfaith study and discussion 
about how people of faith can talk and 
learn together. The three study sessions 
will be held on Wednesday evenings. 
The first is March 27 at 6:00 p.m. at 
Cypress Lake Methodist Church, 8570 
Cypress Lake Drive. There is a compli-
mentary dinner at 6:00 p.m., followed 
by the study session at 6:45 p.m. Reser-
vations to attend the dinner are a must. 
Just contact the synagogue office.

The second session is at Temple 
Judea on April 3 at 6:45 p.m., and the 
concluding study session is on April 10 

at 6:45 p.m. at the Cen-
ter for Islam and Cultural 
Awareness, 2371 Central 
Avenue. The program is 
hosted by the following 
congregations: Center 
for Islam and Cultural 

Awareness, Cypress Lake Presbyterian 
Church, Cypress Lake United Meth-
odist Church, Iona Hope Episcopal 
Church, Temple Beth El and Temple 
Judea

Chaverot’s monthly Rosh Chodesh 
program will be held on Saturday, 
April 6 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Fran 
Chernow. The theme is “Memories.” 
Email tjchaverotfortmyers@gmail.com 
for more information or to RSVP.

Everyone is invited to join 
Chaverot for a Miracle baseball game 
at CenturyLink Sports Complex on Six 
Mile Cypress on Tuesday, April 9 at 
5:30 p.m. A private suite is reserved for 
all those attending. Gates open at 5:30 
p.m. and the game starts at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $12 for 
children under 13. Checks should be 
made out to Temple Judea Sisterhood 
and mailed to the synagogue office. Sue 
Zimmerman, co-president of Chaverot, 
will be sitting outside the stadium to 
hand out the tickets. To RSVP, email 
tjchaverotfortmyers@gmail.com. 

The congregation has said 
L’Hitraot, goodbye for now, to Netta 
Harush, our shlicha from Israel. Netta 
only was here for a few months, but in 

that time she made a big impact in the 
synagogue and in the community. She 
taught a course for teens on Israel so 
they will be better prepared to answer 
questions about Israel as they go off to 
college. She covered a variety of top-
ics related to life and politics in Israel 
at her weekly “Coffee with Netta.” She 
started what we hope will be a new tra-
dition at Temple Judea – “Memories in 
a Living Room” – where people who 
survived the Holocaust tell their stories 
in an inviting and open atmosphere 
among friends. George Rosinger was 
the first to be interviewed as he shared 
memories of his family’s escape from 
Eastern Europe during World War II. 
Rozzi and John Osterman graciously 
hosted the standing-room-only event. 
And Netta shared some wonderful Is-
raeli cooking skills – first with the chil-
dren of the religious school and their 
grandparents. Then with the help of 
Chaverot members, she made tradi-
tional Israeli foods that were served 
at that week’s Shabbat Kiddush lunch. 
We will miss Netta and wish her all the 
best. 

The next Tot Shabbat is on Friday, 
April 12 from 5:00 to 5:45 p.m. There 
will be a short interactive and musical 
Shabbat service with a craft project for 
young children. Also scheduled that 
evening is our monthly Musical Shab-
bat for the regular service that begins 
at 6:30 p.m.

Temple Judea will host a com-

munity Passover Seder on Saturday, 
April 20 at 6:30 p.m. Reservations are 
a must. Call the synagogue office for 
more information. Enjoy a delicious, 
kosher Passover dinner at a warm and 
welcoming interactive Seder.

Rabbi Sack’s lunchtime Torah 
study is on Thursday, April 4 at noon at 
the offices of Myers and Brettholtz and 
Company. It is an hour of open discus-
sion of Torah and Judaism, where all 
levels of background and all questions 
are encouraged. Everyone is welcome 
and there is no cost to attend.

Our monthly service of meals at 
the Salvation Army’s Meals with Com-
passion continues. Meals are served on 
Monday evenings and volunteers are 
needed for April 8 and 29 and May 6 
and 20. Email Linda at lindaidelson@
gmail.com if you’d like to help.
Regular scheduled events:

• Friday evening Shabbat services 
at 6:30 p.m., preceded each week 
with a wine and cheese reception 
starting at 6:15 p.m.

• Saturday morning Shabbat servic-
es at 9:30 a.m. followed by a Kid-
dush luncheon

• Lunchtime Torah Study with Rab-
bi Sack the first Thursday of each 
month

• Morning minyan every Monday at 
9:00 a.m.

and will report back next month.
We welcome guests to all of the 

above events. Call the temple office at 
239.773.4555 for information and res-
ervations.

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018
www.templebethel.com

March was a busy month at Temple 
Beth El with the finishing of the week-
ly winter lecture series with Gerald 
Ziedenberg, Wednesday book clubs 
and Purim celebrations.

The Religious School students 
celebrated Purim with a joint carnival 
with Temple Judea. Temple Beth El’s 
yearly Purim Baskets of Purim good-
ies and fresh hamentashen from fellow 
members were enjoyed and appreci-
ated. Lots of hard work in the kitchen 
to make the homemade hamentashen 
was well worth the effort. Thank you 
to all the volunteers who helped make 
this project a huge success.

Talmud and Life, Lunch and Learn 

and Book Club are ongo-
ing. It’s a great opportu-
nity to enjoy stimulating 
programs at Temple Beth 
El. These programs are 
also great for meeting 
like-minded people and 

sharing ideas.
All are welcome 

to come and enjoy the 
beautiful voice of Can-
tor Tanya Greenblatt, 
the last of the cantorial 
soloists for the Leslie 
Luzar Memorial Canto-
rial series for this sea-
son. Cantor Greenblatt 
has served in congrega-
tions in Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, New York 
and Florida. Her most recent pulpit was 
at Temple Israel of New Rochelle, New 
York. She performs regularly in con-
certs of Jewish and secular music, and 

recently joined the Cantorettes, a trio 
of Tampa cantors. Cantor Greenblatt is 
a graduate of Brandies University and 
Hebrew Union College - Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion. 

Visit templebethel.com for all the 
latest events and happenings at the 
synagogue. The website is fully inter-

active with opportunities 
for easy registration to 
many events as well as 
membership renewals and 
applications.

For those with young 
children, Tot Shabbats are 
on Fridays at 6:00 p.m. It 
is becoming increasingly 
popular and we urge you 
to come out and get chil-

dren engaged in Shabbat. It is an excel-
lent place for parents to share some of 
the special moments of Shabbat with 
other young families.

Sisterhood has many exciting 

events coming up. On Thursday, April 
4, members will go to the Broadway 
Palm Dinner Theatre to see Mama 
Won’t Fly. It is sure to be a fun after-
noon of hilarious entertainment. On 
Thursday, May 23, Sisterhood will 
have its Spring Luncheon with mys-
tery/romance author Nancy J. Cohen 
as the guest speaker. If you are inter-
ested in joining, registration can be 
done at templebethel.com. Sisterhood 
is also collecting old sneakers to help 
those across the globe who have no 
sneakers. This is a great project since it 
takes more than 30-40 years for a pair 
of sneakers to degrade. Call the syna-
gogue for more information.

Bill Osborn, Aliza Litvak, Olivia Kushner and Olivia Sills  
work in the kitchen to make homemade hamentashen

tinues by the Social Action Committee, 
chaired by Garry Weiss. Please bring 
your contribution the first weekend of 
each month.

In response to the Torah lessons 
regularly repeated by Rabbi Fuchs, 
“Welcome the Stranger,” the Social 
Action Committee decided to seek a 
path to try to assist the asylum-seeking 
immigrants in our community. Ma-
ria Cardenas from Catholic Charities 
Immigration Services in Immokalee 
spoke to the Committee about the need 
for volunteer attorneys and medical 
practitioners to support Immigrant Ser-
vices in Immokalee. Indera DeMine, 
a Fort Myers Immigration Attorney, 
took her time to explain to Commit-
tee members the complex and shifting 
laws confronting area immigrants and 
their families. A workshop on “Know 
Your Rights” was held on March 29.

Come to worship and learn at our 
meeting place on the campus of our 
host, the Sanibel Congregational UCC, 
located at 2050 Periwinkle Way, Sani-
bel. Members of the community, guests 
and visitors are always welcome to join 
with congregants.

Darryl Gatlin sings to Jeanne Lazovich  
as the audience cheers during the  

Gatlin concert at Temple Beth Shalom

Guidelines  
for publication
DEADLINES: 
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articles and photos. If the 5th falls on 
a weekend or holiday, the deadline is  
the following business day.

WORD LIMITS:
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these limits will be edited to fit.
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Word files, or Rich Text Format files. 
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Howard Weisberg and Isaac Osin make hamentashen
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Unparalleled setting. Unparalleled lifestyle.™

EXPLORE TODAY!  Call (239) 529-4749 or 1-800-780-1131 or visit www.shellpoint.org
Shell Point is located in Fort Myers on the banks of the Caloosahatchee River just 2 miles from the Islands of Sanibel and Captiva. 

Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc. ©2018 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-3813-19

Waterfront Resort Retirement Lifestyle  
and the Assurance of Lifecare 

Location. Location. 
Shell Point.

EXPLORE SHELL POINT TODAY!
ATTEND A DISCOVERY SEMINAR | 9:30 A.M.

Sheila and Herb Sklar
(11 Years)

Wednesday, April 10
Tuesday, April 16

Wednesday, April 17
Tuesday, April 23

Wednesday, April 24
Tuesday, April 30

It Feels Like Home
Retiring in Florida meant leaving family ties 
behind in New York, so it was important to choose 
a community that could offer us the peace of 
mind knowing that we would be taken care of for 
the rest of our lives. There’s so much to do and 
learn here. We’ve become heavily involved in a 
close-knit community that feels like home.
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