
 

 

Holocaust Remembered at UNLV 
 
Over one hundred students, faculty members, administrators and community members 

filled an auditorium at UNLV’s Student Union to commemorate Yom HaShoah.  The program, 
which was sponsored by the Hillel Jewish Student Center at UNLV and the Jewish Federation of 
Las Vegas, took place April 28th during Holocaust Memorial Week.  

“The Yom Hashoah ceremony is important to me so that we never forget such a horrific 
tragedy as the Holocaust; and that we never let it happen to anyone else,” said Mitchell 
Levenson, a Junior from Las Vegas who helped lead the memorial program.  

“The Holocaust Memorial Day program was really inspirational,” commented Elias 
Benjelloun, President of CSUN, UNLV’s Student Government. “I left the ceremony with a 
renewed understanding of the Holocaust and the resilience of the survivors.”  A short 
documentary, entitled “Survivors Reflect” that was produced by students from UNLV’s Film 
Department, was screened as part of the observance.  The film presented interviews with Las 
Vegas Holocaust Survivors.  The film was introduced by Professor Brett Levner of the UNLV 
Film Department. “Hillel is one of the most active and well organized student led communities 
on campus at UNLV,” added Benjelloun before the end of the event.  

Six local Holocaust survivors each lit a candle to represent the lives of six million Jewish 
martyrs lost in The Holocaust. The survivors, Raymonde Fiol, Evelyn Goldstein, Alex and Lilo 
Kuechel, Ben Lesser and Stephen Nasser, were featured in the film.  

Stephen Nasser, who was a teenager in Hungary when his family was taken to 
concentration camps during the Holocaust, shared his miraculous story of survival. It included a 
moving tribute to former U.S. military personnel who liberated him from the Nazis; as well as 
modern day service men and women who are defending America and working to ensure that 
what happened during the Holocaust never happens again. 

“Hearing Mr. Nasser speak was incredibly moving. He made the Holocaust in to 
something real and tangible; and not just something we read about in a history book,” added 
Levenson. 

Fred Tredup, Special Assistant to Acting UNLV President Don Snyder, addressed the 
audience and spoke about the importance of the annual Yom Hashoah ceremony taking place at 
UNLV.  The ceremony culminated in the recitation of the Mourner’s Kaddish led by Udi Hager, 
the Hillel Israel Campus Fellow and Community Shaliach at UNLV.  

If you are interested in getting involved in the Hillel Jewish Student Center at UNLV or 
want more information about future events like these, please contact Andrew Spivak, Director of 
Hillel, at andrew.spivak@jewishlasvegas.com or 702 355 5695. 
 


