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2015 Campaign Gives YOU 
Opportunity to Support and 
Celebrate YOUR Community 



Join Us and 
Celebrate 
Community 
 

 

Č Celebrate KJA Shabbat  
at Temple Beth El on  

Friday, February 6, 7:30 p.m. 

Č Celebrate KJA Shabbat  
at Heska Amuna on  
Saturday, February 7,   
9:30 a.m.  

Č Tzelebrate Tzedakah  

with KJA as we begin  

our 2015 KJA Campaign on  

Sunday, February 8,  

6:30 p.m., The Foundry 

Č Serve Our Community  

on Mitzvah Day,  

Sunday, 

February 22,  

9:30 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. 

(See info  

on page 4) 

6800 Deane Hill Drive  Č  Knoxville, TN 37919  Č  865.690.6343  Č  www.jewishknoxville.org 

Haõ Kol 
February 2015 

KJA Haô Kol 

KJA-UT Seminar Set for March 5é....2 

Celebrate Community Dates.....é...é..2 

New! Mah Jongg Classéééé..é...3 
KJA Friendshipperséééééé..é...3 

Mitzvah Day Activitiesé...ééé.....é.4 

Passover Greetingséé....é.....é..é.4 

 

HaôKol 

  

 Knoxville Jewish Alliance 

 The Lion of Judah designation was 

established in Miami in 1972 as a symbol 

to recognize a new level of commitment 

set forth by a cadre of doers. These 

women knew that to shape the future they 

envisioned, they would have to contribute 

accordingly. At that time, only 16 women 

qualified for this level of giving ($5,000 

for a woman or $10,000 for a couple).  

Today, more than 13,000 women declare 

their commitment to the preservation and 

growth of the worldwide Jewish 

community by making such contributions 

to their annual campaigns.   

 The 2014 KJA Annual Campaign 

would like to thank these Lions of Judah 

for leading its 2014 efforts: 
 

¶ Nancy Becker 

¶ Barbara Bernstein 

¶ Kay Goodfriend 

¶ Wendy 

Goodfriend 

¶ Elise Jacobs 

¶ Mary Beth 

Leibowitz 

¶ Barb Levin 

¶ Natalie Robinson 

¶ Alexandra Rosen 

¶ In memory of 

Esther Rosen 

(endowed  gift) 

¶ Kim Rosen 
 

 If you would like to join these leaders 

in building Jewish life in Knoxville and 

impacting Jewish lives abroad, please 

contact Jeff Gubitz at 690-6343. 

KJA Annual Campaign Kick-Off 
Led by 10 Lions of Judah 

KJA and UTK Partner to Host Seminar 
Cult Places in the Bible and the Ancient Near East 

Thursday, March 5 ð 7:30-9:00 pm.  
Arnstein Jewish Community Center, 6800 Deane Hill Drive 
 

 Cult Places in the Bible and the Ancient Near East will focus on the portrayal of 

religious spaces and places in the Hebrew Bible and ancient Near Eastern texts. In 

addition to central cultic institutions, Drs. Erin Darby and Raphe Panitz will also 

discus "illicit," "forbidden," and contested cult places.  

 Erin Darby, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in UT's Department of Religious 

Studies. Her research and teaching interests include topics in biblical studies, ancient 

Near Eastern studies, archaeology, anthropology, art history, Judaic studies, and 

ritual studies.  

 Raphe Panitz, Ph.D., has a B.A. in history from New York University, a 

Masterôs in library science from the University of Maryland, and a Ph.D. in Biblical 

and Ancient Near Eastern Studies from the University of Pennsylvania. He is fluent 

in Hebrew and has taught Hebrew languages and Judaic studies on all levels. 
 

 This seminar is part of the Partnership for the Academic Study of Early Judaism 

annual seminar cycle: "Sacred Space: Then and Now."   The seminar is free and open 

to the public. Light refreshments will be provided. Let us know youôre coming via 

email to kja@jewishknoxville.org or by calling 690-6343. 
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AJCC to Host Learn to Play Mah Jongg Class 
Mondays, February 2, 9, 16, 23 ð 6:30-8:30 p.m. ð Arnstein Jewish Community Center 
 

 Four Bam! Three Crack! Two Dot! Those magical soundsétiles clacking, players bonding and laughing, and becoming Mahj 

Sistas, and the fun sound of someone declaring ñMAH JONGG!ò 

 Knoxville women are jumping on the bandwagon and discovering what 

women of the 1950s recognized as a fun time and a wonderful way to spend an 

afternoon or evening. Mah Jongg, or as itôs playfully referred to ï Mahj - gets 

under your skin and brings women together on porches, in kitchens, living 

rooms, and sunrooms in community centers, senior centers, houses of worship 

and peopleôs homes. Itôs a remarkable game that makes you think, stimulates 

your senses, and is addictive. With some patience and a few lessons, you can 

master the intricacies and nuances of the game and join the dozens of women 

who are signing up to learn this fabulous game. 

 Join expert teachers, Marian Jay and Robin Brown, at the Arnstein Jewish 

Community Center, 6800 Deane Hill Drive, for an exciting journey into this 

timeless game. We have room for eight people per class so be the first to 

register.  To register, contact Marian and Robin at knoxmahj@gmail.com and 

let them know youôll join us for this class. 

February KJA Friendshippers  
By Laura Faye Berry, BSSW, Esq., Director 
 

Please join us for this monthôs  

KJA Friendshippers program. The 

Friendshippers group gets together once a 

month for lunch and entertainment.  

Friendshippers is open to allðwe donôt 

check IDs at the door! 
 

Tuesday, February 10 

Rob Heller: Telling Stories in a 

Tennessee Coal Town.   
Please note that this program is on a 

Tuesday, not our usual Wednesday. 

Rob Heller is a UT Journalism and Electronic Media professor, 

with a specialty in photojournalism and graphic design. He's in his 

twenty-ninth year at UT. In 1993, Heller decided that he wanted his 

advanced students to do a group project on a small town, and chose 

LaFollette, a former coal-mining town that is a 45-minute drive north 

of Knoxville. The townôs weekly newspaper publisher taught at the 

university and agreed to Hellerôs classôs producing an eight-page photo 

section for The LaFollette Press.  

What started as a two-day class trip has become a 22-year project 

in which most of Hellerôs successive classes have documented the 

town. The LaFollette photography project was recently featured in the 

New York Times Lens blog on photography, video, and visual 

journalism blog.  A preview of the project can be seen at  

http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/01/06/telling-stories-in-a-tennessee

-coal-town/ 

Program location: Sherrill Hills Retirement Community,  

271 Moss Grove Blvd. Knoxville, TN 37922 
 

The luncheon begins at noon and the program begins at 12:45 p.m.  

Lunch is $8.00. There is no cost for attending the program alone.  

Transportation is available upon requestðplease have your ride 

requests in by Friday, February 6.  For more information, please 

contact Laura Berry at lberry@jewishknoxville.org or by calling  

(865) 690-6343. 

 

Gilya Schmidt, Ph.D. 
Director,  
The Fern and Manfred 
Steinfeld Program in  
Judaic Studies 
 

Professor,  
Department of Religious 
Studies, The University of 
Tennessee 

 
Why I  

Support the  
KJA Campaign  

 

ñItôs an honor to 
support the  
important work of 
our Jewish institutions." 

mailto:knoxmahj@gmail.com


4                                                                                                 Knoxville Jewish Haô Kol   Č   February 2015 

Mitzvah Day  
Sunday, February 22, 2015  
9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.  
Arnstein Jewish Community Center  

Adult Mitzvah Day Activities 
Č Donating at the MEDIC Blood Drive inside the AJCC 
Č Painting in preschool classrooms 
Č Building shelves for storage and organizing materials 
Č Helping to create a safe and clean environment for our 

preschoolers  
Č And more!  

Childrenõs Mitzvah Day Activities 
Č Thanking those who do Mitzvoth ñvisiting area first 

responders 
Č Feeding the hungryñpreparing food and delivering to 

those in need 
Č Taking care of the Sick ñ visiting local nursing home 
Č Learning about PJ Library with parents 
Č And more!  

Mitzvah Day: Brick by Brick  
 

Help us get the word out. Let your friends, family 
or any one you come across know that everyone 
is invited to participate in our annual community
-wide Mitzvah Day! Throughout Knoxville on 
Sunday, February 22 from 9:30 a.m. - to 12:30 
p.m., you can be a part of improving our com-
munity, lending a helping hand, and building 
our future brick by brick.  
 

Be sure to check the KJAõs This Week, Facebook, and 
your email for information on collection drives and  
registration!  

Suzy Snoops 
 

The HaôKol welcomes your good news, whether it is a new job, lifecycle event, celebration of a special 

anniversary, or honors and awards. Please send information to jyork@jewishknoxville.org, or to  

HaôKol newsletter, c/o Knoxville Jewish Alliance, 6800 Deane Hill Drive, Knoxville, TN 37919. 
 

Č Mazel Tov to Harvey Liberman, who at age 80, competed and won first place in the Tennessee Senior 

Olympics 80-84 year divisionôs 5K Cycling event. By winning this cycling event, he qualified to compete at the 

2015 National Senior Games which will be held this July in Minnesota. Harvey is one of the original  

five members of the Smoky Mountain Wheelmen Bike Club and still rides often.  

Č Congratulations to Jeff Becker, Ph.D., professor and department head of microbiology and a Chancellorôs 

Professor, who is the first recipient of the newly established David and Sandra White Faculty Award in Microbiology.  ñJeff 

Becker is a worthy recipient of this inaugural award,ò said Theresa Lee, College of Arts and Sciences dean. ñHis distinguished 

record as a teacher-scholar, his commendable research program which has been continuously funded by NIH for 41 years, as well 

as his successful leadership of the microbiology department since 2003 established Jeff as a standard bearer for this award.ò  

Č Jeff Becker, Ph.D., has been appointed  to serve as vice president of the East Tennessee Foundation board. 

Č A news feature on UT Journalism Professor Robert Heller and the photography work of his students who annually document life 

in LaFollette, Tennessee through a photo-journalism assignment, was published in the January 6 New York Times Lens Blog.  

Č Mazel tov to Andrew Weinstein, son of Doug and Jill Weinstein, who earned an invitation to participate in the East Tennessee 

School Band & Orchestra Senior Clinic which will be held on February 7 at the Park Vista in Gatlinburg. Weinstein plays clarinet 

and is a freshman at Hardin Valley Academy.  

Č The January 12 USA Today published an article entitled Defending Islam from Free Speech, by Rob Blitt, who is a UT associate 

professor of law and was an international law specialist for the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom. 

Č Mazel tov! Former Knoxvillians Rena and Ran Neiger are new grandparents. Mia Sydney Arazi arrived Saturday, December 6. 

Daughter Keren and Yinon are thrilled parents. Rena also served as AJCC Preschool director before moving to Israel. 
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Send Passover Greetings to  
Your Family & Friends Today! 

 

Act today and wish your family and friends a warm, 
caring Passover message. Your purchase of a Passover 
greeting supports this HaôKol community newsletter, 
enabling us to share news and events with hundreds  
of families within our East Tennessee community.  
Donôt want to publish a greeting? Then please  
consider a contribution of $18.00 or more to help cover 
HaôKolôs production and mailing costs. 

 

Category    Maximum # of words Cost  

   Small: 1 column x 1ò     15-20   $30 
   Medium: 2 column x 1ò     25-30   $40 
   Large: 2 column x 2ò     35-40   $50 
   Jumbo: 2 column x 3ò     40-45   $65 
 

Your Greeting Message (print legibly please): 
 
 

 
 
 
 
I am paying for my greeting by        

  Ǐ enclosed check (made payable to KJA)   Ǐ  credit card on file 

 

Please charge my  Ǐ Mastercard   Ǐ Visa  Ǐ American Express 

 
 Credit Card Number:  _______________      
 
Expiration Date: ________    Security Code CVV: _____________                         
 
Amount: __________  Signature: ________________________ 
 

Please complete your greeting message and mail it with your payment by Wednesday, February 25.  
Send payment to HaôKol, c/o KJA, 6800 Deane Hill Drive, Knoxville, TN 37919.  
Payment must be received in order for your ad to be printed. 

Local Teacher Gains International Insights Through Israeli Trip 
 

 In December, AJCC Preschool teacher Alicia Carter traveled to Israel as part of the P2G Southeast 

Consortium Education Delegation representing Knoxville. She traveled to Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Akko, and 

Hadera during her trip where she visited schools and programs to learn about the Israeli education system. 

ñIn each city, I visited a different museum featuring varied aspects of Jewish history.  I met new friends and 

made new connections not only in Israel, but also in the southeast region of the U.S. Now that I am back, I 

cannot wait to use the connections I made and work with other Jewish communities across the southeast 

region. I have gained so much knowledge and life experience on my trip and all I want to do is share that 

knowledge and my experience with others in my community,ò Carter said. 

 Knoxville is one of nine communities in the P2G Southeast Consortium. This Education Delegation is 

an ongoing program, with educators traveling on alternate years to Israel.  Since Israel hosted this year, 

Israeli educators will be invited to visit the U.S. on the next delegation.  

 If you are an educator interested in traveling to Israel through this program or  

hosting an Israeli educator during a future visit, please contact Deborah Oleshansky at 

doleshansky@jewishknoxville.org. 

Alicia Carter finds a little bit 

of home on a street mural 

while visiting Israel. 



Support UTK Hillel  
 

Buy a Hebrew Letter òTennessee Go Volsó  Shirt 
 
 

Adult Sizes S -XL - (Out of L)  

$15.00 for one or 2 for $25.00  

Make checks payable to KJA. 
 

Proceeds support UTK Hillel activities 
UTK Hillel is a Knoxville Jewish Alliance program and receives  

NO funding from national Hillel.  
 
Your KJA gift and donations from parents and other communities 
support this program. Contact doleshansky@jewishknoxville.org   
or come by the KJA office.  
 

Volume 7, Issue 2 

Issue Date: February 2015 

Published 11 times per year by the  

Knoxville Jewish Alliance, Inc.  

 6800 Deane Hill Drive  

Knoxville, TN 37919-5943 
 

 

KJA OFFICERS 

Manny Herz   President 

Adam Brown  Treasurer 

Adam Friedman  Secretary 

Reneeô Hyatt  Immediate  

     Past President 

Bryan Merrell  VP Administration 

Dick Jacobstein  VP Campaign 

Rosalie Nagler  VP Children & Youth 
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Joyce York, Editor and Graphic Designer 
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Two Easy Ways to Help the  
AJCC Preschool Raise Funds 

 

1) Donate gently-used infant, childrenôs, and teen 
clothing, toys, and books and the AJCC Preschool 
receives the consignment sale proceeds. 
 

2) Collect Box Tops for Education 
squares (found on food items, 
Hanes clothing products, Avery 
office products, and more.  
 
Simply mail your Box Tops  
or drop them off along with  
any consignment items.  

!ǧŜƴǝƻƴΥ 
YW! ϧ !W// 
aŜƳōŜǊǎ 
 

Please watch your e-mails or your 
mailðif you do not pay onlineð 
for your 2014 tax information. 
Save your PDF file for your tax 
return preparation. 

 

Why I Support the  
KJA Campaign  

 

ñI give  
so that all Jewish teens  

can have the  
same experience as me.ò 

Nathan Rosen 
Senior, Webb School 
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F e b ru a ry  2 015  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  F r i  Sa t  

1 
9:30a  minyan-HA 
9:30-12:30p Religious 
School-TBE 
9:30a HARS-HA 
9:30a Menôs Club World 
Wide Wrap-HA 
10a Gan KôTan-HA 
10:30a Adv Beginning  
Hebrew-HA 
5p HA Menõs Club 
Game Day Party-AJCC 

2 
7:00a minyan-HA 
10a Tai Chi-JCOR 
5:30-7p Archives Comm-
BR 
6:30p  Learn to Play  
Mah Jongg-AJCC 

3 
6p Exec Board-TBE 

4Tu BõShvet 
Noon-Community 
Bereavement  
Support Group-AJCC 
4:15p Religious Sch-HA 
6-6:30p Aftercare mtg-
AJCC 
6:15p Midwk Hebrew-
TBE 

5 
7:00a minyan-HA 
5:30p UT Lecture: Jesus 
the Jewish Storyteller-
Cox Auditorium-UTK 
6:30p PiYo-JCOR 
7:30-9:30p Israeli 
dancing-AJCC 

6 
HA Menôs Club Retreat 
6p Guess Whoôs Coming  
to Shabbas-HA 
6:30p Wine & Cheese 
Reception-TBE 
7:30p Shabbat Service 
(KJA Shabbat)-TBE 

7 
HA Menôs Club Retreat 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
(KJA Shabbat)-HA 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 

8 
HA Menôs Club Retreat 
9:30a  minyan-HA 
9:30-12:30p Religious 
School-TBE 
9:30a HARS-HA 
10:30a Adv Beginning  
Hebrew-HA 
5p Ah-Men Feast-JCOR 
6:30p KJA Tzelebrate 
Tzedakah dinner, 
featuring speaker Jack 
Neely-The Foundry 

9 
7:00a minyan-HA 
10a Tai Chi-JCOR 
7:15p KJA Exec Comm-
AL 
6:30p  Learn to Play  
Mah Jongg-AJCC 

10 
Noonï KJA 
Friendshppers featuring 
Rob Heller-Sherrill Hills 
6:30p Board-TBE 

11 
4:15p Religious School-
HA 
6:15p Midwk Hebrew-
TBE 

12 
7:00a minyan-HA 
6:30p PiYo-JCOR 
7:30-9:30p Israeli 
dancing-AJCC 

13 
5:30p Tot Shabbat-HA 
6p PreK-2nd Family 
Service w/ dinner_TBE 
6p Sunset minyan-HA 
7:30p Shabbat Service-
TBE 

14 
9:30a Shabbat Service--
HA 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 
7p Jewish Film Series: 
Rashevskiôs Tango-
JCOR 

15 
9:30a  minyan-HA 
9:30-12:30p Religious 
School-TBE 
9:30a HARS-HA 
10:30a Adv Beginning  
Hebrew-HA 

16Presidents Day 
7:00a minyan-HA 
10a Tai Chi-JCOR 
6:30p  Learn to Play  
Mah Jongg-AJCC 

17 

7:30p Hadassah Book 

Group-The Signature of 
All Things -Barnes and 
Noble 

18 
4:15p Religious School-
HA 
6:15p Midwk Hebrew-
TBE 
7:30p Community 
Bereavement Support 
Group-AJCC 

19 
7:00a minyan-HA 
6:30p Hadassah Love 
Yourself, Self Defense-
AJCC 
6:30p PiYo-JCOR 
7:30-9:30p Israeli 
dancing-AJCC 

20 
5:30p Tot Shabbat-HA 
6p Friday Night Chill-HA 
6:30p Family Shabbat 
Service-JCOR 
7:30p Shabbat Service 
celebrating 100 Years 
of Sisterhood-TBE 

21 
9:30a  Celebrate 
Service Shabbat 
Service-HA 
9:30a Shabbat School-
HA 
10:15a Family Minyan-
HA 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 
10:30a Learnerôs Minyan 
and Luncheon-TBE 

22 
MITZVAH DAY-AJCC 
9:30a ï12:30 p.m. 
Community-wide event. 
HA and TBE religious 
schools meet at the 
AJCC. (info on p. 4) 
 
9:30a minyan-AJCC 

23 
7:00a minyan-HA 
10a Tai Chi-JCOR 
6:30p  Learn to Play  
Mah Jongg-AJCC 

24 25 
4:15p Religious School-
HA 
6:15p Midwk Hebrew-
TBE 

26 
7:00a minyan-HA 
6:30p PiYo-JCOR 
7:30-9:30p Israeli 
dancing-AJCC 

27 
6p Purim Dinner-TBE 
7p Purim Shabbat 
Service-TBE 

28 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
Hadassah Reads Parsha 
Zachor-HA 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 

Knoxville BBYO Spring Formal Dance  
 

Saturday, March 7 
7:30 p.m.  
Arnstein Jewish Community Center ú Orwitz Community Room  
  
The lovely ladies of Gert Weinstein BBG and the handsome men of Rabbi Isaac Winick AZA  
are set to enjoy their annual Spring Formal Dance. They will gladly accept any donations to  
help cover chapter expenses. Please make checks out to þWeinstein BBGÿ and þWinick AZA ÿ 
and send them to the Arnstein Jewish Community Center, 6800 Deane Hill Dr., Knoxville, TN 37919. 

SAVE  
THE  
DATE 
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Knoxville BBYO Chapters Reap 
Awards at Regional Convention 
 

 Local BBYO members were honored at the Cotton States 

Regional Convention hosted in Knoxville and coordinated by 

Brian Weinstein. Winick AZAôs Eli Derrington was elected 

Regional Godol (president) for the region and members Brian 

Weinstein, Isaac Shefner and Eli Derrington received the 

Silver Shield of David and Michael Dryzer received the 

Bronze Shield of David for their AZA participation and 

service. 

¶ Winick AZA received AZA Best Brotherhood. 

¶ Weinstein BBG received Most Improved Chapter. 

¶ Weinstein BBG received 1st place in Community 

Service for its participation in Making Strides for Breast 

Cancer 

¶ Lizzy Noon won BBG Member of the Year 

¶ Danielle Goldfeld won BBG's Best 4 Year Member 

¶ Isaac Shefner won AZA's Best 4 Year Member 

Weinstein at Sports Day. Back row: Kalisa Parsons, Stephanie 

Goldfeld, Danielle Goldfeld, Nora Khaddouma, Sarah Siegel,  

Taylor Kolnick. Front row: Sophie Bobrek, Lauren Dryzer,  

Elena Reineri, Arielle Rosen, and Rachel Marguiles. 
 

Winick AZA alumni, advisors, and members before the banquet. 
 

Rabbi Matt Michaels with local BBYO teens at the Awards Banquet. 

Back row: Rabbi Michaels, Blake Parsons, Isaac Shefner,  

Brandon Messing, Camden Jones, Ben Gibbons, Justin Bain.  

Front row: Sophie Bobrek, Stephanie Goldfeld, Nora Khaddouma, 

Elena Reineri, Lizzy Noon, Kalisa Parsons, Rachel Marguiles, and 

Danielle Goldfeld. 
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Clearing Closets or Garages? Help Fill the AJCC Preschool Wish List 
 

Itôs hard to believe half of our school year has passed and the AJCC Preschool is starting to plan itôs wonderful summer camp 

actvities. As we begin to prepare for this upcoming transition, the AJCC Preschool needs supplies and we would like your help. If you 

would like to donate any of these to the AJCC Preschool, please feel free to bring them by at any time.  

If you have questions, please contact the AJCC Preschool office at 963-8001.  

 

For Preschool Classroom Use 

§ 6 higher-quality digital cameras  

§ Camera cases and memory cards 

§ Large storage totes with lids 

§ Metal storage shelves for supply storage 

§ Large bookshelves for preschool library 

 

For Summer Camp Use (These items can be new or used. You can also loan them to us for summer use.):  

§ Camping tents  

§ Canteens  

§ Fishing  poles 

§ Lanterns  

§ Fishing nets 

§ Canoeing paddles 

§ Life jackets 

§ Hiking poles 

§ Large coolers 

§ Pop-up chairs 

§ Sleeping bags 

§ Wooden logs (for fire pit display) 

 

 Again, please feel free to drop these by at any time. Thank you in advance for your continued support of the AJCC Preschool! 

BBYO Cotton States Regional 
Convention Hospitality Room Thanks 
By Jill Weinstein, BBYO Hospitality Room Coordinator 

 

The Knoxville Jewish Community helped provide a first-rate 

hospitality room for the staff and chaperones supervising the 

BBYO Cotton States Regional Convention hosted in Knoxville 

December 21-24. Rebecca Charles and I would like to thank the 

people who helped by either shopping, setting-up, cleaning-up, 

baking, re-stocking the room, schlepping, or contributing items, or 

money. Everyone was grateful for the wonderful hospitality 

provided during the convention.  

 Thank you to MaryAnn Merrell, Jeff and Charlene Gubitz, 

Jesse Feld, Joyce York, Jenifer Ohriner, Pat Rosenberg, Judith 

Rosenberg, Barbara and Bernie Bernstein, Alon and Karen 

Ferency, Karen Robinson, Shelley Hecht, Marilyn Liberman, 

Bonnie Boring, Kim and Stephen Rosen, Mary Evars-Goan, Jill 

Chasan, Deborah Oleshansky, Barbara Mintz, Peggy Littmann, 

Marian Jay, Nora Messing, Allison Fay, Nancy Becker, Melissa 

Sturm, Mark Siegel, Anne Greenbaum, Linda Bell, Missy 

Noon, Amy Rosenberg, Shuli Mesa, Penny Lukin, Larry Jones, 

and George and Zeke Charles. 
UTK Hillel students enjoy Shabbat as first semester ends. 
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Special Shabbat Service 
 

Please join our Knoxville 

Hadassah chapter on Saturday 

morning, February 28, 2015 at 

Heska Amuna Synagogue to 

celebrate Shabbat Zachor 

beginning at 9:30 a.m.   
 

Hadassah Shabbat will celebrate 

Parshat Zachor , which reminds us 

how evil can be transformed into 

good, focusing on the victory of 

Israel over Amalek and of Esther 

and Vashti over oppression and 

discrimination.  

 

As an organization of more than 

330,000 women across the 

country, Hadassah will read 

Parshat Zachor  

as a reclaiming  

of Vashti as a 

force against 

discrimination.  

 

Celebrate Service 
Shabbat  

Saturday, February 21  

 

 

Small  
Action  

Many  
People  

Big 
Impact  X = 

Heska Amuna Members 
Make a Big Impact!  
 

Letôs celebrate at this special 
Shabbat Service.éand  
"Capture Yourself in Serviceò with 
your photograph and the hashtag 
#HAServes on Twitter and 
Instagram. 

#HAServes
 

#H
AS
er
ve
s

 

#HAServes
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From the Rabbiôs Desk 

Heska Amuna Serves! 
By Rabbi Alon Ferency 

 

We often think that the Jewish value of tzedakah is just a Hebrew word for charity, but it goes 

beyond that. Although charity is important, tzedakah is more than simply making a donation to local 

poor people. The root tzedek implies the significance of bringing righteousness to the world.  

Deuteronomy declares: ñTzedek, tzedek tirdof ï righteousness, pursue righteousness!ò The pursuit of 

tzedek also requires hesed ï acts of loving-kindness. 

To understand the importance of hesed, consider this: God loves us more than we deserve.  That is 

a measure of Godôs hesed ï Godôs grace.  In imitatio Dei, reflection of our Creator, we show hesed to 

Godôs creations.  This is accomplished by serving them.  In this world, we manifest Godôs love through our own acts of loving-kindness 

and community service (Gemilut Hasadim). 

In the Talmud, ñour Rabbis taught, óIn three respects, acts of hesed are superior to charity: charity can be done only with oneôs 

money, but acts of hesed can be done with oneôs person and oneôs money. Charity can be given only to the poor, acts of hesed both to 

the rich and the poor. Charity can be given to the living only, acts of hesed can be done both to the living and to the dead.ôò 

Turns out, many of our community members are already engaged in acts of hesed. Whether serving on a local board, volunteering 

at the Arnstein Jewish Community Center, teaching children, or feeding the hungry, our small Jewish community makes a big impact in 

Greater Knoxville and beyond.  We would like to recognize, honor, and celebrate the contributions you are already making, and 

encourage others to join in and pick up the mantle of service ï hesed. 

I hope youôll join us for our  Celebrate Service Shabbat, February 21. Then, we will appreciate all that we do, and all the work 

still to be done! 

From the President 
By Jenifer Ohriner 
  

 On November 1, 1987, the Ohriner family moved from Hamden, Connecticut, and arrived in Knoxville, Tennessee. My first phone 

call was to Heska Amuna Synagogue to enroll our sons in the Religious School. Our assumption was that our sons would be able to make 

some friends in their new world. Little did we know that Heska Amuna would become one of the most important elements of our lives in 

Knoxville for over 27 years and counting. 

 Our commute began in earnest when we purchased a house in Farragut. We began driving 18 miles each way to religious school 

Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays. Soon we added the Wednesday drive for Prozdor and Shabbat, of course, while preparing for three 

bônei mitzvahs. Add in the monthly Junior Choir on Friday, and we were now traveling 40 miles a day, six days a week, to provide a 

Jewish education for our children. Of course, as people began to realize we would be available, the requests for volunteers came more 

and more frequently, and we suddenly found ourselves with a family we could relate to and celebrate with. After all, our relatives  

were in California and Missouri, both too far away to see frequently. The boys even had ñfakeò grandparents as needed for  

Grandparentôs Day at school. 

 Heska Amuna became our anchor in the buckle of the bible belt, especially as I began working as a teacher in the Knox County 

schools and our sons worked their way through the public school system. We found ourselves spending more and more time with our 

friends at the synagogue where we had common grounds for complaints and arguments over what was best for us, for our kids, for our 

world. Evan and I served in almost every volunteer position available at Heska Amuna. Evan was a religious school teacher, Financial 

Vice President, President, and Chairman of the Board, while I taught Preschool for three years, served on the Ed Committee, chaired the 

Ed Committee, served as Programming Vice Chair, Education Vice Chair, and President.  

 It wasnôt until my father passed away in 2002 that we were able to learn just how important Heska Amuna would be to our family. 

In 2004 my mother, Rose, moved to Knoxville to live with us. We didnôt know at the time that we would lose her quickly to 

Alzheimerôs. Over the five years she lived with us, we found that our Heska Amuna family was always available. Our friends visited 

with Rose while Evan and I were at work. They watched over Rose when we traveled to visit our children and grandchildren. Our friends 

made sure Rose ate well, stayed active as long as possible, and attended Friendshipper gatherings. When Rose was moved from facility 

to facility to find the best care for her, our friends continued to visit her regularly. As we lost my parents and Evanôs father, Marvin, our 

Heska Amuna relatives made sure we had 16 shiva minyans in our home, complete with food each time someone died. The community 

was there while Jenifer cried through those first years without Rose, including the unveiling on a bitter, cold January morning.  

 As I travel through Heska Amuna, I see the evidence of the huge impact Heska Amuna has had on our family. The plaques on the 

Jerusalem Wall show the establishment of the Rosenthal Fund for environment concerns in memory of my father and our appreciation 

for Heska Amunaôs Education program. The plaques on the way into the small chapel honor the bar mitzvahs of Philip and Mitchell. The 

Yahrzeit plaques in the main sanctuary honor our parents and keep them in our memories.  

 At some point in the future, Evan and I will no longer be coming to Heska Amuna. Already, our sons rarely visit home, and we are 

spending more and more of the Jewish holidays with our grandchildren. However, we want to help make sure that Heska Amuna will 

exist for future generations of families who find themselves in Knoxville, starting new families, or looking for friends to share lives.  

We will be creating two IRAs with Heska Amuna Synagogue as the beneficiary. After we have both passed away, our legacy will help. 
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Unplug your stress at the 

Anshei Darom Menôs Club Retreat! 
 

Join the Men of Darom for its 16th Annual Retreat at Camp Ramah Darom  
in the North Georgia Mountains!  Friday, February 6  thru Sunday, February 8 

 
Cost $218.00 per person or $330.00 for private room (based on double occupancy) 
 Mail or drop off your check to Heska Amuna Synagogue, made out to ñAnshei Daromò 

 
Cost includes:  Meals from Friday night dinner thru Sunday breakfast; 

Bunk Accommodations; Wine and other adult beverages; Friendship and brotherhood; Jokes; Spirituality;  
Unplugging from the ñreal world.ò Join Jewish men from throughout the southeastern US for a Sabbath  

of fun, study, prayer, great food, and more... including the world-famous Sweat Hut and Saturday night bonfire! 
 

If you've never been to an Anshei Darom retreat, you need to experience it... 
and if you've already been, you know how much fun it is. So what are you waiting for?  Sign up NOW - time's a-wasting! 

 

To register, here's all you need to do! Email admin@heskaamuna.org to obtain a registration form, complete the form  
and send it and your payment to the synagogue by January 23. 

 

GAME DAY  
FOOTBALL PARTY 

hosted by the Heska Amuna Men's Club 
and the Knoxville Jewish Alliance 

 

Sunday, February 1 
Doors open at 5:00 p.m. with Kick-off at 6:00 p.m. 
Arnstein Jewish Community Center - 6800 Deane Hill Drive 

 

ALL YOU CAN EAT AND DRINK 
$10 FOR ADULTS ð $5 FOR CHILDREN UNDER 10 

Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Veggie Burgers, Fixinôs, Sides,  
Water, Soft Drinks, Dessert, and Beer 

 
Bring Your Family and Friends and Join Us! 

If you or a loved one is ill or hospitalized, please let  
us know so that we can attend to him or her as a community, and 
place the name on our Mi Sheberach prayer list.   
 

Unfortunately, federal law prohibits hospitals from notifying us 
when community members are admitted. 

Please let us know  
youôre coming! 

 

Email Todd Galanti at 
toddgalanti@gmail.com by 
Wednesday, January 28 

mailto:GALANTI@GMAIL.COM
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Heska Amuna Religious School News 
By Betty Golub, Youth and Family Programming Director, morahbetty@heskaamuna.org 
 

 Children are just ñnaturallyò more open than adults to the wonders of creation, and not just 

because they are that much closer to the ground! They truly take the time to smell the flowers, 

watch the ants and examine a rock. The newness of their experiences makes it seem as if the 

world itself was just made, and they respond with interest and excitement. We can provide 

many ñtree happeningsò that can play on this interest in the natural world to make  

Tu BôShevat meaningful for young family members. Below are just a few suggestions ï your 

fertile imaginations can come up with many more! 

Č Sit near a window with a view of trees and ask your child what he or she sees. Point out the 

trees if they are not mentioned. Have your child look at the branches and talk about what 

they look like (straight, bent, tangled, etc.). Try to help your child see beauty in the bare 

branches and the tree shapes you can see when no leaves are in the way. Then imagine 

together what grows on tree ï leaves, flowers, fruits ï and then look at the winter trees again. We can enjoy the trees in any season. 

Č Go on a ñtree-sureò hunt. Walk through the house with your child and look for things that come from trees. She or he may be 

surprised to learn that wood and papers are tree products. The chair she or he sits in, the pencil used for drawing, are all products of 

trees. Even the books we read were once growing in a forest! Have lots of fruit to discover and talk about as your exploring 

adventure ends in the kitchen or dining room fruit bowl. 

Č Have your own Tu BôShevat seder! Go together to the grocery store and find all the fruits you can that come from trees. You can also 

buy nuts, if there are no allergies! 

Č Make a great table decoration! You can also take a trip down the cookie aisle and get treats that have nuts (maybe) and fruits baked 

into them. Figure out a way to eat them using the ideas of the Kabbalists ï grouping together those with peels that need to be 

removed, those with pits, and those that can be eaten entirely. Instead, you may wish to put together those which grow in Israel, such 

as oranges, grapefruits, pomegranates, figs, grapes, olives and dates. Rather than reading Biblical verse, you may wish to show 

pictures of the trees growing in Israel. You might want to end the eating part of your seder with the cookie treats, talking about what 

fruits and nuts they contain. Finally, a good tree story makes a good finish!  

Č No Tu BôShevat is complete without the purchase of at least one tree in Israel. The Land has been severely deforested after centuries 

of misuse, and is in critical need of your help. Participate with your child in the great Mitzvah of tree-planting. In order to make this 

experience more concrete for your youngster, you may wish to plant a tree in your own year at the same time ï or at least as soon as 

you can actually dig a hole and successfully transplant a sapling! 

Č Use Tu BôShevat as a time to renew your commitment to conservation and protection of the earth. Have a family talk about using 

resources carefully, such as not leaving the water running unnecessarily (plants may need that water) or not using paper plates very 

often (because they use up trees). Again, on a more concrete level, you and your child can take a trip around your yard to see how 

the plants and the soil are doing. Some trees and plants may need more mulch, which your child can help you put out. 

 Think together about how trees help us on holidays through the year, not just on TuBôShevat. On Rosh Hashanah, we eat something 

that grew on a tree. On Sukkot, we cover the Sukkah with sekhakh, we hang fruits from the Sukkah, use the etrog and wave the lulav - 

parts of trees - in the air! On Hanukkah, many of us eat latkes with applesauce.  Purim brings us hamentaschen filled with cherries, 

apples and plums. On Pesach, we eat haroset made from apples and nuts from our friends, the trees. On Shavuot, we talk about the Torah, 

the TREE of Life, something we can learn about and hang onto forever! 

Calendar Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday, February 1 World Wide Wrap 

  & Gan Kôtan 

Sunday, February 15 No School ï Presidentôs  

 Weekend 

Friday, February 20 Tot Shabbat &  

 Friday Night Chill 

Saturday, February 21 Shabbat School &  

    Family Minyan 

Sunday, February 22 Mitzvah Dayð At AJCC 

Please join us Sunday morning,  

February 1,  at 9:30 a.m. for a special 

Minyan with our Menõs Club along with 

our 6 th, 7th and 8 th graders and parents.  

MITZVAH  
OF THE MONTH  

Bal Taschit -   
Preserve the Earth  

 

Try this month to recycle all 

paper, glass, aluminum cans and 

plastic bottles  

 

I helped to preserve  

the earth this month by:  

¶ Turning off lights  

¶ Plant a tree in Israel  

¶ Not wasting water  



 

Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 

e-mail: rabbi.ferency@heskaamuna.org 
 

President 

Jenifer Ohriner 

e-mail: hapresident@heskaamuna.org 
 

Chair of the Board 

Barry Allen 

e-mail: hachair@heskaamuna.org 
 

Youth and Family Programming Director 

Betty Golub 

e-mail: morahbetty@heskaamuna.org 
    

Operations and Administrative Director 

Bradley Drew    

e-mail: bradleydrew@heskaamuna.org 
 

Heska Amuna Synagogue 

e-mail: admin@heskaamuna.org 
 

Permanent Schedule 
 

Friday Night Services.........é...Varies 

Saturday Morning Service.........9:30 a.m. 

Mon. & Thurs. Minyaniméé.7:00 a.m. 
 

Evening minyanim for members  

can be arranged by calling President Jenifer 

Ohriner, 719-0584, one week before. 

 

Sunday Minyan.........................9:30 a.m. 
 
 

For a list of Heska Amunaôs funds and  

other information, please visit  

www.heskaamuna.org 
 

HESKA AMUNA SYNAGOGUE  
is an affiliate of United Synagogue  

of Conservative Judaism.  
 

HaShofar material copyrighted by  

Heska Amuna Synagogue. 

14                                                                                Heska Amuna Synagogue HaShofar   Č   February 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
For Heska Amuna Synagogue  

kitchen use inquiries or to sponsor a 
kiddush, please contact  
Mike Weatherly at 

mikeweatherly@heskaamuna.org 

Among Our Members 
 

Get well wishes go out to the following people who were ill or recuperating: 

Marilyn Abrams, Joyce Beerman, Harriet Cooper, Erik Golub, Marion 

Goodstein, Genevieve Kramer, George Messing, Judy Rattner,  

Nicole Russler, Jenny Pfeffer Rodriguez, and Leon Hasden 

 

Todah Rabah to the Iroff Family for all your help with the Chanukah  

Celebration. Thank you to Maia Rosenberg for all of your help around the 

synagogue.  

 

We appreciate your time and the effort on behalf of the shul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate Purim  
Purchase a Shalach Manot Bag  

for your family, for friends  
 

$18.00  
 

The bag will include yummy hamantaschen, 

treats, grogger and mask. Proceeds  

benefit the Heska Amuna Religious School.  
 

For more information, contact Betty Golub 

morahbetty@heskaamuna.org  



BUTTERFLY BUSH 

In honor of the birth of Adin Shemaya 

Ferency. 

By: Marilyn Burnett 

Get well wishes to Leon Hasden 

By: Marilyn Burnett 

 

BUILDING FUND 

In memory of Charles Davis 

By: Sigmund and Brenda Mosko 

In memory of Lottie Mottsman 

By: Michael and Harriet Glasman 

 

CAMP RAMAH ENDOWMENT FUND 

In honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary 

of Mark and Carol Harris 

By: Families of Kevin Harris and Marcy 

 Chatham, Susan Stern 

 

CEMETERY FUND 

In memory of Ben and Rose Diftler 

By: Harold and Joyce Diftler 

In memory of Bella Leeds 

By: Joani Leeds 

In memory of Helen Billig, Minnie Kramer, 

and George Kramer 

By Jerry and Suzi Candy 

In memory of Guilford Glazer 

By: Gary and Joani Leeds 

 

COHEN ï PRESSER FUND 

In memory of Joseph Goodstein 

By: Marilyn Presser 

 

GENERAL FUND 

Lidia and Lucian Palcu, Trudy Dreyer, 

Michael and Sharon Poore 

In memory of Thelma Bloom 

By: Erwin Bloom 

In honor of Ed Feldman's craftmanship of 

toys that he has donated to the synagogue 

By: Barry and Heidi Allen 

In honor of Mark and Carol Harrisôs  

50th anniversary 

By: Stephen and Rosalie Nagler 

In appreciation for the High Holiday honor 

By: Hal Manas 

In honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary 

of Mark and Carol Harris 

By: Families of Kevin Harris and Marcy 

 Chatham, Susan Stern 

In appreciation of the honors 

By: Mitchell and Margy Goldman 

In honor of Mark and Peggy Littmannôs  

new granddaughter 

By: Michael and Sharon Poore 

In honor of the birth of Adin Ferency 

By: Evelyn Oberman 

To honor the Heska Amuna Community, 

where I received an adult education 

By: Gene Bocknek 

 

EDUCATORS SUPPLEMENT FUND 

In honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary 

of Mark and Carol Harris 

By: Families of Kevin Harris and Marcy 

 Chatham, Susan Stern 

 

EDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT FUND 

In memory of Joseph Goodstein 

By: Glenda Young 

In memory of Joseph Goodstein 

By: Jamie Low 

In memory of Joseph Goodstein 

By: The co-workers of Fran Goodstein 

 Redisch 

In memory of Richard Mottsman 

By: Mike and Harriet Glasman 

 

KIDDUSHIM FUND 

In honor of Mark and Carol Harrisôs  

50th anniversary 

By: Gilya Schmidt 

 

WINICK LIBARARY FUND 

In appreciation of the High Holiday honor 

By: Raphe and Susette Panitz 

In memory of Lottie Mottsman 

By: Raphe and Susette Panitz 

In memory of Rabbi David Panitz 

By: Raphe and Susette Panitz 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DONATION 

In memory of Joseph Goodstein 

By: Steve and Carol Abeles 

In honor of the birth of Adin Ferency 

By: The members of Temple Beth El 

In honor of Mark and Carol Harrisôs  

50th anniversary 

By: Marilyn and Harvey Liberman 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  

FINANCIAL AID FUND 

In honor of Mark and Carol Harrisô 

50th anniversary 

By: Denny and Susan Gross 

 

RABBIôS DISCRETIONARY FUND 

By: Mitchell and Margy Goldman 

In appreciation of your help 

By: Alan Ginsburg, Steve Ginsburg, Andy 

 Milford, Rachel Milford, Bob and 

Sarah Milford, and Frank and Laura Floyd. 

In memory of ñRicoò Hurvich, a friend from 

our childhood, and brother of Marion 

Goodstein. 

By: Cookie Schwab Gurwitch and  

 Leonard Schwab 

In memory of my fatherôs Yahrzeit,  

Mike Gettinger 

By: Josh Gettinger 

Thank you to Rabbi Ferency 

By: Nicole Russler 

 

VOLUNTEER MINISTRIES FUND 

By: Lidia and Lucian Palcu 

 

YARHZEIT FUND 

In memory of Raye and Morris Panitz 

By: Barbara Leeds 

In memory of Gunsa Glazer, Louis Glazer, 

Ida Bresoff Glazer, Oscar Aaron Glazer 

Bessie Glazer Hite, Anna Cohen, Gerson 

Cohen, Aaron Glazer, Gertrude Glazer 

Cohen, Leon Saroff, Rose Bresoff Busch, 

Bella Glazer Leeds, and Jennie Glazer 

By: Arnold Cohen 

In memory of Meyer Miller 

By: Jeff and Anita Miller 

In memory of William Shaw 

By: Genevieve Kramer 

In memory of Idell Harris 

By: Mark and Carol Harris 

In memory of Lillian and David Liberman 

By: Marilyn and Harvey Liberman 

In memory of Edward Balloff 

By: Janet and Celeste Sharp 

In memory of Fred ñRicoò Hurvich 

By: Alan Danziger 

In memory of Guilford Glazer 

By: Gilya Schmidt 

 

 

Contributions from Caring People 
For a list of synagogue funds, please check our website at www.heskaamuna.org. 

Donations made by December 31, 2014. 
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Entertainment by Knoxvilleôs Einstein Simplified 

improv comedy group provides laughs. 

Lots of Warmth Found at Heska Amuna Frozen Matzah Ball Celebration 

 While children enjoyed dinner, arts and crafts, and 

snuggling on blankets as they watched a movie, adults 

gathered in the Rosen Social Hall to celebrate 

Chanukah by enjoying a delicious dinner, 

entertainment by Knoxvilleôs popular improve comedy 

group, Einstein Simplified, and  camaraderie. Thanks to 

Progranning Vice Chair Jared Iroff-Bailey and Heska 

Amuna volunteers for planning such a fun evening. 
 

 

 

Right: (Right to Left) Isaac Drew, Lydia Drew, Bradley 

Drew, Michael Glasman, Harriet Glasman, Jeff Miller, 

Anita Miller, Raphe Panitz, and Susette Panitz. 
 

Below:  Jeff Abrams-Cohen, Debbie Abrams-Cohen 

with son Gabe, Lev Gross-Comstock, Marcie Frankel, 

Anita Kay, Joe Sitver, Mark Frankel. 

Guests are all smiles as they await a delicious Chanukah dinner. 
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Understanding How and Why We Pray 
By Rabbi Mathew D. Michaels, M.A.H.L., D.D. 
 

 A meditation in the Gates of Prayer begins: ñIf anyone 

comes to public worship and leaves with the feeling that he has 

gotten nothing out of it, let him ask: Did I bring anything to it? 

Most often the answer to the second will supply the cause of the 

first.ò  

 A few times a year, our Ritual & Worship Committee 

sponsors a Shabbat morning Learnersô Minyan and luncheon. It 

is an opportunity for prayer, study, and conversation. A warm, 

intimate setting is created that allows each participant to better 

understand the ñhowôs and whyôsò of  

Jewish worship. Those who have participated in the past can attest to its impact.  So often we come into the sanctuary expecting to be 

ñwowedò by the rabbi, the music, the liturgy. Rarely is this expectation fulfilled, mainly because we sit passively, waiting to be moved 

by the ñSpirit.ò To paraphrase Abraham Joshua Heschel: we wait for (expect) the Spirit to move us, but perhaps we might consider what 

(if anything) we do to move the Spirit.  

 From my perspective, when we enter into prayer, we enter into relationship! I believe that, when it comes to prayer, a paradigm shift 

is needed. The traditional view is seeing congregants in the passive role of ñlistener/audience,ò the prayer book as the ñscriptò from 

which we must not deviate, the ñrabbi/leaderò as prompter, and God as the main player/star headliner/actor. Instead, I suggest a shift in 

how we view these roles. Perhaps we might consider that congregants are the ñmain players,ò the prayer book is merely a ñprompterò for 

our heads and hearts, the rabbi/leader is simply a facilitator, and that God is the ñlistenerò to the words of our mouths and the meditations 

of our hearts.  

 I truly believe that if we walk into the sanctuary with this perspective, we will walk out having had a truly spiritual experience. The 

Talmud asks: Where do you find God? Wherever YOU let God in! 

 Join me on Shabbat morning, February 21 at 10:30 a.m. for our next Learnersô Minyan. Come learn, explore, ñmove the 

Spirit,ò deepen your understanding of prayer, and strengthen your relationship with God. 

3037 Kingston Pike  Č  Knoxville, TN 37919  Č  865.524.3521  Č  www.tbeknox.org 
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Pitch Your Ideas 
 

Please find the ñPitch Your Ideasò  

kiosk in the foyer.  

We are looking to the  

Creative - YOU - with YOUR ófollow throughô  

for projects, programs, events - Study/Fund Raisers/ 

Entertainment/Chavurot and more. 
 

Do You Have a Suggestion? 

(Remember, if you pitch it,  

you must plan it and follow through!   

Use your fellow congregants/friends  

or ask the TBE Board for help.) 
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My Way In  
By Liz Gassel, TBE President 
 

The Sisterhood of Temple Beth El was ómy way inô to becoming an active member of life at this congregation. As a newcomer, 

how do you step in to a totally new and foreign land, a new Temple, a new culture? Sisterhood is where I found that warm embrace and 

that comfortable avenue into Temple life.  

Our first Rosh Hashanah here, 1999, Mike and I came in to the sanctuary and fortuitously seated ourselves next to the old guard of 

Sisterhood, Goldie and Sylvia. We would never forget that mix of Silver and Gold, so warm, encouraging and friendly. Soon after, I 

joined and took part in the organization. 

Over time, I got to know more members. Familiarity and ease came through the involvement in projects and working with others to 

plan them and carry them to success. Bowl - ing for Hunger required much planning and two Sundayôs work with the Religious School 

staff and students and their parents as well as Sisterhood members. During the related dinner and chili cook ï off and fundraising for 

Mazon, yet more faces and names of the congregation connected together. 

The Hamentaschen Bake called for a large crew in our Temple kitchen. So what if the hamentaschen corners were not quite sharp 

and the filling ran out here and there! It was a collective project together with other women. In the doing we began long standing 

friendships. On another occasion, the meeting topic was riveting. It involved a presentation by our women members who hailed from 

other countries ï England, Russia, South Africa, Germany, Canada, to name a few. Hearing their stories of Jewish life and tasting some 

typical foods allowed for another dimension of closeness and bonding. 

Enough of the reminiscing already! Suffice it to say that through my work and roles in Sisterhood from programming through 

presidency, together with the work of many others, through highly successful projects like óBowlô-ing for Hunger (now called óHunger 

Shabbatô) to projects that never got off the ground, like a Sisterhood idea to participate in creating an óartist-designedô wedding chupah, 

I came to be a collaborator in Temple Beth El life. Here is what the Reform movement is talking about right now, what is au courant, 

the focus on relationships, impact and meaning. Not a new idea, really, but a very important goal of ours. To have our congregants 

inspired and involved in a meaningful community is an ultimate objective for all of us. All of our work here should focus on that goal.  

The Temple landscape is an ever-changing one with people coming for the first time, leaving, maybe returning, sometimes 

involved, other times not, sometimes gone forever. As a working component of the Temple Beth El community, Sisterhood provides a 

constant that all women of our congregation can embrace and, like my experience, reciprocal goals both for the organization and for its 

members can be attained. Why not new goals, radically different, as we go forward to make an organization that inspires and engages 

the next generation of women? An active membership of varying ages and interests must continue to provide a place for many to 

integrate into the life of today at Temple Beth El.  

Just two years before the establishment of our Sisterhood, Women of Reform Judaism formed. An affiliate of the URJ and an 

integral part of the Reform Movement, WRJ is the organizational umbrella for hundreds of affiliated sisterhoods with tens of 

thousands of members around the globe. 

As a WRJ member, our Sisterhood embraces their approach and vision: 

WRJ strengthens the voice of women and empowers them to create caring communities, cultivate personal and spiritual growth, 

and promote Reform Jewish values to ensure a vibrant future. 

WRJ has an illustrious and extensive history being at the forefront of social action and change, advancing the role of women in 

Jewish life, and supporting the growth of Reform institutions around the world. 

Each year our Sisterhood creates a Shabbat service and our members participate. This year, on Friday, February 20, at 7:30 p.m., 

that service will commemorate ó100 Years of Sisterhood at Temple Beth Elô. Please attend and support this tribute to our Temple 

Women. Consider becoming a member, if you are not. As with the Temple in general, we are looking for you, the next generation, to 

come forward and to make Sisterhood yours. 

Chanukah Latke Celebration Lots of Fun 
By Amy Rosenberg 
  

 What do 800 latkes, 45 pounds of delicious smoked brisket, 9 challahs, 7 quarts of applesauce, 3 quarts of sour cream, 300 cookies 

and 7 gallons of tea add up to? The answer is 131 smiling faces at the recent Temple Beth El Chanukah Latke Celebration, held on 

Friday, December 19 at Temple Beth El. 

 Fellow Jews from throughout East Tennessee and from other congregations were on hand to celebrate the Festival of Lights. The 

spirit of holiday and community was simply contagious. 

  The most well attended family event of the year, the TBE Chanukah celebration was the culmination of a great volunteer effort by 

many people but a special thanks to Phyllis and Ken Hirsh, Sylvia and Irv Witcoff, Mark and Lucy Barkan, Sandy Parker, Steve Beber, 

Hal and Jake Rosenberg, and Tina (I apologize if I inadvertently left someone out). Along with the lighting of the many beautiful 

menorahs, there was a beautiful family service after dinner led by Rabbi Matt Michaels.  

  We are already planning for an even bigger and better Chanukah Latke Celebration next year! 
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Itôs Time for Sisterhood at Temple Beth El 
By Karen Smith and Kathy Young, Sisterhood Co-Presidents 
 

 Thanks to Sisterhood Vice President for Programs Heather Laing for Sisterhoodôs January 11 program with Marilyn Kallet and to 

Marilyn Kallet for sharing her beautiful poetry from The Love that Moves Me: Love Poetry from a Jewish Perspective. 

 On February 20 at 7:30 p.m., TBE Sisterhood will celebrate ñ100 Years of Sisterhood at Temple Beth Elò with a special  

Sisterhood Shabbat service. Chairs Meredith Jaffe, Susan Baker, and Karen Smith have written a service to be led by Sisterhood 

members.  A Sisterhood Oneg will follow the service. 

 During the Purim Carnival on Sunday, March 1, Sisterhood will sell hamantaschen.  We will not offer pre-orders so arrive early 

to get your favorites. Hamantaschen will sell for $1.00 each, 6 for $5.00, or 12 for $10.00 

 Good food, friends, and a contribution to Random Acts of Flowersðwhat could be more appealing.  

Sisterhood has planned a special Shabbat evening for Friday, March 27.  Shabbat for Random Acts of Flowers 

will begin at 6:00 p.m. with a pasta dinner followed by a social justice Shabbat service led by religious school 

students. 

 Larsen Jay, founder of Random Acts of Flowers, will be our guest speaker.  He will tell us about the work of 

Random Acts of Flowers, a non-profit charity improving mental health through the power of giving flowers. 

Volunteers collect flowers from weddings, special events, houses of worship, and grocery stores to recycle and repurpose them into 

beautiful bouquets for delivery to patients in area hospitals, nursing homes, and hospice centers.  Most Monday mornings, a volunteer 

will collect the Templeôs pulpit flowers from Friday Shabbat services. These flowers are purchased by Sisterhoodôs Beiler Floral Fund. 

For the dinner, Sisterhood needs donations of pasta dishes to feed at least 8 people. The dishes can be either meat or dairy but not a 

combination.  The dish can be a cold or hot pasta, and weôll warm as needed. 

 The cost for dinner is $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for children under 12 years. There is a $25.00 cap for families (parents and children.) 

Sisterhood will provide the drinks, bread, and salad. 

 We will also collect vases of all sizes, shapes, and colors to donate to Random Acts of Flowers. And, as always, our canned food 

drive continues to support Martyôs Mission. 

 RSVP to Lesley Krakauer (691-3208 or always.brit@gmail.com) OR Karen Smith (691-3231 or briankarens@comcast.net) to bring 

a pasta dish or make a reservation for dinner. Sign up sheets will also be available on the Sisterhood Board at Temple. 

100 Years of Sisterhood  
at Temple Beth El  - 1915-2915 
By Karen Smith, Sisterhood Co-President 
 

On February 22, 1952 in observance of Brotherhood 

Week, Temple Beth El Sisterhood hosted an Interfaith Tea 

honoring the teachers of Knoxville and Knox County.  The 

tea began at 4:00 p.m. and was held at Temple Beth El, then 

located on Vine Avenue.  Exhibits of symbols and 

ceremonials were on tables and explanations were given of 

the Jewish holidays. One of the typical prayers associated 

with each holiday was recited, and a traditional hymn for 

that holiday was sung by the Temple choir. 

Invitations were extended to each school principal and 

to two representatives from each school who were selected 

by the principal; to the Supervisors; and the Superintendents.  

ñIn the interest of better understanding and better human 

relationships among people of all faiths, the Sisterhood 

Interfaith Tea will provide an opportunity to see and hear 

authoritatively some of the beauty and simplicity of the 

religion of Judaism, in a Cavalcade of Holidays,ò so read the 

notice sent by the Office of the Superintendent for Knoxville 

City Schools. 

Additional information tells us that about  

200 Knoxville and Knox County teachers attended the 

Interfaith Tea.  The tea was chaired by Emilie Strasburger 

who was at that time a Vice President of the National 

Federation of Temple Sisterhoods (NFTS.) 
 

Celebrating 100 Years of Sisterhood at Temple Beth El. 

mailto:always.brit@gmail.com
mailto:briankarens@comcast.net
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Temple Beth El Religious School February Update 
By Norma James, Education Director, normajames@tbeknox.org  
 

February 4 Midweek Hebrew pizza dinner.  

Donôt forget to come early to have pizza with your friends at 5:45 p.m. We will begin classes at 6:15 p.m.  
 

Friday, February 13 fourth grade conducts services. 
Aaron Marguiliesôs class has been working hard to prepare a wonderful service. This will be the first time these students have 

conducted the regular 7:30 p.m. service. Participating in this service will be Zoe Feldblum, Avagail Laing, Grace Marguilies, Aaron 

Shagan, Destiny Bailey, and Emma Grace Patterson. Rabbi Michaels will do his special ñAsk the Rabbiò based on questions from 

our fourth graders. This is always a fascinating service for students and adults. Parents of the 4th grade class will host the oneg. 
 

Additional 6:00 p.m. Service February 13 conducted by our youngest students.  

Donôt miss the sweetest service of the year! Larissa Kayôs preschool class, Alicia Carterôs kindergarten, and Lizzy Noonôs first/second 

grade class will use our Gates of Prayer for Young People as they lead a short 6:00 p.m. service. Conducting this service will be Karl 

James, Julia Frankel, Sophia Tumpson, Sammy Friedman, Millie Braude, Luke Javors, Eric Woldman, Racheal Feinbaum, 

Sam Shagen, Abram Kirshner, Rebecca Hale, Annalee Patterson, Elliot Dean, Sarah Mundorff, Nyla Griffith, and Andrew 

Sandberg. 
 

Shabbat Dinner for families of the PreK, K, 1
st
, 2
nd
, and 4th grades February 13. Each time our students conduct services, 

Rabbi Matt and Norma treat the families to a special Shabbat dinner. This is a wonderful way to share the joy of a family Shabbat as 

Rabbi guides us through the traditional Shabbat rituals. This month the dinner will be at 6:30 p.m., which is AFTER the younger gradesô 

grade service and BEFORE the fourth grade service. Parents of the younger grades will provide the desserts for the dinner, and we will 

take care of the rest. The fourth grade parents are in charge of the regular oneg after the 7:30 p.m. service. Norma asks that families 

RSVP as to how many people will be attending the dinner. 
 

February 15 is Torah Tots!  

If you have a child or grandchild ages 2-4, this is the program for you! Please join our parent-child group for 90 minutes of fun. We 

have stories, songs, movement, crafts, and a visit from Rabbi Matt. Our sessions are 9:45-11:15 a.m. Temple membership is not a 

requirement for participation. 
 

Mitzvah Day is Sunday, February 22 at the AJCC, 6800 Deane Hill Drive.  

All religious school students will report to the AJCC instead of Temple Beth El. The times will still be 9:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  We 

have some great ideas to make this Mitzvah Day new and exciting.  

Parents are urged to attend this community day of mitzvahs! 
 

We WILL have Religious School on Presidentsô Weekend, February 15.  
 

Donôt forget about our Purim Carnival on Sunday, March 1! 

Jewish Family Services, Heska Amuna Synagogue,  
Temple Beth El, and Chabad of  Knoxville  

 

are forming a  

Community Bereavement Support Group  
 

We will meet on the first Wednesday of  the month at noon  
and the third Wednesday of  the month at 7:30 p.m. Guests are welcome  

to bring a vegetarian brown bag lunch to our noon meetings.  
Meetings will take place in the AJCC Orwitz Room (6800 Deane Hill Drive).  

 

For questions or to RSVP, please contact JFS Director Laura Berry  
at (865)690 -6343, ext. 18 or LBerry@jewishknoxville.org  

 

This monthõs meetings will be on February 4 (noon) and February 18 (7:30 p.m.) 

mailto:normajames@tbeknox.org
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Temple Beth El Contributions 
Donations listed were received as of December 27, 2014 

150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Dande Printing Service 
 

CARING COMMITTEE FUND 
In memory of Bertram Gudis 

Julius and Ann Lasnick 
 

CLARENCE STRASBURGER 

MEMORIAL SACRED MUSIC FUND 
In memory of my grandfather,  

Albert L. Ehrlich 

Linda Bolt 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

In memory of Barnie Frankel 

Jay and Valerie Frankel 
 

ERMA GERSON COMMUNITY FUND 

In memory of Jack Misner 

Bernice Gerson 
 

GENERAL FUND  

In memory of my mother, Frances Brody  

Ivan Brody 

In memory of Abbie Smith, Bert Gudis, & 

Mark Blumenthal 

Ivan Brody 

In memory of Anna Gassel 

Liz Gassel and Michael Pardee 

In memory of Emily Keisler 

Aron and Hayley Goldfeld 

In memory of Ann Lieberman 

Daryle and Marsha Gross,  

Lawrence and Kim Hookman 

 

 

In memory of Ricka Goodfriend 

Gary and Linda Johnson 

In memory of Abbie Smith & Sylvia Brenner 

Richard Licht and Shirley McGuire 

In memory of Bert Gudis 

Seymour Musiker 

In memory of Bert Gudis 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Moody 

In memory of Abbie Smith, Bertha Lees, 

Faye Raymon & Emily Keisler 

Deborah Roberts 

In memory of Florence Rubin 

Neil and Karen Rubin 

In memory of Basia & Boris Shusterman 

Maria Shusterman 

In memory of Mildred Jacobson 

Joyce Traugot 

In memory of my parents and Faye Raymon 

Wilma Weinstein 

In memory of Harold Winston 

Becky Winston 

In memory of Sam Salky 

Becky Winston 
 

HENRY & CLAUDIA FRIBOURG 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

BOOKSHELF FUND 

In memory of Zakhar Sapozhnikov and in 

appreciation of Rabbi Michaels 

Yelena Sapozhnikova 
 

HERMINA BEILER FLORAL FUND 
In memory of Elise Levy 

Richard Licht and Shirley McGuire 

In memory of Nachum Barkan 

Mark and Lucy Barkan 

In memory of Louis Pollock 

Howard and Janice Pollock 

In memory of Abraham Markman 

The Markman Family 
 

MARX FAMILY EDUCATION FUND 

In memory of Elise R. Guthman 

Ursula Marx 
 

PRESERVATION FUND 
In memory of Abbie Smith 

Allan and Valerie Rosenbaum 
 

RABBIôS DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Robert and Wendy Goodfriend 

In memory of Abraham Markman 

Harold Markman 

In memory of Irma Hill 

Neil Moss 

In memory of Toby, Abe, Randy Schwartz 

Pam, Alan, Jordan Schwartz 
 

SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND 
In memory of  William Rockmaker 

Steve Rockmaker 
 

TREE OF LIFE FUND 
Donations By: Liz Gassel and Michael 

Pardee, Aron and Hayley Goldfeld, Louis 

Gross and Marilyn Kallet,  Ken and Phyllis 

Hirsh, Wes and Norma James,  Ed and Bella 

Lester, Rabbi Matt Michaels, Chuck and 

Missy Noon, Howard and Janice Pollock, 

Dan Smith 

Link Kroger Cards to TBE and Help Us Raise Funds 
 

 Itôs a New Year. Please be sure your Kroger card is linked to Temple Beth El for Community Rewards. Kroger donates a 

percentages of your purchases quarterly.  This simple service is an important and helpful fund rasing method that every member can 

participate to increase our income from the Kroger program. 

  The sale of grocery cards was an important fundraiser for Temple Beth El for many years.  Now we just link our Kroger Plus Card to 

Temple Beth El and earnings automatically accrue for us quarterly ï any time we shop in any of the Kroger family stores - anywhere in 

the country! Your grown kids may still be using your Kroger Plus ID for discounts (who wouldnôt!) and can add to our fundraiser, too. 

Or, you may be traveling and can add bucks to our fundraiser while you are away! Other Kroger family stores around the country now 

are QFC, Smithôs, Fryôs, Dillons, Ralphs, and Fred Myer. 

 The 24 households enrolled helped us earn $326.89 last quarter. A special thanks to all of you that supported this fundraiser for so 

many years! Please be a part of it now in 2015! 
 

ENROLL today. Follow These Four Simple Steps 

1.     www.krogercommunityrewards.com  

2.     Sign in if you already have an account (use your account for digital coupons, view gas points, etc.)  

3.     If not, create an account. Youôll need the number off your Kroger Plus Card.  

4.     Search for Temple Beth El 

5. ENROLL 
 

Please note that you must re-enroll each year so even if you think you are participating,  

please double check by following the above steps. 
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All TBE Members are Temple Membership Committee Members! 
 By Janice Pollock, Membership Chair 

 

On Friday, February 6, the Temple Beth El Membership Committee will host a wine and cheese reception at 6:30 p.m. This will take 

place prior to the KJA Shabbat which is always a great opportunity to learn more about KJAôs important role in our community. 

 The Membership Committee has been capably led by Amy Rosenberg for many years. Her contributions to this and so many other 

endeavors have been very meaningful for Temple Beth El. I look forward to continuing the efforts on behalf of our Temple to achieve a 

number of goals, including: 

¶ Simplify the process for prospective members ï this includes relevant materials, contact names and general roadmap to learn about 

becoming a Temple Beth El member 

¶ Assist with specific questions that a prospective member might have depending on their needs and expectations. Questions may vary 

a great deal whether someone is new to the area or has been in Knoxville but unaffiliated. Different members of Temple leadership 

and congregation can play an important role 

¶ Social opportunities ï work in conjunction with social committee to ensure new and prospective members are aware of the 

wonderful and wide range of activities available at Temple Beth El. The use of web site and email blasts can greatly assist with this 

process 

¶ New Member Mentor Program ï The purpose of this is to pair a new member with an individual or family that has been a member of 

Temple Beth El for some time. Especially for families new to the area, the opportunity can exist for informal but helpful assistance 

with Temple or Knoxville related questions 

 The current and long-term health of our congregation can be aided in many ways by a successful membership committee. We all 

know relatively new members who have capably stepped up and offered their assistance in many aspects of Temple life. Every individual 

or family brings their own Jewish experiences to our Temple and for that we are all better off. The recent growth in members is a very 

positive sign and something to build on. EVERYONE at Temple Beth El is on the Membership Committee. We were all new once and 

everyone can play a role in helping Temple Beth El now and in the future. If you meet someone in the community who is unaffiliated or 

otherwise interested in joinin,g please pass along any names to me or Tina in the office (secretary@tbeknox.org)  

 On behalf of the committee we would like to thank Rabbi Matt Michaels for his tireless efforts meeting with prospective members 

and sharing his vision of Temple Beth El. Also, since many families happen to stop by during religious school we appreciate Norma 

James for her efforts and support to grow Temple Beth El.  

 

 

 

 

 

Friday,  
February 6

 

6:30 p.m. 
 

The Temple Beth El  
Membership Committee  
will host a wine and cheese 

reception 
 

 This will take place prior to  
KJA Shabbat services. 

 

 All existing, new, and 
prospective members  
are invited to attend! 

 
We look forward to seeing you  

at Temple Beth El. 
 

If you have any questions, please 
contact Janice Pollock at  
(865) 670-6611 or 

Tina at secretary@tbeknox.org 

 

mailto:secretary@tbeknox.org
mailto:secretary@tbeknox.org
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Mi Shebeirach List   
 

Diamond Freeberg 

Jacquelyn Warden 

Tina Klein  

Marsha Gross 

Jamie Brody 

Derek Reed Trimble 

Henry Fribourg 

Andy Traugot 

Gail Rawlings  

Dick Hahn 

Charles Strasburger  

George Messing 

Yechezkiel ben Leah 

Chaya bat Kôreindel 

Môrah bat Leah (Meagan Cohen) 

Velvel ben Chaim 

Rabbi Mathew Michaels 
rabbimichaels@tbeknox.org 
 

Liz Gassel, President  
president@tbeknox.org  
 
Norma James,  
Religious School Director  
normajames@tbeknox.org 
 
Temple Beth El Office Staff 
secretary@tbeknox.org 
 
 
TBE Office Phone:  
(865) 524-3521 
TBE Fax: (865) 525-6030  
 

Temple Office Hours: 
Monday ï  Friday: 
10:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Visit our website:  
www.tbeknox.org 

February Dates to Remember 
 
Friday, February 6   6:30 p.m.   Wine & Cheese Reception 
       7:30 p.m.    KJA Shabbat Service 
 
Sunday, February 8   6:30 p.m.  KJA Pacesetterôs Dinner 
 
Friday, February 13   6:00 p.m.  Pre-K thru 2

nd
 Grade Service 

          with dinner to follow 
         7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service led by 4

th
 Grade 

 
Sunday, February 15  9:30 a.m.  KJA Mitzvah Day (members and  
          students. Meet at the Arnstein Jewish 
          Community Center) 
          9:45 a.m.  Torah Tots 
 
Friday, February 20   7:30 p.m. Sisterhood 100 years  
          WRJ Shabbat Service 
 
 
 
Saturday, February 21 10:30 a.m.   Learnerôs Minyan followed by   
               luncheon 
 
Friday, February 27  6:00 p.m.  Purim Dinner with Purim Shabbat  
          Service to follow 

Tikkun Olam   

 

(Hebrew : ˫˪ˣ˰ ˭ˣ˵˧˸ or   ˫˪ˣ˰ ˭ˣ˵˸ is a Hebrew 

phrase that means "repairing the world" (or 

"healing the world") which suggests humanity's 

shared responsibility to heal, repair, and 

transform the world.  
 

In Judaism, the concept of tikkun olam  

originated in the early rabbinic period. The 

concept was given new meanings in the kabbalah 

of the medieval period and has come to possess 

further connotations in modern Judaism.  

Source:  Wikipedia ) 

mailto:NFJames@aol.com
http://www.tbeknox.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kabbalah
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Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds 
 

A Supporting Organization of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee  
Foundation to preserve and strengthen the Jewish Community of Knoxville 

KNOXVILLE JEWISH COMMUNITY FAMILY OF FUNDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Scott B. Hahn, President; Carole Martin, President-Elect; Jacki Imbrey, Secretary/Treasurer; Bernard S. Rosenblatt, Past President; 

Jeff Becker; Bernard Bernstein; Abraham Brietstein; Arnold Cohen; Robert Goodfriend; Richard Jacobstein; Howard Pollock;  

Pace Robinson; Alexandra Rosen; Mel Sturm; Jeff Gubitz, Ex-Officio; Laura Berry, Administrative Director 
 

The Board of Directors of the Knoxville Jewish Family of Funds thanks the Knoxville Jewish Community, the staff of the  

Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee Foundation for their support and encouragement. The KJCFF encourages you to 

help insure the healthy future of our Knoxville Jewish community by including a commitment to the  

KJCFF in your financial and estate planning. 
 

To learn more about KJCFF philanthropic opportunities, call 690-6343 or visit our website at www.jewishknoxville.org/kjcff 

Oh, the Places Youôll Go! 
By Scott B. Hahn, Esq., KJCFF President  
 

I recently had the privilege of attending the BBYO Cotton States regional convention, held 

here in Knoxville. It was very rewarding to see how well the region and our local AZA and BBG 

chapters are doing some 35 years after I attended my last BBYO convention. It also gave me a 

chance to reflect on what a major component of my Jewish life conventions have been in my life 

and how important they are to our community in general. 

Attending Jewish conferences are vital to a community on so many different levels. Living 

in a small Jewish community, you can learn about what your peers are doing in other cities. You 

can get ideas for programs, hear interesting speakers, and visit cities you may not visit otherwise. 

Probably the most important aspect of going to a conference is that you can make friends from 

other communities and bond with your fellow travelers. A lot of important business and long-

term planning can take place at these events that can help shape your organization for years to 

come. Finally, conferences are fun. I never had a bad time at any of the events I attended.  

Unfortunately, fewer and fewer people in our community attend these conferences. I realize that there are several factors that have 

contributed to the decline in participation, the two biggest being time and money. Currently, I am aware of only one fund at the KJCFF 

that helps to subsidize travel for conferences and that is the Ted and Dolly Reback Knoxville Youth Fund, which helps defray travel 

expenses for local kids to attend BBYO conferences and conventions. For those of you who don't know, Ted was a longtime advisor and 

mentor to Winick AZA. Ted dedicated his time to help counsel many Jewish males here in town, this author included. The fund was 

started by the Reback children and some Winick alumni in Ted and his wife's Dolly's honor. 

There is no question that a major component of leadership development is conference participation. I know many cities have 

substantial funds dedicated to subsidizing participantsô travel expenses. In my opinion, such a fund would be a major benefit to organized 

Jewish life in Knoxville, for all the reasons listed above and many more. We believe in the importance of sending our youth to such 

programs. We also need to focus on the benefit such programs could have on our adult leadership.   

Donations 
 

Besmann Family Fund for Social Justice and Spiritual Enrichment 
 Ted and Wendy Besmann 

BôNai Tzedek Fund of Arielle Rosen 
 Alexandra Rosen 

BôNai Tzedek Fund of Nathan Rosen 
 Alexandra Rose 
 

Cohen-Presser Designated Fund 
 In Memory of Joe Goodstein 
  Marilyn Presser 
Dewey Reich Chesed Shel Emet Fund  
 In Memory of Marilyn Wohl's Mother, Bertha Lees 
  Jeff and Charlene Gubitz, Drs. Reneeô Hyatt and Paul Erwin 
Heska Amuna Educational Enrichment Fund 
 In Memory of Richard Mottsman 

Harriet and Michael Glasman 

In Memory of Jeff Ginsburg 
Manny Herz 

In Memory of Joe Goodstein 
Coworkers of Fran Goodstein Redisch, Jamie Low,  

  Glenda Young 
 

Ted and Dolly Reback Knoxville Youth Fund 
Richard and Kathryn Reback 
 

Sylvia Robinson Memorial Fund 
In Honor of the Calendar Committee 
 Natalie Robinson 
 

Grants 
Č The Knoxville Jewish Alliance received a grant from the EAR Fund for general 

support. 

Č The KJA also received a grant from the KJA Directorôs Supplement Fund to 

support the KJA executive directorôs 2014 conference costs.  

Ted Reback (standing) with Irene 

Mesnick, Jeff and Charlene Gubitz,  

c. 1982-83. 



On behalf of the Jewish Congregation 

of Oak Ridge Sisterhood, we wish to 

express our deep appreciation to the 

friends and members who helped 

with our annual Chanukah sale:  

Melissa Sturm, Dr. Gilya Schmidt, 

Peggy Laxton, Brenda and Sig 

Mosko, Sam and Nona Poole, Meir 

Niad, Charlie Schwartz, Hilary 

Shreter, Rhonda Sternfels, Bruce Tomkins, Rita Hoenbrink, 

Alice Good, Rabbi Rashkovsky, Jim Bogard, andMoshe Yair. 

Todah Rabah to our customers and supporters. 

Dancing and delectable latkes were hallmarkôs of JCORôs 

Chanukah Party festivities. 

Chanukah Happenings and Moreé.. 

 We closed out a great 2014 with a joyous Chanukah celebration. Sisterhood's gift shop supplied us with new candles, wrapping 

paper and gifts. Becky Charles 

led the families in an afternoon 

of Chanukah activities 

including stories, cookie 

decorating, Israeli dancing and 

designing our own menorahs.  

 JCORôs synagogue party 

was a blast, with dancing and 

magic shows. This year we 

thought beyond the potato and 

added new latke flavors of 

carrot, zucchini, and apple. 

Join us as we continue to grow 

and celebrate our heritage in 

2015. 




