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I N  T H I S  I S S U E 
Heska Amuna to Host July Guest 

 

 You are invited to join us for a weekend 
with Rabbi Michael E. Panitz, Ph.D. 

 

Saturday, July 26 – 9:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Services 

 

Sunday, July 27 – 10:15 a.m.–Noon 

Sunday Class with bagel snacks 
 

 

 After earning his rabbinic ordination in 1982, and his Ph.D. in Jewish history in 
1989, Dr. Michael Panitz served a Jewish congregation in Maywood, NJ, and 
concurrently taught at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York City.   
Dr. Panitz also devotes his energies to teaching and community service. He is 
currently an adjunct professor of religion at  Old Dominion University and Virginia 
Wesleyan College and has previously taught classes in religion and history at the 
College of William & Mary.  
 

 Born in Washington, D.C., and raised in Paterson, NJ, Dr. Panitz has been married 
to his wife, Sheila, for more than 30 years, and they are the proud parents of three 
children, Emily, Ezekiel, and Morris Benjamin. The couple also has two 
grandchildren, Marina and Joachim.  Pastimes include classical piano and chess:  
Dr. Panitz introduced the chess program at the Hebrew Academy of Tidewater and 
now runs a summer chess camp for children at Norfolk Collegiate School.  

Heska Amuna Synagogue to 
Observe Tisha B’Av  

Monday, August 4
,
, 7:00 p.m. 

  

Five misfortunes befell our 

fathers ... on the ninth of Av.  

...On the ninth of Av it was decreed 

that our fathers should not enter the 

[Promised] Land, the Temple was 

destroyed the first and second time, 

Bethar was captured and the city 

[Jerusalem] was ploughed up. 
 

 - Mishnah Ta'anit 4:6 

http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/mishnah.htm
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Heska Amuna Synagogue’s 
Mission Statement 

 

Heska Amuna Synagogue is a sacred home, 
animated by Jewish tradition: 

 Finding purpose through reflection 
(Cheshbon HaNefesh); 

 Healing lives through service (Chesed); 
and 

 Celebrating God with awe and joy 
(Yirat Shamayim). 

3811 Kingston Pike     Knoxville, TN 37919    865.522.0701    www.heskaamuna.org 

From the Rabbi’s Desk:  

All Creation is Service 
By Rabbi Alon Ferency 
 

 As a friend commented, I am “touchy-feely” but not 

“new-agey.” When a yoga teacher sonorously intones “your 

‘self’ impairs your ability to ‘be present,”’ I glaze over and 

wonder when I next need to cut my nails. Yet, there is even 

some truth to her statement, if we re-frame the sentiment: 

one’s sense of what would be pleasing often impairs one’s 

vision of what is actually needed in the moment. Creation is 

often about finding a niche, and filling a gap – seeing 

clearly what is lacking, what is needed, and what can be done. Creation is a form of 

service, and service has to be determined ultimately by the served, not the servant. The 

simplest and best gifts are often when we perceive what the recipient really wants, even 

by asking directly. 

 In 1997, I trained in the poorest region of Cameroon, the East Province, along the 

rainforests near the border with the Central African Republic. Trainees worked with an 

experienced Peace Corps volunteer, and attended site visits to one of her projects near 

completion: a spring-box, a water capture system which would provide safe, potable 

water to the local citizens. At the time, I remember feeling disdain for the work; it 

seemed so trivial, unimpressive, even homely. Years later, my respect and fondness for 

that volunteer have grown exponentially, and I see the enormity of her accomplishment: 

in spite of tremendous obstacles to development –corruption, apathy, ignorance – 

together with her leadership, those villages made an enduring advance in their health 

and welfare, sowing seeds for future community mobilization.  

 I, however, was too blind to achieve even a simple, ungainly spring-box. I cast 

about for ambitious projects, something that would suit a need to “leave my mark”: a 

dam, a bridge, a theater. I fell victim to the fallacy of hordes of politicians, economists, 

and development professionals before me and afterward: an edifice complex. I thought 

that what I believed to be of value would become what the host country nationals 

needed; that looks matter; and that size, scale, and construction were somehow 

important. In the end, I spent so much time looking for the perfect project that I 

completed none.  

 Would that I had known and followed the advice of the early Zionist Josef 

Trumpledor, “We need people to serve at any cost at whatever task Palestine requires… 

Is there a wheel lacking? I am that wheel. Nails, screws, a block? Take me. Must the 

land be dug? I will dig it. Is there shooting to be done, are soldiers needed? I will enlist. 

Policemen, doctors, lawyers, teachers, water-carriers? If you please, I am ready to do it 

all. I am not a person. I am the pure embodiment of service, prepared for everything. I 

have no ties. I know only one command: Build.” 

 Build! Not a community center, nor a monorail, not a water tower left to rust in 

disuse. Find what is needed and become a part of the creation. And, when you offer the 

gift of your creativity, let the words of the prophet Isaiah ring in your ears: “Whom shall 

I send? Who will go for us? And I said, here I am; send me!” 

If you or a loved one is ill or 
hospitalized, please let us 
know so that we can 
attend to him or her as a 
community, and place the 
name on our  
Mi Sheberach prayer list.  
 
Unfortunately, federal law 
prohibits hospitals from 
notifying us when community 
members are admitted. 
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HA Tzedek Project Finds Ways to Help Others 
By Nancy Becker and Marilyn Liberman 
 

 Last year, the Tzedek Club was formed. The group hosted representatives of 

different organizations to learn about community needs. A few projects came out of that 

year. We would like to tell you about one project.  

 Wendy Besmann spoke to us about the K-Town 

Youth Council. K-Town is a system of care that provides 

services and supports for youth ages 14-21. The K-Town 

Youth Council is made up of youth who support each 

other in overcoming social and emotional challenges. 

They meet once a month after school for projects, field 

trips, and learning.  

 The Tzedek Club has provided a birthday cake each 

month to celebrate with those kids who often don't 

celebrate their special day anywhere else. The kids are 

always very appreciative.  Such a simple gesture to bring 

a little happiness and let them know someone else cares 

about them. Our birthday cake comes with birthday plates and napkins, and a card that 

says “Heska Amuna wishes you all a happy birthday.”   

 

Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 

e-mail: rabbi.ferency@heskaamuna.org 
 

President 

Jenifer Ohriner 

e-mail: hapresident@heskaamuna.org 
 

Chair of the Board 

Barry Allen 

e-mail: hachair@heskaamuna.org 
 

Youth and Family Programming Director 

Betty Golub 

e-mail: morahbetty@heskaamuna.org 
    

Operations and Administration Director 

Bradley Drew    

e-mail: admin@heskaamuna.org 
 

Heska Amuna Synagogue 

e-mail: admin@heskaamuna.org 
 

Permanent Schedule 
 

Friday Night Services.........…...Varies 

Saturday Morning Service.........9:30 a.m. 

Mon. & Thurs. Minyanim…….7:00 a.m. 
 

Evening minyanim can be arranged  

by calling President Jenifer Ohriner,  

719-0584, one week before. 

 

Sunday Minyan.........................9:30 a.m. 
 
 

For a list of Heska Amuna’s funds and  

other information, please visit  

www.heskaamuna.org 
 

Heska Amuna Synagogue  
is an affiliate of United Synagogue  

of Conservative Judaism.  
 

HaShofar material copyrighted by  

Heska Amuna Synagogue. 

Mazal Tov! 
 

 Josh and Kim Hedrick on the birth of their 

daughter, Darcy Abigail Hedrick  

 Eytan and Mari Klausner on the birth of their 

son, Amos Eliezer Klausner   

 Jenifer and Evan Ohriner on the birth of their 

grandson, Nadav Jacob Ohriner 

 Esther Sitver for winning first place for the  

10th grade in the Dogwoods Arts Festival Student 

Exhibition 

Sponsor a Kiddush! It’s Easy! 
 

 Celebrating your birthday or anniversary this month? Donate $18.00 to 

the Kiddushim account to celebrate your special occasion, or contact Gene 

and be a full sponsor. You may contribute any amount toward the weekly 

Kiddushim to help defray expenses by mailing your check to the Synagogue 

Office, marking Kiddushim. Call Gene Rosenberg at 693-3162 for more 

information and to reserve a date.   

 We would like to thank Marilyn Burnett who sponsored a kiddush in 

April and Arnold and Mary Linda Schwarzbart who sponsored 

kiddushim in June.  

Gan K’Tan leader Anna reads to families. The monthly program is for area tots. 
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Heska Amuna Religious School News 
By Betty Golub, Youth and Family Programming Director, morahbetty@heskaamuna.org 

Summer is a time when the daily schedule of school and work changes. Everyone can enjoy some of the extra daylight 

and warmer temperatures in natural surroundings. Select four items and participate in our summer4 family fun . 

Go on a “Berakhah”/ Blessings Hunt 
People are sometimes more aware of God’s creations when outdoors.  One way to acknowledge God’s presence is to recite a Berakhah/

blessing, in praise of what God has created. One fun activity is to go on an “Outdoor Creations Hunt.” 

 

 When finding a beautiful tree or flower in your yard or neighborhood, say: 
Barukh atah ado-nai elo-heinu melekh ha-Olam shkakha lo b’olamo 

Praised are you, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has such beauty in His world 
 

 When seeing the ocean, say: 

Barukh atah ado-nai elo-heinu melekh ha-olamshe asah et ha-yam ha-gadol 

Praised are you, Lord our G-d, King of the universe who has made the great sea 
 

 When smelling fragrant trees or bushes, say: 

Barukh atah ado-nai elo-heinu melekh ha-olam bor-re atzei v’samim 

Praised are you, Lord our G-d, King of the universe who creates fragrant trees 
 

 When seeing other wonders of nature such as mountains, deserts, shooting stars or a sunrise, say: 
Barukh ata ado-nai elo-heinu melekh ha-olam, oseh ma’aseh v’reisheet 

Praised are you, Lord our G-d, King of the universe who makes the works of creation 
 

 If you are lucky enough to see a rainbow, say: 

Barukh ata ado-nai elo-heinu melekh ha-olamzokher hab’rit v’ne’eman bi-v’ritov’kayam b’ma’amaro 

Praised are you, Lord our G-d, King of the universe who remembers His covenant, is faithful to it, and keeps His promise 
 

Families can read together the following Biblical texts that deal with nature: 
 Genesis:  Chapter 1  List of general categories of God’s creations 

 Genesis 1:6-7   Creation of dry land 

 Genesis 1:11-12   Creations of trees and plants 

 Genesis 1:14-16   Planets, Constellations, Sun and Moon 

 Genesis 9:12-17   Rainbows as a sign of the Covenant between God and Noah  
  

Take pictures or make family illustrations for a Summer Berakhah Booklet.  
 While God’s Covenant was with Noah and future generations, families can talk about how agreements and promises are kept within 

 a family, with friends, and with G-d. 
 

Have a Shabbat Picnic 
A picnic is a fun activity in the backyard or at a park.  Non-breakable and stackable plastic ware is available to make packing a 

picnic basket light and easy. A Shabbat Picnic packing list should include: wine or grape juice, challot (small rolls are easy to carry), 

challah cover, water and paper towels for washing hands, a siddur or copy of the Kiddush and Birkat Ha Mazon (grace after meals) 
 

Check a Jewish Calendar 
A family can look at the moon each evening. Make a note of the Hebrew date and the phase of the moon. Rosh Hodesh Elul, the 

month of Elul begins on the evening of August 26. During the month of Elul, the Shofar is blown each morning to remind us that 

Rosh Hashanah is approaching. If you have a Shofar (and some of our children do), practice blowing it during the summer.  

Download a Hebrew calendar:  http://www.hebcal.com/hebcal 
 

Connect with life in Israel 
Check the temperature each day at home and then compare it to the weather in a city in Israel 

For weather in Israel: 

http://jpost.com and scroll down on the right side of the page 

http://www.haaretzdaily.com and scroll down on the left side of the page 
 

Create a Mitzvah Garden 
 Raise vegetables and flowers in your garden or in large pots. Homegrown vegetables can be donated to a food pantry such as the 

Second Harvest or to shut-ins or the elderly. Flowers planted now can be given as gifts for Shabbat and the Fall Holidays. Use the 

flowers to decorate your Sukkah! 

http://www.hebcal.com/hebcal
http://jpost.com
http://www.haaretzdaily.com
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Heska Amuna Religious School  
Summer Family Fun Packet 

 

This summer ,your family can participate in our first ever Summer Family Fun Activities 
Program. Select any 4 activities and your child will receive a sweet treat on the first 
day of religious school. 

 
Family Name __________________________________________ 
 
Child’s Name _______________________  Grade ____________ 

 

Four Family Fun Activities my family participated in this summer: 
 

 

Among Our Members 
 

 Get well wishes go out to the following people 

who were ill or recuperating: 

Joyce Beerman, Greta Besmann, Harriet Cooper, 

Erik Golub, Marion Goodstein, George Messing, 

Eliyahu ben Shulamit, Judy Rattner, Nicole 

Russler, Chaya Ruchel bat Krayndle, Jenny 

Pfeffer Rodriguez.  
 

 Todah rabah to Kim Hedrick for her work in 

the synagogue office in the past months.  

HARS Hosts Passover Seder 
(L-R) Josh Scott participates in the  seder. 

Peri and Ken Levine sample charoset. 
Charlene Gubitz leads songs at our seder. 

Don't miss out on the fun at  

Heska Amuna Religious School! 
  

 We offer activities and classes 

for children from newborn to 12th 

grade. Experience our creative  

Tot Shabbat and Family Minyan.  

 For more information, please 

contact Betty Golub at 

morahbetty@heskaamuna.org or call 

(865) 522-0701. 

mailto:morahbetty@heskaamuna.org
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Sisterhood Community Whitwell Trip Terrific Holocaust Education Program 
 

 Two chartered buses rolled into the Whitwell Middle School parking lot on March 30, dispersing occupants into the welcoming arms 

of volunteers with the Children’s Holocaust Memorial and Paper Clips project, created by middle school students from the small 

southeastern Tennessee town of Whitwell.  During the bus ride, Holocaust survivors Trudy Dreyer and Art Pais captivated riders with 

stories of their experiences and survival. The two switched buses on the way back, providing all with two gripping firsthand accounts of 

their exploits. Thanks go to Andrew Weinstein for these photographs. 

Butterflies and 

paper clips were 

symbols 

incorporated by 

Whitwell students 

into the 

Holocaust 

memorial.  

An original cattle 

car used to 

transport Jews 

holds the exhibit. 

Contributions From Caring People 
For a list of synagogue funds, please visit www.heskaamuna.org 

Donations received by May 23, 2014 

GENERAL FUND 

In honor of our anniversary 

By: Jeanne and Will Kidd 

Mazel tov to Jenifer and Evan Ohriner on 

the birth of their fourth grandson. Enjoy all 

the boys. 

By: Madelyn and Dov Isaacs 

Congratulations to Jenifer and Evan 

Ohriner on the birth of their grandson, 

Nadav Jacob Ohriner 

By: Harvey and Marilyn Liberman 

In honor of our 50th anniversary 

By: Mark and Carol Harris 

For the kindness and care of Marion Bayer 

From: Karen and Rabbi Alon Ferency 

In honor of my grandson Elliot’s graduation 

From: Margrit P. Baerman 
 

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FUND 

In honor of Barry Allen 

By: Lynn Fuson 

HESKA AMUNA RELIGIOUS 

SCHOOL DONATION 

In honor of the birth of Nadav Ohriner, 

congratulations Jenifer and Evan Ohriner 

By: Lester and Betty Golub 
 

OUTSIDE BEAUTIFICATION FUND 

In honor of Marilyn Burnett 

By: Harvey and Marilyn Liberman 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In appreciation of Rabbi Ferency selling 

our families’ Hametz 

By: Raphe and Susette Panitz 

By: Martha and Marty Iroff 

By: Arnold and Mary Linda Schwarzbart 

By: Bernard and Anne Bendriem 

By: Gilya Schmidt 

By: David and Joyce Beerman 

By: Michael Burnett 

By: Anna and Jared Iroff-Bailey 

By: Mindy Goldberg 

By: Evan and Jenifer Ohriner 

By: Marilyn Presser 

By: Marilyn Burnett 

By: Ted and Wendy Besmann 

By: Scott Hahn 

By: Eytan and Mari Klausner 

By: Miriam Weinstein 

By: Jeffrey and Shelley Hecht 

In memory of Doris Rothbart 

By: Abraham and Judy Brietstein 

In appreciation of Rabbi Ferency with 

helping with the wedding. 

By: Martha and Marty Iroff 

In appreciation of Rabbi Ferency during my 

illnesses 

By: Harriet Cooper 

http://WWW.HESKAAMUNA.ORG
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S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

  1 
9-3p  Bricks4Kidz LEGO 
Camp-AL 
4:30p Pool closes for 
swim meet preparation 
6p Swim meet vs. 
Emerald Youth-AJCC 
7p Civil Rights Act:  
A Perspective-TBE 

2 
9-3p  Bricks4Kidz LEGO 
Camp-AL 

3 
7:00a minyan-HA 
9-3p  Bricks4Kidz LEGO 
Camp-AL 

4  Independence Day 

KJA office closed 
No summer camp today! 
 

1-7p AJCC Pool  open 
2-4p Fourth of July 
Family Pool Party 
6p Shabbat Service-TBE 
7:15p Ice Cream Social-
TBE 

5 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
HA 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 

6 
9:30a  minyan-HA 

7 
KTT Week 7:  
Dip in the Ocean 
MCDC Week 7: Magic & 
Science 
7:00a minyan-HA 

8 
4:30p Pool closes for 
swim meet preparation 
6p Swim meet vs.  
View Harbor-AJCC 
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym 
7:30p Hadassah Book 
Group 

9 10 
7:00a minyan-HA 
7:30p Board mtg-HA 

11 
6p Shabbat Service-TBE 

12 
Smoky Mountains 
Invitational Swim Meet-
Alcoa 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
HA 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 
7p Jewish Film Series-

13 
Smoky Mountains 
Invitational Swim Meet-
Alcoa 
9:30a  minyan-HA 

14 
KTT Week 8:  
Land Down Under 
MCDC Week 8: 
Adventure Week 
7:00a minyan-HA 
7:15p KJA Board-AJCC 

15 
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym 
9:30a Mommy and Me-
Chabad 

16 17 
7:00a minyan-HA 
7:30p R&R mtg-HA 

18 
6p Shabbat Service-TBE 

19 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
HA 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 

20 
8:30a AJCC Golf 
Tournament-Egwani 
Farms 
9:30a  minyan-HA 

21 
KTT Week 9:  
Say Nihao to China 
MCDC Week 9:  
Color Wars 1 
7:00a minyan-HA 

22 
9:30a Mommy and Me-
Chabad 
4:30p Pool closes for 
swim meet preparation 
6p Swim meet vs.  
MBCC-AJCC 
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym 

23 24 
7:00a minyan-HA 
9:30a Services-HA 

25 
GKAISA City Swim Meet-
UT 
6p Shabbat Service-TBE 

26 
GKAISA City Swim Meet-
UT 
9:30a Shabbat Service-w/
Rabbi Michael Panitz-HA 
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 
Study session: The 
Musar Movement-JCOR 
(after services) 

27 
GKAISA City Swim Meet-
UT 
9:30a  minyan-HA 
10:15a-noon Study 
session w/ Dr. Panitz-HA 
2-4p AJCC Family Pool 
Party 

28 
Last week of summer 
camp 
KTT Week 10:  
Ahoy Thar Matey 
MCDC Week 10:  
Color Wars 2 
7:00a minyan-HA 

29 
6p Hadassah Board 
Orientation-AJCC 
-9:30p Fencing-Gym 

30 31 
7:00a minyan-HA 

  

J u ly  2 014  

KINDER KAMP 
August 11-15 and August 18-22 

7:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 

During the two weeks of Knox County’s 
kindergarten assessment, children can enjoy 
summer camp at MCDC’s KINDER KAMP.  

 

 A fun, structured camp for kindergarteners 

 Lunch and snacks provided 
 

Cost: $200 per week (four days). 
 
KINDER KAMP is a specialty camp provided by Milton 

Collins Day Camp. Limited space is available. MCDC 

registration forms are available at www.jewishknoxville.org 

or by calling the AJCC at (865) 690-6343. 

http://www.jewishknoxville.org
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Front row: Brian Rani, Brooke Browarnik, Emily Roberts, Alex 

Pollack, Alexandra Gellis. Back Row: Revital Ganzi, Jesse Feld. 

May AIPAC Meeting Draws a Crowd 
 

 The annual Oak-Ridge-Knoxville AIPAC meeting was 

held May 1. The event, chaired by Stephen Rosen and Larry 

Leibowitz, drew over 75 individuals, including UT students and 

young professionals interested in AIPAC. 

 Attendees feasted on a 

kosher deli buffet and 

enjoyed visiting and 

chatting about the 

challenges of supporting 

Israel. Elliott Mendes, the 

Atlanta-based regional 

AIPAC director, brought 

the message of the 

importance of AIPAC’s 

work in the halls of 

Congress. Jeffrey Stein, 

AIPAC direct services 

professional, also attended. 

 Thanks to the efforts of 

Eli and Anne Greenbaum and local benefactors, UT students 

Andrew Vogel and Emily Roberts attended the National 

AIPAC Meeting in month and Roberts shared her perspectives 

on the conference. 

 Pro-Israel advocacy and strengthening the U.S.-Israel 

relationship is a cause that concerns a broad spectrum of 

Americans. AIPAC professionals work with synagogues and 

churches to promote pro-Israel advocacy throughout their 

congregations. AIPAC also works on hundreds of college and 

high school campuses, empowering and educating student 

activists to answer Israel's detractors and how to use political 

involvement to build support for Israel. 

 AIPAC has been part and parcel of the fabric of the 

Knoxville Jewish community for more than 60 years. If you are 

interested in being part of this work, please email Stephen 

Rosen (stephen.rosen@raymondjames.com) or Larry Leibowitz 

(lpl@Leibowitzlaw.com) 

UT Student Emily Roberts 

describes her experience at the 

national AIPAC meeting. 

Coleman Hoffman, Pace Robinson, and Mark Siegel enjoy a deli 

dinner. 
 

Revital Ganzi, Jesse Feld, Alana Siman-Tov, and Moshe Siman-Tov 

chat at the AIPAC meeting. 

Elliott Mendes, AIPAC 

regional director 
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PJ Library Offers Books  
and Music to Youngsters 

 

The PJ Library is a national program that 
mails a free high quality, age-appropriate 
Jewish book or music to families once a month.  

All families raising Jewish children ages 6 
months to eight years are welcome to enroll. 
The Knoxville Jewish Alliance is proud to offer 
this opportunity to explore the timeless core 
values of Judaism through books and music. 

Enroll your children or grandchildren 
today! Visit www.jewishknoxville.org/PJLibrary 
to register online or call the KJA Office at (865) 
690-6343 to request a brochure. 

2014’s Prestigious Rohr Prize Announced 
 

In the past 60 years, the Jewish Book Council has awarded over 550 authors the National Jewish 

Book Award or Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature. These prestigious awards recognize 

outstanding literature in the field and aim to encourage authors to continue to write on themes of 

Jewish interest. The Sami Rohr Prize recognizes the unique role of contemporary writers in the 

transmission and examination of Jewish life today and throughout the ages. The Prize is designed 

to encourage and promote outstanding emerging writers who will make a significant contribution 

to Jewish literature. The $100,000 Prize, the largest monetary prize in the field, is presented to 

fiction and non-fiction writers in alternating years. 
  

2014 Winner 
 The Aleppo Codex: A True Story of Obsession, Faith, and the Pursuit of an Ancient Bible,  

 by Matti Friedman 
 

2014 Choice Award 
Becoming Frum: How Newcomers Learn the Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism,  

by Sarah Bunin Benor 
 

2014 Finalists 
 Jews and Booze: Becoming American in the Age of Prohibition, by Marni Davis 

 Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine, by Nina S. Spiegel 

 The Genius: Elijah of Vilna and the Making of Modern Judaism, by Eliyahu Stern 

Winick AZA members Eli Derrington, Isaac Shefner, and Jacob 

Messing wash vehicles during the BBYO youth group’s Wash n’ 

Schmear fund raiser. Patrons enjoyed bagels and beverages 

while cars were hand washed by the teens. AZA thanks everyone 

who helped support their programming funds. 

http://www.jewishknoxville.org/PJLibrary
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Being Jewish Year Round 
By Rabbi Mathew D. Michaels, M.A.H.L., D.D. 
 

 On the final Sunday of Religious School, Alachua Haskins, our 

ISJL Fellow, created a project for all the students and their families. 

She prepared a three-month summer calendar and asked each student to 

fill it with special events and summer plans. Of course, each calendar 

noted Father’s Day in June and the 4th of July; if a student had a  

birthday during the summer, they were asked to note it. Family vacation schedules were 

added, as well as summer camp plans, etc. 

 Then Alachua asked the students about their “Jewish plans” for the summer. Her 

point was one that serves as an important reminder for all of us, namely: Jewish living is 

a year-round activity! Our goal, as individuals and as a congregation, is to take the  

teachings of Torah and the values of our heritage and integrate them into our daily lives. 

Those lessons deepen and enrich our lives. Our spiritual needs and appetites should not, 

do not and cannot take a vacation.” While we may take a break from religious school 

classes, our Judaism remains a constant and essential part of who we are. 

 Sure, the pace of life may be different during the summer months. Without a doubt, things around the Temple are quieter when Reli-

gious School is not in session and I confess that during the summer I often miss the organized chaos of Sunday mornings. To reflect the 

change of pace, we even alter our schedule of worship services. This summer we will have Kabbalat Shabbat services at 6:00 p.m. during 

the month of June and July. With the simple yet poignant reminder that “Jewish living is a year-round activity,” I invite you to mark 

YOUR calendar and plan to celebrate Shabbat with your congregational family throughout the summer. See you at 6:00 p.m! 

3 Tammuz—4 Av, 5774 

3037 Kingston Pike    Knoxville, TN 37919    865.524.3521    www.tbeknox.org 
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Temple Beth El is a Caring Community 
 

Any community should pay close attention to the basic human needs of its members. Our religious community, Temple Beth El, 

should be doing just that! That is a given. That is Community. We have a responsibility for moral excellence, so functioning in a caring 

and compassionate way should always be our highest goal. The welfare of the other is so linked to our own welfare.  

 These last few months we have worked hard to put in place methods to make sure we know who is in need and then how to address 

those needs. As we go forward, we are learning about what works best. 

 Our goals are to basically ‘keep in touch’ with, for example, those who are homebound, ill, in assisted living, or who have had sur-

gery. We phone or visit or send a card or do all three. We ask one of our volunteers to be the primary contact for an individual or family 

in need. We ask for regular updates on the condition of those individuals. We adjust our approach as we receive information on that indi-

vidual’s situation. In addition, we offer a meal of condolence for those families returning from a funeral.  

 To accomplish these goals requires people and sometimes ‘spur of the moment’ action.  

 During the month of April, our Board of Directors made calls to all of you, our congregants. They expressed Happy Passover  

greetings, and asked for your participation in our Caring Community. We are pleased that so many of you have agreed to help, however 

there are still a number of congregants who have not responded to our calls. We hoped to get every Temple Beth El member involved in 

some way. You can, for example, make regular phone calls to a homebound congregant; visit someone in the hospital or assisted living, 

or recovering from surgery at home. You could volunteer to make a meal for our freezer ‘Caring Shelf” or for a person or family who 

may have emergency needs. You could offer to help put together and deliver a ‘Meal of Condolence’ to members who have lost a loved 

one and are returning home after the funeral. 

 We hope you will consider participation in this important work. We are grateful for all you are able to do to help your fellow  

congregants in times of need. It is these mitzvot that make Temple Beth El a community.  

 The greatest pleasure is participating in something bigger than our own selves.  

 Call The TBE office at 524-3521 to become a phone, food or visitation volunteer, or to help with the ‘Meal of Condolence.’ 
 

Thank You, 

Liz Gassel, Deborah Roberts, Reneé Hyatt and Reneé Patterson 
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President’s Message: 
We Need Each Other 
By Liz Gassel 
 

Stu left you last month with his ‘lessons learned and view for the future.’ Now, I am going to take a deep breath and begin my 

tenure as president by painting in broad brush strokes a picture of a Temple Beth El with me and all of you within it, my vision of what a 

future might hold for us. I know we will continue to refine the details and minutiae of running this Temple as soon as the gavel comes 

down at the July board meeting and I say “this meeting is called to order.” 

 I would like to reflect a bit and hope you will join me. There are questions I ask myself often and I ask you now as well. What brings 

you to this place, Temple Beth El? Why are you here? If you choose to participate, to enter the doors, what are the positive things you 

feel when you walk into the room, into the sanctuary? If you do not participate, or are only occasionally involved, what is it that feels 

wrong or uncomfortable? Or is it that we just don’t ‘call’ to you? Is there something missing for you? Do you need a different model of 

Jewish community than we currently offer? 

 I think we gather together to reflect together. We are happiest when we are part of being something greater than ourselves. We crave 

intimacy and we want to be understood. We want to be visible. We want to walk into ‘the room’ and be embraced by a community that 

says we all have purpose and meaning. We want to feel that we have value to other people. We hunger for spiritual and intellectual  

stimulation. We want an experience that is accessible and we want to be moved by it. We need each other to make this happen. 

 I come to this place because it offers me all of the above. It is so significant to me to have such comfort here –to walk in at any time 

and never feel ‘a stranger’. It is a central and vital element that Temple Beth El offers. I’ve never felt quite as at home in other congrega-

tions with which I have been affiliated. It is important to know and recognize and respect such ability on the part of the whole which is 

made up of so many individuals.  

 Does Temple Beth El have something to say to you? Will you come here to grieve, to celebrate or to do something in this world?  

We are now engaging many of our congregants. Attendance and support for our programs and events has increased exponentially. Our 

Shabbat service always includes liturgy that allows us the opportunity to get a little closer to God, a Torah reading and erudite sermon 

that offers wisdom and an Oneg Shabbat where congregants linger and continue the discussion and get to know each other further. On 

Friday nights there is an expectation that if we show up, we are bound to see those we have missed all week.  

 Other successful programs and events highlight this past year. A few to mention, and please know there were others, include Learn-

er’s Minyonim, a time to feel free to ask anything about Judaism without feeling self –conscious or uncomfortable, The Passover Seder, 

the Auction, the Michael Cook Scholar in Residence evening, Summer Kabbalat Shabbatot (coming again this June and July), the Craig 

Taubman concert, a revitalized Caring Community, a Library Art Gallery with resident artists’ workshops and our ongoing and vibrant 

Religious School and Torah Tots programming. These elements of Temple Beth El reflect the core values of Judaism: learning, spiritual 

practice, worship and prayer, acts of loving kindness including the giving of your time and money, building community, caring and  

healing. 

 We all find those core values, that meaning and purpose, differently. How we connect is crucial to the big picture here. Commitment 

is key. We ask people to bring their gifts to our enterprise. You all have talents, which combined create strength. There is no such thing 

as wasted contributions. But we also must understand who we are. We are all enmeshed, intertwined and dependent on each other in so 

many ways. We need to enlist more of you as we generate new ideas about what to provide here, activities and learning that will appeal 

to those not yet engaged and new ways to fund our endeavors. Of course, when new ideas are put into action, we need people to carry out 

the plans. We need each other to make this happen.  

 We need to know how to appeal to those who are not currently  

engaged or who are only nominally engaged. Take a moment to think 

about your main reason for joining. Was it because your friends belong? 

Did you want a Jewish education for your children or did you hunger for 

Jewish knowledge? Maybe you wanted a place to pray or wanted to find 

Jewish people in an area with so few Jews – a Jewish social life. Or  

maybe you came here from another faith tradition seeking a Jewish life. 

What are the things that matter and motivate you? Have your reasons 

evolved, grown, changed? We need each other to create the dialogue and 

the view of our future.  

 Are you a member who is just ‘sending in the envelope’ or are you 

fully engaged? Rabbi Sharon Brous of Ikar says send in a ‘Love Letter.’ 

Be optimistic. Rabbi David Hartman, of blessed memory, said “No idea 

closes the discussion”. Dialogue creates the possibility of more discus-

sion. There is no single way of meeting reality. You have the power to 

disrupt old models. Not everything works for you or for me, for anyone. 

Again I quote David Hartman, “To be a Jew is to say, ‘Why are you 

right?’”. If you don’t like an idea, we’ll find a better way that works for 

you. Send in that ‘Love Letter.’ We need each other to make it happen.  
 

B’Shalom, 

Liz Gassel, President 

Your 2014-2015 Board of 

Directors, installed on  

June 27, is ready to serve the  

TBE congregation.  

Monthly meetings take place 

on the second Tuesday of the 

month at 6:30 p.m. and are 

open to all congregants  

in good standing. 
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ALL OF JULY! 
….. and the first Friday in August 

 

*********************************** 
 

6:00 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat Services and  

a Saturday evening B’nai Mitzvah 
 

July 4       6:00-7:00 p.m. Service and 7:15 p.m. Ice Cream Social 
 

July 11     6:00-7:00 p.m. Service 
 

July 18     6:00-7:00 p.m. Service 
 

July 25     6:00-7:00 p.m. Service 
 

August 1  6:00-7:00 p.m. Service w/ Choir & Abrams B’nai Mitzvah 
 

August 2  6:00 p.m. Alex and Gabe Abrams B’nai Mitzvah 

 Elections were held at TBE’s Congregational  

Meeting on Thursday, May 15. Temple Beth El Officers 

for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 are: 
  
Executive Committee, One-Year Term  

President:      Liz Gassel  

1st Vice President:   Ellen Markman  

2nd Vice President:   David Fleischmann  

Recording Secretary:   Linda Mongeon  

Financial Secretary:   Amy Rosenberg  

Treasurer:      Hayley Goldfeld  

Immediate Past President:  Stu Elston  

  

Board Members, Two-Year Term,  

2014-2016  

Bud Berman  

Arthur Copcutt II  

Missy Noon  

Howard Pollock  

Jeffrey Kay  

Ava Radoff  

Wesley James  

Tara Bain  

 

Board Member, One-Year Term,  

2014-2015  

Heather Laing  

Jeannine Stanley 

If you or a loved one is ill or hospitalized, please 
let us know so that we can attend to him or her 
as a community, and place the name on our  
Mi Sheberach prayer list. Unfortunately, federal 
law prohibits hospitals from notifying us when 
community members are admitted. 

Temple Beth El Elects New Officers, Board Members at Annual Meeting 
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Temple Beth El Religious School July Update 
By Norma James, Religious School Director, normajames@tbeknox.org  
 

Gina Feldblum attends ISJL Education Conference in Mississippi: For the first time ever, our Religious School sent the chair 

of our School and Youth Committee to take part in the ISJL Conference. This conference is held in Jackson, Mississippi each June. The 

ISJL encourages participation in the conference by rabbis and lay leaders in the congregations. The fact that Gina is also a high school 

teacher makes the connection even better. Not only did Gina experience the ISJL organization up close, but she also learned techniques 

she can use in her own classroom. We look forward to a presentation by Gina to our religious school staff this August. Thank you, Gina, 

for going the extra mile to make our school the best it can be.  
 

Teacher EL Gordon leaves TBERS for the Peace Corps. Our religious school will not be the same without EL Gordon, but we 

wish her all the best as she takes her post in Moldova. EL has been a dedicated teacher from day one. An artist herself, EL helped her 

students create their own Judaica as part of their learning experiences. They loved the special ways she celebrated student birthdays.  

I will miss EL’s unique personality, and I know that she will immerse herself into this next life journey with the same gusto we have 

come to expect from her. Mazel tov and safe travels.  
 

Remember to keep Judaism on your summer calendar. On our last day of religious school, Alachua Haskins from ISJL helped 

everyone create a “My Jewish Summer” calendar. There are many Jewish opportunities in our community.  

 Consider sending your children to a week at our AJCC camp. This is a great way to spend social time with other children from 

TBERS, HARS, and KJDS.  

 Take advantage of our Temple Beth El t-shirt Shabbat services at 6:00 p.m. Make plans to bring the family and invite another 

family to dine out after services.  

 Create home Shabbat memories with a Shabbat dinner. It does not need to be fancy, just special. Rabbi Matt modeled this at our 

family Shabbat dinners during the school year. He will be more than happy to provide you with copies of the blessings and any  

information you need. 
 

Gabe and Alex Abrams will share the bimah as they become Bar Mitzvah August 2. These young men will lead the  

afternoon service on Saturday. Their parents are Mark and Irina Abrams. It has been a pleasure for me to watch Gabe and Alex group up 

in our religious school. They have taken their studies very seriously and will do a wonderful job. I hope you will join the Abrams,  

including brother Michael, for this special afternoon service. Remember that everyone is welcome at all of our B’nei Mitzvah services. 
 

Do you have a four- or five-year-old child? It is time to think about registering for religious school. Many of our Torah 

Tots will be old enough to join our regular weekly religious school. We will have a separate preschool class for those four or five year 

olds who are not yet going to kindergarten. For those entering kindergarten in regular school this fall, we have a kindergarten class. We 

also have classes from 1st to 10th grades. If you know of families who might be interested, please steer them my way, or send me their 

contact information. 

Author and Rabbi Michael Cook  
Lectures at Temple Beth El 
 

Rabbi Michael Cook gave us an informative look at how biblical texts 

are interpreted at Temple Beth El’s Scholar-in-Residence program on  

May 7. Rabbi Michael Cook, Ph.D., is professor of Intertestamental and 

Early Christian Literatures, and holds the Sol and Arlene Bronstein Chair 

in Judaeo-Christian Studies at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of  

Religion in Cincinnati, Ohio.  

He notes that Jews are disturbed when well-meaning missionaries cite 

Jewish Biblical texts allegedly predicting Jesus' coming. Missionaries, in 

turn, are disturbed when Jews fail to admit what missionaries see as  

intuitively obvious. Rabbi Cook presented several of these passages from 

the Torah and explained how they are viewed from Christian and Jewish  

perspectives. He discussed how passages from the Gospels of the New  

Testament connect to similar writings in the Jewish Bible. He included a 

presentation of religious references and symbols that are depicted in  

Renaissance art. Many people from the Knoxville community attended  

Rabbi Cook’s engaging and informative presentation. TBE members can 

check out his book, Modern Jews Engage the New Testament: Enhancing Jewish Well-Being in a Christian Environment, which Rabbi 

Cook donated to our library.  

This Scholar-in-Residence program was sponsored by the Ritual & Worship Committee and coordinated by the Institute for  

Southern Jewish Life. 

Karen Smuckler visits with Rabbi Michael Cook at 
the autograph table.  
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150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Susan Baker 

Ivan Brody 

Arthur Copcutt, II 

Thomas and Charolette Evans 

Harold and Shirley Freedman 

Liz Gassel and Michael Pardee 

Harriet Gassel 

Wesley and Norma James 

Gary and Linda Johnson 

Laura Johnson 

Richard Licht and Shirley McGuire 

Kristy Newton 

In memory of Sol & Lillian Richer 

By:  Nancy Jane Richer 

Neil and Karen Rubin 

Michael and Laura Shenkman 

Kenneth Shey 

Marcia Silverstein 

Alan and Karen Smuckler 

 

BEILER FLORAL FUND  
In honor of Sisterhood Shabbat 

By:  Karen & Brian Smith and Kathy Young 

In memory of Jane Taubaman 

By:  Sylvia & Irving Witcoff 

In memory of David Baker 

By:  Susan Baker and Clark & Eli  

Derrington  

 

CARE COMMITTEE FUND 

In memory of Bobby Ivins 

By:  Lynne & John Vassallo 

In memory of David Bush 

By:  Deborah Roberts 

 

CLARENCE STRASBURGER  

MEMORIAL SACRED MUSIC FUND 

In honor of Sylvia Silver 

By:  Linda Bolt 

 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

In memory of Leon Potter 

By:  Ivan Brody 

In memory of Frances Patton Dickey 

By:  Charles Dickey 

Donated By:  Jay and Valerie Frankel 

In memory of Frieda Freedman 

By:  Harold and Shirley Freedman 

In memory of Hal Pomerantz 

By:  Ken and Phyllis Hirsh 

In honor of Janice and Howard Pollock  

and family 

By:  Ebbie & Ron Sandberg 

 

FRIBOURG-BRUNSCHWIG  

HOLOCAUST FUND 

In memory of Dr. Sylvain and  

Yvonne Fribourg 

By:  Henry and Claudia Fribourg 

 

 

 

GENERAL FUND  

Donated By:  Joan and Steve Cohn 

In memory of John Martin Elston 

By:  Stu and Jan Elston 

In memory of Dr. Louis Brenner 

By:  Jan and Stu Elston 

In memory of Gregg Bissom  

By:  Renee’ Hyatt 

In memory of Shirlie Goodfriend 

By:  Robert and Wendy Goodfriend 

In memory of Joseph Bernard and Theresa Greif 

By:  Maurice Greif 

In memory of Maurice Greif, Sr. 

By:  Maurice Greif 

In memory of Stephen Lieberman 

By:  Marsha Gross 

In memory of Bobby Ivins, Joseph and  

Pearl Ades 

By:  Jacki and Richard Imbrey 

In memory of Shirlie and Morris Goodfriend 

By:  Gary and Linda Johnson 

In memory of Bobby Ivins 

By:  Gary and Linda Johnson 

In memory of David Burnett Johnson 

By:  Laura Johnson 

In memory of Erwin Coleman 

By:  Laura Johnson 

In memory of David Lee 

By:  David and Lindsey Harrell 

In memory of David Lee 

By:  Holbrook Peterson Smith, PLLC 

In honor of Dr. Kristy Newton 

By:  Eytan and Mari Klausner 

In memory of Barbara Meyers 

By:  Abraham and Judy Brietstein 

In memory of Bobby Ivins 

By:  Angie and Adam Brown 

In memory of Naum Safro 

By:  Ilya and Bella Safro 

Donated By:  Anonymous 

In memory of Doba Solotovskaya 

By:  Maria Shusterman 

In memory of Dr. Stanley Vogelfang 

By:  Jill Vogelfang and Gerry Milligan 

 

LIBRARY FUND 
Christina Ebert 

 

MARX FAMILY EDUCATION  

ENDOWMENT FUND 
In memory of Nannette Hyatt 

By:  Paul Erwin and Renee’ Hyatt 

In memory of Anny and Jakob Marx 

By:  Ursula Marx 

In honor of Norma James 

By:  Charles and Missy Noon 

In memory of Richard Johnson and  

Gregg Bissom 

By:  Amy Rosenberg 

 

PATIO AND GROUNDS FUND  

In memory of Seymour Gassel 

By:  Alan Gassel 

PRESERVATION FUND 
In memory of David Baker and  

William Derrington 

By:  Susan Baker and Clark & Eli Derrington 

In memory of Sarah Goldfarb and  

Donald Pardee 

By:  Michael Pardee and Liz Gassel 

In memory of Abraham Factor and  

Morris Goldfarb 

By:  Liz Gassel, Michael Pardee and  

Harriet Gassel 

In memory of Elizabeth Pardee 

By:  Michael Pardee 

In memory of Henry Goldberg 

By:  Harvey and Judith Kaufman 

In memory of Charlotte Kayser 

By:  Gilya Schmidt 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In memory of Joice Brown 

By:  Jeffrey and Tamra Brown 

In memory of Peter P. Holz 

By:  Barbara Holz 

In memory of Bobby Ivins and Joseph  

& Pearl Ades 

By:  Jacki and Richard Imbrey 

In memory of Sidney Ivins 

By:  Jill Ivins 

In memory of Beatrice Jaffe 

By:  Jerry and Meredith Jaffe 

In appreciation 

By:  Richard Licht and Shirley McGuire 

In memory of Julian J. Lewis 

By:  Roy and Carol Loring 

In memory of Barbara Meyers 

By:  Anthony Meyers 

In memory of Berta Moss 

By:  Stuart and Neil Moss 

In memory of Alma Moss 

By:  Neil Moss 

In memory of Cecelia Zimmerman 

By:  Dr. Marilyn Kallet 

In memory of Arthur Marchand 

By:  Gertrude Siegel 

In memory of Alexander Traugot 

By:  Joyce Traugot 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
In memory of Richard Johnson 

By:  Gene and Patricia Rosenberg 

 

RONA SIMON ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP 
In memory of Joseph Sandberg 

By:  Ebbie Sandberg 

 

SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND 
In memory of Carolyn Bernard Greif 

By:  Maurice Greif 

In memory of Ian Kinney 

By: Shirley Friedman 

Contributions to Temple Beth El Funds 

Donations listed were received as of May 23, 2014 



Heska Amuna Synagogue HaShofar      May/June   2014                                                                              15 Temple Beth El Times     July 2014                                                                                                                 15 

Support Temple Beth El 
Buy Grocery Store Certificates 

 
 

Everyone has to eat, so you can help your temple or synagogue raise funds without increasing your monthly expenses. Pur-

chase grocery certificates and a percentage will go to your local organization. Complete the form and mail it or call a repre-

sentative to learn more. 
 

Name_____________________________________________________________ Phone __________________________________ 
 

Address ______________________________________________ City ________________________ State______ Zip___________  

 

Temple Beth El 
 

Earth Farth  $25_____ $50  _____ $100_____ 
Fresh Market  $50_____ $100_____ 

Food City $50_____ $100_____ 
       

                Total Amount__________ 
 

Temple Beth El, P.O. Box 10325, Knoxville, TN 37939-0325. Gift Cards can be obtained in person from the Temple Office 

or any of the following individuals: Amy Rosenberg 356-6830; Patti Austin 483-3049; Evan Sturm 584-0429. 

Abrams Family Celebrates Early August Simcha at Temple Beth El 
 

Alex and Gabe Abrams, sons of Mark and Irina, brothers to Michael, will celebrate their b’nai mitzvah at Temple Beth El on 

Saturday, August 2 at 6:00 p.m. with Rabbi Mathew Michaels officiating. Both would like to invite the community to join in this very 

special b’nai mitzvah celebration where they will read from Parshat Va’etchanan.  

 Being a twin, Alex has an unique opportunity and is excited to share this very special mitzvah 

with his younger twin brother Gabe. Alex will attend the 8th grade honors program at Bearden Middle 

School in the fall. Alex is currently on the school’s Science Olympiad team and just returned from the 

National tournament in Orlando, where he placed 9th in one of his events. Alex also enjoys art, and 

many outdoor activities as well as traveling. He has visited Austria, Hungary, Germany, Czech 

Republic, and will be going to Italy on a school trip next year. Since he has a special interest in the 

outdoors, he has chosen to do volunteer work at some city parks this summer for his community 

project. This project will entail cleaning up and fixing worn 

down structures. Alex will also be starting a B’nai Tzedek Fund 

which will provide him the ability to provide monetary help to 

some very worthy causes. Alex would like to invite the 

community to join in this very special b’nai mitzvah celebration 

where he will read from Parshat Va’etchanan. 

 Gabe is looking forward to sharing this very special day as 

they both read from the Torah. Starting this next school session, 

Gabe will attend the 8th grade honors program at Bearden 

Middle School. For the past two years, Gabe has played the 

clarinet in the BMS band where he has won awards, was chosen 

for solo performances, and plays in the clarinet choir. In addition to his love for music, he also 

enjoys bike riding, skate boarding, fishing, and various other outdoor activities. With Gabe being 

aware of the importance in community and sustainable gardening, he has chosen to volunteer at a 

community farm for his community project. He will help plant, weed, pick, and help with other 

tasks. Gabe will also start a B’nai Tzedek Fund which will provide him the ability to give back to 

various Jewish communities.  

Alex Abrams 

Gabe Abrams 



Rabbi Mathew Michaels 

rabbimichaels@tbeknox.org 
 

 

Liz Gassel, President  

president @tbeknox.org  
 
 

Norma James,  

Religious School Director  

normajames@tbeknox.org 
 

 

Temple Beth El Office Staff 

secretary@tbeknox.org 
 

 

TBE Office Phone: (865) 524-3521 

TBE Fax: (865) 525-6030 

          
 

Temple Office Hours: 

Monday – Thursday: 

10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Friday: 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
 

 

Visit our website: www.tbeknox.org 
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We Want You to Celebrate Our 150th 
Anniversary and Homecoming with Us 
 

 Scheduled for November 7-9, this celebration is a BIG event for Temple Beth El. 

We would hate to leave out anyone who shares in our Temple's history. 

  

 PLEASE send us addresses for your grown children, siblings, or cousins who once 

attended our Religious School or for your friends and relatives who have moved away. 

 

Call for Photos and Videos 
 

 Did you take photos or videos of your child's Consecration service? Bar or bat 

mitzvah? Confirmation? Other Temple events? We would love to add these to our 

Temple Archives in time for our 150th Anniversary media production. 

 Please contact Deborah Roberts at (865) 705-1246 or publicity@tbeknox.org to 

discuss details.  

TBE Confirmands 
 

Avery Wilhite, Nora Khaddouma,  

Blake Parsons, Rabbi Mathew Michaels, 

Eli Derrington, Lizzy Noon, 

and Abigail Sayles.  
 

Photography by Lev Gross-Comstock 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:NFJames@aol.com
http://www.tbeknox.org/
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KJA 2014 Campaign 
 

Campaign Goal $360,000 
As of 6/10/14 
2014 Annual Campaign: $258,329 
24 new donors 
89 increased gifts from 2013 
 

It’s not too late to make your gift. 
Please call the KJA office at 690-6343 or 
go online at www.jewishknoxville.org 
and click “donate.” 

Ha’Kol 

  

 Knoxville Jewish Alliance 

AJCC Golf Tournament Slated for July 19 
By Irv Russotto 
 

The 2014 AJCC Golf Tournament will once again be held 

at Egwani Farms which has become a player favorite. The 

tournament will be held on Sunday, July 19 and begins with 

a shotgun start at 8:00 a.m. There are prizes for winners as 

well for skill contests, and as always, a fabulous lunch will be 

served. The course is located at 3920 Singleton Station Road, 
Rockford, TN 37853. 

The tournament fee is $99 per player and includes green 

fees and cart, unlimited use of driving range, a delicious 

lunch, goody bag, and door prizes.  

 Teams are welcome to organize a four-person 

group or we can place individuals in a group. We only 

have 72 slots available, so please get your applications 

in early to insure your place. Applications and 

sponsorship forms can be found on the KJA website at 

www.jewishknoxville.org. 

      Non-players are welcome to join in the fun and 

cheer for your favorite teams. We look forward to 

seeing everybody again this year. 

      Hole sponsorships and cart sponsorships are 

available. Please contact Irv Russotto at 693-3307, or  

e-mail ajccgolf@aol.com if you want more information. 

Jewish Community to Host Freedom Riding Rabbi, Activist on July 1 
 

        The 50th anniversary of the signing of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 will be celebrated on Wednesday, 

July 2. The legislation which forbids discrimination on the basis of race, religion, gender or national origin was 

a response to demands made by many individuals banding together to fight for justice. 

 The Knoxville Jewish Alliance is proud to join the Knoxville Bureau of Tourism and the Knoxville 

Airport Authority as sponsors in bringing Rabbi Israel Dresner, a Freedom Rider and "the most arrested rabbi 

in America" to Knoxville to participate in the city's celebration 

of this momentous occasion. The community is invited to come 

and meet Rabbi Dresner and Dorie Ladner, another Freedom 

Rider and local Civil Rights activist, at Temple Beth El,  

3037 Kingston Pike, at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 1.  

 This will be a unique opportunity to converse with those 

who set their own safety aside to fight for justice and equality 

for all Americans. 

 On Wednesday evening, July 2, all are urged to take part in a symbolic march, 

commemorating the Act's passage. The march will begin at the Knoxville Coliseum and 

end at Mount Olive Baptist Church on Dandridge Ave. Remembering that many Jews 

were active in fighting for the rights preserved by the Civil Rights Act, we urge you to 

come and take part.  

Dresner 

http://www.jewishknoxville.org
mailto:ajccgolf@aol.com
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Believe It or Not –  
High Holidays Greetings  

Time is Here! 

Deadline: August 15, 2014 
 

We hope you’re enjoying your summer…

hopefully at our beautiful, family-friendly AJCC 

Pool! Although it’s summer, the 2014 High 

Holidays are just around the corner! Please 

consider purchasing a High Holiday greeting, to 

be published in the September 2014 issue of 

Ha’Kol, then go back to enjoying your summer.  

Ads range from $35 to $70 and are a terrific 

way to celebrate our holiday and support 

publication of your community newsletter. Don’t 

want to buy an ad? Then please consider making  

a donation to offset the costs of producing 

Ha’Kol.   

High Holiday Greetings forms are online at 

www.jewishknoxville.org, at Heska Amuna 

Synagogue, Temple Beth El, and the AJCC. 

Request a form via email from Joyce York at 

jyork@jewishknoxville.org and a PDF form will 

be sent to you. Thanks to all who support Ha’Kol. 

Got the Music in You? 
Calling All Songwriters, Singers, and Musicians 
 

 We are recruiting musical artists to participate in  
a CD to be produced jointly between Nashville and 
Israel, with the goal of being available to the public 
by April 2015. 
 

 For details, please contact Deborah Oleshansky at 
doleshansky@jewishknoxville.org. 

Martha Iroff enjoys a charoset sample at the 

KJA’s Passover in the Aisles at the Bearden  

Kroger. Grocery shoppers learned about Passover  

from Laura Berry and registered for a gift basket 

of Passover foods donated by Kroger. 

KJA President’s Message 
By Manny Herz 
 

 After five months on the job as KJA president, I have seen numbers of 

instances where our staff and volunteers have turned out some extremely 

successful programs and at the same time, we have had some programs that 

have fallen below our expectations. 

 I also realize that I am not like Oz (the all seeing, all knowing) and many 

programs and issues do not come up on my radar. 

 For that reason, I am asking you all to help and com….pliment us  

when a program or staffer has gone beyond the norm to serve your needs. 

Com…plain to us about issues that need to be addressed. 

 Jeff Gubitz and I will share kudos with our staff and respond to you about 

any deficits in service that you think needs attention. 

 Please address your comments to mherz@achw.com and 

jgubitz@jewishknoxville.org.  

This spring, Drs. Erin 

Darby and Raphe Panitz 

taught a three-part course 

on Marriage and Family in 

Biblical Law, which was 

sponsored by the Knoxville 

Jewish Alliance and the 

University of Tennessee. 

The series was made 

possible through a  

2013 UT Knoxville 

Outreach Incentive Grant. 

http://www.jewishknoxville.org
mailto:jyork@jewishknoxville.org
mailto:mherz@achw.com
mailto:jgubitz@jewishknoxville.org
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Friday Night Live 

Friday, August 22—5:30 p.m. 
 

Arnstein Jewish Community Center Pool 
6800 Deane Hill Drive, Knoxville, TN  37919 

 
Our popular Friday Night Live Shabbat Service returns to the AJCC in August. This Shabbat 

event is hosted by the Knoxville Jewish Alliance, Heska Amuna Synagogue, Chabad of Knoxville, 
and Temple Beth El. The entire community is invited to join us for dinner at the AJCC Pool followed 
by a festive Shabbat service on the lawn.  

Our program this year will be led by Rachel Meytin of BBYO, who will be visiting Knoxville the 
weekend of August 22-24. Meytin is one of BBYO’s top professionals and it is a great opportunity for 
our community to welcome her. She will be here the entire weekend and will also be meeting with 
our community in various programs. 

Bring a blanket and/or a camp chair and find the perfect spot on the lawn to join us in welcoming 
Shabbat together. More details, including menu selections and reservations, will be available soon. 
We can’t wait to see you for an evening of food, fun, and faith. 

UT Students, Faculty Enjoy 
Student Pesach Celebration 
 

 The UTK Hillel Jewish Student Organization hosted a 

campus Pesach Seder for students and faculty on Monday, 

April 14. Student leaders Andrew Vogel and Anna Safran 

designed, organized and led the Seder which included  

international music, original Hagaddah, Mad Lib’s telling 

of the story, and a visit from Elijah. Thank you to Dr. Jack 

Love for his help with selecting music, Joyce York for help 

with cooking, and to Chabad of Knoxville for donating the 

special shmurah (watched) matzah. 

 UTK Hillel is a program of the Knoxville Jewish  

Alliance. Dr. Greg Kaplan serves as faculty advisor and 

Deborah Oleshansky is program director. Your KJA cam-

paign pledge provides the funds needed to ensure Jewish 

life programming for the UTK campus community. 

UT Student Andrew Vogel leads  

UT Hillel’s Passover seder. 
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Local Jewish Community Congratulates Newest “People of the Books” 
 

High School Graduates 
 Elliot Baerman, son of Drs. Jeff and Sally Baerman, graduated from Webb School of Knoxville. Elliot, who was Webb School’s Class 

of 2014 valedictorian, will attend Rice University. 

 Julie Berman, daughter of Mark and Monica Berman, graduated from Karns High School. Julie will attend East Tennessee State. 

 Hila Blumenthal, daughter of Mark Blumenthal and Mindy Goldberg and sister of Ilana, graduated from Bearden High School. She 

will participate in the Young Judea Year Course after spending the summer at Camp Ramah. 

 Jason Fleischmann, son of David and Emma Fleischmann, graduated from Karns High School. He has been accepted in the Honors 

College at Middle Tennessee State University and will begin attending classes in Fall 2014. Jason plans to 

study political science and minor in international relations. At this time, Jason believes that the diplomatic 

service is looking like a good way to explore the world. 

 Samantha (Sam) Hull, daughter of David and Amy Hull, older sister to Atticus and Allie Hull, graduated 

from Knoxville Catholic High School. She is a member of the National Honor Society, the Spanish Honor 

Society, the Art Honor Society, and Mu Alpha Theta. Sam plans to attend Virginia Tech for pre-vet studies.  

 Jennye Merrell, daughter of Bryan and Mary Ann Merrell, granddaughter of Judy Rattner and Bill Mer-

rell, graduated from Webb School of Knoxville where she received the Webb School Award for Creative 

Writing (given to the student whose writing has most enriched the life of the school) along with her diplo-

ma. Jennye will begin college at the University of Tennessee where she will study both Art and Linguistics. 

She hopes to continue her studies at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago after her freshman year. 

 Rae Oleshansky, daughter of David and Deborah Oleshansky, graduated with honors from Bearden High 

School. Rae will attend the University of Michigan on a rowing scholarship, where she will join sister Bryna on the team. 

 Jessie Rae Rosenberg, daughter of Hal and Amy Rosenberg, graduated from Webb School of Knoxville. She plans to attend the  

University of Tennessee to pursue a degree in elementary education. While at Webb, she completed over 600 hours of community  

service, participated on the bowling team, cross country team, SGA, Interact Club, French Club, Exchange Programs and Yearbook.  
 

College Graduates 

 Alicia R. Carter, daughter of Lisa and Allen Sayles. Graduated from Pellissippi  

Community College with an Associates of Arts degree. Alicia will be attending 

The University of Tennessee in the fall to major in social work.  

 Pete Hance, the son of Barbara Holz and grandson of Rose Holz and the late Peter 

Hance, graduated from The University of Tennessee with a bachelor’s degree in  

environmental science and soil sciences and double minors in biosystems  

engineering technology and watersheds. Hance hopes to find work as an  

environmental specialist.  

 Rachel Iroff, daughter of Marty and Martha Iroff, sister of Anna and Ellen Iroff 

and granddaughter of Stella Iroff graduated with a bachelor of science of psycholo-

gy with honors from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. – Rachel founded 

and served as president of Jew-TC (Jewish college group similar to a Hillel); was 

director of finance and communications for the Campus Activities Board; Future 

Alumni Members,Vice President; Mortar Board Honor Society; and Psi Chi 

(Psychology Honor Society). Future plans include pursuing a job in counseling or 

social work, then participate in Masa Israel (internship in Israel) and attend graduate school for a counselor or social work degree. 

 Abby Kaplan, daughter of Rich and Cheryl Kaplan, graduated with honors from Brenau University in Atlanta and will begin  

its graduate program in occupational therapy. 

 Zack Kramer, son of Andy and Dina Kramer, graduated magna cum laude with an undergraduate business degree from The Universi-

ty of Tennessee. He is moving to Los Angeles in July to start his job in Macy’s Management Training Program.  

 Mara Nagler, daughter of Stephen and Rosalie Nagler, graduated from The University of Tennessee summa cum laude with a  

bachelor’s degree in social work (honors) and a minor in history. She will her education at UT in a master’s program in social work 

(accelerated) and expects graduate in May 2015. 

 Evan Noon, son of Chuck and Missy Noon, graduated from the University of Michigan with a degree in computer science. He will 

travel to New Zealand for several months. In July, he will begin a job with Facebook in Seattle. 

 Dani Reyne Rosenberg, daughter of Hal and Amy Rosenberg, graduated from the University of Tennessee with a bachelor of arts 

degree in retail management with a minor in business. While at UTK, Dani served as Phi Sigma Theta National Honor Society presi-

dent, University of Tennessee Homecoming Queen 2013, member of the Order of the Omega Honor Society, Kappa Delta Sorority 

social chair; Junior Panhellenic director, academic tutor and other activities and clubs. 

 Emma Silver-Alford, daughter of Terry Silver-Alford and Chaya Silver, graduated with honors from the University of Tennessee with 

a bachelor’s degree in social work. 

Samantha Hull 

Rachel Iroff 
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Suzy Snoops 
Ha’Kol welcomes your good news, whether it is a new job, lifecycle event, celebration of a special anniversary, or honors 

and awards. You are welcome to send photos as well. Send news items to us at jyork@jewishknoxville.org or Ha’Kol, c/o 
KJA, 6800 Deane Hill Drive, Knoxville, TN 37919 or fax (865) 694-4861. 

 

 Trudy Dreyer was inducted into UT’s 2014 Educators Hall of Honor, which 

acknowledges the work of professionals who have established themselves in 

the field of education. Dreyer is a retired Knox County Schools teacher. Born 

in Germany, she left with her family in 1938 after Kristallnacht—coordinated 

attacks against Jews throughout Nazi Germany and Austria during which  

windows in Jewish-owned businesses and synagogues were smashed. Dreyer  

travels the state to share her experiences with schools and civic groups. She 

taught first grade in New York before relocating to Knoxville to teach at West 

Hills Elementary School. Dreyer was one of the first teachers of the Knoxville 

City Schools gifted program.  

 Congratulations to Andy Traugot who was recently promoted to the rank of 

chief master sergeant in the U.S. Air Force. As chief of the Media and  

Engagement Division at McGhee Tyson Air National Guard Base, he is  

responsible for overseeing professional continuing education courses, public 

affairs, and a $7 million television production and broadcast center. His family 

and Rabbi Matt Michaels attended the promotion ceremony. 

 Lois Presser, an UT associate professor of sociology, was honored with an Excellence in Teaching Award at the  

campus’s annual Honors Banquet. Presser worked in criminal justice in New York City for 10 years before moving 

into academia. She joined the Department of Sociology after receiving her doctorate in criminal justice from the  

University of Cincinnati. Presser’s latest book, Why We Harm, was published last year by Rutgers University Press. 

 Bob Kronick, a UT professor known for his work to bring health, community, and social services to youngsters and 

their families within their elementary school, is the first recipient of an inaugural faculty endowment award from the 

College of Education, Health, and Human Sciences. Kronick received $4,000 as part of the CEHHS Dean’s Board of 

Advisors Award in Outreach and Engagement. He is a professor of educational psychology and counseling and director 

of the University Assisted Community School Program at Pond Gap Elementary School. The award, established by the college’s 

board of advisors, recognizes outstanding research, teaching, or service.  

 Mazel tov to Andrew Weinstein, son of Doug and Jill Weinstein and brother of Brian, who received the Director’s Award for  

Band for 2013-2014. This is the highest band award at Cedar Bluff Middle School. Andrew plays the clarinet. 

 A team of area high school rowers brought back the gold medal from the Southeast Junior Regional Championships in Sarasota, Fla. 

Oak Ridge-based Atomic Rowing's women's youth varsity 4 took first place among a field of 21 boats from around the southeast. 

Members included Rae Oleshansky (daughter of Deborah and David). With the win, the crew qualified for the USRowing Youth 

National Championships in Sacramento, Calif. 

 Mazel tov to Naama Friedman, daughter of Neil and  Deya Friedman, who as an eighth grader at Bearden Middle School, won the 

News Sentinel’s regional spelling bee in March. She became one of 281 spellers from across the U.S. and several countries to travel 

to Washington, DC for 87th Scripps National Spelling Bee in May. 

 Mazel tov to Mary Linda Schwarzbart, who was named interim executive director for the East Tennessee Community Design  

Center (ETCDC). She will continue working with current consulting clients, and looks forward to working with ETCDC's committed 

staff and board, as a consultant in this interim position. 

Joyce Traugot, Vikki Traugot, Jessica Traugot, 

Andy Traugot, Mitchell Traugot, Rabbi Michaels 

Presser 

AJCC MEMBERS 
 

Please join us for our 

ANNUAL FOURTH OF JULY FAMILY POOL PARTY 
Friday, July 4 — 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

 

Come join us and celebrate the day! 

mailto:jyork@jewishknoxville.org
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2014/may/15/area-rowing-team-takes-gold-at-southeast-junior/?partner=newsletter_headlines
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AJCC FAMILY  
POOL PARTY 

 
 

Sunday, July 27 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 

 
Please let us know you are 

coming at kja@jewishknoxville.org 

Hear Ye, Here! 
 

Our Knoxville Jewish Community 
matters to us at the AJCC! 
 

Please let us know when: 
 Someone has had a baby 
 Someone has just gotten 

married 
 Someone new moves into 

the community.  
 

The AJCC has 
some special 
gifts and we 
would like to be 
a part of these 
life-changing 
events in a 
meaningful way.  
 

 
Contact 
kja@jewishknoxville.org  
with your news. 

The Way We Were correction 
 

 The May/June 2014 “The Way We Were” 

photograph of AZA boys on a spelunking outing 

contains an identification error. The photograph 

does include two Hirschhaut brothers, but they  

are Rick and Bruce, not Rick and Stephen. The 

caption for the back row, therefore, should read:  

  
Michael Marvet, nephew of the Bernsteins, Mark 
Liberman, son of Marilyn and Harvey Liberman, Rick Hirschhaut (brother of Stephen), 
Bruce Hirschhaut (brother of Stephen), Harvey Liberman, the late Evan Brody, son of 
Sondra and Robert (Buzz) Brody. 

AJCC Smokin’ Salmon Swim Team Ready to Race 
 

 The AJCC Smokin’ Salmon swim team features youths ages 5-18. Races begin at  

6:00 p.m. Please note that the AJCC Pool closes at 4:30 p.m. on the afternoon of a swim 

meet so that preparations can be made for that night’s meet. 

 

July 1:   AJCC vs. Emerald Youth Foundation  

    at AJCC 

July 8:   AJCC vs. View Harbor at AJCC 

July 12-13:  Smoky Mountain Invitational, Alcoa 

July 15:   AJCC vs, MBCC, AJCC 

July 25-27:  GKAISA City Meet, UT Campus 

AJCC Preschool Update 
 

As many of you may know there has been a change 

in leadership at the AJCC Preschool. I wanted to thank 

Melissa Schweitzer for her service and also tell you of 

the plans to find a new director. We are also looking 

for a Hey class teacher as Ms. Maria Landry will leave 

us in the fall to have her new baby. 

 Change can be challenging but can also present us 

with opportunities for growth and development. A process is in place for screening 

of candidates, including input from staff and parents. We hope to have a search 

concluded this summer with a new director starting in the fall. 

 The AJCC Preschool provides a safe, nurturing setting with many desirable 

amenities for the youngest members of our community. Students learn and explore 

through a good play-based-educational curriculum called “HighScope.” There is the 

added attraction of the AJCC grounds to add to its science and nature curriculum. A 

safe playground adds to motor learning and the spacious AJCC gym is available for 

indoor play when the weather restricts outdoor play. Organic milk is available to 

accompany nutritious snacks and lunch. The program is enhanced by Shabbat 

activities and music with Ms. Charlene (Gubitz). Recent renovations of windows in 

the classrooms have led to enhanced natural light in the spaces. Ms. Amber Perrin 

and Kristen Cannon are Camp K’Ton Ton’s co-directors this summer. They are 

working very well as a team and the staff  knows the children and are well prepared. 

The camp has been off to a great start.  

 I have a very strong commitment to seeing the AJCC Preschool succeed. I think 

the program is great and we need to maximize on the strengths of a good curriculum, 

strong staff, wonderful outdoor space, caring and involved parents and the greatest 

children! How can we lose? I hope to see us build from strength to strength! 
 

Rosalie Nagler, Vice President for Children and Youth 

KJA Donations 
 

UT Hillel 

Jackie Evans 
 

Preschool Imagination Playground 

Bernard & Barbara Bernstein 

Honerlin Del Moro 

Judith Rosenberg 
 

Capital Reserve Fund 

Donation in memory of Bobby Ivins  

By Stephen & Kim Rosen  



Knoxville Jewish Ha’ Kol      July  2014                                                                                                          23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp K’Tonton 
Ages 2 Years - Pre-K 

(865) 963-8001 
 

 Low child:teacher ratio 

 Weekly activities include nature, music and 

movement, art, literacy, swimming, and play time 

 Special guests 

 Highly qualified staff 

 Vegetable garden with a science specialist 

 Lunch and snacks included 
 

An Adventure on the Seven Seas 
Week 6: June 30-July 3    An Indian Adventure 
Week 7: July 7-11   A Dip in the Ocean 
Week 8: July 14-18  The Land Down Under 
Week 9: July 21-25   Say Nihao to China 
Week 10: July 28-Aug. 1    Ahoy Thar Matey 

 

Milton Collins Day Camp 
Grades K-10 

(865) 690-6343 
 

 Fun weekly themes 

 Daily swim lessons & weekly tennis lessons 

 Free swim time in our large pool 

 Weekly field trips or late night/overnight  

activities  

 Indoor facilities include a gym with full-length  

basketball court, classrooms, art room 

 Outdoor facilities include two playgrounds,  

13 acres of fields, nature walk, Ga-Ga game pit, 
pool with diving board, four tennis courts, gazebos, 
picnic tables, wading pool 

 Lunch, snacks, and beverages included 

 Pizza Fridays 

 Before Care and After Care options 

 NEW FOR 2014! Two weeks of COLOR WARS! 
 

Week 6: June 30-July 3   Festival for the Fourth 
Week 7: July 7-11   Magic and Science 
Week 8: July 14-18    Adventure Week 
Week 9: July 21-25    Color Wars, Part 1 
Week 10—July 28-Aug. 1      Color Wars, Part 2   

 

Registration Forms & Information: 
www.jewishknoxville.org/camp 

Milton Collins Day Camp 

First graders enjoy their first 

week of MCDC.  

Counselor Jessica Traugot 

oversees campers making bird 

feeders during electives. 

Second graders plant seeds for the 

camp’s summer garden project. 

Camp K’tonton Antics 
The theme “An Adventure on the 

Seven Seas” permeates the  

10 weeks of summer camp for 

children  ages 2-PreK. A loft is 

transformed into a sailing vessel 

in Gimel class. 
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KJA Friendshippers on Summer Break 
 

 KJA Friendshippers cultural programs will take the months of July and August 

off, returning in September. This monthly series meets at noon and typically features 

cultural, musical, and regional programming. While geared to retirees and seniors, 

all are welcome to enjoy camaraderie, good food, and interesting programs.  

 Contact Laura Berry, coordinator, at lberry@jewishknoxville.org or 690-6343 

for more information. 

Past Friendshippers programs featured a Knoxville Symphony Orchestra quintet, 

the delightful Chanukah duo of Pianist Manny Herz and Charlene Gubitz, and opera 

singer Harry House. Got an idea for a speaker or program? Please let us know! 

Milton Collins Day Camp offers 

KINDER KAMP 
August 11-15 and August 18-22 

7:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 

During the two weeks of Knox County’s kindergarten 
assessment, your child can enjoy summer camp at 
MCDC’s KINDER KAMP.  
 

 A fun, structured place for your rising kindergartener during the 
two weeks of staggered days 

 Arts and crafts, games, activities 

 Lunch and snacks provided 

 Nature excursions on our 13-acre campus 

 Gross motor play in our gym and on our playground. 
 

Cost: $200 per week (any four days). 
 

KINDER KAMP is a specialty camp provided by Milton Collins Day Camp. 

Limited space is available so register now. Find MCDC registration forms 

at www.jewishknoxville.org or by calling the AJCC at (865) 690-6343. 

KJA Website Update 
 The KJA is excited about moving to a new 

website. It should be easier to use, have more 

up-to-date information and lots of photos.  

  The software system  was developed 

specifically for the Jewish Federations of North 

America (JFNA). Since January, I have 

spent hundreds of hours attending online web 

design seminars, moving everything from the 

old site, and reworking the design under the 

guidance of JFNA support and web design 

professionals. I have tried to put everything 

you need no more than 2 clicks away. add and 

enhance the site. Please let me know if you 

have suggestions and I'll try to 

accommodate your needs. 
 

—Jane Cohen, webmaster 

http://www.jewishknoxville.org
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Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds 
 

A Supporting Organization of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee  
Foundation to preserve and strengthen the Jewish Community of Knoxville 

KNOXVILLE JEWISH COMMUNITY FAMILY OF FUNDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Scott B. Hahn, President; Carole Martin, President-Elect; Jacki Imbrey, Secretary/Treasurer; Bernard S. Rosenblatt, Past President; Jeff 

Becker; Bernard Bernstein; Abraham Brietstein; Arnold Cohen; Robert Goodfriend; Herb Jacobs; Richard Jacobstein; Ellen Markman; 

Howard Pollock; Pace Robinson; Alexandra Rosen; Mel Sturm; Jeff Gubitz, Ex-Officio; Laura Berry, Administrative Director 
 

The Board of Directors of the Knoxville Jewish Family of Funds thanks the Knoxville Jewish Community, the staff of the  

Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee Foundation for their support and encouragement. The KJCFF encourages you to 

help insure the healthy future of our Knoxville Jewish community by including a commitment to the  

KJCFF in your financial and estate planning. 
 

To learn more about KJCFF philanthropic opportunities, call 690-6343 or visit our website at www.jewishknoxville.org/kjcff 

How to Make a Donation  
to a KJCFF Fund 

 

1. Make the check out to KJCFF. 

2. Note the fund name in the memo line on 

the check. If you are making a donation 

in memory or in honor of someone, 

please include a memo noting that and 

letting us know if you want someone to 

receive an acknowledgement that a 

donation was made. 

3. Mail donations to KJCFF, 6800 Deane 

Hill Drive, Knoxville, TN 37919. 

A Philanthropic Patriot  
By Scott B. Hahn, Esq., KJCFF President 
 

    As many of you are aware, the Washington Monument had its grand reopening just a few weeks ago. What many 

of you may not have realized, however, is that one-half of the $15 million effort was paid by one man, David 

Rubenstein. Rubenstein is the founder and co-chief executive officer of the Carlyle Group, a private equity firm 

located in Washington, D.C. He was born in nearby Baltimore into a middle class Jewish home.  

    This is not the only philanthropic gift of historical importance Mr. Rubenstein has donated to this country. In 

2007, he purchased the last privately-owned copy of the Magna Carta. This document is now on loan to the National 

Archives. He has also donated close to $100 million to such institutions as the National Archives, National Zoo, and 

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and the Thomas Jefferson Foundation. 

    I have heard Mr. Rubenstein interviewed several times on CNBC. His philosophy is simple. He sees a need and, as 

a proud citizen of this country, is more than happy to fulfill that need. As you can see, he has gone above and beyond 

that philosophy in his securing this county's historic future. This is only a portion of his generosity. I have not 

mentioned the $100 million he has donated to Duke University and the University of Chicago.  

While very few of us will ever be able to give millions of dollars to our favorite charitable causes, there will always be a need and there 

are always different ways to help. In our own Jewish community, we have monuments of historical significance to us. Both Temple Beth 

El and Heska Amuna's buildings were built in the 1950s. The AJCC was built in the 1960s. This would make all of our major facilities 

middle aged. And as many of you are well aware, things don't work quite as well at that age as they did when they are younger. 

Maintenance takes on a new significance when you approach your 60s. If a bricks and mortar project is something you may be interested 

in, the KJCFF can help identify the need and set up a fund to meet your objectives. Let’s preserve and update our local monuments so 

that the members of our community can enjoy them for years to come.  

Donations 
 

Fribourg-Brunschwig Holocaust 
Memorial Education fund 
 Honorarium for a talk given by  
 Dr. Fribourg 
 By First Christian Church 
 

Allen, Leibowitz, Pearson Family 
Fund 
 By Barry and Heidi Allen 
 
Jewish Family Service Fund 
 In Memory of Barbara Meyers 
 By Richard and Jacki Imbrey 

 

Grants 
 

The Harry and Mollie Brietstein 
Memorial Fund made a grant to the 
P.E.F. Israel Endowment Funds, Inc. 
to support the Re'ut Gidonim project, 
renovation in the Czestochowa cemetery. 
 

The Knoxville Jewish Alliance received a 
grant from the Jewish Family Service 
Fund to support conference costs for the 
JFS director to attend the Association of 
Jewish Family and Children’s Agency’s 
annual conference. 
 

The Knoxville Jewish Day School received 
a grant from the KJDS Fund for general 
support. 

Rubenstein 



Judaica Gift Shop 
Call Mira Kimmelman at 483-7972 or Judy Raman at  

482-1509 for your shopping needs. Haddasah cards and 

certificates for all occasions can be purchased by calling  

Mira Kimmelman. 

From the President’s Corner 
By Sig Mosko 

 Another program year has passed and it is time to assess our accomplishments and our shortcomings. The year began with our 

70th anniversary weekend which included Shabbat Services, a gala dinner and several casual gatherings. Out-of-town visitors, guest 

speakers, picture displays, and schmoozing time enriched our look back on old times.  Can we match this event in four years for our 75th? 

 The High Holiday season was the first in many years where services were conducted entirely by Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky with crew 

of volunteers. Bravo to our ritual committee for their excellent performance. They are already preparing for next year. 

 The congregation’s Chanukah party was one of the best in many years. The gourmet treatment for our dinner helped get us beyond 

the usual latkes and hot dog routine. Entertainment that included musicians and a magician was especially good. 

 The Ah-Men Feast was another very successful fund raising event. This time we added a bit of choreography to the singing waiter 

routine.  For entertainment, we tapped the resources of our congregation membership and found some real gems. 

 Rabbi Rashkovsky led another very successful Pesach Seder which attracted about 80 attendees. His wife, Avigail, prepared her 

usual festive Pesach Dinner. 

 Our special Shabbat Morning Service and Kiddush during May which honored our nonagenarians was a really neat event. We have 

nine active members in our congregation who qualified, and seven of them attended. The longevity of our membership is remarkable, but 

sadly we did lose a few during the past year. Happily we have gained some new young families in recent times, but we really need to find 

many more. 

Sisterhood Happenings 
 

 At the May 16 Friday night services, we honored Mira 

Kimmelman for her 50th year as Hebrew School teacher. 

We also congratulated high school seniors Madison 

Dittner, Rebecca Stuart, and Emily Shor. 

 The Lag B’omer picnic was enjoyed by the families who 

showed up at Solway Park. The children and adults just 

loved going canoeing and kayaking. The food was good, 

too! 

Summer HOSTS and HOSTESSES 
 

 Thank you for your hospitality. If you need to make a change, please 

do so and notify Eileen Handler at (865) 482-1341. 

  

July  5     Brenda and Sig Mosko, Nona and Sam Poole 

July  12         Elena and Carlos Bamberger, Mira Kimmelman 

July  19        Avigail and Victor Rashkovsky, Shirley Schwartz 

July  26        Hilary Shreter, Carolyn and Bud Stein 

 

August  2     Fran Silver, Jill and Stuart Chasan 

August  9     Ilana and Moshe Siman-Tov, Vera and Leon Maya 

August  16   Eileen Handler, Sarah and David Stuart 

August  23   Mel Tobias, Bruce Tomkins 

August  30   Yardena and Moshe Yair, Reeva and Marvin Abraham 

TORAH FUND Cards Available for All Occasions 
 Please call Eileen Handler or Brenda Mosko at 483-9463 
 

In Loving Memory of:   

Marvin Zelasnik, father of Amy Hyman,  from Anne Greenbaum 

Marilyn Rudo, mother of Melinda Durden and Elise Young, from Anne and Eli Greenbaum 

Mazel Tov to: 

Penny Lukin on her birthday, from Eileen  Handler 

-------------------------------- 

Special Thank You: 
I want to thank the board and the community for honoring the nonagenarians and making us feel so loved and welcome in the 

community.  

--Mira Kimmelman 
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JCOR Honors Nonagenarians 
By Ron Sternfels 
 

On May 10, 2014 the JCOR board honored the 15 nonagenarians (those who 

are in their 90s) of our Jewish congregation with a special Shabbos luncheon and 

program. The occasion was well attended with seven of our nonagenarians and 

JCOR members. It was a joyous Shabbat, with words of recognition by Ron 

Sternfels, great food including a Tree of Life cake, music and singing from the 

30s, 40s and 50s led by Charlene Gubitz.  Everyone had a wonderful time.  

The event was chaired by Ron and Rhonda Sternfels. Many thanks to all those 

who helped make this event a memorable one.   
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday, July 12, 7:00 p.m. 

Jewish Film Series -  

Hello, Goodbye 

France, 2008, NR, 99 minutes 
 

French film icons Gérard 

Depardieu and Fanny Ardant 

star in this romantic comedy 

about a Parisian couple in their 

fifties who share a comfortable life, a beautiful 

home, a posh country club and a midlife crisis. 

 Following a dream vacation to Israel where 

Alain (Depardieu) explores his Jewish roots, 

Gisèle (Ardant) insists they change their life 

and move to Tel Aviv. While Gisèle, a Jewish 

convert, finds her new life inspiring; Alain 

fights to embrace Hebrew, Jewish tradition, 

and a new circumcision. Will Alain and Gisèle 

learn whether Shalom represents Hello or 

Goodbye? 

 

Saturday, July 26, after the Shabbat Morning 

Services. Study session: The Musar Movement. 

Nonagenarians in Oak Ridge: 
Jerry Braunstein                

Herb Hoffman* 

Rose Holz * 

Diana Jacobson* 

Mira Kimmelman* 

Larry Landau* 

 

Rosalind Schmorak* 

Susi Shapira 

Mel Sturm* 
 

* in attendance 

 

Out-of-Town Nonagenarians:  
Rose Feldman 

Genevieve Kramer  

Mike Lundin 

Bernice Lawson 

Ruth Smiley 

Roz Squires 

Lag B’Omer 
Picnic Fun 
 

Monty, Penny, and Matt at 

the Lag B'Omer Picnic 
 

Katie, Matt, Lewis, and 

Penny with Lilah and Megan 

enjoying a great day on the 

lake. 

Children enjoy a family seder in the JCOR lobby. 
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CHABAD CHABAD CHABAD    

OFOFOF   KNOXVILLEKNOXVILLEKNOXVILLE   

   

CHABAD CHABAD CHABAD    

OFOFOF   KNOXVILLEKNOXVILLEKNOXVILLE   
Jewish. Done Joyfully! 

  ב"ה
Rabbi Yossi, Why Did You Move to Knoxville? 

 

I have been asked many times, why did you move to Knoxville there isn't an orthodox community, no Kosher restaurants, what’s 

here for you? We did not move to Knoxville to find or create an orthodox community but to be part of the Jewish community in 

Knoxville. Miriam Esther and I have been taught that there are three types of Jews, a Jew, a Jew and a Jew and we are honored to be part 

of Knoxville’s Jewish community. 

 I had the merit to learn this revolutionary approach firsthand from the Rebbe, whose love and care for every single Jew is beyond our 

comprehension. The following story is a great representation of the Rebbe’s perspective. 

Every Sunday, for many years, the Rebbe would distribute dollars for tzedaka (charity). The Rebbe would stand for many hours, 

receiving people from all walks of life, to listen, inspire, bless and hand to each of them a dollar or more to give to tzedaka. 

One hot Sunday afternoon in the summer of 1991, an elderly lady was patiently waiting her turn in line with hundreds of Jewish 

woman and girls, each eagerly anticipating the moment of standing in front of the Rebbe and receiving his blessing and dollar bill. When 

her turn finally arrived, she blurted out “Rebbe! I’ve been standing here for only an hour and I’m already exhausted. How can you do this 

for hours and smile to each person as if they were the first person you’re seeing today?” The Rebbe smiled gently and said, “When you 

are counting diamonds, you don’t get tired.”  

 The Rebbe valued each individual Jew. In comparing the Jewish people to a body, there is a head and heart which the body can’t 

function without, yet without the feet the head goes nowhere and without the hands the head can only dream of doing things. So whether 

you may feel like the head, the hand, the toes or any other part, without you, the entire Jewish people is incomplete. 

The Rebbe’s mission and our goal in Knoxville is to reach out to every Jew and make sure they know they are needed and that you 

put the “u” in Comm_nity! 

Mommy and Me Activities 
 

 What a wonderful year of friendship and fun at 

Mommy and Me. Our summer meet-up dates are 

July 15 and 22 at 9:30 a.m.  

 Regular Mommy and Me classes will resume 

in September. For more information, email 

Mushky at mushkyperlstein@gmail.com. 

(Left) Jenny and Max Wood enjoy crafts at a Mommy and Me session.  

(Above) Group activities are fun-filled favorites at these sessions.  
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July 4 
Morton Banov ♦ Miriam Blumberg ♦ Sarah Brody ♦ Yudel Cawn ♦ Harry S. Cooper ♦ Sol Frohlich ♦ Aaron Harris ♦ Richard M. Hecht 

♦ Jacquelyn Ruth Acord Lauer ♦ Bella Linke ♦ Richard Marchand ♦ Anita Mersack ♦ Gussie Potter ♦ David Sauers ♦ Dora P. Schramm    

♦ Jacob Shapiro ♦ Jerome Smith ♦ Gertrude Spero ♦ Elisabeth Zimerman ♦ Harold Zimmerman ♦ Patricia Zivi 
 

July 11  
Leo Donald Berman ♦ Stuart Bridle ♦ Morris Deitch ♦ Issac Diamond ♦ Samuel M. Feinberg ♦ Harry Gluck ♦ Alex Jacobson 

♦ Irving Kovitch ♦ Ralph Kramer ♦ Rose Mark ♦ Barnett Mersack ♦ Robert M Michaels ♦ Sol Moiger ♦ Fred M. Moss ♦ David Salus 

♦ Arden Sampson ♦ Phillip Taylor 
 

July 18 
Stanley Bernard ♦ Jessie Dreyfuss Black ♦ Lillian Finklestein Brody ♦ Raymond Brody ♦ David E. Brown ♦ Pavel Budik ♦ Joel A. Caller 

♦ Irene F. Chotiner ♦ Matilda Davis Corkland ♦ Pearl Davis ♦ KC Derrington ♦ Mayme Dortch ♦ Sylvia Frankel ♦ Arthur Freitag  

♦ Israel Garber ♦ Minnie Feld Katz ♦ John Kelleher ♦ Ethel Danneman Krinsky ♦ Lawrence Levenson ♦ Josephine Pike ♦ Leo Silver  

♦ Max Sonn 
 

July 25 
Malcolm Bloom ♦ Anne Cohen ♦ Tinnie Diamond ♦ Goldie Ann Garber ♦ Julia D. Hohenemser ♦ David Hyman ♦ Ben Jaffee 

♦ Lillian Okin Kern ♦ Harvey Kronick ♦ David Licht ♦ Nathan Lieberman ♦ Shlema Livshits ♦ Sam Rosenbloom ♦ Julius Shapiro 

♦ William Shapiro ♦ Doba Solotovskaya ♦ Jennie Traugot 

July 5 
Bernard Marvet ♦ Lily Pincus ♦ Israel Meyer Dyller ♦ Homer Kramer ♦ Eli Wurm ♦ Susan Drayer ♦ Carol Glasman ♦ Marvin Ohriner ♦  

Morton Philip Simpson ♦ Ida Hurvich ♦ Rose Blumberg Robinson ♦ Joseph Weinbren ♦ Dorothy Blue ♦ Jennie D. Friedman ♦  

Annie Cohen ♦ Rebecca Fayonsky ♦ Erma Levin ♦ Gerald Millen ♦ Bradley Louis Sturm 

 

July 12 
Emma Burnett ♦ Moses Joseph Greenberg ♦ Zelda Baskin ♦ Harold Brownstein ♦ Lewis Littmann ♦ Anna Richer ♦ Marshall Stern ♦  

Belle Linke ♦ Celia Mackta ♦ Gerald Simon ♦ Robert Milford ♦ Gussie Potter ♦ Martin Stollin ♦ Joel Caller ♦ Minnie Katz ♦  

Ben Goodstein ♦ Clara Goodstein ♦ David Sayah 

  

July 19 
Isaac Benhayon  ♦ Louis Freeman ♦ Shirley Leeds ♦ Rebecca Millen ♦ Lillian Brody ♦ Karl Finestone ♦ Harry Kaplan ♦ Joseph Russler 

Harold Shersky ♦ Sylvia Balloff ♦ Harry Cooper ♦ Nathan Quadow ♦ Siegfried Besmann ♦ Sarah Coplan ♦ Rabbi Isaac Winick ♦  

Jessie Presser ♦ Mildred Shamitz ♦ Irving Danziger ♦ Norman Evans ♦ Josephine Gluck ♦ Douglas Morrison 

 

July 26 
Charlotte Cohen ♦ Fannie Goldberg ♦ Alvin Kingsley ♦ Bessie Perelman ♦ Janet Balloff ♦ Lisa Kahn ♦ Benjamin Leibowitz ♦  

Norman Millen ♦ Eva Slovis ♦ Leon Dobbs ♦ Maria Gruenberg ♦ Leonard Miller ♦ Leo Adams ♦ Madge Glidewell ♦ Frances Levin 

Evelyn Lowe 
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Human Trafficking: It’s No Fairytale  
By Shuli Mesa 
 

 Once upon a time...in a land very near, six sophisticated ladies and one determined rabbi braved the 

hazards of the treacherous stretch of land known as I-75, in search of knowledge. They were greeted royally 

by the lords and ladies of a nearby village and treated to an impressive display of confectionary delights. 

There, they found the knowledge they desperately sought to slay the dragons that had taken over their lands. 

But the victims in this story are imprisoned and certainly not in a dragon-guarded castle awaiting the  

handsome Prince Charming to save them. And no, they are not in a land far, far away, but  

possibly in your neighborhood, at your child’s school, or even standing behind you at 

the grocery store check-out line. 

 The Chattanooga Hadassah Chapter invited us to join them as they tackled the 

difficult topic of Human Trafficking. They brought Mary Frances Bowley and  

Dennis Miller to educate us on this international crisis. Mary Frances drove in from 

Atlanta, one of the main hubs for human trafficking. She is founder of Wellsprings Liv-

ing, an organization that seeks to restore these girls’ lives. Since the average age of a 

girl first sold into the sex trade is 12, the girls need to be taught how to live again. They 

go through counselling and schooling as they heal their way to adulthood. According to 

WellspringLiving.org  “Apart from our restoration programs in Atlanta GA, we also 

invest in other cities and organizations who share our desire to see trafficking prevent-

ed, justice served, and lives restored.” This is imperative because 90 percent of the res-

cued girls are DOMESTIC and need to be reintroduced to society. This epidemic of 

child trafficking continues to flourish as it is a $12 billion a year global industry. 

 Dennis Miller is based in Chattanooga, but his reach stretches to Eastern  

Europe. With the devastation and desperation that exists there, human trafficking has 

become a common occurrence. Sometimes these individuals are stolen, while others are 

sold into this lifestyle by their family. From there, they spread the victims out to various 

locations in Europe and since the European Union has eliminated border patrols within 

the Union, transporting these victims has never been easier. Miller has worked with 

Scotland Yard, the FBI, the CIA and other international groups to educate them on how 

to spot these victims and how to eliminate the problem. Although, according to Miller, 

this will be a nearly impossible task. These girls are tortured both physically and  

mentally. Miller states that the captives will collect 10 girls from one of these villages, 

torture, beat and possibly kill one, just so that the other 9 know the score. They are so 

fearful, that they will stay in line. Often times, they are trained on how to behave in 

public and even fly domestic flights during transportation, and no one is the wiser. 

These girls are usually well dressed in designer clothes, have stylish hairdos, and are 

accompanied by an uncle, aunt, or a distant family member, so that having different last 

names does not raise suspicion. According to both Bowley and Miller, the best thing we 

can do as parents, caretakers, and friends is to tell and to show these girls and boys, that 

they are loved. Many of these victims are runaways escaping a bad situation at home to 

get trapped into an even worse situation. Keep your eyes open! Watch for men in their 

early 20’s showering these girls with compliments and gifts. Sometimes, these 

“Romeo’s” hang out at high schools to recruit girls. They convince them to run away 

with them and later sell them. They stalk these girls on the internet. Awareness is key! 

Get involved and stay involved! 

Thank you to Marilyn Abrams, Raeus Cannon, Deborah Oleshansky, Kim 

Smith, Joyce York, and Rabbi Alon Ferency for making this journey with me. And a  

special thank you to Sandy Tabakin and the Chattanooga Chapter for welcoming us with open arms. 

(Top-Bottom:) Wellsprings Living Founder 

Mary Frances Bowley describes human traf-

ficking and Wellsprings Livings work to re-

store lives.   

Dennis Miller (left) answers questions from  

Deborah Oleshansky (white blouse) and audi-

ence members after the presentation.  

Sandy Tabakin, Chattanooga president 

(center) welcomes Shuli Mesa and Raeus 



Hadassah Highlights      July  2014                                                                                                                 31 

Hadasssah Book Club: A Replacement Life 
 

July's Hadassah Book Club selection will be A Replacement Life by Boris 

Fishman, We'll be meeting on Tuesday, July 8, to accommodate the author's  

visit to our area. We hope he will be able to come to our meeting! We will meet 

at 7:30 p.m., in the coffee shop area of Barnes and Noble Bookstore on Kingston 

Pike. All Jewish women and friends in the greater Knoxville area are most welcome. 

Please contact Peggy Littmann at 588-6661 or plittmann@comcast.net  if you have 

questions. On August 19, we will meet to discuss Birds without Wings by Louis de 

Bernieres, author of Corelli's Mandolin. 

 

A Replacement Life:  A singularly talented writer makes his literary debut with this 

provocative, soulful, and sometimes hilarious story of a failed journalist asked to do 

the unthinkable: Forge Holocaust-restitution claims for old Russian Jews in 

Brooklyn, New York. Slava’s turn as the Forger of South Brooklyn teaches him that 

not every fact is the truth, and not every lie a falsehood. It takes more than law-

abiding to become an American; it takes the same self-reinvention in which his 

people excel. Intoxicated and unmoored by his inventions, Slava risks exposure. 

Cornered, he commits an irrevocable act that finally grants him a sense of home in 

America, but not before collecting a price from his family. A Replacement Life is a 

dark, moving, and beautifully written novel about family, honor, and justice. 

Hadassah Nefesh:  
Hadassah Hospital Works  
to Maximize Cancer  
Treatments, Research  
Outcomes, Diagnosis,  
Prevention 
By Robin Brown 
 

 Hadassah Hospital has always been on the 

cutting edge of Cancer research, treatment and 

prevention. The Sharett Institute of  

Oncology was established at the Hebrew  

University-Hadassah Medical Center in 1977. 

It’s mission as a national institute for the pre-

vention, treatment and research of cancer in 

Israel. The Institute maintains a referral center 

for cancer patients from all over the world. 

 The Institute strives for excellence,  

reliability, and compassion while treating  

cancer patients. The Institute’s use of  

innovative methods parallels the special  

emotional needs of each patient. Some of the 

innovative explorations in cancer treatment  

include a vaccine which boots a patient’s im-

mune system response to battle the recurrence 

of cancer; identifying tailored therapies for 

patients based on their genetic background; 

determining why only some mothers and some 

daughters who carry the BRCA gene get 

breast cancer; and how best to support Holo-

caust survivors who face cancer. 

 The Sharett Institute is unique to the  

Hadassah Hospital in that it manages a self-

contained research unit. This allows for a  

‘lab-to-bedside’ approach. Over the last eight 

years, the Institute has been working to  

develop a vaccine to battle cancer. This  

involves irradiation of a patient’s cancer cells 

to create a vaccine, which would trigger an 

immune reaction within the patient. 

 The BRCA gene mutation has been shown 

to cause breast cancer in Ashkenazi women 

with a 10 percent greater frequency. Other 

gene mutations have shown breast cancer in 

Georgian Jewish populations and in Arab  

populations. 

 The Sharett Institute and its researchers are 

on the road to identifying the magic key to 

unlock the secrets of cancer. They will  

combine laboratory techniques and  

compassion to meet this goal. 

Knoxville Chapter Wins Star Award—Again! 
 

 Knoxville Chapter of Hadassah members attended the Southern Region Spring  

Conference in Nashville April 5-6. Pictured are Hallie Boring, Bonnie Boring 

(Southern Region Organization Vice President), Mary Evars-Goan (Southern  

Region Chai Society Chair), Jill Weinstein (Southern Region Keepers of the Gate 

Chair), Shannon Martindale, first-time delegate and Corresponding Secretary for 

the Knoxville Chapter. Shannon is holding the Star Award that the Knoxville  

Chapter of Hadassah earned for the second year running. The Knoxville Chapter 

also earned the highest awards for combined results in programming, membership, 

fundraising, education, communication, and social action.  

 Hallie and Mary participated in a special program Saturday night featuring 

heroic Jewish women. Hallie was mesmerizing as Anne Frank. Mary transformed 

herself into Deborah. Both ladies were top-notch performers and represented  

Knoxville with style and grace! 

mailto:plittmann@comcast.net
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The Biggest Loser:  
The Jewish Edition Jan to May 2014 

 

What a fabulous first installment! 
Thank you to all of the wonderful ladies that joined!  

We learned not only from the amazing professionals who  
volunteered their time, but also from each other. 

We tackled the weight loss challenge head on and learned about  
proper nutrition, diet, and exercise.  

 
Thank you to those that taught us the way: 

Nicole Fey, Nutrition Counselor and Detox Specialist 
Alan Sayles, Silver Mountain Nutrition 

Peggy Littmann, Pharmaceutical Expert 
Susie Kaplar, Pilates by Susie 

Donna Mastella, YMCA personal trainer 
A special thank you to Peggy Littmann and Shuli Mesa  

for their work on this challenging challenge. 
  

And the WINNER IS……..SUSIE KAPLAR 
Congratulations to Susie and all of the participants! 

 

Keep a lookout for Round 2. Will you be the next WINNER? 
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Knoxville Chapter of Hadassah 
 

Executive Board 

Shuli Mesa    President 

     shulime@gmail.com 
     

Raeus Cannon  Outreach VP 

     raeusjae@gmail.com 

Laura Floyd   Treasurer 

     floydfam@knology.net 

Elizabeth Spenser  V.P. Programming 

     elspenser@pstcc.edu 

Barbara Mintz  V.P. Membership 

     barbara@bmintz.com 

Betty Golub   V.P. Education 

       morahbetty@heskaamuna.org 

Kathy Goldstein  V.P. Fundraising 

    kathygoldstein@gmail.com 

Robin Brown  Recording Secretary 

Shannon Martindale Corresponding  

     Secretary 

     shannon.martindale@gmail.com 
      

Bonnie Boring  Advisor    

     unlresources@aol.com 

 

 

 

General Board 

Samantha Spenser Bulletin Editor 

Laura Floyd   Directory Bookkeeper 

Charlene Gubitz  Greeting Cards 

Nora Messing  Historian 

Nora Messing  HMO Luncheon  

Rosalie Nagler  HMO Luncheon  

Peggy Littmann  JNF  

Mary Ann Merrell Large Certificates  

Judi Abrams   Layettes 

Marcia Shloush  Leadership  

     Development 

Marilyn Abrams  Life Membership  

Cheryl Kaplan  Lifecycle  

     Correspondence 

Marian Jay   Parliamentarian 

Jill Weinstein  Records Admin 

Joyce York   Trees/Water Certificates 

Bridge Biernacki  Webmaster/Social  

     Media 

Mary Evars-Goan  Youth Aliyah 

 

 

www.knoxville.hadassah.org 

Welcome Our Newest with Layettes 
 

Shalom Y’all, 

It is still not too late to add YOUR name to these open LAYETTE cards. 

Please send me an e-mail to let me know!  
 

 Drs. Ricky and Cindy Caplan on the birth of their grandson - MASON 

 Mrs. Marilyn Abrams on the birth of her granddaughter - JULIE BETHANY 

 Mr. and Mrs. Greg Lane and the birth of their daughter - AVIVA GRACE 

 Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Hedrick on the birth of their daughter - DARCY 

ABIGAIL 

 Drs. Joshua Gettinger and Barbara Levin on the birth of their grandson - 

MAX CZAR 
 Dr. and Mrs. Evan Ohriner on the birth of their grandson - NADOV JACOB 

 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call or just e-mail me!  
 

Thanks for your support of this and all Hadassah programs. 

  

Judi, jmksa1@aol.com 

Help Israel: Purchase Certificates 
 

 Israel is always in need of trees and water. 

Please help the forests by planting a tree and 

helping them by giving them water.  Plant a tree 

today. Since 1926, we have partnered with JNF to 

drain swamplands, plant forests, develop water 

resources and preserve Israel’s ecology. Giving 

opportunities include: 

One Tree - $18 

Ten Trees - $150 (Circle of Trees) 

Fifty Trees - $750 (Garden of Trees) 
 

You may designate a name for certificates in 

memory of someone, sending get well wishes to an 

individual, in honor of a birthday, anniversary, 

birth, marriage, engagement or someone's 

accomplishment.  

Contact Joyce York at (865) 384-6177 or 

joyceyork12@gmail.com to arrange for a tree or 

water certificate to be sent for you. 

mailto:goan@knology.net
mailto:jmksa1@aol.com


KJDS Ends Another Successful School Year 
 

On Tuesday evening, May 20, 

KJDS students celebrated excellence, 

beginning with the KJDS Annual Art 

Show, followed by the Graduation of 

three special fifth graders. The Art 

Show, led by Artist/Teacher Kristin 

Kendall, was a display of art learned 

throughout the school year. Students 

began studying art from the Egyptian 

art period (2000 BCE) and ended with 

Pop Art (1950-1970). The students 

learned about 14 art periods and 

enjoyed each project. Parents and 

friends enjoyed viewing their fabulous 

art.   

Morah Revital also presented a 10-

minute video of the year of Hebrew; 

displaying how well KJDS students are 

learning the language and how much 

fun they are having while learning it. It 

is amazing to see how much they have 

learned in just one year! 

The graduating Class of 2014 

shared favorite KJDS memories with 

the audience by performing a skit that 

involved the entire student body! They 

continued down memory lane while watching video displaying pics from kindergarten through this year, as well as video clips with well 

wishes from all of their friends.  

Our graduates this year are Hallie Boring, who will attend Coulter Grove Intermediate School, Kirk Parsons, who will attend Holston 

Middle School, and Frank Sturm, who will attend The Webb School of Knoxville. We wish them all the best of luck, although they won’t 

need it because they will all do fabulously! 

KJDS graduates Hallie, Kirk, and Frank with Morah Miriam Esther.  

Delicious desserts thanks to Marilyn Burnett and Pat Rosenberg.             Picasso-like self- portraits on display at the KJDS Art Show. 
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KJDS is Excited to Implement STEAM initiatives  
into Our Progressive Academic Program: 

What STEAM Learning Creates:  
 

Problem-solvers – able to define questions and problems, design investigations to gather 

data, collect and organize data, draw conclusions, and then apply understandings to new 

and novel situations. 

Innovators – creatively use science, mathematics, and technology concepts and principles by 

applying them to the engineering design process. 

Inventors – recognize the needs of the world and creatively design, test, redesign, and then 

implement solutions (engineering process). 

Self-reliant – able to use initiative and self-motivation to set agendas, develop and gain self

-confidence, and work within time specified time frames. 

Logical thinkers – able to apply rational and logical thought processes of science, 

mathematics, and engineering design to innovation and invention. 

Technologically literate – understand and explain the nature of technology, develop the 

skills needed, and apply technology appropriately. 

The engineering component of STEAM education puts emphasis on the process and 

design of solutions, instead of the solutions themselves. This approach allows students to 

explore mathematics and science in a more personalized context, while helping them to 

develop the critical thinking skills that can be applied to all facets of their work and 

academic lives. 

Examples of STEAM Projects Integrated  
into KJDS Classrooms This Year 

Getting to Your Dream Vacations Demands the Use of Math! 

 To celebrate the end of the year in 4th and 5th grade math, students participated in a 

web quest to plan a seven-day summer vacation to the state or country of their choice. 

Students had the option of working alone, with a partner, or small group on this project. 

This was a dream vacation, so their budget was unlimited. Students had to include an 

itinerary for their seven days, with flight information, hotel stays, rental cars or train travel, 

or other means of transportation, three meals a day, and excursions or outings during their 

trip. They also had to purchase travel insurance and had to set aside money for souvenirs. 

They had to track all of their vacation expenses using a budget spreadsheet. Students had to 

record costs, and in many situations, calculate the currency exchange, the names of the 

companies used, and the resources used to plan the trip. They had to calculate the total 

amount spent in each section on their budget spreadsheet. They figured out what percentage 

they spent on airfare, what percentage was spent on hotel, lodging, excursions, and 

souvenirs. 

 After they created their itinerary and calculated expenses, students created a PowerPoint 

presentation illustrating their trip and all the fun things they were going to do on the summer 

vacation of their dreams. Vacation destinations included Toronto, Canada, Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil, Tokyo, Japan, and Jeju, South Korea. 
 

Geotechnical 
Engineering Unit 
The storybook that anchors this 

unit, Sumal Crosses the Karnali 

River, takes students to Nepal, 

where people rely on innovative 

cable bridges called TarPuls to 

cross flooded rivers during 

monsoon season. Digging into the role of geotechnical engineers, students 

must select a safe, flood-proof, and erosion-proof location for a new TarPul. 

Working with a model riverbank, they study soil properties, examine maps to 

assess the potential for erosion at different sites along the river, and factor in 

the villagers’ preferences for a TarPul location. 

Students create a dragster launcher and Color Bots. 

Our simulated TarPul bridges. 

Students tested the compaction of 

different types of soil and its effect on 

the strength of the foundations.   

Students test the stability of their model buildings with 

a simulated earthquake.  
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Students Enjoy an End of the Year Field Trip to the Smokies! 
 

KJDS students and staff boarded a chartered bus and headed to the Sugarlands Visitor Center in the Great Smoky Mountain National 

Park to celebrate yet another wonderful school year. We were greeted by Ranger Juliana, Ranger Mike, and Ranger Simon. Grades 2-5 

enjoyed learning with Ranger Juliana about the wildlife in the  Smoky Mountains National Park. Students were shocked to hear that the 

most dangerous species was the yellow jack! They enjoyed seeing tadpoles on the hike and the  animals we didn't spot on our hike we got 

to see at the Sugarlands Visitor Center.  

Grades K-1 enjoyed activities with Ranger Mike and Ranger Simon that used their senses to learn about the park. Students learned about 

the wildlife that lives in the park through many fun activities, such as being blindfolded to use their sense of hearing to find bugs, and 

using their legs to see how far they could jump, like the deer in the park, and they used their sense of sight to see if they could see 

different animals at different distances. Then, they all got together to enjoy lunch and a hike to Cascade Falls. What a wonderful way to 

end the school year!  

KJDS Teachers are Students, Too! 
 

 Our dedicated KJDS staff is hard at work planning for the upcoming 

school year. Only three weeks into the summer and we've already 

enjoyed two staff work days and attended more than 75 hours of 

conferences and training. With a goal to incorporate NGSS (Next 

Generation Science Standards) and STEAM (Steam Technology 

Engineering Art Math) initiatives into our curriculum, teachers are 

looking forward to a summer of learning, collaboration and creative 

planning.  

 In addition to the Summer STEM Workshop, our staff participated 

in additional PD workshops such as STEMSPARK Stars Training (a K-5 

laboratory workshop), Engineering is Elementary, Math Movement and 

the Common Core, Canstruction (integrate science, architecture, 

engineering, math, and art all while teaching your students to be 

community-minded). 
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KJDS Staff and Board 
 

Head of School 

Miriam Esther Wilhelm 
 

Curriculum Advisor 

Jennifer Dancu 
 

Curriculum & Innovation Coach 

Jessica Vose 
 

Office Administrator 

Ann Ely 
 

K-1st Grade Teacher  

Katie Bell 
 

2-3rd Grade Teacher  

Rebecca Beers 
 

4-5th Grade Teacher  

Kari Schubauer 
 

Hebrew Teacher 

Mushky Perlstein 
 

Drama Teacher 

Rosina Guerra 
 

Music Teacher 

Kari Schubauer 
 

Art Teacher 

Kristen Kendall 
 

PE Teacher 

Stephanie Klein 

 
 

Board of Directors 

Nancy Becker, President 

Dr. Jeffrey Becker, Vice President 

Mindy Goldberg, Secretary 

Dr. Jonathan Klein, Treasurer 

Dr. Jeffrey Abrams: Barry Allen;  

Dr. Bill Berez, Rob Blitt; Honorlin Del 

Moro; Sandy Parker; Judith Rosenberg; 

Evan Sturm; Tamara Sturm; Rabbi Yossi 

Wilhelm, Miriam Esther Wilhelm,  

Head of School 
 

Education Committee 

Nancy Becker, Chair 

Dr. Richard Adlin, Trudy Dreyer, Alice 

Farkas, Linda Feld, Rabbi Alon Ferency, 

Martha Iroff, Stella Iroff, Rabbi Mathew 

Michaels, Emily Theriot, Emily Williams 
 

Financial Aid Chair 

Mel Sturm 

Confidence Blossoms on the KJDS Stage 
By Lisa Reyes Mason 
 

 Have you ever seen a 5-year-old shimmy across a stage and steal the show?  

 This year, KJDS students performed Alice in Wonderland on the local community 

college stage. Every child had a part, and our kindergarten daughter was a Rock 

Lobster, Petunia, and Royal Cardswoman.  

 When the show was over, parent after parent came up to us, bubbling over with 

how our daughter made them laugh, stole the show, and won their hearts. The praise 

felt great. But what felt even better was knowing that the school we had chosen for her 

– KJDS – had given her the chance at such a young age to be creative, tap her strengths, 

and collaborate with both kids and adults to put on one dynamite show. 

 And at KJDS, the same thing happens in the classroom as on the stage. In the six 

months that our daughter has been there, she has created and presented her own life 

poster, accelerated with reading and math, and worked with multi-age teams to solve 

problems and deepen her learning. At KJDS, there’s no doubt – kids’ confidence 

blooms both on stage and off! 

Cora dancing in the KJDS 

production of Alice in Wonderland, 

courtesy of Lev Gross Comstock 

Photography.  

Dan, Cora, and Lisa enjoy 

festivities at UT, where mom is  

a faculty member in the College 

of Social Work. 
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The Way We Were in 1947 

Temple Beth El  
80th Anniversary 
Celebration 
 

 Delayed by World War II, 
Temple Beth El celebrated its 
80th anniversary in 1947, 
rather than in 1944.   
 
 Here on stage at the Jewish 
Community Center on Vine 
Avenue in a play written by 
Emilie E. Strasburger 
depicting a scene from the 
history of the temple are, from 
left to right: Zelda Morrison, 
aunt of Mary Linda 
Schwarzbart, David 
Blumberg, who became 
international president of 
B’nai Brith, Linda 
Strasburger, and Larry 
Morrison, cousin of Mary 
Linda Schwarzbart. Linda 
Strasburger, now Linda Bolt, 
still lives in Knoxville. 
 

 Photo courtesy of Temple Beth El 

 

To learn more, go to www.jewishknoxville.org/archives    
Send your photos of “The Way We Were” to 
archives@jewishknoxville.org or contact the archivist at  
(865) 690-6343, c/o AJCC, 6800 Deane Hill Drive,  
Knoxville, Tennessee 37919-5943. 


