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In This Issue L’SHANA TOVAH 

From the Board and Staff of the 
Knoxville Jewish Alliance 

Arnstein Jewish Community Center members can enjoy the  
AJCC Pool an extra week — through Monday, September 13,  

unless circumstances, CDC, or KCHD recommendations change. 
 

Pool Hours for Members thru September 13 
Monday–Friday:  
3:00 – 3:30 p.m. - adults only 
3:30 – 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday:  
11 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
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KJA Board Views 
 

Support a Key Community Asset 
By Bernard Bendriem, Treasurer   
 

Dear friends,  
Let me start with good news. Our campaign so far is at the same level as last year, even 

during this challenging time for us. We should be able to meet our budget goal ($270,000) 
if everyone continues to support the KJA and we are most appreciative for it.  

As you may guess, our revenues have significantly diminished this year, as we have 
opened the preschool, camp, and pool while following all the guidelines available to us, 
thus limiting the attendance. That was the right thing to do to ensure safety of children, 
staff and all our members.  

While KJA has compensated some of its revenue losses with available resources such 
as grant and government resources, we still anticipate a deficit this year.  

That is the not so good news.  
In March I sent you the following request  
Pay your pledge earlier than in previous years 
Increase your pledge by 20% 
I want to thank the many of you who responded to my request and would like to  

encourage those who can to respond and help us achieve a record campaign of $320,000, 
most needed this year.  

We committed to support our staff and our community and have been so far  
quite successful through the hard work and dedication of our staff and board.  

Our community is our best asset.  
Shalom to all. 

 

The Future Looks Bright 
By Adam Brown, KJA Immediate Past President 
 

As Past KJA President, I have had the honor of serving on the Executive Committee 
these past three years and I can tell you with 100% confidence that the KJA and the future 
of its leaders is looking very bright. During this pandemic, we have had Zoom meetings 
almost every single week and the leadership shown by Chip Rayman (our current presi-
dent) and Bryan Goldberg (our president-elect), as well as all of the tireless work Martha 
Iroff has been doing to make sure the Preschool and Camp were not only running in a fis-
cally responsible way, but maximizing the health and safety of the students and staff has 
been nothing short of remarkable.   

I know it takes a team and I’d be remiss if I didn’t compliment the rest of the Executive 
Committee as well as Kristen Cannon and her preschool staff, but I want to emphasize the 
efforts of our current and future leaders of our organization. As one of the “old school” 
board members, it’s very refreshing to see the direction the KJA is headed and I am excited 
about the future. 
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Help keep this vital 
institution alive 

 

Under The Coronavirus Aid 
Relief and Economic Security 
Act (CARES Act), taxpayers who 
don't itemize may now deduct up 
to $300 per year in charitable 
contributions. Please consider 
making a pledge or donation to 
support our work. Whether you 
visit our building or support our 
social justice initiatives, our  
Jewish community is stronger 
together.  

Donate today.  
www.jewishknoxville.org/

donate. 
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GKJMC Receives an Honor, Bestows an Honor 
 

The Greater Knoxville Jewish Men's Club has been honored by the Federation of Jewish Men's 
Clubs with its Quality Club Award for 2019-20. The Quality Club Award is earned by clubs who 
excel in the areas of programming, administration, and participation at the regional and interna-
tional Levels. GKJMC will be presented with a plaque at the International Convention in Chicago in 
July 2021. "It is extra impressive that we earned this award in our first year of existence as a club," 
says co-president Meir Niad. 

The Man of the Year is selected annually by his peers for demonstrating outstanding effort and 
dedication to our club and community. This year GKJMC honors Bryan Merrell, of blessed memory. 
Bryan was one of the most kind, supportive and genuine people we could have ever known, a true 
mensch. Gone but not forgotten. In addition, this award will now be known as The Bryan Merrell 
Man of The Year Award. 

To learn more about the GKJ Men's Club, please visit www,GKJMC.org. 

 

Ha’Kol Newsletters Available on KJA Website 
 

Need a back issue? Want to show an out-of-town friend 
or relative a story? Find Ha’Kol online at 

 

https://jewishknoxville.org/hakol 

Subscribe to the KJA’s Sunday morning 
email blast by entering your email at 

 

www.jewishknoxville.org 
(near the bottom of the page) 



Still the “Most Fun in the Sun” at 2020 AJCC Summer Camps 
 

Masked campers enjoyed pool time, swim lessons, arts and crafts, Ga-Ga, an inflatable slide, dodgeball, swimming and 
tennis lessons, and lots of fresh air and play time. AJCC staff found creative ways to play, stay safe, and enjoy friends. 
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Summer camp Shabbat celebrations make Fridays special. 

AJCC says thank you to our 2020 summer camp and pool staff 



An Easy Way to Support Your  
Jewish Community Center 

 
Thanks to the Kroger Community Rewards program, you 
can support the Preschool at AJCC while you shop! 

 

Register your Kroger Plus card in the program, then chose AJCC 
Preschool as your organization and it will receive a portion of 

the program's annual community donations.  
   

FOLLOW THESE EASY STEPS: 
 

1)  Sign into your digital account. 

2)  Search for your organization. 

3)  Enter the  

     AJCC Preschool or 41474. 

4)  Select AJCC Preschool from 

the list and click “Save.” 

 
 

This is a terrific way to help the Preschool at AJCC,  
even you don’t have children here.  

Volume 12, Issue 8, September 2020 
Published 11 times per year by the  

Knoxville Jewish Alliance, Inc.  
6800 Deane Hill Drive  

Knoxville, TN 37919-5943 
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Wes Johnson                VP Administration 
Martha Iroff    VP Children & Youth 
Vacant       VP Education/Culture 
Bryan Goldberg   VP Jewish Community 
         Services &  
         President-Elect 
Sarah Frankel    VP Public Relations 

 

Committee board members  
Jill Weinstein...........................…Allocations 
Bernard Bendriem...........…….......…Budget 
Stephanie Kodish……..Long-Range Planning 
Melissa Feinbaum.........................Personnel 
Raphe Panitz.............................Cultural Arts  
Renee’ Hyatt…..................Israel Partnership 
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Helene Sinnreich……...………..Hillel at UTK 
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Jean Begue…................….........Publications 
Jonathan Branton….............................Camp 
Lev Comstock…........................Membership 
Mary A. Merrell/Michael Burnett….Archives 
 

Community Board Members  
Jeff Becker.....................Chair, Heska Amuna  
Kathy Young.........President, Temple Beth El 
Andrea Cone..................President, Hadassah  
Stephen Rosen……...............President, KJCFF 
Michael Zemel……..................President, KJDS 
Hilary Shreter.......................President, JCOR 
Steve Beber…...........................Chair, Chabad 
 

Board Members at-Large  
Brad Holtz, Rachel Milford,  
Britt Sturm, Michael Zemel 

 

Ha’Kol Publication Staff 
Joyce York, Editor and Graphic Designer 

Chip Rayman, Publisher 

Greater Knoxville Jewish  
Men’s Club 
In memory of Bryan Merrell 
 Kathy Franzel and Lou Gauci 
 

KJA General Fund 
In memory of Dan Sweeten 
 Mark and Marcy Frankel 
 Wilma Weinstein and John Lomax 
 

Milton Collins Day Camp 
David and Deborah Hicks 
Brian and Megan DeBolt 
Eric and Julia Mayer 
Bradley and Meredith Holtz 
Marshall Goldman and Talia Nutting 
 

Preschool at AJCC 
Ruth Moody  
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Trader Joe’s, The MUSE Knoxville, 
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Action Park, Bullman's Gym,  
Lawrence and Virginia Kessler, Jeff 
Wischkaemper, Adrienne Place, 
Kara Johnson Studio Art, Sharon 
Johnson, Pure Barre Knoxville,  
Balanced You Massage and Yoga, 
Nothing Too Fancy, Great Smoky 
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KJA Contributions 
Received by July 9, 2020 

Donations to KJA funds can be made to celebrate lifecycle 
events, remember or honor someone, or to support programs of 

interest. To find a fund or cause that you want to support, contact 
the KJA office at (865) 690-6343; email  

office@jewishknoxville.org; or visit www.jewishknoxville.org  
today and make a donation in honor or memory of a friend or  

family member, or to support a cause dear to you. 
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S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0  

Because of possible coronavirus –related postponements & cancellations, please double check  

any activity listed within Ha’Kol to ensure the event is still occurring. 

S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

  1 
1p Torah Chat with Rabbi 
Boxt-TBE 
7pm Healing Service w/
Rabbi Boxt & Steve Lewis-
TBE 
 
 

2 
9:30-10:30a Shacharit  
service & Torah chat-HA 
Noon—Executive Mifgash 
Manhigim-TBE 
4:30p Mid-Wk Hebrew-TBE 
4-6p AJCC Pool 
6:30p Minyan service,  
Daf Talmud chat-HA 
7p Talmud Study-HA 

3 
7a Morning Minyan-HA 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed
-TBE 
2-3p Mincha-HA 
4-6p AJCC Pool 
6:15p Conversational 
Hebrew-HA 

4 
7:40p 

9a Shacharit Service-HA 
Noon Mindfulness  
Practice-HA 
4-6p AJCC Pool 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

5 
8:35p 

10a Shabbat Service-
HA  
11a-6p AJCC Pool 
6p Havdalah Service-
TBE 

6 
 

7Labor Day 
3:30p Mincha & 
Torah chat-HA 
4-6p AJCC Pool 

8 
1p Torah Chat with  
Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
4-6p AJCC Pool 
8-8:30p Mincha-HA 

9 
4-6p AJCC Pool 
4:30p Mid-Wk Hebrew-TBE 
6:30p Minyan service,  
Daf Talmud chat-HA 
6:30p Board Mifgash Man-
higim-TBE 
7p Talmud Study-HA 

10 
7a Morning Minyan-HA 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed
-TBE 
2-3p Mincha-HA 
4-6p AJCC Pool 
6:15p Conversational 
Hebrew-HA 

11 
7:30p 

9a Shacharit Service-HA 
Noon Mindfulness  
Practice-HA 
4-6p AJCC Pool 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

12 
8:25p 

8:15p Selichot  
Service-HA 
10a Shabbat Service-
HA  
11a-6p AJCC Pool 
6p Havdalah Service-
TBE 

13 
9:30a Religious Sch-Apples & 
Honey-TBE 
10a Religious School-HA 
11a-6p AJCC Pool-Last Day 
Noon Confirmation class-TBE 

14 
11:30a JFS 
Comm mtg 
3:30p Mincha & 
Torah chat-HA 
6-7p KJA Exec 
mtg 

15 
1p Torah Chat with  
Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
7p Healing Service w/ 
Rabbi Boxt & Steve Lewis-
TBE 
8-8:30p Mincha-HA 

16 
4:30p Mid-Wk Hebrew-TBE 
6:30p Minyan service,  
7p Talmud Study-HA 
7p Board mtg-Hadassah 

17 
7a Morning Minyan-HA 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed
-TBE 
2-3p Mincha-HA 
6:15p Conversational 
Hebrew-HA 

18 

Erev Rosh HaShanah 

 
7:20p 

9a Shacharit Service-HA 
Noon Mindfulness  
Practice-HA 
6p Erev Rosh Hashanah 
(outdoors)-HA 
7p Erev Rosh Hashanah-

19  

Rosh HaShanah 
 

8:14p 
See Heska Amuna & 
Temple Beth El  
sections for High 
Holy Days service 
information and 
times 

20 

Rosh HaShanah 
7:06p 

 

See Heska Amuna  
& Temple Beth El  
sections for High Holy Days 
service information and 
times 

21 
3:30p Mincha & 
Torah chat-HA 
 

22 
1p Torah Chat with  
Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
4:30p Old Cemetery  
Service-TBE 
8-8:30p Mincha-HA 

23 
4:30p Mid-Wk Hebrew-TBE 
5:30p New Cemetery Service
-TBE 
6:30p Minyan service,  
7p Talmud Study-HA 

24 
7a Morning Minyan-HA 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed
-TBE 
2-3p Mincha-HA 
6:15p Conversational 
Hebrew-HA 
 
 

25 
7:09p 

9a Shacharit Service-HA 
Noon Mindfulness  
Practice-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

26 
8:04p 

10a Shabbat Service-
HA  
6p Havdalah Service-
TBE 

27 

Kol Nidre 
9:30a Religious Sch-TBE 
See Heska Amuna & Temple 
Beth El sections for High 
Holy Days service  
information and times 

28 

Yom Kippur 
 

AJCC Campus 
closed 
 
 

29 
7p Healing Service w/ 
Rabbi Boxt & Steve Lewis-
TBE 
8-8:30p Mincha-HA 

30 
4:30p Mid-Wk Hebrew-TBE 
6:30p Daf Talmud chat-HA 

   

Please see each organization’s section for information  
on 2020 High Holy Days service times  

and means of viewing. 
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Suzy Snoops 
 

Ha’Kol welcomes your good news. Please send  
information to jyork@jewishknoxville.org  

You can also mail your news to 
Ha’Kol newsletter, Knoxville Jewish Alliance, 
6800 Deane Hill Drive  Knoxville  TN 37919. 

 
 Mazel tov to former KJA director Jeff Gubitz and wife 

Charlene, on the marriage of daughter Rabbi Jen-
nifer to Matan Ben Yishay.  

 Mazel tov to Jan Hahn and Heather O'Brien on 
daughter Micah's marriage to Ben Tietge in McCall, 
Idaho.   

 In honor of Tu B’Av, the holiday of love, Taglit-
Birthright Israel featured a Facebook post about two 
alumni, one who is a former Knoxvillian. Max Silver-
Alford is the son of Terry Silver-Alford and Chaya 
Silver. Here’s the story:  “Max  and Rachelle boarded 
the plane with their 
Birthright Israel trip in 
January of 2015. When 
the person sitting next 
to Max asked if anyone 
was willing to take his 
middle seat in exchange 
for an aisle seat, 
Rachelle volunteered...it 
was love at first flight. 
The pair chatted the 
entire plane ride, and 
Max even gave Rachelle 
his neck pillow. Talk about a Mensch! While spending 
much of the trip together and laying in hammocks 
under the beautiful Israel stars, their bond only grew 
stronger. As the trip came to an end, their love cer-
tainly did not. They continued to see each other af-
terwards and have been together ever since. Max and 
Rachelle got engaged in  
November of 2019 
and plan on getting 
married in 2022. We 
wish this alumni cou-
ple all the best!” 

 Abby Kaplan and 
Meir Niad were  
married in a small, 
private ceremony 
and are excited to 
share their joyous 
news with the com-
munity.  

“Being an Anti-Racist Jew” 
An initiative of Sharing the Dream 
 

The Knoxville Jewish community is invited to attend an evening 
workshop of discussion, introspection, and examination.  
 

Our kavanah (intention):  
This facilitated workshop will root participants in 
values of tzedek (justice) and tikkun olam (repair 
of our world) as we examine the intricate power 
systems of race and privilege in the U.S., and our 
individual and communal roles as Jews in  
challenging the structures and ideologies that  

uphold racism and white supremacy.  
 

Tuesday, September 8 — 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Free of charge to participants 
Please register in advance via this link: bit.ly/KnoxARJ 
 

We will use a curriculum created by Rachel Milford, a Knoxville 
Jewish Alliance board member, in collaboration with other local 
Jewish organizers. Increased social justice programming was 
specifically identified as a community desire during our  
“Sharing the Dream” meet-ups process that happened last fall. 
 

This workshop will be a multi-racial space, and is open to anyone 
who identifies as a member of the Knoxville Jewish community. 
We hope for it to only be the beginning of continued conversa-
tion, education, and action within our Jewish community, as we 
work to build solidarity with all other marginalized communities.  
Email OneGreaterJewishKnoxville@gmail.com with questions. 
 

This program was made possible by grants to the Knoxville Jewish  
Alliance from the Jeff & Nancy Becker Community Enrichment Fund 

and the Bryan and Mary Ann Merrell Family Fund of the  
Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds. 



5781 High Holy Days 

Greetings 

L’SHANA TOVAH 
 

Kim, Stephen,  
Nathan, Arielle, and 

Tifannie Rosen 

L’Shana Tovah 
Wishing all a year of  

peace, health and happiness 
 

Marilyn and Harvey Liberman,  
Mark and Janet - Atlanta, GA;  

Lynn - St. Paul, MN; Andrea - Dallas, TX;  
Scott, Ann, and Deborah—Dayton, OH 

HIGH HOLIDAY GREETINGS 

 

Barbara and Bernard Bernstein,  

Barri, Mark and Tanya,  

Rachel Clara, Benjamin, and Arielle 

Happy Holidays 

from the Rebacks! 
 

Gary, Kathy, Jenna, & Ben 
Rick, Kate, Jessica & Lydia, Josh, & Matt 

Sandy, Shelley, Dana, & Samantha 

May this New Year be filled with  
good health, happiness & peace! 

L’shana Tova, 
 

Tennessee Holocaust Commission 

May this be a sweet year 
of health, happiness, and 

peace. 
 

Shana Tovah U’metuka 
Mary Linda Schwarzbart 

Best wishes  

for a happy, healthy, 

and sweet new year! 
 

Jill, Douglas, Brian  

& Andrew Weinstein 

 

With all good wishes 
 

PESSA, MARLA, BART, 

JOEL, & WILL BRODY 

Best wishes for  
a happy and healthy 

New Year!  
 

Renee' Hyatt and Paul Erwin 

Shana Tovah U'Metukah 
Wishing everyone a healthy, happy new year. 

The Silbers 
Harold, Susan, Adam, Lance, & Kelsey 

L’ Shana Tova Y’all! from the  

Mangold and Hanford families 
 

Shelley and Marc; Cody, Miz, July, and  

Dylan; Abram, Maddie, and Max! 

May the New Year Bring You 
Peace, Good Health, and Happiness 

 

Sandra Licht 



BEST WISHES FOR A  
HAPPY NEW YEAR  

 

Alice Goldfarb, Livingston, NJ;  
Debbie Renert, Israel; Diane Lechter & 

family, Atlanta; Ian Renert, LA;  
Malcolm Minsk, Atlanta; Wendy & Alan 

Solon and family, Atlanta; Gail & Ron Minsk 
& family, Chevy Chase, MD; Elisa &  
Morris Hartstein and family, Israel 

Holiday Greetings 
from 

Larry Silverstein 

HOLIDAY GREETINGS  
from the 

Dreyer Family 

Warm greetings and  
very best wishes to all  
our friends in Knoxville 

 

Peggy & Mark Littmann 
Beth, James, Liam, & Adele McGinnis 

Owen & Machiko Littmann 
 

LASHANAH TOVAH AND A GOOD NEW YEAR 
 

Marilyn Presser, Linda Slovis,  

Lisa, Michael, David; Adam &Zena;  

Jennifer & Marco Cohn.  

Alaina Slovis, Ely & Ayva Oberman, and David Slovis 

L’Shana Tovah 
 

Jeff and Nancy Becker and  
Our Children and Grandchildren: 

 

Rachel, Micah, Sophie, and  
Reuben Becker-Klein; 
Ben, Amy, Harry, and  

Leo Willis-Becker; 
Sarah and Aminata; 

Jeff Cohen; Dan, Lora, Noah, and Benjamin 
Cohen-Vogel;  

Debbie, Jeff, Samantha, and  
Gabe Abrams-Cohen 

L'SHANA TOVAH 
 

Mark Harris; Alan, Mary Jo, David,  

Daniel, Rachel & Jacob Harris;  

Robert, Marcy, Alex & Noah Chatham; 

Kevin, Melissa, Madeline, and Ella Harris 

In loving memory of Carol 

Shanah Tovah! 
 

Jean Begue 

Shana Tovah 

U'Metukah  
 

Gilya Schmidt  

and Family 

 

A Happy New Year from all the 

Kramers in St. Louis, Rochester, 

Oxford, Great Britain, and Jerusalem. 

Wishing a happy New Year to 
all from the Brietstein Family 

 

Abraham, Judy, Autumn, Raina, 
and the rest of the gang 

VERY BEST WISHES  
FOR A HEALTHY AND  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

Deborah Roberts and  
Don Mossman 

L’Shanah Tovah 
 

Heska Amuna Synagogue 
Knoxville Jewish Alliance 

Temple Beth El 
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Shalom Y’all! 
By Rabbi Erin Boxt 

 

This year, the preparatory work leading up to the High 
Holy Days has been quite different. While some of the prep 
work has been similar – such as preparing sermons and 
working on the honors for the various services – this year has 
been filled with making decisions related to the Coronavirus 
pandemic. We had to make decisions regarding the choir (live 
or prerecorded), how to present services (virtual) as well as paring down our 
services to meet the needs of our congregants.  

Thank goodness for Rabbi Dan Medwin and the rest of the technology team of 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis. Virtual Tefillah services were created 
for the High Holy Days – literally the High Holy Day Machzor (Mishkan HaNefesh) was made into a digital format. Thanks to our 
Ritual and Worship Committee, we were able to purchase the “Pro” version of the High Holy Day Machzor. This enabled us to cut, 
paste, and edit the services to make our virtual Tefillah presentable to our congregants.  

While the first eight months of 2020 have been challenging, I am so thankful and blessed to be a part of such 
a Kehillah Kedoshah – a Holy community. We have quite an amazing Temple Beth El family! In many ways, our congregation has 
become closer and we have deepened our relationships this year. The 2019-2020 TBE Board handled the challenges thrown at 
them with grace and with the health of our congregation as its priority. The 2020-2021 TBE Board has already continued this 
strong level of leadership and I am certain bigger and better things are in our future.   

I will close this message with a story:  
“Two Rabbis were walking along a path next to a garden. One Rabbi looked to the other and remarked how beautiful the 

flowers were. The other Rabbi looked up to the sky and smiled. The first Rabbi asked him why he was smiling. The second Rabbi 
looked to his friend, smiled, and leaned down to smell the flower. He then said to his friend, ‘If we only appreciate the beauty of 
the flower, we are missing something. We must first appreciate the Creator of the flower…then we can appreciate the beauty of 
the flower.’”  
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TBE President’s Remarks 
By Kathy Young, TBE President 
 

Wow! Never in a million years would I have thought that the coronavirus would still be haunting us in Sep-
tember. Like many others, I thought certainly we would be enjoying High Holy Day services in person, but that, 
unfortunately, is not the case.  

So, what does that mean for all of us at Temple Beth El? It means we have the opportunity of enjoying these 
services in a way that we never had before, but in a way that will be equally special and meaningful. Rabbi Erin Boxt, in  
conjunction with the Ritual and Worship Committee (co-chairs, Susan Baker and Norma James), the House and Property commit-
tee (chair, Tony Gibbons) and other devoted volunteers, worked tirelessly to make these Days of Awe, I promise, an experience 
none of us will ever forget. Please check the services schedule found on our website, www.tbeknox.org, and on page 15. 

On another note, your Board of Directors has also been working hard, making some exceedingly difficult decisions for the 
good and welfare of the congregation. 

We have formed a reopening advisory committee consisting of Rabbi Boxt, Larry Tucker and Dr. Allan Rosenbaum, to look at 
the protocols necessary to safely open the building I know everyone wants to be together again, (and I, like everyone else, miss 
seeing you all), but everyone’s health must be our first and foremost concern. In addition, we are also looking at some entertain-
ing and social events that will Zoom us together in small groups. All ideas are welcome, so please send them to Rabbi Boxt or 
me.rom my family to yours, I wish you and yours a sweet and happy New Year. May you be inscribed in the Good Book for yet 
another year. LaShana Tova Tikateivu. 
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If you would like to connect  
with us on Zoom, here are the links 

to our services: 

 Kabbalat Shabbat Services on  
Friday evenings at 7 p.m.: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/835560058 
Meeting ID: 835 560 058 
Password:  788114 
  

 Havdalah services on  
Saturday evenings at 6 p.m.: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/405314387 
Meeting ID: 405 314 387 
Password:  178744 

 

ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

1. If you have a laptop, smartphone, or tablet, you can 
download the app in advance. 
2. If not, no worries! There are other options! 
You are either able to call in using a landline/cell phone 
or video conference in via a computer/phone/iPad with a 
camera. Both options are listed below. 
 
To call in: 
1. Under, DIAL BY LOCATION, call the number below 
that says NEW YORK (meaning East Coast). You will 
then have to enter the Meeting ID 

2. To video conference: 
1. Click link below that says JOIN ZOOM MEETING. 
2. Something will pop up to download ZOOM (allow it). 
3. Once downloaded, the meeting should open. Please 
make sure to check off  
"Use Computer Audio" 

If you are able, please make sure to mute yourself so 
noise doesn't come through the speakers into the group.  
On laptops/smartphones/tablets, there is a mute button. On 
the video conference, there is a mute button on the bottom 
left corner of the video screen. On landlines, there is not  

really a way to mute! 

 

FACEBOOK INSTRUCTIONS 
 

You do not need a Facebook account to watch/see our Face-
book page, but you do need one to interact with the videos! 

HOLIDAY FLOWERS  
Dear Friends, 
 

We share your disappointment at the loss 
of the cherished in-person gathering for 
the High Holidays this year. We will miss 
being together in the same room and the 
casual interactions which make this annual 
reunion of our community so special. 
Enhance your own holiday table or send 
flowers to a family member or friend. A beautiful flower ar-
rangement always complements a holiday table. Let Temple 
Beth El Sisterhood take care of the legwork so you have less to 
think about during your holiday preparations.  
$65 for local delivery (flowers plus delivery).  Flowers may be 
ordered for out-of-town delivery at a slightly higher rate. Our 
florist has offered TBE a 15% discount on all wired orders. 
$5.00 will be donated to Temple Beth El’s Beiler Floral Fund  
for each order.) 
 

Send Flowers Order Form to: 
Wilma Weinstein Lomax, SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT,  
7716 Montfaye Road,  Powell, TN 37849    OR    
Temple Beth El  PO BOX 10325 Knoxville TN 37939-0325 
 

Ordered By _____________________________________  
 

Daytime Phone Number___________________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed $ ________________  
 

  Vase_________  or  Oblong Center Piece _________ 
Color Preference (if any)________________________ 
 

Please make checks payable to Temple Beth El Sisterhood or 
credit card sale.  
Your Name:______________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________  
City _______________________State_____Zip Code_______ 
Phone ____________________________________________  
Message Send To: 
__________________________________________________  
Name ____________________________________________ 
Address ____________________________________________  
City/State/Zip 
___________________________________________________ 
Phone of delivery address______________________________ 
 
Orders are due by Thursday, September 10.  
All arrangements will arrive in time for Rosh Hashanah. 
 

L’SHANA TOVA! May you and your family be blessed with a 
New Year filled with joy, insight, health, prosperity, and love. 
We look forward to your participation in our streaming High 
Holy Day services, and to welcoming 5781 together through 
these joyous and meaningful services. 
 

Wilma Weinstein Lomax 
TBE Sisterhood President 



Temple Beth El Religious School  
September2020 Update 
By Norma James, Education Director, normajames@tbeknox.org  
 

Virtual Religious School. Where there’s a will, there’s a 
way, and LOVE is the way! This month we begin our Sunday 
morning Jewish education experience. Our staff met through 
Zoom several times this summer. We wanted to plan a religious 
school experience that would be engaging and tailored to the 
needs of our students. We recognized that our children  
should not sit in front of a screen for two and a half hours  
every Sunday.  

So, we focused our whole approach in one idea, Love.  
We crafted a plan that communicates our love for our religious 
school students and families and our love for Jewish education. 
Our fabulous partners ISJL have adapted the ISJL Curriculum 
into amazing lessons that can be taught through Zoom. Our 
shortened lessons are engaging and include movement and 
hands on learning. We want everything to be at the students’ 
fingertips so that parents do not have to run around finding 
supplies. That is why we created a Learning Box that includes 
everything the student needs for each lesson plus some special 
surprises.  

We had a great Learning Box Pick-up event in our TBE 
parking lot. Families drove around to each teacher station and 
received their boxes and a big hello from their teachers. Our 
Hebrew classes will continue virtually as well. We will be doing 
a combination of individual lessons and small group lessons. 
We want students to have an opportunity to see their Hebrew 
classmates and practice together while still have individual  
attention from our teachers. Of course, we have not left out 
T’filah and music, which must always be a part of Jewish  
education. We understand that our Virtual School will require 
updates and will get better and better as we learn more about 
what works. We are not sure how long we will be distance 
learning, but are committed to giving the children that we love 
so much, the very best we can provide. 
 

This will be a big year for our B’nei Mitzvah Students!  
Several students had to postpone their services due to Covid-
19. That means that we will have a very celebratory spring. Our 
7th graders from last school year will join with our new 7th grad-
ers for a year of many happy events! We have already had a 
wonderful Zoom service with Jake Goldberg in August. We are 
already planning Shaughn May’s service in November. It will 
definitely be on Zoom, and the state of our community health 
will dictate how many family friends, if any, might be included 
in the sanctuary. Our families, and especially our B’nei Mitzvah 
students, have been incredible. Families have had to make hard 

decisions well in advance when it is impossible to predict the 
future. I have been meeting with these students and the upcom-
ing 7th graders all summer. They have been amazing and resili-
ent. If you worry about our future generation, I can tell you that 
our Jewish community is going to be in very capable hands. So, I 
ask you to do something for these young people. I ask you to 
attend their B’nei whether on Zoom or when it is safe to attend 
in person. Send them a note of support. Help our young people 
know that we are with them as they celebrate this most im-
portant event. Your words and actions will mean so much to 
them.  

Below is a list of our B’nei Mitzvah  and Confirmation dates 
for this year. Mark you calendar to remind yourself to do some-
thing special for them. 
 

August 29:    Jake Goldberg 
November 7:  Shaughn May 
April 24:    Rachael Feinbaum 
May 8:    Sarah Mundorff 
May 15:     Josh & Jessica Daiagi  
May 20:   Grace Theriot will join the upcoming  
      10th  graders Grace Margulies &  

       Zoe Feldblum for Confirmation 
June 5:     Andrew Sandberg 
June 12:    Sam Shagan 

 

High Holy Days in the time of Covid It is September and we 
are still trying to find our new normal. So, let us find our 
grounding in our Judaism that has lasted for thousands of years 
through incredibly devastating times. We will still hear the call 
of the shofar and the beauty of the Kol Nidre. We are making 
every effort to create services that encompass the essence of 
the spiritual importance of these Days of Awe. We have created 
virtual services that will capture the spiritual essence of these 
important holidays. Our Children’s services will be redesigned 
to engage our children in a whole new way. We hope that eve-
ryone will join us in a K’hillah Kedoshah, a holy community.  
 

Attend Shabbat service with Rabbi Boxt and Norma every 
Friday at 7:00 on Zoom or on Facebook. You can watch it live 
or see the recording. No need to dress up for services, pajamas, 
yoga pants, or track suits are perfectly fine.  
 

Contact Norma for a FaceTime Family Visit. These are short 
visits that can happen most any time of the day, whatever 
works with the family’s schedule. If you don’t have FaceTime, 
we can use a different tool such as Zoom to connect. I have en-
joyed seeing our children and getting a chance to talk to them. I 
love seeing the parents and finding out what their family is do-
ing to pass the time. 
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Covid 19 has interrupted our lives in many ways. 
I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy.  

 

The 2020 Mahjongg tournament is cancelled.  
We look forward to a fantastic tournament in 2021. 

 

Wilma Weinstein-Lomax, 
Sisterhood President 
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Temple Beth El High Holy Day Schedule – 5781/2020 
 

Havdalah & Selichot Service 
(via ZOOM/Website) 

   Saturday, Sept. 12  7:30 p.m.  
   

Rosh Hashanah 
(via ZOOM/Website) 

Friday, Sept. 18     7:00 p.m.     Erev Rosh Hashanah/Shabbat Service  
Saturday, Sept. 19   9:00 a.m.     Children’s Service 
             10:30 a.m.     Morning Service 
             1:00 p.m.     Tashlich Experience 

Yom Kippur 
(via ZOOM/Website) 

Wednesday, Sept. 23  4:30/5:30 p.m.  Cemetery Service (Old/New) 
Sunday, Sept. 27     7:30 p.m.    Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre 
Monday, Sept. 28     9:00 a.m.    Children’s Service 
              10:30 a.m.    Morning Service 
              1:00 p.m.    Afternoon Service 
              3:00 p.m.     Healing Service 
              4:30 p.m.    Yizkor/Memorial Service  
                       & Ne’ilah/Closing Service 
 

Sukkot and Simchat Torah  (tentative) 

Wednesday, Sept 30  4:30 p.m.    Family decorating and pizza dinner 
Friday, Oct 2       7:00 p.m.     Sukkot Shabbat Service 
Friday, Oct. 9       6:30 p.m.    Sukkot Yizkor Memorial Service  
               7:00 p.m.    Simchat Torah Service 
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TBE’s Got Talent 
 
On Saturday evening, October 17, at 7:00 p.m, Temple Beth El will host our first 
TBE’s Got Talent show and it will be VIRTUAL.  Time to dust off your dancing 
shoes, tune up the old guitar, or grab that rabbit out of the hat.   
 
We are looking for talent from our members and their families. If you sing, dance, 
play an instrument, do readings of any sort,  or have a magic or comedy routine 
please contact Rise and Larry Tucker at: larimi.tucker@gmail.com, or call  
865 312-5301. 
 
We need some fun in our lives.  Since we can’t go out for it, let’s make it ourselves! 



Contributions to the Funds of Temple Beth El 

Donations listed were received as of July 24, 2020 

BEILER FLORAL FUND  
In memory of David Licht 
 Richard Licht and Shirley McGuire 
 
DIRECTORY ADVERTISING 
 Mortgage Investors Group  
 (Gary Sturm) 
 Alan and Karen Smuckler 
 
DUES SUPPORT RELIEF FUND 
 Wes and Norma James 
 Mark and Susan Leitson 
 Stephen and Ellen Markman 
 Kurt and Amy Mundorff 
 Joel and Susan Shor 
 Dan Smith 
 
ERMA GERSON COMMUNITY FUND  
In memory of Donald Gerson 
 Marty Gerson & family 
 
GENERAL FUND  
In memory of David Brown  
& Buzz Brody 
 Leonard Brown 
In memory of Nathan Lieberman 
 Marcie Gross 
In memory of Dora Schramm 
 Deborah Roberts and Don Mossman 
In memory of Jack & Ethel Rosenberg 
and Eli Yatsko 
 Pat Rosenberg 
 
LICHT YOUTH FUND 
In honor of Genesis 12:3 
 James Murph 
 

PRESERVATION FUND  
In memory of Louis H. Gassel 
 Liz Gassel and Michael Pardee 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of David Hyman 
 Roy and Carol Loring 
In memory of Nancy Sauers 
 Isidor and Megan Sauers 
 
STANLEY AND ELISE LEVY  
ENRICHMENT FUND 
In honor of Tina Fleeman 
 Deborah Roberts and Don Mossman 
 
SECURITY FUND 
In memory of Marie Elston 
 Stu and Jan Elston 
 Reba and Bennett Herzfeld 
In memory of Irene F. Chotiner 
 Meredith Jaffe 
 Wes and Norma James 
 Mark and Susan Leitson 
 Richard Licht and Shirley McGuire 
 Stephen and Ellen Markman 
 Jeannine and David Mill 
 Kurt and Amy Mundorff 
 Joel and Susan Shor 
 
SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND  
In memory of Sylvia Silver  
& Dora Silverstein 
 Debbie Silverstein 

Rabbi Erin Boxt 
rabbiboxt@tbeknox.org  
 

Kathy Young, President  
president@tbeknox.org 
 

Norma James   
Religious School Director  
normajames@tbeknox.org 
 

Tina Fleeman 
Temple Beth El Office Staff 
secretary@tbeknox.org 
 

TBE Office Phone:  
(865) 524-3521  
Fax: (865) 525-6030  
 

Temple Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 
Our Mission 
 

To inspire individuals to know, live, and 
shape our Jewish legacy. 
 

In fulfilling our mission, we value our 
place in the chain of traditions, the  
diversity of those who seek to join us in 
our venture, and the kindness essential 
to a sacred community. 
 

www.tbeknox.org 
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Happy September Birthdays 
 

Sophia Tumpson, Lucian Bornes,  
Geoffrey Laing, Steven Fox, Emily May,  

Maya Sadovnik, Daniel Shenkman,  
Howard Pollock, Susan Arbital,  

Renee' Hyatt, Martin Gerson, Debra Ripley, 
Gregory Kaplan, Bryan May, Clara Cohn,  

Steve Cohn, Janice Pollock, Harold Freedman, 
Azalee Drew, Larry Winston, Michael Schwartz,  

Sydney Tumpson, Keara Bain, Vivian Butler,  
Jill Vogelfang, Mary Beth Leibowitz,  

Bill Hicks, Jeanne Zucker, Leo Pollock,  
Leroy Wertheim, Katie Rosenberg,  

Emily Theriot, Carolyn Bush, Esther Webster,  
and Maria Walters 

L’Shanah Tovah from Temple Beth El 
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A Rebuilding Year 
By Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 
 

Rabbi Nachman of Breslov said “The whole world is a very narrow 
bridge – the Essential (‘Ikar) is not to be afraid.” Fear, change, insecurity, 
and stress can show us the way to expand our courage and wisdom. What 
is the ‘Ikar of this historic moment?!  

During half a year in quarantines, we speak of Essential industries, 
Essential workers, and Essential businesses. I believe it’s been a clarifying 
time, giving us pause to think about what is truly essential in our lives, what matters most. 
What have you learned in 5780 by analyzing what’s “Essential”? What is the ‘Ikar in your life: 
What can’t you live without, and what can’t you live with? 

I pray that 5781 may be the year we find the vaccine for Coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2). If 
there is a vaccine, how quickly might we recover from the social, economic, and civil costs of 
COVID? Whether or not there is a vaccine, I expect to see advances in treatment, innovations in 
ventilation, and even changes to body language: As one congregant observed, she may never travel on a plane without a mask 
again. This all changes the way we think of ourselves in American society. And so, lives are forever changed – we will always 
know ourselves “Before Coronavirus” and “After Coronavirus.”  

Malcolm Gladwell says that such near misses – like the persistent and deadly epidemic in our midst – can make us stronger 
spiritually. What does healing look like in 5781? Will we able to rebuild our society and economy and return to some degree of 
normalcy? What will that New Normal look like? After we had brushes with death at all moments, perhaps we may resolve to be 
more grateful for the Essentials.  

May it be a time of renewal! 
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September 2020 
12 Elul – 12 Tishrei 5780 

Heska Amuna’s 130th Anniversary 
begins this December 

  

 
 

To celebrate Hanukkah and Heska Amuna, there are delights in store, such as 
a lighthearted presentation of Heska Amuna’s history, a celebration of Hanukkah, 

and delicious treats. Whether we see you in person, or via Zoom, we hope  

to see you for the anniversary celebration sometime in December 2020! 



Heska Amuna Religious School News 

ELUL: A Month of Prep or Pep? 
By Shuli Mesa, Education Director 
 

The name of the month (spelled Alef-Lamed-Vav-Lamed - 
 is said to be an acronym of "Ani l'dodi - ֱאלּול
v'dodi li," "I am my Beloved's and my  
Beloved is mine," a quote from the Song of 
Songs 6:3, where the Beloved is G-d and the 
"I" is the Jewish people. A unique name giv-
en that this is the last month of the year...the 
last 29 days of 5780. 

According to tradition, the month of Elul 
is the time that Moses spent on Mount Sinai 
preparing the second set of tablets after the 
incident of the golden calf (Ex. 32; 34:27-28). He ascended on 
Rosh Chodesh Elul and descended on the 10th of Tishrei, at the 
end of Yom Kippur, when repentance was complete. Prepara-
tion, indeed.  

We, too, have been preparing for the return of HARS. While 
no mountains were harmed during our planning meetings, we 
have spent countless hours collecting data to determine where 
our family’s needs are, as this pandemic has affected everyone. 
We held a Town Hall, sent out a questionnaire, and conducted 
phone interviews focusing on our teens. We listened closely and 

we heard you. We learned 
of concerns of Zoom fatigue, 
of disconnection from 
friends, of missing music 
and the arts, and most im-
portantly, we heard how 
valuable your time is.  

With data in hand, we have crafted a virtual schedule of 
flexibility. Partnering for a second year with ShalomLearning, 
we are ready to challenge our students with the Jewish Values 
curriculum designed to engage and inspire all learners. Sunday 
mornings will have a new look and feel, much like the second 
set of tablets, different but the same. Students in 3rd through 7th 
will have an opportunity to choose what style of Hebrew in 
which to focus. There will be a different Chavurah (group) ֲחבּוָרה 

for students to choose in different areas.  
While the month of Elul is dedicated to preparation and the 

beloved covenant between G-d and the Jewish People…we have 
taken the meaning to heart. Like the Pep Squad prior to the 
football game, we cheer for a successful team. And like Moses, 
we prepare for what awaits us. The challenges on both ends are 
unknown but we push forward. As Jonathan Woocher stated, “…
a worthy link in an eternal chain of Torah.” A truly worthy link! 

Shanah Tovah-may health and kindness find you in 5781. 
HARS Dates and More on Page 21 
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President’s Thoughts 
By Markus Eisenbach  

 

This month will see the beginning of the new Jewish year 5781, which we will celebrate with Rosh 
Hashanah on September 19-20. While this year’s High Holy days will be very different from all other years, 
it remains a time for reflection. One year ago I wrote about reflections on personal deeds and how they can 
impact the world and individuals. This year, we can consider the responsibility of a community. The confes-
sional prayers on Yom Kippur make this abundantly clear. Both the Ashamnu and Al Chet prayers are formu-
lated in the plural “We”, not as individual “I”, and the comprehensive list is said by the whole congregation. 
The message is clear – while actions are performed by individuals, it is the society as a whole that sets the 
environment that encourages or discourages these actions. But society is formed from individuals and they need to be recognized 
as such. Thus we should try to see how our individual actions have wider impact and advance the common good. 

Indeed, the current pandemic has led us to a greater appreciation of community. I am still amazed how we have been able to 
adapt to electronic means for our meetings and services. While I want to be able to meet everyone again in person as soon as  
possible and to enjoy sitting together after services, the current need for social distancing has inspired reflections on new  
opportunities to update our worship experience.  

This Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur you will see some of these changes. As we will not be able to congregate within our 
sanctuary, we will be streaming services to your homes from the synagogue. Please look for details and links on our website at 
heskaamuna.org and further communication from us. While this change was necessitated by the present situation, due to  
generous donations, we have acquired the hardware for video streaming from Heska Amuna and we are exploring how we can 
expand the reach of our worship experience once we can pray again in person in our synagogue building. I hope that we will be 
able to bring Heska Amuna to those who are not able to join us in person, whether they might be house bound for health reasons 
or because they are too far from us in East Tennessee to join us on a regular basis.  

The second change you will notice is that we have decided to adopt a new Machzor for our High Holy Day services.  
The immediate need for this was driven by the desire to have a prayer book that can both be used in physical book form as well 
as in an electronic version. So this year we will be using the Machzor Lev Shalem which was published a few years ago by  
the Rabbinical Assembly and which enriches the text of the Machzor with updated translation, insightful commentaries and  
beautiful typography. We will be distributing loaner copies of this Machzor to all our member households and we hope that this 
Machzor will enable a refreshed opportunity to contemplate the holidays as we will have to experience them from the safety of 
our homes. 

With this I am looking forward to 5781 with the hope that it will be a more normal year and that we can gather again in the 
synagogue. 

Shanah tovah umetukah! 
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High Holy Days Service Schedule 

Heska Amuna Synagogue -- 5781/2020 
 

Please note that all services except Erev Rosh Hashanah and the Shofar Service are virtual and streamed from our  
sanctuary. Please find the links in the Nu News email and at heskaamuna.org. Information on Sukkot and Simchat Torah 
will follow in October Ha’Kol. For more information contact the office at admin@heskaamuna.org or 865-522-0701.  
 

Selichot 
Saturday, September 12, 8:15 p.m.  
  Prayer and reflection, including a talk by Ted Besmann. Continuing beautiful online worship is being offered that evening   
  through the Conservative Movement: https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/story/selihot-night-live  

Jonah, The Not for Prophet 
Sunday, September 13, 11:00 a.m. 
  A dramatization of Jonah’s story by Mark Littmann, via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2272006912 
  Meeting ID: 227 200 6912. 

Rosh Hashanah 
Erev Rosh Hashanah   Friday, September 18 
  6:00 p.m.   Outdoor service with social distancing. Location will be provided upon registration, through the office. 

Rosh Hashanah Day One   Saturday, September 19 
  9:30-10:15 a.m.   Junior Congregation 
  10:00 a.m.   Main Services 
  Noon   Teen Discussion 

Rosh Hashanah Day Two   Sunday, September 20  
  10:00 a.m. Main Services 
 

Shofar Service 
Sunday, September 20 
  4:00 p.m. Outdoor service in the Heska Amuna parking lot to ensure safe distancing. As  we have limited space,  
  registration is requested;  there may be two services, depending on registration. Please look for further instructions. 
  * We will not have a community Tashlich service. Please visit our website for material to help with your private  
  observance of Tashlich. 
 

Kol Nidre 
Sunday, September 27, 6:30 p.m. 

Yom Kippur 
Monday, September 28 
  9:30-10:15 a.m.   Junior Congregation 
  9:30 a.m.   Morning Services 
      * Josh Gettinger will share his thoughts in a teaching session following  morning services. 
  Noon   Teen Discussion 
  5:45 p.m.     Mincha and Neila 

 

Information on Sukkot and Simchat Torah will follow in next Ha’Kol. 
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Women’s League 
Honoring the Past, Living in the Present, and 
Preparing for the Future: Challenge Issued,  
Accepted, and EXTENDED TO YOU! 
By Rosalie Nagler and Anna Iroff-Bailey, Co-Presidents 
 

At the installation for our new Heska Amuna Women’s 
League Board, Barb Levin challenged our new board to be as 
brave, flexible, innovative, and open as the Israelites in parshat 
Mattot-Mas’ei. As Barb taught us:  

 

“The Israelites gathered on the far side of the Jor-
dan ready to enter the land after 40 years of wan-
dering. Women’s League, both locally and national-
ly, stands at a similar place…ready to move to a 
new position to meet the growing needs of Con-
servative Jewish women here in Knoxville and be-
yond.  
The parshah ends with resolution of a claim for so-
cial justice. The daughters of Zelophchad had 
stepped forward during the previous week’s par-
shah to request that since their father died without 
a son, they should receive his portion of land. This 
is a bold move and one that both Moses and God 
respond to positively. In the final paragraphs of 
Numbers, there are some limitations negotiated 
that make this decision possible in the larger con-
text of the community. Torah emphasizes the im-
portance of the daughters, whose names are listed, 
but also the value of tribal integrity. 
What do these words bring to this moment of in-
stallation? Like the Israelites, Women’s League has 
faced many challenges in recent times, and has 
weathered them. Under the name “Sisterhood”, the 
women of Heska Amuna served the congregation 
and themselves well for decades. Recently the 
name was changed from “Sisterhood” to “Women’s 
League” to recognize the changing needs of  
Conservative women in an egalitarian synagogue. A 
new generation brought new concepts, new pro-
grams, and new technology. The first steps, like for 
the daughters of Zelophchad, were speaking out 
and describing their concerns, and then acting upon 
these needs.  
Lisa Jacobson and her capable board have done 
well over the past two years. The programs and 

events have been 
innovative and 
have taken on new 
challenges, like 
social justice and 
climate concerns, 
while continuing to 
support both re-
gional and national 
programming.  
Headed by a team of co-presidents, Anna Iroff-
Bailey and Rosalie Nagler, this board represents a 
change in the way leadership will move in the fu-
ture. The concept of co-presidents features two 
individuals sharing responsibilities, each with two-
year terms that will flow so that there is always a 
new co-president each year. Rosalie will be leaving 
her role after one year, and Anna will be joined by a 
new individual who will continue when Anna re-
tires in two years. This continuity will assure a 
smoother function of the organization.  
Today I am here to challenge these women and this 
board to move into a new decade with boldness. 
Like the daughters of Zelophchad, be clear about 
your needs, request changes and work with others 
to achieve them. I challenge the members of this 
board with the future of Women’s League, and in-
stall you to your new roles. 
Rosalie and Anna: I now call upon you to lead 
Heska Amuna’s Women’s League toward new goals. 
You bring so much to this new challenge – experi-
ence and insight as well as innovation and a healthy 
bit of skepticism and disrespect for the status quo. I 
know that even you two don’t have a clear idea 
where these particular wanderings may lead….but 
the goal is a land filled with promise, a Land flow-
ing with milk and honey.” 
 

Barb, the Women’s League Board accepts your challenge to 
move us forward into this next decade. AND we extend the 
same challenge to the women in our chapter and the whole 
congregation. What do we as women need and expect for our-
selves from this community? What and how can we as women 
give of ourselves to this community? What does “milk and hon-
ey” mean to us? How can we speak up and show up to make 
sure we get there? 

Iroff-Bailey Nagler 
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Bar Mitzvah During Quarantine 
Joshua Scott’s Bar Mitzvah Online, June 13, 2020 
 

Joshua Scott: 
I would rather have had the service in the actual synagogue to see and hear all the 

congregants in the sanctuary. Not having the Torah in our backyard made it impossi-
ble to pass the Torah down the generations, though we did have a processional and 
recessional around our decorated maple tree. 

There was no community lunch held afterwards, and I unfortunately did not get to 
be bombarded with candy by an entire congregation - a few small morsels were lazily 
tossed in my general direction by members of my immediate family. 

However, since it was held online, many people that could not otherwise come 
were magically there. The service being online also allowed it to be held outside which 
was very nice and I got to hear my old nemesis-friend Blackberry the Rooster crow 
and have a quartet of cute chicks nearby. 

The only big change was dealing with all the computer stuff: Where should we put 
the laptop? Which camera angle is best? How will people hear (Answer: external mi-
crophone)? Fear of rooster attacks aside, I am mostly happy with how everything 
eventually ended up turning out in the end (and beyond, forever, into the future). 
 

Serina Scott: 
Switching to an online Bar Mitzvah had its challenges. As the youngest of three, 

Josh had been looking forward to the event for many years, so it took some effort for 
us to imagine it differently. 

Josh had learned everything for the service really well. The challenge for us as a 
family was that we were Josh’s focus for the congregational parts of the service, so we 
wanted to know it as well as Josh knew his parts. I like that we learned the service so 
well.  

We had a wonderful team of support in Rabbi Alon Ferency, Michael Burnett, and 
Shush Carson. Rabbi suggested we have three Aliyahs, with Josh’s older brothers, 
Thomas and Zach, reading before him. It was really beautiful to me, especially as we 
didn’t get to pass the Torah down through generations. The three boys are all the 
same generation, but it still gave the feeling of passing something down.  

There was still a lot of planning to be done to design and research for the evites, make choices for the service, plan all  
the technology issues, and I did all the cooking, of course. I made a big meal so it would feel like a Kiddush spread. Almost a year 
ago, Josh decided to sew his own suit for his bar mitzvah. 

We were incredibly lucky that the weather was unusually cool and clear, perfect for an outdoor Shabbat. We had a wonderful 
group of family, friends, and congregants online and a lot of positive feedback about the event. Afterward we celebrated with 
Josh’s favorite lasagna, salad, veggies, watermelon, and cake with raspberries and fudge. 

When the time is right, Josh wants to have an encore in person to read his Haftorah again. Then we can pass the Torah down, 
share a meal, and people can see in person the suit he sewed by hand. 

This Is Your One Stop Shop for the 5781 High Holiday Information and Fun! 
 

We have created a High Holiday Symbaloo, which enables adults 

and youth alike to connect to videos, articles, activities (and a few 

surprises!) during this High Holiday season. Whether you need a 

refresher on Tashlich or want to quiz yourself on the Rosh  

Hashanah terminology, our High Holiday Symbaloo is for you!  

Visit our website www.HeskaAmuna.org or contact the office at 

865-522-0701 or email admin@heskaamuna.org. 
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Yamim Nora’im (Days of Awe) in 2020, Knoxville Tennessee 
By Josh Gettinger, Madisonville, TN, USA, North America, Planet Earth 
August 7, 2020 / 17 Av, 5780 
 

I felt compelled to set down my personal feelings about the holiday service this year. These are truly 
“Days of Awe/Terror,” and we need comfort, hope, places for quiet introspection, and inspiration – more 
than the usual. I like to remember that we are the people who taught the Western world how to dialogue 
with God, and would call on us to summon up our most creative impulses, balancing as always the multi-
millennial tradition with present day needs.  

In my lifetime, conservative prayer books have tinkered with the traditional texts, but it is worth noting that all the contem-
porary changes combined have not touched the essence of the service – at its heart, ours is a liturgy of Exile, largely laid down at 
a time when Israel needed to reimagine worship under the forced termination of the sacrificial service that we had practiced for 
about 1500 years. I do not consider the Temple service to have been primitive, barbaric and brutal. It was the expression of a 
“modern religion, legislating for justice between persons and persons, between God and His people, and between people and 
animals” [Mary Douglas, Leviticus as Literature]. Like the agrarian age in which it sprang, Temple worship is gone forever. When 
I preserve the request in the Amidah that God accept not only the prayers but also the “fires” of Israel [back this year in our new 
Machzor], I am not imagining we will once again sacrifice goats and bulls, but rather I am yearning for a form of worship that 
partakes of the old intensity of feeling, of the sense of bringing a portion of one’s self to the experience. 

Back to the present moment: this is a time like no other in history, with a plague sweeping the world more rapidly than ever 
before possible, because of the rapidity with which we traverse the globe. Worldwide communications are now instant; cultures 
isolated from each other now inform one another. There is actually a World Health Organization, and countries everywhere on 
Earth recognize that only international collaboration can see us through to a better place of safety. Humans adapt. Periods of 
widespread calamity bring destruction and tragedy, but also leave blessings in their wake. The Great Depression also brought 
Social Security and the Blue Ridge Parkway. WWII left Great Britain with the National Health Service. COVID has been deadly, 
but has also led to the sudden widespread use of telehealth and zooming, which had only limited application previously. It is a 
changed world, and a different time. How should the High Holiday services be conducted this year? 

One thing is clear to me – different synagogues will come up with different strategies and plans. I will leave my specific sug-
gestions to the already developing email chains in my spiritual homes, and will bow to the wisdom of the collective [hey, I 
thought we started preparing for RH after rosh chodesh Elul]. My fondest hope is for: 

• Balance 
Tradition and Creativity 
Rabbinic leadership and Collective wisdom 
Ancient forms and Contemporary meaning 
Learning and Openness 
Respect for each other’s opinions and feelings 
Understanding that we are still seeking, that our forms are evolving 

• A sense of playful urgency about our task this year, and how it relates to our mission of “being a blessing to all the families 
   of the earth.” 

We won’t hit the right balance every time. But every now and again, we can hit it just right, and can feel the spiritual high 
that gets us through another period of time. 

Shanah tovah u’metukah lechulam. 

Jonah, The Not For Prophet 
A Play by Mark Littmann  

 

The book of Jonah is read on Yom Kippur.  Jonah’s story is fantastical 
and thrilling.  Heska Amuna will be presenting a dramatization of Jonah’s 
story by Mark Littmann via a Zoom on Sunday, September 13 at  
11:00 a.m. The link and details will be available on our website 
www.HeskaAmuna.org or contact the office at 865-522-0701 or ad-
min@heskaamuna.org.  

Jonah is the funniest book in the Bible.  Here is a human being who is 
ordered by God to go on a mission – and who runs away.  He constantly 
resists God’s commands, even after he is swallowed by a great fish.  And 
yet the Jews who compiled the Bible decided that the Jonah story should be included – and should be part of 
the section of the Bible called The Prophets. Jonah is certainly the strangest of prophets yet is the prophet 
who is most like us. 



 

Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 
rabbi.ferency@heskaamuna.org 
 

Chair of the Board 
Jeff Becker 
hachair@heskaamuna.org 
 

President 
Markus Eisenbach 
hapresident@heskaamuna.org 
 

Education Director 
Shuli Mesa 
education@heskaamuna.org 
 

Operations & Administration  
Director 
Beverly Wilcox 
admin@heskaamuna.org 

 

Women’s League Co-Presidents 
Anna Iroff-Bailey & Rosalie Nagler 
WomensLeague@heskaamuna.org 

 

Heska Amuna Synagogue 
info@heskaamuna.org 
 
 
 

Permanent Schedule 
Friday Night Services..............…...Varies  
Saturday Morning Service…...9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Minyan............................9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Minyan...................6:30 p.m. 
Mon. & Thurs. Minyanim…..…7:00 a.m.  

 
Minyanim for members  

can be arranged by contacting the  
President one week before. 

 
 
 
 

For a list of Heska Amuna’s  
services, events, and information,  

please visit  
www.heskaamuna.org 

 

(865) 522-0701 
 
 
 
 

Heska Amuna Synagogue  
is an affiliate of  

The United Synagogue  
of Conservative Judaism. 

Contributions by Caring People 
Donations received through July21, 2020 

Cemetery Fund 
Heska Amuna Women’s League 
 

General Fund 
Anonymous 
Jan Bishop 
To thank those who remembered  

  her brother Ronald Rosenblatt 
Alice Farkas 
In memory of Bryan Merrell 
Evelyn Silvey 
In memory of Joan Sitver 
Barbara & Bernie Bernstein 
Scott & Ann Liberman 
In appreciation for hosting the   

  Mindfulness class on Zoom 
Judy Barnette 
 

Mindy Goldberg Yahrzeit Plaque 
In memory of Tanis Smith & Carol  

  Arsenault 
Dahlia Smith 
 

Bryan Merrell Bar Mitzvah Plaque 
Ruth Goldhar 
Shuli & Gabe Mesa 
Lisa & Jeffrey Jacobson 
Jenny & David Wood 
Serina & Jeffry Scott 
Laura & Frank Floyd 
 

HARS Heroes 
In appreciation of the thoughtfulness of 
the Heska Amuna Education  
Committee 

Mary Ann Merrell 
 

Outdoor Beautification Fund 
In appreciation of Marilyn Burnett  

  & Pat Rosenberg 
Mary Ann Merrell 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In honor of Kim & Tori Ault  
Alice Farkas 
Theresa & Jack Love 
Peggy & Mark Littmann 
In honor of the 10

th
 anniversary of 

Rabbi & his family being at Heska 
Amuna 
The Di Salvo-Tinley Family 

 
Library Fund 

In memory of Edward Mottsman 
Susette & Raphe Panitz 

 
Yahrzeit 

In memory of Israel Dyller 
Marilyn & Howard Pollio 
In memory of Marshall Stern 
Mark Harris 
In memory of Marilyn Cornez 
Linda Kutsubos 
In memory of Leonard Miller 
Elene Miller 
In memory of Eva Slovis 
Marilyn Presser 
In memory of Mary Kutsubos 
Linda Kutsubos 
In memory of Mary Corkland,  
Gert Weinstein, & Rebecca Mazur 
Jill & Douglas Weinstein 
In memory of Siegfried Besmann, 
Greta Besmann, & Evelyn Lowe 
Ted & Wendy Besmann 
In memory of Isaac Benhayon 
Judith & Jack Benhayon 
In memory of Lewis Littmann 
Peggy & Mark Littmann 
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High Holidays in Interesting Times 
By Markus Eisenbach, President 
 

 Rosh Hashanah this year will begin on the evening of September 18 and Yom Kippur 
will begin with Kol Nidre on September 27. Please be assured that we will provide  
opportunities to celebrate the holidays with us. While we will not be able to welcome 
you in person into our physical sanctuary at Heska Amuna, we will bring the synagogue 
to you. The Board and the R&RS committee have a task force to set up technology to 
stream services from the sanctuary to our website – no need to log into a Zoom account 
or to install additional software.  
 We are working on providing you the High Holiday experience at Heska Amuna that 
is as complete as these interesting times allow, while adapting our liturgy to the re-
quirements of a streamed service. We are looking forward to celebrating Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur with everyone while protecting the health of our community. 
Please look for further information and a schedule of our services in the next issue of 
Ha’Kol, on the Heska Amuna website, and in further communication from the syna-
gogue. 



Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds 
A Supporting Organization of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee  

Foundation to preserve and strengthen the Jewish Community of Knoxville 

Donor Recognition Vital to Spur Growth in Giving 
 

Last month we spoke about Maimonides’ ladder of giving and 
previously we have talked about immortality through perpetual funds. 
Another important concept in philanthropy is donor recognition. 
Donor recognition is not meant to be a temporary vanity plate like you 
would see on the back of a sports car. It’s meant to be a thank you, a 
seal of approval, and a message of encouragement. “Thank you” sounds 
easy, but how often is it done and done correctly? Each month, KJCFF 
thanks its donors at the bottom right of this page. It is expected and 
appreciated, as well it should be. When a grant is made from a fund, we 
expect the beneficiary to recognize the fund. It isn’t just for 
appreciation, but it is for a realization that the fund advisors respect 
and admire the work the beneficiary is doing in the community. This 
“good housekeeping seal of approval” is not to be taken lightly. Finally, 
donors are recognized so that others may be encouraged to have their 
own opportunity for appreciation (remember the phrase competitive 
and contagious?). This is why we name funds in honor of lead donors 
who take the initiative to endow good ideas and valuable action. 
Want to be recognized? Contact Stephen or Laura so we can start 
talking about how to thank you. 

KNOXVILLE JEWISH COMMUNITY FAMILY OF FUNDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 

Stephen Rosen, President; Jacki Imbrey, Secretary/Treasurer; Abraham Brietstein, Past President; Jeff Becker; Bernard  
Bernstein; Arnold Cohen; Robert Goodfriend; Scott Hahn, Richard Jacobstein; Rosalie Nagler; Jenifer Ohriner; Howard Pollock; 

Pace Robinson; Bernard Rosenblatt., Laura Berry, Administrative Director 
 
 

The KJCFF encourages you to help insure the healthy future of our Knoxville Jewish community  
by including a commitment to the KJCFF in your financial and estate planning. 

 

To learn more about KJCFF philanthropic opportunities, call 690-6343 or visit www.jewishknoxville.org/kjcff 

Knoxville Jewish Community Needs to Endow  
KJA’s Israel Partnership P2G Program 
 

For the last 20 years, Knoxville and a group of southeastern cities have 
been linked with Hadeira-Eiron, Israel. It is sort of a sister-city program, 
but the exchanges and relationships are much deeper. Camp Tikkun Olam, 
the summer exchange program for 15-year-olds, came out of this partner-
ship that was originally named P2K. Now P2G (Partnership Together), past 
events included educational and medical professional exchanges and even 
a firefighter program that involved the City of Knoxville.  
The next focus will be on young adult leadership development. It seems 
like every year there is a scramble for funding. Luckily, in 2020, KJCFF  
donor advised funds stepped up to the plate quickly to make scholarship 
commitments only to see COVID-19 halt the effort. But what if we had a  
permanent fund to make this idea a concrete reality every year? $25,000-
50,000 should be a good start, but there is no limit in this project area. 
If you would like to form a bond with P2G, please contact Stephen or Laura. 

KJCFF Funds of the Month:  
Abe and Milton Collins Funds  
 

The Abe Collins Fund and the Milton Collins Fund were 
created years ago to support the programming of the 
Arnstein Jewish Community Center. Both endowments 
were funded by members of our community out of 
appreciation for the Collins’ brothers’ life-time support 
of and love for the AJCC. The funds have about $30,000 
each in principal and make annual grants to KJA. The 
grants are typically about $1,000 per year based on the 
KJCFF spending rate. We have all benefitted over the 
years as these funds have helped subsidize speakers, 
performances, dinners, art shows and cultural events of 
all types. The KJA does a great job of recognizing the 
funds’ support. You can almost feel like Abe and Milton 
are there in spirit and enjoying all the fun. Feel free to 
make a donation to these funds to help perpetuate their 
work. 

How to Request JFS Assistance 
 

Usually we use this space to define a charitable term, 
but we wanted to explain how to ask for assistance 
from Jewish Family Services.  
All inquiries are confidential. If you find yourself in 
need of emergency financial assistance for things such 
as rent or utilities, please contact JFS Director Laura  
Berry, at LBerry@jewishknoxville.org or  
(865) 690-6343 ext. 18 to schedule an appointment. 
Jewish Family Services, a program of the Knoxville 
Jewish Alliance, is partially supported by KJCFF’s  
Jewish Family Service Fund. 

Donations 
 

Mark and Carol Harris Family Fund 

 Kevin Harris 
 

Bradley Sturm Memorial Fund 

 David and Joyce Beerman 



 

President’s Message 
By Hilary  Shreter, JCOR President 
 

All around the world, you can find 
members and former members of the 
Jewish Congregation of Oak Ridge, as 
well as their children who taught or at-
tended our Hebrew school, or attended 
our many holiday observances with their 
parents. We love keeping in touch with 
these old friends and newer friends.    

As we have done for many years,  JCOR collects family New 
Year’s greetings to send out to members and greeting contribu-
tors.  This is an important fundraiser for JCOR operations and a 
community builder for everyone.  If you are a member, you 
should have received a New Year’s Greeting form in your email 
or mail.  If you are not a member, please contact me at 
hshreter@gmail.com or (865) 457-7549 and we’ll discuss your 
greeting. The New Year Greetings will be published in the  
JCOR E-News. Meantime, Shana Tovah to all of you!   

Bruce Tomkins, Ritual Chair 

Meet Your JCOR Board Members 

Miguel Reyes, Facilities Becky Charles, Sisterhood 

(Not pictured: Elena Bamberger) 

Virtual Education at JCOR 
 

 Hebrew lessons on Sunday afternoons  
with Anna Iroff-Bailey for Hebrew Aleph at  
2:00 p.m. and Hebrew Bet at 3:00 p.m. 

 

 Conversational Hebrew on Thursday  
mornings at 11:30 a.m. The source material 
is Jerusalem Post Ivrit. It is for all levels of 
conversation 
and participants 
should be able 
to read Hebrew. 

 

Send an email to 
events@jcor.info 
to get more  
information 

High Holy Day Services schedule is available in the JCOR E-News.  
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JEWISH CONGREGATION  
OF OAK RIDGE 

 

• Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky—vicrash@yahoo.com 

• Hilary Shreter, President—hshreter@gmail.com 

• Becky Charles, Sisterhood President—gchar2@aol.com 
 
 

 
101 W. Madison Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
(Mail)  P.O. Box 5434, Oak Ridge, TN 37831 

 

Saturday morning services are virtual on every other  
Saturday at 10:00 a.m. For more information, contact  
Rabbi Rashkovsky at vicrash@yahoo.com . 

www.jcortn.org 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JewishOakRidge/  

To receive JCOR E-News, send your email request to events@jcor.info. 

JCOR Gets Beautiful Torah Mantles 
 

Geri Forkner recently completed the complex process of  
refurbishing the Torah mantles and ark curtain she created almost 30 
years ago in collaboration with artist and friend of JCOR, the late Carol 
Minarick.  Geri and JCOR member Albert Good are daughter and son of 
the late Sam Good, who created the architectural design of our original 
building, which was subsequently built by congregation members in the 
1950s.  Sam was also the brother of Ruth Carey and brother-in-law of 
her husband Milton, both of whom many of you will remember as 

founding, life-long, and beloved 
members of our congregation.    
Included are photographs showing 
the construction of the original 
building by members of the young 
congregation, including Ruth and 
Milton Carey, and of the  Torah 
mantles and ark curtain, which are 
dedicated in memory of Sam. 

Virtual Sisterhood FRIDAY NIGHT SHABBAT 
Every Other Friday Night 

 

Contact Penny Lukin at plukin@comcast.net or 865-671-0780 for more information. 

JCOR partners with ORUUC 
to feed the hungry! 
 

Monthly "stone soup" meal and food 
baskets on the last Friday of every 
month at ORUUC. Please make your 
check payable to ORUUC and send to 
Ronnie Bogard. 

HAPPY  
ROSH HASHANAH 
 

The Jewish Congregation of  
Oak Ridge sends everyone 
good wishes for the New 
Year.  
We hope that it will be filled 
with hope and happiness 
and good health.  May we all 
be surrounded with love and 
peace. L’Shanah Tovah. 



  ב"ה

A dedicated team 
of creative wom-
en are hard at 
work  
re-envisioning 
this year's Chal-
lah Bake to find a 
safe way to cele-
brate this year. 
 

A two track event 
with an outdoor 
social distanced 
tailgate style  
Challah Bake and 
an option to zoom 
in from the com-
fort of your kitch-
en. All partici-
pants will receive 
a kit with all in-
gredients, an 
apron and other 
Challah Bake 
swag.  
 
To join the  
creative team or 
get more  
information, 
please contact  
Miriam Esther at 
me@kjds.org. 
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September 5 
Wolf Brody ♦ Adrian Burnett ♦ Daniel Goodman ♦ Hannah Nius ♦ Anna Belle O'Brien ♦ Louis Perelman  
♦ Betty Presser ♦ Freda Samet ♦ Bea Schwartz ♦ Abraham Silber ♦ Louis Slovis ♦ Robert Zalkin 
 

September 12 
Louise Anderson ♦ Irwin Bendes ♦ Decia Bendriem ♦ Sarah Billig ♦ Mark Blumenthal ♦ Molly Cohen ♦ Harry Davis ♦ 
Abraham Drutz ♦ Sally Dyller ♦ Walter Farkas ♦ Erwin Herz ♦ Sophie Merlin ♦ Barbara Moody ♦ Esther Perlberg ♦  
A. Stanley Robinson ♦ Freda Robinson ♦ Leah Schiff 
 

September 19 
Louis Billig ♦ Hinda Farbowitz ♦ Chaya Farbowitz ♦ Oscar Glazer ♦ Esther Goldman ♦ Jennye Grusin ♦ Fred Millen ♦ 
Sylvia Robinson ♦ Martha Schwartz ♦ Isadore Schwarzbart ♦ Mazal Shloush ♦ B. J. Thorp ♦ Gertrude Weinstein 
 

September 26 
Esther Abrams ♦ William Coe ♦ Max Diamond ♦ Ida Dwork ♦ Emily Eads ♦ Harry Glasman ♦ Sylvia Greenberg ♦  
Jeanette Jacobowitz ♦ Morton Jacobson ♦ Marie Klinkowstein ♦ Phyllis Levine ♦ Rebecca Mazur ♦ Sarah Millen ♦ 
Fannie Richer ♦ Evelyn Schwab ♦ Adeline Shersky ♦ Louis Slabosky ♦ Louis Winick 

September 4 
Hermina Beiler ♦ Ida Bing ♦ Zelmore H. Brody♦ Beatrice Bush♦ Ida Chandler ♦ Mellitta Sommerfreund Colland ♦  
Rudy Crohn ♦ Frances Guthman ♦ Meyer Kreisberg ♦ Jeanne Rockmaker ♦ Emanuel Samuel ♦ Khasya Shaposknikova 
♦ Tom Theriot ♦ Ernest Wohl 
 

September 11 
Jane Allen ♦ Bertha Brunschwig Bollag ♦ Arthur Copcutt ♦ Harry Davis ♦ Arthur Feinbaum ♦ Ada Garber ♦  
Seymour Gerson ♦ Julius Alfred Goodfriend ♦ Helen Koffman ♦ Martin J Krakauer ♦ Lawrence Leitson ♦ Elaine Lewis 
Jacob Margolies ♦ Renee Samuel Oury ♦ Martin Plachter ♦ Marilyn Rabin ♦ Max M. Reich ♦ Frida Miriam Ribak ♦ 
Emanuel Schenkel ♦ Israel Weiss ♦ Maurice Zauber 
 

September 18 
Ida L Banov ♦ Sylvia Butler ♦ Max W. Derby ♦ Morris Goodfriend ♦ Lillian Herzfeld ♦ Rose Kreisler ♦ Stanley E. Levy ♦ 
Sara Pasternak ♦ Steve Reader ♦ Linda J. Scheiner ♦ Celia Stein ♦ Edwin R. Stein ♦ Igor Tabakman ♦  
Peter B. Wertheim 
 

September 25 
Robert Nathan Austin ♦ Evan Dean Brody ♦ Lauren Fine ♦ Samuel L. Gassel ♦ Adolph Gelber ♦ Kennard Gross  
♦ Julia Herrmann ♦ Max Herzfeld ♦ Shirley Schaffer ♦ Irving Shey ♦ Sidney Tumpson 
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We thank 

each one of 

you for your 

support. 

We know  

we made  

Barbara 

Proud. 
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Buy a Tree or Water Certificate  
and Perform a Double Mitzvah! 
 

What better way to celebrate a birthday 
or special occasion than by purchasing a 
certificate to plant a tree in Israel?  
One Tree  $18 or  
Ten Trees  $150  (Circle of Trees)  
 

You may 
designate a 
name for 
certificates in 
memory of 
someone, 
sending get 
well wishes, 
honor a 
birthday, 
anniversary, 
birth, 
marriage, 
engagement or simply support Israel’s 
reforestation and water purification 
projects. 

 
Contact Joyce York at 

joyceyork12@gmail.com today! 

Zooming Through Board Meetings 
During a Pandemic 
 

Hadassah Knoxville members support one  
another and continue to advocate for Hadassah’s 
missions through meetings and book club gather-
ings. Using Zoom, a video conferencing app that 
allows us to meet virtually. 
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Wishes all of you A Happy and Sweet New Year  
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Knoxville Chapter  
of Hadassah 

 

Executive Board 
 

Andrea Cone President 
     hadassahknoxvilleac@gmail.com 
Laura Floyd  Treasurer 
      floydfam@knology.net 
Shuli Mesa  V.P. Programming 
      shulime@gmail.com 
Revital Ganzi V.P. Education 
      revitalganzi@gmail.com 
Harriet Glasman   Recording Secretary 
       harrietglasman@gmail.com 
Mary Ann Merrell Corresponding Secretary 
      mamerrell@yahoo.com 
Laura Floyd  Advisor 
      floydfam@knology.net 
 

General Board 
Arrangements    Debra Ellis 
Book Club & JNF Program     Peggy Littmann 
Bulletin/Ha’Kol    Harriet Glasman 
Condolence Cards   Betty Golub 
Directory Bookkeeper Laura Floyd 
Directory Chair    Jill Weinstein  
EVOLVE SPARK   Abby Kaplan 
Greeting Cards    vacant 
Historian/Yearbook  Jenny Pfeffer 
HMO Luncheon    vacant 
HUB Advisor     Bonnie Boring 
JNF Tree & Water Certificates    Joyce York 
Large Certificates   Mary Ann Merrell 
Layettes      Batya Boxt 
Leadership Development  Mary Linda   

            Schwarzbart 
Membership     Nancy Britcher 
Parliamentarian   Marian Jay 
PRAZE       Harriet Cooper 
Records Administrator Barbara Mintz  
Sunshine Correspondence Betty Golub 
Social Media     Jean Begue 
Youth Aliyah     Mary Evars-Goan 

 
 
 
 

 
Hadassah Book Club News 
 

All Jewish women of the greater Knoxville area  
(and friends) are welcome to join us 

 
 We hope to connect with many of you for our 
Tuesday, September 15 Hadassah Book Club meeting. 
We will most likely continue using Zoom. We look 
forward to when we can safely meet again at Barnes 
and Noble Book Store on Kingston Pike. We will discuss 
 All Adults Here by Emma Straub. We will begin at  
7:30 p.m. Zoom codes and identification numbers will 
be shared at a later time. 
 This book is a warm, funny, and keenly perceptive 
novel about the life cycle of one family--as the kids 
become parents, grandchildren become teenagers, and 
a matriarch confronts the legacy of her mistakes. When Astrid Strick 
witnesses a school bus accident in the center of town, it jostles loose a 
repressed memory from her young parenting days decades earlier. Suddenly, 
Astrid realizes she was not quite the parent she thought she'd been to her 
three, now-grown children.  
 In All Adults Here, Emma Straub's unique alchemy of wisdom, humor, and 
insight come together in a deeply satisfying story about adult siblings, aging 
parents, high school boyfriends, middle school mean girls, the lifelong effects 
of birth order, and all the other things that follow us into adulthood, whether 
we like them to or not.  
 October 20 Book:  The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate. 

 

Questions? Please check the Hadassah webpage at  
https://jewishknoxville.org/hadassah or contact  

Barbara Mintz  at barbara@bmintz.com or (865) 363-4149 
 

An RSVP is helpful as we continue to use Zoom. 

Celebrate Motherhood with a Hadassah Layette 
By Batya Boxt 
 

 Hadassah sends layettes to women who have a new  
baby or grandbaby. A layette is a card from of all us  
congratulating them on the new baby! 
 When I receive information about a future Hadassah 
member’s arrival, I will email all of you. If you are interest-
ed in having your name included on the layette, please 
email me back and let me know.   
 If you don’t have a layette account, please send me a check to set that 
up. I’d recommend $25 to start. If you need to replenish your account, please 
send that check to me as well. So that my address isn’t distributed publicly, 
please email me to request my address. Let me know how much money you’d 
like to donate to the layette and I’ll deduct that amount from your layette 
account.  When the account is low (around $5), I’ll email you so you  
can refill it. Please contact me at batyaboxt@gmail.com .  
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Teachers ‘Gonna’ Teach LEARN! 
 

This summer our teachers embarked on several in depth 
professional development courses. While every summer is a 
time to reflect and grow, this summer was particularly  
insightful.  

The entire staff attended a virtual intensive Mathology  
conference focused on the connections of “Why” and “How.” 
KJDS uses the Singapore Math curriculum that uses a three step 
learning model, moving from the concrete, to pictorial and 
eventually abstract problem solving. Students are met where 
they are in each of our math classes and this training gave our 
teachers the tools to facilitate student learning. 

The Hebrew staff (Miriam Esther, Morah Dana, and Morah 
Revital) were able to meet virtually for their summer develop-
ment conference. Meeting weekly with the professionals from 
Hebrew at the Center, our teachers have gained knowledge to 
prepare for another year of guiding KJDS students’ linguistic 
acquisition.  

Ms. Julien, our 4th/5th grade teacher attended (virtually) an 
advanced course created by the Responsive Classroom trainers. 
This approach to teaching is a purposeful practice intended to 
create a safe, joyful and engaging classroom and school  
community. KJDS has been using this practice to ensure all of 
students’ social emotional needs alongside their academic 
needs.  

Our staff learned so many techniques in their  
Mathology professional development course. 

KJDS has always focused on the emotional health of our students.  

Our Hebrew team is working to improve our already stellar 
language classes.  
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Leadership in Our Admin Team  
 

Our Innovation Coach, Mrs. Louise, was one of the guest presenters at the NUA conference 
this month.  

"It was an honor to present at The National Urban Alliance for Effective Education's  
Conference: Student Engagement with an Equity Lens. During a time when educators are more 
eager than ever to think about how race and culture impact learning, the conference provided 
not only excellent teaching strategies, but also the opportunity for authentic conversation and 
reflection on how to move education forward with a focus on collaboration, communication,  
creativity, and critical thinking." 

What (Grand)Parents Are Saying 
By Sandy Parker 
 

Ten years ago, my husband and I moved to Knoxville 
to be close to our daughter and her family. We were  
excited to live in the same town so we could be a part of 
their daily lives. When it was time for our granddaugh-
ter, Ellie, to begin school, Jenny included me in the  
decision-making process. We visited many schools but it 
didn’t take long to realize that making this decision 
would be very simple. The Knoxville Jewish Day School 
was welcoming, warm, and followed our philosophical 
approach to education. It was a place of learning, filled 
with joy, where Ellie was sure to develop a love of  
learning.  

The school community not only embraced Ellie, but 
as grandparents Steve and I were welcomed as well. We 
were both asked to join their Special Friends program. It 
enabled us to participate in school life and be a support 
to other students who might not have grandparents lo-
cally. We saw first-hand the joy that filled the school and 
the quality of the education that was provided. After a 
few years and the addition of our grandson, Max, as a 
student to the school, I was asked to join the board of 
directors. Delighted to do so, I joined, and have been on 
the board for 5 years.  Being a board member has  
enabled me to help a school that is near and dear to my 
heart, grow and prosper. I thank KJDS for enriching all of 
our lives. 

Sandy with Max and Ellie. We are incredibly lucky to have 
Sandy and Steve as part of our KJDS community.  

Where Are They Now 
Alumni Update: Samantha Abrams-Cohen 
 

Samantha Abrams-Cohen, a KJDS alumnus, is beginning her  
sophomore year at Hardin Valley Academy. She is a stellar student, 
she loves animals and volunteering in her community, and her  
Jewish identity is strong. 

During middle school, Samantha was enrolled in all honors 
classes and was inducted into the National Junior Honor Society. 
She auditioned and was accepted into the Vocal Ensemble and she 
was a member of the Gratitude Group. As a member of the Grati-
tude Group, Samantha welcomed and mentored younger students 
and worked on a project to collect items for recently housed home-
less people.  

Samantha has volunteered with Seeds of Abraham, an  
organization that works to bridge gaps and build understanding 
between young people of different faiths through service and  
fellowship. Samantha also began volunteering at the Humane  
Society as a tzedakah 
project for her bat 
mitzvah and has con-
tinued for the past 
three years. She 
loves matching pets 
with new owners, 
conducting orienta-
tions and trainings, 
aiding in the clinic to 
do spays/neuters, as 
well as doing com-
munity outreach, and 
fostering. One of her 
goals is to become a 
veterinarian! 

Samantha con-
tinues to remain in-
volved in Jewish edu-
cation and the Jewish 
community. She 
studied and created a 
unique bat mitzvah 
experience, she attends Heska Amuna Religious School, she tutors 
her cousin in Hebrew, she works at the AJCC, she has visited Israel, 
and of course, she helps at KJDS whenever there is an opportunity. 
Samantha has a strong Jewish identity and as a result has felt confi-
dent about introducing Judaism and holidays to new friends. 

We are so proud of you Samantha! 
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KJDS Staff and Board 
 

Miriam Esther Wilhelm 
Head of School 

Louise Lindsay 
Innovation Coach 

Ann Ely 
Director of Operations 

Jenny Parker Wood 
Director of Admissions 

Brooke Haskins 
Katie Lusk 

K-1st Grade Teachers 

Rebecca Blanchard 
2-3rd Grade Teacher  

Fran Julien 
4-5th Grade Teacher  

Revital Ganzi-Sagiv 
Hebrew Instruction Consultant 

Dana Maman 
Hebrew Teacher 

Julia Stark 
Drama Teacher 

 

Chris Quinn 
PE Coach 

 

Lev Gross Comstock 
Music Teacher 

 

Amy Broady 
Art Teacher 

 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President: Michael Zemel 
Vice President: Ellen Markman 
Treasurer: Odysseus Bostick 
Secretary: Jeff Becker 
Founding Officer: Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm  
 

Nancy Becker, Bernard Bendriem, 
Judy Brietstein, Gina Di Salvo, Rachael 
Oberman Ellis, Gloria Z. Greenfield, 
Maurice Guigui, David Hull, Anna Iroff-
Bailey, Sandy Parker, Judith Rosenberg, 
Susan Silber, Tamara Sturm 

Welcome to our KJDS family! 

We are the McClains! 
 

Dad is Morgan and Mom is Lia. Our sons are Micah, 5, and Max, 3. Morgan is a 
physician originally from Loveland, Colorado, and Lia is a stay at home mom 
from Barranquilla, Colombia. We moved to Knoxville from Johnson City, TN eight 
years ago and have enjoyed making it our home. As a family we enjoy traveling, 
golfing, playing Mario Kart, and playing with remote control cars and airplanes.  

We are so excited to join the KJDS family. We fell in love with the school from 
the moment we did a tour. Not only are we happy that Micah will be going to be 
in a Jewish school but he will also be getting a great education in such a nurturing 
environment. We look forward to making memories at KJDS in the coming years! 
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Support the
KJA Campaign
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 Imbrey & Associates is now

 Jacki S. Imbrey, CLU,ChFC, CFP® RICP®

 Richard M. Imbrey, CLU, ChFC, CFP®

	 David	H.	Jeffries,	CFP®, RICP®

 “Focusing on strategies for
 wealth accumulation and
 retirement income distribution”

1322 Dowell Springs Blvd. • Knoxville, TN 37909

(865) 588-9333
www.WaypointKnoxville.com

Knoxville, Nashville, 
Memphis, Clarkesville and 

Cleveland/Chattanooga

 East Tennessee
 Rooter & Plumbing

HOME OF $35 BACKFLO TESTING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Plumbing/Drain Cleaning
 Back Flo Testing

State License #47637 P.O. Box 52906
Insured & Bonded  Knoxville, TN 37950

(865) 688-0357

Bring Your Event To Life!

Say Cheese! We bring the FUN to you with 
our Magic Mirror Digital Photo Experience!

Great for Bat Mitzvahs, Weddings, 
Proms, Corporate Events, and More!
Personalize your photos with props, 

backdrops, customized
templates, and more!

Call us now at 865-312-1060
for your special party package!

With our NEW state of the art
interactive Magic Mirror
Digital Photo Experience.

www.saycheesephotofun.com

maryvillemonument.com

(865) 983-3192
804 E. Broadway Ave. • Maryville

865-577-7535
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –
6555 Chapman Hwy., Knoxville, TN
www.knoxvillesdentist.com

 865-524-0510 • agc@dmrpclaw.com
 Dunn, MacDonalD & ReynolDs, Pc
 6204 Baum Drive • Knoxville, Tennessee 37919
 www.avvo.com

Tax & Business Planning • Contracts • Real Estate
IRS & State Tax Disputes • Estate Planning • Probate

Conservatorship • Guardianship

Arnold G. Cohen, Attorney at Law

 JUDY TEASLEY
 LUXURY HOMES SPECIALIST
 o 865.694.5904 | c 865.599.9500 | f 865.694.5924
 judy@judyteasley.com | www.judyteasley.com

Each Keller Williams
Office is Independently 
Owned and Operated

I Top 10 in the Southeast Region 2011-2015, 2017
I Keller Williams Presidents Club and Customer Service Award 2016
I Best Individual Real Estate Agents in Tennessee
 per Real Trends 2013-2017
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Serving seniors with extraordinary
non-medical care in Knox, Anderson & 
Roane County since 1997. Call now to 
see how we can help your loved one.

Home Instead Senior Care is locally 
owned & operated by Amy L. Hull

Call to meet with someone
from our team today!

865.523.1300

Leibowitz Law Firm, PLLC
Attorneys at Law

 LAWRENCE P. LEIBOWITZ 
 BRANDON J. TINDELL

TEL (865) 637-1809 • FAX (865) 637-9276
WWW.LEIBOWITZFIRM.COM

608 GAY STREET S.W.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

Dependable Care by
Experienced CAREGiversSM

To learn more visit homeinstead.com
Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise

office is independently owned and operated.

Sign Up For
Summer Camps 

Today!

www.jewishknoxville.org
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507 West Clinch Ave. • Knoxville
(865) 546-2300 • www.bhspc.com

Tax, Accounting and Auditing
Litigation Support • Fraud  

Examinations • Business Valuations

Bible Harris Smith, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants and 

Business Advisors Since 1949

Breast Cancer
Breast Surgery

Call (865) 692-1610
(423) 714-1955

Imelda G. Margulies, FNP
Call 692-1602

BRCA & Lynch

• BRCA & myRisk Panel Testing
• High Risk Breast and Prostate Cancer
   Assessment Especially for Ashkenazi Jews
• Cancer Genetic Risk Assessment

Clinical Genetics
Service

Helping you and your family
reduce your risk

Aaron G. Margulies MD Call us today. 
We are here 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week, 365 days a year.
Broadway - (865) 523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel - (865) 588-8578

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

 Home Financing You Can Count On

Gary Sturm
SR. LOAN OFFICER • BRANCH MANAGER

865-691-8910
gary.sturm@migonline.com
www.sturmhomeloans.com
NMLS #1375205, TN #125405

LANCASTER
LAND

MANAGEMENT
 (865)
 617-1200

865-524-8106
knoxdefense.com

607 Market St., Ste. 1100 Knoxville, TN 37902

CALL FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

Joshua Hedrick 
Knowledgeable, Experienced, 

and Dedicated Defense
With over 80 years of

combined experience, we
offer unmatched legal defense
in trial and appellate courts.

Maria Moshinskaya-Pearse         
Moscow Conservatory & Rice University

20+ Years of Teaching Experience in the U.S.
Adults and Children of 10 and up

FIRST LESSON IS ALWAYS FREE
www.celestialpianostudio.com

celestialpiano@outlook.com
865-591-8783

PIANO
LESSONS

Please call for special attention regarding your real estate needs.

JUDY BRIETSTEIN
CRS, GRI, REALTOR®

865.966.1111 Office
800.235.4236 Toll Free
865.803.7246 Cell
judybrietstein@gmail.com
www.LiveInKnox.com
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The Jewish Community Archives  

of Knoxville and East Tennessee 

6800 Deane Hill Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37919-5943 
www.jewishknoxville.org 

The Way We Were in 2010 
 

Knoxville Jewish Day School Safety Patrol class trip to Washington, DC  

 

 

Send your photos of "The Way We Were" (identifying who, what, when, where) to  
archives@jewishknoxville.org, or contact the archivist at (865) 690-6343. 

Fifth-grade students at KJDS 
on a field trip to Washington: 
Left to Right, front row:  Jenifer 
Ohriner, teacher, students  
Noah Mesa, Ilana Blumenthal, 
Camden Boring 
Back row:  Congressman John 
Duncan, Jr. 
 

Noah, son of Gabe and Shuli 
Mesa of Knoxville, attends 
Rhodes College in Memphis 
and anticipates graduating this 
December. Camden, son of 
Van and Bonnie Boring of the 
Knoxville area, is a student at 
UTK. Ilana is the daughter of 
the late Mark Blumenthal and 
the late Mindy Goldberg. 
 

Thanks to Jenifer Ohriner for 
the contribution of this photo-
graph. 
 


