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A Ludic Spirit

3 Cheshvan-2 Kislev 5780

By Rabbi Alon C. Ferency

I

There are several stages of pleasure, each more enduring:
NSIDE THIS ISSUE
The simplest exists at a material or sensual level which one might call
HAWL Matzo Ball Diaries.2, 5
Happiness. Happiness is the delight of a mint julep while watching a sporting
Chairman’s Remarks....…....3
event. It’s the pleasure of eating a good meal, sharing a romantic evening, or
watching an early Bill Murray movie. Happiness is a non-trivial pleasure, yet it only affects us
Chanukah Brunch.….……....3
on certain limited dimensions, and the feeling doesn’t necessarily persist, nor change us at a
Religious School News..…...4
profound level.
There’s also a level of pleasure one can call Delight. Delight is taking gratitude in the
Lights & L’Chaim Dinner…...5
abundance of goodness all around us: the peel of a child’s laughter; knowledge of a job well
done; the dappled sunlight in a park as the seasons change. Delight is celebrating Thanksgiving
with family. Delight is the sense that things matter and the awareness that good things come to us.
Then, there’s a stage we might call Joy. Real joy comes with the embeddedness in family, faith, and community that Josiah
Royce describes in The Philosophy of Loyalty, and which David Brooks recently elaborated in The Second Mountain. This is the joy
that comes out of living our highest selves, and the joy that comes out of becoming and embodying that which God draws us
toward.
Such joy requires commitments and discipline. As Gabe Spencer said “I do it, because I said I would.” Judaism calls that Simcha
shel Mitzvah, the joy that comes from doing God’s will for us. Oft-times, this can be the joy of doing Jewish: eating a meal that is
healthy and kosher and celebrating Hannukah or Passover in a community. This is the joy – nay, fulfillment – of giving tzedakah,
doing charitable work, burying the dead, and being needed by a community to make a minyan. Joy, like simcha shel mitzvah, is
transcendent, and flourishes throughout our body and nearly beyond our will.
All of these, at least in some capacity or another, require us to maintain our ability to play. Feeling pleasure connects us to the
ludic, or playful element in our spirit. To know happiness, delight, and joy we must maintain the childlike wonder within and
allow it to come out in moments of pleasure. It’s a vulnerable combination of accepting that God and the world do have great
suffering and even
grave evil, while at
the same time
recognizing that the
world has great
goodness and
awesome surprises
in store for us. God
speaks to us through
delightful surprises
and we respond in
gratitude and
acknowledgment. If
we’re fortunate
enough, we can
move with
happiness, delight,
and joy to work and
become
authentically
playful.
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Chairman’s Report
By Jeff Becker, Chair of Board of Trustees
During my two-year term as Board Chair I will strive to enrich the Heska Amuna Community
and to strengthen the connections between Heska Amuna and the other Jewish institutions in
Knoxville. I also plan to reach out to the “Jewish World” to explore initiatives and programs in
other communities that have enriched their Jewish Life. Among important initiatives during my
term will be the establishment of two task forces: The Task Force for the Next Generation and
the Building Task Force. Below I outline goals of these projects:

Task Force for the Next Generation
The Task Force will study programs that other communities have developed to attract
“young” participants. After evaluating these efforts, the task force will consider these efforts
and/or create our own programs and projects that might resonate in Knoxville among friends
and acquaintances and among unaffiliated or otherwise non-participants in Jewish Knoxville.

Jeff Becker

Building Task Force
This Task Force will study and implement improvements for handicapped access, work with the Security Committee to upgrade the building’s security, and perform short-term and long-term assessment of the building and grounds.

Getting to Know Your Board Members
I would like to describe in each of my columns (alternate months of Ha’Kol) two Heska Amuna Board of Trustee members chosen
at random from of our 19 board members. These volunteers give of their time and effort to serve Heska Amuna and the Jewish Community of Knoxville. They deserve our recognition.
Abraham Brietstein:
Born: Brooklyn, New York Raised: Long Island Years in Knoxville: 38
Family: Wife, Judy Brietstein; Daughters, Autumn Katz and Raina Joiner. Grandchildren, Ayla and Aitan Katz,
Chaim, Aviva, Shira, Lev, Shoshana, and Ruth Joiner.
Education: Doctorate in Clinical Psychology from Florida Institute of Technology. Vocation: Clinical Psychologist
Volunteering: President of Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds, Heska Amuna Board Member, HABIT volunteer
Favorite Activities: Cycling, Outdoor Gardening, Travel
Reason for Serving on Heska Amuna Board: Now that I am mostly retired and have more free time available, I have had the
desire to become more actively involved with the Jewish community and give back to Heska Amuna, which Judy and I have been
members of for 38 years.
Meredith Goldman Holtz
Born: Knoxville
Raised: Knoxville
Family: Husband, Brad; children
Gordon (4) and Russell (2)
Education: Master’s Degree in
Nursing. Vocation: Nurse
Anesthetist
Volunteering: Big Brothers
Big Sisters Mentor 2.0, Camp
Koinonia
Favorite Activities:
All things outside, napping, family
time
Reason for Serving on
Heska Amuna Board: Hoping to
attract our younger community to
invest in the future of the Synagogue and the community. Heska
Amuna Religious School (HARS)
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Please join us for our

Scholar in Resdience Weekend with
DR. ORI SOLTES

Ori Z. Soltes has spent a lifetime wrestling with questions that resonate through the history of the human
experience. His dynamic teaching, lecturing, curating and writing reflect a broad series of interests and a
unique ability to combine them in unusual ways that are thought-provoking, challenging and intellectually
exciting. He teaches theology, philosophy and art history at Georgetown University. He has also taught
across diverse disciplines at various colleges and universities and has lectured across the country.
Soltes is an author of multiple books and has written nearly 280 publications. The Knoxville Jewish
community is fortunate to have him for our Scholar in Residence weekend.




Friday, November 22 at Temple Beth El, for a Dvar Torah entitled Triumph and Tragedy in the Life of the First Matriarch.
Services start at 7:00 p.m., with a kiddush afterwards.
Saturday, November 23 at Heska Amuna Synagogue, for a Dvar Torah entitled From Sarah to Shekhinah: Gender and Contradiction. Services start at 9:30 am. He will also lecture after kiddush at 1:00 p.m. on Transformative Moments as Hosts and Guests
Across Jewish History.
Sunday, November 24 at the Knoxville Jewish Alliance for a lecture, slides and book signing at 2:00 p.m. on
Ceremonial Art Within the Question of Jewish Art: from Solomon’s Temple to the Judaica of Arnold Schwarzbart.
Please RSVP for any event at www.heskaamuna.org or call (865) 522-0701.

Mar Cheshvan-Not a Bitter Bump but a Breathable Break
After the whirlwind that we call the high holidays, begins the quiet month of Cheshvan. Cheshvan is the only month in the Jewish calendar where we do NOT have a holiday to celebrate, a battle to commemorate, or a fast from a heinous plot that we narrowly avoided. Some consider this lack of calendar points saddening or ‘bitter’. Hence the name ‘Mar’—you remember from Passover-Marror (bitter herbs). But is it really a bitter month?
According to JewAction.com, “The Bnei Yissaschar (2:56-57) relates a beautiful midrash about the future of Marcheshvan indicating that the dedication of the Third Temple will occur in Marcheshvan, removing any doubt about it being a bitter month.”
While that is quite an honor, for the entire month to be deemed ‘bitter’ due to prophetic possibilities seems a bit harsh. But even
this theory is debatable. According to others, the word ‘mar’ is found frequently in our liturgy and is deemed as a sign of respect.
‘Sir’-Cheshvan. Doesn’t have the same ring to it but it makes its point.
No matter how we view the origins of this historically quiet month, in
the diaspora, we have created beautiful ways to fill it. Global Day of
Poetry Workshop
Learning (see page 8), found during the month of November, is a day
where we, as a community, come together to learn together, from each
with Marilyn Kallet
other, with each other. The month prior to Chanukah (Cheshvan) has
been titled Jewish Book Month. A time to celebrate Jewish authorship
“WRITING WITH
and encourage our youth to grab a pen and paper and jot down their
THE MISHPUCHA”
Jewish stories.
Ultimately, this writer’s opinion is that Cheshvan, like all Jewish
Sunday, November 10
months, should be celebrated. While we wait for the Third Temple,
4:00 to 5:30 p.m.
which might be awhile, take moment to breathe. Grab a pen and paper,
Heska Amuna Synagogue
or maybe a good Jewish book and find a nice quiet corner to fall into. In
this month of American thanks...I am thankful for the quiet---not bitterMarilyn Kallet, Ph.D., is the Poet Laureate of Knoxville
ness---that Cheshvan has bestowed.
and Professor Emeritus of English at the University of
Tennessee from which she recently retired. Her poetry
HARS: November Dates to Notate
and writing have appeared in numerous publications,
including her own, and she has led many poetry work November 15: HARS 1st Shabbat Dinner and Social
shops here and abroad. This workshop will explore
for Hebrew High Learners and their Families
writing and Jewish identity, offering several examples
 November 17: Global Day of Learning at Temple Beth El.
from her own work, as well as offering an opportunity
B’Yachad also meets at Temple Beth El
for participants to create their own poetry. This work November 22: Tot Shabbat and Kids Kabbalat
shop is open to all and is free of charge.
Reminder: No HARS during Thanksgiving Break.
Please RSVP to Heska Amuna at (865) 522-0701
“Happy Thanksgiving”
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Tickets on sale at www.heskaamuna.org!

DOR L’DOR with
KELLE JOLLY & WILL BOYD
H e s k a A m u n a S y n a g o g u e s ’ s a n n u a l Ha n u k k a h ce l e b r a t i o n f e a t u r e s
h o l i d a y - i n s p i r e d K l e z m e r , Go s p e l , S o u l , & A r a b i c t r a d i t i o n s

Sunday, December 15, 2019 — 3:00-6:00 p.m.

at The Foundry, 747 Worlds Fair Park Drive, Knoxville 37902
What is new for Lights & L’Chaim 2019?
Proceeds will benefit the religious school and adult education to provide scholar-in-residence and other programs.
Funding also will support community outreach to begin in 2020 to revitalize the inspirational efforts of Gene Rosenberg, of
blessed memory. Gene single-handedly engaged thousands of children, teens, and adults to consider the consequences of
intolerance, bigotry, and hate. Through his traveling trunk filled with artifacts gathered from hate crimes, Gene’s program
encouraged dialogue, much needed today, on addressing our personal responsibilities for promoting equity and tolerance
for all people. Funds from this year’s event will enable Heska Amuna to provide stipends for educators to impart the
lessons that Gene’s traveling trunk provides.
We are pleased to recognize this year’s Honorary Chairs Bernard & Barbara Bernstein who truly exemplify a life-long
commitment to human rights, working towards equality, and creating a flourishing community within and beyond
Heska Amuna Synagogue.
Lights & L’Chaim ushers in the spirit of the lights and liveliness of our many traditions into a shared, festive holiday
celebration. We combine delightful music and delicious foods as an opportunity for fellowship and as a way to
appreciate more about our community. Join us in celebrating the holiday season and raising a toast to life!

Tickets available at www.heskaamuna.org. For information on the event, tickets,
or sponsorship opportunities, contact us at info@heskaamuna.org or (865) 522-0701

HAWL: Benefits of Membership
By Lisa G. Jacobson, President
On Sunday, November 17, Heska Amuna Women’s League will host its paid-up membership event. For
any woman joining or renewing their 2020 membership by that date, you are invited to join us for the following events, as part of your membership fee.
 November 1 – 15: Cooking classes – Learn to cook traditional (and some not so well known) “Jewish”
delicacies that are mentioned in the “Diaries.” Go to www.heskaamuna.org and click on the Matzo Ball
Diaries to see the dishes being prepared and the dates, times, and instructor for the various dishes.
All classes will be held in the Synagogue kitchen and will include instructions in kashrut.
 November 17, 5:30 p.m. Dinner – You are invited to attend a dinner to sample many of the foods identified in the
“Diaries.” Menu items and membership instructions can be found on the website. This event is free only to members; nonmembers are invited to attend for a small fee.
 November 17, 6:30 p.m. Performance of The Matzo Ball Diaries – Join us for a dramatic reading of a collection of
13 stories and poems by Jewish Women’s Theatre’s professional actors and actresses from Los Angeles. For 90 minutes,
these stories explore the role of food in Jewish culture, holidays, and life. Whether making you feel nostalgic, inciting you to
laughter, or inspiring you to action, these wonderful stories are guaranteed to affect you! Go to the website for tickets or to
pay your annual HAWL dues.
 November 17, 8:00 p.m. Dessert and Coffee – Free to all attending the performance. Join the performers and/or your
friends for dessert, coffee, and informal discussion.
HAWL is offering free transportation to and from the synagogue for HAWL MEMBERS who need it. If you would be interested
in helping provide transportation or if you would like to host an actor or actress in your home on the night of the performance,
please see www.heskaamua.org and click Matzo Ball Diaries to volunteer.
Tickets to non-members are limited, so please order your tickets and/or pay your dues early. We look forward to another
fulfilling year with Women’s League and seeing you at one or all of the activities above!
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Celebrate November
Birthdays & Anniversaries
Join us for Shabbat on November 9 and help
us celebrate our November birthdays with a
special prayer, a novel version of “Adom
Olam” and of course, treats at kiddush!
Wishing a spectacular year ahead to those
celebrating special days this month: Abigail
Abrams, Jack Abrams, Richard Adlin, Judy
Brietstein, Hazel Brunton, Micah Brunton,
Margaret Goldman, Bradley Holtz, Atticus
Hull, Stella Iroff, Cheryl Kaplan, Neya Sarah
Klausner, Theresa Lee, Marilyn Liberman,
Jo Alison Lobertini, Paul Mareth, Mary Ann
Merrell, Anita Miller, Evan Ohriner, Judith Rattner, David Richer, Carlos Rodriguez,
Betty Siegel, Evelyn Silvey, Melvin Sturm, Ross Toedte, Jill Weinstein, Miriam
Weinstein, David Wolitz, and Michael Wolitz.

Contributions by Caring People
Donations received through September 24, 2019
Change for the Future
Esther Webster
Education Fund
In memory of Albert Ring
Nancy & Jeff Becker
Heska Amuna Religious School
To thank Jeremy Headrick
for his services
Mary Linda Schwarzbart
Kiddushim
In celebration of their
wedding anniversary
Jenifer & Evan Ohriner
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Shayna & Scott Farber
Yahrzeit
In memory of Joseph Feinstein
Elise & Herbert Jacobs
In memory of Albert Ring
Susan Ring
In memory of Sylvia Leibowitz
Peggy & Gale Hedrick
In memory of Adrian Burnett
Michael Burnett
Evelyn Silvey
In memory of Sylvia Homer
Mark Homer
In memory of Lewis Littmann
Peggy & Mark Littmann
In memory of Gershon Cooper
Harriet Cooper

In memory of Jennye Grusin
Judith Rattner
In memory of Oscar Glazer
Arnold Cohen
In memory of Sylvia Greenberg
Ellen & George Kern
In memory of Abraham Silber
Susan & Harold Silber
In memory of Sidney Burnett
Marilyn Burnett
In memory of Joseph Solomon
Alan Solomon
In memory of Robert Zalkin
Robin Zalkin Brown
In memory of Louis Slovis
Marilyn Presser
In memory of Max Cohen
Marilyn Presser
In memory of David Cohen
Marilyn Presser
In memory of Amy Cohen
Marilyn Presser
In memory of Toba Davis
Brenda & Sigmund Mosko
In memory of Bertha Krauss
Brenda & Sigmund Mosko

Rabbi Alon C. Ferency
rabbi.ferency@heskaamuna.org
Chair of the Board
Jeff Becker
hachair@heskaamuna.org
Co-Presidents
Jeannie Bobroff & Markus Eisenbach
hapresident@heskaamuna.org
Education Director
Shuli Mesa
education@heskaamuna.org
Operations & Administrative Director
Beverly Wilcox
admin@heskaamuna.org
Kitchen Director
Kimberly Ault
kitchendirector@heskaamuna.org
Women’s League President
Lisa Jacobson
WomensLeague@heskaamuna.org
Heska Amuna Synagogue
admin@heskaamuna.org

Permanent Schedule
Friday Night Services....................…...Varies
Saturday Morning Service...........9:30 a.m.
Sunday Minyan..................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Minyan.........................6:30 p.m.
Mon. & Thurs. Minyanim……..….7:00 a.m.
Evening minyanim for members
can be arranged by contacting the
President one week before.

For a list of Heska Amuna’s
services, events, and information,
please visit

www.heskaamuna.org
(865) 522-0701

Heska Amuna Synagogue

is an affiliate of The United Synagogue
of Conservative Judaism.
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N o v e m b e r 2 019
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

6:22p
7:18p
4:30p Jewish Family 9:30a-noon Shabbat Service-HA
Services Shabbat9:30a Shabbat Service-JCOR
Sherrill Hills
6:30p Sunset Minyan
& Oneg-HA
7p Shabbat ServiceTBE

3 Daylight Savings Time Ends 4

5

6

7

9:30a Morning Minyan-HA
9:30-noon Religious Sch-TBE
9:30a HARS-HA
10a Synagogue U: Yiddish,
Jewish Genetics, J-101-HA
10:30-noon Tai Chi-Orwitz Room
11a Israeli dancing-JCOR

7a Morning
Minyan-HA
6-9:30p FencingAJCC Gym
6p KJA Exec
Comm-AJCC
7:15p KJA BoardAJCC
7p Synagogue U:
History of
Zionism-HA

Noon Executive
Mifgash Manhigim
-TBE
6-9:30p FencingGym

9:30-11a Tai Chi-Orwitz
Rm
4p Religious School-HA
4:30-6p Midweek Hebrew
-TBE
6:30p Wednesday
Minyan-HA
6:30-8:30p Tai Chi-AJCC
Orwitz Rm
7p Board mtg-HA
7p Talmud Class-HA

7a Morning Minyan-HA
5:16p
11a Adult Ed/Torah Study 7p Shabbat Service
-TBE
led by 6 & 7 grade w/
6p Conversational
Eddie Mannis-TBE
Hebrew-HA
7:30p Israeli dancingAJCC Gym

6:12p
9:30a-noon Shabbat Service
(birthdays & anniversaries
celebration)-HA
9:30a Shabbat Service-JCOR

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:45a Breakfast Club-JCOR
9:30a Morning Minyan-HA
9:30-noon Religious Sch-TBE
9:30a HARS-HA
10a Synagogue U: Yiddish,
Jewish Genetics, J-101-HA
10:30-noon Tai Chi-Orwitz Room
11a Israeli dancing-JCOR

7a Morning
6-9:30p FencingMinyan-HA
Gym
11:30a JFS
Comm-AJCC
Orwitz Rm
6-9:30p FencingAJCC Gym
7p Synagogue U:
History of
Zionism-HA

9:30-11a Tai Chi-Orwitz
Rm
10:30a Friendshippers
Tour of Sacred Heart
Cathedral,
711 S Northshore Dr.
4p Religious School-HA
4:30-6p Midweek Hebrew
-TBE
6:30p KJDS BoardKJDS
6:30p Wed. Minyan-HA
6:30-8:30p Tai Chi-AJCC

7a Morning Minyan-HA
11a Adult Ed/Torah Study
-TBE
6p Conversational
Hebrew-HA
7p UTK Lecture: Imaging
Israel’s Future-Rachael
Fish-UT Campus
7:30p Israeli dancingAJCC Gym

5:10p
6:08p
6:30p Hebrew High
9:30a-noon Shabbat Service-HA
Shabbat Dinner-HA
9:30a Shabbat Service-JCOR
7p Shabbat Service- 6:30p Kids Night Out-KJDS
TBE

18

20

21

22

9:30-11a Tai Chi-Orwitz
Rm
4p Religious School-HA
4:30-6p Midweek Hebrew
-TBE
6:30p Wednesday
Minyan-HA
6:30-8:30p Tai Chi-AJCC
Orwitz Rm
7p Talmud Class-HA
7p Hadassah BoardAJCC Archives Room

7a Morning Minyan-HA
11a Adult Ed/Torah Study
-TBE
6p Conversational
Hebrew-HA
7:30p Israeli dancingAJCC Gym

5:06p
6:05p
SCHOLAR-INSCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND
RESIDENCE WEEKEND
9:30a-noon Shabbat Service with
5:30p Tot Shabbat & Dr. Ori Soltes-HA
Kids Kabbalat &
9:30a Shabbat Service-JCOR
Dinner-HA
1p Transformative
7p Shabbat Service w/ Moments as Hosts & Guests
Dr. Ori Soltes-TBE
Across Jewish History with
Dr. Ori Soltes-HA
7p Jewish Film Series:
Zero Motivation-JCOR

26

27

28Thanksgiving

29

8:10-9:30a Das’s
Breakfast-Turkey
Tournament-KJDS
6-9:30p FencingGym

AJCC Preschool closed- AJCC Preschool closed
Thanksgiving Break
KJA office closed
6p HAWL Exec Comm- 9a Morning Minyan-HA
HA
6:30p Wednesday Minyan-HA
6:30-8:30p Tai Chi-AJCC
Orwirz Room

5-7p Bowling w/ Men’s Club
& Families-Strike & Spare,
5700 Western Ave.

1p Hadassah HMO LuncheonChesapeake’s
4-5:30p Poetry Workshop w
Marilyn Kallet-HA

17
GLOBAL DAY OF LEARNING
AT TEMPLE BETH EL:
Community-wide event
Adults & youth welcome
(See page 8)
9:30a Morning Minyan-HA
10:30-noon Tai Chi-Orwitz Room
11a Israeli dancing-JCOR
5p HAWL Membership Dinner-HA
6:30p Matzo Ball Diaries-HA

24

7a Morning
Minyan-HA
11:45a KJCFF
Board-AJCC
Orwitz Room
6-9:30p FencingAJCC Gym
7p Synagogue U:
History of
Zionism-HA

25

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND 7a Morning
Minyan-HA
9:30a Morning Minyan-HA
6-9:30p Fencing9:30-noon Religious Sch-TBE
AJCC Gym
9:30a HARS-HA
7p Synagogue U:
10a Synagogue U: Yiddish,
History of
Jewish Genetics, J-101-HA
Zionism-HA
10:30-noon Tai Chi-Orwitz Room
11a Israeli dancing-JCOR
2p Lecture & Book Signing w/
Dr. Ori Soltes-AJCC Orwitz Room

19
6-9:30p FencingGym
7p Hadassah
Book Club-The
Alice NetworkBarnes & Noble

8

9

23

30

5:04p
6:03p
AJCC Preschool
9:30a-noon Shabbat Service-HA
closed
9:30a Shabbat Service-JCOR
KJA office closed
7p Shabbat ServiceTBE
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AEPi’s Tye-Dye event raised more than $2,000 for the Israel Cancer
Research Fund, The Jaffa Institute, and United Hatzalah. We would
like to thank all of our event sponsors: Axis Hospitality Construction,
Leibowitz Law Firm, National Tire and Auto Service, Society 865
Apartments, Temple Beth El, and World Travel Tags.

Suzy Snoops
Ha’Kol welcomes your good news.
Please send information to
jyork@jewishknoxville.org or to the
Ha’Kol newsletter, c/o Knoxville
Jewish Alliance, 6800 Deane Hill
Drive, Knoxville, TN 37919.
 Mazel tov to Miriam Esther and
Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm on the birth of
their son, Chaim Dovid. Proud brothers
and sisters are Mendel, Chayale, Chanie,
Rochel, and Levi.
 Congratulations to Linda Kutsubos,
on the birth of her grandson, Ezra James
Graves, son of Linda's daughter Beth and
husband Bobby Graves.
 Mazel tov to Theresa Lee and Jack Love
on the birth of grandson, Alexander Love
Malcolm, son of their daughter and her
husband, Shoshana Love Malcolm and
Karl Malcolm of Albuquerque, New
Mexico. Proud sister is Clara Love
Malcolm.
 Congratulations to Fernanda Santos and
Ben Sulman on the birth of their
daughter Erica Ruth Santos Sulman on
Friday, September 13.

SAVE THE DATE!

Tennessee Schmaltz Hannukah Klezmer Concert
Saturday, December 7
Laurel Theater, 1538 Laurel Avenue, Knoxville
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Knoxville Jewish Alliance

Ha’Kol
Ha’
Kol

November 2019
KJA Ha’Kol
KJA Awarded Grant……..........10
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Friendshippers Tour....……......14
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Etgar Keret Event…………..….16

KJA Awarded East Tennessee Foundation Grant
The East Tennessee Foundation (ETF) has awarded the Knoxville Jewish Alliance a
$1,000 grant from its Hope in Action Fund. This grant will support the KJA’s Knoxville
Against Hate project, which is funding the COEXIST billboard shown above.
The Knoxville Against Hate billboard is the Knoxville Jewish Alliance’s response to a
spate of anti-Semitic acts against Jewish institutions and individuals over the past
18 months. Acts include placing flyers on cars and defacing the University of Tennessee’s
Rock with anti-Semitic graffiti. Funds donated by individuals from throughout the Knoxville community were used to develop the Knoxville Against Hate billboard project, with
cooperation from Lamar Advertising.
“With all the hate language spewing forth publicly, we must counter the hate with
positive community coming together messages. It is imperative that we not remain silent,”
said KJA President Chip Rayman, who spearheaded the Knoxville Against Hate billboard
campaign effort.
The ETF’s Hope in Action Fund was established in December 2018. The fund serves as a
vehicle to which donors can support programs that aide populations victim to discrimination or programs that support hope and equality in our culture.

SHARE YOUR TALENT!
Are you a decorator,
juggler, musician, or
a yo-yo master?
The Knoxville Jewish
Alliance is always looking
for great talent throughout
the year at our
popular events.
Contact Lauren:
program@jewishknoxville.org

The KJA Board and Staff
wish our community a happy and safe
Thanksgiving holiday
The AJCC Preschool will be closed November 27-29.
The KJA Office will be closed November 28 & 29.

6800 Deane Hill Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  865.690.6343  www.jewishknoxville.org
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Vol is a Verb and the Knoxville Jewish Alliance, is Too!
By Chip Rayman, KJA President
The KJA would like to share excerpts from a presentation I made at a recent campus
leadership meeting as well as share Chancellor Donde Plowman’s action plan against
hate in the campus community with you.
Chancellor, from the entire Jewish community in Knoxville and across the State of
Tennessee, we can’t thank you enough for your immediate condemnation of the “Jews Did 9/11” graffiti on UT’s Rock. I have
heard from the federations in Memphis, Nashville and Chattanooga representing some 20,000 Jews in Tennessee and all feel the
same way. Our community is also pleased with your subsequent multi-point action plan. (see Dr. Plowman’s message below.)
The Knoxville Jewish Alliance/Arnstein Jewish Community Center is a verb, too. With Lamar Advertising, we started a
Knoxville Against Hate billboard campaign. Our first billboard is currently located at James White Parkway at I-40.
The KJA also welcomes collaboration with the University on all your efforts. There is a constant and continuous interaction with
the University and the Jewish community in Knoxville. We want it to continue and to enhance this relationship. While our Jewish
community is few in number, we have a significant impact. We represent about 0.3 of 1 percent of the metropolitan area population, our students are 1½ percent of UT’s population yet represent 4.8% of faculty and staff. So, while we are few in number, our
community’s contributions to the university and our participation academically, athletically, and financially far, far outweigh our
numbers.
UT Chancellor Donde Plowman immediately met with campus leadership and a group of student leaders and their advisors from
Hillel @ UTK after a September 11 anti-Semitic graffiti message was scrawled on the campus icon. Ha’Kol received permission to
publish this announcement by UT Chancellor Donde Plowman on the University’s action steps. The KJA wants to share this message
with our community. (https://chancellor.utk.edu/2019/09/18/we-stand-against-hate-actions-and-next-steps/)

We Stand Against Hate: Actions and Next Steps
By Donde Plowman, Chancellor, The University of Tennessee, Knoxville
I want to keep you updated on our actions related to the expression of
hate messages—the most recent message on the Rock last week and previous messages on the Rock and in other places on our campus. We are
committed to being a campus where everyone matters and everyone belongs, a campus where love will never be replaced by words or actions of
hate. Hate aimed at one Vol is aimed at all Vols, and we are committed to
responding decisively and peacefully as a Volunteer community. Here is a
list of actions that have been taken:
UTPD has increased patrols around the Rock and has reason to believe
that the people responsible for writing hate speech on the Rock last week
are not students or members of our campus community.
 We are installing a live-streaming camera and will make the feed available for anyone to see as a symbol that our community is taking collective responsibility for the Rock. We are meeting on Thursday with a group of students who want to create a
group, Students for the Rock, to expand our community of Volunteers and our collective accountability around communicating our values and replacing messages of hate with those of mattering and belonging.
 The campus space rental policy has been revised to restrict rental to unaffiliated third parties. These changes will eliminate
rentals to unaffiliated groups in Alumni Memorial, the Culinary Institute and Creamery (the former site of the Visitors Center), the Student Union, and academic buildings.
 Our Mattering and Belonging initiative will include programs and special lectures on the cost of hate and the power of love.
Those plans are under way.
I appreciate a number of our Jewish students and faculty making the time to meet with me and other members of the cabinet
on short notice last week, and I appreciate student government leaders also engaging with us quickly. In addition to the above
items, a number of ideas came out of those meetings aimed at further engaging our community.
Meanwhile, several opportunities are upcoming:
 Today at 5:30 p.m., Volunteers are invited to the Student Union pedestrian bridge to be United at the Table and share a
meal together.
 Thursday, the Vol Is a Verb campaign kickoff continues with the Dear World storytelling show and photo reveal.
 PEN America will be on campus October 2 and 3 to lead sessions related to protecting free speech while combating hate
speech. More information will follow soon.
The goal is for all Vols to learn and find community on Rocky Top. I invite you to participate in these and other opportunities
that interest you.
We will continue to update you as these actions and others progress.
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KJA Donations
As of September 26, 2019
AJCC Archives
Peter Branton
AJCC Gym Lighting Donation
Dan and Shirley Sweeten
AJCC Preschool Playground Fund
In honor of Ginny Small
Michael Messing and Joyce York
Friendshippers
In memory of Barbara Isenberg
Michael Messing and Joyce York
Knoxville Against Hate Campaign
Margaret Massey-Cox
Leanne Kersey
Mary Lancaster
Jody Stern
Hillel at UTK
Doug and Jill Weinstein
Scott and Renee Geltzer
PJ Library
Penny Lukin

Hillel at UTK students, Sebastian Altman and Navit Nachmias

Donations to KJA funds can be made to
celebrate lifecycle events, remember or honor
someone, or to support programs of interest. To
find a fund you want to support, contact the
KJA office at (865) 690-6343 or
office@jewishknoxville.org.

Cleaning Closets
& Garages?
The University of Tennessee hosted
“United at the Table” in September.
The event was planned by Campus
Ministers Council, of which Hillel at
UTK is a member,
More than 500 students gathered to
share a meal at a table that stretched
across Pedestrian Bridge. The dinner
promoted unity and diversity on
campus.

Please donate your gently-used
children’s toys, games, and clothing
If you know of a Jewish college
student at UTK or other local
campuses, have them
contact Tara Bain, Hillel at
UTK director, at

utkhillel@jewishknoxville.org
to learn more about Hillel
activities.

(all sizes welcome, from
infant to young adult sizes)

to the AJCC Preschool.
Items are sold at a consignment event
with proceeds benefitting our
AJCC Preschool.
Collection bins are located
in the AJCC Gym near. Thank you!
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Your Knoxville
Jewish Alliance






Arnstein Jewish
Community Center
KJA Archives
B’nai Tzedek Teen
Philanthropy Program
BBYO/ BBYO Connect



Community Relations
Committee
Cultural & Social Events



Educational Events



Friendshippers



Ha’Kol Community Newsletter



Hillel at UTK



Indigent Burial Fund



Israel P2G Partnership



Jewish Advocacy



Jewish Family Services



KNOSHVILLE



Milton Collins Day Camp



Mitzvah Day



AJCC Pool, Tennis, & Team Park



AJCC Preschool



PJ Library/PJ Our Way



Schwarzbart Gallery



AJCC/University Club
Smokin’ Salmon Swim Team



UT Faculty Lectures



YJAK—Young Jewish
Adults of Knoxville



Yom HaShoah Observance



...and so much more!

Support Your
Jewish Community
DONATE TODAY!
KNOXVILLE JEWISH ALLIANCE

6800 Deane Hill Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37919
(865) 690-6343
www.jewishknoxville.org
office@jewishknoxville.org

Please visit page 4 for more information.
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Project Playground
Construction Underway

All are welcome to join us. You don’t have to be 55 and up.

Wednesday, November 13 at 10:30 a.m.

Old playground equipment was removed
and the ground prepared for new AJCC Preschool playground equipment installation.
This equipment is funded by generous community donations to this spring’s Project
Playground fundraiser.

Friendshippers Guided Tour
of Sacred Heart Cathedral
711 S Northshore Drive, Knoxville, TN 37919

This month we will meet at Sacred Heart Cathedral for a
private tour. Transportation is available upon request —
please have your ride requests in by the Friday morning
before the program.
For more information, please contact Laura Berry at
690-6343 ext. 18 or LBerry@jewishknoxville.org
Friendshippers is a program made possible through
Your contributions to the KJA Annual Campaign and
the Sam & Esther Rosen Friendshipper Fund.

Your KJA Dollars Provide Programs & Services for All Ages
 Senior Adults: Jewish Family Services & Friendshippers
 Young Families: AJCC Preschool, MCDC, Swim Team, PJ Library,

Cultural, Jewish holiday, educational, and social events

 Teens: Weinstein BBG, Winick AZA, BBYO Connect
 College Students: Hillel at UTK
 Adults: Educational, holiday, social, and cultural events
 Everyone: Advocacy, Community Relations Committee,

and services for those in need, programs, a community “home”

YOUR support of the
Knoxville Jewish Alliance
Campaign makes
all this possible.
Donate securely online.
www.jewishknoxville.org/donate
or Call (865) 690-6343
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AJCC Preschool Gets a New Logo for Same High Quality Program
The Knoxville Jewish Alliance has worked hard in recent
years to improve the AJCC Preschool’s staff, facilities, and
overall curriculum. The successful introduction of infant
care and additional toddler classrooms due to community
demands.
Because of these efforts, the school is now considered
among those of the highest caliber. Its brand overall was
extremely dated, however, and did not appropriately reflect the AJCC Preschool’s quality, nor its philosophy and
mission. The KJA enlisted a local communications firm, The
Thought Bureau, to help update its brand.
After discussions with KJA staff and key volunteers, it was
clear that while all liked the diversity reflected in the preschool's old logo, they also agreed a brand refresh was in
order, noted Judith Rosenberg, Thought Bureau director. “In
fact, the school's diversity needed to be a key communication point because it's a strong selling point and makes the
school unique. Did you know: AJCC Preschool students currently speak six different languages?”
Additionally, the AJCC Preschool is not a daycare. It’s a
true preschool with a play-based curriculum that serves children from six weeks old to Pre-Kindergarten. The preschool has
maintained a Three-Star Rating by the State of Tennessee for almost two decades. It also offers a strong extracurricular program
(science, athletics, music, dance, etc.). Administrators at private schools often comment that the preschool’s students are very
well prepared for kindergarten and they score well on entrance assessments.
The AJCC Preschool is integrating its new logo into its communications, including materials for outreach and prospective families.
In an on-going effort, the AJCC Preschool continues to strive to improve the look and quality of our program. With this in mind,
the AJCC Preschool, KJA ,and board members decided that is was past time for a preschool refresher in many areas. We first decided to tackle the AJCC brand. With the help of The Thought Bureau; Martha Iroff, Vice President of Children & Youth; Ed
Hunter, Finance and Operations director; Kristen Cannon, Early Childhood Preschool director; and Chip Rayman, KJA president,
our new logo was developed and we think it displays the mission of the AJCC Preschool. The AJCC is a play-based learning center
for toddlers through pre-K that is guided by Jewish values and culture. We embrace all faiths and foster individual learning,
peer relationships, and socially responsible values in education.

Rosh Hashanah/
Shabbat Celebration
Features Three Shofars
They may not be the Three
Tenors, but three area rabbis drew
lots of ooohs and aaahs from
AJCC Preschool families and students when they blew the shofar at
the preschool’s Family Rosh
Hashanah Celebration on Friday,
September 27.
Rabbis Erin Boxt, Alon Ferency,
and Yossi Wilhelm joined Judaic
Studies instructor Lev GrossComstock in a rollicking, fun-filled
Shabbat celebration an shofar blowing event.
All enjoyed delicious challah,
sliced apples, and honey treats
afterwards. Yum!
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KJA Hosts Israeli Author Etgar Keret
The Knoxville Jewish Alliance hosted An Evening with Etgar Keret on Sunday, September 15 in the AJCC’s Orwitz Room. Keret’s
talk at the AJCC and the next evening at the University of Tennessee was part of the Karen and Pace Robinson Lecture Series on
Modern Israel, and coordinated by Helene Sinnreich, PhD, Fern and Manfred Program in Judaic Studies director. Multiple
University departments helped sponsor his Knoxville visit.
Keret is a writer known for his short stories, graphic novels, and scriptwriting for television and movies. He enthralled
his audience with humorous stories of his upbringing, his family, and his inspirations for stories. Keret signed books and chatted
with community members afterwards at an informal reception hosted by the Knoxville Jewish Alliance.

Etgar Keret enthralls his audience with childhood escapades
and humorous career tidbits.

Union Ave Books provided Etgar Keret’s latest books for sale and
he signed them for participants after his presentation.

Left: Helene Sinnreich, PhD, director of UT’s Fern and Manfred
Steinfeld Program in Judaic Studies, welcomes Etgar Keret to a
packed AJCC Orwitz Room audience.
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Shalom Y’all!
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By Rabbi Erin Boxt
What a great feeling, a great relief…we finished another
successful and wonderful High Holy Day season together! I
believe we did a great job. WE did a great job. That means
all of us, every person who was sitting in our sanctuary
during the High Holy Days. So, maybe I wrote and gave
sermons. Maybe it was Becky Kidd, the musicians and the
amazing choir that did all the music. Well, that is all true.
But…you prayed, sang, and listened. That means that you
were just as participatory – and in many ways even more
important! Spending hours upon hours in a spiritual state
can be very tiring and extremely challenging. Well, we did it…and we did it together!
As the New Year continues, it is imperative that each of us find a way to stay
focused, connected and committed to our Jewish community. This is your Jewish
community and it will be as strong and successful as you want it to be. Do you have
an idea for an amazing project? Great, bring it to me and let us work together to get it
started! Is there a particular kind of prayer service you would like to see at TBE?
Great, make an appointment with me and let’s talk about it. Your rabbi is committed
to making this congregation about you and that is of utmost importance.
I have been so impressed with the way that everyone comes together and works
together. The weekend with Dr. “Miss Emily” Teck was a tremendous success!! We
are celebrating together as our young adults become B’nei Mitzvah. We have been
extremely active also within our community and we should continue and find more
ways to be active. Our new adult education program has started and has been quite
successful so far. Find your niche. Come and learn. Whatever it is, just find a way to
continue your Jewish education and remain attached to us! Every one of us is an
important part of the TBE community!
As I sometimes like to do, I will end this article with a short story (Chaya Sarah
Silberberg):
An old Chinese woman had two water cans which were attached to a yoke. Each day
she put the yoke over her shoulders and went down to the river, filled the cans, and
walked back to her modest hut. The water can on the right side of the yoke was fine and
sturdy; when she arrived home, it was always full. But the can on the left had a crack in
it. By the time the woman arrived home, half the water was usually gone.
The cracked water can always felt inferior to his partner. He was ashamed that he
was cracked and wasn't pulling his weight. One day he turned to the woman and
apologized for being defective. The woman smiled gently and said, "Did you think I
didn't know that you had a crack, and water dripped from you? Look at the path from
the river to my hut. Do you see all the beautiful flowers that are growing on the one side
of the path? Those are the flowers that I planted there, that you watered every day as I
walked home from the river."
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Second Harvest
Food Drive
Temple Beth El Sisterhood &
Temple Beth El religious school
students are hosting a food drive to
benefit Second Harvest Food Bank.
How can you help? Please bring nonperishable food items and drop them in
the round barrels at Temple Beth El.
Most needed items:
 Peanut butter
 canned proteins - tuna, salmon,
chicken
 canned fruits in own juices or light
syrup - pineapples, peaches, pears
 canned vegetables mixed, green, corn
 soups - beef stew,
chili, chicken noodle,
turkey rice
 condiments - tomato
sauces, light soy
sauce, ketchup, mustard,
light salad dressings
Please make sure all items
are in date.
Just 1.2 pounds of food
= a meal.

3037 Kingston Pike  Knoxville, TN 37919  865.524.3521  www.tbeknox.org
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TBE President’s Remarks
By Steve Lewis, TBE President
Is Thanksgiving a Jewish Holiday? I hardly think so. Yet, giving thanks is certainly an integral part of
many of our prayers. So, as we are now in the month of Thanksgiving, I feel it is appropriate to be
grateful that we are looking at another month of wonderful activity at TBE.
On November 3, our Religious School will welcome our ISJL Fellow, for what I’m sure will be a
memorable day for our students. Then on November 10, Rabbi Erin Boxt will lead another one of his
wonderful Adult Education programs.
On Saturday November 16 we will have our monthly Tot Shabbat. These services have not only been
thoroughly enjoyed by children and parents alike, but they have helped to develop a strong sense of
camaraderie among the parents, many of who have just recently joined TBE. The very next day TBE will
cap off an eventful weekend by hosting the “Global Day of Learning” – a day you won’t want to miss.
Then, on November 24, Sisterhood will be hosting a “Sisterhood Bake.” While plans are still being solidified as I write this, it
looks like Sisterhood members and anyone interested will be in our kitchen learning how to make rugelach . . . yum!
Just four days after that is “Turkey Day.” Why am I making such a big deal about a secular holiday? It’s not about the turkey
with all the trimmings, or even the football games – which I must admit are a big deal for me.
No, it’s because – and I may have shared this before – I like to live my life with an “attitude of gratitude.” We all have so much
to be grateful for, and yet too often we focus on the things we lack or the things that trouble us.
So, in this time of gratitude I would like to say I’m grateful for my wonderful wife and family, and for my very dear friends. I
am also eternally grateful for TBE – for its members, many of whom have become close friends; for our leaders, both lay and
professional, who are wonderful “sacred partners” as we seek to make TBE the best it can be; and to the entire congregation and
all that happens here -- for being such a warm and welcoming Jewish home for Grace and me. I hope and pray it has been the
same for you and yours.

A Warm Welcome to Our Newest Members and Religious School Students
By Missy Noon
Matthew, Sarit, and their daughters Ella and Noa moved to Knoxville last
year from New York City. Matthew is a partner at a local law firm and Sarit is
the principal software engineer for a New York based tech start-up.
Ella is in kindergarten at Sequoyah Elementary and Noa attends the
AJCC Preschool. They enjoy traveling and spending time outdoors.
Scott and Jesse Weckstein and their children Jeanna (8), Ray (7),
Eden (5) and Avi (3), moved to Knoxville this summer from northern
Virginia. Scott and Jesse
grew up together at Temple Rodef Shalom and are
part of a 4th generation
family there. Scott works
for Discovery Communications here in Knoxville
and Jesse chases around
the kids to school, dance,
karate, theatre and all
their other adventures. They love their
new Temple Beth El family and are excited for
this new chapter!

Scott and Jesse Weckstein and children

Left: Ella, Sarit,
Matthew, and Noa
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Temple Beth El Religious School November 2019 Update
By Norma James, TBE Education Director, normajames@tbeknox.org
Daylight Savings Ends November 3.
Don’t forget to set your clocks back to be on time for religious school.
ISJL Fellow Rena Lubin comes for her fall visit November 1-3.
Rena Lubin was born in South Florida, but grew up in Asheville, North Carolina, where she fell in love
with the mountains! In December 2018, she graduated from the University of North Carolina at Asheville with a B.A. in religious studies and a minor in history. Rena has passionately jumped into Jewish
learning through education, active participation in Hillel and her local JCC, and by serving as an Oral
History Intern and blog writer with the Jewish Women's Archive. Rena loves bringing in secular resources and analyzing them through a religious or cultural studies lens; making history fun, engaging,
and relevant; and talking about Jewish characters in TV! She is so excited to learn and so excited to be a Rena Lubin
part of, get to know, and work with our community!
On Friday, November 1, Rena and Norma will conduct Shabbat service Friday evening while Rabbi Boxt is out of town. On
Saturday evening, we are planning a special Havdalah and dinner from 4:00-6:00 p.m. for our families with young children.
There will be special activities for all. On Sunday at Religious School, Rena will lead special programming for our students on
Exploring Jewish Values through Art.
We always look forward to our Fellow visits. Rena brings an abundance of energy and creativity to her fellowship with TBERS
this year. We appreciate the support we get from our Endowed Funds for our ISJL membership.
Sixth & Seventh grades will conduct Shabbat service Friday, November 8 at 7:00 p.m.
Gina Feldblum, Rabbi Boxt, and Norma James are preparing the 6 th/7th
graders to conduct our first student-led service of the school year. LeadEddie Mannis, HonorAir Knoxville Founder
ing a service is excellent preparation for these students, who will lead
Speaks November 8 at TBE Service
services when they become B’nai Mitzvah. The theme will be “Honoring
our Veterans.” We welcome guest speaker Eddie Mannis, who is a sponOver 60 years ago a remarkable generation of Amerisor of Honor Air, which flies veterans to Washington D.C. Participants
cans joined forces to protect civilization in the largest
are Millie Braude, Rachael Feinbaum, Sam Shagan, Jessica and Joshua
war in world history. No amount of gratitude could ever
Daiagi, Sarah Mundorff, Shaughn May, and Jake Goldberg. The parents of repay the debt for the gift of democracy these veterans gave the world.
the class will provide the oneg. Please support our students and our
However, HonorAir Knoxville is dediveterans with your presence at this service.
Tot Shabbat w/ Rabbi Erin is Saturday, November 16.
If you haven’t attended one of Rabbi’s Tot Shabbat Saturdays, you are
missing out on some great fun and a wonderful opportunity to meet
other families with young children. Tot Shabbat meets in private homes
where children can play together while parents socialize. Then everyone gets together for Shabbat stories, songs, and prayers with Rabbi
Erin. If you would like to join Rabbi and his tots, contact Rabbi Boxt for
more information at rabbiboxt@tbeknox.org.

cated to honoring East Tennessee
World War II, Korean War, and Vietnam veterans and the sacrifices
they made to ensure our freedoms.

HONORAIR KNOXVILLE takes WWII, Korean and
Vietnam veterans from East Tennessee to
Washington, D.C. to visit the memorials built to honor
their sacrifice—at no charge to the veteran.

Temple Beth El hosts Global Day of Jewish Learning Sunday, November 17.
The worldwide Global Day of Learning theme for this year is Speaking Volumes. We are very excited to host this important day
of learning for all ages. Norma will be planning a day of interactive learning for the students of TBE, HA, KJDS, and JCOR.
Anna Iroff-Bailey will lead our B’yachad program. Adults will have the opportunity to study
with our three Knoxville rabbis. Don’t miss it!
B’yachad will be a part of Global Day on November 17.
If you haven’t brought your tot to this program, I urge you to try it out. This FREE program is
open to all Jewish families as a chance to learn, play, and grow Jewishly. B’yachad is a
collaborative early learning program for Jewish children ages 4 and younger with their parents. It is co-sponsored by Temple Beth El, Heska Amuna, JCOR, and KJDS and led by the
amazing Anna Iroff-Bailey. Each B’yachad class will include stories, music, and visit from a
rabbi, snack, and Jewish toddler activities– crafts, games, singing, dancing, and more! This
program is open to all Jewish families, regardless of congregation affiliation or non-affiliation.
Thanksgiving Break is Wednesday, November 27 through Sunday, December 1.
Attention Teams Gimmel, Hay, Nun, and Shin! Maccabiah is Sunday, December 8.
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Sisterhood Happenings
On Sunday, September 15, Sisterhood’s Schmear and Schmooze featured Dr. Bob Kronick’s informative talk on cyberbullying and
bullying in the schools.
 NOVEMBER CLOTHING DRIVE:
Temple Beth El Sisterhood and TBE Religious School will collect clothing for the
Knox County PTA Clothing Center to help clothe Knox County students who are in need.
The Knox County Schools/PTA Clothing Center offers a unique service to the students
enrolled in our Knox County Schools - Preschool through 12th grade. For over 70 years, the
purpose of the Clothing Center has been to provide clothing assistance for students so they
may attend school on a daily basis. The Clothing Center is located in the Knox Central Building at the corner of Central Avenue and Baxter Avenue. More than 2,000 students are served annually with over
55,000 articles of clothing distributed (new and used). Referrals come from the students' teacher, principal, school secretary,
school counselor or social worker. The center also clothes students in emergency situations. Each student can visit the center
for clothing two times during the school year - once per semester. (See page 21 for more information)
Tikkun Olam: In Jewish teachings, any activity that
improves the world, bringing it closer to the harmonious
state for which it was created.
 SISTERHOOD BAKES:
Sunday, November 24 meet us in the Temple kitchen
at 10:00 a.m. for a hands-on cooking lesson. Get to know
your “sisters” and have fun.
 SAVE THE DATE FOR SISTERHOOD WEEKEND:
Susan Bass, WRJ President will be in Knoxville
March 13 – 15, 2020, for Sisterhood Shabbat. Weekend
activities will include participating in Shabbat services,
Torah study Saturday am and training on Sunday.

SAVE THE DATE!

Leaping into Trivia!

February 29, 2020
6:30-9:00 p.m.
(time subject to change)

Temple Beth El
Enjoy dinner, dessert, and trivia
Contact Phyllis Hirsh
865-307-0015 or
Amy Rosenberg
865-356-6830 to volunteer
Bob Kronick, a professor in UT’s College of Education,
Health & Human Sciences, discussed bullying in schools
and cyberbullying at a recent Sisterhood meeting.

Additional information to follow.
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Rabbi Erin Boxt
rabbiboxt@tbeknox.org
Steve Lewis, President
president@tbeknox.org
Norma James,
Religious School Director
normajames@tbeknox.org
Tina Fleeman
Temple Beth El Office Staff
secretary@tbeknox.org
TBE Office Phone:
(865) 524-3521
Fax: (865) 525-6030

Temple Office Hours:

Contributions to the Funds of Temple Beth El
Donations listed were received as of September 20, 2019
CARING COMMITTEE FUND
In memory of Edna Ginsberg
By: Barry and Brenda Sherman
ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of Jeanne Rockmaker
By: Steve Rockmaker
In memory of Martvei Ioselev
& Liliya Safro
By: Ilya and Bella Safro
GENERAL FUND
In memory of Morris Goodfriend
By: Bob and Wendy Goodfriend
In memory of Martin Krakauer
By: Leslie Krakauer
In memory of Beatrice Bush
By: Deborah Roberts and
Don Mossman
In memory of David Feldman
By: Maria Shusterman
GOODFRIEND HOLOCAUST
EDUCATIONAL FUND
In memory of my father,
Morris David Goodfriend
By: Gary and Linda Johnson
H & P SECURITY
Donation by: Anonymous
Donation by: Lisa Bressler
Donation by: Ed and Linda Weintraub

In honor of Jennifer’s marriage to Matt
By: Kathy Young
HERMINA BEILER FLORAL FUND
In memory of Igor Tabakman
By: Mark and Lucy Barkan
In memory of Arthur Feinbaum
By: Ron and Melissa Feinbaum
In honor of Sydney Tumpson
Bat Mitzvah
By: Toby and Linnette Tumpson
LIBRARY FUND
In memory of Lawrence Leitson
By: Mark and Susan Leitson
LICHT YOUTH FUND
In honor of Genesis 12:3
By: James Murph

Monday - Thursday:
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday:
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Our Mission

To inspire individuals to know, live,
and shape our Jewish legacy.
In fulfilling our mission, we value our
place in the chain of traditions, the
diversity of those who seek to join us
in our venture, and the kindness essential to a sacred community.

www.tbeknox.org

MARX FAMILY EDUCATION FUND
In memory of Rose Kreisler
By: Michael Eisenstadt and
Mary Beth Leibowitz

By: Chuck and Missy Noon
In memory of Emanuel Radoff
By: Fred and Ava Radoff
In honor of Karen & Brian Smith’s
50th wedding anniversary
By: Isidor and Megan Sauers

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of my father,
Meyer Kreisberg
By: Bennett and Reba Herzfeld
In memory of Elaine Lewis
By: Roy and Carol Loring
In memory of Gerald A. Dortch

SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND
In honor of Karen & Brian Smith’s
50th wedding anniversary
By: David and Emma Fleischman
By: Barbara Leeds
By: Pat Rosenberg
By: Kathy Young
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Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds
A Supporting Organization of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee
Foundation to preserve and strengthen the Jewish Community of Knoxville

Jewish Giving
By Abraham Brietstein, PhD, KJCFF President
In a previous Ha’Kol article, I wrote about the basis for Jewish giving (tzedakah), which results in a larger percentage of Jews
giving to charity (76% in 2012) as compared with other Americans (63% for that same year). While Jewish giving is largely the
result of our religious and social traditions—our affinity for those less fortunate than ourselves—it is also the result of Jews
being somewhat better educated and wealthier than other demographic groups.
At the same time, current trends (noted by a recent article published by the Avi Chai Foundation, written by Jewish historian
Jack Wertheimer) are somewhat disconcerting in that large donors and foundations are responsible for an increasing share of
American Jewish giving, as opposed to individuals and smaller donors. In fact, the study found that as the total amount of money
donated to Jewish causes has declined in recent decades, the number of individual Jewish donors is declining at a faster rate. As a
result, large donors (referred to as mega-donors) have an increasingly greater influence on Jewish organizations as compared to
individual donors. Furthermore, these mega-donors show a greater affinity for supporting non-Jewish causes, and when they do
support Jewish causes, their money is less likely to go to support Jewish institutions, such as federations and synagogues, and are
more likely to go to promoting Jewish identity (programs such as birthright Israel and the engagement of unaffiliated Jews).
While it is critically important to reach out to unaffiliated Jews and embrace so-called Millennials, who are less likely to
affiliate with religious institutions, this trend, particularly the shrinking number of small donors, affects all Jewish religious
institutions. This is especially true for those in communities such as ours where there is an absence of so-called mega-donors,
resulting in shrinking budgets and greater difficulty maintaining outdated buildings. In the absence of such large donors, it falls
on each of us, as individual donors, to support our Jewish institutions in order to maintain the longevity of our local Jewish
community. One way to do that is to start a fund in support of our local Jewish organizations through KJCFF. If you wish to do so,
please call us at (865) 690-6343.

Donations
Oleshansky Family Fund
In Memory of Joseph Feinstein
Renee’ Hyatt and Paul Erwin; Nicole Russler
Dr. Bernard S. Rosenblatt Fund
Wishes of Good Health to Lesley and Bernie
Renee’ Hyatt and Paul Erwin

Grants
Heska Amuna Synagogue received a grant from the
Sylvia Robinson Memorial Fund for Kol Nidre musicians.

The Knoxville Jewish Day School received a grant from the
KJDS Fund for general support.
The Allen, Leibowitz, Pearson Family Fund made grants to
the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and Heska Amuna Synagogue
for general support.
The Knoxville Jewish Alliance received a grant from the
Pat & Gene Rosenberg Fund for the Knoxville Against Hate
campaign in memory of Gene Rosenberg.
The Besmann Family Fund for Social Justice and Spiritual Enrichment made a grant to the Knoxville Jewish Alliance
for the Sharing the Dream marketing and branding campaign.

KNOXVILLE JEWISH COMMUNITY FAMILY OF FUNDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Abraham Brietstein, President; Jacki Imbrey, Secretary/Treasurer; Stephen Rosen, President-Elect; Carole Martin, Past President; Jeff Becker; Bernard Bernstein; Arnold Cohen; Robert Goodfriend; Scott Hahn, Richard Jacobstein; Bryan Merrell, Rosalie
Nagler; Jenifer Ohriner; Howard Pollock; Pace Robinson; Bernard Rosenblatt; Laura Berry, Administrative Director
The Board of Directors of the Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds thanks the Knoxville Jewish community,
the Knoxville Jewish Alliance staff, and the East Tennessee Foundation for their support and encouragement. The KJCFF
encourages you to help insure the healthy future of our Knoxville Jewish community by including a commitment
to the KJCFF in your financial and estate planning.
To learn more about KJCFF philanthropic opportunities, call 690-6343 or visit www.jewishknoxville.org/kjcff

Efrat Comes Home to Oak Ridge
www.EfratMusic.com
Efrat started with violin at age 7 and was immediately drawn to the beauty within the variation of so many musical styles. Three years later, she became the youngest person to play solo
with the Oak Ridge Symphony, and at age 11 was the youngest person ever admitted into the
Knoxville Youth Orchestra. She learned klezmer and Israeli music from her father, dabbled in
folk and rock with a cellist-singing buddy who lived down the street, and took every opportunity to learn and play other genres. Accepted into and offered full scholarships by the top classical violin schools in the country, Efrat chose Indiana University. While pursuing her BA, she
also was a member of the Shira Festival Orchestra in Israel, conducted by Zubin Mehta under
the direction of Lorin Maazel. After a break due to injury, she resumed her studies at the University of Tennessee, where she earned a master’s degree in music performance.
After graduation, Efrat, moved to NYC. After a stint as concertmaster for Olivia Newton John
Orchestras, she re-established the Jade Quartet that has recorded for such notables as Ashanti and Bobbie Eakes (All My Children, One
Life to Live soap operas). She also performed with jazz notables and worked closely with Harry Whitaker to produce some quartet and
band concerts with his jazz quartet and her string quartet, Jade. Jade Quartet (led by Efrat) concurrently held a residency at FatCat Music Hall for most of 2007 and 2008. Efrat pursued her love of singing and jazz with No Strings Attached, her debut CD. She began recording it in 2007 but then toured 47 states and Canada as an onstage violinist in the Broadway touring company of Oliver, for which
she received rave reviews. Meanwhile, the title track was included in the soundtrack for How to Seduce Difficult Women.
At this point, Efrat became a mother, took a break from being a bandleader, and then was recruited into the alt-roots ensemble
Spuyten Duyvil. The songs on Efrat’s second release, The Silver Lining, are a blend of folk, jazz, pop, klezmer, swing, and blues.
Their lyrics and structure are a testament to finding strength during the trials of life and leaning on those around you for help.
Today Efrat leads a folk/jazz combo, an eclectic string quartet, and an eclectic acoustic pop trio that she records and performs with
regularly. In addition she works regularly as a sideman and for-hire composer, arranger, performer, and teacher/lecturer.
She is also a mom and avid gardener and nature lover! EFRAT believes in the power of music to transform, to heal, and to create change.
This shines through in her performances. Thank you Efrat for coming back to your home town and joining us for Erev Rosh HaShanah! We will always welcome you with open arms.

Sukkah Decorating
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Join us for Sisterhood Shabbat every 3rd Friday
of the month at 6:30 p.m.
An alternative service with Songs and Music
followed by Potluck dinner.
Sisterhood
Challah Baking
was a
success!
Thank you to all
who helped.

JCOR November Program
November 23, 2019
Jewish Film Series: 7 p.m.

Zero Motivation

Israel, 2014, NR, 1h 41 min
While serving out their
required term in the military, a
collection of young Israeli
soldiers are posted to a
desolate base in the middle of the
desert. As their collective boredom
mounts, personal frictions begin to
surface among the all-female
company.

Donations to JCOR
Yahrzeits:
 Jerry Braunstein from Catherine Braunstein
Marcia Rabinowitz, Selma Volkin, & Joseph Fine
from Karen Brunner
 Arnold Kitzes from Judith Kitzes
 Howard Schwartz & Lou Schwartz from Shirley
Schwartz
 Newton Feldman, Joan Feldman, & Samuel Polonsky
from Alice Feldman & Al Good

Donations:
 General donation: Tracey Cato, Geoffrey Laing,
Deborah Hess Bowman
 In Memory of Naomi Levitin from Barbara Landau
 In Memory of Debbie Bowman's husband from Barbara
Landau
 In honor of Larry Dresner's 90th Birthday from Leon
and Verya Maya

JEWISH CONGREGATION
OF OAK RIDGE




Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky—vicrash@yahoo.com
Don Carlson, President—donaldcarlson3@gmail.com
Becky Charles, Sisterhood President—gchar2@aol.com

JCOR Hosts and Hostesses
November 2

Vera & Leon Maya, Ilana & Moshe Siman-Tov

November 9

Mary Rubens, Avigail & Victor Rashkovsky

November 16

Rhonda & Ron Sternfels, Nona & Sam Poole

November 23

Fran Silver, Jill & Stuart Chasan,
Karen Brummer

November 30

Yardena & Moshe Yair, Michael Kropp

December 7

Tracey Cato, Bruce Tomkins

December 14

Judi & Len Gray, Sarah & David Stuart

December 21

Carol & Jonas Kover, Debbie Bowman

December 28

Reeva Abraham, Ronnie & Jim Bogard

101 W. Madison Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830
(Mail) P.O. Box 5434, Oak Ridge, TN 37831
JCOR’s Saturday morning service begins at 9:30 a.m.
For the Friday evening service schedule, please
contact JCOR at office@jcor.info or call (865) 483-3581.

www.JCOR.info

CHABAD
OF KNOXVILLE
ב"ה

In a beautiful display of unity, 100+ Jewish women gathered for the fourth annual Chabad’s Mega Challah Bake, it
was a most incredible evening. The feeling of connection and inspiration was extraordinary as women from all facets of our community, Heska, Temple, Chabad, Hadassah, UT students, affiliated and unaffiliated came together. It is hard to describe the energy
that was felt in the room. The unity was palpable as 100+ women shared inspiration and personal stories and rejoiced in the
kneading, song, dance and prayer.
A few of this year’s Mega Challah Bake highlights in pictures:
Clockwise, L-R:
Bread braiding
Judy Brietstein
wins “What’s in
Your Bag”
Successful
challah braiding
KJDS alumni
delight us in
song!

Mega Challah Bake swag

Returning guest, MC Amanda Hara

Making dough

Friendship and fun
7148 Wellington Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  www.chabadknoxville.org

L: Yummy
dips and
salad buffet
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November 1-9
Zelda Finkelstein ♦ Clarence Glidewell ♦ Jay Goodfriend ♦ Joe Gurwitch ♦ Phillip Krosin ♦ Esmeralda Benhayon ♦ Eliezer Berman ♦ Dora Brody ♦
C.B. Brown ♦ Gerson Cohen ♦ Roslyn Cohn, Milton Collins ♦ Sam Freeman ♦ Jennie Glazer ♦ Harriet Gourse ♦ Gertrude Gourse ♦ Bruce Kingsley ♦
Julius Krauss ♦ Abraham Leeds ♦ Anna Leibowitz ♦ Jacob Licht ♦ Alan Mootnick ♦ Virginia Morrison ♦ Harold Rosenzweig ♦ Aaron Shagan ♦
Lilly Stargardter

November 16
Sasson Benhayon ♦ Gertrude Cohen ♦ Bernyce Gurwitch ♦ Hanna Hahn, Anna Kaplan ♦ Alex Lavitch ♦ James Lowe ♦ David Moskowitz ♦
Bertha Moss♦ Vera Noorily ♦ Rachel Perelman ♦ Alex Presser ♦ Etta Renert ♦ Gene Rosenberg ♦ Salome Slovis ♦ Flora Stollin ♦ Pesach Werner
Pearl Zwick

November 23
Ilse Abeles ♦ Heinz Baerman ♦ Leah Berez ♦ Rose Eisner ♦ Bobby Evars ♦ P.L. Fuson ♦ Gunsa Glazer ♦ Blume Goldstein ♦ Josephine Klein ♦
Elsa Klein ♦ Sylvia Levison ♦ Regina Levy ♦ Monnie Millen ♦ Natan Naumann ♦ Nathan Rattner ♦ Harold Rosenthal ♦ Elka Sanders ♦
Celia Shaw ♦ Rachel Slovis ♦ Ben Slovis ♦ David Tomlinson ♦ Myra Weinstein ♦ George Weisberg ♦ Clara Winick
November 30
Rebecca Benbenisty ♦ Ronald Berry ♦ Rose B. Busch ♦ Nathan Busch ♦ Anna Cohen ♦ Jacob Corkland ♦ John Gergely ♦ Sadie Ginsberg ♦
Max Hurvich ♦ Nancy Lawhead ♦ Debra Martindale ♦ Hilda Nisenson ♦ David Norynberg ♦ Libbye Perelman ♦ Carmen Pfeffer ♦ Hannah Poster
Rose Presser ♦ David Rosen ♦ Robert Shersky ♦ Faye Simon ♦ Fannie Taylor

November 1
Khava Barkan ♦ David Blumberg ♦ Gerson Cohen ♦ Joel Samuel Cohn ♦ Helen Nachman Epstein ♦ Pupa Feldman ♦ DeWayne Hicks ♦
Zane Theodore Jordan ♦ Peter Lawrence Marchand ♦ Ida Markman ♦ Goldie Marshall ♦ Jacob Reich ♦
Evelyn Shey ♦ Mary J. Sisman

November 8
Mabell Anthony ♦ Morris Billen ♦ Joyce Brown ♦ Gustav Brunschwig ♦ Simone Levi Brunschwig ♦ Toni Buescher ♦ Gerson Bush ♦ Agnes Canner
Irwin Deutscher ♦ Edith (Missy) Dickey ♦ Lowell M Dryzer ♦ Roberta Epstein ♦ Joseph D. Feldman ♦ Jay Goodfriend ♦ Bertha Lees ♦
Ursala Mangold ♦ Marvin Miller ♦ Frederick B. Millis ♦ Ethel Misner ♦ Yitzhak Rabin ♦ Nathaniel Razansky ♦ Marvin Shey ♦ David Silverstein ♦
Page Wallace ♦ Gloria Weinstein ♦ Richard Dick Zivi

November 15
Jean-Pierre Besman ♦ Walter N. Blaufeld ♦ Samuel Mark Brody ♦ Anna Cohen ♦ Rose Cohen ♦ Ben Cohn ♦ Betsy Coleman ♦
Russell Eugene Cyzick ♦ Sigmund Frankel ♦ Max Gillman ♦ Herbert Glaze ♦ Fannie Lippner ♦ Charles Margolies ♦ Sonia Shey ♦
Marcia Silverstein ♦ Iva Jean Wadsworth ♦ Richard Wayburn ♦ Murray Weinstein

November 22
Mimi Brody ♦ Sarah Sue Bush ♦ Sam Cawn ♦ Joseph Dresner ♦ Michael Ecker ♦ Gloria Glazer ♦ Anne Goldstein ♦ David Goodfriend ♦
Celia Gutman ♦ David Hiller ♦ Florence Jacobstein ♦ Silvestr Ostrovskaya ♦ Sol Richer ♦ Toby Schwartz ♦ Jacqueline Selk ♦ Cheryl Weinberg

November 29
I. Robert Brodie ♦ Herbert Brody ♦ Isadore Brody ♦ Oliver Childress ♦ Albert Fribourg ♦ Jack Goldstein ♦ Irwin Kipnes ♦ Charles Konigsberg ♦
Shirley Kravitz ♦ Emanuel Liebman ♦ Sadie Rich Miller ♦ Harry Mintz ♦ Faye Raymon ♦ Bernard Meyer Schramm

community discussions about our shared Jewish future. It’s
an exciting time for our community. In October, we
By Andrea Cone
launched a “Share the Dream” website where you’ll have
the opportunity to add your input and ideas about what
September was a wonderful month as Hadassah sponsored:
YOU think Greater Jewish Knoxville should look like. Please
 The Jewish History Miniseries: A Huge Thank You goes to
register to attend one meet up to learn more and add your
Helene Sinnreich, Ph.D., associate professor, UT’s Departinput and ideas at https://onegreaterjewishknoxville.org/
ment of Religious Studies and director of Fern and Manfred
 In November we look forward to the Hadassah Medical
Steinfeld Program in Judaic Studies, who shared valuable
Organization Luncheon “Find Your Body Electric,”
knowledge in our Jewish history mini course. We thank her
Keys to stress free living and longevity. Learn drug-free
for educating us as we learned about Jewish Life in Mediestrategies to stimulate wellbeing and happiness along
val Europe, European Enlightenment and its Impact on
with techniques to keep your brain and body vibrant,
Jews, Antisemitism and Jewish responses to Antisemitism,
with Dina Kramer, physical therapist, Fellow of the
and The Holocaust. Next year we hope to host another minAmerican Academy of Orthopedic Manual Physical Theraiseries. If you have suggestions, please send them to hadaspists; Laurie T. Williams, PhD, clinical psychologist;
sahknoxvilleac@gmail.com.
Rebecca L. Weinand, National Board-Certified Health &
 Thank You to Barbara Mintz who provided yummy brownWellness Coach; and Brenda Rasch, physical therapist,
ies for this program, and to Peggy Littmann and the
Guild Certified Feldenkrais Practitioner®, Healing
Hadassah Book Club for joining us and hosting the SepTouch Certified Practitioner & Instructor.
tember 21 book club session, A special thank you to Robin
Contact Andrea at hadassahknoxvilleac@gmail.com if you
Brown who stepped up and greeted our guests at the door
have not RSVP’d.
for the miniseries. Chip Rayman also helped with elevator
service and we thank him as well. Thank you to all of our
As December approaches, Hadassah Knoxville looks forward
guests that came as you all gained a better understanding
to our Hanukkah Bubbies Brigade Bowling Party with
through our studies from our miniseries.
PJ Library on Saturday, December 21. RSVPs and times will be
 For over a year, Hadassah has participated in larger
published in our weekly newsletter.

Hadassah President’s Letter

5 Ways to Support Your Hadassah Directory
1) When you see them, thank our advertisers for placing ads.
2) Sell an ad or two.
3) Not a fan of soliciting advertisers?
Give us the contact and we’ll reach out to them on your behalf.
4) Remember your loved ones with a memorial listing.
5) Meet the December 6 deadline for submissions.

Reserve your ad space now!
Deadline is December 6, 2019
Ad sizes:
 Full page $185
½ page $115
1/3 page $100
¼ page $85
 Memorial/Yahrzeit ad: ½ page $75 or 1/3 page $50
Memorial Listings: 2 lines – 32 characters per line $25
 Professional Listings: Name, phone number, category $36
 Professional listings are ½ price at $18 for advertisers with at least ¼ page ad contract
Please direct questions or submit black and white JPEG or PDF ad copy and art work to Jill Weinstein at jkweinstein5@gmail.com.
Join the directory team! We will happily welcome new solicitors, proofreaders and content creators.

6800 Deane Hill Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  www.knoxville.hadassah.org
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Celebrate Motherhood with a Hadassah Layette
By Batya Boxt
Hadassah sends layettes to women who have a new baby or grandbaby. A
layette is a card from of all us congratulating them on the new baby!
When I receive information about a future Hadassah member’s arrival, I will
email all of you. If you are interested in having your name included on the layette, please email me back and let me know.
If you don’t have a layette account,
please send me a check to set that up. I’d recommend $25 to start. If you need to replenish your
account, please send that check to me as well. So
that my address isn’t distributed publicly, please
email me to request my address. Let me know
how much money you’d like to donate to the
layette and I’ll deduct that amount from your
layette account. When the account is low
(around $5),I’ll email you so you can refill it.
Please contact me at
batyaboxt@gmail.com.

Happy Thanksgiving
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Hadassah Book Club News
All Jewish women of the greater Knoxville area
(and friends) are welcome to join us
Hope to see everyone for our Tuesday,
November 19 Hadassah Book Club meeting. We
will meet at 7:30 p.m., in the coffee shop area of
the Barnes and Noble Book Store on Kingston
Pike. We will discuss The Alice Network by
Kate Quinn.

Next Reads



December: This is How it Always Is
by Laurie Frankel
January: Tattooist of Auschwitz
by Heather Morris

Questions? Please contact Peggy Littmann
at hadassahknoxvilleac@gmail.com or (865) 7761013.

Contact Brenda Sherman: houstonbrenda@yahoo.com
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Knoxville Chapter
of Hadassah
Executive Board
Andrea Cone President
hadassahknoxvilleac@gmail.com
Jenny Pfeffer Treasurer
jennica37@hotmail.com
Shuli Mesa
V.P. Programming
shulime@gmail.com
Revital Ganzi V.P. Education
revitalganzi@gmail.com
Harriet Glasman Recording Secretary
harrietglasman@gmail.com
Mary Ann Merrell Corresponding Secretary
mamerrell@yahoo.com
Laura Floyd Advisor
floydfam@knology.net

General Board
Arrangements
Debra Ellis
Book Club & JNF Program Peggy Littmann
Bulletin/Ha’Kol
Harriet Glasman
Condolence Cards
Barbara Isenberg
Directory Bookkeeper Jenny Pfeffer
Directory Chair
Jill Weinstein
Directory Specialty Pages Mary Evars-Goan
Greeting Cards
Brenda Sherman
Historian/Yearbook Mary Evars-Goan
HMO Luncheon
Andrea Cone
HUB Advisor
Bonnie Boring
JNF Tree & Water Certificates Joyce York
Large Certificates
Mary Ann Merrell
Layettes
Batya Boxt
Leadership Development
Mary Linda
Schwarzbart
Membership
Nancy Britcher
Parliamentarian
Marian Jay
PRAZE
Harriet Cooper
Records Administrator Barbara Mintz
Sunshine Correspondence Brenda Sherman
Social Media
Jean Begue
Youth Aliyah
vacant

Buy a Tree/Water Certificate and Perform a Double Mitzvah!
What better way to celebrate a birthday or special occasion than by purchasing a certificate to plant a
tree in Israel? One Tree $18 or Ten Trees $150 (Circle of Trees)
You may designate a name for certificates in memory of someone, sending get well wishes, honor a
birthday, anniversary, birth, marriage, engagement or simply support Israel’s reforestation and water
purification projects. Contact Joyce York at joyceyork12@gmail.com today!

Mapping Our World

Using a flashlight and globe is an old way to make a more accurate map

Students in the 2/3 classroom at KJDS are learning
all about their world. In Social Studies, they are focusing on geography so they are discovering lands,
climates and cultures from all around the world. To
kick off their study, they began by learning about
maps and globes. The students learned that there are
many types of maps.
And, on one exciting day of discovery, the students
realized that maps are always distorted. Their teacher, Ms. Blanchard, organized several ways for them
to come to this realization. Students created papiermache globes and attempted to draw the continents
onto the globe, representing how they saw them on a
map. The students peeled oranges then tried to flatten them into perfect rectangles to model how a
globe might be unfolded into a map. And, they attempted to use a very old map-making technique of
shining a light through a transparent globe, then
using the globe to draw a map.
Needless to say, all of their map and globe making
endeavors failed! Laughter and shouts of “this is impossible” filled the air. The students were amazed
that even when they worked together, they were not
able to create maps that were exact representations
of globes. The lesson culminated with learning a new
term, distortion, and much conversation about the
fact that a sphere cannot be directly converted into a
two-dimensional rectangle. There was also orange
eating, of course!

Trying to make the orange peelings
flat is an exercise in futility, but the
rewards were delicious!

Making papier-mâché globes was an eye opening and messy experience.

1529 Downtown West Blvd  Knoxville, TN 37919  865.560.9922  www.kjds.org
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Fostering Coding Skills and Mindsets
KJDS students are coders in training. They spend the fall
semester learning about algorithms, programming, debugging, and pattern matching. If you don’t know what all of
those words mean, ask our kindergarteners! STEAM Into
Service, a once a week course for all students based on integrating Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math, has
transformed into a coding workshop. Each week our kindergarten through third grade students engage in multiple stations where they explore aspects of coding, learning the
skills and vocabulary of coders.
Recently students have programmed our “bots” to move
through mazes. They have practiced computer coding using
drag and drop game formats. And, they have analyzed, added
to, and created patterns. One of the most challenging activities for our second and third grade students was to build a
structure of 25 cups, then break the build down into an algorithm (specific step by step instructions) that could guide a
classmate to rebuild an exact replica of the original strucLearning the basics of programming takes patience but the
ture. The students took great care in crafting their algorithms and debugging when they realized they’d made errors. students are up to the challenge.
They were delighted
when their peers were
L-R:
able to follow the direcWorking on laptop
tions and complete the
computers, stustructures. After the cup
dents learn drag
activity, when asked to
and drop prodescribe coding, the
grams.
students replied that it
is fun, challenging, frusEven the youngest
trating, requires exactstudents can proness, takes patience, and
gram and learn
is interesting. Their ancoding with our
swers demonstrate that
“bee-bot” robot.
they recognize the skills
and mindsets that coders possess, and they
are ready to foster them
in themselves.

These students are writing code to direct another student to re-create their cup tower.
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KJDS Graduate Dylan Kolnick Is an Academic and Athletic Superstar!





Dylan finished his freshman year at Bearden High School in all honors classes with a 4.2 GPA!
Dylan played on both the Bearden High School JV and Varsity soccer teams as a Freshman.
He earned the Junior Varsity team's Most Valuable Player Award!
Dylan played on the Bearden High School Varsity soccer team during the state championship game for
20 minutes and they won!
Dylan is also a superstar on a top FC Alliance traveling soccer team!
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What Parents Are Saying….

Euphoria on a Tuesday
By Louise Lindsay
When I picked up my son from summer
camp, he had an air about him that I’d only
seen a few times before. I describe it as confident euphoria, a post-camp kind of bliss. As
we drove home, he stared out the window
smiling, sharing tidbits of information when
prompted, but mainly he just looked great.
He was happy. It felt like he was completely
satisfied with life.
On that drive, I thought about a friend of
mine who told me that her son lives for this,
for the time he spends at camp, a place
where he is a significant part of the community, where he has fun, and where he grows
through challenges like ropes courses and
The Lindsay family is pleased with
archery. When I reflected on her comment, I
the well-rounded and challenging
felt very lucky because I began to remember
education their son receives at
the other times I’d seen my son in this post
Knoxville Jewish Day School.
camp state. These times were at KJDS. I had
witnessed my son’s joy and sense of significance as he’d yelled in Hebrew from his booth in the KJDS Israeli Shuk, “Come,
come and taste my hummus,” describing hummus that he had made with a partner to share with the
school. I’d seen it
after his first school
play, when he’d
worked with his
peers to contribute
to something big
and had overcome
nervousness about
performing on stage.
I had observed it
when he proudly
brought his state
project to school, a
project that he had
Alex went “Geocaching” with his classmates on
labored over, maktheir first day of school.
ing sure his paragraphs met expectations of excellence. I had noticed it after the Purim celebration, when he, a nonJewish boy, was sharing customs he’d learned about and feeling so completely
included by his Jewish peers. And, long after that camp drive, on the first day of
school this year, when he came back from Geocaching with his class able to talk
about the importance of teamwork, I saw confident euphoria emerge again.
Then, in the car once again, last week, my son said, out of nowhere, “Hey mom,
I really like KJDS.” I looked through the rearview mirror and saw him staring out
the window, much like he did after camp. I felt my own sense of euphoria. I am so
thankful that he attends a school where he has fun, is challenged, and truly sees
his value in the school community. He isn’t in a constant state of confident euphoria, of course. But, my son loves school at KJDS. He is learning academic skills and
content as well as leadership skills. He is challenged to find his strengths and to
use them to contribute to something greater than himself. And, sometimes he’s
even blissed out, just like camp, but on a random Tuesday afternoon.

KJDS Staff and Board
Miriam Esther Wilhelm
Head of School
Louise Lindsay
Innovation Coach
Ann Ely
Director of Operations
Jenny Parker Wood
Director of Admissions
Brooke Haskins
Katie Lusk
K-1st Grade Teachers
Rebecca Blanchard
2-3rd Grade Teacher
Fran Julien
4-5th Grade Teacher
Revital Ganzi-Sagiv
Hebrew Instruction Consultant
Dana Maman
Hebrew Teacher
Julia Stark
Drama Teacher
Chris Quinn
PE Coach
Lev Gross Comstock
Music Teacher
Amy Broady
Art Teacher
Board of Directors
Gloria Z. Greenfield, President
Dr. Michael Zemel, Vice President
Judith Rosenberg,
Immediate Past President
Dr. Michael Zemel, Treasurer
Dr. Jeff Becker, Secretary
Nancy Becker, Bernard Bendriem,
Odysseus Bostick, Judy Brietstein,
David Hull, Anna Iroff-Bailey,
Ellen Markman, Sandy Parker,
Susan Silber, Tamara Sturm,
Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm

Arnold G. Cohen, Attorney at Law

.

Imbrey & Associates is now
Knoxville, Nashville,
Memphis, Clarkesville and
Cleveland/Chattanooga

Tax & Business Planning • Contracts • Real Estate
IRS & State Tax Disputes • Estate Planning • Probate
Conservatorship • Guardianship

865-524-0510 • agc@dmrpclaw.com
Dunn, MacDonald & Reynolds, PC

6204 Baum Drive • Knoxville, Tennessee 37919

www.avvo.com

Bring Your Event To Life!
With our NEW state of the art
interactive Magic Mirror
Digital Photo Experience.
Say Cheese! We bring the FUN to you with
our Magic Mirror Digital Photo Experience!

www.saycheesephotofun.com

www.jewishknoxville.org

“Focusing on strategies for
wealth accumulation and
retirement income distribution”

1322 Dowell Springs Blvd. • Knoxville, TN 37909

(865) 588-9333

www.WaypointKnoxville.com

Great for Bat Mitzvahs, Weddings,
Proms, Corporate Events, and More!
Personalize your photos with props,
backdrops, customized
templates, and more!
Call us now at 865-312-1060
for your special party package!

Support the
KJA Campaign

Jacki S. Imbrey, CLU,ChFC, CFP® RICP®
Richard M. Imbrey, CLU, ChFC, CFP®
David H. Jeffries, CFP®, RICP®
Eric R. Theiss, CFP®

maryvillemonument.com
(865) 983-3192

804 E. Broadway Ave. • Maryville

East Tennessee
Rooter & Plumbing
HOME OF $35 BACKFLO TESTING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Plumbing/Drain Cleaning
Back Flo Testing
State License #47637
P.O. Box 52906
Insured & Bonded Knoxville, TN 37950
(865) 688-0357

865-577-7535
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –
6555 Chapman Hwy., Knoxville, TN

www.knoxvillesdentist.com

JUDY TEASLEY

LUXURY HOMES SPECIALIST
o 865.694.5904 | c 865.599.9500 | f 865.694.5924

judy@judyteasley.com | www.judyteasley.com

Contact Melissa Jones to place an ad today!
mjones@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6570

I Top 10 in the Southeast Region 2011-2015, 2017
I Keller Williams Presidents Club and Customer Service Award 2016
I Best Individual Real Estate Agents in Tennessee
per Real Trends 2013-2017
Each Keller Williams
Office is Independently
Owned and Operated

3-D-5-5

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1068

.

JUDY BRIETSTEIN
CRS, GRI, Realtor®

865.966.1111 Office
800.235.4236 Toll Free
865.803.7246 Cell

jbriet@aol.com
www.LiveInKnox.com

WALLACE & WALLACE,
REALTORS®

Sign Up For
Summer Camps
Today!

Serving seniors with extraordinary
non-medical care in Knox, Anderson &
Roane County since 1997. Call now to
see how we can help your loved one.

Attorneys at Law

LAWRENCE P. LEIBOWITZ

Please call for special attention regarding
your real estate needs.
Dependable Care by
Experienced CAREGiversSM

Leibowitz Law Firm, PLLC

www.jewishknoxville.org

608 GAY STREET S.W.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

BRANDON J. TINDELL

TEL (865) 637-1809 • FAX (865) 637-9276
WWW.LEIBOWITZFIRM.COM

NHC Place Assisted Living
• Lovely Senior Community • Nursing Staff on duty 24/7
Monthly Rentals • Nursing, Delicious Meals, Housekeeping,
Phones, Transportation & more included in rent.
Our Home is always open for you to
stop by and visit with us.

FULL AD PAGES

122 Cavett Hill Lane • 777-9000
www.nhcfarragut.com

Please keep your content out of these ad areas
and do not move the markers.
Call to meet with someone

Home Instead Senior Care is locally
owned & operated by Amy L. Hull

from our team today!

865.523.1300

PG 38 & 39—FULL PAGE AD

To learn more visit homeinstead.com
Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise
office is independently owned and operated.

Bible Harris Smith, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants and
Business Advisors Since 1949

Knowledgeable, Experienced, and Dedicated Defense
CALL FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

With over 80 years of combined
experience, we offer unmatched
legal defense in trial and
appellate courts. We are pleased
to announce our new
firm and new location.

507 West Clinch Ave. • Knoxville
(865) 546-2300 • www.bhspc.com
Tax, Accounting and Auditing
Litigation Support • Fraud

Examinations • Business Valuations

Home Financing You Can Count On

Gary Sturm
SR. LOAN OFFICER • BRANCH MANAGER

607 Market Street, Suite 1100 Knoxville, TN 37902
phone 865-524-8106 | fax 865-546-6637 | knoxdefense.com

Joshua Hedrick
Breast Cancer
Breast Surgery

Call (865) 692-1610
(423) 714-1955

3-D-5-5

NMLS #1375205, TN #125405

BRCA & Lynch
Clinical Genetics
Service

Helping you and your family
reduce your risk

Aaron G. Margulies MD

865-691-8910
gary.sturm@migonline.com
www.sturmhomeloans.com

Imelda G. Margulies, FNP
Call 692-1602
• BRCA & myRisk Panel Testing
• High Risk Breast and Prostate Cancer
Assessment Especially for Ashkenazi Jews
• Cancer Genetic Risk Assessment
For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

Call us today.
We are here 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, 365 days a year.
Broadway - (865) 523-2121
Mann Heritage Chapel - (865) 588-8578

14-1068

6800 Deane Hill Drive
Knoxville, TN 37919-5943
www.jewishknoxville.org
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Ha’Kol is a joint community project.

The Jewish Community Archives
of Knoxville and East Tennessee
The Way We Were ca 1990
Enjoying pizza
in a preschool
classroom
during a
children’s activity
Children clockwise from
top: Cross McCallie,
Stephanie McCallie,
Ashley Tapscott,
Rachael Oberman,
Benjamin Oberman,
Adam Slutzker,
Abigail Slutzker.
Adults: Tracy Slutzker
(seated, at left),
AJCC program director
Jody Stansbury
(standing, at top)
Rachael Oberman Ellis, Rachael’s and Ben’s parents Evelyn and Steve Oberman, and Tracy Slutzker
continue to live in Knoxville. Thanks to Evelyn Oberman for suggesting a year for this event.

The KJA Archives needs your photographs!
Send your photos of "The Way We Were" (identifying who, what, when, where) to
archives@jewishknoxville.org, or contact the archivist at (865) 690-6343.

