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Shalom Y’all
By Rabbi Erin Boxt


18 Sivan-17 Tamuz
Temple Beth El Times

As I am sitting at my desk in late April writing
Rabbi’s Message.....................2
this article, I am realizing how quickly time lies
Religious School News......................3
by. As you are reading this, we have already been
Shagan Bar Mitzvah.........4
together for a year! That’s right. And what a
Sisterhood News ......5
great year it has been. We have accomplished so
much, and yet we also have so much more to do.
Contributions.....6
Now I will admit that I have not had the
opportunity yet to spend the kind of time I want
with each and every one of you. There are some
members of this congregation that I have become very close to. There are others that I know just
casually, and there are still some who I may only know by face. So, what is my challenge for the next year? I am
challenging myself to actually spend time, real quality time, with every person in this congregation that I have not, as
of yet, had the opportunity to.
 This may seem like quite an expectation. After all, with a congregation of approximately 200 families, we have
around 600 members of our congregation. Well, you know what? I was hired to be the Rabbi for this congregation. I
believe that means I need to get to know all of you. So, yes, you can help me with this challenge. Make an
appointment, come by, or shoot me an email. Let’s go to lunch or coffee…your choice. I want to write a year from
now that I have accomplished my goal of knowing every one of you…and not just by face. I do not want to just
recognize you…I want to really know you. 
 We have come together this year many times at some great events. Our High Holy Days were illed with
spirituality, new enthusiasm and great participation from our members and our musicians. The “Guy Mendilow
Band” performed to a packed house. I was blessed and honored to be installed in January! Just keep your ears and
eyes open for more exciting opportunities to come together and hang out with your TBE family in the upcoming
Ǩ
 So Ȃ that word opportunity is a funny one. We are always looking for more opportunities to do things, whether it
is to expand our membership or to create community within our membership. The etymological meaning of the
word opportunity: 
c.1400, from Old Frenchand directly from Latin"it, convenient, suitable, favorable,"
from the phraseob portum veniens"coming toward a port," in reference to the wind, from"to, toward"
ή"harbor." 
 We have had many “convenient, favorable or suitable” experiences in the past year. We ind ourselves right now
in a very favorable situation Ȃ an energetic and young rabbi (me) and a congregation of great people who are
engaged and want to be even more engaged. We are moving “toward” our goal Ȃ which is the continued expansion of
our congregation…yes, OUR congregation. For I believe my family belongs here as well.
 My prayer for us in the upcoming year is that we will continue to embrace each other; we will continue to grow
and learn about each other, and most importantly, we will continue to support each other!




ǯǡ
Rabbi Erin Boxt
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Temple Beth El Religious School Summer 2018 Update
By Norma James ̻Ǥ 


School’s Out for Summer!
We had another great year at TBERS because of all of you!
This school year lew by as they all do. Our students demonstrate every single week, that they are here to learn and here to
engage with others. Their creativity, intelligence, and energy make this school what it is. From our Preschoolers to our
madrichim, our young people learn from each other and interact as a family. I love every one of them!


Let me take this opportunity to thank all of our amazing staff who give so much of their time to providing our children and ts
with a Jewish education. For every one of our teachers and madrichim it is an act of love. So it is with gratitude that I recize
Tara Bain (assistant director and Chai Class teacher), Dr. Aaron Margulies (7 Grade), Gina Feldblum (6 grade), Jeannine Mill
ȋͶǦͷ grades), Stephanie Kors (2Ǧ͵ grades), Ally Wiener and Rachel Margulies (PreK, K, 1), Deborah Roberts and Justen
Bain (Hebrew), and Kalisa Parsons, Lauren Dryzer, Ben Gibbons, and Justen Bain (Madrichim). All of our madrichim are
graduating seniors this year. Justen, Ben, Kalisa, and Rachel have been together since they were young students and have served
our school well for many, many years. Lauren has been here only a year but has moved seamlessly into our TBERS family. It has
been my great joy to teach Hebrew and help our B’nei Mitzvah students prepare to lead our congregation at their B’nei Mitzvah
services. This process is transformational for every child, and it is a spiritual experience for me to be a part of this. 


In addition to coordinating our special events, our outstanding School and Youth Committee continues to provide leadership and
support as we constantly evaluate our program and make plans for the future. I want to thank Al and Gina Feldblum (chairs),
Julie Braude, Missy Noon, Melinda Gibbons, and Tara Bain. We welcome Briana Rosenbaum to our committee for 2018Ǧ2019. If
there are others who want to join this committee, we welcome you. You do not have to have a child in our school to be on our
committee. Of course, I cannot forget Rabbi Erin Boxt, who has jumped in with both feet (literally at the AJCC Pool on our i day
of school). Rabbi Erin has brought an excitement to our school and we look forward to great things to come. Truly none of this
year would have been possible without you, our parents. You have made a commitment to providing your child a Jewish
education. In this fast paced world in which every child has a separate array of school and extraǦcurricular activities, you carve
out time for religious education that goes way beyond B’nei Mitzvah preparation. You and we understand the importance of
making lasting Jewish connections both spiritually and socially. 


Aaron Shagan becomes Bar Mitzvah Saturday, June 9, at 10:30 a.m.
We are proud to announce that Aaron Shagan will be called to the Torah as our inal Bar Mitzvah of the school year. Aaron is 
son of Robert and Allisen Shagan and brother to Lauren, Sam, and Jack. Aaron has been a student in religious school since he 
very young. He is a delightful young man who loves sports. While other students have been enjoying vacation, Aaron has spent
many summer hours preparing to lead this service and read from the Torah. Aaron’s Torah Coach is Deborah Roberts. Rabbi Boxt
will of iciate. I hope you will join the entire Shagan family for this important life cycle event. At 6:00 p.m. on Friday, June 8, Aaron
will participate in the Shabbat evening service and the Shagan family will host the oneg. 


A word about Midweek Hebrew:
We talked with our Midweek students on the last day of class. They had very positive things to say about how much they learned
and how much fun they had. I think they were surprised about both! This has been a terri ic year for Midweek Hebrew. As I
prepare students for B’nei Mitzvah, I can see what a difference it makes in the child’s skills and con idence when they come on
Wednesdays. Regardless of what school they attend or what grade they are in, our students have bonded as a group. We have a
philosophy of “Hebrew without tears,” and I am amazed at how many prayers our students have learned to read and chant. One
of my 6 graders said, “I can’t believe that I really looked forward to coming to Midweek Hebrew this year.” 
As you plan your child’s school schedule for fall, remember that Midweek Hebrew for 4Ǧ grades is 4:30Ǧ6:00 on Wednesdays.
We had very good luck with carpools this year, so plan ahead. I realize you cannot always attend, but every time you come, it
Ǩ



Are you interested in your child catching up in Hebrew or getting a jump on B’nei Mitzvah
preparation during the summer in a fun, non-threatening way? I am considering the possibility
of providing something this summer. Contact Norma James if interested.

Quick Note:
Please put August 12 on your calendar for our Back to School Pool Party.
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Sisterhood Happenings
By Tammy Stone, Sisterhood President



On April 6 Sisterhood led a lovely Shabbat
evening service. Thank you to all ladies who
either participated in the service, acted as an
usher, or contributed to the bountiful Oneg.
Thank you to Rabbi for the special blessing
during services.

On April 15 Steven Dean, Personal Trainer
and Nutritionist ,was our guest for a beautiful
brunch. He gave us advice on proper nutrition,
stretching, strengthening, and overall health.
The program came at a perfect time Ȃ just
before summer and we all get more active. We
had a great time getting active and learning
proper ways to do so.

Thank you to all who continue to make our
bimah look beautiful on Friday nights through
the Beiler Flower Fund and to those who add
sweetness to Oneg Shabbats by being a host.
You help make Friday night services more
meaningful for all! 

Rosh Chodesh Av
Celebrate with Sisterhood3
at
Temple Beth El
Thursday, July 12
6:00 p.m.
The combined Sisterhoods of Heska
Amuna, JCOR, and Temple Beth El will
celebrate Rosh Chodesh Elul at TBE on the
evening of July 12.
Arrive in the social hall at 6:00 p.m. for a
light meal, our brief service, and a
discussion.
We are excited that Dr. Gilya Schmidt will
be with us to share her knowledge and
insights about Tisha b’Av.
RSVP to Meredith Jaffe at
ldlady@charter.net or
(908) 507-2889.

REVIEW of another book in the TBE Library by Henry A. Fribourg

The Last Nazi: Josef Schwammberger and the Nazi Past
by Aaron Freiwald and Martin Mendelson. 1994. W. W. Norton & Co. 362 pp.

SS Sergeant Josef Schwammberger was commandant of three slaveǦlabor camps. He was
arrested by the Allies in 1945, but managed to escape to Argentina where he lived for 40 years
before being recaptured, with considerable assistance from Simon Wiesenthal. In 1992, in a
Stuttgart courtroom, he was charged with numerous murders and the liquidation of the ghetto of 
Przemysl, Poland. Even though his actions had occurred 50 years earlier, there were enough
elderly survivors who were able to travel from several countries to testify at his trial. These feeble
survivors, some of them with hesitant memories, confronted him and, in their testimony,
described in detail the cruelty with which he had acted numerous times during the war.
Schwammberger was convicted of murdering 25 Jews, a very small portion of the atrocities he
committed, since he liquidated ghettoes in three cities and shot numerous victims pointǦblank in
plain public view. He was sentenced to spend his remaining years in a German prison. 

The authors describe in considerable detail the background and actions of the criminal who, even though of average mental
acuity, rose through the nonǦcommissioned ranks to positions of authority over victims of the Dritte Reich. They blend the details
of his life with those of the survivors, so that sometimes it is dif icult to sort out what is happening. They stress Schwammger's
ordinariness to force the reader to ponder the terrible enigma of the Holocaust and ask what the concept of Justice can mean in
the wake of such enormous crimes.

Was Justice served in the highly publicized trial? Did Germany and the Germans commit an act of selfǦ lagellation and an act
of de iance by holding this trial? Why was he allowed to be left in peace for so many years until politics in both Germany and
Argentina inally allowed his extradition and arrest. The authors suggest that the unspoken message from the Germans was:
“See? We have put ourselves through this once again. Now leave us alone.'' The authors suggest that both Germany and the world
needed, in 1994, to at last face the past, work through the events and digest them, and never repeat such an episode, especia in
view of the creeping amnesia which was leading to increasing toleration of neoǦNazi youth and of those who deny that the gas
chambers ever existed; such an underǦcurrent of thought was perhaps prevalent in Germany at the time the book was published.
This is not a fun book; it is grim as it weighs vital questions of guilt, responsibility, and forgiveness.
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Shagan to Celebrate
Bar Mitzvah June 9

Aaron Morris Shagan will become a Bar
Mitzvah on June 9, 2018. He is the son of
Robert and Allisen Shagan and brother of
Lauren, Sam, and Jack.

Aaron has been a student at Temple Beth
El religious school since preschool. He is a
seventh grade honor student at Farragut
Middle school. He plays the alto saxophone in
the band. He loves to play basketball, football,
and baseball. Aaron is a Vol for Life fan.

Everyone is welcometo join us on this
special day.

Join Us at our

Guitar Shabbat Service
Friday, June 15
7:00 p.m.

5

6

Temple Beth El Times  June 2018

Contributions to the Funds of Temple Beth El
Donations listed were received as of April 27, 2018
AUCTION DONATION
Donation by: Howard and Janice
Pollock
CARING COMMITTEE FUND
In memory of Joan B. Porter
By: Rob and Honerlin Del Moro
In memory of David Bush
By: Deborah Roberts
In memory of Dr. Stanley Vogelfang
By: Jill Vogelfang and Gerry Milligan

In memory of Jeffrey Epstein & Dora
Kohen and In honor of our daughter,
Dr. Sharon Hatch earning her doctorate
By: Ed and Linda Wentraub

HERMINA BEILER FLORAL FUND
In memory of Anna K. Bush
By: Deborah Roberts
In memory of Leonard Licht
By: Richard Licht and Shirley McGuire
In honor of Sisterhood Shabbat
By: Sisterhood
CLARENCE STRASBURGER FUND
In memory of Sesto Del Moro
In memory of my brother, Charles C.
By: Rob and Honerlin Del Moro
(Sonny) Strasburger & Rabbi Matt
In honor of Zoe Feldblum
Derby
By: Al and Gina Feldblum
By: Linda Bolt
In memory of David Baker &
In memory of my beloved mother, Lillian William Derrington
Silverman Richer
By: Susan Baker
By: Nancy Jane Richer
LESTER POPKIN CAMP
In memory of Charlotte Kayser
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
By: Gilya Schmidt
In honor of Leona’s 100th birthday
ENDOWMENT FUND
By: Josh & Rachel Feinman and
Donations by: Anonymous
Phoebe & Hugh Gurin
FRIBOURG-BRUNSCHWIG
MARX FAMILY EDUCATION FUND
HOLOAUST MEMORIAL EDUCATION In memory of Ursula Marx
& OBSERVATION FUND
By: Trudy Dreyer
In memory of Henry Goldberg
In memory of Ursula & Harry Marx
By: Harvey and Judith Kaufman
By: Cindy Trobaugh
GENERAL FUND
In memory of Sam Arbital
By: Jeff and Susan Arbital
In memory of Leon Potter
By: Ivan Brody
Donations by: Michael Eisenstadt and
Mary Beth Leibowitz
In memory of Stuart Bowen Elston and
John Elston
By: Stu and Jan Elston
In memory of Sidney Kay
By: Harold and Shirley Freedman
In memory of my grandfather, Morris
Goodfriend and my mother, Shirlie
Goodfriend
By: Gary and Linda Johnson
Donations by: Josh and Cherine Perrin
In honor of Lou Gross on receiving the
2018 SEC Faculty Achievement Award
and Marilyn Kallet on her upcoming
retirement
By: Deborah Roberts
In memory of Naum Safro
By: Ilya and Bella Safro

In memory of Ursula Marx
By: Jim Scheiner
In memory of Ursula Marx
By: Gilya Schmidt
PATIO AND GROUNDS FUND
In memory of Maxine Arbital
By: Jeff & Susan Arbital
PRESERVATION FUND
In memory of Donald Pardee &
Sarah Goldfarb
By: Liz Gassel and Michael Pardee
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of Robert Feinberg
By: Ruth Feinberg
In memory of Morris Goodfriend
By: Bob and Wendy Goodfriend
In honor of Avigail Laing
By: Geoffrey and Heather Laing
In memory of Elaine Lewis
By: Steve and Grace Lewis
In memory of Julian Lewis
By: Roy and Carol Loring
In memory of Jessica Hiller Rosenthal

Rabbi Erin Boxt
rabbiboxt@tbeknox.org
Howard Pollock, President
president@tbeknox.org
Norma James,
Religious School Director
normajames@tbeknox.org
Tina Fleeman
Temple Beth El Office Staff
secretary@tbeknox.org
TBE Office Phone:
(865) 524-3521
Fax: (865) 525-6030
Temple Office Hours:
Monday – Friday:
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Our Mission
To inspire individuals to know, live,
and shape our Jewish legacy.
In fulfilling our mission, we value our place in
the chain of traditions, the diversity of those
who seek to join us in our venture, and the
kindness essential to a sacred community.

www.tbeknox.org
By: Jean and Susan Millis
In honor of Rabbi Boxt for allowing
to be interviewed and for many more
discussions to come
By: Hannah Bowling
In memory of Morris Friedman
By: Fred and Ava Radoff
In memory of Roxanne Joffe
By: Mary Linda Schwarzbart
In memory of Sam Ginsberg &
Stan Sherman
By: Barry and Brenda Sherman
In honor of Rabbi Boxt
By: Kathy Young
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DONATION
Donations by: Gene and Pat
Rosenberg
SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND
In honor of Ken Hirsh
By: Harold and Shirley Freedman
SUPPLEMENTAL CARING FUND
In memory of Joan B. Porter
By: Rob and Honerlin Del Moro
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Mon
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3

4

9:30a Morning Minyan-HA
10a Annual
Congregational Mtg-HA
11a Israeli dancing-JCOR
1p Hadassah “Hawaiian
Luau”
7:15-8:15p Judaism 201HA

Tue

Specialty Camps
STEM Camp
July 9-13
Mini-Adventure
Camp July 30-Aug 3

Wed

MCDC Favorites!
•
•

Mad Scientists/
Star Wars July 9-13
COLOR WARS
July 16-20

5

Thu

Fri

1

MCDC Camp:
Rising K-6 Grades
TAPS (Teen Adventure
4:45p JFS ShabbatProgram): Rising 7-9 Grades
Sherrill Hills
6:30p Sunset Minyan-HA
See page 19 for
7p Shabbat Service -TBE
7:15p Shabbat Hootenanny
information.
Cookout-HA

2
9:30a-noon Shabbat
Service--HA
9:30a Shabbat ServiceJCOR

6

7

Week 2: MCDC
10:15a Yoga-JCOR
Running Specialty Camp, 6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
see page 19
6p Exec Comm-TBE
7a Morning Minyan-HA
9-10:30a Mommy MeetUp-The Empty Cup
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR
6-9:30p Fencing-AJCC
Gym

9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7-8p Talmud Study-HA

7a Morning Minyan-HA
6p Shabbat Service -TBE
11a Adult Ed/Torah Study
-TBE
Noon Lunch & LearnJCOR
7:30-9:30p Israeli
Dancing-Gym

9:30a-noon Shabbat
Service--HA
9:30a Shabbat ServiceJCOR
10:30a Aaron Shagan
bar mitzvah-TBE

10

11

13

14

16

8:30a Breakfast ClubJCOR
9:30a Morning Minyan-HA
10-11:30a Religious
School Tours-HA
11a Israeli dancing-JCOR
7:15p Judaism 301-HA

Week 3: MCDC
10:15a Yoga-JCOR
Running Specialty Camp, 6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
see page 19
6:30p Board Mtg-TBE
7a Morning Minyan-HA
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR
6-9:30p Fencing-AJCC
Gym

9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym78p Talmud Study-HA
7-9p Hadassah BoardAJCC Orwitz Rm

7a Morning Minyan-HA
7p Guitar Shabbat
11a Adult Ed/Torah Study- Service -TBE
TBE
Noon Lunch & Learn-JCOR
7p Board Mtg-HA
7:30-9:30p Israeli DancingGym

9:30a-noon Shabbat
Service--HA
9:30a Women’s League
New Board Installation
Service-HA
9:30a Shabbat ServiceJCOR

17

18

19

20

21

23

9:30a Morning Minyan-HA
10a Adult Hebrew-HA
11a Judaism 101-HA
11a Israeli dancing-JCOR
7:15p Judaism 201-HA

Week 4: MCDC
Running Specialty Camp,
see page 19
Camping Adventure
Specialty Camp, includes
2 overnight camping
days, see page 19
7a Morning Minyan-HA
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR
6-9:30p AJCC Gym

10:15a Yoga-JCOR
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7:30p Hadassah Book
Group-Lilac Girls-Barnes
& Noble

9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR
3:30-5p Mommy Meet-Up
-The Empty Cup
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7-8p Talmud Study-HA

7a Morning Minyan-HA
7p Shabbat Service -TBE
11a Adult Ed/Torah Study
-TBE
Noon-FriendshippersSherrill Hills
Noon Lunch & LearnJCOR
4p AJCC Pool closes
for swim meet
preparation
6:30p Swim meet vs.
Rockwood

9:30a-noon Shabbat
Service--HA
9:30a Shabbat ServiceJCOR

24

25

26

27

28

30

9:30a Morning Minyan-HA
10a Adult Hebrew-HA
11a Judaism 101-HA
11a Israeli dancing-JCOR
6-8 p.m. Seeds of
Abraham Pot Luck-AJCC
Pool/Fire Pit
7:15p Judaism 301-HA

Week 5: MCDC
10:15a Yoga-JCOR
Horseback Riding
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
Specialty Camp, page 19
Running Specialty Camp,
see page 19
7a Morning Minyan-HA
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR
6-9:30p Fencing-AJCC

9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7-8p Talmud Study-HA

7a Morning Minyan-HA
7p Board Installation &
11a Adult Ed/Torah Study Shabbat Service-TBE
-TBE
Noon Lunch & LearnJCOR
7:30-9:30p Israeli
Dancing-Gym

12

SAVE THE DATE

Community
Shabbat at the Pool
Friday, August 17
Services, dinner, fellowship

WEDNESDAY
Women Only

8

Sat

15

22

29

9

9:30a-noon Shabbat
Service--HA
9:30a Shabbat ServiceJCOR

Noon-2:00 p.m.
Wednesdays: 6/13, 6/27, 7/11, 7/25
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: 8/8, 8/15, 8/22, 8/29

Pool Days at the AJCC

♦

AJCC Annual or Pool
Membership required.

♦
♦

Male children age 8 and under and all female children
are allowed at the pool with their mothers at this time.
Female-only pool staff and lifeguards will be on duty
during these hours
AJCC Members may bring guests with them for
$2.00/guest per day.
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Suzy Snoops




Ha’Kol welcomes your good news. Please send information to jyork@jewishknoxville.org or to the Ha’Kol newsletter, c/o
Knoxville Jewish Alliance, 6800 Deane Hill Drive, Knoxville, TN 37919.

 Marilyn Kallet received the L.R. Hesler Award at the 2018 UT Chancellor's Honors Banquet. The
Nancy Moore Goslee Professor of English, Kallet has been a leader of the poetry community on
campus and in the Knoxville area since joining the faculty in 1981. She has an international
reputation and has published 17 books of poetry that explore
the broad realm of human experience, from dealing with loss to
falling in love. She has chaired the campus’s Creative Writing
program and arranged for major American poets to visit
campus. She reads her children’s book, Jack the Healing Cat, for
children in homeless shelters and recites love poetry for the
residents of a local retirement center.
 Mazel tov to Louis Gross, who was honored with the 2018
SEC Faculty Achievement Award. He is an Alvin and Sally
Beaman Distinguished Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary

Biology and Mathematics. Gross is also director of the 
UT Institute for Environmental Modeling and of the
National Institute for Mathematical and Biological

Synthesis (NIMBioS). The award recognizes professors
from the 14 SEC schools who have outstanding records
in teaching and scholarship. Gross is the spouse of Marilyn Kallet so double Mazel Tov to
Ǩ
 Mazel tov to Erik Golub, who received the Spirit Award from the Matawan Regional
Football Alumni Association in New Jersey. He is the son of Lester and Betty Golub.
 Helene Sinnreich recognized as Graduate Research Mentor of the Year by Graduate
Student Senate UTK. She is Directorof the Fern and Manfred Steinfeld Program 
in Judaic Studies.
 Congratulations to Debbie and Samantha AbramsǦ for being nominated as
volunteers of the month of April at Humane Society of the Tennessee Valley.
 Mazel Tov to Stephanie Rodriguez

and Aaron Bronstein on their marriage
March 18 and a hearty Mazel Tov to
Stephanie's parents Jenny Pfeffer and
Carlos Rodriguez and sister Vanessa. 
 Mazel Tov Alan and Karen Smuckler
and daughter Brett., who had a baby girl.
Brett and baby and older brother are doing
Ǥ
 Artists Caitlin Seidler and Shelley
Mangold created some friendly birds for
the UT Garden’s A Joyful Flight:
Hummingbird Exhibit, which will be on
display all summer. This exhibit is the 
UT Gardens’ inaugural Art in the Gardens
Sinnreich
exhibit and features 28 local artists who
have artistically interpreted this year’s
theme of hummingbirds. The UT Gardens are located just off Neyland Drive,
adjacent to the UT Veterinary Medical Center. 
Caitlin Seidler and Shelley Mangold with their artwork, 
which they named “Feathered Frenzy,” at the UT Gardens.
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The following is excerpted from my forthcoming
contribution to V’Shamru (New Paradigm Matrix)
By Rabbi Alon C. Ferency


18 Sivan-17 Tamuz

INSIDE THIS ISSUE


When teaching newer students, I often refer to the
Rabbi’s Remarks.................10
motto of Shabbat similarly to the motto of camping: “Take
only memories; leave only footprints.” Let things be things.
President’s Remarks....11
That is, on a Saturday as in Glacier National Park, our
Women’s League.....12
effort is to effect as little change as possible. Whether
Events & Programs....12-13
Shabbat or backpacking, we try not to disturb the natural
order, whether by consuming, cutting, burning, or
Religious School News....14
modifying the environment any more than is necessary.
Contributions....17
Like camping, Sabbath reminds us that we live in a matrix
of spaceǦtime that transcends us. If Sabbath were like a
camping trip, how would we pack?

Among other things, one ought to get excited for the journey. During my last year of University, a friend and I prepared for a
Ǧcountry bicycle trip. We could imagine the saddleǦsores, the fear of crossing the Continental Divide, braving inclement
weather and adverse conditions, but our trepidation was tempered by excitement. We ordered maps from a cycling society,
compared with a road atlas, purchased tools, conferred among our family and friends about where we might stay and with whom,
and formulated a packing list. This got us ready logistically, and also spiritually enthused about the upcoming voyage: for the road
we’d mapped and the vistas and friends we’d see. Such experience is common to event planning: whether a concert, a weekend
congregational retreat, or a dinner date Ȃ half the fun is anticipation.

To be free of distraction necessitates a period of preparation beforehand. Chizkuni (Hezekiah ben Manoah, France, 13
century) noticed the same of our passage: What is the function of ǯ as regards the Sabbath? How might one “guard” or
“keep” a day, with its sanctity? He offers, “They shall have in mind the next Sabbath during the six working days, looking ford
to it, and preparing for it in order not to need to desecrate it when it comes.”

Get ready; get excited; think ahead. If you prepare for rest, it can serve you well. Then, you have to ind ways to carry the
experience forward. Whereas mindfulness and insight meditation strive not to regret the past nor worry of the future, perhaps a
message of Shabbat is that to be mindful is an occasional state that enhances other states. We prepare for “presence” with
anticipation, and we re lect on it with euphoric recall. Restless anticipation is a thunderous overture before the transcendent
Ǥ

Furthermore, both Ibn Ezra (Abraham ben Meir Ibn Ezra, Spain, 1089Ǧ1167) and Rashi (Shlomo Yitzchaki, France, 1040Ǧ
1105), medieval sages with very different backgrounds and outlooks, come to a similar conclusion about what Sabbath
observance entails. To the former, it requires that “one set one’s needs and ways on Friday”; to the latter, “when Shabbat co, it
is in your eyes as though all your work were done, and there should not be rumination of working.” 

Like any other Jewish practice, Sabbath observance comes through training. “The purpose of observance,” Abraham Joshua
Heschel said, “is to train us in achieving spiritual ends.”  keep our souls it and trim, with discipline like a spiritual gym.
Judaism keeps us “properly it for the tasks to come.” Michael Fishbane calls this the ‘prepared’ and ‘resolute heart’ (lev nakhon).”
Our goal may be to meet God with faith, love and awe.

Most of Jewish practice is in effort to meet the moment through spiritual exercise. As one might sprint, lift weights, stretch
and dribble in readiness for the soccer pitch, we exert ourselves on the training ield of the week, in order to experience the “big
match” of Sabbath rest. (That’s of a piece to the irony of “active rest.”) As Hemingway’s protagonist said in The Old Man and the
, “Every day is a new day. It is better to be lucky. But I would rather be exact. Then when luck comes you are ready.” Like
Hemingway’s isherman, we all train for special moments, and for Shabbat in particular.

3811 Kingston Pike  Knoxville, TN 37919  865.522.0701  www.heskaamuna.org
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The Real Meaning of Presidential Privilege
By Mary Ann Merrell, Heska Amuna Synagogue President


Some days, I ind it hard to comprehend that my term as president has reached its midpoint. Taking time to re lect on this is
important for many reasons, the least of which is that it is a stark reminder that my toǦdo list is longer than when I began so I’d
best to get a hoppin’. 
I freely admit that I have
enjoyed many honors and
moments as your
congregational president thus
far. Some are quite predictable
Ȃ offering an aliyah to a new
congregant, sharing the sense of
accomplishment with the
religious school children and
stalwart adult congregants as
they chanted their irst torah
reading at Simchat Torah,
saying the Amidah on the back
porch at Cumberland Falls State
Park on a spectacular fall day
with others attending the Kallah
who had discovered the quiet
beauty of that day and that
moment. 
But what I recall most
strongly of all is how privileged
I felt to experience sharing a
family’s unbridled love for each
other and the way in which they
celebrated their Judaism and
the achievements of the bar
mitzvah boyǦǦman in their
Jonah celebrating with his mother and father (Shuli and Gabriel), brothers Noah and Elijah,
midst. As Jonah Mesa’s tutor, I
had a bird’s eye view of the path sister Evyn, and 94 yearǦyoung greatǦgrandmother Ruth Goldhar.
to that day for him and his
family. Jonah was a teacher’s dream manifested Ȃ a student who made “diligent” an understatement, who took immense and
contagious pride in getting it right, who clearly did not want to be tutored some days but found a way to keep his humor and do
the lesson anyway. 
Jonah’s parents, Shuli and Garbriel, clearly deserve much of the credit for paving the way to a weekend simcha where every
detail was perfectly drawn. But their entire family also deserves equal billing on the credit marquee. Jonah’s grandfather, Ri
Moshe Elbaz, led Pseukei DeZimra and Shaharit services so beautifully (you can listen to “El Adon” and other prayers on our
website). And, Jonah most de initely stepped up to the challenges one after another Ȃ leading services, tackling a long haftorah,
honing a Torah reading, envisioning his parshah as the “World’s Greatest Mitzvah Comic: The Marvelous Moses” (only 15₵ in the
US and 25₵ in the UK Ȃ with a 1Ǧstar “Israel Approved” rating!) 

But my privilege was not just being his tutor or sharing the journey with his family to reach that day Ǧ it was also in being
Gabbai for Jonah’s irstǦever Torah reading, sharing that with him, and sharing the moment as his greatǦgrandmother, Ruth
Goldhar, recited the blessings for his reading. Mrs. Goldhar, born in an era when girls were not allowed to celebrate a bat
mitzvah, through her deep sense of devotion became a bat mitzvah when she was 64. I have never heard anyone recite the
blessings with such intensity, with such verve, or with such love and pride as Mrs. Goldhar. Jonah’s reading, perfectly done,
enveloped by his great grandǦmother’s sense of our sacred traditions Ȃ a privilege, shared with all of us indeed. 
 And as Jonah would say, ǲThe end...or is it? Stay tuned. With great power comes great responsibility!”

PLEASE JOIN US!
Heska Amuna’s Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, June 3 —10:00 a.m. — Heska Amuna Synagogue Rosen Social Hall
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Women’s League at Heska Amuna:

Tradition and Change:
The Evolving Soul of the Jewish Experience
By Barb Levin, President


I face this particular ǯ contribution with a complicated feeling of exhilaration and sadness;
this will be my last article as president of the Heska Amuna Women’s League (HAWL). The label,
“immediate past president” is always a desired role, but I need to say that I have enjoyed my two
years as president. While I am personally ready to move on and have a role within International
Women’s League, I want to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to all who have worked
with me. Fortunately, the new administration of Women’s League under Lisa Jacobson is eager to get
started, and very focused on the needs of our Heska Amuna community. I am ready to work with her
and her team as they develop programs for the women in our congregation and reach out to serve
both the synagogue and the broader community. 
Over the past year, Women’s League has changed more than its name. The group has chosen
selected goals to enhance the experience of women in the synagogue. Because of the richness of
programming in the community, Women’s League has decided to align with others Ȃ Hadassah and
Barb Levin
the Sisterhoods of the other synagogues to present joint programs and combine efforts for community
service. This has been a fruitful endeavor with better program offerings and more interaction among women. Indicative of this
effort is the ongoing Rosh Chodesh program, which thanks to Anne Greenbaum of the Jewish Congregation of Oak Ridge, is alive
and thriving. This is a monthly celebration of the new moon and an opportunity for women to come together and study or just
hang out.
HAWL has also worked internally on joint programs within the synagogue. Jewish Learning at Home (JLAH) developed and
successfully run by Anna IroffǦBailey has collaborated closely with the Heska Amuna religious school to assure congregationǦ
based learning for the past two years. In addition, Lisa Jacobson and Jeannie Bobroff interacted with Harriet Cooper and the
Facilities Committee to replace the ovens, and there has been much discussion on improving the relationship with kitchen
oversight to assure better functioning in the kitchen. Peggy Littmann has done an excellent job coordinating our efforts in the
synagogue. Melissa Sturm’s extraordinary commitment to the Judaica Shop has enhanced all events and programs at the
synagogue. Andrea Cone as communication chair has worked closely with Beverly Wilcox and the of ice to increase the low of
information within the congregation. Finally, HAWL has made a commitment to the Cemetery Committee and provided all the
pro its from the annual Yizkor Book to this group. From meetings with Peggy Littmann, Yizkor Book chair, Josh Hedrick,
Cemetery Committee chair, and Rabbi Ferency, a series of programs on death and burial practices will be sponsored this
summer. 
Women’s League has changed both on a regional basis and internationally. Jennifer Wood from Augusta is the new
president of Southern Region. She is coming to Heska Amuna on June 16 for installation of the new board. Jennifer has a
background in notǦǦpro it management and an exciting outlook on how to involve women of all interests in synagogue life.
Margie Miller, International President, is also a change maker. She comes to her role with the eye of a social worker and suror
of 911, and is striving to make the resources of the international of ice available to individuals and congregational groups Ǧline
and through direct consultation. 
It has been a full and exciting two years; not everything has run smoothly, but overall the low has been positive. I have
many people to thank. My executive board Ȃ Shelley Hecht, Shuli Mesa, Lisa Jacobson, Melissa Sturm, Marian Jay, Andrea Cone,
Peggy Littmann, Jeannie Bobroff, Dahlia Smith, Judi Abrams, Harriet Glasman, and Anna IroffǦBailey, has been fantastic Ȃ
supportive, trustworthy, and innovative. I also want to thank all the women who have stepped up and volunteered to take on so
many different roles and help out on a moment’s notice. 
We are blessed here at Heska Amuna with a very active and supportive leadership team. Initially I worked with Hal Manas
and Raphe Panitz, who did a good job. Of course, Ken Brown and Mary Ann Merrell are the dynamic duo, and I have enjoyed
being involved in all their exciting changes. Rabbi Ferency and Beverly Wilcox, as synagogue staff, provide a good base and
grounding for all these changes; they have been there to help out each time I had a request or a need. 

So, as I said initially, tradition and change go hand in hand in our Jewish life. As we celebrate Sabbath weekly and rotate
around a yearly festival cycles, each day and each event brings together the new and the old. Women’s League in the past two
years has lourished because of this blending of tradition and innovation. I feel assured that with Lisa in the role of presit,
this pattern for success will continue.
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Don’t miss Sunset Minyan on Friday, June 1 at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by our Shabbat Hootenanny Cookout at 7:15 p.m.

When You Know These Notes to Sing:.
In Appreciation of a Grand Workshop Presented by Josh Gettinger

Thank you to Josh Gettinger for creating an outstanding
workshop to raise the TorahǦreading skills of congregants from
Heska Amuna and the Jewish Congregation of Oak Ridge.
Through a whirlwind morning of learning the importance of
pronunciation, rhythm, and melody (and the exact right time to
pause), Josh helped each of us build on our experience to move
closer to truly becoming a ba'al keriyah, a master of chant. We
were guided to listen to the grammar of chant hidden in the
melody of trop and many of us were intrigued and surprised by
what we heard. 

As Pat Messing noted after the workshop, which echoed
many thoughts of others who attended, “I thoroughly enjoyed
the workshop and learned a great deal. The workshop exceeded
my expectations…it actually helped remind me why I'm so
Josh Gettinger shared his approach to chanting Torah with
passionate about reading Torah...I've been reading now for 
Heska Amuna and JCOR members.
21 years but I still feel that I've got a lot to learn and the workshop
was a very positive step for me as I continue on that path.” 

If you are interested in attending a future workshop, please let us know. Materials from the workshop are available on our
website. 
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אמיריםŵŝƌŝŵWƌŽŐƌĂŵĂƚ,ĞƐŬĂŵƵŶĂ^ǇŶĂŐŽŐƵĞ
ZĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƚŚĞ^ƵŵŵŝƚŽĨ>ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ
Introducing Our New Educaonal Program
>ĞĚďǇDĂƌƚŚĂ/ƌŽīĂŶĚZĞǀŝƚĂů'ĂŶǌŝ


Heska Amuna’s Interim Religious School Director is Martha Iroff 
I joined Heska Amuna Synagogue in 1982 when I married Marty Iroff. Our daughters Anna, Ellen and Rachel, all attended and
worked in our school. Since the late 1980s, I’ve taught several grades in the school, Gan Gadol (Preschool
through irst grade), chaired our Education Committee, and was a parent volunteer. 
Professionally, I retired from Knox County Schools following a 36Ǧyear career as a special education
teacher and district Special Education Facilitator. I enjoy developing educational plans that allow students
to successfully learn and teachers to successfully teach.
In addition to my volunteer work at Heska Amuna, I also serve in the larger Jewish community through
the KJA Board, my work with the AJCC Preschool and camps, and the Education Committee at Knoxville
Day School. 
Martha’s duties will include:
• Align Vision and Mission to curriculum
• Differentiate educational program to meet the needs of diverse learners.
• Hire, train, and evaluate teachers with Education Vice Chair
Martha Iroff
• Outline Jewish Holiday programming for toddlers through teens including babysitting, junior
services, and educational activities.
• Oversee B’nai Mitzvah preparation
• Manage school budget, tuition, and payroll
• Communicate school functions to parents and community (e.g. HaKol, NuNews, Facebook, etc.)


The Director of Educational Programs is Revital Ganzi who recently returned to Knoxville from
Boston, MA, with her husband Ra i Sagiv, and their beautiful daughter, Talia. Revital grew up in Tel Aviv,
Israel and is a graduate of the College of Management in Israel. As an immigration of icer in the Israeli
Defense Forces, Revital was specially trained in Hebrew Immersion Education. Of icer Ganzi served to
prepare new immigrants for life in Israel, both linguistically and culturally. In Knoxville (the irst time!),
Revital worked as a Hebrew instructor at the University of Tennessee, the Stanford Eisenberg Knoxville
Jewish Day School, Heska Amuna Synagogue, and Temple Beth El.
Revital recently graduated from Brandeis University with an MAT in Jewish Education and Hebrew
Instruction. While in Boston, Revital was employed at several institutions and organizations,
Revital Ganzi
including: Hebrew College, Merkaz Ivri, Hebrew Play, and the Jewish Community Day School. She was active
in the Israeli American Council and the Vilna Shul Organization for Young Jewish Leaders. Revital currently teaches in the
summer Hebrew Immersion Program at Middlebury College, works as a Hebrew Instructor and eMentor for the United States Air
Force, and is a Hebrew Instruction Consultant at Knoxville Jewish Day School.
Revital’s duties will include: 
• Align Vision and Mission to curriculum
• Implementing the pro iciency approach for teaching Modern Hebrew as a second language.
• Implementing standards and benchmarks for teaching Chumash stories.
• Implementing innovative teaching practices through the use of educational technology.
• Outreach to nonǦmembers, as well as solicit needs and feedback.
• Engage and unite Greater Knoxville Jewish community and the IsraeliǦGreater Knoxville community, and strengthen the
bonds to the state of Israel.

Synagogue Welcomes New Kitchen Supervisor

Heska Amuna Synagogue is excited and pleased to announce that Kimberly Ault has accepted the
position as our new Kitchen Supervisor at Heska Amuna. Kimberly’s academic certi ications along with
her three decades of passion for all things culinary makes her a delightful, and valued, addition to our
Ǥ Her attention to detail and her experience in our kosher kitchen working alongside Gabe Spenser
combined with her talent and heartfelt love of our congregation is a winning combination for all. 

If you have noticed the special kiddushim this spring with a certain lair or a “knockǦǦ Ǧoff”
dessert, that is Kimberly's vision coming through. Welcome, Kimberly!
Kimberly Ault

Heska Amuna Synagogue HaShofar  June 2018
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Chai Club: A Summer Program for Families!
Who: All Heska Amuna families
What: Continue Jewish learning through the summer and win
fun prizes!
When: June 1 – August 1, 2018
Where: At home, on vacation, and anywhere in between!
How to play: Use the log below to track your family’s Jewish
experiences this summer. Points will be awarded for
each activity completed and prizes will be distributed
when school begins.
Please submit completed form, along with pictures or
stories, by email, mail, or hand delivery to the school before August 8 to be eligible
and for all to enjoy in the new school year. Email: education@heskaamuna.org
MOST IMPORTANT: Have fun!
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Contributions From Caring People
Donations received as of April 17, 2018

Evelyn and Steven Oberman, sponsor
Eytan and Mari Klausner, Marilyn
Burnett, Miriam Weinstein, Mary Ann

and Bryan Merrell, Markus Eisenbach,
Cemetery Fund
Harriet Cooper, Paul Mareth, Melissa
In honor of Joyce & Harold Diftler 

 by Marilyn Burnett


Outside Beauti,ication
ǦPresser Fund
In honor of Marilyn Burnett's new
 Marilyn Presser
grandson; in honor of Marilyn Presser's

In honor of Marilyn Presser’s 90
90th birthday
ǣ
 Lisa Cohn, Erwin Bloom and Maureen  By Jeff and Anita Miller

 Ezzo, Barbara Chub
Yahrzeit Fund

In memory of Annie Green, Lillian
Defenders of the Faith Fund
In memory of mother Marilyn Green=ield Weinbren, and other Green Family
 by Jeffrey & Anita Miller
 by Stuart Brotman and Gloria
In memory of Harold Leibowitz
 Green ield

 by Michael Eisenstadt and Mary Beth
General Fund
 
Local Chesed & Shalom Chesed websites In loving memory of Norbert Slovis
 by Hannah Bowling
 by Linda GrayǦ

In memory of Frances Schanowitz
Gertrude Glazer & Israel Cohen
 by William and Ellen Berez
Endowment Fund
In memory of husband Bert Gurwitch
In memory of Israel Cohen, Anna Cohen,
 by Janet Gurwitch
Gunsa Glazer, Ida Glazer, Aaron Glazer,
In memory of Charlotte Kayser
Louis Glazer, Bessie Glazer, Gertrude
 by Gilya Schmidt
Glazer Cohen
In memory of Eugene Cornez
 by Arnold Cohen

by Linda Kutsubos

In
memory
of Hilda Nisenson
Kiddush Sponsor

by
Linda
Effron
Harold and Joyce Diftler
In
memory
of
Sarah and Gary Miller 
Barry and Heidi Allen
 by Jeff and Anita Miller
In memory of Esther Leah Panitz
In memory of Paul Cawn, Samuel Grusin 
 by Raphe and Suzette Panitz

 by Judith Rattner
Religious School Fundraiser
In memory of Rosie Frumin
Susan Koller, Bernie and Barbara
 by Joani and Gary Leeds, Ardell Terry,
Bernstein, Gabriel and Shuli Mesa,
 and Jim Atsaides
Jaclyn and Rabbi Elbaz, Marty and
 
Martha Iroff, Linda Kutsubos, 
Yom HaShoah candles
Jack Love and Theresa Lee
 Nicole Russler
Building Fund 
In memory of father David Krauss 
 by Sigmund and Brenda Mosko



Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Bernard and Ann Bendriem, Gilya
Schmidt, Jeffrey and Anita Miller,
Michael Burnett, David and Joyce
Beerman, Mary Linda Schwarzbart,
Melissa Sturm, Harriet Cooper,
Marty and Martha Iroff, Markus
Eisenbach, Heather Hirsch ield

Seder Contributions
Walter and Alice Farkas, sponsor
Carole Zwick Mandel, sponsor

Rabbi Alon C. Ferency
Ǥ ̷Ǥ


Chair of the Board
Ken Brown
 ̷Ǥ



Mary Ann Merrell
̷Ǥ


Interim Education Director
Martha Iroff
 ̷Ǥ


Director of Educational Programs
Revital Ganzi
̷Ǥ


Operations and Administrative 
 
Beverly Wilcox
̷Ǥ


Heska Amuna Synagogue
̷Ǥ
Permanent Schedule
Night Services............…...Varies
Morning Service.........9:30 a.m.
Minyan...............................9:30 a.m.
Mon. & Thurs. Minyanim…...….7:00 a.m.


Evening minyanim for members 
can be arranged by contacting the
President one week before.


For a list of Heska Amuna’s services,
events, and information, 
please visit 
ǤǤ


(865) 522ǦͲͲͳ

H A



S

 



is an af iliate of The United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism.
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ǯ
Ha’
Kol
Noshville With A “K” – Best Knoshville Ever !

June 2018

By Chip Rayman, KJA President
The irst Knoshville we ran out of food around noon. 

KJA Ha’Kol

The second Knoshville we had lots of food left over.

President’s Remarks..18

Third time is the charm Ȃ a perfect Knoshville!

Summer Day Camp Fun...19

The weather was perfect!

Summer Programs.................. 20

Anna IroffǦBailey and Alex Jordan Ȃ our chairpersons Ȃ were perfect!

AJCC Preschool/UTK Hillel......21

Running out of food at 2:30 was perfect!

KNOSHVILLE 2018............22-23













Challah sold out.
Black and White Cookies sold out.
Latkes sold out.
Lox and bagels sold out.
Moroccan Fish by Ra i sold out.


Every organization that participated made money Ȃ  Ǩ


There was Israeli dancing, Jewish Trivia, music, roasting marshmallows at our new Team
Building Park, and improved picnic and bon ire area.


Alex and Anna were excellent planners, organizers, managers, directors, had great
publicity, and expense control. They were determined that organizations were going to
make a pro it and the Knoxville Jewish Alliance was going to do more than breakǦeven.
Mission accomplished!


Most importantly, it was a true community event. Ten Jewish organizations,Ȅsynagogues,
temples, shuls, or programsȄ
participated. Rabbi Yossi commented “it
was a great day and a perfect example of
what happens when we all come together.
All day, I saw adults and children smiling
and having a great time.” Our coǦchairs Ǧ
Anna belongs to Heska Amuna Synagogue,
Alex to Temple Beth El. Love it! 


Thanks to all the volunteers, staff and
participants. Special thanks to all those
who came who made it successful, got
great Jewish food, some exotic food, saw
friends not seen in a while, and
experienced Jewish life and culture.


As I left the building at the end of the day, I
saw Ed Hunter in the corner counting the
money with a smile on his face.



ŶŶƵĂů:DĞŵďĞƌƐĞŶũŽǇ͗
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

WƌŽŐƌĂŵŵŝŶŐŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƐ
ƵůƚƵƌĂůͬ^ŽĐŝĂůǀĞŶƚ
ŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƐ
ĂŵƉŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƐ
ƵŝůĚŝŶŐZĞŶƚĂůŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƐ
&ƌĞĞEŽƚĂƌǇWƵďůŝĐ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ
WŽŽůͬ&ŝƚŶĞƐƐĞŶƚĞƌhƐĞ
WŽŽů'ƵĞƐƚWĂƐƐĞƐ
ĂŶĚƐŽŵƵĐŚŵŽƌĞ͊


^ƵŵŵĞƌ:
DĞŵďĞƌƐĞŶũŽǇ͗
ĂŵƉĞƌWŽŽůZĞůĞĂƐĞ
;ϭϬͲϭϱǇĞĂƌŽůĚ
DĂŵƉĞƌƐͿ
♦ WŽŽůͬ&ŝƚŶĞƐƐĞŶƚĞƌhƐĞĨƌŽŵ
DĞŵŽƌŝĂůĂǇƚŽ>ĂďŽƌĂǇ
♦ ƵůƚƵƌĂůͬ^ŽĐŝĂůǀĞŶƚ
ŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƐ
♦
♦





ǤǤ
Enjoy a 2018 Knoshville photo spread on
pages 22Ǧ23 of this issue of ǯǤ

:ŽŝŶKƵƌŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇsŝĂ
DĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉĂƚƚŚĞ:

Campers and AJCC members will enjoy the
new =ire pit this summer.

Applicaons are available at
ǁǁǁ͘ũĞǁŝƐŚŬŶŽǆǀŝůůĞ͘ŽƌŐ͕ŽŶŽƵƌ<:
,ĂƉƉĞŶŝŶŐƐĞŵĂŝůďůĂƐƚ͕ĂŶĚĂƚƚŚĞ
:͘

6800 Deane Hill Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  865.690.6343  www.jewishknoxville.org
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SWIM TEAM
PRACTICE &
MEET SCHEDULE

Register Today!



Tennis - Ages 5-10 — $100

 June 2018

AJCC to Offer Kids Golf and Tennis
Summer Session Classes

All swim team practices will 
be held at the AJCC Pool. The
University Swim Club is
coached by Joe Peeden.

Classes meet Monday-Thursday, June 4, 5, 6, 7
5:00-6:00 p.m., AJCC Tennis Courts
Online registration: www.ClubSports4Kids.com



M./0102 P/3451467 (Monday through Friday)
8:00 Ǧ 9:00 a.m. (Ages 10ǦUnder at AJCC Pool)
9:00 Ǧ 10:30 a.m. (Ages 11ǦUp at AJCC Pool)


A:56/0..0 P/3451467 (Monday through Thursday)
3:30 Ȃ 4:30 p.m. (Only for swimmers attending MCDC)


E;60102 P/3451467 (Monday through Thursday)
6:00 Ǧ 7:00 p.m. (Ages 10ǦUnder at AJCC Pool)
7:00 Ǧ 8:00 p.m. (Ages 11ǦUp at AJCC Pool)


All skill levels welcome. 
Children will learn volley, forehand,
backhand, and serve. We keep it fun
and coach to each child’s level. We
provide all equipment including kidǦ
size tennis nets, rackets, and low
compression balls. We work to
increase handǦeye coordination,
muscle memory, balance,
coordination, and agility. 

2018 Summer GKAISA Meet Schedule
•
•
•
•


June 21: v. Rockwood at AJCC
June 28: v. Ft. Sanders at Ft. Sanders
July 18: v. Newport at AJCC
July 23: v. ORCA at AJCC

Golf - Ages 5-10 — $180
Classes meet Mon./Wed.,
June 4, 13, 20, 25, 27
5:00-6:00 p.m., AJCC Grounds
Online registration:
www.ClubSports4Kids.com

Register Today!
It’s not too late for youth ages 5Ǧ18 to join our team. 
Fees are $250 per swimmer and include all meet fees. 
Visit www.universityswimclub.swimtopia.com to register!

All skill levels welcome.
Children will learn pitching,
putting, chipping, and driving.
We keep it fun and coach to
each child’s level. We provide
all equipment including kidǦsize clubs, golf balls, tees,
mats, and nets. We work to increase handǦeye
coordination, muscle memory, balance, coordination,
and agility. Spots limit so register now.


Contact Coach Lacey at
ClubSports4Kids@gmail.com
with questions about tennis or golf programs.

Dinner 
&

at the
AJCC




Local food trucks will be on the AJCC premises











ǦFriday: ͶǣͲͲǦ6:00 p.m. Sunday: ʹǣͲͲǦ4:00 p.m.
Vegetarian option will be available
No pork, shell1ish, or shrimp will be served
Weekly food truck schedule posted: ǤǤ





AJCC Pool patrons may bring food into the fenced pool area.













Bottled drinks and bagged snacks will be available via a vending machine 
at the AJCC Pool. Charge accounts will no longer be available.





No pork, shell1ish, or shrimp allowed
No alcohol permitted
Glass containers prohibited 
No food or drink may be consumed while in the pool

DATES—THEMES—ACTIVITIES

AGES & PRICING
MCDC Camp:
Rising K - 6th grade

TAPS

Week 3
June 11 - June 15

TENNESSEE ROAD TRIP
th

4 & Up - Heritage Center Field Trip
K-3 - Museum of Appalachia Field Trip
Song & Dance Party with Bob Grimac

Week 4

M ILTON C OLLINS D AY C AMP

June 18 - June 22

Week 5
June 25 - June 29

Week 6
July 2 - July 6

NO CAMP
JULY 4

Week 7
July 9 - July 13

KIDVENTURE
Late Night/Overnight
Magic of Michael Messing Program
Karate Program

(Teen Adventure Program)
Rising 7th - 9th grade
Includes: team building,
leadership & community
service opportunities

WEEKLY SESSION
FEES:
1 week: $ 285.00

WATER WEEK

2 weeks + : $ 250.00 per week

4th & Up - World’s Fair Park Field Trip
K-3 McFee Park Field Trip
Waterslide Inflatable

(registered at same time)

AMAZING RACE
Late Night/Overnight
4th & Up - Bowling Field Trip

MAD SCIENTISTS
4th & Up Oak Ridge Public Pool Field Trip
K-3 Children’s Museum /Cedar Hill Park Field Trip
July 10 - Kaleidoscope Making with Bob Grimac
Science & Magic Show
Friday - Star Wars Day

Week 8

C O LO R WAR S

July 16 - July 20

Late Night/Overnight

Does not apply to Specialty Camps

DISCOUNTS:
AJCC Annual Members
5% (session fees only)
Sibling Discount 5%
(does not apply to 1st child registered)

SPORTS MANIA

EXTENDED CARE:

July 23 - July 27

Putt Putt Golf & Games
Late Night & Camp Finale
Soccer Program with Chris Carroll

7:30 - 9:00 a.m. & 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.
$20.00 per hour / $120.00 weekly

Specialty Camp 1
Horseback Riding

Session 2: June 25– June 29

8 years old and up
$ 425.00 per session

Specialty Camp 2
Camping Adventure

June 18 - June 22
Overnight Camping 2 Days

4th grade and up
$ 315.00

Specialty Camp 3
STEM Camp

July 9 - July 13

2nd - 5th grade
$ 315.00

Specialty Camp 4
Mini Adventure Camp

July 30 - August 3

Open to all grades
$ 315.00

Specialty Program 1
Running with Alex Goldberg

Weeks: 2 3 4 5 7
7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Week 9

Blue Point Stables, Lenoir City

$ 25.00 per session
Parents welcome to run as well
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Friendshippers
By Laura Faye Berry, BSSW, Esq., Director


Please join us for this month’s Friendshippers
program. The Friendshippers group gets together
once a month for lunch and entertainment.
Friendshippers is open to allȄwe don’t check IDs
at the door!


Artists Shelley Mangold and Esther Sitver

Sitver Art Exhibit Opens

KJA President Chip Rayman
and Mary Linda
Schwarzbart welcome all to
the Esther Sitver Exhibit
reception on May 10.


The AJCC’s Schwarzbart Gallery will
feature the works of artist Esther Sitver
through the summer months. Dozens
attended an opening reception on
Thursday, May 10. Sitver is a Knoxville
native and a student at Ringling School of
Art and Design. She has won awards and
her works featured in numerous exhibits.
Please stop by and enjoy her art.
Photos by Brenda Rayman

UTK Hillel Enjoys a Busy Spring



UTK Hillel has been busy in the Spring Semester!
Our organization welcomed Tara Bain as our new
director at the end of February, and she has jumped
right in. We have been fortunate to welcome Shabbat
with dinners on and off campus this term. We thoroughly enjoyed two
dinners at the AJCC, one of which allowed us to share our time with
members of the community. Thank you Chip, Bryan, and Dr. Sinnreich for
joining us in March! We would also like to thank faculty member Robert
Blitt and family for inviting us to their home for a Shabbat dinner. 

At the end of the semester, we welcomed Shabbat but said goodbye
and good luck to our graduating seniors, Jacob Geltzer, Jamie Shapiro,
Benji Ballin, Jenny Kahn, and Dan Revere. We have shared brainstorming
sessions, UT baseball, matzah lasagna dinner at the AEPi House, and a
Finals Frenzy bagel brunch. 

Over the summer, a few members will be welcoming new students at
campus orientations. We are planning our annual Welcome Back Shabbat
for August, as well as some wonderful programming for Fall 2018. As we
are in our planning stages for the 2018Ǧ2019 year, if anyone is interested
in hosting a dinner, sharing a coffee break, or schmoozing with students
in the upcoming year, let us know at ̻Ǥ. We
also invite you to check out our website at ǤǤ. Again,
mazel tov to our graduates Ȃ we will miss you!

Thursday, June 21:An Opera Performance 
by Baritone Maurice Hendricks


Known for his wide range, depth of character and
long locks, baritone Maurice Hendricks is an
accomplished performer with a wide range of
artistic
experience. He
holds a B. A. in
music from Carson
ǦNewman College.
Maurice is a
member of Delta
Omicron
International
Music Fraternity
and was a
recipient of the
Encouragement Award given by the Metropolitan
Opera's National Council Auditions in South
Carolina’s District in 2012. He has performed
various opera/operetta roles with Marble City
Opera, Spartanburg Repertory Company, GLOW
Lyric Theater, Converse Opera Theatre as well as
musical theatre roles with CarsonǦNewman
Theatre and CarsonǦNewman Lyric Theatre. He
has also been fortunate to have many soloist
opportunities as a featured performer with
Marble City Opera's Chocolate and Wine, The Ooh
Ooh Revue, the Spartanburg Philharmonic
Orchestra, and various church organizations
throughout Tennessee and the Southeast. He is
passionate about bringing more awareness to the
artistry and spirit of Russian Opera, and has plans
to bring more operatic opportunities to East
Tennessee. Maurice will be accompanied by
Brandon Coffer.

Program location: Sherrill Hills Retirement
Community, 271 Moss Grove Blvd. Knoxville,
TN 37922


The luncheon begins at noon and the program
begins at 1:00 p.m. Lunch is $8. 

There is no cost for attending the program alone.
Transportation is available upon requestȄplease
have your ride requests in by the Monday
morning before the program. For more
information, please contact Laura Berry at 690Ǧ
6343 ext. 18 or ̻ǤǤ
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AJCC Preschool Dalet Class Kindergarten-Bound
Seventeen Dalet Class students and their proud family members and teachers celebrated their promotion during their 
May 22 celebration in the AJCC Caller Auditorium. Mazel Tov to these scholars as they move on to kindergarten this fall.

WĂƌŬƐΘ^ƉůĂƐŚWĂĚƐ
Ijams Nature Center

McFee Park Splash Pad

Tuesday June 5 - 9:30-11AM
at the playground

Monday July 9 - 9-11:30AM

Carl Cowan Park Splash Pad
Wednesday June 13 - 4:00-5:30PM

Fort Kid Park

Sandy Springs Park-Maryville
Sunday July 15 - 10:30-12PM

*Picnic Lunch
World’s Fair Splash Pad

Thursday June 21 - 9:30-11AM

Tuesday July 24 - 4-5:30PM

Knoxville Zoo

*Please bring a vegetarian pot luck dish
for group picnics.

Sunday June 24 - 2-3:30PM
at the Splash Pad
Pay Your Own Entry

Lakeshore Park
Friday July 6 - 4-5:30PM
Farmers Market Fridays 3-6PM

Karns Lions Club Park

YOU BRING THE
SUNBLOCK
AND WE BRING
THE ICE POPS!

Wednesday August 1- 9-11AM

New Harvest Park
Thursday August 9 - 4-5:30PM
at the Splash Pad
Farmers Market Thursdays 3-6PM

For Questions or to RSVP to picnics please contact:
Ally Wiener at Program@JewishKnoxville.org or (516) 776-0997
or Sarah May (865) 415-7136

PJ Library programs are brought to
you by the Knoxville Jewish Alliance
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2018 Knoshville Draws Hundreds of Hungry Foodies

Above: BBYO members Kalisa Parsons, Andrew Weinstein, and Ben
Margulies sold ice cold beverages. Funds raised will help provide
scholarships and transportation to BBYO leadership conferences.


Right: The KJA crew of Leah Arneson, Carol and Morris Ickowitz, Jean
Begue, and Brenda Rayman sold bagels and lox with all the trimmings at
Ǥ

Dozens of Knoxville Hadassah’s homemade Bundt cakes brought
delightful smiles to many. Robin Brown, Nora and Patrick Messing,
Judi Abrams, and Marla Brody prepare whole cakes and slices for sale
at the May 6 Knoshville event.

Ǧbaked bagels were 
a hit with all ages.

Above: 
PJ Library sold iced
coffee and hosted
cupcake decorating
for youngsters. They
also read stories and
showcased books at
the event. Sarah May
joins PJ Library
Coordinator Ally
Ǥ
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A special thanks to Knoshville Chairs Anna Iroff-Bailey and Alex Jordan for a well-planned and fun community
event. Thanks also to the community bakers, chefs, and volunteers who made this event so deliciously fun.

Above: Temple Beth El’s homemade challah, black and white cookies, and freshlyǦ
brewed coffee sold quickly. Right: Mendel Wilhelm prepares crispy latkes at the Chabad
of Knoxville booth.

ǦOak Ridge Israeli dancers entertain.
Blintzes with jams and sour cream toppings were
sold by Rabbi Alon Ferency, Serina Scott and
Marilyn Liberman.
Left: Guests enjoy
Moroccan stew
over couscous or
rice or spicy =ish
with challah.
These North
African food treats
were sold by the
Knoxville Jewish
Day School.

Left: Jewish Congregation of Oak Ridge served delicious
kugels, vegetarian knishes, and borscht to guests.
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KJA Welcomes Arneson as VP Administration

Leah Arneson has worked in nonpro it fundraising for
over ive years. She currently serves the dual roles of
associate director Ǧ Knoxville and interim director Ǧ Nashville
for Community Shares TN. Community Shares TN is a nonǦ
pro it organization that raises money through workplace
giving for 36 localǦpro its.

Leah started her fundraising career at the Museum of Science and Industry
in Chicago, IL where she worked with membership and gift processing. From
there she moved back to her hometown of Minneapolis, MN where she worked
in annual and employee giving at Allina Health, a nonǦpro it healthcare system,
for several years before relocating to Knoxville in 2017. Leah received a B.A. in
Environmental Geology from Beloit College.

The words 'Jewish Community Center' elicit many happy memories from
Leah's childhood Ǧ art classes, attending plays, the friends she made through
BBYO, and countless hot summer days spent by the pool. Leah is excited about
the possibility of being able to give back to another Jewish community
organization as a board member; to support an organization similarto one that
had such a positive impact on her life.
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Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds
A Supporting Organization of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee
Foundation to preserve and strengthen the Jewish Community of Knoxville
had seen in many years. This
was followed by protests by the
Greek Jewish community, which
before the Holocaust was very
large and vibrant, as well as
protests by Greek government
of icials and a condemnation by
the Athens Mayor. 
While Greek Jewish life
continues to lourish in Athens,
Greece, like many other
European countries, as well as
our own, has seen a recent rise
in neoǦNazi activities, which are
abhorrent, yet a growing reality.
For those looking to support
philanthropic causes to ight the rise of antiǦSemitism in the
U.S. and abroad, please consider starting a KJCFF fund
dedicated for that purpose, or simply make a contribution to
organizations such as the AntiǦDefamation League, the Simon
Wiesenthal Center or the World Jewish Congress. Please call the
KJCFF at (865) 690Ǧ6343 for help in doing so.

Travel to Greece
By Abraham Brietstein, PhD, KJCFF President


In early May, Judy and I, along with Jeff and Shelley Hecht,
had the opportunity to travel to Greece on a stunning, 10 day
vacation arranged through National Geographic private tours
with stops in Athens and the Greek Islands of Crete and
Santorini. For anyone who hasn’t yet traveled to Greece, I
highly recommend it; the people are warm, friendly and
extraordinarily generous, the weather is perfect and the food is
fabulous. While the Islands were by far the most quaint and
charming among the places we visited, one must also spend at
least a couple of days in Athens to gain a sense of the history,
visit the ruins of the Acropolis, as well as other ruins scattered
across the ancient City. 
While there, we had a Shabbat meal at the only remaining
kosher restaurant in the city, which is run by Chabad, and was
spilling over with young Orthodox Jews from Athens, as well as
many Israeli tourists, all of whom made lots of toasts with local
Ouzo and loudly sang Shabbat melodies. Sadly, that very night
many Jewish graves were desecrated at a Jewish cemetery in
Athens, which was the worst act of antiǦSemitism that Athens

new microphone for their drama program, a grant from the
Markman Endowment Fund for Education for the purchase
of a KIBO robot for use in the math and science curricula, and a
grant from the KJDS Fund for general support.

Donations
Cohen-Presser Designated Fund
In Honor of Marilyn Presser’s 90th Birthday
Erwin Bloom, Barbara Chubb, Lisa Cohn, Gilya Schmidt
Bryan and Mary Ann Merrell, Marilyn Presser

 The Becker Community Enrichment Fund made a grant to
the Sandy Hook Promise Foundation.

Heska Amuna Cemetery Fund
In Memory of Arnold Schwarzbart
Mary Linda Schwarzbart

 Heska Amuna Synagogue received a grant from the Sam &
Esther Rosen Community Enrichment Synagogue Fund to
offset the costs for starting and maintaining a “Traditional
Shabbat Dinner” program.

Heska Amuna Educational Enrichment Fund
Harrison Wendland

 The Knoxville Jewish Alliance received grants from the Becker
Community Enrichment Fund, the Besmann Family Fund
for Social Justice and Spiritual Enrichment, and the
Oleshansky Family Fund to support the week-long Seeds of
Abraham teen interfaith summer camp program.

Bradley Sturm Memorial Fund
Louise Spector

Grants
 The Knoxville Jewish Day School received a grant from the
Richman Endowment Fund for the Arts for the purchase of a

KNOXVILLE JEWISH COMMUNITY FAMILY OF FUNDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Abraham Brietstein, President; Jacki Imbrey, Secretary/Treasurer; Carole Martin, Past President; 
Jeff Becker; Bernard Bernstein; Arnold Cohen; Robert Goodfriend; Scott Hahn, Richard Jacobstein; Rosalie Nagler; 
Jenifer Ohriner; Howard Pollock; Pace Robinson; Alexandra Rosen; Bernard Rosenblatt; Mel Sturm; 
Laura Berry, Administrative Director


To learn more about KJCFF philanthropic opportunities, call 690Ǧ6343 or visit ǤǤȀ 

June Programs


^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕:ƵŶĞϮϯ
Jewish Film Series: A New Leaf
USA, 1971, Rated G, 1hr 42m


Ǧcentered New York playboy Henry
Graham schemes to marry a wealthy
woman ǦǦ and then kill her. But when
his new bride proves to be an innocent
klutz, Henry starts to change. Soon
Henry is disposing of his selfǦserving
ways instead of his wife.
Cast: Walter Matthau, Elaine May, 
Jack Weston.

Community Passover Dinner
Above: 
George and Rose Holz at JCOR Community
Ǥ
Left to right. Ronnie Bogard, Rose Holz, Fran
Silver, Rebecca Badurina, Avigail Rashkovsky, and
Eileen Nober gather to celebrate Passover at
JCOR’s community seder.

Jewish Congregation of Oak Ridge  June 2018
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JCOR Holocaust Remembrance Service Attracts a Crowd

Community members =illed the Jewish Congregation of Oak Ridge sanctuary at the Sunday April 15 Holocaust Remembrance Service,
which was coǦsponsored by JCOR and Oak Ridge Unitarian Universalist Church. 
Above: The JCOR Men’s Club provided memorial candles for the Yom HaShoah observance. 
Above Right: Oak Ridge Mayor Warren Gooch reads a proclamation. The bouquet of roses behind him are in honor of
Mira Kimmelman, a JCOR member and Holocaust survivor. 

JCOR Hosts and Hostesses
June 2

Anne & Eli Greenbaum, Michael Kropp

June 9

Mel Tobias, Bruce Tompkins

June 16

Yardena & Moshe Yair, Sarah & David Stuart

June 23

Reeva Abraham, Ronnie & Jim Bogard

June 30

Linda & Zane Bell, Becky & George Charles

July 7

Catherine Braunstein, Jeannette Gilbert

July 14

Alice Feldman & Albert Good, 
Brenda & Sig Moska

July 21

Rhonda & Ron Sternfels, Judi & Len Gray

July 28

Edith & Mel Halbert, Elena Bamberger

JEWISH CONGREGATION OF OAK RIDGE
•
•
•
•

Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky—vicrash@comcast.net
Meir Niad, President— meir@niad.net
Becky Charles, Sisterhood President—gchar2@aol.com
Mira Kimmelman, Religious School Director

Yahrzeits
 Leon and Samuel Kastenbaum from Marvin & Helen

 Jennie Volkin and Beatrice Kline from Karen Brunner
 Ted and Selma Shapiro; John Bogard; Philip Shapiro from
Jim & Ronnie Bogard
 Rabbi Jerome Mark from Ellen Appel
 Ruth Carey from Alice Feldman & Al Good
 Gertrude Tobias from Melvin Tobias
 Ruth Carey from Ellen Appel

Donations
Tracey Tjon Sien Kie
Stephen Storch
Robert & Deborah Foshee
Geoffrey Laing
IMO Gila Einstein from Sylvia Bamberger, Elena Bamberger,
Jeannette Gilbert, Book Club Friends (Natalie Rosinsky, Don
Larson, Judy & Paul Brandon, Harry & Lynn Solo)
 IMO Naomi Levine Bernhardt from Catherine Braunstein
 IMO Bernard Horn from daughters Barbara and Jacqueline






101 W. Madison Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830
(Mail) P.O. Box 5434, Oak Ridge, TN 37831
JCOR’s Saturday morning service begins at 9:30 a.m.
For the Friday evening service schedule, please
contact JCOR at office@jcor.info or call (865) 483-3581.

www.JCOR.info

CHABAD
CHABAD
OF KNOXVILLE
OF KNOXVILLE
Jewish. Done Joyfully!

ב"ה

Knoxville CommUnity Torah
By Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm, Chab d of Knoxville, rabbi@chabado=knoxville.org


The Torah is the most precious article in Jewish life, part of an unbroken chain that began some 3,300 years ago. In
times of great joy, we hold it high, a symbol of GǦd’s eternal commitment to us. In times of need, we pray in its presence,
acknowledging our unbreakable connection to GǦǤ
At a time when security and peace are foremost on our minds, we can derive comfort from the permanence of the
Torah. Remarkably, despite years of upheaval and suffering, not one of its 304,805 letters has ever been changed. The
words we read in the Torah today are exactly those dictated by GǦd, recorded by Moses and meticulously transcribed for
Ǥ
Our sages have taught that each and every Jew has a letter in the Torah corresponding to his or her soul and spiritual
identity. Just as each letter is an essential part of the Torah, so too each and every Jew is of utmost importance and
constitutes an essential and integral part of the Jewish people. According to tradition, this unity holds the key to a safer,
better world.
“Peace and security for the Jewish people and all mankind depend on unity,” our sages say. “When our Father in Heaven
sees His children acting in harmony, He extends to them His blessing and protection.” As the world grapples with increased
threats of terrorism, rising antiǦSemitism, and other challenges, such protection is urgently needed.
It is an honor and a great Mitzvah to participate in the writing of a Sefer Torah. By endowing a letter, word or sentence
for yourself, your children, family members, or friends, it is as if you have written your own Torah Scroll.
With the kind help of Dr. Michael Zemel and family, Chabad of Knoxville has commissioned a scribe to begin writing a
new Sefer Torah for the physical and spiritual bene7it of our community. This “CommUnity Torah” will be dedicated to the
loving memory of Michael’s parents, Sylvan & Sylvia Zemel of blessed memory.
We invite you to join us in writing history, ful7ill the Mitzvah of writing a Torah Scroll and unite with Jews from every
background by endowing a letter, word or sentence in the CommUnity Torah for each member of your family. You also
have the option of dedicating various special selections in honor or in memory of a loved one.
When the CommUnity Torah is near completion, we will have a joyful celebration to dedicate this great new addition to
our community, as the scribe, pious and skilled in his 7ield, transcribes the letters of the Torah’s 7inal verse, 7inishing our
Torah, the latest link in an eternal, holy chain.
Visit ǤǤ to dedicate and take part in writing this Community Torah.

7148 Wellington Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  www.chabadknoxville.org
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June 2
George Adlin ♦ David Bendriem ♦ Adele Bernard ♦ Sarah Euster ♦ Rebecca Forstein ♦ Saul Garber ♦ Sarah Gershek ♦ 
George Gourse ♦ Thekla Naumann ♦ Frances Sabler ♦ Claude Schulhof ♦ Herbert Smullian 


June 9
George Adlin ♦ Herbert Smullian ♦ Adele Bernard ♦ Frances Sabler ♦ Claude Schulhof ♦ Esther Kay, Max Rosen ♦ Irene Baskin ♦
Harry Lipshin ♦ Samuel Love ♦ Jennie Rosenblatt ♦ Seena Allen ♦ Albert Eisenstadt ♦ Isaac Green♦ Harry Gurwin ♦ Victor Hanan ♦
Lynn Hecht ♦ Ben Mazur ♦ Selma Corkland ♦ Louis Edelman ♦ Esther Spiegelman ♦ Doris Weinstein ♦ Scott Wolf ♦ Shirley Cohen ♦
Sylvia Kelman ♦ Edith Rosenthal ♦ Santa Floyd ♦ Robert Sabler ♦ Zelda Siegel ♦ Sylvan Zemel


June 16
Sol Berry ♦ Jacob Klein ♦ Murray Baskin ♦ Beatrice Beber ♦ Abraham Collins ♦ George Fayerman ♦ Sol Green ield ♦ Fannie Russler
Randy Rudnick ♦ Bernard Marvet ♦ Lily Pincus ♦ Israel Dyller ♦ Homer Kramer ♦ Eli Wurm ♦ Susan Drayer ♦ Carol Glasman ♦
Marvin Ohriner ♦ Morton Simpson


June 23
Ida Hurvich ♦ Rose Robinson ♦ Joseph Weinbren ♦ Dorothy Blue ♦ Jennie Friedman ♦ Annie Cohen ♦ Rebecca Fayonsky ♦ 
Erma Levin ♦ Rebecca Millen ♦ Bradley Sturm ♦ Emma Burnett ♦ Moses Greenberg ♦ Zelda Baskin ♦ Harold Brownstein ♦ 
Lewis Littmann ♦ Anna Richer ♦ Marshall Stern


June 30
Greta Besmann ♦ Belle Linke ♦ Celia Mackta ♦ Gerald Simon ♦ Anne Tomlinson ♦ Robert Milford ♦ Gussie Potter ♦ Martin Stollin ♦
Joel Caller ♦ Minnie Katz ♦ Eleanor Adams ♦ Ben Goodstein ♦ Clara Goodstein ♦ Isaac Benhayon ♦ Louis Freeman ♦ Shirley Leeds
Rebecca Millen ♦ Lillian Brody ♦ Karl Finestone ♦ Harry Kaplan ♦ Joseph Russler ♦ Harold Shersky ♦ Sylvia Balloff ♦ Harry Cooper
Nathan Quadow

June 1
Uriel Alayev ♦ Morris Beber ♦ Rhoda Blumenfeld ♦ Katherine Caller ♦ Philip Davis ♦ Florence R Gluck ♦ Grace Goldberger ♦ 
Harry Goldberger ♦ Alexander Gompertz ♦ Carolyn Greif ♦ Rose Bank Gudis ♦ E. Max Kesselman ♦ Stephen Lieberman ♦ 
Friedel S Nash ♦ Frederick Lewis Otte ♦ Elizabeth Pardee ♦ Harold Pomerantz ♦ Joseph Sandberg ♦ Nathan Harry Smith ♦ 
Harvey Smuckler ♦ Kathrine B. Soss ♦ Charles Clarence Strasburger ♦ Annie S. Taylor ♦ Esther Yadgaroff ♦ 
June 8

Marie Nordmann Brunschwig ♦ Dorothee Heller ♦ Nathan Marks ♦ Harold Raymon ♦ Dewey Reich ♦ Ruth Rockower ♦ 
Richard Wayburn ♦ Anna Wender ♦ Ron Young ♦ Mose Zavels
June 15

Beatrice Beber ♦ Albert Eisenstadt ♦ William Freedman ♦ George Gluck ♦ Virginia Gluck ♦ Sam Good ♦ Ethel Kaplan ♦ 
Ian Kinney ♦ Ann S. Klein ♦ Joseph Konigsberg ♦ Esther Margolina ♦ Helen Nisenshal ♦ Julius Orovan ♦ Max Rosenstein ♦ 
Leo Shey ♦ Edith C. Smith ♦ Herman Teitelbaum
June 22

Max B. Arnstein ♦ Morris Bart ♦ Adele Stone Bernard ♦ Henry Bloom ♦ Sylvia Brenner ♦ Shirley Vivian Cohen ♦ 
Allan Gerson ♦ Morris Gluck ♦ William Goldberger ♦ Marjorie Holst ♦ Stephen Kelleher ♦ Max Licht ♦ Joseph Miller ♦ 
Orland Porter, Jr. ♦ Edward Reich ♦ Samuel Spiro ♦ Bradley Sturm ♦ Paula Zatlin ♦ Jennie Grala Zuckerman
June 29

Charlotte Bain ♦ Miriam Blumberg ♦ Ben Brown ♦ Margot B. Brown ♦ Sally Deitch ♦ Sylvia Hahn ♦ Elizabeth Handler ♦ 
Richard M. Hecht ♦ Stanley Hookman ♦ Harry Gunter Marx ♦ Margaret Moss ♦ Lowell Nisely ♦ Abraham Plachter ♦ 
Lillian Pomerantz ♦ Faye Elizabeth Rule ♦ Sylvia Werner Silver ♦ Dora Silverstein ♦ Jerome Smith ♦ Patricia Zivi

Hadassah Welcomes New Members


After Mitzvah Day, Hadassah Knoxville gained two members. PJ Library/Our Way coordinator, Ally WienerǦ also
teaches Judaic Studies and Hebrew at the AJCC Preschool and Temple Beth El religious school. Ally and her family moved from
Queens, NY, in August 2016.  Sinnreich, Ph.D moved from Youngstown, Ohio in July 2016 to be the Director of the Fern
and Manfred Steinfeld Program in Judaic Studies plus an associate professor of Religious Studies. Helene’s greatǦgrandmother
Helen Davis was a Hadassah member, making Helene a fourth generation Hadassah life member and recent transfer to Hadassah
Ǩ
Esther Brink transferred her life membership after relocating to Harriman from Houston in the fall of 2017. Retired from
being a Braille translator, Esther worked earlier as an administrative assistant at the Jewish Theological Seminary in Clevel,
Ohio. Esther’s interests include playing mah jongg, reading mystery novels and making jewelry.

Following Hadassah Shabbat and
the Israel Today program, three
people joined our chapter. Charlotte
Hart, a retired piano teacher and
former stayǦǦhome mom, has lived
in Knoxville 40 years. Married 
52 years to husband Eddie, the Harts
have visited Israel six times. Charlotte
treasures her greatǦgrandmother’s
women’s siddur written in German
and Hebrew from 1830. Welcome
new associate and new life members
Rabbi Erin and Batya Boxt! After
being an associate rabbi for 5 years in
Marietta, Erin began his second
rabbinate at Temple Beth El last
summer. Since chaperoning a 2000
birthright trip, Erin has traveled to
Israel 9 times. He is a huge Georgia
football fan, sometimes basketball,
and loves U2. Batya, a stayǦǦhome
mom to three children, Carlie, Danika
and Akivah, transcribes for the
Atlanta Oral Jewish History Project.
An avid Arizona State sports fan, she
enjoys family time and reading iction
or mysteries.

Hadassah
invites you to a
Hawaiian Luau
and
Family Barbeque
Sunday,
June 3
SAVE THE DATE!


Interested in
Joining Hadassah?

If you are interested in learning
more about HADASSAH and
becoming a member, please contact
Anita Kay at ̻Ǥ
or (865) 693ǦͻͽͻͽǤ

6800 Deane Hill Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  www.knoxville.hadassah.org
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By Andrea Cone, President


Hadassah ARE Women Who Do. In our
Hadassah Knoxville Chapter we have lots
of women who Do. One woman in
particular is Shuli Mesa. Shuli takes on so much as our coǦVP of Programming and is outstanding in
everything she touches. Shuli also wears another hat in our Southern Region as Area Vice President (AVP)
for three chapters, meaning she is there to guide and advise them as needed. We should all take note on
how hard working and dedicated Shuli is to our Hadassah Knoxville chapter as well as to our Southern
Region. Shuli jumped back into the planning of the Progressive Lunch in March only one week after her son
Jonah had an outstanding Bar Mitzvah. Shuli, with the help of her talented husband, had spent many days,
hours, and the last year preparing Jonah for the incredible job he did. There are not too many women out there that are this
talented to come off one outstanding personal milestone and jump right into a program. Thank you to Shuli (and others) who
made our Progressive Lunch such a success, from preparing the hostesses with all their needs for the Luncheon to acquiring our
fabulous speakers that informed us about Hadassah. 

Shuli and Jean Begue (the coǦVPs of Programming) and Barbara Isenberg (Sunshine and Condolence Cards Chairperson) won
our hearts in getting the Hadassah women together on April 29 at Hadassah's Got Talent. Thank you to Barbara Isenberg for
selecting Cynthia Turnage from Broadway Academy Knoxville to show us some belly dancing moves. Cynthia really got the room
moving. We all shook our…… you should have seen us! 
If you were not part of this fun illed evening then you have a chance again to Join Knoxville Hadassah at the ANNUAL FAMILY
HAWAIIAN LUAU BBQ, JUNE 3. Details in our weekly newsletter.

As President I feel so fortunate to have such a wonderful team of ladies that help represent Hadassah Knoxville. Thank you
for all you Do.

Knoshville 2018 Notes



Hadassah Knoxville, what a whirlwind day from
start to inish. You are incredible volunteers and because
of your dedication and hard work of baking from one to
three cakes, it was a great success again this year. Robin
and I thank you so very much for your commitment of
time and energy to this important and awesome project. 

Here is a list of some of our cakes: apple cake,
various chocolate cakes, carrot cake, Hummingbird cake,
chocolate ganache pistachio, red velvet, orange dream
cake, various lemon cakes, various pound cakes, pecan
rum, Bananas Foster, poppyseed, Sock It to Me cake, Coca
ǦCola cake, chocolate rum, sprinkled sponge cake and
various coffee cakes, as well as a glutenǦfree cake and a
vegan cake. We had lavors for every palate 

Thanks again for your support.

Gratefully yours,
Nora Messing and Robin Brown 
Bundt Cake Committee Chairs 
2016 through 2018

Thank you to our
Knoshville bakers and
helpers
Andrea Cone
Ellen Markman
Jill Weinstein 
Frank Floyd 
Sally Baerman 
Nancy Britcher 
Jennifer Ohriner 
Phyllis Hirsh 
Jill Chasen 
Judi Abrams
Mary Linda Schwarzbart
Laura Berry 
Marla Brody 
Rosalie Nagler 
Joni Hirschhaut 
Kathy Franzel
Margy Goldman
Nora Messing 
Allison Fay

Halle Boring
Betty Golub

Helpers/workers
Patrick Messing 
Judi Abrams 
Joni Hirshhaut 
Marla Brody 
Mary EvarsǦGoan 
Lynn Dryzer


A special thanks to Rick Brown
and Jared IroffǦBailey for carrying
things in and out for us

Hadassah Welcomes New Greeting Cards Chairperson


My name is Marilyn Burnett and I look forward to serving as your Chairman for Hadassah Greeting Cards. I have not had the
pleasure of serving in an of icial capacity for Hadassah but I have been aLife Member for some 50 years.
I have served as a volunteer in various ways in the Knoxville Jewish Community over the past 50 years. 
I have one son, Lenny Burnett and I just became a grandmother toAdrian Cid Burnett.
With your help, the sale of Greeting Cards can help our localchapter with their many endeavors. Pricing is 5 for $10.00 or

$2.50 each.
I can be reached at ǣ ̷Ǥ ; cell (865) 660Ǧ6914; and home (865) 922Ǧʹʹ

Marilyn Burnett
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We’ve got talent, yes, we do. We’ve got talent, how about you?
By Shuli Mesa

It’s official, the verdict is in) HADASSAH MOST DEFINITELY HAS TALENT!


Sure, we build towers and can make one heck of a bundt cake, but did you know that we write poetry, garden, and even shoot
lames into the sky? It’s all true and more importantly it’s all fantastic. 
Ten vendors circled around the room showcasing their amazing talents and goods. We were honored to view the beautiful
works of David Fleischmann with his ine art photography, Harriet Glasman and her unique wood carving prints, Hadassah
Miller Tzadok with her vibrant original art work including a stunning array of Hamsas, Beverly Schultz and her needlepointed
pictures, SheǦpas, art work and the coolest corkboards around and Anita Kay proudly displayed her daughter, Esther Sitver’s,
original illustrations and igures. 
Peggy Littmann and Marian Jay entertained us with a mindǦblowing card trick. Jenny Pfeffer wowed us with her
knowledge of plants and how to properly and safely transplant them. Allyson Wiener had a wide array of products and
knowledge of Arbonne. Our newest board member, Marilyn Burnett, sold Hadassah cards knowing the exact pairing with its
special occasion and Jill Weinstein showed us pages of the 2018 Hadassah directory, and was our raf le queen. Jill donated three
pet gifts, courtesy of PetSafe and two homemade cakes carefully and artistically crafted by chef extraordinaire, Kim Ault.
We also had two member demonstrations; Miriam Weinstein showered us with her unique poetry while Mary EvarsǦ 
and her handsome sous chef, John Goan, lit the evening on ire with some bananas lambé (don’t worry, no ire ordinances were
ǤȌǤ
But in Hadassah, we believe in action, this isn’t a stand by and watch organization, oh no, we like to get in on the fun. Those
brave enough to face the karaoke machine, sang the tunes, possibly off key, to the latest coolest hits. However, everyone got 
their feet when Cynthia Turnage, of Broadway Academy of Knoxville, shook her hips and shimmied her way into our inner
belly dancer hearts. 
Our MC of the night, Barry Cone, was essential to keeping us on schedule and wrangling us into the seats when necessary. He
set up all of the audio equipment and was our grand karaoke wizard. Thank you, Barry!
With all the dancing and singing everyone worked themselves quite an appetite…good thing we were ready. Zoodles Pad
Thai, brie with ig jelly, spinach and feta Stromboli, sweet potato fries with a garlic aioli, and wine…lots and lots of wine d so
much more. Our satiated tummies were happy. 
Thank you to all of the vendors and demonstrators for sharing their talent and to everyone who attended. Some super special
thanks you go to Andrea Cone! She helped with everything; from teaching me publisher, opening her house to cooking, even
cooking at the event with toaster ovens, and the list goes on and on. Jean Begue and Barbara Isenberg were amazing and
integral supporters of our team. Sharing countless emails and always willing to lend a hand…thank you! Thank you to Peggy
 for helping out with babysitting and to Marian Jay for manning our signǦin station. 
All in all, it was quite a special evening. Special friends, special food and a whole lot of special talent! Yet another reason why
Hadassah is the power of women who do…and do especially well!

New Layette Chair Looks Forward to Sharing the Good News

Hello to all of my Hadassah sisters! My name is Batya Boxt and I am happy and proud to relieve our wonderful Judi Abrams
and be your new Layettes chairwoman! For those of who don’t know me, I am originally from Houston and have lived in
Knoxville for almost a whole year. My family and I moved here in June, right before my husband, Erin, became the rabbi at
Temple Beth El. We have three kids, Carlie (12), Danika (3) and Akivah (1), so once school ends for the day, I’m a fairly busy
woman. We’ve lived all around the country, from Phoenix to Atlanta and are so happy to call Knoxville home.

However, I’m not just a wife and mom, although those are my two favorite titles. I try to be as active as possible in my “extǳ
time (HAHA!). I am a huge supporter of social justice causes and obtained my Bachelor’s in Social Work from Arizona State
University in 2001. I’m passionate about all things which empower women and young girls to ǦǦ I’m stealing from the Army now Ǧ
Ǧ “be all that they can be.”

I’m so excited to be a new Life Member of Hadassah and to take over for Judi in this capacity. What is “that capacity” you
might ask? One thing that Hadassah does is for women who have had a new baby or grandbaby is to send something called a
“layette”. A layette is a card from of all us congratulating them on the new baby! When I receive information about a future
Hadassah member’s arrival, I will email all of you. If you are interested in having your name included on the layette, please ail
me back and let me know.

All of you should have a “layette account”. If you don’t, please send me a check to set that up. I’d recommend $25 to start
with. If you need to replenish your account, please send that check to me as well. So that my address isn’t distributed publi ,
please email me to request my address. Let me know how much money you’d like to donate to the layette and I’ll deduct that
amount from your layette account. When the account is low (around $5), I’ll email you so you can re ill it. 

Because I have three kids, the best way to contact me and ensure that I remember what we talked about is to email me
ANYTIME at ̻Ǥ . If I can’t answer you immediately, I’ll at least email you back and let you know that your
email was received and I’ll respond to your email as quickly as I can. Looking forward getting to know all of you…and KnoxvilǨ
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Hadassah Book Club News
All Jewish women of the greater Knoxville area 
and friends are welcome to join us.



Hope to see everyone for our Tuesday, June 19Hadassah Book Club
ǤWe meet in the evening at 7:30 p.m. at the Barnes and Noble
Bookstore on Kingston Pike in the coffee shop area. This month we’ll be
 Lilac Girlsby Martha Hall Kelly.
Review / Synopsis: (from bookreporter)
Lilac GirlsMartha Hall Kellyis set during World War II. It’s the story of
three women whose lives intersect during the war. Caroline Ferriday is a
humanitarian; Kasia Kuzmerick is a Polish prisoner
in the Ravensbrü ck camp and is known as “a
Rabbit” (you will have to read to ind out why); and
Herta Oberheuser is a doctor at the camp. Each
woman’s story is told in standǦalone chapters. 

The novel is historical iction, based on the true
story of the Polish women who were imprisoned at
Ravensbrü ck, and how Caroline Ferriday, an
American philanthropist, brought them to the U.S.
Kelly researched the story for over 10 years. The
inal pages of the book include the backstory on
Caroline, who fought for the rights of those who
were imprisoned overseas.


July 17: An American Marriage by Tayari Jones.


Please contact Peggy Littmann at plittmann@comcast.net or 
(865) 776Ǧ1013 with questions.

2018 Hadassah Events Calendar
Sunday, June 3, 2018 HAWAIIAN LUAU: Barbeque / Bonfire
JUNE AND JULY POP UP PARTIES: Stay connected
Sunday, August 26, 2018
FOLLOW THE DOLLAR BILL THROUGH HADASSAH
Sunday, October 7, 2018 BABY ITS COLD OUTSIDE:
Chili Cook-off & Panel Discussion
Sunday, November 18, 2018 HMO LUNCHEON





Andrea Cone




 ̷Ǥ
Jenny Pfeffer 



 ͵̷Ǥ 
Jean Begue &  V.P. Programming
Shuli Mesa 
̷Ǥ Ȁ



̷Ǥ 
Anita Kay 
V.P. Membership
   ̷Ǥ
Revital Ganzi V.P. Education
   revitalganzi@gmail.com
Harriet Cooper Recording Secretary



spock52@prodigy.net 
Mary Ann Merrell Corresponding Secretary



̷Ǥ 
Laura Floyd



loydfam@knology.net


G  B

 


Debra Ellis
Book Club & JNF Program Peggy Littmann
ȀHa’Kol  


Harriet Glasman
Condolence Cards
Barbara Isenberg
Directory Bookkeeper Jenny Pfeffer
Directory Chair 

Jill Weinstein
Directory Editor

Raeus Cannon
Directory Specialty Pages
Mary EvarsǦ








Greeting Cards 

Marilyn Burnett
Ȁ Nora & Elyse Messing
HMO Luncheon 

Peggy Littmann
HUB Advisor 

Bonnie Boring
JNF Tree & Water Certi icates Joyce York
Large Certi icates 
Mary Ann Merrell




Batya Boxt
Leadership DevelopmentMary Linda  






 
New Membership 
Karen Ferency


Marian Jay
 




Records Administrator Barbara Mintz
Social Chair 


Lynn Dryzer
Sunshine Correspondence Barbara Isenberg
Social Media


Lynn Dryzer
Youth Aliyah


Mary EvarsǦ









Saturday, December 1, 2018 UGLY SWEATER PARTY

ǤǤǤ

Wax Museum Brings
History to Life


While students can often view History as a
stale, lifeless subject, that is not the case in Mrs.
Wulf’s Fourth and Fifth Grade classroom. Hearty
discussions, discovering historical patterns and
creative investigations make history come to life. 
While studying the American Revolution,
Mrs. Wulf led the students down a path of
discovery that ended in a memorable conclusion. 
The irst step was to receive their subjects,
either a person or demographic group. The next
step was inǦdepth research. Using our library,
the internet and classroom materials, the
students were able to get a full picture of their
subject. The research led to the writing of a
biography written in the subject’s voice. The
speeches were structured to give detailed
information that the students crafted to be
accessible to the other students in our school. 
The students found through paintings and
The entire class learned so much more than dates and names. Their research
descriptions how people dressed during this
gave them insight about America at the time of the revolution.
time period and came up with
costumes and props. After a thorough
dig through our Drama Costume
Closet they were able to put together
an authentic looking out it. The Wax
Museum was the culmination of all
their research preparation. Each
student memorized their speech and
performed it when a “Start” button
was pressed by pupils in the younger
grades. Each student stayed in
character and recited their speech
with ease. History came alive at KJDS
as memorable characters the
students will not soon forget.

The Fourth and Fifth Grade class
researched characters from the
American Revolution, then recited a
speech in that character's voice for
the younger grades.

1529 Downtown West Blvd  Knoxville, TN 37919  865.560.9922  www.kjds.org
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Science and Seniors:
An Electrifying Match
This winter and spring KJDS embarked on a wonderful
adventure, partnering with Elmcroft Senior Living for a STEAM
Into Service project. Students visited Elmcroft to present
sections of the musical, Peter Pan, to share Purim with the
residents, to host a “Poetry Picnic” and to bring the residents a
Science and Technology Fair. Each event was a tremendous gift
to both the residents and the students. And, the Science and
Technology Fair truly embodied the school’s STEAM Into
Service mission.
To prepare for the fair, students worked in pairs to deeply
investigate one scienti ic or technological concept. They
explored topics including: Light and Color, Coding, Catapults,
Engineering, Astronomy, Anatomy, and Circuits. Each
partnership then used their new knowledge to craft a written
explanation of their learning and a handsǦon experience to
share with Elmcroft’s residents. The residents enjoyed
shooting balls with the catapult, coding robots to draw and
paint, and matching organs to their functions. One especially
exciting exhibit was seeing the robot that K1 students had
This team programmed the "ProBot" to create art. They taught
programmed during the Passover season depict slavery in Egypt. the residents to how to program the robot, giving them a piece
The robot worked, signaled when it was tired or thirsty, and
of art they created and could keep.
moved in and out of a pyramid. 
Not only was the Science and Technology Fair great fun for the residents, it was empowering for KJDS students. The Elmcroft
residents asked questions and praised the students’ learning making them feel like they were creative, hardǦworking, and
important. This learning experience was very authentic for
the students because they had to prepare in a way that
forced them to know their subjects well enough to explain
them and answer questions. They had to collaborate with
their partner to re ine their writing, handsǦon experience,
and presentation. And, they shared their learning, as a
service project, with a real audience. Partnering with
Elmcroft has been a great experience that has led to
student growth academically and in terms of empathy and
relationship. building. The students and staff are so
thankful that Elmcroft welcomed us this year. 

Working with "little bits" (an electronic building block set )
these students used a pear to conduct the electric circuit to
run a robot that paints.
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Teaching Art, Screen Printing 101


Art is a part of our everyday lives, we see art in many different
forms including print art. Our children live in such a visually
stimulating world, they often do not understand the process that
each graphic they see went through to be created. Our own art
teacher, Ms. Annie who works locally creating art graphic art for
musicians, gave our students a unique experience with screen
printing and basic graphic design. As she explains, this unit is
exciting and touches many aspects of art theory. 
This lesson is one of my favorite things to teach, because I love
screen printing! We irst go over "What is screenǦprinting?" I talk
about the difference between design on a tǦshirt vs posters and other
possibilities. ScreenǦprinting and spray paint stencil combines many
art elements and principles in one project. We can reinforce art
elements like line, shape, color, value, form, texture and space, and
principles like balance contrast emphasis, movement and pattern. 
After challenging students to identify famous screen printers
they may know (Andy Warhol!), we then discuss why you would
choose a screen print versus drawing (creating more than one of a
piece of art).
Above: Ms. Annie explains
 Ǧprinting and stenciling really teach patience, because there how to properly spread 
are so many steps to complete before our inal product. Initial sketch, the paint on the screen. 

revision of design, inal design, transferring our design to contact
Right: The ability to use
paper, cutting out design, adhering the contact paper to the screen,
Ǧtraditional materials
and FINALLY printing. This process mimics the Engineering Design
is another luxury of a
 Ǥ
school with small class
Our spray paint stencils also have an initial sketch and inal
Ǥ 
 Ǥ We transfer our stencil design to a special plastic that works
fantastic with spray paint, we consider painting with recyclable materials such as paper/
cardboard stencils. Another aspect that is covered in this unit is safety and nonǦtraditional
materials. Sometimes artists use materials that need special care when handling spray paint or
sculpture materials like sharp wire or glass.Both of these projects show creativity with limits,
answering the question “how can we create a design with a limited color pallet and simpli ied
ǫǳ

KJDS Teaches Singapore Math:

KJDS uses Singapore Math to guide learning in mathematics. Singapore Math
is based on how students learn math in Singapore, where students perform at
some of the highest levels mathematically in the world. This curriculum focuses
on developing students who are problem solvers, and all concepts are taught to
Ǥ
groups you will see:
• Use of manipulatives
• Drawing models
• Multiple strategies
• Deep practice in Math fundamentals
This Third Grader is explaining how he used a
• Step by step problem solving
bar graph to solve his math problem.
• Challenging questions
Singapore Math helps students understand
• Application of concepts to real world scenarios
math, not simply memorize facts.
• Students sharing their thinking

Singapore Math requires students to understand how and why math equations
work. Students are not just memorizing processes and math facts but also understanding the how and why behind the
manipulation of numbers. 

Another strong component of Singapore Math is the visualization of math concepts. After using manipulatives to understand
a math concept, students are led to the pictorial stage where they will draw a diagram, and only then do they move to the
abstraction of lining up numbers in a multiplication equation. Students also learn to use models and drawings to solve word
problems, allowing them to visualize the parts of the problems and how those parts interact. Singapore Math helps our students
build strong number sense and possess a deep understanding of math concepts.
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In Their Own Words.7


The summer before Abby stated Kindergarten we had a plan. The plan was
to send her to A.L. Lotts just like her older sister, Paige. Paige had had a good
experience, we are an interfaith family and I was certain KJDS wasn’t for us. I had
spoken to Miriam Esther about KJDS and explained to her that we did not have
any plans of considering private school. 
Abby started school and we noticed that she was feeling lost. She didn’t feel a
strong connection with the teacher and I decided to go take a tour of KJDS before
the irst week was complete. I walked in and from the atmosphere and warmth
that greeted me at the door, I knew right away things were very different here
than public school. It felt like a warm inviting family from the moment I walked
through the doors. Abby did a trial day soon after and came home to inform us
how much she wanted to go to KJDS. Abby is now in her third year at KJDS and is
so happy, and so are we.
The small environment allows her to grow at her own pace. She is not just a
number due to low student/teacher ratio. Being a small school, communication is
strong and we feel connected at all times. Abby is receiving her Jewish
foundation that she needs and I am keeping my Jewish faith strong with friends
in the Jewish community. 
In addition to the academics Abby is learning skills about selfǦ awareness
and assessment that amaze me each day. She is aware of her strengths and
weaknesses and developing the tools she needs to work through her weaknesses.
We look forward to watching Abby grow the next three and half years!
Making the decision to change to KJDS was the best thing we could have
done for Abby and our entire family. I have developed such a great group of
friends and even went to Israel for the irst time! My husband, who is not Jewish,
feels so comfortable and part of the KJDS family, and even my highǦschooler has
developed friendships with KJDS alumni and feels welcomed at alumni events. 
If you are a family like ours, that never considered private school, I
encourage you to check out KJDS Ȃ it’s not just your typical private school, and it
may be an option you won’t want to pass up for your children.

KJDS Staff and Board


Miriam Esther Wilhelm
Head of School
Louise Lindsay
Innovation Coach
Ann Ely
Director of Operations
Katie Lusk
Ǧ1st Grade Teacher 
Rebecca Blanchard
ʹǦ3rd Grade Teacher 
Tracy Wulf
ͶǦ5th Grade Teacher 
Revital GanziǦ
Hebrew Instruction Consultant
Dana Maman, Helen Horovitz
Hebrew Teachers
Rosina Guerra
Drama Teacher


Chris Quinn
PE Coach


Chris Cook
Music Teacher


Annie Clark
Art Teacher


Board of Directors
Judith Rosenberg, President
Gloria Green ield, Vice President
Nancy Becker, Immediate Past President
Dr. Jeff Becker, Secretary
Dr. Michael Zemel, Treasurer
Judy Brietstein, Anna IroffǦBailey, 
Julia Galanti, Ellen Markman, 
Jacqui Pearl, Sandy Parker, Susan Silber,
Tamara Sturm, Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm, 
Jenny Wood


KJDS feels like home for the Quartararo family. Even though they never
thought about private school, KJDS turned out to be the perfect place for
their daughter.

Education Committee
Sandy Parker & Martha Iroff, CoǦ
Trudy Dreyer, Alice Farkas, Betty Golub,
Norma James, Deborah Roberts, 
Emily Theriot


Financial Aid Chair
Mel Sturm
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Knoxville, TN 37919-5943
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Ha’Kol is a joint community project.

The Jewish Community Archives
of Knoxville and East Tennessee
The Way We Were in 1963
Kindergarten
Graduation at
Heska Amuna
Religious School
Left to right:
Greg Weinstein,
Stephanie Diftler,
Barri Bernstein,
Laura Tobe,
Suzie Schnitman,
Richard Robinson.
Greg’s brothers,
Douglas and Jeff
Weinstein, still live in
Knoxville as do Barri’s
parents, Barbara and
Bernie Bernstein, and
Richard’s parents,
Sandy and
Alfred Robinson.
Thanks to Joyce and
Harold Diftler for
donating the
photograph.

The Archives needs your photographs! Send your photographs (identifying who, what, when,
where) to archives@jewishknoxville.org or contact the archivist at (865) 690-6343.

