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A Prayer for Our Children 
Written by Rabbi Erin Boxt 

  

Open your eyes and look for their smiles; 

Close your eyes and listen for their laughter; 

Reach out your hand and hold a child’s hand; 

Remember the smell of a newborn’s head. 
  

When our children cry, we must be their light; 

When our children hurt, we must heal their pain; 

When our children want, we must provide; 

When our children fear, we must protect them. 
  

It is easy to dwell on what is negative or what is bad; 

It is harder to stand up and make a difference. 
It is easy to forget from where we came; 

It is harder to remember the past as we look to the future. 
  

Today – we make a stand to live for our children. 
Today – we make sure to listen to our children. 

Today – we make the future brighter. 
Tomorrow – we learn from today. 

  

Eloheinu v’lohei Avoteinu v’Imoteinu,  
Give us the strength to go forward.   

Help us to do what is right and what is best  
for our children, our future. 
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Shalom Y’all! 
By Rabbi Erin Boxt 

 

2021…how many of you thought 2020 would never end? 
There are so many reasons to celebrate the ending of 2020 
and the beginning of 2021. From the COVID19 Pandemic to a 
presidential campaign that caused divisiveness throughout 
our country, 2020 felt more like a decade than a year.  
March 2020 – December 2020 felt like years, rather than 
months. However, a new year brings us hope and the potential 
for a brighter future. B’ezrat Hashem – “With God’s help!” 

Throughout 2020, I often found myself needing a break. 
Life seemed to get harder and harder for so many in our 
community, state, country, and world. There were days I just had to stop and force 
myself to rest, to take a moment to breathe. Aware of the need for rest, God gave us 
the Sabbath. Every week, for 25 hours, we are commanded to break.  
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel said, “The Sabbath is not 
for the sake of the weekdays; the weekdays are for the 
sake of Sabbath. It is not an interlude, but the climax of 
living.” 

This time period, the Sabbath day, brings us the 
chance to take a break, breathe and allow our minds and 
bodies to join with our soul to “dominate the self,” as 
Rabbi Heschel wrote. This allows us to enjoy the sacred 
time of Shabbat. Perhaps, for those who struggle with God 
or their relationships with God, the Sabbath allows each of 
us to see God in ways we are not able to during the rush of 
the rest of the week. When our minds, bodies and souls are 
aligned, we can ignore the mundane of the week and focus 
on the importance of Shabbat and its sacred time. 

In the Babylonian Talmud, Berachot 57b, we find one 
of the descriptions of Olam Haba (the World to Come) as 
an eternity of Shabbat. In fact, according to our Rabbis, 
when we reach Olam Haba, we will find ourselves in Gan 
Eden, not the Garden of Eden where Adam and Eve lived, 
but a place of spiritual perfection. Just imagine an eternity 
of spiritual perfection and Shabbat. How glorious that 
would be for every one of us. 

For now, however, we must find ways to not just 
recognize Shabbat, but also to commemorate and 
celebrate this sacred time. In November, the Jewish world 
lost one of the greatest Jewish teachers, one of the greatest 
Tzadikim, Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks. Regarding the 
Sabbath, he said, “Shabbat is the day we stand still and let 
all our blessings catch up with us.” Let us all find time this 
Shabbat and every Shabbat to allow our blessings to  
catch up. 

January2021 
17 Tevet—18 Sh’vat 5781 
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A Blessing for the  
Secular New Year 

  

Another year has passed, O’Lord,  
 Another year  has passed. 

May our memories of the last year  
 encourage us in the new year. 
May all of those we know be blessed again  
 and again; 
May all of the strangers be blessed as well. 
Lord, be with those who are cold or  
 suffering tonight and this year. 
May they find warmth and love from us  
 and everyone. 
May our work together this year bring  
 about safety and harmony for all. 
May 2021 be a good year for us and  

 for everyone. 
Illuminate our paths to You, Adonai  

 and bring us peace. 
 

  Written by:  Rabbi Erin Boxt 
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TBE President’s Remarks 
By Kathy Young, TBE President 
 

To say this past year was unlike any other I have experienced, is a true understatement. I, for one, am 
glad to be finished with 2020. But, the important take away is what was learned during those trying times. 
Yes, I know that we will still need to be vigilant until it is safe to meet in person again. 

So, here are some of the things I learned from the pandemic: 
1. Family is and always will be first and foremost. Family includes my Temple Beth El family as well. 

When I contracted COVID-19 in early November, my Temple family came to my rescue with the most 
generous outpouring one could ever want. These include phone calls, texts and emails plus all the 
wonderful food and goodies from all over. Yes, kudos must be given to Tammy and Eric for all the 
schlepping to the store for me and for their never-ending love and support. 

2. Temple Beth El is made up of the most resilient people I have had the privilege to know and to work 
with. Hats off to the wonderful Executive Committee, our board members and our beloved rabbi for keeping things moving 
as much as possible. I know we are all somewhat overwhelmed with Zoom after Zoom, but you have not complained once. 
Thank you for your outstanding work during these tough times. 

3. Lastly, and this has been the hardest for me, we all need patience. Those who know me best know that patience is always 
not something I have. But you can be assured that I am a whole lot more patient now than I ever was before. Pandemics do 
that, you know. 

I want to wish everyone a safe, happy and most importantly, healthy, 2021. May we all look forward to the time we can be 
back together in person. As always, feel free to teach out to me with any questions, comments or concerns. 
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If you would like to connect  
with TBE on Zoom, here are the 

links to our services: 

 Kabbalat Shabbat Services on  
Friday evenings at 7 p.m.: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/835560058 
Meeting ID: 835 560 058 
Password:  788114 
  

 Havdalah services on  
Saturday evenings at 6 p.m.: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/405314387 
Meeting ID: 405 314 387 
Password:  178744 

 

ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

1. If you have a laptop, smartphone, or tablet, you can 
download the app in advance. 
2. If not, no worries! There are other options! 
You are either able to call in using a landline/cell phone or 
video conference in via a computer/phone/iPad with a 
camera. Both options are listed below. 
 
To call in: 
1. Under, DIAL BY LOCATION, call the number below 
that says NEW YORK (meaning East Coast). You will 

then have to enter the Meeting ID 

2. To video conference: 
1. Click link below that says JOIN ZOOM MEETING. 
2. Something will pop up to download ZOOM (allow it). 
3. Once downloaded, the meeting should open. Please 
make sure to check off  
"Use Computer Audio" 

If you are able, please make sure to mute yourself so noise 
doesn't come through the speakers into the group.  
On laptops/smartphones/tablets, there is a mute button. On 
the video conference, there is a mute button on the bottom 
left corner of the video screen. On landlines, there is not  

really a way to mute! 

 

FACEBOOK INSTRUCTIONS 
 

You do not need a Facebook account to watch/see our Face-
book page, but you do need one to interact with the videos! 

January Birthdays 
 

John Bailey, Lisa Bressler, Susan Derby, Donna Dixon,  
Steve Kaufman, Charleston Miller, Susan Cohen,  
Peter Hance, Gabriel Oleinik, Brenda Rayman,  
Alan Smuckler, Nicole Stern, Joan Cohn, Louis Gross,  
Grace Lewis, Arielle Rosen, Tamara Sturm,  
Jennifer Philipps, Marcy Frankel, Ray Pais, Susan B 
illinson, Anthony Gibbons, Adam Braude, Jack Hicks,  
Danielle Goldfeld, Shirley Sturm, Ron Feinbaum,  
Dinah Park, Pessa Brody, Debra Caylor, Alan Schwartz, 
Scott Weckstein, Shirley McGuire, Sheila Popkin,  
Dani Rosenberg, Michael Gamer, Elaine Freeman,  
Lily Jeanette Hirsh, Rachel Kline, Rachael Feinbaum,  
Benjamin Margulies, Lyubov Morkovnikova,  
Gilya Schmidt, Karen Smith, , Amir Sadovnik,  
Thomas Evans, Stephanie Schwartz, Ann Wayburn 
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Temple Beth El Religious School January 2021 Update 
By Norma James, Religious School Director,  normajames@tbeknox.org  
 

Virtual Religious School returns with Midweek Hebrew on Wednesday, January 6 & Sunday, January 10 
 

Happy New Year!  2020 is finally over!   
Let us all hope that 2021 will be a healthy and happy year for all of us! Of course, we still have COVID-19 to think about, but bet-
ter times are definitely ahead. I look forward to our return to in person learning. The sooner, the better!   
 

ISJL Fellow Ava Gadon has her first visit January 15-17 
Ava Gadon is a New Jersey native and a graduate of American Univer-
sity in Washington D.C. She is in her second year as a fellow at the In-
stitute of Southern Jewish Life, and has been teaching Hebrew and 
Judaic Studies since she was 16. When not working, you can find Ava 
tending to her steadily growing collection of house plants and asking 
her mom to send her pictures of the family dogs. 
 

On Friday, January 15, Ava will give the D’var during Shabbat service. 
On Saturday, Ava is planning an adult education program.  
On Sunday for Religious School, Ava will prepare special programming 
for our youngest, our middles, and our older students.  The  
programming will connect Judaism and social action with MLK Day.  
 

We always look forward to our Fellow visits. Ava has already made a 
huge impact on our Virtual Religious School this year. She has led 
teacher training and offered guidance and programs for online  
learning. We are excited for our students to experience Ava’s creativity 
and love of Judaism. She has a very strong background in Hebrew and 
Jewish education. We appreciate the support we get from our Endowed 
Funds for our ISJL membership. 

Ava Gadon  

Happy 2021 New Year  
from Temple Beth El 

 

May 2021 be a better year 
than 2020! 

 
 Rabbi Erin Boxt 
 Kathy Young, President 
 Larry Tucker, Vice-President 
 Dustin Park, Recording Secretary 
 Peter Rosenbaum, Treasurer 
 Peter Covel, Financial Secretary 
 Steve Lewis, Immediate Past President 



Contributions to the Funds of Temple Beth El 

Donations listed were received as of November 20, 2020 

BEILER FLORAL FUND  
In memory of Ida Markman 
 Steve and Ellen Markman 
In memory of Marcie Silverstein 
 Debbie and Larry Silverstein 
 

CARING COMMITTEE FUND  
In memory of Leon Bornes 
 Lu and Marjorie Bornes 
In memory of Dr. Fredrick B. Millis & 
David Hiller 
 Susan Millis 
In memory of Gene Rosenberg  
& Celestine Yatsko 
 Pat Rosenberg 
In memory of our mother,  
Roberta Epstein Karp 
 Linda Weintraub and  
 Marjorie Bornes 
In memory of Bertha Lees 
 Barbara and Larry Winston 
In memory of Becky Winston  
& Bertha Lees 
 Marilyn and Barry Wohl 
In memory of Shirley Kravitz 
 Kathy Young 
 

CLARENCE STRASBURGER  
SACRED MUSIC FUND  
In beloved memory of my father,  
Sol Richer 
 Nancy Jane Richer 
In memory of Mordecai G. Heiser 
 Gilya Schmidt 
 

ERMA GERSON COMMUNITY FUND 
In memory of Bernice “Bunny” Gerson 
 Martin, Gary & Hillary Gerson 
 

FRIBOURG-BRUNSCHWIG  
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL  
EDUCATION/OBSERVATION FUND  
In memory of Henry Fribourg 
 Stu and Jan Elston 
In memory of Henry Fribourg 
 Nancy and John Waller 
In memory of Henry August Fribourg 
 Judith Diane Meade 
In memory of Henry Fribourg 
 Monique Schatten 
In memory of Henry Fribourg 
 Deborah Roberts and Don Mossman 
In memory of Henry Fribourg 
 Greg Stein and Jeanette Kelleher 
In memory of Henry Fribourg 
 Barbara and Larry Winston  
 

GENERAL FUND  
 Lisa Bressler  
 Reba and Bennett Herzfeld  
 

In memory of Becky Winston & Israel 
Potter and Mimi Brody & Isadore Brody 
 Ivan Brody 
In memory of Ruth Sherman 
 Barry and Brenda Sherman 
In memory of Marvin Shey  
& Sonya Shey 
 Kenny Shey and Debra Ripley 
In memory of Shirley Kravitz 
 Tammy and Eric Stone 
In memory of Shirley Smith 
 Kathy Young 
 

HERMINA BEILER EDUCATIONAL 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT  
MEMORIAL FUND  
In memory of Gerson Bush,  
Sara Sue Bush & Bernard M Schramm 
 Deborah Roberts and Don Mossman 
 

LICHT YOUTH FUND 
In honor of Genesis 12:3 
 James Murph 
 

PRESERVATION FUND  
For a speedy recovery of Joan Cohn 
and in memory of Shirley Smith 
 Paul Erwin and Renee’ Hyatt 
In memory of Henry Fribourg  
& Shirley Smith 
 Liz Gassel and Michael Pardee 
In memory of Murray Weinstein 
 Wilma Weinstein-Lomax 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Donation By:  Rachael Miller 
In memory of Janet Baker 
 Susan Baker 
In memory of Anne Goldstein 
 Ronald and Ebbie Sandberg 
In memory of Dorothy & Ted Perlmutter 
 Tammy and Eric Stone 
In appreciation for all the beautiful  
High Holiday remote services (and all 
the remote services during COVID-19) 
 Ed and Linda Weintraub 
In memory of Dick Zivi 
 Rick and Nancy Zivi 
 

RONA SIMON ISRAEL  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In memory of Mable Anthony 
 Geoffrey and Pat Wolpert 
 

SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND 
In memory of Shirley Smith 
 Pat Rosenberg 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL CARING FUND 
In memory of Becky Winston 
 Stu and Jan Elston 

Rabbi Erin Boxt 
rabbiboxt@tbeknox.org  
 

Kathy Young, President  
president@tbeknox.org 
 

Norma James   
Religious School Director  
normajames@tbeknox.org 
 

Tina Fleeman 
Temple Beth El Office Staff 
secretary@tbeknox.org 
 
 
 

TBE Office Phone:  
(865) 524-3521  

Fax: (865) 525-6030  
 

Temple Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Our Mission 
 

To inspire individuals to know, live, 
and shape our Jewish legacy. 
 

In fulfilling our mission, we value 
our place in the chain of traditions, 
the diversity of those who seek to 
join us in our venture, and the kind-
ness essential to a sacred commu-
nity. 
 
 
 
 

www.tbeknox.org 
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J a n u a ry  2 0 21  

Because of possible coronavirus –related postponements & cancellations, please double check  

any activity listed within Ha’Kol to ensure the event is still occurring. 

Preschool at AJCC Winter Break — December 21-January 1.  Spring semester starts January 4. 
Heska Amuna Religious School Winter Break—December 20-January 3 

Temple Beth El Religious School Winter Break—December 20-January 3 

S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

     1 
5:15p 

New Year’s Day 
KJA/TBE/Heska offices 
closed 
Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

2 
6:15p 

10a Shabbat Service-HA  
 

3 
 

4 
Preschool at AJCC  
welcomes students back 
from Winter Break 
 

4p Mincha & Torah chat-
HA 

5 
1p Torah Chat with  
Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
8p Ma’ariv (Minyan) w 
Michael Burnett-HA 

6 
Noon Executive Mifgash 
Manhigim-TBE 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-
HA 

7 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee 
Klatch (Zoom) 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed
-TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) & 
Talmud Chat w Rabbi-HA 

8 
5:21p 

Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

9 
6:21p 

10a Shabbat Service-HA  
6p Havdalah Service-TBE 

10 
9:30a Religious School-
TBE 
10a Religious School-HA 
Noon Confirmation class-
TBE 

11 
4p Mincha & Torah chat-
HA 

12 
1p Torah Chat with  
Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
7p Healing Service w. 
Rabbi Boxt & Steve Lewis
-TBE 
8p Ma’ariv (Minyan) w 
Michael Burnett-HA 

13 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-
HA 

14 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee 
Klatch (Zoom) 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed
-TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) & 
Talmud Chat w Rabbi-HA 

15 
5:27p 

Deadline: PJ Library 
Coloring Contest, p. 23 
Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

16 
6:27p 

10a Shabbat Service-HA  
6p Havdalah Service-TBE 

17 
9:30a Religious School-
TBE 
19a Adult Education 
class w/ Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
10a Religious School-HA 

18 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Day 
Preschool at AJCC 
closed for holiday 
 

4p Mincha & Torah chat-
HA 

19 
1p Torah Chat with  
Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
7:30p Hadassah Book 
Group-The Diving Bell 
and the Butterfly –Zoom 
8p Ma’ariv (Minyan) w 
Michael Burnett-HA 

20 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-
HA 

21 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee 
Klatch (Zoom) 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed
-TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) & 
Talmud Chat w Rabbi-HA 

22 
5:35p 

Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

23 
6:34p 

10a Shabbat Service-HA  
6p Havdalah Service-TBE 

24 
9:30a Religious School-
TBE 
10a Tu B’Sh’vat  
Celebration/Religious 
School-HA 

25 
4p Mincha & Torah chat-
HA 

26 
1p Torah Chat with  
Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
7p Healing Service w. 
Rabbi Boxt & Steve Lewis
-TBE 
8p Ma’ariv (Minyan) w 
Michael Burnett-HA 

27 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-
HA 

28 
Tu B’Shevat 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee 
Klatch (Zoom) 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed
-TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) & 

29 
5:42p 

Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

30 
6:41p 

10a Shabbat Service-HA  
6p Havdalah Service-TBE 

31 
9:30a Religious School-
TBE 
10a Religious School-HA 
Noon Confirmation class-
TBE 

      

The New Year for Trees (Tu B’Shevat)  
 

The 15th of Shevat on the Jewish calendar is the day  
that marks the beginning of a “new year” for trees.  
It’s often a time for tree plantings, seders, and more.  
 

Learn more: www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ 
tu-bishvat-ideas-beliefs/. 
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UT Faculty to Lead January 26 Shtisel Television Series Discussion 
 

Join UTK professors for a discussion of the hit Israeli TV show Shtisel! There are  
three sessions on Shtisel including a final one with its creator Yehonatan Indursky. 

The award winning Israeli television series Shtisel, which also streams on Netflix, has  
enjoyed international popularity. The show follows the lives of a family of ultra-Orthodox 
Jews (in Hebrew, haredi) living in Jerusalem. The show’s universal themes – family dy-
namics, love, and loss – are in part responsible for its popularity.  

The first session on December 8 discussed season one. The second session on  
Tuesday, January 26 will discuss season 2 and the final session is February 7,  
and features a discussion with Shtisel creator and writer Yehonatan Indursky.  

Season 2 Discussion: We will host a Zoom discussion led by Dr. Helene Sinnreich 
and Dr. Daniel Magilow of the show’s first season on Tuesday, January 26 at 5:30 p.m.  

Register in advance for this meeting:  
https://tennessee.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMod-CrqD4rH9RmH2_7oyQ89CVTc070XBrd  

After registering, participants will receive a confirmation email containing  
information about joining the meeting. 

 
This session is a lead up event to the Karen and Pace Robinson Lecture on 
Modern Israel which will feature the creator of Shtisel, Yehonatan Indursky. 

Available via Netflix 

Sinnreich Magilow 

The “Knoxville Against Hate” billboard can be found at a prominent position on Hall of Fame Drive going toward the intersection 
with I-40 where travelers go to Nashville or Asheville.  

Indursky 
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Suzy Snoops 
 

Ha’Kol welcomes your good news. Please send information to jyork@jewishknoxville.org  
You can also mail your news to Ha’Kol newsletter. 

c/o Knoxville Jewish Alliance, 6800 Deane Hill Drive, Knoxville  TN 37919 
 

 Mazel tov to Jack Love and Terri Lee on the marriage of their son, Ephraim Love, to  
Sarah Brawner.   

 The Maryville Daily Times published a nice feature on the Roddie Edmonds marker dedication and 
noted the role Chip Rayman, then KJA president, played in getting the marker placed. Roddie Ed-
monds, a member of the U.S. Army’s 422nd Regiment, 106th Infantry Division, was one of thousands 
captured by German Nazis in the Battle of the Bulge in 1944. Edmonds spent 100 days as a POW in 
two different German stalags. His son, Chris Edmonds lives in Blount County and is the senior pastor 
at Piney Grove Baptist Church in Maryville. He researched his father’s WWII heroics and wrote a 
book, No Surrender: A Father, a Son and an Extraordinary Act of Heroism that Continues to Live Today. 
The article can be viewed on their website at www.thedailytimes.com/community/.  

 Knox County Commission chairperson Larsen Jay  featured the installation of the  
Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds marker story in his monthly newsletter.  

 Hillel at UTK Director Tara Bain gave the invocation at the UT-Florida home game  
on December 5. 

UT AEPi Chapter Elects Officers, Gains Members, Little Sisters 
 

This year has been unlike anything the Psi 
Deuteron chapter of AEPi has seen. Although 
there were struggles that come with our current 
COVID-19 situation, the brotherhood of the 
chapter has stayed stronger and more active 
than ever. 

In November, we were able to initiate two 
new men into the brotherhood: Cody Hunter  
of Memphis, TN and Sebastian Altman of  
Houston, Texas.  

Earlier in the year, AEPi decided to start a 
"Little Sisters of the Lion" program. Our new 
little sisters are Paige Motley, Sarah Shipp, 
Leeya Alperin, Gabriella Cassius, and Troy 
Lurie. We are happy to have them around and 
involved in chapter activities. 

AEPi recently elected new executive  
officers for the 2021 year. They are 
 President - Josh Crowley 
 Vice President - Jack Weinstein 
 Treasurer - Zach Rosenberg 
 Secretary - Sebastian Altman  

(not pictured) 
 Brother-at-Large - Andrew Weinstein 

L-R; AEPi chapter officers  
 Josh Crowley,  

Jack Weinstein,  
Zach Rosenberg,  

and Andrew Weinstein. 

The 2020-21 University of Tennessee AEPi chapter in COVID-19 times. 

Chip Rayman and 
Chris Edmonds 
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Renewing Prayer 
By Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 
 

What do we do about prayer?  
There’s no magic bullet for getting better at prayer. I find 

that the words become easier and easier to understand the 
more I say them. Seeing them again and again allows us to see, 
hear, and experience the resonances between different parts of 
the service. We begin to see that in some ways it’s its own kind 
of symphony: notes, themes, motifs, words and libretto are 
repeated in various places; sometimes inverted, sometimes in 
variation. One might say it’s a kind of folk Symphony created 
and accreted over the years by our ancestors.  

Recently Hazzanit Shush and I have been engaging with the 
Institute for Jewish Spirituality (IJS). I’m finding that their program has – in fact – made a significant difference in my 
appreciation of the worship. By engaging in the liturgy, first in my body, second through song, and then also through my 
reflective practices, I’m able to see the ways in which Jewish prayer ever provides spiritual uplift and self-care. The ways 
that prayer and meditation together have always been facets of my soul work. They have always been a part of my life. 

I’m able to see that the Sh’ma and v’Ahavtah are things that have been in my life since before I can remember. I have 
known such words, tunes, or trope as part of my years even since youth. Prayer sometimes reminds us of God’s constancy 
in our lives: of the Almighty’s surety and certainty. It also helps us to acknowledge the ways, small and large, in which we 
dedicate ourselves again and again toward our holy pursuits. And, prayer can show us the ways in which God reveals to us 
Godself through things as simple as the changing of the seasons – unmerited gifts. 

Even if the liturgy is new to you – whether arriving at Judaism late in life or arriving at prayer later in life – it’s still 
possible to start hearing these things as echoes of a continual practice. Take one brief passage of the siddur (prayer-book) 
and try the following IJS exercise. I think that the best place to start is the Sh’ma and v’Ahavtah (also, sometimes referring 
to the English translation side-by-side is a great benefit toward learning the Hebrew):  

1. Settle in a comfortable sitting position. Take a few mindful breaths to come more fully into your 

body, and to relax. Set an intention for this practice period (something like “May the words of this prayer 

reveal their true meaning for me through this practice”). 

2. Read the following passage (the first paragraph of the Shema) out loud, slowly (in Hebrew or 

English). Listen to the words. Notice how they feel in your mouth. Attend to any inner resonance, physical, 

emotional, intellectual. 

4. Repeat your reading of this passage, this time holding in mind the message you took from it before. 

5. Notice what you notice; feel what you feel. 

6. Take a few deep breaths, and conclude your practice with a closing word, prayer or repeating your 

intention. As the day unfolds, notice when and how your affirmation comes to mind, where and when it is 

applicable. 

7. Please share your thoughts with me. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Rabbi’s Remarks...…..........10 

President’s Remarks..….....11 

Adult Education…..………..12 

HARS News…....……….....14 

Hiking Group News……......15 

Contributions…..………......16 

January 2021 
17 Tevet—18 Sh’vat 5781 



President’s Report 
By Markus Eisenbach, Heska Amuna President 
 

With these lines I wish you a happy new secular year 2021. Let us all hope and pray that this year 
will mark a return to normal human interactions that we have so severely missed in 2020. The past year 
has certainly taught us valuable lessons about our desire for meeting and talking to others as well as our 
responsibilities in ensuring the safety of our community. 

This month we finish reading the first book of Torah and we are starting the book of Exodus. After 
the setting of the background of our and the whole worlds story in Genesis, we have finally arrived at the 
foundational events of the Jewish people. After the family story of Genesis, we enter the stage as a nation. 
And it is the retelling of the Exodus at every Pesach that connects us to every generation since. Its mes-
sage of freedom has been taught in every generation and we are asks us to pass our values of freedom and human dignity to the 
next generation. It is the reference point that guides our behavior and can generate directions for our time. 

We are introduced to Moses and his upbringing. He was raised as an Egyptian and then went to live and raise a family in Mid-
ian. This is when he received the call from God to free the Israelites from Egypt. We are so familiar with this story, that we are 
probably not asking the obvious question “Why Moses?” Yet he asks it: “Who am I?” Moses has a very mixed background. While 
he has Israelite ancestry, his upbringing was clearly Egyptian, even his name is clearly of Egyptian origin (we see the same root in 
many Egyptian names, such as Ramses). Then he settles in Midian and marries the daughter of a Midianite priest. This history 
does not seem to predestine him to be the one to lead the Exodus and to be the preeminent prophet. Even though he was reluc-
tant, when called, Moses rose to the occasion. Thus, whatever our own background might be, we also have the potential to make 
changes and get involved in our community. So even if you might think that you are not qualified, I encourage you to explore how 
you can get involved with Heska Amuna and the wider Jewish community this year. Perhaps you want to learn to lead services or 
to chant Torah, you might have some insight to share as a guest Dvar Torah during our Shabbat services or join our lay leader-
ship. We are here to help on your personal journey to find your place within our community. 

Finally, I hope that this year will see us return to a normal life that we have been missing for most of 2020. As vaccines be-
come available and as we keep following the safe practices as recognized by medical sciences, Heska Amuna is looking forward to 
welcoming you back for in-person worship and the interactions we are longing for as soon as it is possible in a responsible and 
safe way. 

I wish all of you a healthy and prosperous new secular year 2021 and I am looking forward to greeting you in person again. 
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Adult Education at Heska Amuna Promotes Lifelong Learning 
By Abraham Brietstein, Vice-Chair Adult Education 
 

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I remember, involve me and I learn (Benjamin Franklin).”  
At Heska Amuna, we firmly believe in the importance of lifelong learning and emphasize not only youth education but also 

adult education. Over the past year, Heska Amuna has continued to offer classes for adults, which has been more challenging 
since the onset of COVID-19 beginning in March. However, the Adult Education Committee was able to organize 12 wonderful 
programs during the year: 

• The Science behind the Novel Coronavirus and Its Implications for Treatment and Immunization   
by Dr. Jeffrey Becker 

• A Musical Tour of the Passover Seder by Dr. Jack Love 
• Mira Kimmelman: Surviving the Nazis (a dramatic reading/play) by Dr. Mark Littmann 
• Sharing Hasidic Stories by Dr. Mark Littmann 
• TikZoom Leil Shavuot classes offered by Dr. Josh Gettinger, Dr. Heather Hirschfield, Dr. Marilyn Kallet,  

Dr. Helene Sinnreich, Dr. Raphe Panitz, Dr. Jack Love, Dr. Erin Darby and Rabbi Alon Ferency 
• Know Your Biblical Archaeology by Dr. Erin Darby 
• Jerusalem In the Time of Covid: Plague, Politics and Piety by Dr. J.P. Dessel 
• Avodah Service: Yom Kippur Traditions from the Temple by Rabbi Alon Ferency 
• Repentance/Redemption in Kabbalah (Jewish Mysticism) by Dr. Ted Besman 
• How Meditation Can Help You Stay Resilient, Engaged and Just Anxious Enough for 2020  

by renown author, ordained rabbi and political columnist, Dr. Jay Michaelson 
• Marginalized Jews by Rabbi Alon Ferency 
• ScholarStream, a series of eight Zoom lectures sponsored by Jewish Theological Seminary 

 

In addition to these one-time Zoom lectures, Heska Amuna continues to offer classes  
on a weekly basis, including:  

• Hebrew classes with Peggy Littmann 
• Talmud study with Jack Love and Raphe Panitz 
• The Ethical Life with Rabbi Alon Ferency 
• Beyond Dispute with Rabbi Alon Ferency and  
• Mindfulness Practice with Rabbi Ferency 

 
In 2021 we look forward to an additional weekly Torah study based on the Torah commentaries  

by the late Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks following immediately after Shabbat services. 
Links for these and upcoming classes can be found in Heska Amuna’s weekly Nu News  

or by contacting our main office at 865-522-0701. 
 
 

The entire Jewish community is welcome to join our adult education classes. There are seldom any fees, 
though occasionally there is a book to purchase. We hope that you will join us in these opportunities for 
continuing Jewish education. 

Peggy Littmann teaches Hebrew classes in the Heska Amuna Winick Library during a pre-COVID-19 session. 

2021 adult education 
courses include a  
Torah study based on 
commentaries by the 
late Rabbi Lord  
Jonathan Sacks. 
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Online  gatherings via Zoom enables educational classes and meetings to take place safely, since the Heska Amuna Synagogue build-
ing is closed to protect staff and congregants during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Bikur Cholim Committee 
 

“ ביקור חולים    visiting the sick,”  (Bikur Cholim) refers to the mitzvah to 
visit and extend aid to the sick. It is considered an aspect of gemilut 
chasadim (“the giving of loving-kindness) and is a fundamental social value 
in the everyday lives of Jews. What could be better? A chance to help 
someone and fulfill a commandment yourself.  
 

The Bikur Cholim Committee at Heska Amuna wants to know if anyone in 
our congregation is in need of rides, meals, a caring call, or per-
haps an errand that needs to be run?  Let us know whenever there is an 
opportunity to extend a helping hand. 
 

Want to join the committee?  
Please contact Peggy Littmann plittmann@comcast.net  
(865) 776 1013.  
Do you have a need?  
Please contact Beverly Wilcox at the synagogue,  
(865) 522-0701, admin@heskaamuna.org or contact Peggy. 
 

A big thank you to everyone who has helped on the committee. Recipients are very grateful  
for the delicious meals, rides, and errands. 
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Morah Vanessa  
Rodriquez teaches 
Israeli values during 
a virtual lesson at 
Heska Amuna  
Religious School. 

November featured a Global Day of Learning for HARS students. 
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Heska Amuna 
Starts Focus 
Groups Gather 
Safely During 
COVID-19  
 

Our Walking/Hiking 
Group is the first of our new 
focus groups. So far we have 
visited Haw Ridge, I.C. King 
Park, Quarry Lake and Oak 
Ridge’s UT Arboretum.  

We have had fabulous 
weather throughout Novem-
ber, so we’ll see how long 
our luck holds. It’s been a lot 
of fun getting together,  
enjoying each other’s  
company, and finding  
beautiful walks in and 
around Knoxville. 

In January, we will start 
another focus group that is a 
Zoom discussion group of 
an intriguing video series 
from Amazon Prime video, 
called The Booth at the 
End.  Each episode presents 
a different moral dilemma. 
How far are we willing to go 
to get what we think we 
want? 

Lots of ideas are waiting 
to happen. We need your 
ideas and leadership. Stay 
tuned for details. Let us 
know of projects that are of 
interest to you.  

Check  with Beverly Wil-
cox, Heska Amuna  
Operations &  
Administration Director, at 
www.heskaamuna.org or 
865-522-0701  or Peggy 
Littmann, at 
plittmann@comcast.net  
or 865-776-1013,  
Programming Vice Chair, 
with questions or  
suggestions. 

Above and left: Happy hikers enjoy being together 
safely. 

Above: 
Quarry Lake, Oak Ridge 
 

Left: I.C. King Park walk 
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Focus Groups at Heska Amuna 
 

New chances to get together virtually or safely outdoors  
for our Synagogue Community 

 
A new Focus Group will be on January 7,  
facilitated by Mark and Peggy Littmann. Every 
other Thursday night at 8:00 p.m. we will discuss 
a couple of episodes from The Booth at the End.  
 

Described as a psychological drama, each  
episode presents at least one moral struggle, 
along with twists, turns, unexpected consequence 
and decisions that seem irrevocable--but are 
they? How far will they go to get what they want; 
how far would you? 
 

We are guaranteed to have lively and provocative 
discussions. Here is the Zoom link to the first  
discussion group. https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/86285419200  
 

The Booth at the End can be streamed from Prime Video, free from Tubi 
(Tubi has commercials) and it may also be available on Hulu. 
The episodes are under 30 minutes and there are only two seasons. It 
shouldn’t take long to discuss the whole series. 
 

*IMPORTANT advice from Dahlia Smith: Do not give up on the program  
until after watching at least the third episode. 



Cohen-Presser Fund 
In memory of Marilyn Presser 
 Esther Webster, Linda Gray-Slovis, 
 Alaina Slovis, David Slovis 
 Dr. and Mrs. Myron Moskowitz 
 Kathy & Don Goldstein 
 Robin Bernstein & Peder  
 Palmstierna 
 Scott Hahn 
 Nicole Russler 
 Herbert Slovis 
 Mark Harris 
 Genevieve Kramer 
 Trudy Dreyer 
 Judy & Jack Benhayon 
 Lee Miller Blotner 
 
Directory/Calendar Appreciation  
 Jenny Pfeffer 
 Daniel Messing 
 Mary Linda Schwarzbart 
 Mark Harris 
 
High Holidays 
In honor of Simchat Torah Honorees: 
Shush Carson, Markus Eisenbach, & 
Jeff Becker 
 Peggy & Mark Littmann 
 
General Fund 
 In honor of Judy Rattner’s Birthday 
 Lee Miller  
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In memory of Morris Skalet 
 Victor & Priscilla Skalet  
  
Yahrzeits 
In memory of William Coe 
 Barbara & Jeff Weinstein 

In memory of Gene Rosenberg 
 Pat Rosenberg 
In memory of Hanna Hahn 
 Jan Hahn & Heather O’Brian 
In memory of Florence & Maurice 
Lieberman  
 Marilyn & Harvey Liberman 
In memory of Libbye Perelman 
 Marie & Charles Perelman 
In memory of Fanny Diamond 
 Marie & Charles Perelman 
In memory of Nathan Rattner 
 Judith & Michael Rattner 
In memory of Rose Eisner 
 Sandra Parker & Steven Beber 
In memory of Celia Shaw & Milton 
Shaw 
 Genevieve Kramer 
In memory of Rebecca Benbenisty 
 Stella Iroff 
In memory of Carmen Pfeffer 
 Jenny Pfeffer 
In memory of Rose Diftler 
 Joyce & Harold Diftler 
In memory of Gertrude Cohen, Oscar 
Glazer, Morris Bresoff, Gerson Cohen, 
Jennie Glazer, Gunsa Glazer & Anna 
Cohen  
 Arnold Cohen 
In memory of Charlotte Kalotkin,  
Julian Kalotkin, & Sandy Levinstone 
 Anne Ehrenshaft 
In memory of Carol Harris, Idell Harris, 
Adrian Harris 
 Mark Harris 
In memory of Moses Slovis & Rachel 
Slovis 
 Herbert Slovis 
In memory of Peter Dreyer 
 Trudy Dreyer 

 

Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 
rabbi.ferency@heskaamuna.org 
 

Chair of the Board 
Jeff Becker 
hachair@heskaamuna.org 
 

President 
Markus Eisenbach 
hapresident@heskaamuna.org 
 

Education Director 
Shuli Mesa 
education@heskaamuna.org 
 

Operations & Administration  
Director 
Beverly Wilcox 
admin@heskaamuna.org 

 

Women’s League Co-Presidents 
Anna Iroff-Bailey & Rosalie Nagler 
WomensLeague@heskaamuna.org 

 

Heska Amuna Synagogue 
info@heskaamuna.org 
 

Virtual Services 
Friday Night Services..............…..6:30 p.m. 
Saturday Morning Services…..10:00 a.m. 
 

Minyanim 

Monday....................................................4 p.m. 
Tuesday....................................................8 p.m. 
Wednesday.......................................6:30 p.m. 
Thursday..................................................2 p.m. 
 
 

For Zoom links, see Nu News or contact 
the Heska Amuna Synogague office at 

(865) 522-0701 
 
 

Minyanim for members can be  
arranged by contacting the President  

one week before. 
 
 

For a list of Heska Amuna's services, 
events, and information, please visit 

www.heskaamuna.org  

 
 

Heska Amuna Synagogue  
is an affiliate of The United Synagogue  

of Conservative Judaism. 

Contributions by Caring People 
Donations received through October 26, 2020 
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Ha’ Kol 
Knoxville Jewish Alliance 

Ha’Kol 
KJA President’s Remarks  
By Bryan Goldberg, KJA President 

 

My internal engine is fueled by constant positivity and forward thinking, mixed 
in with a dose of genuineness and reflection. 2020 did it’s very best to dampen that 
positivity within me and my thoughts were rooted in the present as difficult choic-
es were considered and made weekly. For all of what last year was, 2021 will be a 
year of reemergence in so many ways.  

We still have challenging months to get through before we can return to a “care
-free” life. However, my outlook at the beginning of this year will be to look posi-
tively into the future. With a vaccine in initial distribution, there are plenty of 
hopeful things happening all around. I would like us to prepare now for what we all 
look forward to being able to do once again.  

To that end, I would lay out three formative goals of my tenure:  
 

Re-energize the KJA Board  
Our valued board is comprised of two types of members; either a member holds a concurrent position of lead-
ership within a community organization or a member was elected to serve on our board by the KJA member-
ship. Having a clear understanding of what role you serve and the expectations that come with that position 
can help us work in consortium to better serve and lead our Alliance.  
 

Generate Purposeful Interactions  
Our executive leadership will be reaching out to our community organizations in hopes of creating new bridg-
es of communication and understanding. This will help the KJA better collaborate and build trust with our 
community partners. It is important that these meetings involve the leadership boards of both KJA and the 
organizations. A person only occupies a position for so long, but groups of people can form friendships and 
bonds that last long into the future. 
 

Continue on our Path to Financial Stability  
Over the past three years, we have invested within our building, preschool, camp and pool. These investments 
have started us on a path to financial stability our Alliance has not seen in almost a decade. Continuing on this 
path is of major importance. The physical growth our Community Center can achieve and the level and depth 
of programming we can provide rely on it.  
 

I am eager to work with all of you to accomplish what we can realistically achieve in the next two years. Only 
working together can we make our Alliance what we want it to be. I am often ribbed by my wife that I have an insa-
tiable drive to execute ideas and plans (it oftentimes drives her nuts), so be prepared to receive emails from me or a 
call, and be prepared to get to work!  

January 2021 
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Your Knoxville 
Jewish Alliance 

 
 
 
 

 Arnstein Jewish  
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 KJA Archives 

 B’nai Tzedek Teen  
Philanthropy Program 

 BBYO/ BBYO Connect 

 Community Relations 
Committee 

 Cultural & Social Events 

 Educational Events 

 Friendshippers 

 Ha’Kol Community 
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 Hillel at UTK 

 Indigent Burial Fund 
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 Jewish Advocacy 

 Jewish Family Services 

 KNOSHVILLE 

 Milton Collins Day Camp 
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 AJCC/University Club 
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Support Your  
Jewish Community 
DONATE TODAY! 
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Knoxville, Tennessee 37919 
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2021 Knoxville Jewish Alliance Board of Directors 
(term ends at the annual meeting of the year indicated) 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (2 Year Term) 

 

 President: Bryan Goldberg (2022) 
 Vice President-Administration: Wes Johnson (2021) 
 Vice President-Campaign: Renee' Hyatt (2022) 
 Vice President-Children & Youth: Martha Iroff (2021) 
 Vice President-Community Engagement: Helene Sinnreich (2022) 
 Secretary: Debbie Abrams-Cohen (2022) 
 Treasurer: Bernard Bendriem (2022) 
 Immediate Past President: Chip Rayman 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

 At Large - Rachel Milford (2021) 
 At Large - Cody Hanford (2022) 
 Budget - Jeff Tinley 
 Children's Programming - Betty Golub 
 Community Relations Committee - Karen Robinson 
 Facilities - Jonathan Branton 
 Israel Partnership - Marc Forman 
 Jewish Family Services - Jenifer Ohriner 
 Hillel @ UTK - Helene Sinnreich 
 Long Range Planning - Stephanie Kodish 

 

AUTOMATIC BOARD MEMBERS by virtue of community position 
 

 Jeff Becker, Chairman of the Board, Heska Amuna Synagogue 
 Kathy Young, President, Temple Beth El 
 Steve Beber, Advisory Committee Chairman, Chabad of Knoxville 
 Hilary Shreter, President, Jewish Congregation of Oak Ridge 
 Michael Zemel, President, Knoxville Jewish Day School 
 Andrea Cone, President, Hadassah 
 Stephen Rosen, President, Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds 

The 2020 KJA Annual Meeting was called to order on December 6 by KJA President  
Chip Rayman via Zoom. Members learned about 2020’s issues, discussed by-law amend-
ments streamlining the KJA board positions, then approved the 2021 officers slate and 
the amendments. 

By-laws Update:  
 At the December 6 KJA annual meeting, members approved changes to the KJA by-
laws.  Changes included merging the Vice President of Educational and Cultural 
Events and the Vice President of Public Relations into one position (the Vice President 
of Community Engagement); reducing the number of committee chairs that have 
board positions, and specifying that certain property transfers require a majority vote 
at an annual or special meeting.  The amended bylaws can be viewed at  
https://jewishknoxville.org/about-us/kja-mission. 



 

An Easy Way to Support Your Jewish Community Center 
 

Thanks to the Kroger Community Rewards program,  
you can support the Preschool at AJCC while you shop! 

 
Register your Kroger Plus card in the program, then choose AJCC Preschool as your organization and it will 

receive a portion of the program's annual community donations.  
 

FOLLOW THESE EASY STEPS: 
 

1)    Sign into your digital account. 

2)    Search for your organization. 

3)    Enter the      AJCC Preschool or 41474. 

4)    Select AJCC Preschool from the list and click “Save.” 

 
 

This is a terrific way to help students and teachers at your Preschool at AJCC. 
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Preschool at AJCC Creates a Wish List 
 

Many have asked what the Preschool at the 
AJCC needs, so we created an Amazon 
Wish List (https://www.amazon.com/hz/
wishlist/ls/1U2NCS8KNXOWG/) so people 
can make purchases to support our students 
and staff. Items will ship directly to   
Preschool at AJCC. Thank you! 

The Preschool at the AJCC staff 

thanks everyone who  

purchased books and items at our 

Virtual Scholastic Book Fair.  
 

Thank you for supporting us 

through this annual fundraiser.  

We hope you’ll continue to  

encourage a love of reading with 

your children and families. 
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KJA Leads Effort in  
Honoring WWII Hero  
Roddie Edmonds 
 

On November 15, 2020, on a windy, 
sunlit Sunday afternoon in downtown 
Knoxville, the Knoxville Jewish Alliance, 
along with the Jewish American Society 
for Historic Preservation, the Edmonds 
family, Knox County and the City of 
Knoxville, erected a historical marker on 
Market Street, next to the East Tennes-
see History Museum. 

The marker commemorates Master 
Sgt. Roddie Edmonds’ actions in saving 
the lives of 200 Jewish prisoners of war 
during World War II, by refusing, with a 
pistol pointed at his head, to separate 
Jewish prisoners from other imprisoned 
soldiers at a Nazi POW camp and surren-
der them to the Nazi camp comman-
dant. Edmonds declared, “We are all 
Jews here.” 

MSgt. Edmonds has been recognized 
by Yad Vashem as Righteous Among the 
Nations. 

The KJA contracted a 50-year lease 
for the historical marker with Knox 
County, renewable for 50 additional 
years at $1.00 per year. A more formal 
dedication will be scheduled for spring 
or summer 2021. 

Online articles from the Yad Vashem 
website as well as the Times of  
Israel, NPR, and the Maryville Daily Times 
can  provide more detailed accounts of 
Edmond's bravery. 

KJA leadership has worked for years 
to honor one of East Tennessee’s  
American heroes with this marker. 

Chip Rayman with Roddie’s son, Pastor Chris Edmonds. 

Left: The historical marker can be found 
near the East Tennessee History Center on 
Market Street in downtown Knoxville. 

Far left: Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds 

Bryan Goldberg, BELFOR Property Restoration general manager and KJA president, 
with BELFOR employees, Kenny Chavis and George Nicely, set the marker in place. 
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Bryan Goldberg, KJA President 
 

My name is Bryan Goldberg and I have been married to Adrienne for 9 years. We 
have two children, Chase Ocean, age 5, and Charlize Kai, age 2. 

I was born and raised in South Florida in the Hollywood/Fort Lauderdale area. My 
sister and I celebrated our B'nai Mitzvah in South Florida and then again on  
Masada in Israel along with four other friends in 1996. At age 7, I joined the Ft. Lauder-
dale Swim Team and at by age 13 I was representing the team and the USA all over the 
US and the world. In 2001 and 2005, I was the lead swimmer for the USA at the Interna-
tional Maccabiah Games in Israel, winning an unprecedented number of gold and silver 
medals.  

In 2002, I started my college career at the University of Tennessee, where I gradu-
ated with a degree in business. In addition to my studies at UT and  
as a member of the UT swim team, I continued to represent the USA all over the world, 
winning a gold medal at the Pan American Games. After graduation, I took a position 
with a local home restoration company. After just a few years I was tapped to open an 
East Tennessee branch of an international home restoration business and have been 
with BELFOR Restoration ever since. I am now the general manager.  

Growing up in South Florida I observed my parents and grandparents working with the Greater Miami Jewish Federation and 
Israeli Bonds. My grandfather was on the Board of Federation and participated extensively in fundraising and Legacy Planning. 
My grandma participated in several of the woman's groups and proudly wore her Lion of Judah pin. My parents ultimately  
met as a result of their participation in Federation, my mom having been part of the Young Leadership Program and fundraising 
in Miami. Mom proudly wears her mom's Lion of Judah pin. 

Taking care of the community, and more importantly the Jewish community, is in my blood. With my children attending the 
Preschool at AJCC, it opened the door for me to align myself with the KJA and work my way up on the board. On December 6 at 
the KJA Annual Meeting, I was elected KJA President. 

Mazel Tov to Our Son, Brother, & Uncle 
 

On Your New Position as President of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance 

We are All So Proud of You and  

Know What Your Dedication & Leadership Bring 

 

Our Family’s 3rd Generation to be Involved  

with Jewish Community Service/Philanthropy  

Originating with Gert & Mel Kartzmer 

 

Your Loving Seattle Family, 

Sheryl Kartzmer (Goldberg) & Alan Goldberg  

Lauren Goldberg (Nichols) & Jack Nichols 

Gemma & Evan 

Bryan Goldberg 
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Find back issues of Ha’Kol online at 
www.jewishknoxville.org 
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Ha’Kol Newsletters are 
Available for Viewing  

on KJA’s Website 
 

Need a back issue? Want to show  
an out-of-town friend or relative a story?  

Find Ha’Kol online at 
 

https://jewishknoxville.org/hakol 

Volume 13, Issue 1       January 2021 
Published 11 times per year by the  

Knoxville Jewish Alliance, Inc.  
6800 Deane Hill Drive  

Knoxville, TN 37919-5943 

 
KJA Executive Committee 

President................................Bryan Goldberg 
VP-Administration……….…………...Wes Johnson 
VP-Campaign..............................Renee' Hyatt 
VP-Children & Youth....................Martha Iroff 
VP-Community Engagement..Helene Sinnreich 
Secretary......................Debbie Abrams-Cohen 
Treasurer...........................Bernard Bendriem 
Immediate Past President...........Chip Rayman 
 

Committee Board Members 
Allocations...........................................vacant 
Budget...........................................Jeff Tinley 
Children's Programming..............Betty Golub 
Communications..................................vacant 
Community Relations ...............Karen Robinson 
Facilities.........................................Jonathan Branton 
Hillel at UTK..........................Helene Sinnreich 
Israel Partnership..............................Marc Forman 
Jewish Family Services.............Jenifer Ohriner 
Hillel @ UTK.........................Helene Sinnreich 
Long Range Planning............Stephanie Kodish 
 

Community Board Members  
Jeff Becker......................Chair, Heska Amuna 
Kathy Young….......President, Temple Beth El 
Andrea Cone...................President, Hadassah 
Stephen Rosen……................President, KJCFF 
Michael Zemel……...................President, KJDS 
Hilary Shreter........................President, JCOR 
Steve Beber…............................Chair, Chabad 
 

Board Members at Large 
Cody Hanford, Rachel Milford 

 
 
 
 
 

Ha’Kol Publication Staff 
Joyce York, Editor and Graphic Designer 

Bryan Goldberg, Publisher 

KJA Contributions 
Received by November 30, 2020 

Donations to KJA funds can be made to celebrate  
lifecycle events, remember or honor someone, or to  

support programs of interest. To find a fund or cause 
that you want to support, contact the KJA office at  

(865) 690-6343; email office@jewishknoxville.org; or visit 
www.jewishknoxville.org today and make a donation  

in honor or memory of a friend or  
family member, or to support a cause dear to you. 

Preschool at AJCC 
In memory of James G. Place II 
  Wight F. Boggs 
  Stephen D. White 
  Mary Jo and Leonard Turner 
 

Fribourg-Brunschwig Holocaust Memorial Education Fund 
  Gary Bates 
 

Hillel @ UTK 
  Michael Dzik 
 

Jewish Family Services 
In memory of Marilyn Cohen-Presser 
  Wilma Weinstein and John Lomax 
 

Knoxville Jewish Alliance 
In memory of Janette Kronenberg Kanfer 
  Stephen and Kim Rosen 

 

Thank you to everyone who  
supported the KJA through its 

2020 Campaign.  
We are stronger together. 



Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds 
A Supporting Organization of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee  

Foundation to preserve and strengthen the Jewish Community of Knoxville 

Local Gal’s Philanthropy Makes a Difference  
Against COVID-19 
 

You might be familiar with a local philanthropist who quietly 
makes things happen in a big way. In April, Dolly Parton was 
encouraged by a professor at Vanderbilt to make an “investment” 
in early stage research they were doing on a vaccine. According to 
Dr. Mark Denison, “Her money helped us develop the test that we 
used to first show that the Moderna vaccine was giving people a 
good immune response that might protect them.” As Ha’Kol goes 
to print, the data coming from Moderna is highly encouraging and 
it could develop into the lead vaccine in fighting the coronavirus. 
Philanthropy is nothing new to this lady from Sevier County. 
Remember, she came up with the idea and funding for 
Imagination Library, the project that sends a book each month to 
children all over the country. That program was so brilliant, that 
the Grinspoon Foundation copied it for the Jewish community. 
Today, KJA enjoys the spin-off of Dolly’s success through our PJ 
Library program that provides kids a book each month with 
Jewish content. Vaccines, books, oh, and she can sing a little, too. 

KNOXVILLE JEWISH COMMUNITY FAMILY OF FUNDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 

Stephen Rosen, President; Jacki Imbrey, Secretary/Treasurer; Abraham Brietstein, Past President; Jeff Becker;  
Bernard Bernstein; Arnold Cohen; Robert Goodfriend; Scott Hahn, Richard Jacobstein; Carole Martin; Rosalie Nagler;  

Jenifer Ohriner; Howard Pollock; Pace Robinson; Bernard Rosenblatt; Laura Berry, Administrative Director 
 
 

The KJCFF encourages you to help insure the healthy future of our Knoxville Jewish community  
by including a commitment to the KJCFF in your financial and estate planning. 

 

To learn more about KJCFF philanthropic opportunities, call 690-6343 or visit www.jewishknoxville.org/kjcff 

Knoxville Needs a Fund for Intellectual Pursuits  
 

One thing we have learned from COVID-19 is that we like to learn. 
How many of us have been on Zoom lecture calls with community 
members who are experts in their field? How many of us have 
logged onto another community’s website to watch some amazing 
lecture? For a small community, we are a consumer of intellectual 
pursuits above our size. What if we had a fund in place to endow 
programming solely in arts, sciences, religion, politics, Israel, etc.? 
Typically, when one organization wants to bring someone exciting 
to town, they have to run around to the other organizations to 
build a partnership and find funding. What if there was one-stop 
shopping at KJCFF for this type of programming? 
If you would like to fill in the blank to endow the “____________ 
Knoxville Jewish Lecture Series,” call Stephen or Laura. 

KJCFF Welcomes Its Newest Fund:  
Adam Brown Donor Advised Fund  
 

Mazal tov to the Brown Family on the establishment of 
Adam’s new donor advised fund. Concurrently, Adam has 
created a legacy gift for the Knoxville Jewish Alliance by 
listing the DAF as a beneficiary in his estate planning. A 
native Knoxvillian and recent KJA president, Adam says 
some of his fondest memories are of his family being a 
part of the Arnstein Jewish Community Center. His father, 
Gordy, and grandfather, Buster, were both AJCC 
presidents. The DAF and Legacy gift ensure the Brown 
family legacy remains in the Knoxville Jewish community 
in perpetuity.  
If you have interest in a legacy gift and/or a Donor 
Advised Fund, please contact Stephen or Laura. 

How to Request Assistance from JFS 
 

Usually we use this space to define a charitable term, but 
during this difficult time, we wanted to explain how to ask 
for assistance from Jewish Family Services.  
All inquiries are confidential. If you find yourself in need 
of emergency financial assistance for things such as rent 
or utilities, please call JFS Director, Laura Berry, at 865-
690-6343 ext. 18 or email her at  
LBerry@jewishknoxville.org to schedule an appointment. 

Donations 
 
 

Bill Brody Fund 
 In memory of Ettica  
 Rosenbaum 
 Marla Brody 
 
Heska Amuna  
Cemetery Fund 
 Heska Amuna Women’s 
 League 
 

Preschool at AJCC  
Capital Fund 
 In honor of the birth of Nora 
Swick 
 Renee’ Hyatt and Paul  
 Erwin 

 
Dewey Reich Chesed  
Shel Emet Fund 
 For Yizkor and Yahrzeits 
 Mary Linda Schwarzbart 

 



 

President’s Message 
By Hilary Shreter, JCOR President 
 

Hello, everyone! It has been an exciting six months with JCOR’s new board.   
All of us accomplished a lot this year. Here is a quick list of the larger of our activities: 
 Held a much appreciated “Apples and Honey Zoom” to hear memories  

from current and former members 
 Held Shabbat services every other weekend and Arvit services every Tuesday evening 
 Organized a successful Yom Kippur Appeal to raise money for our future 
 Continued our various Hebrew classes and club on Zoom 
 Cleaned and fixed the canopy at our lobby entrance and replaced ceiling and  

lighting in classroom facilities 
 Restarted the JCOR Book Club on Zoom 
 Began a series of COVID-aware hikes in local parks 

  
In addition, our Sisterhood 
 Celebrated the 100th birthday of Rose Holz, our long-time member 
 Continues to hold Friday night services over Zoom, every other weekend 
 Delivered bags of goodies and the Jewish calendar to all local members for Rosh Hashanah 
 Held a COVID-aware Hanukkah sale and a Zoom Hanukkah Party 
 Continued weekend Israeli dance sessions at the Band Shell in Bissell Park 

Our Communications Chair, Ronnie Bogard, continually kept our members informed and entertained with  
her weekly JCOR e-Bulletin. 

I appreciate everyone's contributions and attendance to our events. Because of your participation, we continue to have a 
strong community despite the pandemic. 

Let’s hope that the vaccines come to Tennessee soon. Looking forward to seeing you soon! 

The JCOR Services schedule is available in the JCOR E-News. 

Virtual Sisterhood  
FRIDAY NIGHT SHABBAT 
Every Other Friday Night  

at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Contact Penny Lukin at 

plukin@comcast.net  

or 865-671-0780  

for information. 

JCOR partners with ORUUC to feed the hungry! 
 

Monthly "stone soup" meal and food baskets  
on the last Friday of every month at ORUUC.  

 
Please make your check payable to ORUUC  

and send to Ronnie Bogard. 
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JEWISH CONGREGATION  
OF OAK RIDGE 

 

Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky—vicrash@yahoo.com 

Hilary Shreter, President—hshreter@gmail.com 

Becky Charles, Sisterhood President—gchar2@aol.com 

 
 

 
101 W. Madison Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
(Mail)  P.O. Box 5434, Oak Ridge, TN 37831 

 

Saturday morning services are virtual on every other  
Saturday at 10:00 a.m. For more information, contact  
Rabbi Rashkovsky at vicrash@yahoo.com. 
 

www.jcortn.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JewishOakRidge/  

To receive JCOR E-News, send your email request to 
events@jcor.info. 

Hiking with JCOR 
left to right Becky, Penny, Linda, Monty, Linda, George, Zane, and Rhonda S. 

Becky at the quarry on the E. Quarry Road Trail  

Pure Joy 
Lily Meyer turns seven years old. Lily has a wildly  
curious mind, a passion for dance, and is the center of 
her grandparents' universe. Her parents are David 
and Gabi Meyer, of Charlotte, NC. Grandparents are 
Beth and Fred Meyer.  



  ב"ה
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Compromise 
 

As we go to print plans are underway for an Epic Car Menorah Parade. From  
Regal Entertainment Headquarters, passing the Henley Street Bridge, down Kingston 
Pike and finishing with a Grand Drive-in Menorah Lighting in the Kingston Pike Park-
ing Lot of Knoxville Wholesale Furniture.  

Our teens found a meaningful and safe way to get together and connect before 
Thanksgiving. We went back to our basics and discussed that Judaism is a religion of 
thanksgiving. We say blessings before we eat, before using something new, prayers 
throughout the day plus a few extra prayers sprinkled in – why? Because the Jewish 
way is to stop, recognize all we have to be thankful for and show our gratitude. Gal 
Gadot begins her day with the Modeh Ani, starting the day with an appreciation for 
our health and the opportunities that lie ahead sets the tone for a productive  
and positive day. 

The discussion was followed by paint! The teens used paint to create gifts with 
inspirational Jewish quotes for seniors, to play and have fun and together they  
painted a beautiful Cteen mural. Opportunities to see each other, collaborate and 
play together are few and far in between these days and we were grateful for the  
magnificent time spent together. If you have a child in middle school or high school 
interested in future Cteen programs, please email Miriam Esther at me@kjds.org 
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January 2 
Alice Abrams ♦ Samuel Bebergal ♦ Charles Brown ♦ Edna Cohen ♦ Nathan Deitch ♦ Taube Diftler ♦ Leib Gabler ♦ Aaron Glazer ♦ 

Louis Gluck ♦ Channah Goldstein ♦ Terry Hahn ♦ Adrian Harris ♦ Louie Herbin ♦ Rose Levy ♦ Maurice Lieberman ♦  

Manuel Marvet ♦ Jeannette Nichols ♦ Herbert Ogle ♦ Esther Ohriner ♦ Leon Saroff ♦ Abraham Schwartz ♦ Helen Shersky ♦  

Melvin Shorr ♦ Selma Tobe ♦ Gregory Waugh ♦ Mary Wolf 
 

January 9 
David Abramson ♦ Rafael Anidjar ♦ Mark Balloff ♦ Joseph Bernstein ♦ Bella Bresoff ♦ Bernard Cohn ♦ Nathan Diftler ♦  

Clarence Mann, II ♦ Fannie Moskowitz ♦ Jacob Ohriner ♦ Leonard Rader ♦ Itzik Rosenthal ♦ Morris Simon ♦ Stephen Sugarman ♦ 

Stanley Webster ♦ Ben Winick ♦ Jill Witten 
 

January 16 
Elaine Brown ♦ Samuel Brown ♦ Seymour Chasan ♦ David Cohen ♦ Isaac Ducken ♦ Romayne Eisenstadt ♦ Bess Feld ♦  

Zelig Frumin ♦ Eva Isaacs ♦ Sybil Joffe ♦ Annie Joffe ♦ James Kutsubos, Jr. ♦ Earl Mazur ♦ Sam Morrison ♦ Cecil Nichols ♦  

Charles O'Brien ♦ Mildred Schwartz ♦ Herman Sebold ♦ Milton Shamitz ♦ Delia Skalet ♦ Mae Stern 
 

January 23 
Celia Berry ♦ Anne Dolinka ♦ Jacob Goodstein ♦ Gladys Johnson ♦ Lillian Klein ♦ Alexander Licht ♦ Robert Moody ♦  

Lillian Morrison ♦ Rabbi David Panitz ♦ Jack Scott ♦ Hinda Scott ♦ Rose Shapiro ♦ Harry Tobe ♦ Elias Ullman ♦ Frank Winick 
 

January 30 
Eugene Cornez ♦ Milton Finkelstein ♦ John Gitman ♦ Helen Hahn ♦ Rose Imbrey ♦ Lela Lippner ♦ Hilda Presser ♦ Joseph Richer ♦ 

Esther S. Rosen ♦ Sarah Rubenstein ♦ Charles Silverman ♦ Harry Strauss ♦ Frances Sturm ♦ Clarice Weinstein 

January 1 
Rosa Bart ♦ Athena Brandy Cadence ♦ Irene S. Fox ♦ Luba Golburt ♦ Ricka Licht Goodfriend ♦ William Haas ♦ Elise Goldberg Hyatt 
Ida Feldman Kaminsky ♦ Samuel Levy ♦ Lena Silverman Moskowitz ♦ Pauline Orovan ♦ Ted Pais ♦ Sandy Parsons ♦  
Esther Reich ♦ Sanford (Sandy) Allen Sachs ♦ Abe Schwartz ♦ Lillian S. Weiss ♦ Ben R Winick ♦ Lois Fox Wolpert 
 

January 8 
Marcus Bressler ♦ Tammie M. Brodie ♦ Harry Bronstein ♦ Mildred Erwin ♦ Alexander Feldblum ♦ Jean Fribourg ♦  
Sam Morrison ♦ Arthur Slome ♦ Raphael Wolpert ♦ Bella Zavels 
 

January 15 
Isadore Beiler ♦ Minette Jacobstein Clark♦ David Farin ♦ Henrietta Feldblum ♦ Milton Heller ♦ Minnie Hochenberg ♦  
Millie James ♦ Lena B. Konigsberg ♦ Mary Kichler Licht ♦ Marie Noon ♦ Helen Tumpson ♦ Samuel Webber ♦ Stanley Webster ♦  
Max Zuckerman 
 

January 22 
Fannie Liebman Beiler ♦ Frank Bernard ♦ Mary S. Bernard ♦ Walter N. Blaufeld ♦ Ev Bornes ♦ Joseph Herman Bush ♦  
Bill Dillon ♦ Robert Goldstein ♦ Muriel Greenbert ♦ Henry Handler♦ Theodore Hecht ♦ John Kelleher ♦ Ella Marx ♦  
Annie Lucille "Lucy" Rankin ♦ Helen Sandberg ♦ Jacob Spiro ♦ Beatrice S. Steinfeld ♦ Robert Zivi ♦ Muriel Zuckerman 
 

January 29 
Maxine H. Arbital ♦ Albert G. Bessel ♦ Ethel Brown ♦ Leo Diamond ♦ BettyAnn Feldblum ♦ Frank Heart ♦ Annie Joffe ♦  
Dr. David Lee ♦ Lillian Leimsidor ♦ Regina W. Lippner ♦ Charlotte Loebl ♦ Sarah Vendig Samuel ♦ Irvin Shenkman ♦  
Basia Shusterman ♦ Boris Shusterman ♦ Helen M. Siegel ♦ Joseph Soss ♦ William Steinberg ♦ Jeanne Daily Vogelfang ♦  
Tom Watson ♦ Evalyn B. Weiss 
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HADASSAH KNOXVILLE INVITES YOU  
TO PURCHASE 2021 MAH JONGG CARDS  

 

Hadassah Knoxville is taking orders for 2021 Mah Jongg Cards. Based on 
the number of cards sold, the National Mah Jongg League makes a dona-
tion to Hadassah Knoxville. Anyone can order cards from Hadassah Knox-
ville, so pass this order form on to all friends, neighbors and Mah Jongg 
groups! They don't need to live in Knoxville. Order your 2021 Mah Jongg 
cards by sending the completed order form, along with a check  
payable to Stephanie Rich, and mail to her at 718 Dogwood Valley 
Road, Kingston, TN 37763 by January 21, 2021.  
 

These are official cards and will be mailed by the National Mah Jongg 
League, usually in late March/early April. 

2021 MAH JONGG CARD ORDER FORM:    print please legibly 
Name  

Address  

Phone Number  

E-mail  

Have you ordered through Hadassah Knoxville before?   Yes:______   No: _______  

Are you a member of the National Mah Jongg League?   Yes: ______   No: _______ 

If so, provide your League membership number, if known: ____________________________________  

No. of Standard Size Cards @ $9.00 each    Number ________  X 9.00 =  $ __________  

No. of Large Print Cards @ $10.00 each   Number ________  X 10.00 = $ __________  

Total Enclosed: $ _________________   (Make your check payable to Stephanie Rich.) 
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Thanks to all our speakers. They will 
continue to welcome the opportunity 
to ask more  
questions on the benefits of eating 
healthy. 
 

Matt Niswander,  
mattniswander@gmail.com  
Family Nurse Practitioner and 
first-generation cattleman from 
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee.  
 

Jessy Shanks, jharri50@utk.edu 
University of Tennessee Animal 
Science professor. Her profession-
al interests stem from small rumi-
nant management and production 
systems. 
 

Tyson Roberts, (found on  
Facebook) Produce farmer and 
represents the 6th generation of 
Roberts’ to farm in Layton, Utah. 

 
Thank you to our HMO committee:  

Jean Begue, Peggy Littmann, & Andrea Cone  
 

Buy a Tree or Water Certificate in honor or memory of, or just support Israel 
contact Joyce York at joyceyork12@gmail.com.  

Hadassah Medical Organization (HMO) 
MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT YOUR FOOD 
Virtual Fundraiser  
By Andrea Cone, President 
 

Our program on Sunday, November 15, 
2020 was brought to you by our SPONSORS 
and contributor. We are so thankful to bring 
you wonderful programs on behalf of their 
generosity.  

We gathered on a Zoom call (the new 
normal) with more than 42 guests from 
Hadassah Knoxville chapter as well as other 
Hadassah chapters in the United States.  

Some of our guests were not sure of 
what they were looking to hear and learn 
about.  We were fortunate enough to have 
taken an idea from Jean Begue, Hadassah 
Knoxville Social Chair that Rachel Cone, 
(Director of State Affairs, Montana Farm  
Bureau Federation) developed into this topic 
for our annual HMO fundraiser. Kristen 
Walker, (Regional Field Director, Beef Advisory Committee, Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation) and Rachel suggested great 
leaders in the agriculture world from all over the USA. These leaders shared their wisdom to teach Hadassah members about 
misconceptions about our food and provided a great presentation. Lots of question were answered, lots of knowledge was 
gained.  

We learned about so many things, including the confusions that labels on food lead to. The picture above shows what GMOs 
are. Did you know that some companies put non-GMO labels on things that cannot even be a GMO? #themoreyouknow 

 

We thanked our speakers for their time and knowledge with a certificate to plant a tree in Israel.  
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Hadassah Member  

Benefits 
 

• Hadassah Knoxville  
Newsletters bi-weekly 

• HADASSAH KNOXVILLE (cover by 
local artist) Membership Directory  
Shopping Guide & Datebook 

• Subscription to Hadassah  
Magazine: print and digital 

• Connecting people with shared  
values in Knoxville and across the 
country 

• Empowering women by joining to 
influence positive change 

• Access to webinars/podcasts/videos 

• Receive national  
communications 

• Invitations to national as well  
as regional events 

• Offers to exclusive group travel to 
Israel via missions 

• Opportunity to participate in  
advocacy initiatives 

• Access to Health & Wellness  
programs and resources 

• Privilege to support the  
organization through a variety of 
giving opportunities 

 

 

As a Hadassah member, 
 let us know if you are not get-

ting the new formatted  
newsletter: 

 

Contact Andrea Cone at  
hadassahknoxvilleac@gmail.com 
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Knoxville Chapter  
of Hadassah 

 

Executive Board 
 

Andrea Cone President 
     hadassahknoxvilleac@gmail.com 
Laura Floyd  Treasurer 
      floydfam@knology.net 
Shuli Mesa  V.P. Programming 
      shulime@gmail.com 
Revital Ganzi V.P. Education 
      revitalganzi@gmail.com 
Harriet Glasman   Recording Secretary 
       harrietglasman@gmail.com 
Mary Ann Merrell Corresponding Secretary 
      mamerrell@yahoo.com 
Laura Floyd  Advisor 
      floydfam@knology.net 
 

General Board 
Arrangements    Debra Ellis 
Book Club & JNF Program     Peggy Littmann 
Bulletin/Ha’Kol    Harriet Glasman 
Condolence Cards   Betty Golub 
Directory Bookkeeper Laura Floyd 
Directory Chair    Jill Weinstein  
EVOLVE SPARK   Abby Kaplan 
Historian/Yearbook  Jenny Pfeffer 
HMO Luncheon    vacant 
HUB Advisor     Bonnie Boring 
JNF Tree & Water Certificates    Joyce York 
Large Certificates   Mary Ann Merrell 
Layettes      Batya Boxt 
Leadership Development  Mary Linda   

            Schwarzbart 
Membership     Nancy Britcher 
Parliamentarian   Marian Jay 
PRAZE       Harriet Cooper 
Records Administrator Barbara Mintz  
Sunshine Correspondence Betty Golub 
Social Media     Jean Begue 
Youth Aliyah     Mary Evars-Goan 
 

Greeting Cards: https://www.hadassah.org/
ways-to-give/ecard-marketplace/ecard-
main.html 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Hadassah Book Club News 
 

All Jewish women of the greater Knoxville area  
(and friends) are welcome to join us 

 

We welcome you to participate in our Tuesday, January 15 Hadassah 
Book Club meeting. We will start at 7:30 p.m. and anticipate using Zoom.  
We will be discussing Educated by Tara Westover. 

Born to survivalists in the mountains of 
Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the 
first time she set foot in a classroom. Her 
family was so isolated from mainstream 
society that there was no one to ensure the 
children received an education, and no one 
to intervene when one of Tara’s older 
brothers became violent. When another 
brother got himself into college, Tara 
decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest 
for knowledge transformed her, taking her 
over oceans and across continents, to 
Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only 
then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home.  

 

• February: The Book of V by Anna Solomon 
• March The Giver of Stars by JoJo Moyes  

 

Questions? Please check the Hadassah webpage at  
https://jewishknoxville.org/hadassah or contact  

Barbara Mintz  at barbara@bmintz.com or (865) 363-4149 
 

An RSVP is helpful as we continue to use Zoom.  

Celebrate Motherhood with a Hadassah Layette 
By Batya Boxt 
 

 Hadassah sends layettes to women who have a new  
baby or grandbaby. A layette is a card from of all us  
congratulating them on the new baby! 
 When I receive information about a future  
Hadassah member’s arrival, I will email all of you. If 
you are interested in having your name included on 
the layette, please email me back and let me know. 
 If you don’t have a layette account, please send 
me a check to set that up. I’d recommend $25 to start. 
If you need to replenish your account, please send that check to me as well. 
So that my address isn’t distributed publicly, please email me to request my 
address. Let me know how much money you’d like to donate to the layette 
and I’ll deduct that amount from your layette account.  When the account is 
low (around $5), I’ll email you so you can refill it. Please contact me at 
batyaboxt@gmail.com .  
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Teaching the Tools of Scientific Knowledge  
 

The goal going into this topic in science wasn’t to learn what gravity is, but to learn 
how to support our ideas about gravity as scientists. So we began by creating a claim 
about the force of gravity. Our class developed the claim that “the force of gravity pulls 
matter towards a surface.” After creating a claim, students grouped together to create 
an investigation to support this data. Many students investigated the dropping or 
throwing of various objects from different heights. This brought on so many more rich 
wonderings that hopefully we can dive into later this year.  

Again, at a fourth and fifth grade level, students understood that the force of gravi-
ty pulls objects down, so the goal was to help students understand that scientists sup-
port the claims that they state with evidence. Next, we began to organize our data and 
claim into a CER statement or claim, evidence, reasoning statement. We talked about 
how we could find connections in our evidence to the claim that we made as scientists. 
Then, students researched. Students read different texts on gravity with the question 
‘What changed, challenged, or confirmed my thinking?’ in mind. This question allows 
students to understand when their ideas are being shaped and when they are learning. 
All of this led to yet another part of our scientific report, the reasoning, by using our 
research to bridge our claim and the evidence we collected earlier in our investiga-
tions. Finally, we reviewed the concept of gravity and its effects on earth by completing 
a guided demonstration. Students had to place various people standing in different 
parts of the world on a globe. They were able to see that someone in Antarctica ap-
peared to be standing upside down. By completing this last exploration, students were 
able to see a visual model of the ideas and knowledge they pos-
sess about the topic of gravity and Earth's core.  

My goal is to equip students who have such a depth of scien-
tific knowledge with the tools to then communicate their 
knowledge as a scientist would, backing up their ideas based off 
of their observations with evidence and reasoning. As we contin-
ue the year, and dive into topics like the sun and shadows, ener-
gy, and physical and chemical changes in matter, we will contin-
ue to build our skills around communicating knowledge and 
learning as true scientists. 

Placing the “people” physically on the 
globe gave the students a new perspec-
tive and led to more questions.  

Left and above: Gravity is something these students already 
know, but taking the learning deeper and asking questions like 
a scientist was the goal of this unit.  
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Let the Voters Be Heard  
 

The Kindergarten/First Grade class just wrapped up our election unit. We explored how to make our opinions heard through 
voting! We read several election-themed books, such as Grace for President, Duck for President, Splat the Cat for President, and My 
Teacher for President, and compared the characters as we explored which characters demonstrated strong leadership skills.  

To wrap up our unit, students used the Engineering Design Process to design their own ballot box in groups. Ballot boxes had 
to meet the following criteria - be sturdy, provide for privacy of ballots, and not show bias so that the voter is not persuaded. Stu-
dents had to tap into their skills as strong community members to make compromises, listen to each other, and speak to each 
other in a nice tone of voice. Each group was assigned a topic for their ballot box: (fictional) president, challah topping, recess 
game, and lunch activity. Groups worked together to come up with three voting options. 

On voting day, ballot workers were assigned to each ballot box to help read ballots as needed, check for identification, and 
show where to place the ballot in the box. This group LOVES to build with their hands. They are embracing the Engineering De-
sign Process, noticing that often we will have to go back and make a new plan to improve upon our design. They now understand 
how the voting process works and that Chocolate Challah is the winner!  

Above: Each Poll Worker was 
given instructions to help the 
voter, but not influence their 
vote.  
 

Far left: Creating their ballot 
was a group effort. Each box 
was unique and met the specifi-
cations.  
 

Left: With the help of a Poll 
Worker, this citizen places his 
vote into the ballot box. 

Each voter needed to show his or her “voter  
registration card.” 
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It’s Research Time  
In Tennessee! 
 

Students in Grades 2-3 have begun a unit on 
Tennessee and biodiversity. This will be their first of 
several group research projects this year, and it is so 
exciting to see them begin to work more inde-
pendently. The students are working in groups to 
learn about the culture, landforms, and history of the 
Three Grand Divisions of Tennessee. With the guid-
ance of team leaders, each group works to answer a 
series of questions about their given region. They 
also share this information with each other, working 
as "student teachers" to give their knowledge to 
their teammates. This ensures that each member of 
the team has the opportunity to contribute, as well 
as coming to realize that they learn best when they 
help each other.  

Once students have answered each question, 
they collaborate in an activity called 4-Square. In this 
activity, each student contributes to create one 
"group best answer" to each question. This ensures 
that they are all ready and able to teach the rest of 
the class about their region. By working together in 
this way, we build on our last unit (Community) as 
our kids learn to see themselves and their friends as 
both learners and teachers.  

We will integrate Reading (as we dive deeper 
into texts to become experts on their regions), Sci-
ence (as we learn about the animals indigenous to 
each region), Writing (as our students learn to craft 
quality informational paragraphs about their "expert 
topic"), and public speaking (as they share and learn 
to present their information). This project will cul-
minate in a presentation to their peers.  

Students learning to work both independently 
and as a team is a critical part of their learning in the intermediate grades.  
Mrs. Blanchard continues to be amazed by their deep conversations, support of 
their peers, and enthusiasm as they share knowledge. 

Above: Research on Tennessee has been fun 
and interesting for the students. 
 

Left: Using maps was an important part of 
this project.  
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KJDS Staff and Board 
 

Miriam Esther Wilhelm 
Head of School 

Louise Lindsay 
Innovation Coach 

Ann Ely 
Director of Operations 

Jenny Parker Wood 
Director of Admissions 

Brooke Haskins 
Katie Lusk 

K-1st Grade Teachers 

Rebecca Blanchard 
2-3rd Grade Teacher  

Fran Julien 
4-5th Grade Teacher  

Revital Ganzi-Sagiv 
Hebrew Instruction Consultant 

Dana Maman 
Hebrew Teacher 

Julia Stark 
Drama Teacher 

 

Chris Quinn 
PE Coach 

 

Lev Gross Comstock 
Music Teacher 

 

Amy Broady 
Art Teacher 

 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President: Michael Zemel 
Vice President: Ellen Markman 
Treasurer: Odysseus Bostick 
Secretary: Jeff Becker 
Founding Officer: Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm  
 

Nancy Becker, Bernard Bendriem, 
Judy Brietstein, Gina Di Salvo, Rachael 
Oberman Ellis, Gloria Z. Greenfield, 
Maurice Guigui, David Hull, Anna Iroff-
Bailey, Sandy Parker, Judith Rosenberg, 
Susan Silber, Tamara Sturm 

In Their Own Words 

Debbie and Jeff Abrams Cohen  
 

There was never a question of whether or not to send our son to KJDS, after 
all Gabe’s big sister Samantha had also gone there and we had already experi-
enced what KJDS can offer to kids & families.  

KJDS offers more 
than just a quality  
education. Gabe is 
encouraged to re-
search and explore 
any and all subjects 
that are of interest to 
him. He comes home 
talking about anything 
from the Periodic ta-
ble to Midrash to dif-
ferent music genres. 
He makes kids laugh, 
challenges his teach-
ers with questions, 
and then comes home 
to challenge his par-
ents and grandparents 
with even more ques-
tions. He is learning to 
love learning and he is 
learning how to learn – how to ask questions, how to listen and interpret re-
sponses, and how to integrate information. He is learning how our world oper-
ates and how everything is related within our world.  KJDS gives him this confi-
dence to be who he is. He is learning to be a leader and a good friend. He is learn-
ing all of these things in the safest environment possible where he is treated with 
respect and love so that he learns to treat others with the same respect and love. 
KJDS has been the best investment into our children's futures and a wonderful 
family to be part of.  

The Abrams-Cohen family have been pleased at the aca-
demic and social-emotional growth of their children.  

KJDS Thrilled To Welcome Back The Presser Family!   
 

The Presser family had a memorable time in Finland, where they spent the 
past year (August 2019-July 2020).  Lo was a visiting Fulbright professor at  
Tampere University in the Faculty of Social Sciences.  Halen and Ansel attended 
the first grade at the Finnish International School of Tampere.   

The Pressers enjoyed hikes in the forest, munkki (cardamom donuts), dips  
in the lake, snow, and new friends.  Their apartment had its own sauna. Halen 
walked to and from the 
nearby public library on her 
own each Saturday. 

When it came time to 
return to the USA, KJDS 
beckoned.  Having had a 
magical time here in kinder-
garten with  
Haskins, the Presser kids 
longed to be with their 
friends and the KJDS com-
munity welcomed them 
back warmly.   
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Contact Melissa Jones to place an ad today! 
mjones@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6570 

Support the
KJA Campaign
www.jewishknoxville.org

 Imbrey & Associates is now

 Jacki S. Imbrey, CLU,ChFC, CFP® RICP®

 Richard M. Imbrey, CLU, ChFC, CFP®

	 David	H.	Jeffries,	CFP®, RICP®

 “Focusing on strategies for
 wealth accumulation and
 retirement income distribution”

1322 Dowell Springs Blvd. • Knoxville, TN 37909

(865) 588-9333
www.WaypointKnoxville.com

Knoxville, Nashville, 
Memphis, Clarkesville and 

Cleveland/Chattanooga

 East Tennessee
 Rooter & Plumbing

HOME OF $35 BACKFLO TESTING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Plumbing/Drain Cleaning
 Back Flo Testing

State License #47637 P.O. Box 52906
Insured & Bonded  Knoxville, TN 37950

(865) 688-0357

Bring Your Event To Life!

Say Cheese! We bring the FUN to you with 
our Magic Mirror Digital Photo Experience!

Great for Bat Mitzvahs, Weddings, 
Proms, Corporate Events, and More!
Personalize your photos with props, 

backdrops, customized
templates, and more!

Call us now at 865-312-1060
for your special party package!

With our NEW state of the art
interactive Magic Mirror
Digital Photo Experience.

www.saycheesephotofun.com

maryvillemonument.com

(865) 983-3192
804 E. Broadway Ave. • Maryville

 JUDY TEASLEY
 LUXURY HOMES SPECIALIST
 o 865.694.5904 | c 865.599.9500 | f 865.694.5924
 judy@judyteasley.com | www.judyteasley.com

Each Keller Williams
Office is Independently 
Owned and Operated

I Top 10 in the Southeast Region 2011-2015, 2017
I Keller Williams Presidents Club and Customer Service Award 2016
I Best Individual Real Estate Agents in Tennessee
 per Real Trends 2013-2017

 865-524-0510 • agc@dmrpclaw.com
 www.avvo.com/attorneys/37919-tn-arnold-cohen-4289077.html

 Dunn, MacDonalD & ReynolDs, Pc
 6204 Baum Drive • Knoxville, Tennessee 37919

Tax & Business Planning • Contracts • Real Estate
IRS & State Tax Disputes • Estate Planning
Probate • Conservatorship • Guardianship

Arnold G. Cohen, Attorney at Law

2001 Alcoa Highway

All the Brand New Space You’ll Need for Your NextAll the Brand New Space You’ll Need for Your Next

Call Our Sales Department 865-970-4300, Option 2Call Our Sales Department 865-970-4300, Option 2



Serving seniors with extraordinary
non-medical care in Knox, Anderson & 
Roane County since 1997. Call now to 
see how we can help your loved one.

Home Instead Senior Care is locally 
owned & operated by Amy L. Hull

Call to meet with someone
from our team today!

865.523.1300

Leibowitz Law Firm, PLLC
Attorneys at Law

 LAWRENCE P. LEIBOWITZ 
 BRANDON J. TINDELL

TEL (865) 637-1809 • FAX (865) 637-9276
WWW.LEIBOWITZFIRM.COMWWW.LEIBOWITZFIRM.COM

608 GAY STREET S.W.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

Dependable Care by
Experienced CAREGiversSM

To learn more visit homeinstead.com
Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise

office is independently owned and operated.

Sign Up For
Summer Camps 

Today!

www.jewishknoxville.org
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507 West Clinch Ave. • Knoxville
(865) 546-2300 • www.bhspc.com

Tax, Accounting and Auditing
Litigation Support • Fraud  

Examinations • Business Valuations

Bible Harris Smith, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants and 

Business Advisors Since 1949

Breast Cancer
Breast Surgery

Call (865) 692-1610
(423) 714-1955

Imelda G. Margulies, FNP
Call 692-1602

BRCA & Lynch

• BRCA & myRisk Panel Testing
• High Risk Breast and Prostate Cancer
   Assessment Especially for Ashkenazi Jews
• Cancer Genetic Risk Assessment

Clinical Genetics
Service

Helping you and your family
reduce your risk

Aaron G. Margulies MD Call us today. 
We are here 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week, 365 days a year.
Broadway - (865) 523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel - (865) 588-8578

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

 Home Financing You Can Count On

Gary SturmGary Sturm
SR. LOAN OFFICER • SR. LOAN OFFICER • BRANCH MANAGERBRANCH MANAGER

865-691-8910865-691-8910
gary.sturm@migonline.comgary.sturm@migonline.com
www.sturmhomeloans.comwww.sturmhomeloans.com
NMLS #1375205, TN #125405NMLS #1375205, TN #125405

LANCASTER
LAND

MANAGEMENT
 (865) (865)
 617-1200 617-1200

865-524-8106
knoxdefense.com

607 Market St., Ste. 1100 Knoxville, TN 37902

CALL FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

Joshua Hedrick 
Knowledgeable, Experienced, 

and Dedicated Defense
With over 80 years of

combined experience, we
offer unmatched legal defense
in trial and appellate courts.

Please call for special attention regarding your real estate needs.

JUDY BRIETSTEIN
CRS, GRI, REALTOR®

865.966.1111 Office
800.235.4236 Toll Free
865.803.7246 Cell
judybrietstein@gmail.com
www.LiveInKnox.com
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The Jewish Community Archives  

of Knoxville and East Tennessee 

6800 Deane Hill Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37919-5943 
www.jewishknoxville.org 

The Way We Were in 1958 
 

National Federation of  
Temple Sisterhoods  
Biennial Convention  

in Miami Beach 
 

Celebrating Harold Winston’s 
39th birthday during the NFTS’s 
22nd Biennial Convention at the 
Carillon Hotel in Miami Beach 
were good Knoxville friends,  
all no longer with us. 
 

Near side of table, left to right:  
Betty Goldberger, Melvin 
Goldberger, Elise Levy;  
far side of table, Becky  
Winston, Harold Winston,  
Maurice Konigsberg,  
Stanley Levy. 
 

Harold and Becky’s sons Jerry, 
Barry, and Larry Winston live 
in Knoxville as does Stanley and Elise Levy’s nephew Richard Licht.  
  

Thanks to Richard Licht for the donation of the photograph and the identification of those  
in the photograph. 

The Archives needs your photographs 
 

Send your photos of "The Way We Were" (identifying who, what, when, where) to  
archives@jewishknoxville.org, or contact the archivist at (865) 690-6343. 


