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In This Issue 

 
Knoxville Jewish Alliance Annual Meeting 

Sunday, December 6 
2:00 p.m. 

A Zoom link will be emailed closer to the meeting date 
 
 

Members will learn about KJA activities and projects 
and elect the 2021 KJA Board of Directors. 
 
Reminder:  
To vote at the KJA Annual Meeting, you must be a member in 
good standing. KJA members includes annual  
campaign donors and AJCC members. To be a member in good 
standing, one shall be current in their payment of fees, dues and 
other assessments. (Fees paid for services, such as those paid for 
classes, preschool, or MCDC are not considered a contribution to 
the KJA annual campaign.) 

Mishkenot She'ananim in Israel Zoom Tour 
Sunday, December 20 — 11:00 a.m. 

 

Join your fellow Knoxville Jewish  
Alliance community members as  
we tour Mishkenot She'ananim, the  
revolutionary first neighborhood  
built outside the walls of the Old  
City, with StandWithUs. 

 

RSVP to  
LBerry@jewishknoxville.org  

for the Zoom link  



Ha’ Kol 
Knoxville Jewish Alliance 

Ha’Kol 
KJA President Elect’s Remarks  
By Bryan Goldberg, KJA President Elect  

 

In life, it is rare that any of us are able to pursue a cause or  
altruistic purpose with our full measure. For a lucky few of us, 
sometimes our calling in life affords us that opportunity. But for 
the vast majority, our time and energies are often split between 
our professional responsibilities, raising our children and our  
philanthropic pursuits. In the fall of 2017, our Executive Director 
announced her intentions to depart, while at the same time our 
organization was looking for a new President. Chip Rayman  
accepted the responsibility and led the KJA despite his relative newcomer status and active 
retirement. I had the pleasure of working alongside Chip these past three years and can say without hesitation that he averaged 
well over 40 hours a week. He has done an admirable service representing our community to the greater public, working with 
our various committees and boards and being a leader to our professional staff in the absence of an Executive Director. During 
this transitional time, his leadership has moved us forward. Our organization will forever be grateful for his service and our  
community is the better for it.  

My tenure as President starts later this month and in the next Ha’Kol I will lay out my vision for the next two years. This 
month I am encouraging all KJA members and donors to attend our Annual meeting. Over Zoom. T meeting will be held on  
Sunday, December 6 at 2:00 p.m. and the Zoom invite will be sent via email.   

I will end this article by asking 
each of you to take a brief moment and 
reflect on the magnitude of this year 
and what it has meant to our commu-
nity. Our camp and preschool reve-
nues have been hard hit and we can-
not offer in person programming with 
the center closed. Yet as a community 
we have continued our philanthropic 
giving through our Teacher Relief 
Fund and our Jewish Family Services. I 
look forward to the day when I can 
greet every one of you at the front 
door, but none of us know when that 
day will come. So during this last 
month of 2020, please consider mak-
ing a contribution to our campaign. 
We have in the past, and will strive in 
the future, to provide those programs 
and services needed in our  
community. Success depends on  
support from all of you, your friends, 
your families, and your businesses.  
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A special thanks goes to Marty and Martha Iroff for the donation of materials and labor in 
painting parking and handicap designations for the AJCC Parking Lot. 
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Preschool at AJCC Creates a Wish List 
 

Many have asked what the Preschool at the 
AJCC needs, so we created an Amazon 
Wish List (https://www.amazon.com/hz/
wishlist/ls/1U2NCS8KNXOWG/) so people 
can make purchases to support our students 
and staff. Items will ship directly to   
Preschool at AJCC. Thank you! 

Menorah Issues Now Online 
Courtesy of KJA Archives 

 

The KJA Archives holdings includes a copy of almost 
every Center newsletter, starting with the first issue of The 
Center Menorah in December, 1943. 

A few years of this publication has been digitized and 
placed online at https://heskaamuna.org/menorahs/. 

The above newsclip features announcements about  
upcoming Chanukah celebrations in the December 1951 
issue. 

Please Help Us Meet Our Campaign Goal 
 

Under The Coronavirus Aid  
Relief and Economic Security 
Act (CARES Act), taxpayers who 
don't itemize may now deduct 
up to $300 per year in  
charitable contributions. 
Please consider making a con-
tribution to the Knoxville Jew-
ish Alliance today. You can mail 
a check, donate online at 
www.jewishknoxville.org, or 
email Ed Hunter at ehunter@jewishknoxville.org  
with your pledge amount. Thank you. 
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An historical marker honoring 
Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds, a 
Righteous Among the Nations 
honoree who saved 200 Jewish 
prisoners of war, will soon be 
installed downtown next to the 
East Tennessee History building. 

Meet Our AJCC Virtual Learning Pod Staff 
 

The Arnstein Jewish Community Center offered a Virtual Learning Pod during the first semester for Knox County students 
whose families wanted their children to participate in online classes due to COVID-19 concerns. Students met online with their 
teachers and worked on assignments during the mornings, enjoyed snacks and lunch, and participated in craft activities, play 
time, and homework in the afternoon. 

Above: Virginia Kessler supervised the first semester 
Kindergarten Virtual Learning Pod at the AJCC.  
Right: Jacob Messing oversaw the First Grade-Middle 
School pod students. 

Downtown Knoxville Prepares for Installation of New WWII Historical Marker 
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Ha’Kol Newsletters are 
Available for Viewing  

on KJA’s Website 
 

Need a back issue? Want to show  
an out-of-town friend or relative a story?  

Find Ha’Kol online at 
 

https://jewishknoxville.org/hakol 

Volume 12, Issue 11, December 2020 
Published 11 times per year by the  

Knoxville Jewish Alliance, Inc.  
6800 Deane Hill Drive  

Knoxville, TN 37919-5943 
 

KJA Officers 
Chip Rayman President 
 & Interim VP 
 Campaign 
Debbie Abrams-Cohen Secretary 
Bernard Bendriem Treasurer 
Adam Brown Immediate  
 Past President 
Wes Johnson       VP Administration 
Martha Iroff    VP Children & Youth 
Vacant       VP Education/Culture 
Bryan Goldberg   VP Jewish Community 
         Services &  
         President-Elect 
Sarah Frankel    VP Public Relations 

 

Committee board members  
Jill Weinstein...........................…Allocations 
Bernard Bendriem...........…….......…Budget 
Stephanie Kodish……..Long-Range Planning 
Melissa Feinbaum.........................Personnel 
Raphe Panitz.............................Cultural Arts  
Renee’ Hyatt…..................Israel Partnership 
Jenifer Ohriner.........Jewish Family Services 
Helene Sinnreich……...………..Hillel at UTK 
Vacant………….…..........Community Relations 
Lee Werthiem…......…......……......Missions 
Jean Begue…................….........Publications 
Jonathan Branton….............................Camp 
Lev Comstock…........................Membership 
Mary A. Merrell/Michael Burnett….Archives 
 

Community Board Members  
Jeff Becker.....................Chair, Heska Amuna  
Kathy Young.........President, Temple Beth El 
Andrea Cone..................President, Hadassah  
Stephen Rosen……...............President, KJCFF 
Michael Zemel……..................President, KJDS 
Hilary Shreter.......................President, JCOR 
Steve Beber…...........................Chair, Chabad 
 

Board Members at-Large  
Brad Holtz, Rachel Milford,  
Britt Sturm, Michael Zemel 

 

Ha’Kol Publication Staff 
Joyce York, Editor and Graphic Designer 

Chip Rayman, Publisher 

KJA Contributions 
Received by October 8, 2020 

Donations to KJA funds can be made to celebrate lifecy-
cle events, remember or honor someone, or to support 
programs of interest. To find a fund or cause that you 

want to support, contact the KJA office at (865) 690-6343; 
email office@jewishknoxville.org; or visit 

www.jewishknoxville.org today and make a donation  
in honor or memory of a friend or  

family member, or to support a cause dear to you. 

AJCC Pool 

Sofa for guard shack 
 Helene Sinnreich and Wesley Johnson 
 

Bill Brody Fund 

In memory of Ettica Rosenbaum 
Marla Brody 

 

Hillel at UTK 

Michael Dzik 
Doug and Jill Weinstein 

 

Jewish Family Services Emergency Fund 
For food bank assistance 

Mark Homer 
 

Preschool at AJCC 

In honor of the birth of Nora Swick 
Renee’ Hyatt and Paul Erwin 

In memory of Dr. Jim Place 
Cindy and Lynn Massingale 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Dixon 
Don and Wanda Robertson 
Erich and Tina Schroeder 
Stephen and Deborah Schadt 
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D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0  

Because of possible coronavirus –related postponements & cancellations, please double check  

any activity listed within Ha’Kol to ensure the event is still occurring. 

Happy Hanukkah! 
 

Hanukkah 2020 will begin in the evening of Thursday, December 10 

& ends in the evening of Friday, December 18 

S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

  1 
1p Torah Chat with Rabbi 
Boxt-TBE 
7p Healing Service w. Rabbi 
Boxt & Steve Lewis-TBE 
8p Mincha w/ Michael  
Burnett-HA 

2 
Noon Executive Mifgash 
Manhigim-TBE 
4:30p Midwk Hebrew-TBE 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-HA 

3 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee 
Klatch (Zoom) 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed-
TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) & 
Talmud Chat w Rabbi-HA 

4 
5:04p 

Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service-TBE 

5 
6:03p 

10a Shabbat Service-HA  
6p Havdalah Service-
TBE 

6 
9:30a Religious School-
TBE 
9:30a Sisterhood Latke 
Fry-TBE 
10a Religious School-HA 
Noon Confirmation Class-
TBE 
 

2p KJA Annual Meeting-
Zoom 

7 
2p Prospective 
Students School 
Tour-KJDS 
 

4p Mincha & Torah 
chat-HA 

8 
1p Torah Chat with Rabbi 
Boxt-TBE 
5:30p Shtisel Season 1 
discussion:  
A Conversation  
w/ UT Professors-HA 
(page 9) 
8p Mincha w/ Michael  
Burnett-HA 

9 
1-2:30p Hadassah  
Hanukkah Cooking  
Demonstration-Zoom 
4:30p Midwk Hebrew-TBE 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
6:30p Board mtg-TBE 
7p Talmud Study Group-HA 

10 
 
Erev Hanukkah 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee 
Klatch (Zoom) 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed-
TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) & 
Talmud Chat w Rabbi-HA 
8p Julie Silver in  
Concert-TBE Zoom 

11 
5:04p 

Hanukkah 
Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6p Hanukkah Sing-A-
Long-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service-TBE 

12 
6:04p 

Hanukkah 
10a Shabbat Service-HA  
6p Havdalah Service-
TBE 

13 
Hanukkah 
9:30a Religious School-
TBE 
10a Religious School-HA 
TBD Car Menorah  
Parade-Chabad 
 

7:30p Community Play: 
Those Synagogue Jews
-HA Zoom 

14 
Hanukkah 
4p Mincha & Torah 
chat-HA 

15 
Hanukkah 
1p Torah Chat with Rabbi 
Boxt-TBE 
7p Healing Service w. Rabbi 
Boxt & Steve Lewis-TBE 
7:30p Hadassah Book 
Group-The Diving Bell and 
the Butterfly –Zoom 
8p Mincha w/ Michael  
Burnett-HA 

16 
Hanukkah 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-HA 
7p Hadassah Board-Zoom 

17 
Hanukkah 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee 
Klatch (Zoom) 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed-
TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) & 
Talmud Chat w Rabbi-HA 

18 
5:06p 

Hanukkah 
Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

19 
6:07p 

10a Shabbat Service-HA  
6p Havdalah Service-
TBE 

20 
11a Mishkenot  
She'ananim in Israel 
Zoom Tour-KJA (cover) 

21 
 

22 
8p Mincha w/ Michael  
Burnett-HA 

23 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-HA 

24 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed-
TBE 
 

25 
5:10p 

TBE/HA/KJA offices 
closed 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service-TBE 

26 
6:11p 

10a Shabbat Service-HA  
6p Havdalah Service-
TBE 
7:30p Hadassah  
Havdalah-& Game Night
-Zoom 

27 
7p JCOR Book Club-
Zoom 

28 
 

29 
7p Healing Service w. Rabbi 
Boxt & Steve Lewis-TBE 
8p Mincha w/ Michael  
Burnett-HA 

30 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-HA 

31 
New Years’s Eve 
 

  

Preschool at AJCC Winter Break is December 21-January 1. Spring semester begins January 4. 
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The Community Garden  
 

Do you have a green thumb? Would you like to help with  
the community garden?  

This winter, we are planting seeds at home to grow our vegetable 
plants and flowers for planting in the community garden. Starting 
seeds indoors before 
they are planted during 
the outdoor growing 
season gives some 
plants a head start to 
ensure greater yield. 
You can start seeds in 
almost any type of con-
tainers as long as its at 
least 2-3” deep and has 
some drainage holes. 
Produce from the gar-
den is donated to organ-
izations which distrib-
ute it to those in need 
including Susannah's 
House and Family 
Promise. Consider being 
a part of this tzedakah 
project! 

If you would like to 
grow some seeds at 
home to be planted in 
our garden, please con-
tact Helene Sinnreich at 
wesandhelene@yahoo.com.  

 

The creation of the garden was supported by grants to the 
Knoxville Jewish Alliance from two Knoxville Jewish Community 
Family of Funds donor-advised funds: The Natalie and Mitchell 
Robinson Community Enrichment Fund and the Pat and Gene 
Rosenberg Fund.   

Join Us in a Virtual  
Hanukkah Celebration! 
 

This year it is hard for us to gather as a commu-
nity during Hanukkah. We welcome you to share 
pictures of your menorah (or any other part of your 
Hanukkah celebration) in a Facebook group 
“Menorah from my Window.” 

Sharing the Dream, 
as part of its mission to 
bring the community 
closer together, created 
the group.  It is inspired by the popular Facebook 
group “View from My Window” which gained so 
much popularity world wide  
during COVID-19 lock downs.  

We look forward to your photos of menorahs 
(and latkes and dreidels) during the holiday.  

To find the group, search for it by name or use 
this link:  https://www.facebook.com/
groups/976116006132620/?ref=share 
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Suzy Snoops 
 

Ha’Kol welcomes your good news. Please send information to jyork@jewishknoxville.org  
You can also mail your news to Ha’Kol newsletter. 

 

c/o Knoxville Jewish Alliance, 800 Deane Hill Drive, Knoxville  TN 37919 
 

 Several community businesses won News-Sentinel Best of Knoxville honors. Tennessee School of Beauty (TSB),  
Knoxville's longest standing, and most modern, beauty school owned by the Adam Brown family, won the Manicure/
Pedicure category and was a favorite in the Hair Salon category. Kramer Physical Therapy, owned by Dina Kramer, was 
voted best Physical Therapy Center. Both Agri Feed Pet Supply and Markman's Jewelers were voted  
favorites in their respective Pet Supply Store and Jewelry Store categories. 

 Mazel tov to Bryan and Sarah May who welcomed newborn Daniel Bryan May to the family on October 27.  
Daniel joins siblings Shaughn, Franklin, Michael and Emily. 

 Congratulations to Evan Noon and Liana Raggio who were married on October 3 in Pensacola, Florida, where they live. Evan 
is the son of Chuck and Missy Noon, and brother of Keaton and  
Elizabeth. 

 Mazel Tov 
to Lindsay  
Weiss-Hilton and  
Matthew Hil-
ton on the birth of 
their son Leo  
Jacob Weiss-
Hilton on  
October 16.  
His proud sister 
is Margot Weiss-
Hilton.  

Daniel May Leo Jacob Weiss-Hilton Liana and Evan Noon 

UT Faculty to Lead Shtisel Television Series Discussion 
 

Join UTK professors for a discussion of the hit Israeli TV show Shtisel! There will be three 
sessions on Shtisel including a final one with its creator Yehonatan Indursky. 

The award winning Israeli television series Shtisel, which also streams on Netflix, has  
enjoyed international popularity. The show follows the lives of a family of ultra-Orthodox Jews 
(in Hebrew, haredi) living in Jerusalem. The show’s universal themes – family dynamics, love, 
and loss – are in part responsible for its popularity.  

The first session is December 8 to discuss season one. The second session on January 26 
will discuss season 2 and the final session is February 7 a features a discussion with Shtisel  
creator and writer Yehonatan Indursky.  

Season 1 Discussion: We will host a Zoom discussion led by Dr. Helene Sinnreich  
and Dr. Daniel Magolow of the show’s first season on Tuesday, December 8 at 5:30 pm.  

Register in advance for this meeting: https://tennessee.zoom.us/meeting/register/ 
tJMod-CrqD4rH9RmH2_7oyQ89CVTc070XBrd  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about  
joining the meeting. 

 
This session is a lead up event to the Karen and Pace Robinson Lecture on Modern Israel  

which will feature the creator of Shtisel, Yehonatan Indursky. 

Available via Netflix 



3037 Kingston Pike  Knoxville  TN 37919     865.524.3521      www.tbeknox.org 

Shalom Y’all! 
By Rabbi Erin Boxt 

 

Since October, I have been taking Mussar Season II from 
the Mussar Institute. We began this semester with the middot 
(categories) of Savlanut (patience) and Slicha (forgiveness). 
These two concepts go hand in hand. I remember some advice 
that was given to me when I first journeyed to Israel. I was 
informed that although it may not seem so, Israel is full of 
people with a lot of patience. However, it was important that I 
had patience in order to see it in others. “Savlanut, Savlanut…” 
I heard over and over again, from every Israeli I came in 
contact with. It is fitting that in order to understand or get to 
the meaning of Slicha, one must have Savlanut first. 

The Hebrew word Savlanut also means tolerance. The words that mean 
“suffer” (sevel) and “burdens” (sivlot) come from the same Hebrew root.  
This teaches us that patience is not always a pleasant 
experience. It takes hard work to have patience and even 
harder work to put the act of patience into practice. Until 
we endure or suffer burdens, we will not truly experience 
Savlanut. Do not forget that sometimes those burdens 
include tolerating others or their behaviors. Just 
remember – others must have Savlanut with us as 
well…so just as we are tolerating others, they are also 
tolerating us! 

The Hebrew word Slicha is found throughout our High 
Holy Day liturgy. However, did you know that in the 
Shmonei Esrei (or the Amidah), which is recited three 
times a day (except for Shabbat and holidays), there is an 
entire prayer dedicated to this concept. The sixth blessing 
of the Amidah asks forgiveness for all sins and praises God 
for being a forgiving God. So, every single day, we are to 
seek forgiveness multiple times. Sometimes, however, it is 
hard to forgive or ask for forgiveness. It is during these 
times when we must learn to forgive ourselves first. In 
other words, if you are not able to forgive someone right 
away, that’s ok…just as long as you eventually return to 
forgive. 

One of the foundational ideas of Judaism is the 
concern for healing a broken world. Rav Kook teaches that 
our sins not only defile our souls – they also debase and 
pollute the universe. However, when we forgive another, a 
sin is erased and the interconnected metaphysical realm 
that links with our souls is healed. Remember, have 
patience, endure the burdens that sometimes include 
tolerating “annoying” behavior. Then, with that in mind, 
seek out and forgive others. 

December 2020 
15 Kislev -16 Tevet 5781 
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A Blessing for the Secular New Year 
  

Another year has passed, O’Lord,  
 Another year  has passed. 

May our memories of the last year  
 encourage us in the new year. 
May all of those we know be blessed again  
 and again; 
May all of the strangers be blessed as well. 
Lord, be with those who are cold or  
 suffering tonight and this year. 
May they find warmth and love from us  
 and everyone. 
May our work together this year bring  
 about safety and harmony for all. 
May 2021 be a good year for us and  

 for everyone. 
Illuminate our paths to You, Adonai  

 and bring us peace. 
 
 Written by:  Rabbi Erin Boxt 



TBE President’s Remarks 
By Kathy Young, TBE President 
 

As I am writing this on October 16, I am entering day 2 
of my Scheidt Seminar. There are 
over 140 presidents from all over 
North America. Only 1 or 2 of the 
groups I was in had their buildings 
open. All did Zoom High Holy Days 
services with varying degrees of suc-
cess. It encouraged me that our won-
derful volunteers were able to spirit-
ually connect people to one another 
with only a few hiccups. Many are 
struggling with lost members, poor 
financial resources, and other press-
ing issues. I am grateful that Temple Beth El is not among 
those facing those major issues, for the moment. Thank 
you to all have been so generous during this difficult time. 
Your unwavering support is most appreciated.  

TBE is made up of incredibly unique and special  
people, a caring family if you will. I hope that we will be 
opening our doors soon. In the meantime, please partici-
pate in the events that we have planned for you. Don’t  
forget that Chanukah is just around the corner and I can’t 
wait to see what entertainment that will bring us.  

In the meantime, let’s continue to support each other 
in whatever way we can…phone calls, Zoom chats, virtual 
Oneg Shabbatot and so much more. We are resilient and I 
know we can weather this storm together. 
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The Temple Beth El family 
wishes everyone a 
Happy Hanukkah 
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If you would like to connect  
with TBE on Zoom, here are the 

links to our services: 

 Kabbalat Shabbat Services on  
Friday evenings at 7 p.m.: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/835560058 
Meeting ID: 835 560 058 
Password:  788114 
  

 Havdalah services on  
Saturday evenings at 6 p.m.: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/405314387 
Meeting ID: 405 314 387 
Password:  178744 

 

ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

1. If you have a laptop, smartphone, or tablet, you can 

download the app in advance. 
2. If not, no worries! There are other options! 
You are either able to call in using a landline/cell phone or 
video conference in via a computer/phone/iPad with a 
camera. Both options are listed below. 
 
To call in: 
1. Under, DIAL BY LOCATION, call the number below 
that says NEW YORK (meaning East Coast). You will 
then have to enter the Meeting ID 

2. To video conference: 
1. Click link below that says JOIN ZOOM MEETING. 
2. Something will pop up to download ZOOM (allow it). 
3. Once downloaded, the meeting should open. Please 
make sure to check off  
"Use Computer Audio" 

If you are able, please make sure to mute yourself so noise 
doesn't come through the speakers into the group.  
On laptops/smartphones/tablets, there is a mute button. On 
the video conference, there is a mute button on the bottom 
left corner of the video screen. On landlines, there is not  

really a way to mute! 

 

FACEBOOK INSTRUCTIONS 
 

You do not need a Facebook account to watch/see our Face-
book page, but you do need one to interact with the videos! 

December Birthdays 
 

George Wadsworth - Jeanna Weckstein - Gerry Milligan 
Ebbie Sandberg - Marla Brody - Michael Goin 
Michael Eisenstadt - Jesse Javors - Pam Schwartz 
Ellen Markman - Edmond Lester - Tammy Stone 
Don Mossman - Megan Sauers - Anna Friendt 
Heather Laing - Heidi Sturm - Benjamin Hirsh 
Sara Klugman - Joel 
Shor - Susan Shor 
Jill Langer - Stephen 
Lewis - Jeffrey 
Brown 
Sondra Brody -  
David Butler - Laura 
Shenkman 
Marilyn Kallet -  
Elizabeth Gassel - 
Edward Weintraub  
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Temple Beth El Religious School  
December 2020 Update 
By Norma James normajames@tbeknox.org  
 

Our parents, teachers, and students are amazing! As we contin-
ue to have Virtual Religious School, I am so impressed by the way 
our whole VRS school is pulling together to make this virtual thing 
work. Thank you everyone for keeping a positive attitude through-
out a very difficult time. 
 

It’s Chanukah Time! Chanukah has always been a home holiday. 
This is a great year to make it even more special. Try your hand at 
making a new Chanukah food or special decorations. There are 
countless Chanukah crafts for all ages, including how to make  
menorahs out of most anything. We would love to see how your 
family celebrates this year. Send us pictures. 
 

Oh No! When will we have our 19th Annual Maccabiah?  
This wonderful day of holiday celebration and good-natured  
competition will have to be postponed. We WILL have our Maccabi-
ah when we return to in person school. This is disappointing news 
for all of us, but we will try to make this one super special when it 
finally happens! 
 

Virtual Religious School Winter Break Sunday, December 20 - 
Sunday, January 3. Religious school starts back on Wednesday, 
January 6, with Midweek Hebrew. 
 
 
 

The staff of Temple Beth El Religious School wishes 
everyone a Happy Chanukah and a joyous New Year! 
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Thank you all for your cards, kind words 
of sympathy, and donations made  

in memory of Henry. 
They are deeply appreciated. 

 

Claudia Fribourg 
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Temple Beth El members  
collected food for Second Harvest 
Food Bank of East Tennessee and 
coats for Coats for the Cold in mid-
November.  

The community could drop off 
items either at TBE during a week-
end or at the Arnstein Jewish Com-
munity Center parking lot  
mid-week.  

Thank you to everyone who 
helped with this service project. 

Imelda Margulies and Larry Silverstein bring items for Temple Beth El’s drive-by food and coat drives on Sunday, November 8. 

Susan Baker helps Tim Abramson 
unload donations at TBE. 

Amy Rosenberg and Deborah Roberts unload contributions to the Second  
Harvest/Coats for the Cold collection drive located in the AJCC parking lot.  

Thank you 
to all for 
sharing and 
giving to 
those in 
need and 
making this 
a very  
successful 
food drive 
for Second 
Harvest and 
Coats for 
the Cold! 
 

Thanks to 
the AJCC 
for letting us 
use the 
parking lot. 
 
Wilma 
Weinstein 



Contributions to the Funds of Temple Beth El  

Donations listed were received as of October 16, 2020 

CARING COMMITTEE FUND  
In memory of Betty Rhoad Lilly 
 Shelley and Marc Mangold 
 

CLARENCE STRASBURGER  
SACRE MUSIC FUND  
In honor of the choir singing Psalm 
150, Hallelujah 
 Robert and Nancy Vetzner 
 

DIRECTORY ADVERTISING 
Merchant Services Consultants 
(Harold & Shirley Freedman);  
Markmans (Steve & Ellen  
Markman) 

 

ERMA GERSON COMMUNITY 
FUND 
In appreciation of Gary Gerson’s 
book “The Jews of Hamblen  
County, TN” 
 Richard Licht and Shirley 
 McGuire 
 

FRIBOURG-BRUNSCHWIG  
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL  
EDUCATION/OBSERVATION 
FUND  
In memory of Henry Fribourg 

Adam and Julie Braude, Ivan 
Brody, Steve and Joan Cohn, 
Bob and Elaine Freeman,  
Richard Licht and Shirley 
McGuire, Sally Mueller, Frank M. 
McClelland,  Raymond W.  
Holton, Albert and Marilyn Dorn, 
Kathy and Robert Gant, Joan 
Brush Wilson, Kathryn Kinnard 
Freeman, Alice Farkas,  
Martin & Company, Chuck and 
Missy Noon, Allan and Valerie 
Rosenbaum, Peter and Brianna 
Rosenbaum, Ronald and Ebbie 
Sandberg, Larry Silverstein,  
Brian and Karen Smith,  
Allan and Karen Smuckler, Kathy 
Young, Executive Board 

 

GENERAL FUND  
Donation By:  Rachael Miller  
In memory of Becky Winston  
& Buzz Brody 
 Steve and Joan Cohn 
In memory of Dora Brody 
 Ivan Brody 
 

In memory of Becky Winston 
 Marc and Shelley Mangold 
In memory of Rebecca Salky  
Winston 
 Ms. Lorna Keathley 
 

LICHT YOUTH FUND 
In honor of Genesis 12:3 
 James Murph 
In memory of Dorothy Levy Licht 
 Richard Licht and  
 Shirley McGuire 
In memory of Ettica Rosenbaum & 
Betty Rhoad Lilly 
 Amy and Hal Rosenberg 
 

PATIO AND GROUNDS FUND  
In memory of Nicole Shenkman 
 Michael and Laura Shenkmen 
 

PRESERVATION FUND  
In memory of Becky Winston 
 Paul Erwin and Renee’ Hyatt 
In memory of Sara Hirsh 
 Ken and Phyllis Hirsh 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Donation By:  Katriel Miller 
In memory of Jack Butler 
 David and Vivian Butler 
In memory of K. Marcus  
Mendelowitz 
 Susan Cohen 
In memory of Betty Rhoad Lilly 
 Paul Erwin and Renee’ Hyatt 
In memory of Henry Fribourg 
 Claudia Fribourg 
In appreciation of Rabbi Boxt’s  
Elul Reflection emails 
 Richard Licht and  
 Shirley McGuire 
In memory of Kenneth Kimball 
 Rachael Miller 
 

SECURITY FUND 
 William and Angelyn Bennett 
 

SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND 
In memory of Becky Winston & 
Marcie Silverstein 
 Larry Silverstein 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL CARING FUND 
In memory of Becky Winston 
 Stephen and Ellen Markman 

Rabbi Erin Boxt 
rabbiboxt@tbeknox.org  
 

Kathy Young, President  
president@tbeknox.org 
 

Norma James   
Religious School Director  
normajames@tbeknox.org 
 

Tina Fleeman 
Temple Beth El Office Staff 
secretary@tbeknox.org 
 
 
 

TBE Office Phone:  
(865) 524-3521  

Fax: (865) 525-6030  
 

Temple Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Our Mission 
 

To inspire individuals to know, live, 
and shape our Jewish legacy. 
 

In fulfilling our mission, we value 
our place in the chain of traditions, 
the diversity of those who seek to 
join us in our venture, and the 
kindness essential to a sacred 
community. 
 
 
 
 

www.tbeknox.org 
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Hit’atzmut 
By Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 
 

Sorting out what is true, what belongs inside, and what remains 
outside, is the essential spiritual task of this moment. Moshe Chaim 
Luzzatto, writing in 18th century Italy, said: “A person should separate 
himself from anything that is not essential to him in relation to the affairs 
of the world; if he separates himself from anything that is essential to 
him, regardless of the reason for its being so, he is a sinner. The principle 
is a consistent one. Its application to particular instances, however, is a 
matter of individual judgment.” 

This paradox enjoins us to strive for something deeper – a clarification of what really 
matters. Thereafter, we may be fully present in relation to self and others. As we do, we are 
not judged by external standards, but rather by God’s own desires for us. Meshulam Zushya of 
Hanipol (Ukraine, 18th century) said, “When I get to heaven, they will not ask me, why were you not Moses? They will ask me, 
Zushya, why were you not Zushya?!” 

George Martin, The Beatles’ producer, made The Beatles successful because he didn’t shy away from what made them them. 
Whereas most producers would have tried to make the Beatles sound like another British Invasion band or the Dave Clark Five, 
George Martin tried to accentuate their quirks. Making great albums like Rubber Soul, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, and 
Abbey Road by highlighting what made John, George, Paul, and yes Ringo unique. In Hebrew, we might know this goal as 
Hit’atzmut ִהְתַעְצמּות-  - becoming stronger by drawing deeper in to our true selves. 

Of course, there is always a tension between God’s truth for us (emet) and the cost to harmony (shalom bayit). Here are the 
hard parts and trade-offs: being authentic without being rude, letting others know who you really are and setting boundaries  
that are appropriate, kind, and when necessary, flexible. That means: first, having faith that it’s worthwhile to become more of 
what makes you 
great (it is); second, 
knowing what goes 
in and what stays 
out; and third, 
finding the right 
resources – words, 
times, expressions, 
and places – to 
share your 
boundaries 
positively. 

Stick with what 
makes you you. You 
don’t have to be 
perfect and you 
ought not be 
insensitive to do it, 
but as the Yiddish 
proverb goes, “If I 
try to be someone 
else, who will be 
like me?” 
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Chairman’s Thoughts 
By Jeff Becker, Heska Amuna Board Chair 
 

Although the holiday of Shemini Atzeret occurred in October, I wanted to use that observance 
as the focus for my December Ha’Kol column in recognition of Rabbi Ferency, Gilya Schmidt, and 
Shush Carson for a moving Shemini Atzeret service and a shout-out to the “practice” of attending 
virtual (or in person when the time comes) religious services.  

For me, attending services is often an unrewarding exercise. I don’t often connect to the ritual 
or feel particularly inspired. So why do I even do it? For one thing, I like being with my friends. I’ve 
repeated this before: Stein attends Synagogue to talk to God; I attend Synagogue to talk to Stein. 
Furthermore, and more seriously, on the infrequent occasion that a spiritual connection is made, 
the experience compensates for all the unsatisfying attendances. Such an uplifting experience oc-
curred this past Shemini Atzeret (the mysterious holiday the day after Sukkot) during our Heska 
Amuna Zoom services on October 10.  

Rabbi Ferency and Shush Carson opened with a few familiar songs followed by a very interest-
ing discussion led by the Rabbi of Shemini Atzeret using text references read by various members of the thirty participating con-
gregants.  

Then the magic happened. It was Yizkor, the memorial prayers recited for the dead during Holidays. Rabbi Ferency led us in a 
guided meditation leading us to our memories of our dearly departed loved ones. I felt a deep connection to my beloved, de-
ceased parents, and it seemed that everyone on that Zoom was connected to a loved one as well. These links were created 
through Rabbi Ferency’s expert meditation guidance. We heard the beautiful voice of Gilya Schmidt who chanted hauntingly the 
T’fillat Geshem prayer, a solemn prayer for rain recited during Shemini Atzeret (p.s. It rained that entire day in Knoxville). Finally, 
the wonderful spirited singing of Shush Carson completed a perfect Service. 

So what am I trying to say? Physicians and Lawyers “practice” medicine and the law, respectively. That’s because one can 
never be without flaws, constant practice facilitates reaching towards perfection. Praying and attending Services provide a simi-
lar experience: It takes a lot of practice; most of the time the mark is missed. But when it reaches close to a bullseye, it makes all 
the misses worth the effort. 

I hope you will join me in the future in “practicing” attending Services. I trust you will occasionally find the magic.  
 

To continue my Ha’Kol tradition, below I present brief biographical sketches of two members of the Heska Amuna Board of 
Trustees chosen at random from our 19 Board Members. Ted Besmann is our Vice-Chair of Development and Fund-Raising 
and Peggy Littmann is our Vice-Chair of Programming. They have provided new energy and leadership to our Board and 
congregation. 
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Peggy Littmann 
Place of Birth: Summit, New Jersey 
Raised: From the age of 9, in Salt Lake City, Utah 
Years in Knoxville: since late 1990, almost 30 years 
Current Family: Husband, Mark Littmann, daughter, Beth 
Littmann McGinnis, lovely son-in-law James McGinnis and  
2 grandchildren, Liam and Adele, and son, Owen Littmann and 
lovely daughter-in-law, Machiko Fujimoto. We are excitedly 
awaiting the arrival of Owen and Machiko’s first baby  
in February. 
Education: BS in Pharmacy 
Vocation: I enjoy teaching  
Volunteering: Teaching Hebrew for Heska Amuna, chairing the 
bikur holim committee, I just started working on the communi-
ty garden at the AJCC, helping out in HAWL by being on their 
Board (forever) and working on various programs (currently 
working on a Anniversary/Chanukah Celebration, and chairing 
various activities for Hadassah. 
Hobbies: Studying Japanese and Hebrew, I like to garden (with 
limited success), read, and have enjoyed learning something 
about yoga. 
Favorite Activities: Partnering with my husband in various 
theatrical and publishing activities. Teaching, and learning. 
Reason for Serving on Heska Amuna Board: Truly, because  
I was asked and I thought it would be fun to work on a  
new program with my husband and help the synagogue. 

Ted Besmann 
Place of Birth: Queens, New York 
Raised: Queens, New York 
Years in Knoxville: 44 
Current Family: Spouse Wendy and adult children 
Ell and David Besmann 
Education: B.E. New York University, M.S. Iowa State,  
PhD Penn State 
Vocation: Currently, Professor of Nuclear Engineering  
at the University of South Carolina 
Volunteering: Past President and Board Chair of Heska  
Amuna; Led past strategic planning efforts;  
With Bill Berez served as co-chair for the previous rabbi search 
(“Bill and Ted’s Excellent Adventure”) 
With Jeff Becker and Susan Contente served as a co-chair for 
the most recent rabbi search 
Favorite Activities: Studying Jewish texts with like-minded 
others, boating, travel 
Reason for Serving on Heska Amuna Board:  
1. Help preserve Conservative Judaism as it represents a sub-
stantive, inclusive, and engaging form of practice that is lacking 
among other movements.  
2. Help support my community which has supported us over 
the years.  
3. Jeff asked me. 
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HAWL Celebrates Members 
 

On Sunday, November 8, Heska Amuna Women’s 
League hosted our Membership program – virtually, of 
course! We enjoyed catching up with friends over lunch, 
and then experienced a real treat in the music of the 
Listen Up! Jewish Vocal Band. Their incredible talent is 
inspiring, uplifting, joyful, and guaranteed to make you 
sing and dance!  Check them out on YouTube, Facebook, 
and  at www.jewishsong.com. 

Above: Heska Amuna Women’s League members enjoyed a virtual 
“lunch and schmooze” before the concert.  
 

Left: Listen Up! Vocalists Eli Taylor, Steve Singer, Kadi House, and  
Freddie Feldman wowed the crowd with their blend of wit, humor, 
warmth and impressive musical talent!  

Women’s League 
 

Heska Amuna Women's League is a proud affiliate of Women’s 
League for Conservative Judaism - the network for all women who 
support our mission of enhancing Jewish knowledge, engaging in 
Jewish life, expanding communal involvement, and supporting klal 
Yisrael. As an active arm of the Conservative/Masorti movement and the largest synagogue-based women’s organization world-
wide, Women’s League provides service to thousands of women and hundreds of women’s groups.   

The Torah Fund Campaign is the dedicated philanthropy of Women’s League. Torah Fund strengthens Jewish education by 
supporting scholarships and programming at the 5 Conservative/Masorti institutes of higher Jewish learning around the world: 
The Jewish Theological Seminary in New York City, The Zeigler School of Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles, The Schechter Insti-
tutes of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, The Seminario Rabinico Latinoamericano Women’s League in Buenos Aires, and The Zacha-
rias Frankel College in Potsdam, Germany.  Torah Fund is proud to support the education of the future rabbis, cantors, chaplains, 
educators, lay leaders, and scholars who will serve as the gifted leaders and innovators of the Conservative Movement.  

This year’s Torah Fund theme is B’Yachad which means ‘Together.’ 
 

B’Yachad…Together each year we join with thousands of women across North America in a grassroots campaign that since 
1942 has raised more than 97 million dollars in support of the students of our 5 Conservative/Masorti Seminaries. 

B’Yachad…Together we follow in the footsteps of our foremothers, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and the myriad of other 
named and unnamed strong women who have walked before us. 

B’Yachad…Together we are making an investment in the future of the Conservative/Masorti movement and helping to ensure 
the Jewish future for our children, grandchildren and beyond, L’Dor v’Dor. 

B’Yachad…Together we continue the vision of Mathilde Schechter, the founder of Women’s League for Conservative Judaism 
and the inspiration behind Torah Fund. 

B’Yachad…Together we contribute each day to a strong Jewish future, beginning in our homes, in our Sisterhoods and syna-
gogues, our communities and around the world. 

B’Yachad…Together we women change the world with our strength, our resilience, our commitment, our ambition and our 
love. 

Each of us is one small nugget of gold, but B’Yachad…Together we reflect and refract the light inside us and help each other 
shine. 

 

Thank you for helping to strengthen education at Conservative and Masorti institutions of higher learning through your en-
gagement in Women’s League, and through your support of Torah Fund. I know that B’Yachad…Together we will continue to 
work to support future generations of educated Jewish professionals who will guide and teach us, console and uplift our people. 
And B’Yachad…Together we Sisters will go from strength to strength. 



In Honor of Merrell Family  
& In Memory of Bryan Fund 
In memory of Bryan Merrell 
 Alan Solomon & Andrea Cartwright 
  

Cemetery Fund 
 Heska Amuna Women's League 
In memory of David Richer 
 Joyce and Harold Diftler 
 

Defenders of the Faith Fund 
In appreciation of all the outstanding 
service leaders and the technology 
team that made our High Holy Days 
services so meaningful and possible 
 Judy Rattner, Mary Ann  
 & Jennye Merrell 
In memory of Cindy Siegel Shepler 
 Martha & Marty Iroff 
In appreciation of the lent Machzors  
on High Holy Days 
 Alice Farkas 
 

General Fund 
In memory of Harriette Goldman 
 Carole & Bob Martin 
Thanks for streaming High Holiday  
services so I could take part 
 Mark Homer 

HARS Tuition Scholarship Fund 
 Kimberly & Joshua Hedrick 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 Barry Winston 
 Ronnie Richer 
In memory of Joseph Solomon 
 Alan Solomon 
 Margy & Mitch Goldman 
In memory of Harriette Goldman 
 Margy & Mitch Goldman 
 

Yahrzeit 
In memory of Anna Leibowitz 
 Mary Beth Leibowitz & Michael  
 Eisenstadt 
In memory of C.B. Brown 
 Edith Brown 
In memory of Bertha Krauss  
& Julius Krauss 
 Brenda & Sigmund Mosko 
In memory of Bruce Kingsley,  
Myra Weinstein, Jacob Corkland,  
Mattie Corkland, Rose Levy,  
Earl Mazur 
 Jill & Douglas Weinstein 

 

Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 
rabbi.ferency@heskaamuna.org 
 

Chair of the Board 
Jeff Becker 
hachair@heskaamuna.org 
 

President 
Markus Eisenbach 
hapresident@heskaamuna.org 
 

Education Director 
Shuli Mesa 
education@heskaamuna.org 
 

Operations & Administration  
Director 
Beverly Wilcox 
admin@heskaamuna.org 

 

Women’s League Co-Presidents 
Anna Iroff-Bailey & Rosalie Nagler 
WomensLeague@heskaamuna.org 

 

Heska Amuna Synagogue 
info@heskaamuna.org 
 

Virtual Services 
Friday Night Services..............…..6:30 p.m. 
Saturday Morning Services…..10:00 a.m. 
 

Minyanim 

Monday....................................................4 p.m. 
Tuesday....................................................8 p.m. 
Wednesday.......................................6:30 p.m. 
Thursday..................................................2 p.m. 
 
 

For Zoom links, see Nu News or contact 
the Heska Amuna Synogague office at 

(865) 522-0701 
 
 

Minyanim for members can be  
arranged by contacting the President  

one week before. 
 
 

For a list of Heska Amuna's services, 
events, and information, please visit 

www.heskaamuna.org  

 
 

Heska Amuna Synagogue  
is an affiliate of The United Synagogue  

of Conservative Judaism. 

Contributions by Caring People 
Donations received through October 26, 2020 

Global Day of Jewish Learning at Heska Amuna 
 

Unlike previous years when Global Day of Jewish Learning was a community-
wide event, because of the pandemic this year Heska Amuna held its own event on 
Sunday, November 8, in conjunction with the international events focusing on hu-
man dignity, the ethics of 
inclusivity, and the impera-
tive to decrease marginali-
zation. 

To begin the day, Rabbi 
Alon Ferency presented a 
class via Zoom on Marginal-
ized Jews. The curriculum, 
developed by Limmud of 
North America, aroused 
lots of discussion on the 
power of words, particularly as it affects our openness to Jews of Color, which rep-
resents an increasing and necessary part of the Jewish community. Coming on the 
heels of protests over lingering racial divisions in our country, this took on even 
greater significance. 

Following Rabbi Ferency’s presentation, Heska Amuna congregants were invit-
ed to participate in a series of classes, which were live streamed to hundreds of 
communities on six continents, including topics such as Welcoming Jews of Color, 
Dignity in Practice, the Value of Life and Respecting Difference. Next year,  
we hope to return to a format in which we can include the entire Jewish community 
with in-person classes led by our rabbis and local leaders. 
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Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds 
A Supporting Organization of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee  

Foundation to preserve and strengthen the Jewish Community of Knoxville 

Consider a Donor Advised Fund  
with KJCFF in Your Tax Planning 
 

December is the month when many tax-driven and estate 
planning strategies are reviewed and executed. This article was 
written before the recent election, but it is easy to assume that 
there are some tax and estate consequences to be considered 
based on the outcome. KJCFF is ready to help you make use of 
today’s environment quickly and efficiently. The creation or 
growth of a donor advised fund can reduce income tax exposure 
and avoid the occurrence of capital gains. Do you have 
appreciated securities that you can donate to “fund” your future 
charitable donations? How about reducing future estate tax 
liability AND getting immediate income tax relief while creating a 
permanent charitable presence and legacy? One of the best 
aspects of a KJCFF DAF is the professional investment 
management provided through our partner, the East Tennessee 
Foundation. Though we do not give tax or legal advice, the KJCFF 
team is ready to help you and your advisors execute your plans. 
For information about how to take the first step in creating a DAF, 
contact Stephen or Laura. 

KNOXVILLE JEWISH COMMUNITY FAMILY OF FUNDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 

Stephen Rosen, President; Jacki Imbrey, Secretary/Treasurer; Abraham Brietstein, Past President; Jeff Becker;  
Bernard Bernstein; Arnold Cohen; Robert Goodfriend; Scott Hahn, Richard Jacobstein; Carole Martin; Rosalie Nagler;  

Jenifer Ohriner; Howard Pollock; Pace Robinson; Bernard Rosenblatt; Laura Berry, Administrative Director 
 
 

The KJCFF encourages you to help insure the healthy future of our Knoxville Jewish community  
by including a commitment to the KJCFF in your financial and estate planning. 

 

To learn more about KJCFF philanthropic opportunities, call 690-6343 or visit www.jewishknoxville.org/kjcff 

Knoxville Needs a Fund to Endow  
Social Justice Programming  
 

Last March we presented the idea of creating a fund to grant mon-
ey to local social justice causes along the model of American Jew-
ish World Service. Maybe we put the cart in front of the horse? 
How about a fund to endow social justice programming and train-
ing in our community? This fall, KJCFF made grants from the Beck-
er and Merrell funds to KJA for an introductory program in social 
justice and anti-racism training. Around 40 people participated in 
a professionally led experience over Zoom. The feedback was posi-
tive and there might be an opportunity to take the next steps. 
What if we had a permanent fund to insure that Knoxville always 
has money to promote social justice and train Jewish community 
members to combat anti-Semitism as well as all other forms of 
discrimination? What would be the return on that investment? 
If you would like to have your name associated with this effort, 
please contact Stephen or Laura. 

KJCFF Fund of the Month: Bubbe and Zayde’s 
Grandchildren’s Donor-Advised Funds 
 

The board of the KJCFF would like to congratulate Bubbe 
and Zayde on creating donor advised funds to be directed 
by their grandchildren. According to Zayde, “it was really 
easy; we just added cash to our grandson’s Bnai Tzedek 
fund to round it up to $5,000. Then, since our 
granddaughter was younger, we just created a fund that 
she will direct when she turns 18.” Bubbe was heard 
kvelling on Zoom, “have I told you about my 
grandchildren’s new KJCFF funds? They were the perfect 
Chanukkah gift and I think we will add to them every 
year, maybe twice. We are so smart and they are so good 
looking.” 
If you would like to have fund documents available  
for each of 8 nights, contact Laura or Stephen. 

Charitable Term of the Month 
 

A DONOR-ADVISED FUND, or DAF, is a giving vehicle that 
allows donors to make a charitable contribution, receive 
an immediate tax deduction, and then recommend grants 
from the fund over time.  Donors (or others!) can contrib-
ute to the fund as frequently as they like, and then recom-
mend grants to their favorite charities whenever makes 
sense for them. The minimum contribution to start a DAF 
at KJCFF is $5,000. 

Donations 
 
 

Fribourg-Brunschwig Holo-
caust Memorial Education Fund 
 In Memory of Henry Fribourg 

Fred and Diane Allen, East 
Tennessee Foundation, Jean 
Hannan, Renee’ Hyatt and Paul 
Erwin, Harvey and Marilyn 
Liberman, Steve and Ellen 
Markman, Lanny and Ann 
Payne 

 

Heska Amuna Educational  
Enrichment Fund 
 In memory of Bryan Merrell,  

 

Becky Winston, Harriette Gold-
man, and Abraham and Rhea 
Silber 

 Harold and Susan Silber 
 

Bryan Merrell Memorial Fund 
 In honor of the Merrell Family 
 and in memory of Bryan 
 Alan Solomon and Andrea 
 Cartwright 
 

Pat and Gene Rosenberg Fund 
 Remembering Gene  
 Rosenberg 

 Steve and Ellen Markman 



 

President’s Message 
By Hilary  Shreter, JCOR President 
 

There's one more Jewish celebration for 2020 - the great festival week of 
Hanukkah! Time to polish your most beautiful menorah.  
 

I hope your latkes &  donuts are delicious and may the dreidels fall to your benefit.  
 

We send a warm Shalom to you all and may you stay healthy this winter.  
 

The Jewish Congregation of Oak Ridge, Hilary Shreter, President 

The JCOR Services schedule is available in the JCOR E-News. 

JCOR BOOK CLUB 
 

Wednesday, December 27 
7:00 p.m. on ZOOM 

Bring your own dessert and coffee 
 

The Dovekeepers is Alice Hoffman's most  
ambitious and mesmerizing novel, a tour  
de force of imagination and research, set in 
ancient Israel.  (From GoodReads,  
4 out of 5 stars) 

 

Goal:  $15,000 
 

We reached 100% of our goal! 
 

Thank you for reaching deep 
and embracing our future. 

JCOR CHANUKAH PARTY —  Sunday, December 13 —  5:00 p.m. 
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JEWISH CONGREGATION  
OF OAK RIDGE 

 

Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky—vicrash@yahoo.com 

Hilary Shreter, President—hshreter@gmail.com 

Becky Charles, Sisterhood President—gchar2@aol.com 

 
 

 
101 W. Madison Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
(Mail)  P.O. Box 5434, Oak Ridge, TN 37831 

 

Saturday morning services are virtual on every other  
Saturday at 10:00 a.m. For more information, contact  
Rabbi Rashkovsky at vicrash@yahoo.com. 
 

www.jcortn.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JewishOakRidge/  

To receive JCOR E-News, send your email request to events@jcor.info. 

Virtual Sisterhood FRIDAY NIGHT SHABBAT 
Every Other Friday Night at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Contact Penny Lukin at plukin@comcast.net or 865-671-0780 for information. 

The JCOR Communications Corner  

A Bat Mitzvah to Heal the World 
By Ronnie Bogard 
 

Having a bat or bar mitzvah is a Jewish rite of  
passage and one often overshadowed by massive  
displays of celebration. My niece Gabby recently  
became a bat mizvah. The pandemic changed some  
particulars, but it did not change what was important. There was still a beautiful 
service and a speech. Most importantly, Gabby stood at the bimah leading parts of 
the service and chanting from the Torah and Haftorah. While most gathered virtual-
ly, the immediate family and a few of Gabby's friends gathered outside the syna-
gogue. The rabbi and the cantor Zoomed from their homes, just like the rest of us.  

We could have felt sad about not being there, but instead our breaths were  
taken away by the poise and words from a 13-year-old having a bat mitzvah under 
less than ideal conditions. Gabby is a dancer, and when she was 10 years old, her 
beloved dance teacher died- by suicide. The impact on a young girl's psyche can 
only be imagined. Gabby spoke about the lessons that he taught the class; lessons 
she will take with her through the rest of her life. Some stood out — suspending 
judgment on others, listening and speaking up when you hear someone say some-
thing hurtful, and “doing it all" with love. When she described how her family sat 
around the table discussing her Torah reading, discussing her personal experienc-
es, and sharing ideas — it filled me with pride; pride for her, her family, and our 
religion. When she spoke about how it was hard to understand how this same per-
son who provided her with these guideposts chose to end his own life, and not give 
any warning, how could we not cry for all those who have felt overwhelmed by the 
circumstances of their lives? How could we not cry for my niece who has grown 
into a caring and beautiful young woman who wants to repair the world?  

Her Torah portion, Bereshit, represents new beginnings. It represents hope, 
and at the same time acknowledgement that life is complicated. Bar and bat  
mitzvahs represent our hope that the next generation of Jews will be devoted 
to Tikkun Olam. This Torah portion also contains Cain's pointed response to God's 
question concerning the whereabouts of his brother Abel - "Am I my brother’s keep-
er?” Gabby understood the answer to that question, and so did all of us sharing in 
her warm and wonderful Bat Mitzvah on Zoom. That in itself is hope. 

Donations to JCOR 
 

Yahrzeits: 
 Joan Feldman, Newton Feldman,  

Sam Polonsky from Alice Feldman 
& Al Good 

 Yosef Osowiecki  
from Gery & Vicki Osowiecki 

 Marcia Rabinowitz, Selma Volkin,  
Joseph Fine from Karen Brunner 

 Arnold Kitzes from Judith Kitzes 
 Mike Silverman  

from Roberta Limor 
 Howard Schwartz, Lou Schwartz 

from Shirley Schwartz 
 Hedy Tobias, Ludwig, Siegbert & 

Heinrich Geismar from Mel Tobias 
 Jeannette Ober Africk & Hyman 

Africk from Deanna Katz 
 Chester Tomkins  

from Bruce Tomkins 
 Allene Barker  

from Jim & Ronnie Bogard 
 Isabella Bogomolny  

from Victor & Avigail Rashkovsky 
 Gidekel & Bamberger families 

from Elena Bamberger 
 Barry Beck, Philip Rosen, &  

parents from Penny Lukin 
 Pauline Landau  

from Barbara Landau 
 

In Memory of: 
 Mira Kimmelman  

from Alice Feldman & Al Good 
 

Donations: 
Tracey Cato, Geoffrey Laing,  
Deborah Bowman, Calvin Guthridge 
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Compromise 
Based on the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe.  
Courtesy of MeaningfulLife.com 
 

The miracle of Chanukah was completely unnecessary. 
Every Jewish schoolchild knows the story: the Greeks had defiled 

the Holy Temple's store of olive oil. So when the Maccabees liberated 
the Temple, they could not find ritually pure oil with which to kindle 
the menorah. Then, a single cruse of uncontaminated oil was found, 
enough to keep the menorah lit for a single day. Miraculously, the oil 
burned for eight days, until new oil could be prepared. 

Strictly speaking, none of this was necessary. The law which for-
bids the use of ritually impure oil in the Temple would not have ap-
plied under the circumstances which then prevailed. According 
to Torah law, the prohibition of impurity, if affecting the entire com-
munity, is waived—if the entire community, or all 
the kohanim (priests), or all the Temples vessels, are ritually impure, 
it is permissible to enter the Temple and conduct the Temple ser-
vices under conditions of impurity. 

Nevertheless, G-d wished to show His love for His people: He 
suspended the laws of nature in order to enable them to rededicate 
the Temple without any compromise on its standards of purity—
even if it be a perfectly legal and permissible compromise. 
 

Going Overboard 
Every Chanukah, we reciprocate in kind. How many lights must be kindled on the Chanukah menorah? Most would reply: one 

on the first night, two on the second, and so on. The law, however, is otherwise. According to the Talmud, 
The mitzvah of Chanukah is [fulfilled with] a single light for each household. Those who do more than is obligatory, kindle a sin-

gle light for each individual. Those who do more than those who do more than is obligatory ... kindle one light on the first day and 
add an additional light on each succeeding day. 

There are those who buy the least costly tefillin on the market, who give the absolute minimum that the laws of charity man-
date, who employ every halachic exemption and loophole they can lay their hands on. But when was the last time you saw a sin-
gle light in the window of a Jewish home on the sixth night of Chanukah? On Chanukah, we all do more than those who do more 
than is obligatory—after all, G-d did the same for us. 
 

Fanatical Educator 
The name Chanukah comes from the word chinuch, which means "inauguration." Chanukah celebrates the renewal of the 

service in the Holy Temple after it was liberated from the Greek defiler, purified, and rededicated as the seat of the divine pres-
ence in our world. 

Chanukah serves as a model for all inaugurations, including the most significant inauguration of all—education, a childs inau-
guration into life (indeed, chinuch is also the Hebrew word for "education"). The uncompromising insistence on purity and per-
fection which Chanukah represents holds an important lesson regarding the essence of the educator's task. 

Compromise is anathema to education. To a mature tree, a gash here or a torn limb there is of little or no consequence. But 
the smallest scratch in the seed, the slightest nick in the sapling, results in an irrevocable deformity, a flaw which the years to 
come will deepen rather than erase. 

Virtually every life is faced with demands for compromises—some tolerable, others not. The educator who wishes to impart 
a set of values and priorities that will weather them all, must deliver, in word and example, a message of impeccable purity, free 
of even the slightest and most acceptable compromise  



Knoxville Jewish Community Ha’ Kol      December 2020                                                                             29 

December 5 
Betty Abrams ♦ Eddy Allen ♦ Arthur Brown ♦ Rachel Chazen ♦ Isaac Chazen ♦ Gustave Deitch ♦ David Eisenberg ♦  

Mordechai Golinkin ♦ Carol Harris ♦ William Hershey ♦ Irene Hershey ♦ Bessie Hite ♦ George Kramer ♦ Bertha Lamstein ♦  

Bella Leeds ♦ Isidor Lippner ♦ Meyer Miller ♦ Morris Panitz ♦ Raye Panitz ♦ Cindy Shepler ♦ Thelma Weisberg ♦ Fannie Werner 
 
December 12 
Vander Blue ♦ Ethel Deitch ♦ Bernard Diamond ♦ Sadye Goldstein ♦ Matilda Goodfriend ♦ Belle Gotlieb ♦ Sigmund Green ♦  

Sarah Green ♦ Eugene Gross ♦ Mark Hahn ♦ Louis Levin ♦ Mitchell Robinson ♦ H. Waugh ♦ Gertrude Weiner ♦ Harold Winston ♦ 

Max Wolf 
 
December 19 
Frances August ♦ Bonny Lyn Barsky ♦ Helen Billig ♦ Irene Binkley ♦ Simon Deitch ♦ Ben Diftler ♦ Alvin Ellin ♦ Louis Glazer ♦  

Ida Glazer ♦ Liebel Goldstein ♦ James Greenfield ♦ Calvin Hahn ♦ Idell Harris ♦ Helaine Jacobs ♦ Joseph Krinsky ♦  

James Kutsubos, Sr. ♦ Norman Licht ♦ David Mandell ♦ Elsie Meyerhoff ♦ Madelyn Millen ♦ Samuel Mintz ♦ Samuel Rosen ♦ 

Sophie Rosenthal ♦ Morris Schneider ♦ Joseph Shamitz ♦ Bernard Simon ♦ Minnie Slovis ♦ Moe Slovis ♦ Henry Sturm ♦  

Florence Woolf ♦ Benjamin Zwick 
 
December 26 
Lazarus Abrams ♦ Bertha Bernstein ♦ Morris Bloom ♦ George Busch ♦ Gerson M. Corkland ♦ Samuel Forman ♦ Dora Friedlob ♦ 

Hyman Gabler ♦ Abraham Garber ♦ Benjamin Joffe ♦ Julian Kalotkin ♦ Minnie Kramer ♦ Louis Levin ♦ Harry Lieberman ♦  

Arthur Meyer ♦ Rose Mintz ♦ Lottie Mottsman ♦ Isadore Rosenblatt ♦ Jacqueline Russler ♦ Sam Saroff ♦ William Shaw ♦  

Julius Siegel ♦ Selma Vogel ♦ Virginia Waugh ♦ Norma Wolf 

December 4 
Ben Altshuler ♦ Shiela Belensen ♦ Claire L Boxt ♦ Oliver Childress ♦ Bessie Gelber ♦ Jack Goldstein ♦ Arlene Karklin ♦  
Sadie Rich Miller ♦ David Rayman ♦ Faye Raymon 
 

December 11 
Sondra Bressler ♦ Ruth Brown ♦ Gladys Caller ♦ Louis Cohen ♦ Matilda Goodfriend ♦ Ella Heart ♦ Lillian Herrmann ♦  
Iris Anita Kenton ♦ Emmett Ledbetter ♦ Elise Levy ♦ Werner Mangold ♦ Jacob Pais ♦ Zakhar Sapozhnikov ♦ Isadore Shey 
 
December 18 
Nachum Barkan ♦ Frances P Brody ♦ Eugene Cohn ♦ Gersh Dolgonos ♦ Mary Ellen Epstein ♦ James Friedman ♦  
Abraham Garber ♦ Anna Gassel ♦ Maurice Greif ♦ Elise R. Guthman ♦ Lillie Haas ♦ Edith R. Hecht ♦ Emily Keisler ♦  
Jennie Coons Levitt ♦ Charles Manis ♦ Edwin E. Miller ♦ Jack Misner ♦ Frances "Faigeh" Pfeffer ♦ Louis Pollock ♦  
Benjamin Slate ♦ Jacob Victor ♦ Harold Winston 
 
December 25 
Terry Bain ♦ Lena Loveman Bloom ♦ Barbara Dillon ♦ Mandel "Mendy" Epstein ♦ Esther Feldman ♦ Leah Freeman ♦  
Florence Straus Gerson ♦ Minnie Goldberger ♦ Sigmund Green ♦ Risel Kronick ♦ Ann Lieberman ♦ Abraham Markman ♦  
Jacob Nechamkin ♦ Charles R. Robinson ♦ Samuel H. Robinson ♦ William Rockmaker ♦ Harry Sturm ♦ Gertrude Tucker ♦  
Lena Walowitz ♦ Naftule Zauber 
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WRAP UP: Face the Hate Program 
 

On Sunday, October 18,  we hosted a 
Zoom call with Elana Heideman, PhD, an 
internationally respected educator, about 
anti-Semitism. After giving a brief history, 
Dr. Heideman answered  
questions from participants.  She was ener-
getic and thought-provoking, and we were 
glad to have her.  We were fortunate enough 
to have Hadassah guests from all of the USA.   

After our call many we spoke with were left with a 
question "What Can I Do Now?" Dr. Heideman will be able 
to guide us with information in the upcoming months.  
Stay tuned. For more information, please visit  
ISRAELFOREVER.ORG. 

HADASSAH KNOXVILLE INVITES YOU TO 
PURCHASE YOUR 2021 MAH JONGG CARDS  
 

Hadassah Knoxville is taking orders for 2021 Mah Jongg Cards. 
Based on the number of cards sold, the National Mah Jongg 
League makes a donation to Hadassah Knoxville. Anyone can 
order cards from Hadassah Knoxville, so pass this order form on 
to all friends, neighbors and Mah Jongg groups! They don't need 
to live in Knoxville. Order cards by sending the completed 
order form, along with a check payable to HADASSAH , to: 
Stefanie Rich, 718 Dogwood Valley Road, Kingston, TN 
37763 by January 21, 2021.  
These are official cards and will be mailed by the National Mah 
Jongg League, usually in late March/early April.  

2021 MAH JONGG CARD ORDER FORM:    print please 

Name  

Address  

Phone Number  

E-mail  

Have you ordered through Hadassah Knoxville before? Yes:___ No: ____  

Are you a member of the National Mah Jongg League? Yes: ___ No: ____ 

If so, provide your League membership number, if known: _______________  

No. of Standard Size Cards @ $9.00 each Number _____ X 9.00 = $ _______  

No. of Large Print Cards @ $10.00 each Number _____ X 10.00 = $ ________  

Total Enclosed: $ ____________   (Make check payable to HADASSAH ) 
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When We Come Together, We Sit Together!  
By Shuli Mesa 
 

Hadassah and Heska Amuna Women’s 
League came together to connect, laugh, and 
CHAIR YOGA on October 24! Anna Iroff-Bailey 
greeted us with a lovely Havdalah to usher in 
the week. After Eliyahu Hanavi, we dove right in. 
Laura Clingan led Hadassah and HAWL mem-
bers of all ages in all types of stretches and pos-
es. She formatted warrior, tree, and mountain 
poses from our seats. This was a perfect begin-
ners introduction in the gentlest of ways. Knees 
didn’t crack and even our friends in the 90’s 
were able to break a little sweat. Laura kicked 
things up a notch when we moved to a standing 
position and some of our younger members, like 
my 12-year-old daughter, were able to maxim-
ize their balancing abilities-I still used the chair.  

The silver lining in attending a virtual  
program is that nobody can really see you sweat 
and all the crazy insecurities are lost. This was a 
perfect opportunity to get together! A big thank 
you goes to Peggy Littmann for bringing this  
program to our attention and to the Hadassah/ 
HAWL leadership for  
promoting it. Thank you to Laura for explaining 
everything and making yoga accessible for all. 
An extra thank you to everyone who attended! I 
hope you had as much fun as my daughter and I 
did.  

If you’re interested in learning more 
about Chair Assisted Yoga or are looking for 
something more advanced, check out Laura’s 
classes at Laura@LauraClinganYoga.com –  
she is Hadassah and HAWL approved! 

Members enjoy community and discussions via the 
Hadassah Book Club Zoom meeting. 



32                                                                                                         Hadassah Highlights      December 2020 

Buy a Tree or Water 
Certificate   

 

What better way to 
celebrate a birthday or 
special occasion than by 
purchasing a certificate 
to plant a tree in Israel?  
One Tree  $18 or  
Ten Trees  $150  (Circle 
of Trees)  
 

You may designate a name for 
certificates in memory of someone, 
sending get well wishes, honor a 
birthday, anniversary, birth, marriage, 
engagement or simply support Israel’s 
reforestation and water purification 
projects.  

Contact Joyce York at 
joyceyork12@gmail.com today! 

 
 
 
 
 

As a Hadassah member let us know 
if you are not getting the new for-

matted newsletter: 

 

Contact Andrea Cone at  
hadassahknoxvilleac@gmail.com 
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Knoxville Chapter  
of Hadassah 

 

Executive Board 
 

Andrea Cone President 
     hadassahknoxvilleac@gmail.com 
Laura Floyd  Treasurer 
      floydfam@knology.net 
Shuli Mesa  V.P. Programming 
      shulime@gmail.com 
Revital Ganzi V.P. Education 
      revitalganzi@gmail.com 
Harriet Glasman   Recording Secretary 
       harrietglasman@gmail.com 
Mary Ann Merrell Corresponding Secretary 
      mamerrell@yahoo.com 
Laura Floyd  Advisor 
      floydfam@knology.net 
 

General Board 
Arrangements    Debra Ellis 
Book Club & JNF Program     Peggy Littmann 
Bulletin/Ha’Kol    Harriet Glasman 
Condolence Cards   Betty Golub 
Directory Bookkeeper Laura Floyd 
Directory Chair    Jill Weinstein  
EVOLVE SPARK   Abby Kaplan 
Historian/Yearbook  Jenny Pfeffer 
HMO Luncheon    vacant 
HUB Advisor     Bonnie Boring 
JNF Tree & Water Certificates    Joyce York 
Large Certificates   Mary Ann Merrell 
Layettes      Batya Boxt 
Leadership Development  Mary Linda   

            Schwarzbart 
Membership     Nancy Britcher 
Parliamentarian   Marian Jay 
PRAZE       Harriet Cooper 
Records Administrator Barbara Mintz  
Sunshine Correspondence Betty Golub 
Social Media     Jean Begue 
Youth Aliyah     Mary Evars-Goan 
 

Greeting Cards: https://www.hadassah.org/
ways-to-give/ecard-marketplace/ecard-
main.html 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Hadassah Book Club News 
 

All Jewish women of the greater Knoxville area  
(and friends) are welcome to join us 

 

We welcome you to participate in our Tuesday, 
December 15 Hadassah Book Club meeting. We will start 
at 7:30 p.m. and anticipate using Zoom. We will be 
discussing The Diving Bell and the Butterfly by  
Jean-Dominique Bauby.  

In 1995, Jean-Dominique Bauby was the editor-in-
chief of French Elle, the father of two young children, a 44
-year-old man known and loved for his wit, his style, and 
his impassioned approach to life. By the end of the year he 
was also the victim of a rare kind of stroke to the 
brainstem.  After 20 days in a coma Bauby awoke into a body which had all 
but stopped working. Only his left eye functioned and that allowed him to 
see, and by blinking it he made it clear that his mind was unimpaired. Almost 
miraculously, he was soon able to express himself in the richest detail: 
dictating a word at a time, blinking to select each letter as the alphabet was 
recited to him slowly, over and over again. In the same way, he was able 
eventually to compose this extraordinary book. This book is a lasting 
testament to his life. 

 

• January: Educated by Tara Westover 
• February: The Book of V by Anna Solomon 

 

Questions? Please check the Hadassah webpage at  
https://jewishknoxville.org/hadassah or contact  

Barbara Mintz  at barbara@bmintz.com or (865) 363-4149 
An RSVP is helpful as we continue to use Zoom.  

Celebrate Motherhood with a Hadassah Layette 
By Batya Boxt 
 

 Hadassah sends layettes to women who have a new  
baby or grandbaby. A layette is a card from of all us  
congratulating them on the new baby! 
 When I receive information about a future  
Hadassah member’s arrival, I will email all of you. If 
you are interested in having your name included on 
the layette, please email me back and let me know. 
 If you don’t have a layette account, please send 
me a check to set that up. I’d recommend $25 to start. 
If you need to replenish your account, please send that check to me as well. 
So that my address isn’t distributed publicly, please email me to request my 
address. Let me know how much money you’d like to donate to the layette 
and I’ll deduct that amount from your layette account.  When the account is 
low (around $5), I’ll email you so you can refill it. Please contact me at 
batyaboxt@gmail.com .  
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Non-Fiction Writers in First Grade 
 

  When passion and learning combine students reach new heights.  
Ms. Jessica’s first graders have the most inquisitive and creative minds. After 
reading the book. Miss Spider’s Tea Party. they were so intrigued that their 
discussions led to an investigation on insects. A motivated group of first  
graders got to work researching and creating a non-fiction book about bugs. 
The kindergartners were intrigued as they were hearing tidbits of the re-
search from the first graders.  
 The first graders and Ms. Jessica decided to host a tea party for the first 
graders to share their research. After all, the inspiration for their investiga-
tion had been Ms. Spider’s Tea Party. Students learned about proper tea party 
etiquette fit for a queen, and they even decided to write an invitation to the 
Queen of England to join their tea party. First grade students hosted a  
delightful tea party with mini sandwiches, tea, lots of knowledge sharing and 
the Queen of England (AKA Mrs. Blanchard) even made an appearance. 

The Queen (Mrs. Blanchard) made an appearance at the special tea party, 
which was a fun learning experience for all kindergarten and first grade class 
students. 

Students show  their non-fiction books about  
insects. Their interest in the subject matter helped 
drive this interesting and informative lesson. 
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Binder Olympics  
 

Sometimes it is the little things 
that make your experience at 
school special.  

Binder Olympics was created 
by Ms. Julien to make learning 
about organization fun. Each morn-
ing students in the 4th and 5th 
Grade class were given a different 
organization challenge using their 
binder notebooks. They were 
“judged” by Ms. Louise to find who 
won each heat.  

As students progress through 
each grade, they are taught tools to 
strengthen their independence. 
Organization and strong executive 
functioning skills enable students 
to be efficient and confident  
learners and successful students.  

Thanks to Ms. Julien, this  
mundane chore became a fun start 
to their day. 



36                                                                                           Knoxville Jewish Day School      December 2020 

Using Real Life Skills to Recreate an Outdoor Space 
 

Here in Grades 2-3, we have been learning about what it 
means to be part of a community and how each student 
brings something special and unique to our class. The stu-
dents have explored their own strengths and noticed the 
strengths of others. We have also talked about how we can 
make our school community a better place for those around 
us, using our skills and great work ethic.  

In the spirit of community, we are working to beautify 
our outdoor classroom. The 2/3 class was moved this year to 
give them access to an outdoor space. The students believe 
that this is a great way to help everyone maximize their 
learning, because working in a space that is beautiful inspires 
them and makes them feel more comfortable. We started our 
project by creating maps of our outdoor space as it was. We 
integrated our map skills standards from Social Studies by 
working to make drawings as accurate and scaled as possible. 
The students then looked at their own drawings and the actu-
al space to brainstorm what they thought we could do as a 
group to improve upon what was there. They decided to start 
with painting the furniture and possibly building additional 
furniture.  

Once this decision was made, the students created lists of 
jobs we needed to do and materials 
we needed for those jobs. This 
group definitely has some experi-
ence working with their hands, be-
cause they knew we would need to 
strip paint and sand before we 
could begin painting (which, of 
course, was what they were all 
looking forward to!). They also de-
cided we needed to fundraise by 
creating posters, writing letters to 
local businesses, Special Friends 
and producing a video. Several stu-
dents brought in their piggy bank 
money for this project. One Second 
Grader worked with a volunteer 
from the Fifth Grade class to im-
prove our map of the space, learn-
ing to create drawings to scale us-
ing Math and Art skills, then repli-
cating their work so the whole class 
could give their input on the layout 
of the furniture. Their willingness to help each 
other, take turns, and do the "boring" jobs with-
out complaining has been an inspiration. They 
are doing amazing work, and I am so proud of 
them! We can't wait to show off our newly refur-
bished outdoor classroom to the rest of the 
school community. 

We had two types of sanders - manual and power. Students worked together to get the sand-
ing finished so the painters could start.  

Everyone in the class was a painter on this project. There was a lot 
of wood that needed a fresh coat.  

Right: Adding a fresh coat of paint on  
a sunny day. 
Far right: An important part of the plan was 
measuring and plotting our existing furniture. 
Students had to know what we had to know 
where to start.   
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KJDS Staff and Board 
 

Miriam Esther Wilhelm 
Head of School 

Louise Lindsay 
Innovation Coach 

Ann Ely 
Director of Operations 

Jenny Parker Wood 
Director of Admissions 

Brooke Haskins 
Katie Lusk 

K-1st Grade Teachers 

Rebecca Blanchard 
2-3rd Grade Teacher  

Fran Julien 
4-5th Grade Teacher  

Revital Ganzi-Sagiv 
Hebrew Instruction Consultant 

Dana Maman 
Hebrew Teacher 

Julia Stark 
Drama Teacher 

 

Chris Quinn 
PE Coach 

 

Lev Gross Comstock 
Music Teacher 

 

Amy Broady 
Art Teacher 

 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President: Michael Zemel 
Vice President: Ellen Markman 
Treasurer: Odysseus Bostick 
Secretary: Jeff Becker 
Founding Officer: Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm  
 

Nancy Becker, Bernard Bendriem, 
Judy Brietstein, Gina Di Salvo, Rachael 
Oberman Ellis, Gloria Z. Greenfield, 
Maurice Guigui, David Hull, Anna Iroff-
Bailey, Sandy Parker, Judith Rosenberg, 
Susan Silber, Tamara Sturm 

Meet the Barak Family 
 

Gittai, Noa and their three children 
(Ido-9, Neri-7 & Niv – 2.5) moved to Knox-
ville two months ago after spending two 
years in Bergen County, NJ. They are origi-
nally from Hod Ha Sharon, Israel. 

Gittai works for a hi-tech company 
that develops and manufactures tools for 
the recording and performing industries 
and Noa is coming from the cyber-security 
world specializing in building training 
platforms for startup companies.  

The family enjoys games, riding bikes, 
music, and movies. They also enjoy hiking, 
for which the Knoxville area provides lots 
of options. 

“For us, finding the KJDS right here in 
Knoxville is a G-d send. We are able to 
give our kids a top notch education and 
we are also able to preserve their Hebrew language which had gotten a little  
neglected since our move to the US. We hope that we can grow together with 
KJDS and bring some added value from our experiences while benefiting from all 
that KJDS has to offer.”  

We are so happy to welcome you to our community! 

Where are They Now 
Melissa Guigui 

 

Melissa Guigui, a KJDS graduate, a junior 
at Farragut High School, is a high-achieving 
student and a wonderful artist, with strong 
Jewish identity.   

Melissa is excelling in AP history and art 
classes. She also enjoys studying languages. 
She is enrolled in honors level French and is 
a French Club member. 

Melissa’s Jewish identity is strong. She 
has been a Stand With Us Teen Leadership 
group member. This international program 
helps teens further their knowledge of Israel 
and plan innovative Israel programs with their 
peers. Teens complete the program empow-
ered to play a vital role in ensuring teens in 
their community are connected to Israel. While 
the programming has been limited due to  
Covid-19, Melissa learned so much and she is 
looking forward to helping other teens in our 
community feel connected to Israel.  

Melissa is also an active CTeen leader. 
Melissa’s passion is focusing on the service  
projects and helping teens give back to their 
community. Melissa has led a number of  
programs including delivering challah to elder-
ly members of our community baked by teens 
and “cookies for cops” - teens baked, decorated 
and delivered cookies to police officers to show their appreciation. We are proud 
of Melissa’s leadership with Stand With Us, CTeen and as a GO-counselor  
at Camp Webb. 
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KJA Campaign
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 Imbrey & Associates is now

 Jacki S. Imbrey, CLU,ChFC, CFP® RICP®

 Richard M. Imbrey, CLU, ChFC, CFP®

	 David	H.	Jeffries,	CFP®, RICP®

 “Focusing on strategies for
 wealth accumulation and
 retirement income distribution”

1322 Dowell Springs Blvd. • Knoxville, TN 37909

(865) 588-9333
www.WaypointKnoxville.com

Knoxville, Nashville, 
Memphis, Clarkesville and 

Cleveland/Chattanooga

 East Tennessee
 Rooter & Plumbing

HOME OF $35 BACKFLO TESTING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Plumbing/Drain Cleaning
 Back Flo Testing

State License #47637 P.O. Box 52906
Insured & Bonded  Knoxville, TN 37950

(865) 688-0357

Bring Your Event To Life!

Say Cheese! We bring the FUN to you with 
our Magic Mirror Digital Photo Experience!

Great for Bat Mitzvahs, Weddings, 
Proms, Corporate Events, and More!
Personalize your photos with props, 

backdrops, customized
templates, and more!

Call us now at 865-312-1060
for your special party package!

With our NEW state of the art
interactive Magic Mirror
Digital Photo Experience.

www.saycheesephotofun.com

maryvillemonument.com

(865) 983-3192
804 E. Broadway Ave. • Maryville

 JUDY TEASLEY
 LUXURY HOMES SPECIALIST
 o 865.694.5904 | c 865.599.9500 | f 865.694.5924
 judy@judyteasley.com | www.judyteasley.com

Each Keller Williams
Office is Independently 
Owned and Operated

I Top 10 in the Southeast Region 2011-2015, 2017
I Keller Williams Presidents Club and Customer Service Award 2016
I Best Individual Real Estate Agents in Tennessee
 per Real Trends 2013-2017

 865-524-0510 • agc@dmrpclaw.com
 www.avvo.com/attorneys/37919-tn-arnold-cohen-4289077.html

 Dunn, MacDonalD & ReynolDs, Pc
 6204 Baum Drive • Knoxville, Tennessee 37919

Tax & Business Planning • Contracts • Real Estate
IRS & State Tax Disputes • Estate Planning
Probate • Conservatorship • Guardianship

Arnold G. Cohen, Attorney at Law

2001 Alcoa Highway

All the Brand New Space You’ll Need for Your NextAll the Brand New Space You’ll Need for Your Next

Call Our Sales Department 865-970-4300, Option 2Call Our Sales Department 865-970-4300, Option 2



Serving seniors with extraordinary
non-medical care in Knox, Anderson & 
Roane County since 1997. Call now to 
see how we can help your loved one.

Home Instead Senior Care is locally 
owned & operated by Amy L. Hull

Call to meet with someone
from our team today!

865.523.1300

Leibowitz Law Firm, PLLC
Attorneys at Law

 LAWRENCE P. LEIBOWITZ 
 BRANDON J. TINDELL

TEL (865) 637-1809 • FAX (865) 637-9276
WWW.LEIBOWITZFIRM.COMWWW.LEIBOWITZFIRM.COM

608 GAY STREET S.W.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

Dependable Care by
Experienced CAREGiversSM

To learn more visit homeinstead.com
Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise

office is independently owned and operated.

Sign Up For
Summer Camps 

Today!

www.jewishknoxville.org
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507 West Clinch Ave. • Knoxville
(865) 546-2300 • www.bhspc.com

Tax, Accounting and Auditing
Litigation Support • Fraud  

Examinations • Business Valuations

Bible Harris Smith, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants and 

Business Advisors Since 1949

Breast Cancer
Breast Surgery

Call (865) 692-1610
(423) 714-1955

Imelda G. Margulies, FNP
Call 692-1602

BRCA & Lynch

• BRCA & myRisk Panel Testing
• High Risk Breast and Prostate Cancer
   Assessment Especially for Ashkenazi Jews
• Cancer Genetic Risk Assessment

Clinical Genetics
Service

Helping you and your family
reduce your risk

Aaron G. Margulies MD Call us today. 
We are here 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week, 365 days a year.
Broadway - (865) 523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel - (865) 588-8578

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

 Home Financing You Can Count On

Gary SturmGary Sturm
SR. LOAN OFFICER • SR. LOAN OFFICER • BRANCH MANAGERBRANCH MANAGER

865-691-8910865-691-8910
gary.sturm@migonline.comgary.sturm@migonline.com
www.sturmhomeloans.comwww.sturmhomeloans.com
NMLS #1375205, TN #125405NMLS #1375205, TN #125405

LANCASTER
LAND

MANAGEMENT
 (865) (865)
 617-1200 617-1200

865-524-8106
knoxdefense.com

607 Market St., Ste. 1100 Knoxville, TN 37902

CALL FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

Joshua Hedrick 
Knowledgeable, Experienced, 

and Dedicated Defense
With over 80 years of

combined experience, we
offer unmatched legal defense
in trial and appellate courts.

Please call for special attention regarding your real estate needs.

JUDY BRIETSTEIN
CRS, GRI, REALTOR®

865.966.1111 Office
800.235.4236 Toll Free
865.803.7246 Cell
judybrietstein@gmail.com
www.LiveInKnox.com
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Ha’Kol is a joint community project. 

 

 

The Jewish Community Archives  

of Knoxville and East Tennessee 

6800 Deane Hill Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37919-5943 
www.jewishknoxville.org 

The Way We Were  
in 2003 

 

Chanukah at  
Weston Place 

 
Joan Cohn of Knoxville 
cuts into her signature 
“Menorah Challah” at a 
Chanukah party at assisted 
living center Atria Weston 
Place in west Knoxville.  

The Archives needs  
your photographs  

 

Send your photos of  
"The Way We Were" (identifying 

who, what, when, where) to  
archives@jewishknoxville.org, 

or contact the archivist at  
(865) 690-6343. 


