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Shalom Y’all! 
By Rabbi Erin Boxt 
 

Temple Beth El is a community made up of a variety of types of 
people. Sometimes, it is hard to look out in our congregation 
and find the many ways we are the same or even recognize the 
things we have in common. Well, let me tell you one way in 
which we are alike. I would guess that every one of us has at 
some point in their life struggled with balance. I am going to 
purposefully not define that word. For each of us, it may mean something different. 
Maybe we are unable to find the balance in our personal lives; still, others have 
difficulties finding balance in their professional lives. And, there are still those who 
(like me) are challenged by finding a balance between their personal AND 
professional lives. Personally, as I find myself trying to do more and more for my congregation, I wonder if I am taking away 
from my roles as husband and aba.  
 If you think about it, balance is something many of us will struggle with our entire lives. This is nothing new. We find a lack 
of balance all over – from our modern day lives all the way back to our roots: the TaNaKh. In the Torah, we find a chronology of 
men and women who struggled greatly with their roles as fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, etc. Beginning with Adam and Eve, 
we find example after example of Biblical characters that for one reason or another were unable to find balance. Throughout our 
history, the Jews have always searched for the how and why…and unfortunately have never really been able to find it. 
 Is it so bad though? Is it really our end goal to find that balance? Or, is it our challenges and searching that helps us to 
understand? Certainly there are questions we have that will never be answered. And, while this may cause us frustration, we are 
able to keep looking and reflecting; just maybe we will catch a glimpse of that balance we so desperately seek. I try to dwell less 
on balance and more on what is important to me, my family and my community. If we imagine ourselves standing on one foot (as 
Hillel did so long ago), we should also imagine our desire to find balance. However, when we stand on two feet, we have that 
balance – until something comes along and knocks us out of balance. 

 Friends and family – seek balance for sure. However, do not lose yourself in the search. Find something that gives you 
comfort or temporary balance. Then, allow life to happen…sometimes you might find that the surprise is that our lack of balance 
actually keeps us balanced!  
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Mah Jongg Madness Tournament Another Fun-Filled Success 
 

Temple Beth El Sisterhood’s MAH JONGG MADNESS TOURNAMENT on Sunday, October 7, was a hit with 48 women who 
enjoyed an afternoon of snacks, desserts, conversation, and mah jongg! 

Mazel tov to high scorers: Elaine Levin, 1st place; Barbara Zurl, 2nd place; and Lauren Ratner, 3rd place. 
We thank all of the mah jongg players, everyone who donated snacks and desserts, everyone who donated prizes for the 

“take a chance”, and everyone who helped. 
Special thanks to our Scorekeepers Cyndie Powell and Phyllis Hirsh; Kitchen Helpers Lesley Krakauer and Honerlin Del  

Moro; Ticket Seller Wilma Weinstein-Lomax; and Amy Rosenberg for set up. 
Watch for a “save the date” in the spring for Sisterhood’s 2019 tournament! (See photos on page 4.) 
 

See you at mah jongg! 
Mah Jongg Madness Co-chairs 
Karen Smith, Sandy Parker, and Beverly Schultz 
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TBE President’s Remarks 
By Steve Lewis, TBE President 
 

What do we know about December? Well, we know it’s when we’ll be celebrating most of Chanukah 
– dreidels, latkes, menorahs, latkes, songs – and of course, latkes. We’ll tell the tale of the miracles and 
our kids’ gentile friends will become jealous because they get gifts for eight days. 

 But beyond Chanukah, frankly, the December TBE calendar is a bit sparse. Not surprising, perhaps, 
because December is a time when a lot of folks take vacations or head to warmer climes for the season. 
It’s a time when the lay calendar comes to a close, and a time when – in the last week of the month and 
the first week of January – it seems that a lot less work gets done all around. It’s a time of shorter days 
and longer nights. 

 So, what else do we know about December? We know it’s usually cold. And how do we beat the cold? 
Well, with warmth, of course. And warmth can come from many places. Warmth can come from your 
fireplace, or from a campfire. It can come from sweaters, boots, heavy coats, hats, or gloves. It can come from the comfort of cozy 
quilts. 

But there’s another kind of warmth can also brighten the dark winter days. It comes from our fellow human beings. Warmth 
can come from a hug, from a smile, from family, from friends, from the satisfaction of knowing you’ve done a mitzvah. 

 So here’s a concept: Warmth can also come from congregating with your fellow Jews – from connecting with TBE. So, if the 
cold, often damp and depressing weather of December gets you down, why not seek out the warmth you need right here? 

 I can’t tell you how proud and thrilled I’ve been in recent weeks to hear from several new members who couldn’t stop raving 
about how welcomed they have felt at TBE – how the warmth of the members made them immediately feel at home. 

 That warmth is not just available to new members; it’s available to all of us. All we have to do is show up. Come to services 
and join in the fun we have as we sing and worship together; meet with old and new friends after services at the Oneg. Contact 
our new Volunteer Coordinators and find out about the volunteering opportunities available; working with a team of fellow 
congregants to plan and put on a successful event can be an incredibly rewarding experience. Or, find out which committees are 
looking for extra help. Believe me; the more you give, the more you’ll get. 

 December’s cold and darkness got you down? Just reach out for some TBE warmth – you won’t be sorry. 

Temple Beth El Religious School December 2018 Update 
By Norma James, TBE Education Director, normajames@tbeknox.org 
 

 December 2 is
 
Our 17

th
 Annual Maccabiah!  

Just in time for the week of Chanukah, we will have our annual Maccabiah. This year will be better than ever with new 
competitions. Our entire school is divided into four teams (Shin, Hay, Gimmel, and Nun) that prepare all morning for the 
wacky competitions. It is as much fun to watch as it is to participate. We need parents to help us with the latke luncheon and 
to be an audience for the Maccabiah. We welcome our entire congregation to come at 11:15 to watch the fun. Attending the 
Maccabiah is a great way to see our students in action. NOTE: School will extend until 12:30 p.m. on this day, but lunch is 
included. 

 December 9 is B’yachad at KJDS. 
Chanukah and little children—it’s the perfect 
combination! Anna Iroff-Bailey will once again do her 
magic with this program that just keeps growing. The 
parents have also enjoyed getting to know each other. If 
you have not yet participated, PLEASE bring your little 
one this month. B’yachad is sponsored by Temple Beth 
El, Heska Amuna, and KJDS at no charge to members and 
nonmembers. It is open to all children age four and 
under. Every session includes stories, crafts, songs, 
activities, and the sweetest T’filah you will ever 
experience. For more information contact Norma  
(865) 719-2614 or email Anna Iroff-Bailey at 
byachadknoxville@gmail.com. You can also find us on 
Facebook. For feedback on the program, ask any family 
who attends. We have a blast! 

 Religious School Winter Break Wednesday, 
December 19-Sunday, January 6.  
Religious school starts back on  
Wednesday, January 9,

 
with Midweek Hebrew. 

TBE students participate in a program on kindness led by Becca 
Leaman from the Institute of Southern Jewish Life. She is our ISJL 
Fellow for this year and will make three visits to our congrega-
tion.  
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Sisterhood Happenings  
By Tammy Stone and Kathy Young, Sisterhood Co-Presidents 
 

 We hope everyone had a terrific Thanksgiving holiday. As we look for-
ward to Hanukkah and the New Year we hope you and your family have a 
great holiday season. Jumping into 2019 watch for more social action drives to 
support TBE’s mission of social action.  
 Planning ahead, the weekend of March 15-17 the president of our Dis-
trict, Alison Auerbach, will be here for a weekend of prayer, learning, and 
planning. Friday night, March 15, will be our Sisterhood Shabbat service after 
a dinner to raise money and awareness for The Caring Plate, an organization 
that helps those on chemotherapy enjoy hot meals. Please mark this weekend 
on your calendar so you can join us.  
 We currently have no programs scheduled for January or February. We 
are seeking program ideas for those months as well as people to assist in the 
organizing.  
 We are looking for people to join committees and help plan events. Please 
contact one of us if you are interested in joining a committee. Anything you 
can do to help would be appreciated. Also, if you haven’t paid your dues yet, 
it’s not too late. Please send them to Temple and they will be directed to the 
correct person. 
  Thank you to all who continue to make our bimah look beautiful on Fri-
day nights through the Beiler Flower Fund and to those who add sweetness to 
Oneg Shabbats by being a host. You help make Friday night services more 
meaningful for all!  

Meet Our Temple Beth El Board Members 

Lauren Javors 
 

Lauren Javors is a native New Yorker and has been a part of the Knoxville community for 
12 years. She lives in Farragut with her husband Jesse, two sons Jake (12) and Luke (9), along 
with her hound dog, Ruby!  

 Lauren has been in sales for the past 18 years working for both Fortune 500 Companies 
and start-ups. Most recently, she has been a part of the leadership team at VSTAR Entertain-
ment Group, a division of Cirque du Soleil creating live events, brand activations and live tour-
ing kid’s shows like Paw Patrol. She has also created events at SXSW, Stage Coach, and has had 
a project featured on Celebrity Apprentice.  

 In her spare time, she enjoys the simple things like having dinner at night with her family, 
kickboxing, cooking, and being outdoors.  

Amy Rosenberg   
 

Hi, my name is Amy Rosenberg and have been a TBE member since 2006. My 
biggest joy in life is spending time with my husband Hal, and our three children,  
Dani, Jake, and Jessie. This past August, our family got bigger as we welcomed 
Matt into the family. Dani, Matt and their dog Ollie reside in Memphis, Jake resides 
in Atlanta, and Jessie works for Clayton Homes in Knoxville. 

 I currently serve on the Executive Board as First Vice President, Co-Chair 
Ways and Means, active member of House and Property, Social and Membership 
Committees. Although Hal and the kids aren't official members of these commit-
tees, they have willingly (and unwillingly at times) been at my side helping exe-
cute the Auction, Latke Chanukah Dinner and many other social events.  

 I also have a passion for volunteering at American Cancer Society, Sunrise Day 
Camps, and other non-profit organizations. When I’m not at the temple or volun-
teering, you can find me walking at Lakeshore, hiking, playing mah jongg or travel-
ing. TBE has been part of my extended family for the past 12 years. My family and I 
have made numerous friends and friendships that will last a lifetime! 

Mah Jongg Tournament winners Elaine Levin, 
Lauren Ratner & Barbara Zurl. Thanks to every-
one who participated in this fun TBE fundraiser. 

Jessie & Amy Rosenberg, Dani & Matt 
Pruitt, Hal & Jake Rosenberg 
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Wine & Cheese Social at TBE 
By Missy Noon 
 

On October 12, the membership committee hosted a 
Wine & Cheese Social before services for all prospective, 
new, and current members at Temple Beth El. Everyone 
enjoyed the time together while sipping wine, chatting, 
and eating some delicious appetizers. A heartfelt thank 
you goes to the membership committee (Kathy Young, 
Steve Rockmaker, Sari Kagan, Batya Boxt, Amy Rosen-
berg, and Wilma Weinstein-Lomax) for their assistance 
with this event.  Many thanks also to Liz Gassel, Julie 
Braude, and Phyllis Hirsh. It was a special evening for our 
Temple Beth El family! 

Honerlin & Rob Del Moro and Steve Lewis 

Kathy Young, Lee Wertheim, Peter & Karen Covel 

Missy Noon, Debbie & Larry Silverstein, Rabbi Erin Boxt  
and Steve Lewis 

TBE Welcomes New Members 
 

Reba and Bennett Herzfeld will be married 26 years in December, have four adult 
children (three daughters and a son) and have eight grandchildren with our blended 
families—five boys and three girls.  

 Bennett is a stockbroker and has been in the business for over 50 years. Reba 
occasionally works for Dressler’s Jewish Funeral Home as assistant to the Funeral 
Director and has done everything from processing death certificates to driving the 
hearse. She also helps with her young grandson several days a week.  
 Bennett’s hobbies are collecting coins and cooking on his Big Green Egg.  
 Reba enjoys reading, is chair of Keturah Hadassah’s knit/crochet group, cooking, 
is on the board of Temple Emanuel-El and was very instrumental in starting Che vre 
Kadisha (Jewish Burial Society) in the Reform movement some 20 years ago. Both 
enjoy traveling especially cruising and visiting in Knoxville with three of the little 
ones.  
 We joined TBE so we will have a comfortable place to worship when visiting our 
Knoxville family. 
 

 Reba and Bennett Herzfeld 
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CARING COMMITTEE FUND 
In memory of Yolanda Del Moro 
By: Rob and Honerlin Del Moro 
 

CLARENCE STRASBURGER  
MUSIC FUND 
In memory of Mordechai Gustav Heiser 
By: Gilya Schmidt 
In memory of my father who sang in 
Skokie, IL Temple choir 
By: Robert and Nancy Vetzner 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
In memory of Dina Shklyrov 
By: Boris and Bella Budik 
In memory of Gertrude Frankel 
By: Jay and Valerie Frankel 
 

FRIBOURG-BRUNSCHWIG HOLO-
CAUST MEMORIAL EDUCATION/
OBSERVANCE FUND 
Donations by: Judy Kelly 
 

GENERAL FUND  
In memory of Dora Brody &  
Israel Potter 
By: Ivan Brody 
In memory of Russell Cyzick 
By: Frank and Karen Cyzick 
 
GOLDBERGER MEMORIAL  
SANCTUARY FUND 
Donations by: Ed and Linda Weintraub 
 
 
 

HERMINA BEILER FLORAL FUND 
In memory of Dorothy Levy Licht 
By: Richard Licht and Shirley McGuire 
In memory of Yolanda Del Moro 
By: Rob and Honerlin Del Moro 
MARX FAMILY EDUCATION FUND 
Donations by: Michael and Linda 
Braude 
 

PATIO AND GROUNDS FUND 
In memory of Isaac Routenberg 
By: Sandra Murray 
In memory of Nicole Shenkman 
By: Michael and Laura Shenkman 
 

PRESERVATION FUND 
In memory of Art Copcutt, II 
By: Mark and Lucy Barkan 
In memory of Lester & Sara Hirsh 
By: Ken and Phyllis Hirsh 
In memory of Alberta Pomerantz 
By: Ilya and Bella Safro 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of Roberta Epstein 
By: Ed and Linda Weintraub 
In memory of Marcus Mendelowitz 
By: Susan Cohen 
In memory of Martin J. Krakauer 
By: Leslie Krakauer 
In memory of Emanuel Radoff 
By: Fred and Ava Radoff 
In honor of Janice & Howard Pollock 
By: Ron and Ebbie Sandberg 

Contributions to the Funds of Temple Beth El 
Donations listed were received as of October 19, 2018 

REVIEW of a book in the TBE Holocaust Memorial Bookshelf  
by Henry A. Fribourg 

MASTERS OF DEATH - The SS-Einsatzgruppen and the  
Invention of the Holocaust, by Richard Rhodes, 2002 
 

Whenever the German Army, the Wehrmacht, invaded Czechoslovakia,  
Poland, and Russia in the first years of WW II, the front troops were closely followed by Schutzstaffel 
Einsatzgruppen. There were five brigades of these SS “special task forces,” sent to occupied territories in 
advance of civilian administrators, to confiscate weapons, gather incriminating documents, track down 
and arrest all people the SS considered politically unreliable, and systematically murder the occupied 
country's political, educational, religious and intellectual leadership. At the same time, they were also to 
dispatch Jews, and the mentally and physically disabled. Thus, the precursor to die Endlösung (the Final 
Solution) was created by Heydrich on the orders of Himmler from several thousands of specially select-
ed soldiers, trained for the purpose in the spring of 1941 at a police academy in Pretzsch, 50 miles from  
Berlin. The violence of the Einsatzgruppen was carried out with little control, so effectively brutalizing 
German soldiers that some of the national leaders were concerned that the violent cycle of virulent  
barbarism could lead to loss of discipline. Sometimes, soldiers “shot badly,” wounding rather than out-
right killing their victims. The desire to use more “humane” killing methods than shooting led eventually 
to the use of carbon monoxide, and later gas, in to the development of large-scale killing factories such 
as Auschwitz-Birkenau and Sobibor. Nonetheless, the Einsatzgruppen murdered more than 1.5 million men, women, and children 
between 1941 and 1943, often burying them in pits such as Babi Yar. The author explores mass psychology and exposes the in-
dustrial logic that underlies modern genocides. 

Rabbi Erin Boxt 
rabbiboxt@tbeknox.org  
 

Steve Lewis, President  
president@tbeknox.org 
 

Norma James,  
Religious School Director  
normajames@tbeknox.org 
 

Tina Fleeman 
Temple Beth El Office Staff 
secretary@tbeknox.org 
 

TBE Office Phone:  
(865) 524-3521  
Fax: (865) 525-6030  
 

Temple Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday: 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Mission 
To inspire individuals to know, live, 
and shape our Jewish legacy. 
 

In fulfilling our mission, we value our 
place in the chain of traditions, the 
diversity of those who seek to join us 
in our venture, and the kindness es-
sential to a sacred community. 
 

www.tbeknox.org 
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A p r i l  2 018  D e c e m b e r  2 018  

 

S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

      1 
9:30a-noon Shabbat 
Service--HA  
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 

 
6:03 p.m.  

Candle lighting 

2 

First Night 
Chanukah 
9:30a Morning Minyan-
HA 
9:30a Religious Sch-HA 
9:30a Religious Sch 
Maccabiah-TBE 
10a Adult Hebrew-HA 
4-7p Lights & L’Chaim 
All That Jazz!-HA 

3Chanukah 

7a Morning Minyan-HA 
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR 
6-9:30p Fencing-AJCC 
Gym 

4Chanukah 
10:15a Yoga-JCOR 
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym 

5Chanukah 
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR 
4p Religious Sch-HA 
4:30p Hebrew Sch-TBE 
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym 
7p Talmud Study-HA 

6Chanukah 
7a Morning Minyan-HA 
11a Adult Ed/Torah Study
-TBE 
Noon Lunch & Learn-
JCOR 
7:30-9:30p Israeli  
Dancing-Gym 

7Chanukah 
4:45p JFS Shabbat- 
Sherrill Hills 
6:30p Sunset Minyan-HA 
7p Shabbat Service -TBE 

 
 
 

5:03 p.m.  
Candle lighting 

8Chanukah 
9:30a-noon Shabbat 
Service--HA  
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 
8p cTeen Chanukah 
Party-Chabad 

 
6:03 p.m.  

Candle lighting 

9Chanukah 
9:30a Morning Minyan-
HA 
9:30a Religious Sch-HA 
10a Adult Hebrew-HA 
10a B’Yachad—KJDS 
2p KJA Annual Mtg-
AJCC 
 

10Chanukah 
7a Morning Minyan-HA 
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR 
6-9:30p Fencing-AJCC 
Gym 
5p  Menorah Madness-
Market Square Mall 

11 
10:15a Yoga-JCOR 
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym 

12 
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR 
4p Religious Sch-HA 
4:30p Hebrew Sch-TBE 
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym 
6:30p KJDS Brd-KJDS 
7p Hadassah Brd-AJCC 
7p Talmud Study-HA 

13 
7a Morning Minyan-HA 
11a Adult Ed/Torah Study
-TBE 
Noon Lunch & Learn-
JCOR 
7p Board-HA 
7:30-9:30p Israeli  
Dancing-Gym 

14 
5:30p Tot Shabbat & Kids 
Kabbalat-HA 
7p Shabbat Service -TBE 
 
 
 

 
5:05 p.m.  

Candle lighting 

15 
9:30a-noon Shabbat 
Service--HA  
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 

 

 
6:05 p.m.  

Candle lighting 

16 
9:30a Morning Minyan-
HA 
9:30a JLAH program-HA 
9:30a Religious Sch-TBE 
10a Adult Hebrew-HA 
11a Israeli dancing-JCOR 
2p PJ Library dedication-
AJCC 

17 
7a Morning Minyan-HA 
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR 
6-9:30p Fencing-AJCC 
Gym 

18 
10:15a Yoga-JCOR 
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym 
7:30p Hadassah Book 
Club-The President is 
Missing-Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers 

19 
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR 
4p Religious Sch-HA 
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym 
7p Talmud Study-HA 

20 
7a Morning Minyan-HA 
11a Adult Ed/Torah Study
-TBE 
Noon Lunch & Learn-
JCOR 
7:30-9:30p Israeli  
Dancing-Gym 

21 
3p AJCC Preschool 
closes for Winter Break-
no After Care 
5:30p Community  
Shabbat Dinner-AJCC 
7p Shabbat Service -TBE 

5:07 p.m.  
Candle lighting 

22 
9:30a-noon Shabbat 
Service--HA  
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 

 
6:08 p.m.  

Candle lighting 

23 
9:30a Morning Minyan-
HA 
 

24 
 
 

9a Morning Minyan-HA 
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR 
6-9:30p Fencing-AJCC 
Gym 

25 
 
AJCC/KJA Offices closed 

26 
 
AJCC/KJA Offices closed 
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR 
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym 
7p Talmud Study-HA 

27 
 
7a Morning Minyan-HA 
11a Adult Ed/Torah Study
-TBE 
Noon Lunch & Learn-
JCOR 
7:30-9:30p Israeli  
Dancing-Gym 

28 
 
7p Shabbat Service -TBE 
 
 

 
 

5:11 p.m.  
Candle lighting 

29 
9:30a-noon Shabbat 
Service--HA  
9:30a Shabbat Service-
JCOR 
9:30a Bat Mitzvah of 
Elizabeth Floyd-HA 

 
6:12 p.m.  

Candle lighting 

30 
9:30a Morning Minyan-
HA 

31New Year’s Eve 

 
9a Morning Minyan-HA 
9:30a Tai Chi-JCOR 
6-9:30p Fencing-AJCC 
Gym 

     

AJCC Preschool Winter Break 

AJCC Preschool Winter Break 

Watch your monthly KJA postcard and KJA email  
for information on the December Friendshippers event.  

Details were still in the works at the time of the Ha’Kol deadline. 
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Suzy Snoops 
 

Ha’Kol welcomes your good news. Please send information to jyork@jewishknoxville.org or to  
the Ha’Kol newsletter, c/o Knoxville Jewish Alliance, 6800 Deane Hill Drive, Knoxville, TN 37919. 

 

 Sofia Tomov, age 14, was named to the News Sentinel’s 20 Under 20 series for developing software that predicts the 
probability that a person has heart disease. She’s enrolled at UT via dual enrollment and has founded Qardian Labs, to 
provide software solutions to medical problems. Knox County Commission voted to appoint longtime community volunteer 
Mary Linda Schwarzbart to fill a vacancy on the county Ethics Committee. Schwarzbart, a business and grants consultant, 
has worked with the East Tennessee Community Design Center, Project GRAD and the East Tennessee Civil Rights Working 
Group. After the vote, she said, “I am so honored, and I appreciate all of the candidates who were so qualified. I will do my 
best.” 

 Congratulations to Susan Watson Arbital, who creates mosaic and stained glass art, on her jury selection for the 2018 
Artsclamation exhibit.. Mazel tov to Jenifer and Evan Ohriner on the birth of grandson, Zev Adin Ohriner, son of Mitchell 
and Taliah Weber Ohriner, of Denver, CO.  Big brother is Nadav Jacob, 4 1/2 years old.  

 Mazel tov to Moshe and Marcia Shloush on the birth of grandson Ori Shloush, son of Omer and Yael Shloush. Big brothers 
are Nir and Tal Shloush. 

 Congratulations to Andrew Kaplan, son of Greg Kaplan and Nuria Cruz-Camara. He is a member of the West High School 
chess team which won the Lenior City Fall Team tournament. 

 Contatulations to Mary Ann and Bryan Merrell on becoming grandparents and Judy Rattner on becoming a great 
grandmother, to William Herbert Johnson. Parents are Courtney and David Johnson and big sister is Sunday. 

 Mazel tov to Meir Niad on his new role as executive vice president of the Anshei Darom Region of the Federation of Jewish 
Men's Clubs.  

 Congratulations to Gabriel Spenser, who was on the second place Knoxville Convention Center team at the recent March of 
Dimes signature chef auction. 

Update from Gert Weinstein BBG 
 

 On October 19 Heidi Sturm, Lily Hirsh, and Riley Goodfriend went to Alpine, Alabama for the BBYO Cotton States Regional 
New Member Weekend. There they met teens from all over the south, explored their Jewish identity, and learned all about BBYO. 
When they got home they all said they were so excited they went because they met so many new friends and could not wait for 
upcoming BBYO events.  
 All the Gert Weinstein BBG’s came together on Saturday, October 27 for a big sister, little sister reveal and sleepover. Every 
younger or new member was matched up with an older member. We had a fun night of bonding through big versus little competi-
tions, decorating picture frames and bracelet making. Thank you to everyone who came 
and made it such an amazing event!  

Heidi Sturm, Lily Hirsh, Riley  
Goodfriend at BBYO New Member 
Weekend. 

Top left:  
Tifannie Rosen,  
Hallie Boring, Paige 
Quartararo, Sophie 
Pollock, Lilli 
Schweitzer, Heidi 
Sturm, Gracie 
Galyon, Lilly Sitver, 
Sofia Tomov.  
 

Bottom left:  
Gaby Guigui, Riley  
Goodfriend, Melissa  
Guigui, Lily Hirsh,  
Yuval Koenig,  
Danielle Harre  
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Mark Your Calendar 
 

MITZVAH DAY 2019 
Sunday, February 10 — 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Arnstein Jewish Community Center 

AJCC Hosts Seeds of  
Abraham Project 
 

 A sunny November afternoon found 
40-50 youths at the AJCC creating cards 
of kindness for the families of Tree of Life 
Synogogue victims. 
 The mission of Seeds of Abraham is 
“Planting seeds of respect and relation-
ships amongst the youth of the Knoxville 
Community.” Seeds of Abraham is an in-
terfaith youth group and all middle and 
high school youth are welcome, regard-
less of religion, gender, ethnicity, sexuali-
ty, or other potentially dividing factors. 
For information, please email  
SeedsofAbrhamKnoxville@gmail.com. 

Owen Davis 
creates a card 
at the Novem-
ber Seeds of  
Abraham ser-
vice project 
event. 

A heartfelt 
message 
of love 
created 
for the 
families. 

One of a 
stack of 
beautiful 
messages of 
love and 
comfort. 

Save the Date  
 

 This year’s Abraham and Rebecca Solomon and Ida 
Schwartz Distinguished Lecture Fund for Judaic Studies hosted 
by the Fern and Manfred Program in Judaic Studies will be Pro-
fessor Richard E. Friedman, the Ann and Jay Davis Professor of 
Jewish Studies at University of Georgia and the author of many 
books but most famously the book Who Wrote the Bible.   
 Dr. Friedman will speak at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 28 
at the new student Union on the University of Tennessee Cam-
pus.   
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Ha’Kol 

  

Knoxville Jewish Alliance 

Spreading the Light 

The Tree of Life * Or L’Simcha Congregation Vigil 
By Chip Rayman, KJA President 
 

“A candle is a small thing. But one candle can light another.  
And see how its own light increases, as a candle gives its flame to the other.  

You are such a light.” —  Moshe Davis 
 

Presbyterians provided parking at a nearby church. Methodists volunteered to drive a 
shuttle. The Unitarian minister spoke words of empathy and unity. Three rabbis spoke 
about history, healing, and hope. Yassin of Yassin’s Falafel House was “in the house” along 
with many of our Muslim friends. Hindus. Sikhs. Catholics. Numerous Christian 
denominations. Knoxville’s religious community may have outnumbered our small 
community of Jews and that’s OK! 
Interfaith, Yeah! 
We estimated 800-plus souls were 

there at our October 27 Vigil for 
Pittsburgh based on the 600-plus candles 
we handed out, plus those who brought 
their own and stood with us in solidarity. 
We knew we weren’t going to have 
enough candles and are thankful to our 
Presbyterian, Unitarian, and United 
Methodist friends for providing candles 
and drip holders. 
Mayor Madeline Rogero spoke. Knox 

County Mayor Glenn Jacobs had a prior 
commitment, but sent a representative. 
Rabbis Alon Ferency and Yossi Wilhelm 
spoke. Reverend Chris Buice spoke. 
Marilyn Kallet, Knoxville’s poet laureate, 
recited her poem written within 24 hours 
of my asking her if she had anything 
related to the Tree of Life congregation. 
Rabbi Erin Boxt concluded with his 
remarks reciting the names of the victim 
congregants, referencing those who 
“serve and protect,” along with a prayer 
he wrote especially for the Tree of Life 
congregation. 
Uplifting music, song, and prayer was performed by Norma James and Steve Lewis of Temple Beth El. 
600 flickering candles tells it all. 

December 2018 

KJA Ha’Kol 

L’Simcha Congregation Vigil....12 

Community in Unity........……...13 

AJCC Preschool News………..14 

KJA Community…….………....16 

Hillel @ UTK…..….….…...…....17 

Violins of Hope……………..10-11 

Join Us at the KJA Annual Meeting 
Sunday, December 9 — 2:00 p.m. 

Arnstein Jewish Community Center 
Learn about KJA, vote on 2019 officers, support your community! 
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A Community in Unity: Knoxville  
 

May Their Memories Be for a Blessing 
Tree of Life Synogogue Members 

 

Daniel Stein, 71; Joyce Feinberg, 75; Richard Gottfried, 65; Rose 
Mallinger, 97; Jerry Rabinowitz, 66; brothers Cecil Rosenthal, 59, and 
David Rosenthal 54; husband and wife Bernice Simon, 84 and Sylvan 
Simon, 86; Melvin Wax, 88; and Irving Younger, 69  

Above: KJA 
President Chip 
Rayman. 
Left: Steve 
Lewis of TBE. 
Below: Tara 
Bain, Hil-
lel@UTK  
director, lights 
candles. 
Other: 
Community 
members 



14                                                                                  Knoxville Jewish Alliance Ha’Kol       December 2018 



 
 
 

Join Us for KJA Shabbat Weekend 
 

 Friday, February 8 — Temple Beth El 
 Saturday, February 9 — Heska Amuna Synagogue 

 Sunday, February 10 — Community-Wide Mitzvah Day 
at the Arnstein Jewish Community Center 
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Buy a Shirt & 
Support  

Hillel @ UTK 
 
Funds raised help the KJA  
welcome and support Jewish stu-
dents on the UT Campus with 
monthly Shabbat dinners, holiday 
happenings, programs, and more! 
 

Limited number so buy today! 
Shirts available in M, L, and XL  
$18.00 while supplies last.   Stock 
by KJA office or email us at  
utkhillel@jewishknoxville.org 
 

Don’t want a shirt but want to  
support our campus outreach.? 
DONATE TODAY! 
www.jewishknoxville.org/donate 
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Holocaust Program Connects with Students 
 

 Holocaust hidden child survivor  
Sylvia Ruth Gutmann shared her story 
with Blount County students and commu-
nity during a series of talks and a dinner 
in October. She is author of  A Life Rebuilt: 
The Remarkable Transformation of a War 
Orphan.  
 A Massachusetts resident, Gutmann’s 
visit and talks were funded by a  
GoFundMe campaign led by an Alcoa High 
School German teacher Ken Brown and 
his students.   
 A grant from 
the Fribourg-
Brunschwig Holo-
caust Memorial 
Education Fund of 
the Knoxville  
Jewish Community 
Family of Funds to 
the KJA enabled 
our community to 
financially support 
this educational 
program. 

 

Yassin Terou, of Yassin’s Falafel House with staff member and 
KJA President Chip Rayman at a Bread Bread Break Hate event. 

Top left:  
Sarah Milford and Marian Jay 
Top right: Barbara Bernstein 
and Knoxvile Opera Company 
director Brian Salesky. 
 

Bottom Left: KOC singers  
Bottom right: Bernard Bendriem 

KJA Treats All to 
Knoxville Opera 
Season Preview 
 

 Brian Salesky, Knoxville 
Opera Company executive  
artistic director, and two sing-
ers awed community members 
at Sunday afternoon program 
at the Arnstein Jewish Commu-
nity Center. Salesky noted that 
in addition to opera, the KO 
presents school programs and 
participates in many area 
events. 
 This free cultural arts  
program was made possible by 
the generous donations of folks 
in our community. 

Sylvia Gutmann 

Front row: Sonja DuBois, Henry Fribourg, 
Sylvia Gutmann, Claudia Fribourg 
Back row: Chip Rayman and Ken Brown. 
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Hillel @ UTK Students Organize Moving Campus Memorial 
 

 Hillel @ UTK students planned a moving vigil at The Rock to honor the 11 
Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life victims on October 31. Candles were lit for each victim. 
 In November, vandals defiled The Rock twice with anti-Semitic messages, 
leading students and the Knoxville Jewish Alliance to call upon the University to 
step up its denouncement of anti-Semitism and hatred. 

KJA Welcomes New Admin-
strative Assistant 
 

 Hello, my name Sherrie Price.  
I’ve recently moved here from the State 
of Louisiana, with my entire family. I’m 
so happy to be at the KJA and I’m look-
ing forward to meeting you all. 
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My Visit to a Synagogue 
By Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 
 

Last Shabbat, I attended a Saturday morning service at a synagogue 
I’ve always liked. I sat in the side pews incognito like any other 
participant, and no one asked me any rabbinic questions. 
I went to the synagogue as a stranger with four goals. First, to show 

my kids how to pray. If we want the next generation to love prayer, 
Judaism, and synagogues, they must see us doing the same. Second, I wanted to view a 
synagogue from the outside, and imagine what a layperson would experience. Like a secret 
shopper, I thought, is the service hard to follow? Confusing? Comfortable? Are people 
warm and friendly? Third, I needed to connect to the part of me that always needs to pray, 
but sometimes doesn’t get expressed when I’m leading others in prayer. You see, as a 
rabbi, it’s easy to lose sight of what I loved about synagogues before my calling and career. 
Yep, I still love the quiet amidah and studying the Torah reading as it’s read. There are 
some melodies I’ve always loved and always will, and even one or two that don’t appeal to me; that has nothing to do with being 
a rabbi, and everything to do with being a practicing Jew.  
Last, I wanted to see what the Synagogue would be like without a rabbi. For you see, this wasn’t just any synagogue I visited 

incognito; it was Heska Amuna Synagogue.  
Here are some things I learned. One, our prayers are heart-warming and not over-long. Two, it’s a very great place: the building 

is well-crafted, and the Sanctuary is beautiful, with great light and warm sound. Our new playground makes the Synagogue 
inviting to a young family. During the haftara, I was able to take one of my fidgeting sons into our courtyard. Having a place for 
kids to play and enjoy being in the Synagogue demonstrates our openness to children and families. I wonder what else we might 
do? Third, we are amazing people: we have skilled leaders, even without a rabbi; our congregation is full of kind, charming, 
funny, and interesting folks. Plus, our food is the best!  
Simply put, my sales pitch is this: Even if I weren’t the rabbi of Heska Amuna, this would be my shul. I’m really grateful I came 

back to Heska Amuna as a visitor, and was reminded of that.  
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At Heska Amuna on Sunday,  
December 2 at 4 p.m., we will 
toast Knoxville's holiday season 
with the energetic music of Dor 

L'Dor, led by Ken and Susan Brown 
at Lights & L'Chaim and All That Jazz 2018. Joining 

Dor L'Dor on the bimah will be two of East Tennessee's most 
celebrated jazz musicians, vocalist Kelle Jolly and her husband,  
saxophonist Will Boyd.  
 

Ticket Information 
 We hope you will join us at Heska Amuna on December 2 at  
4:00 p.m. for Lights & L'Chaim and All That Jazz. Seating is limited, so 
get your tickets now. Buy tickets ($45 for adults; $15 for children 
under 18, free for children in Heska Amuna Religious School) in the 
office, 522-0701, or through our website at www.heskaamuna.org. 
It's going to be a sure-fire, don’t-miss a great evening of music, food, 
celebration, and holiday warmth. 
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A More than Open Invitation to the Knoxville Community 
By Mary Ann Merrell, Heska Amuna Synagogue 
President 

 

Kallah 2019 (noun, verb, adjective, adverb): a 
restful weekend to enjoy Shabbat that includes a 
relaxing (fully optional) slate of music, indoor 
and outdoor activities, contemplative prayer, and 
programs for all ages - from serious study to light
-hearted fun. Think of the Kallah as an out-of-
town bar mitzvah only no gifts or fancy clothes 
needed! Shabbat naps in the perfect locale! And, 
as if it weren't going to be fun enough already, 
let's create a special community to celebrate Avi 
Rowe's bar mitzvah at the Kallah as he recites his 
first aliyah! Avi has grown up in Heska Amuna's 
family and he has chosen this time as especially 
meaningful to share what he as learned with you. 
Adam and Naomi invite us all to share in their 
simcha with Liora, Ezra, and of course, Avi, too. 
  Cumberland Falls State Park proved to be a 

great setting for our Kallah in 2017 and so to 
Cumberland Falls we will go once again,  
March 8-10. Our 2017 Kallah was a truly 
inspiring weekend of community filled with 
thoughtful sessions led by dozens of congregants, 
joy-filled children, engaging activities, hiking, not 
hiking, practicing mindfulness on the veranda overlooking 
river and mountains, our unique version of Project Runway: 
Synagogue edition (see what the synagogue of the future 
looks like under the sea and on Mars (Please note that on 
Mars there is a church next door for overflow 
parking.) 
Please join us; give yourself the gift of a true 

community Shabbat adventure! We have it all 
including the right room just for you: traditional 
hotel rooms in the lodge, two room cottages 
perfect for 3-4, and two-bedroom cabins that 
sleep up to 10 happy kallahniks. 
Our grant with the Kallah Project is subsidizing 

$50 of the cost for each adult registration so we 
are able to hold registration fees to be the same 
as they were in 2017. The registration fee 
includes all costs for the weekend (lodging, 
meals, programs, guided hikes, toddies, s’mores 
for the campfire, babysitting – you name it!) If 
you need help with transportation or being able 
to manage the registration fee, just let us know. 
We truly want you to join us! Heska Amuna is 
excited to be hosting this event that is open to the 
entire community. 
 

A note to families:  
The Kallah is a super family-friendly happening. We will have exceptional programs for all ages throughout the weekend. Our 

amazing Women’s League will be organizing baby sitting and child care again for us this year. And, through the generosity of the 
Sturm family and the Bradley Sturm Memorial Fund, your child or grandchild can Kallah with you for only $25 for the entire 
weekend. Early bird registration runs through December 31. Register online at www.heskaamuna.org or come by the office for 
a registration form. And, if you have any ideas for activities, just let our program coordinators (me and Frank Floyd) know; we 
would love to hear what you have to say. Come Kallah with us! 

Thank you to Jack Benhayon for serving as the Kallah photographer  
extraordinaire.  

Project 
Runway 
artwork 
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Heska Amuna Women's League  

From Dying to Laughter 
By Lisa Jacobson, Women’s League President 
 

 This article was written not long after the shooting at the syna-
gogue in Pittsburgh. Over the past year, Heska Amuna Women's 
League (HAWL) has sponsored a series on death and dying we called 
"Unveiling the Shroud." On the day after the shooting in Pittsburgh, 
HAWL had its annual members "paid up bruncheon," the only event of 
the year that we limit strictly to members. Given the events of the pre-
ceding day, should we have postponed the brunch and program? 
 Part of the "Unveiling the Shroud" series was on mourning and the 
importance of community and ritual in helping us to mourn ....and then 
go on living. From the prayer at the bedside of the dying and the re-
spect and care given to the body, to the funeral, shiva, and mourning 

period to help heal the living, there is a timeframe and process for each phase. The day after 
a national loss of the lives where so many of our fellow Jews were killed for practicing their 
faith in a synagogue, did not seem an appropriate time for the brunch, particularly, THIS 
brunch.  The long-scheduled program was, ironically, called "Laughter for the Health of it!," and 
was led by a nationally-known speaker on the benefits of laughter and joy in our lives (laugh 
therapy), Hedda Matza-Haughton from Sarasota, Florida.   

 The irony and, possibly the impropriety of the timing of the brunch 
was not lost on anyone attending (or not).  We decided to move forward 
and asked Rabbi Alon Ferency to open with a few words about the con-
flicting emotions of those gathered to enjoy the event. He very elo-
quently, figuratively  'gave us permission' to enjoy the respite from the 
televised heartbreak and tragedy. By discussing the tragedy and our 
feelings of outrage, empathy, and mourning but also addressing the 
Jewish traditions of bringing joy to our lives and lives of others through 
laughter and comedy, we were able to set aside our grief for that brief 
period and experience laughter, learn about its many health benefits, 
and think about our own 
plan for bringing more joy 
into our lives.   

 Over and over again, 
the comment was made, 
"We needed that!” We are 
happy that our members 
could step away for just a 
few hours and enjoy them-
selves. May you all experi-
ence joy in your lives, even 
in the face of tragedy.  We 
cannot thank Shuli Mesa, 
Andrea Cone, and Peggy 
Littmann enough for all of 
their hard work in plan-
ning the program and pre-
paring the wonderful 
brunch!  

Above: Shelley Hecht and Rosalie Nagler  
get into the spirit of the program with 
those beautiful smiles!  

Our speaker, Hedda Matza-

Haughton 

What would a ‘bruncheon’ be without a lot of scrump-
tious food?! 
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Community Celebrates Global Day of Learning 
 

Global Day of Jewish Learning was held at Heska Amuna Synagogue on  
November 11. Thank you to the volunteers and teachers who made the day a  
success: Debbie Abrams-Cohen, Justen Bain, Tara Bain, Laura Floyd, Revital Ganzi, 
Lev Gross-Comstock, Anna Iroff-Bailey, Jared Iroff-Bailey, Norma James, Alex Jor-
dan, Stephanie Kors, Jeannie Mill, Barbara Mintz, Paige Motley, Emma Parrot, Rabbi 
Alon Ferency, Rabbi Erin Boxt, and Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm.  Displays by community 
organizations including AJCC Preschool, PJ Library, Knoxville Jewish Day School, 
Lights & L’Chaim, and Heska Amuna Women’s League shared how they could be 
part of each our Jewish journey. 

Teachers led sessions with materials and support from PJ Library, the Institute 
of Southern Jewish Life (ISJL), and the Aleph Society. B’yachad was led by Anna 
Iroff-Bailey as they studied Ella Goes to Israel. The preschool through kindergarten 
studied My Grandfather’s Coat with Paige Motley and Revital Ganzi. In two groups, 
grades 1-3 with Justen Bain and Martha Iroff and 4-5 with Jeannine Stanley studied 
My Personal Journey and made their own kaleidoscopes so they could see their  
journey with more colors. Tefillat HaDerech, the  
Traveler’s Prayer, was the topic of study for 
grades 6-7 with Norma James and Stephanie Kors 
and the teen group with Lev Gross-Comstock and 
Tara Bain. Rabbi Wilhelm and Martha Iroff shared 
Jewish stories and Norma James shared music, 
including a song about the traveler’s prayer. Lev 
Gross-Comstock and Jared Iroff-Bailey led the 
children’s musical tefillah.  

Rabbi Boxt led an adult study session entitled 
The Making of a Wandering People, in which he 
explored how the experience of exile has shaped 
the Jewish People. Rabbi Ferency explored the 
Stops Along the Way with other adults. He 
looked at how ancient stories can inform our 
present-day behaviors.   

Knoxville’s Global 
Day of Jewish Learning 
truly lived up to its 
name. Learners of all 
ages in our commu-
nity joined Jewish 
communities around 
the world for a day 
of solidarity and 
shared learning.  
 Thank you to all 
for a wonderful day 
and I hope we all 
continue to study 
and learn as part of 
our personal Jewish 
journeys! 

Lela and Jeremy Headrick at the closing of 
the Global Day of Learning  

Above: Teens enjoy a moment of quiet. 
 

Left: Gabe and Avishai sing. 

Above: Ellie, Madisoin, and Leli show off their 
kaleidoscopes. 
 
Left: Norma James leads a discussion on  
Personal Journeys with grades 5-6. 

Karl and Michael work 
on kaleidoscopes to see 

many colors on their 
journey. 



Prozdor Class Hosts First United Methodist Church Teens 
 

 Prozdor hosted the 1st United Methodist Church confirmation class to share about Judaism and how it relates to Christianity. 
Each Prozdor student shared different Jewish traditions and practices. All students were able to find common beliefs and 
appreciate the differences. The visit began with Tefillah led by Rabbi Alon Ferency who talked about the meaning of important 
prayers including the Shema and how the belief in monotheism is a core belief in Judaism and Christianity.  
 The class was taken on a tour of our synagogue that included looking at a Torah scroll and discussion of how they are 
written. There was a discussion of how there can be no mistakes or changes to the Torah. The students were very interested in 
how carefully the Torahs must be cared for to preserve them.  
 Students from the church and from Heska Amuna discussed the value of treating your neighbor as yourself. Both groups 
found it to be an essential belief. Another core belief they discussed was continuing the work of completing the word through 
Tikkun Olam. The church group shared how good deeds are central to their beliefs and practices. 
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Elizabeth Floyd to Become a Bat Mitzvah 
Come kvell with us! 
 

We are pleased to announce that Elizabeth Miriam Floyd will 
become a bat mitzvah on Saturday, December 29, 2018, at Heska 
Amuna Synagogue, with Rabbi Alon Ferency officiating. Services 
start at 9:30 a.m. with a Kiddush luncheon to follow.  

Elizabeth is in the eighth grade at West Valley Middle School 
where she plays percussion in the band. She is a graduate of the 
Knoxville Jewish Day School and attends Prozdor as part of 
Amirim School at Heska Amuna. She loves to spend time with her 
friends, listen to music, and dance around the house. Elizabeth is 
passionate about her arts and crafts. Her mitzvah project is cen-
tered on helping the homeless and those in shelters with food 
and other items they may need. Her parents Frank and Laura 
Floyd and big brother David are looking forward to celebrating 
this special day.  

Light up your festival with a 
beautiful new menorah. 

(Many are shown throughout 
this edition of   

HaShofar!) 
 

Add exquisite handmade  
candles, dreidels, and some 

delightful gelt, too! 

WHY SHOP  
ANYWHERE ELSE 
FOR HANUKKAH? 

THE WOMEN’S 
LEAGUE  

JUDAICA SHOP  
HAS IT ALL! 
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Join Us at Lights & L'Chaim and All That Jazz 2018  
 

After much anticipation, Lights & 
L'Chaim and All That Jazz 2018 is 
almost upon us. At Heska Amuna on 
Sunday, December 2, at  
4:00 p.m., we will toast Knoxville's 
holiday season with the energetic 
music of Dor L'Dor, led by Ken and 
Susan Brown. Home for the holidays 
will be their son, jazz bassist Daniel 
Brown and his wife, violinist 
Boyeon Selena Brown. Knoxville’s 
own Rachel Brown also returns to 
fill the sanctuary with her lovely 
voice, singing with equal facility 
from Hebrew, English, and Yiddish 
repertoires. Accompanying Rachel 
on vocals will be the  
engaging Stella Galanti. 
 Dor L'Dor has classic roots in 
Eastern Europe, but with a fresh 
and exciting modern flair. Whether 
you’ve heard them before or are a 
first-timer, there’s no better way to 
usher in the holiday season than 
Dor L’Dor’s energetic, playful, al-
ways surprising arrangements of 
classic klezmer combined with 
healthy doses of jazz, rock, gospel, 
and even Elvis.  
 This year, we’ve added two of 
East Tennessee's most celebrated 
jazz musicians, vocalist Kelle Jolly 
and her husband, saxophonist Will 
Boyd. Kelle is the host of Jazz Jam 
on WUOT 91.9 FM and is the found-
er of the Women in Jazz Festival 
which will next be held on March 15
-16, 2019, in Knoxville. Will is a 
member of the Knoxville Jazz Or-
chestra and has a newly released 
CD, Will Boyd Live at the Red Piano 
Lounge. Together they bring two 
lifetimes of talent to our event, and 
you won't want to miss hearing 
what happens when these two mu-
sicians pool their talent with Knox-
ville’s own brand of  
yiddishkeit. 



Contributions From Caring People 
Donations received as of October 23, 2018 
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Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 
rabbi.ferency@heskaamuna.org 
 

Chair of the Board 
Ken Brown 
hachair@heskaamuna.org 
 

President 
Mary Ann Merrell 
hapresident@heskaamuna.org 
 

Interim Education Director 
Martha Iroff 
education@heskaamuna.org 

 

Director of Educational Programs 
Revital Ganzi 
edprograms@heskaamuna.org 
 

Operations and Administrative  
Director 
Beverly Wilcox 
admin@heskaamuna.org 
 

Kitchen Director 
Kimberly Ault 
kitchendirector@heskaamuna.org 

 

Women’s League President 
Lisa Jacobson 
WomensLeague@HeskaAmuna.org 

 

Heska Amuna Synagogue 
admin@heskaamuna.org 
 

 

Permanent Schedule 
Friday Night Services............…...Varies  
Saturday Morning Service.........9:30 a.m.  
Sunday Minyan...............................9:30 a.m. 
Mon. & Thurs. Minyanim…...….7:00 a.m.  
 

Evening minyanim for members  
can be arranged by contacting the  

President one week before. 
 

For a list of Heska Amuna’s services, 
events, and information,  

please visit  
www.heskaamuna.org 

 

(865) 522-0701 
 
 

Heska Amuna Synagogue  
is an affiliate of The United Synagogue  

of Conservative Judaism. 

Amirim Religious School  
 Alex & Richard Jordan 
 Marty & Martha Iroff 
In memory of Leo Vogel 
  Jeffrey & Nancy Becker 
 

Bikkur Cholim 
 Mary Linda Schwarzbart 
   
Cemetery Fund 
 Harold & Joyce Diftler 
 

Change for the Future 
 Hal & Ann Manas 
 Jeremy Headrick & family 
 

Congregation Name Tags 
 Bernie & Barbara Bernstein 
 

General Fund 
Best wishes for a speedy recovery for 
Evan Ohriner, Marilyn Burnett, Jack 
Benhayon 
 Gilya Schmidt 
Best wishes for a speedy recovery for 
Marilyn Abrams and Marilyn Burnett 
 Bernie & Barbara Bernstein 
In memory of Gene Rosenberg 
 Gilya Schmidt 
For Mary Linda Schwarzbart's honor 
by YWCA 
 Miriam Weinstein 
  

Israel and Gertrude Cohen 
Endowment Fund 
In memory of Gertrude Cohen, Morris 
Bressoff, Gunsa Glazer, and Gerson 
Cohen 
 Arnold Cohen 
In honor of Bernard Bendriem's 
birthday 
 Arnold Cohen 
 

High Holiday  
 Robert & Laura Lieberthal 
 Stella Iroff 
 Mary Linda Schwarzbart 

In appreciation of service leaders 
 Mary Ann & Bryan Merrell 
In honor of our Simchat Torah bride, 
Anita Miller, & groom, Raphe Panitz 
 Bernie & Barbara Bernstein 
 Bryan & Mary Ann Merrell 
 Marty & Martha Iroff 
In appreciation of Gilya Gerda Schmidt
 Bryan & Mary Ann Merrell 
 

Kiddush 
In honor of those who have recently 
chosen to become Jewish  
 The Rabbi & Religious Services 
 Committee 
   
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 Harold & Susan Silber,  
Jack Benhayon & Judith Marquand, 
Ira Lapis, 
Gilya Schmidt 
In memory of Rhea Silber 
 Harold & Susan Silber 
 Marilyn Presser 
In memory of Gene Rosenberg 
 Esther Weinstein 

  
Yahrzeits 
 In memory of Bruce Kingsley 
 Doug & Jill Weinstein 
In memory of C.B. Brown 
 Robin Zalkin Brown 
 Gilya Schmidt 
In memory of Rachel Perelman 
 Charles & Marie Perelman 
In memory of Toba David, Bertha and 
Julius Krauss 
 Sigmund & Brenda Mosko 
In memory of Joseph Solomon 
 Alan Solomon 
In memory of Peter Dreyer 
 Trudy & Gary Dreyer 
In memory of M.G. Heiser 
 Gilya Schmidt 
In memory of Celia Shaw 
 Genevieve Kramer 
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KNOXVILLE JEWISH COMMUNITY FAMILY OF FUNDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Abraham Brietstein, President; Jacki Imbrey, Secretary/Treasurer; Carole Martin, Past President;  
Jeff Becker; Bernard Bernstein; Arnold Cohen; Robert Goodfriend; Scott Hahn, Richard Jacobstein; Bryan Merrell, 

Rosalie Nagler; Jenifer Ohriner; Howard Pollock; Pace Robinson; Alexandra Rosen; Bernard Rosenblatt;  
Laura Berry, Administrative Director 

 

The Board of Directors of the Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds thanks the Knoxville Jewish community, the Knoxville  
Jewish Alliance staff, and the East Tennessee Foundation for their support and encouragement. The KJCFF encourages you to help insure the 

healthy future of our Knoxville Jewish community by including a commitment to the KJCFF in your financial and estate planning. 
 

To learn more about KJCFF philanthropic opportunities, call 690-6343 or visit www.jewishknoxville.org/kjcff 

Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds 
A Supporting Organization of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee  

Foundation to preserve and strengthen the Jewish Community of Knoxville 

Violins of Hope 
By Abraham Brietstein, PhD, KJCFF President 
 

KJCFF fund holders and individuals seeking worthwhile, charitable causes to make a 
donation are often unsure which local Jewish cause is most worthy of their philanthropic 
interests. Let me suggest one such cause. Violins of Hope is coming to Knoxville in January 
2019. Violins of Hope has appeared in many cities, most recently in Nashville, and is being 
brought to Knoxville by the Knoxville Jewish Day School. Sponsors include the Knoxville 
Jewish Alliance, Knoxville Symphony Orchestra, East Tennessee Foundation, University of Tennessee Downtown Gallery, Knox 
County, City of Knoxville, Regal Cinema, East Tennessee PBS and the UT Department of Religious Studies. Quoting from the 
Knoxville Jewish Day School’s description of the program:  

 “Violins of Hope is a collection of more than 50 restored violins that were played by Jewish musicians during the Holocaust. 
These instruments have survived concentration camps, ghettos, pograms and many long journeys to tell remarkable stories of 
injustice, suffering, resilience and survival. The collection was assembled and restored by Israeli master violin maker and 
restorer, Amnon Weinstein.”  

 This remarkable and moving exhibition of the restored violins will be displayed at the UT Downtown Gallery from  
January 4-27, with a design by a world-
renowned architect and exhibition 
designer, Lou Gauci. Performances by the 
Knoxville Symphony Orchestra will take 
place on January 23 and 24 with the 
violins. In addition, community events to 
educate children and adults about the 
horrors of the Holocaust and “to continue a 
conversation of social justice, hope, 
resilience and tolerance will take place 
throughout 2019.” Small fund holders like 
my wife and I can only make one annual 
contribution from a fund created in honor 
of my parents, Harry and Mollie Brietstein, 
and this year we are planning to make a 
contribution to Violins of Hope in honor of 
my relatives who perished in the Holocaust. 
Please consider doing the same. For 
additional information about Violins of 
Hope, please visit the website at 
violinsofhopeknox.com, and for information 
about starting a fund or learning more 
about KJCFF please call KJCFF at 690-6343. 

Donations 

Pat and Gene Rosenberg Fund (as of November 7, 2018) 
 In Memory of Gene Rosenberg 

 Larry and Michelle Banks, Breazeale & Associates, P.C., Ruth Drucker,  
Scott Hahn, DJ and Patricia Harris, Richard and Jacki Imbrey,  
Stuart and Lori Markman & Family, Catherine Moirai, Stephen and Rosalie 
Nagler, Stephen and Kim Rosen, Ronald and Ebbie Sandberg, Mary Linda 
Schwarzbart, David and Courtney Branton, Ricky and Cindy Caplan,  
Eli and Anne Greenbaum, Barbara Handler, Mark Harris, Steven and Christl 
LoCascio, Gregory and Jennifer Moffitt, Sherry and Charles Morgan,  
Cortney Piper & Barry Armstrong, Bernie and Lesley Rosenblatt,  
Gilya Schmidt, Christopher and Jill Van Beke 

 

Grants 

 The Knoxville Jewish Alliance received a grant from the Fribourg-
Brunschwig Holocaust Memorial Education Fund to help with costs 
associated with bringing Sylvia Gutmann, a hidden child survivor of the 
Holocaust, to speak at Alcoa City Schools. 

 

 The Bernstein Charitable Fund made a grant to Heska Amuna Synagogue 
for the Yom Kippur Appeal. 

 

 The Knoxville Jewish Day School received a grant from the Harry and Mollie 
Brietstein Memorial Fund to support Violins of Hope. 



Donations to JCOR 
 

Yahrzeits 
 Isabella Bogomolny  

from Victor & Avigail Rashkovsky 
 Gidekel-Bamberger families from Elena Bamberger 

 Allene Barker, Frances Bogard, and Rose Kravit from James & 
Rhonda Bogard 

 Clara Polonsky from Alice Feldman & Al Good 
 David Volkin & Leonard Volkin from Karen Brunner 

 Milton Bloom from Bruce Tomkins 

 Nathan Laznowski & Genia Ryczke  
from Mira Kimmelman 

 Gertrude Landau & Tobias Landau from Barbara Landau 

Donations: 
 35th Anniversary from Melvin Tobias 

 Deborah Hess Bowman 

 Donation to the Tree of Life commemorating the 50th 
Anniversary of Ray and Katherine 

  (Handler) Isenburg 

 Tracy Tjon Sien Kie 

 Geoffrey Laing 
 In Memory of David Goldenberg & In Honor of Sylvia 

Goldenberg from their family 

 Einstein & Maya Families 

Notes from the Communications Coordinator 
By Ronnie Bogard 
 
 I am connected to the land at a deep and profound level, with trees and plants the foundation of that connection. I am sure 
you hear this often in the messages that I include in this newsletter. Pictured is one of our sweet gum trees at the lake property. 
Sweet gums are one of the most valuable trees in the southeastern U.S.  From providing hardwood for furniture, to medicinal 
uses of the resin and the fruit ball (in each of the compound seed capsules is a naturally occurring source of shikimic acid, one of 
the main ingredients in the manufacture of Tamiflu), to the beautiful color of the fall leaves, to the source of food for small mam-
mals- it is a prize winner. It is not quite perfect - those spiked gum balls are sharp and painful to bare feet, so be smart and wear 
shoes!  
 We did not notice the tree damage on our property right away, we just expected that our trees would remain strong and 
healthy, barring disease or infestation.  Now, we are working diligently to save them from beaver damage and subsequent death. 
We understand that beavers have good qualities too, but focused only on their own survival, there doesn't seem to be a balance 
in the ecosystem. Unchecked, they will cause mass destruction to tree stands. We have gone into action- and hopefully not too 
late. We still have many more trees to protect, and we don't know if we can save them all. But we won't give up, and we will pay 
more attention. If we don't- who will? 
 The timing of Lech Lecha, last week's parsha, was appropriate.  God selects Abraham and makes a commitment to him that 
involves journeying to a particular land, believing in one God, and following a set of ethical standards - the foundation of Judaism 
and the Jewish people. The land was part of that commitment, and that is striking. We are left wondering, why was a designation 
of a particular geographic area central to the religion?  Lech Lecha "Go for you," implying that this journey will be good for us.  
Judaism is definitely a journey we are given the opportunity to take, and the journey is different for all us. We also do not know 
in advance the length of the lifetime in which we can take that journey.  Many modern day Jews don't know what to do with this 
commitment to land that has become modern day Israel, and their discomfort is obvious. A country with borders, and yet a  
religion too, merged together - it is so unusual and often problematic. But then so much about Judaism is unique, a culture that is 
multifaceted. A land and a religion that continues to be threatened by outside forces and our own lethargy. 
 Jews have always been held to a high standard and are  
expected to rise above, gather our resources, and survive whatever is placed before us. The complicated state of Israel suffers 
from that same predicament. The expectations are a tall order.  We cannot change the threats that make our lives and our choices 
difficult, but we can be supportive and provide additional strength to each other, and to Israel as those challenges are faced. We 
cannot be complacent, and expect that we as Jewish Individuals, we as a Jewish People, or we as a Jewish Land, can survive with-
out additional outside support. 
 What can we do? Educate ourselves about Judaism and about Israel; engage and respond strongly to destructive criticism in 
person or in newspapers, on social media and at forums; work for continuous improvements in our community, our own coun-
try, our own religion, and our own land; accept constructive criticism graciously when it is presented appropriately. Give gener-
ously to Jewish organizations. Spend our lifetimes working actively towards knowledge of ourselves and others. That is the jour-
ney and the expectation that God has created for us. Lech Lecha. 



Jewish Congregation of Oak Ridge      December 2018                                                                                27 

JCOR Hosts and Hostesses 
December 1 Vera & Leon Maya; Ilana & Moshe Siman-Tov 

December 8 Hilary Shreter, Nona & Sam Poole 

December 15 Fran Silver; Jill & Stu Chasan, Karen Brunner 

December 22 Patti & Bill Segel; Avigail & Victor Rashkovsky 

December 29 Anne & Eli Greenbaum; Michael Kropp 

January 5 Tracey Tjon, Bruce Tomkins 

January 12 Yardena & Moshe Yair, Sarah & David Stuart 

January 19 Carol & Jonas Kover, Debbie Bowman 

January 26 Reeva Abraham, Ronnie & Jim Bogard 

February 2 Linda & Zane Bell, Becky & George Charles 

February 9 Catherine Braunstein, Jeannette Gilbert 

December Events 
 

December 15, 2018 
7:00 p.m. 
Jewish Film Series:  
Keeping Up with the Steins  
(rescheduled from 10.27) 
 

USA, 2006, Rated PG-13,1hr 30m  
Two parents plan an over-the-top Bar Mitzvah for their 13-
year-old son, while the boy struggles with his own shyness and 
his desire to see his father and grandfather reconcile in this 
sharp but loving satire of materialism. 
 

December 22, 2018 
Rabbi's Study Session: "Ask the Rabbi"  
(after the Shabbat Services) 

JEWISH CONGREGATION OF OAK RIDGE 
 

 Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky—vicrash@yahoo.com 

 Don Carlson, President—carlson_or@yahoo.com 

 Becky Charles, Sisterhood President—gchar2@aol.com 

 Mira Kimmelman, Religious School Director 

 

101 W. Madison Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
(Mail) P.O. Box 5434, Oak Ridge, TN 37831 

 

JCOR’s Saturday morning service begins at 9:30 a.m. 
For the Friday evening service schedule, please 
contact JCOR at office@jcor.info or call (865) 483-3581. 
 

www.JCOR.info 

JCOR’s Saturday morning service begins at 9:30 
a.m. For the Friday evening service schedule, 

please contact JCOR at office@jcor.info  
or call (865) 483-3581. 

Holz Family 
Celebrates  
Rose’s 98

th
 birthday 

 

 Rose Holz loves people and 
loves a good party and she got 
her wish when her family all 
came in to celebrate 
her 98th birthday.   
 There was celebration for 
days, culminating in a family  
dinner out honoring her birth-
day.  One other member of the 
family, son George, also celebrat-
ed his birthday that week too. 
Happy birthday to both of 
you!   Beautiful Fiona, grand-
daughter of Bonnie and John, was 
lighting the candles, and grand-
son Pete, Barbara' s son, can be 
seen in the background.  Rose, 
you and Fiona look great in a ti-
ara!  There were two princesses 
in the room. 
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CHABAD CHABAD CHABAD    

OFOFOF   KNOXVILLEKNOXVILLEKNOXVILLE   

   

CHABAD CHABAD CHABAD    

OFOFOF   KNOXVILLEKNOXVILLEKNOXVILLE   
Jewish. Done Joyfully! 

  ב"ה
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December 7 
Gladys Caller ♦ Gloria Frank ♦ Ella Heart ♦ Arlene Karklin ♦ Iris Anita Kenton ♦ Elise Levy ♦ Werner Mangold ♦  
Zakhar Sapozhnikov 
 

December 14 
Nachum Barkan ♦ Sondra Bressler ♦ Ruth Brown ♦ Louis Cohen ♦ Mary Ellen Epstein ♦ Slava Feldman ♦ Anna Gassel ♦  
Matilda Goodfriend ♦ Lillian Herrmann ♦ Harry L. Jaffe ♦ Jennie Coons Levitt ♦ Charles Manis ♦ Edwin E. Miller ♦ Jacob Pais ♦ 
Frances "Faigeh" Pfeffer ♦ Pearl Salky ♦ Isadore Shey ♦ Harry Sturm ♦ Jacob Victor 
 

December 21 
Frances P. Brody ♦ Barbara Dillon ♦ Gersh Dolgonos ♦ Esther Feldman ♦ James Friedman ♦ Abraham Garber ♦ Minnie Goldberger 
♦ Elise R. Guthman ♦ Lillie Haas ♦ Edith R. Hecht ♦ Irma Hill ♦ Emily Keisler ♦ Jack Misner ♦ Louis Pollock ♦ Charles R. Robinson ♦ 
William Rockmaker ♦ Benjamin Slate ♦ Lena Walowitz ♦ Harold Winston ♦ Allen Wolinsky ♦ Naftule Zauber 
 
 

December 28 
Lena Loveman Bloom ♦ Mandel "Mendy" Epstein ♦ Leah Freeman ♦ Florence Straus Gerson ♦ Luba Golburt ♦ Sigmund Green ♦  
Elise Goldberg Hyatt ♦ Risel Kronick ♦ Samuel Levy ♦ Ann Lieberman ♦ Abraham Markman ♦ Jacob Nechamkin ♦ Ted Pais ♦  
Sandy Parsons ♦ Samuel H. Robinson ♦ Bennie Salky ♦ Sam Salky ♦ Bessie Weinstein ♦ Ben R. Winick ♦ Lois Fox Wolpert 

23-30 Kislev 
Bonny Lyn Barsky ♦ Irene Binkley ♦ Ethel Deitch ♦ Bernard Diamond ♦ Liebel Goldstein ♦ Sadye Goldstein ♦ Matilda Goodfriend ♦ 
Belle Gotlieb ♦ Sigmund Green ♦ James Greenfield♦ Eugene Gross, Calvin Hahn ♦ Helaine Jacobs ♦ James Kutsubos ♦ Louis Levin ♦ 
Madelyn Millen ♦ Mitchell Robinson ♦ Sophie Rosenthal ♦ Joseph Shamitz ♦ Moe Slovis ♦ Gertrude Weiner♦ Harold Winston ♦  
Max Wolf 
 

7 Tevet 
Frances August ♦ Helen Billig ♦ George Busch ♦ Simon Deitch ♦ Ben Diftler ♦ Alvin Ellin ♦ Robert Geller ♦ Ida Glazer ♦ Louis Glazer 
♦ Idell Harris ♦ Minnie Kramer ♦ Joseph Krinsky ♦ David Mandell ♦ Elsie Meyerhoff ♦ Rose Mintz ♦ Samuel Mintz, Samuel Rosen ♦ 
Morris Schneider ♦ William Shaw ♦ Julius Siegel ♦ Bernard Simon ♦ Minnie Slovis ♦ Henry Sturm ♦ Virginia Waugh ♦  
Florence Woolf ♦ Benjamin Zwick 
 

14 Tevet 
Lazarus Abrams ♦ Bertha Bernstein ♦ Edna Cohen ♦ Gerson Corkland ♦ Taube Diftler ♦ Max Euster ♦ Samuel Forman ♦  
Dora Friedlob ♦ Hyman Gabler ♦ Abraham Garber ♦ Louie Herbin♦ Max Isaacs, Benjamin Joffe ♦ Julian Kalotkin ♦ Louis Levin ♦ 
Arthur Meyer ♦ Sam Milmot ♦ Lottie Mottsman ♦ Jeannette Nichols ♦ Herbert Ogle ♦ Esther Ohriner ♦ Isadore Rosenblatt ♦ 
Jacqueline Russler ♦ Sam Saroff ♦ Selma Vogel ♦ Norma Wolf 
 
21 Tevet 
Alice Abrams ♦ David Abramson ♦ Mark Balloff  ♦ Samuel Bebergal ♦ Joseph Bernstein ♦ Charles Brown ♦ Bernard Cohn ♦  
Nathan Deitch ♦ Leib Gabler ♦ Aaron Glazer ♦ Louis Gluck ♦ Channah Goldstein ♦ Terry Hahn ♦ Adrian Harris ♦ Israel Kauffman ♦ 
Maurice Lieberman ♦ Clarence Mann ♦ Manuel Marvet ♦ Fannie Moskowitz ♦ Leonard Rader ♦ Itzik Rosenthal ♦ Leon Saroff ♦ 
Abraham Schwartz ♦ Helen Shersky ♦ Melvin Shorr ♦ Stephen Sugarman ♦ Selma Tobe ♦ Gregory Waugh ♦ Stanley Webster  
♦ Jill Witten ♦ Mary Wolf 
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Hadassah’s HMO Luncheon 
 

 A Heartfelt THANK YOU to everyone who has contributed to making this year's HMO Luncheon a success.  With your support, 
our Knoxville Chapter of Hadassah is able to donate a meaningful gift to The Hadassah Medical Organization in Israel.  
 

Where does your donation go?   
 In Jerusalem, one of the world’s ancient cities, Hadassah Medical Organization (HMO) is a beacon of healing: an ultra-modern 
complex that rivals the finest hospitals and research facilities anywhere in the world. The most challenging cases are HMO’s strength. 
Our medical teams excel in finding innovative solutions to complex medical problems. Just as importantly, we are famous for never 
giving up on a patient before they absolutely must. We treat one million patients a year without regard to race, religion or nationali-
ty. In fact, HMO was nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize. 
 At Hadassah Medical Organization, a diverse community of healthcare professionals work side by side to deliver superlative pa-
tient care, and to carry out medical research that impacts people in every corner of the globe. HMO receives severely ill or injured 
patients whom other hospitals turn away because they lack the expertise to heal them. 
Hadassah has two remarkable hospitals—Hadassah Mount Scopus, a community hospital built in 1939, and Hadassah Ein Kerem, a 
tertiary care facility built in 1961. Hadassah Ein Kerem is home to the Charlotte R. Bloomberg Mother & Child Center and the new 
state-of-the-art inpatient facility, the Sarah Wetsman Davidson Hospital Tower, which was dedicated in 2012. The Hadassah-Hebrew 
University School of Medicine is also located in Jerusalem. 
 Visit the HMO website  for more information   http://www.hadassah.org/health-medicine-in-israel/hadassah-medical-
organization.html  
 Who to thank? Everyone who helped, donated, sponsored and worked to make this program a success. 
 Thank you to our sponsors.* This was a significant commitment, anywhere from $80 to $180 dollars.  
 * If you were a sponsor and your name is not listed it could be that we didn’t receive your name in time for the deadline for 
the December issue of the Ha’Kol. We will include additional donors in the January Ha’Kol.  
 

  
 Thank you to all who helped make this program come into being, Andrea Cone, Marian Jay, Laura Floyd, Harriet Glasman, 
Jenny Pfeffer and to all the wonderful Hadassah members who came to the luncheon and supported Hadassah. Thank you to 
Francie Foster and Lisa Jacobson who helped us secure our delicious venue. 
  
Sincerely, 
 Peggy Littmann and Andrea Cone, Co-Chairs HMO Luncheon.                                    
 

 Marilyn Abrams  
 Linda Anderson   
 Nancy Becker  

and Jeff Becker 
 Jean Begue  
 Barbara Bernstein  
 Bonnie and Van Boring   
 Judy Brietstein    
 Nancy Britcher   
 Robin Brown   
 Andrea Cone   
 Harriet Cooper 

 Trudy Dreyer 
 Mary Evars-Goan  

and John Goan, Jr. 
 Laura Floyd 
 Kathy Franzel  
 Kathy Goldstein   
 Janet Gurwitch   
 Shelley Hecht   
 Peggy Hedrick 
 Amy Hull   
 Jacki Imbrey  
 Barbara Isenberg  

 Ellen Kern    
 Dina Kramer    
 Mary Beth Leibowitz   
 Barb Levin    
 Peggy Littmann 
 Theresa Love 
 Ellen Markman  
 Mary Ann Merrell  
 Shuli Mesa 
 Anita Miller  
 Barbara Mintz  
 Rosalie Nagler  

 Deborah Oleshansky   
 Jenifer Ohriner    
 Sandy Parker   
 Jenny Pfeffer 
 Natalie Robinson 
 Kim and Stephen Rosen 
 Lesley and Bernie  

Rosenblatt  
 Marcia Shloush   
 Mary Linda Schwarzbart  
 Melissa Sturm    
 Jill Weinstein 
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HADASSAH 
LIFE 

MEMBERSHIPS 
 

The perfect gift for  
Chanukah 

High School and College 
Graduations 

Bridal Showers, Weddings 
and Anniversaries 

Bat and Bar Mitzvahs, 
Confirmations  

 Birthdays, Retirements or 
Promotions 

 
 

JOIN HADSSAH! 
 

$250 Life Member 
$36 Annual Member 
$250 Child Member  

(ages 0-17) 
Child life membership transfers to 
adult life membership at age 18.  

$250 Male Associate 
 

 

Have Hadassah  
membership  
questions?  

Contact Andrea Cone at 

sixconefarm@verizon.net  

Sign up to bring something yummy: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0949ABAF23A4FA7-hadassahs  
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7 WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUR HADASSAH DIRECTORY 
1.  When you see them, thank our advertisers for placing ads. 
2. Sell an ad or two. 
3. Not a fan of soliciting advertisers?  Give us the contact and we’ll reach 

out to them on your behalf. 
4. Remember your loved ones with a memorial listing. 
5. Submit your art work or photo for a chance at the 2019 directory cover. 
6. Volunteer to proofread. 
7. Meet the December 14 deadline for submissions. 

 

Reserve your ad space now.  Deadline extended to December 14, 2018 
 Ad sizes: 

 Full page $185, ½ page $115     
 1/3 page $100, ¼ page $85 
 Memorial/Yahrzeit ad: ½ page $75 or 1/3 page $50 
 Memorial Listings:  2 lines – 32 characters per line $25 
 Professional Listings:  Name, phone number, category $36 
 Professional listings are ½ price at $18 for advertisers with at least ¼ page ad contract 

 

Please direct questions or submit black and white JPEG or PDF ad copy and art work  
to Jill Weinstein jkweinstein5@gmail.com. 

Hadassah Large Certificates Program 
We gratefully acknowledge donations received: 
 

Contributions in Memory of Losses in Our Community:  
Marcie Silverstein, mother of Larry Silverstein, Debbie Silverstein, Mitchell (Susan) Silverstein, and Beverly (Wayne) Geller; 
grandmother of Zacharie Silverstein, Hannah and David Geller; sister of Rita (John) Ravin and Kay Skloff 

Associates of Mitchell Silverstein, J&J Associates: Dave Rogers, Patrick Wu, Randy Hirt, Mark Minich, Breck Whitter, Lila 
Chambers; Nancy & Jeffrey Becker; Kathryn & James Bennett; Ellen & Bill Berez; Bernard & Barbara Winick Bernstein; Lee 
Miller Blotner; Pessa Brody; Robin Brown; David Burnett; Marilyn Burnett; Nancy Burnett; Harriet Cooper; Joyce & Harold 
Diftler; John & Mary Evars-Goan; Alice & Walter Farkas; Frances & Neil Foster; Mark Goldstein; Philip Goldstine; Mark Harris; 
Alberta & Randall Hirt; Barbara Holz; Barbara Isenberg; Belva & Brendan Jennings; Kay & Larry Leibowitz; Ann & Scott 
Liberman; Nancy & Chuck Maland; Shelley & Marc Mangold; Carole & Robert Martin; Mary Ann & Bryan Merrell; Shuli & 
Gabriel Mesa; Anita & Jeffrey Miller; Missy and Chuck Noon; Rebecca & Reed Norwood; Evelyn & Steve Oberman; Marilyn 
Presser; Seth Ravin; Karen, Eli, Asher & Pace Robinson; Gilya Schmidt; Mary Linda Schwarzbart; Lisa & Gary Setser; Beth & 
David Shoemaker; Jane, David  and Matthew Silver; Larry, Debbie & Mitchell Silverstein and Beverly Geller; Kay Skloff; Nancy 
& Rick Zivi 

Jean Taylor Gudis, mother of Stephen Taylor Gudis (Beth Anne Musiker), and Patricia (Chesterfield) Gudis Smith  
Ellen & Bill Berez; Bernard & Barbara Winick Bernstein; Lee Miller Blotner; John & Mary Evars-Goan; Jacki & Richard Imbrey; 
Carole & Robert Martin; Karen, Eli, Asher & Pace Robinson 

Ida Jean Wadsworth; mother of Beau Wadsworth, Terry Flanery, and Jeannine Burkhart 
Ellen & Bill Berez; John & Mary Evars-Goan; Carole & Robert Martin; Lesley & Bernard Rosenblatt 

Carol Harris; wife of Mark Harris; mother of Alan (Mary Jo) Harris, Marcy (Robert) Chatham, and Kevin (Melissa) Harris; 
sister of Susan Beth Stern 

Nancy & Jeffrey Becker; Ellen & Bill Berez; Lee Miller Blotner; Bonnie & Van Boring; Judy & Abraham Brietstein; Pessa Brody; 
Marilyn Burnett; Arnold Cohen; John & Mary Evars-Goan; Janet Gurwitch; Joni & Steve Hirschhaut; Bobbie Horwitz; Jacki & 
Richard Imbrey; Barbara & Ron Isenberg; Marian Jay; Dina & Andrew Kramer; Kay & Larry Leibowitz; Sandra & Norman 
Licht; Peggy & Mark Littmann; Carole & Robert Martin; Mary Ann & Bryan Merrell; Anita & Jeffrey Miller; Evelyn & Steve 
Oberman; Jenifer & Evan Ohriner; Gilya Schmidt; Mary Linda Schwarzbart 
 

Participation in the Large Certificates Program is available to everyone, whether you are a Hadassah member or not.   
If you would like to receive e-mail notices when certificates are opened, or for more information, contact Mary Ann Merrell at 
hadassahcertificates@gmail.com. 
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Knoxville Chapter  
of Hadassah 

 

Executive Board 
 

Andrea Cone President 
    sixconefarm@verizon.net 
Jenny Pfeffer Treasurer 
    jennica37@hotmail.com 
Jean Begue  &  V.P. Programming 
Shuli Mesa  begue@hotmail.com/ 
    shulime@gmail.com 
Andrea Cone V.P. Membership 
    sixconefarm@verizon.net 
Revital Ganzi V.P. Education 
    revitalganzi@gmail.com 
Harriet Glasman  Recording Secretary 
     harrietglasman@gmail.com 
Mary Ann Merrell  Corresponding Secretary 
    mamerrell@yahoo.com 
Laura Floyd Advisor 
    floydfam@knology.net 
 

General Board 
Arrangements   Debra Ellis 
Book Club & JNF Program Peggy Littmann 
Bulletin/Ha’Kol    Harriet Glasman 
Condolence Cards  Barbara Isenberg 
Directory Bookkeeper Jenny Pfeffer 
Directory Chair   Jill Weinstein 
Directory Editor   Raeus Cannon 
Directory Specialty Pages Mary Evars- 
       Goan 
Greeting Cards   Marilyn Burnett 
Historian/Yearbook Nora & Elyse Messing 
HMO Luncheon   Peggy Littmann 
HUB Advisor   Bonnie Boring 
JNF Tree & Water Certificates    Joyce York 
Large Certificates  Mary Ann Merrell 
Layettes    Batya Boxt 
Leadership Development Mary Linda   
      Schwarzbart 
New Membership  Karen Ferency 
Parliamentarian   Marian Jay 
PRAZE     Harriet Coope 
Records Administrator Barbara Mintzr 
Social Chair     
Sunshine Correspondence     Barbara Isenberg 
Social Media     
Youth Aliyah   Mary Evars-  
      Goan 
 

www.knoxville.hadassah.org 

 
 

 
Hadassah Book Club News  
 

All Jewish women of the greater Knoxville area  
(and friends) are welcome to join us. 

 

 Hope to see everyone for our Tuesday, December 18 
Hadassah Book Club meeting. We meet in the evening at  
7:30 p.m., at Barnes and Noble Bookstore on Kingston Pike in 
the coffee shop area. This month, we’ll discuss The President is 
Missing by James Patterson and Bill Clinton. 
  
Next Books 

January 15:  A Spark of Life by Jodi Piccoult 
February 19: A Reunion of Ghosts by Judith Claire Mitchell 

Please contact Peggy Littmann at  
plittmann@comcast.net or (865) 776-1013 with questions. 

Buy Your Hadassah Greeting Cards Today 
 

My name is Marilyn Burnett and I am your Chairman for Hadassah 
Greeting Cards.  With your help, the sale of Greeting Cards can help our 
local chapter with their many endeavors. Pricing is 5 for $10.00 or $2.50 each. 

I can be reached at email:   
marilynhburnett@gmail.com; cell (865) 660-6914, and home (865) 922-

2626 
 
Marilyn Burnett 

When Hot Got Hotter…. 
By Shuli Mesa 
 

 Sugar and spice and everything nice, that’s 
what the Hadassah Chili Cook-Off was made of! 
After the annual Temple Beth El Sisterhood Mahj 
Jongg Tournament, once all the tiles had cleared, 
Hadassah had the privilege of hosting a Chili  
Cook-Off. Six chili contestants competed—each 
with their own unique brand of spice; Mary Evars-Goan, Floyd Family, Harriet  
Glasman, Rafi Sagiv, Anita Kay, and Elaine Levin. In order to ensure a fair and 
objective competition, each chili was assigned a number. Our judge, Chef Kim 
Ault, was sequestered to ensure a blind tasting. Her taste buds were put 
through quite a test as she thoroughly analyzed and decoded each chili, one by 
one, until she found our top three winners.  Congratulations to 1st-place Mary 
Evars-Goan; 2nd place Elaine Levin; and 3rd place Harriet Glasman. 

We also had many people bring in various treats; from salads and chips to 
cakes and fruit. Thank you to all of the women who helped with set up and 
break down, those that brought in goodies and chili, to our amazing judge Chef 
Kim Ault and an extra special thank you to Temple Beth El for housing this 
event and Andrea Cone for all of your assistance with this program.  
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KJDS….Rooted in Core Jewish Values 
 

Core Jewish Values are embedded in all parts of a KJDS 
experience. We explicitly model, teach and nurture care and 
respect for others. In our daily interactions, in our discus-
sions, in the way adults interact with students and with each 
other. We see our students living these core Jewish values all 
day every day. We see Abby, 3rd grader, find her Kindergar-
ten “Tefila buddy” each morning to give her a welcoming 
hug. We see Liam, 4th grader, stopping a game to explain the 
rules to new students so that they can join the play. We see 
Lia, 5th grader, introducing her Kindergarten friend to her 
special friend and welcoming him to join their friendship. We 
see Layna, 2nd grader, reminding the teachers to close the 
light in the kitchen to conserve energy. We see Gaia, 3rd 
grader, waiting her turn for a swing and then passing up her 
turn to offer the swing to a younger student who just ap-
proached the swings. We see Emily, first grader, welcoming 
special friends when they come and visit our school and 
helping them find their student friend. 

Another Jewish value we hold in high esteem at KJDS is 
joy and love of learning. It is important to us that our com-
munity, teachers and students, find joy and pleasure in their 
studies. Our exploratory curriculum piques students’ interest. 
By connecting their learning to the real world, they see the 
results of their study and experience the satisfaction of prob-
lem solving. When walking through our school we see stu-
dents smiling, hear students asking questions, and feel the joy 
that permeates the air. When we walk into the classrooms 
students are eager to share what they are studying and often 
bring in materials or artifacts from home that connect to their 
classroom discussions. 

Last, inspired by Jewish teachings we nurture our stu-
dents’ individual skills and gifts, and we then encourage them 
to share their gifts with others. An exercise in Fourth and 
Fifth Grades designed to identify learning styles and 
strengths led Ellie R. to read to other students during after-
care and Ellie W. to make birthday cards for teachers on be-
half of the student body. In the mornings you’ll find Cora 
helping other students find their place in the siddur during 
Tefillah and you’ll find Chanie sharing her Lulav and Etrog 
and helping her friends make a brocha. Daniel and Elhanan 
bring their shofar to school and blow it for their friends in the 
weeks leading up to Rosh Hashana. All of our students have 
the opportunity to use their talents to help the greater com-
munity with our STEAM into Service project. Students right 
now are working together to help fight hunger in our Knox-
ville community. 

We strongly believe that an education rooted in these core Jewish values will produce graduates who are kind, caring and 
contributing adults. 

Bottom:  A joy for learning is found throughout our school. Our 
teachers use multiple delivery methods to introduce material. Keep-
ing students’ interests up, keeps them engaged and eager to learn.   

Top: These boys all play together at recess, regardless of their grade. 
They teach the new students the rules and ask them to join the fun.   
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STEAM  
 

 STEAM Into Service may seem like 
a daunting class as it integrates learn-
ing across Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Art, and Math, and it includes 
a service component. There is a lot 
going on! But, it is not overwhelming 
for our students. It is authentic learn-
ing. Rarely are content areas used in 
isolation: scientists are writers, interi-
or designers use math every day, and 
engineers are artists. STEAM Into Ser-
vice helps students understand that 
content area subjects need to be used 
together to solve problems and com-
plete projects.  
 STEAM Into Service at KJDS is a 
course for all students, kindergarten 
through fifth grade. While all students 
are challenged at their appropriate 
levels, everyone focuses on learning 
processes for attacking problems, such 
as the engineering-design process and 
design thinking. This year, with a ser-
vice focus on fighting hunger, our old-
est students have formed a project 
management team to build a structure 
of cans at the convention center. They 
used the design thinking process to 
create a design that they feel embod-
ies beauty, inspires action, and high-
lights Judaism. As the project moves 
forward, they will tackle the challeng-
es of collaboration, organization, and 
project management. The older stu-
dents will also be working with kin-
dergarten and first grade students in 
training them as builders. KJDS’s 
youngest are already exploring the 
characteristics of strong structures 
through a series of building-based 
design challenges. The younger stu-
dents are very excited to help the old-
er students build something in a pub-
lic space! The structure of cans can be 
viewed at the convention center be-
ginning November 22nd. All of the cans 
used will be donated to Second Har-
vest Food Bank.  
 While KJDS’s oldest and youngest 
students focus on a structure that will 
bring attention to the local issue of 
hunger, students in 2nd and 3rd grades are exploring hunger more globally and through the lens of how innovation can help end 
hunger. Each student is researching a method for fighting hunger, such as Share the Meal App or Urban Farming. They will use a 
variety of formats, posters, videos, and talks, to share their knowledge with the school, increasing the KJDS community’s capacity 
to contribute to the fight against hunger.  
 The projects that students work through weekly in STEAM Into Service allow them to be immersed in real world problem 
solving. Using what they learn in authentic ways and in service to others is incredibly empowering for the students.  

Second and Third graders are researching various ways local communities work to end 
hunger.   

Fourth and Fifth Graders present their designs for the 'canstruction" project.  



36                                                                                          Knoxville Jewish Day School      December 2018 



Knoxville Jewish Day School      December 2018                                                                                          37 

KJDS Staff and Board 
 

Miriam Esther Wilhelm 
Head of School 

Louise Lindsay 
Innovation Coach 

Ann Ely 
Director of Operations 

Jenny Parker Wood 
Director of Admissions 

Brooke Haskins 
K-1st Grade Teacher  

Rebecca Blanchard 
2-3rd Grade Teacher  

Fran Julien 
4-5th Grade Teacher  

Revital Ganzi-Sagiv 
Hebrew Instruction Consultant 

Dana Maman 
Hebrew Teachers 

Rosina Guerra 
Drama Teacher 

 

Chris Quinn 
PE Coach 

 

Lev Gross Comstock 
Music Teacher 

 

Amy Broady 
Art Teacher 

 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Gloria Z. Greenfield, President 
Dr. Michael Zemel, Vice President 
Judith Rosenberg,  
 Immediate Past President 
Dr. Michael Zemel, Treasurer 
Dr. Jeff Becker, Secretary 
 

Nancy Becker, Bernard Bendriem,  
Odysseus Bostick, Judy Brietstein,  
David Hull, Anna Iroff-Bailey,  
Ellen Markman, Sandy Parker,  
Susan Silber, Tamara Sturm,  
Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm 

In Their Own Words…. 
Michael and Siri Zemel 
 

Sara’s graduation from KJDS last year was a bittersweet moment.  A joyful 
moment of celebration to be sure, knowing that the foundation of her education 
was now firmly established and rooted in excellence and poised for growth, but 
more about that in a moment.  Tinged with a hint of sadness, though, because it 
felt much like leaving an incredibly supportive family environment; Sara spent a 
good part of last year asking Miriam Esther to please add a sixth grade (and then a 
seventh and then an eighth!). As for us, we had no doubt of her academic prepar-
edness, but wondered about the transition from the nurturing KJDS environment 
to a new unknown.  Do the academic and social/emotional skills translate well to 
new environments and new challenges? 

I’m happy to re-
port that, in short, yes 
they do!  We settled 
on a middle school, 
went for an inter-
view, asked lots of 
questions and regis-
tered Sara, pending 
admissions test.  So, 
on to four hours of 
testing (fun way to 
begin Summer break, 
right?!).  Sara’s re-
sponse to the testing? 
Unruffled – “it was 
easy…”.  The next 
week I returned to 
review the results.  I 
was impressed, and 
so was the school; 
KJDS had provided 
extraordinary prepa-
ration, with all scores 
well beyond grade 
level and a few la-
beled “PHS” (which 
bothered me till I 
learned means post 
high school).  Like all 
parents, I think my 
child is bright, but 
these scores reflect more what she learned at KJDS and are truly a testament to 
the extraordinary broad and deep conceptual mastery that KJDS provided her.  
That has continued to be the case as she continues to tackle her work confidently 
and independently and meet the academic challenges of her new school. 

OK – so we can check the academic skills box; what about the social/
emotional box? We learned that she would be the only new student in her 6th 
grade class, as all of the others were together in 5th grade.  While it helps that her 
new school also provides a nurturing environment, that’s still a real challenge for 
an eleven-year old.  Well, we are now two months into her new school, and she is 
thriving.  Her teachers tell us, and we can see, that she meshes well with her class 
and fits in. She wears her Judaism proudly at school, and the other kids warmly 
accept it, even going out of their way to make sure that Sara has something ko-
sher to eat at parties and events.  While Sara loves visiting KJDS (and still wishes 
there was a KJDS Middle School!), KJDS has provided her with the self-confidence, 
social and leadership skills to thrive in any environment. 

Sara and her family feel strongly that her KJDS foundation 
prepared her well for middle school.  
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Serving seniors with extraordinary
non-medical	care	in	Knox,	Anderson	&	
Roane	County	since	1997.	Call	now	to	
see	how	we	can	help	your	loved	one.

Home Instead Senior Care is locally 
owned & operated by Amy L. Hull

Call to meet with someone
from our team today!
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Joshua Hedrick

CALL FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

NHC Place Assisted Living 
• Lovely Senior Community • Nursing Staff on duty 24/7

Monthly Rentals • Nursing, Delicious Meals, Housekeeping, 
Phones, Transportation & more included in rent.

Our Home is always open for you to
stop by and visit with us.
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www.nhcfarragut.com
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The Way We Were in the 1970s 
 

AJCC Cubs  
Basketball Team 

 

Left to right, Back row:  
Coaches Martin Abrams and 
Harold Silber 
 

Middle row:  Neil Krauss, Paige 
Brody, Wendy Russotto 
 

Front row: David Slovis, Daniel 
Messing, Jordan Shulman, 
Michelle Merlin 
 

Martin and Harold continue to live 
in Knoxville. Daniel Messing 
lives in Knoxville, as do Neil’s 
father Stephen Krauss, Paige’s 
parents Sondra and Buzz Brody, 
David’s aunt Marilyn Presser, 
and Michelle’s parents Anita and 
Al Merlin. Wendy’s parents 
Myrna and Irv Russotto just 
recently left Knoxville. 
 

Thank you to Myrna Russotto for 
the donation of this photograph. 

 
The Archives needs your photographs!  
Please send your photos of "The Way We Were" (identifying who, what, when, where) to 
archives@jewishknoxville.org, or contact the archivist at (865) 690-6343. 


