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Celebrating 5780

August 2020

9 Tamuz – 10 Av 5780

By Rabbi Alon C. Ferency

I

What a strange, wonderful, unique, and challenging year it’s been.
NSIDE THIS ISSUE
In this hard time, let’s remember our great joys last Fall and Winter!
Rabbi’s Remarks….…….......2
Lights & L’Chaim was another resounding success – thanks to Ken
Brown, his family and band, and the event chairs, Kim Hedrick and
Chairman’s Remarks..……...3
Frank Floyd. Shortly thereafter, we had a great celebration in the
Adult Education…….………..4
Synagogue of seven adults becoming B’nai Mitzvah – Great job, y’all!
Women’s League.………......4
Thanks to Nancy Becker, Shush Carson, Kathy Goodfriend, and Sarah
Milford for bringing back the amazing Alternative, now Library
Religious School News...…..5
Service; the Condensed Service was a lot of fun, too. Furthermore, Fridays’ Mindfulness
Practice created a new kind of Jewish experience – religion for introverts.
It was delightful to work with Hillel students on Shabbatot, and with their advisor Tara Bain and Judaic Studies director
Helene Sinnreich. I loved leading Shabbat parties with the AJCC Preschool again – thanks to Lev Gross Comstock and Kristen
Cannon. Thanks to KJDS and Miriam Esther Wilhelm for inviting me to serve as a substitute teacher during her family leave. I
think that educational opportunities at the synagogue have bloomed this year, with deep gratitude to Shuli Mesa and Abraham
Brietstein for founding the Sunday Synagogue University. Thanks to Serina Scott and all of our teachers whom we celebrated at
Shabbat Chinuch, and all of my students in Judaism 101, Beyond Dispute, and Asiyah: The World of Jewish Folklore. These
programs continued into the Covid era, and we brought back The Ethical Life.
So much had to change in the new Covid era. In addition to those new classes, we re-invented and re-invigorated our
worship online. Thanks to Jack Love, Raphe Panitz, and Mike Burnett for taking programs online. I was really proud of the
Knoxville Rabbis’ Community-Wide Seder, and grateful to my colleague Rabbi Mathew Marko for organizing our TikZoom
Shavuot with me, including amazing sessions from local teachers. We’re figuring out new ways to connect now – a phone tree,
YouTube, Insight Timer, and “drive-by” or porch visitations. Finally, one last point of gratitude: this year, we’ve had major gifts
from the Abrams families and The Diane & Guilford Glazer Philanthropies. We couldn’t have done it without you!

Meet Our Board Members

Kimberly (Kim) Hedrick

Born: Bristol, Tennessee
Raised: A little bit of everywhere. My dad was in the Navy for the
first 10 years of my life.
Lisa Jacobson
Years in Knoxville: 13
Born and Raised: Seminole, Oklahoma
Family: I am married to Josh and mother of Darcy (6). My mother
Years in Knoxville: 12
Family: Jeffrey Jacobson, husband; Nicole Haston, 33, daughter in and sister live in Knoxville My sister has a 2-year-old daughter.
Education: Law degree from the University of Louisville, BA in
Austin, Tx; Melanie Jacobson Vance, 25, daughter in Knoxville
Political Science from Transylvania University.
Education: BS in Accounting, Oklahoma State University; CPA,
Vocation: Attorney. I work in-house for U.S. Bank to review and
CGMA, CGFM, CFA
Vocation: Retired; previously CFO of 3 companies in defense con- negotiate corporate contracts associated with payments and acquisitions.
tracting and intelligence; Senior Executive Service at the
Volunteering: Mostly with Heska Amuna and Legal Aid of East
Government Accountability Office; Deloitte and Touche, Audit
Tennessee. I was the chair for Lights & L’Chaim in 2019.
Manager/Partner Candidate.
Favorite Activities: Spending time with my family, reading books,
Volunteering: Change Center Board of Directors/Treasurer;
Heska Amuna Women’s League President; KJDS Special Friend and and going to Barre classes.
Reason for Serving on Heska Amuna Board: Someone asked me
fundraising activities; Mentor for Tennessee Promise
to. I consider it a mitzvah to serve non-profits and the community
Favorite Activities: Learning something new; reading, movies,
horseback riding, spending time with my daughter at the barn with at large. It’s also been wonderful to connect with members of the
community I otherwise wouldn’t know, and I never would have
other horsy people
had the opportunity to work on Lights and L’Chaim otherwise.
Reason for Serving on Heska Amuna Board: Part of the duties
of HAWL president.

Continued from Jeff Becker’s column
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Chairman’s Thoughts
By Jeff Becker, Board of Trustees Chair
In these times when the coronavirus pandemic is still raging throughout the world and has not been squelched in the United
States, the response of Jewish Institutions to this unprecedented situation is notable. Conservative Judaism initiated a deep analysis of Halacha (Jewish law and jurisprudence, based on the Talmud) and its precedents in order to seek a resolution that respects
both the history and the intent of Jewish law. This follows Conservative Judaism’s constant efforts to balance “tradition and
change.”
According to Rabbi Gordon Tucker (retired as the senior rabbi of Temple Israel Center in White Plains, New York, and a
member of the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards of the Rabbinical Assembly): “Legal systems are always challenged by
the unprecedented and unexpected. Halachic history includes considerations of how to resolve the tensions that arise when the
law’s plain prescription may undermine its underlying intent. A relevant halachic principle — supported by great Talmudic figures— is that we cannot deduce what is acceptable under normal conditions from what is acceptable when normal actions are
impossible (“ein danin efshar mi-she-i-efshar”). But notice: This principle assumes that special rulings are called for when normal
actions are impossible.” Here comes the Pandemic!
According to Halachic principles agreed upon by Conservative Judaism, a minyan requires ten adults present together. But
during the Pandemic, such a gathering was not possible due to the danger of spreading the virus among the minyan. The
Conservative Movement’s Committee on Jewish Law and Standards (CJLS) of the Rabbinical Assembly (the Conservative Movement’s Rabbis) issued guidelines urging the following of recommendations by civil and medical authorities to close synagogue
buildings and ban gatherings. This ruling was based as well on the Jewish Principle of Pikuah nefesh, protecting human life, that
overrides almost every other Jewish value. The CJLS recommended that communities constitute a minyan with a live streaming
link. Mourners during Shivah were urged to extend special care via telephone calls and virtual visits to mourners.
I was extremely proud of the rapid response and adaptability of our Heska Amuna Community to Covid-19. The Board of
Trustees and the Safety and Security Committee (Chaired by Martha Iroff) met to determine how Heska Amuna would respond to
the pandemic and implemented these practices, based on considerations mentioned above, in a rapid and seamless manner:
1. The Heska Amuna building was closed with restrictions on visits by appointment only.
2. Shabbat Services were conducted using the ZOOM platform with 30 to 50 attendees each Shabbat. Services were led by
Rabbi Ferency and Shush Carson as Hazannit (Cantor).
3. An extensive offering by ZOOM of daily minyans (led by Michael Burnett and Rabbi Ferency), Talmud discussion (led by Jack
Love and Raphe Panitz), and Kabbalat Shabbat Service (led by Jack Love) were put together by Rabbi Ferency, our Adult Education Committee chaired by Abraham Brietstein, and the Rabbi and Religious Services Committee led by Markus Eisenbach.
4. Rabbi Ferency along with other rabbinical colleagues from across America put together an outstanding Shavuot program
attended through ZOOM by over 100 persons. Out of the 12 workshop leaders, six were Knoxvillians (Heska Amuna members
- Rabbi Ferency, Josh Gettinger, Heather Hirschfeld, and Raphe Panitz - Temple Beth El member Marilyn Kallet, and UT Professor Erin Darby).
5. A ZOOM Bar Mitzvah Shabbat Service was held for Josh Scott and it was attended by over 65 persons. Josh read from the Chumash for his Torah portion and chanted his Haftorah beautifully. His Bar Mitzvah speech was amazing!
6. The Chevra Kadisha adjusted to a changed protocol when dealing with the death of Bryan Merrell (z”l), a cherished member
of the congregation.
7. Shivah Minyanim for Bryan Merrell (z”l) were held in-person in the parking lot of Sherrill Hills, the residence of Judy Ratner,
Bryan’s mother-in-law, with members practicing social distancing as recommended during the Pandemic and with
participants on ZOOM. As many as 70 congregants, relatives, and friends attended the in-person and ZOOM versions of the
individual minyans.
We will all be very glad when the Pandemic subsides through establishment of an effective vaccine. In the meantime, I am
amazed at the agility of the Conservative movement and Heska Amuna Synagogue in particular to continue meaningful Jewish
traditions adapting to this remarkable period in our lifetimes.

Continued from Page 2

Marian Jay

Born and Raised: Bronx, New York
Years in Knoxville: 40
Current Family: Brother and Mother; Heska Amuna Congregants
Education: Graduated High School, Lynchburg, Virginia
Vocation: retired from Heska Amuna Synagogue
Volunteering: Parliamentarian, Knoxville Hadassah; Parliamentarian, Heska Amuna Women’s League; Board Member at Large,
Heska Amuna Synagogue; Committee work on KJA Archives

Favorite Activities: Spending time with friends and family,
Mahjong, computer word games, Scrabble, spectator sports, aqua
aerobics.
Reason for Serving on Heska Amuna Board: Strong sense of
giving back to community; leaving a legacy for the Knoxville
Jewish community children; help make the Knoxville Jewish community welcoming and work together with all Knoxville Jewish
organizations
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Adult Education at Heska Amuna
Abraham Brietstein, Chair
Committee Members: Peggy Littmann and Mary Linda Schwarzbart
This is the first year that Heska Amuna has had a separate Board position for adult education; in previous years there was a combined youth and adult education vice-chair. As a result, the number of educational
opportunities for adults has been significantly increased. Due to Covid-19, we have been spending much
more time at home.
This year, Heska Amuna jointly sponsored a highly successful and well attended Scholar-in-Residence
Brietstein
program with renowned Biblical scholar and Jewish art historian, Ori Soltes, in which he spoke at Heska Amuna,
Temple Beth El and the Knoxville Jewish Alliance. In addition, we have had wonderful programs each month, which have continued during the coronavirus, including Jewish Poetry by Marilyn Kallet, Tennessee Holocaust Survivors by Rob Heller, Who Shall
Live and Who Shall Die by Helene Sinnreich, A Musical Tour of the Passover Seder by Jack Love, The Science Behind the Coronavirus, Parts I and II, by Jeff Becker, Mira Kimmelman: Surviving the Nazis by Mark Littmann, Hasidic Stories also by Mark Littmann
and Know Your Biblical Archaeology by Erin Darby.
In addition, our new educational director, Shuli Mesa, has offered programs of interest to both teens and adults in a combined and innovative joint program on Sunday mornings for which she deserves much credit. Let’s also not forget that our Rabbi,
Alon Ferency, has continued to offer adult classes including Judaism 101, The Ethical Life and Beyond Dispute. And Peggy
Littmann continues to offer Beginner and Intermediate Hebrew, while Jack Love and Raphe Panitz have continued their Talmud
Study classes, all of which are being offered via Zoom.
All in all, I would have to say that this has been a successful year for adult education at Heska Amuna, and I am certain that
we will continue this success into the coming year, regardless of whether we meet in the Synagogue or in our own homes, via
Zoom. Let’s study and learn together!

Women’s League
By Rosalie Nagler and Anna Iroff-Bailey, Co-Presidents
Women’s League 2020: Honoring the Past,
Living in the Present, Preparing for the Future
Heska Amuna Women’s League is excited to be starting a
new term with the recent installation of our new Board and
Officers. Our vision for this term is “Honoring the Past, Living
in the Present, Preparing for the Future” and we are looking
forward to years of growth, change, and sisterhood.

we came from and use that momentum to carry us into
a new decade.

Living in the Present:
Please join us in welcoming our new Women’s League
Board! We have plenty of committee positions open; come join
us!
President – Anna Iroff-Bailey
Co-President/ Board Liaison – Rosalie Nagler
Honoring the Past:
Immediate Past President – Lisa Jacobson
We are grateful to our outgoing Board, especially our ImmeRecording Secretary – Cyndie Powell
diate Past President Lisa Jacobson, for their time and effort
Treasurer – Judie Watson and Andrea Cone
over the past two years. Some highlights include a series of
Communications – Rachael Byrne
performances from Jewish Women’s Theater including Not
Membership & Event – Shuli Mesa and Kathy Franzel
That Jewish, The Matzo Ball Diaries, and Inside Our Time. Our
Judaica Shop – Melissa Sturm
members also generously supported a tzedakah project to supProgramming:
port traveling asylum seekers who desperately needed food,
WL Shabbat – Barb Levin, Serina Scott, Heather Hirshfeld,
warm clothing, and other basic necessities. We supported the
Mary
Ann Merrell
Heska Amuna Religious School and Cemetery Committee with
Rosh Chodesh – Peggy Littmann
funds raised from our Yizkor Book and Parking Raffle fundraisEducation – Dahlia Smith
ers. We expanded our learning with a variety of programming
Torah Fund – Serina Scott
including the Jewish Life at Home programs, Unwrapping the
Parking Raffle – Barbara Mintz and Jenny Wood
Shroud learning series, Rosh Chodesh celebrations, holiday text
Yizkor Book – Peggy Littmann and Mary Ann Merrell
studies, Women’s League Shabbat speakers, webinars, and
more. It’s been a busy few years, and our organization is grate- Preparing for the Future
ful to those who have been at the forefront of leadership.
This is where we need YOU!! What do WE want Heska
Our chapter’s rich history extends much further back, and we
Amuna Women’s League to look like as we move forward?
have members who have been part of the community for decWhat programs, issues, and projects are interesting and
ades - since the last millennium actually! One of our goals as we valuable to you? How can we harness the strength, values,
start this new leadership term is to honor women who have
generosity, and love of our community of women in order to
made a significant impact on our community and can inspire
improve ourselves, strengthen our congregation, and help heal
the next generation of Jewish women and Jewish leaders in
our world? We look forward to hearing from you as we shape
Knoxville. As we evolve and grow, we want to remember where the future of our Heska Amuna Women’s League.
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Heska Amuna Religious School News

It Takes a Village

By Shuli Mesa, Education Director
We have all heard the phrase, “It takes a
village to raise a child.” Now multiply that by 26.
This last year, we were gifted a village in surplus.
Allow me a moment to thank each of them.
First and foremost, I’d like to thank our
teachers-they are the leaders of this journey:
Jeannie Bobroff, Andrea Cone, Martha Iroff,
Vanessa Rodriguez, and Lev Smolianski. Their endless patience,
open hearts, and complete flexibility during the COVID-19 pandemic is a true testament to their dedication to our students.
Next, our madrichim-the herders that kept everyone on the
right path: Celia Adlin, Hallie Boring, Thomas Scott, and Sonny
Smith. These four worked hard to ensure that students never
roamed the halls alone, that there were always extra hands in the
classroom, and sometimes extra hugs when needed. We are
thrilled to bring the madrichim program back to HARS. We extend
an extra Congratulations to Celia and Thomas, our high school
graduates.
Thank you to Marian Bayer, our volunteer extraordinaire, who
brought art to life weekly and amazed us with her infinite creativity. Lev Comstock helped usher in beautiful music and energy. Rabbi Alon Ferency led our morning tefillah and had one on one time
with our Wednesday students. Peggy Littmann volunteered as our
Hebrew literacy and proficiency teacher. Mary Ann Merrell, while
having many roles in HARS, focused on prayer, Torah, and the accompanying choreography on Wednesdays and Rachel Milford
joined us in our Tu B’Shevat special trash art project. Thank you for
all of your hard work and dedication.
Thank you to the Education Committee-our governing body.
Having sat on this committee for the last 13 years under previous
directors, I thought to take full advantage of their knowledge, guidance, and friendship. I came to them not only with reports of what I
was doing but used them as a sounding board. I sought their
direction. While I confess that I am horribly biased, this has been
one of the more diverse, educated, and open-minded education
committees that I have engaged with.
Having two previous Education Directors, Nancy Becker and
Betty Golub, on the committee was an enormous comfort and I
took full advantage in seeking their wisdom. Having the immediate
past president of the shul, Mary Ann Merrell, was a support in understanding the shul as a whole, among other things. But she was
not the only president, for we also had Lisa Jacobson, the Women’s
League president, on our committee. Lisa and Mary Ann spearheaded the Mishloach Manot fundraiser—those of you who
participated know of the time, dedication, and love of our
community that propelled these two women.
And what committee would be remiss without our superb parent members: Laura Floyd, Adam Rowe, and Jenny Wood. I turned
to them frequently this year for updates of their childrenspecifically in regards to the newly established Heska Hebrew
High. I was constantly checking for student satisfaction. These
three were always honest and upfront and assisted in any way they
could.
An extra thank you goes to Serina Scott, our Youth Education
Chair, and the head of the committee I just mentioned. As it was the
first year for each of us, we were not sure what to expect. I was
worried that our friendship would take on a new tone, a formal
one, but I can tell you that if anything it has strengthened. While
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her role has been as a chair, it evolved into so much more and
through it all she has been open, honest, nonjudgmental, and truly
kind-one of the kindest people I have ever met. There was never a
need to schedule a weekly call because we speak so frequently,
plus emails. She has been a sounding board, a planner, a financial
savant, a mediator, a chef. Really the list is endless.
This year many parents stepped into new roles. Thank you to
Josh Hedrick, Serina Scott, Adam Rowe, and Rachel and Chris
Byrne for helping with our quarterly shuk. The shuk had a banner
year with all its trinkets and they were there to help price, set up,
cash out, and break down. Rachel was also the designer of the
HARS logo. She did an incredible job of bringing in some warmth,
love, and Judaism to her design.
I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge the budding Adult
Education Committee under its Chair Abraham Brietstein.
Education of adults and youths merged in what is now lovingly
called SSU - Sunday Synagogue University. A very special thank you
goes to our teachers of our very first year. These individuals created topics appealing to all ages and delivered them in engaging
ways with vibrant enthusiasm: Larry Bayer, Dr. Jeff Becker,
Rabbi Alon Ferency, Mike Glasman, Mary Ann Merrell, Adam Rowe,
and Dr. Miriam Weinstein .
I would also like to thank Marilyn Burnett and Pat Rosenberg
for their exquisite monthly brunch at Sid’s Cafe. We were spoiled
with French toast, cheeses, pastries, fruit and even a barista on
occasion. Parents, congregants, and friends all had an opportunity
to mingle in the most delicious of ways.
Thank you goes to Anna Iroff-Bailey in leading B’Yachad. This
was the blueprint for Sharing the Dream, a program open to the
entire community that rotates in location. It was wonderful to see
these little ones at HA, and we cannot wait to see how this program
continues to evolve.
On a personal note, I would like to thank my co-workers:
Rabbi Alon Ferency, Beverly Wilcox, and Carol Ickowitz. Spending
the last 14 years as a stay at home mother (SAHM), I jumped into
the world of professional employment like an eager puppy. Oddly
enough, as a SAHM, Excel spreadsheets, budgets, and articles were
a scary thought but not too tough to learn with a little help. Sometimes new ideas flooded me, waiting to be brought to life. Beverly
is the business office goddess---her endless knowledge and understanding of everything and I mean everything, was such a huge
help. She is the copier whisperer. Carol was a gift in her willingness
to share ideas and lend a hand. Rabbi Ferency braved the new
world I continually threw him in. First, we mapped out morning
tefillah together. Then, I forced him to join me in our singing
celebrations. He Zum-golly-gollied until he was blue in the face. We
expanded the spirituality of Wednesday classes by having a
20-minute student rotation where Rabbi and the students could
connect. Sometimes these sessions turned into counseling while
others were all out jam sessions. We wanted the students to feel
comfortable with the Rabbi while ensuring their mental health was
cared for.
Lastly, thank you to all our HARS parents and students. It has
been an honor getting to know all of you and join you in celebrations, holidays, and educational growth.
As you can clearly see, there were many hands in the success
of this year. I am grateful for everyone mentioned and to the Jewish
community. I found new friends, ventured into new worlds, and
helped create something beautiful. B’emet Todah!
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Contributions by Caring People
Donations received through June 22, 2020

General Fund
In loving memory of Bryan Merrell
Judith & Jack Benhayon
Gilya Schmidt
Carole & Robert Martin
In memory of Arnold Schwarzbart
Joyce & David Beerman
In honor of Ken & Susan Brown’s
new grandson & of Rachel Brown’s marriage
Nancy & Jeffrey Becker
Cemetery Fund
Heska Amuna Women’s League
In memory of Bryan Merrell
Joyce & Harold Diftler
In memory of Sol Leeds
Joanie & Gary Leeds
In memory of Nathan Robinson
Joyce & Harold Diftler
Chevra Kadisha
The Family of Bryan Merrell
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Kim & Josh Hedrick
Mary Ann Merrell
In honor of Kim & Tori Ault
Jenifer & Evan Ohriner
Judith & Jack Benhayon
Nancy & Jeffrey Becker
Rick Brown
Linda Kutsubos
The Di Salvo Family
In honor of Robert & Becky Benhayon Attenweiler on the birth of their son Ziggy
Isaac Attenweiler
Judith & Jack Benhayon
In memory of Shirley Cohen, Murray Beber, & Beatrice Beber
Sandy Parker & Steven Beber
Becker Education Enrichment Fund
In honor of the wedding of Melanie Jacobson to Scott Vance
Nancy & Jeffrey Becker

Defenders of the Faith Fund
In honor of Mary Ann Merrell
Michael Burnett
In appreciation of Michael Burnett & Josh
Gettinger
The Merrell Family & Judith Rattner
Israel & Gertrude Glazer
Cohen Fund
In memory of Bryan Merrell,
Robert “Buzz” Brody, & Linda K. Cohen
Arnold Cohen
Yahrzeit
In memory of Joseph Weinbren
& Joseph Green
Anita & Jeffery Miller
In memory of Harriett Zalkin
Robin Zalkin Brown
In memory of Albert Eisenstadt
Mary Beth Leibowitz &
Michael Eisenstadt
In memory of David Bendriem
Bernard Bendriem
In memory of Claude Schulhof
Bernard Bendriem
In memory of Homer Kramer
Genevieve Kramer
In memory of Robert Sabler,
Frances Sabler, & Mel Nagler
Rosalie & Stephen Nagler
In memory of Louis Edelman
Wendy Good
In memory of Paul Cawn &
Samuel Grusin
Mary Ann Merrell
In memory of Fannie Russler
& Sarah Gershek
Nicole Russler
In memory of George Adlin
Rich Adlin
In memory of Joseph Russler
& Nathan Quadow
Nicole Russler
In memory of Bernard Iroff
& Victor Hanan
Stella Iroff

High Holidays in Interesting Times

Rabbi Alon C. Ferency
rabbi.ferency@heskaamuna.org
Chair of the Board
Jeff Becker
hachair@heskaamuna.org
President
Markus Eisenbach
hapresident@heskaamuna.org
Education Director
Shuli Mesa
education@heskaamuna.org
Operations & Administration Director
Beverly Wilcox
admin@heskaamuna.org

Kitchen Director
Kimberly Ault
kitchendirector@heskaamuna.org
Women’s League Co-Presidents
Anna Iroff-Bailey & Rosalie Nagler
WomensLeague@heskaamuna.org
Heska Amuna Synagogue
info@heskaamuna.org

Permanent Schedule

Friday Night Services..................…...Varies
Saturday Morning Service….......9:30 a.m.
Sunday Minyan.................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Minyan........................6:30 p.m.
Mon. & Thurs. Minyanim…….….7:00 a.m.
Minyanim for members
can be arranged by contacting the
President one week before.

By Markus Eisenbach, President
Rosh Hashanah this year will begin on the evening of September 18 and Yom Kippur
will begin with Kol Nidrei on September 27. Please be assured that we will provide
opportunities to celebrate the holidays with us. While we will not be able to welcome
you in person into our physical sanctuary at Heska Amuna, we will bring the synagogue
to you. The Board and the R&RS committee have a task force to set up technology to
stream services from the sanctuary to our website – no need to log into a Zoom account
or to install additional software. We are working on providing you the High Holiday
experience at Heska Amuna that is as complete as these interesting times allow, while
adapting our liturgy to the requirements of a streamed service. We are looking forward
to celebrating Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur with everyone while protecting the
health of our community. Please look for further information and a schedule of our
services in the next issue of Ha’Kol, on the Heska Amuna website, and in further communication from the synagogue.

For a list of Heska Amuna’s
services, events, and information,
please visit

www.heskaamuna.org
(865) 522-0701

Heska Amuna Synagogue
is an affiliate of The United Synagogue
of Conservative Judaism.
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Because of possible coronavirus –related postponements & cancellations, please double check
any activity listed within this issue of the Ha’Kol to ensure the event is still occurring.

Au g u s t 2 0 2 0
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
9:22p
10a Shabbat Service-HA
11a-6p AJCC Pool
6p Havdalah Service-TBE

2

3

4

5 Tu B’Av

6

11a Beyond Dispute- HA
11a-6p AJCC Pool

3:30p Mincha &
Torah chat-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool

1p Torah Live with
Rabbi Boxt-TBE
4-6p AJCC Pool
7p Healing Service
hosted by Rabbi Boxt &
Steve Lewis-TBE
8-8:30p Mincha-HA

9:30-10:30a Shacharit
service & Torah chat-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool
6:30p Minyan service,
Daf Talmud chat-HA

2-3p Mincha-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool

7

8

9:14p
8:30-10a Shacharit &
10a Shabbat Service-HA
The Ethical Life-HA
11a-6p AJCC Pool
Noon Mindfulness Practice-HA 6p Havdalah Service-TBE
4-6p AJCC Pool
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-HA
7p Shabbat Service-TBE

9

10

11

12

13

14

11a Beyond Dispute- HA
11a-6p AJCC Pool

3:30p Mincha &
Torah chat-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool

1p Torah Live with
Rabbi Boxt-TBE
4-6p AJCC Pool
8-8:30p Mincha-HA

9:30-10:30a Shacharit
service & Torah chat-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool
6:30p Minyan service,
Daf Talmud chat-HA

2-3p Mincha-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool

9:05p
8:30-10a Shacharit &
10a Shabbat Service-HA
The Ethical Life-HA
11a-6p AJCC Pool
Noon Mindfulness Practice-HA 6p Havdalah Service-TBE
4-6p AJCC Pool
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-HA
7p Shabbat Service-TBE

16

17

18

19

20

21

9:30a 1st day Religious
School-TBE
11a Beyond Dispute- HA
11a-6p AJCC Pool

3:30p Mincha &
Torah chat-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool

1p Torah Live with
Rabbi Boxt-TBE
4-6p AJCC Pool
7p Healing Service
hosted by Rabbi Boxt &
Steve Lewis-TBE
8-8:30p Mincha-HA

9:30-10:30a Shacharit
service & Torah chat-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool
6:30p Minyan service,
Daf Talmud chat-HA

2-3p Mincha-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool

8:56p
8:30-10a Shacharit &
10a Shabbat Service-HA
The Ethical Life-HA
11a-6p AJCC Pool
Noon Mindfulness Practice-HA 6p Havdalah Service-TBE
4-6p AJCC Pool
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-HA
7p Shabbat Service-TBE

23

24

25

26

27

28

9:30a Religious Sch-TBE
11a Beyond Dispute- HA
11a-6p AJCC Pool

3:30p Mincha &
Torah chat-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool

1p Torah Live with
Rabbi Boxt-TBE
4-6p AJCC Pool
8-8:30p Mincha-HA

9:30-10:30a Shacharit
service & Torah chat-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool
4:30p 1st day of Mid-Week
Hebrew-TBE
6:30p Minyan service,
Daf Talmud chat-HA

2-3p Mincha-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool

30

31

8:16p

15
8:08p

22
7:59p

29
7:50p

8:30-10a Shacharit &
The Ethical Life-HA
Noon Mindfulness Practice-HA
4-6p AJCC Pool
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-HA
6p Shabbat Service-TBE

8:46p
10a Shabbat Service-HA
10:30a Jake Goldberg bar
mitzvah-TBE (Zoom)
11a-6p AJCC Pool
6p Havdalah Service-TBE

9:30a Morning Minyan-HA
3:30p Mincha &
9:30a Religious Sch-TBE
Torah chat-HA
10a Adule Ed w/ Rabbi Boxt- 4-6p AJCC Pool
TBE
11a Beyond Dispute- HA

AJCC POOL HOURS*
Monday—Friday — 4-6 p.m.
Saturday — 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday — 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Days and hours subject to public health

directives and weather.

AJCC Pool open through September 13.
For membership information,
please contact the KJA Office at
office@jewishknoxville.org

or (865) 690-6343
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Suzy Snoops
Ha’Kol welcomes your good news. Please send
information to jyork@jewishknoxville.org
You can also mail your news to
Ha’Kol newsletter, Knoxville Jewish Alliance,
6800 Deane Hill Drive Knoxville TN 37919.

Stella Iroff took on the task of organizing, alphabetizing, and creating a reference section for the Morning Pointe of Knoxville library.

 Mendel Wilhelm, son of
Rabbi Yossi and Miriam
Esther Wilhelm, graduated
(virtually) from Cheder
Lubavitch in Chicago. In
addition to his general
studies of math, English,
science and history, Mendel studied Talmud, Chumash, Chassidic Teachings
Mendel Wilhelm
and Jewish Law. Mendel
will continue his studies at
Yeshivas Ohr Eliyahu - Lubavitch Mesivta of Chicago.
The Yeshiva is
renowned as a
vibrant boarding
school, filled with
joy and rooted in
Chassidic values.
 Mazel tov. Abram
and Madeline
Hanford, son and
daughter in law of
Shelley and Marc
Mangold, and Dayton and Jane HanAbram and Madeline
ford, welcomed
Hanford, with Max
their first baby:
Maxwell Eugene
Hanford on June 2.
 Welcome Back!
Cody Hanford,
Shelley Mangold’s
other son, moved
from their longtime Joshua Tree,
California home
back to the
Knoxville area with
his wife Mizuki,
daughter July, 7
Cody, Mizuki, July, and
years old and Dylan
Dylan Hanford before their
almost
return to Knoxville.
4 years old.
 Stephen Rosen has
been named to the East Tennessee Foundation Board.
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Friends, Romans, Countrymen
An essay written by Rabbi Alon C Ferency
Prior to the 20th century, the greatest horrors in Jewish history were perpetrated by the Romans. As presented in the Talmud and other sources, these murderers brought advantage, technology and art to their citizens, and misery to their subjects.
With ruthless brutality, Rome choked the breath of liberty out of Judea, asphyxiating the Jewish population there in the 1st century, and grinding our Jewish ancestors under their centurions’ boots.
Still, I was shocked years ago when Knoxville Pastor Chris Battle said that his congregants at Tabernacle Baptist Church on
Martin Luther King Avenue know Romans every day: the very forces of law and order on their streets. Their experience is the
inexorable legacy of viewing some humans as a subject people to be ruthlessly oppressed, as animals to be put back in a cage, as
another Black friend said. We are living the inevitable outcome of Langston Hughes' “dream deferred,” which like any other contents under sufficient pressure “explode.”
The callous murder of George Floyd, like that of so many thousands who preceded him, is a call of reckoning. In the words of
an Black business-person, “The ‘knee on the neck’ is a metaphor for how the system so cavalierly holds black folks down, ignoring
the cries for help.” We can no longer remain numb to the plain fact that the American dream has rarely matched American reality,
except for a privileged few, and has often been a figment for so many others.
Ours is a fragile union; a fractured union; and, a fragmented union. America is not yet truly and fully democratic, equal, or
meritocratic, except by name. Nor have we realized Leviticus’ command for “One law" for all. Rather, ours is a system based on
some quota of brutality. Ours is an edifice founded on unavenged tears.
And still, I know it’s not too late for our “strangled nation.” Despite our current slide toward deeper oppression, I have hope
and faith that we can make our nation “a more perfect union” in my lifetime. As President Barack Obama said, “If we want our
children to grow up in a nation that lives up to its highest ideals, we can and must be better… to work together to create a ‘new
normal’ in which the legacy of bigotry and unequal treatment no longer infects our institutions or our hearts.” This will be a hard
process of awkward conversations, profound private and public education, and continual activism with regular voting. Will you
engage with me at this critical moment? Are we prepared to listen empathically and so be changed by others' pain?
We stand at a crossroad in American democracy. Will we redeem its promise? Do we “declare freedom to the oppressed” as
Leviticus and Isaiah demand? My friends, today we face a stark choice as our nation edges toward tyranny: Are we Romans, or
countrymen?

Former TVA
Chair Dies

Within the uncertainty that accompanies you these
days, we thought how we can send you a message of
love and support. 2Gether we stand with the challenges
of the hour. Always.
Yours,
Hadera-Eiron Israel SC and the Partnership staff

S. David Freeman,
a former TBE member,
passed away May 12 at
age 94. He was an American engineer,
attorney, and author who had key roles in
American energy policy. After working
with the Tennessee Valley Authority, first
as an engineer and later as an attorney, he
was selected to sit on energy committees
by Lyndon Johnson in 1967. He then
worked with the United States Environmental Protection Agency, before returning to the TVA as chairman.
After finishing his term, Freeman
headed several public utilities companies,
most notably the New York Power
Authority and the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power.
(Biographical info from Wikipedia)

Out of an abundance of caution, we recommend you double check any community event or religious service
to ensure it has not been canceled.

Knoxville Jewish Alliance

Ha’Kol
Ha’
Kol

Dear KJA Members and Friends
By Chi Rayman, KJA President
This year has been tough for everyone. It has been especially disheartening for me.
The Knoxville Jewish Alliance had one of the best years in a long time in 2019. Then the
coronavirus swept our country.
 LAST YEAR we had the most campers and swimmers in years.
 We had the largest preschool enrollment ever.
 For the first time in years, we ended the year with a large surplus.
 We almost made our Annual Campaign goal.
 We hosted the best attended Yom HaShoah remembrance in years at the AJCC.
 We dedicated a greatly enhanced playground and memorial to Logan Brown
thanks to the Adam Brown family and those who purchased bricks,
raising $90,000 plus.
 In 2020, we continued to upgrade the AJCC facilities with a renovated
women’s restroom, new LED lighting, painting, expanding classrooms,
improving offices, and recently, extensive pool renovations, all with great
help from our KJA President-Elect Bryan Goldberg, who will provide
renewed leadership.
 We expanded our Preschool at the AJCC twice and now offer
infant care for the first time.

August 2020
KJA Ha’Kol
President’s Remarks….......10-11
AJCC Pool News……..…….....12
MCDC & Pool Fun………….....12
Preschool at AJCC...….……....13
Hillel @ UTK Update..………...14

THIS YEAR….We have no swim team. No Knoshville. Lauren Javors had
organized our first KJA Pacesetters event in three years. Cancelled.
We have a limited camp and swimming season with all kinds of protective
measures. If it had not been for Dr. Mark Littmann and Zoom, we couldn’t
have hosted a Yom HaShoah observance. We will certainly lose money on
camp this year when we normally make money, but the KJA board felt it was
important to continue to offer services and provide continuity by having a
camp and opening the pool. We laid-off most of our staff, but since have
recalled most. The AJCC has been closed.
It has really deflated me. We had so much momentum going into this
year. But WE ARE GOING TO MAKE IT if we can have a full preschool and the
virus doesn’t raise its ugly head this fall.
 We have a lengthy preschool waiting list. Our staff has done an
outstanding job.
 Kristen Cannon, our Preschool director, obtained a $103,000 grant from
the Tennessee Department of Human Services Emergency Recovery Grant for Loss of Income to offset some of our lost
revenue. She is applying for an additional grant to cover operational expenses.
 KJA acquired a $145,000 loan from First Horizon Bank under the Payroll Protection Program, some of which
will be forgiven.
 We created a ½ page message of solidarity and connection with the African American community that we ran in the
Knoxville News Sentinel. For that effort, we received a $5,000 grant from the East Tennessee Foundation for our
Knoxville Against Hate program from their Hope in Action Fund.
 Tara Bain, our Hillel at UTK director, will receive a $5,000 grant from the Nashville Jewish Federation and Foundation.
 Sarah May obtained an $8,000 grant from the Grinspoon Foundation for PJ Library this past year.

Continued on page 11
6800 Deane Hill Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  865.690.6343  www.jewishknoxville.org
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Continued from Page 10
 The community was awarded a $100,000 security grant from the Tennessee Department of Homeland Security.
The KJA has been marshaling this shared grant through the system along with
our grant writer.
 We are concluding a Master Plan for our campus. Helene Sinnreich and helpers have a community garden sprouting. as part of our Share the Dream
Vision on the AJCC campus. Brian DeBolt, Sarah Price, Jonathan Branton, Kristen and our teachers created a camp that was a colorful, exciting place with
lots of activities. We purchased a huge, outdoor water slide and an indoor
GaGa pit. Parents whose children attended other camps or day cares say our
virus protocols are head and shoulders above the rest. I was amazed at how
the kids are wearing their masks. Stephen Rosen has said we have one of the
best pools in Knoxville. We do. We repaired our skimmers (one was working).
Martha Iroff helped us buy 16 diving blocks at auction for $97 from UT (they
have the Power T in orange on them.). We installed six and will sell some of
the extras and probably make our $97 back. Thanks to Jonathan and Ed, we got
some pool rental income and our soccer fields earlier in the year. Martha also
reorganized and straightened up
our stage storage area.
No, you can’t borrow her!
 The Knoxville Jewish Day
School will join us in the future.
 We initiated a Knoxville Against
Hate campaign with a billboard
on I40 in conjunction with
LAMAR Advertising that also
earned a $1,000 grant from the
East Tennessee Foundation.
 We will erect an historical
marker downtown next to the
East Tennessee History building,
honoring Master Sgt. Roddie
Edmonds, a Righteous Among
the Nations, who saved
200 Jewish prisoners of war.
 Laura Berry has been administering our Preschool Staff Relief
Fund and directing our Jewish
Family Services.
 Joyce York keeps us all informed.
 Ed Hunter has been Ed Hunter, working long, long hours, working his butt off,
handling inquiries, complaints, refunds, personnel issues, accounting and facilities.
Martha, our Vice President of Children and Youth, refers to them all as “our fantastic staff.”
My tenure started with the Vigil to commemorate the Tree of Life Synagogue murders. It is ending with a Virus. At one point I thought I was presiding over the demise
of the Arnstein Jewish Community Center after it being an anchor in our community
for over 70 Years. I have been criticized and complimented. My most cherished compliment is, “I have faith in both your business judgment and heart for people. That
keeps me going.

Help us keep this vital institution alive
Under The Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), taxpayers who don't itemize may
now deduct up to $300 per year in charitable contributions. Please consider making a pledge or donation to
support our work. Whether you visit our building or support our social justice initiatives, our Jewish community is
stronger together. Please donate today. Learn more at www.jewishknoxville.org/donate.
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Summer Time at the AJCC
Enjoying pool time, summer day camp, with arts and crafts, dodgeball, swimming lessons, and lots of fresh air and play
time. Volunteers also watered and weeded a community garden located on the AJCC grounds.
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Support Your Community by Supporting Ha’Kol
Send High Holy Days Greetings to Your Family & Friends!
Deadline: Friday, August 6
Your purchase of a 2020 High Holy Days greeting supports
our community’s Ha’Kol community newsletter, enabling us
to share news and events of EIGHT area Jewish organizations
with almost 1,300 families within our East Tennessee
community.
Act today and wish your family and friends a warm,
caring High Holy Days message. Don’t want to publish a
greeting? Then make a contribution to help cover Ha’Kol’s annual
production and mailing costs.

C ATEGORY

M AXIMUM #

Small: 1 column x 1”
Medium: 2 column x 1”
Large: 2 column x 2”
Jumbo: 2 column x 3”

OF WORDS

15-20
25-30
35-40
40-45

C OST
$40
$50
$60
$80

Visit www.jewishknoxville.org to download a PDF form or
email jyork@jewishknoxville.org
to have a form emailed to you.

DONATE TODAY
Online

www.jewishknoxville.org

Mail a check

Make payable to KJA to
KJA, 6800 Deane Hill Dr.,
Knoxville, TN 37919

Call

Your pledge or credit card
info for a donation to
(865) 690-6343.
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KJA Contributions
Received by July 9, 2020
Greater Knoxville
Jewish Men’s Club
In memory of Bryan Merrell
Eric Patterson
Robin Brown
Renee’ Hyatt
Pat Rosenberg
Gina DiSalvo and Jeffrey Tinley
Christina Walker

JFS Emergency Fund
In honor of Laura Berry’s work
Ted and Wendy Besmann
Preschool Relief Fund
Richard and Jacki Imbrey
Milton Collins Day Camp
Joshua and Kimberly Hedrick

KJA General Fund
In memory of Joan Sitver
Stephen and Kim Rosen

Volume 12, Issue 7, August 2020
Published 11 times per year by the
Knoxville Jewish Alliance, Inc.
6800 Deane Hill Drive
Knoxville, TN 37919-5943

Chip Rayman

KJA Officers

President
& Interim VP
Campaign
Debbie Abrams-Cohen
Secretary
Bernard Bendriem
Treasurer
Adam Brown
Immediate
Past President
Wes Johnson
VP Administration
Martha Iroff
VP Children & Youth
Vacant
VP Education/Culture
Bryan Goldberg
VP Jewish Community
Services &
President-Elect
Sarah Frankel
VP Public Relations

Knoxville Against Hate
Harrison Wendland
East Tennessee Foundation

Committee board members

An Easy Way for You
to Support Your
Jewish Community Center
Thanks to the Kroger Community Rewards program,
you can support the AJCC Preschool while you shop!
Register your Kroger Plus card in the program, then chose
AJCC Preschool as your organization and it will receive a
portion of the program's annual community donations.

FOLLOW THESE

EASY STEPS:

1) Sign into your digital account.
2) Search for your organization here.
3) Enter the AJCC Preschool or 41474
as the organization you wish to support.
4) Select AJCC Preschool from the list
and click “Save.”

This is a terrific way to help the AJCC Preschool,
even you don’t have children here.

Jill Weinstein...........................…Allocations
Bernard Bendriem...........…….......…Budget
Stephanie Kodish……..Long-Range Planning
Melissa Feinbaum.........................Personnel
Raphe Panitz.............................Cultural Arts
Renee’ Hyatt…..................Israel Partnership
Jenifer Ohriner.........Jewish Family Services
Helene Sinnreich……...………..Hillel at UTK
Vacant………….…..........Community Relations
Lee Werthiem…......…......……......Missions
Jean Begue…................….........Publications
Jonathan Branton….............................Camp
Lev Comstock…........................Membership
Mary A. Merrell/Michael Burnett….Archives

Community Board Members

Jeff Becker.....................Chair, Heska Amuna
Kathy Young.........President, Temple Beth El
Andrea Cone..................President, Hadassah
Stephen Rosen……...............President, KJCFF
Michael Zemel……..................President, KJDS
Hilary Shreter.......................President, JCOR
Steve Beber…...........................Chair, Chabad

Board Members at-Large
Brad Holtz, Rachel Milford,
Britt Sturm, Michael Zemel

Ha’Kol Publication Staff

Joyce York, Editor and Graphic Designer
Chip Rayman, Publisher

Shalom Y’all!

August 2020

9 Tamuz – 10 Av 5780

By Rabbi Erin Boxt

For Temple Beth El’s Tikkun Leil Shavuot this
past May, I wanted to teach an extended session on
the topic of Mussar. I contacted some of my
colleagues and asked them if they had an idea of
how to get started planning for this. Perhaps I was
hoping one of my friends had recently taught
Mussar and even had a rough draft outline. I have
turned for support to my colleagues for many
reasons during my time in the rabbinate. I have
always felt supported and given extremely helpful
information.
Two of the responses came from colleagues who were classmates of
mine in Israel during our first year of rabbinical school:
“Have you been a practitioner of Mussar? It really helps to have that
first before teaching.”
“I took the training with the Mussar Institute and use their curriculum
which I recommend.”
I have to admit that when I read those responses, I was a little
disappointed. While I was excited about the opportunity for more study, I
needed to figure out what to teach. I chose, instead, to teach about the
Pilgrimage Festivals in Judaism, a topic I had taught before and had plenty
of my own resources.
So, on June 2, I began a Mussar training program with the Mussar
Institute (mussarinstitute.org). My group meets every week for 12 weeks.
One week we are in va’ad (group) and the following week we are in
chevruta (pairs). Let me point out first that I am the only rabbi in the group.
Everyone else, including the teacher, are educated lay leaders who are
looking to expand their own Jewish knowledge. We study in advance of our
classes – articles, stories, and other texts. We then focus each week on a
particular aspect of Mussar. In a nutshell, the study of Mussar is the study of
what it means to live a meaningful and ethical life. There is so much more to
it, but that is it in a sentence!
I highly recommend to always continue learning. Studying Mussar is a
great way to continue your education while also learning about yourself
and focusing truly on what it means to be a good and ethical person. To
quote Alan Morinis, the founder of The Mussar Institute, “We humans have
a tendency to always want more. Therefore, it is easy to forget to feel
grateful and happy with the good that we already have. We should strive to
feel a joy that is complete. Lack of joy with what we have is destructive both
physically and spiritually.” (Every Day, Holy Day: 365 Days of Teachings
and Practices from the Jewish Tradition of Mussar)
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Shelley Mangold, Madeline Hanford,
and baby Maxwell.

Mazel Tov!
Abram and Madeline Hanford, son and
daughter in law of Shelley and Marc Mangold, and Dayton and Jane Hanford, welcomed their first baby: Maxwell
Eugene Hanford on June 2.
Mazel Tov to the proud parents and
grandparents.

3037 Kingston Pike  Knoxville TN 37919  865.524.3521  www.tbeknox.org
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TBE President’s Remarks
By Kathy Young, TBE President

I cannot believe the
summer is almost over. It is
my hope that the children
are back in school and the
parents are back to their normal schedules. But it is June
as I write this article and the
future is still so very uncertain. The Board of Directors
is faced with many decisions,
some we have never had to
face in the past. What will “normal” look like?
When will the Temple building be open to all?
I know these are questions on everyone’s minds
and I wish I had a crystal ball to answer them. But, I
do not. Please trust that the health and welfare of the
entire congregation is first and foremost in answering those questions. I, like everyone else, miss the inperson contact, the long chats at the Oneg Shabbats,
and especially life as we used to know it.
Thank you to all the committee chairs who are
continuing to conduct business as usual. Thank you
to the Executive Committee and the Board of Directors who are working tirelessly behind the scenes.
A special thank you to Rabbi Erin Boxt for his
leadership and direction with these most difficult
circumstances.
There are plenty of volunteer opportunities
available for those of you who want To Be Engaged.
Please contact me or the Temple office to get more
information.
I look forward to seeing each other in person as
soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime, please
know there are numerous ways we can “see” each
other. Check out TBEKNOX.ORG or like and follow
our Facebook page for a complete listing of activities.
Todah Rabah.
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If you would like to connect
with us on Zoom, here are the links
to our services:


Kabbalat Shabbat Services on
Friday evenings at 7 p.m.:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/835560058
Meeting ID: 835 560 058
Password: 788114



Havdalah services on
Saturday evenings at 6 p.m.:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/405314387
Meeting ID: 405 314 387
Password: 178744

ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS
1. If you have a laptop, smartphone, or tablet, you can download the app in advance.
2. If not, no worries! There are other options!
You are either able to call in using a landline/cell phone or
video conference in via a computer/phone/iPad with a
camera. Both options are listed below.
To call in:
1. Under, DIAL BY LOCATION, call the number below that
says NEW YORK (meaning East Coast). You will then
have to enter the Meeting ID
2. To video conference:
1. Click link below that says JOIN ZOOM MEETING.
2. Something will pop up to download ZOOM (allow it).
3. Once downloaded, the meeting should open. Please
make sure to check off
"Use Computer Audio"
In both instances, if you are able, please make sure to mute
yourself so the noise doesn't come through the speakers into
the class. On laptops/smartphones/tablets, there is a mute
button. On the video conference, there is a mute button on the
bottom left corner of the video screen. On landlines, there is
not really a way to mute!

FACEBOOK INSTRUCTIONS
https://www.facebook.com/TBEKnoxville

You do not need a Facebook to watch/see our
Facebook page, but you do need one to interact with the videos!
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Temple Beth El Religious School August 2020 Update
By Norma James, Education Director, normajames@tbeknox.org
The good news is that Religious School will begin in August!
What will Religious School at TBE look like this year?
That is an excellent question! The School & Youth Committee and the RS staff have been Zooming this summer to look at all
scenarios. The safety of your children and our staff is our top priority. We have all learned by now that Covid-19 is not a “once
and done” event. Therefore, we have planned a virtual, an in-person, and a hybrid school. We understand that we may need to use
all three scenarios by the time next May rolls around. We will use are many resources available to make our decisions, including
parent input. Just know that before we start Religious School, our families will be completely informed as to how we will proceed,
our protocols for school, and how we will decide when to open or close our school building to students.

The Annual ISJL Education Conference was held on Zoom this year.
It was an outstanding day of programming. We learned about resources to improve our online classrooms. Best of all, the ISJL is
converting their curriculum into one-hour lessons that can be done on Zoom. This is a game changer for our teachers and our
students. We will still have a Fellow assigned to us, but the visits will be virtual, at least for now.
Jake Goldberg becomes Bar Mitzvah Saturday, August 29 at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom
At last we are restarting our B’nei Mitzvah celebrations!
You are all invited to this virtual Bar Mitzvah. Jake and his immediate family will be in the sanctuary with Rabbi and Norma. Jake’s
friends, family, and fellow congregants from near and far will be able to watch this wonderful occasion on Zoom. We are improving our method for televising programs from our Sanctuary so that the picture and the sound will be much better. We want to
make this Bar Mitzvah as spiritual and joyful as our Bar Mitzvah boy deserves! Jake has been preparing for his service virtually
since last spring. Norma has worked with him on his prayers, and Liz Gassel has been his Torah coach. Jake has been an outstanding student and very dedicated to his preparation. Rabbi is working with Jake on his D’var Torah and putting the finishing touches
on the service. Jake has been planning his Mitzvah Project but is waiting until he can get back into the community to do the actual
project. As with our other B’nei Mitzvah students, Jake had to postpone his service from early June, but is very excited about sharing his journey with our community. I urge you to support Jake by attending his service on Zoom. You will be delighted to see another of our fine students called to Torah. Jake is the son of Alex Goldberg and Emily McCutcheon and the brother of Simon.
Please join this family in this wonderful simcha.
Attend Shabbat service with Rabbi Boxt and Norma every Friday at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom or on Facebook.
You can watch it live or see the recording. No need to dress up for services, pajamas, yoga pants, or track suits are perfectly fine.
Attend Havdalah with Rabbi and Steve Lewis every Saturday evening at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom and Facebook.
Contact Norma for a FaceTime Family Visit.
These are short visits that can happen most any time of the day, whatever works with the family’s schedule. If you don’t have
FaceTime, we can use a different tool such as Zoom to connect. I have enjoyed seeing our children and getting a chance to talk to
them. I love seeing the parents and finding out what their family is doing to pass the time.
Contact Norma for Hebrew Lessons on FaceTime or Zoom.
I have been teaching Hebrew to many students since we closed our building. I I would be very happy to have a private session
with your child or your children together even if it is just Aleph Bet practice.

Goldberg to Celebrate Bar Mitzvah Via Zoom
Jake Goldberg, son of Alex Goldberg and Emily McCutcheon and the brother of
Simon, becomes a bar mitzvah on Saturday, August 29 at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom.
Jake is an eighth grader at West Valley where he enjoys playing percussion in
band and studying science. Jake plays soccer and the guitar and would like to be a
marine biologist one day.
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Temple Beth El Sisterhood’s

Tournament

Sunday, October 25, 2020

1:00 PM -5:00 p.m.
Temple Beth El, 3037 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919
CASH PRIZES for 1st, 2nd, 3rd High Scores in Tournament Play
In case of a tie, the CASH prize will be divided equally.
Other FUN activities include a “take a chance for prizes” and bonus hands.
Mah Jongg for Fun tables are available. No timing, no scoring, just fun!
$20.00 Entrance Fee Includes registration for EITHER the Mah Jongg Madness Tournament OR Mah Jongg for Fun,
Desserts, Snacks, and Cash Prizes
Please return the registration form below with your check payable to
Temple Beth El Sisterhood to:
Beverly Schultz
912 Miles Court
Knoxville, TN 37923
Deadline: Friday, October 16, 2020
Registrations received after the deadline will go on a “wait list” unless there are vacancies.
or a player can play at the “for fun” tables. You will be contacted.

Due to the uncertainty of the COVID-19 situation, all registration checks will be held
until the Mah Jongg Madness Tournament.

Questions? E-mail or call: Karen Smith at (865) 691-3231 briankarens@comcast.net or
Sandy Parker at (865) 237-4929 sandycpb@gmail.com or Beverly Schultz at (865) 679-3720
iggy1883abc@yahoo.com
Name: ______________________________________

Phone: ______________________

E-mail address_________________________________________________________________
Home Address___________________________________________ City_____________________ Z ip_________
________ I can be East. (You will be contacted.) East stays at the same table and does not rotate.
East completes the score card after each round.
_________ I can bring a mah jongg set. (You will be contacted.)
Please check ONE of the following:
________ I will play in the Mah Jongg Madness.OR
_________ I will play in the Mah Jongg for Fun.
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Temple Beth El Welcomes New Board Members
Temple Beth El would like to introduce you to three new members of our board.

Sophia Lionberger
Sophia is a cybersecurity student and IT monkey with big dreams. She has
attended Temple Beth El for two years and is grateful to have found a family
and a spiritual home there. She prays for a swift end to the pandemic as she
dearly misses being near the Torah and her friends at Oneg. Nevertheless,
she counts her blessings to reside in a peaceful neighborhood in Hardin Valley with her two best friends in the world.

Dustin Park
Dustin Park was born and raised on the west coast in California and Oregon. Being a good
Catholic boy, he attended the University of Notre Dame earning a degree in film, television,
theater, and English. After graduation, Dustin moved to the nearest big city, Chicago, where
he built a career in documentary television production and met a nice Jewish girl, Sarah
Miller. In 2007, they were married by a priest and a rabbi and have continued to embrace
their interfaith traditions with the birth of their three children, Asher, Elliott, and Dinah.
After 14 years in the city (and a lifetime for Sarah), in 2016, the family of five
headed south, to Maryville, Tennessee, following job opportunities in Knoxville, where
Dustin works as a lead editor for the Hive (formerly Jupiter Entertainment).
Temple Beth El has quickly become a pillar of the foundation the Miller Park family is constructing in East Tennessee. Dustin is very humbled and honored to be joining the board of
Temple Beth El.

Dan Smith
Dan Smith has been a member of Temple Beth El since the early
1980s. He served as a past president and treasurer. He was also
the past chair of the Ritual and Worship and School and Youth
committees, as well as a board member and Executive Committee since 1991.
Dan is currently an active member of Ritual and Worship, Ways
and Means and Funds Financial Management committees and is
a regular services attendee.
Dan says that he is committed to keeping Temple Beth El the
spiritual center of Reform Jewish life in East Tennessee.
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Temple Beth El High Holy Day Schedule – 5781/2020
Havdalah & Selichot Service
Saturday, Sept. 12

7:30 pm

(via ZOOM/Website)

Rosh Hashanah
Friday, Sept. 18
Saturday, Sept. 19

(via ZOOM/Website)

7:00 pm
9:00 am
10:30 am
1:00pm

Erev Rosh Hashanah/Shabbat Service
Children’s Service
Morning Service
Tashlich Experience

Yom Kippur

(via ZOOM/Website)

Wednesday, Sept. 23 4:30/5:30 pm Cemetery Service (Old/New)
Sunday, Sept. 27
7:30 pm Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre
Monday, Sept. 28
9:00 am Children’s Service
10:30 am Morning Service
1:00 pm Afternoon Service
3:00 pm Healing Service
4:30 pm Yizkor/Memorial Service
& Ne’ilah/Closing Service

Sukkot and Simchat Torah

Wednesday, Sept 30
Friday, Oct 2
Friday, Oct. 9

4:30pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

(tentative)

Family decorating and pizza dinner
Sukkot Shabbat Service
Sukkot Yizkor Memorial Service
Simchat Torah Service
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Contributions to the Funds of Temple Beth El
Donations listed were received as of June 26, 2020
DUES SUPPORT RELIEF FUND
Hayley and Aron Goldfeld
Robert and Alison Shagan
ERMA GERSON COMMUNITY FUND
In memory of Allan Gerson
Marty Gerson & family

GENERAL FUND
Bob and Wendy Goodfriend
Iva I Rea
Temple Beth El Sisterhood
In memory of Gussie Potter
& Buzz Brody
Ivan Brody
In memory of Margot B. Brown
Leonard Brown
In memory of Alvin & Dorothy Kirsner,
Jeffrey Avruch, Arthur Bates and
Patrick Moore
Anna Friendt and Michael Gamer
n memory of Buzz Brody
Susan and Tommy Hahn
In memory of Doba Zolotovskaya
Maria Shusterman
LICHT YOUTH FUND
In honor of Genesis 12:3
James Murph
MARX FAMILY EDUCATION FUND
In memory of Albert Eisenstadt
Michael Eisenstadt and
Mary Beth Leibowitz

PATIO AND GROUNDS FUND
In memory of Jeanette Grosin Hyatt
Renee’ Hyatt and Paul Erwin

PRESERVATION FUND
In honor of the birth of Maxwell Eugene
Hanford, Brighton Oliver Wohl and
Brennan Lee Alonso
Renee’ Hyatt and Paul Erwin
In memory of Lillian Pomerantz
Ken and Phyllis Hirsh
In memory of Esther Margolina
Ilya and Bella Safro
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of Ben Brown
& Lowell Nisely
Jeff and Tamra Brown
In memory of Elayne Butler
David and Vivian Butler
In memory of John Elston &
Louis and Sylvia Brenner
Stu and Jan Elston
In memory of Stanley Hookman
Lawrence and Kim Hookman
In memory of Ron Young
Kathy Young
In memory of Pat Zivi
Rick and Nancy Zivi
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
Temple Beth El Sisterhood
SECURITY FUND
Michael and Diane Cole
Larry Markel
Stephen and Kim Rosen
Hal and Amy Rosenberg
Ronald and Ebbie Sandberg
Robert and Alison Shagan
Debbie Silverstein

Rabbi Erin Boxt
rabbiboxt@tbeknox.org
Kathy Young, President
president@tbeknox.org
Norma James
Religious School Director
normajames@tbeknox.org
Tina Fleeman
Temple Beth El Office Staff
secretary@tbeknox.org
TBE Office Phone:
(865) 524-3521
Fax: (865) 525-6030
Temple Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday:
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Our Mission
To inspire individuals to know, live, and
shape our Jewish legacy.
In fulfilling our mission, we value our
place in the chain of traditions, the
diversity of those who seek to join us in
our venture, and the kindness essential
to a sacred community.
www.tbeknox.org

A MESSAGE FROM THE KNOXVILLE JEWISH ALLIANCE

My people were brought to America in chains.
Your people were driven here to escape the chains
Fashioned for them in Europe. Our unity is born....
To make oppression of any people by others
an impossibility.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Speech to the American Jewish Congress,
Miami, 1958

When human lives are endangered,
When human dignity is in jeopardy….
Wherever men and women are persecuted
Because of their race, religion, or political views,
That place must — at that moment —
Become the center of the universe.
There may be times when we are powerless to
prevent injustice, but there must never be a
time when we fail to protest.
Elie Wiesel

Human rights activist, Holocaust survivor,
& Nobel Peace Prize laureate

Opportunity — Equal Treatment — Justice — Peace — For All
Let Every Man, Woman, and Child Breathe

Knoxville Against Hate

Created by Chip Rayman and Joyce York
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Come grow with us!

Help plant and tend the Community Sharing Garden at the AJCC
Did you know? Jewish text states:
“There is no plant without an angel in Heaven tending it
and telling it, ‘Grow!’”
(Rabbi Simon, Genesis Rabba 10:7)

Here’s an opportunity for people who want to be outdoors, engage in tikkum
olam (repair of our world), and help grow food for the community and those
in need. Volunteers are still needed to work at a community garden located
at the Arnstein Jewish Community Center.
The garden contains four different beds, and hopefully will produce a variety
of vegetables and herbs that can be used by the AJCC Preschool and community members. A portion will be donated to those in need. We hope the
garden will be a place for everyone in our community. Beds are spaced 10
feet apart to allow for social distancing, while still close enough to be social
and visit with your fellow gardeners. One bed was raised to accommodate
people who have mobility restrictions or difficulty bending. Picnic tables are
nearby for people to sit and safely talk with those gardening.

Sign up for your shift! Mornings and evenings are available.
New to gardening? Not a problem! Contact Helene Sinnreich
at wesandhelene@yahoo.com for more information.
The Community Sharing Garden is an initiative of Sharing the Dream and is located near the AJCC Pool.

Thank you to the volunteers who tend the vegetable beds of a new
community garden located near the AJCC Pool on the AJCC campus.

Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds

A Supporting Organization of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee
Foundation to preserve and strengthen the Jewish Community of Knoxville

Maimonides was a Jewish Thought Leader
in Health and Philanthropy

KJCFF Welcomes Sternfels Family
KJDS Tuition Aid Fund

Americans today can’t stop thinking about health, and KJCFF can’t
stop thinking about philanthropy. Who knew more about the two than
Maimonides? Living in 12th century Spain, the Rambam was a
renaissance man before the Renaissance. If you read about him, you
will see he read about everything, both sacred and scientific. So what is
one of this medieval physician’s greatest prescriptions? His ladder of
philanthropy! Maimonides describes 8 levels of tzedekah where the
lowest, entry level could be described as “just ain’t into it, but here’s a
check.” His highest form of tzedekah is where you sustain a person or
community before there is a problem. Furthermore, you do it in a
dignified manner so that all are uplifted, both the beneficiaries and the
benefactors. If you take a glance at the “we need a fund” article, you
will see an opportunity to take the doctor’s advice. If you need a little
inspiration, look at the “fund of the month” article to see how one
family provides a cure. For more on Maimonides, go to
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/eight-levels-of-charitable-giving
If you would like to follow the doctor’s orders, call Stephen or Laura;
we’ll bring the ladder.

KJCFF is proud to welcome its newest fund, the
Sternfels Family Knoxville Jewish Day School Tuition Aid
Fund. According to lead donors, Rhonda and Ron
Sternfels, the fund will “help students get and maintain
access to the superb education that KJDS offers and help
the school maintain its ability to provide it.”
The Sternfels were career educators and are
impressed with the KJDS leadership and staff. “Only
through understanding, tolerance and knowledge can
our world survive and thrive and there is no better place
to learn that than at KJDS. By setting up this fund we
hope that others will also realize the importance of KJDS
to our children’s future.”
Yasher Koach to the Sternfels and Mazal tov to KJDS.
If you would like to add your own donation to this fund,
please contact Stephen or Laura.

Knoxville Jewish Community Needs
a Fund for Health and Wellness
The national emergency puts healthcare on the front-burner for every
organization. KJCFF responded immediately by readying itself to make
immediate grants for health services and financial relief. But what if we
were endowed to be able to have health on our minds proactively at all
times? Our community needs a permanent fund for health and wellness.
This fund could provide free genetic testing to members of our community
who plan on getting married and having children. Tay Sachs, Gaucher’s and
other diseases that are found in Jewish families have fairly simple screening processes. How about an endowment to mitigate diabetes?
What if a fund gave scholarship awards for exercise achievement and
metric milestones? How about a KJCFF funded annual Jewish culinary fair
with free food and cooking lessons that focus on kashrut and health? There
are endless ideas in this area and we can all benefit. If you have interest in
endowing a fund for health and wellness, please contact Stephen or Laura.

Why KJCFF works with
East Tennessee Foundation
KJCFF’s funds are professionally managed by East Tennessee Foundation. Investments are handled by an investment committee, whose members are chosen for
their business and financial-management experience and
expertise. ETF handles tax filing, audits, record-keeping,
investments and reporting and provides professional
guidance to KJCFF’s board and staff. This allows KJCFF
leadership and staff the opportunity to focus their efforts
on serving benefactors and beneficiaries.

Donations
Heska Amuna Educational Enrichment Fund
In honor of the wedding of Melanie Jacobson to Scott Vance
Jeff and Nancy Becker
Jewish Family Service Fund
Richard and Jacki Imbrey
Bryan and Mary Ann Merrell Family Fund
In memory of Bryan Merrell
Steven and Tracey Clarke; Jeff and Charlene Gubitz

KNOXVILLE JEWISH COMMUNITY FAMILY OF FUNDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Stephen Rosen, President; Jacki Imbrey, Secretary/Treasurer; Abraham Brietstein, Past President; Jeff Becker; Bernard
Bernstein; Arnold Cohen; Robert Goodfriend; Scott Hahn, Richard Jacobstein; Rosalie Nagler; Jenifer Ohriner; Howard Pollock;
Pace Robinson; Bernard Rosenblatt., Laura Berry, Administrative Director
The KJCFF encourages you to help insure the healthy future of our Knoxville Jewish community
by including a commitment to the KJCFF in your financial and estate planning.
To learn more about KJCFF philanthropic opportunities, call 690-6343 or visit www.jewishknoxville.org/kjcff

Communications Corner
By Ronnie Bogard
I want to thank the FY19-20 JCOR Board for their support as I stepped in to wear an
additional hat this past fiscal year. The COVID-19 pandemic made things more difficult
than I anticipated but I made it to the finish line, and for that I am grateful. I will continue
to wear the Communications hat for JCOR including publishing the E-News and will
sometimes write articles for the Ha’Kol. I am very proud to announce the new Officers
and Director positions for the FY20-21 Board: (Officers pictured below). President- Hilary Shreter, Vice President- Will Wright, Treasurer- Jim Bogard, and Secretary Katie NiadThames.
The Director positions are: Building-Miguel Reyes, Education-Katie Niad-Thames,
Finance-Bonnie Carroll, Membership- Elena Bamberger, Ritual- Bruce Tomkins,
and Sisterhood President Becky Charles.

New JCOR President’s Remarks
By Hilary Shreter
Hello, Ha’Kol readers! JCOR welcomes these new Board Members: Bonnie Carroll,
President Hilary Shreter
Katie Niad-Thames, and (second term) Will Wright. At the same time, we thank these
retiring Board Members for their excellent work: Rhonda Bogard, Don Carlson, Sig Mosko and Vera Maya.
During the pandemic, JCOR members stay in touch with Zoom. Our Sisterhood has been holding lively biweekly "home potluck" services on Friday night. We have Hebrew classes -conversational, beginners, and intermediate. There is a weekly meetup
on Tuesday nights. You are invited to join the fun! Write to us at office@jcor.info for more information.

Treasurer Jim Bogard

Vice President Will Wright

Secretary Katie Niad-Thames
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JCOR Celebrates Its 2020 Graduates
Mazel tov to Ben Carlson and Darby Schiek

Ben Carlson
Rachel and Don Carlson, along with Rebecca and Kyle, celebrated the
graduation of Ben Carlson from Boston University. Ben received a Bachelor of Arts
in philosophy and psychology from the College of Arts and Sciences.
During his four years of undergraduate studies, Ben held multiple internships in
the arts and social services, traveled to both New Zealand and Italy via study
abroad, and enjoyed Boston’s historical and culinary richness. He maintained his
musical pursuits, deepening his interests and diversifying his instruments. Ben
plans to work and live in New Zealand once international travel restrictions
are lifted.

Darby Schiek
Darby Schiek is the daughter of Tim and Robin Schiek, and the
sister of Nolan and Thatcher. Darby graduated from Farragut High
school on June 19 (with an official graduation!).
She is heading to Maryville College in the fall and will ride on the
Equestrian Team. Darby, an accomplished equestrian, was awarded
the Equestrian Scholarship. She plans to live at home the first year,
so she can also compete privately in addition to scholastically.

DONATIONS TO JCOR
Yahrzeits:
 Jennie Volkin & Beatrice Kline from Karen Brunner
 Morton Conrad from Melvyn & Edith Halbert
 Chaya Anna Levitan & Solomon Rashkovsky
from Victor & Avigail Rashkovsky
 Ruth Carey, Sam & Bess Good from Alice Feldman &
Albert Good
 Ruth Carey from Ellen Appel
 Joshua Langfur from David & Sarah Stuart
 Selma Shapiro & Juverna Bogard
from Jim & Ronnie Bogard
 Morris Volkin from Karen Brunner
 Leonora Tomkins from Bruce Tomkins

 Sam Good & Bess Hazelwood from Ellen Appe
 In Memory of Yosef & Galina Osowiecki
from Alice Feldman & Al Good
 In Memory of Mira Kimmelman & Galina Osowiecki from
Bruce Tomkins
In Honor
In honor of Becky Charles’ Retirement by Bruce Tomkins
In honor of Penny Lukin’s Birthday by Bruce Tomkins
In honor of Sylvia Goldenberg’s 94th Birthday from Jerrold &
Nancy Fink
General Contributions
 Deborah Bowman
 Geoffrey Laing
 Tracey Cato

To receive JCOR E-News, send your email request to events@jcor.info.
JEWISH CONGREGATION
OF OAK RIDGE
• Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky—vicrash@yahoo.com
• Hilary Shreter, President—hshreter@comcast.com
• Becky Charles, Sisterhood President—gchar2@aol.com

101 W. Madison Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830
(Mail) P.O. Box 5434, Oak Ridge, TN 37831
For the Friday evening service schedule, please
contact call Penny Lukin at plukin@comcast.net
or call (865) 483-3581

www.jcortn.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JewishOakRidge/

9 Things Coronavirus Has Taught Us (So Far)

ב"ה

By Rabbi Yehuda L Ceitlin, Outreach Director of Chabad Tucson
The COVID-19 virus that began as a localized outbreak
in central China has quickly become a global pandemic, bringing
the world to a standstill and redefining “normal” life.
Rabbi Yisroel Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Chassidism,
taught that every occurrence in the universe — even a negative
one — can and should provide us with productive lessons.
As we continue to follow health guidelines and pray for the
recovery of those infected, here are some encouraging things
we’ve learned from this global crisis:

5. Not Being Wasteful
As fear has taken its toll, many people have flocked to stores
and emptied shelves into their shopping carts. That fear is also
a wonderful reminder to appreciate the food we have and
constrain waste so that we — and those who live in the world
around us — have resources for another day. Jewish law
teaches the biblical instruction, “You shall not destroy.” This
proscription applies to food as well; if there's something left
over, we try to repurpose it.

1. Our Shared Humanity
The virus is blind to cultural and ideological differences,
infecting people of all races, religions, and ages. In many ways,
the world has become more united, sharing the same
vulnerability. Our sages say that this actually happens once a
year on Rosh Hashanah, when “all the people of the world”
pass before G-d in judgment. It reminds us that despite
our differences, we are one humanity under G-d.

6. Prioritizing Essentials
Amazon announced that it will prioritize delivering “essential”
household items because of high demand. Regardless of how
you define essential, the outbreak has led us to reevaluate our
priorities. Way before bestselling author Stephen Covey made
the idea famous, Moses told livestock owners, “Make the main
thing the main thing and what is secondary, secondary.”

2. The Power of Caring
Scientists are still examining the nature of this new disease, but
it is clear that it spreads through close contact. We must not
forget that love also spreads person-to-person (even at a
six-foot distance). King Solomon spoke of the impact we can
have on one another: “As in water, face answers to face, so is the
heart of a man to a man.”

7. Focusing Inward
With many of us stuck at home (alone or with loved ones), we
have temporarily lost the identities we assume in the outside
world. We don't have the commute or the office to define the
pattern of our day. The pandemic has given us space and time
to connect with who we are. On the Jewish day of rest, Shabbat,
we unplug and focus on ourselves and those we care about.
During this pandemic, we do more of that during the
week as well.

3. Finding Comfort in Prayer
Efforts to halt the spread of the disease have cast us into
uncharted waters. Newly imposed restrictions, economic
devastation, and the fear of being infected have left us anxious
and uncertain. But, as Swiss philosopher Henri Frederic Amiel
put it, “Uncertainty is the refuge of hope.” In prayer, we have
the ability to connect to the Supreme Being in Whom we find
comfort and solace, strengthening our hope and resolve. Prayer
affirms that the Creator is present, all-seeing and cares for each
of us.
4. Valuing Freedom
Being restricted and isolated presents a unique set of
challenges, but it also reminds us of the gift of freedom. In fact,
on the festival of Passover we are instructed that, “In each and
every generation, a person is obligated to see himself as if he
left Egypt.” Freedom as a state of mind is to be pursued
regularly, wherever we find ourselves.

8. The Sanctity of Life
Throughout history, our synagogue doors have been kept open
against forces of antisemitism and through many challenges.
Now, those doors are closed to save lives. The Torah instructs,
“You shall keep My statutes and My ordinances, which a person
shall do and live by them.” Rabbi Shimon ben Menasya
interprets this mandate to mean, “In all circumstances, one
must take care not to die as a result of fulfilling the mitzvot.”
The sanctity of life is paramount.
9. The Preciousness of Every Moment
The heartbreaking (growing) death toll of the virus reminds us
of our mortality. As King David said, “Man is like a breath; his
days are like a passing shadow.” Just as the shadow quickly
fades, so do our lives. We are reminded to cherish our moments
and to infuse them with meaning and purpose.
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August 8

Shoshana Becker ♦ Muriel Boothman ♦ Mollie Brietstein ♦ Abraham Chaskin ♦ Harry Fayonsky ♦ Jacob Green ♦ Joseph Herson ♦
Hugo Klein ♦ Janet Krauss ♦ Jim Nash ♦ Lester Robinson ♦ Abraham Rosenblatt ♦ Katie Ross ♦ Marian Schneider ♦
David Wender ♦ Abe Zwick

August 15

Caryl Arsenault ♦ Esther Balloff ♦ Dorothy Becker ♦ Zeleg Berez ♦ Max Cohen ♦ Sylvia Homer ♦ Mervin Horn ♦ Joseph Leeds ♦
Thomas Miner ♦ Sally Moskowitz ♦ Barbara Oleshansky ♦ Gussie Richer ♦ Jane Rosenblatt ♦ Steven Shersky

August 22
Jean Berger ♦ Betty Billig ♦ Estelle Binder ♦ Randall Bloom ♦ Gertrude Bobroff ♦ Gene Bocknek ♦ Ida Chandler ♦ Paul Cooper ♦
Julius Gruenberg ♦ Oscar Isaacs ♦ Seymour Landis ♦ Hyman Liberman ♦ Robert Messing ♦ Albert Meyerhoff ♦ Albert Ring ♦
Rabbi A.J. Robinson ♦ Morris Shorr ♦ Molly Thorp
August 29
Bella Allen ♦ Dustee Bendes ♦ Gershon Cooper ♦ Rosa Deitch ♦ Ethel Foster ♦ Andy Frank ♦ Ada Garber ♦ Sylvia Greenfield ♦
Lawrence Hahn ♦ Max Hasden ♦ Rebecca Krauss ♦ Sylvia Leibowitz ♦ Barney Levine ♦ Muriel Littmann ♦ Rebecca F. Millen ♦
Samuel Poster ♦ Louis Roth ♦ Edwin Schnoll ♦ Martin Schwab ♦ Shlomo Shloush ♦ Tessie Siegel ♦ Helen Tobe

August 7

Garrett Bickman ♦ Jackie Bickman ♦ Eugene Steven Cyzick ♦ Marie Elston ♦ Sandi Fields ♦ Herbert Eugene Galloway ♦
Samuel Gelber ♦ Efim Golburt ♦ Harold Karklin ♦ Edward Lippner ♦ Herbert Nash ♦ Mary Margaret Robinson ♦
Nancy Sauers ♦ Pastor Serrato ♦ Emilie Ehrlich Strasburger ♦ Asya Targonskaya ♦ Ethel Taylor ♦ Revera T. Wayburn

August 14

Abram Golburt ♦ Albert Greenberg ♦ Monroe Hecht ♦ Benjamin Herrmann ♦ Marcus Herrmann ♦ Matvei Ioselev ♦ Sara Pais ♦
Alice Palmer ♦ Anne Prial ♦ Marvin Selk ♦ Emanuel Taylor ♦ Anne Kadison Weinstein

August 21

Zan Tamar Bailey ♦ Jerome Bernstein ♦ Anna H. Blatt ♦ Wolfe Brody ♦ Angela Buie ♦ Charles M. Evans ♦ Daniel Goodman ♦
Gilbert Klein ♦ Alex Klugman ♦ Glenn Powell ♦ William M. Rosenbaum ♦ Albert Sasson ♦ Rose Shenkman ♦ Max Slome ♦
Sidney M. Spero

August 28

Armand H. Abel ♦ Jacob Blaufeld ♦ Natalie Feldman ♦ Jeanette Galloway ♦ Harold Garber ♦ Harold Heolderlin ♦
Morris Hochenberg ♦ Milton Samuel Levy ♦ George Palmer ♦ David Sachs ♦ Liliya Safro ♦ Lillian Pollack Sloane ♦ Dora Stein ♦
Trygg Trant

Save the Date
Combatting Anti-Semitism
featuring Elana Heideman
Sunday, October 18 — 2 p.m. — via Zoom
Elana Heideman earned her Ph.D. from Boston University, studying with Elie Wiesel.

6800 Deane Hill Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  www.knoxville.hadassah.org
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The Washington Post Highlights Hadassah’s COVID-19 Response
The Washington Post shined a spotlight on
interfaith cooperation in Israel in a front-page
story focused on Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem:
“An Arab doctor and an ultra-Orthodox Jew find
common ground in a covid ward.”
Since long before the emergence of COVID19, Hadassah has been known for building
bridges to peace, and we’re proud to have our
efforts recognized in this article by The Washigton Post’s Jerusalem Bureau Chief, Steve Hendrix. But the urgency right now has brought
more attention to these efforts.
“For many health-care workers exhausting
themselves shift after shift, this shared fight against a common enemy has provided a boost of mutual esteem amid the dark days
of crisis,” it says.
Jerusalem’s most insular and religious enclaves have been particularly hardhit by the pandemic. "The pandemic has created a
bridge between their worlds. Hundreds of Jewish COVID-19 patients are being treated by Arab practitioners they might never
meet outside the hospital. Sick Palestinians are getting care from Jewish medical staff.”
One Muslim doctor tells The Washington Post about the “Haredi patients who call his cellphone to ask questions and check on
his well-being.” He was “one of the Arabs who covered for the Jewish staff during Passover, just as Jews now cover the wards each
evening during Ramadan while Arabs end their fast around the breakroom table.”
At Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem, says one doctor, “we are all just humans.”
Full article: https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/an-arab-doctor-and-an-ultra-orthodox-jew-find-commonground-in-a-covid-ward/2020/04/25/d3ef284c-7f39-11ea-84c2-0792d8591911_story.html
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Hadassah Book Club News
All Jewish women of the greater Knoxville area
(and friends) are welcome to join us
We hope to see everyone for our Tuesday,
August 18 Hadassah Book Club meeting. We expect to
still be using Zoom for our August meeting. We look
forward to the time that we can safely meet again in the
coffee shop area of the Barnes and Noble Book Store on
Kingston Pike or in someone's home.
We will discuss The Memories We Keep by Walter
Zacharius. We will begin at 7:30 p.m. Zoom codes and
identification numbers will be shared at a later time.
Mia Levy is content with the simple existence she
leads on a farm. But her days weren't always spent so
quietly. Over 30 years ago, Mia lived in Poland, where she had all she could
want--her home, family, and first love, music--until history took its course,
changing the world and the life she knew forever. Mia's struggle to survive
would take her from the poverty-stricken streets of Poland to New York City,
where she encountered a love that would span decades, to Paris where she
would place herself in the gravest of dangers to uncover the mysterious fate
that befell her family. The book was inspired by the author's own
experiences as an American soldier.

September 15: All Adults Here by Emma Straub
Questions? Please check the Hadassah webpage at
https://jewishknoxville.org/hadassah or contact
Barbara Mintz at barbara@bmintz.com or (865) 363-4149
An RSVP is helpful as we continue to use Zoom.

Celebrate Motherhood
with a Hadassah Layette
By Batya Boxt
Hadassah sends layettes to women who have a new
baby or grandbaby. A layette is a card from of all us
congratulating them on the new baby!
When I receive information about a future Hadassah member’s arrival, I
will email all of you. If you are interested in having your name included on
the layette, please email me back and let me know.
If you don’t have a layette account, please send me a check to set that
up. I’d recommend $25 to start. If you need to replenish your account, please
send that check to me as well. So that my address isn’t distributed publicly,
please email me to request my address. Let me know how much money you’d
like to donate to the layette and I’ll deduct that amount from your layette
account. When the account is low (around $5), I’ll email you so you
can refill it. Please contact me at batyaboxt@gmail.com.
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Knoxville Chapter
of Hadassah
Executive Board
Andrea Cone President
hadassahknoxvilleac@gmail.com
Laura Floyd Treasurer
floydfam@knology.net
Shuli Mesa
V.P. Programming
shulime@gmail.com
Revital Ganzi V.P. Education
revitalganzi@gmail.com
Harriet Glasman
Recording Secretary
harrietglasman@gmail.com
Mary Ann Merrell Corresponding Secretary
mamerrell@yahoo.com
Laura Floyd Advisor
floydfam@knology.net

General Board
Arrangements
Debra Ellis
Book Club & JNF Program Peggy Littmann
Bulletin/Ha’Kol
Harriet Glasman
Condolence Cards
Betty Golub
Directory Bookkeeper Laura Floyd
Directory Chair
Jill Weinstein
EVOLVE SPARK
Abby Kaplan
Greeting Cards
vacant
Historian/Yearbook Jenny Pfeffer
HMO Luncheon
vacant
HUB Advisor
Bonnie Boring
JNF Tree & Water Certificates Joyce York
Large Certificates
Mary Ann Merrell
Layettes
Batya Boxt
Leadership Development Mary Linda
Schwarzbart
Membership
Nancy Britcher
Parliamentarian
Marian Jay
PRAZE
Harriet Cooper
Records Administrator Barbara Mintz
Sunshine Correspondence Betty Golub
Social Media
Jean Begue
Youth Aliyah
Mary Evars-Goan

Our Extraordinary Teachers
We are very fortunate to have a passionate
team of educators guiding our students every
day. You often here what our students are learning in their classrooms, now we would like to
spotlight the innovative teachers who create the
curriculum.
Ms. Julien is our passionate, creative, and
responsive 4/5 teacher. She is a deep thinker
who encourages her students to dive into content, to make connections and conjure questions.
She guides them to use a designer’s mindset to
tackle problems. She gets young kids thinking
about their thinking. And, she does all this while
having a whole bunch of fun. She plays games
Above: Our staff are not only highly
with her students and jumps in (sometimes literprofessional educators, they are able
ally) to school wide activities with the same excitto have fun with our students. The reed energy they have. She models a positive attilationships we build at KJDS are strong
tude at all times and demonstrates and teaches
through a child’s entire school career.
perspective. Ms. Julien’s superpower is helping
her students learn about themselves so that they Right: Morah Dana’s love for her
students is evident in everything she
can identify and leverage their strengths to promote growth, independence, and confidence. Ms. does. From cooking to one-on-one
tutoring, she never stops working.
JJ, as her students call her, is an ideal teacher for
those about to move on to middle school and the
world beyond, as she gets them ready, letting
them know they have all the tools they need inside themselves.
Mrs. Blanchard is our book loving 2nd/3rd grade Teacher. She piles immense energy into nurturing her students’ curiosity in
all subjects through passionate, creative, and hands-on projects like turning her classroom into a French salon, complete with
crepes. Her superpower is getting her students excited about grammar. And, her love for everyone she teaches is abundant. It is
that love that motivates all who learn from her to meet her high expectations.
Mrs. Lusk is our fun and loving K/1 teacher. She creates unique opportunities for each student to excel at their own pace.
And, she provides her students with the foundational skills of reading, number sense, and independence. Mrs. Lusk’s super
power is getting her students to learn when they think they are just having fun. K/1 at KJDS is a curiosity-rich environment
where students feel safe enough to take risks, loved enough to ask questions, and supported enough to own their learning and
their relationships. We so appreciate Mrs. Lusk for carefully and intentionally crafting this environment. And, somehow, she
keeps K/1 silly through it all!
Ms Haskins is our motivating and resourceful K/1 teacher. She works diligently to craft lessons that engage and challenge her
students. They truly enjoy and thrive on the large variety of learning experiences that she prepares. With her, the students think
about and experience math through tangible, collaborative, and independent activities. She pushes young minds to use
prior knowledge to predict and infer. And, she is nurturing in them a love of reading and a true appreciation for poetry. Ms.
Haskins’s lessons are filled with questions and exciting “a-ha” moments with her students. Her superpower is bringing a high
level of academic energy to every day at KJDS. And, we love the curiosity she is developing in our youngest learners.
Morah Dana is our kind, passionate, and creative Hebrew teacher. She crafts engaging lessons that bring joy and excitement
to her classroom and create a love for learning. She adores her students, and they adore her! Dana’s superpower is meeting each
individual student where they are and shaping her classes around individual needs. She is warm and patient as she guides
students through a new language. Dana’s unrelenting belief in her students motivates them to tackle the challenges of a second
language.

1529 Downtown West Blvd  Knoxville, TN 37919  865.560.9922  www.kjds.org

Knoxville Jewish Day School  August 2020

35

Noun Town
While students were learning remotely, Mrs. Lusk our Kindergarten/First Grade teacher wanted to challenge her Kindergarten students and continue to make learning fun. Nouns are a fundamental part of the writing process. Getting her students excited about grammar and pre-writing, she challenged them to create their own town using nouns. They were to include people,
places, and “things” including animals. They had the flexibility of choosing their building materials- blocks, toys, paper craft
supplies etc. Students labeled their nouns using their knowledge of letter sounds. Then they were instructed to sort their words
into categories of nouns. Each student created a unique town and learned in a hands-on way how important nouns are to
our language and to writing. Each town had fun personal landmarks-including the AJCC, Kroger, police station, and KJDS.

The students in Mrs. Lusk’s class had
fun learning about nouns. This project
helped them learn the importance of
nouns in our language and in writing.
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Where Are They Now: Segev Koenig
Segev Koenig, a KJDS alumni, is currently a rising sophomore at Bearden High School. He
excels academically and in athletics. While he has played baseball, football and tennis, his focus
now is tennis. He has been playing since kindergarten and he is a high-level player. Last June,
Segev won first place in a three-day tournament! He plays at the Cedar Bluff Racquet Club and he
is a member of the Bearden High School tennis team.
Segev is also an exceptional student. He has taken honors and AP classes throughout his
middle and high school years. Segev maintains a high GPA and consistently scores very high on
exams. He also loves music and he played guitar, piano and drums for six years.
Segev is proud of his strong Jewish identity. He loves being part of C-teen and
spending time with the Jewish community. We are so proud of you, Segev!

Knoxville Jewish Day School  August 2020

37

What KJDS Board Members are Saying
I've been involved as a member of KJDS's Board of Directors for several years. After serving on a KJDS committee and helping out on a few
tasks, I was asked to join the Board. I said yes because I thought I could be
helpful to the school. But I also said yes because whenever I visited KJDS,
when the students were in the building...they made me smile. They always
said hello (and barely any of them knew me at all), they let me see what
they were doing and learning, they explained concepts and content better
than many adults do, and they were SO HAPPY to be in school, with each
other, and just...learning. Helping a place that creates such a happy environment and happy kids felt like a no-brainer to me.
I've stayed involved on the KJDS Board of Directors because, as the
school has continued to grow and thrive, it has become an invaluable asset not only for our Jewish community, but for the greater Knoxville community. It is a school of
excellence that attracts students and families (Jewish, and also not) who
have a love of learning; talented teachers (Jewish, and also not) of the
highest caliber who have so much joy for what they do (and it's obvious
when you interact with them); and, it's a place that simply builds great
kids. Great kids stand a much better chance at becoming great adults, and
doing great things for the world we live in. And I want to live in a great
world.
KJDS is a little school that does some really big things. I would love to
arrange for you or your family to take a tour. Email me at
judith.rosenberg@gmail.com if you'd like to make that happen.

KJDS Staff and Board
Miriam Esther Wilhelm
Head of School
Louise Lindsay
Innovation Coach
Ann Ely
Director of Operations
Jenny Parker Wood
Director of Admissions
Brooke Haskins
Katie Lusk
K-1st Grade Teachers
Rebecca Blanchard
2-3rd Grade Teacher
Fran Julien
4-5th Grade Teacher
Revital Ganzi-Sagiv
Hebrew Instruction Consultant
Dana Maman
Hebrew Teacher
Julia Stark
Drama Teacher

Chris Quinn
PE Coach
Lev Gross Comstock
Music Teacher
Amy Broady
Art Teacher

Board of Directors
President: Michael Zemel
Vice President: Ellen Markman
Treasurer: Odysseus Bostick
Secretary: Jeff Becker
Founding Officer: Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm

Judith at KJDS with her Special Friend. Judith has been on the KJDS board,
is a Special Friend, and recently worked with the Second/Third Grade class
on their persuasive commercials.

Nancy Becker, Bernard Bendriem,
Judy Brietstein, Gina Di Salvo, Rachael
Oberman Ellis, Gloria Z. Greenfield,
Maurice Guigui, David Hull, Anna IroffBailey, Sandy Parker, Judith Rosenberg,
Susan Silber, Tamara Sturm

Arnold G. Cohen, Attorney at Law

.

Imbrey & Associates is now
Knoxville, Nashville,
Memphis, Clarkesville and
Cleveland/Chattanooga

Tax & Business Planning • Contracts • Real Estate
IRS & State Tax Disputes • Estate Planning • Probate
Conservatorship • Guardianship

865-524-0510 • agc@dmrpclaw.com
Dunn, MacDonald & Reynolds, PC

6204 Baum Drive • Knoxville, Tennessee 37919

www.avvo.com

Bring Your Event To Life!
With our NEW state of the art
interactive Magic Mirror
Digital Photo Experience.
Say Cheese! We bring the FUN to you with
our Magic Mirror Digital Photo Experience!

www.saycheesephotofun.com

www.jewishknoxville.org

Richard M. Imbrey, CLU, ChFC, CFP®
David H. Jeffries, CFP®, RICP®

“Focusing on strategies for
wealth accumulation and
retirement income distribution”

1322 Dowell Springs Blvd. • Knoxville, TN 37909

(865) 588-9333

www.WaypointKnoxville.com

Great for Bat Mitzvahs, Weddings,
Proms, Corporate Events, and More!
Personalize your photos with props,
backdrops, customized
templates, and more!
Call us now at 865-312-1060
for your special party package!

Support the
KJA Campaign

Jacki S. Imbrey, CLU,ChFC, CFP® RICP®

maryvillemonument.com
(865) 983-3192

804 E. Broadway Ave. • Maryville

East Tennessee
Rooter & Plumbing
HOME OF $35 BACKFLO TESTING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Plumbing/Drain Cleaning
Back Flo Testing
State License #47637
P.O. Box 52906
Insured & Bonded Knoxville, TN 37950
(865) 688-0357

865-577-7535
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –
6555 Chapman Hwy., Knoxville, TN

www.knoxvillesdentist.com

JUDY TEASLEY

LUXURY HOMES SPECIALIST

o 865.694.5904 | c 865.599.9500 | f 865.694.5924

judy@judyteasley.com | www.judyteasley.com
Contact Melissa Jones to place an ad today!
mjones@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6570
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For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

I Top 10 in the Southeast Region 2011-2015, 2017
I Keller Williams Presidents Club and Customer Service Award 2016
I Best Individual Real Estate Agents in Tennessee
per Real Trends 2013-2017

Each Keller Williams
Office is Independently
Owned and Operated

14-1068

.

JUDY BRIETSTEIN

Leibowitz Law Firm, PLLC

CRS, GRI, REALTOR®

Attorneys at Law

865.966.1111 Office
800.235.4236 Toll Free
865.803.7246 Cell
judybrietstein@gmail.com
www.LiveInKnox.com

LAWRENCE P. LEIBOWITZ

Please call for special attention regarding your real estate needs.

Dependable Care by
Experienced CAREGiversSM
Serving seniors with extraordinary
non-medical care in Knox, Anderson &
Roane County since 1997. Call now to
see how we can help your loved one.

608 GAY STREET S.W.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

BRANDON J. TINDELL

TEL (865) 637-1809 • FAX (865) 637-9276
WWW.LEIBOWITZFIRM.COM

Sign Up For
Summer Camps
Today!
www.jewishknoxville.org

LANCASTER
LAND
MANAGEMENT

Home Instead Senior Care is locally
owned & operated by Amy L. Hull

Call to meet with someone
from our team today!

865.523.1300

(865)
617-1200

To learn more visit homeinstead.com
Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise
office is independently owned and operated.

Bible Harris Smith, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants and
Business Advisors Since 1949

CALL FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

507 West Clinch Ave. • Knoxville
(865) 546-2300 • www.bhspc.com

Joshua Hedrick

Tax, Accounting and Auditing

Knowledgeable, Experienced,
and Dedicated Defense
With over 80 years of
combined experience, we
offer unmatched legal defense
in trial and appellate courts.

865-524-8106

knoxdefense.com

607 Market St., Ste. 1100 Knoxville, TN 37902
Breast Cancer
Breast Surgery

Call (865) 692-1610
(423) 714-1955
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Examinations • Business Valuations

Home Financing You Can Count On

Gary Sturm
SR. LOAN OFFICER • BRANCH MANAGER

865-691-8910
gary.sturm@migonline.com
www.sturmhomeloans.com
NMLS #1375205, TN #125405

PIANO
LESSONS

BRCA & Lynch
Clinical Genetics
Service

Helping you and your family
reduce your risk

Aaron G. Margulies MD

Litigation Support • Fraud

Imelda G. Margulies, FNP
Call 692-1602
• BRCA & myRisk Panel Testing
• High Risk Breast and Prostate Cancer
Assessment Especially for Ashkenazi Jews
• Cancer Genetic Risk Assessment
For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

Call us today.
We are here 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, 365 days a year.
Broadway - (865) 523-2121
Mann Heritage Chapel - (865) 588-8578

Maria Moshinskaya-Pearse
Moscow Conservatory & Rice University
20+ Years of Teaching Experience in the U.S.
Adults and Children of 10 and up

FIRST LESSON IS ALWAYS FREE
www.celestialpianostudio.com
celestialpiano@outlook.com

865-591-8783

14-1068

Non-Profit
Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Knoxville, TN
Permit No. 106
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Ha’Kol is a joint community project.

The Jewish Community Archives
of Knoxville and East Tennessee
The Way We Were in the 1970s
Smiling Faces
Left to right,
Amoz Chernoff, Renate
(Rennie) Chernoff,
the late Mitchell Robinson,
Barbara Bernstein
The Chernoffs moved to
Knoxville in 1958 when Amoz
accepted a position at the University of Tennessee. He later
was promoted to research director of University of Tennessee
Hospital and eventually became
Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs at the UT Center for
Health Sciences. Rennie, who
earned a master's degree in art
from UT, combined her interests
in metals and weaving to become an artist specializing in
Judaica. They left Knoxville in
1979 when Amoz went to work
at the National Institutes of
Health (NIH).
Barbara remains an active member of the Knoxville Jewish community. Mitchell’s wife Natalie and son Pace live in
Knoxville. Amoz and Rennie live in Silver Spring, Maryland.
We have not identified the event, place, or time of this photograph. If you can provide additional details about the
photo, the Archives would welcome them.
Send your photos of "The Way We Were" (identifying who, what, when, where) to
archives@jewishknoxville.org, or contact the archivist at (865) 690-6343.

