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Customs and Welcoming
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Shalom TBE Family,
Temple Beth El Times
Have you ever walked into the sanctuary during
Rabbi’s Message....................2
services and felt lost or confused about the prayers or the
President’s Remarks.....................3
choreography surrounding the prayers? Why do some
people pray one way and some others pray a different
Pollack Bar Mitzvah........4
way? My personal belief is that every person, every soul,
Religious School News......................5
every member of our community has at times been able to
answer yes to at least one of these questions. Look around you at services and you will Contributions................6
see a variety of styles. What you will also see are many symbols or symbolic acts that
tie us together as a holy community, a Kehillah Kedoshah. It is these symbols that we
have or these acts that we participate in that lets us know we belong. And, if you are
sitting or standing and wondering why…rest assured, many around you probably have the same question.
A quote from The Art of Public Prayer by Lawrence Hoffman, “A group’s ritual symbol is an item that directs its participants
immediately and with absolutely no commentary or explanation to an experience or value that they hold in common, and to
which they are attracted or from which they are repelled, even though they cannot explain or agree on the reason why.”(pg. 41Ȍ
What Hoffman is telling us is that although we may not be able to understand or agree why we are doing something;
nonetheless we are still drawn to each other by these common acts and symbols. We set our standards very high with regard to
how welcoming we are and more importantly how welcomed our guests feel when they walk in the building. My challenge for
each of us in the next few weeks, as we prepare for the High Holy Day period, is to pay special close attention to everyone and
us. If we are unsure of an act or custom, we should not feel embarrassed or reluctant to ask. And, most importantly, we  be
certain to 3ind those in our midst who are new and make sure to embrace them with welcoming arms. When people are unsure,
it is up to us to make them sure. And, I can tell you one thing Ȃ I am  that our community is strong, welcoming and vibrant!

Temple Beth El Library Gallery presents

MEMBERS’ ART EXPO
Opening reception
in honor of our new Rabbi, Erin Boxt
Friday, August 4
following Rabbi Boxt’s guitar service
This will be a gorgeous, eclectic exhibit showcasing the work
of eight of Temple Beth El’s very talented artists: Bernice
Copcutt, Rob Heller, Phyllis Hirsh, Shelley Mangold, Mike
Pardee, Cheri Pollack, Susan Watson Arbital, and Linda
Zaretzki. Featured pieces include paintings, drawings,
photography, mixed-media, mosaics and beaded jewelry.
The community is invited to meet the artists, enjoy their
work, and join in the Oneg!

Onions by Linda Zaretzki
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Temple Topics
By Howard Pollock, TBE President


During the summer there can be a different pace to our family lives, our community and yes even our
Temple. This time of year also allows members to assume new roles of leadership at our respective
organizations in our community. Normally things are a bit quieter during the summer at Temple, but for
wonderful reasons not this year! 
We are grateful and appreciative to have started our relationship with Rabbi Erin Boxt. This is an
exciting time in our congregation’s history. The doors to Temple Beth El are open and we invite you to join
us for worship when possible. On June 30 we had our 3irst Shabbat Service with Rabbi Boxt, a special family
Shabbat service on July 14 and our Board Installation on July 28. 
It is well known that any religious institution, not just Temple Beth El, means different things to different members. Some
rely extensively on the offerings of our Religious School programs while others focus on Sisterhood or Adult Education. The
connection that each of you has to our services and other Ritual and Worship activities are also very important. 
Regardless of what Temple means to you, here are a few thoughts that have come out of some of our transition discussions.
We also feel that these concepts can apply at any time and not a period of transition.


 Together Ȃ A key element of Temple Beth El is our desire to be together, to share the good times and the tough times.
Certainly, one of the most common opportunities to be together is at our services. However, there are many other times
throughout the year where a focus on community and togetherness also exists. We choose to be members of 
Temple Beth El and a common bond is to collectively support Reform Judaism in our community.
 Build Ȃ This term might have the most meanings. It can include building our sense of community, enhancing our programs,
growing our membership and yes even building upon the generosity of past donors through contributions to our endowed
funds. 
  Ȃ This is the easiest of the three Ȃ whether you’re a regular participant in much of what goes on or you haven’t been
as involved of late please take this opportunity to know that you are welcome to participate in whatever way you see 3it. It is
understandable this process may occur at a different pace for different congregants. 


I look forward to all that lies ahead. It is my hope that we can work Together, Build on our past accomplishments, and have
Engaged members.


The transition committee includes Susan Baker, Liz Gassel, Phyllis Hirsh, Sari Kagan, Norma James, Missy Noon, Howard Pollock,.
and Amy Rosenberg.

Pollock to Celebrate Bar Mitzvah August 26
Leo Nathan Pollock will be called to the Torah on Saturday August 2 
at 10:30 a.m. at Temple Beth El. Rabbi Erin Boxt will of3iciate and a Kiddush
luncheon follows. The weekend will begin with a family Shabbat service on Friday,
August 2ͷth at ͷǣ͵0 pm followed by regular Shabbat services at 7:00 p.m. An Oneg
Shabbat will be hosted by the Pollock family. 
 is the  of Janice and Howard Pollock and brother to Sophie. Growing
up,  attended preschool at AJCC and enjoyed the summer camp programs. 
has also been astudent in Temple Beth El religious  l and is grateful for the
assistance and support of Norma James and all of his  Ǥ has attended
Camp Barney run by the Atlanta JCC and just3inished h fourth summer of fun in
the North Georgia mountains.
As a rising 7th grader at Webb School,  enjoys all of his classes and the
many wonderful friends who will help share in h special day.  is an avid
sports fan with some wellǦknown allegiances. At school, he’s had the opportunity
to participate in cross country, wrestling, track and the studentǦrun radio network. 
Leo has also been actively involved with Boy Scout Troop 757 and enjoys
campouts and various community service projects. As part of his Mitzvah project,
Leo is raising money in memory of a friend of who passed away earlier this year.
These donations will help provide an opportunity for at risk students to participate
in scouts as well as the various camp programs. 
 is excited to welcome friends and family from near and far for h 
Mitzvah weekend!

Leo Pollock
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Celebrating the 10 Days of Awe
By Rabbi Erin Boxt

In just about four weeks or so, the Jewish community will be celebrating a period of time referred to as Yamim Noraim, 
the 10 Days of Awe, or the 10 Days of Repentance. Beginning with the Rosh Hashanah evening service on Wednesday, 
September 20, Jews around the world will attend services starting at sundown on the eve of Rosh Hashanah. This service marks
the “Head of the Year.” We celebrate this sweetness by eating apples with honey, representing a sweet new year! It is also
especially important to spend time with our families and friends, sharing stories of the previous year. One question that is
always asked refers to the differences between the Jewish calendar and the Gregorian calendar. The Jewish calendar is a lunar
calendar, based on the movements of the moon. So, our day begins with sundown and ends with sunrise! The Gregorian calendar
is reversed. 

For the following 10 days (leading up to the Day of Repentance, Yom Kippur on Friday, September 29 Ȃ Saturday, September
20), Jewish people will be in a period of introspection. We examine all of the accomplishments of the previous year. However, we
also seek to learn from the mistakes we made. The sins we have committed against God are our primary focus. However, it is our
responsibility also to seek out those whom we have wronged and ask for their forgiveness. One tradition teaches that when we
seek someone out, we are required to ask forgiveness three times. After the third request, if they are legitimate and true rests,
we are automatically forgiven of the sins Ȃ but only those against our fellow man.

One major theme of the High Holy Day period, from Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur, is that God has “books” in which
everyone’s name is written down. During this 10Ǧday period, Jews seek repentance, hoping to temper God’s decision regarding
what will happen to us in the following year. “Who will live, who will die, who will perish by 3ire, who by water…” Although 
ultimate decision is up to God, it is our actions, our good deeds and repentance that can affect God’s decision making. Every Jew
in the world spends this 10Ǧday period in a state of re3lection Ȃ looking for ways to improve upon themselves for the upcoming
Ǥ

On the eve of Yom Kippur (Friday, September 29), Jews gather together for the chanting of “Kol Nidre,” a prayer that asks
God to accept our repentance and allow us to have a chance to do better in the upcoming year. Jews fast on Yom Kippur…to give
us the chance to focus only on seeking forgiveness for our sins against God. According to tradition, work is not permitted on m
Kippur. It is a day set aside to “af3lict the soul,” forcing us to truly focus on our repentance. At the end of the Yom Kippur fast, we
come together for a communal meal in which we “break” the fast. This coming together is another example of how very
important it is for us to be in community.

This period of Yamim Noraim really affords Jews the opportunity to truly become not only better Jews, but also better
Americans and better citizens of our world.

Sisterhood Happenings

Dates of B'yachad Programming

By Tammy Kropp, Sisterhood President

(For Families with Children 4 and Under)




It has been a slow summer for Sisterhood activities, but
we are ready to get back into it full swing now that August is
here. 

By now, you should have received Oneg signǦup and next
year’s membership information. Please be sure to send them
back if you haven’t already as your involvement is paramount
to a successful Sisterhood and sweet Oneg Shabbats. 

Child Care for High Holy Days will once again be
provided thanks to a generous donation and sponsored by
Sisterhood. NO WALKǦINS WILL BE ACCEPTED. YOU MUST
SIGN YOUR CHILD UP IN ADVANCE. Please watch for child care
registration information. 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

*August 13: Meet us at the AJCC Pool to swim and
learn more about the program. 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
August 27: TBE 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
September 17: TBE
*October 29: AJCC Day of Learning
November 19: TBE
December 17: TBE
January 21: HA
*February 11: AJCC Mitzvah Day
February 25: TBE Purim Carnival
March 25: HA
April 22: HA
May 6: AJCC End of the Year Celebration
w/ TBE & HA!

Please remember to bring non-perishable foods for
Second Harvest Food Bank.
Collection bins are located in the TBE Lobby.
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Temple Beth El Religious School August 2017 Update
By Norma James ̻Ǥ 


Religious School starts Sunday, August 13 at the AJCC Pool — 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Midweek Hebrew begins Wednesday, August 23 — 4:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m.


This is going to be a GREAT year at Temple Beth El Religious School! We have a wonderful handsǦon ISJL curriculum, an
outstanding staff who love children, teens, and Jewish education, and an amazing new rabbi who cannot wait to add his
energy to our school. Come and see for yourself. Our weekly Sunday program is for fourǦǦolds through 10 graders. 
We want your child in our school! 


Welcome Rabbi Erin Boxt! 
Hang onto your hats folks! There’s a new rabbi in town. Rabbi Boxt will be jumping into our religious school with both feet. 
students had an opportunity to meet Rabbi Erin during his visit last spring, and they loved getting to know him. Rabbi Erin
understands the importance of making learning a creative, energetic experience for all. He has been active in Jewish camping
programs since being a camper himself. The same experiences that make camp fun can add a new twist to our own program. In
addition to Rabbi Erin and his wife Batya, our students will enjoy getting to know 6 grader Carlie, twoǦǦold Danika, and
baby Akivah. We look forward to exciting times ahead.


Make a splash at the AJCC Pool on our irst day of Religious School, August 13
Yes, we are still doing TBE registration on the 3irst day! Instead of the same old opening, we are having our 3irst day at the AJCC
Pool, located at 6800 Deane Hill Drive, from 10:00 a.m.Ǧ1:00 p.m. Every parent will be expected to come in with your child and
complete our registration forms. Rabbi Boxt and his family will be there to meet everyone. While our students swim, we will h
an informal parent meeting with Norma and Rabbi Boxt. To add to the fun, we will share the pool with the students, staff, and
parents of Heska Amuna Synagogue. Our teen class will lead some fun pool games and we will have a dairy lunch. Watch for more
information in emails from Norma. 


Making strides with Midweek Hebrew
I was thrilled with the amazing progress our students made in Hebrew last year. There is a huge difference in learning for th
students who come on Wednesdays. Our students really felt great about all the prayers they learned by the end of the year. Toǡ
Deborah, and Norma had a great time with the students. This year I want to continue my goal of Hebrew without tears. While our
younger grades are learning beginning Hebrew, our older grades are mastering the reading and chanting of prayers in the
Shabbat morning service in preparation for B’nei Mitzvah. I was thrilled with the attitude and effort made by my older studenǤ 
I found that they were ready to lead the service when it came time for their own Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Deborah’s class was amazing.
They loved to join the older class to chant the Daily Miracles and the V’ahaftah. This topǦnotch group will be even more prepared
as they begin their classes this fall. Tory’s students had a blast learning the early prayers and blessings. I can’t wait to  what
they accomplish this year. In addition to Sunday classes, Midweek Hebrew classes will be 4:30Ǧ6:00 every Wednesday. Please contact
Norma if you have a scheduling con3lict.


Mazel Tov to Leo Pollock for becoming Bar Mitzvah Saturday morning, August 26 at 10:30 a.m. 
Leo follows in his sister Sophie’s footsteps, as he is called to Torah. Leo is the son of Howard and Janice Pollock, who hope u
will attend Leo’s service. Leo’s Torah coach is his father and TBE president, Howard Pollock. Leo has worked hard to prepare 
this important life cycle event. This will be our 3irst Bar
Mitzvah conducted by our new rabbi. We hope everyone
Big Changes are Coming
will attend and support Leo and the Pollock family.


What’s new for 2017 from the ISJL? 
This year Rabbi Boxt joined Norma James at the June ISJL
Educator Conference in Jackson, Mississippi. 
This was a wonderful way to introduce Rabbi to the ISJL
organization, including its amazing curriculum. This was
another exemplary conference with countless new ideas
for programming. Best of all Norma and Rabbi Boxt had an
opportunity to plan together in preparation for what will
be our best year of religious school ever! 


We love our Sisterhood! THANK YOU! 
We received another $500 donation from our Temple Beth
El Sisterhood to be used toward more technology. Our
school is fortunate to receive this yearly donation that
allows us to purchase special items for our students.

for Our Torah Tots!
 This year Temple Beth El and Heska Amuna are combining
Torah Tots and Gan K'tan into a brand new early learning
program called ̵ , which is Hebrew for "." We
will meet 10:00Ǧ11:30 a.m. monthly at Temple Beth El for the
fall semester and at Heska Amuna for the spring semester.
 Anna IroffǦBailey will teach this new program, which will
include stories, crafts, music with Norma or Lev, and a visit from
the rabbi. This early learning opportunity is offered at no charge
to all children four and under who are not already in our weekly
PreK/Kindergarten program. Temple af3iliation is not required.
A parent or grandparent must attend with your child. This is a
great way to engage your child in the joy of Judaism and an
opportunity for young families to mingle b'yachad, together!
 You can ind a list of 2017Ǧ2018 B’yachad program 
dates on page 4. We hope you’ll join us!
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Contributions to Temple Beth El Funds
Donations listed were received as of June 23, 2017
CLARENCE STRASBURGER 
MUSIC FUND
In loving memory of my dad, C. Clarence

By: Nancy Jane Richer

ERMA GERSON COMMUNITY FUND
In memory of Orland Porter, Jr.
By: Bernice Gerson

GENERAL FUND 
In memory of Gussie Potter
By: Ivan Brody
In loving memory of Margot Beverly

By: Leonard, Alan, David, July and 
many grandchildren
In memory of Doba Zolotovskaya
By: Maria Shusterman
In memory of Ron Young
By: Kathy Young
Donation by: Beau Wadsworth

HERMINA BEILER FLORAL FUND
In memory of Orland Porter, Jr.
By: Honerlin Del Moro



MARX FAMILY EDUCATION FUND
In memory of Albert Eisenstadt
By: Michael Eisenstadt and 
Mary Beth Leibowitz
In memory of Harry Marx
By: Ursula Marx
In memory of Paula Zatlin
By: Joani and Wilbur Wilson

PRESERVATION FUND
In memory of Lillian Pomerantz
By: Ken and Phyllis Hirsh
In memory of Helen Nisenshal
By: Harvey and Judith Kaufman
In memory of Esther Margolina
By: Ilya and Bella Safro

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of Joice Brown, Ben Brown &
Lowell Nisely
By: Jeffrey and Tamara Brown
In memory of Harold Zimmerman
By: Louis Gross and Marilyn Kallet
In memory of Pat Zivi
By: Rick and Nancy Zivi
Donation by: Taos Jewish Center

Rabbi Erin Boxt
rabbiboxt@tbeknox.org
Howard Pollock, President
president@tbeknox.org
Norma James,
Religious School Director
normajames@tbeknox.org
Tina Fleeman
Temple Beth El Office Staff
secretary@tbeknox.org
TBE Office Phone:
(865) 524-3521 Fax: (865) 525-6030
Temple Office Hours:
Monday – Friday:
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Our Mission
To inspire individuals to know, live, and shape our Jewish legacy.
In fulfilling our mission, we value our place in the chain of
traditions, the diversity of those who seek to join us in
our venture, and the kindness essential to a sacred
community.
www.tbeknox.org

BOOK REVIEW: THE TBE HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL BOOKSHELF
The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah. St. Martin’s Press, New York.


The Nightingale is an epic novel of love and war which spans the secret lives of those who live in a
small French town from 1939 to the present. Vianne and Isabelle Rossignol have always been close
despite their differences. Younger, bolder sister Isabelle lives in Paris while Vianne lives a quiet and
content life in the countryside with her husband Antoine and their daughter. When Germany starts 
World War II, Antoine is sent off to 3ight, and Isabelle's father sends her to help her older sister cope. As
the occupation oppresses, it is not only the sisters' relationship that is tested, but also their strength and
their individual senses of right and wrong. Their life changes in unbelievably horri3ic ways; they each
separately have to face frightening situations; they respond with bravery in ways they never would have
thought possible. Hannah's novel, vivid in its illumination of a time and place that were 3illed with great
monstrosities, shows the triumph of love, the resilience of the human spirit, and the durability and strength of women over the
barbarous conduct of German monsters and the abject subservience of active and passive collaborators. 
Folks, this book MUST be read by all alive today! After I read this moving novel, I Henry Fribourg, a Shoah escapee, an
immigrant, an American citizen since 1951, and a disabled Korean War veteran, wrote the author:
“You really got to me! I actually wept several times as I read your book. How could you so well understand the feelings of
these two sister heroines, but also of Jewish boys like me, and the other persons of whom you write. What insight you have, j
from reading research Ȃ I could not believe you had not been there, like I was! Born in 1929, I was on the roads with my pregnant
mother and younger sister in a borrowed car during the French Exodus, cutting thru the countryside by dead reckoning to avoid
roadblocks; I was strafed three times by a glorious Messerschmidt 109 Teutonic warrior. My father, a 39ǦǦold successful
businessman, was mobilized into horseǦdrawn artillery to shovel horse shit, the obsolete 75mm cannon shells bounced off the
Panzer tanks, he ended up walking from Amiens to Corrè ze in 14 days to avoid becoming a Jewish POW. My sister and I waited in
line for food and soap. I was expelled from school for the crime of being Jewish. My parents eventually bribed enough people in
Portugal, Cuba, France, and Morocco so that we could escape in January 1942 to Havana, one week before it would have become
impossible. From the bottom of my heart, I thank you for this soǦinsightful recounting of the triumph of love over (German)
Ǥǳ
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A u g u s t 2 017
Sun

Mon

Tue

1Tish’a B’Av
AJCC Preschool 6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
closed July 316p Executive mtg-TBE
August 4 for teacher
in-service training.

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

Noon-1p Rabbi’s Brown
Bag Midrash-HA
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7-8p Talmud Study-HA

7a Morning Minyan-HA
11a Adult Ed/Torah
Study-TBE
1-3p AJCC Preschool
Parent OrientationAJCC
7:30-9p Israeli DancingAJCC Gym

4:45p JFS Shabbat
Service-Sherrill Hills
7p Shabbat Guitar Service
followed by Library Gallery
Art Show-TBE

9:30a-noon Shabbat Service
-HA
9:30a Shabbat ServiceJCOR

6

7

9

10

11

12

9:30a minyan-HA
Noon-3p Pickleball-Gym
2p BBG Elections-AJCC
BBYO Room

7a Morning Minyan-HA 6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
First day of school-KJDS 6:30p Board mtg-TBE
First day of school-AJCC
Preschool
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym

Noon-1p Rabbi’s Brown
Bag Midrash-HA
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7-8p Talmud Study-HA

7a Morning Minyan-HA
11a Adult Ed/Torah
Study-TBE
7:30-9p Israeli DancingAJCC Gym

5-8p Community-wide
Friday Night Chill
Dinner & ServiceAJCC Pool

9:30a-noon Shabbat Service
--HA
9:30a Shabbat ServiceJCOR

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

9:30a minyan-HA
10a –1p First Day of
Religious School for
both TBE & HAFamilies meet at AJCC
Pool
Noon-3p Pickleball-Gym
1p Hadassah Mission
Trip to Cuba ReceptionAJCC Orwitz Rm

7a Morning Minyan-HA
12:30-1:30p AJCC
Preschool Bet 2 Parent
Lunch-AJCC
6-7p KJA Exec CommAJCC Orwitz Rm
7:15p KJA Board mtgAJCC Orwitz Rm
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym

11:45a KJCFF Board
mtg-AJCC Orwitz Rm
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7:30p Hadassah Book
Group-Big Little LiesBarnes & Noble

Noon-1p Rabbi’s Brown
Bag Midrash-HA
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7-8p Talmud Study-HA

7a Morning Minyan-HA
11a Adult Ed/Torah
Study-TBE
12:30-1:30p AJCC
Preschool Dalet Parent
Lunch-AJCC
7:30-9p Israeli DancingAJCC Gym

1p Men’s Lunch-JCOR
6:30p Sisterhood Shabbat
& Potluck-JCOR
7p Shabbat -TBE

9:30a-noon Shabbat Service
--HA
9:30a Shabbat ServiceJCOR
7p AEPi House Dedication
-1848 Fraternity Park

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

9:30a minyan-HA
Noon-3p Pickleball-Gym
4-5:30p Gathering for
Good: Welcome WagonAJCC Orwiitz Rm

7a Morning Minyan-HA
12:30-1:30p AJCC
Preschool Gimel Parent
Lunch-AJCC
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym

3:30-4:40p East Tenn
Civil Rights Working
Group-AJCC Orwitz Rm
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7p Moms Spa Night OutAJCC Orwitz Room

Noon-1p Rabbi’s Brown
Bag Midrash-HA
4:30p 1st day Mid-Week
Hebrew-TBE
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7-8p Talmud Study-HA

7a Morning Minyan-HA 5-7p UTK Hillel Shabbat11a Adult Ed/Torah
AJCC Pool
Study-TBE
7p Shabbat -TBE
7:30-9p Israeli DancingAJCC Gym

27

28

29

30

31

6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7:30p Israeli Dance
Workshop w/ Ruthy
Slann-AJCC Gym

Noon-1p Rabbi’s Brown
Bag Midrash-HA
4:30p Mid-Week Hebrew
-TBE
6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
7-8p Talmud Study-HA

7a Morning Minyan-HA
11a Adult Ed/Torah
Study-TBE
7:30p Share Your
Dream mtg-AJCC
Orwitz Rm
7:30-9p Israeli DancingAJCC Gym

9:30a minyan-HA
7a Morning Minyan-HA
Noon-3p Pickleball-Gym 6-9:30p Fencing-Gym
3-4:30p KJA Kick Off
and Float Party for
Jewish middle school &
high school teens &
parents-AJCC Pool

8

Wed

Summer Supper at the AJCC
Sunday, September 10 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Catered by chefs Ben and Amy Willis-Becker
• Delicious ala carte items
• Farm to table fresh!
• Dine in or take home
• Rain or shine!

9:30a-noon Shabbat Service
--HA
9:30a Shabbat ServiceJCOR
10:30a Shabbat Service/
Leo Pollock Bar MitzvahTBE

Middle School and High School
Teens and Parents
are invited to enjoy the AJCC Pool
and learn about Jewish programs
and activities on
Sunday, August 27
See page 8 for details.

AJCC Pool Closing Day
Sunday, September 10
1:00-7:00 p.m.
Enjoy one more day of pool-time fun, pool
games for kids, pop-up food, and more!
Subscribe to KJA Happenings email
(office@jewishknoxville.org and “Like Knoxville Jewish
Alliance” on Facebook for dates, menus, and updates!
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Weinstein BBG
By Arielle Rosen

The girls of Gert Weinstein BBG ended
the year with our annual life program
where we say goodbye and thank seniors
Stephanie Goldfeld, Nora Khaddouma and
Elena Reineri for all that they have done
for our chapter. 

Two members attended summer
programs. Chapter President Lily Sitver
attended two International Leadership
Training Conferences. Cotton States
Regional VP Arielle Rosen traveled to
BBYO’s International Leadership Seminar
in Israel. 

We are excited about our new
members and the upcoming year. Our 3irst
Regional convention will take place
September 15Ǧ17 in Nashville, followed
by New Member Weekend (only open to
freshman/new members) October 27Ǧ29
located at a camp outside of Birmingham. 

The Knoxville Jewish Alliance invites all Jewish middle and high school
age students and their parents to a
KICK OFF EVENT AND FLOAT PARTY
hosted by Martha Iroff
Sunday, August 27, 3:00-4:30 p.m.
AJCC Pool (rain plan: AJCC Gym)
6800 Deane Hill Drive, Knoxville
Please join us to learn about the diverse programs available
for our Jewish middle and high school students.
All community options will be represented, including
educational, social, cultural and philanthropic opportunities.
Parents are encouraged to attend to understand how these
options relate to each other, and to meet those organizing and
implementing these programs.
We will provide the float refreshments – feel free to bring your
favorite pool float!
For details or questions, please contact
• Shelly Abrams—Shellylynnrn@aol.com or
• Debbie Abrams-Cohen—abramscohen@yahoo.com

Owen Davis, Destiny Bailey, Jake Javers, and
Jack Abrams enjoy a July 9 BBYO Connect event
at CottonǦEyed Joe’s.

Knoxville Jewish Community Happenings  August 2017

9

UT Professor Authors Timely
Books on Solar Eclipses



Talk about timely topics! UT Professor Mark
Littmann recently published Totality: The Great
American Eclipses of 2017 and 2024, a book for the
general public (Fred Espenak, coǦauthor) and Eclipse
Ͷͷͽ, a book for students ages 8Ǧ14. (You can 3ind
them at Barnes and Noble, Amazon, and other booksellers.)

Littmann, a professor of journalism and electronic media, holds the
Julia G. and Alfred G. Hill Chair of Excellence in Science, Technology, and
Medical Writing. He is also the CCI Board of Visitors Professor.

AEPi Fraternity Excited to Acquire
House on UT’s Fraternity Row
 UTK’s Alpha Epsilon Pi fraternity brothers are
looking forward to moving into an on campus
house located at 1848 Fraternity Row. The chapter
reactivated in 2015Ǧ16 academic year. The brothers
will hold a dedication August 19 at 7:00 p.m. The
community is invited.

Please contact AEPi President Benji Ballin at
bballin@vols.utk.edu with questions.



Tips for Safely Observing the Total Eclipse

First, mark the date: August 21, 2017. That’s
when a total eclipse of the Sun returns to the United
States. A total solar eclipse is rare. Only about 1 in
100,000 people has seen a total eclipse of the Sun. Wait
for a total eclipse to visit you and you’ll be waiting on
average 375 years. Only half the American population
was alive when the last total eclipse visited the continental United States
(1979), and that eclipse touched only a few states in the Northwest in
winter and was invisible to most because of cloudy skies. 

This eclipse will start out in the Paci3ic Ocean and crosses no land
before it reaches the United States. It then traverses the country
diagonally from northwest to southeast for 2,500 miles. About 
275 million Americans lie within a day's drive of the its path. Once this
eclipse leaves the United States and sets out over the Atlantic, its totality
will not touch land again.

Downtown Knoxville will experience a 99%  eclipse. Seeing a
 eclipse of the Sun, even a 99% partial, instead of  eclipse, is
like going to a performance of  and standing in the lobby. 
You sense the excitement but you have missed the main event.
To see the total eclipse, people need to place themselves well inside
the 70ǦǦwide path of totality by driving toward Crossville, Kingston,
Dayton, or Farragut (a few miles farther southwest would be better),
Lenoir City, Athens, Vonore or Madisonville. If they do, they will see the
Sun in total eclipse for 2 or 2Ǧ1/2 minutes.
Viewing a total eclipse of the Sun does NOT require a
telescope, binoculars, a camera, or a video recorder. The
only equipment necessary is a solar >ilterǦǦoften sold in
cardboard frames that can be worn like eyeglasses. 
They are inexpensive. 
Safety precautions are common sense: You wouldn't stare at the Sun
on an ordinary day without a special solar 3ilter. It's too bright.
Sunglasses are inadequate. Even during the partial phases leading up to
totality, the Sun must be viewed through solar 3ilters (made of black
polymer). However, during the total phase of the eclipse, no ilter is
 because the dazzling bright disk of the Sun is covered by the Moon,
leaving the corona (the outer atmosphere of the Sun) and prominences
(magnetic storms in the Sun’s atmosphere) visible. The corona and the
prominences are never seen except during a total eclipse. And they are
always different. They never repeat. 
Special thanks to Dr. Mark Littmann for writing this eclipse primer for Ha’Kol.

The AJCC & the Knoxville Israeli Dancers present

THE 21ST ANNUAL
ISRAELI DANCE WORKSHOP
featuring Ruthy Slann

Tuesday, August 29

6-9 p.m.

Arnstein Jewish Community Center
AJCC Members: $10.00
Non-members: $13.00
Students: $5.00

Dances are taught in great detail.
Easy to learn for beginners or experienced
dancers. Let’s dance!
Questions: Call Fay at (865) 384-3872
or email faheetagal@icloud.com

Suzy Snoops
Ha’Kol welcomes your good news. Please send
information to jyork@jewishknoxville.org or to the
Ha’Kol newsletter, c/o Knoxville Jewish Alliance,
6800 Deane Hill Drive, Knoxville, TN 37919.


 Mazel tov to Jason and Staci Messing on the
birth of daughter, Aaliyah Parker Messing!
Jason is the son of Patrick and Nora Messing
and the grandson of Helene and George
Ǥ
 Mazal Tov to Meredith and Bradley Holtz, on
the birth of Russell Howard Holtz. Proud
grandparents Mitch and Margy Goldman join
uncles Mischa, Matthew, and Marshall in
welcoming their new family member.

9 Av
Av -- 9
9 Elul
Elul 5777
5777
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The Year That Was, and the Year to Come
By Rabbi Alon C. Ferency


This year has been a blast! We’ve shared a few 3irsts:
The Diane and Guilford Glazer Fellowship turned last
year’s budget de3icit into a surplus Ȃ thanks to all of you
who log volunteer time, whether it’s one hour or a
hundred (ǤǤȀ). You may notice the
music in the building when you walk in Ȃ be sure to
thank Trudy Dreyer, the Sylvia Robinson Fund, and
Marilyn Burnett! Marilyn and Pat Rosenberg are helping
to create a playǦspace in our courtyard, to make our
community and Shabbat more kidǦfriendly. We’re
engaging with Justice Knox to bring community
mobilization to the Synagogue. 
Rosh HaShannah and Yom Kippur ushered in 5777 in splendid fashion.  raising
at the  and at my house were big team efforts, concluding with whiskey and cigars.
For , over two dozen people of all ages came out for Sushi and Star Wars. We
got to have two  readings on Purim Ȃ in the evening for adults, and in the
morning for families. Our  had contagious joy, thanks to our donors: Debbie and
Irwin Gordon, Alan Solomon and Andrea Cartwright, and Evelyn and Steve Oberman.
 was new and exciting, and we all learned a lot and laughed a lot at the lineup.
Shabbat worship just keeps getting better! We expanded the Worship Lab. and our
Chapel Service so that there’s something for everybody each month.
Of course, each year has it sadnesses and joys for our community. Along with death
and illness, we’ve made two new Jews and welcomed them to our community, and
celebrated two britot milah (hey, I can’t have  the kids). I’ve come out to your homes to
celebrate a 3irst  and Channukat HaBayit, and we celebrated an Auf Ruf this
Spring. This year, we invited our brethren at Temple for  , shared a joint Cemetery
service, our schools buried Genizah materials in the Old Jewish Cemetery, and our
congregations spent two Kabbalat Shabbat services in each other’s place of worship. 
If you haven’t checked out our educational offerings, what’s stopping you?! Come to
learn and make friends. Judaism 101 is bringing in record enrollment. The reǦbooted
Prophets Come Alive and Brown Bag Bet Midrash are like “preventative maintenance for
your neshamah ȏȐǤ” Or, drop by our religious school on Wednesday afternoons, to
learn how to read and sing trope, with Torah for All Ages. 
I’m proud of a few personal achievements, too. Together with other pastors, United
Way started the Faith Cabinet. I got a certi3icate from U.T.K. Haslam for completing their
Emerging Leaders Program, and I’ve seen my 3irst book publications this year Ȃ in
volumes on Birkat Kohanim and Modeh Ani Ȃ excerpts of which I’ve been able to share in
sermons, HaKol, and classes. Plus, I was asked to edit Pirke Avot Lev Shalem, so we have
early access to this newest edition from the Conservative movement during our Bet
Ǥ
Thanks to everyone who made all of these great things possible Ȃ Ǧleaders, other
volunteers, hardǦworking staff and colleagues. God bless us with an even more satisfying
ͷͺǨ

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Rabbi’s Remarks.................10
President’s Comments....11
Sisterhood News.............12
High Holiday Child Care .12
Religious School News...13

Celebrating
Our Volunteers:
Yasher Koachem!


 Thank you to all of our
Glazer Fellows who
contributed their “sweat
equity” this year. We are
delighted to share our
results of the irst year of
our Diane and Guilford
Glazer Fellowship. Accepting
volunteer efforts beginning
in May 2016, we oficially
launched the program over
the High Holidays 5777. 


Article continued on page 11
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From Kinot to Kallah
By Mary Ann Merrell, Heska Amuna Synagogue President


My husband Bryan and I once sent our daughter Jennye a care package that included late night snacks when she was at Camp
Ramah Darom. Unfortunately, it ended up being delivered on Tisha B’Av which is also one of the four fasting days that marks the
destruction of the temple. She reminds me of this often.
If you have never attended services on Tisha B’Av, I encourage you to consider this quiet and contemplative holiday that
marks pivotal moments in the history of the Jewish people. Traditionally, this holiday commemorated the destruction of the
temple, not once, but twice on the same day, this ninth day in the month of Av. But
especially with the destruction of the second temple, it also marked the beginning of galut
Ǧ our Exile. Not surprisingly, the idea of “exile” is interpreted in many ways. On one hand it
can be viewed in the context of a metaphysical or political exile; an equally common view
is one of being cast out of Jerusalem thus representing our physical exile. 
Our short service commemorating Tisha B’Av will begin at sundown on ǡ
July 31 at 8:45 p.m. (And yes, I really do mean short Ȃ as in 45 minutes). The majority of
the service is devoted to chanting the Book of Eicha (Lamentations); the hauntingly
sorrowful Eicha trope evokes a similar beauty to when Gilya Schmidt davens Ne’ilah as the
sun sets on Yom Kippur. The service also includes mournful  (dirges) which will be
played by clarinetist David Floyd for us this year. 
In direct contrast to our rituals surrounding Tisha B’Av, the congregational Kallah
retreat is designed to be an entire weekend 3illed with a joyful, musicallyǦinspired,
relaxing, and simply fun celebration of Shabbat. Join us November 10Ǧ12 at Cumberland
David Floyd
Falls State Park, just over the state line in Kentucky. Think of it as going to a bar mitzvah but
you don’t have to buy a present, you don’t have to take dressǦup clothes, and no one is going to make you do anything you don’t
want to do the whole weekend long. (But not to worry, you will still get a cool hospitality bag when you check in). We have a eat
team of people working hard to create Shabbat services and a variety of programs for EVERYONE to enjoy; this team includes
Rabbi Ferency and Nancy Becker, Bernard Bendriem, Rachel Bonano, Josh and Kim Hedrick, Sandy Parker, and David and Bella
Wolitz. If you have any program ideas, be sure to let one of them know. 
Children under the age of 18 that are sharing a room with a parent or grandǦparent will be able to attend at no cost thanks to
the gracious support of the Sturm family and the Bradley Sturm Memorial Fund. And because the Kallah is partially underwritten
by our grant with the Kallah Project, the cost of each adult is subsidized $80, thus making this getaway less costly than stag
home most weekends. See the Kallah registration form on pages 14Ǧ15 in this edition of ǯ for additional details or go online
to register at ǤǤ. Our space is limited so please register now. Ǧbird rates end August 31.
The goal of all of our congregation’s committees is ultimately to provide a full slate of ways in which we can nurture
meaningful experiences that interweave ritual and community for each of you. Celebrate with us. Please join us for both of th
holidays (and, of course, the myriad of programs and services inǦbetween). We look forward to seeing you there.

Celebrating Volunteers continued from page 10


Our Heska Amuna community stepped up to the challenge Ȅlogging more than twice the number of hours needed for the
3irst year in only four months. Through each public service provided, your volunteer work was “paid” to the synagogue from the
Glazer Fund at a rate of $18/hour. Volunteer time was spent serving our congregation, the local Jewish community, and other
local, national, or international nonpro3it organizations.

Where We Served. Volunteers were of all ages: from elementary and our highǦschoolers to our seniors. Volunteers worked in
the Synagogue, in the broader Jewish community, and also for some amazing organizations such as: Children’s Hospital, Helen
Ross McNabb, NAAMI, and other health care providers; the Library, the Opera, the Art Museum, WUOT, and other arts
organizations; political causes; The American Red Cross, The Boys and Girls Club, East Tennessee Foundation, the Family Justice
Center and the UT Legal Aid Clinic, The VA, Zoo Knoxville, the YWCA, and Second Harvest Food Bank.

From May 2016 through December 2016, nearly 100 members and friends logged a total of more than 2,750 hours of which
805 of these hours were served directly to Heska Amuna Synagogue, 752.5 hours were served to other Jewish organizations, and
1,196 hours were served at other nonǦpro3it organizations. And although we reached our goal for the Glazer Foundation quickly
in our 3irst year, please continue to post your volunteer efforts; this program is a 365ǦǦǦyear opportunity. We encourage you
to continue to log in your hours so that we can fully recognize the work we collectively do to support our community. Post y
hours online at ǤǤ or call the of3ice to add your volunteer hours. 

Stay tuned for exciting news about The Glazer Fellowship 5778! 
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The Secret Is Out.<



Women’s League (formerly Sisterhood) and Heska Amuna Religious School is offering quality educational (and fun)
programs during Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur for children of all ages. Once again we will have Minyan Katan (ages 6Ǧand
under) and Junior Congregation Services (7Ǧand up) in the Robinson Chapel for our children on Rosh Hashanah Day 1 and Day 2
as well as Yom Kippur. Immediately following Minyan Katan and Junior Congregation services, we will have High Holiday
children's workshops and activities including crafts, interactive story telling, creative Tashlich, snacks, and a healthy lun Ǥ
Please remember, there will also be child care available, too. Thanks to our Women's League, there is no cost for these
programs but registration is required. 

Heska Amuna Synagogue &
Temple Beth El
Religious Schools
are opening the school year with a

5778 High Holidays Workshop
& Child Care Registration Form
All of us at Heska Amuna Synagogue look forward to
seeing you and your family during the High Holidays. This
year we are offering High Holiday Educational Workshops
and Child Care during the services as follows:






Rosh Hashanah Day 1: Thursday, September 21, 10:00 - 1:00
Rosh Hashanah Day 2: Friday, September 22, 10:00 - 1:00
Kol Nidrei: Friday, September 29, 6:00 – 8:00
Yom Kippur: Saturday, September 30, 10:00 – 1:00
Neilah: Saturday, September 30, 5:30 – 8:00

POOL PARTY
Please join us on

Sunday, August 13
10:00 a.m.– 1:00 p.m.

PLEASE PRINT NEATLY

Child’s Name and Age

AJCC Pool
6800 Deane Hill Drive

____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name
____________________________________________

♦
♦

Address
____________________________________________

♦

Meet friends and make new ones!
Meet your teachers!
Help our schools welcome Rabbi Erin
Boxt and his family to Knoxville.

Phone Number
____________________________________________
Email Address

Families with last names beginning with
A-L please bring drinks and cups
M-Z please bring desserts

____________________________________________
Food Allergies and any important medical information
(Parent or Guardian must provide and administer all
medications):

Please RSVP to
Heska Amuna: morahbetty@heskaamuna.org
Temple Beth El: normajames@tbeknox.org
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What’s Up at Heska Amuna Religious School?
By Betty Golub, Director of Youth and Family Programming 


Welcome to the 5778 School Year. I would like to introduce you to the Hebrew word – ִהנֵנִי
Hineini Ǧ Here I am. It's a very special word in our tradition. This is the word our ancestors used to
reply to God. Every parent, every student and every teacher will be joining together to welcome in the
new School Year and jointly say jointly -  ִהנֵנִיHere I am. 
This year will be 3illed with many opportunities for learning for our students and their
parents including celebrating Israel’s 70 Birthday. New this year will be Shabbat School on several
Friday evenings throughout the year. We will welcome Shabbat with dinner, classes and studentǦled
 Ǥ
Classes will begin on August 20 at 9:30 a.m. with the opening of School followed by a brunch.
Beginning August 23, children in grades 2Ǧ7 will also attend on Wednesday’s from 4:00 p.m. Ȃ 6:30 p.m. (And don’t forget our
annual Pool Party at the AJCC on August 13 with our friends from Temple BethǦǨȌ
On August 6, our teachers will join with the faculties of B’Nai Zion of Chattanooga and B’Nai Sholom of Bristol to study and rn
together at Heska Amuna Synagogue. Our Torah Lishmah Conference will give our teachers an opportunity to choose course
offerings throughout the morning. We will focus on the 21 century learner with classes on technology, te3illah, and Bible. 
I would like to introduce our outstanding Faculty for this year. They are: Anna Iroff Ǧ Gan K’Tan, Martha Iroff Ǧ Gan
Gadol (KindergartenǦFirst Grade), Nathan Light Ǧ ʹ Ȃ  Judaic, Adam Rowe Ǧ ʹ Ȃ  Hebrew & Art, Lev Comstock Ǧ Prozdor &
Music, Rabbi Ferency Ȃ Trope. 
Each month I will highlight a member of our staff who will share with you their plans for the coming year. Please meet: 
Martha Iroff: “I am looking forward to sharing exciting activities, projects, and discussions with the students as we
increase our knowledge of Bible Stories, Hebrew and Holidays. We will meetmornings for fun, snacks and time together.
This year we will meet some evenings to have a short service and dinner together.”
Nathan Light:“This year we are looking forward to teaching our students about our shared homeland, Israel, in a
nuanced and age appropriate new curriculum that will culminate in an end of the year program for the whole community. In
addition, we will be studying about what makes our community holy, what brings us together as Jews, and what ties us to the
land of Israel. We hope to build on the values we learned last year, helping our students to develop as they continue to grow  an
ever changing world. This should be a great year, 3illed with exciting new learning and lots of fun!” 

Please join us for the opening of the

2017-2018 School Year
Heska Amuna Synagogue
Sunday, August 20
9:30 a.m.
Gan K’Tan – Prozdor (Preschool to Teens)
Meet the teachers
Our annual Opening Day Brunch
will follow class
For more information, contact Betty Golub
at morahbetty@heskaamuna.org
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Contributions from Caring People
Donations received as of June 13, 2017
Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Tillie Slovis

Esther Webster
In memory of Francis and Robert Sabler
and Melvin Nagler

Stephen and Rosalie Nagler
In memory of Albert Eisenstadt

Mary Beth Leibowitz and Michael


In memory of David Bendriem

Barbara and Bernard Bernstein
In memory of Joseph Green and Joseph


Jeffery and Anita Miller
In memory of Fannie Russler 
and Sarah Gershek


Nicole Russler
In memory of Walt Zobel 

Tommy Hahn

General Fund

Rachel Bonano

Barb Levin and Josh Gettinger

Kiddush Fund

Jeannie Bobroff

Dahlia Smith

Change for the Future

Marilyn Abrams

Rabbi Alon C. Ferency
Ǧmail: rabbi.ferency@heskaamuna.org


Chair of the Board
Ken Brown
Ǧmail: hachair@heskaamuna.org


Mary Ann Merrell
Ǧmail: hapresident@heskaamuna.org


Youth and Family Programming 
 
Betty Golub
Ǧmail: morahbetty@heskaamuna.org


Sisterhood:
Collecting Mathilde's Mentionables







Operations and Administrative 
 
Beverly Wilcox
Ǧmail admin@heskaamuna.org


This special project, in cooperation with
Support the Girls, was kicked off at the
Women’s League Convention. We are
collecting new and nearly new bras (must
be washed) of all sizes and types:
nursing, training, mastectomy, sports
bras, white bras, colored bras. The bras
will be given to women in need, homeless
women, women in shelters.

Heska Amuna Synagogue
Ǧmail: admin@heskaamuna.org
Permanent Schedule
Night Services............…...Varies
Morning Service.........9:30 a.m.
Minyan...............................9:30 a.m.
Mon. & Thurs. Minyanim…...….7:00 a.m.


Evening minyanim for members 
can be arranged by contacting the President
one week before.


Here's how you
can participate:
•

•

•

Clean-out-your cabinet to
collect bras to bring to
convention. Ask your friends
and neighbors to help.
Gather those bras that you only
wore briefly because they did
not fit.
Take advantage of the
opportunity to shop – many
discount stores have great bras
at terrific prices.
Donations may be brought to the
Synagogue. Shannon Martindale will
be happy to answer any questions
about the project.

For a list of Heska Amuna’s services,
events, and other information, please visit 
ǤǤ


HDEFG AHIJG SKJGLMLID 
is an af3iliate of United Synagogue.

Hunger Takes
No Breaks
Please remember Heska
Amuna has a Second
Harvest Food Barrel
in the Lobby.
THANK YOU!

Knoxville Jewish Ha’Kol KNOSHVILLE  August 2017

Thank You to All Our Local Jewish Organizations
for making Knoshville 2017
such a successful and fun event
for the greater Knoxville community.
Arnstein Jewish Community Center — Event Host
Heska Amuna Synagogue
Jewish Congregation of Oak Ridge
Temple Beth El
Chabad of Knoxville
Hadassah Knoxville
Knoxville Jewish Day School
Israeli Dancers
Knoxville Jewish Alliance






BBYO: Winick AZA and
Weinstein BBG Chapters
Milton Collins Day Camp
PJ Library
UTK Hillel
YJAK—Youth Jewish Adults of Knoxville

SAVE THE DATE: KNOSHVILLE 2018—May 6, 2018
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Knoxville Jewish Alliance

ǯ
Ha’
Kol
6800 Deane Hill Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  865.690.6343  www.jewishknoxville.org

Community-Wide

FRIDAY
NIGHT CHILL
DINNER & SERVICE
at the AJCC Pool

August 2017
KJA Ha’Kol
Friday Night Chill at AJCC..............18
SHARE YOUR DREAM....19
AJCC Summer Programs..........20-22
AJCC Preschool..............................23
NEW! Kindergartener Program for
Staggered KCS Days......................23

6800 Deane Hill Drive,
Knoxville

Friday, August 11
Bring your lawn chairs and join us
for a joyous Shabbat celebration—rain or shine!
5:30 Tot Shabbat & PJ Library at the Baby Pool
6:00 Kosher BBQ Dinner with veggie option
7:15 Friday Night Chill Service led by
Anna & Jared Iroff-Bailey
(Dinner price includes the use of the AJCC Pool
from 4:00 p.m. until close.)
Dinner cost for reservations made by August 8
• AJCC Members: $7 person; $25 family cap
• Non-members: $10 person; $36 family cap
Dinner cost at door: $12 person, $40 family cap

The Knoxville Jewish Alliance has
purchased a block of 50 tickets to the
Beck Cultural Center showing of the
documentary, The Uncomfortable
, a 3ilm about open and honest
dialogue on race and society. 


This event will be at the Tennessee
 on Tuesday, August 8 
at 7:00 p.m.


  are $10/person and can be
purchased by calling us at: 
(865) 690Ǧ6343 or via email to
of3ice@jewishknoxville.org

No cost to attend Shabbat service only. All are welcome!

Please let us know you’re coming by contacting
office@jewishknoxville.org or (865) 690-6343.

The AJCC Pool is the perfect place for
Nan and Alan Krichinsky to entertain
grandchildren Zvi and Liv Krichinsky.

Knoxville Jewish Ha’Kol  August 2017
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Share Your Dream:
Imagining Our Jewish Future
By Deborah Oleshansky, KJA Executive Director



Each week at the AJCC we receive newspapers from Jewish communities
across the country. As I look through them, I realize we are doing as much or
more than many other communities with larger populations, infrastructure, and
fund raising dollars. As I travel to national and international gatherings of Jewish
communities, other leaders are constantly amazed at how much we do given our
relatively small resources. By many standards, we are a treasure of Jewish life
here in east Tennessee. We truly are small but mighty!

Much of what we do locally relies on the generosity of those who contribute
to the KJA annual fundraising campaign. These dollars support the AJCC building
and everything we do here including preschool, camp, Jewish Family Service programs which serves all in need including our
senior adults, and a variety of social justice programs, services for college students and senior adults, and home for our lo 
BBYO Chapters BBG and AZA and Hadassah Knoxville.

We may not always agree on everything, but if you are reading this I know you care about Jewish life in our community. Like
every other Jewish community, we face some challenges and we may not always agree. Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks teaches, “It is
the people not like us who make us grow…we can disagree strongly and still stay friends.” 

Through our Share your Dream: Planning our Jewish Future we are endeavoring to connect with all diverse Jewish voices,
and hope to connect with some new voices that may not have previously been engaged. I have had the honor and pleasure of
attending all of the convening groups, Venue Development, Marketing and Branding, and Moving to We collaboration, and the
energy, enthusiasm, dedication and creative spirit in these groups has exceeded any expectation we may have had when beginning
this process.
Thank you to our group conveners:Chip Rayman, Stephanie Kodish, and Mary Linda
Schwarzbart and to KJA Campaign Chair Jake Cone for all they have already done and
Special Thanks
continue to do for this process.
to Joe and

If you have not already engaged, please consider sharing your thoughts and dreams with
Charlene
ǡ The next full community meeting with be August 31. Please join us.

Olenik

Community Welcome. Please Join Us! Share Your Dream Meeting
Thursday, August 31 — 7:00-8:30 p.m. — AJCC Orwitz Room

for donating a
new refrigerator
to the Arnstein
Jewish
Community
Center.


If you can not join us for this meeting, we still welcome your input. Please email Deborah
Oleshansky at doleshansky@jewishknoxville.org or Jake Cone at Jake@SolvingOrange.com

Support Your Community by Supporting Ha’Kol
Send High Holy Days Greetings to Your Family & Friends!
Deadline: Thursday, August 10
Your purchase of a 2017 High Holy Days greeting supports our community’s ǯ
community newsletter, enabling us to share news and events of EIGHT area Jewish
organizations with almost 1,300 families within our East Tennessee community. 


Act today and wish your family and friends a warm, caring High Holy Days 
message. Don’t want to publish a greeting? Then please consider making a contribution 
of $18.00 or more to help cover ǯǯs annual production and mailing costs.
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Visit www.jewishknoxville.org or pick up a form at the AJCC, Heska Amuna, or TBE today.
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AJCC Community Pool Party Attracts a Crowd



Thank you to YJAK chairs, Britt Sturm and Jake Cone, for coordinating the AJCC Community Pool Party on July 2. Everyone
loved the music of Milkshake Fatty and food from the Fried Green Tomatoes food truck and beer from Hexagon Brewery. This
was the 3irst large scale pool party in many years Ȃ and it drew a large, multigenerational crowd. We inaugurated our poolside
bocce ball court, designed and built by MCDC Camp Director Brian DeBolt and MCDC Sports Specialist Blue NAME. (Instructions
are posted next to the court, so please come and play!)

Thank you to Bryan Goldberg and Chip Rayman for help with set up and for overseeing the beer keg Ȃ and to David
Oleshansky for help at the checkǦin table.

Friends enjoy chatting while their children play at the AJCC Pool

The AJCC Pool is the perfect
place on a hot July afternoon
for Sarah Becker, Harry WillisǦ
Becker, and Sarah’s daughter,
Aminata Dembele.

YJAK organizers Britt Sturm and Jake Cone and friends enjoy
the YJAK Pool Party.

Jeff Becker and Jon Shefner catch up
at the YJAK Community Pool Party.
The University Swim Club coaches and friends enjoy
hanging out at the AJCC Pool.

UTK Hillel Welcomes Students with August 25 AJCC Pool Party



Did you know that your KJA contributions helps to provide a Jewish home away from home for
students at UTK? KJA provides on campus Shabbat dinners several times each semester, along with
High Holy Day celebrations, social events, leadership and networking opportunities and more. UTK
Hillel events are open to ALL interested Jewish college students.

OPENING UTK HILLEL EVENT:

AJCC Pool Party — Friday, August 25 —- 5:00-7:00 p.m.
For more information, contact the KJA Office at (865) 690-6343.
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Enjoy
Summertime Fun
at the AJCC Pool
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Join Us at the AJCC for a

S UMMER
SUPPER
Like a food truck without the truck!

Friday-Sunday,
September 8, 9, 10
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Swimming
Pool Games
Bocce Ball
Refreshments
Summer Supper
And more

POOL ADMISSION
AJCC Members: Free

Sunday, September 10
4:00-6:00 p.m. or until we sell out!
Arnstein Jewish Community Center
6800 Deane Hill Drive
No reservations. First come, first serve
*The menu is subject to change and will be determined by what is available
from the market that week. We promise to deliver a variety to please most;
including vegetarian, vegan, gluten-free. Prepared by Chefs Ben and Amy
Willis-Becker. Questions: Check with the chefs at willisbecker@gmail.com

University Swim Club
Swim Team



The University Swim Club
Smokin’ Salmon enjoyed practices and
hosting home meets at the AJCC Pool.

The team would like to salute its
seniors for competing and leading by
example. They include:


♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Keith Gabrielson 
Emma Gilbert
Ben Kredich
Miles Kredich
Lou Moran IV 

The University Swim Club Smokin’ Salmon provides youths ages 5Ǧ18 opportunities to
learn to swim and to compete in summer recreational leagues.
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Summer Camp:
Always the
Most Fun
Under the Sun

Thanks to MCDC Camp Director Brian DeBolt and Blue Hand
for overseeing the building of a bocce ball court adjacent to the
AJCC Pool. Come play! Instructions are next to the court.

One of MCDC’s new specialty camps featured
horseback riding lessons during the mornings,
followed by AJCC fun in the afternoons.

Bob Grimac (above) teaches a
 Ǧmaking class during
Week 7 at MCDC. (Left) Students learn
the science and the art of
craftsmanship in this popular class.

Samantha,
Amy, and Allie
Hull help
prepare dinner
for a MCDC
camp
overnight. The
Hull family
includes two
generations of
MCDC camp
Ǩ

Elli Russotto teaches campers to make
cupcake treats at MCDC. Yum!
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The AJCC Preschool
provides
a warm, nurturing
environment for
children
ages 14 months-5 years.

AJCC Preschool
Honored With Award

AJCC PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, August 3—1:00-4:00 p.m.
All current and prospective students are welcome. Learn about
our programs; meet our teachers; drop off belongings; sign-up for
extra-curricular activities, and more!

AJCC PRESCHOOL FIRST DAY
Monday, August 7
Contact Kristen Cannon, AJCC Preschool Director, psadmin@jewishknoxville.org
or (865) 983-8001 for information.

AJCC Preschool has
earned recognition from
the Knoxville Award
Program which honors
the growth or our school
due to customer service
and community
involvement. This
distinction is a result of
dedicated efforts by our
AJCC Preschool staff
and KJA leadership.

AJCC to Offer Special Program for
Staggered KCS Kindergarteners
Monday August 7 - Friday August 18
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Includes lunch and use of pool

PJ Library August Events


• August 11: PJ Library Goes to Shabbat at the Pool 
• August 16: Sammy Spider Goes Back to School: Picnic in the
Park Ǧ The Cove at Concord Park 4Ǧ5:30 p.m. Pot Luck Dinner
• August 20: Gathering for Good: Welcome Wagon and PJ Library
Grand Opening in the AJCC Orwitz Room 4Ǧ5:30 p.m.

$75 per day - AJCC members
$90 per day - non-members
Minimum registration: 8 of the 10 days
$25 non-refundable registration fee
(applied to total fees)
A minimum of 10 registrants are required by Friday,
July 28 for program availability
Register at: office@jewishknoxville.org
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Friendshippers Programming
Returns Next Month
By Laura Faye Berry, BSSW, Esq., Director


Mark your calendar to join us next month when
Friendshippers programming resumes. 
The Friendshippers group gets together once a
month for lunch and entertainment. Friendshippers
is open to allȄwe don’t check IDs at the door!

V  9, I 7
I D: A 2017
Published 11 times per year by the 
Knoxville Jewish Alliance, Inc. 
6800 Deane Hill Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37919ǦͷͻͶ͵



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13: 
Marilyn Kallet, How to Get Heat Without
Fire: Love Poems for Autumn 
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Past President
Adam Friedman
VP Administration
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VP Campaign
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Marilyn Wohl 
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Community Services
Judith Rosenberg
VP Public Relations
Deborah Oleshansky Executive Director,
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Marilyn Kallet

Sherrill Hills Retirement Community, 
271 Moss Grove Blvd. Knoxville, TN 37922
Dr. Kallet will perform love poems for any age. She is the author of 17
books, including The Love That Moves Me, poetry from Black Widow Press. She
also publishes children's books and translations from the French. She is the
Nancy Moore Goslee Professor of English at UT, where she has taught for 35
years. She also teaches poetry workshops in Auvillar, France. 
The luncheon begins at noon and the program begins at 1:00 p.m. 
Lunch is $8. There is no cost for attending the program alone
For more information, please contact Laura Berry at 
ͼͿͶǦ6343 ext. 18 or LBerry@jewishknoxville.org

The ARNSTEIN JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
is YOUR community’s center. It’s not too late to
become an AJCC member or to make a
donation to the Knoxville Jewish Alliance.
www.jewishknoxville.org




B !# M%! ǦL!
Barbara Bernstein, Renee’ Hyatt,
Stephen Rosen, Ron Sebold




For a list of KJA board members, visit
ǤǤ


KJA Community Contributions

H!’K$% P%  ( S
Deborah Oleshansky, Publisher
Joyce York, Editor and Graphic Designer

Donations received by June 22, 2017
AJCC Pool
In memory of Mindy Goldberg
Joyce York and Michael Messing

Knoxville Jewish Alliance
Rachel Bonano
Frank Lawhead

In honor of Israel Independence Day
AJCC Preschool
Mitchell and Mary Weiss
In honor of ACC Preschool staff
Paul Mareth
Gregory and Rebecca Lane
Bob Grimac
In memory of Barbara Baker
In honor of Mary Beth Leibowitz’
Gregory and Rebecca Lane
of>iciating at the wedding of 
In honor of Rowan Falls’ birthday
Lance and Kelsey
Kasey Sharp, Melissa Rogers, Josh
Harold and Susan Silber
and Julie Beeler, Dr. Coleman
In memory of Bernard Bendriem’s
In honor of Rosalie and Stephen Nagler father, David Bendriem
Stephen and Joni Hirschhaut
Stephen and Kim Rosen

Gordon Brown Youth
Recreation Fund
Adam and Angie Brown

The AJCC Pool staff hosted First Tee youth and
coaches on a hot July afternoon. First Tee is a
youth development program that introduces
the game of golf along with life lessons and
leadership skills.
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Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds
A Supporting Organization of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee
Foundation to preserve and strengthen the Jewish Community of Knoxville

Got $82 Billion?
By Carole H. Martin, KJCFF President


Got $82 billion? I don’t. You don’t. But Jeff Bezos does! This June, the
Amazon founder posted on Twitter asking for advice on where to give
away his billions:
“This tweet is a request for ideas. I’m thinking about a philanthropy
strategy that is the opposite of how I mostly spend my time Ȃ working on
the long term. For philanthropy, I 3ind I’m drawn to the other end of the
spectrum: the right now. As one example, I’m very inspired and moved by
the work done at Mary’s Place here in Seattle. I like longǦterm Ȃ it’s a huge
lever: Blue Origin, Amazon, Washington Post Ȃ all of these are contributing
to society and civilization in their own ways. But I’m thinking I want much
of my philanthropic activity to be helping people in the here and now Ǧ
short term Ǧ at the intersection of urgent need and lasting impact. If you
have ideas, just reply to this tweet with the idea (and if you think this approach is wrong would love to hear that too).”
This Tweet fascinates me. Bezos has already established the Bezos Family Foundation, run by his parents. But now he
intends to step up his philanthropy in a big way and, apparently, he’s invited his 280,000 Twitter followers to weigh in.
As a board member of the Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds, I have had the privilege of learning about many of
our local donors’ personal commitments in setting up their KnoxvilleǦbased funds. Our KJCFF fund holders give locally,
nationally, and internationally. Their passions include a wide range of organizations, and I can guarantee you that none of te
groups solicited funds in a 140Ǧcharacter Tweet! Many of our KJCFF fund holders focus on donations that respond to immediate,
Ǧterm needs and have a de3initive outcome (e.g. a $100 donation purchases 300 meals at Second Harvest of East Tennessee
Food Bank). There is also a need for donations to solve underlying, longǦterm problems (e.g. vocational training and
micro3inancing to allow the poor in underǦdeveloped countries to open businesses and provide a reliable survival income). Your
fund with the Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds (of any size, although billions would be welcome!) allows you to
make grants, shortǦterm and longǦterm, that will be transformative to the organizations you support. And the unbelievably
powerful, energizing personal reward you will receive from giving? Well, maybe it’s something to Tweet about!

Donations

Grants

 Bradley Sturm Memorial Fund
Louise Spector

The Knoxville Jewish Alliance received a grant from the
AJCC Endowment Fund to fill cracks on the outdoor tennis
courts and paint pickleball court lines on half of them and for
tree and underbrush trimming and removal.

KNOXVILLE JEWISH COMMUNITY FAMILY OF FUNDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Carole Martin, President; Jacki Imbrey, Secretary/Treasurer; Abraham Brietstein, PresidentǦElect; Scott B. Hahn, Past President; 
Jeff Becker; Bernard Bernstein; Arnold Cohen; Robert Goodfriend; Richard Jacobstein; Rosalie Nagler; Jenifer Ohriner;
Howard Pollock; Pace Robinson; Alexandra Rosen; Bernard Rosenblatt; Mel Sturm; 
Laura Berry, Administrative Director


The Board of Directors of the Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds thanks the Knoxville Jewish community, the Knoxville Jewish Alliance staff, and the East Tennessee Foundation for their support and encouragement. The KJCFF encourages you to help ire the
healthy future of our 
Knoxville Jewish community by including a commitment to the KJCFF in your 1inancial and estate planning.


To learn more about KJCFF philanthropic opportunities, call 690Ǧ6343 or visit ǤǤȀ 

Reyes Honored as
JCOR Mensch of the Year

Mazel Tov to this year's recipient of the JCOR Men's
Mensch of the Year Award: Miguel Reyes. Miguel is in
his 3irst year as a member of JCOR but has been enjoying
our community for years. Eager to further his study of
Judaism and always with a smile on his face, Miguel has
been a huge help at synagogue. 

Miguel was honored at a recent cookout at JCOR
which also was the 3irst time using our new BBQ grill,
donated by Will Wright. Not that we needed any
reminders of how much of a mensch this guy is, Miguel
surprised us all by arriving to the cookout 3 hours early to
complete a demolition project by himself. That day
members of the Men's Club took large steps forward in an
overall project to improve the backyard of the synagogue
for future outdoor community events and activities.

Name presents Miguel Reyes with award.

JCOR Sisterhood Potluck Special

Erev Shabbat June 23 was very special at JCOR.
Sisterhood’s preǦShabbat potluck dinner began at 7:30pm.
When it was time to light Shabbat candles we gathered for a
unique service. Evening prayers were supplemented by select
recordings of Cantorial students at the Jewish Theological
Seminary (JTS). Of course the voices were exquisite, and the
arrangements and orchestration were amazing. Congregants
sang along with the more familiar tunes and danced along
with the more upǦbeat tunes. One featured young  had
come from Buenos Aires and his interpretation of
Kaddish ...sung in Spanish, English and Hebrew… was
especially reverential and moving. Local talent, too, was on
hand. 

Penny Lukin played guitar and led us in Yedid Nefesh
and Shalom Rav. Bruce Tomkins recited the  and
Anne Greenbaum led the service. Finally, Sisterhood
honored David Badurina on his graduation from Oak Ridge
High School. We also honored Judy Raman, a valued member
of our congregation for over 50 years! She will be moving
closer to children and grandchildren but promises to return
often. Judy was applauded by her classmates when she closed
by saying that she plans to continue weekly Hebrew classes
with us via Skype!

Becky Charles, Judy Raman, and Anne Greenbaum at
Sisterhood's Rosh Hodesh Tammuz where we learned about
The Jews of India.
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Upcoming August JCOR Events

 Murray Hanig from Pam & Walter David Hanig













 Pearl Schwartz from Shirley Schwartz

August 5, 2017

 Bess Hazelwood from Alice Feldman & Al Good

Jewish Film Series: Woody Allen's summer festival Ǧ 
Crimes and Misdemeanors
ͷͿ;ͿǡRated PGǦ13, 1hr 44m

Respected ophthalmologist Judah (Martin Landau) faces an
ugly dilemma when his mistress (Anjelica Huston) threatens to
expose their affair. Meanwhile, married 3ilmmaker Cliff (Woody
Allen) falls for a TV producer while shooting a documentary
about an arrogant comedian (Alan Alda). Allen's masterful
meditation on truth and responsibility, by turns both funny and
harrowing, ranks among the 3inest of the iconic director's work.


Yahrzeits

 Sam Good from Alice Feldman & Al Good
 Eugene Eichler from Sonya Eichler
 Hedy Tobias from Melvin Tobias


August 12, 2017
Rabbi's Study Session: 
“Lion Feuchtwanger” 
(after the morning Services).
Lion Feuchtwanger (1884 Ȃ 1958) was a
ǦJewish novelist and playwright. 
He is considered to be one of the most
in3luential Jewish writers of the 20th
Ǥǳ

Donations to Oak Ridge Hadassah

 Tree certi3icate to Dr. Burgess in memory of his
wife, from Lili and Jacob Barhen

 Memorial Tribute Card to the Gilbert family 
in memory of Verne Gilbert:

Vera and Leon Maya

Mira Kimmelman

JCOR Hosts and Hostesses
August 5

Reeva & Marvin Abraham, Ronnie & Jim Bogard 

August 12

Linda & Zane Bell, Becky & George Charles 

August 19

Catherine Braunstein, Jeannette Gilbert 

August 26

Alice Feldman & Albert Good, Brenda & Sig Mosko 

September 2 Anne & Eli Greenbaum, Judi & Len Gray
September 9 Edith & Mel Halbert, Elena Bamberger

JEWISH CONGREGATION OF OAK RIDGE
•
•
•
•

Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky—vicrash@comcast.net
Meir Niad, President— meir@niad.net
Becky Charles, Sisterhood President—gchar2@aol.com
Mira Kimmelman, Religious School Director

101 W. Madison Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830
(Mail) P.O. Box 5434, Oak Ridge, TN 37831
JCOR’s Saturday morning service begins at 9:30 a.m.
For the Friday evening service schedule, please
contact JCOR at office@jcor.info or call (865) 483-3581.

www.JCOR.info

CHABAD
CHABAD
OF KNOXVILLE
OF KNOXVILLE
Jewish. Done Joyfully!
Unwarranted Love

ב"ה

Based on the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

The Seventeenth day of the Hebrew month ofTammuz (July 11, 2017)marks the fall of the city of to the Romans,
and the Ninth day of the Hebrew month ofȂ Tishah BeAv (August 1, 2017), commemorates the destruction of both the 3irst
and second HolyTemple in Jerusalem.
The three weeks between these two fast days are a period of bitterness and introspection. We take stock of the faults that led
to the destruction of the Temple, and try to eradicate them from our own conduct.
Why was the Temple destroyed? One of the reasons given by our Sages was unwarranted hatred. The Jewish people, even
during the siege of Jerusalem, remained fractionalized and divided. And on the individual level, there was a lack of concern, ve,
and respect for each other.
How can this be corrected? By showing unrestrained love, wanton acts of kindness and caring for the other guy beyond
reason. By reaching out to another person Ǧ any other person Ǧ and showing him care, consideration, and concern. Do a favor for
someone else, not because there is a reason to do so, but because you care for him.
Don’t spend time thinking of reasons why and whether you should help another person. Use that same time to think about
how you can help him.
Do good. Don’t wait for others to start. Be an initiator, the others will respond. It’s impossible that they won’t. Some will act
sooner; for others, the process will take more time. Ultimately, the heart opens to the heart. There is no human being who can see
another person continue to shower good upon him and others without being moved.
What is the motivating principle for this motif? The fact that at the core of every person there lies a soul which is a GǦdly
spark, and that every element of existence is being maintained by Ǧeach moment. Knowing this inspires a person to reach out.
And by conducting ourselves in a manner that attests to and re3lects these truths, we nudge them closer to revelation. Every
entity seeks to express its inner nature. Reaching out with love and kindness inspires and encourages the good and generosity
that lie at the core of all others to come to the surface.
Such deeds affect the macrocosm as well as the microcosm, bringing closer the Era of the Redemption, when these concepts
will be concrete realities, not merely abstract truths.

7148 Wellington Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  www.chabadknoxville.org
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August 5
Morris Goldman ♦ Sylvia Goldstein ♦ Samuel Merlin ♦ Max Milner ♦ Leon Hasden ♦ Karl Liberman ♦ Esther Bernstein ♦ Adela Gross
♦ Hyman Levison ♦ Joseph Herson ♦ Abraham Bart ♦ Muriel Boothman ♦ Jim Nash ♦ Katie Ross ♦ Marian Schneider

August 12
Mollie Brietstein ♦ Mildred Dreyer ♦ Harry Fayonsky ♦ Abraham Chaskin ♦ Jacob Green ♦ Janet Krauss ♦ Lester Robinson ♦
Abraham Rosenblatt ♦ Abe Zwick ♦ David Wender ♦ Hugo Klein ♦ Zeleg Berez ♦ Etta Ducken ♦ Jacob Geller ♦ Jacob Menachem ♦
Barbara Oleshansky


August 19
Kenneth Cohen ♦ Sally Moskowitz ♦ Samuel Routman ♦ Judy Schwartz ♦ Esther Balloff ♦ Mervin Horn ♦ Gussie Richer♦ 
Jane Rosenblatt ♦ Shoshana Becker ♦ Max Cohen ♦ Joseph Leeds ♦ Thomas Miner ♦ Steven Shersky ♦ Betty Billig ♦ 
Albert Meyerhoff ♦ Morris Shorr


August 26
Gene Bocknek ♦ Robert Messing ♦ Oscar Isaacs ♦ A. J. Robinson ♦ Sam Rudnick ♦ Estelle Binder ♦ Seymour Landis ♦ 
Gertrude Bobroff ♦ Hyman Liberman ♦ Molly Thorp ♦ Jean Berger ♦ Ida Chandler ♦ Julius Gruenberg ♦ Albert Ring ♦ Bella Allen ♦
Ethel Foster ♦ Irving Goelman ♦ Lawrence Hahn ♦ David Linwood ♦ Sylvia Leibowitz ♦ Rebecca Millen


August 26
Dustee Bendes ♦ Rosa Deitch ♦ Barney Levine ♦ Louis Roth ♦ Shlomo Shloush ♦ Tessie Siegel ♦ Helen Tobe ♦ Samuel Poster ♦ 
Irene Deutsch ♦ Rebecca Krauss ♦ Martin Schwab ♦ Ada Garber ♦ Sylvia Green3ield ♦ Gershon Cooper ♦ Andy Frank ♦ Max Hasden
♦ Muriel Littmann 

August 4
Peggy Austin ♦ Evan Dean Brody ♦ Michael Diamond ♦ Adolph Gelber ♦ Kennard Gross ♦ Mordechai G. Heiser ♦ Ellison Jacobstein
Walter B. Johnson ♦ Raymond R. Landsberger ♦ Dorothy Levy Licht ♦ Alan Shefner ♦ Joseph Smuckler ♦ Beatrice Sturm ♦ 
Hyman Taylor ♦ Fannie Tomshinsky ♦ George William Wadsworth

August 11
Garrett Bickman ♦ Jackie Bickman ♦ Marie Elston ♦ Abram Golburt ♦ Albert Greenberg ♦ Monroe Hecht ♦ Benjamin Herrmann ♦ 
Marcus Herrmann ♦ Alice Palmer ♦ Anne Prial ♦ Emilie Ehrlich Strasburger♦ Emanuel Taylor ♦ Ethel Taylor ♦ 
Anne Kadison Weinstein


August 18
Zan Tamar Bailey ♦ Jerome Bernstein ♦ Orsella Davis ♦ Jessica DeCapua ♦ Daniel Goodman ♦ Matvei Ioselev ♦ Sara Pais ♦ 
Marvin Selk ♦ Rose Shenkman ♦ Sidney M. Spero


August 25
Ida Altshuler ♦ Anna H Blatt ♦ Jacob Blaufeld ♦ Wolfe Brody ♦ Charles M. Evans ♦ Jeanette Galloway ♦ Morris Hochenberg
Gilbert Klein ♦ David Sachs ♦ Liliya Safro ♦ Albert Sasson ♦ Max Slome ♦ Dora Stein 

Exploring Cuba 201
Sunday - August 11
1:00 p.m. Orwitz Room AJCC

Lisa and Jeff Jacobson, Sandy Parker and Steve
Beber in a Cuban restaurant on a Hadassah
Mission in March.

Sandy Parker, Sylvia Miller and Lisa Jacobson recently
visited the island of Cuba. Come hear their impressions,
concerns and experiences as they visited the country
and the Cuban Jewish Community. This program is
open to all. Join us.

Please RSVP by July 6 to Andrea B. Cone
sixconefarm@verizon.net

FIRST CALL FOR ALL HADASSAH HMO HOSTESSES and HOSTS
Now is the time for you to be recognized and appreciated as a Hostess or Host for our upcoming Hadassah
Medical Organization Luncheon, December 3, 2017 from 1:00 Ȃ 3:00 p.m.


Come to lunch with old and new friends. Learn about recent medical advancements. Treat yourself to
lunch in the Great Gatsby inspired atmosphere with the farmǦǦtable food selection of Knoxville’s newest
beautiful restaurant, KITCHEN 919, set to open in September at the former location of the Orangery
Ǥ


The Hostess and Host Options are as follows:

*** GRAND HOSTESS ($180)

*** HOSTESS ($80)

*** ASSOCIATE HOST ($60)


For each Hostess or Host donation, one lunch will be provided
and an option for you to have your name listed in future ǯ
publications and in the formal invitation to be mailed to all
Hadassah members.


To be recognized as a Hostess or Host, please contact Andrea
Cone at  ̷Ǥ or (301) 335Ǧʹ͵ͷͷ

6800 Deane Hill Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  www.knoxville.hadassah.org
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By Laura Floyd


I can't believe it's already August! Where did the summer go? I hope everyone was out there making memories and not
working too hard. As you know Hadassah doesn't get to take a day off, go to the beach for a week, visit an amusement park, go
camping, etc. The work that Hadassah does goes on from day to day and your support is needed day to day as well. We had an
excellent response to our "No Show Chai Tea" and you still have time to respond to that invitation by August 31. 
 There's another way to make Chai work for you and Hadassah all year long and not just when events come along where we
are directly asking for donations. You can join Chai Society. That is an annual giving program where you agree to give Hadassah
$180 a year for as long as you are able. You can do it in many ways. You can pay $15 a month, $30 bimonthly, $90 every 6 months
or $180 all at once. You can do this by check or by credit card. You can go to hadassah.org, click on donate and select Chai  iety
for more information or ask me, a new member of Chai Society as of April 2017. Another great thing about Chai Society and other
annual giving is that you can choose where you want your money to go. I chose Youth Aliyah. There are many other great choices
such as HMO, Research, Men's Health, Education and Advocacy, Young Judea or unrestricted giving. There are two levels to Chai
Society annual giving, either Chai at $180 or Silver Chai at $360. If you think you may have an extra $15 or $30 a month to g to
Hadassah, I encourage you to look into becoming a Chai Society annual giving member. As I have said many times in the past, if
everyone gives a little it will add up to a lot. Thank you for your continuing support of Hadassah.

Mazel Tov! Layette Opportunities Abound!



To contribute to our layette program or learn how to open and start a layette account,
please contact Judi Abrams Ȅ Ǥ̷Ǥ  or (865) 617ǦͶͷͷǤ
 Call if you have any questions about the program. Thanks for your support.
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Game Day Fun with Friends
Hadassah Knoxville’s July 9 Game Day
provides members with a chance to catch up
and enjoy some friendly games. Front row:
Jenny Pfeffer, Lisa Jacobson, Anita Kay. Back
Row: Harriet Cooper, Evyn Mesa, Shula Mesa,
Jill Weinstein, Andrea Cone, Peggy Littmann,
and Laura Floyd.

Hadassah Rallies in Support of
Local Susannah’s House
 Hadassah has been helping at Susannah’s House, a
wonderfully effective place where mothers with babies
can recover from alcohol and drug abuse.  Marilyn
Abrams, Nancy Becker, Barbara Isenberg, Peggy Littmann,
Mary Ann Merrell and Barbara Mintz provided lunch on
behalf of Hadassah for about 50 people in June, and
Hadassah plans to provide lunch again in September. If
anyone would like to help in September, please call or eǦ
mail Peggy Littmann 865 776Ǧ
1013 ̷  ǤǤ


Help Us With a September Collection Drive
 In September, in conjunction with Give A Day
, Hadassah has chosen to widen its assistance to
Susannah’s House. We will be collecting baby diapers,
baby toys, toiletries and the like, for babies and mothers.
Please drop off your donations at the AJCC. Thank you!
 Hadassah is joining the of3ices of Knoxville Mayor
Madeline Rogero and Knox County Mayor Tim Burchett in
Give a Day Knoxville. Everyone is encouraged to give back
during this weekǦlong event from September 2Ǧ8, 2017.
Whether by volunteering, donating to local nonpro3its, or
even sharing a simple act of kindness, everyone can do
something to give back this fall! 

An Upcoming Event:

Unifying for Change
If you think you know about the medicines you
take, you just might need to learn more about gender
related medical differences.
If your daughter, granddaughter, or girlfriend has
health concerns you might want to find out about
differences in research related solely to her being
female.
If you would also like to meet other Jewish women
in the greater Knoxville area and learn about Hadassah
including its lead role in gender equity for women's
health, its support of Jewish youth, its dedication to our
environment, and more then please set this date aside
and join us.
DATE: Sunday, September 10, 2017
TIME: 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Place: AJCC Gym
Contact Barbara Mintz at barbara@bmintz.com for
additional information and to RSVP. All are welcome!
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Knoxville Chapter 
of Hadassah

Hadassah Book Club News



All Jewish women of the greater Knoxville area 
and friends are welcome to join us.


Hope to see everyone for our August 15Hadassah Book
Club meeting.We meet in the evening at 7:30, at the Barnes
and Noble Bookstore on Kingston Pike in the coffee shop
area. This month we'll be discussing Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty. For our
September19 meeting, we’ll be reading Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult.
Big Little Liesfollows three women, each at a crossroads:
Madeline is a force to be reckoned with. She’s funny and biting, passionate,
she remembers everything and forgives no one. Her exǦhusband and his yogi
new wife have moved into her beloved beachside community, and their
daughter is in the same kindergarten class as Madeline’s youngest (is
this possible?). And to top it all off,Madeline’s teenage daughter seems to be
choosing Madeline’s exǦhusband over her. (How. Is. This. Possible?).
 is the kind of beautiful woman who makes the world stop and
stare. While she may seem a bit 3lustered at times, who wouldn’t be, with
those rambunctious twin boys? Now that the boys are starting school, Celeste
and her husband look set to become the king and queen of the school parent
body. But royalty often comes at a price, and Celeste is grappling with how
much more she is willing to pay.
New to town, single mom  is so young that another mother mistakes
her for the nanny. Jane is sad beyond her years and harbors secret doubts
about her son. But why? While Madeline and Celeste soon take Jane under
their wing, none of them realizes how the arrival of Jane and her inscrutable
little boy will affect them all.
Big Little Liesis a brilliant take on exǦhusbands and second wives, mothers
and daughters, schoolyard scandal, and the dangerous little lies we tell
ourselves just to survive. 
Please contact Peggy Littmann at ̷  Ǥ or 
(865) 776Ǧ1013 with questions. 

Honor a Loved One! Buy a Tree/Water Certificate
What better way to celebrate a birthday or special occasion than by
purchasing a tree certificate from Knoxville Hadassah? One certificate not
only fits all, but honors them with a special mitzvah as Israel is always in
need of trees and water. Please by planting a tree or developing water
resources today. Since 1926, Hadassah has partnered with JNF to drain
swamplands, plant forests, develop water resources and preserve Israel’s
ecology.
One Tree $18
Ten Trees $150 (Circle of Trees)
Fifty Trees $750 (Garden of Trees)
You may designate a name for certificates in memory of someone,
sending get well wishes to an individual, in honor of a birthday,
anniversary, birth, marriage, engagement or someone's accomplishment.
You can also just buy a tree or certificate as a mitzvah!
Contact Joyce York at joyceyork12@gmail.com to arrange for a tree
or water certificate to be sent for you.
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KJDS Staff Secrets2.


Ǧnotch teachers like ours don’t just appear. They are teachers who
take advantage of opportunities and at times do some phenomenal things
on the side as well.
Ms. Tracy Wulf (4Ǧ5) established a library at a bilingual school in
Ǥ
Ms. Wulf has spent the last couple of years training teachers at a bilingual
school in Honduras. Two years ago, while looking at the expansion of the
school's new building, she realized that they had a beautiful library built
with one bookshelf of books. She and a fellow teacher decided that they
needed to help this school build their library. They returned to their
district and started a book drive for Honduras. They went around to
different schools, shared the need and waited for a response. They really
hoped for 1,000 books. The response was unbelievable! Books started
Storage room full of books waiting to be shipped to
trickling in, and then boxes of books were being delivered to them. She
Honduras. 
reached out to a business partner and he gave them a storage unit to
store all of the books. When it was all said and done, they had over 7,000
books that they shipped to Honduras.
Ms. Katie Lusk (KǦͳ) is slide certiNied from the world famous Ron Clark Academy.
Ms. Lusk and her fellow KJDS teachers read The End of Molasses Classes by Ron Clark. She was inspired by the advanced rigor,
engaging teaching methods and passionate culture she read about in the book. Aspiring for the same in the same in her classroom
she took advantage of the opportunity and travelled to Atlanta for a day of training at this model school. She met Ron Clark, w
classes in action, attended sessions with veteran teachers and participated in the slide certi3ication ceremony.
Ms. Bekka Blanchard (2Ǧ3) has an Ossabaw Island hog’s skull in her classroom!
Ms. Bekka loves science! The world is a fascinating place, and she wants to learn and teach all
about it. As a lifelong learner, she was so excited to have the opportunity during graduate school
to take part in a trip to Ossabaw Island in GA with the UT Department of Education. She spent
three days camping, collecting specimens, creating her own science notebooks with pictures and
observations, and checking out the awesome wildlife that is native to the island. She got closer to
some spiders and alligators than she ever had before, and was fascinated to learn about the
Ossabaw Island hog, as breed of pig found only on this island. They are a breed that descended
from domesticated pigs brought over by the Spanish in the 16th century, and have now taken
over the island.
Ms. Annie Clark (Art and STEAM teacher) uses her art in many different ways and even
builds Arcades.
Ms. Annie spends most of her summer working at two amazing summer camps, Camp Webb here
in Knoxville and the AppalachianInstitute for Creative
Learning in NC (aka AICL). At Camp Webb, she teaches Hats from recycled materials
rising KindergartenǦ1st graders blending art and
science. At AICL, she teaches a variety of classes at including screenǦprinting, modi3ied
word (a class on art books), recycled runway (recycled materials to create wearable
art), clay, stenciling and stamps to older students.Ms. Annie also recently gave a
presentation at the Environmental Education Forum on STEAM and Gardening. In
addition, she’s collaborated with other creative professionals and together they build
and sell arcade machines.
Summer art camp projects
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Passion-Based Learning Meets Service-Based Learning
KJDS STEAM into Service enters its fourth year.




For the fourth year in a row, our KJDS students will be using their knowledge and skills in STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Math) to give back to our Knoxville community.
At KJDS we believe that developing a STEAM mindset is an important tool to becoming a 21st century learner. Here is a brief
overview that explains how we de3ine a STEAM mindset means. This explanation has been adapted from the Fort Leavenworth
School District’s website:
Science: Question like a Scientist
Technology: Select Tools like a Technologist
Engineering: Design like an Engineer
Art: Create like an Artist
Math: Problem Solve like a Mathematician


Rearrange the letters in STEAM to form “TEAMS.” The 3inal ingredient
to a STEAM mindset is Collaboration. Teamwork is vital to professional
success today. The image of the lone scientist toiling in the lab has been
replaced by the reality of highly functional teams communicating and
collaborating in multiple venues to solve life’s big problems. Teamwork
is a highly valued transferrable skill in the 21st Century workplace.
During the 3irst half of the year, our students will understand that 
1. The way that we interact with the world affects the environment and 2.
We are capable of decreasing our carbon footprint in our home, school, and
Ǥ
Our KǦ2 students will be exploring the Essential Question: What can
KJDS do to reduce its carbon footprint? Our 3rd Ǧ 5th grade students will be
exploring the Essential Question: How can kids support the City of
Knoxville’s initiative to become a greener and more sustainable city? 
We are thankful to Stephanie Kodish, KJDS parent and Senior Director
and Counsel, Clean Air and Climate for the National Parks Conservation
Association, and Erin Gill, Sustainability Director for the City of Knoxville,
for helping us build an engaging and informative unit with authentic
opportunities for realǦworld learning and meaningful contributions.

Some of the collaborative note taking at the two
day intensive KJDS STEAM Institute our teachers
partook in. 

Ms. Wulf is Re-imagining the Classroom Look@
Our KJDS staff is consistently reǦimagining the classroom experience, and this
summer Ms. Wulf has reǦdesigned the physical space in her classroom. After
researching the bene3its of 3lexible seating in the classroom Ms. Wulf’s 4Ǧ5
classroom will look more like a coffee shop than a traditional classroom. 
ǲI chose to do 3lexible seating because students need differentiation in their
seating options. Allowing students to choose where they are comfortable learning
can produce more engaged learners. Starbucks is popular for its varied seating
options (and its coffee). So, I thought that bringing that idea into the classroom
can create an environment that is comfortable and exciting for students” explains
Ms. Wulf.
Bean bags are being replaced with a sofa, and desks are being removed to
make room for a bar table and stools, two bistro tables will be an ideal place for
A comfortable couch will be part of the 4Ǧ5
students to converse and collaborate.
grade environment.
Students will have an opportunity to test the different learning spaces and
determine if they learn best standing, sitting, on a chair, on a couch, on a bar stool, or on the 3loor. Ms. Wulf’s goal is to have
students maximize their ability to learn and collaborate. After learning and experiencing all the new learning spaces students
will have the privilege and responsibility to choose the best place for their activities. Joy, Community and Exploration are at the
forefront of a KJDS education. We know that Ms. Wulf’s new classroom design will enhance all of these aspects as the students
learn and explore in this relaxing, beautiful and fun setting.
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KJDS hires Hebrew Instruction Coach


HaMorah Revital is back in town with valuable experiences and a Master in Jewish Education and Hebrew Instruction from
Brandeis University.
We are excited to welcome HaMorah Revital as our Hebrew Instruction Consultant! Revital will be working with our Hebrew
teachers to further our implementation of the Pro3iciency Approach and to build Project Based Units for our third Ȃ 3ifth graders.
What a gift to have a Hebrew teacher with such skill and talent here in Knoxville!
Revital GanziǦSagiv recently relocated from Boston, MA, returning to Knoxville, TN,
with husband Ra3i Sagiv, and their beautiful new addition to the family, daughter Talia.
Revital currently teaches in the summer Hebrew Immersion Program at Middlebury
College, and additionally works as a Hebrew Instructor and eǦmentor for the United
States Air Force. While in Massachusetts, Revital was employed at several Greater
Boston institutions and organizations, including: Hebrew College, Merkaz Ivri, Hebrew
Play, and the Jewish Community Day School. Revital also worked as a TA at Brandeis
University while earnning her graduate degree. 
Formerly, as an immigration of3icer in the Israeli Defense Forces, Revital was
selected to be specially trained in Hebrew Immersion Education. Then Of3icer Ganzi
served to prepare new immigrants for life in Israel, both linguistically and culturally.
Before moving to Boston, Revital worked in Knoxville as a Hebrew Instructor at the
University of Tennessee, at the Stanford Eisenberg Knoxville Jewish Day School, Heska
Amuna Synagogue, and at Temple Beth El. 
Revital is a graduate of the College of Management in Israel, and holds an M.A.T. in
Jewish Education and Hebrew Instruction from Brandeis University. While in
Massachusetts, Revital was active in the IAC, the Israeli American Council, and HOH, the
Vilna Shul Organization for young Jewish Leaders.
Revital GanziǦ
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DĂŬŝŶŐĂŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ
•


:ĞǁŝƐŚĚĂǇƐĐŚŽŽůĂůƵŵŶŝĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƚŚĞŚŝŐŚĞƐƚůĞǀĞůƐŽĨĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ
ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞĂŶĚƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͕ĂŶĚĨŽƌŵĞƌĚĂǇͲƐĐŚŽŽůƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĂƐƚƌŽŶŐĞƌ
ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚƚŽĂĚĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐƚŚĞŶĞĞĚƐŽĨƚŚĞůĂƌŐĞƌƐŽĐŝĞƚǇĂŶĚĂŐƌĞĂƚĞƌĚĞƐŝƌĞ
ƚŽŵĂŬĞĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞŝŶƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚďǇŚĞůƉŝŶŐƚŚŽƐĞŝŶŶĞĞĚ͘

Katie Lusk
Ǧ1st Grade Teacher 
Rebecca Blanchard
ʹǦ3rd Grade Teacher 


•

ŽŚĞŶĞŶƚĞƌĨŽƌDŽĚĞƌŶ:ĞǁŝƐŚ^ƚƵĚŝĞƐ͕ƌĂŶĚĞŝƐhŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ

Day school students and graduates are grounded in their identy, rooted in the
ancient wisdom of Judaism and its rich philosophical perspecves, and exhibit
ĞƚŚŝĐĂůďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌďĂƐĞĚŽŶ:ĞǁŝƐŚǀĂůƵĞƐ͘
ZĂďďŝDŝƚĐŚĞůDĂůŬƵƐ
Consorum for Applied Studies in Jewish Educaon


•

Jewish Day School graduates are the most posive about the level of intellectual
ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞĂŶĚƚŚĞĞīŽƌƚƐŽĨƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐƚŽĞŶŐĂŐĞƚŚĞŵŝŶĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕ĂŶĚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ
ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŵĞŶƚĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĨƌŽŵƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͘ĂǇƐĐŚŽŽůƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐĂƌĞ
ĂůƐŽŵŽƌĞƌĞƐŝƐƚĂŶƚƚŚĂŶƚŚĞŝƌƉƵďůŝĐƐĐŚŽŽůƉĞĞƌƐƚŽƐŽĐŝĂůƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞƐƐƵĐŚĂƐ
ŚĞĂǀǇĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ͘
Partnership for Excellence in Jewish Educaon


•


•

It is clear that the day school, in addion to teaching Hebrew and customs and
Bible, gives its students something else: a very posive sense of themselves as
:ĞǁƐ͘ZĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶĨĞĞůŝŶŐĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͕ŝƐŽůĂƚĞĚĂŶĚƐƚƌĂŶŐĞ͕ƚŚĞǇĨĞĞůƉƌŽƵĚ͕
special and good about their Jewish identy. 
ĂƌďĂƌĂ^ŚĞŬůŝŶĂǀŝƐ͕WŚ
͞ƌĞĂǇ^ĐŚŽŽůEĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ͍͟
A greater emphasis should be placed on the quality of our Jewish educaon as a
ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐĨŽƌĂĐŚŝĞǀŝŶŐŽƵƌĚĞƐŝƌĞĚŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐʹ:ĞǁŝƐŚůŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ;ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞĂŶĚ
understanding of Judaism) and Jewish identy (feeling a meaningful and
valuable connecon to Judaism) among Jewish adults. Personally, I do not see
how we can expect to achieve the la'er without the former. We must give our
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƚŚĞƚŽŽůƐƚŽŝŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶƚůǇĞǆƉůĂŝŶ͕ĚĞĨĞŶĚ͕ĂŶĚĂƌŐƵĞŝŶĨĂǀŽƌŽĨŽƌ
against their own religion and respect their choices to pracce their religion in
ƚŚĞǁĂǇƐƚŚĂƚĂƌĞŵŽƐƚŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨƵůƚŽƚŚĞŵ͘
^ƚĞƉŚĂŶŝĞZƵďĞů
͞tŚǇ/ĞĐĂŵĞĂĂǇ^ĐŚŽŽůWĂƌĞŶƚ͟


:ĞǁŝƐŚĚĂǇƐĐŚŽŽůƐŵĂŬĞĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞŝŶƚŚĞůŝǀĞƐŽĨƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͕ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕ƚŚĞ:ĞǁŝƐŚ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĂŶĚƚŚĞůĂƌŐĞƌƐŽĐŝĞƚǇŝŶǁŚŝĐŚĚĂǇƐĐŚŽŽůŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞƐůŝǀĞĂŶĚǁŽƌŬ͘

Tracy Wulf
ͶǦ5th Grade Teacher 
Revital GanziǦ
Hebrew Instruction Consultant
Dana Maman, Helen Horovita
Hebrew Teachers
Rosina Guerra
Drama Teacher


Chris Quinn
PE Coach


Chris Cook
Music Teacher


Annie Clark
Art Teacher
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The Jewish Community Archives
of Knoxville and East Tennessee
The Way We Were in 20172and 2006...and maybe 2004
The Archives
needs your
photos!
Send your
photographs
(identifying who, what,
when, where) to Nicki
Russler at archives@
jewishknoxville.org or
contact Nicki at
(865) 690-6343.
For years the AJCC has sponsored a swim team, which
acquired the name Smokin’ Salmon in 2004.
Here are Lynn Davis’s younger children, Andrew, 13,
and Allison, 6, at a 2017 swim meet of the University Swim
Club Smokin’ Salmon team while they wear vintage swim
shirts. We think the baseball shirt was the signature shirt of
the 2004 team. The 2006 T-shirt featured above was donated
by Stephen and Kim Rosen and was worn by their children
Nathan, Arielle, and Tifannie. Thank you to Stephen and
Kim for continuing to serve as most dedicated swim team
volunteers.
See a complete list of the 2006 team members at the
Archives website, https://jewishknoxville.org/archives.
Thanks to Lynn Davis for this photo. Lynn is a former
AJCC Preschool teacher and swim team parent of five AJCC
Smokin’ Salmon and has been involved with AJCC swim
teams for at least the past 16 years.

