
Who is the JFGH?
Taking a look inside the lives of dedicated Jewish Federation of Greater Harrisburg Staff

C orinne and Jean have been a dynamic duo for 
almost 30 years as ELC Pre-K teachers. “We feed 
off each other. Jean is the brains and I’m the goof,” 

The Jewish Federation of Greater Harrisburg has been 
successful for over 100 years, in part, due to our 
dedicated and talented staff. Corinne Killien and Jean 
Chernicoff, Early Learning Center (ELC) Pre-K teachers, 
are just two of the many staff who keep this 
organization fun and welcoming to community 
members – especially the children.

There are no ‘typical’ work days for Corinne and Jean. 
“We have a routine and we are always busy…” says Jean, 
“with a capital ‘B’,” Corinne blurts out. “We stay later than 
scheduled to plan for our upcoming lesson plans. We 
even come in on Sundays – our ‘down time’ – to plan our 
BIG lesson plans. It helps make a more creative learning 
experience for the kids,” says Jean. “You 

have to be a kid to teach a kid,” Corinne explains. The 
team works really hard to make sure that all their lessons 
are engaging, and they acknowledge that all the students 
learn differently.

“We are passing along life skills to the kids. We have them 
during their most influential ages so we have to be 
patient,” says Corinne. “We are definitely helping build 
emotional and social skills to aid in the children’s futures,” 
says Jean. The duo takes pride in teaching not just 
patience, but also encouraging the kids to focus and 
listen to each other – key elements focused on in 
kindergarten. “The kids are like parrots,” says Corinne. 
“They learn by imitating and repetition and that’s what we 
give them,” Jean states.

“This is far more than babysitting,” Corinne explains. “We 
stay because we enjoy each other, we have fun, and we 
LOVE what we do.” Jean expresses.

Thank you, Corinne and Jean, for your many years of 
dedication!

We complement each 
other! We’re known as 

the ‘old married 
couple’...

Corinne says excitedly. “We complement each other! 
We’re known as the ‘old married couple’,” says Jean. They 
credit their successful relationship to their ability to plan 
and combine ideas.

Corinne holds a Bachelor of Arts in Early Childhood 
Education from Temple University. Six years before 
starting her career at the ELC, she worked for the Child 
Development Council of Centre County in State College, 
PA. Corinne began her journey at the ELC 29 years ago – 
when she was only supposed to teach throughout the 
summer. “Ever since I was a little girl, I knew I wanted to 
be a teacher,” says Corinne.

Jean also graduated from Temple University and has a 
Master’s in Elementary Education. Before she came to the 
ELC, Jean taught at a JCC in Michigan. Jean also taught 
kindergarten and 2nd grade. Her story at the ELC began 
27 years ago when she started as a substitute and 
instructed Kinderplace – the former afternoon 
kindergarten program. “I always liked working with the 
older kids,” says Jean.

Corinne and Jean’s passion and teamwork was 
recognized by the ELC Director – even when they taught 
in separate rooms – and she offered them full-time 
positions with the organization. 




