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FROM THE CHAIR

You know that old adage 
”be careful what you 
wish for”? I remember 
being in one of my Write 
Your Dreams and Design 
Your Life (or something 
like that) workshops and 
writing goals for my life 
before I die. I remember 
writing that I would like 
to be a philanthropist and 
would like to be the head 
of a Foundation.

Where that came from at 
that time, perhaps 20 

years ago, I couldn’t begin to say, but the words came from me, 
jumped out at me, and now here I am, chairing the Jewish 
Foundation of Greensboro. What’s a girl like me doing in a 
place like this?

I was born in Cleveland, Ohio, where the Jewish Federation and 
philanthropy were synonymous in my growing days; my father 
(z”l) would drive by homes in Shaker Heights and tell me about 
who was (or was not) a generous person and always taught me 
to measure someone by their generosity of heart, not by the 
outside appearance of home or club. The lesson stuck.

Greensboro became my hometown in 1971; I came hesitantly as 
I was sure that I needed a large Jewish community in order to 
survive. Next year will be our 40th year “in these here parts,” 
and oh how lucky we are to live here. My husband’s family has 
what is most valuable: a good name. Gene’s father, Sidney, and 
Uncle Maurice were committed to the growth of Greensboro, 
particularly in the medical community. I have been so fortunate 
and have found so many exciting ways to “give back” and to 
become both a part of the Jewish community and the community 
at large. The openness of Greensboro to newcomers, to 
leadership development, to involvement truly is remarkable. I 
started "giving" with a Young Leadership group when I was 28, 
and our goals were, as very young women, to save a dollar a day 
in our pushkes.  Many of us who have been involved since that 
time became the leaders in our Jewish community. I have served 
in leadership capacity in the United Arts Council, the 
Community Foundation, the Greensboro Day School, the Family 
Life Council, United Way,  and on the Synagogue, B’nai 
Shalom, and the Federation Boards. What I have seen always is 
the tremendous level of volunteer participation, people 
determined to make our small community stronger, better, and 
always open to all who want to play a role in development and 
vision.

And now the best of all—I have been given this honor to be the 
Chair of the Jewish Foundation of Greensboro. While we are 
living in insecure times, we all know that what we have 
inherited living here, whether a “golden” member or relative 
newcomer, is a community with committed, caring institutional 
life, safe places for our children’s, our friends’, our parents’ 
generations, with so many who gave and planted for our lives. 
The excitement of having a “FUND,” whether donor-advised, 
testamentary, or other, allows each and every one of us to 
become a philanthropist in our own right. There are no age 
requirements–we have a way to meet everyone’s choices for 
giving, making the joy of giving with an open heart available for 
each of us. How we undergird this community today will tell 
about our gratitude, our vision, and our legacy of a good name. 
These discussions should be held in every home, and the gift of 
intimate conversation is an opportunity that should be relished 
by each of us, with our children, with our parents, with one 
another, within our own hearts.

I welcome your advice, your opinions, and any opportunity to sit 
down and discuss your own giving desires with you.
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