
                                                       

Greetings! 

 It is summer time and I certainly hope you all are enjoying yourselves in 

whatever makes you happy this time of year. For me, as a retired teacher, 

it means lots of reading and a little beach time with family, as well as 

getting my feet wet in the Jewish Foundation of Greensboro world, too. 

We work all year round to provide continuity of financial support to Jewish 

institutions and programs, as well as community organizations guided by Jewish values of tzedakah, tikkun 

olam and klal Yisrael …..as our mission statement says. In addition, we have a vision statement which 

states  the vision of the Foundation is to “develop, sustain, and ensure the social welfare, cultural heritage, 

and continuity of the Jewish community through the creation and growth of endowment funds.”  If those 

two statements sound really nice to you, they should! Even though I didn’t write either statement, I 

wholeheartedly agree with both. 

Growing our present funds and acquiring new ones is for the betterment of us all and the world we live in 

and strive to make better on a daily basis, whether through education, the arts, healthcare, hunger         

initiatives, or a myriad of other worthy causes. That’s our job. Please consider it your job  to attend  “the 

feel-good school of philanthropy.” Actually I borrowed that term from something I recently read in the 

New York Times, by Jamil Zaki, which goes on to suggest that giving with empathy is better for both 

ends of the equation. 

 I’ll end my first newsletter communication with a quote from this article that I particularly liked…. 

”Philanthropy, of course, helps its intended targets, but we should not reduce our generosity to evidence-

based, goal oriented actions. Giving also expresses our values and binds our communities. If we leave 

room for more everyday, instinctive forms of kindness, we’re actually doing ourselves a favor, too.” 

 

 

Joyce R. Shuman, Foundation Chair 
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