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                   Heart, Leadership and More Heart 
 
As we celebrate our 25th anniversary, we also commemorate a successful 2021 for the 
Jewish Foundation of Greensboro. The continued growth of the Foundation the past 25 
years is in no small part due to the outstanding leadership of our founding director and 
true leader, Susan Gutterman. While a compelling mission must be at the heart of any 
successful organization, and especially a philanthropic organization, it takes committed 
people, and committed leaders with skills to build an effective and motivated  
community. 

 
The strength and stability of the organizations that compile the Greensboro Jewish community has also 
been rooted in many dedicated individuals who have devoted years of leadership. During Susan’s tenure 
she has worked seamlessly with leaders of the Federation, Beth David Synagogue, Temple Emanuel, 
B’nai Shalom, Chabad and other institutions that educate and inspire our community. Together, they truly 
are the heart and soul of Jewish Greensboro. 
  
Always the consummate planned giving professional, Susan not only possesses the legal mind to  
understand tax aspects of philanthropic vehicles but has the heart and soul to inspire donors to support 
the organization. Susan has been a leader, both in our community and among her professional peers, 
throughout the state and nationally.  She served on several national committees for JFNA’s Planned 
 Giving & Endowment Department, and as President, Treasurer and Secretary of the North Carolina 
Council of Charitable Gift Planners.  
  
Susan has been instrumental in shepherding the assets under management of the Foundation from just 
over $2 million in 1996 to almost $100 million today. Perhaps more impressive, and the raison d’être of 
the Foundation, is the over $ 95 million distributed to charitable organizations - Jewish and secular, local 
and national. 
 
Susan’s leadership was instrumental in establishing a thriving “Create a Jewish Legacy” program that 
benefits each of our community’s Jewish organizations. She is the driving force in attracting affiliate  
organizations to invest through the Foundation with a growing list that stretches across state lines all the 
way to Wyoming!   
 
Anyone who knows Susan in her roles as mother and grandmother, knows that she is a true “mother bear 
to her cubs”. Susan feels no less protective of the Foundation. The Foundation’s integrity, trustworthiness 
and confidentiality of donors and institutional funds within the Foundation are the beneficiaries of Susan’s 
leadership. Her dedication is a major factor in the Foundation’s success.  
  
The Foundation is thankful for Susan’s 25 years of heartfelt commitment and leadership. Her actions, 
each and every day, allow the Foundation, its donors and affiliates to dream more, learn more, and  
advance the sacred mission of enriching our community and communities of the world through Tzedakah 
and Tikkun Olam.  Congratulations on 25 successful years and many thanks for your dedication Susan! 

 

 

Howard C Mezer 
Foundation Chair  
 

Remember to “like us” on Facebook and  follow us on Instagram: jewishfoundationofgreensboro 
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