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 Sadly, it’s been necessary for many Jewish community leaders recently to make statements on 

antisemitism.  

There’s something I now notice, because of  the social justice training with Sharon Goldtzvik, which is 

that we often refer to antisemitism using water metaphors. We sometimes say that there is a rising 

tide or a wave of antisemitism. Intended or not, this metaphor suggests that antisemitism, like 

water, is a natural feature of our world. Life cannot exist without water. We might hold a wave at 

bay, but another one threatens soon enough. When we liken antisemitism to water, it becomes 

difficult to imagine a world free of antisemitism.  

But there is nothing natural about antisemitism. Antisemitism is created by people, and it’s created for a purpose: the acquisition 

of power or resources. It is one product of a whole machinery meant to make us afraid and divide us from our neighbors, so that 

those who would scapegoat us can benefit. 

In this way, antisemitism is intrinsically tied with other forms of oppression. It is not a coincidence that as antisemitic incidents are 

increasing, a huge number of states are putting forth laws aimed at our LGBTQ neighbors. The right to abortion care, a requirement 

in Judaism when health is threatened, is under assault. In Florida, the governor is trying to ban the teaching of Black history. I can’t 

help but recall that the Nazis admired and took inspiration for their anti-Jewish laws from Jim Crow. All of these are products of the 

same machinery. When we talk about antisemitism, a machine is a more apt metaphor.  

We can’t hold back the ocean forever, but working together with other targets of oppression, we can dismantle machines.  

Can you feel the relief that comes from viewing antisemitism as a machine we can stop rather than a wall of water ready to 

submerge us? I can. 

If the goal is to make us afraid and to divide us from one another, the solution is to demonstrate our support for one another 

across differences and in turn gain allies in the fight against antisemitism. As Hillel said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? 

If I am only for myself, what am I? And if not now, when?” 

This is one reason I give through my donor-advised fund. Not only do the recipient organizations see the donation is coming from 

me, but its arrival on Jewish Foundation letterhead shows that it comes from the Jewish community. By giving through the 

Foundation, we not only support our Jewish institutions, but the broader community feels support from our Jewish community.  

It will take many of us working together to stop the machine, and I am proud of the Foundation’s part in strengthening not only the 

Jewish community but every community that faces oppression. 
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