
 JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREENSBORO NEWS THIRD QUARTER 2022 

I don’t believe in the urgency of normal.  

What does this phrase mean? Those who use it maintain that with COVID here to 

stay, we must now prioritize reverting to “normal,” that is, how we did things 

before the pandemic. They say that the continued use of remote meetings and 

work, masks, and other efforts to mitigate continuing transmission entails loss. The 

social web of our community is weakened without that time in proximity. So, they 

say it is urgent to return to “normal.” 

I too grieve these losses. As a people, we have suffered many great losses. We have been uprooted from our 

homes and our practices over and over and over. There have been expulsions, exoduses, pogroms, …and 

worse, we all know. 

One of my sources of pride, however, is our people’s adaptability. A loss is not the end, and a return to what 

was lost is not the only way to move forward. In response to these losses, we have found new ways to 

practice, to build community, to thrive. In time we have even found joy and strength from some of these 

experiences. As the joke goes, the definition of a Jewish holiday is “They tried to kill us; they failed; let’s eat!” 

What do I believe in? The urgency of kehillah. 

This disease, with all its relentless loss, pushed us to invite more to participate in building kehillah.  

At meetings, I used to hear only from affiliates in driving distance, but now those across the state and country 

all join and connect. We have constituents with personal mobility issues, health concerns, who are 

caregivers, or who are otherwise averse to in-person meetings. A return to strictly in-person meetings 

without hybrid options and mitigation measures would mean we no longer hear these voices.  

It is Sukkot as I write this. One essential element of our sukkahs is that the walls not be closed, representing 

hospitality and the welcoming of guests. Having built the capability for all of us to learn more from each 

other and strengthen our communities and institutions, we cannot now close the walls for the sake of 

“normal.” 

For all the loss and change inflicted upon us by our present circumstances, the opportunities to build kehillah 

for our affiliates, donors, and others are greater now, as long as we focus on caring for one another and 

welcoming more into our work. 
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