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As I embark on my term as chair, I reflect on the last few years and the challenges 
they have brought. 

We remain in the midst of a global pandemic. I think of my friends and loved ones 
who are now ill. I think of all the women (or any who may become pregnant) whose 
reproductive rights are being stripped, including our valorous Lions of Judah, who 
have dedicated so much to our communities. These attacks also implicate our rights 
as Jews to religious freedom. I think of the changes to our environment, which 
seem to be accelerating. I think of the machinery of fear and division, operated by 
those who would scapegoat us to secure power, which continues to pump out anti-
semitism and attempts to isolate us and make us afraid.  

I really ought to quit doom scrolling, but the reality is things are daunting.   

Nu? As Jews, how often have they not been? We are taught from a young age l’dor v’dor, from generation to 
generation. I believe the Foundation, with its focus on long-term endowments, is well built to help us weath-
er these multi-generational challenges together and secure perpetual resources for our communities. With 
those resources, we keep fighting, we keep each other safe, and we live proudly as Jews.  

I also take pride in the gifts to and through our Foundation that support the broader community. We cannot 
overcome these problems alone, and our engagement helps to build friends and allies to stand alongside us. 

A driving question for me is “What else might we do?” so that we are even better equipped to face these 
difficulties as a Foundation and a community. Starting this Fall, we will be piloting two educational pro-
grams: one for the next generation of Foundation leaders and one for families who wish to pass on philan-
thropic values. These programs will explore our history and teachings regarding what it means to give 
through a Jewish lens. I often think about the difference between “charity” and tzedakah, justice in action, 
and I am excited to be among the test subjects for these programs. We hope that after the pilot—and may-
be some tweaks—we can offer these programs to our affiliated communities. 

I am grateful to all those leaders, board, staff, and donors, who have enabled this organization to strengthen 
our communities. I will strive to continue that legacy during my term as chair.   

 

 

J. Sam Cone 

Board Chair 

 

      
Remember to “like us” on Facebook and  follow us on Instagram: jewishfoundationofgreensboro 
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