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 As I write my final Report from the Chair, I have in front of me: a Chumash (the five books of the  
Torah), a collection of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks z”l commentaries and a Ten Dollar bill with Alexander 
Hamilton on the front. The Chumash to help with the history of Moses and his farewell, Sacks for clarity 
of thought regarding leadership and service, and Hamilton for secular inspiration and great music. 
 
Do I compare myself to these giants of the past? No, and not the point. Guidance is the primary objective.  
When assuming the Chair I had to decide if my two years were going to have the philosophy of “caretaker/
don’t rock the boat” or take some bold moves and some risks to prepare the Foundation for future stability 
and growth. The former would have been easy and safe as the Foundation was very stable. I chose the  
latter as I had an extremely strong and supportive board and have a vision for future growth of the  

Foundation. As David Ben-Gurion said “…you must know what you want to achieve, be certain of your aims, and have these 
goals constantly in mind. You must fix your priorities. You must educate your party and must educate the wider public. You 
must have confidence in your people – often greater than they have in themselves….” On the shoulders of giants, the  
Foundation moved forward! 
 
We have changed the legal structure of the Foundation through the hard work and fortitude of Randall Kaplan and Tom Cone. 
As of July 1, 2022, the Foundation will begin to function as a Section 501(c)(3) charitable subsidiary of the Federation. Under 
the new structure the fiduciary responsibility has been transferred from the Federation to the Foundation. This will better protect 
the assets of the Foundation including Donor Advised Funds, and make the Foundation more nimble and better positioned for 
growth. Affiliates will continue to have complete ownership of their funds.  
 
During my tenure over the past two years our world was turned upside down by COVID and yet despite all the Foundation  
continued to function and grow. Our accomplishments are many and I am proud to have been part of it. We have streamlined 
our technology services; implemented new accounting procedures; and have laid the foundation for the Strategic Philanthropy 
Initiative, to educate the next generation of philanthropists and leaders of the Foundation. Though unable to meet in person we 
continued to gather by zoom meetings – too many to count – to attain our goals. Highlights include a live zoom from Israel with 
Avraham Infeld; we met by Zoom with almost every Affiliate addressing the Foundations growing financial position.  
 
However, the biggest achievement was our financial growth throughout the pandemic. In the last two years we have added three 
new Affiliates and 40 new Funds. We have made over $17 Million in distributions and had over $17.9 Million in contributions. 
Quite an accomplishment with the constraints of our COVID world. 
 
In my first Report from the Chair, I referenced Rabbi Sacks encouraging the shift in society from “I” of self-interest to “We” 
behavior of common good.  This has been a guiding message and theme and I believe that we have moved the goal posts! 
 
Sam Cone will assume the position of Board Chair on July 1. I am confident that he will guide the Foundation to continued 
growth for the good of our community and the greater world. Sam has the ability, ethics, and vision to lead to lead and grow the 
Foundation. 
 
It has been an enormous honor to serve as Board Chair. I would like to thank all the staff for making the Foundation more than 
competitively successful and for working so hard to make me “look good” with all of their preparation for events and meetings.  
To paraphrase Washington/Hamilton - “I have committed no intentional errors, but for errors that I surely have committed I 
hope that you will view them with indulgence.” 

 

 

Howard C Mezer 
Foundation Chair  
 

Remember to “like us” on Facebook and  follow us on Instagram: jewishfoundationofgreensboro 
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