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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Community

Ukraine Crisis Update
“Communities do not wait until there is a fire to build a fire department, and the Jewish people do not wait until there 
is an emergency to create an effective system of rescue and humanitarian aid. The skill and expertise we have been 
witnessing in the relief efforts in Ukraine and in the bordering countries is the result of years of experience, training, 

relationship building, and fundraising.”
Eric D. Fingerhut, President and Chief Executive Officer, Jewish Federations of North America

The Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids has joined 
the Jewish Federations of North America’s (JFNA) 
emergency campaign to provide humanitarian 
assistance to Jewish populations in Ukraine. Funds will 
be allocated through JFNA’s core partners including: 
The Jewish Agency for Israel, The Joint Distribution 
Committee, and World ORT (Organization for 
Rehabilitation Through Training). They are on the ground 
providing critical welfare where it is needed most 
to support, protect, and safeguard Ukraine’s Jewish 
community, as well as, Jewish refugees in neighboring 
countries.

JFNA has raised over 40 million and allocated funds to:
●	 Help people make Aliyah to Israel
●	 Secure the local communities and institutions
●	 Maintain critical welfare services
●	 Assist internally displaced persons in multiple   
 locations
●	 Launch an emergency hotline for refugees
●	 Secure temporary housing for people in transit
●	 Purchase satellite phones to maintain    
 communications across the region
●	 Secure five Jewish schools and training staff to  
 manage crisis needs

If you would like to make a donation to the Ukraine crisis visit the Jewish Federation of
Grand Rapids at www.https://www.jewishgrandrapids.org

100% of your donation will go to help our Jewish family in Ukraine
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