
 
 

Shana Tovah and Happy New Year! 
 
I am honored to write to you as the new Chairperson of the Board of the Jewish 
Federation of Grand Rapids. 
 
During this time of introspection as we approach the High Holidays, Iõd like to 
share with you some reflections on our Jewish Federation. 
 
Iõve always been inspired by the phrase, òthink globally, act locally.ó First, it empowers us to 
think about and care for the world beyond our neighborhoods and borders. It also encourages 
us to take action wherever we are, trusting that our actions will create a ripple effect and make 
a larger, wider impact into the world. 
 
The Jewish Federation embodies the òthink globally, act locallyó philosophy. You likely know 
that our organization is part of a larger network of 147 Federations across North America, 
providing a full range of social service programs and lifesaving humanitarian relief in the    
United States, Israel, and 70 countries around the world. 
 
Did you also know that the Jewish Federation makes a difference in the lives of so many people 
right here in West Michigan? Here are some of the many ways that JFGR serves our local    
community: 
 

Social services: Confidential, goal-oriented support, referrals to community resources,      
advocacy, short-term case management, family and aging issues, housing, financial crisis, 
physical/mental health concerns, and long-term care. The Adopt-A-Family Program 
providing Hanukkah gifts to those in need. 

Seniors: Educational and social programming throughout the year for senior citizens. 
 
Arts and culture: A wide range of programs, speakers, and the annual film festival that   

appeal to broad audiences. 
College students: Financial support for Hillels at universities and colleges throughout      

Michigan. 
Young adults: Social and community-building activities for adults in their 20s, 30s, and 40s. 
  
Families: The PJ Library sends free, age-appropriate books to children ages 6 months to 8 

1/2 years.  Fun holidays celebrations, such as the Hanukkah Bowling Party and Purim      
Carnival. 

 

E
L

U
L

/
T

I
S

H
R

E
I

-
5

7
7

8
ñ

S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 

2
0

1
8
ñ

W
W

W
.

J
E

W
I

S
H

G
R

A
N

D
R

A
P

I
D

S
.

O
R

G
 

 T
h

e
 S

h
o

fa
r 

  

Our Mission  

Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids unites the local Jewish 
community to sustain and strengthen Jews locally, in     

Israel, and around the world.  

 

This mission is accomplished by providing services to the 

community and through fundraising and allocation efforts.  

Inside this issue: 
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Federation News  1-4,7  
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ANNUAL CAMPAIGN  
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids 

2727 Michigan NE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

(616) 942-5553   info@jfgr.org 

            www.jfgr.org 

Live Generously. 

Name  ________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________ 

City________________________ State_______ Zip__________     

Phone:_____________________  Email:___________________ 

JFGR is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 

Please cut out this pledge card, fill it in and send it to  
the Federation office. 
 
I HEREBY PLEDGE TO THE FEDERATION  

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN THE SUM OF: $___________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

DONORõS SIGNATURE 

Method of Payment:     Check                   Stock (Please Identify) 

Please Charge my:      MasterCard           Visa 

               Discover         American Express 

______________________________________________________________ 

Card Number 

Exp. Date:  __________      Security (CVS) code:  __________ 
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September 2018 Federation/Senior News 

STAFF: Executive Director: Marisa Reed, ext. 207, marisa@jfgr.org |  Director of Social Service Resources: Ann Berman, ext. 206, ann@jfgr.org |  Director of 

Donor Relations: Cathy Winick, ext. 204, cathy@jfgr.org  

Jewish Federation of 
Grand Rapids 
2727 Michigan NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
616.942.5553 
616.942.5780 fax 
info@jfgr.org 
www.jfgr.org 
 
Officers 
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Vice Chairs 
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Karen Padnos 
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David Alfonso  
 
Executive Director 
Marisa Reed 
 
Board of Directors 
Davida Dennen 
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Leigh Rapaport 
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Audrey Sundstrom 
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Chad Zagel 
 
Ex-Officio Members 
Congregation Ahavas Israel 
Rabbi David Krishef 
Barbara Wepman, President 
 
Temple Emanuel 
Rabbi Michael Schadick 
Edie Landman, President 
 
Chabad House 
of Western Michigan 
Rabbi Yosef Weingarten 

Continues from page 1 

United Jewish School (UJS): Financial and administrative support for UJS, our communityõs 
combined religious school with Temple Emanuel and Congregation Ahavas Israel. 

  The Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids serves an important role in West Michigan and    
beyond. Thank you for being our partner as we continue to strengthen our community and help 
those in need around the world. 
 
  Please join us as we welcome our annual kick-off campaign speaker, president and CEO of 
Jewish Federation of North America, Jerry Silverman. Jerry will discuss how Jewish Federation is    
working on a global level to strengthen world wide Jewry. 
 
Looking forward to thinking globally and acting globally with you! 
 
Shana Tovah, 
Marni Vyn   

Lunch Bunch:  Thursday, September 13, 2018 
Annual Apples Honey Luncheon goes  

downtown for a Scavenger Hunt! 
  Nothing brings people together like a game! GO Scavenger Hunts is bringing the    
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids a fun-filled scavenger hunt activity. 
   You'll play as a team to win points and learn more about your friends while exploring and    
learning more about Grand Rapids.  
   Whether you're striking your favorite yoga pose (don't worry - the quality of your downward dog 
doesn't matter) or finding your favorite coffee spot in downtown, you're guaranteed to have fun.       
No running involved unless you want to. All challenges will be walking distance of the central downtown 
area.  
   How it works: Participants download an app that lists a variety of challenges, ranging from the 
creative to the thoughtful. You have 60-90 minutes to complete all the challenges in whatever way 
works best for your team. Following the hunt, at lunch, you will have access to a slideshow with all the 
photos.  
  We will have a hunt coordinator kick off the hunt, explain how to play and use the app. Even if you 
are not tech-savvy don't let that stop you from joining the fun. 

Cost: $20 per person includes lunch 
RSVP by Thursday, September 6 by 5:00pm to learn details to (616)942-5553 or ann@jfgr.org. 
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WŜǿƛǎƘ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ DǊŀƴŘ wŀǇƛŘǎ  

ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

WŜǊǊȅ {ƛƭǾŜǊƳŀƴ  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WŜǊǊȅ {ƛƭǾŜǊƳŀƴ 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ hŶŎŜǊ  

¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ 

CǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴƅǳŜƴǝŀƭ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōȅ ¢ƘŜ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ 
tƻǎǘΣ ¢ƘŜ CƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ IŀΩŀǊŜǘȊΣ WŜǊǊȅ {ƛƭǾŜǊƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ hŶŎŜǊ 
ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ IŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ WŜǿǊȅ ǘƻŘŀȅ. !ƴ ƻǳǘǎǇƻƪŜƴ        
ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜƘƻƻŘΣ aǊΦ {ƛƭǾŜǊƳŀƴ ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ   

ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǇƭǳǊŀƭƛǎƳ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΦ  

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нс 
тΥллǇƳ 

²ŀǘŜǊƳŀǊƪ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƭǳō 
ррлл /ŀǎŎŀŘŜ wƻŀŘ {9 
DǊŀƴŘ wŀǇƛŘǎΣ aL пфрпс 

 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ /ƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ                                       

w{±t ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻϪƧŦƎǊΦƻǊƎ ƻǊ ōȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ смс-фпн-ррро 

Federation 



 

 

Jessica Gillespie, Our new PJ Library Professional 

 

Jessica recently relocated to Grand Rapids from Ann Arbor.                     
Jessica comes with a wealth of  experience having worked for the Jewish 
Community Center of  Greater Ann Arbor Early Childhood Center for    
16 years in a variety of  roles including pre-school and toddler educator, 
JCC Family Programs Coordinator and PJ Library Professional as well as 
PJ Our Way Professional. Jessica will be reaching out to PJ Library     
families to introduce herself  and to share upcoming new PJ library social 
events. Jessica, will also be at our community family events.                     
Please welcome her to the community and feel free to ask her any  
questions about PJ Library and how to enroll your child in the program. 

Federation September   2018 

PAGE  4                                                                             THE SHOFAR 

Dafna Kaufman, our new Film Festival Chair  
 
We are so excited, thrilled really, to introduce you to the new chair of  
the Film Festival, Dafna Kaufman. Many of  you already know    
Dafna. A little introduction is below. She is so looking forward to 
working with you to plan and execute a successful 21st Annual Jewish 
Film Festival!   
 
 Dafna was born and raised in Israel, a place she holds near and dear 
to her  heart. After completing her IDF service, she earned Bachelorõs 
(biology) and Masterõs (pharmacology) degrees from Tel Aviv       
University and, shortly thereafter, moved to the US to join her 
(future) husband, Greg. Living in New York and Chicago, Dafnaõs 

professional life continued in the science world at Mt. Sinai Medical Center and Merck. When Greg 
joined the family  business, they relocated to West Michigan, where they also became proud  parents to 
JJ (now 23) and Daniel (21).  In 2002, Dafna joined the newly founded Van Andel Research Institute, 
where she remained for 15 greatly rewarding years. In her longest role there (Laboratory Manager),   
Dafna was responsible for  multidisciplinary coordination and management of  multiple research projects 
(focusing on the development of  targeted cancer therapeutics) in collaboration with academic centers 
and pharmaceutical companies worldwide. In the past year, as those projects have come to a close,   
Dafna decided it was the right time to begin a new phase in her professional life and to pursue            
endeavors that will allow her to  reconnect with her roots and heritage. Dafna has always loved all as-
pects of  arts and culture. Film has been important to Dafna and her family: Greg worked at New Line 
Cinema, and Daniel is an aspiring cinematographer. She looks forward to working with the committee, 
to applying her diverse experience and skill-set in assisting the legendary Jewish Film Festival to continue 
to shine and to further showcase our rich culture to the Grand Rapids community at large.  

Meet the new faces at JFGR 



23 

Your Opinion Matters at Temple Emanuel 
10:00am 

CTeen and CTeen Jr. 7:30pm at           
Chabad House 

25 
Shir Shalom Choir practice at Temple 

Emanuel 7:00pm 

26 

Temple Food Bank distribution 9:00am  

Jerry Silverman at Watermark CC 

7:00pm 

Sukkah Celebration at Chabad House             

4:00-7:00pm 

30 Ahavas Israel Sukkah Hop 2:00-5:00pm 

1 

Selihot at Ahavas Israel 

 Film is at 9:30pm / Services about 

11:30pm 

9 

Ahavas Israel Kever Avot cemetery visit 

10:00am Ahavas Israel / 10:45am     

Greenwood 

10 
Rosh Hashana dinner at Chabad House 

7:45 service 8:45 dinner 

13 
Lunch Bunch -  Apples and Honey 

luncheon 

16 
Opening Day of United Jewish School 

9:45am 

Whatõs Happening  
Jewish Grand Rapids                                                    
September 2018   
Calendar of Events 

      

                                     

September   2018 Cultural Council 
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Cultural Council is assembling 
another inspiring year of     

programming for  
our 50th!  

We welcome new members who 
would be interested in joining 
this committee which plans and 

carries out events during the year. 
Our mission statement: The Jewish Cultural Council of Grand 
Rapids aims to foster greater awareness of Jewish culture in 

West Michigan by providing a vast range of quality programs 
with Jewish content. These programs  highlight the arts,    

learning current events, Jewish traditions and ideas and their 
impact on universal values. The programs are intended to    

appeal to Jews and non-Jews alike. 

Name___________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________ 

City ____________________________________________ 

State/Zip ________________________________________ 

Email ___________________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________________ 

Membership Benefits and Privileges 

_____ Underwriter, $500 or more: Free admission  

     to all programs for five adults 

_____ Patron, $250 -$499: Free admission  

           to all programs for four adults 

_____ Sponsor, $125-$249: Free admission 

           to all programs for three adults 

_____ Family membership, $100: Free admission 

          to all programs for one two adults 

_____ Individual, $50: Free admission                                      

     to all programs for one adult 

Enclosed is my check for $________ 

 
Payable to The Jewish Cultural Council 

Please mail this form with your check to: 

The Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids 

Cultural Council - Spectrum Series 

2727 Michigan St. NE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49506  

 
*Admission to individual events are generally $15 for 

adults, $5 for college students and children up to 18 are 

free.   
 
*Admission prices may vary for some events 
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tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǳŜǎǘΧ 

 

CŀǘƘŜǊ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ 5Ŝǎōƻƛǎ 
! CǊŜƴŎƘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣ ±ŀǝŎŀƴ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΣ 

ϧ CƻǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¸ŀƘŀŘ-Lƴ ¦ƴǳƳ 

 

Sunday, October 28, at 2p.m.  

Cathedral Square Center  

260 Division Ave S, Grand Rapids, MI 49503  

Free Parking  

 

CǊŜŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦ 
www.bit.ly/HiddenHolocaust 

Not recommended for children under the age of 13.  

 
While much has been documented about the genocide of Jewish people in Nazi 
concentration camps during World War II, French priest, Father Patrick Desbois, has 
worked for more than a decade to shed light on the ñhidden Holocaustò in other places 

throughout Europe. 

 
Father Desbois is a sleuth of sorts, who has uncovered sites in Ukraine, Russia, 
Moldova and Lithuania where 1.5 million Jews were executed. He has devoted his life 
to fighting anti-Semitism, all forms of mass violence, and to  furthering relations 

between Catholics and Jews. 

Father Desbois is the founder and president of Yahad-In Unum (meaning ñtogether-in 
oneò). This international organization works to raise awareness about the sites where 
Jewish and Roma mass executions were carried out by Nazi mobile-killing units during 
World War II. The work he has done is remarkable. With the help fo more than 5,300 
eyewitnesses, he has identified more than 2,100 execution sites in Eastern Europe. 

Father Desbois will discuss his humanitarian mission during this special event. 

 
Underwriters and sponsors: 

This program would not be possible without the generous support of the Ravitz 
Foundation, the Henry Pestka Charitable Fund, and the Joseph Stevens Freedom 
Endowment of Grand Valley State University. The event is also co-sponsored by the 
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids, the Jewish Cultural Council Series, the Diocese 
of Grand Rapids, the Catholic Information Center, the Cathedral of Saint Andrew, and 

the Kaufman Interfaith Institute. 

Father Patrick Desbois is a French 
Catholic priest, head of the 
Commission for Relations with 
Judaism of the French Bishopôs 
Conference and a Vatican 
consultant. He is the founder of 
Yahad-In Unum, an organization 
dedicated to locating the sites of 
mass graves of Jewish victims of the 
Nazi mobile-killing units in the former 
Soviet Union. He received the Légion 
dôhoneur, Franceôs highest honor,  
for his work documenting the 
Holocaust. In 2016, he joined the 
Center for Jewish Civilization at 
Georgetown University as a fulltime 

professor. 

 
Father Desbois has been a guest 
speaker at the United Nations and 
was featured on 60 Minutes. Many 
news articles have been written 
about his mission, including by the 
New York Times. Father Desbois is 
the author of several bestselling 
books including, ñThe Holocaust by 
Bullets: A Priestôs Journey to 
Uncover the Truth Behind the Murder 
of 1.5 Million Jews,ò ñTerrorist 
Factory: ISIS, the Yazidi Genocide, 
and Exporting Terror,ò and ñIn Broad 
Daylight: The Secret Procedures 

behind The Holocaust by Bullets.ò 

Cultural Council 
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                      September  2018 Community 
INTERFAITH AND INTERWOVEN  
Wednesday mornings 10:00am at Temple 

Emanuel. 
Please join women of all ages (and                
handcraft abilities) from all faith and            
non-faith traditions to build friendships while 
our hands are engaged in creating items for 
ourselves, our families and/or charitable    
organizations.                                         

Bring knitting/crocheting supplies that you have to use for 
yourself or to share. We are currently accepting donations of 
knitting and crocheting supplies and washable yarn. For more 
information please contact Deet at deetnewman@gmail.com 

Hadassah Book Club 
Hadassah Book Club met on the 8th of August 2018. 

Marilynn Lystad was our hostess of the month.    

 

Hadassah Book Club Next Meeting  

October 10, 2018 
Location: Diane Broomberg 

2865 Lake Drive SE, 

Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

 

Book to read...... Hillbilly Elegy 

Written by...........J.D. Vance 
 

Looking Forward to seeing you soon. 
Books will be available at Shulers 

Books & your local  library. 

Your Bookends for Information! 

Flory Silverstein....... 616-949-5766 

Sue Remesé..616-949-3505 

BETZALEL ART GROUP  
Thursdays,  2:30pm - 4:00pm at Ahavas Israel,   2727 
Michigan NE.  For further information contact 
Pat Weller: 616-453-2954 or 

patandfred@tds.net 

Shir Shalom Chorus is entering its thirty-third year,  
and is the only Jewish-themed chorus in Western Michigan. 

 
We will begin our rehearsals Tuesday, September 25th, at 7:00pm 

and held at Temple Emanuel. 
 

Throughout the years we have performed at many venues, churches, interfaith meetings, 
Thanksgiving programs, and retirement homes as well as at Temple Emanuel and 

Ahavas Israel. 
We are reaching out to many groups as we represent the Jewish community. 

 
Surprisingly, there are many Michiganders who are unaware of our Jewish        

presence.  It has become our mission to let them know about us. 
 

We welcome new members and encourage you 
to check us out. We need new singers to bolster 

our sound. We need you! 
 

Questions? 
Call Toby: 616-949-6528 

or  tobykatlover38@sbcglobal.net 

Learn Conversational Hebrew with an expert Israeli instructor! Hebrew Reading and Immersion Lessons for the    
Parents of the Religious School Students. Are you interested to familiarize yourself with what your child is studying? 
Would you like to be able to read Hebrew? Study Hebrew with Michal Ravid, every Sunday, prior to the end of the 
Religious School, from 11:15AM to 12:15PM, at Congregation Ahavas Israel. Michal Ravid introduced, managed and 
conducted a new Conversational Hebrew Program for the JCC of Houston, and was Hebrew Specialist from 2006 till 
2017 at the Congregation Beth Israel in Houston, TX. Classes will meet at Ahavas Israel beginning Sunday, October 7, 
for 15 Sunday sessions. Charge: $225 per student. Text: Hebrew: A Language Course Primer, available on         
Amazon here:  https://www.amazon.com/Hebrew-Language-Course-Lois-Rothblum/dp/0874414636 
For more information or to register, contact: Michal Ravid, benibu@aol.com, 832-641-5926. 

mailto:deetnewman@gmail.com
mailto:tobykatlover38@sbcglobal.net
https://www.amazon.com/Hebrew-Language-Course-Lois-Rothblum/dp/0874414636
mailto:benibu@aol.com

